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THE  PARLIAMENTART  HISTOBY  amtains  ftO  that  oaa  be  eoUected  of  the  LegisUtive 
Hutoc^  of  ttdB  eoantry  from  the  Conqosst  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Centair  (1803).  38  \olt. 
The  chief  sonrcea  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitational  History,  24  rt^- ; 
Sir  SiBKinds  CEwee'  Joamal ;  Debates  of  the  Commens  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Tlmberiatid's  Debates,  22  toIb.  ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols. ; 
AlmoB'a  Debfttee,  34  vtAs. ;  Del««tt  s  DebUes,  63  vols. ;  The  Haidwicke  Papers ;  Debates  in 
RufiaiMDt  by  Dr.  JohnMm,  Ae.,  &q. 

THB  PARUAMENTART  DEBATES  eommoneo  with  the  ywr  1803,  and  the  eontenta  an 
Mt  forth  in  the  following  Chronologioal  Table  t~ 
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1760-1800 

(First  Paeliament.) 

Vol  36   41  Gso.  IIL  1801 
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VoL  36   42  Geo.  IIL  1802-3 


DEBATES. 
Fint  Seriew, 
(Second  Fa&uahbmt— ■eonftnua^.) 

VoL  1   &  2.. .44  Geo.  Ill  1803-4 

—  3  to  6...45       —    1805 

—  6  &  7...46      —    1806 

(Thibi)  Paruamsnt.) 
ToL   8  &  9.. .47  Geo.  m.  1806-7 
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'Vd.  9  to  11. -.48  Geo.  Ill  1807-8 

1-  12—  14. ..49       —    1809 

—  15—  17. ..50       —    1810 

^_  18  — 20.. .51       —     ...  1810-11 

—  21  —  23.. .52       —     ......  1812 
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(Fifth  Parliament^) 

FoL  24  to  26. ..53  Gso.  IIL  ...  1812-13 
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—  37  — 38.. .58        —   1818 


(Sixth  Parlument.) 
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Third  Serict. 
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VoL  1  to  3...  1  Will.  IV.  1830-1 
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9  —  14...  3       —    1832 


(Eleventh  Parliament.) 
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Vol.  164  to  156.. .22  VICTORIA  (b)  1869 
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VoL  89    1  Edward  VII.. ..1901 
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HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFIGERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


KE-CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  CABINET,  OCTOBER  1903. 
Tabus  Showivq  Conges  in  the  Ministrt. 


THE  CABINET. 


Office. 


Prime  Uinister  and  Ilrat\ 
Lord  of  the  Treunnr.  / 
Lord  President  of  the  Uotmcu. 

Lord  Chancellor. 
Seer^rtes  of  State — 
Home  Department 

Foragn  ASaira. 

Ckdcmial  Office. 

War  Office. 

ladia  Office. 

Cbaaeollor  of  the  Exdieqner. 

Flnfc  Lord  of  tiie  Admiralty. 
Lord  Chantsellor  of  Ireland. 
Cluef  Secretuy  for  Ireland. 

Lord  Priry  Seal. 

Pkeridenl  of  the  Board  of 

Trade. 
PoefanMter-CtqieraL 

Seereteiy  for  Scotland. 

F^eaideat  of  the  Loeal  GSoTam- 

ment  Board. 
Pnrident  of  the  Board  of 

Ameoltore. 
Prandent  of  the  Board  of 

Education. 


Old  Ministry. 


Rt.  Hmi.  Abtbub  J.  Bal- 
four, M.P. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Deton- 
SHIRE,  K.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsburt. 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers  Douglas, 
M.P. 

Host  Hon.  the  Marquees  of 
Lamsdowne,  K.6. 

Rt  Hon.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain, M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brod- 
RICK,  M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geobqb 
Hamilton,  M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T.  Ritchie, 
M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Selbornb. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 
Rt.  Hon.  George  Wyndham, 
M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Arthub  J.  Bal* 

four. 

Rt.  Hod.  Gerald  W.  Bal- 
four, M.P. 

J.  Austen  Cuahbrrlain, 
Em.,  M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  BalfoUB  OF 
Burleigh. 

Rt.  Hon.  Walter  H.  Lono, 
M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow. 

The  Most  Hon.  the  Mwqaess 
of  Londonderry. 


New  Ministry. 


Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  Bal< 

four,  M.P. 
MoQt  Hon.  the  Maranen  of 

Londonderry,  K.G. 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbury. 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akebs  Douglas, 
M.P. 

Most  Hon.  the  Marquesa  of 

Lansdownx. 
Rt  Boa  AlfredLyttbltom. 

MP. 

Rt  Hon.  H.  O.  Arnold* 
Forster,  M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Beod- 
RICK,  M.P. 

Rt  Hon.  J.  Austen  Cham- 
berlain, M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Sblborne. 

Kt  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Rt  Hon.  Georor  Wyndham, 
M.P. 

The  Most  Hon.  the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury. 

Rt  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Bal- 
four, M.P. 

Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 

Rt     Hon.    A.  Graham 

Murray,  M.P. 
Rt  Hon.  Walter  H.  Long, 

M.P. 

Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow. 

The  Most  Hon.  the  Marqneae 
of  Londonderry. 


NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 


Psriiamentary  Secretary  to 

the  Treasniy. 
Knuidal  Seeretaiy  to  the 

Treasoiy. 
FulieiMntar]:   Secretary  to 

the  Board  of  EdueataoD. 
Seaetaiy  to  tba  Admiralty 


Ucds  ef  the  T^eaamy. 


Uidi  of  the  Admiralty 


Sir  A.  Acland  Hood,  Bt, 
M.P. 

Hon.  Arthur  Eluot,  M.P. 

Sir  Wiluau  Anboh,  M.F. 

H.  0.  Arnold-Forster,  Esq., 
M.P. 

H.  T.  AnstrutheR,  E8q.,M.P. 
Hon.  Ailwyn  Frllowb8,M.P. 
H.  W.  Forster,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Vice-Admiral   Lord  W.  T. 

Kerb,  K.C.B. 
Vtoe-AiniiiTal  A.  L.  Douglas. 

Rear-Admiral  W.  H.  May, 

M.V.O. 
Capt    John  Dushpord, 

G.B.,  D.S.a 


Sir  A.  Acland  Hood,  Bt, 
M.P. 

Victor    Cavendish,  Esq., 

M.P, 

Sir  Wh.  Anson,  M.P. 

E.  G.  Pretthan,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lord  Balcarrbs,  M.P. 

Hon.AlLWYNFELLOWE8,M.P. 

H.  W.  Forster,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Admiral  Lord  W.  T.  Kerr, 
K.C.B. 

Rear  -  Admtml   Sir    C.  C. 

Drury,  K.C.S.I. 
Rear- Admiral  W.  H.  May, 

M.V.O. 
Rear-^dnOna  jroHHi  fiURN- 

FORD, 
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HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE— (Coni.) 
NOT  IN  THE  CABINET.— Con*. 


OKI- ICE. 


Army  ^ancil. 


Civil  Lord  of  tlie  Admiralty. 
Tjord  Lieutenant  of  Irelaod. 
The  Lord  Advocate. 

Chancellor  of  the  Dacliy  of 

Lancaster. 
Pftrllamen  tarj  Secretary, 

FOTeign  Office. 
Fu-IiamwitaTy  Secretary, 

Home  Utfice. 
ParliameDtary  Secretary, 

Colonial  Office. 
Parliamentary  Secretary, 

India  Office. 
Puliameiitary  Secretary,  War 

Office. 

^rliamentary  Secretary  to 

the  Board  of  Trade. 
ParliameDtary  Secretary  to  the 

Looal  Govemmeit  Board. 
Financial    Secretary,  War 

Office. 
Attoraey-Generat. 

Solidtor-General. 


Ol.I)  MiMKTKV. 


New  Office. 


The  Sbcrrtary  of  Statk 

FOR  War  [in  the  CalnnetJ. 
Lt.-aen.  Sir  N.  G.  Lyttel,- 

TON,  K.C.B. 
Mnjor  -  General  C.   W.  H. 

DonGLAS. 
Major  -  General   H.    C.  O. 

Pluher,  C.B. 
Major  -  Geiraral  Sir  J.  W. 

mubrat,  k.c.b. 
Tub  Undeb  Sbcrrtary  of 

State  for  War 
The  Financial  Secretabv 

TO  THE  War  Office. 
Secretary.    The  Termanknt 
U  N  D  B  r  Secretary  of 
Statb  fob  War  (Co).  Sir 
E.  W.  D.  Ward,  K.C.B. 
Arthur  H.  Lee,  Esq.,M,.P. 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 
C.   Scott   Dickson,    Eaq. , 

K.C.,  M.P. 
Rt.  Hon.  SirWM.  Walrond, 

Bt,  M. 
Earl  Percy,  M.P. 

Hon.  T.  H.  CoCBBANS,  M.P. 

His  Grace  the  Dakeof  Harl- 

BOROUQH. 
Rt.    Hon.    Eaxl  of  HAKD- 
WICKE. 

St.  Hon.  Earl  of  DoNOiraH- 

HORE. 

A.  BoNAR  Law,  Esq.,  M.P. 

.J.    Grant   Lawson,  Esq., 
M.P. 

W.  Brohley  Davenport, 

Esq.,  M.P. 
Sir  R.   R   Fiklat,  K.C., 
M.P. 

Rt.  Hon:  Sir  E.  CabSOH,  K.C, 

_MV.  

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE, " 

Judge  Ad7ocat«-0«neral  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jbukb,  K.O.B.,  Presideiit  Probate,  Diroree,  mnd 

Admiralty  DivUion. 

Lord  Chamberlain  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  CLARENDON. 

Vice-Chamberlain  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  WOLVERTON. 

Lord  Steward  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Pimbboke  and  Montgoueey,  G.CV.O. 

Master  of  the  Horse  Hia  Grace  the  Duke  of  Pobturd,  K.G.,  G.CV.O. 

Paymaster-General  Sir  Savile  CROSSLEY,  Bt.,  M.V.O.,  M.P. 

GmnptrollM'  of  the  Hoosehold  Visoonnt  V^alrntia,  M.P. 

IVeasurer  of  the  Hoaiehotd  The  Marqaesa  of  HAMaTON,M.P. 

Captain  Yeomen  of  the  Guard— Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waldeobatb. 

/Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Kihtobk,  G.C.H.O. 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbiqh. 
Rb.  Hon.  Lord  CHtTRCHOX,  ILC.V.O. 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Howe. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lawbbhcb. 
Rt.  Hod.  Lord  Baoot. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  SoFrreLD,  G.CV.O.,  K.C.B. 
Rt.  Hm.  Lord  Kenvon. 

SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  forScotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  Rb.  Hon.  Lord  BALFOimor  Bvbleiqh,K.T. 

Lord  Jnstioe^oeral  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  KlNRas.S, 

Lord  Advocate  Rt.  Bon.  A.  Gbahah  Mitbbav,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Joatice  Clerk  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  KlBSBtrROH,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register— Hu  Oraoe  the  Dnke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Oonmiuiooer  Rt.  H<».  Earl  of  Lbvev  akd  Melville.  r^^^^I^ 

Solleitor-Qeneral  Davip  DtrwDAg.  Ew).,  K.C  Pigiiized  by  V^OO^LL  

■  ■  Appears  to  new  Mtabtir  wtdsr  ttcie  of  UarqasM  of  SAinBOBT. 


E.  G.  PBETYMAS,  Esq.,  M  P. 

Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  A.  Graham  Murray, 
M.P. 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  WiLUAM  Wal- 
ROND,  Bt,  M.P. 

*Lord  Cranborne,  M.P. 

Hon.  T.  H.  COCHEANB,  M.P. 

His  Grace,  the  Dakeof  Marl- 
borough. 
Earl  Percy,  M.P. 

Rt  Hon.   Earl  ot  Habd- 

WICKE. 
A.  BoxAB  Law,  Esq.,  M.P. 

J.  Grant  Lawson,  Ebq.,  M.P. 

Lord  STANLEY,  M.P. 

sir  R.   B.  FiKLAY,  K.C, 
M.P. 

Rt  Hon.   Sir  E.  Cabson, 
K.C.,  M.P. 


New  Mini.stry. 
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HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE— (Cimfc)  vii 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OP  STATE.— (CW.) 

IRELAND. 
L*rd  Lievtwftst — -Kt  Hon.  £ar1  of  Dudlet. 
Lord  Chiraeellor — -Kt.  Hon.  I^rd  Asnoinuis. 

Cluaf  SaeraUrr  Rt  Hon.  Obokob  Wtndham,  M.P. 

Undan-  Beeretuy  Sir  Antokt  McDonnell,  6.C.S.I. 

DopKrtment  of  Agricaltore  and  Technical  Initrnction  Presidmit:  The  Rt.  Hon.  ths  GfUBF 

SKnrAKT  n>K  Irilakd  ;  Vioe-Preflident :  Rt  Hon.  Horaob  Plvkkstt.  - 

AUorney-GeiMnl  Rt.  Hen.  J.  Annrew,  K.C,  H.P. 

Soiieitcr-Oetral  3.  H.  M.  Campbell,  Esq.,  K.a,  M.P. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Cluirmui  ot  CoiBinittees  Bk.  Hon.  Eari  of  Moruet. 

Clerk  ot  Partiamata  Str  Hmxmt  J.  L.  Gbahah.  K.CB. 

Depaty  Clerk  of  Parliamenu  (Clerk  Aniltant)  Hon.  E.  P.  Thbskuh,  C.B. 

R^diiu-Glerk  and  Clerk  of  Oatdoor  Committeefl  Edward  Hall  ALonaoN,  Eb%. 

Ccnuwertn  tke  Chairman  of  Committees  Albert  Orat,  Esq. 

Chief  CM  aad  Clerk  of  Fablio  BiUa  A.  HaioUSOH,  Biiq. 

Senior  Clerka  

Baara*  Frinted-Pi^  Offioe  C  I*.  ANffintmHXR.  Esq. 

PriiM»pal  C^eik.  Jadioial  Departmait.  and  Taxing  Offio«  of  Jodieial  Cotta  J.  r, 

SKaNE.  Esq. 
Clerk  of  the  Jooroala  W.  A.  Leigh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees-- — J.  F.  Stmovs  Jedkb,  Esq. 
OUier  Clerks— — W.  H.  Hauiltos  Gordon,  Esq. ;.  Hon.  A.  McDomxbll  ;  A.  H.  Robiksok, 

Saq.  (Cleric  of  Private  Bills) ;  H.  P.  St.  John,  Esq. ;  V.  M.  Bidvdlph,  Esq. ;  Hon.  E.  A. 

Stonor  ;  H.  J.  F.  Baoelbt.  Stq. ;  C.  Hbaduu,  Esq. ;  J.  B.  Hotbah,  Esq. ;  £.  C. 

Vigors,  Esq. ;  A.  Tbkitson',  Esq.  ;  and  G.  D.  Luard,  Esq. 

Accountant  aad  Copyist  Mr.  T.  A.  Gocrt. 

Assistant  Copyists  Mr.  H.  P.  Norrib  and  Mr.  R.  A.  CoURT. 

Jfma&ogerB  Meara.  A.  A.  Worfbll,  C.  E.  Cmzurr,  A.  M.  SroLL,  J.  W.  F.  Loou, 

J.  McMillan,  O.  Bknnbtt,  G.  T.  Phiup. 

Librariui  EDMUND  GOSSB,  Esq. 

Assistant  librarian  A.  H.  M.  BvnxR,  Esq. 

AtU^ant  Mr.  W.  WcttTEU. 

Eaamiiiers  for  Standing  Orders  C.  W.  Campion,  Bsq. ;  J.  F.  Stmons  Jeuke.  Esq. ;  Clerk 

 B.  H.  Fell,  Esq. 

GentlMaan  Usher  of  the  Blaek  Rod  Gen.  Sir  MICHAEL  A.  8.  JBiddulpr,  G.CE 

YaomaB  Usber  Oaptain  T.  D.  Bdtlbr. 

Serjeant-Kt-Arms  Lt.-CoL  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  ELnrwoOD  L  EmrABDS,  G.C.y.0.,  K.C3. 

Deputy  SerjeaDt.at-Anns  S.  Hand,  Esq. 

Rsttdent  SnpMiatendent  J  K.  Williams,  Esq. 

Sbortiiand  Writer  W.  H.  Uuknet  Salter,  E^. 

I^riiieipal  Doorkeepers  Mewrs.  W.  Chandlgr,  E.  Fox,  F.  Holman. 

Fbat  Class  Anistants  Messrs.  C.  WALKER,  J.  HsDLEY,  J.  Lanb,  B.  Gallop. 

Seeond  Class  AssistantA  Messrs-  H.  B.  Stbevens,  G.  W.  Cross,  W.  Stopp. 

TWrd  Class  Assistants  Messrs.  J.  Woolacott,  A.  A.  Edney,  J.  F.  Batjm. 

MeawDgers  Messrs.  A.  J.  Solman,  J.  B.  Forsyth,  C.  Chapman,  W.  .Phillips, 

W.  W.  Hbatrs. 

Snperintendent  of  Refreshment  Rooms  Mr.  W.  Casbon. 

Inspector  of  Police  attending  the  Honse  of  Lords  Mr.  A.  Palmer. 

Clerk  of  the  Works,  Houses  of  Parliament  -Mr.  C.  J.  WiLLlAHS. 

Basident  Engineer,  Houses  of  Pariiament  Mr.  A.  P.  Patet. 


PRINCIPAL  OFnCERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  GOHNONS. 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  Sir  Courtnet  PkrkGBINE  Ilbbrt,  K.C.S.I.,  CLE. 

dork-AssistMit  ARTHUR  W.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

SeeoDd  Clerk-Asristaot  T.  L.  Webster,  Esq. 

P^rtBOpal  Clerks  

PnUic  Bill  Office,  and  Clerk  of  Fees  W.  GiBBOHtf,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Jooraals  W.  H.  Ley,  Esq. 

Committee  Offioe  R  Dickinson,  Esq. 

Private  Bill  Offioe  J.  H.  W.  Somerset,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerks — -F.  St.  Georok  TtTPPER,  Esq.  ;  H.  C.  ToWER  Esq. ;  C.  V,  Frbrb,  Esq. ; 

L.  T.  Le  Mahchant,  Esq.;  G.  C.  GiFFARD,Esq.;  Sir  E.  H.  Doyle,  Bart 
AMutaat  Clerks  S.  L  Simeon,  Esq. ;  Arthur  L  Dasent,  Esq. ;  E.  C.  Howe  Browne, 

Esq. ;  Horace  West,  Esq.  ;  Henry  A.  Perguson-Datie,  Esq. ;  Arthur  H.  Elus,  Esq. ; 

Perot  A.  Boll,  Esq. ;  F.  R.  Williams  Wtkh,  Esq.  j  W.  E.  Grey,  ^Esq.  ;  F.i  C. 

HOLLAJm.  Esq.  [  J.  W,  G.  BOKDi  Esq.  Digitized  by  ^^OOgle 


vui     PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS— (Coni.) 

Jonior  Clerks  H.  C.  Dawkins,  Esq.  ;  R.  P.  Golohb,  Esq. ;  B.  H.  Frlu  Esq.  ;  R.  E. 

Childbrs,  Esq. ;  J.  Soorr  Pobtbr.  Esq. ;  P.  C.  Brahwkll,  Esq. ;  W.  T.  Leoos,  Esq. ; 

C.  R.  TUBNKE,  Esq. ;  W.  K.  GlBBONS,  Esq.  ;  A.  E.  A.  W.  SHTTH,  Esq. ;  K.  J.  X;. 

MOOBSOM,  Esq.  ;  C.  U.  RoBREtsoif,  Esq.  ;  R.  D.  RAocurrB,  Esq. 

SerjeftDt^Arms  H.  D.  Erskine,  Esq. 

D^nty  Serjeant  F.  R.  Gossbt,  Esq. 

Assistant  Seigaaot  W.  H.  Ebseine,  Esq. 

Office  Measenger— -Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Shgarn. 

Chaplain  to  the  Hoiu»— Rev.  Archdeacon  Basil  Wilbbrforce,  D.D. 

Seentary  to  the  Speakw  Edward  Gully,  Esq. 

Counsel  to  the  Speaker- — Hon.  Sir  E.  CUANDOS  LsiGH.  K.C.,  K.C.B. 

Trainhearer  Mr.  J.  French. 

Messenger  Mr.  W.  Mubrell. 

Cdlectors  of  Fees  on  Private  Bills  C.  L.  LoCKTON,  Esq. 

Referee  of  Private  Bills  Alfred  Bonhah  Carter,  Esq..  C.B. 

Examiners  of  Private  KUa  C.  W.  Campion.  Esq.  ;  J.  F.  Syhons  Jbuhk,  Esq. 

lazing  Master  C.  W.  Campiom.  Esq. ;  Clerk  ^B.  H.  Fell,  Esq. 

Vote  Office  

Chief  Clerk  Pbilip  Shith,  Esq. 

Assistant  Clerks   ;  H.  Otwat  Mayne,  Esq. 

Messenger-  Mr.  John  Edwards. 

Librarian  R.  C.  Walpole,  Esq. ;  Assistant  Librarian  ^Tehflb  Feanks,  Esq.,  B.G.L.  ; 

•    Clerks  m  Librarr  ^Messrs.  J.  R.  Cbihp,  Wm.  Stkwabt  ;   Mwengeie  Measrs. 

A.  FlRHlN,  W.  Hagvb. 

Shorthand  Writer  ^W.  H.  GuRNBY  SALTER,  Esq. 

Printers  

Jonmals — fi.  E.  Briscoe  Eyre,  Esq. 

Votes  J.  R  Nichols,  Esq. 

Postmaater  Mr.  Edmund  W.  Pike  ;  Hall  Keeper  Mr.  J.  Glynn. 

OiBoe  Keeper  Mr.  W.  Harvey. 

Offiee  Cleric  in  Conimittee  Office  Mr.  T.  Fielden  Mitcbell. 

Office  Clerk  in  Jonmal  Office  Mr.  A.  A.  Taylor. 

Messeogers  Messrs.  C.  Datie,  W.  Qvantrill,  H.  Jones,  G.  D.  Welles,  J.  Arbistbomg, 

J.  woodward,  J.  Ivory,  G  Norman,  J.  Surrey,  A.  Sepple. 
Doorkeepers  Mr.  W.  Wilson  and  Mr.  M.  Inolefibld. 

MeflsengerB  (1st  Class)  Mr.  H.  Hahblino,  Mr.  C  Woodcraft,  Mr.  R.  Robertson,  Bfr. 

J.  Hills,  Mr.  J.  Spraoub,  Mr.  A.  Andrews,  Mr.  T.  B.  Speay,  Mr.  G.  Tyi,  Mr.  R. 

Hobby,  Mr.  G.  Anstey,  Mr.  J.  H.  Day. 
Messensers       Class)  -Messis.  J.  Henderson,  G.  Wainwbioht.  J.  Guyatt,  R.  Turtle, 

A.  Haskell,  A.  C.  Johnson,  G.  Clappbrton,  H.  E.  LimNOTOK. 
Snperintendent  of  Members'  Waiting  Room  Mr.  J.  F.  Hbnley;  Asiristant  ^Mr,  W. 

Broadbent  ;  Porters  Mesna.  J.  ORAM  and  T.  Martin. 

CUef  Inspector  of  Polioe  attending  tbe  House  of  Commons  Mr.  Bcahtlkbdbt. 
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Note. — The  Figares  in  the  Margin  refer  to  the  correepondin^  Figures  on  the  Roll. 


A 

37   Aberoom,  James  MuquMS  of.  {pvke 

of  Abaxom) 
351   AbercTomby,  Geoige  Ralph  Lord 
469    Aberdare,  Henry  Campbell  Lord 
SO   Abergavenny-}  William  Marquees  of 
75  Abingdon,  Montagu  Arthur  Earl  of 
398  Abinger,  Shelley  Lec^mld  Laurence 

462  Actui,  Richard  MazimiHan  Lord 

534    Addington,  Egerton  Lord 

45   Ailesbory,  Henry  Augustus  Mar- 
quees of 

47  Ailsa,  Archibald  Marquess  of 
3  Albany,     His    Roval  Highness 

Leopold  Charles  Edvud  Geotge 

Albert  Duke  of 
77  Albemarle,  Arnold  Allan  Cecil  Earl 

of 

566  Aldenham,  Henry  Hueka  Lord 
479  Alington,  Henry  Gerard  Iiord 
594  Allerton,  William  Lawies  Lord 
691  AlTentoni^  Richard  Ererard  Lend 
158  Amherrtt  Tniliam  Archer  Earl 


54^   Amherst    of    Hackney,  William 

Amhurst  Lord 
491   Ampthill,  Arthur  Oliver  ViUiers 

Lord 

194   Ancaster,  Gilbert  Heniy  Earl  of 
43   Anglesey,  Henry  Cyril  Marquess  of 
441    Annaly,  Luke  Lord 
125    Annesley,  Hugh  Earl.    {Elected  for 
Ireland) 

487    Ardilaun,  Arthur  Edward  Lord 

31    Argyll,  John  Douglas  Sutherland 
Duke  of 

602   Armstr(Hi^  William  Henry  Arm- 
strong ^tsPatriek  Lwd 

284   Amndell  of  Wardonr,  John  Francis 
Lord 

511    Ashbourne,  Edward  Lord 
99   Ashbamham,  Bertoun  Earl  of 

400  Ashburton,  IVaiwis  Denzil  Edward 
Loid 

542  Ashcombe,  George  Lord 

561  Ashton,  James  Lord 

327  Aucklaikd,  William  Morton  Lord 

587  Avebury,  John  Lord 

93  Ayl6sfoid,CharlA^i^i^^iEi^ 


n]2 

458 

296 

128 

210 

291 
595 
531 
406 
36 
258 

111 

550 
151 
14 

17 
297 

127 

428 
74 

317 
600 
543 

203 

335 
304 
273 

r>27 

298 

490 
150 
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Bagot,  'William  Lord 

Balinhard,  James  Lord.     (Earl  of 
Smiihesk) 

Balfour  of  Burley,  Alexander  Hugh 
Lord.    {Ekckd  for  ScoUand) 

Bandon,  James   Francis  Earl  of 
(Elected  far  Ireland) 

Ban^r,  Henry  William  Crosbie 
Viscount.    (Elected  for  Ireland) 

Barnard,  Henry  de  Vere  Lord 

Barrymore,  Arthur  Hugh  Lord  | 

Basing,  George  Limbrey  Lord  j 

Bateman,  William  Spencer  Lord  j 

Bath,  Thomas  Henry  Marquess  of  ] 

Bath  and  Welts,  George  Wyndham  ! 
Bishop  of  J 

Bathurst,  Seymour  Henry  Earl  I 

Battersea,  Cyril  Lord 

Beauchamp,  William  Earl  ! 

Beaufort,  Henry  Adelbert  Welling-  ■ 
ton  Fitzroy  Duke  of 

Bedford,  Herbrand  Arthur  Duke  of 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  Alexander 
Charles  Lord.  (EUrted  fm  Scotland) 

Bdmore,  Somerset  Richard  Earl  of.  ' 
(Elerted  for  Irdand)  | 

Belper,  Henry  Lord 

Berkeley,  Randal  Mowbray  Thomas 
VatX  of 

Berwick,  Richard  Henry  Lord  , 
Biddulph,  Michael  Lord 

Blythswood,  Archibald  Campbell 

Lord 

Bolin^broke  and  St.  John,  

Viscount 


LIST  OF  THE 
449 


21 

524 
323 
377 

51 
226 
46 

264 

332 

102 
437 
147 
103 

5G2 
599 
522 
39 
288 


119 
186 

333 


Bolton,  William  Thomas  Lord 

Boston,  Q«org»  Florance  Lord 

Botreaux,  Charles  Edward  Hastings 
Lord.    (Karl  of  Loudoun) 

Bowes,  Claude  Ijord.  (Earl  of 
tSfraihmore  and  Kin^horn) 

Boyle,  Bichard  Edmund  St.  Law- 
rence Lord.  (EaH  of  Cork  and 
Onery)  ■ 

Braboume,  Edward  Lord  ' 

Bradford,  Oeorge  Cecil  Orlando 
Earl  of  ! 


583   Brampton,  Henry  I^ord 


42 
373 
161 

5 

221 
409 

320 

71 
256 


Brancepeth,  Gustavus  Russell  Lord. 

(Vitcount  Boyne) 

Brandon,  Alfred  Douglas  Duke  of 

Brassey,  Thomas  Lord 

Braybrooke,  Henry  Lord 

Braye,  Alfred  Thomas  Townsbend 
Lord 

Breadalbane,  Gravin  Marquess  of 

Bridport,  Alexander  Nelson  Yisoount 

Bristol,  Frederick  William  John 
Marquess  of 

Bristol,  George  Forrest  Ksliop  of 

Brodrick,  William  Lord.  (Viteount 
Midldm) 

Brooke,  Francis  Richard  Charles  Gay 
Earl,  and  Earl  of  Warwick 

Brougham  and  Vaux,  Henry  Charles 

Lord 

Brownlow,    Adelbert  Wellington 
Brownlow  Earl 

Buckinghamshire,  Sidney  Cut  Earl 
of 

Burghclere,  Herbert  Coulstoun  Lord 

Burnham,  Edward  Levy  Lord 

Burton,  Michael  Arthur  Lord 

Bnte^  John  Marquess  of 

Byron,  George  Frederick  William 
Lord 


Cadogan,  George  Henry  Earl 

Cairns,  Herbert  John  Earl 

Calthorpe,  Augustus  Gholmondeley 
Lord 


Highness 
Frederick 


Gfunbridge,  His  Royal 
George  William 
CfanteftDakeof 

Camden,  John  Charles  Alarqucss 

Camoys,  Ralph  Francis  JuGan  Lord 

Camperdown,  Robert  Adam  Philips 
Haldane  Earl  of 

Canterbury,  Randall  Thomas  Arch- 
Ijishop  of 

Canterbury,  Henry  Charles  Viscount 

Carow,   Robert  Shapland  George 
Julian  Lord 

Carleton,   Richard    Henry  Lord. 
(Earl  of  Shannon) 

Carlisle,  George  James  Earl  of 

of 


lit*    CamarTon,  George  Edtrard  Stan- 
hope Molyneux  £arl  of 

86  Cumvath,  Robert  Harris  Oarnwath 
£arl  of.    (Elected  pr  Scotland) 

195    Gamngton,  Charles  Robert  Earl 

350    Carysfort,  WUliam  Lord.  {Earl  of 
Carytfori) 

360    Castlomaine,  Albert  Edward  Lord. 

{Eleded  for  Ireland) 

461    Castletown,     Bemard  fidward 
Bamaby  Lord 

1  io    Cathcart,  Alan  Frederick  Earl 

159    Cawdor,     Fredeiick  Archibald 
Vau^ian  Earl 

390    Chaworth,  Reginald  Lord.  (Earl  of 
Meath) 

132  Chebnsford,     Frederic  Augustus 

Lord 

431    Chesham,  Charles  Compton  William 
Lord 

'252    Chester,  Francis  John  Bishop  of 

68  Chesterfield,  Edwyn  Francis  Earl  of 
'>.33    Chejiesmore,  Herbert  Francis  liord 

133  Chichester,  Francis  Godolphin  Earl 

of 

245    Chichester,  Ernest  Roland  Bishop  of 

44    CbolmfMideley,  George  Henry  Hugh 
Marquess  of 

239  Churchill,  Victor  Albert  Francis 
Charles  Viscount 

■133    Churston,  John  Lord 

319  Clancarty,  William  Frederick  Vis- 
count.   {Earl  of  Chnmrty) 

3d3    Oanwilliam,  Richard  James  Lord. 

{Earl  of  ClanwilHam) 

56  &  113  Clarendon,  Edward  Hyde  Earl 
of.  (Lord  Chamberlain  of  the 
SousOuM) 

388  Clements,  Charles  Lord.  (Earl  of 
Lairim) 

289  Clifford  of  Chudleigb,  Lewis  Henry 
Ui^^  Lord 

269  CUnton,  Charles  Henry  Rolle  Lord 

3tt  Clonbrock,  Luke  Gerakl  Lord. 
(EUded  for  Ireland) 

39&  ^tmearry,  Valentine  Frederick  Lord 

204   Cobfaam,  Charles  George  Viscount 
365  Colchester,Reginald  Charles  Edward 
Lord 

471  Coleridge,  Bemard  John  Seymour 
Loid 
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ColriUe  of  Culross,  Charles  Robert 
William  Viscount 

220    CtHubermere,  Francis  Lynch  Wel- 
lington Viscount 

422   Gongleton,  Henry  Lord 

2  Connaught  and  Stratheam,  His 
Royal  Highness  Arthur  AVilliam 
Patrick  Albert  Duke  of 

174  Cottenham,  Kenelm  Charles  Edward 

Earl  of 

473    Cottesloe,  Thomas  Francis  Lord 
78   Coventry,  George  William  Earl  of 

175  Cowley,  Henry  Arthur  Momington 

Earl 

94  Cowper,  Francis  Thomas  de  Grey 
Earl 

193    Cranbrook,  Gathome  Earl  of 

584    Cranworth,  Bertram  Francis  Lord 

130    Craven,  William   George  Robert 
Earl  of 

544    Crawshaw,  Thomas  Lord 

196    Crewe,  Robert  Ofl9ey  Ashburton 
Eari  of 

345    Crofton,  Edward  Henry  Churchill 
Lord.   (Elected  for  Inland) 

200    Cromer,  Evelyn  Earl  of 

230   Cross,  Richard  Asaheton  Viscount 

26  Cumberland  and  Teviotdale,  His 
Hoyal  Highness  Ernest  Augustus 
Wuliam  Adolphua  George  Fredk 
Duke  of 

581    Currie,  Philip  Henry  Wodehouse 
Lord 


91    Dartmouth,  William  Heneage  Earl  of 

180   Dartrey,  Vesey  Earl  of 

658    Davey,  Horace  Lord.    {A  Lord  of 
Appeal  in  Ordinary) 

572    Dawnay,  Hugh  Richard  Lord.  {Vis- 
mint  Downe) 

268   de  Clifford,  Jack  Southwell  Lord 

424   De  Freyne,  Arthur  Lord 

108   De  La  Wair,  Gilbert  Geo.  Reginald 
Earl 

399   De  Lide  and  Dudley,  Philip  Lord 

410   De  Mauley,  William  Ashley  Webb 
Lord 

1 91    de  Montalt,  Comwallis  Eart  ^  ^  ^  i  „ 
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632    De  RamBey,  William  Henry  Lord 
265   de  Boa,  Dudley  Charles  Lord 

396  De  Saumarez,  James  St.  Vincent 

Lord 

372   Delamere,  Hugh  Lord 

63   Denbigh,    Rudolph   Robert  Basil 
Aloysius  Augustine  Earl  of 

397  Denman,  Thomas  Lord 

613  Derwnore,  Robert  Wilfrid  Lord 

58  Derby,  Frederick  Arthur  Earl  of 

495  Derwent,  Harcourt  Lord 

61  Devon,  Charles  Pepys  Earl  of 

18   Devonshire,  Spencer  Compton  Duke 

of. 

307  Edward  Henry  Trafalgar 

310   Dinevor,  Arthur  de  Cardonnel  Lord 

72   Doncaster,  William  Henry  Walter 
Earl  of.   (Dtthe  of  Bue^aeuch  and 

285    Dormer,  Ronald  John  Lord 

476   Dotulas,  Charles  Alexander  Lord. 
{£ori  of  Some) 

122    DrOjgheda,  Fonsonby  William  Earl 
of   {Elects  for  Ireland) 

166   Ducie,  Henry  John  Earl  of 

177    Dudley,  WUliam  Humble  Earl  of 

52  Dufferin  and  Ava,  Terence  John 
Temple  Marquess  of 

348   Dunalley,  Henry  O'Callaghan  Lord. 
(Eketed  for  Ireland) 

338   Dunboyne,  Robert  St.  John  Fitz- 
WalterLord.  (Ekcted  forlreUind) 

89  Dundonald,  Douglas  Mackinnon 
Baillie  Hamilton  Earl  of.  {Elected 
for  Scotland) 

647    Dunleath,  Henry  Lyle  Lord 

391    Dunmore,  Chules  Adolphus  Lord. 
(Earl  of  Dunmore) 

457    Dunning,  John  Lord.  (LordBolh) 

163   Durham,  John  George  Earl  of 

242   Durham,    Handley    Carr  Qlynn 
Bishop  of 


430  Ebury,  Robert  Wellesley  Lord 

1 66   Effingham,  H«uy  Alexwdo'  Gordtm 
Earl  of 

197   Egerton,  Wilbraham  Earl 


LIST  OF  THE 
152    Eldon,  John  Earl  of 

423    Elgin,  Victor  Alexander  Lord.  {EaH 
of  Elgin  and  Kinairdine) 

352    Ellenborough,  Edward  Downes  Lird 

172  Ellesmere,  Francis  Charles  Granvillo 
Earl  of 

515  Elphinstone,  Sidney  Herbert  Loid 

251  Ely,  Alwyne  Bishop  of 

472  Emly,  Thomas  William  Qaston  Lod 

355  Erskine,  William  Macnaghten  Lord 

234  Esher,  Reginald  Baliol  Viscount 

70   Essex,  George  Devereux  de  Ven 
Earl  of 

601    Estcourt,  George  Thomas  John  Lord 

467   Ettrick,  William  John  George  Lord. 

{Lord  Napier) 

40   Exeter,  William  Thomas  Brownbw 
Marquess  of 
217   Exmouth,  Edward  Addington  Bms- 
greaves  Viscount 


571  FairUe,  David  Lord.  {Earl  oj 
Qkagow) 

202  Falkland,  Byron  Plantagenet  Vis- 
count.   {Elected  for  Seo&ani) 

205   Falmouth,  Evelyn  Edward  Thomu 

Viscount 

578   Farquhu*,  Horace  Brand  Lord 
6B2   Farrer,  Thomas  Cecil  Lord 

477   Fermanagh,    John   Henry  Lord. 

{EaH  Erne) 

90   Ferrers,  Sewallis  Edward  Earl 

181    Feversham,  William  Ernest  Earl  of 

536   Field,  William  Ventris  Lord 

30   Fife.  Alexander  William  Geoige 
Duke  of 

386  Fin^,  Ai-thur  James  Francis  Lord. 
(fori  of  FingaiC) 

324  FisherwickiGeotxe  Augustas  Hamil- 
ton Lord.   {Marqum  of  Dmegm 

440  Fitzhardinge,  Charles  VMfgii  Fit^ 
hardinge  Lord 

104  Fitzwilliam,  William  Charles  De 
Meuron  Earl 

309    Foley,  Henry  Thomas  Lord 
292   Forbes,  Horace  Courtenay  Gammell 
Lord.    {Elected  for  Section^ 

373  Foi«ster,  Cecil  .Thj 
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1 17    Fortescue,  Hugh  Earl 

363  Foxford,  William  Henry  Edmond 
de  Vere  Sheaffe  Lord.  (Earl  of 
Umeriek) 

G 

325  Gage,  Henry  Charles  Lord.  {Vw- 
cffuni  Oage) 

171  Gain8borotu;h,  Charles  William 
Francis  £arl  of 

358  Gardner,  Lord 

481  Gerard,  Frederic  John  Lord 

375  Gifford,  Edric  Frederic  Lord 

582  Glanusk,  Joseph  Bussell  Ijord 

565  Glenesk,  Algernon  Lord 

344  Gloucester,  Charles  John  Bishop  of 

216  Gordon,  John  Campbell  Viscount. 
{Earl  of  Aberdeen) 

454  GUmnanstODt  Jenico  William  Joseph 
Lord.   (FiseomU  Gwmanston) 

235    Goechen,  George  Joachim  Viscount 

224    Gough,  Hugh  Viscount 

13   Grafton,  Augustus  Charles  Lennox 
Duke  of 

97   Graham,  Douglas  BOTesford  Malise 
Ronald  EarL  {Dake  of  MoiUrow) 

357  Granard,  Bernard  Arthur  William 
Patrick  Hastings  Lord.  {Earl  of 
Qraruird) 

314  Grantley,  John  Richard  Brinsley 
Lord 

164   Granville,  Granville  George  Earl 

596   GrenfeU,  Francis  Wallace  Lord 

464  Chneville,  Algernon  William  Fulke 
Lord 

1 40   Grey,  Albert  Heniy  George  Earl 

271  Oiey  de  Ruthyn,  Bawdon  George 
Grey  Lord 

519   Griratfaorpe,  Edmund  Lord 

362   Orinstead,  Lowry  Egerton  Lord 

{Earl  of  Ennissmen) 

105   Guilford,  Frederick  George  Earl  of 
334   Owydir,  Peter  Robert  Lord 

H 

84   Haddington,  George  Earl  of.  {Elected 
for  S^itland) 

485   Haldon,  Lawrence  ^i^iam  Lord 

580   Halibarton,  Arthur  Lawrence  Jx»rd 


AND  TEBfPORAL.  xiii 

225    Halifax,  Charles  Lindley  Viscount 

6  &  198  Halsbury,  Hardinge  Stanley 
Earl  of.    {Lord  High  Chancellor) 

523  Hamilton  of  Dalzell,  Gavin  George 
Lord 

228   Hampden,  Henry  Robert  Viscount 

474  Hampton,  Herbert  Perrott  Murray 
Lord 

223    Hardinge,  Henry  Charles  Viscount 

106  Hardwicke,  Albert  Edward  Philip 
Henry  Earl  of 

459  Hare,  William  Lord.  {Earl  of 
lAstowel) 

143    Harewood,  Heniy  Ulick  Earl  of 

478   Harlech,  William  Richard  Lord 

100  Harrington,  Charles  Augustus  Earl 
of 

364    Harris,  Gteorge  Robert  Canning  Lord 

142  Harrowby,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Earl  of 

446  Hartismere,  Charles  Henry  Chandoe 
Lord.    {Lord  HemUker) 

267    Hastings,  George  Manners  Lord 

401  Hatherton,  Edward  George  Percy 
Lord 

211  Hawarden,  Comwallis  Viscount. 
{Elected  /or  Ireland)  {In  another 
place  as  Earl  de  Montau) 

308    Hawke,  Martin  Bladen  Lonl 

554  Hawkesbury,  Cecil  George  Savile 
Lord 

299  Hay,  Archibald  Fitzroy  George 
Lord.    {Earl  of  Kinnovi) 

344   Headley,    Charles    Mark  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 

567  Heneage,  Edward  Lord 

201  Hereford,  Robert  Viscount 

259  Hereford,  John  Bishop  of 

603  Herries,  Marmaduke  Frands  Lord 

616  Herschell,  Richard  Farrer  Lord 

38   Hertford,  Hugh  de  Grey  Marquess 
of 

381   Heytesbury,  Leonard  Lord 

222   Hill,  Rowland  Richaid  Viscount 

517    Hillingdon,  Charles  William  Lord 

112  Hillsborough,  Arthur  Wills  John 
Wellington  Trumbull  Blundell 
Earl  of.  {Marquess  of  DoumslUre) 

618  HindUp,Charl«Lord^^QQg[^ 


509  Hobhouse,  Arthur  Lord 

574  Holm  Patriek,  Hans  Wellesley  Lord 

208  Hbod,  Francis  Wheler  Viscount 

496  Hothfield,  Henry  James  Lord 

460   Howard  of  QIossop,  Francis  Edward 
Lord 

281   Howard  de  Walden,  Thomas  Evelyn 
Lord 

153   Howe,  George  Itichard  Penn  Earl 

493   Howtb,  William  Ulick  Tristram 
Lord.    (Earl  of  Hatdh) 

59    Huntingdon,  Warner  Francis  John 
Plantagenet  Earl  of 

218   Hutchinson,  Richard  Walter  John 

Viscount.  {Earl  of  Donoughvwre) 

447   Hylton,  Hylton  George  Hylton  Lord 


190   Iddesleigh,  Walter  Stafford  Earl 
of 

107   Dchester,  Henry  Edward  Earl  of 

339   Inchiquin,  Lucius  William  ItoxA. 
{Elected  for  Irelavd) 

168   Innes,  Henry  John  Earl.  (DuJce 
of  Sozburgke) 

575    Inverclyde,  George  Arbuthnot  Lord 

537   Iveagh,  Edward  Cecil  Lord 


563   James,  Henry  Lord 

79   Jersey,  VictOT  Albert  G^rge  Earl 
of 

K 

540   Kelvin,  William  Lord 

389   KenUs,    Geoff^y  Thomas  Lord. 

{Marquess  of  Headfort) 

427    Kramare,  Valentine  Augustus  Lord. 
{Earl  of  Kenmare) 

444    Kenry,   Windham  Thomas  Lord. 

{Earl  ofDunraven  and  Mouiti-Earf) 

521    Kensington,  Hugh  Lord 

322    Kenyon,  Lloyd  Loi-d 

366    Ker,     Robert    Schomberg  Lord. 
{Marqutss  of  Lothian) 

450   Kesteven,  John  Henry  Lord 

589   KiUanin,  Martin  Henry  Lord. 

342    Kilmaino,  Francis  William  Lord. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  THE 


385   Kilmarnock,  CharleB  Gore  Loid 

(EarlofEmll) 

156  Kilmorey,  Fruicis  Charles  Eirl  (tf 

{Elected  for  Irdand) 

179  Kimberley,  John  Earl  of 

438  Kinnaird,  Arthur  Fitz-Gerald  LonI 

669  Kinnear,  Alexander  Smith  Lord 

592  Kinross,  John  Blair  Lord 

407    Kintore,  'Alaernon  Hawkins  Tho- 
mond  Lord  {Earl  of  Kintore) 

237    Kitchener  of  Khartoum  and  of  the 
Vaal,  Horatio  Herbert  Viscount 

597    Knollys,  Francis  Lord 

232   Knutsford,  Henry  Thurstan  Viscount 


488  Lamington,  Charles  Wallace  Alex- 
ander Napier  Lord 

123  Lanesborough,  John  Vansitlart 
Danvera  Earl  of.  {Elected  jvr 
Ireland) 

346  Langford,  Hercules  Edward  Lord. 
(Elected  for  Ireland) 

33   Lansdowne,  Henry  Charles  Keith 
Marquess  of 

187   Lathom,  Edward  George  Earl  of 

85   Lauderdale,  Frederick  Henry  EaH 
of.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 

456  J^awrenco,  John  Hamilton  Lord 

434  Leconfield,  Charles  Henry  Lord 

16  Leeds,  George  Godolphin  Duke  of 

169  Leicester,  Thomas  William  Earl  of 

410  Leigh,  William  Henry  Lord 

207   Leinster,  Maurice  Viscount.  (W» 
of  Leinster) 
87   Leren  and  Melville,  Bonald  Butbren 

Earl  of.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 
162   Lichfield,  Thomas  Francis  Earl  of 
256   Lichfield,  Augustus  Bishop  <tf 
336    Lilford,  John  Lord 
249   Lincoln,  Edward  Bishop  of 

588   Lindley,  Nathaniel  Lord.  {J 
of  Aj^eal  in  Ordinary) 
66    Lindsev,  Montague  Peregrine  Albe- 
marle Earl  of 
510    Lingen,  Ralph  Robert  Wheeler  Lord 
54    Linlithgow,    John   Adrian  Ix>u« 
Marquess  of 
670  Listeg^^^^^i^HJ^gle 


LORDS  SPIRITUAL 
233    Uandaff,  Henry  Viscount 
246  Uandaff,  Bichaid  Biahop  of 
548   Llangattock,  John  Allan  Lord 
559    Lodi,  Edward  Boaglas  Lord    ,  , 

349  Loftitt,  John  Henry  Lixd.  (Mar- 
qum  of  Ely) 

192  Londesboroughf  William  Francis 
Henry  Earf  of 

241  London,  Arthur  Foley  Bishop  of 

141  Lonsdale,  Hugh  Ceeii  Earl  of 

405  Lovat^  Simon  Joseph  Ix^ 

1 70  Lovelace,  Ralph  Gordon  Earl  of 

305  Lovel  and  Holland,  Augustus  Arthur 
Lord.  (EariofEgmimf) 

126    Lucan,  George  Earl  of.   {EUded  for 

573    Lodloir,  Henry  Lndlow  Lord 

117    Lui^gan,  William  Jjord 

186    Lvtton,  Victor  Alexander  George 
'Robert  Earl  of 

436  Lyveden,  Goortenay  Robert  Percy 
Lord 

M 

96   Macclesfield,     George  Loveden 
William  Henry  Earl  of 

536  MacniM^bten,  Edward  Lord.  (A 
Lord  of  Appeal  in  Ordinary) 

530    Blagheramom^  Dudley  Stuart  Lord 

120    Malmesbury,  James  Edward  Earl  of 

23   Manchester,  William  Angus  Drogo 
Duke  <3S 

2^0  Manners  of  Haddon,  Henry  John 
Brinsley  Lord.  {Marquess  of 
Granby) 

359   Manners,  John  Thomas  Lord 

114   Mansfield,  William  David  Karl  of 

138  Manrers,  Charles  William  Sydney 
Earl 

81    Mar,  John  Francis  Erskine  Earl  of. 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

83  Mar  and  Kellie,  Walter  John  Francis 
Earl  of.   (Elededfor  Scothnd) 

19   Marlborough,  Charles  Richard  John 
Duke  of 

939   Masham,  Samuel  Lord 

340   Massy,  John  Thomas  William  Lord. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 


AND  TEMPORAL.  zr 

124  MwOf  Dermot  Robert  Wyndham 
Earl  of.   {Elected  for  Ireland) 

361  Meldrum,  Charles  Lord.  {Margvess 
of  Hunily) 

213   Melyille,  Henry  Viscount 

328   Mendip,   Thomas   Charles  Lord. 

{Viscount  Clifden) 

443  Meredyth,  James  Herb^  Guatavua 
Meiedyfch  Lord.  {Lord  AtlUwnuey) 

413    Methuen,  Paul  Sanford  Lord 

300  Middleton,     Digby  Wentworth 

Bayard  Lord 

340  Milner,  Alfred  Viscount 

3G7  Minster,  Victor  Greorge  Henry 
Francis  Lord.  {Marquess  Conyng- 
ham) 

144    Minto,  Gilbert  John  Earl  of 

445  Mouok,  Heu^  Power  Charles  Stanley 
Lord.   {Vwmint  Mondt) 

528  Monckton,  Oteotgp  Edmund  Milnes 
Lord.    {Fiteount  Gahoay) 

470   Moncreiff,  Henry  James  Lord 

500   Monk  Bretton,  John  William  Lord 

508   Monkswell,  Robert  Lord 

301  Monson,  Augustus  Debonnaire  John 

Lord 

514   M^^pi  of  Beaulieu,  Henry  John 

356   Monteagle,    Henry   tJlick  Lord 

{Marquee  of  Sligo) 

418  Monteagle  of  Brandon,  Thomas 
S|HiDg  Lord 

149    Morley,  Albert  Edmund  Earl  of 

82    Morton,  Sholto  George  Watson  Earl 
of.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 

393  Mostyn,  Llewelyn  NeviU  Vaughan 
Lord 

116  Mount  Edgcumbe,  William  Henry 
Earl  of 

538    Mount  Stephen,  George  Lord 

266  Mowbray,  Charles  Botolph  Joseph 
Lord 

579    Muncaster,  Joealyn  Francis  Lord 
160    Munster,  Aubrey  Earl  of 

341  Muakerry,  Hamilton  Matthew  Fitz- 

maurice  Lord.  {Elected  for 
Ireland)        digitized  by  GoOgle 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  THE 
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463   Napier,  Robert  William  Lord 

135   Nelson,  Horatio  Earl 

24  Newcastle,  Heniy  Felbam  Archibald 

Douglas  Duke  of 
577    Newlands,  William  Wallace  Lord 
546   Newton,  Thomas  Wodehouse  Lord 

10   Norfolk,  Heniy  Duke  of.  {Earl 

Marshal  of  England) 
48  Normanby,    Gcmstantine  Charles 
Henry  Marquess  of 
279    North,  William  Henry  John  Lord 

41    Northampton,     William  Geotge 

Spencer  Soott  Marquese  of 
501   Northboume,  Walter  Henry  Lord 
184   Northbrook,  Tbomaa  George  Earl  of 
586    Northcote,  Henry  Stafford  Lord 

88    Northesk,   David   John  Earl  of. 
(Elected  far  Scaland) 
505   Northington,  Frederic  Lord.  {Lord 
Henley) 

25  Northumberland,    Henry  G^rge 

Duke  of 

483    Norton,  Charles  Bowyer  Lord 
257   Norwich,  John  Bishop  of 


690   O'Brien,  Peter  Lord^ 

465   0*Hagan,  Maurice  Herbert  Ignatius 

Towneley  Lord 
452    O'Neill,  Edward  Lord 
131    Onslow,  William  Hillier  Earl  of 

404  Oranmore  and  Browne,  Geoffrey 
Henry  Browne  Lord.  {Elected 
for  Ireland) 

139   Orford,  Robert  Horace  Earl  of 

371  Oriel,  Clotworthy  John  Eyre  Lord. 
{Viscmni  Massereene) 

461    Ormathwaite,  Arthur  Lord 

368   Ormonde,  James  Edward  William 

Theobald  Lord.      {Marquess  of 

Ormonde) 

553   Overtoun,  John  Campbell  Lord 

420  Oxenfoord,  John  Hew  North 
Gustave  Henry  Lord.  {Earl  of 
Stair) 


231    Peel,  Arthur  Welleeley  Viscount 

05  &  60  Pembroke  and  Montgomery, 
Sidney  Earl  of.  (Lord  Stevsard  of 
the  Household) 


448  Penrhyn,  George  Sholto  Gordoo 
Lord 

262    Peterborough,£dward  CarrBuhopof 

282   Fetre,  Bernard  Henry  Philip  Loid 

649    Playfair,  George  James  Lord 

380    Plunket,  William  Lee  Lord 

392  Poltimore,  Augustus  Frederidc 
George  Warwick  Lord 

302  Ponsonby,  Walter  William  Bnbwn 
Lord,   {Earl  of  BaAoroa^) 

22    Portland,  William   John  Artlmr 
Charles  James  Duke  of 

227   Portman,  William  Heniy  Berkeley 

Viscount 
101   Fortnnoutli,  Newton  Earl  d 
80   Poulett,  William  John  Lydston  EaH 

209  Powerscourt,  Mervyn  Edwud  Vb 
count.    {Elected  for  Ir^ami) 

504  Powerscourt,  Mervyn  Edvaid  Lori 
{In  another  plate  as  Vimil 
Powei-scourf) 

135   Powis,  George  Charles  Earl  of 


109    Radnor,  Jacob  Earl  of 

426   ^^'^^^t  George  Fitz-Boy  Heoiy 

476   Ramsar,    Arthur  Oeoige  Mule 
Lord.    (Earl  of  DaUumu) 

378    Ranfurly,  Uchter  John  Blaik  LonL 
{Earl  of  Banfurly) 

465   Rathdonnell,  Thomas  Kane  Lori 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

564   Rathmore,  David  Robert  Lord 

182   Ravensworth,  AthoU  Charles  Esrl  of 

374    Rayleigh,  John  William  Lord 

494   Reay,  Donald  James  Lord 

698  Redesdale,  Algernon  Bertram 

556   Rendel,  Stuart  Lord 

507    Revelstoke,  John  Lord 

337    Ribblesdale,  Thomas  Lord 

12   Richmond,  Charles  Henry  Duke  of 

236    Ridley,  Matthew  White  Viscount 

49    Rioon,  George  Frederick  Samuel 

Marquess  of 
248    Ripon,  William  Boyd  Bishop  of 
199    Roberts,  Frederick  Sleigh  Eari 
685   Robertson,  James  Patrick  Banner 

man  Lord.   {A  Lord  of  Afpea^  " 

Ordinary)f-^  i 
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960  Boch«8ter,  Edward  Stoart  Bishop  of 

315   Rodney,   George  Kidges  Harley 

Dennett  Lorn 
442    Romillv,  John  Gaspard  Le  Marchant 

Lord 

132   Romney,  Charles  Earl  of  I 

382   Roseberj',  Archibald  Philip  Lord. , 

(Earl  of  Bosebery) 

568   Kosmead,  Hercules  Arthur  Temple  , 
Lord  j 

137   Rosse,  Lawrence  Earl  of.  {Elected' 
fer  Ireland)  I 

139    Rosslyn,  James  Francis  Harry  Earl 
of 

408    Roasmore,  Derrick  Warner  William 
Lord 

506    Rothschild,  Nathaniel  Mayer  I/)rd 
178    Rossell,  John  Fraods  Stanley  Earl 
20    Rutland,  John  James  Robert  Duke 
of 


482    Sackville,  Lionel  Saokville  Lord 

15    St.  Albans,  Charles  Victor  Albert 

Aubrey  De  Vere  Duke  of 
261    St.  Albans,  Edgar,  Bishop  of  j 
253   St  Asaph,  Alfred  George  Bishop  of : 
263  St.  Davids,  John  Bishop  of  ! 
148    Saint  Germans,  Henry  Comwallis 

Earl  of  ! 
380   St.  John  of   Bletsq,  Beauchamp| 

Moubray  Lord 
425    Sunt  Leonards,  Edward  Burtenshaw  ' 

Lord 

529   Saint  Leran,  John  Lord 
512   Saint  (tewald,  Rowland  Lord 
212   St.  Vincent,  Carnegie  Parker  Vis- 
count 

9  &  35    Salisbury,  James  Edward  Hubert  I 
Marquess  of.  {Lord  Privy  Seal) ! 

250  Salisbury,  John  Bishop  of  | 
331   Saltereford,  James  G^rge  Heniy  | 

Lord.    {Earl  of  CovxUnm) 
293   Saltoun,  Alexander  \Villiam  Fredk. 

Lord.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 
466   Sandhurst,  William  Lord 
69    Sandwich,  Edward  George  Henry 
Earl  of 

353   Sandys,  Augustus  Frederick  Arthur 
Lord 

VOL.  CXXIX.       [PoufCTH  Seribs.] 
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536   Savile,  John  Savile  hord 

283   Saye  and  Sele,  John  Fiennes  Lord 

76   Scarborough,  Aldred  Fredk.  Geoi;g& 
Beresf ord  Earl  of 

303   Scarsdale,  Alfred  Nathaniel  Holden 

L(HX1 

'419   Seaton,  John  Reginald  Upton  Lord 

'  387   Sefton,  Osbert  Cecil  Lord.  (Earl  of 
Seftim) 

189    Selborne,  William  Waldegrave  Earl 
ol 

73  Shaftesbury,  Anthony  Earl  of 
541    Shand,  Alexander  Bums  Lord 

354   Sheffield,  Henry  North  Lord.  {EaH 

ofShe^Md) 
318    Sherborne,  Edward  Lennox  Lord 

57    Shrewsbury,  Charles  Henry  John 
Earl  of 

484   Shute,    Walter   Bulkeley  Lord. 

{Ftseow^  Barrington) 

593   Shuttleworth,  Ughtred  James  Lord 

214    Sidmouth,  William  Wells  Viscount 

370    Silchester,  Thomas  Lord.    {Earl  of 
Longford) 

294    Sinclair,    Charles    William  Lord. 

(Elected  fvr  Scotland) 

376    Somerhill,  Hubert   George  Lord. 
{Marquess  of  Claniicarde) 

316   Somers,  Arthur  Herbert  Tennysou 
Lord 

11    Somerset,  Algernon  Duke  of 

468   Somerton,    Sidney   James  Lord. 

{Earl  of  Normanton) 

188  Sondes,  George  Edward  Earl 

313  Southampton,  Charles  Henry  Lord 

247  Southwell,  Geoige  Bishop  of 

110  Spencer,  John  Foyntz  Earl 

287  Stafford,  Fitzherbert  Lord 

520  Stalbridge,  Richard  de  Aquila  Lord 

66  Stamford,  William  Earl  of 

95  Stanhope,  Arthur  Philip  Earl 

414   Stanley  of  Alderley,  Edward  Lyulph 

Lord 

555    Stanmore,  Arthur  Lord 

330   Stewart  of  Garlies,  Randolph  Henry 
Lord.    (Earl  of  Galloway) 

154   Stradbroke,  George  Edward  John 

Mowbray  Earl  of 

173   Strafford,  Francis  Edmund  Cecil 

Earl  of                n  \ 
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115   Strange,  John  James  Hugh  Henry 
Earl   {Duke  of  Jihoir)  « 

676   Strathcona    and    Mount  Boyal, 
Donald  Alexander  Lord 

403   Stratheden,    Hallyburton  George 
Lord 

499   Strathspey,  James  Lord.  (Sari  of 

Smfield) 

329   Stuart  of  Castle  Stuart,  Francis 
James  Lord.    {Earl  of  Moray) 

412   Sudeley,  Charles  Douglas  Richard 
Lord 

602  Sudley,ArthurJoceIynCharlesLord. 
{Earl  of  Arran) 

321   Suffield,  Charles  Lord 

62   Sofiblk    and    Berkshire,  Henry 
Molynenx  Paget  Earl  of 

28   Sutherland,  Cromartie  Duke  of 

651   Swansea,  Ernest  Ambrose  Lord 


4  29  Talbot  de  Malahide,  Richard  Wogan 
Lord 

92   Tankerrille,  George  Montagu  Earl  of 

166   Temple  of  Stowe,  Algernon  William 

.  Stephen  Earl 
394   Templemore,  Henry  Spencer  Lord 

216  Templetown,  Henry  Edward  Mon- 
tagu Dorington  Clotwort^  Vis- 
count.  {Elteted  for  Irdana) 

498    Tennyson,  Hallam  Lord 

379  Tenterden,  Charies  Stuart  Henry 
Lord 

286  Teynham,  Henry  John  Philip 
Sidney  Lord 

626   Thring,  Henry  Lord 

326   Thurlow,  Thomas  John  Lord 

480  Tollemache,  Wilbraham  Frederic 
Lord 

296  Torphichen,  James  Walter  Lord. 
{Eteded  for  ScoUmd) 

206    Torrington,  George  Master  Viscount 

34   Townshend,  John  James  Dudley 
Stuart  Marquess 

435    Tredegar,  (rodfrey  Charles  Lord 

489   Trevor,  Arthur  William  Lord 

364  Truro,  3cAm  Bishop  of 

492  Tveeddale,  William  Montagu  Lord. 
(Margwss  of  Tweeddak) 

497   Tweedmouth,  Edward  Lord 


319   Tyrone,  Henry  De  La  Poer  Lord. 
{Margum  of  JFaierford) 


8  &  167  Vane,  Charles  Stewart  EarL 
{Marquess  of  Londondcrri/)  {Lord 
President  of  the  Council) 

275  Vaux    of    Harrowden,  Hubert 

George  Charles  Lord 
347    Ventry,  DayroUes  Blakeney  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 
306   Vernon,  George  Francis  Augustus 

Lord 

146   Verolam,  James  Walter  Earl  of 
421   Vivian,  George  Creapigny  Brabason 
Lord 

W 

1    Wales,  His  Royal  Highness  The 
Prince  of 

98   Waldegrave,  William  Frederick  Earl 
311   Walsingham,  Thomas  Lord 
560   Wandsworth,  Sydney  James  Lord 
557    Welby,  Reginald  Earle  Lord 

27   Wellington,  Arthur  Charles  Duke  of 

369   Wemyss,    Francis  Richard  Lord. 

(Earl  of  Wemyss) 
416   Wenlock,  Beilby  Lord 

276  Wentworth,  Ralph  Gordon  Lord. 

iln  another  pUue  as  Earl  of  Low- 
lace) 

439   Westbory,  Richard  Luttrell  FiUdng- 
ton  Lord 

121    Westmeath,   Anthony  Francis  Eaji 

of.    {Eletied  for  Irdamd) 
29   Westminster,  Hugh  Richard  Arthur 
Duke  of 

64   Westmorland,  Antiiony  Mildmay 

Julian  Earl  of 
183   Wbamcliffe,  Francis  John  Earl  of 
377   WiMn,    James    Ludovic  Lord. 

(£aW  of  Crawford) 
274   Willou^hby    de  Broke,  Richard 

Greville  Lord 
134   Wilton,  Arthur  George  Eari  of 
486    Wimbome,  Ivor  Bertie  Lord 
32   Winchttter,  Heni^  William  Mon- 
tagu Marquess  of 
243   Winchester,      Herbert  Edward 
Bishop  of 

67   Winchilsea  and  Nottingham,  Hemy 
Stormont  Eari  of 
278   Windsor,  RobertfJeorge  Lord 
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176   WintoQ,  George  Arnulph  Earl  of. 
{SaH  EgUiUom) 

229  Wobeley,  Garnet  Joseph  Yiscount 

463  Wdverton,  Frederick  Lord 

402   Wwliii^kam,  Ardiibald  Brabazon 
Sparrow  Lord.   {Earl  of  Gosford) 

41 1   Wrottealey,  Arthur  Lord 

384   Wynford,  George  Lord 

Y 

167    Yarboroagh,  Chas.  Alfred  Worsley 
Earl  of 

7    York,  William  I^ilrymple  Arch- 
bishop ot 

Z 

53    Zetland,  Lawrence  Marquess  of 

270    Zouche   of  Haryngworth,  Kobert 
Nathaniel  Cecil  Qeorgo  Lord 


The  foUowmg  Lords  have  Two  Numbers, 
bang  Twice  named  in  fA«  BoU : 

Earl  of  Halsbury,  as  Lord  Hiah  Chan- 
cellor, and  as  Earl  of  Halsbury. 
(Nos.  6  and  198.) 

Earl  Vane  (Marquess  of  Londonderry),  as 
Lord  President,  and  as  Earl  Vane 
(Marquess  of  Londonderry).  (Nos.  8 
and  157.) 

Marquess  of  Salisbury,  as  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  and  as  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Nos.  9  and  35.) 

Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  as 
Lord  Steward,  and  as  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke and  Montgomery.  (Nos.  56 
and  60.) 

Earl  of  Clarendon,  as  Lord  Chamber* 

lain,   and  as   Earl  of  Clarendon. 

(Nos.  56  and  113.) 
Karl  of  Lovelace,  as  Earl  of  Lovelace,  and 

as  Lord  Wentworth.   (Nos.  170  and 

276.) 

Eurl  de  Montalt,  as  Earl  de  Montalt,  and 
as  Viscount  Hawarden.  (Nob.  191 
and  211.) 

Viscount  Powerscourt,  as  Viscount 
Powersoourt^  and  as  Lord  Powers- 
court.   (Nob.  209  and  504.) 
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Fifth  Session  of  the  Twentt-seventh  Parlia^ient 

OF 

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


4  EDWARD  VII.  1904 


}&^~Aeeording  to  the  Usage  of  ParUametU,  lohen  the  House  appoints  a  Seled  Committee 
ihe  Lords  appoinied  to  serve  upon  it  are  named  in  the  Order  of  their  Bank,  beginning  wUh 
tie  Highest ;  and  so,  when  the  Hmse  sends  a  Committee  to  a  Conference  with  the 
CmmonSt  the  Lord  higheri  in  Bank  is  called  first,  and  the  rest  go  forth  m  Uke  Order  : 
But  tdten  the  Hliole  House  is  called  over  for  any  Purpose,  within  the  House,  or  for  the 
Pvifoie  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster  Hall,  or  upon  anypubUc  Solemnity,  the  Call 
h^in  inmriablp  with  the  Junior  Baron. 


1  His  Royal  Higknees  The  Prince  of  1 

Wales.  i 

2  His  Royal  Highness  Arthur  William 

Patoick  Alb^  Duke  of  Con- 
naught  and  Stratheam 

3  His    Royal    Highness  Leopold 

Charles  Edward  George  Albert , 
Duke  of  Albany  ! 

4  His    Royal     Highness    George  j 

William  Frederi^  Charles  Diue  ! 

of  Cambridge 

5  Bandall  Thomas  Archbishop  of 

Canterbury 

6  Hardinge  Stanley  Earl  of  Halabury 

Lord  High  Chancellor 


7  William  Dalrymide  Archlushop  of 

York 

8  Charles     Steward    Earl  Vane. 

(Marquess  of  Londonderry).  Lord 
Prea^ni  of  the  CouneiL 

9  James  Edwud  Hubert  Marquess 

of  S^bury,  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

10  Henry    Duke   of   Norfolk,  Earl 

Marshal  of  England 

11  Algenum  Duke  d  Somerset 

12  Charles  Henry  Duke  of  Riehmond 

13  Augustus  Charles  Leni'Ox  Duke  of 

Grafton 

14  Henry  Adelbert  Wellii.gtonFitzroy 

DiAe  of  Beau%J^ed  by  GoOgle 
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1  5    Charles  Victor  Albert  Aubrey  de 
Vere  Diike  of  St.  Albans 

16  Gooitfo  Godolphin  Duke  of  Leeds 

17  Herbrand  Arthur  Duke  of  Bedford 

18  Spencer  Compton  Duke  of  Devon- 

shire. 

19  Charles   Richard   John   Duke  of 

Marlborough 

20  John  James  Bobert  Duke  of  Rut- 

land 

21  Alfred  Douglas  Duke  of  Brandon 

22  William    John    Arthur  Charles 

James  Duke  of  Portland 

23  William  Angus  Drogo  Duke  of 

Manchester 

24  Henry  Pelham  Archibald  Douglas 

Duke  of  Newcastle 

26    Henry  Geoi|^  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland 

26  His  Royal  Highness  Ernest  Augus- 

tus William  Adolphus  George 
Frederick  Duke  of  Cumberland 
and  Teviotdale 

27  Arthiu-  Charles  Duke  of  Wellington 

28  Cromartie  Duke  of  Sutherland 

29  Hueh  Richard  Arthur  Duke  of 

Westminster 

30  Alexander  William  George  Duke  of 

Fife 

31  John  Douglas  Sutherland  Duke  of 

ArgyU 

32  Henry  William  Montagu  Marquess 

of  Winchester 

33  Henry  Charles  Keith  Marquess  of 

Lansdowne 

34  John  James  Dudley  Stuart  Marquess 

Townshend 

35  James  Fdward  Hubert  Marquess 

Salisbury.  In  anther  place  as 
lord  Privy  Seal.) 

36  Thomas  Henry  Marquess  of  Bath 

37  James    ftfarquess    of  Abercom 

(Duke  of  Abercom) 

38  Hugh  de  Grey  Marquess  of  Hert- 

ford 

39  John  Marquess  of  Bute 

40  William  Thomas  Brownlov  Mar- 

quess of  Exeter 

41  William    George    Spencer  Scott 

Marquess  of  Northampton 

42  John  Charles  ftlarquess  Camden 

4J   Henry  Cyril  Marquess  of  Anglesey 


IE  LORUS 

44  George  Henry  Hugh  Marquess  of 

Cholmondeley. 

45  Henry    Augustus     Marquess  of 

Ailesbury 

46  Frederick  William  John  Marquess 

of  Bristol 

47  Archibald  Marquess  of  Ailsa 

48  Constantino  Charles  Henry  Mar' 

quess  of  Normanby 

49  George  Frederick  Sunuel  Marquess 

<rf  Ripon 

50  William  Marquess  of  AbergaTcnny 

51  Gavin  Marquess  of  Breadalbane 

52  Terence  John  Temple  Marquess  of 

Duffeiin  and  Ara 

53  Lawrence  Alarquess  of  Zetland  | 

54  John  Adrian  Louis  Marquess  of 

Linlithgow  | 

55  Sidney  Earl   of  Pembroke  and 

Montgomery,  Lord  Steward  of  the  ! 

Household  ! 

56  Edward  Hyde  Earl  of  Clarendon,  | 

Lord  Chamberlain  of  ike  Ifousduld 

57  Charles    Henry    John    Earl  of 

Shrewsbury 

58  Frederick  Arthur  Earl  of  Derby 

59  Warner  Frauds  John  Plantagenet 

Earl  of  Huntingdon 

60  Sidney  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 

gomeiy.    {In  aw^her  place  « 
Lord  Steward  of  the  Household) 

61  Charles  Fepys  Earl  of  Devon 

62  Henry  Molyneux  Paget  Earl  of  ' 

Suffolk  uid  Berkshire 

63  Rudolph   Robert   Basil  Aloysius 

Augustine  Earl  of  Denbigh 

64  Anthony  Mildmay  Julian  Earl  of 

Westmorland 

65  Montague    Peregrine  Albemarie 

Earl  of  Lindsey 

66  William  Earl  of  Stamfonl 

67  Henry  Stormont  Earl  of  Winchilsea 

and  Nottingham 

68  Edwyn  Francis  Earl  of  Chesterfield 

69  Edward  George   Henry  Eari  of 

Sandwich 

70  Geoi^e  Devereux  de  Vere  Earl  of  | 

Essex 

71  George  James  Earl  of  Carlisle 

72  William    Henry  Walter  Earl  of 

Doncaster.  {Duke  ofBw^euch  umi 
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73  Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 

74  Randal  Mowbray  Tbonuts  Earl  of 

Berkeley 

75  Montagu  Arthur  Earl  of  Abingdon 

76  Aldred  Frederick  George  Beresf ord 

Earl  of  Scarborough 

77  Arnold  Allan  Cecil  Earl  of  Albe- 

marle 

78  George  William  Earl  of  Coventry 

79  Victor  Albert  Geoi^  Earl  of  Jersey 

80  William  John  Lydston  Earl  Poulett 

81  John  Francis  Erskine  Earl  of  Mar. 

(EkeUd  for  Srctland) 

82  Sholto   George  Watson   Earl  of 

Morton.    (Elected  for  Scotland) 

83  Walter  John  Francis  Earl  of  Mar 

and  Kellie.  {Elected for  Scotland) 

84  George     Earl     of  Haddington. 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

85  Frederick  Henry  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

'86  Robert  Harris  C^imwath  Earl  of 
Camwath.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 

67  ttonald  Ruthren  Earl  of  Leven  and 
Melville.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 

88  DaWd   John  Earl   of  Northeak, 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

89  Douglas  Mackinnon  BailUe  Hamil- 

ton Earl  of  Dundonald.  {Elected 
for  Scotland) 

90  Sevallis  Edward  Earl  Ferrers 

91  William  Heneage   Earl   of  Dart- 

mouth 

92  George  Montagu  Eari  of  Tankerville 

93  Charles  Wightwick  Earl  of  Aylea- 

ford 

94  Francis    Thomas  De   Grey  Earl 

Cowper 

95  Arthur  Philip  Earl  Stanhope 

M  George  Loveden  William  Heury 
Earl  of  Macclesfield 

97  Douj^  Beresford  Malise  Ronald 

Earl  Graham.  {Duke  of  Mont- 
rote) 

98  WflUam  Frederick   Earl  Walde- 

grave 

99  Bertram  Earl  of  Aahbumham 

100  Charles  Augustas  Earl  of  Harring- 

ton 

101  Newton  Earl  of  Portsmouth 

102  Francis  Richard  Charles  Guy  Eari 

&ooke  ap^  "ilarl  of  Warwick 


103  Sidney  Carr  Earl  of  Rucking^um- 

shin 

104  William  Charies  De  Meuron  Earl 

Vitzwilliam  ■ 

105  Frederick  George  Earl  of  Guilford 

106  Albert  Edward  Philip  Henry  Eari 

of  Hardwicke 

107  Henry  Edward  Earl  of  Ilchester 

108  Gilbert  George  Reginald  Earl  De 

La  Warr 

109  Jacob  Earl  of  Radnor 

110  John  Poyntz  Earl  Spencer 

111  Seymour  Henry  Eai-1  Bathurst 

112  Arthur   Wills   John  Wellington 

Trumbull  Blundell  Earl  of  Hills- 

I  borough.     {Marqttess  of  Down- 

'  shire) 

j  113    Edward  Hvde  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

j  (In  another  placf  as  Lord  Cham- 

bei-lain  of  the  Household) 

114  William  David  Eari  of  Mansfield 

115  John  James    Hugh  Henry  Earl 

Strange.   {Dvke  of  Atholl) 

116  William  Henry  Eari   of  Mount 

Edgcumbe 

117  Hugh  Earl  Fortescue 

118  George  Edward  Stanhope  Molyneuz 

Eari  of  Carnarvon 

119  George  Henry  Eari  Cadogan 

120  James  Edward  Earl  of  Malmesbiuy 

121  Anthony  Francis  Earl  of  West- 

meatn.    {Elected  fm-  Ireland) 

122  Ponsonby  William  Earl  of  Drogheda 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 

123  John  Vansittart  Danvers  Eari  of 

Lanesborough.  {Elected  for  Ire- 
land) 

124  Dermot  Robert  Wyndham  Eari  of 

Mayo.    {Elected  for  Ireland) 

125  Hi«h  Eari  Annesley.    {Elected  for 

h'eland) 

126  George  )^r\  of  Lucan.    {Elected  for 

Ireland) 

127  Somerset  lUehard  Earl  of  Belmore. 

{Elected  for  Irdand^ 

128  James  Francis  Earl  of  Bandon. 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 

129  James    Francis   Harry   Earl  of 

Rosslyn 

130  William  George  Robert  Earl  of 

Craven 

131  WiUiaraHimer%yi^^*|8i«5rOgle 
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133   Chariee  Ewl  of  Bomney 

133  Francis  Godolphin  Earl  of  Chiches- 

ter 

134  Arthur  George  Earl  of  Wilton 

135  G^ige  Charles  Earl  of  Fowls 

136  Horatio  Earl  Nelson 

137  Lawrence  Earl  (tf  Bosse.  (Ekded 

/or  Irehnd) 

138  Charles    WiUiam    Sydney  Earl 

Manvers 

139  Robert  Horace  Earl  of  Orfonl 
UO    Albert  Henry  George  Earl  Grey 
Ul    Hugh  Cecil  Earl  of  Lonsdale 

142  John   Herbert   Dudley   Earl  of 

Harrowby 

143  Henry  Ulick  Earl  of  Hare  wood 

144  Gilbert  John  Earl  of  Minto 
146    Alan  Frederick  Earl  Cathcart 

146  James  Walter  Earl  of  Verulam 

147  Adalbert-  Wellington  Brownlow 

Earl  Brownlow 

1 48  Henry    Com  wallis   Earl    of  St. 

Germans 

149  Albert  Edmund  Earl  of  Morley 

160  George    Cecil   Orlando   Earl  of 
Bradford 

151    William  Earl  Beauchamp 
162   John  Earl  of  Eldon 
153    Richard  George  Penn  Earl  Howe 
164   George  Edward  John  Mowbray  Earl 
of  Btradbroke 

166  Akernon  William  Stephen  Earl 

Temple  of  Stowe 
156   Francis  Charles  Earl  of  Kilmorey 
{EUded  for  Ireland) 

167  Charles     Stewart     Earl  Vane. 

{Marqam  of  Londonderry.)  /» 
awitker  pkue  as  Lord  Present  of 
the  Council), 

158    William  Archer  Earl  Amheret 
169   Frederick  ArehibaW  Vaughan  Earl 
Cawdor 

160  Aubrey  Earl  of  Munster 

161  Robert  Adam  Philips  Haldane  Earl 

of  GamperdowQ 

162  Thomas  Francis  Earl  of  Lichfield 

163  John  George  Earl  of  Durham 

164  Granville  George  Earl  GranviUe 

165  Heniy  Alexander  Gordon  Earl  of 

Effingham 

166  Henry  John  Karl  of  Ducie 

167  Charles  Alfred  Woraley  Earl  of 

Yarborough 


THE 

1 168 

169 
170 
171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 
178 
179 
180 
I  181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 

187 

188 
189 

190 
191 
192 

193 
194 
195 
196 

197 
198 


199 
300 
201 
202 

203 


LORDB 

Henry  John  Earl  Innes.  {DnJuuj 
Roxhurghe) 

Thomas  William  Earl  of  Leicester 

Ralph  Gordon  Earl  of  Lorelaee 

Charles  William  Francis  Earl  (rf 
Gainsborough 

Francis  Charles  Granville  Karl  of 

Ellesmere 

Francis    Edmund    Cecil  Earl  of 
Strafford 

Kenelm  Charles  Edward  Earl  of 
Cottenham 

Henry   Arthur  Momington  Esri 

Cowley 

George  Amulph  Earl  of  Vinton 

{Earl  of  Eglintoun) 

William  Humble  Earl  of  Dudley 

John  Francis  Stanley  Earl  Russell 

John  Earl  of  Kimberley 

Vesey  Earl  of  Dartrey 

William  Ernest  Earl  of  Feversham 

AthoU  Charles  Earl  of  Bavenswwtb' 

Francis  John  Earl  of  Whamcliffe 

Thomas  George  Earl  of  Northbiook 

Herbert  John  Earl  C^ims 

Victor  Alexander  George  Robert 
Earl  of  Lytton 

Edward  George  Earl  of  Lathom 

George  Edward  Earl  Sondes 

William  Waldegrave  Siu-1  of  Sel- 
borne 

Walter  Stafiord  Earl  of  Iddesleigh 
Comwallis  Earl  de  Montalt 
William   Francis  Henry  Earl  of 

.  Londesboroiigh 
Gathome  Earl  of  Cranbrook 
Gilbert  Henry  Earl  of  Ancaster 
Charles  Robert  Earl  Carringtm 
Robert  Offley  Ashburton  Earl  of 
Crewe 

Wilbraham  Earl  Egerton 

Hardinge  Stanley  Earl  of  Hals- 
bury.  (7a  another  place  as  Lord 
High  Chancellm) 

Frederick  Sleigh  Earl  Roberts 
Evelyn  Earl  of  Cromer 
Robert  Viscount  Hereford 

Byron  Phmtagenet  Viscount  Falk- 
land.   {Elected  for  Scotland) 

  Viscoum  Bolingbroke  and 
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304  Gliarlefl  G^rge  Viacount  Gobham 

20S  Evelyn  Edward  Thomas  Visoount 
Falmouth 

i06  George  Master  Viacount  Torrington 

207  Maurice  Viscoant  Leinster.  {Duke 
of  Leuuter) 

306  Francis  Wheler  Visooont  Hood 

309  Mervyn  Edward  Viscount  Powers- 

court    (Ekded  for  Ireland) 

310  Henry  William  Crosbie  Viacount 

Bangor.    {Elected  fw  Ireland) 

311  ComwalHs   Viacount  Hawarden. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.)  {In  another 
place  as  Earl  de  Montalt) 

213  Carnegie  Parker  Viscoant  St  Vin- 
cent 

213  Henry  Viscount  Melville 

314  William  WeUs  Viscoant  Sidmouth 

S15  Henry  Edward  Montagu  Dorington 
Gotworthy  Viacount  Temple- 
town.    (Elected  far  Ireland) 

316  John  Campbell  Viscount  Qordon. 
{Earl  of  Aberdeen) 

217  Edward  Addington  Hargreaves. 
Viacount  Exmouth 

315  Richard   Walter  John  Viscoant 

HutchinacMi.   {Earl  of  Donougk- 

more) 

319  William  Frederick  Viscount  Clan- 
carty.    (Earl  of  Clanmtiif) 

220  Francis  Lynch  WeUingt<m  Viscoant 

Combermere 

221  Henry  Charles  Viscount  Canterbury 
322  Bowhmd  Richard  Viseount  Hill 

233  Henry  Chwles  Viscount  Hardinge 
224  Hugh  Viscount  Grough 

325  Charles  Lindley  Viscount  Halifax 

336  Alexander  Nelson  Viscount  Brid- 
port 

237  Wil&am  Henry  Berkeley  Viscount 
Portman 

328  Henry  Robert  Viacount  Hampden 

329  Garnet  Joseph  Viacount  Wcdseley 

230  Kichard  Assheton  Viscount  Cross 

231  Arthur  WeUesley  Viscount  Peel 

333  Henry  Thuntan  Viscount  Knuts- 
foid 

333  Henry  Viscount  Llandaff 

234  Bq;inald  Baliol  Viacount  Eshei 

235  Geocge  Joachim  Viscount  Groscheii 

236  Matthew  White  Viscount  Ridley 


237  Horatio  Herbert  Viacount  Kitchener 

of  Khartoum  and  of  the  Vaal 

238  Charles  Bobert  William  Viscount 

ColviUe  of  Oulims. 

239  Victor  Albert  Francis  Charles  Vis- 

count Churchill 

240  Alfred  Viscount  Milner 

241  Arthur  Foley  Bishop  of  London 

242  Handley  Carr  Glyn  Bishop  of  Dur- 

ham 

243  Herbert  Edward  Biahop  of  Win- 

chester 

244  Charles  John  Bishop  d  Gloucester 

245  Ernest  Roland  Bishop  of  Chichester 

246  Richard  Bishop  of  Llandaff 

247  George  Bishop  of  fk>uthwell 

248  William  Boyd  Biahop  of  Ripon 

249  Edward  Bishop  of  Lincoln 

250  John  Bishop  of  Salisbury 

251  Alwyne  ffishop  al  Ely 

252  Francis  John  Bishop  of  Chester 

253  Alfred  Geoi;ge  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 
364  J<An  Bii^p  of  Troro 

255  Augustus  Bishop  of  Lichfield 

256  John  Wareing  Bishop  <tf  Carlisle 

257  John  Biahop  of  Norwich 

258  George  Wyndham  Biahop  of  Bath 

ana  Wells 

259  John  Bishop  of  Hereford 

260  Edward  Stuart  Bishop  of  Rochester 
^61    Edgar  Biahop  of  St.  Albans 

262  Edward  Carr  Bishop   of  Peter- 

borough 

263  John  Bishop  of  St.  David's 

264  George  Forrest  Bishop  of  Bristol. 

266  Dudley  Charles  Lord  de  Roa. 

366   Charles  Botolph  Joaeph  Lord  Mow- 
bray 

267  George  Mannera  Lord  Hastings 

268  Jack  Southwell  Lord  de  Clifford 

269  Charles  Henry  RoUe  Lord  Clinton 

270  Robert  Nathaniel    Cecil  George 

Lord  Zouche  of  Haryngworth 

271  Rawdon  George  Grey  Lord  Grey  de 

Ruthyn 

272  Charles   Edward    Hastings  Lord 

Botreaux.    {Earl  of  Loudoun) 

273  Ralph  Frarcis  J^B^J.<«^^©^fc 
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274 
275 
276 

277 

278 

279 
280 

281 

282 

283 
284 

286 
286 

287 
288 

289 

290 

291 
292 

293 

294 

296 

296 

297 

298 

299 
300 
301 


Kichard  Oreville  Lord  Willoughby 
de  Broke 

Hubert  George  Charles  Lord  Vaux 
of  Harrowden 

'  '  Gordon  Lord  Wentworth. 

E another  place  as  Earl  of 
lace) 

Alfred  Thomas  Townshend  Lord 
Braye 

Robert  G^rge  Lord  Windsor 

William  Henry  John  Lord  North 

Beauchamp  Moubray  Lord  St.  John 
of  BletBO 

Thomas  Evtflyn  Lord  Howard  de 
Walden 

Bernard  Henry  Philip  Lord  Petre 

John  Fiennes  Lord  Saye  and  Sele 

John  Francis  Lord  Arundell  of 
Wardour 

Ronald  John  Lord  Dormer 

Henry  John  Philip  Sidney  Lord 
TejTiham 

Fitzherbert  Lord  Stafford 

George  Frederick  William  Lord 
Byron 

Lewis  Heni^  Hugh  Lord  Clifford 
of  Chudleigh 


302 

303 

304 
305 

306 

307 

308 
309 
310 
311 
312 
313 
314 

315 

316 

317 
318 
319 


Henry  John  Brinsley  Lord  Manners  ' 
of  Haddon.  {Marquess  of  Qranby)  i 

Henry  de  Vere  Lord  Barnard 

Horace  Conrtenay  Gammell  Lord 
Forbes.    {Ekded  for  Scotland) 

Alexander  William  Frederick  Lord 
Saltoun.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 

Charles  William  Lord  Sinclair. 
{Elected  for  Scothnd) 

James  Walter  Lord  Torphichen. 
(Elected  for  Scotland) 

Alexander  Hugh  Lord  Balfour  of 
Buriey,    {Ekcted  for  Scotland) 

Alexander  Charles  Lord  Belhaven 
and  Stenton.  {Eleded  for  Scot- 
land) 

Richard  Edmund  St.  Lawrence 
Lord  Boyle.  {Earl  of  Cork  and 
Oirery)  I 

Archibdd   Fitzroy  Gtoorge  Lord  1 33] 
Hay.    {Earl  of  Kiimffut)  \ 

Digby  Wentworth  Bayard  Lord  \  332 
Itliddleton  j 

Augustus  Debonnaire  John  Lord  ;  333 
Monaon 


321 
322 
323 
324 

325 

326 
327 
328 

j329 

I  330 


Walter    William  Brabazon  Lonl 
Ponsonby.   {Earl  of  BetAomg^ 

Alfred   Nathaniel  H<dden  Lord 
Scarsdale 

Oeoige  Florance  I^ord  Boston 

Augustus  Arthur  Lord  Lovel  and 
Holland.   {Earl  of  Egnumi) 

George  Francis   Augustus  Loid 
Vernon 

Edward    Henry   Tra&lgar  Lead 
Digby 

Martin  Bladen  Lord  Hawke 

Henry  Thomas  Lord  Foley 

Arthur  de  Cardonnel  Lord  Dinevor 

Thomas  Lord  Walsmgham 

William  Lord  Bagot 

Charles  Henry  Lord  Soutfaamptoi 

John  Riehard  Brinsley  Lord  6ran^ 
ley 

George  Bridges  Harley  Dennett 
Lord  Rodney 

Arthur  Herbert  Tennyson  Lord 

Somers 

Richard  Henry  Lord  Berwick 
Edward  Lennox  Lord  Sherbome 

Hen^  De  La  Poer  Lord  Tyrone 

{Marquess  of  Waterford) 

Richard    Henry    Lord  Carleton. 

{Earl  of  Shannon) 

Charles  Lord  Suffield 

Lloyd  Lord  Kenycm 

Henry  Lord  Braybrooke 

George  Augustus  Hamilton  Lord 
Fisnerwick.  {Marquess  of  Dow- 
gall) 

Henry  Charles  Lord,  Gage.  {Vis- 
count  Gage) 

Thomas  John  Lord  Thurlow 

William  Morton  Lord  Auckland 

Thomas  Charles  Lord  Mendip, 
{Vitcffurd  Cl^den) 

Francis  James   Lord  Stuart  ^ 

Castle  Stuart.    {Earl  of  Moray) 

Randolph  Henry  Lord  Stewart  d 
Garlies.    {E(vrl  of  Galloway) 

James  Georae  Henry  Lord  Saltan- 
ford.   {Earl  of  CouHmm) 

William  Lord  Brodrick.  (  ViaeomU 
Midleton) 

Augustus  Chdjqaondeley  Loid  Cil* 
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334  Peter  Robert  Lord  Gwydir 

335  raiam  Thomas  Lord  Bolton 

336  John  Lord  Lilford 

337  Thomas  I^rd  Ribblesdale 

338  Eobei-t  St.  John  FitzWalter  Lord 
Dunboyne.    {Elected  for  Inkmd) 

Ladus  William  Lord  Inchiqnin. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

John  Thomas  \yilliam  Lord  Musy. 
{Elected  far  Ireland) 

341,  Hamilton  Matthew  Fitzmaurice 
Lord  Moskerry.  {Elected  for 
Ireland) 

Francis  William  Lord  Kilmaine. 
(Elected  for  Ireland) 

Luke  Gerald  Lord  Qonbrock. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

Charles  Mark  Lord  Headley. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

Edward  Henry  Churchill  Lord 
Crofton.    {Elected  for  Ireland) 

Hercules  Edward  Lord  Laiigf«rd 

(Elected  for  Ireland) 

Dayrolles  Blakeney  Lord  Ventry. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

Henry  0'CaUu;han  Lord  IHinalley. 
{EUded  for  Ireland) 

John  Henry  Lord  Loftua.  {Mar- 
qttess  of  Ely) 

William  Lord  Carysfort.  {Earl  of 
Carysfort) 

George  Ralph  Lord  Abercromby 

Edward  Downes  Lord  Kllenbonmgh 

Augustus  Frederick  Arthur  Lord 

Sandys 

Heniy  North  Lord  Sheffield.  {Earl 
ofSheffidd) 

William  Macnagfaten  Lord  Enkine 

Henry  Ulick  Lord  Montea^e 
{Marquess  of  Sligo) 

Bernard  Arthur  William  Patrick 
Hastings  Lord  Granard.  (Earl 
of  Granard) 

 Lord  Gardner 


339 
340 


342 

343 

344 

345 

346 

347 

348 

349 

350 

351 
352 
353 

354 

355 
356 

357 


358 

359 
360 

361 


John  Thomas  Lord  Manners 

Albert  Edward  Lord  Castlemaine. 
{Elected  firr  Irela/nd) 

Charles  Lord  Meldrom.  {Mairqitess 
ofHuntly) 

Lowry  Egerton  Lord  Grinstead. 
{Earl  of  Enniskaim)  ■. 


363  William  Heniy  Edmond  de  Vere 

SheaffeLordFoxford.    {Earl  of 
Limeridi) 

364  George    Robert    Canning  Lord 

Harris 

365  Rwinald  Charles   Edward  Lord 

Colchester 

366  Robert    Schomberg    Lord  Ker. 

(Marquess  of  Lothian) 

367  Victor  George  Henry  Francis  Lord 

Minster.    {Marque^^  Oonyngham) 

368  James  Edwani  AVilliam  Theobakl 

Lord   Ormonde.     {Marquess  of 

Ormonde) 

369  Francis  Richard  Lord  Wemyss. 

(Earl  of  Wemyss) 

370  Thomas  Lord  Silchester.    (Eaarl  of 

Longford) 

371  Clotworthy  John  Eyre  Lord  Oriel 

{Viscount  Massereene) 

372  Hugh  Lord  Dehmere 

373  Cecil  Theodore  Lord  Forester 

374  John  William  Lord  Rayleigh 

375  Edric  Frederic  Lord  Giffiord 

376  Hubert  George   Lord  Somerhill 

{Marquess  of  Clanricarde) 

377  James  Ludovic  Lord  Wigan.  (Eairl 

of  Crawford) 

378  Uchter  John  Mark  Lord  Ranfurly. 

{£arf  of  Ranfvrly) 

379  Charles  Stuart  Heniy  Lord  Ten- 

terden 

380  William  Lee  Lord  Plunket 

381  Leonard  Ix>rd  Heytesbury 

382  Archib^d   Philip  Lord  Rosebery. 

{Earl  of  Rosebery) 

383  Richard  James  Lord  Clanwilliam. 

(Earl  of  ClanwUliam) 

384  George  Lord  Wynford 

385  Charles   Gore  Lord  Kilmarnock. 

{Earl  of  Erroll) 

386  Arthur  James  Francis  Lord  Fin- 

gai^.    {Earl  of  FingaU) 

387  Osbert  Cecil  Lord  Sefton.  (EaH  of 

Sefton) 

388  Charles  Lord  Clements.    (Earl  of 

Leitrim) 

389  Geo£frey    Thomas    Lord  Kenlis. 

(Marquess  of  Hetidforf) 

390  Reginald  Lord  Chaworth.  (Earl 

of  Meath)       ^^g,.^^^  by  GoOgle 
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Charles  Adolphus  Lord  Dunmore. 
(Earl  of  Vitnmore) 

392  Augustus  Frederick  George  War- 

wick Lord  Poltimore 

393  Llewelyn   Nevill  Vaughan  Lord 

Mostyn 

394  Henry  Spencer  Lord  Templemore 

395  Valentine  Frederick  Lord  Clon- 

cuny 

.396   James  St.  Vincent  Lord  de  Sau- 
marez 

397   Thomas  Lord  Denman 

-398   Shelley  Leopold    Laurence  hord 
Abinger 

399  Philip  Loi^  De  L'lsle  and  Dudley 

400  Francis  Denzil  Edward  Lord  Ash- 

burton 

401  Edward     George    Percy  Lord 

Hatherton 

402  Archibald  Brabazon  Sparrow  liord 

Worlingham.    (Earl  <ff  Gosford) 

403  Hallyhurton  George  Lord  Strathe- 

den 

404  Geofirey   Heniy    Browne  Lord 

Oranmore  and  Browne.  (Slatfd 
for  IreUind) 

405  Simon  Joseph  Lord  Ijovat 

406  William  Spencer  Lord  Bateman 

407  Algernon  Hawkins  Thomond  Lord 

Kintore.    (Earl  ofKintorf) 

408  Derrick  Warner  William  Lord 

RoBsmore 

409  Robert    Shapland  Geoi^  Julian 

Lord  Carew 

410  WiUiam  Ashley  Webb  Lord  De 

Mauley 

411  Arthur  Ijord  Wrottesley 

412  Charies    Douglas    Richard  Lord 

Sudeley 

413  Paul  Sanford  Lord  Methuen 

414  Edward  Lyulph  Lord  Stanley  of 

Alderley 

415  William  Henry  Lord  Leigh 

416  Beilby  Lord  Wenlock 

417  William  Lord  Lurgan 

418  Thomas  Spring  Lord  Montcagle  of 

Brandon 

419  John  Reginald  Upton  Lord  Seaton 

420  John  Hew  North  Gustave  Henry 

Lord  Oxenfoord.    (Earl  of  Stair) 


George  Crespigny  Brabazon  Lord 
Vivian 

422  Henry  Lord  Congleton 

423  Victor    Alexander  Lord  El^ 

(Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincardine) 

424  Arthur  Lord  de  Freyne 

425  Edward   Burtenshaw   Lord  Saint 

Leonards 

436    George  Fitz-Roy  Henry  Lord  Raglan 

427  Valentine  Augustus  Lord  Kenmare. 

(Earl  of  Kenmatr) 

428  Henry  Lord  Belper 

429  Richard  Wogan  Lord  Talbot  de 

Malahide 

430  Robert  Wellesley  Lord  Ebury 

431  Charles  Compton  William  Lord 

Chesham 

432  Frederic  Augustus  Lord  Chelms- 

ford 

433  John  Lord  Churston  i 

434  Charles  Henry  Lord  Leconfield 

435  Godfrey  Charles  Lord  Tredegar 

436  Courtenay    Robert   Percy  Lord 

Lyveden 

437  Henry  Charles  Ijord  Brougham  and 

Vaux 

438  Arthur  Fitz-Gerald  Lord  Kimiaiid 

439  Richard  Luttrell  Pilkington  Loid 

Westbury 

440  Charles  Paget  Fitzhardinge  Lord 

Fitzhardinge 

441  Luke  Lord  Annaly 

442  John  Gaspard  Lo  Marchant  Lord 

Romilly 

443  Junes  Herbert  Gustarus  Meredyth 

Lord  Meredyth.  (Lord  Ath- 
lumnetf) 

444  Windham  Thomas   Lord  Keniy. 

(Earl  of  Dunraven  and  Mount-Ean) 

445  Henry  Power  Charles  Stanley  Lord 

Monck.    (FiscouiU  Monek) 

446  Charles    Henry    Chandos  Lord 

Hartismere.    {Lord  Hennikti) 

447  Hylton  George  Hylton  Lord  Hylton 

448  George  Sholto  Gordon  Lord  Pen- 

rhyn 

449  Gustavus  Russell  Lord  Brancepeth- 

(Fincouni  lioyne) 

450  John  Henry  Lord  Kesteven 

451  Art!H^tJ^S^J<S®©(!?l<^ 
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485 

486 
487 
488 


489 
490 
491 

492 

493 


452  Edwaiti  Lord  O'NeiU 

■15S   Robert  William  Lord  Napier 

454  Jenico  William  Joseph  Lord  Gor- 1 

nuuuton.   {Fiseoiad  Gormamton)  ' 

455  Thomas  Kane  Lord  Bathdonnell  | 

{Elected  jw  Ir^nd) 

456  John  Hamilton  Lord  Lawrence 

457  John  Lord  Dunning.    (Lwl  EoUo) 

458  James  Lord  Balinhard.     {Earl  of 

SmUhesk) 

459  William   Lord   Hare.    {Earl  of 

460  Francis  Edwaid  Lord  Howard  of  ^ 

Glossop  I 

461  Bernard  Edwaid   Bamaby  Lord!*®* 

Castletown  I  495 

462  Richard  Maximilian  Lord  Acton 

463  Frederick  Lord  Wolverton 

464  Algernon   William    Folke  Lord 

Greville 

465  Maurice  Herbert  Ignatius  Towneley 

Lord  OUagan 

466  William  Lord  Sandhurst 

467  William  John  Greorge  Lord  Ettrick. 

{Lord  Napier) 

468  Sidney   James    Lord  Somerton. 

{Earl  of  NormaiUm) 

469  Henry  Campbell  Lord  Aberdare 

470  Henry  James  Lord  Moncrieff 

471  Bernard  John  Seynunir  XjoiA  Cole- 

ridge 

472  Thomas  William  Gaston  Loi-d  Emly 

473  Thomas  Francis  Lord  Cottesloe 

474  Herbert   Perrott    Murray  Lord 

Hampttm 

Cfaaries  Alexander  Lord  Douglas. 

{Earl  of  Home) 

Arthur  George  Maule  Lord  Ramsey 

(Earl  of  Dalhousie) 

John   Henry    Lord  Fermanagh. 
{Earl  Erne) 

4T8   William  Richard  Lord  Harlech 

479   Heniy  Grerud  Lc»d  Alingfcm 

4dO  Wilbraham  Frederic  Lord  Tolle- 
mache 

481  Frederick  John  Lord  Gerard 

482  Lionel  Saekville  Lord  Sackville 

483  Charles  Bowyer  Lord  Norton 

484  Walter    Bulkeley    Lord  Shute. 

{FiKOuni  Barrington) 


496 
497 
498 
499 

500 
501 
502 

503 
504 

505 

506 
507 
508 
509 
610 
511 
512 
513 
514 

515 
516 
517 
518 
619 


Lawrence  William  Lord  Haldon 

Ivor  Bertie  Lord  Wimborne 

Arthur  Edward  I^ord  Ardilatui 

Charles  Wallace  Alexander  Napier 
Lord  Lamington 

Arthur  William  Lord  Trevor 

Edward  Lord  Braboume 

Arthtu>  Oliver  VilUers  Lord  Ampt- 
hill 

William  Montagu  Lord  Tweeddale.^. 
{Mar^ss  of  Twe^dale) 

William    Ulick   Tristram  Lord 
Howth.    {Earl  of  Hoivth) 

Donald  James  Lord  Beay 

Harcourt  Lord  Dem  ent 

Henry  James  Lord  Hothfield 

Edward  Lord  Tweedmouth 

Hallam  Lord  Tennyson 

James  Lord  Strathspey.  {Earl  of 
Seafifld) 

John  William  Lord  Monk  Bretton 

Walter  Henry  Lord  Northbourne 

Arthur  Jocelvn  Charles  Lord 
Sudley.     {^arl  of  Arran) 

Marmaduke  Francis  Lord  Herries 

Mervyn  Edwai-d  Lord  Powersoourt.- 
(Tn  another  plate  as  Vtscounf 
Powerscourt) 

Frederick  Lord  Northington.  {LnrrC 
Benley) 

Nathaniel  Mayer  Lord  Rothschild 
John  Lord  Revelstoke 
Robert  Lord  Monkswell 
Arthur  Lord  Hobhouse 


Ralph  Robert  'U'heeler  Lord  Lingen 

Edward  Lord  Ashlwurne 

Rowland  Lord  Saint  Oswald 

Roljert  Wilfrid  Lord  Deramore 

Henry  John  Ix)rd   Montagu  of 
Beaulieu 

Sidney  Herbert  Lord  Elphinstone 
Richard  Farrer  Lord  Herschell 
Charles  William  Lord  Hillingdon 
Charles  Lord  Hindlip 
Edmund  Lord  Grimthorpe 
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620 
621 
522 
623 

524 

525 
526 

527 

528 

529 
530 
531 
532 
533 
534 
535 
536 
537 
638 
539 
540 
641 
642 
643 

544 
546 

646 
647 
548 
549 
550 
561 
562 
563 
564 

555 
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Richard  de  Aquila  Lord  StiUbridge  556 

Hugh  Lord  Kensington 

Michael  Arthur  Lord  Burton 

Gavin  Oeoige  Lord  Hamilton  of 
DalzeU 

Thomaa  Lord  Brassey 

Henry  Lord  Thring 

Edward  Xjord  Macnaghten.  (A 
Lord  of  Appeal  in  Ordinaty) 

Claude    Lord   Bowes.   (Earl  oj 
Sirathmore  and  Kingkom) 

George    Edmund    Milnes  Lord 
Monckton.   (Fiaeoimt  Oatway) 

John  Lord  Saint  Levan 

Dudley  Stuart  Lord  Magheramome 

George  Limbrey  Lord  Basing 

WiUiun  Henry  Lord  de  B»nsey 

Herbert  Francis  Lord  Cheylesmore 

Egerton  Lord  Addington 

John  Savile  Lord  Savile 

William  Ventris  Lord  Field 

Edward  Cecil  Lord  Iveagh 

George  Lord  Mount  Stephen 

Samuel  Lord  Masham 

William  Lord  Kelvin 

Alexander  Bums  Lord  Shand 

George  Lord  Ashcombe 


Archibald  Campbell  Lord  Blyths- 
wood 

Thomas  Lord  Crawahaw 

William  Amhurst  Lord  Amherst  of 

Hackney 

Thomas  Wodehouse  Lord  Newton 
Heniy  Lyle  Lord  Dunleath 
John  Allan  Lord  Llangattock 
George  James  Lord  Flsyfair 
Cyril  Lord  Battersea 
Ernest  Ambrose  Lord  Swansea 
Thomaa  Cecil  Lord  Farrer 
John  Campbell  Lord  Overtoun 

Cecil.  George  Savile  Lord  Hawkes- 

bury 

Arthiu'  Lord  Stanmore 


657 

558 

559 
560 
561 
562 
563 
564 
565 
566 
567 
568 

569 
670 
571 

572 

673 
574 
676 

576 


677 
578 
579 
580 

581 

582 
583 
684 

585 

686 
587 
688 
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Stuart  Lord  Bendel 

Reginald  Earle  Lord  Welby 

Horace  Lord  Davey.  {A  Lord  of 
Appeal  in  Ordinary) 

Edward  Douglas  Lord  Loch 

Sydney  James  Lord  Wandsworth 

James  Lord  Ashton 

Herbert  Couktoun  Lord  Burghdere 

Henry  Lord  James 

David  Bobert  Lord  Bathmore 

Algernon  Lord  Glenesk 

Henry  Hucks  Lord  AJdenham 

Edward  Lord  Heneage 

Hercules  Arthur  Temple  Lord  Bos' 
mead  - 

Alexander  Smith  Lord  Kinnear 

Joseph  Lord  Lister 

David  Lord  Fairlie.  {Earl  oj 
Glasgow) 

Hugh  Richard  Lord  Dawns;. 
{Viscount  Downe) 

Henry  Ludlow  Lord  Ludlow 

Hans  Wellesley  Lord  Holm  Patrick 

GeOTge  Arbuthnot  Lord  Inverdyde 

Donald  Alexander  Lord  Strathcon* 
and  Mount  Royal 

William  Wallace  Lord  Kevlands 

Horace  Brand  Lord  Farquhar 

Josslyn  Francis  Lord  Munoaster 

Arthur    Lawrence    Lord  Hsli- 

burton 

Philip  Henry  Wodehouse  Lord 
Currie 

Joseph  Russell  Lord  Glanusk 

Henry  Lord  Brampton 

Bertram  Francis  Lord  Cranworth 

James  Patrick  Bannerman  Lord 
Robertson.  {A  lord  of  Apptai 
in  Ordinary) 

Henry  Stafford  Lord  Northcote 

John  Lord  Avebury 
Nathaniel  Lord  Lindley.  (A 
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589  Martin  Henry  Lord  Eillanin. 

590  Peter  Lord  O'Brien 

591  Kchard  Eveiard  Lord  Alverstcme 

592  John  Blair  Lord  Kinross 

593  Ughtred  James  Lord  Shuttleworth 

594  William  Lawies  Lord  AUerton 

595  Arthur  Hugh  Lord  Barrymore 

596  Francis  Wallace  I^id  Gronfell 
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597  Francia  Lord  RnoUys 

598  Algernon  Bertram  Lord  Redesdale 

599  Edward  Levy  Lord  Bumbam. 

600  Michael  Lord  Biddulph. 

601  George  Thomas  John  Lord  Estcourt 

602*  William  Henry  Armstrong  Fits- 
Patrick  Lord  Armstrong. 


*  This  nomW  is  in  excess  of  the  total  Number  of  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
the  Dismpancy  being  caosed  by  the  following  Lords  being  twice  named  in 
theltoll: 


Eladcrf  Halsbory  as  Lord  High  Chancellor 
and  as  Earl  of  Halsbuiy  (Nos.  6  and  198) 

Earl  Vano  (Marquess  of  Londonderry)  as 
Jjord  President  and  as  Earl  Vane  ( Marq- 
aesB  of  Londonderry).  (Nos.  8  and  157.) 

Marquess  of  Salisbury  as  Lord  Priry 
Seal  and  as  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
<Nos.  9  and  35.) 

£arl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery  as 
Lord  Steward  and  as  Earl  of  Pembroke 
and  Montgomery  (Nos.  55  and  60) 


Earl  of  Clarendon  as  Lord  Chamberlain  and 
as  Earl  of  Clarendon  (Nos.  56  and  113) 

Earl  of  Lovelace  as  Earl  of  Lovelace  and  as 
Lord  Wentworth  (Nos.  170  and  276) 

Earl  de  Montalt  as  Earl  de  Montalt  and  as 
ViscountHawarden  (Nos.  191  and  211) 

Viscount  Powerscourt  as  Viscount 
Powerscourt  and  as  Lord  Powers- 
court  (Nos.  209  and  504) 
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t 

'  AND  THE  FOURTH  OF  KING  EDWARD  VII. 


{Coinjiiled  tit  the  Opening  of  the  Session.) 


A 

Abnhanif  William  (Glamorgan,  Rhondda) 

Abraham,  William  (Cork  Co.,  N.E.) 

Adand-Hood,  Captain  Sir  A.,  3t.  (Somer- 
set, Wellington) 

A^-Gardner,  James  T.  (Cheltenham) 

Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  N.,  Bt.  (Edinburgh, 
Sonth) 

Ainsworth,  John  S.  (Argyll) 

Aird,  Sir  John  (Paddington,  N.) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Gloucester,  Stroud) 

'     Allhiisen,  Aug.  Henry   K  (Hackney, 
Central) 

!    Allsopp,  Hon.  George  H.  (Worcester) 

Ambrose,  Robert  (Mayo,  West) 

Anaon,  Sir  William  R.,  Bt.  (Oxford 
!  University) 

Arkffrigbt,  John  S.  (Hereford) 

I     Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O.  (Belfast,  West) 

Arrol,  Sir  William  (Ayrshire,  South) 

Asfaer,  Alexander  (Elgin  Burghs) 

Afihton,  Thomas  Gair  (Beds,,  Luton) 

Aaquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H.  (Fife,  East) 

Aiherley-Jone^LleweIlyn(I>urham,N.W.) 

I  Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John  (liOndonderry, 
■  Xorth) 

;    AalMvy-FIeteher,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  (Sussex, 
Lewes) 

Austin,  Sir  John,   Bt.   (York,  W.R., 
O^goldcrom) 
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B 

Bagot,  Captain  Joscelinc  F.  (Westmore- 
land, Kendal)  ^ 

Bailey,  James  (Newiiigton,  Walworth) 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert  (Cumberland, 
Egremont) 

Baird,  John  G.  A.  (Glasgow,  Central) 

Balcarres,  Lord  (Lancashire,  Chorley) 

Baldwin,  Alfred  (Worcester,  Bewdley) 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  (Manchester, 
East) 

Balfour,  Captain  Charles  B.  (Middleso^^, 
Hornsey) 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  William  (Leerls, 
Central) 

Balfour,  K.  R.  (Christchurch) 

Banbury,  Sir  Fred.  Greorge  (Camberwull, 
Peekham) 

Banes,  Major  George  E.   (West  Ham, 
South) 

Barlow,  John  Emmott  (Somerset,  Frome) 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst  (Leeds,  North) 

Barry,  Edward  (Cork  Co.,  South) 

Barry,  Sir  Francis  Tres.s,  Bt.  (Windsor) 

Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T.  (Islington,  N.) 

Bathurst,   Hon.  Allen  B.  (Gloucester, 
Cirencester) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire,  Chesterfield) 

Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks,  Bt.  (Bristol, 
W.) 
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Beaumont,  Wentwortb  C.  B.  (Northumber- 
land, Hexham) 

Beckett,  Ernest  W.  (York,  N.R.,  Whitby) 

Bell,  Richard  (Derby) 

Bentinckf  Lord  Henry  C.  (Notting^iam,  S.) 

Bhownaggree^  Sir  M.  M.  (Bethnal  Careen, 

N.E) 

Bignold,  A.  (Wick  Burghs) 

BigAvood,  James  (Middlesex,  Brentford) 

Bill,  Charles  (Staffordshire,  lieek) 

Black,  Alexander  W.  (Banfiahire) 

Blake,  Edward  (Longford,  S.) 

Blundell,  Colonel  H.  B.  H.  (Lancashire, 
Ince) 

Boland,  John  (Kerry,  South) 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling  (Derbyshire,  N. 
East) 

Bond,  Edward  (Nottingham,  E.) 

Boscawen,  Capt.  A.  S.  T.  (Griffith  (Kent, 

Tun  bridge) 
Boulnois,  £dmun^(Maryle)K>ne,  K) 
Bousfield,  William  B.  (Hackney,  N.) 

Bowles,  Cdonel  Henry  F.  (Middlesex, 
Enfield) 

Bourles,  Thomas  Gibson  (King's  Lynn) 

Brand,   Hon.  Arthur  O.  (Cambridge, 

Wisbech) 
Brassey,  Albert  (Oxon,  Banbury) 
Brigg,  John  (York,  W.K.,  Keighley) 
Broadhurst,  Henry  (Leicester) 

Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.   W.   St.  John  F- 
(Surrey,  Guildford) 

Brotherton,  Edward  Allen  (Wakefield) 

Brown,  Sir  Alex.  Hargroaves  (Shropshire, 
Wellington) 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh.  Central) 

Bhitiner,  Sir  John  T.,  Bt.  (Cheshire, 
North  wich) 

Bryce,  Bt  Hon.  James  (Aberdeen,  South) 

Brymer,  Col.  W.  Ern^ist  (Dorset,  South) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  U.  (Perthshire,  E.) 

Bull,  William  James  (Hammersmith) 

Bur(lettGoutt3,W.  L  A.  B.  (Westminster) 

Burke,  K  Uaviland  (King's 

Tullamore) 
Bums,  John  (Battersea) 
Burt,  Thomas  (Morpeth) 
Butcher,  John  George  (York) 

Buxton  Sydney  Charles  (Tower  Hamlets, 
PoplJr) 


Caldwell,  James  (Lanark,  Mid.) 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham,  Houghton-le- 
Spring) 

Campbell,  Kt.  Hon.  James  A.  (Glasgow 
and  Aberdeen  Universities) 

Campbell,  J.  (Arnuigfa,  South) 

Campbell,  James  H.M.(DubliD  University) 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  H. 
(Stirling  Burghs) 

CarUIe,  William  Walter  (Bucks,  N.) 

Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  H.  (Dublin 
University) 

Carvill,  Patrick  G.  H.  (Newiy) 

;  Causton,  Richard  .Kni^t  (Southwaik, 

West) 

Cautley,  Henry  S.  (Leeds,  East) 

Cavendish,  Richard  F.  (Lancashire,  North 
Lonsdale) 

I  Cavendish,  Victor  C.  W.  (Derbyshire, 
I  West) 

I  Cawley,  Frederick  (Lanes,  Prestwtch) 

Cay2er,SirCharlesW.  (Barrow-inFumess) 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  Richard  H.  (Greenwich) 

Chamberlain,  Rt.Hon.  J.  (Birmingham,  W.) 

:  Chamberlain,  RtHn. J.Aasten(\Vorcestff- 
I    shire,  East) 

Chamberlayne,  T.  (Southampttm) 

Channing,  Francis  A.  (Northampton,  East) 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  (Lincolnshire, 
Sleaford) 

,  Chapman,  Ed\vard  (Cheshire,  Hyde) 

'  Chiirrington,  Spencer  (Tower  Hamlets, 
I     Mile  End) 

Churchill,  Winston  L.  S.  (Oldham) 

Clancy,  John  J.  (Dublin  Co.,  North) 

Clare,  Octavius  Leigh  (Lancashire,  Eccles) 

Clive,  Capt.  Percy  Archer  (Herefordshire, 
Ross) 

Coates,  Major  £.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tho8.H.(v\yr8hire,  North) 
County, '  Coddington,  Sir  William,  Bt.  (Blackburn) 
Cogan,  Denis  J.  (Wicklow,  East) 
Cogbill,  Douglas  H.  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Cohen,  Benjamin  L.'  (Islington,  £.) 

^  Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  (Birmingham, 

Bor^esley) 

,  Colomb,  Sir^j^J5^^<$]r^Y^ottth) 


Colston,  Charles  Edward  H.  A.  (Grlonces- 
ter,  Thotubury) 

Gompton,  Lord  Alwyne  F.  (Beds,  Big^es- 
wada) 

Condon,  Thomas  J.  (Tipperary,  E.) 

Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Luoas,  Bt.  (Lambeth, 
Kennington) 

Corbett,    Arch.    Cameron  (Glasgow, 
l^adeston) 

Cofbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 

Cox,   Irwin   Edward   K  (Middlesex, 
Harrow) 

Crai^  Qiarln  Gnrlis  (Antrun,  Sotith) 

Cmg,  B.  Hunter  (Lanark,  Govan) 

Gnan,  Eugene  (Cork,  ».£.) 

Cremer,  William  B.  (Shoreditch,  Ha^er- 
ston) 

Crippe,  Charles  A.  (Lancashire,  Stretford) 

Crombie,  John  \Villiam  (Kincardineshire) 

Crooks,  William  (Woolwich) 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) 

Cross,  Herbert  Shepherd  (Bolton) 

Crossley,  Sir  Savile  R,  Bt.  (Halifax) 
Cdbitt,  Hon.  Henry  (Surrey,  Reigate) 
Cnllinan,  J.  (Tipperary,  South) 
Oust,   Henry  J.  C.  (Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey) 


Itelkeitb,  Vaxl  oT  (Roxburgh) 

Daliymple.  Sir  Charles,  Bt  (Ipswich) 

Ilaiziel,  James  H.  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 

DarenpcHt,  William  Bromley  (Cheshire, 
Macclesfield) 

DaTiea^  A.  (Carmarthen  Boroughs) 

Daries,  Col.  Sir  Horatio  David  (Chatham) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan) 

Delany,  William  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory) 

Domy,  Colonel  John  M.  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs) 

Dehin,  Charles  R.  (Oalway) 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  North) 

Dewar,  John  A.  (InrerneBs) 

Dewar,  Sir  Thomas  B.  (Tower  Hamlets, 

St  George's) 
INekinsoii,  Robert  E.  (Somerset,  Wells) 

Didnon,     Caiarles     Scott  (Glasgow 
BridgUm) 
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Sir   J.,  Bt  (Wilts, 


Dickson-Poynder, 
Chippenham) 

Di^y,  John  Kenelm  Wingfield-  (Dorset 

Dilke,  Et  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.,  Bt  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) 

DiUon,  John  (Mayo,  East) 

Dimsdale^  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Joseph  C.  (London) 

Diaraeli,  Coningsby  E.  (Cheshire,  Al- 
trincham) 

Dixon-Hartland,  SirF.  D.,  Bt.  (Middlesex, 
Uxbridge) 

Dobbie,  John  (Ayr  Burghs) 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  J.  C.  (Cork,  East) 

Doogan,  P.  C.  (Tyrone,  East) 

Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  £.,  Bt. 

(Gloucester,  Tewkesbury) 

Doughty,  George  (Great  Grimsby) 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  Aretas  Akers  (Kent, 
St.*  Augustine's) 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark,  North- West) 

Doxford,  Sir  William  T.  (Sunderland) 

DuSy,  William  J.  (Galway,  South) 

Duke,  H.  E.  (Plymouth) 

Duncan,  James  H.  (Yorks,  W.E.,  Otley) 

Dunn,  Sir  William,  Bt  (Paisley) 

DumingJiawrence,  Sir  Edwin,  Bt.  (Corn- 
waU,T>uro) 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.,  Bt  (Kent, 
Dartfotd) 


Edwards,  Frank  (Radnor) 

Egerton,  Hon.  Alan  de  Tatton  (Gheshirti^ 
Knutsford) 

Elibank,   Master  of  (Edinburgh,  Mid- 
lothian) 

Ellice,  Captain  Edward  C.  (St.  Andrews 
Burghs) 

Elliot,  Hon.  Arthur  R.  D.  (Durham) 
Ellis,  John  Edward  (Nottin^^iam,  Rush 
cliffe) 

Emmott,  Alfred  (Oldham) 
Esmonde,  Sir  T.  Grattan,  Bt  (Wexford, 
North) 

Evans,  Sir  Francis  H.  (Maidstone) 
Erans,  Samuel  Thomas  (Glamorgan,  Mid) 
Eve,  H.  Trelawney  (Dev<m,  Asl 
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Faber,  E.  Beckett  (Hants,  Andover) 

Faber,  G.  Denison  (York) 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George  (Paddington,  S.) 

Farqufaarson,  Or.  Kobart  (Aberdeenshire, 
West) 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Longford,  North) 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  £.  (Hunts,  Ram- 
sey) 

Fenwick,     Charles  (Northumberlandt 
Wansbeck) 

Feraison,    Ronald   C.    Munro  (Leith 
Rirghs) 

Fergusson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.,  Bt.  (Manohes- 
ter,  N.E) 

Ffrencb,  Peter  (Wexford,  South) 

Field,  William  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 

Fielden,  Edward  B.  (Lancashire,  Middle- 
ton) 

Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H.  (Rutland) 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B.  (Inverness  Burghs) 

Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas  (Hull,  East) 

Fisher,  William  Hayes  (Fulham) 

FUon,  Frederick  William  fVork,  W.R, 
Doncaster) 

FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  U.  P.,  Bt  (Cam- 
bridge) 

Fitzmaurice,   Lord   Edmond  G.  Petty 
(Wats,  Cricklade) 

Fitzroy,  Hon.  E  Algernon  (Northants, 
South) 

Flannery,  Sir  J.  Foptoscqe  (Yorkshire, 
Shipley) 

Fhivin,  Michael  Joseph  (Kerry,  North) 

Flower,  Sir  Ernest  F.  S.  (Bradford,  W.) 

Flynn,  James  C.  (Cork,  North) 

Forater,  Henry  W,  (Kent,  Sevenoaks) 

Foster,  Sir  Michael  (London  University) 

Foster,  Philip  S.  (Warwick,  Stratford- 
upon-Avon) 

Foster,  Sir  B.  Walter  (Derby,  Hkeston) 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  H.  (Wolver 
hampton,  East) 

Freeman-Thomas,  F.  (Hastings) 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F.  (Wilts,  Westbury) 

FumesB,  Sir  Christopher,  Bt.  (Hartlepool) 

Fyler,  John  A.  (Surrey,  Chsrtaey) 


I  Galloway,  William  Johnson  (Mancheater, 

I  S.W.) 

I  Gardner,  Ernest  (Berks,  Wokingham) 

j  Garfit,  William  (Boston) 

j  Gibba,  Hon.  Alban  George  H.  (London) 

I  Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (Herts,  St.  Albans) 

I  Gilhooly,  James  (Cork  Co.,  West) 

Gladstone,  Rt  Hon.  Herbert  J.  (Leeds, 
;  West) 

'  Goddiuxl,  Daniel  Ford  (Ipswich) 

I  Gk>dson,  Sir  Augustus  F.  (Kidderminster) 

I  Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwin  (Elgin  and 
Nairn) 

Gordon,  John  (Londonderry,  S.) 

;  Gordon,  .Major  W.  E.  (Tower  Hamlets, 
i  Stepney) 

I  Gore,  Hon.  C.  R.  C.  Ormsby-  (Shropshire, 

j  Oswestry) 

Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsby-  (Lincolnshire, 
J  Gainsborough) 

;  Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  EWon  (Cambridge 

I  University) 

Goschen,  Hon.  George  J.  (Sussex,  East 
'     Grins  tcati) 

I  Goulding,  Edward  A.  (Wilts,  Devizes) 
,  Graham,  Henry  R.  (St  Pancras,  Went) 
Grant,  Corrie  (Warwickshire,  Rugby) 
.  Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham,  North) 
I  Green,  Walford  Davis  (Wednesbury) 

'  Greene,  Sir  E.  Walter,  Bt  (Bury  St. 

Edmunds) 

j  Greene,  Henry  David  (Shrewsbury) 

Greene,  Walter  Raymond  (Ciunbs.,  Chcd- 
1  terton) 

I  Grenfell,   Major   William    H.  (Bucks, 
Wycombe) 

Gretton,  John  (Derbyshire,  South) 

Greville,  Capt  Hon.  Ronald  H.  F.  (Brad- 
ford, East) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward,  Bt.  (North- 
umberland, Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J.  (Anglesey) 
Groves,  James  G.  (Salford,  South) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  C.  (Plymouth) 
GuUy,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  (Carlisle) 
Gunter,  Col.  Sir  Itobert,  Bt  (York,  W.K., 
Barkstone  Ash) 

Gurdon, Sir  W.Brampton  (Norfolk,  North) 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray  (Tower  Hamlets, 
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Hain,  Edward  (Cornwall,  St.  Ires) 

Haldane,  Et.  Hon.  Richard  B.  (Haddington) 

Hall,  R  Marshall  (Lancashire,  Southport) 

Halser,  Et.  Hon.  Thomas  F.  (Herts, 
Watford) 

Hambro,  C.  Eric  (Surrey,  Wiraliledon) 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  (Middle- 
sex, Ealing) 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of  (Londonderry) 

Kunmond,  John  (Carlow) 

Hareourt,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  Vernon 
(MonmouUiBhire,  W.) 

Hardie,  James  Krar  (Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,  Ashford) 

Hare.  Thomas  L.  (Norfolk,  S.W.) 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester  (Caithness) 

Harrington,  Timothy  (Dublin,  Harbour) 

Harris,  Frederick  L.  (Tynemouth) 

Harris,  Dr.  F.  Rutherford  (Camborwell, 
Ihilwich) 

Hanrood,  George  (Bolton) 

Haslani,   Sir  Alfred  Seale  (Xewcastle- 
niider-Lyne) 

Haslett,  Sir  James  H.  (Itelfast,  North) 

Hatch,   Ernest  F.  George  (I^ancashire, 
(iorton) 

Hav,  Hon.  Chiude  G.  D.  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  I 
Harden,  John  P.  (Roscommon,  South) 

Hiiyter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  A.  D.,  Bt.  (Walsall)  j 

Healy,  Timothy  M.  (Louth,  North)  j 

Htnth,  Arthur  Howard  (Hanley) 

Beath,  James  (Staffordshire,  N.W.) 

Beaton,  J.  Henniker  (Canterbury) 

Helder,  Augustus  (Whitehnven) 

Helme,  Norval  W.  (Lancashire,  Lancaster) 

Hemphill,  Et.  Hon.  C.  Hare  (Tyrone, 
North) 

Henderson,  ^r  Alexander  (Staffordshire, 
West) 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham,  Bapard 
Castle) 

Hennon-Hodge,   Sir  Robert  T.  (Oxon, 
Henley) 

Hickmui,  Sir  Alfred  (Wolverhampton, 
West) 

Hill,  Capt  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hiare,  Sir  Samuel,  Bt  (Norwich) 


Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H.  (Bristol,  East) 

Hobhouse,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  (Somerset, 

East) 

Hogg,  Lindsay  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) 

Holland,  Sir  WUliam  H.  (York,  W.R., 
Rotherham) 

Hope,  J.  D.  (Fife,  West) 

Hope,  J.  Fitzalan  (Sheffield,  Brightside) 

Hornby,     Sir    William    Henry,  Bt. 

(Blackburn) 
Homer,  Fredwick  W.  (Lambeth,  North) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John  (Penryn  and 
Falmouth) 

Houldsworth,  Sir  W.  Henry,  Bt.  (Man- 
chester, N.W  ) 

Hoult,  Joseph  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 

Houston,  Robert  P.  (Liverpool,  West 

Toxteth) 

Howard,  Capt.  J.  (Kent,  Faversham) 

Howard,  Joseph  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) 

Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  C.  (Lanark,  South) 

Hudson,  George  B.  (Herts,  Hitchin) 

Humphreys-Owen,   Arthur   C.  (Mont- 
gomery) 

Hunt,  Eowland  (Shropshire,  Ludlow) 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  F.  (Sussex,  Rye) 
i  Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (York,  W.R.,  Morley) 
>  Hutton,  John  (Yorkshire,  Richmond) 


Jaooby,  James  Alfred  (Derbyshire,  Mid) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace  (Clu*e,  West) 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhtmse  (Cambridge 

University) 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  F.  (Hants, 
North) 

Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  M.  (St.  Pancras, 
South) 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnstone,  John  Heywood  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) 

Joicey,  Sir  James,  Bt.  (Durham,  Chester- 
le-street) 

Jones,  David  Brynmor  (Swansea  District) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvon,  Arfon) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah  (Fermanagh,  South) 

Joyce,  M.  (Lim^igcl^LdbyGoOgle 
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Kearley,  Hudson  E.  (Devonport) 

Kemp,  George  (Lancashire,  Heywood) 
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North,  or  Wisbech   Brand,  Hon.  A.  G. 

West,  or  Chesterton    Greene,  W.  K. 

Cheshire  (8) 

Altxin'^ham          ...       ...       ...       ...  Disraeli,  Coningsby  R. 

Crewe                                             ...  Tomkinflon,  J. 

Gddisbnry   Tollemache,  H.  J. 

Hyde    Chapman,  E. 

Knutsford   Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton. 

Macclesfield    Davenport,  W.  Bromley. 

Northvidi   Brunner,  Sir  J.  T. 

Wiml  ■    Honlt,  J. 

COSXWALL  (6) 

Mid,  or  St  Austell    M'Arthur,  W.  A. 

North-Eas^  or  Lannceston    Moulton,  J.  F. 

North- West,  or  Camborne         ...       ...  LawBon,  Sir  Wilfred,  Bt. 

SoQth-East,  or  Bodmin    Molesworth,  Sir  L.,  fit. 

Truro    Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  S^Bt. 

West,  or  St  Ires   Hain,  £         ^.g.,.^^,  by  GoOgle 
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Cumberland  (4) 

(lockennouth   

Mid,  or  Penrith   

North,  or  Eskdale  

West,  or  Egremont   

Derbyshire  (7) 

Chesterfield   

High  Peak  

Ilkeston   

Mid  

North-Eaet  

South 

West   

.Devonshire  (8) 

Kast,  or  Honitoti  

Mid,  or  Ashburton... 

North-East,  or  Tiverton  

North,  or  South  Molton  

North-West,  or  Barnstaple 

South,  or  Totnea  

Torquay  

West,  or  TaTistock   

DuRSSnSHlRE  ^4) 

East   

North   

South   

West   

Durham  (8) 

Barnard  Castle 
Bishop  Auckland  ... 

Chester-te-Street  

Houghton-le-Spring 

Jarrow   

Mid  

North-Weat   

Sonth-East  

Essex  ^8) 

East,  or  Maldon  

Mid,  or  Chelmsford   

North-East,  or  Harwich  ... 
North,  or  Saffron  Walden 

South-East    

South,  or  Romford 
South-West,  or  Waltbamstow 
West,  or  Epping  

Gloucestershire  (5) 
East,  or  Cirencester 
Forest  of  Dean 

Mid,  or  Stroud   

North,  or  Tewkesbury   

South,  or  Thombury   

Hampshire  (5^ 

East,  or  Petersfield   

New  Forest   


Eandles,  J.  S. 
Lowther,  Et.  Hon.  J.  W. 
Lowlher,  C.  W.  H. 
Bain,  J.  B. 


...  Bayley,  Thomas. 

...  Partington,  0. 

...  Foster,  Sir  B.  W. 

...  Jacoby,  J.  A. 

'  ...  Bolton,  T.D. 

. . .  Gretton,  J. 

...  Cavendish,  Victor  C.  W. 


Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.,  Bi. 
Eve,  Harry  T. 

Walrond,  Col.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Lambert,  G. 
Soares,  E.  J. 
Mildmay,  F.  Binghun. 
Barratt,  F.  L. 
Spear,  J.  W. 


Sturt,  Hon.  H.  N. 
Digby,  J.  K.  W. 
Bmner,  W.  E. 
Williams,  Col.  R. 


...  Henderson,  Arthur. 

...  Paulton,  J.  M. 

...  Joicey,  Sir  James,  Bt. 

...  Cameron,  Robert. 

. . .  Palmer,  Sir  C.  Mark,  Bt. 

. . .  Wilson,  John. 

...  Atherley-Jones,  li. 

...  Lambton,  Hon.  F.  W. 

...  Strutt,  Hon.  C.  H. 

...  Rasch,  Major  F.  C. 

...  Round,  J. 

...  Pease,  J.  A. 

...  Tufnell,  Col.  E. 

. . .  Sinclair,  Louis. 

...  Morgan,  D.  J. 

...  Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R.  M. 


...  Bathurst,  Hon.  A.  B. 

...  Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.,  Bt. 

...  Allen,  CP. 

...  Dorington,  Sir  J.  £.,  Bt. 

...  Colston.  C.  E.  H.  A. 


Nicholson,  W.  G. 
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Hampshire  (5) — eoni. 

North,  or  Basingstoke     ...       ...  Jeffreys,  A.  F. 

Soatb,  or  Fareham   Lee,  Lt.-GoL  A.  H. 

West,  or  Andover   Faber,  E.  R 

Herefordshirb  (2) 

North,  or  Leominster    Rankin,  Sir  Jas.,  Bart. 

South,  or  Robs    aive,  Capt  P.  A. 

Hbktfordshire  (4) 

East,  or  Hertford   Smith,  A.  H. 

Mid,  or  St.  Albans...       ...       ...       ...  Gibbe,  Hon.  Vicary. 

North,  or  Hitchin  ...       ...       ...       ...  Hudson,  G.  B. 

West,  or  Watford   Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  F. 

Hunting  ix>NSHiRE  (2) 

North,  or  Ramsey  ...       ...       ...       ...  Fellovves,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 

South,  or  Huntingrlon     ...       ...       ...  Montagu,  G.  C. 

Isle  of  Wight  (1)   Seely,  Capt  J:  E.  B. 

Kent  (8) 

East,  or  St.  Augustine's   Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 

Isle  of  Thanet    Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  James. 

Mid,  or  Medway   Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E. 


North-West,  or  Dartford   ...  Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H»rt  Bt. 

South,  or  Ashford  ...       ...       ...       ...  Hardy,  Laurence. 

South-Weet,  or  Tunbridge    Boscawen,  A.  Griffith. 

West,  or  Sevenoaks    Forster,  H.  W. 

UscASHiRE,  North  (4) 

Blackpool   Womley-Taylor,  H.  W. 

Chorley    Balcarres,  llord. 

Lancaster   Helme,  N.  W. 

North  Ijonsdale    Cavendish,  Richd.  F. 

LiKCASHlUE,  NoRTH-EaST  (4) 

.A^crington   Leese,  Sir  J.  F. 

Ctitheroe   Shacldeton,  D.  J. 

Darwen    Rutherford,  John. 

RoBsendale   Mather,  Sir  W. 

LjmcAftHiR^  South-East  (8) 

Eceles    Clare,  O.  L. 

Gorton    Hatch,  E.  F.  G. 

Heywood     Kemp,  G. 

Middleton   Fielden,  E.  B. 

Preatwich   Cawley,  F. 

Radclifie-cum-Famwortfa   Taylor,  T.  C. 

Stretford   Cripps,  C.  A. 

Westhougbton    Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord. 

Laxcashirk,  South-West  {7) 

Bootle    Sandys,  Col.  T.  M. 

Ince   Blundell,  Col.  H.  B.  HoUinshed 

Leigh    Scott,  C.  P. 

Newton    Pilkington,  Lt.-Col.  R. 

Onnskirk     Stanley,  Hon  Arthur. 


Southport  ... 
Widnes  ... 


Hall,  E,  Marshall 
Walker,  Col.  W.  H. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xlvi 


LIST  OF  OONSTITUBNCIES. 


LEtCESTERSHlRK  (4) 

Eastp,  or  Melton    Manners,  Lord  G.  B.  J. 

Mid,  or  Loughborough    Levy,  M. 

South,  or  Harborougn     ...    Lcffiui,  J.  W. 


Lincolnshire  (7) 

East  Lindsey,  or  Louth   Perks,  R.  W. 

Holland,  or  Spalding    Mansfield,  H.  R. 

North  Kesteven,  or  Sleaford    Chaplin,  Rt,  Hon.  H 

North  Lindsey,  or  Brigg   Reckitt,  H.  J. 

South  Kesteven,  or  Stamford    Younger,  W. 

South  Lindsey,  or  Homcastle    Willoughby  de  £resby.  Lord. 

AVest  Lindsey,  or  Gainsborough   Ormsby-Gore,  Hon.  S.  F. 

Middlesex  (7) 

Brentford   Bigvood,  J. 

Kaling       ...  *    Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George. 

Enfield    -   Bowles.  Lt.  Col.  H.  F. 

Harrow   ^       ...  Cox,  J.  £.  Bunbridge. 

Hornsey    Balfour,  Capt.  C.  R 

Tottenham...  ...    Howard,  J. 

Uxbridge   Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  D.,  Bt. 

MONHOUTHSHIRE  (3) 

North    M'Kenna,  R. 

South    Morgan,  Col.  Hon.  F.  C. 

West        ...  ^    Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Veraoi 

Norfolk  (6) 

East    Price,  R  J. 

Mid    AVilson,  F.  \V. 

North    Gurdon,  Sir  W.  B. 

North-West    "White,  G. 

South    Soames,  A.  W. 

South-West    Hare,  T.  L. 

Northamptonshire  (4) 


Mid   Spencer,  Bon.  C.  R. 

North    Sack^-ille,  S.  G.  S. 

South    Fitzroy,  Hon.  J.  G. 

NOKTnrMBBRLAND  (4) 

Berwick-upon-Tweed    Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward,  Bt 

Hexham    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Beaumont,  Wentworth  C  B. 

Tyneside   Smith,  H.  0. 

Wansbeck   Fenwick,  C. 

NOTTINGHAHSHIIt£  (4) 

Bassetlaw   Milner,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  G.,  Bt. 

Mansfield   Markham,  A.  E 

Newark    Weiby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.,  Bt. 

Rushchffe   Ellis,  J.  E. 

OXPORDSHIRX  (3) 

Mid,  or  Woodstock    Morrell,  G.  H. 

North,  or  Banbury    Bnwey,  Albert 

Sonth,  or  Henley   Hennon-Hodge,  Sir  K  T.,  Bt. 

Rutland  (1)   Finch,  Rt.  Hon.^.  tt  , 


West,  or  Boswoitfa 


F^st 
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Shbopshirb  (4) 

Mid,  or  Wellington   

North,  or  Nevport 

South,  or  Ludlofr  ... 

West,  or  Oswestry  

SoxKRsrrsHiRB  (7) 

Bridgwater  

East   

Frame 

North        . .  i   

South   

\Vell8   

West,  or  Wellingt(m   

Staffordshire  (7) 

BUTt(Hl   

Handavorth   

Kingswinfoid   

LeeK   

Lichfield   

North-West   

West   

Suffolk  (5) 

Korth-East,  or  Eye   

North,  or  Lowestoft 
North-West,  or  Stowmarket 
Sonth-East,  or  Woodbridge 
South,  or  Sudbury   

SORRKT  (6) 

Kington  ... 
Mid,  or  £p9om 
North-East,  or  Wimbledon 

North-West,  or  Chertsey  

Routb-Eagt,  or  Beigate   

South-West,  or  Gmldfotd 

SCSSKX  (6) 

Easti  or  Rye  ...   

Mid,  or  Lewes 

North,  or  East  Grinstead  

North-West^  or  Horshafl  

South,  or  Eastbourne   

SouUi-West,  or  Chichwter 

Warwickshire  (4) 

North-East,  or  Nuneaton  ... 

North,  or  Tamworth   

Sootii-East,  or  Rugby   

South-West,  or  Sto^ord-on-Aron 

WBniORELAND  (2J 

Nwth,  or  Appleby   

South,  or  Kendal  

WlLTSHlRK  (5) 

East,  or 

Ktn^  or  Cricklade 
North-Wat,  or  Chipponham 

Sooth,  or  Wilton  

Wert  or  W^estbury 


Brown,  Sir  Alexander,  Bt. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W. 
Hunt,  Rowland. 
Gore,  Hon.  G.  R.  C-  Ormsby. 

Stanley,  E.  J. 
Hobhouse,  Henry. 
Barlow,  J.  E. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edwuxl. 
Dickinson,  K.  E 

Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F.,  Bt. 
Ratcliffe,  K.  F. 

Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.,  Bt. 

Webh,CoL  WG. 

Kll,  Gfaaries. 

Warner,  T.  Courtenay  T. 

Heath,  James. 

Henderson,  Sir  Alexander,  Bt. 

Sterenson,  F.  S. 
Lucas,  Col.  F.  A. 
Malcolm,  Ian. 
Pretyman,  Capt.  E.  G. 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthlwrt,  Bt. 

Skew*-Cox,  T. 
Keswick,  W. 
Hambro,  C.  E. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur, 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry. 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  Chas.  Fredk. 
Fletcher,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Hy.,  Bt. 
Goschen,  G.  J.,  jun. 
Johnstone,  J.  H. 
Hocg,  L. 

Talbot,  Lord  Edmund. 

Newdigate,  F.  A. 
Munts,  Sir  Philip,  Bt. 
Grant,  Corrie. 
Foster,  P.  S. 

Rigg,lt. 

Bagot,  Capt.  J.  F. 

Goulding,  E.  A. 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  E.  G.  Petty. 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P.,  Bt. 

Morrison,  Lt.  J.  A. 

Fuller,  J.  M.F.  Pooalp 
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WOBCESTBRSHIRB  (5) 

East    ...  Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Austen. 

Mid,  ur  Droitwich   Martin,  R.  Biddulph. 

North    Wilson,  J.  W. 

South,  or  Evesham   Lon^  Col.  C.  Wigram. 

West,  or  Bewdley    Baldwin,  Alfred. 

YoBiuiHiRE,  East  Ridimo  (3) 

Buckrose    . .,.    White,  L. 

HoldemesB ...    "   Wilson,  A.  S. 

Howdenshire    ...  Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.  H.,  Bt. 


Yorkshire,  North  Riding  (4) 

Cleveland  ...   

Richmond  ... 

Thirsk  and  Malton  

Whitby   

YORKSHIRB,  West  Riding  (N.)  (5) 

Elland   

Keighley  ...   

Shipley 

Skipton   

Sowerby   

Yorkshire,  West  Riding  (S.)  (8) 

Barnsley  

Colne  Valley 
Boncaster  ... 

Hallamshire   

Holmfirth  

Morley 
Normanton 

Rotherhani  

Yorkshire,  West  Riding  (E.)  (6; 

Barkston  Ash   

Osgoldcross 

Otley   

Pudsey 

Ripon   

Spon  Valley   


...  Samuel,  H.  L. 

. . .  Hutton,  John. 

. . .  Lawson,  J.  Grant. 

...  Beckett,  K  W. 


...  Trevelyan,  C.  P. 

...  Biigg,  John. 

...  Flanneiy,  Sir  J.  Fortesciia 

...  Thomson,  F.  W. 

...  Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W^ 


WtJton,  Joseph. 
Kitson,  Sir  J.  B.,  Bt. 
Fison,  F.  W. 
Mappin,  Sir  F.  T..  Bt. 
Wilson,  H.  J.  ' 
Hutton,  A.  K 
Pickard,  B. 
Holland,  Sir  U.  W. 


Guiiter,  Col.  Sir  Robert,  Bt. 
Austin,  Sir  John,  Bt. 
Duncan,  J.  H. 
Whiteley,  G. 

Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whittaker,  T.  P. 


ENaLAND-METROPOUTAN  BOROUGHS  (62  Members). 


Battersea  and  Clapham  (2) 

Battorsea   Bums,  John. 

Clapham   Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Bethnal  Gueen  (2) 

Nortfa-East   Bhowna^gree,  Sir  M.  M. 

South-West    Ridley,  sTf. 

Camberwell  (3) 

Dulwich    Harris,  Dr.  F.  Ru^erfoord. 

North       ...    Macnamara,  T.  J. 

Peckham   Banbury,  Sir  Fredericl^  Bu 

Cheusea  (1)    Whitmore,  C.  Aj^  . 
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Crotdon  (1)  

dspttobd  (1)  

FiNSBURT  (3) 

Central   

Eut   

Holborn   

FULOAH  (1)   

Gbeeiwich(I)  

Hacknxt  (3) 

Central   

North   , 

Sonth   

Hammkrsmith  (1)   , 

Hampstead  (I)    

Islington  (4) 

East   

North   

South   

AVest   

Kensingtom  (2) 

North   

South   

Lambkth  (4) 

Brixton  

Rmnuigton     

North   

Norwood  

Lewisham  (1)  

London,  City  (2)   

HABTtKBOm  <2) 

Eut  

Wert   

NiVINGTON  (2) 

Walworth  

West   

Paodington  (S) 

North   

South   

OioBcifs,  Hanovee  Square  (1)  

St.  Pancras  (4) 

East   

North   

South     

Wert   

&ORE>rTCH  (2) 
Haggerrton 

Hoxtim   
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 Ritchie,  St  Hon.  C.  T. 

 Morton,  A.  H.  A. 


xUx. 


Massey-Mainwaringi'Hon.  W.  F.  B. 
Kicharda,  a  0. 
Bemnant,  J.  R. 

Fisher,  W.  Hayes. 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  B.  H. 

Allhiuen,  A.  H.  £. 
BousfieM,  W. 
Robertson,  T.  H. 

Bull,  W.J. 

Milrain,  Thomoa, 

Cohen,  B.  L. 
Bartler,  Sir  Greorge. 
RoUit,  Sir  A.  K. 
Lough,  Thomas. 

Sharpe,  W.  E.  T. 
Percy,  Earl. 

Mowbray.  Sir  R.  G.,  Bt 
Cook,  F.  L. 
Homer,  F.  W. 
Tritton,  C.  E. 

Coates,  Major  Ed.  F. 

(Dimsdale,  Sir  J.  C. 
(Gibba,  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 

Boulnois,  Edmund. 
Scott^  Sir  S.  E.,  Bt. 

Bailey,  Jas. 
Norton,  Capt.  C.  W. 

Aird,  Sir  John. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  G. 

Legge,  Col.  Hon.  H. 

Wrightson,  Sir  Thos.,  Bt. 
Moon,  K  R.  P. 
Jessel,  Capt.  H.  M. 
Graham,  H.  R. 

Cremer,  W.  R. 
Hay.  Hon.  C.  G. 
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SOUTHWARK  (3) 

Bermondsey    ...       ...  Cost,  H.  J.  C. 

Botherhithe    Maodona,  J.  Gumming. 

West    Gauston,  B.  K. 

Strand  (1)    Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D. 

TowKR  Hamlets  (7) 

Bow  and  Biomley   Guthrie,  W.  M. 

Limehouse...       ...       ...       ...       .-.  Samuel,  Harry  S. 

Mile  End  ...    ...       ...  Charrington,  Spencer. 

PopUtr    ...       ...  Buxton,  Sydney  C. 

St.  George'fl    Dewar,  Sir  Thomas. 

Stepney    ...  Grordon,  Major  W.  E.  E. 

Whitechapel    Samuel,  S.  M. 

Wandsworth  (1)    Kimber,  Hy. 

West  Ham  (2) 

North       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  Gray,  Ernest. 

South    ...       ...       ...  Banes,  Major  G.  E. 

Westminster  (1)    Burdett-Coutts,  W.  L.  Ashmead  R 

Woolwich  (1)   Crook^  Wm. 
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Ashton-under-Lyne  ( 
Aston  Manor  (1) 
Barrow-in-Furness  (: 

Bath,  Cnr  (2)... 

Bedford  (1)  ... 

Birkenhead  (1) 

BiRMiNOHAM,  City  (7) 
Bordesley  ... 
Gentral 
East 

Edgbaston  ... 
North 
South 
West 

Blackburn  (2) ... 

Bolton  (2) 

Boston  (1) 

Bradford,  Gity  (3) 
Central 
East 
We«t 

Brighton  (2)  ... 


;i)   Whiteley,  H.  J. 

 Cecil,  E. 

1)    Cayzer,  Sir  0.  W. 


f  Murray,  Col.  C.  Wyndham. 
iWodehouse,  Bt.  Hon.  £.  IL 

Pym,  G.  Guy. 

Lees,  Sir  Elliott,  Bt. 

GoUings,  Bt.  Hon.  Jesse. 
Parkesa  V%mezer. 
Stone,  Sir  J.  Benjamin. 
Lowe.  F.  W. 
Middlemore,  J.  T. 
Williams,  J.  Powell- 
Chamberlain,  Kt.  Hon.  Joseph. 

fHoniby,  Sir  W.  H.,  Bt. 
tCoddington,  Sir  W.,  Bt. 

CGross,  H.  S. 
(.Harwood,  G. 

Garfit,  W. 
Wanklyn,  J.  L. 

Greville,  C;apt.  Hon.  E.  H.  Fulke. 
Flower,  Krnest  S.  F. 

|Loder,  GcraM  W.  K 
\Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
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Bristol,  Cxty  (4) 

East   

North   

South   

West   

BURNLKT  (1)   

Bdry(1)   , 

Bdbt  St.  Edmunds  (1) 

Cambridge  (1)  

Canterbury,  City  (1)... 
Carusle,  City  (1) 

CHATHJUi  (1)   

Cheltenham  (1) 
Chester,  City  (1) 

CHBlSTCHUItCH  (1) 

colchebtkr  (1) 

Coventry  (1)   

Darumgton  (1) 

Derby  (2)   

Detonport  (2)  

Dewsburt  (1)  

Dover  (1)   

Dudley  (1)   

Ddbham,  City  (1) 
Kxeteb,  Cmr  (1) 

Gateshead  (1)  

Gloucester,  City  (1) ... 

Grantham  (1)  

Gravesend  (I)  

Grimsby,  Grbat  (1)  ... 

Halifax  (2)   

Hanley  (1)   

Hartufool  (I) 

HAsnsos  (1)   

Hereford,  City  (1)  ... 
huddexsfield  (1) 


di 


.  Hobhoiise,  C.  E.  H. 

.  WUlB,SirF. 

.  Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  H. 

.  Beach,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  M.  H..  Bt. 

.    Mitchell,  W. 
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Cnnmittee  for  the  Jomnals— Appointed. 

V 

Stopples  m  the  Streets — Cider  to  prevent,  renewed* 

Appeal  Committee — ^Appointed.  ^  . 
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I.  Report  of  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  arsenical 

poisoning  arising  from  the  consumption  of  beer  and  other  articles  of  food 
or  drink.    Part  II.  being  Vol  I.  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendices. 

(November  16.) 

II.  Final  Report  of  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 

arsenical  poisoning  arising  from  the  consumption  of  beer  and  other 
articles  of  food  and  drink. 

Part  I.  Report.    (November  24.) 

Part  II.  Being  Vol.  II.  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendices.  (Decem- 
ber 12.)   61 

fioARD  OF  Trade  (Conciliation). — Fourth  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Proceedings  under  the  Conciliation  (Trade  Disputes)  Act,  1896,  1901-1903. 
(November  16.)  „     ...    . .  61 
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Explosives  (Explosions  at  the  Cotton  Powder  Company's  Factory  at 
Faversham). — Reports  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  on  the  circumstances  attending  explosions  of  nitro- 
glycerine, which  occurred  in  the  final  washing  house  of  the  factory  of  the 
Cotton  Powder  Company,  Limited,  at  Uplees  Blarches,  Faver^m,  Kent — 

I.  By  Alajor  A.  Cooper-Key  on  the  explosion  of  23Td  August,  1903.  (No- 
vember 19.) 

n.  By  Captain  J.  H.  Thomson  on  t^e  explosion  of  9th  November,  1903. 

(January  20.)   61 

Ikdia. 

I.  Irrigation — Report  of  the  Indian  Irrigation  (Commission,  1901-1903 — 
Part  I.  (General. 
Part  II.  Provincial. 
Part  ni.  Uaps. 

Part  rV.  Appendix.    (November  30.)   

n.  Sanitary  Measures. — Report  on  sanitary  measures  in  India  in  1901-1902. 
VoL  XXXV.   (November  25.) 

in.  Trade. — Tables  relating  to  the  Trade  of  British  India  with  British 

Possessions  and  Foreign  countries,  1898-1899  to  1902-3.    (January  28.)  62 
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LiOHT  Railways  Act,  1896. 

Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway  Commissioners  and  confirmed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

a.  Authorising  construction  of  Light  Railways  in,  / 

I.  The  City  of  Bath  in  the  County  of  Somerset  (being  extensions  and  devia-  * 

tions  of  the  existing  and  authorised  undertaking  of  Bath  Electric  Tram- 
ways, Limited),  and  the  abandonment  of  construction  of  certain  other 
light  railways  already  authorised  in  the  same  city. 

II.  The  rural  district  of  Dartfoid  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

in.  The  County  of  Kent  from  the  River  Thames  near  Greenhithe  to  Dart- 
ford  and  Eynsford,  with  branches  to  Swanley  Junction  and  to  Stansted. 

IV.  The  borough  of  Burton-upon-Trent,  the  urban  districts  of  SwadUncote 
andof  Ashby-de-la-2iOuch,andthe  rural  districts  of  Repton  and  Harts- 
home  and  Seals  of  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  in  the  counties  of  StafEord,  Derby 
and  Leicester. 

V.  The  borough  and  rural  district  of  Dover  and  parish  of  River  in  the  County 

of  Kent. 

VI.  The  Coan^  of  Southampton  from  Totton  and  Fawley. 

Vn.  The  County  of  Gloucester,  in  the  parishes  of  Henbury  and  Shirehampton . 

(6.)  Amending — 

I.  The  Here  Alston  and  Calstock  Light  Railway  Order,  1900. 
n.  The  Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay  Light  Railway  Order,  1898. 
ni.  The  Lastingham  and  Rosedale  Light  Railway  Order,  1900. 

(c.)  Reviving  powers  granted  and  extending  period  limited  by  Bankfort 
Light  Railway  Onier,  1898,  for  compidsory  purchase  of  lands,  and 
extending  period  limited  by  that  Order  for  the  completion  of  the  railway 
and  works  by  that  order  authorised. 
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{d,)  Transferring  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of 
Nelson  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Barrowford  Urban  District  Council 
by  Barrowford  Light  Railway  Order,  1901,  and  amending  that  Order 
and  the  Nelson  Light  Railways  Order,  1901.  (December  7.)    . .       . .  62 

Board  ot  Aobiculture  and  Fisheries. — Report  on  the  results  of  investigations 
into  cider-making  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Bath  and  West  and  Southern 

Counties'  Society  in  the  years  1983-1902,  by  F.  J.  Lloyd,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 
(December  11.)  63 

Qdeem's  Colleoe,  Galwat.— Annual  Report  of  President  for  Session  1902-1903. 
(December  18.)  63 

Hbtbokoloqical  Council. — Report  of  the  Meteorological  Council  for  the  year 
mded  ZUt  March,  1903,  to  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  Society. 
(January  I.)   63 

National  Eddcation  (Ireland). 

Appendix  to  Annual  Report  of  Commissioners  for  the  year  19C^ — 
I.  Section  n.  (January  4,) 

n.  Section  L  (January  16.)   63 

Sewage  Disposal  (Royal  Cohuission). — Fourth  Report  of  the  Commissionexs 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  what  methods  of  treating  and  disposing  of 
sewage  may  properly  be  adopted,  together  with  Vol.  IL  Minutes  of  Evidence; 
Vol.  III.  Reports  on  Bacteriological  Investigations  ;  and  Vol.  IV.  Reports  on 
the  Land.  Treatment  of  sewage  and  methods  of  chemical  analysis  of  sewage 
effluents.   (January  6.)  68 

Chapter  House  (Westminster). — Memoranda  by  Professor  Church,  F.R.S., 
concerning  treatment  of  decayed  stonework  in  the  Chapter  House,  West- 
minster Abbey.    (January  8.)  64 

Postal  Convention  (Denmark).— Agreement  between  Post  Office  of  United 
Kingdom  and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  Post  Office  of  Denmark. 
(January  9.)     64 

Railways  (Continuous  Brakes). — Return  by  railway  companies  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  six  months,  ending  30th  June,  1903.    (January  16.)  . . 

Patriotic  Fund. — Forty-second  Report  of  Royal  Commissioners.   (January  21.) 

Local  Government  Board  (Ireland). — Report  on  shellfish  layings  on  the  Irish 
coast  as  respects  their  Uability  to  sewage  contamination.    (January  21.)  . . 

Electricity  in  Mines. — Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Department  to  inquire  into  the  use  of  electri- 
city in  mines,  with  minutes  of  evidence  and  appendices.    (January  30.) 

Transvaal. — Report  of  Transvaal  Labour  Commission.   (January  29.) 

United  States,  No.  1  (1904). — Correspondence  respecting  the  Alaska  Boundary. 
(February  1.)   
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AoBicuLTUBE  AHD  Techkical  INSTRUCTION  (Ibeland). — Thiid  Annual  Report, 
1902-1903.   (February  1.) 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    64 

Tbaoe  Rbforts  (Annual  Sebies). 
No.  3116.  Belg^nm. 

No.  3117.  France  (Indo-China.)   64 

United  States,  No.  2  (1904). — Map  to  accompany  correspondence  respecting 

the  Alaska  Boundary  (United  States,  No.  1  (1904)   64 

Turkey,  No.  2  (1904). — Further  correspondence  respecting  the  afiairs  of  South- 

Eastem  Europe  (in  continuation  of  Turkey,  No.  1  (1904)    65 

South  Africa. — Further  correspondence  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  River  Colony  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  65 


EXPLOSIVKS   (EZMiOSION  AT  THE  BlENHBIII  ENQINEBRlHa  C0HPANY*8  FaG- 

TOBY  AT  Tunnel  Lane,  Greenwich  Marshes). — Report  to  the  8e(a«tary 
of  State  for  tike  Home  Department  by  Major  A.  Cooper-Key,  His  Majesty's 
Inspector  of  Explosives,  on  the  circumstances  attending  an  explosion  of 
fulminate  composition  at  the  factory  of  the  Blenheim  Engineering  Com- 
pany, Limited,  at  Tunnel  Lane,  Greenwich  Marshes,  on  18th  December, 
1903. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  65 

Lunacy: 

I.  Return  of  all  sums  received  by  the  visitors  of  lunatics  for  travelling 
expenses,  or  upon  any  other  account,  from  the  1st  January  to  the  31st 
December,  1903. 

n.  Report  to  t3ie  Lord  (Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits  made,  the  num- 
ber of  patients  seen,  and  t^e  number  of  miles  travelled  by  the 

visitors  of  lunatics  pursuant  to  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  between 


1st  April,  1903,  to  30th  September,  1903    65 

Supreme  Codrt  op  Judicature. — Rules  66 

Barbados. — ^Prison  rule  relating  to  the  vaccination  of  prisoners.  ..  65 

IinsBNATioNAL  COPYRIGHTS  AcTS,  1844  to  1866.— Order  in  (Council  of  the  9th 
October,  1903,  giving  effect  to  the  accession  of  Denmark  to  the  Inter- 
national (Topyri^t  Convention  of  the  9th  September,  1886,  and  Additional 
Act  of  Paris,  1897   65 

Weights  and  Measures  Act,  1878. — Order  in  Council  of  the  9th  October, 
approving  a  new  denomination  of  standard  weight  of  fifty  pounds  or 
"half-cental."   65 


Orbemwich  Hospital  Acts. — Order  in  Council  of  the  9th  October,  1903, 

sanctioning  certain  pensions  now  granted  from  the  funds  of  Greenwich  66 
Hospital  being  supi^emented  from  Naval  Funds  
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Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. 

Orders  in  Council  of  the  9th  October,  1903,  applying  the  provisions  of 
Section  238  of  the  Act  in  the  case  of  deserters  from  Japanese  vessels. 

Orders  in  Council  of  the  16th  November,  1903,  confirming  byelaws  made  by 
the  pilotage  authority  for  the  ports  of  Gloucester  and  Burntisland 
respectively. 

Two  Orders  in  Council  of  the  29th  January,  1904,  providing  for  the  re- 
measurement  for  tonnage  of  French  and  Spanish  vessels  in  British  ports  66 

FoKEiON  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890.— Order  in  Council  of  the  8th  December. 

1903,  entitled  "  The  Zanzibar  Order  in  Council.  1903."   66 

GovEBHHENT  OF  Ihdia  Act,  1858. — Order  in  Council  of  the  8th  December,  1903, 
approving  a  statement  of  proposed  new  and  revised  appointments  and 
alterations  of  salaries  in  the  establishment  of  the  Secretary  of  State  In 
Council  of  India  66 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland.) 

Additional  Rules  made  by  the  Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland 
as  to- 

I.  Experimental  science  and  drawing. 

II.  Experimental  and  practical  science. 

Amended  rules  made  by  the  Board  for  the  examination  in  music. 

Time-table  of  examinations  lor  the  year  1904.  , ,  66 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act.— Orders  in  Council,  dated  1st 

December,  1903,  and  2l8t  January,  1901,  giving  effect  to  Rules  of  Court.  6d 

AoBicuLTURE  AND  TECHNICAL  iNSTRumoN  (Ireland)  Act,  1899. — Thirty- 
three  Minutes  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
for  Ireland,  sanctioning  forms  of  instruction  for  certain  county  borough!<, 
counties,  and  urban  districts.    . .       . .       , ,       . .       . .       . .       . ,  66 

Penal  Servitude  Acts,  1853  to  1891  (Conditional  Licences.) 

Licenses  granted  by  His  Majesty  under  the  provisions  of  the  Penal  Servi- 
tude Acts,  1853  to  1891,  to  which  are  annexed  conditions  other  than 
those  contained  in  Schedule  A.  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864. 

I.  To  Ellis  Smith. 

II.  To  Patrick  Haniigan. 

Licence  granted  by  His  Majesty  to  Mary  Ann  Phillips,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting  her  to  be  at  large  on  con- 
dition that  she  enter  the  Home  of  the  Holy  Rood  at  Worthing. 

Licence  granted  to  Timothy  W.  Nolan,  a  convict,  to  which  are  annexed 
conditions  other  than  those  contained  in  Schedule  A.  of  the  Penal 
Servitude  Act,  1864.   67 

Pharmacy  (Ireland)  Acts,  1875  and  1890.— Order  in  Council  dated  9th 
October,  1903,  approving  of  a  reguhttion  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  ^  _ 

Militia  Act,  1882  (Deputy  Lieutenants.)— Returns  of  descriptions  of  quali- 
fications  of  deputy  lieutenants  lodged  during  1902,  as  furnished  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland   67- 
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Winter  Assizes  (Ireland.) — On^r,  dated   9th  October,  1903,  and  three 

Orders,  dated  4th  November,  1903,  for  holding  Winter  Assizes  in  Ireland.  67 


PuBuc  Records. 

(Colonial  Office.)  Schedule  containing  a  list  and  particulars  of  classes  of 
docnmeuts  existing  or  accruing  in  the  office  of  His  Majesty^s  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  having  the  Department  of  the  Colonies  which  are 
not  considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their  preservation 
in  the  Public  Record  Office. 

Additional  rule  made  by  the  right  hon.  Sir  Richard  Henn  Collins,  Master 

of  the  Rolls,  for  the  disposal  of  certain  documents  67 

Certified  Inebriate  Refobhatoribs  (Regulations  for  Management). — 
Regulations  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  for  the  mam^ment  and  discipline  of  the  Certified  Inebriate 
Reformatory  at  Ackworth,  Yorkshire   67 


MrifficiPAL  Corporations. 

(Incorporation  of  Aston  Manor). — Charter  of  incorporation  of  the  borough 
of  Aston  Manor,  dated  17th  August,  1903. 

(Incorporation  of  Homsey). — (Charter  of  incorporation  of  the  borough  of 
Homsey,  dated  17th  August,  1903. 

(Incorporation  of  Gillingham). — Charter  of  incorporation  of  the  borough 
of  Gillingham,  dated  17th  August,  1903. 

(Incorporation  of  Bromley). — Charter  of  incorporation  of  the  borough  of 

Bromley,  dated  17th  August,  1903    68 

Ikebeiates  Acts,  1879  to  1899  (Regulations  for  State  Inebriate  Refor- 
MATOBiBS). — New  regulations,  dated  29th  December,  1903,  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  prescribing  the  diet  for  ill- 
conducted  or  idle  inmates  of  State  Reformatories,  and  revoking  Regula- 
tion 64  (6)  and  66  (6),  and  so  much  of  Appendix  A.  as  relates  to  the  diet  of 
ill-conducted  or  idle  inmates  of  the  Regulation  dated  21st  June,  1901       . .  68 


Factory  and  Workshop. 

(Special  Exceptions  :  Creameries). — Order  dated  23rd  October,  1903,  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pursuance 
of  Section  42  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  granting  certain 
special  exceptions  to  creameries,  and  revoking  the  Order  (Ireland) 
dated  9th  June,  1902. 

(Special  Exception :  Lime-washing,  &c.).— Order,  dated  2nd  November, 
1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in 
pursuance  of  Section  1  (4)  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
granting  special  exceptions  from  the  provisions  respecting  Ume-washing 
kc.,  to  certain  factories  and  parts  of  factories,  and  revoking  the  Orders 
dated  16th  November,  1895, 8th  February,  1896,  and  26th  March,  1902. 

Dangerous  and  Unhealthy  Industries. — Regulations,  dated  2l8t  Novem- 
ber, 1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
in  pursuance  of  Section  79  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
for  the  manufacture  of  electric  accumulators. 
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(Particulars  of  Piecework  Wages :  Wearing  Apparel). — Order,  dated  I7tli 
December,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, applying  with  modifications  the  provisions  of  Section  116  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  to  the  manufacture  of  wearing 
apparel,  and  revoking  the  Order  dated  22nd  April,  1897. 

{Special  Exception :  Overtime). — Order,   dated   29th  December,  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pur- 
suance of  Section  49  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  with  re- 
gard to  the  overtime  emplo3'ment  of  women  on  not  more  than  thirty 
days  in  the  year,  and  revolang  all  existing  Orders. 

(Health:  Bakehouses).— Order,  dated  30th  December,  1903,  made  by 
tiie  Secretary  of  State  itx  the  Home  Departmentl  in  pursuance  of 
Section  3,  Sub-section  2,  of  tbe  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
modifying  the  proportion  of  cubic  feet  of  space  to  be  provided  in  cer- 
tain bakehouses. 

(Earthenware  and  China). — Amended  special  rules  for  the  manufacture 
and  decoration  of  earthenware  and  china  as  established  by  the  awards 
of  the  Empire,  Lord  James  of  Herefoord,  dated  30th  December,  1901, 
and  28th  November,  1903   

Bank  op  England. — Return  of  the  amount  of  notes  issued  more  tban  forty 
years,  and  outstanding  on  28th  October,  1903,  which  have  bera 
written  off     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  ..  ■• 

Imperial  Ottoman  Gdabanteed  Loan  of  1855. — Account  for  the  year  to  3l8t 
December,  1903   

Treasury  Bills. — Treasury  Minute,  dated  24th  January,  1904,  amending  the 
regulation  laid  .down  in  the  Treasury  Minute  of  3lBt  May,  1889,  relating 
to  tenders  for  Treasury  Bills  under  the  Act  40  Victoria,  chap.  2,  s.  9. 

St.  Louis  Exhibition  Commission,  1904. — Treasury  Minute,  dated  29th  August 
1903,  directing  that  the  accounts  of  the  Royal  Commission  for  the  St. 
Louis  Exhibition  for  1904  shall  be  examined  and  audited  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor-General   

Superannuation. 

Professional  quahfications  Treasury  Minutes  declaring  that  professional  or 
other  peculiar  quaUfications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  on  the  public 
service  are  required  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  offices  of — 

I.  Secretary  to  the  CJivil  Service  Commissioners  (10th  November,  1903). 

II.  Deputy  Governor  of  a  convict  prison  in  Ireland  (21st  November,  1903). 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  20th  August,  1903,  awarding  a  special  pension  to 

Sir  Kenelm  Edward  Digby,  K.C.B.,  late  Permanent  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

Treasury  Minutes  declaring  tlrat  the  following  persons  were  appointed  with- 
out Civil  Service  certificates  through  iuadvertance  on  the  part  of  the 
heads  of  their  Departments — 

I.  Thomas  Ashbrook  Forster,  Postmaster,  Newton  Post  Office  (30th  Sep- 

tember, 1903). 

II.  Alfred  Wellhani,  machine-hand,  Royal  Small  Arms  Factory,  Birmin^m 
(5th  November,  1903.) 
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ni.  William  Edward  Bird,  engine  diiver,  Royal  Gun  Factory,  War  Depart- 
ment {23rd  December,  1903). 

IV.  Charles  Chamberlain,  principal  foreman,  Royal  Carriage  Department, 

War  Office  (2nd  October,  1903)   70 

Vnivbbsitzes  (Scotland)  Act,  1899. 

Annual  Statistical  Report  by  the  University  Court  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  30  of  the  Act  for  the  year  1902-1903. 

Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of  the  Act. 

Annual  Statistical  Report  by  the  University  Court  of  the  University  of 
Gla^ow  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  under  the  provision  of  Section 
30  of  the  Act,  for  the  year  190^1903.      —    70 

Prisons  (Scotland)  Act,  1877,  and  Secretary  for  Scotland  Acts,  1886-1889. 
— Rule  made  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  appointing  the  police  cells  at 
Kirkcaldy  to  be  a  legal  prison  for  the  detention  of  untried  prisoners  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  fourteen  days  before  or  during  trial,  and  of  convicted 
piisonecs  for  a  period  not  exceeding  seven  days  from  ^e  date  of  conviction . .  71 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Act,  1903-. — Order  by  tlie  Secretary  for  Scotland  under 

Section  109.   71 

West  Highland  Railway  (Extension  from  Banavie  to  Mallaiq). — Second 
Annual  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  the  conditions  and  working  of 
tiie  Banavie  to  Mallaig  Railway,  the  rates  and  charges  for  traffic,  and  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  any  company  in  working  the  railway,  for  t^e 
year  1902-1903    71 

India  (Loans  Raised  in  England). — Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  England 
tinder  the  provisions  of  any  Acts  of  Parliament,  chargeable  on  the  revenues 
of  India,  outstanding  at  tiie  commencement  of  the  half-year  ended  on  the 
30th  September,  19(^,  with  the  rates  of  interest  and  total  amount  payable 
thereon,  and  the  date  of  the  termination  of  each  loan,  the  debt  incurred  during 
the  half  year,  the  moneys  raised  thereby  during  the  half-year,  the  loans  paid 
ofi  or  dischai^ed  during  the  half-year,  and  the  loans  outstanding  at  the  close 
of  the  half-year,  stating,  so  far  as  the  public  convenience  will  allow,  the  pur- 
pose or  service  for  whidk  moneys  have  been  raised  during  the  half-year     . .  71 

Ijoans  Raised  in  India. — Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  India,  chargeable  on  the 
revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  the  commencement  of  the  half-year  ended 
on  the  30th  September,  1903,  with  tiie  rates  of  interest  and  total  amount 
payable  thereon,  and  the  date  of  the  termination  of  each  loan,  the  debt  in- 
curred during  the  half-year,  the  maaeya  raised  thereby  during  the  half-year, 
the  loans  paid  off  or  discharged  during  the  half-year,  and  the  loans  out- 
standing at  the  close  of  the  half-year,  stating,  so  far  as  the  public  conveni- 
ence will  allow,  the  purposes  or  service  for  which  moneys  have  been  raised 
during  the  half-year. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    . .  71 
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UsiTEBSmES  OF  OxFOBB  AHD  CahBKIDGE  AcT,  1877. — 

Statutes  made  hj  the  Chverning  Bodies  of : 

Magdalene  College,  Cambridge,  on  the  22iul  June,  1903,  in  substitution  for 
Statute  XXV.  of  the  statutes  of  the  college. 

Oriel  College,  Oxford,  on  the  24th  April,  1903,  amending  Statute  IV.,  7,  of  the 

statutes  of  the  college. 

QonviUe  and  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  on  the  16th  Blarch,  1903,  in  substitu- 
tion for  the  existing  statutes  of  the  college. 

New  College,  Oxford,  on  the  17th  June,  1903,  amending  certain  clauses  of 
Statute  ni.  of  the  statutes  of  the  college. 

St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  on  the  15th  May,  1903,  amending  Statute  XV.,  1, 
of  the  statutes  of  the  college. 


Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.    {No.  1.)       . .  72 

Univebsities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  University  Court  Ordinance  No,  IX. 
(Edinburgh  No.  3.) — Regulations  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor-of-Law  (B.  L.) ; 

laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  2.)  . .  72 

Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Board. — ^Report  and  statement  of  accounts  for 

year  ended  5th  April,  1903    72 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. — Accounts  for  year  ended  1st  July,  1903 ; 

delivered  (pui^uant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  72 

Subsidies  to  Shipping  Companies. — Return  respecting ;  laid  before  the  House 

(pursuant  to  Order  of  the  13th  of  August  last),  and  to  be  printed.    No.  3.)  —  72 

Auen  Immigration. — Return  of  the  number  of  aliens  that  arrived  from  the 
Continent  at  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  each  month  of  the  year  1904 ; 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House.— -(TAe  Lord  Wi^vertm.)         . .       . .  73 

Auen  Immigration. — Return  (in  parts)  respecting ;   laid  before  the  House 

(pursuant  to  Order  of  this  day),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  6.)        . .       . .  73 

NEW  BILLS. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill  [h.l.]. — A  Bill  to  provide  against  the  destruction  of  under- 
sized flat  fish,  was  presented  by  the  Earl  of  Onslow ;  read  I'' ;  and  to  be 
printed.   (No.  4.)   73 

Weights  and  Measures  (Metric  System)  Bill  [h.l.]. — ^A  Bill  to  render  compul- 
sory the  use  of  the  s^'stem  of  weights  and  measures,  commonly  laiown  as  the 
metric  system  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Kelvin  read  P ;  and  to  be 
printed.    (No.  5.)   73 


House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Eight  o'clock,  to  Thursday 
next,  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  TUESDAY,  2nd  FEBRUARY,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 
Message  to  attend  His  Majesty. 
The  Honae  went,  and,  being  returned — 

NEW  WRITS. 

Uf.  Speaker  informed  the  House  l^t  he  had  issued  Warrants  for  New  Writs  dur 
during  ibe  recess. 

For  St.  Andrew's  District  Burghs,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Toirens  Aiistruther, 
esquire,  who  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  a  Representative  in  the  Conseil 
d' Administration  of  the  Suez  Canal  Company ;  City  of  Rochester,  James 
Habert  Gascoyne  Cecil,  commonly  called  Viscount  Cranborne,  called  to  the 
House  of  Peers  ;  County  of  Meath  (South  Division),  James  Laurence  Carew, 
esquire,  deceased,  County  of  Leitrim  (Northern  Division),  Patrick  Aloysius 
McHu^,  esquire,  an  adjudicated  bankrupt ;  Borough  of  Belfast  (West 
JDivision).  Hugh  Oakley  Amold-Forster,  esquire,  who  hath  accepted  the 
Officeof  Secretaryof  State  forWar;Borough  of  Warwick  and  Leamington,  the 
honourable  Alfred  Lyttelton,  K.C.,  who  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  ;  South-East  Lancashire  (Westhoughton  Division), 
(jeorge  ViUiers  Stanley,  C.B.,  commonly  called  Lord  Stanley,  who  hath  ac- 
cepted the  Office  of  Postmaster  (General ;  County  of  Southampton  (Southern 
or  Fareham  Division),  Lieutenant-Colonel  Arthur  Hamilton  Lee,  who  hath 
accepted  the  Office  of  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  City  of  Londonderry, 
Jiuues  Albert  Edward  Hamilton,  commonly  called  Marquess  of  Hamilton, 
who  haUk  accepted  the  Office  of  Treasurer  of  His  Majesty's  Housdiold ; 
North  Lancashire  (Chorley  Division),  David  Alexander  Edward  Lindsay, 
commonly  called  Lord  Balcarres,  who  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Junior 
Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  Borough  of  Camberwell  (Dulwich  Division),  Sir 
John  Blnndell  Maple,  baronet,  deceased  ;  Borough  of  Lewisham,  John  Penn, 
esquire,  deceased  ;  (bounty  of  Devon  (Mid  or  Ashburton  Division),  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Seale-Hayne,  deceased ;  County  of  Salop  (Ludlow 
Divinon),  Robert  Jasper  More,  esquire,  deceased ;  City  of  Norwich,  Sir  Harry 
Bdllaid,  knigiht,  deceased ;  Borough  of  Gateshead,  Sir  William  Allan,  knight, 
deceased ;  Ayr  Boroughs^  Chules  Lindsay  Orr-Ewing,  esquire,  deceased. 


Mr.  SPBAKiRalso  informed  the  House  that  he  had  received  the  following  letters 

"16,  Bishopsgate  Street.  Within,  E.C., 

"  1st  February,  1904. 

The  Right  Honourable 

"  The  Spe^nr  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

"Sir, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  firm  of  Antony  Gibbs  &.  Sons, 
of  which  I  and  my  brother  Vicary  Gibbs  are  members,  accepted  a  contract  with 
the  Admiralty  on  the  2Dd  Dacsmber  last. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  servant. 

"  Alban  Gibbs." 
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"Iflt  February,  1904. 

"St.  Dunsten's, 

"Regent's  Park. 

"  Mr,  Speaker, 

"  I  have  the  h(niour  to  infonn  70a  that  at  the  latter  end  of  last  year,  I 
(as  a  partner  in  the  finn  of  Antony  Gibbs  and  Sons)  entered  into  a  ccmtiact 
with  the  Admiralty,  and  am  advised  that  by  so  doing  I  have,  under  an  Act 
of  George  III.  vacated  my  seat  in  Parliament. 

"  I  beg  to  remain,  Mr.  Speaker, 

**  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  VicAEY  Gibbs."   73 


CITY  OF  LONDON  {WRIT). 

Mr,  Swift  MacNeiS  [Donegal,  8.)   75 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjoomed,"— 
(Mr.  Swift  JfocATetZZ,)— put,  and  agreed  to. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

County  of  Hertford  (Mid  oe  St.  Albans  Division  (Writ). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his 
Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  malra  out  a  new  Writ  for  the 
election  of  a  Member  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament,  for  the 
County  of  Hertford  (St.  Albans  Division  )  in  the  room  of  Vicary  Gibbs. 
esquire,  who  has  accepted  a  contract  with  the  Admiralty."-— (Sir  A. 
Adand-Hood). 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow   7T 

New  Mbhbers  Sworn. 

Right  hon.  Alfred  Lyttelton,  for  Borough  of  Warwick  and  Leamington. 

Ri^t  hon.  Hugh  Oakley  Amold-Forster,  City  of  Belfast  (West  Belfast 

Division). 

Right  hon.  Edward  George  Villiers  Stanley,  C.B.  (commonly  called  Lord 
Stanley),  South-East  Lancashire  {Westhoughton  Division). 

David  Alexander  Edward  Lindsay  (commonly  called  Lord  Balcarres), 
North  Lancashire  (Chorley  Division). 

Arthur  Hamilton  Lee,  esquire.  County  of  Hants  (Southern  or  Fareham 
Division). 

James  Albert  Edward  Hamilton  (commonly  called  Marquess  of  Hamilton), 

City  of  Londonderry. 

Charles  Tuff,  esquire,  City  of  Rochester. 

Edward  Feetham  Coates,  esquire,  Borough  of  Lewisham. 

Frederick  Rutherfood  Harris,  esquire,  Borough  of  Camberwell  (Dulwich 
Division). 

Rowland  Hunt,  esquire,  County  of  Salop  (Southern  or  Ludlow  Di^dsion). 
John  Stirling  Ainsworth,  esquire,  County  of  Argyll. 
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Captain  Edward  Charles  ElUce,  St.  Andrews  District  of  Buighs. 

Hany  Tielawney  Eve,  esquire,  County  of  Devon  (BCd  or  Ashburton  Divi- 
sion). 

Louis  John  Tillett,  esquire,  City  of  Norwich. 

Patrick  Aloysius  UcHu^,  esquire.  County  of  Leitrim  (North  Leitrim  Divi- 
sion). 

David  Sheehy,  esquire.  County  of  Meath  (South  Meath  Division}   77 

Elktions. — Ordered,  That  all  Members  who  are  returned  for  two  or  more 
places  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  do  make  their  Election  for 
which  of  the  places  they  will  serve,  within  one  week  after  it  diall  appear 
that  there  is  no  question  upon  the  Return  for  that  place ;  and  if  anything 
shall  come  in  question  touching  the  Return  or  Election  of  any  Member, 
he  is  to  withdraw  during  the  time  the  matter  is  in  debate ;  and  that  all 
Members  returned  upon  double  Returns  do  withdraw  till  their  Returns 
are  determined. 

Resolved,  That  no  Peer  of  the  Realm,  except  such  Peers  of  Ireland  as 
shall  fsa  the  time  being  be  actually  elected,  and  shall  not  have  declined  to 
save,  for  any  county,  dty,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain,  hath  any  right  to 
give  his  Tote  in  the  Election  of  any  Member  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  any  Lord  of  Parliament,  or  other  Peer  or  Prelate,  not  being  a  Peer  of 
Ireland  at  the  time  elected,  and  not  having  declined  to  serve  for  any 
couikty,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain,  to  concern  himself  in  the 
election  of  Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  except 
only  any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  Elections  in  Great  Britain  respec- 
tivdy  where  such  Peer  shall  appear  as  a  candidate'  or  by  himself,  or 
any  others,  be  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for  any  Lord  Lieutenant  or 
Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority  derived 
from  his  Commission,  to  influence  the  Election  of  any  Member  to  terve 
for  the  Commons  in  Parliament"    {Sir  A.  Adand-Hood)         ..       , .  7S 

Mr.  James  LowOier    . .  79 

Mr.  Gibson  BowUt    . .  79 

Amendment  proposed — 

.  **  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  Kingdom'  in  line  2,  to  the  word 
*ior'  in  line  8*'— (Jfr.  James  Lowther.) 

The  Secrtiary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Ahers  Dmglas, 

Kent,  St.  Augnstines)   79 

Question,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion," put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties  and  privileges 
ii  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of  Parliament,  or 
other  Peer  or  Prelate,  not  being  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the  time  elected,  and 
not  having  declined  to  serve  for  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of^Great  i 
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Britain,  to  concern  himself  iu  the  election  of  Members  to  serve  for  the 
Commons  iu  Parliament,  except  only  any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  Elec- 
tions in  Great  Britain  respectively  where  such  Peer  shall  appear  as  a  can- 
didate, or  by  himself,  or  any  others,  be  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for  any 
Lord  Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  Commission,  to  influence  the  Election  of  any  Uemb^ 
to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  hath  been  elected  or 
returned  a  member  of  this  House,  or  endeavoured  so  to  be,  by  bribery,  or 
any  other  corrupt  practices,  this  House  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  sever- 
ity against  all  such  persons  as  shall  have  been  wilfuly  concerned  in  such 
brib^  or  other  corrupt  practices. 

Witnesses. — Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  hath  been  tamper- 
ing wit^  any  witness,  in  respect  of  hu  evidence  to  be  given  to  this  House, 
or  any  Committee  thereof,  or  directly  or  indirectly  hath  endeavoured  to 
deter  or  hinder  any  person  from  appearing  or  giving  evidence,  the  same 
is  declared  to  be  a  high  crime  or  misdemeanour ;  and  this  House  will  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmost  severity  agaiiut  sudi  offender. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  hath  given  false 
evidence  in  any  case  before  this  House,  or  any  Committee  thereof,  this 
House  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity  against  such  offender.  . .  80 

Metropolitan  Police. — Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Police  of  the 
Metropohs  do  take  care  that,  during  the  session  of  Parliament,  the  pas- 
sages through  the  streets  leading  to  this  House  be  kept  free  and  open,  and 
that  no  obstruction  be  permitted  to  hinder  the  passage  of  Members  to  and 
from  this  House,  and  that  no  disorder  be  allowed  in  Westminster  Hall,  or 
in  the  passages  leading  to  this  House,  during  the  Sitting  of  Parliament, 
and  that  there  be  no  annoyance  therein  or  thereabouts ;  and  that  the  Ser- 
geant at  Arms  attending  tUs  House  do  communicate  this  Order  to  the 
Commissioners  aforesaid  . .  81 

Votes  and  Proceedings. — Ordered,  That  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  this 
House  be  printed,  being  first  perused  by  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  that  he  do  ap- 
point t&e  printing  tliereof ;  and  that  no  peison  but  such  as  he  shall  appoint 
do  presume  to  print  the  same  81 

Privilboes. — Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Privileges  be  appointed   . .       . .  81 

Outlawries  Bill. — "  For  the  more  effectual  preventing  of  Clandestine  Ont- 

iawries,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   81 

Journal. — Ordered,  That  the  Journal  of  this  House,  from  the  end  of  the  last 
session  to  the  end  of  the  present  session,  with  an  Index  thereto,  be  printed. 

Ordered,  That  500  Copies  of  the  said  Journal  and  Index  be  printed  by 
tjie  appointment  and  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Courtenay  Peregrine  Hb^ 
K.C.S.I.,  C.I.E.,  the  aerk  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Journal  and  Index  be  printed  by  such  person 
as  shall  be  licensed  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  no  other  person  do  presume  to 
print  the  same  81 
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PuuAHENTABT  Papebs  (Rkcbss). — The  following  Papers,  presented  by  His 
Majesty's  Command  during  the  Recess,  were  deliver©!  to  the  Librarian 
of  the  House  of  Commons  during  the  Recess,  pursuant  to  the  Standing 
Order  of  the  I4th  August,  1896— 

1.  Explosions  (Cotton  Powder  Company's  Factory  at  FavenhAm).— 
Copy  of  Report  by  Major  A.  Cooper-Key,  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Ex- 
pioaives,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departauent,  on  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  an  Explosion  of  nitro-glycerine  which  occurred  in  the  ^ 
Final  Washing  House  of  the  Factory  of  the  Cotton  Powder  Company, 
limited,  at  Uplees  Marshes,  Faversham,  Kent,  on  the  23rd  August,  1903. 

2.  Explosions  (Cotton  Powder  Company's  Factory  at  Faversham.— 
Copy  of  Report  by  Captain  J.  H.  Thomson,  His  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector 
of  Explosives,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  on  the 
circomstances  attending  an  Explosion  of  nitro-glycerine  which  occurred  in 
the  Final  Washing  House  of  the  Factory  of  the  Otton  Powder  Company, 
Limited,  at  Uplees  Marshes,  Faversham,  Kent,  on  the  9th  Novemb^, 
1903. 

3.  Sewage  Disposal  (Royal  Commission) — Copy  of  Fourth  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  enquire  and  report  what  methods  of 
Treating  and  Disposing  of  Sewage  may  properly  be  adopted,  together 
with  Vol.  II.,  Minutes  of  Evidence,  Vol.  III.,  Reports  on  Bacteriological 
luvestigations,  and  Vol.  IV.,  Reports  on  the  Land  Treatment  of  Sewage 
and  Methods  of  Chemical  Aiunlysis  of  Sewage  Effluents. 

4.  Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  of  Report  on 
the  manuscripts  of  Mrs.  Stopford-Sackville  of  Drayton  House,  Northamp- 
tonshire, Vol.  I. 

5.  Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  of  Report 
on  the  Manuscripts  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  Queensberry,  K.G., 
K.T.,  preserved  at  Drumlanrig  Castle,  Vol.  II. 

6.  Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  of  Final  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  Arsenical  Poison- 
ing arising  from  the  Consumption  of  Beer  and  other  articles  of  Food  or  Drink. 
Part  I.  Report. 

7.  Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  of  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  Arsenical  Poisoning 
arising  from  the  consumption  of  Beer  and  other  articles  of  Food  and  Drink. 
Part  II.   Vol.  I.  of  Blinutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendices. 

8.  Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  of  Final  Report  of 
the  Commi^ioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  Arsenical  Poison- 
ii)g  arising  from  the  consumption  of  Beer  and  other  articles  of  Food  or  Drink. 
Part  II.   Vol  II.  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendices. 

9.  Electricity  in  Mines. — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
imttee  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  to 
inquire  into  the  use  of  Eleetricty  in  Mines,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and 
Appendices. 

10.  War  in  South  Africa  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  of  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  military  preparations  and  other 
matters  connected  with  the  War  in  South  Africa,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence 
(Vols.  I.  and  II.)  and  Appendices. 

11.  Ankylostomiasis. — Copy  of  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  thi» 
Home  Department,  by  J.  S.  Haldane,  esquire,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  on  Ankylos- 
tomiasis in  Westphalian  Collieries. 
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12.  Mines  and  Quarries.— Copy  of  General  Report  and  Stalastics  ioi 
the  year  1902 ;  Part  II.,  Labour ;  General  Report  and  Statistics  relating 
to  persons  employed  and  Accidents  at  Mines  and  Quarries  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Mines  and  Quarries  Acts. 

13.  Mines  and  Quarries. — Copy  of  General  Report  and  Statistics  for 
the  year  1902,  Part  III.,  Output;  General  Report  and  Statistics  relating 
to  the  Output  and  Value  of  the  Minerals  raised  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
amount  and  value  of  the  metals  produced,  and  the  exports  and  imports  of 
Minerals. 

14.  Prisons  (England  and  Wales).— Copy  of  Report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  Prisons,  and  tke  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons  with  Appendices,  for  the  ] 
year  ended  Slst  March,  1903. 

15.  Factories  and  Workshops. — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Factories  and  Workshops  for  1902.    Part  II,  Tables. 

16.  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  (Great  Britain). — CopyTof 
Forty-sixth  Report  of  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial Schools  for  1902.  Part  II.  Greneral  Report  and  Appendices  III. 
t»XI. 

17.  Police  (Metropolis). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Commissioner  ot 
Pohce  of  the  Metropolis  for  the  }''ear  1902. 

18.  Inebriates  Acts  (Inspector's  Report). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  In- 
spector under  the  Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1900,  for  the  year  1902. 

19.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the^Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  author- 
ising the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  City  of  Bath,  in  the  county 
of  Somerset  (being  extensions  and  deviations  of  the  existing  and  authorised 
undertaking  of  Bath  Electric  Tramways,  Limited),  and  the  abandonment 
of  the  construction  of  certain  other  Light  Railways  already  authorised  in 
the  same  city  (Bath  Electric  Tramways  (Light  Railways  Extensions)  Order, 
1903). 

20.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  amending  the  Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay  Light  Railway  Order, 
1898  (Llandudno  and  Colwvn  Bay  Light  Railway  (Deviation  and  Amend- 
ment) Order,  1903). 

21.  Light  Railwaj'B  Act,  1896. — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Li^t 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
from  the  River  Thames  near  Greenhithe  to  Dartford  and  Eynaford,  with 
Branches  to  Swanlev  Junction  and  to  Stansted  (Dartford  District  Light 
Railways  Order,  1903). 

22.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— €opy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  amending  the  Lastingham  and  Rosedale  Light  Railway  Order, 
1900  (Lastingham  and  Rosedale  Light  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Order, 
1903). 

23.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  reviving  the  powers  granted  and  extending  the  period  limited  by 
The  Bankfoot  Light  Railway  Order,  1898,  for  the  compulsory  purchase 
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of  lands,  and  extending  the  period  limited  by  that  Order  for  the  completion 
of  the  lUilway  and  works  by  that  Older  authorised  (Bankfoot  Light  Bail  way 
(Extension  of  Time)  Order,  1903). 

24.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissionera,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  borough  of 
Burton-upon-Trent,  the  urban  districts  of  Swadlincote  and  of  Ashby-de- 
)a-Zoueh,  and  the  rural  districts  of  Repton  and  of  Hartshorne  and  Seales 
and  of  Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch,  in  the  coimties  of  Stafford,  Derby,  and  Leicester 
{Burton  and  Aahby  Light  Railway  Order,  1903). 

25.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  tiie  construction  of  a  Light  Railway  in  the  borough  and  rural 
district  of  Dover  and  parish  of  River,  in  the  county  of  Kent  (Dover  and 
River  Light  Railway  Order,  1903). 

26.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Lig^t 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  amenduig 
the  Bere  Alston  and  Calstock  Light  Railway  Order,  1900  (Bere  Alston  and 
Calstock  Light  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Order,  1903). 

27.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  a  Light  Railway  in  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, from  Totton  to  Fawley  (Totton,  Hythe,  and  Fawley  Light  Railway 
Order,  1903). 

28.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the 
construction  of  a  Light  Railway  in  the  rural  district  of  Dartford,  in  the 
county  of  Kent  (Dartford  Light  Railway  (Extension)  Order,  1903). 

29.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
transferring  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Nelson 
the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Barrowford  Urban  District  Council  by  the 
Barrowford  Light  Railway  Order,  1901,  and  amending  that  order  and  the 
Nelson  Light  Railways  Order,  1901  (Barrowford  Li^t  Railway  Order, 
1901  (Transfer,  Ac.)  Order,  1903). 

30.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade: 
authorising  the  construction  of  a  light  Railway  in  the  county  of  Gloucester, 
in  the  paruhes  of  Henbury  and  Shirehampton  (Avonmouth  Light  Railway 
Order,  1903). 

31.  Railways  (Continuous  Brakes).^Copy  of  Return  by  Railway  Com- 
panies of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  use  of  Continuous  Brakes  for  the  six 
months  ending  the  30th  June,  1903. 

32.  Statastical  Abstracts  (Foreign  Countries). — Copy  of  Statistical 
Abstract  for  the  principal  and  other  Foreign  Countries  in  each  year 
1891  to  1900-1901  (Twenty-ninth  Number). 

33.  Commercial  Mission  to  South  Afri-.  a.— Copy  of  Report  received 
from  Mr.  Henry  Birchenough,  the  Special  (.'ommissioner  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  present  position  and 
intiire  prospects  of  British  Trade  in  South  .^  t'rica. 

34.  Colonial  Import  Duties. — Copy  of  I!  turn  relating  to  the  Rates  of 
Import  Duties  levied  upon  the  principal  an  1  ither  Articles  Imported  int> 
the  Colonial  and  other  Possessions  of  the  U  >  i :  ed  Kingdom. 
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35.  Conciliation  Act,  1896  (Trade  Disputes).— Copy  of  Foorth  Report 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Proceedings  under  the  Conc^tion  Act,  1896. 

36.  East  India  (Sanitary  Measures). — Copy  of  Report  on  Sanitary 
MeosureB  in  India  in  1901-2  (Vol.  XXXV.). 

37.  East  India  (Irrigation). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Indian  Irrigation 
Commission,  1901-3.  Part  I.  General  Part  II.  Provincial  Part  III. 
Haps.    Part  IV.  Appendix. 

38.  East  India  (Railways). — Copy  of  Report  on  the  administration  and 
working  of  Indian  Railways,  by  Thomas  Robertson,  C.V.O.,  Special  Com* 
missioner  for  Indian  Railways. 

39.  East  India  (Statistical  Abstract). — Copy  of  Statistical  Abstract 
relating  to  British  India  from  1892-3  to  1901-2.    (Thirty-seventh  Number.) 

40.  East  India  (Trade).— Copy  of  Review  of  Trade  of  India  for  1902-3. 

41.  East  India  (Trade).— Copy  of  Tables  relating  to  the  Trade  of  British 
India  with  British  Possessions  and  Foreign  Countries  for  the  five  years 
1898-9  to  1902-3. 

42.  Imperial  Institute  (Indian  Section). — Copy  of  Annual  Report  of  the 
Imperial  Institute  (Indian  Section)  for  the  year  1902-3. 

43.  Irish  Land  Commission  (Proceedings). — Copy  of  Return  of  Pro- 
ceedings during  the  months  of  May,  June,  Julv,  August,  September,  and 
October,  1903. 

44.  National  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Appendix  to  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Report  of  the  (Commissioners,  being  for  the  year  1902.   Section  I. 

45.  National  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Appendix  to  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  being  for  the  year  1902.    Section  II. 

46.  National  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Appendix  to  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  being  for  the  year  1902.    Section  III. 

47.  Queen's  College  (Galway).— Copy  of  Report  of  the  Premdent  for 
the  Session  1902-3. 

48.  Agricultural  Statistics  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Tables  showing  the 
extent  in  statute  acres  and  the  produce  of  the  Crops  for  the  year  1903. 

49.  Agricultural  Statistics  (Ireland)  (Migratory  Labourers). — Copy  of 
Report  and  Tables  relating  to  Irish  Migratory  Agricultural  and  other 
Labourers  for  the  year  1903. 

50.  Agricultural  Statistics  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Abstracts  showing  the 
Acreage  under  Crops  and  the  number  of  Lire  Stock  in  each  county  and 
province  of  Ireland  for  the  year  1902-3. 

51.  Agrarian  Outrages  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Return  for  the  quarter 
ended  30th  September,  1903. 

52.  Agrarian  Outraf;es  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Return  for  the  quarter 
ended  3l8t  December,  1903. 

53.  Evictions  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the 
quarter  ended  30th  September,  190:}. 

54.  Evictions  (Ireland).— Copy  of  Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the 
quarter  ended  31st  December,  1903. 

55.  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Eviction  Notices). — Copy  of  Return 
of  Eviction  Notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended  30th  September,  liK)3. 

56.  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Eviction  Notices). — Copy  of  Return 
of  Eviction  Notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended  3l8t  Decemtier,  1903. 
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57.  Banking,  Railway,  and  Canal  Statistics  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Report 
on  the  Banking,  Railway,  and  Canal  Statistics  of  Ireland  for  the  half-year 
ended  30th  June,  1903. 

53.  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Forty-first 
Report  of  the  Inspector  for  the  rear  1902. 

39.  Shell-Fish  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  IreUnd  on  the  Shell-Fish  Layings  on  the  Irish  coast  as  respects 
their  liability  to  sewage  contamination. 

60.  Board  of  Education. — Copy  of  Reports  from  University  Colleges, 
1903. 

61.  Board  of  Education  (Special  Reports). — Copy  of  Special  Reports 
on  Educational  Subjects.  Sshool  Training  and  Early  Employment  of 
Lancashire  Children. 

62.  Board  of  Education  (Education  Committees). — Copy  of  Statement 
of  Schemes  for  the  Formation  of  Education  Committees  approved  during  the 
period  1st  August  to  30th  November,  1901,  by  the  Board  of  Education,  under 
Section  17  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902. 

63.  Board  of  Education. — Copy  of  Return  showing  the  Number  of 
Persons  on  the  Teachers'  Register  under  Regulation  5  (2)  (a)  of  the  Teachers* 
Registration  Regulations. 

64.  Board  of  Education. — Copy  of  ReguUtions  relating  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Science,  the  Royal  Colleg.3  of  Art,  and  to  Museums  under  the  Board 
of  Education  from  Ist  August,  1903,  to  31st  July,  1904. 

65.  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. — Copy  of  Report  on  the  Results 

of  Investigations  into  Cider  Making  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Bath  and 
W^t  and  Southern  Counties  Society  in  the  years  1893  to  1902,  by  F.  J. 
Uoyd,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 

66.  Postal  Convention  (Denmark). — Copy  of  Agreement  between  the 
Poet  Office  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the 
Po3t  Office  of  Denmark.    Dated  22nd  August,  Uth  September,  1903. 

67.  Wireless  Telegraphy. — Copy  of  Proces-Verbaux  and  Protocole 
Final  of  the  Preliminary  International  Conference  at  Berlin  on  Wireless 
Telegraphy. 

68.  Meteorology. — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Meteorological  Council  to  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1903. 

69.  Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties.— Copy  of  Return  of  Preferen- 
tial and  RetaUatory  Duties  imposed,  raised,  reduced,  or  repealed  in  the 
years  1823,  1824,  1825,  1826,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1845,  1846,  1853,  and  1860, 
stating  ( 1)  the  rate  of  duty  1  .vied,  and  (2)  the  revenue  derived  from,  and  the 
quantities  imported,  of  the  articles  concerned,  in  the  three  years  preceding 
and  in  the  three  years  following  such  change. 

70.  Chapter  Qouse,  Westminster. — Copy  of  Memoranda  by  Professor 
Church,  F.R.S.,  furnished  to  the  First  Commissioner  of  His  Majesty's  Works, 
etc.,  concerning  the  treatment  of  Decayed  Stone-Work  in  the  Chapter  House, 
Westminster  Abbey. 

71.  Peterhead  Harbour. — Copy  of  Reports  respecting  Peterhead 
Harbour  Works. 


72.  Colonial  Reports  (Annual).— Copies  of  Reports  Nos.  394  (Turks  and 
CaicoB  Islands,  Annual  Report  for  1902),  395  (Seychelles,  Annual  Report  for 
1902),  396  (Ceylon,  Annual  Report  for  1902),  397  (Gold  Coast,  Annual 
Report  for  1902),  398  (Barbados,  Report  for  1902-3),  399  (Fiji,  Annual 
Rc|>ort  for  1902),  400  (Lagos.  Annual  Report  for  1902),  401  (British  Solomon 
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Islands,  Report  for  1902-3),  402  (Cocos- Keeling  Islands,  Annual  Report  for 
1903),  403  (St.  Vincent,  Report  for  1902-3),  404  (Grenada.  Annual  Report 
for  1902),  405  (Southern  Nigeria,  Annual  Report  for  1902),  406  (Straits 
Settlements,  Annual  Report  for  1902),  407  (Trinidad  and  Tobago,  Report 
for  1902-3),  408  (Basutoland,  Report  for  1902-3),  409  (Northern  Nigeria, 
Annual  Report  for  1902),  410  (Malta,  Report  for  1902-3),  411  (St.  Lucia, 
Annual  Report  for  1902),  412  (Mauritius,  Annual  Report  for  1902).  413 
(British  Guiana,  Report  for  1902-3). 

73.  Colonial  Reports  (Miscellaneous). — Copies  of  Reports  Nos.  22 
(Seychelles,  Report  on  Para  Rubber),  23  (Dominica,  Roads  and  Land 
Settlement.  Report  on  the  Expenditure  of  the  Parliamentary  Grant-in- 
Aid),  24  (Grenada,  Report  on  Land  Settlement  in  Carriacou),  25  (Hong- 
Eong,  Bubonic  Plague.  Memorandum  on  the  Treatment  of  Patients  in 
their  own  Homes  and  in  Local  Hospitals). 

74.  Canada. — Copy  of  Canadian  Sessional  Paper  containing  C!)orrespond- 
enoe  in  oonnection  wi^  the  German  TarifE. 

75.  West  Indies. — Copy  of  Further  Correspondence  relating  to  the 
Volcanic  Eruptions  in  St.  Vincent  and  Martinique  in  1902  and  1903. 

76.  Straits  Settlements. — Copy  of  Reports  on  the  Federated  Malay 
States  for  1902. 

77.  Cyprus. — Copy  of  Despatch  from  the  High  Commissioner  covering 
a  Report  on  the  Agricultural  Fund  for  the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1903. 

78.  Marriage  and  Divorce  Law  (Colonies). — Copy  of  Papers  relating  to 
the  Laws  of  Marriage  and  Divorce  in  self-governing  British  (Colonies. 

79.  Transvaal.    Reports  of  the  Transvaal  Labour  Commission. 

80.  Army  (Recruiting). — Copy  of  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Recruiting  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  1903. 

81.  Army  (Volunteer  Corps). — Copy  of  Annual  Return  of  the  Volunteer 
Corps  of  Great  Britain  for  the  year  19(^. 

82.  Military  Prisons. — Copy  of  Report  on  the  DiscipUne  and  Management 
of  Military  Prisons  in  1902. 

83.  Patriotic  Fund.— Copy  of  Forty-second  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners of  the  Patriotic  Fund. 

84.  Rifle  Ranges. — Copy  of  Return  of  Rifle  Ranges  available  for  Regular 
Troops  and  Militia,  and  of  Rifle  and  Carbine  Ranges  available  for  the  Imperial 
Yeomaniy  and  Volunteer  Forces  [Address  16th  July,  1903 ;  Mr.  Courtenat/ 
Warner]. 

85.  Judicial  Statistics  (Scotland). — Copy  of  Report  on  the  Judicial 
Statistics  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1902. 

86.  Census  of  Scotland,  1901. — Copy  of  Eleventh  Decennial  Census  of  the 
Population  of  Scotland,  taken  3l8t  March,  1901,  with  Report  (Vol.  III.). 

87.  Board  of  Manufacturers  (Scotland). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Administration  of  the 
Board  of  Manufacturers  (Scotland). 

88.  Licensing  (Scotland)  Act,  1903. — Copy  of  Tables  showing  the  Popola- 
tions  of  Counties,  Local  Government  Districts  and  Bu^hs  in  Scotland  witii 
reference  to  the  Provisions  of  the  Licensing  (Scotland)  Act. 

89.  Naval  Manoeuvres. — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Naval  Manoeuvres  of 
1903.  ,  I 
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90.  Censusof  EnglandandWales,  190l.~Copy  of  Index  to  thePepula- 
tion  Tables  for  England  and  Wales  in  the  county  volumes  of  the  Census  Report 

91.  Highways. — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  ap- 
p<Hnted  by  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  Highways  Authorities  and  Administration  in  England  and  Wales, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence. 

92.  Treaty  Series  (No.  12,  1903).— Copy  of  Convention  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France  rwpecting  Commercial  relations  between  France 
and  Jamaica.  Signed  at  London,  8th  August,  1902.  Ratifications  ex- 
changed at  London,  12th  August,  1903. 

93.  Treaty  Series  (No.  13,  1903). — Copy  of  Accession  of  Mexico  to  the 
Industrial  Property  Convention,  1883,  and  additional  Act  of  1900.  7th 

September,  1903. 

94.  Treaty  Series  (No.  14,  1903). — Copy  of  Accession  of  Germany  to  the 
Industrial  Property  Convention,  1883,  etc.    1st  May,  1903. 

95.  Treaty  Series  (No.  15,  1903). — Copy  of  Parcel  Post  Convention, 
with  detailed  regulations,  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Chile.  Signed 
at  Santiago,  21st  October,  1902. 

96.  Treaty  Series  (No.  16,  1903).— Copy  of  Protocol  for  submitting  to 
Arbitration  certain  questions  as  to  the  interpretation  of  treaties  with  Japan 
with  regard  to  leases  held  in  perpetuity.  Signed  at  Tokio,  28th  August, 
1902. 

97.  Treaty  Series  (No.  17,  1903).— Copy  of  Treaty  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  China  respecting  Commercial  relations,  etc.  Signed  at  Shangai, 
dth  September,  -1902.    Ratifications  exchanged  at  Peking,  28th  July,  1903. 

98.  Treaty  Series  (No.  18,  1903). — Copy  of  Agreement  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France  providing  for  the  settlement  of  Arbitration  of 
certain  classes  of  questions  which  may  arise  between  the  two  Governments 
Signed  at  London,  14th  October,  1903. 

99.  Treaty  Series  (No.  1,  1904).-Copy  of  Convention  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Parcel  Post  Service  between  the  United  States  and  Hong-Kong. 
Signed  at  Washington,  2lBt  November,  1903. 

100.  Turkey  (No.  4, 1903). — Copy  of  further  correspondence  ieq>ecting 
tiie  afiairs  of  South-Bastem  Europe. 

101.  Turkey  (No.  1,  1904). — Copy  of  further  correspondence  respecting 
the  Afiairs  of  South-Eastern  Europe,  March  to  September,  1903. 

102.  China  (No.  3,  1903). — Copy  of  Report  by  Acting  Consul  Litton  on 
a  jounrey  in  Nori^-West  Tnnnui. 

103.  China  (No.  1, 1904).— Copy  of  Report  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Campbell,  His 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Wuchow,  on  a  jounrey  in  Mongolia  (with  a  Map), 

104.  Africa  (No.  11, 1903).— Copy  of  Reports  on  the  (Jeology  of  the  Bast 
Africa  Protectorate,  by  the  late  E.  E.  Walker  (Government  Geologist). 

105.  Africa  (No.  12, 1903).— Copy  of  Report  by  the  Mombasa-Victoria 
(Uganda)  Railway  Committee  on  the  Progress  of  the  Works  and  Revenue 
Working,  1902-3  (with  two  Maps). 

106.  Africa  (No.  13, 1903).— Copy  of  Report  on  the  Trade  and  General 
Conditions  of  the  British  Central  Afnca  Protectorate  for  the  year  19(^-3  by 
Major  F.  B.  Pearce,  Acting  Commissioner. 
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107.  Africa  (No.  14,  1903).— Copy  of  Despatch  to  certain  of  His 
Majesty's  Representatives  abroad  in  regard  to  alleged  cases  of  ill-treatment 
of  Natives,  and  to  the  existence  of  Trade  Honopolies  in  the  Independent 
State  of  the  Congo.  | 

108.  Africa  (No.  15,  1903).— Copy  of  Q«aeral  Report  on  the  Uganda 
Protootorate  for  ike  year,  ending  Slst  Hatch,  1903. 

109.  Forestry  Laws  (Commercial  No.  8,  1903). — Copy  of  Reports  finm 
certain  of  His  Majesty's  Representatives  abroad  respecting  Forestry  Laws. 

110.  Most-Favoured-Nation  Clauses  (Commercial  No.  9,  1903). — Copy 
of  Return  of  Most-Favoured  Nation  Clauses  inexistingTreaties  of  Commerce 
and  Navigation  between  Great  Britain  and  Foreign  Powers,  stating  the 
period  when  terminable,  and  showing  whether  they  apply  to  the  Britash 
Colonies,  in  force  on  the  1st  July,  1903. 

111.  Houses  of  Legislature  (Official  Reports  of  Proceeding)  (Hiscel- 
laueousNo.  5,1903).T^)opy  of  Correspondence  showing  the  systems  in  force 
in  certain  foreign  countries  for  publishing  Official  Reports  of  Proceeduigs  in 
thel^Houses  of  Legislature.  .  ^  , 

112.  Drama  (State  or  Municipal  Support)  (Miscellaneous,  No.  6,  1903). 
—Copy  of  Return  as  to  Financial  Support  given  from  State  or  Municipal 
Funds  to  Dramatic,  Operatic,  or  Musical  Performances  in  Foreign  Countries. 

1 13.  Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  ConsoUr 
Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3066  to  3113. 

I  114.  Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous  Series). — Copies  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consolar  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  Nos.  696  to  601. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie  upon  the  Table   

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BoYAL  Irish  Constabulary  Pensions. — Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing  the 
names  of  all  Constabulary  Officers  now  in  receipt  of  Pensions,  of  all  Head 
Constables,  Sergeants,  and  Constables,  and  of  all  Widows  and  Children  to 
whom  Pensions  have  been  granted  since  the  Constabulary  Estimate  for 
1903-4  was  prepared,  with  the  amount  and  date  of  Pension  in  each  case  [by  ] 
Command] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

lunRiAL  Ottoman  Guaranteed  Loan  of  1855. — Copy  presented,  of  Account 
for  the  year  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   

Tbeasurt  Bills. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  24th  January,  ' 
1904,  amending  the  Regulation  laid  down  in  the  Treasury  Minute  of  the 
3l8t  May,  1889,  rehiting  to  Tenders  for  Treasury  Bills  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  1.]  

St.  Louis  Exhibition  Commission,  1904.— Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  29th  August,  1903,  directing  that  the  Accounts  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion for  the  St  Louis  Exhibition,  1904,  shall  be  examined  and  audited  by  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . . 

SoPBRAinrUATlON  Act.  1839. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  20th 
August,  1903,  awarding  a  Special  Pension  to  Sir  Eenelm  Edward  Digby, 
E.G.B.,  late  Permanent  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   .... 
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SWKRASNUATIONS. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minut«,  dated  21at  Novem- 
ber, 1903,  declaring  that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  dnties  of 
the  office  of  Depoty-Govemor  of  a  Convict  Prison  in  Ireland  professional 
or  other  peculiar  qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the  Public 
Service  are  required  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  96 


SUPER4H5UATI0N8. — Oopy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  10th  Novem- 
ber, dedsring  that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  Seroetary  to  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners  profesuonal 
or  other  peculiar  qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquued  in  the 
Public  Service  are  requited  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .  95 


SuPEBAXNCATiON  ACT,  1884. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  30th 
September,  1903,  declaring  that  Thomas  Ashbrook  Forster,  Postmaster, 
Newtown  Post  Office,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certificate 
through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Department  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table   ®5 


ScPERANNUATiON  AcT,  1884. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  2nd 
October,  1903,  declaring  that  Alfred  Wellham,  machine  hand,  Royal  Small 
Arms  Factory,  Birmingham,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certi- 
ficate through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Department  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the.Table   96 


SuPKRANNUATioN  AcT,  1884. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  2nd 
October,  1903,  declaring  that  Charles  Chamberlain,  principal  foreman, 
Royal  Carriage  Department,  War  Office,  was  appointed  without  a^  Civil 
Service  Certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  De- 
partment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   ®^ 


Super AKNCATION  Act,  1884. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  23rd 
December,  1903,  declaring  that  William  Edward  Bird,  engine  driver.  Royal 
Gun  Factory,  War  Department,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service 
Cerdficate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Depart- 
ment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  


Baitk  of  England. — Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the  amount  of  Notes  issued 
more  than  forty  years  which  have  not  been  presented  for  payment,  and 
which  have  been  written  off  on  the  28th  October,  1903,  from  the  total 
amount  of  Notes  issued  from  the  Issue  Department  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   96 


Post  Office  Telegraphs. — Account  presented,  showing  the  gross  amount  re- 
ceived and  expended  on  account  of  the  Telegraph  Service  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1903,  Ac.,  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No,  2.]   96 


?ACT0BT  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS  (PARTICULARS  OF  PlECE  WORK  WaGES)  (WEAR- 
ING Apparel). — Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  17th  December,  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  applying  with 
modifications  the  provisions  of  Section  116  of  The  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  to  the  manufacture  of  Wearing  Apparel,  and  revoking  the  Order 
dated  22nd  April,  1897  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       . .       *  •  ^  *  •  ?® 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Special  Exception — Creaheribs). — Copy 
piesented,  of  Order,  dated  23rd  October,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pursuance  of  Section  42  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  granting  certain  special  exceptions  to  Cieameries, 
and  revoking  the  Order  (Ireland)  dated  9th  June,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Special  Exceptioh — Overtime). — Copy 
presented,  of  Order,  dated  29th  December,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  puranance  of  Section  49  of  The  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  with  regard  to  the  overtime  employment  of 
women  on  not  more  than  thirty  days  in  the  year  ;  and  revoking  all  existing 
Orders  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Manufacture  of  Earthenware  and  China). 
— Copy  presented,  of  Amended  Special  Rules,  dated  30th  December,  1901, 
and  28th  November,  1903,  for  the  Manufacture  of  Earthenware  and  China, 
as  established  by  the  Awards  of  the  Umpire,  Lord  James  of  Hereford  [by 
Command] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table   

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (Damgbbous  and  Unhealthy  Indus- 
tries).— Copy  presented,  of  Begnlations,  dated  2lBt  November,  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pur- 
suance of  Section  79  of  The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  for  the  Manu* 
faotore  of  Electric  Accumulators  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table    . . 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Health — Bakehouses). — Copy  presented,  of 
Order  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  dated 
30th  December,  1903,  in  purauance  of  Section  3,  Sub-section  (2),  of  The 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  modifying  the  proportion  of  cubic  feet 
of  space  to  be  provided  in  certain  Bakehouses  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Special  Exception — ^Limewashinq). — Copy 
presented,  of  Orderj  dated  2nd  November,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  in  pursuance  of  Section  1  (4)  of  The  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  granting  special  exceptions  from  the  provisions 
respecting  Umewashing,  &c.,  to  certain  factories  and  parts  of  factories ; 
and  revoking  the  Orders  dated  16th  November,  1895,  8th  February,  1896, 
and  26th  March,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table   

Explosions  (Blenheim  Enoineerino  Company's  Factory  at  Tunnel 
Lane,  Greenwich  Marshes). — Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  Majoc  A. 
Cooper-Key,  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives,  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  on  the  circumstances 
attending  an  explosion  of  fulminate  composition  at  the  factory  of  the 
Blenheim  Engineering  Company,  Limited,  at  Tunnel  Lane,  Greenwich 
Marshes,  on  the  18th  December,  1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 

Municipal  Corporations. — 

In(x>rforation  of  Aston  Manor. — Copy  presented,  of  (Charter  of  Incorporation 
of  the  Borough  of  Aston  Manor,  dated  I7th  August,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table     . .       . .  *  

Incorporation  of  Bromley. — Copy  presented,  of  (Charter  of  Incorporation  of 
the  Borough  of  Bromley,  dated  17th  August,  1903  [bv  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon 
the  Table  
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licOBPORATiON  OF  GiLUNGHAM. — Copy  presented,  of  Charter  of  Incorporation 
of  the  Borough  of  GiUingham,  dated  17th  August,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   98 


IitcoBPOKATiOH  OF  HoRNSEY. — Copy  presented,  of  Charter  of  Incorporation  of 
the  Borough  of  Homsey,  dated  17th  August,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   98 

Ikebriate  Reformatories  (REonATiONs). — Copy  presented,  of  Regulations 
made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
for  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  certified  Inebriate  Reformatory 
at  Ackworth,  Yorkshire  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  98 

I.VEBRIATBS  ACTS,  1879  TO  1899  (REGULATIONS  FOR  StATE  InEBRIATE  REFORMA- 
TORIES).— Copy  presented,  of  New  Regulations  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  prescribing  the  diet  of  ill-conducted  or  idle  inmates 
of  State  Inebriate  Reformatories,  and  revoking  Regulations  64  (b)  and  66  (b), 
and  80  much  of  Appendix  A  as  relates  to  the  diet  of  ill-conducted  or  idle  in- 
mates, of  the  Regulation  dated  2l8t  June,  1901  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   99 

Pesal  Servitude  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Copy  presented,  of  Licence 
granted  to  Ellis  Smith,  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Acts, 
1853  to  1891,  to  which  are  annexed  conditions  other  than  those  contained  in 
Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  99 

Pesal  Servitude  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Copy  presented,  of  a  Licence 
granted  to  Patrick  Hardigan  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Penal  Servitude 
Acts,  1853  to  1891,  to  which  are>annexed  conditions  other  than  those  con- 
tained in  Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  99 

Penal  Servti-vde  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Copy  presented,  of  a  Licence 
granted  to  Mary  Ann  Phillips,  a  convict  under  detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison, 
permitting  her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  she  enter  the  Home  of  the 
Holy  Rood  at  Worthing  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   99 

Penal  Sebtttcde  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Copy  presented,  of  Licence 
granted  to  Timothy  W.  Nolan,  a  convict,  to  which  are  annexed  conditions 
other  than  those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of  th»  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  99 


Department  of  Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland). — 
Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Ordered  13th  August,   1908 ;  Mr. 
STGocem] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  


99 


Ar.RicULTLTlE    AND    TECHNICAL   INSTRUCTION    (IrELAND)    AcT,  1899.— Copy 

presented,  of  Thirty-tJiree  Minutes  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland  sanctioning  Forms  of  Instruction  for 
certain  County  Boroaghs,  Counties,  and  Urban  Districts  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table   I*^ 

Prarmact  Acts  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council,  dated  9th 
October,  1 903,  approving  of  a  Regulation  jnade  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ^  V*^ 
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Militia  Act,  1882  (Deputy  Lieutenants,  Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of 
Return  of  descriptions  of  qualifications  of  Deputy  Lieutenants  lodged  during 
1903,  as  furnished  to  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  100 

Winter  Assizes  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  an  Order  in  Council,  dated 
9th  October,  1903,  and  three  Orders,  dated  4th  November,  1903,  for  holding 
Winter  Assizes  in  Ireland  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    . .       . .       . .  100 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Time-Table  of 

Examinations  for  1901  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   100 

Intsricediate  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Additional  Rule 
made  by  the  Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland  as  to  Experimental 
Science  and  Drawing  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .       . .       . .  100 

Intbbhedute  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  amended  Rules  made 
by  the  Intermediate  Eklucation  Board  for  Ireland  for  the  Examination  in 
Music  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  100 

Intermediate  Educaton  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Additional  Rule 
made  by  the  Intermediate  Education  Board  or  Ireland  as  to  Experimental 
and  Practical  Science  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table . .       . .       . .       . .  100 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act  (Ireland),  1877. — Copy  presented,  of 
Order  in  Ck>uncit  dated  1st  December,  1903,  giving  effect  to  a  Rule  of  Court 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  101 

SUPBBHB  Court  of  Judicature  Act  (Ireland),  1877. — Ck)pies  presented,  of  two 
Orders  in  (Council,  dated  2l8t  January,  1904,  giving  effect  to  rules  of  Court 
under  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act  (Ireland),  1877  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  101 

Wages  and  Effects  op  Deceased  Seamen. — ^Account  presented,  of  the  Sums 
received  and  paid  in  respect  of  the  Wages  and  Effects  of  Deceased  Seamen 
in  the  year  ended  31st  Sbich  1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .  101 

General  Lighthouse  Fund. — Account  presented,  of  the  General  Lighthouse  Fund 
showing  the  Income  and  Expenditure  for  the  year  ended  31st  Haich,  1903 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  3.]         . .       . .  101 

Seamen's  Savings  Banks  (Money  Orders  and  Transmission  of  Wages). — 
Accounts  presented,  of  all  Deposits  received  and  repaid  during  the  year 
ended  20th  November,  1902,  and  Statement  as  to  Money  Orders  issued  and 
paid  from  1865  to  3l8t  March  1903,  and  of  Receipts  and  Payments  in  connec- 
tion with  t^e  Transmission  of  Seamen's  Wages  from  1878  to  31st  March,  1903 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  4.]  . .  lOl 

Ramsoate  Harbour. — Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the  Recepts  and  Pay- 
ments for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1903,  together  with  an  Account  of  the 
Receipt  and  Issue  of  Stores  [by  Act] ;  to  tie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  5]   10» 
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West  Highland  Railway  (liixTENSioN  from  Banavie  to  Malaig). — Copy 
presented,  of  Second  Aimtial  Report  hj  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  tJie 
condition  and  working  of  the  Banavie  and  Hallaig  Railway,  the  rates  and 
charges  for  braffic,  and  t^e  receipts  and  expenditure  of  any  Company  in 
woriang  the  Railway,  for  the  year  ended  1902-3  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  6.]   101 

Aurr  (Pay,  Non-kptective  Pay  and  Allowances). — Copy  presented,  of  List 
of  Exceptions  to  the  Army  Regulations  as  to  Pay  and  Allowances  sanctioned 
daring  the  year  1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table       . .       . .  102 

SuGAB. — Retain  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address  30th  July,  1903 ;  Colond 

Denny} ;  to  lie  upon  t^e  Table  102 

Kast  India  (Loans  Raised  in  India).— Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  all  Loans 
raised  in  India  chargeable  on  the  Revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  half-year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1903,  &c.  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  7.]  102 

East  India  (Loans  Raised  in  England).— Copy  presented,  of  Retumof  all  I^ans 
raised  in  England,  chargeable  on  the  Revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at 
the  commencement  of  the  half-year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  190^  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  8.]  102 

Univeesities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877  (Cambridge). — Copy 
presented,  of  Statutes  made  by  the  Groveming  Body  of  Gonville  and  Caius 
College,  Cambridge,  on  16th  March,  1903,  in  substitution  for  the  existing 
Statutes  of  the  College  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  9.]   102 

rXIVERSTIES    OF    OxFORD    AND   CaHBRIDOE   AcT,     1877  (CAMBRIDGE)— Copy 

presented,  of  Statutes  made  by  the  Governing  Body  of  Magdalene  College, 
Cambridge,  on  22nd  June,  1903,  in  substitution  for  Statute  XXV.  of  the 
Statutes  of  the  College  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  10.]     ..   102 

CxiVBBsmES  OF  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877  (Oxford). — Copy 
presented,  of  Statute  made  by  the  Governing  Body  of  New  College,  Oxford, 
on  the  17th  June,  1903,  amending  certain  clauses  of  Statute  III.  of  the 
Statutes  of  the  College  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  11.]   . .  103 

Csiversities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridqe  Act.  1877  (Oxford). — Copy 
presented,  of  Statute  made  by  the  Governing  Body  of  St.  John's  College, 
Oxford,  on  15th  May,  1903,  amending  Statute  XV.,  1,  of  the  Statutes  of 
the  CoUege  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  12.]  . .  103 

Vhivbbsities  of  Oxford  ^AND  Cambridge  Act,  1877  (Oxford). — Copy 
presented,  of  Statute  made  by  the  Governing  Body  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford, 
on  24th  April,  1903,  amending  Statute  IV.,  7,  of  the  Statutes  of  the  College  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  13.]  103 

Merchant  Shipfiko  Act,  1894. — Copies  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in  Council  of  • 
the  29th  January,  1904,  providing  for  the  re- measurement  for  tonnage  of 
French  and  Spanish  vessels  in  British  ports  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table     103 
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Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. — Copy  of  Order  in  Council  of  the  9th  October, 
1903,  appl}dng  the  provisions  of  Sections  2  and  3  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act.  1894,  in  the  case  of  deserters  from  Japanese  vessels  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table    103 


Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. — Copies  presented,  of  Orders  in  Council  of  the 
16th  November,  1903,  confirming  by-laws  made  by  the  Pilotage  Author- 
ity for  the  Ports  of  Gloucester  and  Burntisland  [br  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   .*  103 


International  Copyright  Acts,  1844  to  1886. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  in 
Council  of  9th  October,  1903,  giving  effect  to  the  accession  of  Denmark  to 
the  International  Copyright  Convention  of  9th  September,  1886,  and  Ad- 
ditional Act  of  Paris,  1897  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table  104 


Foreign  Jdrisdiction  Act,  1890. — Order  in  Council  under  the  Act  (The 

Zanzibar  Order  in  Council,  1903)  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    . .       . .  104 


GU>VEBNU£NT  OF  India  Act,  1858. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of  8th 
December,  1903,  approving  a  statement  of  proposed  new  and  revised 
appointments  and  alterations  of  salaries  in  the  establishment  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  in  Council  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .       . .  104 


Greenwich  Hospital  Acts. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1903,  sanctioning  certain  pensions  now  granted  from  the  Funds  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  being  supplemented  from  Naval  funds  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  104 

Weights  and  Measures  Act,  1878. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of 
19th  October,  1903,  approving  a  new  denomination  of  Standard  Weight 
of  Fifty  Pounds,  or  "  Half-Cental "  [by  Act] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table         . .  104 


Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (Ordinance). — Copy  presented,  of  Univer- 
sity Court  Ordinance  No.  IX.  (Edinburgh,  No.  3)  Regulations  for  the  De- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Law  (B.L.)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  14.]   104 


University  op  Edinburgh. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  University,  made  by  the  University  Court,  for  the  year 
Slst  August,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  15.]   104 


University  of  Edinburgh. — Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Statistical  Report  by 
the  University  Court  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  for  the  year  1902-3  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed,   ^o.  16.]  104 

University  of  Glasgow. — Copy  presented  of  Annual  Statistical  Report  by  the 
University  Court  of  the  University  of  Glasgow  for  1902-3  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  17.]  . .  . .       . .  105 

Licensing  (3cotland)Act,  1903.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  under  Section  109  of  the  Act  [by  Act] ;  to  he  upon  the 
Table     106 
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Prisons  (Scotland). — Copy  presented,  of  Rule  made  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
,  land  appointing  the  Police  Cells  at  Kirkcaldy  to  be  a  legal  Prison  for  the 
detention  of  untried  prisoners  for  a  period  not  exceeding  fourteen  days  before 
or  during  trial,  and  of  convicted  prisonera  for  a  period  not  exceeding  seven 
days  from  the  date  of  conviction  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  18.]   105 

Tbadb  Report  (Annual  Series). — Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  ConBular 
Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3116  and  3117  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   105 

Unitbd  States  (No.  2,  1904). — Copy  presented,  of  Map  to  accompany  Corres- 
pondence respecting  the  Alaska  Boundary  (United  States,  No.  1, 
1904)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   lOB 

Pafebs  Laid  Upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

1.  Lunacy. — Copy  of  Report  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  number  of 

visits  made,  the  number  of  patients  seen,  and  the  number  of  miles 
travelled  by  the  Visitors  of  Lunatics  between  1st  April,  1903,  and  30th 
September,  1903  [by  Act]. 

2.  Lunacy. — Copy  of  Return  of  all  sums  received  by  the  Visitors  of  Luna- 

tics for  travelling  expenses,  or  upon  any  other  account,  from  1st  Janu- 
ary to  31st  December,  1903  [by  Act]. 

3.  Supreme  Court  (Rules). — Copy  of  Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  dated 

15th  January  1904  [by  Act]. 

4.  County  Court  (Rules).— Copy  of  County  Court  Rules,  1903  [by  Act]. 

5.  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. — Copy  of  Accounts  of  the  Mersey 

Docks  and  Harbour  Board  for  the  year  ending  1st  July,  1903  [b} 
Act]. 

6.  Public  Records  (Disposal  of  Documents), — Copy  of  Additional  Rule 

under  the  Public  Record  Office  Acts,  1877  and  1898,  for  the  disposal 
of  certain  Documents  [by  Act]. 

7.  Public  Records  (Colonial  Office). — Copy  of  the  Schedule  containing  a 

List  and  Particulars  of  Classes  of  Documents  existing  or  accruing  in  the 
Office  of  His  Majesty^s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial 
Department,  which  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office  [by  Act].         . .  105 

Kino's  Speech. — ^Mr.  Speaker  reported  His  Majesty's  Speech,  and  read  it  to  the 
House. 

King's  Speech  (Motion  fob  an  Address). 

Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  {Kent,  Ashford)   106 

Mr  Plwnmer  (NewauUe-on-Tyne)   113 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  an  humble  Address  be 
»reaeDted  to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth — 

"  Most  Oraeums  Sovereign, — 

**  "We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament" — {Mr.  Hardy). 
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Sir  H  Campbdi-Bannerman  (StiTling  Burghs)  . .       . .       . .  118 

The  Chancklor  of  tA«  Exchequer  {Mr.  Austen  ChamberkUn,  Worcester- 

shire  E.)   138 


And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  dook^  the  Debate  stood  ad- 
jonzned  till  this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING.  1 

KXMO*s  SpeecH  (Motion  for  an  Address). — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [2nd  Februaryl,  *'  1'hat  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

"  Most  Graciotis  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
wluch  your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament."— (3fr. 
Hardy.) 

Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  lesuroed. 


Mr.  Buchanan  {Perthshire,  E.)    149 

Sir  Howard  Vincent  (Sheffidd,  Central)     ..  ..       ..       ..  155 

Mr.  Paulton  {Durham,  Bishop  Auckland)  . .  ..       ..  15B 

The  Attorney  General  {Sir  Eabert  Finlay,  Inverness  Btarghs)       ..       ..  158 

Mr.  John  EUis  {Nottinghtmshire,  Rushdiffe)    168 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)     ..       . .  . .  173 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  {Greenwich)   179 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  *'  That  the  debat«  be  now  adj ouiaed."-— ^ilfr. 
John  Redinond)  — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

Pbivate  Bills. — The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  reported,  That,  in  accord- 
ance  with  Standing  Order  79,  he  had  conferred  with  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  in  which  House 
of  Parliament  the  respective  Private  Bills  should  be  first  considered,  and  they 
Aad  deteTiiiined  that  the  Bills  contained  in  the  following  list  should  originate 
in  the  House  of  liorda,  viz. : — 

Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales)  Docks  and  Railway. 
,   Appleby  Corporation  Gas. 
Barnard  Castle  Gas. 
Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation. 
Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  Ac). 
Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 

Belfast  and  North  East  Ireland  Electricity  and  Power  Oa^ 

Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways). 

Bexbill  Corporation. 

Bourncmoiitb  Corporation  (Tramwap). 

Bridlinj^ton  Corporation. 

Bristol  Corporaion. 
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Bristol  Tramways  (Extensions).  y  ^  ^ 

BnztoQ  Uiban  District  CooncU.         i  •  ,  j  *  «!  ,  ,  • 

Cambrian  Railway.  "1  . .         *  - 

OaidifE  Bailway. 

Ohesteifield  riorpoiatdon  Tiamwim  uad  ImpxoTeiiMace. 

CSiesteifieldQaa  and  Water  Boatd.  ,^ 

OooMcok  i^amways.  -  W 

Dabydiize  and  Nottinduunsliue  Blsotrie  Ftnrer.  1  > 

Derwent  VaUer  Water  Board. 

Ebbw  Yak  Urbar  District  Water. 

Edwi^ida?  Square  Protection. 

ElysSe  Palace  Hotel  Company. 

Filey  Improvement. 

Gosport  Water. 

Qreat  Western  Railway. 

Great  TarmouA  Corporation.  * 
Hariow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Gas. 
Harrogate  Waterworks  Tnunroad. 
Holywood  Tramways, 

Hoddersfield  Corporation  Act  1902  (Amendment).  ^ 
Hatcheson's  Hospital  and  Hiitcbeeon*s  Educational  Truat  (Substituted 
Bill). 

lUord  Urban  District  Council. 

Ipewich  Dock  Commission. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Railways. 

King's  College  Hospital. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power. 

Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks)  Railway. 

Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire  Electiic  Povier. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Company. 

Liverpool  and  Wigao  Churches. 

Llanelly  Harbour. 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway. 
Maidenhead  Bridge. 

Manchester  Corporation  (General  Powers). 
Blanchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  (Finance). 

Matlock  and  District  Gas.  > 
Ibney  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
Bbrtiopolitan  District  Railway. 
Metropolitan  Railway. 

Mid  Clieshire  Railways.  ,  • 

Milwr  and  District  Bfines  Drainage. 
Bfinehead  Urban  District  Council  Water. 
Neatii,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation. 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water. 

New  Biver  Company.  ^ 
New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Company. 
North  Wales  Electric  Power. 

Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban  District  Council. 
Oakengates,  Dawley,  and  District  Joint  Water  Board. 
Portmadoc,  Beddgelert,  and  South  Snowdon  Railway. 
Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways. 
Preston  and  Lytham  Tnunways  and  Tramroad. 
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Freeton,  Cfaorley,  and  Horwich  Tiamwjiya. 

Preston  Corporation  Water. 

Saint  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

Saint  Mary  Woolnoth. 

Shipley  Urban  District  Council.  . 

Soathport  and  L3rtham  Tramroad  (Extension  ol  Time). 

South  StafEordshire  Mines  Drainage. 

Stretford  Urban  District  Council. 

Ticehurst  and  District  Water  and  Gas. 

Trafford  Park  Dock  and  Railway. 

Tynemouth  Corporation. 

Tynemouth  Gas. 

l^eside  Tramways  and  Tramroads. 

Ulster  Electric  Power. 

Victoria  University  of  Manchester.  - 

Victoria  University  of  Yorkshire. 

Weaver  Navigation  (Additional  Finance). 

Weaver  Navigation  (Constitution  and  Finance). 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Abandonment). 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Extension  of  1  ime). 

Weston-Super*Mare  Grand  Pier. 

West  Riding  Tramways. 

Withnell  Gas. 

York  Town  and  Blackwater  Oas 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  WEDNESDAY,  3rd  FEBRUARY,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


Private  Bills  [Lords]. — Report  from  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  respect  of  the  Bills  comprised  in  the  List  reported  by  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means  as  intended  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they 
have  certified  that  the  Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  with  in  the  follow- 
ing cases,  viz.  : — 


Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales)  Docks  and  Railway.  • 


Barnard  Castle  Gas. 
Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation. 
Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  &c.). 
Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 

Belfast  and  North  East  Ireland  Electricity  and  Power  Gas. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways). 

Bexhill  Corporation. 

Bournemouth  Corporation  (Tramways). 

Bridlington  Corporation. 

Bristol  C(^potataon. 

Buxton  Urban  District  Council. 

Cambrian  Railways. 

Cardiff  Railway. 

Chesterfield  Corporation  Tramways  and  Improvements. 
Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board. 
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• 

DerbTshiie  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power. 

Derwent  Yallej  Water  Board. 

East  A^entiue  Railway. 

Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water. 

Edwardes  Square  Protection. 

Elys6e  Palace  Hotel  Company. 

Filey  Improvement 

Gosport  Water. 

Great  Western  Railway. 

Great  Yarmouth  Corporation. 

Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Gas. 

Harrogate  Waterworks  Tramroad  ^ 
Holywood  TramwajB. 

Hnddersfield  Gorpoia^on  Act.  1902  (Amendment) 
Hntrheeon'ffHoRpitalazid  Hotcheson's  Educational  Trust  (Substitnted 
Bill) 

Ipewioh  Dock  Commiasicm. 
Isle  of  Thanet  L^t  Railways 

King's  College  Hospital 

Lancashire  Electric  Power. 

Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks)  Railway. 

LeicMtexahire  and  Warwickshire  Electric  Power. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Company. 

liverpool  and  Wigan  Churches. 

LlanaUy  Harbour. 

London  Chatham  and  Dover  Railway. 
Maidenhead  Bridge. 

Manchester  Corporation  (General  Powers). 
Manchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
Manchester  Ship  Cuial  (Knattce). 
Matlock  and  Dutriot  Gas. 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
IfotrcpoEtan  District  Railmy. 
Metropolitan  Railway. 
Milwr  and  District  B£nes  Drainage. 
Minehead  Urban  District  Council  Water. 
Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynamuk  Railway. 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water. 
Newcastle  apon-Tyne  Corporation. 
New  Birer  Company. 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Meroantik  Agency  Company. 

Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban  District  Cbunm. 

Oakengates,  Dawley  and  District  Joint  Water  Board. 

Portmadoc,  Beddgelert,  and  South  Snowdon  Railway. 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways. 

Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwioh  l^nunways. 

Preston  Corporation  Water. 

Saint  Bartholomew's  Hospital 

Saint  Maiy  Woolnoth. 

fflii|dey  Urban  District  Council. 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  (EzteaisiDn  of  Time). 

Soatii  Staffordshire  Bfiaee  Drainage. 

Steetlord  Urban  District  Council. 

Ticehorst  and  District  Water  and  Gbs. 

lynemonth  OofporatioB. 
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Tynemouth  Gas. 

TynmAA  Tramways  and  Tramtoads. 
tnster  Electric  Power. 
Victoria  Univetsity  of  MancheBter. 
Victoria  University  of  Yorkshire. 
Weaver  Navigation  (Additional  Finance). 
Weaver  Navigation  (Constitution  and  Finance). 
West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Abandonment). 
Weet  Metropolitan  Railway  (Exten^on  ofTime). 
Weston  super-Mare  Grand  Put. 
West  lUding  TramwaySi 
WithnellOfts. 

York  Town  and  Blackwater  Gas. 

And  they  ^ve  certified  that  the  Standing  Osclen  have  not  been  eonipUed 
with  in  the  following  cases,  viz  : — 

Conlsdon  Tramways. 
North  Wales  Electric  Power. 
'  Trafford  Park  Dock  and  Railway  186 

Pbtvate  Bill  Petitions  [Lords]  (Standinq  Ordbks  not  complied  with). — 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  ux>on  the  Table  Report  from'  one  of  the  Examivtfa  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Petitions  for  the  following 
Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  yet  been  com- 
plied with,  via. : — 

Cloolsdon  Tramways  [Lords], 
North  Wales  Electric  Power  [Lords]. 
Trafiord  Park  Dock  and  Railway  [Lords], 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders   187 


Private  Bill  Petitions  (Standing  Orders  hot  complied  with).— Mr.  Sfbakir 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  ol  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Petitions  for  the  following  Bills,  the  $tftiBd«»g 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with,  vis. : — 

Rotherham  Corporation, 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements). 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders   18T 


BberhousEs. — Petition  from  Newport^  for  alterafaon  of  Law;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table    188 

Chabtdlo,  Bandaru  Appala.— Petition  oi- Bandam  ;;Appala. — Petition  oi 

Bandara  Appala  ,Charyulu,  for  redress  of  grievances to  lie  upon  the  TaUe  18ft 

GoDHDBN,  Muthia.— Petition  of  Mutbia  Qoooden,  fee  redress'^of  grievances;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table   ~  '.^    .  XB& 
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vem ;  Whiteinch ;  Halifax  ;  Mamhull ;  Alnwick ;  Warrington ;  Ohardstock ; 
Leominster ;  St.  Blazey  ;  Sauchie ;  Halton-le-Gate  ;  Dublin  ;  Llanidan ; 
Fartick ';  Dreighom  ;  Stevenston  ;  Devonport ;  London  Auxiliary  of  the 
United  Kingdom  Alliance  (two) ;  Newcastle  (four) ;  Coleorton  ;  Waosbeck  ; 
West  Hartiepool  (two) ;  Cwmbran  ;  Bournemouth  (two) ;  Winton  ;  Chriat- 
^katdb. ;  Mnirkirk ;  Troon  (two) ;  Dahnellrngton ;  Glenbuok ;  Ayr ;  Anchin- 
\sek ;  I/ogar  (two) ;  Girran ;  Edinburgh  (tliree) ;  Riaca ;  H.  W.  <Garbatt  and 
mother  ;  Shiney  Row ;  Bixkenhead  (three) ;  AJva ;  Btshton ;  Kelty ;  Hark- 
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Bradford  (three) ;  Salford  ;  Hetton-te-Hole  ;  New  Lambton  ;  Midhurst ; 
Dftodee  (two) ;  Lochee  ;  Stockport ;  Cockermoiztiti ;  Ditti^m  ;  Barnard  ' 
<CMtte ;  Stanhope  ;  New  Hatoham ;  Southgate ;  Leytonstone ;  Riddii^ ; 
Jeomond;  Widnes;  Inverness  ;  Bolton-on-I^me;  CHley ;  Dnkinfidd;  OH 
Hetton  ;  Lancaster ;  Whitley  Bay  ;  Hncknall  Torkaid ;  Peaistoiie ;  BbdvfeH:; 
C^e  Moor;  Maryport;  Stalybridge;  Trowbrid^ ;  Bradiord-oB-Avon ; 
Westbury ;  SaHord ;  Rybope ;  Chard ;  Cambois ;  Townhill ;  Cardenden ;  Cefa- 
canol ;  Meif od  ;  Llanrhaiadr  ;    Hemant ;  Llanfair  Caereinion  (two) ;  Llan- 
dycwm ;  Carmel  Siloh  ;  Rehoboth ;  Maengwynedd  ;  Llanf yHin  ;  Bridlington  ; 
F^ul  ;  C^urlesworth ;  Gloasop ;  Fairii^d ;  Leicester ;  Great  Meols ;  WestKirby, 
Wttllaaey;  Seaconnbe;  EllesmerePort:  Middlewich  (two) ;  Northwioh(three)4 
Bainton';  Whitegite ;  Tiodsham ;  Cullompton ;  Christow ;  Bristol ;  Oldham ; 
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Wkauey Range;  Fence ftouses;  Thornaby-on-Tess;  Wrthington;DeaAam^ 
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Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  {Djneji\S.). 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word '  That,*  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  ftlid 
add  the  words  '  a  Select  Committee  of  seven  Members  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider whether  Hr.  Vicaiy  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs  aie  disqualified  from 
sitting  or  voting  as  Members  of  tiiis  House  under  the  Statute  22  Geo.  5,  o.  4S, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon,'  ** — {Mr.  8w%ft  MaeNeffl.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Question." 

The  Secrmry  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Akera-Dou^ae,  KaUt 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
to  make  out  a  new  Writ  for  the  electing  of  a  Member  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  the  City  of  London.in  the  room  of  the  hon.  Alban  6eo^  Henry 
Gibbs,  who,  since  his  election  for  the  said  city,  has  undertaken  a  contract* 
with  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  tiie 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  public  service. 

County  op  Hertford  (Mid  or  St.  Albans  Division)  (Writ). — Order  read,  for 
resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [2nd  February], "  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  issue  his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out  a  new  Writ  for 
.  the  electing  of  a  Member  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  the  County  of 
Hertford  (Mid  or  St,  Albans  Division)  in  tiie  room  of  the  hon.  Vicary  Gibbs. 
who,  since  his  election  for  the  said  county,  has  undertaken  a  contract,  with  the 
Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland*  for  the  public  service.'* — {Sir  A. 
Adand-Hood.) 

Qnestdon  again  proposed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  to  make  out  a  new  Writ  for  the  electing  of  a  Member  to  serve  in  tikis . 
present  Parliament  for  the  County  of  Hertford  (Mid  or  St.  Albans  Diviuon) 
in  the  room  of  the  hon.  Vicary  Gibbs,  who,  since  his  election  for  the  said 
county,  has  undertaken  a  contract,  with  the  Commissioners  for  executing 
the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  . 
and  Ireland,  for  the  public  service      . .        . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  198 

EtMo's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Addbess).  Second  Day's  Debate. — Ordw  read, 
for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Question  [2nd  February], 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  folbweth 

Moat  Ghacious  Sovneign — 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  tiie  Commons  ol  Ae 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  SpflMft  - 
which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament."— (if  r. 
Bgir^.)  Question  again  proposed. 


St.  Avgukin^e) 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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The  Chief  Secretary  for  IrOand  {Mt.  Wyndham,  Dover)   220 
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Mr.  Blake  {Longford,  N.),   243 

Mr.  Austin  Ta^  {Liverpool,  East  Toxtdh)   252 
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Mr.  Power  {Waterford,  E.)   261 
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Mr.  Jose^  Dedin  {KUkenny,  N.)   268 


And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  debate  stood  adjoomed  till  this 
ETening's  Sitting. 

EVENING  SITTING. 

Zing's  Sfbech  (Motion  vob  an  Addbzss). — Order  read,  for  lesuming  Adjonmed 
Debate  on  Question  [3rd  February],  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth  : — 

Mosi  Gracious  Sovereign, — 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  ofier  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  l^jesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament."--{dfr. 
Launnee  Heardy.), 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 


Mr.  Joseph  Devlin   270 

Mr.  Swift  MaeNeia  {Donegal,  S.)   273 

Cohnd  Saunderson  {Armagh,  N.)   278 

Mr.  Wmiam  Redmond  {Clare,  B.)   284 

Mr.  Moon  {St.  Pancras,  N.)    296 
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Mr.  Hugh  Law  {Donegal,  W.)    299 


And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  L0RD3,  THURSDAY,  4th  FEBRUARY,  1904. 

Sat  First. — The  Viscount  ColviUe  of  Oubcoss  sat  first  in  PiQrIiament  after  the  death 

of  his  father   301 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

^The  LoBD  Chanckllob  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Stattding 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  bSen  complied  with  : — 

Acton  Improvement. 

Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales)  Docks  and  Railway 
Ameraham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District  Water. 

Appleby  Corpmation  Gas.  ^  . 
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Ailesey  Gas. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway. 

Barnard  Castle  Gas. 

Bamet  District  Gas  and  Water. 

Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation. 

Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  &c.). 

Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 

Belfast  and  North-East  Ireland  Electricity  and  Power  tias. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways). 

Bexhill  Corporation  . 

BezhiU  Water  and  Gas. 

Birkdale  Improvement. 

Bishop's  Stortford  and  District  Gas. 

Blyth  and  Cowpen  Gas. 

Bonmemouth  Corporation  (Tramways). 

Bridlington  Corporation. 

Bristol  Corporation. 

Brixham  Gas. 

Brymbo  Water. 

Buxton  Urban  District  Council. 

Cambrian  Railways. 

Cardiff  Railway. 

Cffflisle  Corporation.  * 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hami»tead  Railway. 

Cheshire  Electricity  and  Power  Gas. 

Chesterfield  Corporation  (Tramways  and  Improvements), 

Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board. 

Chippenham  Gas. 

Colney  Hatch  Gas. 

Corbridge  Gas. 

Corporation  of  London  (Southwark  and  other  Bridges). 
Croydon  Gas. 

Crystal  Palace  District  Gas. 

Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power. 

Derwent  Valley  Water  Board. 

Doncaster  Corporation. 

Donegal  Railway. 

East  Argentine  Railway. 

East  London  and  Lower  Thames  Electric  Power. 

Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water. 

Edirardes  Square  Protection. 

Elys^e  Palace  Hotel  Company. 

Fehxstowe  Gas. 

Filey  Improvement. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke^and  other  Gas  Companies  Acts  Amendn 
Gomersal  Gas. 
Gosport  Water. 

Great  Central  and  Midland  Joint  Railways. 

Great  Central  Railway. 

Great  Eastern  Railway. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats). 

Great  Northern  and  City  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

Great  Northern  Railway. 

Great  Western  Railway. 

Great  Yarmouth  CorporatioL,. 

Hampton*in>Arden  Gas. 
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Harlow  and  Sawbridgewortli  Gas. 
Harrogate  Waterworks  Tramroad. 
Harrow  Road  and  Faddington  Tramways. 
Ehxlywood  Tramways. 

Hnddersfidd  Corporation  Act,  1902  (Amendment). 
Hnmber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock. 
Hntcheson's  Hospital  and  Hatcheson's  Edooational  Trost  (Substituted 
BiU). 

Ipswich  Dock  Commisnoo. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Bailways. 

Eettenng  Improremeat. 

King's  OdU^  HoroitaL 

Eirby-in-Ashfield  Urban  District  Qas. 

Lamaahiie  and  Yorkshire  Raihray  (Steam  Vessels). 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Various  Powers) 

Lancashire  Electric  Power. 

Leeds  Corporation  (Consolidation). 

Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks)  Railway. 

Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire  Electric  Power. 

Leyton  Urban  District  Coiuicil. 

Lincohuhire  and  Yorkshire  Electric  Poww. 

Littlestone-on-Sea  and  District  Water. 

laverpool  and  London  and  Qlobe  Insurance  Company. 

Ijiverpool  and  Wigan  Chnrohes. 

Llanelly  Harbour. 

London  and  India  Docks  Company. 

London  and  North-Westem  lUilway. 

London,  Camberwell,  and  Dulwich  Tramways. 

London^  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway. 

London  Comity  Council  (General  Powers). 

London  Port  and  Doclra. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway. 

Lytham  Improvement. 

Blaidenhead  Bridge. 

Manchester  Corporation  (General  Powers). 
Bfanchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
Manchester  Ship  C!anal  (Finance). 
\        Matlock  and  District  Gas. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
1         Metropolitan  District  Railway. 
'  Metropolitan  Railway. 

Midland  Railway. 
Milwr  and  District  Mines  Drainage. 
Minehead  Urban  District  Coancil  Water. 
HuDingar,  KelK  uid  Diogheda  Railway. 

Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway.  ,  . 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water. 
,         Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation. 
New  River  Company. 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Company. 
^         North  and  South  Woolwich  Electric  Railway. 

North  Staffordshire  Railway, 
"^i        North-Westem  Electrioi^  and  Power  Gas. 
Norwich  Wat«. 

Nmuatim  and  Chilvets  Coton  Urban  District  Council. 
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Odkengates,  Dawley,  and  District  Joint  Water  Boird. 
Flymoath  and  North  Devon  Direst  Railway  (Abandonment). 
Plymouth  Corporation. 

Fortmadoo,  Beddgeleit^  and  South  Snowdon  Railway. 
Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways. 
Preston,  Chorley,  &aA  Horwich  TramwayB. 
Preston  Corporation  Water. 
Radcliffe  Tramways  and  Improvement. 


Bickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water. 
Romford  and  District  Tramways  (Extensions). 
Ryde  Gas. 

Saddleworth  and  S^nghead  Tramways  (Abind^nment). 

St.  Bartholomew's  HospitaL 

St.  Marylebone  Electric  Lighting. 

St.  Mary  Woolnoth. 

Selby  Urban  District  Council. 

Sheffield,  Laughton,  and  Haltby  Railway.  , 
Sheppy  Gas. 

Shipley  Urban  District  Council. 
Skipton  Water  and  Improvement. 
SoothiU  Nether  Urban  District  Tramways. 
Sonthend-on-Sea  Gas. 
Southend  Water. 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  (Extension  of  Time). 

South  Shields  Gas. 

South  Stafiordshire  Mines  Drainage. 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  (Extonmon  o!  Ti]ik«>. 

Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway. 

Steetford  Urlun  District  CouiujiL 

Surrey  Commercial  Dock. 

Sutton  Gas. 

Swindon  Corporation. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service. 

Thames  Steamboat  Trust. 

Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water. 

Ticehurst  and  Distnct  Water  and  Gas. 

Tottenham  Improvranent. 

Tynemottth  Corporation. 

Tynemouth  Gas.  - 
T^neside  Tramways  and  Tramroads. 

Ulster  Electric  Power.  ^ 

Victoria  University  of  Manchester. 

Victoria  University  of  Yorkshire. 

Wallasey  Tramways  and  Improvements. 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  (Extension  of  Time). 

Weaver  Navigation  (Additional  Finance). 

Weaver  Navigation  (Constitution  and  l^nance). 

Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas.  .  , 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Abandonment). 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Extenrion  of  'timet). 

Weston-super-Mare  Grand  Pfer. 

West  Riding  Tramways. 

Whitby  Gas. 

Withnell  Gas. 

Wolverhampton- Oorp«ration.    -  - 

Toiktown  uid  Blackwator  Gas.   ,  i  _ 
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And  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing  OkLbis  appUcablo  to  tiie  MlovingBULi 
have  not  been  complied  vith : — 

Coolston  Trammys. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  ImproTements). 
North  Wales  Electric  Power. 
Rotherham  Corporation. 

Trafiotd  Park  Dock  and  Railway  aOl 

SSTUBN8,  KBP0ST8,  ETC, 

Bums,  DuTHS,  ani>  Hauoaoes  (Scotland). — Yorty'sermth  Annnal  Keport 

of  die  Registrar-General  (Abstracts  of  1901)   306 

Waabb  Aim  Etfects  of  Dbcsasbd  Sbahbn.— Account  of  the  sums  received  and 
faid  in  respect  of  the  wages  and  effects  of  deceased  seamen  in  the  year  ended 
aist  Haich,  1903l 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  . .  306 

GsHEBAL  LiQRraoura  FoHD.— AoGOont  of  tiie  General  Li^thouse  Fond,  under 
the  Acts  67  and  68  Vict.  c.  60,  s.  679,  and  61  and  62  Vict.  o.  44,  showing  the 
the  income  and  ezpenditore  for  the  year  ending  31st  Ifaioh,  1903         . .  305 

Ska]ixn'&  Savings  Banks  (Money  Orders,  and  Transhission  of  Wages). — 
Account  of  all  deposits  received  and  repaid  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  account 
of  Seamen's  Savings  Banks,  under  the  authority  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act,  1894,  during  the  year  ended  20th  November,  1902,  and  of  the  interest 
th^ecm ;  statement  showing  the  nnmbw  and  amount  of  seamen's  money 
wders  issued  and  paid  at  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  at  ports  abroad 
from  1855  to  31st  March,  1903 ;  also  statement  showii^  the  receipts  and 
payments  in  connection  with  the  trans miaaion  of  seamen^s  wages,  home  and 
foreign,  from  1878  to  31st  Bfarch,  1903    305 

Raweute  Habbour. — Statement  of  the  receipts  and  payments  nu^ie  by  the 
Boald  of  Tftide  fbt  the  year  ehded  Sl'st  ItoiBh  ld(j3 ;  together  with  an 
■ocoimt  of  ^e  receipt  and  iasae  of  stores  306 

Royal  Parks  and  Gardens. — Rule  for  Hotyrood  Park  ;  Provisional  Rule  for 
Hyde  Park,  St.  James'  and  the  Green  Parks,  Regent's  Park,  Gi^nwich 
Park,  Hampton  Court  Park,  Hampton  Court  Gardens,  Richmond  Park 
and  (?reen,  and  Btishy  Park     ' .' .      ' : .   306 

CouvTT  Ck>uBT  England  (Fees)i — Treasury  Order,  dated  30th  December, 

1903,  regakting  Court  Fees  in  County  Courts   306 

For  OmcE. 

(Money  Orders)'.    Statutory  Rules  and  Orders  (1903).  No.  806. 
(Telegraphs).    Account  showing  the  gross  amount   received,  and  the 

SOAS  amount  expended,  in  respect  of  the  Telegraph  Service  from  the 
^te  of,  the  tzaosfer  of  the  telegraphs  to  the  State  to  the  31st  day  of 
ttaach,'l902  (in  continuation  of  No.  31.  of  Session  1903)   306 

Building  Socibties. — Ninth  annual  Report  by  the  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Registrars  under  the  Building  Societies 
Acts ;  with  an  abstract  of  the  annual  accounts  and  statements  of  the 
aodeties  for,t^e  year  1903  ,  ?^ 
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Order,  dated  23id  September,  1903»  entitled  the  Foreign  Animals  (Amend- 
ment) Order  of  1903  (No.  3). 

Order,  dated  2nd  February,  1904,  defining  a  forogn  animals  quarantine 

station  at  the  port  of  Southampton  306 

Bank  of  ENai.Ain>. 

Annoal  Aocoimts  of  Ezoheqnei  Bills  and  other  QoTemment  Securities  pur- 
chased. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursoant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  . .  307 

■  V 

The  Fiscal  Question. 

The  Earl  of  Wemyst   307 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affam  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdotne)  307 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  to 
Monday  nut,  a  qnaiter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSK  OF  COMMONS,  THUBSDAY,  4th  FEBRUARY,  1904. 
The  House  met  si  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Acton  Improvement  BiU. — "  To  confer  upon  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Acton  further  powers  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  electricity  and  the  im- 
provement, health,  local  government,  and  finance  of  the  district ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  308 

Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District  Water  BilL— To  extend  the  limits 
of  supply  of  the  Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District  Waterworks 
Company,  Limited,  and  to  confer  further  powers  upon  that  Company," 
Mesented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and  rderred  to  the  Examiners  ol 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills   306 

Arlesey  Gas  Bill.—"  For  extending  the  limits  of  supply  of  the  Arlesey  Gas 
Company  ;  for  the  raising  of  additional  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills   306 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill.—"  To  authorise  the  Bakei  Street . 
and  Waterloo  Railway  Company  to  acquire  additional  lands ;  to  confer 
further  powers ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  . .       . .  306 

Bamet  District  Gas  and  Water  Bill— "To  enable  the  Bamet  District  Oas 
and  Water  Company  to  acquire  additional  teids,  construct  additional  works, 
and  raise  fnrUira  capital;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills   306 
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Bfrhill  Water  and  Gas  Bill. — "  To  extend  the  limits  of  supply  of  the  Bexhill 
Water  and  Gas  Company ;  to  authorise  the  Company  to  raise  additional 
cajntal,  and  to  construct  additional  waterworks ;  and  for  other  porposes," 
loeeented,  and  read  the  first  lime ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
lor  Private  BiUg  -JOS 

Birkdale  baprOTement  Bill  "  To  authorise  the  Urban  District  Counoil  of 

ffiricdale  to  acquire  land  to  coiutaruot  an  outfall  sewer,'  and  to  make  further 
provision  in  regard  to  the  health,  local  government,  improvement,  and 
finance  of  the  urban  district ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time        . .       . .       . .  -'309 

Bishop's  Btortford  and  District  Oas  Bill— "  For  incorporating  and  con- 
ferring powers  on  the  Bishop's  Stortford  and  District  Gas  Company," 
presents!  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  309 

B^th  and  Cowpen  Qas  Bill.—"  To  confer  further  powers  on  the  Blyth  and 
.  Cowpen  Gas  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   •j09 

Brizham  Gas  Bill. — *'  For  incorporating  and  conferrii^^  powers  on  the  Brixham 
Gas  Company,"  presented  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  ei  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   300 

Arymbo  Water  Bill. — "  To  authorise  the  Brymbo  Water  Comany  to  eztoid 
thor  limits  of  supply,  to  raise  additional  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
inesented,  and  r«id  the  first  time;  and  reletred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitjons 
for  Private  Bills  309 


^T««l»  Corporation  BUL— "  To  extend  the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Carlisle, 
to  consohdate  the  parishes  in  the  city  into  one  parish,  to  make  further  uid 
better  provi^on  for  the  health,  good  government,  and  improvement  of  the 
city ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 


ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time   309 

Oharinff  Cross,  Easton,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill.—'*  For  conferring 
further  powers  upon  the  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway 
Company ;  and  for  other  purpose,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  tune ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  309 

Cheahire  Electricity  and  Power-Gas  Bill.—"  For  incorporating  and  con- 
{nrring  powers  on  the  Cheshire  Electricity  and  Power-Gas  Company ;  and  for 
other  purposes,^  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time   .309 

Chippenham  Gas  Bill. — "  For  incorporating  and  conferring  powers  on  the 
(^ppenham  Gas  Company  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills     . .  310 


Ocdney  Hatch  Gas  Bill.  — "  To  authorise  the  Colney  Hatch  Gas  Company  to  raise 
additional  capital,  to  acquire  lan{l|i,  to  enlarge  their  works,  to  alter  the  name 
of  companv,*to  amend  theu  existing  Acts ;  tad  for  other  purposes/'  presented  ' 
and  read  uw  fixst  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Blxaminers  erf  Petitions  for  Private 


Bills   310 

Oorbridge  Gas  BiU. — "  For  incorporating  and  conferring  powers  on  the 
Cocbridge  Gas  Oompui^  "  presmted,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  ExuDiners  of  Ivtttions  for  Private  Bills  310 
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Corporation  of  I^don  (Sonthwark  and  other  BridfM)  Bill.—"  To 

empower  the  Corporation  of  London  to  rebuild  Southwaik  Bridge,  and 
to  confer  other  powers  upon  them  vith  reapeot  to  that  and  other  bzidgea ; 
and  lot  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  first  time;  and  Qidaed  to 
be  read  a  second  time   510 

Qroydon  Gas  Bill. — "  To  change  the  name  of  Croydon  Gonuueicial  Qaa  uid 
Ooke  Company  to  '  the  Croydon  Gas  Company,*  and  to  confer  further 
powers  on  Company  with  respect  to  the  raising  of  additional  capital* 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  additional  gas  works ;  and  iex  othur 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Ez^minen 
of  Petitions  ior  Frirate  Bills     310 

OrTStal  Palace  District  (Hs  BilL— "  To  alter  the  provisions  of  1^  Acts  ol 
the  Crystal  Palace  District  Gss  Company  with  respect  to  the  illuminating 
power  of  gas  supplied  by  them  and  the  testing  of  gafi  ;  to  change  Ijie  name 
of  the  Company  to  *  the  South  Suburban  Gas  Company ;  *  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  fint  time;  and  referred  to  the  Bxaminers 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   910 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill.—"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Bfayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Burgeaaes  of  the  Borough  of  Doncaster  with  reference  to  (heir 
water*  gas,  and  electricity  undertakmgs;  to  make  further  and  better  pK»- 
•nmxax.  with  regard  to  the  improvement,  health,  local  government,  and  finuoe 
of  the  said  boron^^ ;  and  for  oth^  purposes*"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
tuoe ;  and  <ndered  to  be  read  a  second  time  310 

Donegal  Railway  BilL— "  To  authorise  the  Donegal  Railway  company  to  raise 
futhor  moneys  by  the  creation  and  issue  of  guaranteed  preference  stock  for 
the  purpose,  amongst  others,  of  completing  the  Ballyshannoa  Extension,  and 
to  empower  the  Company  to  own  and  work  motor-cars  and  other  vehicles ; 
and  for  other  purposes^"  presented  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
tiie  Bxaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  BiUs  311 

Eait  London  and  Lower  Thames  Electric  Power  Bill  — **For  incorporating 
and  conferring  powers  on  the  Sast  London  and  Lowtr  Thames  £lectno 
Power  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  fead 
a  second  time   ^  311 

Felixstowe  Oaa  Bill-—"  Tcinoorporate  and  confer  powers  upon  the  Feliastowe 
Oas  Light  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  refomd  to  the 

Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bilid   311 

Oas  Uffht  and  Coke  and  other  Gtas  Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill  — 

"  To  amend  -the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  and  other  Oas  Companies  Acts  Amend- 
ment  Act  1880 ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented*  and  read  the  first  time ; 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  311 

Ooioersal  Gas  Bill.—*'  For  consolidating  the  capital  of  the  Qomersal  Gas 
Company  for  enabling  that  Company  to  raise  additional  capital;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills        , ,      , ,   311 

Great  Central  and  Midland  Joint  Railways  Bill.—"  To  constitute  as  a 
separate  undertaking  certain  Railways  of  the  Sheffield  and  Midland  Eail- 
way  Companies'  Joint  Committee  and  certain  other  Railways  anthorised  to 
be  constructed  by  the  Great  Central  and  Midland  Railway  Companies  jointly ; 
and  for  other  puiposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to 
l^e  ^xaminfp  of  P^tition^ior  Private  Bills  311 
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Great  Central  Railway  Bill.—"  To  authorise  the  construction  of  new  works 
and  the  acquisition  of  laoda  by  the  Great  Central  Railway  Company  in  con- 
nection with  their  undertakii^  ;  the  construction  of  new  Railways  by  the 
Cheshire  Lines  Committee  and  the  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway 
Compauy  respectiveJy,  and  the  acquisition  of  lands  by  the  Great  Western 
and  Great  Central  Bailwav^*  Joint  Committee  and  the  Manchester  Bouth 
Junction  and  Altrincham  Railway  Company  respectively  in  connection  with 
their  r^pectdve  undertakings ;  the  acquisition  by  the  Great  Central  Rail- 
way Company  of  the  undertakings  of  the  Wrezham,  Mold  and  Connah*s 
Quay  and  Buckley  Railway  Companies ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills   311 

(heat  Eastern  Railway  Bill — "  For  conferring  farther  powers  on  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  luid  referred  to  the  Examines  of  Petitions  for  Frivate  Bills . .  312 


Great  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats)  Bill.—**  To  amend  the  powers  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  with  respect  to  the  use  of  steam  vessels," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  refezied  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  312 


Great  Northern  and  City  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill-~"To  extend 
the  time  for  the  completion  of  railways ;  and  foi  other  purposes,**  presented, 
and  read  the  first  tune ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills   313 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill.—'*  To  confer  powers  on  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  with  reference  to  the  construction  of  works  md  the 
purchase  of  lands ;  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  compulsory  purchase 
of  certain  lands  by  the  Company  ;  to  empower  the  Company  and  the  Great 
Central  Railway  Company  to  purchase  lands,  and  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
compulsory  purchase  of  certain  lands  by  those  Companies ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  lefened  to  the  Exanuneis 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   . .  312 

Hampton-in-Arden  Gas  Bill — "  To  incorporate  the  Hampton-in-Arden  and 
lleriden  Gras  Company  and  to  enable  that  company  to  supply  with  gas  certain 
parishes  in  the  County  of  Warwick,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
ordered  to  he  read  a  second  time . .       ....  . .  312 

Harrow  Road  and  Faddington  Tramways  Bill.— "To  confer  powers  on  the 
Ebozow  Road  and  Faddington  Tramways  Company  for  widening  and  alteri  ng 
roads  and  acquiring  lands  in  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  London ;  to 
authorise  the  sale  the  undertaking  of  the  company  to  the  Metropolitan 
Electric  Tramways,  Limited,  and  to  provide  for  the  diraolution  and  winding- 
up  of  the  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
tune;  and  referred  to  the  BTaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  312 

Hnmber  Ooifunercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill. — '*  To  empower  the  Humber 
CSmunercial  Railway  and  Dock  Company  to  construct  a  new  dock  with  cou- 
TMM*ting  railway  and  other  works  and  entrance  into  the  River  Humber ;  to 
abandon  the  dock  and  works  autiunised  by  the  Humber  Commraoial  Rail- 
way and  Dock  Act,  1901 ;  and  for  otiier  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills . .  313 
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Kettering  Improvemeot  Bill  —"  To  make  further  and  better  provision  with 
regard  to  the  electric  light  undertaking  of  the  Council,  and  for  the  improve- 
Bient.  health,  local  government,  and  finance  of  the  district ;  and  for  other 
purposes  "  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 

second  time    

Srkby-in-Ashfleld  Urban  District  Oas  Bill—"  To  empower  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Kirkby-in-Aahfield  to  supply  gas  and  to  provide  for  the 
transfer  to  the  Council  of  bo  much  of  the  gas  undertaking  of  the  Sutton-in- 
Ashfield  Urban  District  Council  as  is  situate  within  the  urban  district  of 
Kirkby-in-  Xshfield  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time     . .       . .       ■  •       •  •       •  •  313 

Lancas'^ire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill— "To  authorise 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company  to  provide  and  work  steam 
vessels  between  the  porta  of  Goole  and  Hull  and  certain  Continental  ports  ; 
and  to  subscribe  to  the  funds  of  steamship  companies  ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills   313 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Vai  ions  Powers)  BUL— "  To  authorise 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company  to  construct  new  railways ; 
to  widen  certain  existing  railwa3rB,  and  to  construct  other  works ;  to  acquire 
additional  lands  ;  and  to  raise  additional  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   313 

Lseds  Corporation  (Consolidation) Bill. — "To  consolidate.with  Amendments, 
certain  of  the  local  A  cts  in  force  within  the  city  of  Leeds ;  to  make  further  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  the  various  undertakings  of  the  Corporation,  and  to  make 
better  provision  for  the  health  and  local  government  of  the  city ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  .  . .  314 

Leyton  Urban  District  Conncil  Bill.'—"  To  authorise  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Leyton,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  to  construct  and  woric  tramways, 
and  to  confer  further  powers  on  the  Council  in  regard  to  their  tramways 
undertaking  and  their  electrical  undertaking ;  to  empower  the  Council  to 
execute  certain  street  widenings,  to  provide  for  vesting  in  the  Council  certain 
lammau  lands  as  open  spaces  and  recreation  grounds;  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  improvement,  health,  and  local  government  of  the  district ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time    , .  314 

UncolDshire  and  Yorkshire  Electric  Power  Bill.—"  For  incorporating  and 
conferring  po\rers  on  the  Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire  Electric  Power  Com- 
pany," presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time    31 4 

Littlestone-on-Sea  and  District  Water  Bill.—"  For  incorporating  the 
Littlestone-on-**ea  and  District  Water  Company  and  empowering  them  to 
construct  works  and  supply  water;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  . .  314 

London  and  India  Docks  Company  Bill.— "Tofacilitate  the  passage  of  traffic 
to  and  from  the  docks  of  the  London  and  India  Docks  Company ;  to  extend  ihe 
time  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  lands  required  for  and  for  the  completion 
of  certain  works ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  . .       . .    31 4 
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London  and  North  Western  Railway  BilL  — "  For  conferring  further  powen^ 
upon  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  in  relation  to  their 
own  andertakin^,  and  upon  that  Company  and  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  in  relation  to  their  joint  ludertakinc ;  and  for  othw  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  fint  time ;  and  referred  to  tiie  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills  ^   315 


London.  Camberwell,  and  Dnlwich  Tramwajs  Bill-— "To  define  the 
widening  of  Rye  Lane,  Pecldiam,  referred  to  in  the  Peckham  and  East 
Dulwich  Tramways  \ct,  1885  and  1887 ;  and  to  confer  further  powers  upon 
the  liondon,  Camberwell,  and  Dnlwich  Tramways  Company,  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Bxaminers  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills  315 


London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill—'*  To  empower  the  London 
County  Council  to  acquire  lands  lor  various  purposes ;  to  make  p^o^'i8ions 
with  respect  to  sanitary  and  other  like  matters ;  to  anthmifie  the  exchange  of 
certain  laud  atToosina  Bee  Common;  to  empower  the  Council  of  the  M->tro 
pol'^n  Boronith  of  Wcolwich  to  purchase  lands  for  various  purposes' ;  to 
change  tiie  name  of  the  Metiopobtan  Fire  Brigade  ;  to  confer  various  powen 
upon  the  London  County  Councd  and  upon  th*!  Counoib  of  Hi*cropolitan 
Etorou;;h3 ;  and  for  other  purpose-;,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  . .       . .       . .  . .  315 

LoiuUm  Port  and  Docks  Bill. — "  To  impose  rates  on  goods  imported  into  the 
Port  of  London,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  improvement  M  the  dock 
acocnnmodation  at.  and  the  navigation  of,  the  said  Port ;  and  for  other 
pnxpoees,**  presented,  and  read  tiie  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   315 

London,  Tilbory,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill—"  To  confer  further  powers 
upon  the  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Company,"  presentul,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bilk  315 


Lytham  Improvement  Bill.—"  To  authorise  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Lytham  to  acquire  Land  to  erect  a  Town  Hall,  to  make  further  provision  in 
regard  to  their  gas  undertaking,  and  to  the  health,  local  f:ovemment,  improve- 
ment and  finance  of  their  district ;  and  for  other  purp.<ses,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  315 


Midland  Railway  Bill—"  To  confer  additional  powers  upon  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Company  and  upon  that  Company  and  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  and  upon  the  Midland  and  Great  Northern  Railways  Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Norfolk  and  SufiEolk  Joint  Committee  for  the  construction 
of  works  and  acquisition  of  lands ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  th»  first  time ;  and  refeiied  to  tiie  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bilk  316 

XnUingar,  Sells,  and  Dro^heda  Railway  Bill.—"  To  empower  the  Mullingar, 
KsSSb,  and  Drogheda  Railway  Company  to  make  a  deviation  railway  in  the 
county  of  Westmeath  and  an  extension  railway  in  the  county  of  Louth,  and 
to  oiable  t^t  Company  and  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Com- 
pany to  Miter  into  workuig  and  other  agreements ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills   316 
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North  and  Sonth  Woolwich  Electric  Railway  Bill.—"  For  mcoTporating 
the  North  and  South  Woolwich  Electric  Railway  Company,  and  for 
empowering  them  to  construct  a  railway  from  North  Woolwich  to  South 
Woolwich,  in  the  counties  of  Iiondon  and  Essex ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time . .  318 

North  Staffordshire  Railway  Bill. — "  To  confer  further  powers  on  the  North 
Staffordshire  Railway  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   816 

North- Western  Electricity  and  Power  Oas  Bill.—'*  For  conferring  further 
powers  on  the  North-Westem  Electricity  and  Power  Oas  Company ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  end  read  the  first  time ;  and  lef^^  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   S16 


Nwwich  Water  Bill. — "  To  empower  the  City  of  Norwich  Waterworlra  Company 
to  raise  additional  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  tiie  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    . .  316 

* 

Plymouth  and  North  Devon  Direct  Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill.—"  For 

the  abandonment  of  the  Plymouth  and  North  Devon  Direct  Railway,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  tune ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  317 

PlSmionth  OorpOration  BiU. — "  To  confer  further  borrowing  powers  upon  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Plymouth,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time      . .       .'.  317 


Radcliffe  Tramway  and  Improvement  Bill.—'*  To  confer  on  the  Urban 
District  Council  to  Radclifie  further  powers  with  regard  to  their  tramways 
undertaking ;  to  construct  new  tramways  and  street  improvements ;  to 
extend  the  Town*s  Yard  ;  and  to  make  further  provision  in  regard  to  the 
supply  of  electricity,  and  for  the  improvement,  health,  local  govemmeDt, 
and  finance  of  the  district ;  and  for  other  purposes,**  presented,  and  read 


the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time         . .  . .  317 

Reading  Corporation  Bill.—'*  To  authorise  an  increase  in  the  public  libraries 
and  museums*  rates  in  the  borough  of  Reading ;  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  superannuation  fund  ;  to  make  further  provision  in  regard  to  t^e 
health,  local  government,  and  improvement  of  the  said  borough ;  and  for 
other  purposes.''  presented,  and  nad  the  first  time ;  and  oxderod  to  be 
read  a  second  time    . .  317 

Rickmansworth  and  Vxbridge  Valley  Water  Bill-**  For  extending  tlie 
limits  of  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Compaay  ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  i^rrad 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    . .  317 

Ryde  Oas  Bill.—**  For  conferring  further  powers  apon  the  Ryde  Gaslight  Com- 
pany," presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  aiu  refored  to  the  Examinera 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   . .  317 

Saddleworth  and  Springhead  Tramways  (Abandonment)  BilL— "For  the 
abandonment  of  the  Saddleworth  and  Springhead  Tnuuways ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and  rented  to  the  Bz- 
aminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   . .  317 
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St-  Marylebone  Electric  Liffhtin^f  Bill- — For  conferring  further  powers  upon 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  metrop^tan  borough  of  St. 
Mazylebone  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  electricity ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  . .  ■  -  •  •  318 

Selby  Urban  District  Cooncil  Bill — "To  enable  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Selby  to  constoict  new  waterworks  and  to  make  further  provision  with  n* 
gaid  to  tluur  market,  water,  and  gas  andertakiDgs,  to  enable  them  to  rate 
and  acquire  Selby  Bridge,  and  for  the  improrement,  health,  and  local  govern* 
ment  of  tiie  district,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time         . .       . .  . .  318 

Sheffield,  Langhton,  and  Maltby  Railway  Bill  —'*  For  making  railways  in 

the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York ;  and  for  other  purpose),"  presented, 

and  read  the  firat  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time       . .       . .  318 

• 

Sheppy  Gas  Bill- — "  For  consolidating  the  capital  of,  and  for  conferring 
farther  powers  on,  the  Sheppy  Gas  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    . .  318 

Sk^vtm  Water  and  Improrement  BilL-^"  To  authorise  tiie  Urban  District 
Conndl  of  Skipton  to  construct  additional  waterwo^ ;  to  extend  their  limits  of 
supply ;  and  to  make  further  provision  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  electricity, 
and  lor  the  improvement,  health,  local  government,  and  finance  of  the 
district ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time   318 

Sootfaill  Nether  Urban  District  Tramways  Bill— *  To  enable  the  Soothill 
Nefhet  Urban  District  Council  to  make  and  maintain  Ixamways  and  steeet 
improvements ;  to  acquire  land  for  tiie  porpoee  of  a  'refuse  desteoctor ;  and 
for  other  puipoees,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  t-o  be 
read  a  seoond  time     318 

Sonthend-on-Sea  Oas  Bill. — "  For  conferring  further  powers  on  the  Southend 
Gas  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Bzamiiiers  of  Petitions  Ira  Private  Bills   318 

Southend  Water  Bill—"  To  empower  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  to 
raise  further  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  inesented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    . .  318 

Sonth  Shields  Oas  Bill—*'  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  South  Shields 
Gbs  Company/*  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   319 

South  Western  andlsleofWi^ht  Junction  Railway  (Extension  of  Time) 
BiU. — To  extend  the  time  hmited  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  lands  for 
and  completion  of  the  railways  and  works  authorised  by  the  South  Western 
and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Act,  1901 ;  and  for  othra  purposes,"  pre- 
sented and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referrod  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
lor  Private  Bills  319 

Strabane,  Baphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway  BilL— *'To  empower  the  Strabane, 
Baphoe^  aiid  Gomaj  Company  to  construct  railways  in  the  Counties  of 
Tyrone  and  Donegal ;  to  change  the  name  of  the  Company ;  and  for  other 
purposes,*'  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills.   i   .  v,-.,  .2119 
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Surrey  Oommercial  Dock  Bill. — "  To  authorise  the  Surrey  Commercial  Dock 
Company  to  raise  further  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills   *1» 

Sutton  Gas  Bill.. — "  For  conferring  further  powers  upon  the  Sutton  Qas 
Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  BxaminerB 
of  Petitions  for  ^vate  Bills   ™ 

Swindon  Oorporation  Bill. — "  To  enable  the  Corporation  of  the  Borongh  of 
Siaindon  to  make  new  tramways,  and  to  make  farther  proviuons  with 
reference  to  markets,  and  for  the  health,  local  goremment,  and  improre* 

ment  of  the  borough  ;  and  for  other  pruposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  . .  •  - 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Bill. — "  To  provide  for  the  acquisition  and 
construction  of  piers  and  lauding  places  on  the  River  Thames  in  the  Adminis- 
trative County  of  London  by  the  London  County  Council,  and  to  make 
provision  for  a  service  of  vessels  for  passengers  and  parcels ;  and  for  other 
purposes  presented,"  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  319 

Thames  Steamboat  Trust  Bill.  —  *  To  incorporate  trustees  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  service  of  steamboats  on  the  Biver  Thames  to  transfer  to  them  the  under- 
taking tn  the  Thames  Steamboat  Company  (1897),  Tiimited,  to  provule  for  the 
transfer  of  them  of  certain  piers  on  the  Biver  Thame.s,  and  for  the  guarantee 
by  the  London  County  Council  of  interest  on  moneys  to  be  borromd  by  the 
trustees  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   830 

Thurles  Urban  District  Oouncil  Water  BilL— "  To  authorise  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  of  Thurles,  in  the  County  of  Tipperary,  to  construct  waterworks 
for  the  supply  of  the  district ;  and  for  other  purposes^"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  390 

Tottenham  Improvement  Bill—"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Urban 
District  Council  for  the  District  of  Tottenham  in  the  County  of  Middlesex," 
presented,  and  read  tlie  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  . .  S30 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  (Kxtenaion  of  Time)  Bill—"  To  extend 
the  time  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  lands,  and  for  the  construction  of 
the  tramway's  authorised  by  the  Watford  and  District  Tramways  Act,  1901 ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  3)0 

Wellingfton  (Somerset)  Oas  Bill—"  For  incorporating  and  conferring  powers 
on  the  Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas  Company  ;  and  for  other  pnrpoees,"  pre- 
sented and  read  the  first  time  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills   •  SSO 

Whitby  Oas  Bill.—"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Whitby  Gas  Company," 
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Kino's  Speech  (Uotion  fob  an  Address).  [Third  Day.]— Order  read,  for  reeum- 
ing  adjourtbed  debate  on  Queatton  [2iul  Febraary]  "  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  as  foUoweth : — 

"  3fo8t  Gractoiis  Sovereign, — 

'*  We,  Your  Majes^*s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
tiie  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Puliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
vhich  Your  Majesty  has  addieased  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament." — (Mr. 
Hardy.) 

Question  again  proposed. 


Mr.  Hugh  Law  {Donegal,  W.)    361 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Earl  Percy,  KennngUm, 

S.)    363 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen.  S.)   371 

Sir  Mark  Stewart  (KirlccnidbrighUihiire)    376 

Mr.  Rdbaon  (Swdh  Shidda)   376 

Dr.  Macnamara  {Camheraell,  K)   399 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words  *  Bat  humbly  repre- 
sent to  Your  Majesty  that  the  facts  now  made  known  in  regard  to  the 
preparations  for  and  conduct  of  the  recent  War  in  South  Africa,  and 
particularly  the  evidenoe  taken  by  Your  Majesty's  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  those  matters  and  their  Report  thereon,  dis- 
close grave  negligence  and  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  Your  Majesty's 
Ministers,  whereby  the  duration,  magnitude,  and  cost  of  the  war  were 
greatJy  increased.'  " — {Mr.  Rtibson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  these  words  be  there  added." 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  WyndJiam,  Dover)  411 

Sir  A.  Hayter  (Walsall)   426 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  debate  stood  adjouined  J 
till  this  Evening  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

KiHO*8  Speech  (Motion  k>b  an  Address). — Order  read,  for  resumiog  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [4th  February]  to  Mun  Question  [2nd  February]. 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Yoni  Majesty  for  the  Oradous  Speech 
wluch  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament.** — {Mr. 
Hardy.)  « 

Which  Amendment  was — 

**  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  *  But  humbly  repre- 
sent to  Your  Majesty  that  the  facts  now  made  known  in  regard  to  the 
preparations  for  and  c<tfiduct  of  the  recent  war  in  South  Africa,  and 
particularly  the  evidoioe  talrai  hj  Your  Majesty's  ComiQissionets 
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appointed  to  inquire  into  those  matters  and  their  Report  thereon,  dis- 
close grave  negligence  and  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  Your 
Majesty's  Ministers,  whereby  the  duiatioa,  magnitude,  and  cost  of  the 
war  were  greatly  increased.'  " — (JCr.  Bohton.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Duke  {Plymotdk)   432 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  [Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)   436 

Mr.  J.  OAomMim  {Birmingham,  W.)  449 

Votaon  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned      (iStr  H. 
Cam^Adl-Bannerman) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow.  ^ 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSB  OF  COMMONS:  FRIOAY,  5th  FEBRUABT,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

PETITIONS. 

CoDBTs  OF  Abbitbatiom  FOB  ALL  Statbs. — Petition  from  Cahie,  for  establish* 

ment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         . .   469 

I^OBNOBS  (Renewal). — ^Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Warnngtoa 
(two) ;  Bristol ;  Lancaster ;  Norton  Canes ;  Radnor  Park ;  Rochdale ; 
Bethaoia ;  Ceunant  Llanrug ;  Penygroes  ;  Cesarea  ;  Croesywaen  ;  Liver- 
pool (six) ;  Glasgow  (four) ;  Edinburgh  (two) ;  Tuxford ;  Fosselpark  ;  Hack- 
ney ;  Garston  ;  Bfisterton  ;  Spennymoor  ;  New  Shildou  ;  Leicester  ;  Gilf ach ; 
Clatford ;  Cholderton  ;  Broughton  ;  Whitchurch ;  Micheldever ;  Stock- 
bridge  ;  Mottram  ;  Hartlepool ;  Torpoint ;  St.  Anthonys  ;  Winnington  ; 
Boncom ;  Redruth  ;  Camborne ;  Whittlesey ;  Atherstone ;  Pollokshaws ; 
Msrsden ;  Jarrow ;  Hebbum  (two) ;  Bill  Quay ;  Kidderminster ;  Plum- 
stead  ;  Hanging  Heaton  ;  Middleton ;  Castletou ;  Gxeter  (two) ;  Coatbridge ; 
Glenboig ;  Whifflet ;  Penzance  ;  Sancreed ;  Sennen  ;  St.  Mary's  ;  Scilly  ; 
Halton  Chirk;  Coatdyke ;  Portmadoc  ;  Penygroes;  Rhyd-ddu  ;  Naeareth; 
Talysam ;  Cae  Athraw  ;  Tan  y  Coed  ;  Hyfrydle ;  Tainaat ;  Llandyiian ; 
Lluimg  (six) ;  Glanrhyd  ;  Prenteg ;  Netting  Hill ;  Sheffield  ;  Middles- 
brough (two) ;  Todmorden ;  Frome ;  Grangetown ;  North  Ormesby  ; 
Arreton ;  Newchuroh ;  Sandown  ;  Niton  ;  Freshwater ;  Newport ;  CHapham ; 
Navenby ;  Willington  :  Belmont ;  StilUngton  ;  Gateshead  (two) ;  Low 
Fell ;  Dunfermline ;  Cheltenham ;  Raunds  ;  Brigstock ;  Woodford  ; 
Langley  Moor ;  Llaafairfechan  (two) ;  Graig  ;  Clegyr  ;  Llanfyllin  ; 
Cwmyglo  ;  Cleveland  ;  Huntingdon  ;  Kilbarchan  ;  Scotstoun  ;  Bridge  of 
Weir  ;  Nitshill ;  Fangboume  ;  Ashbourne  ;  Trefeirig  ;  Wootton  ;  Owmor- 
fin  ;  Bwlchydderwen  ;  Cwmsynog  ;  Aberporth  ;  Nantperis  ;  Llandudno  ; 
Cefn  Mawr ;  Pendleton  (two) ;  Birkenhead ;  Sedbergh  ;  Penmachno  ; 
PoDtir ;  Preswylfa ;  Tynmaes ;  Gerhtn ;  Waenpentre ;  Rhiwlas  (two) ; 
Lochgelly ;  Lmcoln  (two) ;  Bedwas ;  Great  AytOB ;  Camberwell ;  Everton ; 
Wrexham ;  Waenfawr ;  Coupar  Angus ;  Bnrradon ;  Weston-super-Mare ; 
Lytchett  Minster ;  Hollingtou ;  Bridlington ;  York ;  York  and  Scarborough ; 
Poole  and  Parkstone ;  and  Caersalem  ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table  469 

^ALE  OF  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday. — Petition  from  Weymouth,  for 

prohibition ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   470 
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Grkknwioh  Obbkbvatory.— Copy  preaented,  of  Beport  of  t^e  AstronomeE 
RoTal  to  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Royal  Observatory,  Greenwich  [by 
Commuid} ;  to  lie  upoa  the  Table   170 

Navy  (Courts  SIabtial).— Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the  number  of  Courts 
Martial  held  and  Summary  Punishments  inflicted  during  the  year  1902  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   470' 

Wab  Officb  (Reoonstitution)  Committee.— Copy  presented,  o£  Report  of  the 
War  Office  (Reconstitntioa)  Committee  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table   470 

mi 

East  India  (Thibbt).— Copy  preaented,  of  Papers  relating  to  Thibet  by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  470 

Tkahsvaal. — Copy  presented,  of  Telegraphic  Correspondence  relating  to  the 
Transvaal  Labour  Importation  Ordinance,  with  Appendix,  the  Ordinance 
as  amended  in  accordance  with  Telegrams  [by  Command] ;  to  he  upon  the 
Table]  :  470 


Leoht  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  imd  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  a  Light  Railway  in  the  borough  of 
Maidstone,  in  the  county  of  Kent  (Maidstone  Corporation  Light  Railways 
Order,  1903)  [by  Commandl ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  471 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Oonunissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  amending  tiie 
Robertsbridge  and  Pevenaoy  Light  Railway  Order,  1900  (Robertsbridge 
and  Pevenaey  Light  Railway  (Extension  of' Time)  Order,  1903)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  471 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the 
construction  of  Li^t  Railways  in  the  urban  districts  of  Quarry  Bank, 
Brierley  Hill,  and  Rowley  Regis,  in  the  county  of  Stafford  (Quarry  Bank, 
Rrierley  Hill,  and  Rowley  Regis  liight  Railway  Order,  1903)  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table   471 

Liobt  Railways  Act,  1896.— Cq>y  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  Li^t  Railways  in  the  parishes  of  Acton, 
Edgware,  Edmonton,  Enfield,  Finchley,  Friem  Barnet,  Hendon,  Homsey, 
Little  Stanmore,  Southgate,  Tottenham,  Wembley,  Willesden,  and  Wood 
Green,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  (County  of  Middlesex  Light  Railways 
Order,  1903)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  471 


Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  in 
the  puish  of  Watford  urban  and  the  urban  district  of  Watfcnd  (Watford  and 
Diattiat  Light  Railways  Older,  1903)  [by  Command] ;  to  he  upon  the 
Table   471 
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C0UPANIE8  (Windino-uf).— Copy  presented,  of  General  Rules  made  pursuant  to 
The  Companies  (Winding-up)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Judicature  Act,  1881  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   472 


Papers  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  op  the  House. 

1.  Intermediate  Bducation  (Ireland),  Acooonts  oi  Beceipts  and  Expendi- 

ture for  1902,  with  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-G«neral 
thereon  [bj  Act] ;  to  be  printed.   [No.  32.] 

2.  Richmond  Bridge.   Cash  Account  for  the  year  1902  [by  Act]    . .       . .  472 

Bbbwbrs*  Licences. — 

Return  ordered,  "  of  Accounts  of  the  number  of  persons  in  each  of  the 
several  Collections  of  the  United  Kingdom  licensed  as  brewers  for  sale, 
i.e.  Common  Brewers,  Victuallers,  Retailers  of  beer  to  be  drunk  on  the 
premises,  Retailers  of  beer  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises,  and  Brewers 
of  beer  not  for  sale,  particularuing  each  class  in  each  Collection ;  and  of 
the  number  of  Licences  issued  to  Victuallers  and  Retailers  of  beer  to  be 
drunk  on  the  premises  and  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  pzemisee ;  and  stating 
also  the  quantities  of  malt,  mimalted  cont,  rice,  &c.,  sugar,  including  its 
equivalent  of  syrups,  &c.,  hops  and  hop  substitutes,  used  by  Brewers  of 
beer  for  sale,  and  of  malt  and  sugar  used  by  Brewers  not  for  sale,  froq^ 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1902,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1903. 
Of  the  amount  of  Licence  Duty  paid  and  Beer  Duty  charged  from  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1902,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1903,  distinguishing 
Brewers  for  sale  from  other  Brewers. 

**  Of  the  number  of  Brewers  for  sale  (i.)  who  use  malt  and  hops,  or  hop  sub- 
stitutes only  and  (ii.)  who  use  malt  with  substitutes  for  same  ana  hops 
or  hop  substitutes  paying  for  Licences,  from  the  1st  day  of  October,  19(^, 
to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1903,  s^iarating  them  into 
classes,  according  to  the  number  of  barrels  of  beer  <dtaiged  with 
duty  calculated  at  1*055  degrees  gravity— viz.,  under  1,000 
barrels ;  1,000  and  under  10,000 ;  10,000  and  under  20,000  ;  20,000  and 
under  30,000  ;  30,000  and  under  50,000  ;  60,000  and  under  100,000 ; 
100,000 and  under  150.000 ;  150.000  and  under  200,000  ;  200,000  and 
under  250,000  ;  250,000  and  under  300,000  ;  300,000  and  under  360,000 ; 
350,000  and  under  400,000  ;  400,000  and  under  450,000  ;  460,000  and 
under  500,000  ;  500,000  and  under  600,000  ;  600,000  and  under  700,000 ; 
700,000  and  under  800,000  ;  800,000  and  under  900,000  ;  900,000  and 
under  1,000,000;  1,000,000  and  under  1,500,000;  1,600,000  and 
under  2,000,000 ;  2,000,000  barrels  and  over ;  showii^  separately,  in 
each  class,  the  quantities  of  malt,  unmalted  com,  rice,  Aic.,  sugar  in- 
cluding its  equivalent  of  syrups,  &c.,  hops  and  hop  substitutes  used ; 
and  stating  also  the  number  of  bulk  barrels  of  beer  produced,  and  the 
amount  of  Licence  Duty  paid  and  Beer  Duty  charged  in  each  class." 

"  And,  of  the  number  of  barrels  of  beer  exported  from  the  United  Eang- 
dom,  and  the  declared  value  thereof,  and  where  exported  to,  from  the 
Ist  day  of  October,  1902,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1903,  disttn- 
goiahing  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  (in  oontinnation  of  Par^* 
mentary  Paper,  No.  40,  of  Session  1903).'*--{Jfr.  Ftctor  CatmdwA.)  . .  472 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 
VsHTiLATiON  OF  TEE  H0U8B  ov  CoMHONB. — Question,  Mr.  Wylie  (Dumbarton- 


shire); Answer,  Lord  Balcaires   473 

dnusT  AcoTOBNTS— CoTSBBD  Vahs. — Question,  Sii  Thomas  Dewar  (Towei 

Hamlets,  St.  Q«o^*b)  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akets  Do1^^   474 
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Crzhinal  Statistics.— Question,  BIr.  J.  A.  Peaw  (Bssez,  Saffron  WaUon); 

Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas   475 

AssBSSMBNT  OF  WoBKiNO  Men*8  GoTTAaES.— Question,  Mi>'  Channing  (North- 

amptoDshize,  E.) ;  Answer,  Ur.  Walter  Long   476 

Tbadb  "  CoBHSBS  " — GovERNHEHT  AcTiOH. — Question,    Mr.    C!hanIUI^[ ; 

Answer,  Bar!  Percy   476 

FoBEiQN  Ministries  of  Commerce. — Question,  Mr.  Louis  Sinclair  (Essex, 

Romford) ;  Answer,  Earl  Percy   476 

EzposTS  ow  Woollen,  Cotton  Goods,  bto.,  fbom  Fbancb  and  Orbat 

Britain. — Question,  Bfr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  Answer,  Bfi.  Bonar  Law     . .       . .  476 

Import  Ddtxis. — Question,  Hr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  Answer,  Bfr.  Bonar  Law  . .  477 

Head  Constable  at  Leopold  Street  Babbaoks,  Belfast. — Question,  Mr. 

Sloan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  47  7 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Actinq  Sergeants. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Wyndham   478 

MfuriA  Trainino  Bounties — Case  of  Patrick  Kerr. — Question,  Mr.  Hemp- 

hill  (Tyrone,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  479 

Alleged  Atrocities  in  the  Cohoo  State. — Question,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Lyttelton   479 

NBW  BILLS. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill. — "  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Musical  Copy- 
right," presented  by  Mr.  Mount ;  supported  by  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley,  Mx. 
Galloway,  and  Mr.  Malcolm ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  26th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  1.]  480 

Town  Tenants  (Ireland)  BUI.—"  For  the  improvement  of  the  position  of 
Tenants  in  Towns  in  Ireland,"  presented  by  Mr.  BlaoVeagh ;  supported 
by  Mr.  Field,  CTaptain  Donelan,  Mr.  William  McKillop,  Mr.  Joseph  Devlin, 
Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Mr.  Murphy,  and  Mr.  John  O'Donnell ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  ^iday,  4tii  Much,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  2]  . .  480 

Land  Values  (Assessment  and  Rating)  Bill—**  To  provide  for  the  separate 
Assessment  and  Rating  of  Land  Values,"  presented  by  Mr.  Trevelyan ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Charles  Douglas,  Mr.  William  Jonos,  Mr.  Lloyd 
G^rge,  Mr.  McCrae,  Dr.  Maonamara,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  and  Mr.  Whitley ; 
to  be  read  a  seoond  time  upon  Friday,  11th  Maroh,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bills]   480 

Railways  (Private  Sidings)  Bill.—"  To  explain  and  amend  Section  76  of  the 
Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  and  Section  69  of  the  Railways 
Clauses  Consolidation  (Scotland)  Act,  1845,  and  to  amend  the  Railway 
and  Canal  Traffic  Acts,  1854  to  1888,"  presented  by  Sir  John  Brunner ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale, 
Mr.  Field,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Mr.  Kerr,  Mr.  Charles  MoArthur,  Mr.  Stroyan, 
Sir  William  Tomlinson,  and  Mr.  Ure ;  to  be  read  a  seoond  time  upon  Fr^y, 
18th  fifarch.  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  4]   481 
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Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  outdoor  ReUef 

(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894"  presented  by  Mr.  Reginald  Lucas;  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Butcher,  Sir  Came  Rasch,  Mr.  Seymour  Ormsby-Gore,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Seely  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  5]  481 

Weis^tS  and  Measures  BilL — "  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Weights  and 

Measures,"  presented  by  Mr.  Bousfield;  supported  by  Mr,  Parker  Smith 
and  Sir  John  Brunncr ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  15th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  6]    481 

Marriajfe  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  relat- 
ing to  Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister,"  presented  by  Mr.  Charles 
Seely  ;  supported  by  Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  Sir  Brampton  Gurdon,  Lord  Edmund 
Fitzmaurice,  Mr.  Hambro,  Mr.  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Sir  Joseph  Leese,  Mr. 
Maclver,  Mr.  Mellor,  Mr.  Charles  Shaw,  Sir  Harrington  Simeon,  and  Mr. 
Melville  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  19ti&  February,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  7]  481 

Trades  Unions  and  Trade  Disputes  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes,"  presented  by  Mr.  Paulton ;  supported 
by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Shackleton,  Mr.  Robson,  Mr.  Beaumont,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas, 
Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  Runciman,  and  Mr. 
Jacoby  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  22nd  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  8j   481 

Local  OoTemment  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill.—"  To  amend  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Acts,"  presented  by  Mr.  Field ;  supported  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Patrick  Aloysius  McHugh,  Mr.  John 
O'Donnell,  Mr.  Reddy,  Mr.  Roche,  and  Mr.  Kilbride ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  29tii  April,  and  to  be  printed.   [BiU  9]  482 

Registration  of  Olubs  (Ireland)  Bill.—"  To  provide  for  the  Registration 
of  Clubs  in  Ireland,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  O'NeiU ;  supported  by  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  John 
Gordon,  Mr.  Hugh  Law,  Mr.  McGovem,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Dr.  Thompson, ' 
and  Mr.  Wolff ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  6th  May,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  10]   482 

Merchant  Shipping  (Lighthouses)  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  with  regard 
to  Lighthouses  and  to  abolish  Light  Dues,"  presented  by  Mr.  Plummer ; 

supported  by  Mr.  Charles  HcArthur,  Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil,  Colonel  Denny,  Sir 
Francis  Evans,  Mr.  Field,  Sir  John  Leng,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Renwick, 
Sir  Albert  RoUit,  Sir  Robert  Ropner,  and  Mr.  Charles  Wilson ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  13th  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  U]  482 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill. — "  To  limit  the  hours  of  underground  workers  in 
Mines  to  Eight  Hours  per  day  from  bank  to  bank,"  presented  by  Mr.  Os- 
mond Williams ;  supported  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr. 
Jacoby,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  William  Abraham  (Rhondda),  Mr.  Norman, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bayley,  Mr.  William  Jones,  Mr.  £ugeno  Wason,  Mr.  Hatch,  and 
fifr.  Nussey ;  to  be  road  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  26th  February,  and 
to  be  printed.   [Bill  12]  .'482 

Hail-Marking  of  Foreign  Plate  BUL— "  To  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to 
the  Hail-Marking  of  Foreign  Plate,"  presented  by  Mr.  Samuel  Roberta ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Stuart-Wortley,  Sir  Benjamin  Stone,  Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale, 
Mr.  Remnant,  and  Mr.  Norman ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
18tli  March,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  13]   482 
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Leaseholds  Enfranchisement  Bill. — **  For  the  Enfranchisement  of  Lease- 
holds," presented  by  General  Laurie ;  supported  by  Mr.  Spear,  Mr.  Cohen, 
Sir  George  Fardell,  and  Mr.  Louis  Sinclair ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,      Bfarch,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  14]   483 

Knistiy  of  Commerce  Bill. — "  To  establish  a  bureau  for  a  Minister  of  Com- 
merce," presented  by  Mr.  Louis  Sinclair ;  supported  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Sir 
William  Holland,  Sir  John  Brunner,  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  Sir  Ernest 
Flower,  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery,  and  Sir  Joseph  Lawrence ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  3rd  June,  and  to  be  printed.    [BiU  15]  . .       . .  483 

Tnhercniosis  (Animals)  Oompensation  Bill.--"  To  provide  for  the  payment 
of  compensation  to  the  owners  of  carcases  of  animals  condemned  after 
slau^ter  and  destroyed  by  order  of  a  magistrate  on  account  of  Tuber* 
cukms,"  presented  by  Mr.  Price ;  supported  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr. 
Tomkinson,  Mr.  McArthur,  Mr.  Field,  Bu.  Batty  Langley,  and  Mr.  Ernest 
Gray ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  15th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  16]  483 

Aired  Pensioners  Bill.—'*  To  provide  Pensions  for  the  Aged  Deserving 
Poor,"  presented  by  Mr.  Remnant ;  supported  by  Mr.  Goulding,  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Mr.  John  Hutton,  Mr.  Griffith- Bosca wen,  Mr.  Claude  Hay,  Colonel 
Kemp,  Mr.  Maconochie,  Mr.  Forde  Ridley,  and  Mr.  Groves ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  6th  Blay,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  17]  . .       . .  483 

Be^Vacdnation  Bill.— "To  provide  for  the  Re-vaocination  of  Children  after 
the  age  of  twelve,"  presented  by  Sir  John  Tuke ;  supported  by  Sir  Michael 
Foster,  Mr.  Haldjane,  Br.  Farquharson,  Captain  Jessel,  Mr.  Malcolm,  Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone,  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr.  Moon,  Sir  Charles 
Dalrymple,  and  Sir  John  Dorington ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Momlay, 
25th  April,  snd  to  be  printed.  [BiU  18]   483 

Private  XiOfifislation  Procedure  (Wales)  Bill.—"  To  provide  for  improving 
and  extending  the  Procedure  for  obtaining  Parliamentary  Powers  by  way  of 
Provisional  Qtders  in  matters  relating  to  Wales,"  presented  by  Mr.  Taughan- 
Davies;  supported  by  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  Mr. 
Osmond  Williams,  Sir  Alfred  Thomas,  and  Mr.  Kenyon  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  26th  March,  and  to  be  printed.   [BiU  19.]  484 

Ohnroh  Discipline  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Church  Discipline  Act,  1840,  and  the 
P^bhc  Worship  Regulation  Act,  1874,"  presented  by  Sir  John  Willox ; 
supported  by  Mr.  (Carles  McArthur,  Mr.  Austin  Taylor,  Mr.  Mellor,  Sir 
Albert  RoUit,  Mr.  David  Maclver,  Mr.  Brand,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Rutherford  ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  10th  June,  and  to  be  printed.  [BiU 
20.]   484 

Local  Taxation  Bill. — "  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  incidence  of  tjocal 
Taxation,"  presented  by  Mr.  Cripps ;  supported  by  Mr.  Wharton  and  Mr. 
Henry  Hobhouse  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  i3th  May,  and  to 
be  printed.   [BiU  21.]  484 

PreTention  of  PoUntion  of  Rivers  and  Streams  Bill.—"  To  make  further 
and  amended  provision  to  prevent  the  Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams," 

r rated  by  Sir  Frftncis  Sharp  PoweU ;  supported  by  Sir  Wilson  Todd, 
Henry  Hobhouse,  Sir  John  Dorington,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Bri^, 
Sir  John  Brunner,  and  Sir  Walter  Foster ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  22nd  April,  and  to  be  printed.   [BUI  22.]  ..    r'•^^^^'{y>  ^ 
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iMd  Pensioners  (Ho.  2)  Bill.—"  To  provide  Penflions  for  the  aged  deserving 
poor."  presented  by  Mr.  GouWiiig ;  supported  by  Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George.  Mr.  John  Hutton,  Colond  Kemp,  Mr.  Duke,  Mr.  William  Kedmond, 
Mr  Carlile.  Mr.  Claude  Hay,  Mr.  Griffith-Boacawen,  Mr,  Samuel  Roberts, 
and  Sir  Albert  RolUt ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  3rd  June,  and 
tobepnntod.  [BiU2S.]  

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill.—"  To  provide  Pensions  for  the  aged  deserving  poor," 
presented  by  Mr.  Spear ;  supported  by  Mr.  Duke,  Sir  John  Kennaway,  Sir 
Albert  Rollit.  Mr.  Goulding,  Colonel  Williams,  and  Mr.  Randies  ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  26th  Februwy,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  24.]  ..  4S> 

Idqnor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  Bill.—"  To  give  the  Ratepayers  a 
direct  Veto  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  in  their  respective  areas  in  Scotland,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Hunter  Craig ;  supported  by  Mr.  Crombie,  Mr.  Cameron 
Corbett,  Mr.  Black,  Sir  William  Dunn,  Mr.  Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  Robert 
Wallace,  Mr.  John  Hope,  and  Dr.  Farquharson ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Friday,  29th  April,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  25.]   «5 

Bale  of  Intoxicating  Liqnors  on  Sunday  Bill.—"  To  prohibit  the  sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday,"  presented  by  Mr.  Perks ;  supported  by 
Mr.  Charles  Wilson ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  20th  May,  and 
to  be  printed.  [80126.]   

Shops  Bill,—"  To  amend  the  Poor  I^aw  relating  to  Shops,"  presented  by  Sir 
Charles  Dilke ;  supported  by  Mr.  John  Bums,  Sir  Ernest  Fk>wer,  Mr.  Charles 
Hobhouse,  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Colonel  Kemp,  Mr.  HoCrae,  Mr.  Melville,  Mr. 
Nannetti,  Sir  Barrington  Simeon,  and  Blr.  Tonnant ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  27.]        . .       . .  486 

Franchise  and  Bemoral  of  Woman's  Disabilities  Bill.—"  To  establish 
a  angle  Franchise  at  all  Elections  and  thereby  to  abolish  Umversity  Repre- 
sentation, and  to  remove  the  Disabilities  of  Women,"  presented  by  Sir 
Charles  Dilke ;  supported  by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Mr.  Keir  Bardie, 
Mr.  Atherley- Jones,  Mr.  Logan,  Dr.  Macnamara,  Captain  Norton,  and  Mr. 
Shackleton ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  2ai   ^ 

Irish  Tobacco  BUI.—"  To  repeal  the  Law  which  prohibits  the  growing  of 
Tobacco  in  Ireland,"  presented  by  Mr.  William  Redmond  ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Hayden,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Charles  Devlin,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien, 
and  Mr.  Joyce  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  29tik  April,  and  to  be 
printed.   [BiU  29.]   486 

Local  Anthorities  (Taxation  and  Purchase  of  Land)  Bill.—"  To  provide 
for  the  Taxation  and  Purchase  of  Land  by  Local  Authorities,"  presented  by 
Mr.  Logan  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr.  Harwood,  Dr.  Mac- 
namara, Mr.  Shackleton,  Mr.  Toulmin,  and  Mr.  Logan ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  6th  May,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  30.]  486 

Colonial  -  Karriages  Bill.— "To  legalise  certain  Cokmia!  Marriages,"  pre- 
sented by  General  Laurie  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Rothschild,  Mr.  Arthur  Stanley, 
Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  and  Captain  Jessel ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
19th  February,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  31.]  .486 
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Medical  Act  (1886)  Amendment  Bill.— "  To  amend  the  Hedioal  Act,  1886.** 
pteaented  by  General  Cauiie ;  supported  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Sir  John 
Take,  lb.  Rothschild,  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  and  Sir  Hancheijee  Bhownag- 
gree ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  19th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.   HBill  32.]   486 


Herchandise  Marks  Bill. — "  To  amend  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887/* 
presented  by  Sir  Howard  Vincent ;  supported  by  Sir  Came  Rasch,  Sir  Henry 
Seton-Kair,  and  Ur.  Field ;  to  be  read  a  second  l^me  upon  Friday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.  [Bill  93.]   486 

Friyate  Trustee  Bill.—"  To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Public  Trustee 
and  Executor,"  presented  by  Sir  Howard  Vincent ;  supported  by  Mr.  H.  D. 
Oreene,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tufnell ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  19th  February,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  34.]     . .       . .  486 


Bale  of  Intoxicating  Uqnors  on  Saturdays  (Ireland)  Bill.—"  To  amend 
the  I^aw  rdating  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Ireland  on  Saturdays ; 
and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sloan  ;  sup- 
ported by  Sir  James  Haslett,  Sir  Thomas  ISsmonde,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Kennedy, 
B&.  T.  L.  Corbett,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy,  and  Mr.  Wood  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  13th  May,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  35.]  487 


Agricnltoral  Holdings  Bill.— "To  amend  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Acts 
and  to  make  other  provisions  as  to  the  Tenure  of  Agricultural  Land,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Channing ;  supported  by  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Price,  Mr. 
Harold  Beckitt,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  and  Mr.  Lambert ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  26th  March,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  36.]  . .  487 

Old  Age  Pensions  C^O.  2)  Bill.—"  To  provide  Pensions  for  persons  over  sixty- 
five  years  of  age,  *  presented  by  Mr.  Channing ;  supported  by  Mr.  Burt,  lAx. 
John  Bums,  John  Wilson  (Durham),  Sir  Wdter  Foster,  Mr.  Broadhurst, 
and  9kt  Albert  RolUt ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  16th  February 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  37.]  .487 


Coroners'  Inqnests  (Railway  Fatilities)  Bill.-  To  amend  the  T^aw  relat- 
ing to  Coroners'  Inquests  in  the  case  of  Fatal  Accidents  on  Railways,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Channing ;  su|KK)rted  by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  John  Bums,  and  Mr. 
Schwann ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  15th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.   [BiU  38.]  487 

SaTingS  Banks  Acts  Amendment  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts," 
presented  by  Sir  Albert  RoIUt ;  supported  by  Sir  Frederick  Banbury,  Sir 
James  Woodhonse,  Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hsvtland,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Sir 
Brampton  Gurdon,  Sir  William  Holland,  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr.  0'Shat^^- 
nessy,  Sir  George  Bartley,  and  Mr.  ISdmuud  Faber ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  39.]   487 


Small  Holders  (Scotland)  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  renting  to  the  tenure 
of  Small  Holdings  in  Scotland,'*  presented  by  Mr.  Black ;  supported  by  Dr. 
Farquharson,  Buchanan,  Mr.  Chrombie,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Jolm  Dewar,  Mr. 
Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason,  Mr.  Harmsworth,  Mr.  J.  D.  Hope,  and 
Hr.  Ainsworth ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  I7th  June,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  40.]   488 
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Sunday  01o8iii£r  (Wales)  Act  (1881)  Amendment  Bill—'  To  amend  The 
Bnnday  Closing  (Wales)  Act,  1881,  and  to  make  furthor  piovisions  lespecting 
the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in  Wales  and  Monmonthshiie,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts ;  supported  by  Sir  Alfred  Thomas,  Mr.  Herbert 
J^ewis,  and  Mr.  William  Jones  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  41^ 
March,  and  to  be  printed.   [BUUl.]  488 

Adjournment. — Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  its  rising  ^is  day,  do  adjourn 

till  Monday  next. — (Sir  A.  Adand-Hood.)   488 


EiN0*8  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address).  [Fodrth  Dat.]— Order  read;  for 
resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  [4th  February]  to  Main  Question 
[2nd  February],  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty, 
as  followeth  :— 

"  MoU  Qraciotts  Sovereign — 
"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament." — 
{Mr.  Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Qjiestion,  to  add  the  words,  *  But  humbly 
represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  the  facts  now  made  known  in  regard  to 
the  preparations  for  and  conduct  of  the  recent  war  in  South  AMca,  and 
particularly  the  evidence  taken  by  Your  Majesty's  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  those  matters  and  their  Report  thereon,  dis- 
close grave  negligence  and  mismanagement  on  the  }>art  of  Your  Majesty's 
Ministers,  whereby  the  duration,  magnitude,  and  cost  of  the  war  were 
greatly  increased.*'-- (Afr.  Rcbson). 

Question  again  proposed, "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 


Sir  H.  Campbell  Bannerman  {Stirling  Burghg)   489 

Mr.  J.  Chantberlain  {Birmingham,  W.)    ..       ..       . .       . .       . .  499 

The  Secretanj  of  State  for  India  {Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)       . .  503 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  {Bristol,  E.)   514 

Sir  Came  Roach  {Essex,  Chdrntford)    520 

Captain  Norton  {Newington,  W.)   522 

Coiond  Wdby  (raunton)   530 

Mr.  J.  S.  Ainsworth  {Argyllshire)   533 

Sir  George  Bartley  {Islington,  W.)   534 

Mr.  Frederick  Wilson  {Norfolk,  Mid.)    535 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {Mr,  Arnold- Forater,  Bdfast,  W.)         . .  637 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  —Ayes,  192  ;  Noes,  278.    (Division  List,  No.  1.) 
Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  (Jl/r. 

Joseph  Walton) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty- three  minutes  after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday 
next.  . 
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Appleby  Corporation  Oas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Barrow-ia-Furness  Corporation  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Belfast  and  North  East  Ireland  Electricity  and  Power  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bournemouth  Corporation 
Cfoamways)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bridlington  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bristol  Cor- 
poration Bill  [H.L.] ;  Buxton  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Chesterfield 
Corporation  Tramwava  and  Improvements  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Ch<»terfield  Gas 
and  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bdwardes  Square  Protection 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Elys^e  Palace  Hotel  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Filey  Improvement 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Yarmouth  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Harrogate  Waterworks 
Tramroad  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Holywood  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Huddersfield 
Corporation  Act,  1902  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Hutcheson's  Hospital  and 
Hutcheson's  Educational  Trust  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Ipswich  Dock  Commission  Bill 
[h.l].  ;  King's  College  Hospital  Bill  [n.L.] ;  Leeds  Corporation  (Water 
woT^)  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Liverpool  and  Wigan  Churches  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Llanellv  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Maidenhead  Bridge  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester 
Corporation  (General  Powers)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester  Corporation  Tram- 
ways Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Milwr  and 
District  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Minehead  Urban  District  Council  Water 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Nuneaton  and 
Chilvers  Coton  Urban  IHstrict  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Oakengates.  Dawley, 
and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Preston  and  Blackburn  Tram- 
ways Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Preston  Corporation  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Shipley  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Stretford  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tynemouth  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Ulster 
Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Weaver  Navigation  (Additional  Finance)  Bill 
[H.L.] ;  Weaver  Navigation  (Constitution  and  Finance  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Withnell 
Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Presented,  and  read  la  

Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales)  Docks  and  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Barnard  Castle  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  etc.)  Bill 
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Manchester  Bill  [h.i,.]  ;  Victoria  University  of  Yorkshire  Bill  [h.l.L  West 


cxxxvi  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

FA,  8.] 

Metropolitan  Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill  [h.l.]  :  West  Hetiopolitan  Rail- 
way (Extension  of  Time)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Weston-super-Mare  Grand  Pier  Bill 
[h.lO  ;  Weat  Riding  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  fork  Town  and  Blackwatef 
Oas  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Presented ;  read  1* ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners        .  668 

Cknilfldon  Tramways  Bill. — The  Chairuan  of  Comhittbbs  informed  the 
House  that  the  Promoters  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  tiie  Bid. 
Oid«red  Idiat      Bill  be  not  fnrtlter  proceeded  with  . .       . .       . .  668 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Tradb  Reports  (Annuai.).'No.  3118.  Italy  (South  Italy) ;  No.  3119.  Den- 
mark  "   559 

Navy.— RetniuB  of  tiie  nomber  of  coortB-mutial  held  and  summary  punish- 
mcnts  inflicted  on  seamen  of  the  Ro^l  Navy,  etc.,  during  the  year  1902   . .  669 

Grkenwich  Observatory. — Report]of  the^Astronomer-Royal  to  the  Board  of 
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Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table   569 

Richmond  Bridge. — Account  of  the  Commissioners  of  Richmond  Bridge  for 
the  year  ended  26th  December,  1902.  DeUvered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  Ue  on  the  Table   r^-^^.^ir>  560 
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Post  Omcs  (Tbugraphs). — Account  showing  the  groes  amount  received, 
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House  adjourned  at  Four  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  half-past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONa 
Monday,  %th  February,  190i- 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSSD  PRIVAT3S  SILL  BUSINESS, 

Pritatb  Bills  (Stakdino  Order  62  Compiled  with). — Hr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Bzaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  BiUs,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof. 
Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  compiled  with,  viz. : — Blyth  and  Cowpen 
Oas  Bill ;  Gomersal  Gas  Bill ;  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tramways 
Bill ;  South  Shields  Gas  Bill ;  South- Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction 
RaUway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill ;  Sutton  Ghu  Bill ;  Whitby  Gas  Bill. 
Oidezed,  That  the  BiUs  be  read  a  second  time  560 

Private  Bill.s  (Standing  Order  63  Couplied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  Uid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof.  Standing  Order  No.  63  has  ^n  complied  with,  vis. : — Bishop's 
Stortford  and  District  Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  t^e  Bill  he  read  a  seoond 
time   561 

Pbivatb  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  hot  Cohpubd  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  Fi»t  Readii^ 
thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  not  been  complied  with,  vix. : — Ryde 
Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders        . .       . .   561 

PETITIONS. 

Confessional  at  St.  Paul's,  Bedford. — Petition  from  Bedford,  for  redress 

of  grievances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  561 

XacxNCBS  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law;  from  Camden 
Town  ;  Barrow-in-Furness  ;  Moss  Side  ;  Fowey  ;  Maeidy  ;  Cargreen ; 
Bradford  ;  Blackwood  ;  Woodside  ;  Sutcombe  ;  Eastnor ;  Govan  (three) ; 
Bedford  ;  Stewarton  ;  Ardrossan  ;  Blackpool ;  West  Bridgford  ;  Southampton 
(two) ;  Northumberland  ;  Bedlington  Colliery  ;  Martock ;  Pembroke  ;  Kil- 
winning ;  Mottram  ;  Glossop  (two) ;  Clifton  ;  Bishopsgate  ;  Beuhar  ;  Thornie- 
wood  ;  Motherwell ;  Holytown  ;  Shotts  ;  Skelton ;  Bellshill ;  New  Stevens- 
ton  ;  Craignenk ;  Greenock  ;  Torry ;  Rochester ;  Newcastle ;  Bates  Cottages ; 
Ashbourne ;  dapham  Road ;  Blackburn  (two) ;  Woolston ;  Ormskiik ; 
Prescot ;  (^nffnd ;  Crawford ;  Waterloo  ;  Hatton ;  Preston*on-the-Hill ; 
Stockton  Heath ;  Wihnslow  ;  Lostock  Gralam  ;  Boxmoor  Hall ;  Strickkutd ; 
Great  Ayton ;  Higher  Broughton  and  Hoghton ;  to  lie  upon  ^^^/^*^^'^Q0g[^^ 
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mentary Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  (Sir  William  Ajison,  Oxford 
University)   689 

Railway  Rates  in  Ibelamd. — Question,  Mr.  Boland ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 

tair  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)   590 

Subsidised  Coaoh  and  Steamer  Sbeviob,  Ireland.— Questions,  Mr.  William 

Redmond  and  Mr.  Joyce  (Limetiok) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham      . .      . .  691 

Digitized  by  Google 


cxlii 
¥A.  8.] 


TABLE  OF  CONTEKTB. 


Page 


Lbttir  (Kbrby)  Natiokal  School. — Question,  Ur.  Boland ;  Answer,  Blr. 

Wyndham   591 

Land  Purchase  Act — Fubuc  Trustee. — Question,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Tyrone, 

S.) ;  Answer,  Hr.  Wyndham   . .  592 

Glennaoh  Land  Dispute. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford,  N.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham     592 

LoNOFoBDCRiHEsAcTPRosEcuTioN.—QueBtion,  Hr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  Answer,  Mr. 

Wyndham  592 

LoNOFOBD  Police  Barracks  Lock-up. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham   593 

Irish  Land  Purchase — ^Future  Tenants.— Question,  Mr.  O'Dowd  (Sligo,  S.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham   . .       . .  593 

OwENUORE  River  Floods. — Question,  Mr.  O'Dowd  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  . .  593 

Labourers*  Cottages  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy  (Limerick, 

W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  594 

CusAOK  Estate. — Questions,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answars,  Mr.  Wyndham        . .  594 

Bsb-Kebping  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  Boland ;  Answer,  The  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)  . .       . .       . .       . .  595 

Ibish  Magistracy. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson         . .  596 

Belfast  Post  Office— Counteb  Losses.— Questions,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.) ; 

Answer,  Lord  Stanley   596 

KiLBUSH  AND  the  CANADIAN  Mail  Sbrviob.— Question,  Mr.  William  Red- 
mond ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley  ,  597 

PoBT  OP  London  Bill.— 4juestions,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar)  and  Sir  F.  Dixon- Hartland  (Middlesex,  Uxbridge) ;  An^^wers,  Mi. 
Akers  Douglas   597 

Town  Holdings  Committbb. — Question,  Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas  597 

Russia  and  Japan. — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs) 

and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Akers  DougUs        . .  598 

Standing  Orders. — Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
do  consist  of  thirt«en  Members  : — Sir  John  Brunuor,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  John 
Edward  Ellis,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Halsey,  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen, 
Mr.  James  Lowther,  Sir  James  Bankin,  Mr.  William  Redmond,  Colonel 
Stopford-Sackville,  Sir  Mark  M'Taggart  Stewart,  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  Mr. 
Wodehouse  wen  accordingly  nominated  Members  of  the  Committee. — {Mr. 
Baltey)   599 

Sklection. — Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Sydnfiy  Buxton,  Sir  John  Dorrington,  Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  McKenna,    Sir  Mark 
McTaggart  Stewart,  Mr.  Wharton,  and  Mr.  Wodehouse  were  nominated 
Members  of  the  Committee  of  Selection  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
■  mittee  on  Standing  Orders. — {Mr.  HaUey)  *  •     i  •  • 
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NEW  BILL. 

Ooal  Minos  Regulation  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Coal 
Mines,"  presented  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke ;  supported  by  Mr.  William  Abraham 
(Rhondda),  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Jacoby, 
Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  Mi.  Theodore  Taylor,  Mr.  McEenna,  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  42]   599 


Kino's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address). — Fifth  Day. — Order  read,  for  re- 
suming adjourned  debate  on  Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "  That  an 
humbk  Address  be  i^esented  to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  Your  Blajesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  oar  humble  thanks  to  Tour  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament."— (Afr.  Hardy.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed — 

Afr.  Joseph  Walton  {Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Barndey)  600 

Amendment  proposed  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words— 

*'  And  we  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  it  is  essentiaHor 
the  safeguarding  and  promotion  of  the  commercial  and  political  interests 
of  the  British  Empire  that  adequate  steps  should  be  taken  to  maintain 
and  extend  our  commercial  treaty  rights,  and  that  the  Consular  Service  , 
should  be  reorganised  and  strengthened  on  lines  calculated  to  make  it 
more  effective  for  the  promotion  of  the  trade  of  the  British  Empire.'*— 
{Mr.  Joseph  Walton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added."  j 

The  Under  Sectary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Eari  Percy,  Kensington, 

8.)   615 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Main  Question  again  proposed. 

■      -  tM^ 

Fiscal  Pouot.                                                                    ^        *  j  «j 
Mr.  John  Motley  {Montrose  Burghs)  "  623 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words — 

"  But  it  is  our  duty,  however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty 
that  our  effective  deliberation  on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is 
impaired  by  conflictingdeclarationsfromYourMajesty'sMinisters.  We 
respectfully  submit  to  Yom  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House,  that 
the  removal  of  protective  duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively 
conduced  to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  reahn 
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and  to  the  welfare  of  its  population ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while 
the  needs  ot  sodal  impioTement  axe  still  manifold  and  uigwt,  any 
retain  to  protecliTe  daties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food 
of  the  people,  would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strengtii,  con- 
tentment, and  well  being."— (Afr.  John  Morley.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Oerald  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  644 
Mr.  EmmoU  {(Mham)   664 

It  being  half-past  Seven  o{  the  Clock  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening*8  Sitting. 

EVENING  SITTING. 

Kino's  Spkech  (Motion  pob  an  Addbbss). — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question  [2itd  February], 

"  That  on  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  as  foUoweth — 

"  Moa  Oranotu  Sovereign^ — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled 
beg  leave  to  offor  our  humble  tiianks  to  Tour  Majesty  tot  Uie  Oraoious  Speech 
wluch  Your  Btajesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament"-— (Jfr. 
Bwdy.) 

Which  Amendment  was. 

'*  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words,  *  But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective 
deliberation  on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting 
declarations  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit  to 
Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  Houae  t^t  the  removal  of  protective 
duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced  to  the  vast 
extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of  its 
population ;  and  tiiis  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs  of  social 
improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people,  would 
be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment  and  well- 
being."     ( Jfr.  John  Moriey.) 

Question  again  proposed,    That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Emmott  

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beaeh  (Bristol,  W.) 
Mr.  Haldane  {Haddingtonshire) 
Mr.  Pike  Pease  (Dariinglon) 

And,  it  being  Midnight^  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  xesomed  to*mortow. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  after  Twelve  o'clock.      .  _       i  i 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS  :  TUESDAY,  9th  FEBRUARY,  1904. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  ParliameatB 
bad  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — Torquay 
Tramways.   The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   709 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Tbade  Reports:  Annual  Series. — No.  3120.   Finances  of  Italy  for  1903. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  709 

Destructive  Insects  Act,  1877. — Order,  dated  13th  October,  1903,  revoking 
the  Orders  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  under  the  Act,  dated  respectively 
22nd  August,  1901,  Slat  May,  1902,  and  5th  June,  1902   709 

COMHONS  Act,  1876. — Reports  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  upon 
an  application  for  a  FroviEdonal  Order  for  the  regulation  of  Oxshott  Heath, 
in  the  Parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey  ;  Merrow  Downs,  in  the 
parish  of  Merrow,  in  the  county  of  Surrey       . .        . .        . .  . .  709 

Private  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899. — Report bytheChairmanofCommit- 
tees  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  under  Section  2  of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  That,  having  regard  to  Section  16  (2)  of  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  the  provisions  of  the  Clyde 
Valley  Electrical  Power  Order  ;  the  Govan  Burgh  (Electricity)  Order  ; 
the  Lothians  Electric  Power  Order ;  and  of  Part  V.  of  the  Kirkcaldy 
Corporation  Order ;  are  of  such  a  character  that  they  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  by  Private  Bills  and  not  by  Provisional  Orders. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  Clyde  Navigation  (Shieldhall  Dock)  Order ;  the 
Clyde  Navigation  (Works)  Order  ;  and  of  the  Young  and  Bell's  Patents 
Order;  are  of  such  a  character  that  they  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  Private 
Bills  and  not  by  Provisional  Orders. 


That,  save  as  aforesaid,  the  Provisional  Orders  be  allowed  to  proceed  subject 
to  such  recommendations  as  may  be  hereafter  made  with  respect  to  the 
several  orders   710 

Eukacy  Cohhission. — Return  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits 
made  and  the  number  of  patients  seen,  by  the  several  Commissioners  in 
Lunacy,  during  the  six  months  ended  31st  December,  1903    710 

Transvaal  Government  Three  Per  Cent.  Guaranteed  Stock. — Treasury 
Uinutc,  dated  1st  November,  1903,  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  interest  and 
repayment  of  principal  of  the  Transvaal  GU>vemment  tluee  per  cent.  Guaran- 
teed Stock     710 


Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Four  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next, 
half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


VOL.  CXXIX.   [FouKTH  SmuBS.]  ,t 
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The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Pkivate  Bills  (Standing  Order  Complied  With).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the 
Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That, 
in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  Stand- 
ing Oldra  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz. :— Donegal  Railway  Bill ; 
Norwich  Water  Bill ;  Southend  Water  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be 
.  read  a  second  time.   '  W 

Private  Bills  (Stakdiho  Order  6^5  Complied  With.)— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof, 


Standing  Order  No.  63  has  been  comptied  with,  viz. : 

•  Corbridgo  Gas  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time    .711 

Acton  Improvement  Bill. — Birkdale  Improvement  Bill ;  Carlisle  Corporation 
Bill ;  Corporation  of  London  {Southwark  and  other  Bridges)  Bill ;  Don- 
caster  Corporation  Bill.    Read  a  second  time,  and  committed     ..  ..711 


Hampton-in-Arden  Gas  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed         . .  711 

Kirkl^-in'Aflhfleld  Urban  District  Oas  Bill. — Leeds  Corporation  (Consolida- 
tion) Bill ;  Leyton  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Littlestone-on-8ea  and  District 
Water  Bill ;  Ixfndon  County  Council  (General)  Powers  Bill ;  Lytham  Im- 
provement Bill ;  Radcliffe  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill ;  Reading 
Corporation  Bill ;  Selby  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Shefl&eld,  Laughtou, 
and  Maltby  Railway  Bill ;  Skipton  Water  and  Improvement  Bill ;  Soothill 
Nether  Urban  District  Tramways  Bill ;  Swindon  Corporation  Bill ;  Thames 
River  Steamboat  Service  BiU ;  Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill ; 
Tottenham  Improvement  Bill ;  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill.   Read  a 


second  time,  and  committed  711 

Dnmbarton  Tramways  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill— To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  the  Private  Le^lation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Dumbarton  Tramways,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  The  Lord 
Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland  . .       . .  711 

Dumbarton  Tramways  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill.—*'  To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Dumbarton  Tramways,"  presented  accordingly ;  and  ordered  to 
be  considered  upon  Thursday  ..  ..711 

Kilmarnock  Corporation  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill.— To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Kilmarnock  Corporation,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  The  Lord 
Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland     . .  711 

Kilmarnock  Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Bill.—"  To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  Kilmarnock  Corporation,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  sc  jond  time  upon  Wednesday,  17th  Februarv,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  4:i.]    ....  712 
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PETITIONS, 


LioKHCKS  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Westoix 
saper*Hare ;  Perth  (two) ;  Ryton  on  Tyae ;  Craghead ;  (Chester  le  Street ; 
Blaydon ;  Springwell ;  Swalwell ;  Bristol  (two)  Wellingborough ;  Moeladda 
Airdrie ;  Dewsbury  ;  Upperniill ;  Lanark  ;  Falkirk  ;  Clifton  ;  Woolwich  ; 
Lnmley  ;  Pendleton  ;  Penygraig  ;  Beddgelert ;  Capel  Uchaf  ;  Llancelhaian  ; 
Brynrhos ;   Bettwa ;   Gam  Carmel ;   Baladeulyn ;   Bwlaa ;  Canterbury 
(two) ;  Hylton  Colliery  ;  St.  Ives  ;  Salford  ;  Eccles  (two) ;  Acton  ;  Broad 
Chaike  ;  Rochdale  ;  Woodfalls ;  Hull ;  GilUngham ;  Chipping  Sodbury ;  Urm 
ston ;  Waterside  ;  Port  Isaac  ;  Delabole ;  Moorside ;  Harrow  Green  ;  Wan 
stead ;  Dalkeith ;  Penygroes ;  Chelsea  ;  Sowerby  Bridge ;  Luddenden  r 
Penicoik;  Liverpool;  Abergorlech ;  Hill  Top;  WestCaider;  Loanhead 
Irfincaster  ;   Stanford  le  Hope  ;   BarnBtaple  ;   DyfEryn  ;  Ore  ;   Nelson  ; 
Padiham  ;  Runcorn  ;  Bast  Holywell ;  Appledore  ;  Pegswood  ;  Talybont ; 
Winsford  ;  Famworth  ;  Birkenhead  ;  Leith  (two) ;  Tow  Law ;  Crook  ; 
New  Hills ;  Bucksbum ;  Coppenhall ;  Canonbury ;  Driffield ;  Stanford  le 
Hope ;  Nelson  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .   712 

Sale  of  IntoxicatmjT  Liquors  on  Sunday  BUI.— Petition  from  Clitheroe,  in 

favour,  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  712 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Tbaksvaal  Government  Three  fbr  Cent.  Guaranteed  Stock. — Paper  [pre- 
sented 8th  February]  to  be  printed.    [No.  39.]   713 

ScMMAKT  JuBXSDicnoN  AcTS. — 0>py  presented,  of  Rale,  dated  30th  December, 
1903,  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  under  Section  29  of  The  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  as  to  the  taking  of  recognisances  by  the  Governor  of  a 
Prison  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   713 

PmVATB  Lboislatioh  Pbocedube  (Scotland)  Act,  1899.— Copy  presented,  of 
Report  by  the  Chairman  of  Comnuttees  of  tiie  House  of  Lords  and  the 
(iJhaiiman  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House  of  Commons,  under  The  Private 

Le^lation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  thf  , 
Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Order  ;  the  Govan  Burgh  (Electricity)  Order ; 
the  Lothians  Electric  Power  Order ;  Part  V.  of  the  Kirkcaldy  Corporation 
Order ;  the  Clyde  Navigation  (Shieldhall  Dock)  Order ;  the  Clyde  Naviga- 
tion (Works)  Order ;  and  the  Young  and  Bell's  Patents  Orders  ought  to  be 
dealt  wiUi  by  Private  Bill  and  not  by  Provisional  Otdet  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  40.]   713 

Armt  (Military  Savings  Banks). — Copy  presented,  of  Statement  ol  the 
Amounts  due  by  the  Public  to  Depositors  on  31st  March,  1901.  and  of  ^the 
Receipts,  Interest,  and  Disbursements  during  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1902,  etc.  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  41.]. .  713 

CoKMONS  (Inclosdbb  Awards). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered 

23id  April,  1903 ;  Sir  John  Brunner] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .  713 

Papers  laid  itpon  the  Table  by  the  Clkrk  op  the  House. 

1.  Bank  of  £n£^d.  Copy  of  all  applications  made  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  and  tiie  Chancellor  of  the  Enshequer  to  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  for  advances  to  Government 
an^orised  by  Parliament,  from  5th  January,  1903,  to  3th  January,  1904  [by 
Act] ;  to  be  printed.   [No.  42.] 

2.  Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of  Wilts.).  Further  Return,  relative 
thereto  [ordered  9th  August,  1901 ;  Mr.  Grif^k-Boscawen] ;  to  be  printed. 


[No.  43.] 
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Laboubebs'  Cottages  (Ireland).— Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  number  of 
Cottages  applied  for  in  every  Poor  Law  Union  in  Ireland  under  the  latest 
completed  soheme  in  connection  with  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  together 
with  the  number  of  applications  for  extra  half  actea  to  cottages  already 
under  the  Acts  under  said  scheme ;  how  many  of  these  applications  for 
cottages  and  extra  half  acres  were  sanctioned  ;  the  amount  of  expenses  c(m- 
nected  with  such  scheme.;  and  in  what  way  applied." — (Mr.  O'Shaugk- 
neuy.)   714 

Thibet  (Trade  Statistics). — Address  for  "  Return  of  Statistics  relating  to  trade 
with  Thibet  since  the  date  of  the  signing  of  the  Otnvention  of  1890,  givinff 
particulais  reguding  the  quantity,  classi&oaticm,  aiul  value  of  the  annuu 
exports  from  British  India  to  Thibet  of  (a)  non-Indian  merchandise ;  (b)  (rf 
Indian  merchandise ;  and  (c)  of  exports  from  Thibet  to  Bntish  India."— (iSh* 
Maneherjee  Bhownaggree.)   714 


Coal  Exports,  etc. — Return  ordered,  "  giving,  for  the  year  1903,  the  export  of 
Coal  from  each  port  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  each  Country  Abroad,  together 
with  summary  Statements  showing  the  export  of  Coal  in  every  period  of 
three  months  from  the  principal  districts  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the 
principal  groups  of  Foreign  Countries ;  and  also  showing  the  quantity  of 
Coal  shipped  at  each  Port  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  ships'  use  on  Foreign 
voyages  during  the  like  periods  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  Ill  of  Session  1903).'^-(Afr.  D.  A.  Thomas)   714 

Sunderland  County  Borough  (Inquiry  into  Charities). — Return  ordered, 
"  comprising  (1)  the  Reports  made  to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  in  the 
result  of  an  Inquiry  held  in  the  county  borough  of  Sunderland  into  endow- 
ments, subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charitable  Trust  Acts,  1853  to  1894, 
and  appropriated  in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  benefit  of  that  county  borough, 
or  of  any  part  thereof,  together  with  the  Reports  on  those  endowments  of  the 
Commissioners  for  inquiring  concerning  Charities,  1818  to  1837  ;  (2)  a 
Digest  showing  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  such  endowments  are  recorded 
in  the  books  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  the  county  borough  ;  and  (3) 
an  Index,  alphabetically  arranged,  of  names  and  places  mentioned  in  the 
Report." — {Mr.  Griffith- Boscawen.) 

Gateshead  C-ounty  Borough  (Inquiry  into  Chakitibs). — Return  ordered, 
"  comprising  (1)  the  Reports  made  to  the  Charity  Ckiromisuoners,  in  the 
result  of  an  inquiry  held  in  the  county  borough  of  Gateshead  into  endow- 
ments, subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts,  1853  to  1894, 
and  appropriated  in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  benefit  of  that  county  borough, 
or  of  any  part  thereof,  together  with  the  Reports  on  those  endowments  of  the 
Commissioners  for  inquiring  concerning  Charities,  1818  to  1837  ;  and  (2)  a 
Digest  showing  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  such  endowments  are  re- 
corded in  the  books  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  the  coimty  borouf^ ; 
and  (3)  an  Index  alphabetically  arranged  of  names  and  places  mentioned  ir 
liie  Report."— <^''-  Ori/fUh-Boscamn). 
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Factorieh  in  London.— Question,  Sir  Thomas  Dewar  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 

Qeorge's ;  Answer,  Hr.  Akeis  Douglas  715 

Lady  Factory  Inspector  for  the  Potteries. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke 

(Gloucestershire.  Forest  of  Dean)*;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas       ..  716 
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Unexpended  Balances.— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Hope  (Sheffield,  Brightaide) ; 

Answer.  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain   716 

Opebatiohs  of  Ibish  Land  Act,  1903.— Question,  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh  (Leitrim, 

N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  717 

Division  of  Grazing  Farm  at  Island,  Codnty  Mayo. — Question,  Mr.  John 

O'Donnell  (Mayo,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham   717 

Bight  of  Way  on  Grazing  Farm  at  Island,  County  BIayo.— Question,  Mr. 

John  0*Donnell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham   718 
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Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  718 

Cehsgrshif  op  Private  Ck>RRESPONDBNCB  in  the  Transvaal. — Question,  Mr. 

John  ElUs  (Nottinghamshire,  Rushcliffe) ;  Answer,  Mi.  Lyttelton  . .       . .  719 


De  Bbebs  Mines,  Limited.— Questions,  Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax) ;  Answers,  The 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  Bromley  Davenport,  Cheshire, 
Macclesfield)   719 

AuTY  Contracts  in  Ireland.— Questions,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)  and 

Mr.  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College  Green) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Bromley  Davenport  720 

Navy  Contracts. — Sir  John  Leiu  (Dundee) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 

Admiralty  (Mr.  Fretyman,  Suttolk,  Woodbridge)   721 

HJf.3.  "  Gentubion  " — Navy  Gun  Sights. — Questions,  Mr.  Reginald  Lucas 

(Portsmouth)  and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Pietyman  721 

Indian  Railway  Contracts  for  Germany.— Questions,  Sir  Thomas  Dewar 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's),  Sir  Charles  M'Laren  (Leicestershire,  Bos- 
worth),  Sir  Thomas  Wrightson  (St.  Fancras,  E.),  and  Mr,  Macouochie 
( Aberdenshire,  E.) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Suiiey.  Guildford)  722 

CowiCT  Labour  for  Johanhbsburo  Mines. — Question,  Mr.  Whitley ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  Warwick  and  Lea- 
mington)    723 

Australian  Immigration  Act. — Question,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton  728 

Coal  Exports. — Question,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  (Merthyr  Tydvil) ;  Answer,  The 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire,  £.)  724 

Board  of  Trade  Journal.— Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  (Yorkshire.  Cleve- 
land);  Answer,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 


Tehicular  Accidents  in  London. — Question,  Sir  Thomas  Dewar  ;  Answer,  The 
Seeretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Akera  Douglas,  Kent,  St. 
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DongloB  725 

Collections  fob  the  Reuef  op  the  Working  Classes. — Question,  BIr.  D.  A. 

Thomas  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas  725 

Pay  of  Rural  Postmen  in  Devonshibb.— Question,  Mr.  Soares  (Devonshire, 
Barnstaple) ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire, 
Westhoughton)  726 

Postmen's  Compassionate  Gbatuities. — Question,  Mr.  Soares ;  Answer,  Ijord 

Stanley   726 

Underground  Telegraphic  Cables. — Question,  Sir  John  Leng ;  Answer,  Lord 

Stanley    727 

Cork  Post  Office.— Qu^tion,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien  (Cork) ;  Answer,  Lord 

Stanley   727 

Glenc'ab  Road  Dispute.— Question,  Mr.  Roland  (Kerry,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  . .       . .       . .       . .  727 

.1 

•Ibish  Dbainage  Loans.— QuesHon,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford,  N.) ;  Answer, 

BIr.  Wyndham  728 

Irish  Drainage  BoARDs.—Question,  Mr,  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  728 

King-Harhan  Estate. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  729 

Chinese  Labour  in  the  Transvaal.— Questions,  Major  Seely  (Isle  of  Wight),  Sir 
Charles  McLaren,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  I^mlets,  Poplar)  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs),  Sir  Robert  Reid  (Dumfries 
Burghs),  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  Answers,  Mr.  Lyttelton  . .  729 

to 

Royal  Commission  on  Trade  Disputes. — Question,  Mr.  Herberts  Samuel ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas   73S 

New  Members  Sworn. — The  honourable  Alban  George  Henry  Gibbs  for  City  of 
London. 

Joseph- Dobbie,  esquire.  Ayr  District  of  Burghs   733 

NEW  BILLS. 

Small  Dwellings  (Acqnisition)  BilL— "  To  amend  the  provisions  of  the 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899,"  presented  by  Sir  ThomasWrightson ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Claude  Hay,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Peel,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman, 
Captain  Jessel,  Mr.  Moon,  Mr.  Pike  Pease,  Mr.  Collings,  and  Mr.  Griffith- 
Boecawen ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  19tb  February,  and  to  be 
printed.   [BiIU4.]   733 

Highways  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  lelatiDg  to  Highways  "  presented  by  Mr. 
Henry  Hobbouse ;  supported  by  Sir  John  l^rington.  T.otd  Edmund  Fits- 
maimce,  Mr.  Bill,  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone,  and  Mr.  Herbert  I>wis ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  29th  February,  end  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
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Roman  OathoUc  Disabilities  Removal  Bill.—"  To  abolish  Disabilities  still 
affecting  Roman  Catholics  in  the  United  Kingdom,"  presented  by  Mr. 
BTKean ;  support«d  by  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr.  Dillon,  Captain  Donelan, 
Lord  Edmund  Talbot,  Mr.  William  Redmond,  Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  Mr.  James 
Hope,  and  Mr.  Clancv  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  22nd  April, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  46.}  733 

WaffeS  Boards  Bill.—*'  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Wages  Boards," 
presented  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Johja  Bums,  Mr. 
McKenna,  Mr.  Tennant,  and  Mr.  Trevelyan  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  47.1  

Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts  Amendment  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Wild  Birds 
Protection  Acts,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton ;  supported  by  Sir 
John  Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Robert  Reid,  Colonel  Lockwood,  and  Sir  Edward 
Grey ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  48.]   734 

Jury  Acts  (Ireland)  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Jury  Acta  in  Ireland,"  presented 
by  Mr,  John  Campbell ;  supported  by  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Patrick 
Aloysius  McHugh,  and  Mr.  O^Shaughnessy  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday,  22nd  March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  49.]   734 

Contempt  of  Court  (Ireland)  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  of  Contempt  of 
Court  in  Ireland,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sheehy  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Clancy  and 
Mr.  Patrick  Alovsius  McHugh  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  29th 
April,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  50.]  734 

Irish  Lights  Board  Bill.—"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Irish  Lights 
Board,"  presented  by  Captain  Donelan  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Field, 
Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Doogan,  Mr.  James  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Nannetti ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  6th  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  51.]  ..  734 

Gonspiracy  (Ireland)  Bill. — "  To  amend  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  in  Ireland," 
presented  by  Mr.  Doogan ;  supported  by  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  Thomas 
O'Donnell,  Mr.  Condon,  Mr.  Patrick  Aloysius  McHugh,  Mr.  Kilbride,  and 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Fridav,  Uth  March,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  52.]  734 


BcsiNBSs  OP  THE  HousE  (KiNo's  SpBBCH,  MoTioH  FOR  AN  Address).— Ordered, 
"  That  tbe  proceedings  on  the  Address  in  Answer  to  His  Majesty's  Speech 
shall,  until  concluded,  have  precedence  of  all  other  Orders  of  the  Day  and  of 

Notices  of  Motion  at  all  Sittings  for  which  they  are  set  down." — (Mr.  Secre- 
tary Al-ers  Douglas.)        . .  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  735 

King's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address).  [Sixth  Day.]. — Order  read,  for 
resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question 
[2nd  February  ],  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as 
followeth : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
tiie  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Fartiament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  oar  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament." — 
{Mr.  Bardy.) 
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Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  tilt'  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  wordu,  '  But  it  is  our 
duty,  however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  oiir  effective 
deliberation  on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflict- 
ing deelarationD  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  sub- 
mit to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of  pro- 
tective duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced 
to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to 
the  welfare  of  its  population  ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the 
needs  of  social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent,  any  return 
to  protective  duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of 
the  people,  would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  content- 
ment, and  well-being.**— (J^r.  John  Morley.) 

Question  agun  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added.'* 

Mr.  Pike  Pease  {DarlingUm)    735 

Sir  Robert  Reid  (Dumfries  Burghs)    742 

Mr.  Hunt  {Shropshire,  Ludlow)     ..       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  747 

Sir  Henry  Fowler  {Wolverham-plon,  E.)   752 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  {Mr.  Bonar  Law, 

Glasgow,  Blackfriars)  ..       ..       . .       . .       . .       . .  769 

Lord  George  Hamilton  {Middlesex,  Ealing)  . .       . ,       . .       . .  787 

Sir  James  Kilwn  {Yorkshire,  W.  R.,  Cdne  Valley)    801 

And  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned 
till  this  Evening's  Sitting, 


King's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address). — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question  [2nd  February], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 


•**  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
;he  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  ofier  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Qracious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament." — 
{Mr.  Hardy.) 

'Vhich  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words — But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective  delibera- 
tion on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting 
declarations  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit 
to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of  pro- 
tective duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced  to  the 
vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare 
of  its  population  ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs  of  social 
improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people,  would 
be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and  w^H- 
being."— {Afr.  John  Moii^.) 


EVENING  SITTING. 


"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, — 
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Question  a^iu  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Richard  Cavendish  {Lancashire,  North  Lonsdale)   808 

Mr.  Griffith  Boscawen  {Kent,  Tunbridge)   810 

Mr.  John  Ellis  {NotiinghamshiTe,  Rushdi  e.)    818 

Lord  Hugh  CecU  {Greenwich)    823 

iStr  Thomas  Wrightson  {St.  Panoras,  E.)   837 


Motion  made,  and  Question,"  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  " — {Sir 
Charles  DUke) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

NEW  BILLS. 

Tradb  Makkb. — Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Trade  Maria, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Sir  William  Houldsworth, 
Mr.  Cripps,  lb.  Cnwiey,  Mr.  Butcher,  Mr.  Robson,  and  Sir  Albert  RoUit. 

Tirade  Markg  Bill. — "  To  consoUdate  and  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Trade 
Maria,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  63.] 

Easbment  of  LtOHT. — Bill  to  amend  the  Jjaw  relating  to  Easement  of  Light, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Mr.  H.'D.  Greene,  BIr. 
Herbert  Robertson,  Mr.  Robson,  and  Mr.  Haldane. 

Sasement  of  Lifht  Bill. — *'  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Easement  of  Light," 
presented  and  read,  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday 

next,  and  to  be  printed.   [BillM.]   840 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  IOth  FEBRUARY,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
Ketterinff  IminOTemeilt  Bill  (By  order). — Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 


mitted      ..       ..   841 

Toranay  Tramway  Bill. — "  To  authorise  the  construction  of  Tramways  in 
Torquay ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time   841 


Pbivate  Leoislation  Pbocedure  (Scotlano)  Act,  1899. — The  Chaibhah  of 
Watb  and  Mbaito  reported,  that,  after  confpirring  witii  tiie  CSiairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  in  which  House 
of  Parliament  the  respective  Bills  should  be  first  considered,  under  The 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  they  had  determined  that 
the  Bills  contained  in  the  following  list  should  originate  in  the  House  of 
Lords :-— Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power ;  Govan  Burgh  (Electricity) ; 
Lotikians  Electric  Power ;  Young  and  Bell's  Patents.  Report  to  he  upon 
the  Table  ^     ..  ,841 
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PETITIONS. 

IjTghnces  (Renewal). — ^Petitions  against  alteration  Of  Law ;  from  Brixton ; 
Upper  Norwood ;  West  Dulwich  ;  Prescellr ;  Cloughfold ;  Cheetham  Hill ; 
Winchester ;  Peniel ;  Halifax  ;  Leicester ;  Tudhoe  Colliery ;  Llansamlet ; 
Clevedon  ;  Hyfrydir  ;  Preston  ;  South  Hackney  ;  Cheltenham  ;  Rhayader  ; 
Hedgerley ;  Darlington  ;  Penisarwaen ;  Maesydref ;  Port  Dinorwic ; 
Bontnewyd  ;  Maybole  ;  Fenstanton  ;  Seaton  (two) ;  HasUngden  ;  Glasgow  ; 
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Superahnuatton  Act,  1884. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  4th 
February,  1004,  declaring  that  Charles  Dyer,  Viewer,  Royal  Smi^  Arms 
Factory,  Enfield,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Department  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  842 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  for 
the  variation  of  the  Order  creating  the  Southern  Sea  Fisheries  District  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   842 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED   WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Contracts  for  Shipment  of  Stores  to  Gibraltar.— Question,  Mr.  Partington 

(Derbyshire,  High  Peak) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman  842 

Re-armahent  of  Volunteer  Artillery. — Question,  Mr.  Seymour  Ormsby- 

Goie  (Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  . .       . .  843 

Revision  of  Belfast  Post  Office. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  8.) ;  Answer, 

Lord  Stanley   843 

Removal  op  Paupers. — Question,  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long   843 

Cuarqes  for  European  Officers  in  Indian  Cavalry  Regiments. — Question, 

Sir  Seymour  King  (Hull,  Central) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodricl'.  846 
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Russia- J AFAH88E  Was — ^Duties  of  Neutbau. — Question,  Mr.  Qibson  Bowles ; 
Answei,  Mr.  Akeis  DooglaB   . . 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading 

upon  Friday,  25th  March  read,  and  discharged.    Bill  withdrawn    . .        . .  854 


Kino's  Speech  (Motiok  fob  an  Aoobbss).— [Seventh  Day.] — Order  read,  for 
lesuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  [8tii  February]  to  Main  Ques- 
tion [2nd  February],  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty 
as  followeth : — 

"  Mott  Qracimu  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment."—(J'*'-  Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  '  But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective 
deliberation  on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflict- 
ing declarations  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully 
submit  to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal 
of  protective  duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced 
to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the 
welfare  of  its  population  ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs 
of  social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and  ui^ent,  any  return  to  pro- 
tective duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people, 
would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and 
well-being." — {Mr.  John  Morley.) 

Qiestiott  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added.'* 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Gloftee^ahire,  Forest  of  Dean.)    85o 

Jlfr.  Ritchie  (Croyifon)    866 

Mr.  Randlee  (Cumberland,  Cockertnouth)   881 

Sir  Edward  Qreu  {Northumberland,  Berwick)    883 

{The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr.  WaUer  long,  Bristol,  S.)  698 

Mr.  Winston  ChurchiU  {(Mham)   D07 

Mr.  White  Ridley  {Staley(nidge)   021 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening*s  Sitting. 

EVENING  SITTING. 

KiNa*8  Speech  (BIotion  foe  ah  Address). — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question  [2iid  February], 
**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

"  Mo^  Gracious  Sovereignt — 

"We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament."— (Afr.  Hardy.) 
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Which  Amendmeat  was— 

*'  At  the  end  of  the  QueBfcion  to  add  the  words  *  Bat  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective  de- 
liberation on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting 
declarations  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit 
to  your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of  pro- 
tective duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced  to  the 
vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  wel- 
fare of  its  population  ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs  of 
social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urf^ent,  any  return  to  pro- 
tective duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the 
people,  would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  content- 
ment, and  well-being." — (Mr.  John  Moriejf.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 


Sir  WUliam  Holland  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Rotherkam)   926 

Sir  J.  Dickson- Poynder  {Wiltshire,  Chippenham)        ..       ..       ..  934 

Sir  George  Bar/ley  (Islington,  N,)            ..        . .        . .        . .        . .  939 

Mr.  Uoyd-George  (Carnarvon  Burghs)   946 

Sir  G&hert  Parker  (Gravegend)   954 


And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  To-monow. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS,  THURSDAY.  Uth  FEBRUARY,  1904. 

Eabldoh  of  NoRroix. — Petition  of  Charles  Botolph  Joseph  Lord  Mowbray  Lord 
Segrave  and  Baron  and  Lord  Stourton  of  Stourton  in  the  county  of  Wiltshire, 
praying  for  leave  to  lodge  a  supplementary  case ;  read,  and  ordered  as  prayed  961 

Le  Powbb  and  Coboohhobe  Bakony. — Petition  of  Edmond  de  le  Poer  of 
Gurteen  le  Poer,  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  Esquire  (claiming  to  be  Baron 
of  Le  Power  and  Coroghmore  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland),  to  His  Majesty, 
praying  that  His  Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  to  the 
Attorney-General  in  Ireland  to  investigate  the  Petitioner's  pedigree  and  his 
right  to  the  succession  to  the  dignity  and  honour  of  Baron  of  Le  Power  and 
Coroghmore  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland  ;  and  also  as  to  the  outlawry  against 
John  Power  in  or  about  the  year  1591,  in  order  that  the  same  may  bs  reversed 
if  found  to  affect  the  Petitioner ;  and,  if  not,  that  then  the  Petitioner  may  be 
admitted  to  the  fall  enjoyment  of  the  ancient  dignity  and  honour  of  his 
ancestors  as  Baron  Le  Power  and  Coroghmore,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities  thereunto  belonging,  or  to  make  such  other  order  in  the 
premises  as  in  His  Majesty's  wisdom  may  be  deemed  expedient,  together 
with  His  Majesty's  reference  thereof  to  this  House,  and  the  report  of 
the  Attomey-Geaeral  thereon  thereunto  annexvL. 

Presented  [by  Command!,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
Privileges  to  consider  and  report        . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  961 


The  Lord  Romilly  took  the  Oath   . .  961 

of  his  kins- 
Google 


Sat  itbst. — ^The  Lord  Wynford  sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  kins- 
man  961 
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I.  Ordera  made  by  the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and 
confirmed  by  Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  Ught  rail- 
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Acton,  Edgware,  Edmonton,  Enfield,  Finchley,  Friem  Bamet,  Hendon, 
Homsey,  Little  Stanmore,  Sontl^te,  Tottenham,  Wembley,  Willesden,  and 
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the  urban  district  of  Watford,  in  the  county  of  Hertford  ;  the  urban  districts 
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firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  amending  the  Robertsbridge  and  Pevensey 
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Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  . .       . .  !)62 
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.Superannuation. — Treasury  Minute,  dated  4th  February,  1904,  declaring  that 
Charles  Dyer,  Royal  Small  Arms  Factory,  Enfield,  was  appointed  without  a 
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Duchy  of  Cornwall  in  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1903 
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be  made  by  the  Atttmiey-Gieaeral  with  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in  pursuance  of  Section 
2  of  the  Act   963 


CoMPAJinES  (WiNDiNO-DP). — General  rules  made  pursuant  to  the  Companiei 

(Winding-up)Act,  1890,  and  the  Judicature  Act,  1881    964 

Pilotaob. — Abstract  of  returns  relating  to  pilots  and  pilotage  in  the  United 
Kingdom  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  312,  of  session  of 
1902),  as  furnished  by  the  various  pilotage  authorities   964 

Life  Assurance  Cohpaniks. — Statements  of  accounts  and  of  life  assurance  and 
annuity  business  and  abstract  of  actuarial  reports  deposited  with  the  Board 
of  Trade,  under  Section  10  of  the  Life  Assurance  Companies  Act,  1870.  during 
the  year  ended  3lBt  December,  1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    . .  964 


Bank  of  England. — ^Applications^made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Ck>vemor  of 
the  Bank  of  England  lor  advances  to  Government  authorised  by  Parliament, 
from  6th  January,  1903,  to  6th  January,  1904 ;  delivered  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   ....  964 


BiBHiNOHAH  BiSHOPBic. — ^Petition  in  favour  of  legislation  for  the  creation  of  a 
new  See  of  Biiminf^m ;  of  the  President  ai^  Members  of  the  Worcester 
IHocesan  Conference ;  read  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  tixe  Table   964 


NEW  BILL. 


Local  Authorities  (Qaalification  of  Women)  Bill  [h.l.].— A  Bill  to  enable 
women  to  be  elected  and  act  as  members  of  county  and  borough  councils 
and  metropolitan  borough  councils  was  presented  bv  the  Earl  of  Beauchamp: 
read  la  ;  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  8.)    . .   964 


Chinese  Laboub  in  the  Transvaal. 


The  Earl  of  Portsmouth   965 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon   973 

Moved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  for 
Papers  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Transvaai  and  Orange  River  Colony, 
with  special  reference  to  the  question  of  the  employment  of  Chinese  labour 
in  ihe  Transvaal. — (The  Marquess  of  Ripon.) 
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The  Under  Secretary  of  StaU  for  the  Calonien  [The  Duke  of  MaHbaroarfh) . .  986 

The  Lord  Archbishyp  of  Canterbury           ..                ..       . .       . .  1001 

Hoved, "  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." — (Earl  Grey) 
On  Qaestion,  Motion  agK«d  to. 

Loading  Port  Clahse. 

lAtrd  Mutkerry    1005 

Lord  WdverUm    1007 


House  adjourned  at  twenty-fire  mintues  past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  THURSDAY,  lira  FEBRUARY,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Ck>ck 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Pbivats  Bills  (Staitoino  Ordek  62  Complied  With).— Mr.  Speakeb  laid  upon 
the  Table  BepOTt  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof.  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz. — 

Colney  Hatch  Gas  Bill. 

London,  Tilbuiy,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill. 

Rickmanaworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Bill 

Ordered.  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  1007 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  63  Complied  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof. 


Standing  Order  No.  63  has  been  coplied  with,  viz.— 
Chippenham  Oas  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  1008 

East  London  and  Lower  Thames  Electric  Power  Bill. 
North  and  South  Woolwich  Electric  Railway  Bill. 

Read  a  second  time  and  committed      . .       . .  . .       . .       . .  1008 

Dnmbarton  Tramway  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill.— Considered ;  to  be 

re-d  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next   1008 

PETITIONS. 


Ijcences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  law;  from  Bulwell ; 
Prome ;  Bradford  (two) ;  Swansea  (three) ;  Earlestown  ;  Padgate  ;  Gol- 
borne  ;  Haydock  ;  Wigan  ;  Isle  of  Wight ;  Newport ;  Ashton  in  Makerfteld 
(two) ;  Dawlish  ;  Exeter  ;  Leicester  ;  Wigston  ;  Chester  ;  Manchester  (six) ; 
Osmotherley ;  Morehampstead ;  Stockport ;  CTynfal ;  Oakengates ;  Llan- 
dudno ;  Mae  nan ;  Llanddeiniolen ;  Heckmondwike ;  Clayton  West ;  Llangyn- 
deyme ;  Bryn ;  Southport  (seven) ;  Skelmanthorpe ;  ijowton  and  Newton  ; 
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Fowlmere  ;  Nottingham  (three) ;  Ilfracombe ;  Fiahtoft ;  Anglesey  ;  Llanden- 
flant ;  Llanfaimeubwll  Valley  ;  Gaerwen  ;  Cemaes  Bay  ;  Dwyran  ;  Brixton  ; 
Llangwyllog  ;  Holyhead  ;  Beaumauris  ;  Cardiff  (five) ;  Ilkley  ;  Rusholme  ; 
Karlestown  ;  Warrington  ;  St.  Just  in  Penwith  ;  Qloseop ;  Salford  ;  South 
Ferriby ;  Ashby  (two) ;  Donington  Barracks ;  West  Felton  ;  Fairfield ;  Ilkes- 
ton ;  Colne  ;  Dewsbury  ;  Durham  ;  Jarrow ;  Birks  Motley  ;  Boldon  Colliery ; 
Rogers  tone ;  Liverpool ;  Keswick ;  and  Helson  (three) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1008 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulations  Act,  1888.— Paper  [presented  10th  February] 

to  be  printed.    [No.  46]  1009 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Act,  1903.— Copy  presented,  of  Draft  of  Rules 
proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Attorney- General,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
in  pursuance  of  Section  2  of  The  Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Act,  1903  [bv 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   .'.  1009 

Penal  Servitude  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Copy  presented,  of  a  Licence 
to  be  at  large,  granted  to  Florence  Elizabeth  Maybrick,  to  which  is  annexed 
a  condition  other  than  those  contained  in  Schraule  A  of  the  Penal  Servi- 
tude Act,  1864  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1009 

Transvaa-l. — Copy  presented,  of  Reports  of  the  Transvaal  Labour  Commisaion 

[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1009 

Tbansvaal. — Copy  presented,  of  Reports  of  the  Transvaal  Labour  Commission, 

Hinutea  of  Proceedings,  and  Evidence  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  1009 

Africa  (No.  1,  1904). — Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  and  Report  from  His 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Boma  respecting  the  Administration  of  the  Independent 
State  of  the  Congo  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1009 

Abhy  (Supplementary  Estimate,  1903-4). — Estimate  presented,  of  the  Further 
Amount  that  will  be  re(}uired  during  the  year  ending  Slst  March,  1904,  to 
meet  the  Expenditure  in  excess  of  that  provided  for  in  the  original  Army 
Estimates  for  the  year,  for  the  Pay,  Transport,  Supplies,  etc.,  of  the  Army 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  47]  . .       . .  1009 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Portuguese  Tariff  Bill  and  Lancashire  Cotton  Trade. — Question,  Mr. 

White  Ridley  (Stalybridge) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  1010 
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Answer,  Lord  Stanley  "  ^9^^ 
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Selection  (unopposed  Bill  Comhittees)  (Panel). — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Selection  that  they  had  selected  the  following  eight  Mem- 
bers to  be  the  Panel  to  serve  on  Unopposed  Bill  Committees  under  Standing 
Order  No.  109 :— Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  Carvill,  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene,  Mr. 
Heywood  Johnstone,  Mr.  Mellor,  Mr.  Paulton,  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Worsley-Taylor  1039 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Sblxction  (Stahdino  CoHiUTTSEs)  (Chaibhbh's  Panbl).— Mr.  Halsey  reported 
from  die  Committee  tbat  they  had  selected  the  following  six  Members 
to  be  the  Churmen's  Panel  and  to  serve  as  Chairmen  of  the  two  Standing 
Committees  to  be  appointed  under  Standing  Order  No.  49  Mr.  John  Ellis, 
Sir  Thomas  Esmunde,  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice,  Mr. 
Laurence  Hardy,  and  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley  *  1039 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL, 

HsTROPouTAH  Ihtrovsicknts  (Funds  )Bii:.l. — To  authorise  the  appropriation 
of  the  surplus  Funds  derived  from  Battersea  Park  towards  the  opening  of  the 
Mall  into  Charing  Cross,  and  other  Metropolitan  improvements,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish ;  supported  by  I^rd  Balcarres  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.   [BiU  55.}   1039 


King's  Speech,  (Motion  for  an  Address)  [Eiqhth  Day.]— Order  read,  for  re- 
suming adjoomed  debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main 
Question,  [2nd  February],  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  followeth  : — 

"  Most  GracioM  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  gracious  Speech 
wMch  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  ParUament." — {Mr. 
Bardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

'*  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words  '  But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective  deli- 
beration on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting 
declarations  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit 
to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of  pro- 
tective duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced  to  the 
vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm,  and  to  the  welfare 
of  its  population ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs  of  social 
improvement  are  still  nutnifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people,  would 
be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and  well- 
being.*  "—{Mr,  John  Morley.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 


Sir  Gilbert  Parker  (Gravesend)    1041 

Sir-John  Gorgt  {Cambridge  Vniveraity)    104(3 

Mr.  Chaplin  {Lincolnshirey  Sleaford)    1054 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.)    1068 

The  S&cretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {Mr.  LytteUon,  Warwick  and  Lea- 
mington) ..       ..       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . •  1083 

Mr.  Lough  {Idington,  W.)   1094 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  ad- 
journed till  this  Evening's  Sitting. 
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EVENING  SITTING. 

Kino's  Speech  (Motion  fob  an  Address). — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question  [2nd  February], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Ifajesty,  as  followeth  : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kindgom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
be^  leave  to  ofFer  onr  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament.*'— (Afr. 
Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  that  our  effective  delibera- 
tion on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting  declara- 
tions from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit  to  Your 
Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of  protective 
duties  bas  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced  to  the  vast 
extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of 
'  its  population ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs  of 
social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protec- 
tive duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people 
would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and 
well  being." — {Mr.  John  MorUy.) 

Question  again  proposed,  '*  That  those  words  be  there  added," 

Mr.  J.  F.  Hope  (Sheffield,  Bnghtside)   1105 

Sir  John  Brunner  {Cheshire,  Norihwich)   . .       . .       .  i.       . .       . .  1113 

Major  Sedy{Ide  of  Wight)  1118 

Mr.  Parker  Smith  (Lanarkshire,  Parlick)  1122 

Mr.  Bdl  (Derby)   1133 

And,  it  being  Midni^t,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  this  day. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  FRIDAY,  12th  FEBRUARY,  1904. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  FarUaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  comphed  with : — 
Hford  Urban  District  CouncU     ..   ■  1137 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  compUed  with :  — Lancashire  Electric  Power  [h.l.]  ; 
West  Riding  Tramways  [h.l.]  ;  Cambrian  Railways  [h.l.]  ;  Tynemouth  Gas 
[H.L.] ;  Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway  [h.l.]  ;  Tyneside  Tram- 
ways and  Tramroads  [h.l.]  ;  Yorktown  and  Blackwaters  Gas  [h.l.]  ;  Barry 
Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  [h.l.]  ;  Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Gas  [H.L.] ; 
Victoria  University  of  Manchester  [h.l.]  ;  Barry  Railway  (Extension  of 
Time,  etc.)  [h.l.].   The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table .  . .  1137 
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Appleby  Corporation  Qas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  Bill 
[H.L.]  ;  Bournemouth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bridlington  Cor- 
poration Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Buxton  Urban  District 
Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Chesterfield  Corporation  Tramways  and  Improvements) 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Derwent 
Valley  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water  Bill 
[H.L.] ;  Filey  Improvement  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Harrogate  Waterworks  Tramroad 
Bill  [H.L.] ;  Holywood  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Huddersfield  Corporation 
Act,  1902  (Amendment),  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Ipswich  Dock  Commission  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks)  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester  Corpora- 
tion Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Milwr  and  District  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Minehead  Urban  District 
Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Oaken- 
gates,  Dawley,  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Preston 
Corporation  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Shipley  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
South  StafEordshire  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tynemouth  Corporation 
Bill  [H.L.];  Ulster  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Weaver  Navigation 
(Additional  Finance)  BUI  [h.l.]    Read  2a  1137 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC 


Treatt  Series,  No.  2  (1904). — Convention  respecting  payment  of  light  and 
harbour  dues  by  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  Zanzibar ;  signed  at  Wash* 
ington,  5th  June,  1903.  (Ratifications  exchanged  at  Washington,  24th 
December,  1903.)  Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
ihe  Table  1138 


Armt  (Military  Savings  Banks). — Statement  of  the  amount  due  by  the  public 
to  depositors  in  Military  Savings  Banks  on  the  3l8t  March,  1901,  and  of 
the  receipts,  interest,  and  disbursements  in  the  said  Military  Savings  Banks 
daring  the  year  next  ensuing,  ended  on  the  Slst  March,  1902,  etc.  . .       . .  1138 


SnPERANNUATiON. — Treasury  Minute,  dated  4:thFebruary,  1904,  granting  a  retired 
allowance  to  Edward  Joseph  Carey,  late  a  messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  Dublin  Castle  1138 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  Table. 


NEW  BILLS. 


Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs)  Bill.— [r.l.]  (No.  9).— 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  arrangement  of  polling  districts  in 
Parliamentary  Boroughs ;  and  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1338 

Polling  Districts  (Oonnty  Ooiuoils)  BiU  [h.l.]  (No.  10).— A  Bill  to  make 
further  provision  with  respect  to  the  arrangement  of  polling  districts  for 
the  election  of  County  Councillors. 

Were  presented  by  the  Lord  Bibblesdale ;  read  la,  and  to  be  printed . .  1338 


Newcastle  Chapter  (Amendments)  Bill  [h.l.].— A  Bill  to  make  further 
provisions  for  the  foundation  of  a  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Newcastle,  and 
for  other  purposes  connected  therewith.  Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  St.  AltMns ;  read  la,  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  U). 
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Wei-Hai-Wei. 

Earl  Spencer  ..        ..  ..        ..        ..  ••  1138 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {the  Marquess  of  Lamdoume)  1138 

The  Chairman  of  Cohuittees. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne   1140 

Moved,  That  the  Lord  Balfour  be  appointed  to  take  the  Chair  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  and  in  all  Committees  upon  Private  Bills 
in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees  from  illness. — {The 

Marquess  of  Lansdowne.)  • 

Earl  Spencer  1140 

The  Sad  of  Cork   '    ..  1140 

The  Duke  of  Ahercom         .,       ..      •  1140 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Chinese  Labour  in  the  Transvaal. — Order  of  the  Day  read  for  the  Adjourned 
Debate  on  the  Motion  of  the  Marquess  of  Bipon,  "  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  His  Majeuty's  Government  for  Papers  relating  to  the  afEairs 

of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony,  with  special  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  employment  of  Chinese  labour  in  the  Transvaal." 

Earl  Grey    1141 

Earl  Camngton    1163 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  AgricuHure  {The  Earl  of  Ondow)  . .       . .  1163 

The  Lord  Bishvp  of  Rochester    1173 

Lord  Stanmore    . .  1176 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Forei^  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdou>ne)  1185 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ,.       ..  1188 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  Eight  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :   FRIDAY,  12th  FEBRUARY,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire  Electric  Power  Bill ;  Plymouth  Corpora- 
tion Bill.    Read  a  second  time  and  committed      ..  1190 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Compued  WrrH).— Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with  :— -viz..  Great  Eastern 
Railway  (Steamboats)  Bill ;  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  1190 
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Private  Bilu  (Standing  Order  63  complikd  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  tiie  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof.  Standing  Order  No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz. Thames 
Steamboat  Trust  Bill ;  Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas  Bill. 

Ontered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  1190 

Private  Bills  [Lords]. — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  respect  of  the  Bills 
comprised  in  the  list  reported  by  the  (Thairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as  in- 
tended to  originate  in  the  House  of  Ijords,  he  has  certified  that  the  Standing 
Orders  have  been  complied  with  in  the  following  case,  vis. : — Ilford  Urban 
District  Council  1190 


PETITIONS. 

IjIcenses  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law  ;  from  Brierley  Hill ; 
Cradley  Heath  ;  Dudley ;  Worcester ;  Quarry  Bank ;  Plymouth;  Bedminster; 
Maesteg  ;  Leigh  ;  Wimborne  (two) ;  Seven  Dials  ;  Tryddyn  (five) ;  Leeswood 
(three) ;  Clwyd ;  Newmarket ;  Rhuallt ;  Cilcain ;  Sychtyn ;  Nether  Kellet  \  . 
Hebbum ;  Earlestown  ;  Perth  Wilson ;  Milnrow  ;  Penzance ;  Coventry ; 
Littleborough  (two) ;  Bryn  ;  Flint ;  Rhyl ;  Higher  Broughton  ;  'Clyniiog  ; 
Portdinorwic  ;  Glasgow  (two)  ;  Walsden  ;  Safiron  Walden  ;  Lockerbie  ; 
Crowton  ;  Chester  ;  Pentre  ;  (Jwespyr  ;  Llanegyr  ;  Bedhngton  ;  Stirling  ; 
Glen  Albyn  ;  Royton  (two)  ;  Tyldesley ;  Borthygeat ;  Brynmenai ;  Corwen ; 
Petersfield  ;  Stockport ;  Brighouse  ;  Elland  ;  Broughton  ;  Greenock ; 
Aberporth ;  Halifax  ;  Totnes ;  Yelverton  ;  Shepton  Mallet ;  Cornwood  ; 
ElTOt ;  Abergwili ;  and  Bristol ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  . .       . .  1191 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Superannuation  Act,  1887. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  4th 
February,  1904,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to  Edward  Joseph  Curey,  late  a 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  Dubhn  C^tle,  under  the  Act 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   119! 

Thibet  (Trade  Statistics). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address,  9th 

February ;  Sir  Manckerjee  Bhownaggree] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    [No.  48.]  1191 

Post  Office  Telegraphs,—- Copy  ordered,  "  of  Account  showing  the  gross 
amount  received  and  the  gross  amount  expended  in  respect  of  the  Telegraph 
Service,  from  the  date  of  the  transfer  of  the  Telegraphs  to  the  State  to  the 
3lst  dav  of  March,  1902  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  31,  of 
session '1903)."~(^''^  Stanley.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly  ;  to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 

49.1  -■       *.  1193 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Ceiue  in  Liverpool. — Question,  Mr.  Corbott  (Glasgow,  Tradeston) ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Akera  Douglas   1192 

Drunkenness  in  England  and  Wales. — Question,  Mr.  (!!orbett ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Akera  Douglas  1193 

Land  Purchase  Acts — Rejected  Application  for  Advances. — Question,  Mr. 

?.  A.  UcHugh  (Leitrim,  N.) ;  Answer.  Mr.  Wyndham   1193 
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Naturalisation  of  Foreign  Seamen^. — Question,  Bit  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  (rerald  Balfour        ..       ..       ..  1194 

Obders  for  Armour  Plate.— Question,  Mr.  J.  F.  Hope  (Sheffield,  Brightude) ; 

Answer,  Mr.^Pretynian  . .       . .  . .  . .       . .  1194 

Twinning  System  for  Turret  Guns. — Question,  Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottingham,  W.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman   1195 

Belfast  Post  Ofhce — Pbohotioh  of  Mr.  Kino.— Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast, 

3.) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley   . .  1195 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Central  Telegraph  Office. — Question,  Mr.  Claude 

Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley  . .       . .       . .  1196 

Bbii  isH  Consulate  at  Jerusalem — Delivery  of  Mails  to  British  Residents. 

—Mr.  Yoxall;  Answer,  Earl  Percy  1196 

Saving  on  Vote  for  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture. — Question,  Mr.  Blac- 
■  Veagh  (Down,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1196 

Operations  of  Irish  Land  Act. — Question,  Mr.  P.  A.  McHugh  ;  Am^wer,  Mr. 

Wyndham   1197 

Poisoning  of  Dogs  at  Howth. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1197 

Cases  before  Rathdrum  Land  Commissioners. — Question,  Mr.  Cogan  (Wick- 
low,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham   1198 

Output  of  Gold  in  Transvaal  during  January.—  QuestioD,  Mr.  Herbert 

Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton  1198 

Asiatic  Labour  in  the  Transvaal — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan  (Perthshire,  E.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Lyttleton   1198 

Adjournment. — Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this  day. 

do  adjourn  till  Monday  nest.—  (Sir  A.  Adand-Hood.)   1199 

King's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address)  [Ninth  Day].— Order  read,  for  resum- 
ing adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question  [2nd 


February],  "  ITiat  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as 
followetU : — 

"  Most  Graciom  Sovereujri, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. — (Mr. 
Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  '  But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective  de- 
liberation on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting 
declarations  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit  to 
Your  Majesty  the  ju(^ment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of  protective 
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duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  centurf  actively  conduced  to  the  vast  ex- 
tensioQ  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm,  and  to  the  welfare  of  its 
poptilation  ;  and  this  House  believes  that.w  hile  the  need?  of  social 
improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people,  would  be 
deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and  well-being."' 
{Mr.  John  Modey.) 

Qoeation  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 


Mr.  Bea  {Derby)   1200 

Sir  Edgar  Vincent  {Exeter)    1208 

Mr.  Duhp.  {Plymouth)    1217 

Mr.  Crombie  {Kincardineshire)    1224 

Mr.  Lambton  {Durham,  S.E.)    1227 

Mr.  Renwick  {Newcastle-on-Tyne)   1232 

Mr.  Benderson  {Dur^m,  Barnard  Castle)    1237 

Mr.  Beckett  {Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Whitby)    1241 

Mr.  Bvdyn  Cecil  (Aston  Manor)   1247 

Sir  Edward  8tra<^  {Somersetshire,  S.)   1251 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned  "—{Sir 
Howard  Vincent),  put  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday  next. 

NEW  BILL. 

PuBUO  LiBBARiBS  AcTS  (EXTENSION). — Bill  to  extend  the  Public  labraries  Acts 
to  counties,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr.  Bryce,  Sir  James- 
Rankin,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  Lloyd-Qeorge,  and  Mr.  Sumuel  Evans. 

PaUic  Libraries  Acts  (Extension)  Bill.—"  To  extend  the  Public  Libraries 

Acts  to  counties,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  23rd  February,  and  to  be  printed  [Bill  56.]   . .  1266 
Adjourned  at  half  after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  MONDAY,  15th  FEBRUARY,  1904. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Thb  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with : — 
Clyde  Valley  Electric  Power,  Lothians  Electric  Power,  Young  and  BelPs 
Patmts. 

And  also  the  certificates  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with ; — Weaton-super-Mare  Grand 
Pier  [h.l.];  Matlock  and  District  Gas  [h.l.];  Portmadoc,  Beddgelert, 
and  South  Snowdon  Railway  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Westefti  Railway  [h.l.]  ; 
Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Railways  [h.l.]. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    •  •  1257 
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Maiylebone  Chapels  (Saint  James,  Westmoreland  Street).  Petitiou  of 
the  hght  hon.  Robert  George  Windsor  Clive  Baron  Windsor,  and  of  the 
Reverend  William  Barker,  Sector  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Marylebone,  Trustees 

of  the  Chapel  of  Saint  James,  Westmoreland  Street,  praying  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  Chapel  of  Saint  James,  West- 
moreland Street,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith  ;  together  with 
copy  of  the  proposed  Bill  annexed  thereto ;  read,  and  referred  to  the  £x- 
a  arainers  1267 

Ilford  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Lothians  Electric  Power  Bill 
[n.L.].    Presented,  and  read  la.   1257 

Young  and  Bell's  Patents  Bill  [h.l.].  Presented  ;  read  la ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners   1267 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Weaver  Navigation 
(Constitution  and  Finance)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Withnell  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].    Read  2a  1257 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 
Trabe  Reports  (Annual  Sbbies).— No.  3121.   Egypt  (Trade,  1887-1902)  1257 

China,  No.  2  (1904). — Correspondence  respecting  t^e  Russian  occupation  of 
Manchurian  and  Newchwang  1258 

Irish  Land  Cohhission  (Proceedings). — Return  for  the  month  of  November, 

1903    1258 

Transvaal. — Further  correspondence  regarding  the  Transvaal  labour  question 
(in  continuation  of  [Cd.  1898],  February,  1904).  Presented  (by  Command) 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   1258 

Greenwich  Hospital  and  Travers  Foundation  (Capital  and  Income 
Accounts,  1902-1903). — Accounts  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the 
capital  and  of  the  income  derived  from  the  lands  and  other  property  held 
for  the  benefit  of  Greenwich  Hospital  and  the  foundation  of  Samuel  Travers, 
Esquire,  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1903,  together  with  the  Report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  thereon  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  1268 

Friendly  Societies,  Workuen's  Coupensation  Schemes,  Industrial  and 
Provident  Societies,  and  Trades  Unions. — Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies,  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  December,  1903  . .  1!^ 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  Fund  (Ireland)  (Non-Conqested  Districts). — 

Account  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  December,  1903    1268 

Greek  Loan  op  1832— Annual  Accunt  for  1903    1266 

Superannuation  (Professional  Quaufications).— Treasury  Minute,  dated 
30th  January,  1904,  declaring  that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  Inspector- General  in  Bankruptcy,  professional  or  other 
peculiar  quali6cations  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  on  the  Public  Service  are 
required.  Laid  before  l^e  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table  1268 

Address. 

The  King's  Answer  to  the  Address  of  Tuesday  the  2nd  instant  reported  ;  and 

the  Address  and  Answer  to  be  printed  and  published  1269 
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Wn>Hu-Wei — An  Unfounded  BnHouR. 

Earl  Syencer   1259 

The  SecrOary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  1269 

An  AIRS  OF  SODTH-EAflTEBX  EuBOPE— CONDITIO  H  OF  MACEDONIA. 

Lord  Newton   1269 

Moved,  "  That  au  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  for 
further  Papers  respecting  the  afiairs  of  South-Eastern  Europe." — 

(Lord  Newton.) 

The  Earl  of  lAfiton    1268 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen    12TC 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester    1279 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreit/n  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  1282 

Earl  Spencet    1289 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Case  of  Me.  MoColly. 

Ztfnl  Muskerry   1294 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne    1298' 


House  adjourned,  as  Seven  o'clook.^tiU  To  -morrow,  half-past  Ten 
o'cloclc. 


HOtJSB  OP  COMMONS:  MONDAY,  16th  FEBRUARY.  190!. 
The  Honse  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bill^. 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof. 
Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz.: — London,  Camberwell, 
and  Dulwich  Tramways  Bill;  North- Western  Electricity  and  Power  Gas 
Bill ;  Southend-on-Sea  Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time   129» 

Substituted  Bills  [IjORDs]  (Standing  Orders  Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  E  xaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That  in  respect  of  the  following  Bills  introduced  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visioos  of  The  Private  Iiegislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  and  which 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  had  directed  to  originate  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  thev  have  certified  that  the  Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  [Lord.s] ;  Lothians  Electric  Power 
[Lords]  ;  Toung  and  BelPs  Patents  [r^ords].    1299' 
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Bishop's  Stortford  and  District  Gas  Bill ;  Blyth  and  Cowpen  Gas  Bill ;  Cor- 
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mitted      1299 

Cheshire  ELEcrBicrrv  and  Power  Gas.  Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  204 
and  205  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  second  time.— (fAe 
ChairnMn  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  . .       . .       . .  1300 

Dumbarton  Tramways  Order  Oonflrmation  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed        . .       . .       . .       . .  . .       . .  . .       . .  1300 

Plymouth  and  North  Devon  Direct  Railway  (Abandounent)  BilL— Order 
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donment) Bill  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
read,  and  discharged.   Bill  withdrawn. — (Mr.  CaHwdl)  1300 

Education  Act,  I902.--Petition  from  Fife  and  Angus,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to 
He  upon  the  Table   1300 

Franchise  and  Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill. — Petition  of  the  Male 

Electors*  I^eague  for  Women's  Suffrage,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table . .  1300 

Lal,  Jewen. — ^Petition  of  Jewen  Lai,  for  inquiry  into  his  case  ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table   1300 

Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law  ;  from  Musselburgh  ; 
Dartmouth  ;  Sheffield  ;  Penmaenmawr  ;  Cilfynydd  ;  Titchfield  ;  Fareham ; 
Batley  ;  Margate  ;  Throckley  ;  Glasgow  ;  South  Manchester  ;  New  Quay 
(three) ;  Welch  Row  ;  North  Camberwell ;  North  West  Gloucestershire  ; 
Fishguard ;  Forfar ;  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbright ;  Coupar  Angus ;  Burton ; 
Northampton ;  and  East  Greenwich ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        . .       . .  1300 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Commons  (Inclosure  Awards). — Return  [presented  9th  Februarv]  to  be  printed. 

[No.  50.1    1301 

Ibish  Land  Commission  [Proceedings].— Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Proceed- 
ings during  the  month  of  November,  1903  [by  Command  | ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   1301 

Ska  and  Coast*  Fisheries  Fund  (Ireland)  (non-Congested  Districts). — 
Account  presented,  for  the  year  ended  Slst  December,  1903  fby  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  *      ..       ..  1301 

Transvaal. — Copy  presented,  of  further  correspondence  regarding  the  Transvaal 

Labour  Question  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       . .       . .  1301 

Greek  I«oan. — Account  presented,  up  to  Slst  December,  19(0  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  51.]   1301 
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Navy  {Appropriation  Account). — Copy  presented,  of  the  Appropriation 
Account  of  the  Navy  for  1902-3,  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  thereon,  and  upon  the  Store  Accounts  of  the  Navy  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  52.]  1301 

ARMY(Ai'PBOPRiATiON  Account).— Copy  presented,  of  the  Appropriation  Account 
for  1902-3,  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
thereon,  and  upon  the  Store  Accounts  of  the  Armv  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed,    [No.  63]    . .       . .'   1301 

Superannuation. — Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  30th  January, 
1904,  declaring  that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Inspector-General  in  Bankruptcy,  professional  or  other  peculiar 
qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the  Public  Service  are  re- 
quired [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1301 

Greenwich  Hospital  and  Travbbs'  Foundation.— Accounts  presented, 
for  the  year  ended  3lHt  March,  1903,  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  thereon  [bv  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  he  printed. 
[No.  54]    1301 

China  (No.  2,  1904). — Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  respecting  the  Russian 
occupation  of  Manchuria  and  Newchwang  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   *  1302 

Treaty  Series  (No.  2,  1904).— Copy  presented,  of  Convention  respecting  Pay- 
ment of  Li^t  and  Harbour  Dues  by  Vessels  of  the  United  States  in  Zanzibur. 
Signed  at  Washington,  5th  June,  1903.  Ratifications  exchanged  at  Wash- 
ington, 24th  December,  1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        . .  1^2 

Trade  Rkports  (Annual  Series). — Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  No.  3121  [by  Command]  ;  to  he  upon  t!ie  Table  1302 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House.- -Friendly  Societies, 
Workmen*8  Compensation  Schemes,  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies,  and 
Trades  Unions.  Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  55]  1302 

American  Mail  Service. ^Return  ordered,  "Showing  the  number  of  days, 
hours,  and  minutes  occupied  in  the  transit  of  the  Royal  Mails,  both  outward 
and  inward,  carried  during  the  year  1903  by  steamships  between  Queens- 
town  and  New  York,  between  Southampton  and  New  York,  and  also  be- 
tween New  York  and  ^ymouth.  The  Return  to  specify  the  names  of  the 
steamers,  and  to  indicate  by  asterisk  or  otherwise  those  not  carrying  Mails 
under  contract."— (Sir  John  Lctuj.)  "  ..       ..  1302 

Pauperism  {England  and  Wales)  (Halp-Yearly  STArEMRNxs). — Copy 
ordered,"  Of  Statement  of  the  number  of  Paupers  relievfd  on  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1904,  and  similar  statements  for  the  1st  day  of  July.  1904  (in 
conrinuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  109*  of  Session  1903)."— (Jl/r. 
Grant  iMWi'on)  1302 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  X'OTES. 

Sights  of  Guns  on  H.H.S.  "Venerable"  and  "Bahillss." — Question, 

Mr.  Hannsworth  (Gaithness-shire) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman        . .       . .  1303 

Adhibalty  Shipbuildinq  Proorahhb. — Question,  Mr.  Yerburgh  (Chester) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman  1303 
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Bdsihbss  of  the  House  (Kino's  Speech,  Motion  for  an  Address). — Ordered, 
That  the  Proceedings  on  the  King's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address),  if 
under  discussion  at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted  under 
the  Standing  Order  (Sittings  of  the  House).-— (Jtfr.  Setsrekuy  Akera  Doughs). 

KiNO*8  Sfsbch  (Motion  for  an  Address). — (Tenth  Day, — Order  read,  for  resu- 
ming adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question 
[2nd  February],  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as 
foUoweth  : — 


"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament."— (J*'*  Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  *  But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective  de 
liberation  on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting 
declarations  from  Youi  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit 
to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  the  House  that  the  removal  of  pro- 
tective duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced  to  the 
vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare 
of  its  population  ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs  of  social 
improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  partiouUirly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people, 
would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and 
well-being '  "—(Mr.  /oAn  Morley.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 


And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  (?lock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned 
till  iAda  Evening  Sitting.    ^  . 


printed.   [Bill  61] 
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Most  Graciow  Sovereign  — 


Sir  Howard  Vitusent  {Sheffield,  Central)  . . 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)    . . 

Mr.  Elliot  {Durham)   

Sir  A.  Scale  Haslam  (NetocasUe-under-I^fne)    . . 

Mr.  Asquith  {Fifeshire,  £.)   

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Wffndham,  Dover) 
Mr.  Rea  {Oloucester)   
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EVENING  SITTING. 

Kino's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address). — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to  Main  Question  [2nd  February], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  foUoweth  : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  hnmble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament." — {Mr.  Hardy.) 


Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  '  But  it  is  our  duty 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  effective  de- 
liberation on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is  impaired  by  conflicting 
declarations  from  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit 
to  Your  Majesty  judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of  the 
protective  duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  conduced 
to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the 
welfare  of  its  population  ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs 
of  social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  pro- 
tective duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the 
people,  would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  contentment, 
and  wel!-being.'  " — {Mr.  John  Morley.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added.'* 


Mr.  Rea   1408 

Mr.  Guest  {Plymouth)   1410 

Mr.  Charles  McArthur  {Liverpool,  Exchange)  ..       . .       . .  1414 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  {Lancashire,  Raddiffe)    ..       . .       . .       . .  1417 

Mr.  John  Redmond  (WaUrford)  1421 

Svr  E.  Cam-pbdl-Bannerman  {Stirling  Burghs)    ..       . .       . .       .  ■  1426 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Alcers  Dou^as, 

Keat,  St.  AugusMs)   1438 


Qneslaon  put. 

The  Honse  divided :— Ayes,  276 ;  Noes,  327.   (Division  List,  No.  2.) 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,"  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned,"— 
(Mr.  Heiheri  Samud)  put  and  agreed  to. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


PuBUC  Petitions. — Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  Petitions  presented  to  the  House,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  such  as  relate  to  Private  Bills  ;  and  tiiat  such  Committee  do  class^ 
and  prepare  abstracts  of  the  same,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  shall  appear 
to  them  best  suited  to  convey  to  the  House  all  requisite  information  respect- 
ing ^eir  contents,  and  do  report  the  same  from  time  to  time  to  the  House ; 
and  that  the  xeporti  of  the  Committee  do  let  forth  the  number  of  sieiatwM  i 

Digitized  by  VjOOy  L 


clxxxii  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Feb.  15.]  Page 

to  each  Petition  only  in  lespect  to  those  signatures  to  which  addresses  are 
affixed : — And  that  such  Committee  have  power  to  direct  the  printing  in 
extenao  of  such  petitions,  or  of  such  parts  of  Petitions,  as  shall  appear  to 
requireit.  And  that  such  Committee  have  power  to  report  their  opinion 
and  obserrations  thereupon  to  the  House. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated  of  Mr.  Alsopp,  Mr.  Edward 
Barry,  Sir  Mancherjee  Bhownaggree,  Mr.  Brymer,  Sir  Charles  Dal- 
rvmple,  Colonel  Kenyon-Slaney,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  Sir  Henry  Meysey- 
f  hompson,  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Pbilipps,  Mr. 
ToUemache,  Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby,  and  Mr.  Henry  Joseph  Wilson.  1451 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum.— {(S*r  A.  Adand-Hood.) 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  TUESDAY,  lera  FEBRUARY,  1904. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  LoBD  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bilb  have 
been  complied  with : — Barnard  Castle  Gas  [h.l.]  ;  Cardiff  Railway 

[H.L.] 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  appUcable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  been  complied  wit^ : — Bristol  Tramways  (Exten- 
sion). 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill  have  been  complied  with:---Oovau  Burgh  (Klectiicity). 
The  same  were  ordered  to  tie  on  tbe  Table  1 453 

Olyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  BUI  [h.l.]  Presented ;  read  1* ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners   1453 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  West  Riding  Tramways  BUI 
[H.L.] ;  Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tynemouth  Gaa  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Neath, 
Pontudawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tyneside  Tramways  and 
Tramroads  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Harlow  and 
Sawbridgeworth  Gas  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  Ac.)  Bill 
[H.L.].    Read  2".  1453 

Dnmbarton  Tramways  Order  Oonfirmation  BilL— Brought  from  the 
Commons  ;  read  1*  ;  to  be  printed,  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have  been  read  2*  [The  Lord 
Kintoie  {E.  Kintore)  ],  and  reported  from  the  Cktmmittee.   (No.  12.)        . .  1463 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

CoLONps  (Miscellaneous).— No.  26  Northern  Nigeria.  Report  on  a  series  of 
mineral  and  vegetable  products  from  Northern  Nigeria,  by  Professor  W. 
R.  Dunstan,  Director  of  the  Imperial  Institute   1453 

Africa,  No.  S  (1904). — Correspondence  respecting  the  introduction  of  Chinese 

labour  into  the  Transvaal   -^^^.^i/^  1464 
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Treaty  Seribs,  No.  3  (1904).— Agreement  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Italy  providing  for  the  settlement  by  arbitration  of  certain  classes  of  questions 
which  may  arise  between  the  two  Governments ;  signed  at  Rome,  1st 
Febmary,  1904. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       . .       . .  1454 

Chelsea  Hospital  (Aemy  Prize  Money  and  Legacy  Funds,  1903-1903.).— 
Account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Commissioners  of  Chelsea 
Hospital  (for  services  other  than  those  voted  by  Parliament),  in  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1903 ;  together  with  the  report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  thereon  1454 

Trustee  SAYisas  Banks.— Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Inspection  Committee  of  Trustee  Savings  Banks,  for  the  year  ended  20th 
November,  1903 ;  with  appendix. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


Table    145. 

Sir  John  Soane's  Museuu. — Statement  of  the  funds,  5th  January,  1904.  De- 
livered (pnisnant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   1464 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill  [h.l.].   [Second  Bbadinq.] 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  {The  Sad  of  Ondmu)  . .       . .  145 1 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*.— {JTAe  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

Lord  Heneage     1461 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Railway  Rates  on  Milk  and  Agricultural  Produce. 

The  Barl  of  Lichfidd    1462 

Lord  Moiaeagle  of  Brandon    1466 

The  Earl  of  OnsUm    1467 

The  Case  of  Captain  Harrison. 

LordMmkerry    1469 

Lord  Wolverton    1469 

The  Stranding  op  the  "  Isle  of  Lewis  "  "  Deuhbain  " 

Lord  MusJcerry    146» 

Lord  Wolverton    1470 


House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past  Elve  o'clock  to  Thursday  next, 
half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  TUESDAY,  16th  FEBRUABY,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Comubd  With).  Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof, 
Standing  Older  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz. :— Crystal  Palace  District 
Gas  Bill ;  Great  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Mullingar,  Kells,  and  Drogheda 
Railway  BilL  Ozdered.  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time      . .       . .  HI 
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Privatk  Bills  (Standing  Obder  63  Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof, 
Standing  Order  No.  63  has  been  compUed  with,  viz. : — Brixham  Gas  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  1471 

Substituted  Bill  P^ords]  (Standing  Orders  Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That  in  respect  of  the  following  Bill  introduced  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  and  which 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  had  directed  to  originate  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  he  has  certified  that  the  Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  with, 
viz.,— Govan  Burgh  (Electricity)  (Substituted)  Bill  [Lords]         . .       . .  H71 

Private  Bill  Pbtttzons  (Standing  Orders  not  Gohplied  with). — Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petilaons 

for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Petitions  for  the  following  Bills,  the 
Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz. : — ^London  United  Tram- 
ways ;  London  United  Tramways  (Railways) ;  Middlesboroogh,  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  and  Thomaby  Tramways. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Ckimmittee  on 
Standing  Orders  1471 

Pbitatb  Bill  [Lords]. — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  respect  of  the  Bills  com- 
prised in  tike  List  reported  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as  intended 
to  originate  in  the  Itouae  of  Lords,  he  has  certified  that  the  Standing  Orders 
have  not  been  compUed  with  in  the  following  case,  viz. : — Bristol  Tramways 
Extensions)   H71 

Private  Bill  PETmoNs  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Cohpued  with). — Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bilk,  That  in  tlie  case  of  tha  Petition  for  the  following  Bill,  ' 
originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  compUed  with, 
viz. : — Bristol  Tramways  (Extensions). 

Ordered.  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders    . .       . .   1472 

Ohippenham  Oas  Bill ;  Cohiey  Hatch  Gas  Bill ;  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend 

Railway  Bill.   Read  a  second  time,  and  committed   147'2 

Bickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  7aUey  Water  Bill.-  To  be  read  a  second 

time  to-morrow   147? 

Donegal  Railway  Bill  (by  Order).— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed   . .  1472 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Hillingdon  East)  Provisional  Order. — 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Scheme  with  respect  to  Norman's  or  No  Man's  Land,  Hilling- 
don, East,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  f'ellowes  and  Mr.  Victor 
Cavendish        ..   1472 

Metropolitan  Ck>MH0N  Scheme  (Farnhobough)  Provisionai.  Order.— Bill  to 
confirm  an  amended  Scheme  with  respect  to  f*amborough  Common,  Broad 
Street  Green,  Leach's  Oreen,  and  Green  Street  Green,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  FellowM  and  Mr.  Tiotor  Oaveadish   1478 
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Metropolitan  Oommon  Scheme  (HiUingdon  East)  Proviaional  Order 
Bill. — "  To  confirm  a  Scheme  with  respect  to  Norman's  or  No  Man's  Land, 
HiUingdon,  East,"  presented  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  62]     . .  1472 

MetroFpolltait  Oommon  Scheme  (Farnborongh)  ProTisioDal  Order  Bill.— 

"  To  confirm  an  amended  Scheme  wiUi  respect  to  Famborough  Common, 
Broad  Street  Green,  Leach's  Green,  and  Green  Street  Green,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 


Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Stockton-on- 
Tees  ;  Armadale  ;  Cynog  ;  Samybridge  ;  Southend  on  Sea  ;  Hay  ;  Goshen  ; 
Lower  Mont ;  Bradford  ;  Wellingborough  ;  Macclesfield  ;  Rotherham  ; 
Churchill,  Nottingham ;  Clifton  ;  Ashton  ;  Ashton  under  Lyne  (two) ; 
Inverarj  ;  Oldham  ;  Ayr  ;  Beaumaris  ;  Oban  ;  Rugby  ;  Erith  ;  Dartford 
(two) ;  Leicester  (three) ;  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  Corwen  ;  Limehouse  ;  Grass- 
moor  ;  New  Houghton ;  Bfansfield ;  Mansfield  Woodhouse ;  Sherwood 
Forest ;  Faynton  ;  North  Petherton ;  Manchester ;  Bo'neas ;  Bathgates ; 
Boacombe  ;  Elsecar  ;  Hoyland  Common  ;  Brynmawr  ;  Beaufort ;  Garth  ; 
Llanwrtyd  ;  Rhesyear ;  Newtown  ;  Philipstoun  ;  Fauldhouse ;  Chelsea 
(two) ;  Ireston ;  Erith  ;  Preston  ;  Cwmtwrch  ;  Irvine  ;  Bath  ;  Bridgwater  ; 
Openshaw  ;  Norwood  ;  Ecclesfield  ;  Clun  ;  Blackridge ;  Burnley  ! 
Winchburgh  ;  Freesall ;  Brandeston  ;  Uddingstone  ;  Harthill ;  Tulse 
Hill  and  Norwood  ;  Maesffynon  ;  Pencae  ^  Abermeurig  ;  Wern  ;  Peniel ; 
Tibshelf  ;  Aber ;  Borth  ;  Blaenpennal ;  Stapleford  ;  Tliomton  Heath ; 
Blaenanerch ;  Chatham  (two) ;  Holm  ;  Birkenhead ;  Penihiw ;  Lampeter ; 
Brynseion  ;  Dewi  Brefi;  Bwlchyllan  ;  Llechryd ;  Pontsaeson  ;  Plymouth  ; 
Aberayron  ;  Nuneaton  ;  Hednseford  ;  Seaton  Delaval ;  Leslie  ;  Necton  ; 
Ponteroyd ;  Aberarth  (two) ;  Boomemonth ;  Wigan  (two) ;  and  Swansea  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table   1473 


Chelsea  Hospttal. — Account  presented,  for  the  year  ended  Slat  March,  1903, 
with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  thereon  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  56]   . ,       . .       , ,       . .  1473 

Akhy  (Ordnance  Factories)  (Appropriation  Account). — Appropriation 
Account  presented,  of  the  sums  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  expense  of  the 
Ordnance  Factories,  the  cost  of  the  productions  of  which  have  been  charged 
to  the  Army,  Kavy,  and  Indian  and  Colonial  Governments,  etc.,  and  the 
Statement  of  the  Surpluses  and  D^cits  upon  the  Grants  for  the  year  ended 
Slst  March,  1903,  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General  Uiereon  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed,   p^o,  57]  1473 

TsusTEE  Savinos  Banks. — Copy  presented,  of  Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Inspection  Committee  for  the  year  ended  20th  November, 
1903,  with  Appendix  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  58]  U74 

IsisH  Land  Commission  (Proceedinos). — Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Pro- 
ceedinn  during  the  mouth  of  December,  1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 


Bills,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  63] 


1472 
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InBBUns  4cTB.  1879  to  1899  (Bbgvlatioxs)  (IaBLAin»).— Copy  pnecoted, 
ol  B^;nIation8  for  State  Inebriate  Reformatones  in  beland  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  1474 


Tbeatt  Series  (Ko.  3,  1904). — Copy  presented,  of  Agreement  between  tiie 
United  Kingdom  and  Italy,  ]»oviding  for  the  settlement  by  Arbitration  of 
certain  classes  of  questions  which  may  arise  betveen  the  two  Governments. 
Signed  at  Rome,  Ist  February.  1904  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .  1474 

Tariff  Wabs  (Commercial,  No.  1,  1904). — Copy  presented,  of  Reports  on 
Tariff  Wars  between  certain  European  States  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 


the  Table  1474 

ArsiCA  (No.  2, 1904).— Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  the  Somaliland  Frotectoiate  for  the  year  1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
I,     upon  the  Table  1474 

Apbica  (No.  3,  1904). — Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  respecting  the  intro- 
duction of  Chinese  Labour  into  the  Transvaal  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1474 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Tbadb  Cormebs — Ahenduent  of  Gamino  Act. — Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dubhn, 

St.  Patrick) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  1475 

Refusals  of  Publicans'  Licences. — Question,  Mr.  Corbett  (Glasgow,  Trades- 
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King's  Speecih  (Motion  for  an  Address) — (Eleventh  Day). — Order  read, 
for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Blajesty,  as  followetih : — 

"  MoU  Oraeious  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutifal  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  Uie 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  botii  HonseB  of  Parlia' 
ment"— (ifr.  Hardy.) 

Question  Agpin  pioposed, 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  (YorJuJUre,  Cleveland)   1001 

Major  Sedy  (Tde  of  Wight)  1523 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  *  And  we  humbly 
represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  it  i»  highly  inexpedient  that  sanction 
should  be  given  to  any  Ordinance  permitting  the  introduction  of  inden- 
tured Chinese  labourers  into  the  Transvaal  Colony  until  the  approval  of 
the  colonists  has  been  formally  ascertained.*  " — {Mr.  Herbert  Samuel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  thrae  added.** 

The  Secretary  of  StaU  for  the  Colonue  {Mr.  LytUitm,  Warwick  and 


Leamin0on)   1633 

Mr.  Sydney  Burton  {Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)  1554 

Mr,  Martin  (Woroesterthire,  DroUwieh)  1560 

Dr.  Maenamara  {CattAeneeU,  iV.)  . .   IWl 


And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  tike  Clock,  the  debate  stood 
adjourned  till  this  Eveniug^s  Sitting. 
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EVSNINQ  SITTING. 


KiHO*8  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Aodbbss). — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [16th  February]  to  BAain  Question  [2nd  February], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  as  foUoweth  : — 

**  Jfost  Graeiotta  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commont) 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addre»ed  to  bo^  Houses  of 
Parliament."— (Mr.  Hartfy.) 

Which  Amendment  was— 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words — *  ^nd  we  humbly 
represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  it  is  highly  inexpedient  that  sanction 
should  be  given  to  any  Ordinance  permitting  tiie  introduction  of  inden- 
tured  Chinese  labourers  into  the  Transvaal  Colony  until  the  approval 
of  ate  cotonuts  has  been  formally  ascertained.*  " — {Mr.  Herbert  Samud.) 

Question  agt»in  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added.'* 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
{Mr.  Malcolm) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts  Ahendhbnt  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and 


Mr.  Duke  {PlymouLh) 
Mr.  Broadhurst  (Leicester)  . . 
Mr.  CuH  {Southwark,  Bermondsey) 
Mr.  Lahouc^e  {NorthampUm) 


1667 
1574 
1580 
1594 


committed  for  to-morrow. 


1600 


Adjourned  at  three  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 
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{AUTHORISED  EBITIOJV) 

IN  THE 

J  FIFTB  SESSION  OF  the  TWENTY-SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT  or  the 
^  United  Kihcomm  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND^  in  the 

:i  Fourth  Ykak  of  the  Beign  of 

I  HIS   MAJESTY   KING   EDWARD  VII. 

f  — = —  - 
I  FIRST  VOLUME  OF  SESSION. 

1   


^  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

I. 

^  Tuetday,  %nd  Febrmrp,  1904. 

«   

THE  KING'S  SPEECH. 

I  The  Emo.  being  seated  on  the  Throne, 
^  and  the  Commoos  bein^  at  the  Bar  with 
^  thm  Speaker,  His  Majesty  was  pleased 
I  to  make  a  most  gracious  Speech  to  both 
I  Hoases  of  Parliament,  and  then  retired, 
s 

^    His  BIajest7*s  Speech  was  as  follows — 

^    My  Lords  and  Omtlemen— 

Kj  relations  with  Foreign  Powers  con- 
*^  tinne  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  character. 
I    Hy  CtoTeroment  has  conoladnl  with 
that  of  the  French  Republic  an  Agree- 
:  ment  which  will,  I  trust,  do  much  to 
^  promote  the  recourse  to  arbitration  in 
cases  (d  international  dispute.  Apart 
from  its  intrinsic  yalue,  the  Agreement 
afiotds   a  happy  illustration  of  the 
friendly  feelings  prevailing  between  the 
tro  Ck>untrieB,  of  which  striking  proofs 
were  given  daring  My  visit  to  Fnuice 
and  that  of  the  President  of  the  French 
Republic  to  Great  Britain,  and  of  which 
further  evidence  has  been  furnished  by 
a  recent   exchange   of  international 
coortenes. 
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Similar  Agreements  are  in  process  of, 
negotiation  with  the  Oovemments  of 
Italy  and  the  Netherlands. 

An  Agreement  has  been  concluded 
between  My  Government  and  that  o 
Portugal  for  the  settlement  by  arbitra* 
tion  of  the  frontier  line  between  the 
possessions  of  Portugal  in  South-West 
Africa  and  die  territory  of  the  Barotse 
Kingdom.  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Italy  has  been  pleased  to  accept  the 
office  of  Arbitrator. 

The  Tribunal  appointed  under  t^e 
Convention  concluded  on  the  3rd  March 
last  between  My  Government  and  that 
of  the  United  States  has  given  a  decision 
on  the  points  referred  to  it.  On  some 
of  these  the  verdict  has  been  favourable 
to  British  claims ;  on  others  it  has  been 
adverse.  Much  as  this  last  circumstance 
is  to  be  deplored,  it  must,  nevertheless, 
be  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the 
misunderstandings,  in  which  ancient 
Boundary  Treaties,  made  in  ignorance  of 
geographical  facts,  are  so  fertile,  have  in 
this  case  been  finally  removed  from  the 
field  of  controversy.  * 

The  military  operations  in  Somaliland 
'  are  being  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as 
difficulties  of  climate  and  trwsport  will 
permit.   The  successes  recentl]M>btained 
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3  Address  in  Reply  to 

by  My  troops  und^  General  EgertoD 
will  materially  contiibute  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Mullah's  power  and  the  con- 
sequent pacification  of  the  country.  I 
have  leceived  cmdial  oo-operation  from 
the  Italian  Govenunent,  and  fr(nn  the 
EmpeioT  Ifenelik  of  Abyssinia,  who  has 
organised  a  f(nce  vhich,  by  advancing 
from  the  west,  will,  it  is  hoped,  materi- 
ally assist  the  movement  now  in  pro- 
gress. 

I  have  watched  with  concern  the 
course  of  the  negotiations  between  the 
Qovernments  of  Japan  and  Russia  in 
regard  to  their  respective  interests  in 
China  and  Corea.  A  disturbance  of  the 
peace  in  those  regions  could  not  but 
have  deplorable  consequences.  Any  as- 
sistance which  My  Government  can  use- 
fully render  towards  the  promotion  of  a 
pacific  solution  will  be  gladly  afforded. 

The  scheme  of  Macedonian  reforms  pro- 
posed in  February  last  by  the  Russian 
and  Austro-Hungarian  Governments,  with 
tJie  concurrence  of  the  other  Powers  Sig- 
natories of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  has  been 
improved  and  strengthened  in  several 
important  particulars.  The  '  revised 
scheme  has  been  concurred  in  by  the 
other  Powers,  and  accepted,  after  a 
regrettable  delay,  by  the  Porte.  The 
winter  has  brought  a  cessation  in  the 
disturbances  which  prevailed  throughout 
Macedonia  during  the  greater  part  of 
last  year ;  and  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped 
that  advantage  will  be  taken  of  this 
respite  in  wder  to  carry  out  those  prac- 
tical measures  of  amelioration  which  are 
so  sorely  needed  in  these  unhappy 
regions. 

I^Amongst  these  measures  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  Macedonian  Gendarmerie 
deserves  a  prominent  place.  I  note  with 
satisfaction  that  His  Majesty  the  Saltan 
has  appointed  a  distinguished  (General 
Officer  of  the  Italian  Army  to  take 
charge  of  tbis  reform.  He  is  to  be  as- 
sisted in  the  discharge  of  his  task  by 
other  officera  appointed  by  the  Powers, 
and  I  have  authorised  the  employment 
of  a  Staff  Officer  of  My  Army,  aided  by 
other  British  Officers,  for  this  purpose. 

I  am  gratified  to  observe  that  the 
Legislatures  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia  and  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand 
have  passed  laws  giving  effect  to  the 
Naval  Agreements  entered  into  at  the 


ike  King's  Speech.  4 

Colonial  Conference  of  1902,  under  which 
they  assume  a  larger  share  than  hereto- 
fore in  the  general  Scheme  of  Imperial 
Defence.  The  New  Zealand  LegiBlatore 
has  also  sanctioned  a  TarifE  which  gives 
a  preference  in  its  marirets  to  the  produce 
of  this  Country. 

The  insufficiency  of  the  supply  of  the 
raw  material  upon  which  the  great  cottoD 
industry  of  this  Country  depends  has 
inspired  Me  with  deep  concern.  I  trost 
that  the  efforts  which  are  being  made  in 
various  parts  of  My  Empire  to  increase 
the  area  under  cultivation  may  be  at- 
tended with  a  large  measure  oS  success. 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  Chinese 
Government,  a  Political  Mission  has 
entered  Thibetan  territory  in  order  to 
secure  the  due  observance  of  the  Con- 
vention of  1890  relating  to  Sikkim  and 
Thibet.  A  Chinese  official  has  been 
despatched  from  Pekin  to  meet  it,  and 
I  trust  that  an  arrangement  may  be  ar- 
rived at  with  the  Chinese  and  Thibetan 
authorities  which  will  peacefully  remove 
a  constant  source  of  difficulty  and  friction 
on  the  northffln  frontier  of  My  Indian 
Empire,  Papers  on  the  snbject  will  be 
laid  before  yon. 

OetUlemmi  of  the  House  of  Commons^ — 

The  Estimates  for  the  year  will  be  laid 
before  you.  Although  they  have  been 
framed  with  the  utmost  desire  for 
economy,  the  burden  imposed  on  the 
resources  of  the  Country  by  the  neces- 
sities of  Naval  and  Military  Defence  is 
undoubtedly  serious.  The  possibility  of 
diminishii^  tiiis  burden  is  being  care- 
fully considered  in  connection  with  the 
general  problem  of  Army  and  War  Office 
Reform. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ — 

A  measure  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  the  evils  consequent  on  the  Immi' 
gration  of  Criminal  and  Destitute  Aliens 
into  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  laid 
before  you. 

A  Bill  amending  the  Law  with  reject 
to  Licences  for  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  : 
LiquOTS  in  England  will  be  submitted  to  i 
you. 

A  measure  for  the  Amendment  of 
the  Law  with  respect  to  Valuation 
Authorities  and  the  Preparation  of 
Valuation  Lists  will  be  introduced. 
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A  Bill  to  Amwd  the  Laws  relating 
to  Eduoatitm  in  Scotland  has  been  pre- 
pared lor  your  ctmsideTation. 

A  measure  will  be  introduced  to 
Amend  the  Labooreis  Acts  and  t^e 
Housing  of  the  Working  CHasses  Act  in 
Ireland. 

Proposals  will  be  laid  before  you 
for  Amending  the  W  orkmen's  Compensa- 
tion Acts,  for  Amending  the  Law  relat- 
ing to  Public  Health,  for  dealing  with 
tiie  Honrs  of  Employment  in  Shops,  for 
Consolidating  the  Enactments  relating 
to  Naval  Prizes  of  War,  for  removing, 
after  the  termination  of  the  present 
Parliament,  the  necessity  for  Re-election 
in  the  case  of  Acceptance  of  Office  by 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for 
Snpplementing  the  Powers  of  the  Con- 
gested  Districts  Board  in  Scotland,  and 
ioi  Amending  the  Law  relating  to  Sea 
Fisheries. 

I  commend  your  deliberations  to  the 
care  and  guidance  of  Almighty  God. 

NBW  PSERS  INTRODUCED. 


Sir  Ughtred  James  Eay-Shuttleworth, 
Barcmet,  having  been  created  Baron 
Shnttleworth  of  Gawthorpe,  in  the 
County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  was  (in 
Uie  usual  manner)  introduced. 

Geo^e  Forrest,  Lord  Bishop  of  Bristol, 
was  (in  the  usoal  manneo:)  introdnoed. 


SAT  FIRST. 


The  Earl  Fitrwilliam  sat  first  in  Parlia- 
ment after  tbe  death  of  his  grandfather. 

The  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  sat  first 
in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his 
brother. 

The  Bfarqtiess  of  Salisbury  sat  first  in 
Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS. 

Norroy,  King  of  Arms,  attending, 
delivered  at  we  Table  (in  the  usual 
manner)  a  List  of  the  Lords  Temporal  in 
the  Fifth  Session  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


SELECT  VESTRIES. 
Bill,  pro  forma,  read  1*. 


ADDRESS  IN  REPLY  TO  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
MOST  QRACTOUS  SPEECH. 

•Earl  FITZWILLUM  :  My  Lords,  in 
rising  to  address  your  Lordships'  House 
for  the  first  time,  I  venture  to  express  a 
hope  that  I  may  be  accorded  that  con- 
sideration which  is  so  often  extended  to 
those  who  find  themselves  in  my  position. 
Your  Lordships  will  have  noticed  that 
the  opening  paragraph  of  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  has  been  read  froqi  the 
Throne,  contains  the  now  happily  usual 
announcement  that  our  relations  with 
foreign  countries  continue  to  be  friendly. 
Surely  at  no  time  has  this  familiar  phrase 
to  be  repeated  with  more  satisfaction 
than  at  the  present  moment,  when  the 
omission  of  it  would  spell  all  that  your 
Lordships*  House  do  not  desire,  and  per- 
haps give  a  difficult  and  uncongenial  task 
to  the  mover  of  this  Address. 

Your  Lordships  will  have  noticed  with 
much  satisfaction  the  announcement  of 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  arbitration 
with  France.    The  principle  of  arbitra- 
tion is  one  which  will  always  conuuend 
itself  to  this  House.    There  is,  my  Lords, 
perhaps  no  nation  with  which  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  for  as  to  enter 
into  Articles  of  Arbitrament  than  with 
our  nearest  neighbours.    In  the  treaty 
recently  concluded  with  the  French  Re- 
public, the  principle  of  arbitration  is 
affirmed,  subject  to  reservations  which, 
if  they  limit  the  scope  of  the  Agreement, 
do  so  in  a  manner  which  prudence  no 
doubt  requires.    The  treaty  proceeds 
upon  business  lines.   It  lays  down,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  those  matters 
which  it  has  not  been  found  posdble  for 
the  contracting  parties  to  settle  by 
diplomacy  shaU  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained ;  and,  secondly,  that  a  special 
Agreement  in  each  case  shall  set  out 
clearly  the   matters  in  dispute,  and 
also  the  scope  of  the  powers  of  the 
arbitrators.   Great  Britain  and  France 
have  naturally  availed  themselves  of  the 
Hague  Tribunal  as  an  Arbitral  Court 
for  t^e  purposes  of  the  treaty,  and  it 
becomes   clear  that   that  Court,  the 
institution  of  which  we  owe  to  the 
humane  instincts    and   peaceful  en- 
deavours of  the  Czar,  is  destined  to  have 
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important  uses  in  the  futuie.  Hy 
Lfwds,  everything  which  tends  to  a 
better  understanding  with  France  must 
inevitably  appeal  to  your  Lordships. 
As  the  representative  of  th^  French 
Republic  at  this  Court  has  Bidd  eo  well 
lately —  j; 

"The  bnsinesa  reUtiota  of  the  two  coontrieB 
axe  80  impcNTtant  ibat  it  would  be  abfitud  to 
allow  anythin;;  to  cause  a  rupture  of  tbem." 

The  Treaty  to  which  I  have  alluded 
may  be  a  very  great  or  etriking 
departure,  but  at  least  it  is  a  step  in 
the  fight  direction,  and  may  prove 
valuable  as  a  means  of  avoiding  the 
irritation  consequent  on  the  discussion 
of  questions  in  which  neither  party 
■eea  its  way  to  arrive  at  a  settlement. 

Hy  Lords,  while  in  this  time  of  i 
tension  our  minds  are  drawn  to  the 
events  now  taking  place  in  the  China 
Seas,  we  cannot  pass  over  without  due 
reflection  those  occurrences  in  the  Near 
East  which  durii^  the  past  few  months 
have  seemed  to  portend  such  grave 
possibilities.  With  reference  to  that 
paragraph  in  the  Speech  which  deals 
with  the  reforms  fOTUiulated  by  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Russia,  acting  in  this 
matter  in  the  name  of  all  the  Signatories 
of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  the  corres- 
pondence shows  that  while  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  willing 
to  give  their  assent  to  the  proposals 


readily  realise  that  the  better  adminis- 
tration of  Macedonia  constitutes  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  maintenance  oi 
European  tranquillity,  and  it  is  our  duty 
and  our  interest  to  express  an  earnest 
hope  that  the  measures  reoonmiended  by 
Russia  and  Austria-Hungary  may  prove 
to  have  in  them  that  which  is  essential 
to  the  good  ffovemmrat  of  the  races 
subject  to  the  Porte. 

Aa  regards  Ihibet,  the  House  is  aware 
that  last  autumn  a  mission,  with  an 
escort  to  secure  its  safety,  was  des- 
patched by  the  Qovemment  of  India  to 
meet  Thibetan  and  Chinese  officials,  with 
a  view  to  securing  the  future  observance 
of  the  Articles  of  the  Convention  of 
1890,  and  the  trade  regulations  arranged 
under  Article  IV.  of  that  Convention. 
Ihe  policy  involved  in  the  mission,  I 
need  scarcely  assure  your  Lordships, 
is  not  to  acquire  territory,  neither  is  it 
conceived  in  any  aggressive  spirit.  The 
object  in  view  is  to  obtain  assurances 
that  treaty  obligations  will  be  observed 
and  that  enczoachmoit  may, not  be 
renewed.  I  would  recall  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  we  have  formerly  had  occasion 
to  complain  of  aggression  on  the  part  of 
the  Thibetans.  I  refer  to  the  invasion 
by  them  of  Sikkim  in  1886.  An  aggress- 
ive attitude  has  again  been  adopted. 
Our  representative  has  been  tre&tedwith 
insolence;  boundaries  have  been  ignored; 


which  these  Powers  have  put  forward  i  treaty  obligations  have  been  ignored. 


for  a  settlement  of  the  difficult  state 
of  affairs  which  has  arisen,  they  have 
from  the  first  regarded  them  as  a 
minimum.  In  view  of  the  approach 
of  the  season  when  the  climate  will  no 
longer  offer  an  obstacle  to  military 
operations,  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped 


Your  Lordships  will  easily  recognise 
that  His  Bfajesty's  Government  have 
had  no  alternative  but  to  seek  and  to 
insist  on  reparation.  It  is  well  known 
to  this  House  how  necessary — how 
essential  it  is  in  the  East  that  we  should 
claim    and  maintain    rights  which 


that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  giving  effect  |  belong  to  us  as  the  fraits  of  fair 
to  the  necessary  measures.  In  the  ^  negotiation,  and  never  for  a  moment 
case  of  these  reforms  not  proving  i  tolerate  that  our  representative  should 
effectual,  it  is  not  beyond  the  scope !  be  treated  lightly,  far  less  subjected  to 
of  the  Governments  concerned  to  suggest  indignity. 


other  remedies.  Indeed,  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment    have    specially  reserved 
to   themselves    the    power    of  sug- 
gesting further    leframs.      I  would 
especially     invite    your  Lordships' 
attention  to   the  project    of   a   re- 1 
oi^anised  gendarmerie  under  a  General  of  i 
foreign  nationality,  in  the  service  of  the  [ 
Imperial  Ottoman  Government,  to  whom 
miUtaxy  officers ^of  the; Great  Powers 
will  be  attached.   YonrLcrdships  will  J 

Earl  Fitzwilliam, 


The  next  subject  which  claims  the 
attention  of  your  Lordships  refers  to 
our  colonies.  The  House  is  aware  that 
for  many  years  past  our  Australasian 
Colonies — true  to  their  inherent  instincts 
of  loyalty — have  not  allowed  us  to  be 
alone  in  our  maintenance  of  an  Imperial 
Navy.  But  that  which  has  been  deemed 
by  them  in  the  past  to  be  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  is  now  found  not  to  be 
adequate  to  their  BeU;imposed  duty. 
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and  we  observe — and  observe,  my  Lords, 
I  dunk  with  great  pride — that  our 
colonin  on  anzioos  and  willing  to 
iaoBBMe  thttr  material  support  to  tdie 
Nary.  'Whereas  Australia  and  New 
ZsaUnd  beffve  tiiis  date  have  only 
jointly  contributed  £126,000,  they  have 
now  i^reed  to  double  their  contribution. 
The  mention  of  New  Zealand,  that 
Colony  whose  watchword  is  "Forward" 
in  all  that  is  patriotic,  leads  me  to  ask 
permisuon  here  to  advert  to  another 
striking  proof  of  the  Imperial  mind  of 
that  Omcmy.  I  refer  to  tiie  Act  passed 
in  November  last  in  the  Colonial  Legis- 
lature for  the  purpose  of  enoour^ing 
trade  within  the  Briti^  Empire.  That 
Act  imposed  duties  of  a  very  substantial 
amount  upon  foreign  imported  goods, 
and  in  one  case — that  ai  tea — entirely 
remitted  the  duty  on  that  commodity 
when  grown  within  the  British  dominions, 
whilst  placing  an  additional  equivalent 
daty  on  the  foreign  grown  article.  ^ 

Hy  Lords,  it  has  been  truly  said  that 
times  change  and  we  change  with  them, 
and  I  would  ask  your  Lordships  to 
consider  the  application  of  the  aphorism 
to  our  own  case.  For  during  the  reigns 
of  two  Sovereigns  the  populations  and 
necessities  of  tiiese  Islands  have  waxed 
and  multiplied  so  exceedingly  that  pro- 
bably th<»e  who  formerly  saw  a  suffi- 
ciency of  existence  within  the  area  of 
these  Islands  would  surely  now,  under 
changed  and  magnified  conditi<m8,  share 
with  us  what  has  been  so  aptly  described 
as  "  the  dream  of  Empire."  That 
dream,  my  Lords,  has  not  been  a  dream 
which  has  been  dissipated  with  the 
dawning  day,  iot,  unlike  most  dreams,  it 
baa  fonnd  ite  realisation,  and  to-day  it 
must  be  acknowledged  by  all  subject  to 
this  Crown  that  there  is  a  common  tie 
which  binds  our  colonies  and  ourselves 
to  the  Alma  Mater  here.  And  in  this 
there  is  perhaps  no  finality.  For  who 
can  say  where  a  present  contaroversy, 
which  is  now  being  discussed,  not  only 
through  the  lengtib  and  breadth  of  the 
Empire  but  also  throughout  the  civilised 
world,  may  eventually  lead  us  ?  This 
theme  offers  a  tempting  subject  for  dis- 
cussion, but  I  feel  that  I  should  be  want- 
ing botli  in  respect  to  your  Lordships' 
House,  and  also  in  regard  for  the  rules 
of  debate  were  T  to  pursue  it  further ; 


but  may  I  say  that  I  do  not  believe  that 
we  have  yet  arrived  at  the  final  and 
ultimate  destiny  of  our  Empire. 

In  turning  to  the  domestic  topics  fore< 
shadowed  in  the  Speech,  the  all  im- 
portant question  of  Army  reform 
presents  itself.  Some  comfort  may  be 
derived  from  the  knowledge  that  the 
experiences  which  the  late  war  have 
produced  have  been  exhaustively 
examined  by  Lord  Elgin's  Commission, 
which  collected  a  mass  of  material 
unique  in  our  military  annals.  As  one 
of  the  consequences  of  the  Report  of  that 
Commission,  the  Prime  Minister  appointed 
a  Committee,  composed  of  three  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen,  who  have  been 
engaged  in  elaborating  a  scheme  of  War 
Office  reform,  based  on  the  lines  of  the 
Admiralty  Board,  the  result  of  whose 
deliberations  have  now  been  before  your 
Lordships  for  the  last  twenty -four  hours. 
It  would  seem  that,  whatever  the  ulti- 
mate effect  may  be,  their  recommenda- 
tions must  appear  to  your  Lordships  at 
any  rate  to  be  thorough.  They  have 
recommended,  amongst  other  things, 
besides  a  s^reme  direction  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence,  the  institution  of  a 
new  Army  Council  which  will  terminate 
the  inconvenience  attaching  to  a  system 
of  dual  control  at  the  War  Office. 

There  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  yjur  Lordships  that  there  is 
always  more  and  more  need  for  increased 
efficiency  with  regard  to  our  Army. 
Notwithstanding  a  general  feeling  of 
admiration  and  respect  for  every  unit 
of  the  British  Army,  whether  at  home  or 
beyond  the  seas,  still,  with  the  experi- 
ence of  three  years  which  we  leave 
behind  us  of  uninterrupted  warfare,  and 
with  a  prudent  estimate  of  the 
future  with  its  rumours  of  wars 
and  possible  wars,  we  should  oe 
doing  an  injustice  not  only  to  ounelves 
but  also  to  that  Army  and  that  Empire, 
were  we  not  to  avail  ourselves  of  this 
and  every  opportunity  to  add  efficiency 
to  our  military  system,  and  lay  an  ade- 
quate foundation  to  meet  the  unknown 
possibilities  with  which  a  world-wide 
Empire  like  ours  is  constantly  brought 
face  to  face.  In  this  connection  perhaps  it 
may  be  permissible  to  recall  the  oft- 
quoted  platitude  that  on  the  efficiency 
and  preparedness  of  our  armsmu^t-tOLa 
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very  great  extent  depend  tiie  Bacceas  of 
our  diplomacy.  It  b^oves  U6*  mneover, 
never  to  forget  that  soaroely  a  year 
passes  but  that  some  portion  of  our 

Array  is  called  upon,  not  only  to  be 
ready  to  act  in  support  of  our  diplomacy, 
but  also  to  act  in  defence  of  our  posses- 
sions, wherever  they  may  be. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  your  Lord- 
ships to  the  subject  ol  Alien  Immigration, 
the  House  will  recognise  the  advent  of 
an  old  friend.  We  must  all  acknowledge, 
my  Lords,  that  the  problem  has  become 
an  exceedingly  serious  one.   This  view 
is  supported,  not  only  by  the  condition  of 
our  labour  market  at  the  present  minute, 
but  also  by  the  action  of  the  Legislatures 
of  some  of  the  most  progresnve  civilised 
countries  of  the  world,  as  well  as ' 
by  the  fact  that  in  this  country  for  | 
many    years  past    the    Bubject    has ; 
received  the  close  attention  of  succes- 1 
sive  Governments.   I  do  not  wish  on  this 
occasion  to  enlarge  on  that  aspect  of  the  j 
question  or  to  refer  in  detail  to  the  i 
various  inquiries  and  reports  which  will 
be  in  the  recollection  of  your  Lordships,  | 
but  noble  Lords  will  not  lose  sight  of  j 
the  fact  that  as  a  direct  consequence  of  j 
other    nations   having  prohibited  tb  e 
influx  of  workers  without  any  possible 
means  of  support  and  with  no  prospect 
of  employment,  we  have  naturally  become  j 
the  recipients  of  those  who  are  found ' 
undesirable  to  other  countries — countries  , 
quite  as  industrial  as  ours,  and,  more- ; 
over,  many  of  them  with  virgin  possi-  { 
bllities,  in  which  re^>ect  they  have  an  ' 
advantage  over  us  with  our  congested ; 
and  growing  population  and  limited  area  - 
of  expansion.  ' 

There  is  another  aspect  of  the  question  ! 
to  be  submitted  to  the  House.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  many  of  these  immi-  ^ 
grants  arrive  on  our  shores,  not  only  \ 
without  resources,  but  even  without  an  ' 
elementary  knowledge  of  our  language,  ! 
and  are  naturally  attracted  to  our  great ' 
centres  of  commerce.  What,  my  Lords,  ' 
is  the  consequence  1  It  would  appear 
to  be  that  some  few  are  fortunate  enough  | 
to  obtain  employment,  largely  by  under-  , 
bidding  our  labour  market,  whilst  others,  1 
finding  themselves  without  knowledge  or  i 
necessary  information  for  procuring  their  i 
daily  bread,  and  driven  to  despair  by  ; 
hunger  and  hardship,  lapse  to  the  inevit-  I 
able  goal  of   criminality.   These   few  j 
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remarks  may  be  sufficient  to  allow  yovr 
Lordships  to  perceive  that  there  is 
ample  justification  lot  ^e  legislatioi 
promised  by  His  Hajesty*s  6h>vemmeiit. 

Turning  to  the  Bill  to  amend  the 
WorkmeiTs  Compensation  Acts,  I  would 
submit  to  the  House  that  the  whole 
history  of  a  workman's  security  for  his 
stock-in-trade,  which  perhaps  it  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  define  as  his  labour 
— be  it  skilled  or  unskilled — has  gradually 
been  built  up  on  liberal  and  equitable 
lines  to  its  present  state,  and  it  will  be 
well  to  remember  that  up  to  now  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  all  workmen 
engaged  in  dangerous  trades,  who,  through 
no  fault  of  their  own,  have  become 
what  has  been  termed  "the  wounded 
soldiers  of  industry."  Heretofore  tiieae 
principles  have  bem  deemed  suffi- 
cient as  applying  to  a  lai^e  number 
of  workpeople,  though  not  to  all.  Bat 
experience  and  the  forward  tendency  (rf 
the  age  have  shown,  and  are  showing  us 
daily,  that  a  further  step  in  advance 
may  legitimately  be  adopted.  It  has 
become  apparent  that  there  are  others 
who,  although  not  exactly  to  be  included 
in  the  radius  of  what  were  fwrnerly 
known  as  dangerous  trades,  are  yet 
entitled  to  protection  by  legislation. 
There  are  working  men  who  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  daily  task  constantly 
incur  risks  as  dangerous  and  frequent 
as  do  their  more  fortunate  fellow -workers 
who  have  hitherto  received  the  benefits 
of  the  Acts.  Surely  we  are  justified  by 
such  a  c<msideration  in  our  contention 
that  the  time  has  come  to  perfect  and  com- 
plete a  measure  which  it  has  been  deemed 
necessary  to  refer  for  examination  and 
report  to  a  Departmental  Committee  of 
the  Home  Office  because  it  does  not  at 
present  fully  meet  the  case  for  which  it 
was  desigaed. 

In  passing  from  a  subject  affecting  the 
prosperity  and  safety  of  the  working 
classes,  your  Lordships  will  observe, 
on  reference  to  the  Gracious  Speech, 
another  subject  affecting  the  moral  and 
material  welfare  of  those  classes, 
I  refer  to  the  mention  of  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  of  licensing.  Such  a 
measure  will  be  welcomed  by  all  who 
do  not  push  their  convictions— however 
honestly  and  ardently  cherished — beyond 
a  judicious  limit.  The  publican,  in 
the    absence  u^LecP|«!3^(J§'R?'»**»o*' 
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has  the  right  to  pursiie  his  calling — a 
lawful  calling — without  undue  harass- 
ment. It  is  rather  the  tendency  of  the 
fanstio  than  of  the  well  -  balanced 
reaaoner  to  invoke  the  fires  <ji  Smithfield 
to  piK^e  what  he  deems  to  be  heresy. 
Tour  Lordships^ in  your  denre  for 
temperance — would  be  the  last  to  argue 
that  the  grant  of  lioenoes  should 
be  nnohecked.  Bat  in  dealii^  with  a 
subject  which  gives  rise  to  so  many 
divergent  views,  the  only  rule  of  safety 
appears  to  reside  in  holding  fast  to  a 
principle.  Hy  Lords,  the  principle 
which  I  think  will  commend  itself  to 
this  House  is  that  it  is  not  in  accord 
with  the  dictates  of  common  honesty  or 
justice  that  any  man  engaged  in  the 
liqnor  trade  should  be  dispossessed  of 
the  means  of  earning  his  livelihood  un- 
less on  proof  of  gross  misconduct. 
Tour  liordships  may  have  an  oppwiunity 
of  observing  later  in  tiie  session  that 
His  Bfajesty's  Government  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  this  principle.  la  con- 
clusion, I  beg  to  tender  my  most  res- 
pectful thanks  to  your  Lordships  for  the 
kind  way  in  which  you  have  listened  to 
my  remarks. 

Moved,  *'  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty  in  reply  to  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  llirone." — 
(Earl  Fifzwilliam.) 

Lord  HYLTON:  My  Lords,  in  rising 
to  second  the  Address,  and  to  apeak  for 
the  first  time  in  this  House,  I,  too,  must 
ask  for  your  Lordships'  indulgence . 
Before  attempting  to  discha^  the  duty 
which  has  been  imposed  upon  me,  I 
should  like,  in  a  few  words,  to  refer  to 
the  great  loss  which  the  country  and  the 
House  have  suffered  since  Parliament 
was  prorogued,  by  the  death  of  the  late 
Harquessof  Salisbury.  Others  infinitely 
more  qualified  than  myself  will  probably 
speak  on  this  subject,  but  those  who 
merely  ttad  the  advantage  of  listening  to 
him  in  this  House,  cannot  fail  to  retain 
a  lifelong  impression  of  the  wisdom  of 
his  utterances,  the  dignity  of  his  address, 
the  keenness  and  polish  of  his  wit. 
And  anyone  who,  like  myself,  has  had 
some  slight  experience  in  the  Diplomatic 
Service  will,  I  think,  feel  convinced  that 
his  name  was  held  in  h^her  respect  in 
every  foreign  country  than  that  of 


perhaps  any  other  Englishman  for  more 
than  one  generation. 

There  is  one  other  topic  to  which  I 
will  still  more  briefly  allude.  A  change 
has  jnst  taken  place  in  the  Leadership  of 
this  House.  Speaking  from  these 
Benches  one  cannot  forget  the  deep  debt 
of  gratitude  which  our  Party  owes  to  the 
noble  Duke,  the  late  Leader  of  the  House. 
But  I  do  not  wish  to  say  a  word  of  a 
Party  character  on  this  occasion.  In  his 
capacity  as  Leader  of  this  House  the 
noble  Duke  enjoyed  the  goodwill  of  both 
sides  alike,  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
considered  presumptuous  in  expressing 
my  belief  that  both  sides  alike  cordially 
hope  that  he  may  still  render  great 
public  service  for  many  years  to  come, 
whatever  quarter  of  the  House  he  may 
occupy,  whether  in  or  out  of  office. 

I  now  turn  to  the  Gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  With  regard  to  the 
treaty  signed  between  France  and  Great 
Britain,  I  think  your  Lordships  will  view 
with  pleasure  any  extension  of  the 
system  of  arbitration  as  a  means  of 
arriving  at  a  fair  and  peaceful  solution 
of  international  disputes.  The  class  of 
questions  which  wilt  call  for  solution 
under  the  new  treaty  may  be  of  a 
limited  scope,  but  the  principle  adopted 
appears  easily  capable  of  enlargement ; 
and  your  satisfaction  in  thb  matter  will, 
I  feel,  be  the  greater,  inasmuch  as  it 
affords  a  further  proof  of  the  amicable 
relations  which  happily  exist  between 
ourselves  and  our  neighbours  across  the 
Channel.  The  same  considerations  a^ply 
to  the  hope  expressed  in  the  Gracious 
Speech  of  a  dmilar  treaty  with  Italy. 
Great  Britain  viewed  with  sympathetic 
interest  the  union  of  the  Italian  Penin- 
sula under  the  sceptre  of  the  House  of 
Savoy,  and  the  bonds  of  friendship 
which  have  ever  since  united  the  two 
countries  have  been  lately  cemented  and 
confirmed  by  the  interchange  of  visits 
between  their  respective  Sovereigns. 
What  I  have  said  ol  the  treaty  with 
France  and  ihe  proposed  treaty  with 
Italy  applies  with  equal  force  to  an 
arrangement  with  Holland  and  Portugal. 

The  conclusion  or  negotiation  of 
treaties  of  arbitration  with  these 
European  Powers  affords  striking  evi- 
dence of  the  desire  of  His  Majesty's 
Gktvemment  to  resort  to  this  method  of 
settling  international  differences.  Inthe 
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case  of  one  difference  of  this  kind  His 
Majesty^s  Gbvemment  luve  {^ven 
practical  proof  of  their  belief  in  this 
policy  by  resorting  to  the  assistance  of  a 
tribunal,  not  strictly  speaking  an 
arbitral  tribunal,  but  one  independent 
of  I  the  diplomacy  of  the  two  coun- 
tries affected.  The  question  of  the 
Alaskan  Boundary  is  not  a  new  one. 
In  the  year  1826  the  Russian  and  the 
British  Governments  signed  a  treaty  or 
arrangement  by  which  boundaries  of 
the  Russian  possessions  in  North  West 
America  and  of  our  own  territories  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe  were  defined. 
At  that  time  no  one  seems  to  have  en- 
tertained a  suspicion  that  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty could  theie^ter  arise  owing  to  tiie 
terms  in  which  the  frontiers  were 
described  in  the  treaties.  The  whole 
region  was  sparsely  inhabited,  its 
geography  little  known,  and  most  of  its 
territory  unexplored.  So  far  as  we  can 
judge  at  the  present  day  of  what  was 
passing  through  the  minds  of  the  states- 
men of  1825  when  they  signed  the  treaty, 
they  signed  it  under  l^e  impression  ^t 
they  were  laying  down  boundaries 
which  required  no  further  definition. 
Time  passed;  in  1867  the  United  States 
bought  Alaska  from  Russia;  a  larger 
p<^ulation  became  settled  in  some  parts 
of  this  hitherto  almost  uninhabited 
country,  and,  in  consequence,  questions 
arose  as  to  what  was  meant  by  .the- 
definition  of  the  treaty  of  1825.  On 
comparing  the  language  of  the  treaty 
with  more  recently  acquired  geographical 
information,  it  was  argued  that  more 
than  one  interpretation  might  be  given 
to  its  meaning,  and  that  in  more  than 
one  portion  of  the  frontiers.  Papers 
laid  before  Parliament  explain  these 
details. 

''  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  pro- 
visions fA  a  will  lead  to  doubts  and 
litigation,  and  in  the  end  have  to  be 
decided  in  accordance  with  what  the 
law  lays  down  as  having  been  the 
intention  of  the  testator.  This  is  pre- 
cisely what  has  happened  in  regard  to 
the  Alaska  boundary.  No  one  can  go 
into  the  witness-box  at  the  present  day 
and  say  with  certainty  what  the  negotia- 
tions <A  eighty  years  ago  intended.  But 
an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  whole 
case^has  taken  place  before_the^Tribunal 
Lord  IliilUm, 


appointed  for  that  porpose,  and  although 
it  was  so  constituted  that  its  delibera- 
tions might  not  have  been  conclusive, 
it  was  able  to  come  to  a  conclusion. 

The  award  has  been  favourable  to  the 
Amraioan  rather  than  to  the  Canadian 
interpntation  of  the  tzeaty  of  1835. 
The  extreme  American  claims  have  not 
been  conceded,  but  the  award  is,  un- 
doubtedly, in  favour  of  the  American 
contentions  rather  than  of  the  Canadian 
contentions.  In  one  sense  the  question 
may  be  said  to  affect  .  Canada  more 
perhaps  than  the  Mother  '  pountry,  but 
in  one  sense  only,  for  Grea£  Britain  oan 
never  feel  inherent  to  any  matter 
touching  the  prosperity  or  welfore  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada;  and  I  say  this, 
noc  as  a  vague  compliment  to  Canadian 
loyalty  and  Canadian  patriotism,  but 
because  I  am  sure  that  such  are  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  this  country 
towards  Canada.  The  Coltmial  Secre- 
tary, in  a  speech  to  the  Canada  CSub  on 
the  isth  ttlt.,  well  pointed  out  that  the 
consolatory  speeches  of  well-meaning 
friends  give  little  satisfaction  to  a 
litigant  who  has  just  lost  his  case — but 
I  believe  that  in  Canada,  as  well  as  in 
this  country,  many  will  be  found  ready 
to  acknowledge  that  it  is  for  the  benefit 
of  all  parties  that  this  question,  which 
might  at  any  moment  have  given  rise  to 
serious  international  differences,  should 
have  been  set  at  rest. 

With  regard  to  the  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  relating  to  Somalilaiut,  the  House 
will  have  noticed  with  satisfaction  the 
successof  our  troopsunder  General  Bgerton 
— success  all  the  more  gratifying  after 
one  or  two  disappointments  which  have 
occurred  in  that  region — disappointments 
not,  I  believe,  owing  to  the  strength  or 
the  character  of  the  enemy,  but  merely 
to  climatic  conditions  and  to  the  want 
of  water.  Your  Lordships  will  have 
seen  with  pleasure  the  statement  in  the 
Gracious  Speech  that  Italy,  whose  sphere 
I  of  influence  adjoins  our  own  in  that 
j  region,  has  rendered  us  every  possible 
co-operation,  both  by  sea  and  by  land. 

j  ^Your  Lordships  will,  I  think,  partici- 
I  pate  in  the  concern  expressed  in  thf 
j  Gracious  Speech  as  to  the  differences 
I  which  unhappily  exist  between  ftussia 
<  and  Japan.  Whilst  we  cannot  shut  our 
,  eyes  to  the  critical  nature  of  these 
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difiereoees,  we  mtut  all  share  the  hope 

that  a  peaceful  solution  may  not  be 
impracticable  and  honourable  to  both 
the  nations  concerned.    We  may  r^eot 
with  some  degree  of  satisfaction  on  the 
one  hand  on  the  pacific  tendencies  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  which  have  been 
repeatetUy  proved  both  by  w<»rd  and 
action  ever  nnoe  he  asc  raided  the  Throne, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  on  the  calm  and 
statesmanlike  attitude    displayed  by 
Japanese  diplomatists  throughout  this  i 
crisis.  j 
I  now  come  to  the  paragraph  respect- ; 
ing  Macedonia.   As  far  back  as  the  time 
of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  the  Turkish 
Government  undertook  to  inteoduce  good  | 
administration  into  all  the  provinces  of  j 
European  Turkey,  and  the  great  Powers 
who  weie  Signatories  to  that  treaty  | 
incurred  certain  responsibilities  in  the  { 
matter.    I  think  it  must  be  admitted , 
that  great  forbearance  baa  been  shown  | 
to  the  Turkish  Government,  and  every 
allowance  has  been  made  by  the  Fowns , 
ior  the  grave  intrinsic  difficnlties  which  < 
no  doubt  attend  the  institution  of  any  I 
iorm  of  government  in  Macedonia  which  I 
would  be   equally  acceptable  to  the ! 
various  nationalities   inhabiting  those 
Provinces.    Your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  these  Provinces  contain  an  eztra- 
<ffdinary  mixture  of  races  and  creeds, 
which  must  in  any  case  render  the  task  I 
of  their  rulers  a  difficult  one.   But,  my  I 
Lords,  after  making  every  allowance  for 
the  difficulties  I  have  indicated,  it  has  ^ 
remained  the  clear  duty  of  the  Powers  ^ 
to    press   for  reform  in  this  region.  ' 
Reforms  have  been  pressed  upon  the  ' 
Turkish    Government   times    without  i 
nnmber.    Times  without  number  the; 
Sultan    has  promised    to    introduce '. 
adequate    measures.     Unfortunately,  { 
His     Majesty's    beneficent     intention . 
and    pledges    have    failed     to     be : 
«arried  into   effect.     What  has  been  | 
the  result  of  this  failure  on  the  part  of  | 
Turkey  to  provide  a  satisfactory  admin-  | 
istration  in  Macedonia  ?   My  Lords,  the 
answer  to  that  question  can  best  be  ex- 1 
pressed  by  the  simple  word  "  Anarchy," 
and  anarchy  marjced  by  all  the  horrors 
which  usually  attend  such  a  condition  of 
affairs.  If  proof  were  required  of  my 
statement,  I  would  refer  your  Lordships  to 
tiie  Blue-book  which  has  just  been  pre- 
asnted^to  Parliament  respecting  affairs  in 


Sonth-Eastem  Europe,  and  which  affords 

melancholy  reading.  The  situation  is 
a^avated  by  the  animosity  di^layed 
towards  one  another  by  the  different 
subject  peoples. 

Tour  Lordships  will  probably  consider 
it  unneoewnry  to  endeavour  to  app<«tion 
the  blame  isa  the  lamentable  occurrences 
which  have  taken  place  amm^  the  vari* 
otts  antagonistic  parties.  What  we  are 
concerned  with  is  the  fact  that  the  erver 
increasing  anarchy  in  this  unhappy 
country  reached  such  a  pitch  some 
twelve  months  ago  that  the  great  Powers 
unanimously  concurred  in  intervention 
with  a  view  to  bringiiu  about  practical 
reform,  and  l^e  task  of  seeing  those  re* 
forms  carried  into  effect  has  been  en* 
trusted  to  the  Governments  of  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Russia.  Your  Lordships 
will  see  from  the  Papers  laid  before 
Parliament  that  the  policy  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  been,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  other  Powers,  to  urge  by 
every  possible  means  on  the  Porte  the 
execution  of  the  *'  Vienna  Pn^amme/* 
strengthened  later  on  by  the  more  strin- 
gent provisions  introduced  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Austrian  and  Russian 
Emperors  in  October  last.  With  regard 
to  Uie  more  stringent  provisions  then 
adopted,  I  think  your  Lordships  will 
give  some  credit  to  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  I  would  refer  the  House  on 
that  point  to  a  despatch  from  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  Sir  Francis  Plunkett, 
dated  September  29th  last.  I  need  not 
trouble  your  Lordships  with  all  the 
details  of  the  scheme  of  reform,  but  the 
appointment  of  two  civil  agents— an 
Austrian  and  a  RubsImi — to  act  as  as- 
sessors to  the  Turkish  Inspeotor-Gteneral, 
t<^ether  with  the  nomination  of  a  dis- 
tii^uished  Italian  officer  with  the  rank 
of  General  to  re-organise  and  command 
the  gendarmerie,  form  too  important  a 
feature  in  the  scheme  to  be  passed  over 
in  silence.  These  officers  have  now 
taken  up  their  duties,  and,  including  their 
subordinates,  there  will  soon  be,  I  be- 
lieve, some  60  or  100  foreign  officers  dis- 
tributed throughout  Macedonia  who  will 
watch  over  the  action  of  the  Turkish 
troops ;  and  this  material  supervision, 
backed  up  by  the  moral  weight  of  the 
Concert  of  Europe,  seem  to  attach  a 
furer  chance  of  success  to  the  presmt 
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Bcheme  of  reform  than  has  been  the 
case  on  any  previous  occasion.  The 
authors  of  this  scheme  do  not  claim 
perfection  on  its  behalf,  bat  the  public 
declarations  of  European  statesmen  have 
been  made  in  ita  favour,  and  all  they 
ask  is  that  the  public  will  exeioise  a 
little  patience  in  their  criticisms  as  to 
its  ultimate  merits. 

Before  passing  from  this  subject  I 
should  like  to  call  your  Lordships*  atten- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  our  Consular 
representatives  in  Macedonia.  Exercis- 
ing rigid  impartiality,  they  have  inouned 
dangerous  enmities  on  all  sides ;  two  of 
their  foreign  colleagues  have  been  assas- 
sinated within  the  last  twelve  months; 
their  own  lives  have  been  threatened, 
as  you  will  see  from  the  Blue  -  book, 
and  many  of  their  despatches  have 
been  practically  written  under  fire.  Our 
principal  Consuls  and  Vioe-Consols  in 
the  Levant  are  selected  from  a  body 
of  picked  men,  and  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaire 
and  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Con- 
stantinople would,  I  am  sure,  bear 
witness  to  the  excellent  services  these 
gentlemen  have  rendered  under  excep- 
tionally difficult  cirenmBtanoes.  I  think 
the  House  will  consider  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  is  very  fortunate 
in  being  served  by  such  excellent  officers. 
The  Gracious  Speech  announces  a  lengthy 
list  of  measures  of  domestic  legislation. 
Some  of  them  appear  more  appropriately 
fitted  for  discussion  in  another  place, 
whilst  others  have  been  so  amply  and 
clearly  dealt  with  by  my  noble  friend 
that  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
observations  upon  them.  It  only  re- 
mains for  me  to  thank  your  Lordships 
for  the  patience  with  which  you  have 
been  good  enough  to  listen  to  me,'and 
to  seccmd  the  Address.  '^•!  ^  ■ 

•Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  before  I 
come  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  I 
must  refer  to  some  evmts  that  have 
occurred  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  last  year.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Seconder  of  the  Address  spoke  in  most 
appropriate  words  of  the  great  loss  the 
House  and  the  country  have  sustained 
since  that  time  by  the  death  of  Uiat 
distinguished  statesman  and  orator.  Lord 
Salisbury.  I  fully  share  the  views  the 
noble  Lord  so  well  expressed.  Lord 

Lord  Hylton. 


Salisbury  filled  a  unique  position  in  this 
House — a  position  of  transcendent  power ; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  of  this,  that  no  one 
who  has  been  as  long  as  I  have  been  in 
this  House  can  forget  the  lucid  and 
eloquent  words  which  always 
his  lips  without  an  error  and  williottt 
check.  We  deeply  deplore  t^t  tiie 
country  has  lost  him.  When  the  noble 
Marquess  resigned  the  Leadership  of  this 
House,  which  he  held  with  such  dis- 
tinction so  long,  he  was  succeeded  by 
my  friend  the  noble  Duke,  to  whom 
r^erenoa  was  also  made  by  the  noble 
Lofd  tiie  seconder.  The  noble  Duke  has 
not  held  that  position  very  long.  He 
has  been  for  little  more  than  one  seasioD 
Leader  of  this  House.  I  venture  to 
remind  your  Lordships  that  when  he 
undertook  the  duties  of  that  position  I 
said  that  I  felt  confident  that  his  high 
cbarwter  and  his  high  ability  would 
enable  him  to  fulfil  them  to  the  satis- 
faction, not  only  of  his  own  side  of  the 
House,  but  of  us  who  sit  on  the  Opposition 
aide.  My  Lords,  he  amply  fulfilled  tboa» 
prophecies. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  as  we  have  hia 
successor  here  to-night  for  the  first  time 
since  he  has  assumed  the  Leadership,  I 
hope  the  House  may  pardon  tne  if  I 
refer  to  some  historical  events  with 
which  his  great  name  is  connected. 
The  noble  Mfurquesa  will  not  be  the  first 
of  his  family  who  has  been  Leader  of 
this  House.  Fifty-two  years  ago  the 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne  of  that  day 
stood  in  his  place,  and,  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Government  of  Lord  John 
Russell,  stated  that  he  probably  would 
no  more  again  in  an  official  capacity 
address  this  House.  But  he  did  address 
this  House  on  one  very  remarkable 
occasion  in  the  same  year.  It  was  the 
year  signalised  by  the  deaUi  of  that 
great  warrior,  patriot,  and  citizen,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington;  a  most  eloquent 
reference  to  that  noble  Duke  was  made 
by  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  and 
I  will  quote  what  the  noble  Marquess 
further  said : — 

"  My  Lords,  latand  in  somewhat  of  a  peculiar 
attuatioa  before  your  Lordships,  addressing  yoa 
on  this  subject,  oecaase  it  may  not  be  known 
to  the  greater  number  of  your  Lordships — 
indeed,  there  are  uot  many  now  alire  to  recol- 
lect it— that  the  individual  who  has  now  the 
honour  of  addressing  ^ou,  some  forty-seven 
years  ago,  in  his  place  in  thr- other  Hmse  of 
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Parliament  wh«n  yoaog  id  his  Parliaraenlar]'' 
life-  was  permitted  and  auiliorised  by  hi< 
•iotleaguea  of  that  time  to  call  on  that  other 
House  to  do  jnntice  to  the  meniory,  and  to 
provide  for  the  family,  of  one  of  the  greaioBt 
iMroee  that  ever  Uvea,  and  with  whom  alone,  in 
I  be  military  annali  of  this  country,  the  noble 
Duke,  now  no  more,  could  be  compared." 

I  mention  this  because  it  establishes 
a  very  interesting  historical  connection 
between  the  noble  Marquess,  now  our 
Leader,  and  his  grandfather,  who,  on  two 
occadoDs,  at  an  interval  of  forty-seven 
yean,  moved  a  vote  and  made  an  eloquent 
eology  on  our  two  greatest  heroes — oui 
greatest  naval  hero.  Lord  Nelson,  and 
our  greatest  military  hero,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington.  I  am  sure  that  we  who 
know  the  noble  Marquess  may  rely  with 
confidence  on  the  part  which  he  will 
take  in  this  House.  We  know  his  dis- 
tingoished  career  in  Canada  and  in  India. 
We  know  from  experience  the  ability 
and  courtesy  with  which  he  has  con- 
ducted many  controversial  debates  in 
this  House,  when  he  has  been  the  head 
of  two  important  Departments  of  the 
State.  I  therefore  feel  assured  that  this 
House  will  allow  me  to  congratulate, 
and  will  itself  oon^tulate,  the  noble 
Marquess  on  the  position  in  which  he  is 
placed,  and  will  congratulate  itself  in 
having  him  as  its  Leader.  I  now  come 
to  the  speeches  of  the  mover  and  seconder 
of  the  Address.  I  have  had  consider- 
able experience  in  this  House,  and  I 
have  seldom  heard  two  more  interesting 
qteeches,  or  two  ^eeches  which  oomm  end 
themselves  so  much  to  the  good  feeling 
of  the  House.  The  noble  Earl  who 
moved  the  Address  belongs  to  a  very 
distinguished  family,  and  I  am  happy  to 
think  that  I  can  claim  personal,  though 
not  political,  friendship  with  him.  The 
noble  Lord  the  seconder  to  the  Address 
made  a  singularly  able,  intelligent,  and 
interesting  ^eech.  He  showed  great 
knowledge  of  diplomacy,  and  spoke  in 
very  appropriate  words  of  many  of  the 
passages  in  the  Gracious  Speech.  May  I 
express  this  hope — that  the  desire  of 
taking  part  in  the  public  debates  in  this 
House  in  the  future  will  not  be  damped 
BO  far  as  they  are  concerned,  as  I  fear  it 
has  so  often  been,  not  only  with  young 
speakers  but  also  with  older  speakers, 
by  the  cold  and  somewhat  depressing 
atmosphere  of  this  House  ? 


I  will  now  come  to  the  words  of  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I  am 
glad  to  congratulate  His  Ma  j  esty  *s 
Government  on  the  four  paragraphs 
which  commence  the  Speech.  There  is 
no  subject  in  which,  I  think,  the  country 
takes  at  this  moment  a  deeper  interest 
than  the  question  of  arbitration.  This 
subject  has  come  prominently  before  the 
world  in  recent  years  owing  to  the  action 
of  the  Czar  and  the  conf  erenceb  which  took 
place  at  the  Hague.  I  rejoice  to  think 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  have  been 
able  to  use  this  noble  and  humane 
principle  of  arbitration — a  principle 
which,  we  may  hope,  will  not  only 
diminish  the  terrible  risks  of  war,  with 
alt  the  accompanying  loss  of  life  and 
sacrifice  of  treasure,  but  may,  if  properly 
followed,  not  only  by  ourselves,  bat  by 
other  nations,  possibly  lead  to  what  we 
all  must  desire  so  heartily,  and  that  is 
the  diminution  of  the  gigantic  cost  of 
preparation  for  war.  That  is  one  of  the 
considerations  which,  I  think,  is  promi- 
nently now  before  this  country.  The 
great  cost  of  preparation  for  war  is 
sapping,  to  a  great  extent,  the  resources 
of  many  countries,  and  it  prevents  the 
development  of  other  most  important 
reforms.  It  will  probably  afiect  the 
great  question  of  education,  to  which  it 
is  so  necessary  to  attend  at  this  time  in 
this  country.  It  may  also  afiect  other 
social  reforms ;  therefore,  I  do  sincerely 
trust,  if  the  example  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  has  set  with  regard  to 
arbitration  is  followed,  we  may  find  it 
will  have  some  permanent  and  bene- 
ficial effect  upon  this  enormous  ex- 
penditure, which  I  believe  everybody, 
to  whatever  side  in  politics  he  belongs, 
deeply  deplores. 

With  regard  to  arbitration  with  our 
great  neighbours  in  France,  I  sincerely 
rejoice  at  the  friendly  interchange  of 
visits  that  have  taken  place  between  His 
Majesty  the  King  and  the  President  of 
the  Republic ;  and  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  this  country  feels  deep  gratitude 
to  our  august  Sovereign  for  the  great 
impulse  and  support  which  he  has  given 
to  this  friendly  feeling,  and  I  venture  to 
say  we  may  trace,  to  a  great  extent, 
to  his  influence  the  successful  move* 
ment  which  has  been  made  with  regard 
to  foreign  countries.^  Jt^is^  ^t^^gj^ 
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to  know  that  same  prooess  is  going 
on  with  regard  to  Agreements  with  Italy 
and  the  Netherlands,  and  I  should  be 
glad  if  the  noble  Marquess  is  able  to 
inform  us  that  the  Agreement  with  Italy 
has  actually  been  made.  I  cannot  also  but 
oonflTjatolate  His  Maiest^'B  Oovemment 
<xn  uaving  snoceasfnlly  arrived  at  some 
'Oonclnaion  with  regard  to  the  Alaska 
boandary.  His  Majesty  the  King  has 
referred  to  that  in  very  expressive  words, 
and  I  think  we  may  heartily  rejoice, 
although  in  some  respects  we  may  regret 
part  of  the  decision,  if  these  miaunder- 
staudings  which  have  been  so  fruitful  of 
ccmtroversiea  in  the  past  will  now  pass 
iako  the  domain  of  history. 

I  now  come  to  a  subject  as  to  which,  I 
-confess,  I  feel  considerable  regret.  I 
refer  to  the  war  in  Bomaliland.  On  a 
former  occasion  I  ventured  to  ask  his 
Majesty's  Government  to  give  an  explana- 
tion as  to  how  far  our  troops  were  to 
go  into  the  great  desert  and  the  water- 
less  country  which  faced  them.  I 
pointed  out  what  very  grave  results 
might  follow  such  proceedings.  I  fear  I 
was  not  very  incorrect  in  my  fore- 
shadowing of  what  was  about  to  take 
place.  We  have  had  long  marches,  and, 
I  will  not  say  reverses,  but  often  very 
serious  difficulties  in  our  advance,  and 
thou^  now  our  arms  seem  to  have  been 
crowned  with  victo^,  the  Mullah,  or 
whatever  he  is  called,  like  a  will-of- 
the-wi^,  flits  in  front  of  the 
troops,  uid  there  seems  but  little 
hope  of  catching  him  or  surrounding  him. 
I  know  we  all  feel  great  sorrow  at  the 
losses  that  have  tf^en  place,  and  per* 
haps  I  may  say  a  word,  and  only  one 
word,  of  great  sympathy  and  affection 
to  a  friend  of  mine  and  a  Member  of 
your  Lordships*  House.  We  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  gallant  son,  and  we  sympathise 
most  deeply  with  him  and  his  friends  in 
their  bereavement.  What  I  should  like  to 
know  about  this  is,  are  expeditions  far  in- 
to a  country  like  that  essential  to  main* 
tain  the  honour  and  dignityof  the  country, 
and  to  effect  the  objects  we  have  in 
view  ?  I  know  that  negotiations  with 
tribes  of  this  sort  are  impossible;  but  is 
it  impossible  to  occupy  strongly  posts 
round  the  settlements  where  our  colonies 
are  placed,  and  to  defend  them  with  the 
utmost  strength,  repelling  any  attack, 
and  in  that  way  punish  these  wild  tribes, 
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instead  of  having  to  pnrsne  them 
in  the  manner  in  which  we  have 
had  to  pursue  the  Mullah  1  May  I 
sincerely  trust  that  the  reference  to 
General  Kgerton's  victory  may  be  the 
forerunner  of  the  close  of  these  opera- 
tions, and  that  we  may  hear  that  the 
object  we  have  in  view  has  now  been 
attoined,  and  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
withdraw  oni  gallant  troops,  who  have 
behaved,  the  officers  rspeoially,  with  such 
extraordinary  gallantry,  from  the  water- 
less land  where  they  have  been  so  long  ? 

The  next  paragraph  touches  a  subject 
of  the  profoondest  interest  to  this 
country.  We  have  been  watchinfi  with 
the  keenest  anxiety  the  negotiatdons 
which  have  been  going  on  in  the  Far 
East  between  Russia  and  Japan.  Two 
years  ago  we  had  a  discussion  in  this 
House  with  r^ard  to  that  subject  and 
the  treaty;  but  whatever  may  have 
been  thought  at  tiiat  time  ol  tiiat 
teeaty,  it  would  not  be  proper  ta  deeir- 
able  at  this  moment  to  entra  mto  any 
di8cns8i<m  upon  it,  and  I  shall  entirely 
abstain  from  doing  so.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  the  hope  held  out  by  the 
noble  Marquess,  that  the  treaty  would 
conduce  towards  peace,  may  have  been, 
or  will  be,  fnlfillM,  and  that  we  may 
befrae  long  see  removed  the  dark  cloud 
which  has  been  hanging  over  us,  and 
which,thoaghfor  the  momentit  hangsonly 
over  the  East,  may  spread  farther  and 
come  nearer  to  us,  and  that  we  may  see 
Japan  developing  her  resources  in  peace 
and  harmony.  Anybody  reading  this 
paragraph  of  the  Speech  would  believe 
that  Ebs  Majesty's  (Jovranment  have 
been  merely  contemplating  what  has 
been  happening  in  tiie  Bast  without 
taking  any  part  whatever  in  it.  There 
is  DO  word  of  what  they  have  done. 
There  is  merely  the  expression  of  a 
prospective  hope  that  power  may 
be  exercised  to  promote  a  pacific 
settlement.  I  cannot  suppose  titat 
this  is  all  that  has  been  dome, 
I  cannot  help  thinking  and  hoping 
that  tiie  good  and  friendly  offices  tA  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  warmly 
and  courteously  given  to  both  Powers— 
and,  possibly,  more  especially  to  the 
Power  with  whom  we  have  a  treaty— 
to  induce  them  to  come  to  amicable 
terms,  and  to  prevent  a  war  which  would 
be  so  disastrous.  L-Jiope  the  Dobk 
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Harqiiess  will  be  able  to  explain  this 
paragraph. 

With  regard  to  Macedonia  I  have 
very  little  to  say.    It  is  a  question 
wh^h  haa  been  long  before  ns.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  said  that  all  we 
wanted  was  patience.   I  would  ask  your 
Lordships,  is   not  oar  patience  nearly 
exhausted  ?    The  first  solution  proposed 
by  Russia  and  Austria  came  to  no  good 
result.    Then  another  solution  was  pro- 
posed,  and  during  a  great  part  of  last 
sommer  the  most  fierce  warfare  was 
going  on  between  the  Turks  uid  the 
insolvents  in  Macedonia.   I  fear  that 
when  the  season  becomes  more  favour- 
able to  the  movement  of  troops  we  may 
again  see   this  insuirectioD  and  this 
lamentable  state  of  warfare  arising  in 
Macedonia ;  and  I  therefore  feel  con- 
siderably   disappointed  that   at  tliis 
season  we  cannot  have  mwe  satiafaotory 
aasarances  from  His  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment.    But  I  really  hope  that  the 
Government,  knowing  what  the  feeling  of 
the  country  is  as  to  the  necessity  of,  if 
possible,  patting  an  end  to  the  disastrous 
condition  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  the 
dominions  of  the  Porte,  will  do  their 
utmost  to  sapport  the  GoTemments  who  ' 
are  more  active  in  the  matter  in  arriving  ' 
at  a  happy  solution  of  this  great  ques- ! 
tion.    I  diall  presently  refer  to  the  i 
latter  part  of  the  reference  to  the  acts  of  | 
the  New  Zealand  Legislature ;  but  let  me  ! 
DOW  express  my  satisfaction  that  the  j 
New  Zealand  Government,  and  I  suppose  | 
also  the  Australian  Government,  have 
come  to  a  new  arrangement  with  His 
Majesty's  Government  m  regard  to  their 
contribution  towards  the  naval  forces 
which  protect  oxir  dominions  across  the 
sea.    We  have  always  held  that  we  were 
doing  the  duty  we  were  called  upon  to 
do  as  an  Imperial  Power  in  finding  for 
the  colonies  the  naval  forces  which  they 
required,  but  we  also  thought  that  the 
colonies  ought  to  contribute  some  sum 
towards  the  expenditure  on  those  forces. 
That  sum,  certainly,  has  not  been  hither- 
to a  large  one.    I'he  noble  Earl  who 
spoke  first  had  the  advantage  of  knowing 
what  we  do  not  know — at  least  1  do  not 
know — of  what  the  colonies  are  now 
proposing  to  do.     I  congratulate  the 
Government  on  having  made  this  advance 
towaida  getting  a  {airer  payment  for  the 


work  which  our  naval  forces  do  in  that 
part  of  die  world. 

I  now  come  to  the  expedition  to  Thibet. 
We  are  promised  Papers  with  r^ardtothia 
question,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  go  at 
great  length  into  it.   But  there  are  one 
or  two  questions  to  which  an  immediate 
answer,   I  think,  would  be  desirable 
which  I  wish  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment.  The  noble  Barl  opposite  told 
us  that  this  expedition  has  become 
necessary  for  various  reasons.   We  diall 
look  with  great  anxiety  at  the  Papers  to 
see  what  that  necessity  arises  from. 
The  convention  of  1890  was  carried  out, 
I  believe,  when  the  noble  Marquess  was 
Viceroy  of  India.   That  CJonvention  was 
made  direct  with  the  Chinese  Govern* 
ment.    Now  we  hear,  certainly,  tlutt, 
"  with  the  wmcurrence  of  tiie  Chinese 
Government, "this  expedition  has  gone  on; 
but  why  has  the  tradition  that  existed  in 
India  before,  that  negotiations  should  go 
direct  to  the  Chinese  Government,  been 
departed  from,  and  why  have  these 
negotiations  not  been  made  witii  the 
Chinese  Government  1   There  is  another 
question.  We  know  that  this  force  is 
advancing  into  a  monntainons  country, 
a  country  where  the  utmost  rigour  of 
cold  prevails.   We  are  told  that  the  cold 
there  is  somewhat  like  that  which  pre- 
^  vails  on  Mwt  Blanc.  We  know  that 
,  expedition  has  gone    at    the  most 
j  inolemeat  seaacm,  and,  if  the  newspapers 
are  correct,  that  it  has  already  lost 
I  neuly  the  whole  of  the  anim^  of  trans- 
port.   I  want  to  ask  what  is  the  pressing 
need  and  the  wrong  thatwe  have  to  redress 
which  require  this  force  to  be  sent  at 
!  such   an  inclement  season  ?    I  have 
\  another  point.  We  know  that  in  the 
Government  of  India  Act,  1858,  there  is 
a  particular  clause,  the  55th  I  think, 
with  regard  to  the  Indian  Government 
not  using  its  funds  for  the  purposes  of  an 
'  expedition  outside  its  own  boundaries. 
I  want  to  know  whether  the  Indiaa 
I  Government  have  taken  that  particular 
;  clause  into  consideration.   Is  this  a  mere 
friendly  group  of  visitors  sent  by  the 
Government  of  India  to  Thibet,  or  does  it 
mean  more  1    We  hear  of  an  escort  of 
something  like  600  going  with  the 
expedition,   carrying   guns  and  other 
munitions  of  war,  and  there  is  a  large 
body,  nambering,  I  beUeve,^me  2,00> 
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men,  who  are  keeping  up  the  communi- 
cations. I  am  bound  to  say  that  at  pre- 
sent the  expedition  seems  to  be  much 
more  of  a  military  expedition  than  a 
mere  friendly  diplomatic  visit  to  the 
natives.  I  do  not  suppose,  from  what  I 
have  heard  and  from  what  I  have 
learned,  that  there  is  much  danger  of  our 
troops  being  attacked,  or,  if  they  are 
attacked,  of  any  dieaster  happening  to 
them ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  they  are 
suffering  considerable  hardships  and 
privations. 

With  r^ard  to  the  Estimates,  I  do  not 
say  much.    The  Estimates  belong  more 
to  another  place;  but  there  are  important 
considerations  which  I  shall  touch  npon 
presently  which  affect  the  intereata  of  the 
whole  country  and  ^ould  not  be  lost 
sight  of  by  your  Lordships*  House.  I 
read,    however,   that    His  Majesty's 
Government  are  really  considering  the 
possibility  of  diminishing  the  terrible 
outlay  on  naval  and  military  defence 
which  ia  now  weighing  down  the  country, 
and  may  in  the  fntoie  be  a  very  serious 
drawback  to  our  prosperity,  and  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  they  may  be  able  to 
effect  economy  in  this  great  expenditure. 
I  now  come  to  the  omnibus  clauses  with 
reference  to  administration.   I  hardly 
think  there  is  any  what  I  may  call  a  great 
political  administrative  Bill  mentioned. 
There    are,   I   will    not  call  them 
friends,  because  some  of  them  I  do  not 
at  all  like,  but  there  are  some  old  stagers 
travelling  on  the  Parliamentary  road 
which  we  all  know  very  well.  There 
are  the  aliens;  there  is  the  question 
which  interests  so  much  some  of  my  noble 
friends  on  this  side  of  the  House — the 
hours  of  employment  in  shops ;  there  is 
the  Compensation  Act,  and  there  are 
•other  proposals;  but  I  do  not  see  one 
Bill  which  was  pressed  forward  last  year 
— namely,  the  Bill  with  regard  to  the 
Port  of  London.    There  is  one  Bill  on 
which  I  want  to  make  some  remarks. 
That  is  a  Bill  with  regard  to  the  neces- 
aity  for  re-election  in  the  case  of  ac- 
ceptance of  office  by  Hembers  of  the 
House  of  Commons.    I  can  well  under- 
stand that  HisMajeBty*8  Government  may 
desire  very  ardently  to  carry  this  Bill. 
His  Majesty*B  Government  have  probably  i 
had  more   experience  in  remodelling 
GovemmentB    than    any  Government  j 
within  our  memory,  and  it  is  just  poa-  , 
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'  sible  that  in  trying  to  distribute  offices 
■  among  its    supporters   His  Majesty's 
1  Government  have  sometimes  been  unable 
\  to  make  the  best  selection  owing  to  the 
I  difficulty  of  elections.    I  can,  therefore, 
.  quite  imagine  that  His  Majesty's  Govem- 
t  raent  may  desire  to  have  the  existing 
law  altered.   Bat  we  do  not  quite  look 
I  at  it  in  the  same  way.  I  admit  that  in 
the  past  the  Party  to  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  belong  have  also  altered  the 
law.    I  think  it  was  their  Bill  in  1869 
which  did  away  with  the  dissolution  on 
the  demise  of  the  Crown.    There  has 
also  been  a  measure  to  render  unneces- 
sary an  appeal  to  the  constituencies  on 
a  mere  chuige  of  office  within  the 
Government.    But  this  Bill  goes  still 
further.   If  there  is  anything  in  the  old 
principle  that  a  Government  should  not 
remain  in  office  or  be  encouraged  if  it 
has  not  the  support  of  the  constituencies 
of  the  country,  that  old  doctrine,  I  think, 
is  not  quite  exploded,  and  there  will  be 
a  good  many  people  who  will  still  wish 
to  see  it  applied. 

The  Bill  with  regard  to  licensing  and 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
England  is  a  matter  of  very  great  im- 
portance. Much  depends  upon  the  way 
in  which  His  Majesty's  Government 
frame  their  proposals.  We  on  this  side 
of  the  House  will  deprecate  most  strongly 
any  attempt  to  deprive  the  magistrates 
of  their  full  discretion  in  this  matter.  I 
do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  case 
whatever  to  show  that  the  magistrates 
have  exceeded  their  powers  ;  and,  if  this 
Bill  goes  any  length  to  thwart  the  magis- 
trates in  tiie  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
that  measure  will  receive  most  deter- 
mined opposition  from  this  ride  of  the 
House  and  from  our  friends  in  the  otiier 
House.  With  regard  to  the  Valuation 
Bill,  it  is  difficult,  in  the  words  of  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  to  say 
how  far  it  may  go.  It  may  be  a  mere 
technical  measure  altering  slightly  the 
machinery  with  regard  to  the  valuation 
authorities  in  their  preparation  of  the 
valuation  list-s.  If,  however,^  it  follows 
the  lines  laid  down  by  the  important 
Commission,  of  which  Lord  Balfour 
wasChairman,  I  can  assure  His  Majesty's 
Government  that  we  shall  give  it  the 
very  best  consideration  in  our  power; 
for,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  measure 
so  much  wanted  at  this  moment  as  ft 
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thoroogh,  complete,  and  wise  leforin  of 
all  matters  comiected  with  the  incidence 
of  local  taxation.  If  the  measure  is  of 
that  character  I  do  not  think  His 
Majesty's  Gtovemment  will  find  any 
obstiactive  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Opposition. 
I  have  now  touched  upon  the  various 

toints  which  have  been  referred  to  in  the 
peech  from  the  Throne.  But  there  are 
other  questions  which  have  been  omitted 
and  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of  the 
utmost  moment,  and  ought  to  be  at  once 
brooght  before  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  in 
this  Speech  there  is  no  reference  whatever 
to  South  Africa.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
Parliament  we  had  constant  references  to 
South  Africa.  At  this  time  last  year  a 
distinguished  statesman,  who  was  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  had  not  returned . 
from  his  tour  in  South  Africa.  He  had  | 
been  th^  c<mducting  most  important  t 
negotiations,  and  he  had  proposed  and  | 
apparently  brought  about  the  settlement  1 
of  a  considerable  number  of  questions. 
That  gave  rise  to  Bills  and  to  very 
important  discussions.  Parliament,  I 
think,  will  demand  a  great  deal  of  im- 
{ormation  with  regard  to  South  Africa. 
We  want  to  know  how  far  tiie  settle- 
ment (rf  the  country  is  progressing,  and 
hov  far  the  farmers  who  were  dispos- 
sessed of  their  farms  are  settling  down. 
We  want  to  know  what  number  of  troops 
have  been  withdrawn  from  that  country, 
and  what  number  of  troops  remain  there. 
We  want  also  to  know  what  has  been 
done  with  regard  to  the  financial 
airangementa  which  were  discussed  so 
much  last  year.  What  has  become  of 
tiiose  loans  ?  What  has  become  of  a 
certain  £10,000,000  which  was  to  be 
paid  towards  the  expenses  of  the  war 
into  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  guaranteed 
by  millioQaires  in  the  Transvaal  ?  We 
hear  nunours  that  this  payment  is 
not  to  be  made,  or  that  it  is  to  be 
deferred.  We  want  to  know  whether 
that  is  to  be  the  case.  All  these 
questions  require  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  and  explanation  by  them. 

There  is  also  the  question  of  labour 
in  the  Transvaal.  I  cannot  conceive 
a  greater  question  than  that.  We  hear 
that  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  into 
the  TraiuTaal— -it  may  be  wrong,  but 
mmonr  says  sinnetiiuig  like  100,000 


Chinese.   What  will  result  from  that  ? 
It  will    completely  revolutionise  the 
labour  organisation  in  the  Transvaal, 
and  will  have  a  profound  effect  in  other 
colonies  fA  South  Africa.    We  hear 
more  than  rumoura —  we  hear  reports 
of  what  has  been  done  in  the  Cape 
Colony,  where,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
there   is  pretty  nearly   a  unanimous 
opinion  against  this  action.    Not  only 
is  this  a  serious  thing  in  regard  to  the 
Transvaal,  but  it  is  also  a  serious  thing 
in  regard  to  the  question  of  federation. 
If  this  dispute  arises  between  the  colonies 
will  it  not  retard  this  great  measure  which 
some  statesmen  who  know  South  Africa 
well  look  to  as  the  final  solution  of  the 
difficulty  ?  I  wish  to  be  clearly  under- 
stood.   At  the    present  moment  the 
Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River  Colony 
are  Crown  colonies.   When  we  deal  with 
self-governing  colonies  we  have  a  prime 
principle  on  which  we  base  our  views, 
and  that  is  that  in  all  matters  of  internal 
government  those  colonies  are  to  be 
supreme,  and  they  are  to  settle  what 
they  consider  right  for  the  prosperity  and 
benefit  of  the  subjects  of  the  Crown  in 
those  colonies.   I  at  once  admit  that,  if 
this  question  had  been  submitted  to  a 
self-governing  colony,  and  if  they  had 
decided  that  it  was  necessary  to  introduce 
this  large  number  of  Chinese  labourers, 
then,  however  much  one  might  have 
disliked  it,  and  dreaded  the  moral  and 
social  efiect  of   such  an  act,  and.  the 
position  in  which  these  Chinamen  them- 
selves would  be  under  the  restrictions 
under  which  they  would  be  placed,  I 
certainly   should  have  accepted  the 
pontion.  But  how  can  we  tell,  until  free 
and  responsible  governraent  is  given  to 
the  Transvaal,  that  they  are  in  favour  of 
this  stupendous  and  gigantic  step  ?  I 
think  this  is  a  matter  that  requires  the 
prof oundest  attention .  It  was  only  yester- 
day that  we  had  the  Papers  on  the  subject. 
It  is  impossible  in  twenty-four  houra  to 
deal  with  a  Blue-book  on  tiie  subject  of 
tiie  deficiency  of  labour  in  the  Transvaal. 
But  Inotice  there  is  a  minority  and  a 
majority  Report,  and  I  rather  think  there 
is  no  mention  of  the  immigration  of 
Chinese  labourers  into  Africa.    Then,  we 
have  sot  got  the  important  ordinance 
which  has  been  passed.    I  have  said 
enough  to  show  that  this  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance ;  and  I  should  like  the 
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noble  Harquess  to  say  whether  I  am  right 
in  the  belief  that  the  Colonial  Secretary 
has  declared,  in  a  letter  which  I  think 
appealed  in  a  newspapet  within  the  last 
few  days,  that  he  does  not  intend  to 
give  his  assent,  or  to  allow  this  great 
change  to  be  effected,  until  fnll  discnssion 
has  taken  place  in  Parliament. 

Now  I  come  to  another  matta  which 
has  been  referred  to  to-night — I  mean  the 
Beport  from  the  Boyal  Commiesion  which 
was  presided  over  by  Lord  Elgin.  I 
consider  that  a  very  important  and  a 
very  remarkable  docnmeut.  It  is  couched 
in  the  most  moderate  terms.  There  is  no 
attack  upon  the  Qovemment,  no  indict- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  in  some 
respects  it  even  defends  (he  Govenunent. 
But  anybody  who  studies  the  evidence  in 
that  Beport  wil),  I  think,  find  a  most 
serious  indictment  against  the  Qovem- 
ment of  the  day  for  their  conduct  before 
the  war  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  war 
with  regard  to  the  preparations  and  other 
matters.  There  are  some  who  say 
that  this  report  is  not  sufficient, 
because  it  coXj  deals  with  the  pre- 
paration for  the  war,  the  ammunition, 
transport,  and  other  matters  up  to 
the  time  of  the  occupation  of  Pretoria. 
There  is  a  great  deal  after  that  which 
also  requires  consideration.  Well,  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  deny  that  therr  may 
be  something  in  it ;  but  I  do  think 
that  the  evideiice  given  is  a  very  serious 
matter,  and  that  Parliament  cumot  for 
a  single  moment  overlook  it.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  in  very  high  quarters 
that  we  must  let  bygones  be  bygones, 
and  that  we  are  not  to  consider  that 
which  has  happened  in  the  past ;  we  are 
told  to  let  the  dead  bury  their  dead- 
hat  w  e  must  only  look  to  what  His 
Majesty's  Govemnient  have  done  and 
what  it  is  now  proposed  to  do,  the 
changes  which  are  probably  imminent 
in  consequence  of  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Commission.  I  do  not  sub- 
scribe to  that  at  all.  I  fully  admit  that 
there  have  been  great  changes.  We 
have,  indeed,  had  two  changes  in  the 
<^ce  of  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  my 
noble  friend  opposite  has  become  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  his 
successor  has  become — has  been  pro- 
moted, if  I  may  say  so,  to  be — Secretary 
of  State  for  India.  I  do  not  think  that 
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these  changes  should  prevent  us  from 
discussing  the  past. 

The  sch^e  at  this  moment  presented 
to  Parliament,  and  which,  no  doubt,  is 
a  very  irawfftant  <me,  must  receive  the 
most  careoFol  attention  of  Parliamoit. 
The  Report  coven  tiie  whole  gronndf 
and  touches  what  took  place  in  the 

f reparations  for  the  war.  No  doubt  the 
ecretary  for  War  is  chiefly  responsible 
for  a  great  deal  that  has  been  found 
fault  with.  At  the  same  time  there  are 
other  members  of  the  Government  who 
must  be .  held  responsible.  Thore  was 
the  then  Colonial  Secretary  who  knew 
of  our  want  of  pr^aration ;  he  knew  the 
position  we  were  m  while  the  negotia- 
tions were  going  on.  I  think  he  very 
rashly  rushed  to  conclusions  the  negotia- 
tions whf  n  he  knew  that  at  any  moment 
he  might  have  expected  that  his  action 
would  bring  about  hostile  action  on  the 
part  of  BIr.  Kruger.  He  is  responsible ; 
but  most  of  all  I  cannot'allow  that  we 
are  to  absolve  the  Cabinet  from  responsi- 
bility for  this  great  default.  I  do  not 
want  now  to  go  at  any  length  into  this 
matter;  I  merely  raise  it  to  show  that  I 
shiill  have  something  to  say  on  the 
subject  of  the  blame  which  is  to  be 
attached  to  the  Government.  My  Lords, 
I  find  that  there  was  no  plan  of  cam- 
paign before  tbe  war  began.  There  was 
a  great  neglect  of  the  information  placed 
at  the  service  of  the  Government  by  the 
Intelligence  Department  as  to  the 
strength  of  the  forces  of  the  Transvaal, 
the  amount  of  ammunition,  and  the 
number  of  the  guns  that  they  had.  All 
this  seems  to  me  to  have  been  overlooked. 
Then  as  to  ourselves,  there  was  an 
insufficient  supply  of  ammunition,  and 
there  was  an  enormous  number  of  rifles 
with  most  imperfect  sights,  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  things  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  skilled  riflemen.  Here  they 
had  given  them  rifles  which  would  not 
shoot  properly.  There  are  many 
other  points  which  can  be  raised  gainst 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  The  country  must 
be  shown  what  has  been  the  cause  of 
these  great  errors ;  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  proper  responsibility  should  te 
fixed  on  members  of  the  Government, 
and  the  Government  itself,  for  what  I  am 
afraid  led  to  the  prolongation  of  the  war, 
and  in  maav  casa  bron^t  about  disaster, 
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and  certainly  enocmous  expense,  to  the 
country.  We  on  this  side  of  the  House 
shall  not  lose  any  opportonity  that  we 
may  have  to  bring  these  matters  before 
the  Honse,  which  is  so  well  able  to 
discuss  questions  connected  with  the 
military  and  naval  forces. 

I  have  only  one  subject  more  to  which 
I  shall  refer,  and  I  fully  admit  that  it  is 
a  subject  which  is  d  the  greatest  national 
importance  that  can  be  brought  before 
the  country.  I  refer  to  the  fiscal 
question .  We  all  know  that  since  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued,  in  every  political 
centre  in  the  country,  discussion  has  been 
going  on  on  one  side  and  the  other  with 
regard  to  this  great  fiscal  question.  It 
has  been  conducted  wit^  great  courage 
on  one  ade  by  one  man,  a^  it  has  be^ 
conducted  on  the  other  side  by  his 
opponents  with  great  ability.  Now  1 
cannot  help  referring  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  discussion  has  been  carried 
on.  The  result  of  the  action  of  the  late 
GcJonial  Secretary — one  result — is  that 
it  has  entirely  transfonned  and  changed 
His  Majesty's  Government.  First  of 
all  came  the  retirement  of  Kr. 
Chamberlain.  It  was  followed  by  the 
resignations  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Secretary  for  India. 
Later  on  came  the  almost  more  import- 
ant resignation  of  my  noble  friend  the 
Didce  of  Devonshire,  who,  during  the 
whole  of  the  Government  td  Lord  Salis- 
bu^  and  Mr.  Balfour,  had  been  one  of 
the  strongest  pillars  oi  that  Government. 
At  the  same  time  another  distinguished 
member  of  the  Government,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  highly  respected  not  only 
in  this  House,  but  in  Scotland,  resigned. 
There  were  certain  minor  changes ;  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  Cabinet  which 
existed  heUae  these  res^nations  took 
place,  before  this  transformation,  was 
entirely  changed. 

I  caimot  go  into  the  question  which  is 
likely  to  be  raised  here  ;  I  shall  not  to- 
night go  into  detail  of  the  manner  in 
which  these  changes  took  place.  But  I 
shall  venture  to  point  out  tiie  remaricable 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
line  of  the  argument  of  the  principal 
speaker,  Bfr.  Chamberlain,  in  the  conduct 
fk  his  great  campaign.  He  at  first 
argued  the  question  as  an  Imperialist. 
We  were  told  that  we  must  do  something 
to  keep  united  with  us  our  colonies,  that 
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we  must  make  sonie  saorifices  to  do  that, 
in  the  building  up  of  a  great  Empire, 
and  that  it  was  oi  the  utmost  import- 
ance that  this  policy  of  his  should  be 
carried  out.  I  confess  that  it  always 
seemed  to  me  a  strange  time  to  propose 
that  special  measures  should  be  taken 
to  unite  our  colonies  immediately  alter 
the  marvellous  loyalty,  patriotism,  and 
devotion  to  this  country  shown  by 
so  many  colonies  during  the  war. 
It  seemed  to  me  almost  an  insult  to  say 
that  we  were  obliged  by  some  fiscal 
measure  to  secure  that  loyalty  which, 
before  tmy  such  preference  had  been 
given,  had  already  been  displayed  by 
the  colonies.  Well,  that  was  the  com- 
mencement. We  were  told  that  we  most 
sacrifice  something  to  secure  this  union 
and  co-operation.  Any  increase  in  cost 
to  the  people  was  to  be  made  good  to 
the  working  classes  in  various  ways. 
At  one  time  it  was  by  old-age  pensions. 
That  has  disappeared.  In  the  autumn 
campaign  we  hardly  ever  heard  any- 
thing, or  very  little,  about  preference. 
Protection  took  its  place.  That  was  to 
meet  the  attitude  of  the  colonies  them- 
selves. We  know  from  many  sources  of 
information  that  Canada  objects  to  give 
us  any  preference  or  to  abate  in  any 
way  her  duties,  because  Canada  con- 
siders that  that  would  injuriously  affect 
her  mannfactures. 

We  have  heard  something  with  regard 
to  New  Zealand.  We  have  lately  seen  a 
very  eloquent  and  patriotic  speech  made 
by  Mr.  Seddon  in  introducing  a  measure 
with  regard  to  tarifis.  It  may  be  that 
in  one  respect  he  has  offered  to  do  some- 
thing as  regards  tea,  but  in  every  other 
respect  he  has  not  abated  in  the  slightest 
degree  the  duties  against  British  manu- 
factures. The  remarkable  thing  is  that 
what  is  the  most  striking  thing  in  this 
Bill  is  the  proposal  to  give  reciprocity 
to  foreign  countries.  This  is  offered  to  any 
foreign  country  which  is  willing  to  make  a 
reduction  of  its  duties.  I  will  venture  to 
say  that  one  reason  for  this  change  of 
attitude  on  tiie  part  of  the  ex-Colonial 
Secretary  was  that  he  found  that  the 
only  force  which  was  a  potent  one  with 
the  constituencies  was  this  question  of 
Protection.  Therefore,  I  maintain  that 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy  is  now  one  of 
Protection.  If  that  is  so,  your  Lordships 
will  understand  how  those  witii  whom  I 
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act,  who  are  strongly  opposed  to  Pro- 
tection, will  make  every  effort  to  with- 
stand and  defeat  a  policy  we  consider  so 
dangerous  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
industry  and  trade  of  titia  coontry,  and 
which  will  bring  such  difficaltiea  on  the 
working  classes  by  increasing  the  cost  of 
food  and  of  necessaries  of  life.  I  wish  to 
press  on  His  Majesty's  Government  that 
they  should  declare  their  position.  We 
have  had  statements  from  the  Prime 
Minister,  statements  in  which  he  has 
said  he  was  quite  ready  to  alter  the 
fundamental  fiscal  position  which  has 
prevailed  through  generations,  and  what 
does  this  mean  ?  Does  it  not  indicate  a 
wish  to  return  to  Protection  ?  I  am 
aware  that  he  has  said  he  is  a  free 
trader;  but  I  cannot  see  how  he  can 
retain  that  character.  He  has  given  his 
benediction  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy, 
but  he  has  said  we  must  not  be  in  too 
great  a  hurry.  He  thinks  it  would  be 
premature  to  adopt  this  policy  now,  that 
caution  must  be  used  in  advancing  on 
the  lines  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy , 
but  he  certainly  does  hold  out  a  hope 
that  at  some  future  day,  when  the 
country  has  been  prepared  by  the  ad- 
vocacy and  tilie  prop^andism  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  it  may  adopt  preferential 
duties  with  our  colonies,  adopt  the 
taxation  of  food ;  and  there  are  those 
who  support  Mr.  Balfour  who  would 
conform  to  that. 

But  is  that  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Ctovemment  %  If.  we  look  to  members  of 
the  Government  we  find  various  opinions 
expressed.  We  find  these  opinions  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  which,  on  the  whole, 
are  ^stinctly  favourable  to  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain, supported  by  the  new  Colonial 
Secretary  and  others — I  am  not  sure 
whether  my  noble  friend  opposite,  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  supports  that 
view.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
Ministers  who  have  repudiated  that 
policy  most  distinctly ;  there  is  the  noble 
Lord,  now  Fostmaster-Oeneral,  who  made 
a  most  remarkable  speech  the  other  day, 
in  which  he  said  tlut  though  he  was  a 
supporter  of  Mr.  Balfour,  he  would  not 
remain  in  the  Government  if  the  Govern- 
ment took  up  anything  like  a  policy 
iovolTii^  taxation  of  food.  Othw 
Ministers  have  expressed  similar  views. 
But  what  is  the  Government  policy — ^for 
&  policy  they  must  have — on  this  great 
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question  ?     It    is  impossible   for  a 
Government  to  remain  without  a  clear 
and  distinct  declaration  of  their  positiim. 
This  is  a  point  I  would  like  to  put 
to  your  Lordships — ^is  it  right  that  a 
policy  should  tw  dangled  before  the 
country,  should  be  held  in  sospense  for 
a  long  time  ?   The  Prime  Minister  has 
said  it  cannot  be  decided  for  some  time, 
and  there  is  an  idea  that  not  one  election 
can  decide  it.   Will  not  this  hesitation 
have  a  very  injurious  effect  on  the  finance, 
the  commerce,  and  the  industry  of  the 
country  ?   There  are  continual  declsia- 
tions  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  others  that  the  trade  of  the 
country  is  declining,  but  I  am  convinced 
this  is  an  entirely  erroneous  view,  and 
that  trade  was  never  more  prosperous  in 
this  country,  though  I  admit  some  changes 
may  be  neceuary,  for  we  have  to  meet  a 
keen  and  active  competition  from  other 
nations,  and  must  look  to  ourselves  and 
see  that  we  are  fuUy  armed  for  the 
struggle.    The  people  of  this  country 
must  be  fully  educated  to  meet  this 
competition,   but  I  cannot  believe  or 
admit  tliat  the  trade  and  prosperity  of 
this  great  country  is  on  the  wane.  Such 
declarati<ms  cannot  but  be  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  this  country  abroad, 
and  also  at  home.   This  is  not  i^;reed 
to  by  some  who  say  the  change  is  so 
far  off  that  it  does  not  affect  the  people 
at  the  present  time,  but  I  venture  to 
think    it  must  have  a  serious  effect 
on  the   trade   and    industry    of  the 
country.    I  trust  that  very  soon  we 
shall  have  a  decision  that  will  remove 
all  doubts        exist.  I  very  earnestly 
appeal  to  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
declare  themselves  on  this  subject.  I 
understand  the  position  taken  up  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain.    It  is  quite  clear ;  but 
I  defy  anyone,  however  ingenious,  how- 
ever able,  to  understand  the  position  of 
the  Government.   I  appeal  to  them  to 
make  theit  position  clear.  It  is  their 
daty  to  do  80.  Though  this  is  a  matter 
that  should  principally  be  debated  in 
another  place,  we  shall  not  here  sit 
quiet,  but  t^e  every  opportunity  we 
can — and  we  hope  we  may  not  be  entirely 
without  support  from  some  Members  on 
the  otiier  side  of  the  House  whose 
I  patriotism  will  come  before  their  adher- 
ence to  Party — to  bring  this  question 
before  the  countey.i^poMibletoawaken 
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the  people  to  a  propei  sense  of  the 
stupeodous  effect  tlusgieat  change  would 
have  on  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

*The  secretary  op  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Blarqueas  of 
Lansdowme)  :  My  Lords,  before  I  address 
myself  to  the  controversial  matters  with 
which  the  noble  Earl  *has  dealt  in  the 
course  of  bis  speech,  there  is  one  subject 
upon  which  I  will  ask  to  be  allowed  to 
say  a  very  few  words.    It  was  touched 
upon  by  the  noble  Earl  and  also  by  the 
noble  Lord  who  seconded  the  Addiess. 
I  leler  to  the  great  loss,  the  irreparable 
loss,  this  House  has  sustained  by  the 
death  of  the  late  Lord  Salisbury.  It 
has  been  truly  said  his  position  in  this 
House  was  unique.   We  think  of  him 
as  a  great  statesman,  as  a  great  Party  ^ 
Leader,  as  a  great  diplomatist,  but  to  us  | 
who  had  the  advantage  of  sitting  with  i 
him  in  this  House  he  will  always  appear  ! 
above  all  things  a  great  and  illustrious  : 
Member  of  the  House  of  Lords.   No  one  ' 
ever  took  a  more  prominent  part  in  ' 
upholding  the  best  traditions  of  this  As- : 
sembly,  no  one  imparted  more  authority  i 
and  dignity  to  its  debates ;  and  even  to-  ' 
wards  the  close  of  his  life,  when  those  of 
us  who  watched  him  closely  noticed,  with  ' 
pain,  fflgns  of  the  weariness  which  re-  i 
sultedftomlongyearsof  publicserviceand  , 
responsibility,  even  then  we  listened  to  i 
him  as  we  listened  to  no  other  Member  | 
of  the  House  of  Lords.  Surely  we  who  i 
lament  him  may  say  of  him,  with  regret 
and  reverence,  "  Oh,  how  much  wisdom 
sleeps  with  thee."    I  pass  from  this 
subject  in  order  to  associate  myself  with 
the  noble  Earl  in  congratulating  my  two 
noble  friends  who  moved  and  seconded 
the  Address.   I  do  not  think  I  ever  had 
the  privilege  of  hearing  what  has  always 
seemed  to  me  to  be  a  most  difficult  and 
most  embarrassing  duty  performed  with 
greater  taste  and  ability.    Hy  noble 
friend  the  movet  has  had  the  advantage 
of  apprenticeship  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  has  no  doubt  derived  benefit 
fromj   the     invigorating  atmosphere 
of  that  Assembly.   The  noble  Lord  who 
seconded  served  his  apprenticeship  in 
the  Diplomatic  Service  ;  and  I  must  say 
that,  as  I  listened  to  his  well-choseu 
words  and  noticed  the  felicity  with 
which  he  ezpiessed  himself,  I  felt  that 
the  House  of  Lords  had  gained  a  valuable 


recruit  and  that  the  Diplomatic  Service 
had  lost  one  who  would  have 
taken  a  useful,  I  might  almost  say, 
an  eounent  part  in  that  profes- 
sion. Both  my  noble  friends,  speak- 
ing with  becoming  modesty,  asked  your 
Lordships  to  grant  to  them  the  in- 
dulgence never  refused  to  those  who 
address  the  House  of  Lords  for  the 
first  time,  and  I  ask  leave  of  my  noble 
friends  to  stand  alongside  them  for  once. 
I  cannot  claim  from  your  Lordships 
indulgence  as  a  young  and  inexperienced 
Member  of  this  Assembly,  but  I  am  re- 
minded by  what  has  been  so  kindly  and 
considerately  said  by  the  noble  Earl 
that  I  need  the  indulgence  of  your  Lord- 
ships at  least  as  much  as  my  two  noble 
friends.  We  in  this  House  always 
succeed  in  maintaining  courteous  and 
considerate  relations  between  those 
who  sit  on  different  sides  of  it ; 
and  I  must  express  my  thanks  to  the 
noble  Earl  and  tell  him  how  deeply  I  am 
touched  by  the  kindly  references  he 
made,  not  only  to  myself,  but  to  a  pre- 
decessor of  mine,  who  bore  the  name  I 
now  bear  with  a  distinction  to  which  I 
can  never  aspire.  -/ , 

I  now  pass  to~  thej'different  matters 
which  the  noble  Earl  referred  to  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks.  The  noble  Earl 
was  good  enough  to  congratulate  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  contents 
of  the  first  four  paragraphs  of  the  Speech 
from;the  Throne,  I  feel  sure  that  all  of 
us  will  regard  with  genuine  satisfaction 
the  fact  that  so  considerable  an  approxi- 
mation has  taken  place  between  the 
great  country  which  is  our  neighbour 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel  and  our- 
selves. I  do  not  think  yon  will  find,  either 
here  or  in  France,  that  too  much  credit 
is  taken  to  themselves  by  the  diplomatists 
of  either  country  for  this  happy  condition 
.of  things.  It  is  due,  no  doubt,  partly  to 
those  courtesies  which  have  recently  beeu 
exchanged  and  to  which  reference  has 
been  made ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  due 
mainly  to  a  deep-seated  conviction  on 
the  part  of  the  peoples  of  the  two 
coantries  that  there  is  no  real  divergence 
between  our  interests,  that  the  greatest 
of  our  common  interests  is  peace,  and 
that  there  is  no  greater  security  for  the 
peace*of  Europe  than  that  it  should  be  de- 
sired both  by  France  and  Great  Britain. 
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The  Tteaty  of  Arbitration,  to  which 
reference  is  made  in  the  Gracious 
Speech,  is  a  very  strictly  limited  one, 
but  it  is  valuable  as  giving  expression 
to  the  feelings  which  I  have  just 
endeavoured  to  describe;  and  it  has 
been  followed  by  a  similar  Treaty  with 
Italy,  signed  within  the  last  two-duys, 
and  by  a  Treaty  with  the  Netherlands, 
which  is  in  couree  of  negotiation.  In 
the  case  of  the  United  States  we 
have  endeavoured  to  translate  into 
practice  what  in  the  treaties  with  France 
and  Italy  is  laid  down  as  a  matter  of 
principle.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
toibunal  which  has  lately  disposed  of 
the  Alaska  di£Gicalty,  was  not,  strictly 
speaking,  an  arbitral  tribunal.  It 
anoids,  neverthelesB,  an  illustration  of 
the  possibility  of  settling  by  other  than 
diplomatic  means  a  long-standing  and 
dangerous  international  difference.  I 
describe  it  as  dangerous  because  the 
frontier  of  Alaska  might  at  any  moment 
have  brought  ua  into  serious  and  aonte 
contrOTersy  with  the  Unitnl  States.  And 
for  this  reason,  that  the  Alaskan  frontier 
might  have  been  challenged  not  only  by 
diplomatic  protests,  but  by  overt  acts  on 
the  part  of  the  population  which  ha^ 
resorted  to  that  remote  country  for  the 
purpose  of  pursuing  the  mining  industry. 
Any  serious  clashing  on  the  spot  between 
the  settlers  belonging  to  Canada,  on  l^e 
one  hand,  or  to  the  United  States  on  the 
other,  might  at  any  moment  have 
brought  about  an  incident  of  the 
utmost  gravity.  It  is  therefore 
most  fortunate  that  we  should  have 
been  successful  in  removing  that  ques- 
tion from  the  path  of  our  diplomacy. 
The  result  in  the  finding  of  the  tribunal 
has  no  doubt  not  been  entirely  satisfactory 
to  us,  and  in  this  respect  I  do  not  draw 
any  distinction  between  the  interests  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  our  interests. 
The  question  at  issue  is  a  question  of  the 
position  not  merely  of  the  frontier  of 
Canada,  but  of  the  frontier  of  the  British 
Empire,  for  the  defence  and  the  integrity 
of  which  we  are  responsible.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  seri- 
ously expected  that  we  should  obtain  a 
favourable  verdict  on  all  points;  and 
I  am  inclined  to  find  Home  consolation  in 
the  fact  that  our  military  and  naval 
advisers  tell  us  confidently  that  the  two 
islands  in  the  Portland  Channel  which, 

The  Marquees  of  Lansdtncne. 


under  this  award  weire  given  to  the 
United  States,  are  of  no  strategical  value 

whatever. 

The  noble  Earl  expressed  disappoint- 
ment   that  more   progress   had  not 
been  made  in  bringing  about  an  improve- 
ment in  the  position  of  the  long-snfiering 
and  misgoverned  population  in  Mace- 
donia. The  policy  ol  the  Government 
has  been  based  upon  a  detnte  to  avoid  a 
breach  of  the  peace  in  Macedonia,  and 
upon  an  equally  sincere  desire  to  bring 
about  an  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  population.   I  connect  tiiese  two 
objects  very  closely,  because  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  if  a  conflagration  were 
to  break  out  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula 
the     greatest  and    most  immediate 
sufferers  would  be  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitants of  those  vilayets  in  which  the 
recent  disturbances  have  occurred.  We 
have,  at  any  rate,  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  we  could  not  do  better  than  support 
the  two  Powers — Austria-Hungary  and 
Russia  —  in   the  schemes  of  reform 
which  they  have  put  forward.  But, 
as  the  Papers  whioh  have  been  hid 
on  the  Table,  I  believe  to-day,  will 
show  your  Lordships,  we  have  spared 
no    ^orts    in    order    to     give  to 
these   schemes  as  much  completeness 
as  possible,  and  we   have  made  it 
perfectly  plain  to  all  concerned  that 
if  these  schemes  should  fail  to  produce 
the  desired  result,  we  reserve  to  ourselves 
entire  liberty  to  bike  into  consideration 
and  to  propose  alternative  and  more  far- 
reaching  measures.  I  think  we  may 
fairly  say   that  something   has  been 
achieved,  and  I  teust  that  advanta^ 
will  be  taken  of  the  next  few  weeks  in 
orderto accelerate  tbeintroduction of  those 
reforms.  The  situation  is  undoubtedly 
an  extremely  grave  one,  and  I  can  con* 
ceive  no  greater  misfortune  than  that, 
either  on  account  of  dilatoriness  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  putting  forward 
these  measures,  or  on  account  of  ob- 
structiveness  on  the  part  of  the  Porte,  we 
should  find  ourselves  once  more  at  the 
beginning  of  what  may,  I  suppose,  be 
called  the  fighting  season  without  any 
real  progress  having  been  achieved  in 
the  direction  which  we  so  much  desire. 

In  his  reference  to  the  negotiations  be- 
tween Japan  and  Russia,  the  noble  Earl 
asked  me  whether  he  might  infer  from 
the  language  of  the  saramph  in  His 
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Majesty's  Speech  tiiat  His  Majesty's 
Oovemiaent  had  used  their  good  c^ces 
witii  the  object  of  bringing  about  an 
understanding  between  the  Powers.  My 
answer  to  that  is  this.  I  believe  it  to 
be  an  axiom  of  diplomacy  that  it  is  not 
desirable  to  offer  your  good  offices  unless 
you  have  reason  to  know  that  they  are 
desired.  We  have  not  been  invited  to 
extend  out  good  offices;  and  it  is  in- 
deed, I  believe,  an  open  secret  that  mie, 
at  all  events,  of  the  disputants  has 
intimated  plainly  that  he  does  not  de- 
sire mediation  at  the  present  time.  We 
have  therefore,  I  thiiJc,  been  perfectly 
correct  in  advising  the  use  in  the  Gracious 
Speech  of  language  which  shows  that  our 
desire  certainly  is  to  promote  a  pacific 
solution,  and  that  if  the  opportunity  of 
contributing  to  that  end  should  happily 
present  itself,  we  should  be  glad  and  j 
ready  to  avail  ourselves  of  it.  I 
The    noble   Earl    referred    to    the  I 
paragraph     in    which    the     Speech  \ 
deals    with   the  military  operations 
in  Somaliland.   He  expressed  a  very 
natural  feeling  of  impatience  at  the 
manner    in    which    these    operations ' 
are  being  prolonged.   I  feel  quite  as  ; 
inq>atient  as  he  does.    But  it  is  our  ; 
duty  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  country 
is  one  in  which  the  forces  engaged  have  | 
not  only  to  contend  with  a  formidable 
enemy,  but  with  conditions  of  climate  ' 
which  render  operations  most  arduous  ! 
and  most  difficult.   These  operations  in  | 
their  earlier  stages  were  certainly  not  i 
whoUy  unsuccessful  ;   but  they  were  | 
not  so  conclusive  but  that  we  thought  | 
it  necessary  to  enlarge  their  scope  and  I 
to  endeavour  to  deal  a  crushing  blow  to 
the  personage  who  has  been  commonly  ! 
referred  to  as  the  Mullah.   The  noble 
Bail  asked  us  why  we  could  not  establish 
ourselves  strongly  within  our  own  settle- 
ments and  avoid  entangling  ourselves  in 
operations  outside   their  limits.  The 
answer  to  that  is  that  we  have  not  been 
allowed  to  do  so.    The  noble  Earl  is  no 
doubt  aware  that  we  not  only  have 
settlements  actually  on  the  coast,  but 
that  there  are  tribes  immecUately  adjoin- 
ing thoae  settlements  who  have  entered 
into  arrangements  with  us,  and  who 
have  a  right  to  claim  our  protection. 
Beyond  those  tribes  there    lies  the 
friendly  kingdom  of    Abyssinia,  and 
beyond  ^t  our  East  African  Protector- 


ate. It  is  impossible  for  us  to  allow  a 
region  of  this  kind  to  fall  a  prey  to  a 
Mahdi  or  to  a  Mullah,  or  indeed  to  ai^  one 
who  is  capable  of  organising  a  fanatical 

movement,  the  extent  of  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  foretell.  You  may  find 
it  convenient  to  leave  things  alone  and 
to  allow  the  movement  to  develop  itself, 
but  you  have  always  to  pay  for  it  in  the 
long  ran.  We  at  any  rate  have 
determined  that  these  op^tiona  shall 
not  conclude  until  the  Mullah  has  been 
taught  a  sufficient  lesson.  The  extent 
of  the  success  achieved  by  Colonel 
Sgerton  can  scarcely  yet  be  fully  gauged, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  be  has  dealt 
a  very  severe  blow  to  the  Mullah's 
prestige  and  that  our  position  in 
Somaliland  is  at  this  moment  infinitely 
stronger  than  it  was  a  few  months  ago. 

The  noble  Earl  spoke  in  feeling  terms 
of  the  losses  by  which  these  operations 
have  been  attended.  In  all  such  opera- 
tions we  pay  a  penalty  in  the  shape  of 
a  long  casualty  list  which  invariably 
includes  an  undue  proportion  of  British 
officers.  There  is  no  attribute  of  our 
British  officers  of  which  we  have 
more  reason  to  be  proud  t^n  their 
power  of  leading  troops  and  levies 
drawn  from  comparatively  uncivilised 
countries  and  races.  The  secret  of  that 
success  is  this,  that  they  never  shrink 
from  exposing  themselves  wherever 
danger  is  greatest,  with  the  result  that 
they  too  often  pay  the  penalty  with  their 
lives ;  I  am  sure  every  Member  of 
your  Lordships'  House  will  join  with 
the  noble  Earl  in  offering  our  sympathy 
to  a  popular  and  much  respected 
Member  of  the  House  of  Lords  who  has 
suffered  a  grievous  and  lamentable 
bereavement  in  this  recent  action.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  know  that  these 
operations  have  been  considerably 
assisted  by  the  Italian  Qovernment, 
which  has  allowed  us  to  make  use  of 
Italian  ports,  and  has  in  particular  done 
a  great  deal  to  suppress  that  pernicious 
traffic  in  arms  which  does  so  much  to 
aggravate  the  difficulties  of  those 
engaged  in  warfare  of  this  kind. 

Then  the  noble  Earl  asked  me  a  series 
of  questions  with  regard  to  the  mission 
to  Thibet,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  an 
explanation  would  be  given  of  the 
circumstances  in  which  that  mission 
originated.  We.  are^ 
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Table,  and  the  Noble  Earl  will  leam  from 
them  that  this  affair  had  its  origin,  not, 
as  seems  sometimes  to  be  supposed,  in  a 
British  invasion  of  Thibet,  but  in  a 
Thibetan  invasion  of  a  State  under 
British  protection.  That  event  took  place 
some  years  ago.  We  treated  the  Thibetans 
with  the  ntmost  leniency ;  we  did  not 
deprive  them  of  any  territory,  we  did  not 
ask  them  for  any  indemnity.   All  we  did 
ask  for  was  that  they  should  enter  into 
a  neighbourly  agreement  with  us,  under 
which  the  frontier  was  to  be  clearly 
demarcated  and  facilities  were  given  to 
persons  engaged    in  trade   across  it. 
That  agreement,  so  entered  into,  has  been 
constantly  broken ;  the  boundary  pillars 
have  been  removed,    peaceful  traders 
have  been  interfered  with,  our  agents 
have  been  turned  back,  our  letters  have 
been  returned  unopened,  and  British 
subjects  have  been  arrested  and  carried 
away.   It  is  impossible  that  we  should 
tolerate  conduct  of  that  kind,  and  the 
Government  of  India    very  properly 
determined   to  insist   on  obtaining  a 
more  satisfactory   arrangemeait  for  the 
future.    Then,   says    the   noble  Earl, 
"Why  have  you  not  been  content  to 
deal  with  this  matter   through  the 
Chinese  Government  ? "    The  answer 
to  that  is  this.   In  1890  we  did  deal 
with  the  Chinese  Government,  and  the 
agreement  then  entered  into  by  the 
Chinese  Envoy,  aided  by  a  Thibetan  as- 
sessor, was  absolutely  repudiated  by  the 
Thibetans.  On  this  occasion,  although  we 
taye  again  invoked  the  assistance  of 
China,  we  have  done  so  quite  in  vain. 
The  CSiinese  Government  began  by  send- 
ing down  an  officer  of  inferior  rank  and 
quite  incapable  of  assisting  the  conduct 
of  the  negotiations.    The  Chinese  repre- 
sentative at  Lhasa  endeavoured  to  dis- 
suade the  Thibetans  from  continuing  their 
opposition,  but  he  attempted  to  do  so  in 
vain.  Finally,  it  may  interest  the  noble 
Earl  to  know  that  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment deputed  an  envoy  to  go  to  Thibet 
for  the  express  purpose  of  settling  these 
matters;  that  that  envoy  left  Pekin  in 
December,"  1902,  and  is  still  on  his  way  to 
Lhasa.  I  think,  therefore,  I  am  justified 
in  saying  that  the  Chinese  Government 
are  a  broken  reed  to  lean  upon. 

llie  noble  Barl  asked  whether  this 
Thibetan  mission  does  not  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  55th  clause  of  the 
The  Marqum  of  Larudowne. 
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Government  of  India  Act.  That  clause 
runs  thus — 

"  Except  for  preventing  or  repelling  acttul 
iavasioQ  of  Her  Majea.y'a  Indian  poBsesslonB, 
or  under  other  and  urgent  necessity,  the 
revenue  of  India  shall  not,  without  the  ocn- 
sent  of  botb  Houses  of  Parliament,  be  applic- 
able to  defray  the  expenses  of  any  mifitwy 
operations  carried  on  beyond  the  extemiJ 
frontiers  of  such  possessions  by  Her  Majesty's 
foroes  charged  upon  each  revenues." 

We  do  not  admit  that  the  Thibetan 
mission,  which  is  described  in  the  Speech 
as  a  political  mission,  is  a  mifitaiy 
operation.  That  matter  has  been 
thoroughly  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  and  they  are  satisfied 
that  there  has  been  no  co'htraven- 
tion  of  the  Act.  So  far  as  the 
people  of  Thibet  are  concerned,  Col<mel 
Younghusband  seems  to  have  been 
received  in  a  very  friendly  manner. 
The  opposition  he  has  to  encounter  is, 
we  believe,  entirely  confined  to  the  monks 
at  Lhasa,  who  constitute  the  civil  and 
religious  authority  in  that  strange 
country. 

Then  the  noble  Earl  passed  to  events 
\  in  South    Africa,  and  exprMsed  his 
!  surprise  that  no  information  was  forth- 
j  coming  in  the  King*s  Speech  with  regard 
!  to  the  progress  of  settlement  in  that 
country,  the  number  of  troops  employed 
j  there,  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  last, 
but  not  least,  the  question  of  Chinese 
labour.    I  really  think  tiiat  a  Speedbi 
from  the  Throne  including  subjects  of 
this  kind  would  be  an  extremely  nn- 
j  usual  document.   So  far  as  the  general 
position  of  affairs  in  South  Africa  is  con- 
cerned, I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  be 
content  to  let  us  discuss  that  question 
on  some  more  suitable  occasion.    But  I 
do  feel  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  his  observations  as  to  the 
question  of  the  employmmt  of  Chinese 
labour.    The  noble  Earl  said  that  in  a 
self-governing  colony  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  kind  of  action  we  were  about 
to  encourage  or  permit  would  be  tolerated. 

♦Earl  SPENCER:  Oh,  no.  I  said 
that  whatever  is  done  in  self-governing 
colonies,  however  much  we  might  oriticiae 
the  importation  of  Chinese  labour,  we 
should  not  interfere. 

•  The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNB  : 
Of  course  this  is  not  a  s 
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colony ;  but  it  h&a  been  the  desire  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  deal  wi^ 
this  question  as  nearly  as  possible  as  if 
we  were  dealing  with  a  self'goreming 
colony.  That  is  the  gist  of  our  policy, 
and  I  think  I  am  justified  in  pointing 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  proposal 
to  introduce  Asiatic  labour  has  been 
supported  in  the  Transvaal  and  in  South 
Africa  generally.  I  find  that  at  the 
Bloemfontein  Conference  last  year — 
a  Conference  at  which  all  the  South 
African  Colonies  were  represented — a 
resolution  was  carried  in  favour  of  the 
introduction  of  Asiatic  unskilled  labour 
under  proper  Government  control  and 
on  the  understanding  that  the  labourers 
should  be  repatriated  at  the  expiration 
of  their  period  of  service.  Then  I  find 
that  the  luabour  Commission  reported 
by  a  majority  of  ten  to  two  in  favour 
of  that  step.  Then  comes  the  action 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Transvaal,  which  decided  in  favour  of 
the  introduction  of  Asiatic  labour  by  a 
majority  of  twenty-two  to  four.  Finally, 
I  find  that  a  petition  has  been  signed  by 
more  than  half  the  male  population  of  the 
Transvaal  in  favour  of  the  introduction 

Asiatic  labour.  Dealing  as  wewere  with 
a  colony  without  self-governing  institu- 
tions, we  could  not  possibly  have  a 
greater  weight  of  local  authority  in 
support  of  the  proposed  measure.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  figure  of  103,000  which 
the  noble  Earl  gave  us  is  not  one  founded 
Upon  fact.  I  Inlieve  that  what  is  pro- 
posed is  that  10,000  of  these  labourers 
shall  be  introduced  as  an  experiment. 
Lastly,  I  have  to  say  that  the  noble 
Earl  is  quite  correct  in  stating  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  announced  that 
nothing  will  be  finally  settled  on  this 
point  until  opportunity  has  been  offered 
for  a  full  discussion  in  Parliament.  My 
noble  friend  the  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  reminds  me  that  the  Papers  will 
be  presented  as  soon  as  possible. 

Now  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on  a  question  which  I  need  not  tell 
your  Lordships  has  aroused  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  country  and  has  probably 
a  deeper  interest  for  me  than  for  any 
other  Member  of  your  Lordships'  House 
— I  mean  the  Report  of  Lord  Elgin's 
Commission.  That  report —  the  great 
value  of  which  I  am  fully  prepared  to 
admit — may  be  used  either  for  one  or 


both  of  two  purposes.  You  may  en- 
deavour to  find  in  it  the  materials  for 
an  indictment  of  ^e  Government  which 
was  in  power  when  the  South  African  war 
broke  out.  If  you  desire  to  use  it  for 
that  purpose  we  are  quite  ready  to  meet 
you.  The  noble  Earl  admitted  that 
the  report  was  by  no  means  a  condenma- 
tion  of  the  then  Government  at  all 
points.  If  we  are  to  deal  with  the 
report  as  an  indictment  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  1899,  we  shall  ask  you  to 
confine  yourselves  to  the  terms  of  that 
report  and  to  bear  in  mind,  as  the  noble 
Earl  has  admitted,  that  the  report  is 
by  no  means  one  which  entirely  con- 
demns us.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  on  some  points  upon  which 
we  were  most  severely  criticised  at  the 
time,  the  Commission  have  reported 
in  our  favour.  I  hope  I  did 
not  correctly  understand  what  was 
said  by  the  noble  Earl  when  he  told  us, 
as  I  thought,  that  he  proposed  to  turn 
from  the  report  to  the  obUer  dicta  of  the 
witnesses.  There  is  an  immense  amount 
of  evidence  published  with  the  report, 
but  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  ask  that 
the  noble  Earl  should  accept  the  finding 
of  the  Commission,  and  not  try  to  qualify 
that  finding  by  citations  from  the 
opinions  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
examined  by  the  Commission.  But 
this  historical  and  personal  aspect  of 
the  case,  interesting  as  it  may  be,  pain- 
fully interesting  as  it  may  be  to  some  of 
us,  is  not  after  sil  the  most  important 
aspect  of  the  report.  Its  great  value  is 
this — that  it  teaches  us,  upon  authority, 
the  lessons  to  be  learnt  from  the  South 
African  war,  and,  as  to  that,  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  consider  that  we  have  at 
any  rate  not  been  slow  to  take  advantage 
of  the  suggestions  and  advice  which  are 
given  to  us  by  the  Commissioners.  Your 
Lordships  have  already  seen  the  report  ci 
that  smaller  Committee  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  advise  the  Secretary  of  State 
aa  to  the  manner  in  which  effect  might 
be  given  to  some  of  the  Commission's 
recommendations ;  and  I  shall  be  sur- 
prised if  any  Member  of  this  House  is 
found  to  say  that  the  report  of 
Lord  Eaher's  Committee  is  wanting  in 
thoroughness  or  courage.  We  intend  to  act 
upon  it  so  far  as  its  main  principles  are 
concerned ;  and  when  the  time  comes  for 
discussing  these  questions  in  your  Lord- 
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ships*  House  you  will  have  before  you 
the  facts  as  disclosed  by  the  report 
of  the  Elgin  Commission  and  a  clear 
and  distinct  statement  of  the  manner 
in  which  we  propose  to  deal  with 
the  most  important  subject  dealt  with 
in  that  inquiry — I  mean  the  organisation 
of  the  War  Office  itself. 

The  noble  Earl,  at  the  close  of  his 
Bpeech,  addressed  your  Lordships  upon 
that  fiscal  question  which  now  looms  so 
much  in  the  foreground  of  our  political 
life.  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  given 
frequent  opportunity  of  discussing  it, 
and  I  therefore  treat  the  noble  Earrs  ob- 
servations as  more  in  the  nature  of  a 
xeoonnaissance  in  force  than  of  a  frontal 
attack.  But  he  made  one  or  two  obser- 
vations as  to  which  I  should  like  to  say 
a  word.  I  observe-  that,  following  a 
course  which  is  not  very  unusual  on  the 
part  of  his  friends,  he  attacked  us,  not 
iw  any  policy  which  wehave  ourselves  put 
forwart^  or  to  which  we  are  in  any  way 
committed,  but  for  the  policy  which  has 
been  put  forward  and  recommended  to 
the  country  by  the  late  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. I  did  not  catch,  in  the  course  of 
the  noble  Earl's  speech,  any  serious  com- 
plaint of  the  policy  which  has  been  laid 
before  the  country  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
except  that  he  did  not  think  the  Prime 
Minister  had  sufficiently  defined  it ;  he 
adced  us  whether  we  could  tell  him 
what  that  policy  really  was.  I  must 
say  that  I  thought  Mr.  Balfour,  in 
the  document  which  he  published, 
and  in  the  speech  which  he  delivered  at 
Sheffield,  followed  latex  by  a  speech 
which  he  delivered  at  Manchester,  had 
very  successfully  and  completely  d^Ded 
the  policy  which  we  as  a  Government 
have  accepted.  It  is  the  policy  which  is 
usually,  for  convenience  sake,  described 
as  the  policy  of  n^otiation  and 
retaliation.  I  have  never  heard  that 
noble  Lords  opposite  seriously  con- 
tend that  freedom  of  negotiation  is  not 
a  freedom  which  we  should  be  allowed 
to  aijoy;  and,  as  for  retaliation,  in  all 
the  speeches  delivered  by  noble  Lords 
opposite  and  their  friends,  I  notice  that 
there  is  always  a  saving  clause  about 
retaliation,  and  I  also  notice  that  that 
saving  clause  is  always  received  by  the 
audience  with  apparently  much  more 
enthusiasm  than  the  other  parts  of  their 
speeches. 

The  Marquess  of  Larudoume. 


The  gist  of  the  attack  is  that  we  do 

not  conceal  our  sympathy  with  the  ob- 
jects which  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  pro- 
claimed. I  am  here  to  say  that  I  for  one 
certainly  do  not  wish  to  conceal  my  sym- 
pathy with  Mr.  Chamberlain's  aspiratitms 
and  objects.  The  aim  of  his  poUcy  is  to 
draw  the  difierent  parts  of  the  Empire 
more  closely  together,  to  put  the  affairs 
of  the  Empire,  if  I  may  so  say,  upon  a 
more  business  footing  than  has  hitherto 
been  the  case.  Is  that  an  object  which 
any  patriotic  Englishman  can  regard 
with  disapproval  or  indifFerence  1  I 
certainly  was  under  the  impression  that 
all  of  us,  for  years  past,  have  been  seeking 
to  find  some  way  of  drawing  the  colonies 
nearer  to  us ;  and  surely  the  presoit 
moment,  when  the  colonies,  as  is  shown  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  are,  on  their 
side,  ready  to  assume  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  burden  of  Imperial  defence,  when 
they  are  ready  to  give  our  commerce 
facilities  which  are  denied  to  other 
countries,  is  not  the  moment  when  we 
can  affwd  to  say  that  we  will  exclude 
altogether  from  disctission  proposals  of 
this  kind.  We  admit — we  have  never 
concealed — that  proposals  of  this  kind 
require  the  most  careful  examination. 
We  recognise  the  immense  difficulties 
which  have  to  be  overcome  before  a 
practical  shape  can  be  given  to  them— 
difficulties  which  are  not  only  of  an 
economical,  but  of  a  political  kind. 
And,  as  I  have  once  or  twice  ventured 
to  say  in  this  House,  I  am  not  sure  that- 
the  political  difficulties  ar^  not  more 
serious  than  the  economical. 

Well,  in  these  circumstances,  having 
explained  with  absolute  clearness  the 
limits  of  the  policy  which  we  are  pre- 
pared to  adopt  and  to  recommend  to  the 
country,  we  say  that  the  question  of  an 
extension  of  that  policy  of  the  kind  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  one  with 
which  we  are  not  prepared  to  deal  at  the 
present  time.  Is  that  a  very  igno- 
minious position  to  tdcenp?  The  question 
is  one  of  enormous  gravity.  If  tiie 
reward  of  success  in  dealing  wil^  it 
might  be  great,  the  consequences  of 
fAilure  might  be  irreparable ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  we  are  only 
showing  common  prudence  when  we 
decline  to  be  rushed  into  a  decision. 
You  are  always  complaining  of  us  because 
you  suppose  that  we^ve  spiung  this 
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qaestioa  upon  you  and  endeavoored  to 
nuh  you  into  a  decision.  Then  why  is 
it  that  you  wish  to  rush  us  into  a 
negative  of  all  these  propoaals  ?  If  you 
deaire  time  to  look  about  yon*  are  we  un- 
nuonable  in  asking  for  a  little  time  for 
the  same  purpose  ?  Our  position  seems 
to  me  perfectly  Ic^cal,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  we  are  fully  prepared 
to  defend  the  policy  which  we 
have  accepted ;  and  we  shall  not 
he  T«y  much  moved  by  the  ingeni- 
ous criticism  which  goes  to  show  that 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  or 
the  members  of  the  Oovemment,  there 
may  be  various  shades  and  gradations  of 
opinion — that  some  of  us  are  more 
saognine  and  that  others  are  less  san- 
gnine  with  regard  to  the  future— so  long 
as  we  present  a  solid  front  in  regard  to 
that  ^arfc  of  the  policy  which  we  have 
ezunined  and  to  which,  as  a  Govemmeat, 
we  aie  oommitted.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  deal  witb  most  of  the  points  which 
the  noble  Earl  has  raised.  I  am  afraid 
that  if  I  had  made  it  my  business  to 
follow  him  in  detail  on  all  of  them  I 
should  have  kept  your  Lordships  to  a 
late  honr.  It  only  remains  for  me 
to  thank  your  Lon^hips  for  the 
patioioe  with  which  you  have  listened 
to  me.  I  have,  during  my  long  period  of 
service  in  this  House,  constantly  had  to 
take  advantage  of  your  Lordships*  for- 
bearance and  generosity,  and  I  trust  that 
in  the  new  position  in  which  I  have 
been  unexpectsdly  placed  by  the 
events  of  the  last  few  months  I 
may  look  forward  to  the  same 
patienoe  and  the  same  kindness  which 
your  Lordships  have  never  failed  to 
extend  to  me  in  past  years. 

^Tbb  lord  chancellor  (The 
Barl  of  H&LSBURT) :  My  Lords.  I  had 
not  intended  to  intervene,  but  there  is 
<me  topic  on  which  I  wish  to  say  a  word. 
I  refer  to  the  great  loss  which  this  Hoose 
has  sustained  in  the  death  of  the  late 
Lord  Salisbury.  I,  who  enjoyed  for 
many  years  his  personal  friendship,  feel 
it  is  impossible  to  remain  silent  and  not 
to  associate  myself  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  seconder  of  the  Address,  by 
the  noble  Marqaess,  and  by  the  noble 
Btrl  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  I 
would  associate  myself  with  those  obser- 
vations whi(^  have  been  made^  and  I 


feel  that  in  saying  anytiung  about  him 
in  this  House  it  is  an  i£e  thing  to 
attempt  to  say  anything  of  one  with  whom 
your  XiOTdahipB  were  so  familiar.  He 
has  too  often  exhibited  the  phenomena 
of  "thoaghts  that  breathe,  and  words 
that  bum  *'  in  this  House  to  render  any 
words  from  those  who  appreciated  his 
friendship  and  admired  his  genius  neces- 
sary to  enhance  the  admiration  with 
which  we  all  regarded  him.  He  is  a 
loss,  I  was  going  to  say,  not  only  to  his 
own  country,  but  to  Europe;  and  I 
think  even  that  would  be  less  than  the 
truth,  because  it  will  be  tme  to  say  that 
the  whole  civilised  world  must  miss  one 
who  was  a  great  leader  of  men  and  of 
men's  thoughts,  and  one  to  whose  judg- 
ment and  sagacity  from  time  to  time 
men  of  all  countries  and  all  races  have 
appealed.  But  of  him,  as  of  some  other 
statesmen,  I  think  it  is  tme  to  say  that 
the  extent  of  his  loss  the  world  does  not 
always  understand.  His  colleagues 
know  better  how  great  that  loss  is, 
because  they  know  how  much  has  been 
saved  from  time  to  time  by  the  wisdom 
and  sagacity  with  which  afiFairs  have 
been  conducted.  And  it  is  the  very 
fact  of  success  that  has  sometimes 
buried  in  oblivion  things  which  might 
have  led  to  calamities  which  his  wisdom 
and  s^acity  have  avoided.  The  very 
fact  of  what  he  has  done  has  buried  in 
oblivion  those  things  which  might  have 
led  to  war ;  and  I  can  say  most  truly, 
that,  in  my  view,  on  more  than  one  oc- 
casion, his  patience  and  forbearance,  his 
tact  and  courage,  have  saved  his  country 
from  what  might  have  been  a  calamitous 
war.  I  will  not  trust  myself  to  speak  of 
him  as  a  friend  and  colleague.  No  one, 
I  believe,  who  ever  came  within  the 
sphere  of  his  influence  has  failed  im- 
plicity  to  trust  him,  and  no  man  ever 
trusted  him  in  vain. 

I  will  not  be  provoked  into  reference 
to  the  other  matters  which  the  noble  Earl 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  brought 
before  us.  I  could  not  help  feeling  while 
I  was  listening  to  him  that  his  speech 
ought  logically  to  have  been  followed  by 
an  Amendment  to  the  Address,  and  in  that 
case  it  would  have  been  possible  for  your 
Lordships  to  have  expressed  an  opinion 
one  way  orthe  other.  But  vague,  general 
declamation  against  the  existing  Govern- 
ment,  not  followed  ^bj;  any^>gj^\c^U 
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can  give  power  to  your  Lordships  to  ex- 
ptesB  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other,  is 
not  a  form  of  discussion  which  I  think  is 
favourable  to  those  who  have  an  answer 
to  give.  I  have  no  doubt  that  on  many 
occasions  we  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  diacossing  all  these  topics,  and  then  I 
shall  give  myself  the  satisfaction  of  oc- 
casionally replying  to  some  of  the  obser- 
vations which  I  feel  to  be  unjust^  but 
which  this  is  not  the  appropriate  oc- 
casion to  discuss. 

On  Question,  agreed  to  nemine  Hdssen' 
tienie,  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to 
His  llajesty  by  the  Lords  with  White 
Staves. 

The  Earl  of  Morley — Appointed,  nemine 
dissetUietUe,  to  take  theChftir  in  all  Com- 
mittees of  this  House  for  this  session. 

Committee  for  Privileges — Appointed. 

Committee  for  the  Journals— Ap- 
pointed. 

Stf^pages  in  the  Streets—Order  to 
prevent,  renewed. 
Appeal  Committee — Appointed. 


PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS 
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Ihe  Lord  Chancellof.  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  following  Papers  having 
been  commanded  to  be  presented  to  this 
House  by  His  Majesty  had  been  so  pre- 
sented on  the  following  dates  by  delivery 
to  the  Clerk  ot  the  Parliaments,  pursuant 
to  Standing  Order  No.  CXI.,  viz.— 

AGRICVLTURAL  STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

I.  Abstracts  showing  acreage  under 
crops  and  the  number  of  live  stodc  in 
each  county  and  province,  1902-1903. 
(Ai^st  15). 

if.  (Migratory  Labourers).  Beportand 
Tables  relating  to  Irish  migratory  agri- 
cultural and  other  labourers  for  the  year 
1903.  (November  4). 

in.  Table  showing  the  extent  in 
statute  acres,  and  the  produce  of  crops 
for  the  year  1903.    (December  30). 

WAR  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Beport  of  the  C!<nnmissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  military  preparations 
and  other  matters  cimnected  with  the 
war  in  South  Africa ;  with  Minutes  of 

The  Earl  of  Haltbmry. 


Evidenoe  (Vols.  I.  and  II.)  and  App«i' 
dices.  (September  10). 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION 
(PROCEED  INUS). 

I.  Return  for  the  month  of  Hay»1903. 
(August  19.) 

n.  Return  for  the  month  of  Jime,1903> 
(September  28.) 

III.  Return  for  the  month  of  July,  1903 . 
(October  14.) 

rV.  Return  for  the  month  of  Augnst^ 
1903.   (October  29.) 

V.  Return  for  the  month  of  Septembw. 
1903.    (November  24.) 

VI.  Betam  for  the  month  of  October, 
1903.  (December  19.) 

TRADE  REPORTS.— L  ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  3066.   Caiina  (Amoy.) 

No.  3067.  Portugal  (Lorenzo  Marques). 
(August  21.) 

No.  3068.   Germany  (Dantsig). 

No.  3069.  France  (French  Guinea). 

No.  3070.  Italy  (South  Italy,  Supple- 
mentary).  (August  27.) 

No.  3071.  France  (Algeria).  (August 
29.) 

No.  3072.  Bnssia  (Riga).  (Septem- 
ber 1.) 

No.  3073.  Austria-Hungary. 

No.  3074.  Greece  (Ionian  Ishods). 
(August  29.) 

No.  3076.  Austria-Hungary  (Bohemia). 
(September  2.) 

No.  3076.  Cuba. 

No.  3077.    Costa  Rica. 

No.  3078.  Netherlands  (Dutefa 
Guiana).   (September  6.) 

No.  3079.  Peru. 

No,  3080.  luly  (Sicily). 

No.  3081.  China  (Wuhu).  (September 
10.) 

No.  3082.   Austria-Hungary  (Fiume). 

No.  3083.  Netherlands  (Finances  of 
the  Netherlands,  1902-3).  (September  2&.> 

No.  3084.  Japan  (Nagaa^).  (Sep- 
tember 15.) 

No.  3085.  Germany. 

No.  3086.   Finland.  (September  19.) 

No.  3087.   France  (Madagascar). 

No.  3088.  Spain  (Canary  Islands). 
(September  22.) 

No.  3089.  France  (Senegal  and  De- 
pendencies). 

No.  3090.  Italy  (Lorabaidy).  (Sep- 
tember 24.) 

No.  3091.  Hayti.  ^  . 
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No.  3092.  China.   (October  5.) 

No.  3093.  Morocco  (Dar-al-Btdda  and 
District).   (October  10.) 

No.  3094.  fAastria-Hungary  (Bosnia 
«nd  Herzegovina). 

No.  9095.  Italy  (Ancona).  (October 
13.) 

No.  3096.  Borneo  (Brunei,  Sarawak, 
lod  British  North  Borneo).  (October  16.) 

No.  3097.    Turkey  (Crete). 

No.  3098.  United  States  (Chailestoa 
and  District).   (October  16.) 

No.  3099.    Siam  (Bangkok). 

No.  3100.   Turkey  (Salonica). 

No.  3101.  France.   (October  21.) 

No.  3102.  Bnaaia  (Reval).  (October 
27.) 

No.  3103.  Morocco  (Tangier  and 
District).   (October  28.) 

No.  3104.     Belgium.    (November  7). 

No.  3105.  Russia  (Archangel).  (No- 
Tember  18.) 

No.  3106.   France  (French  Chiiana). 

No.  3107.   Brazil  (Pari). 

No.  3108.   Russia  (Trans-CJancasns). 

No.  3109.  Persia  (Resht).  (Decem- 
ber 3.) 

No.  3110.  Italy  (Sardinia).  (Decem- 
ber 22.) 

No.  3111.  Switzerland.  (December  30.) 

No.  3112.  Mexico. 

No.  3113.    Denmark.    (January  30.) 

No.  3114.  Columbia  (excepting  tho 
Panama  District). 

No.  3115.  Russia  (Consular  District  ol 
Rostox-ou-Don).  (February  1.) 

IL  MISCELLANEOUS  SERIES. 

No.  596.  Instruction  in  forestry  and 
forest  economy  in  Oeimany.  (September 

15.) 

No.  597.  Germany  (instruction  in 
mining  and  metallurgy  in  Germany  and 
the  Carman  mining  and  metallurgical 
industries).    (October  9.) 

No.  598.  Coffee  trade  in  Colombia. 
(November  3.) 

No.  599.  Germany  (beer  brewii^;  indus- 
try of  Bavaria).   (November  12.) 

No.  600.  Technical  instruction  in  Ger- 
many. (The  building  and  engineering 
trades'  schools).    (November  12.) 

No.  601.  Technical  instruction  in  (Ger- 
many. (Special  schools  and  courses  for 
mechanical  engineering  [and  eleotro- 
teehnics).    (January  2.) 


A7RIGA. 

No  11.  (1903).  Reportson  the  geology 
of  the  East  Africa  Protectorate  by  ti^e 
late  £  JE .  Walker  (Government  Geologiat). 
(August  22.) 

No.  12.  (1903).  Report  by  the  Mom- 
basa-Victoria Railway  Committee  on  tiie 
progresB  of  the  works  and  revenue  work- 
mg,  1902-1903  (with  two  maps).  (August 
22.) 

No.  13.  (1903).  Report  on  the  trade 
and  general  conditions  of  the  British 
Central  Africa  Protectorate  for  the  year 
1902-1903,  by  Major  F.  B.  Peaice,  Acting 
Commissioner.  (September  10.) 

No.  14  (1903).  Despatch  to  certain  of 
His  Majesty's  Representatives  abroad 
in  regard  to  alleged  cases  of  ill-treatment 
of  natives,  and  to  the  existence  of  trade 
monopolies  in  the  Independent  State  of 
the  Congo.    (October  21.) 

No.  15.  (1903.)  General  Report  on  the 
Uganda  Protectorate,  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March.  1903.   (December  19.) 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 

No.  395.  Seychelles  (Report  for  1902). 
(August  29.) 

No.  396.  Ceylon  (Report  for  1902). 
(September  28.) 

No.   397.   Gold  Coast    (Report  for 

1902)  .    (September  30.) 

No.  398.   Barbados  (Report  for  1902- 

1903)  .  (Octobers.) 

No.  399.  Fiji  (Report  for  1902). 
(October  10.) 

No.  400.  Lagos  (Report  for  1902). 
(October  15.) 

No.  401.  British  Solomon  Islands 
(Report  for  1902-1903). 

No.  4(Ki.  Cocos-Keeling  Islands 
(Report  for  1903).   (October  21.) 

No.  403.  St.  Vincent  (Report  for 
1902-1903).    (October  28.) 

No.  404.  Grenada  (Report  for  1902). 
(November  25.) 

No.  405.  Southern  Nigeria  (Report  for 

1902)  .   (November  26.) 

No.  406.  Straits  Settlements  (Report 
for  1902).  (November  27.) 

No.  407.  Trinidad  a^l  Tobago  (Re- 
port for  1902-1903).  (November  28.) 

No.  408.  Basutoland  (Report  for  1902- 

1903)  .    (December  3.) 

No.  409.  Northern  Nigeria  (Report 
for  1902).    (December  4.) 

No.  410.  Malta  (Report  for  1902- 
1903).   (December  10.) 
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No  411.  St.  Lucia  (Report  for  1902). 
(December  16.) 

No.  412.  Mauritius  (Report  for  1902). 
(December  29.) 

No.  413.  British  Gniana  (Report  for 
1902-1903).  (January  2.) 

MISCELLANOUa 

No.  22.  Seychelles  (Report  on  Paia 
rubber).    (September  16.) 

No.  23.  Dominica  (Roads  and  Land 
Settlement.  Report  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  Parliamentary  Grant-in- Aid). 
(September  22.) 

No.  24.  Grenada  (Report  on  Land 
Settlement  in  Carriaoou).  (November 
24.) 

No.  25.  Hong-Kong  (Bubonic  Plague  : 
Memorandum  on  the  treatment  of 
patients  in  their  own  homes  and  in  local 
hospitals).   (December  8.) 

CANADA. 
Canadian  Sessional  Paper  ccmtaining 
correqwndence    in    connection  with 
German  tariff.  (August  29.) 

HIGHWAYS  (DEPARTMENTAL 
COMMITTEE). 

I.  Part  I.— Report  of. 

II.  Part  II.  —  Minutes  of  evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
oi  highway  authorities  and  administra- 
tion in  England  and  Wales ;  together 
with  appendix  and  index  of  evidence. 
(August  29.) 

MINES    AND    QUARRIES  (GENERAL 
REPORT  AND  STATISTICS  FOR  1902). 

I.  Part  n.  Labour.— General  Report 
and  Statistics  relating  to  persons 
employed  and  accidents  at  mines  and 
quarries  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  to 
^e  enforcement  of  the  Mines  and 
Quarries  Act.    (September  1.) 

II.  Part  III.  Output.  —  General 
Report  and  Statistics  relating  to  the  out- 
pat  and  value  of  minerals  raised  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  amount  and  value 
of  the  metals  produced,  and  the  imports 
and  exports  of  minerals.   (October  17.) 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  (INDIAN 
SECTION.) 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  1902-1903. 
(Septembra  4.) 
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STATISTICS  (FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 
Statistical  Abstract  for  the  principal 
and  other  foroga  countries  ia  each  year 
from  1891  to  1900-1901  (as  far  as  the 
particulars  can  be  stated),  39th  Nombec. 
(September  4.) 

TREATY  SERIES. 
No.  12.  (1903.)— (Convention  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  France  respect- 
ing commercial  relations  between  France 
and  Jamaica;  si^ed  at  London,  8th 
August,  1902.  (Ratifications  exchanged 
at  London,  12th  August,  1903.)  (Septem- 
ber 10.) 

No.  13.  (1903.)— Accession  of  Mexico 
to  the  Industrial  Property  CTonveution, 
1883,  and  Additional  Act  of  1900.  (Sep- 
tember 7.) 

No.  14.  (1903.)— Accession  of  Germany 
to  the  Industrial  Property  Convention  <^ 
20th  March,  1883,  Ac.,  Ist  May,  1903. 
(September  25.) 

No.  15.  (1903.)— Parcel  Post  Conven- 
tion with  detailed  regulations  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  CSiile ;  signed 
at  Santiago,  2l8t  October,  1902.  (October 
7.) 

No.  16.  (1903.)_Protocol  for  submit- 
ting to  arbitration  certain  questions  as 
to  the  interpretation  of  treaties  with 
Japan  with  regard  to  leases  held  in 
perpetuity ;  signed  at  Tokio,  28tli 
August,  1902.   (October  23.) 

No.  17.  (1903.)— Treaty  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  China  respecting 
commercial  relations,  etc. ;  signed  at 
Shanghai,  5th  September,  1902.  (Ratifi- 
cations exchanged  at  Peking,  38th  July, 
1903.)   (November  3.) 

No. 18,  (1903.) — Agreement  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Prance  providing 
for  the  settlement  by  arbitration  of 
certain  classes  of  questions  which  may 
arise  between  the  two  Governments; 
signed  at  London.  14th  October,  1903. 
(November  26.) 

No.  1.  (1904.)— Convention  for  the 
establishment  of  a  parcel  post  service 
between  the  United  States  and  Hong- 
Kong  ;  signed  at  Washington,  31st 
November,  1903.   (January  19.) 

CENSUS  (SCOTLAND).  1901. 
Eleventh  Decennial  Census  of  the 
Population   of   Scotland   taken  31st 
March,  1901,  with  Report  (Vol.  III). 
(September  15;J,,,-,,,^GoOgle 
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cE:rsus  (ENoljind  and  wales),  \m. 

Index  to  Fopnlation  Tables  for  Eng- 
Und  and  Walee  in  the  County  Volumes 
of  theOsnsosReporfc^lSOl.  (October  23.) 


WEST  INDIES. 
Further   correspondence  relating  to 
the  volcanic  eruptions  in  St.  Vincent 
and   Uartiniqae   in  1902    and  1903. 
(September  19.) 

REFORMATORY  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS. 

I.  (Ireland).  Forty-first  Report  of  the 
Inspector  for  the  year  ended  Slst 
December,  1902.  (September  21.) 

n.  (Great  Britain).  Forty-sixth  Re- 
port, for  the  year  1902,  of  the  Inspector 
of  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 
Part  II.  G^eral  Report  and  Appen- 
dices III.  to  XI.   (October  23.) 

PRISONS  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Prisons 
and  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
withAjqtendices,  for  the  year  ended  Slst 
March,  1903.   (Sqttember  22.) 

INDIA  {STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT). 

Statistical  Abstract  relating  to  British 
India,  from  1892-1893  to  1901-1902, 
37th  Number.   (September  23.) 

INDIA. 

Review  of  India  in  1902-1903.  (Sep- 
tember 24.) 

BANKING,  RAILWAY,  AND  SHIPPING 
STATISTICS  (IRELAND). 


Report 

28.) 


for  June,  1903.  (Septranber 


COLONIAL  IMPORT  DUTIES,  1903. 

Return  relating  to  the  rates  of  import 
duties  levied  upon  the  principal  and 
otiier  articles  imported  into  the  Colonial 
and  other  Possessions  of  the  United 
Kingdom.    (Octobfflc  9.) 

COMMERCIAL. 

No.  8  (1903). — Reports  from  certain 
of  His  Majesty^s  Representatives  abroad 
respecting  Forestry  Laws.  (October  9.) 

No.  9.  (1903).— Return  of  Most- 
Favoored-Nation  Ckuses  in  existing 
Treaties  of  Commerce  and  Navigation 
between  Great  Britain  and  Foreign 
Powers,  stating  the  period  when  termin- 
able, and  showing  whethfflf  they  apply 
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to  tilie  British  Colonies;  in  force  on  Ist 
July.  1903.  (October  20.) 


BOARD  OF  MANUFACTURES 
(SCOTLAND). 

Report  of  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Board  <rf  Ifanufaotares. 
(October  10.) 

MARRIAGE  AND  DIVORCE  LAW 
(COLONIES). 

Papers  relating  to  laws  of  marriage 
and  divorce  in  self-governing  British 
Colonies.  (October  10.) 

CYPRUS. 

Despatch  from  the  High  Commissioners 
covering  a  Report  on  the  agricultnralfund, 
for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1903. 
(October  10.) 

POLICE  (METROPOLIS). 

Repeat  of  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
of  Metropolis,  for  the  year  1 902 . 
(October  12.) 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Faotories  and  Workshops,  for  tihe  year 
ended.  1902.  Part  11.,  Tables.  (October 
16.) 

TURKEY. 

No.  4.  (1903.)  Further  correspondence 
respecting  affairs  \  of  South  -  Sastran. 
Europe,   (October  16.) 

No.  \ .  (1904.)  Further  conespondenoe 
respecting  afEain  of  South-Eastem 
Europe.  March  to  September.  1903. 
(January  11.) 

AGRARIAN  OUTRAGES  (IRELAND). 

I.  Return  for  the  quarter  ended  30th 
September.  1903.   (October  17.) 

II.  Return  for  the  quarter  ended  3lBt. 
December,  1903.   (January  21.) 

ARMY  (MILITARY  PRISONS). 

Report  for  the  year  1902.  (October 
19.) 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1903. 
Tables  showing  the  populations  of 
counties,  local  govwnment  districts,  and. 
burghs  in  Scotland  wi^  reference  to  the- 
provisions  of  the^Aot.  (Octobw  21 .)  . 
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INEBRIATES  ACTS  (INSPECTOR'S 
REPORT). 

Report  of  Inspeotor  ■  under  the  In- 
ebriates Acts,  1879-1900,  fot  the  year 
1902.   (October  21.) 

PETERHEAD  HARBOUR. 

Reports  respecting  Peterhead  Harbour 
Works  (in  continoatian  of  [Gd.  1268]). 
(October  22.) 

NAVAL  MANffiUVRES. 
Report  of  NavalJManoeuvres  of  1903, 
carried  out  by  combined  Mediterranean, 
Home  and  Channel  Fleets,  and  the 
Cmiser  Squadron,  from  the  5th  to  the 
nth  August,  1903.   (October  22.) 

HISTORICAL  MANUSCRIPTS  (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Report  on  the  Manuscripts  of : — 
I.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  Queens- 
berry,  K.G.,  K.T.,  preserved  at  Druin- 
lanrig  Castle.  Vol.  II.  (October  23.) 
t:II.  Mrs.  Stopford-Sackville,  of  Drayton 
House,  Northamptonshire.  Vol .  I . 
(January  16.) 

ARMY. 

I.  (Volunteer  Corps).  Annual  Return 
of  the  Volunteer  Corps  of  Great  Britain, 
for  the  year  1902.    (October  23.) 

II.  List  of  exceptions  to  the  Army 
Regulations  as  to  pay,  non-effective  pay, 
and  allowances  sanctioned  by  the  (Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to 
the  Royal  Warrant,  dated  27th  October, 
1884,  during  the  year  1902-1903.  (Nov- 
ember 17.) 

m.  (Recuiting)  Annual  Report  of  the 
Inspector-Qeneral  of  Recruiting,  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  the  year  19(^. 
(January  19.) 

TV.*  Return  of  rifle  ranges  in  the 
United  Kingdom,   (January  21.) 

LAND  LAW  (IHELAND)  ACT,  1887 
(EVICTION  NOTICES). 

'~I.  Return  of  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
30th  September,  1903.    (October  23.) 

II.  Return  of  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
3l8t  December,  1903.   (January  26.) 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND). 
Return  of  Evictions  in  Ireland — 
I.  For  the  quarter  ended  30th  Sep- 
tember. 1903.  (October  30.) 


n.  For  the  quarter  «ided  31rt  Dec- 
ember, 1903.  (January  29th.) 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (SCOTLAND) 

Report  on  the  Judicial  Statistics  of 
Scotland,  for  the  year  1902.  (October  27.) 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

Reports  on  the  Federated  Malay  States 
for  1902.   (October  28.) 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPHY. 

Preliminary  Conference  at  Berlin  on 
wireless  telegraphy  ;  Proces  -  Verbanz 
and  Protocole  Final.   (October  30.) 

EDUCATION. 

I.  R^ulations  relating  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Science,  the  Royal  College  of 
Art,  and  to  museums  under  the  Boud  of 
Education.  (From  the  Ist  August,  1903. 
to  31at  July,  1904.)   (November  2.) 

II.  Special  Reporte  on  educational  sub- 
jects (Report  on  the  school  training  and 
early  employment  of  Lancashire  chil- 
dren).   (December  11.) 

III.  Statement  of  schemes  for  the 
formation  of  education  committees 
approved  during  the  period  let  Auguat 
to  30th  November,  1903,  by  the  Board 
of  Education  (in  continuation  of  Com- 
mand Papers,  1564,  1613,  1659,  1675. 
and  1740).    (December  18.) 

IV.  Reports  from  University  Collies 
(1903).   (January  9.) 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IKELAND). 

I.  Appendix,  Section  III.,  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commiasionera, 
for  the  year  1902.  (November  4.) 

II,  Appendix,  Section  II.,  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  for 
the  year  1902.  (January  4.) 

ANKYLOSTOMIASI^i. 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  by  J.  S.  Haldano, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  on  Ankyloatomiasis 
in  Westphalian  Collieries.  (November  5.) 

SOUTH  AFRICA  (COMMERCIAL 
MISSION). 

Report  received   from  Mr.  Henry 

Birchenough,  the  Special  Commissioner 

appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 

inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  present 

position  and  future  prospects  of  British 

Trade  in  South  Africa.   (November  14.  ^ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

No.  5.  (1903.) — Cotieapoiidence  show- 
ing the  Bystema  in  force  in  certain 
fmign  countries  iat  publishing  official 
Reports  of  proceedings  in  tlie  Houses  of 
L^isl&ture.   (November  14). 

No.  6.  (1903)— Return  as  to  financial 
n^port  given  from  State  or  municipal 
funds  to  dramatic,  c^terative,  or  musical 
performances  in  foreign  countxies. 
U)ecembeT  14.) 

CHINA. 

No.  3.  (1903.)— Report  by  Acting  Con- 
sal  Litton  on  a  journey  in  North- West 
Yonnan.   (November)  14). 

No  1.  (1904.)— Report  by  Mr.  C.  W. 
dunpbell.  His  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Wochow,  on  a  journey  in  Bfongolia  (with 
a  map).   (Janna^  6.) 

ARSENICAL  POISONING  (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

I.  Report  of  Commissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  arsenical 
poisoning  arising  from  the  consumption 
of  beer  and  other  articles  of  food  or 
drink.  Part  II.  being  Vol.  I.  of  Minutes 
of  Evidence  and  Appendices.  (Novem- 
ber 16.) 

n.  Final  Report  of  Oommiasioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 
arsenical  poisoning  annng  from  the  con- 
sumption  of  beer  and  other  articles  of 
food  and  drink. 

Part  I.  Report.  (November  24.) 
.  Part  n.  Being  Vol.  11.  of  Minutes- 
of    Evidence   and  Appendices 
(December  12.) 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  (CONCILIATION). 

Fourth  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  ProceedingB  under  the  Conciliation 
(Trade  Disputes)  Act,  1896,  1901-1903. 
(November  16.) 

EXPLOSIVES  (EXPLOSIONS  AT  THE 
COTTON  POWDER  COMPANY'S 
FACTORY  AT  FAVERSHAM). 

Reports  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment on  the  circumstances  attending 
erploBione  of  nitro-glyoerine,  which 
occurred  in  the  final  washing  house  of 
the  factory  of  the  Cotton  Powder  Com- 
pany, Limited,  at  Uplees  Marshes, 
Favenham,  Kent — 


I.  By  Major  A.  Cooper-Key  on  the 
explosion  d  23rd  August,  1903.  (No- 
vembOT  19.) 

II.  By  Captain  J.  H.  Thomson  on  the 
explosion  of  9th  November,  1903.  (Janu- 
ary 20.) 

INDIA. 

I.  Irrigation — Report  of  the  Indian 
Irrigation  Commission,  1901-1903 — 

Part    I.  C^eral. 
Part  n.  Provincial. 
Part  III.  Maps. 

Part  IV.  Appendix.  (November 
30.) 

II.  Sanitary  Measures. — Report  on 
sanitary  measures  in  India  in  1901- 
1902.  Vol.  XXXV.    (November  2j.) 

III.  Trade.— Tables  relating  to  the 
Trade  of  British  India  with  British 
Possessions  and  Foreign  Countries*  1898- 
1899  to  1902-3.   (January  28.) 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners  and  confiraied  by  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

a.  Authorising  construction  of  Light 
Railways  in, 

I.  The  City  of  Bath  in  the  county  of 
Somerset  (being  extensions  and  devia- 
tions of  the  existing  and  authorised 
undertaking  of  Bath  Electric  Tramways, 
Limited),  and  the  abandonment  of  con- 
struction of  certain  other  light  railways 
alie.uiy  authwised  in  the  same  city. 

n.  The  rural  district  of  Dartford  in 
the  county  of  Kent. 

III.  The  county  of  Kent  from  the 
River  Thames  near  Greenhithe  to  Dart- 
ford  and  EynsfcHTd,  with  branches  to 

Swanley  Junction  and  to  Stansted. 

IV.  The  borough  of  Burton -upon- 
Trent,  the  urban  districts  of  Swadlincote 
and  a£  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  and  the  rural 
districts  of  Repton  and  Hartshome  and 
Seals  of  Ashby-de-la-Zoach,  in  the 
counties  of  Stafiord,  Derby,  and  Leicester. 

V.  The  borough  and  rural  district  of 
Dover  and  pari^  of  River  in  the  County 
of  Kent. 

VI.  The  county  of  Southampton  from 
Totton  and  Fawley. 

Vn.  The  county  of  Gloucester,  in  the 
parishes  of  Henbiuy  and  Shirehampton. 
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(6.)  Amending — 

I.  TheBere  Alston  and  Galstock  Light 
Railway  Order,  1900. 

II.  The  Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay 
Light  Railway  Order,  1898. 

III.  The  Tjwtingham  and  Boaedale 
Light  Railway  Order.  1900. 

(c.)  Reviving  powers  granted  and  ex- 
tending period  limited  by  Bankfort 
Light  Railway  Order,  1898,  for  compul- 
sory purchase  of  lands,  and  extending 
period  limited  by  that  Ordw  for  the 
completion  of  the  railway  and  works 
by  that  Order  antdiorised. 

((Z.)  Transferring  to  the  maytff,  alder- 
men, and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of 
Nelson  the  powers  conferred  upon  the 
Barrowford  Urban  District  Council  by 
Barrowford  Light  Railway  Order,  1901, 
and  amending  tiiat  Order  and  the  Nelson 
Light  Railways  Order,  1901 .  (December  7 .) 

BOARD  OF  AGKICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Report  on  the  results  of  inve8tigati<ms 
into  cider-making  carried  out  on  behalf 

of  the  Bath  and  West  and  Southern 
Counties  Society  in  the  years  1893-1902, 
by  F.  J.  Lloyd,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 
(December  11.) 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  GALWAY. 

Anniml  Report  of  President  for  Session 
1902-1903.   (December  18.) 

METEOROLOGICAL  COUNCIL. 
Report  of  the  Meteorological  Council 
for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1903,  to 
the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society.   (January  1.) 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 

Appendix  to  Annual  Report  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  year  1902 — 

I.  Section  II.   (January  4.) 

II.  Section  I.  (January  15.) 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  (ROYAL  COM- 
MISSION). 

Fourth  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  what 
methods  of  treating  and  disposing  of 
sewage  may  properly  be  adopted, 
together  with  Vol.  II.  Minutes  of 
Evidence ;  Vol.  III.  Reports  on  Bacterio- 
logical Investigations;  and  Vol.  IV. 
Reports  on  the  Land.  Treatment  of 
sewage  and  methods  of  chemical  analysis 
of  sewage  effluents.  (January  5.) 


CHAPTER  HOUSE  (WESTMINSTER) 

Memraanda  by  Professor  Chuich, 
F.R.S.,  oonceroing^treatment  of  decayed 
stonework  in  the  CSiapter  House.  West- 
minster  Abbey.  (Jimuary  8.) 

POSTAL  CONVENTION  (DENMARK). 

Agreement  betweeni  Post  Office  of 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  Post  Office  of  Denmaric. 
(January  9.) 

RAILWAYS  (OONTINTTOUS  BRAEB8). 
Return  by  railway  companies  of  the 
United  Eingdom  for  six  months,  ending 
30th  June,  1903.  (January  16.) 

PATRIOTIC  FUND. 
For^-second  Report  of  Royal  C!oin- 
missioners.   (January  21 .) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(IRELAND). 

Report  on  shellfish  layings  on  the  Irish 
coast  as  respects  their  liability  to  sew- 
age contamination.   (January  21.) 

ELECTRICITY  IN  MINES. 
Report  of  the  D^artmental  Committee 
appointed  by  tiie  Secretary  of  State  for 
Home  Department  to  inquire  into  the 
use  of  electricity  in  mines,  with  minutes 
of  evidence  and  appendices.  (January 
30.) 

TRANSVAAL. 

Report  of  Transvaal  Labour  Commis- 
sion. (January  29.) 

UNITED  STATES,  No.  1  (1904). 

Correspondence  respecting  the  Alaska 
Boundary.   (February  1.) 

AGRICULTURE  AND  TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTION  (IRELAND). 

Third  Annual  Report,  1902-1903. 
(February  1.) 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  3116.  Belgium. 

No.  3U7.  France  (Indo-China). 

UNITED  STATES,  No.  2  (IBM). 
Map  to  accompany  correspondence  re- 
specting the  Alaska  Boundary  (United 
States.  No.  1  (1904).  ^  , 
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TURKEY,  Na  2  (1901). 

Farther  correspondence  respecting  the 
affairs  <d  South-Eaatem  Europe  (in  con- ' 
tinoation  of  Turkey.  No.  1  (1904)).  \ 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Further  coirespcmdence  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Tranvaal  and  Orange  River 

Colony.  I 

EXPLOSIVES    (EXPLOSION    AT    THE  ' 
BLENHEIM      ENGINEERING  COM- 
PANY'S    FACTORY     AT  TUNNEL 
LANE,  GREENWICH  MARSHES), 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  by  Major  A. 
Gocqper-Key»  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Bxplosives,  on  tiie  circumstances  attend- 
ing an  explosion  of  fulminate  composi- 
tion at  the  factory  of  the  Blenheim 
Engineering  Company,  Limited,  at 
Tunnel  Lane,  Greenwich  Marshes,  on 
18th  December,  1903. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordraed  ' 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LUNACY. 

1.  Return  of  all  sums  received  by  the 
visitors  of  lunatics  for  travelling  ex- 
pensQ^tf  upon  any  other  account,  from 
the  at  January  to  the  Slst  December, 
1903. 

2.  RepCTt  to  the  Lord  Channellor  of 
the  number  of  visits  made,  the  number 
of  patients  seen,  and  the  number  of  miles 
travelled  by  the  visitors  of  lunatics  pur- 
suant to  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  between 
1st  April.  1903,  to  30th  S^tember,  1903. 

SUPREME  COURT  OP  JUDICATURE. 
Roles. 

BARBADOS. 
Prison  rule  relating  to  the  vaccination 
of  prisoners. 

INTERNATIONAL  COPYRIGHT  ACTS, 
1844  TO  1866. 

Order  in  Council  of  the  9th  October, 
1903,  givu^  effect  to  the  accession  of 
Denmark  to  the  International  Copyright 
Convention  of  the  9th  September,  1886, 
and  Additional  Act  of  Paris,  1897. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ACT,  1878. 

Order  in  Council  oi  the  9th  October, 
1903,  approving  a  new  denomination  of 
standard  weight  of  fifty  pounds  or 
"half -cental." 

VOL.  CXXIX.   [FoUKTH  Seriiis.] 


GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ACTS. 

Order  in  Council  of  the  9th  October, 
1903,  sanctioning  certain  pensions  now 
granted  from  the  funds  of  Greenwich 
Hospital  being  supplemented  from 
Naval  Funds. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Orders  in  Council  of  the  9th  October, 
1903,  applying  the  provisions  of  Section 
238  of  the  Act  in  the  case  of  deserters 
from  Japanese  vessels. 

Orders  in  Council  of  the  16th  Novem- 
ber, 1903,  confirming  byelaws  made  by 
the  pilotage  authority  for  the  ports  of 
Gloucester  and  Burntisland  respectively. 

Two  Orders  in  Council  of  the  29th 
January,  1904,  providing  for  the  re- 
measurement  for  tonnagb  of  French  and 
Spanish  vessels  in  British  ports. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Order  in  Council  of  the  8th  December, 
1903,  entitled  "The  Zanzibar  Order  in 
Council,  1903." 

GOVERNMENT  OF  INDIA  ACT,  1853. 

Order  in  Council  of  the  8th  December, 
1903,  approving  a  statement  of  proposed 
new  and  revised  appointments  and 
alterations  of  salaries  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council 
of  India. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND). 

Additional  rules  made  by  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Board  for  Ireland  as 
to— 

I.  Experimental  science  and  drawing. 

II.  Experimmtal  and  practical  science. 
Amended  rules  made  by  the  Board  for 

the  examination  in  music. 

Time-table  of  examinations  for  the 
year  1904. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 

(IRELAND)  ACT. 

Orders  in  Council,  dated  1st  December, 
1903,  and  21st  January,  1904,  giving 
effect  to  Rules  of  Court. 

AGRICULTLRE  AND  TECHNICAL  IN- 
STRUCTION (IRELAND)  ACT,  1899. 

Thirty-three  Minutes  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  for  IreUnd,  sanctioning  forms 
of  instruction  for  certain  oounty 
boroughs,  counties,  and  urban  districts. 
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PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS.  1853  TO  1891 
(CONDITIONAL  LICENCES). 

Licences  granted  by  His  Majesty 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Penal 
Servitude  Acts.  1853  to  1891,  to  which 
are  annexed  conditions  other  than  these 
contained  in  Schedule  A.  of  the  Penal 
Servitude  Act,  1864. 

I.  To  Ellis  Smith. 

II.  To  Patrick  Hardigan. 

Licence  granted  by  His  Majesty  to 
Mftry  Ann  Phillips,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permit- 
ting her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that 
she  enter  the  Home  of  the  Holy  Rood 
at  Wortlung. 

Licence  granted  to  Timothy  W.  Nolan, 
a  convict,  to  which  are  annexed  condi- 
tions other  than  those  contained  in 
Schedule  A.  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act, 
1864. 

PHARMACY  (IKELAND)  ACTS,  1875 
AND  1890. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  9th  October, 
1903,  approving  of  a  r^ulation  made  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

MILITIA  ACT,  188-2  (DEPUTY 
LIEUTENANTS). 

Returns  of  descriptions  of  qualifica- 
tions of  deputy  lieutenants  lodged  during 
1902,  as  furnished  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland. 

WINTER  ASSIZES  (IRELAND). 

Order,  dated  9th  October,  1903,  and 
three  Orders,  dated  4th  November,  1903, 
for  holding  Winter  Assizes  in  Ireland. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS. 
{Colonial  Office).  Schedule  containing 
a  list  and  particulars  of  classes  of  docu- 
ments existing  or  accruing  in  the  office 
of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  having  the  Deparhnent  of  the 
Colonies  which  are  not  considered  of 
sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their 
preservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office 

Additional  rule  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Sir  Richard  Henn  Collins,  Master  tA 
the  Rolls,  for  the  disposal  of  certain 
documents. 

CERTIFI  ED  I N  RBRIATE  REFORM  A- 
TORIES  (REGULATIONS  FOR  MAN- 
AGEMENT). 

Regulations  made  with  the  approval 
<A  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 


Department  for  the  management  and 
discipline  of  the  certified  inebriate  re- 
formatory at  Ackworth,  Yorkshire. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS. 

(Incorporation  of  Aston  Manor) .  — 
Charter  of  incorporation  of  Uie  borough 
of  Aston  Manor,  dated  17th  Ai^ust, 
1903. 

{Incorporation  of  Hornsey).— Charter 
of  incorporation  of  the  borough  of 
Hornsey,  dated  17th  August,  1903. 

(Incorporation  of  GilUngham).— 
Charter  of  incorporation  of  the  borough 
of  Gillingham,  dated  17th  August,  1903. 

(Incorporation  of  Bromley).— Charter 
of  incotporution  of  the  borough  of 
Bromley,  dated  mh  August,  1903. 

INEBRIATES  ACTS.  1879  t»»  1899  (REGU- 
LATIONS FOR  STATE  INEBUIATE 
REFORMATORIES). 

New  regulations,  dated  29th  December, 
1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  prescribing  the 
diet  for  ill-conducted  or  idle  inmates  of 
State  Reformatories,  and  revoking  Regu- 
lation 64  (6)  and  66  (&),  and  so  much  of 
Appendix  A.  as  relates  to  the  diet  of 
ill-conducted  or  idle  inmates  of  the 
Regulation  dated  21st  June,  1901. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP. 

(Special  Exceptions :  Creameries).— 
Order,  dated  23rd  October,  1903,  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  Section  42 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
granting  certain  special  exceptions  to 
creameries,  and  revoking  the  Order 
(Ireland)  dated  9th  June,  1902. 

(Special  Bzoeption :  Lime-washing, 
&c.). — Order,  dated  2nd  November, 
1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  in  pursuance  of 
Section  1  (4)  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901,  granting  special  excep- 
tions from  the  provisions  respecting 
lime-washing,  &c.,  to  certain'  factories 
and  parts  of  factories,  and  revoking  the 
Ord^  dated  16th  November*  1895, 8th 
February,  1896,  and  26th  March,  190S, 

Dangerous  and  Unhealthy  Industries. — 
Regulations,  dated  2lBt  November,  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  in  pursuance  of 
Section  79  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  for  the  manufacture  of  eiectrk 
accumulatois.         n  ^^i^Xc 
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Particulars  of  Piecework  Wages : 
Wearing  Apparel).— Order,  dated  17th 
December,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
ipplying  with  modifications  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  Section  116  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  to  the  manu- 
^ture  of  wearing  apparel,  and  revoking 
the  Older  dated  22ad  April,  1897. 

(Special  Exception :  Overtime). — 
Order,  dated  29th  December,  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  in  pursuance  of 
Section  49  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  with  regard  to  the  overtime 
employment  of  women  on  not  more  than 
thirty  days  in  the  year,  and  revoking  all 
existing  Orders. 

(Health  :  Bakehouses). — Order,  dated 
30th  December,  1903,  made  by  the 
Se(»«tar7  <^  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  Section  3,  Sub- 
section 2,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  modifying  the  proportion  of 
cubic  feet  of  space  to  be  provided  in 
certain  bakehouses. 

(Earthernware  and  China). — Amended 
special  mles  for  the  manufacture  and 
decoration  of  earthenware  .md  china  as 
established  by  the  awards  of  the  umpire. 
Lord  James  of  Hereford,  dated  30th 
December,  1901,  and  28tii  November, 
1903. 

BANK  OF  ESTGLAXD. 

Return  of  the  amount  of  notes  issued 
more  than  forty  years,  and  outstanding 
on  28th  October,  1903,  which  have  been 
written  off. 

IMPERIAL    OTTOMAX  GQARANTEED 
LOAN  OF  1853. 

Account  for  the  year  to  31st  December, 
1903. 

TKE^SURV  BILI^ 

Tieaaury  Bfinute,  dated  24th  January, 
1904,  amending  the  regulation  laid  down 
in  the  Treasury  Minute  of  3l8t  May, 
1889,  relating  to  tenders  for  Treasury 
Bills*  under  the  Act  40  Vict<%is,  chap. 
2,  8.  9. 

ST.  LOUIS  EXHIBITION  COMMISSION, 
1904. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  29th  August, 
1 903,  directing  tiiat  the  accounts  d  the 


Royal  Commission  for  the  St.  Louis 
Exhibition  for  1904  shall  be  examined 
and  audited  by  the  OomplzoUn  and 
Auditor-Greneral. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Professional  qualifications  Treasury 
Minutes  declaring  that  professional  or 
other  peculiar  qualifications  not  ordi- 
narily to  be  acquired  on  the  public 
service  are  required  for  the  due  and 
efficient  discha^  of  the  duties  of  the 
offices  of — 

I.  Secretary  to  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners  (10th  November,  1903). 

II.  Deputy  Governor  of  a  convict 
prison  in  Ireland  (21st  November,  1903). 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  20th  August, 
1903,  awarding  a  special  pension  to  Sir 
Kenelm  Edward  Digby,  K.C.B.,  late 
Permanent  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department. 

Treasury  Minutes  declaring  that  the 
following  persons  were  appointed  with- 
out Civil  Service  certificates  through  in- 
advertence on  the  part  of  the  heads  of 
tiieir  Departments — 

!  I.  Thomas  Ashbrook  Forster,  Post- 
master,   Newtown  Post    Office  (30th 

I  September,  1903). 

I  XL  Alfred  Wellham,  machine-hand, 
'  Royal  Small  Arms  Factory,  Birmingham 
I  (5th  November,  1903). 

'  III.  William  Edward  Bird,  engine 
1  driver.  Royal  Gun  Factory,  WarDepart- 
i  ment  (23rd  December,  1903). 

IV.   Charles  CSiamberlain,  principal 
foreman,    Royal  Carriage  Department, 
^  War  Office  (2nd  October,  1903). 

I  UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1899. 

Annual  Statistical  Report  by  the  Uni- 
I  versity  Court  of    the    University  of 
Edinburgh  to  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, under  the  provisions  of  Section 
30  of  the  Act  for  the  year  1902-1903. 

I  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
I  finances  oi  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
{  under  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of  the 
,  Act. 

i  Annual  Sttitistical  Report  by  the 
I  University  Court  of  the  University  of 
I  Glasgow  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
I  under  the  provision  of  Section  30  of  the 
I  Act,  for  the  year  1902-1903. 
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PBISONS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT.  1877,  AND 
SKCRETABY  FOR  SCOTLAND  ACTS, 
188&-1S80. 

Bule  made  bv  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land appointing  the  police  cells  at  Kirk- 
caldy to  be  a  legal  prison  for  the  deten- 
tion of  untried  prisoners  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  fourteen  days  before  or 
daring  trial,  and  of  convicted  prisoners 
lor  a  period  not  exceeding  seven  days 
from  the  date  of  «>nviotion. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1903. 
Order  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
nnder  Section  109. 

WEST  HIGHLAND  RAILWAY  (EX- 
TENSION FROM  BANAVIE  TO  MALLAIG). 

Second  Annual  Report  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  as  to  the  condition  and  working 
of  the  Banavie  to  Mallaig  Railway,  the 
rates  and  chaises  for  traffic,  and  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  any  company 
in  working  the  railway,  for  the  year 
1902-1903. 

INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN  ENGLAND.) 

Return  of  all  loans  raised  in 
England  under  the  provisions  of  any 
Acts  of  Parliament,  chargeable  on  the 
revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  the 
commencement  of  the  half  -  year 
ended  on  the  30th  September,  1903, 
with  the  rates  of  interest  and  total 
amount  payable  thraeon,  and  the  date 
of  the  termination  each  loan,  the  debt 
incurred  during  the  hall-year,  the 
moneys  raised  thereby  during  the  half- 
year,  the  loans  paid  ofi  or  discharged 
during  the  half-year,  and  the  loans  out- 
standing at  the  close  of  the  half-year, 
stating,  so  far  as  the  public  convenience 
will  nllow,  the  purpose  or  service  for 
which  moneys  have  been  raised  during 
the  half-year. 

LOANS  RAISED  IN  INDIA. 

Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  India, 
chargeable  on  the  revenues  of  India, 
outstanding  at  the  commencement  of 
the  half-year  ended  on  the  30Ui  Sep- 
tember, 1903,  with  the  rates  of  interest 
and  total  amount  payable  thereon,  and 
the  date  of  the  termination  of  each  loan, 
the  debt  incurred  during  the  half-year, 
the  moneys  raised  thereby  during  the 
half-year,  the  loans  paid  off  or  dis- 
charged during  the  half-year,  end  the 
loans  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the 


half-year,  stating,  so  far  as  the  public 
convenience  will  allow,  the  purpose  or 
service  for  which  moneys  have  been 
raised  during  the  half-year. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  Uie  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  OF  OXFORD  ASD 
CAMBRIDGE  ACT,  1877. 

Statute  made  by  the  Governing 
Bodies  of : 

Mf^daleue  CTolIege,  Cambridge,  on  the 
22nd  June,  1903,  in  substitution  for 
Statute  XXV.  of  the  statutes  ci  the 

collie. 

Oriel  College,  Oxford,  on  the  24th 
April,  1903,  amending  Statute  IV.,  7,  of 
the  statutes  of  the  coU^e. 

Gonville  and  Gains  Collie,  Gam- 
bridge,  on  the  16th  Blarch,  1903,  in 
substitution  for  the  existing  statutes  of 
the  college. 

N«w  College,  Oxford,  on  the  17th 
June,  1903,  amending  certain  clanses  of 
Statute  ni.  of  the  statutes  of  the 

college. 

St.  John's  Collie,  Oxford,  on  the 
15th  Hay,  1903,  amending  Statute  XV., 
1,  of  the  statutes  of  the  college. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  1 ) 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889, 
UNIVERSITY  COURT  ORDINANCB 
No.  IX  (EDINBURGH  No.  3.) 

Regulations  for  the  d^ree  of  Bachelor' 

of-Law  (B.L.);  laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  2.) 

MARGATE  PIER  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD. 

Report  and  statement  of  accounts  for 
year  ended  6th  April,  1903. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD. 

Accounts  for  year  ended  Ist  July, 
1903  ;  delivered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SUBSIDIES  TO  SHIPPING  COM- 
PANIES. 

Return  respecting;  laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  the  13th 
of  August  last),  and  to  be  nrinted.  iNo.  3.) 
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ALIEN  I1CMI6RATI0N. 
Retain  of  the  number  of  aliens  that 
uriTed  fiom  the  Continent  at  ports  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  in  each  month  of 
the  ^eat  1904 ;  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  Honae.— (rAe  Lard  Wolvertm.) 

AUEN  IMMIGRATION. 
Retain  {in  part)   respecting ;  laid 
bclwe  the  Hoobb  (ptuBnant  to  Ordec  of 
this  day),  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  6.) 


NEW  BILLS. 

SEA  FISHERIES  BILL[H.L.]. 
A  Bill  to  provide  against  the  destruc- 
tion of  undersized  flat  fish,  waslpresented 
by  the  Earl  of  Onslow ;  read  1* ;  and  to 
be  printed.  (No.  4.) 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  (METRIC 
SYSTEM)  BtLL[H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  render  compulsory  the  use 
ol  the  system  of  weights  and  measures, 
commonly  known  as  the  metric  system, 
was  presented  by  the  Lord  Kelvin ;  read 
1*;  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  5.) 

Honse  adjoarned  at  twen'y 
minntes  Itefore  Eight  o'clock, 
to  Thuradiy  next,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuetday,  2nd  Ftbruary,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


Message  to  attend  His  Majesty. 

The  Honae  went,  and,  being  returned — 

NEW  WRITS. 

Mr.  Spsakeb  informed  the  House  that 
he  had  issued  Warrants  for  New  Writs 
during  the  recess. 

For  St.  Andrew's  District  Bm^hs, 
in  the  room  of  Henry  Torrens  Ans- 
teother*  eaqnite,  who  hath  aooepted  the 
OflBce  <rf  a  Ropresentative  in  the  Consul 
d'Administiatton  of  tiie  Suez  Canal  Com- 
pany ;  Citj  of  Rochester.  James  Hubert 
Gascoyne  Cecil,  commonly  called  Viscount 
Gkanbome,  called  to  the  House  of  Peers ; 
ODimty  of  Meath  (South  Division),  James 
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Laurence  Caiew,  esquire,  deceased - 
Ooonty  of  Ijeitrim  (Northern  Division) 
Patrick  Aloysius  M'Hugh,  esquire,  an 
adjudicated  bankrupt ;  Borough  of  Bel- 
fast (West  Division),  Hugh  Oakley  Arnold- 
Forstei,  esquire,  who  hath  accepted  the 
Office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  War ; 
Borough  of  Warwick  and  Leamington,  the 
honourable  Alfred  Lyttelton,  K.G.,  who 
hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies ;  South-East  Lan- 
cashire (Westhoughton  Divinon).  Qeo^e 
Villiers  Stanley,  C.B.,  commonly  called 
Lord  Stanley,  who  hath  accepted  the 
Office  of  Postmaster-General ;  County  of 
Southampton  (Southern  or  Fareham 
Division),  Lieutenant  -  Colonel  Arthur 
Hamilton  Lee,  who  hath  accepted  the 
Office  of  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ; 
City  of  Londonderry,  James  Albert 
Edwfurd  Hamilton,  commouly  called 
Marquess  of  Hamilton,  who  hath  accepted 
the  Office  of  Treasurer  of  His  Majesty's 
Household;  North  Lancashire  (Chorley 
Division),  David  Alexander  Edward 
Lindsay,  commonly  called  Lord  Bal- 
carres,  who  hath  accnited  the  Office  of 
Junior  Lord  of  the  'n^asury;  Borough 
of  Camberwel! ,  (Dulwich  Division),  Sir 
John  Blundell  Maple,  baronet,  deceased 
Borough  of  Lewisham,  John  Penn 
esquire,  deceased ;  County  of  Devon 
(Mid  or  AshbuTton  Division),  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Seale  •  Hayne, 
deceased;  County  of  Salop  (Ludlow 
Division),  Robert  Jasper  More,  esquire, 
deceased ;  City  of  Norwich,  Sir  Harry 
Bullard,  knight,  deceased  ;  Borough  of 
Oateshead,  Sir  William  Allan,  knight, 
deceased ;  Ayr  Boroughs,  Charles  Lind- 
say Orr-Ewing,  esquire,  deceased. 

Mr.  Speaker  also  informed  the  House 
j  that  he   had  received  the  following 
letters : — 

"  15,  Buhopsgate  Street^  WitUn,  E.C., 

« Ist  Febrnary,  I90i. 

"  The  R^ht  Honourable 

'*  The  Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  Comnums. 

■'  Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  jou  that  the 
nrm  of  Antmy  CMbbs  and  Sons,  of  which  I 
and  my  bnrther  Vlcair  GiVbt  an  membeEa, 
aooepted  a  conbraot  with  the  Admiralty  on  the 
2ad  Deoember  last 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

",Yoar  (^sedient  servant. 

"AXiBAN  GlBBS." 
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"  iBt  February,  1904. 
"  St.  Dunstan's, 
f*RegeDt's  Park 

"Mr.  Speaker, 
*'  I  have  the  bononr  to  inrorm  you  that  at 
the  latter  end  of  last  year,  I  (as  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Antony  Gibbs  and  Sons)  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  Admiralty,  and  am  adriaed 
that  by  so  doing  I  have,  under  an  Act  of  George 
III.  vacated  my  seat  in  Parliament. 

"  I  beg  to  remain,  Mr.  Speaker, 
"  Your  obedient  bumble  servant, 

"VicAiiT  Gibbs." 


CITY  OF  LONDON 
(WRIT). 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) 
submitted  as  a  matter  of  constitutional 
procedure  that  a  new  Writ  should  not 
issue  until  a  Committee  Iiad  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  whether 
the  hon.  Member  was  or  was  not  a 
contractor  witbin  the  meaning  of  the 
statute.  He  contended,  according  to 
precedents  which  he  cited,  viz.,  the  cases 
of  Baron  Rothschild  in  1845,  and  of  Sir 
Sydney  Waterlow  in  1869 — in  each  of 
which  the  Speaker  of  the  day  suspended 
the  Motion  for  the  Writ  until  the  ques- 
tion had  been  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee— that  the  question  whether  a 
Member  had  become  a  contractor  with 
the  Crown  was  one  absolutely  within 
the  purview  of  the  House,  and  was  not 
a  questitm  for  the  Member  himself. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  It 

is  a  matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
House  to  say  whether  the  Writ  shall 
issue.  When  it  is  moved  for  it  will  be 
open  to  the  hon.  Member  to  object,  that 
the  proper  course  would  be  to  appoint 
a  Committee,  and  then  the  Motion  will 
be  discussed  on  some  subsequent  day. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerest- 
shire,  Wellington)  moved  the  issue  of 
a  new  Writ  for  the  City  of  London. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out 
a  New  Writ  for  the  election  of  a 
Member  to  serve  in  this  present  Parlia- 
ment for  the  City  of  London,  in  the 
room  of  Albau  Gibbs,  esquire,  who  has 
accepted  a  contract  with  the  Ad- 
miralty."—(Sir  A.  Adand-Hood.) 
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Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  submitted 
that  the  Writ  ought  not  to  be  issued  on 
the  grounds  he  had  already  indicated, 
and  that  a  Committee  should  first  be 
appointed  to  find  out  whether  or  not 
these  gentlemen  were  contractors.  In 
previous  cases,  when  gentlemen  had 
been  elected  Members  of  the  House  and 
had  subsequently  discovered  that 
reason  of  their  being  contractors  to  the 
Government  at  the  time  of  their  election 
they  were  disqualified  from  sitting,  they 
had  been  allowed  to  release  themselves 
by  letter  to  Mr.  Speaker,  but  there  was 
no  precedent  for  following  such  a  course 
in  the  present  case,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  a  Select  Committee  would  be 
appointed  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
these  gentlemen  were  legally  contractors. 

Mr.  speaker  said  that  so  far  as 
regarded  procedure,  the  present  cases 
were  exactly  parallel  with  those  in  which 
gentlemen  elected  at  a  General  Election 
had  found  themselves  disqualified  by 
holding  Government  contracts. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  urged  that 
there  was  a  material  difierenoe  between 

those  cases  and  the  present  one,  where 
the  hon.  Members  took  contracts  after 
their  election.  That  brought  it  ab- 
solutely within  the  purview  of  the 
House  to  decide  whether  or  not  they 
were  contractors.  It  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  constitutional  usage  for  an 
hon.  Member  to  thus  declare  himself  a 
contractor  on  his  own  ipse  dixit.  Further 
than  that,  these  gentlemen  in  their  public 
speeches  had  themselves  expressed  doubt 
as  to  whether  they  were  contractors. 

BIb.  speaker  :  I  do  not  say  it  is 

not  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  deal 
with  the  question.  I  am  only  saying 
that  the  proceedure  followed  in  this 
instance  was  in  accordance  with  previous 
precedent.  Does  the  hon.  Member 
object  to  the  issue  of  the  Writ  ? 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  Yes,  Sir,  on 
the  ground  that  the  precedent  set  in  the 
Rothschild  and  Waterlow  cases  ought 
to  be  followed  in  this,  and  that  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  find  out 
whether  these  gentlemen  are  contractors 
or  not.  ^  I 
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Mp.  speaker  said  that  probably  the 
most  convenient  course  would  be  that 
debate  on  the  question  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal  should 
be  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  the  hon. 
Member  meantime  putting  his  Amend- 
ment in  form. 

Me.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  Very  good, 
Sir. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (Mr. 
Syfijt  MacXeiU,) — pat,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  zeaumed  to-morrow. 

COUNTY  OF  HKRTPORD  (MID  OR  ST. 
ALBANS  DIVISION)  (WRIT). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out  a 
new  Writ  for  the  election  of  a  Member 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for 
the  County  of  Hertford  (St.  Albans 
Division)  in  the  room  of  Vicary  Gibbs, 
esquire,  who  has  accepted  a  contract 
with  the  Admiralty,"— (Stf  A.  Adand- 
Hood). 

Me.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  suppose 
the  same  course  will  be  adopted  in  this 
case. 

Mb.  speaker  :  Yes,  to-morrow. 
Debate  adjoomed  till  to-morrow. 

NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 

Right  hon.  Alfred  Lyttelton,  for 
Borough  of  Warwick  and  Leamington. 

Right  hon.  Hugh  Oakley  Arnold- 
Forster,  City  of  Belfast  (West  Belfast 
Division). 

Right  hon.  Edward  George  Villiers 
Stanley,  C.6.  (commonly  called  Lord 
Stanley),  South-East  Lancashire  (West- 
faoughton  Division). 

David  Alexander  Edward  Lindsay 
(commonly  called  Lord  Balcarres),  North 
Lancashire  (Ghorley  Division). 

Arthur  Haniilton  Lee,  esquire,  County 
of  Hants  (Southern  or  Fareham  Division). 

James  Albert  Edward  Hamilton 
(commonly  called  Marquess  of  Hamilton), 
City  of  Londonderry. 

Charles  Tuff,  esquire,  City  of 
Rochester. 


Edward  Feetham  Coates,  esquire. 
Borough  of  Lewisham. 

Frederick  Rutherford  Harris,  esquire. 
Borough  of  Camberwell  (Dulwich  Divi- 
sion). 

Rowland  Hunt,  esquire,  County  of 
Salop  (Southern  or  Ludlow  Division). 

John  Stirling  Ainsworth,  esquire. 
County  of  Argyll. 

Captain  Edward  Charles  Ellice,  St. 
Andrews  District  of  Burghs. 

Harry  Trelawney  Eve,  esquire,  County 
of  Devon  (Mid  or  Ashburton  Division). 

Louis  John  Tillett,  esquire,  City  of 
Norwich. 

Patrick  Aloysius  M*Hugh,  esquire. 
County    of   Leitrim    (North  Leitrim 

Division). 

David  Sheehy,  esquire,  County  of 
Meath  (South  Meath  Division). 

ELECTIONS. 
Ordered,  That  all  Members  who  are 
returned  for  two  or  more  places  in 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  do 
make  their  Election  for  which  of  the 
places  they  will  serve,  within  one  week 
after  it  shall  appear  that  there  is  no 
question  upon  the  Return  for  that  place ; 
and  if  any  thing  shaU  come  in  question 
touching  the  Return  or  Election  of  any 
Member,  he  is  to  withdraw  during  the 
time  the  matter  is  in  debate ;  and  that 
all  Members  returned  upon  double 
Returns  do  withdraw  till  their  Returns 
are  determined. 

Resolved,  That  no  Peer  of  the  Realm, 
except  such  Peers  of  Ireland  as  shall  for 
the  time  being  be  actually  elected,  and 
shall  not  have  declined  to  serve,  for  any 
county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain, 
bath  any  right  to  give  his  vote  in  the 
Election  of  any  Member  to  serve  in 
Parliament. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of 
Parliament,  or  other  Peer  or  Prelate,  not 
being  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the  time 
elected,  and  not  having  declined  to  serve 
for  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great 
Britain,  to  concern  himself  in  the  election 
of  Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in 
Parliament,  except  only  any  Peer  of  Ire- 
land, at  such  Elections  in  Great  Britain 
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lespeotively  wheie  BUchPeer  shall  appear 
as  a  candidate,  or  by  himself,  or  any 
others,  be  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for 
any  Lord  Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  any 
county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  Commission,  to  in- 
fluence the  Election  of  any  Member  to 
serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament." 
<^  A.  Adand-Hood). 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  said  he  proposed  to  move  the 
omission  of  certain  words,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  confine  the  operation 
of  the  order  to  the  cases  of  Lords  Lieu- 
tenants of  counties.  He  did  not  think 
the  House  should  continue  to  endeavour 
to  enforce  an  authority  which  they  did 
not  possess. 

Mh.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
seconded.  He  was  as  great  a  stickler, 
he  said,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

Srivileges  of  the  House  as  anyone,  but  it 
id  seem  to  him  to  be  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  Parliament  for  it  to  pass 
an  order  year  after  year  which  it  had  not 
the  courage  to  enforce. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  Kinf'dom,'  id 
lines,  to  tlie  word  'for,'  in  line  8." — {Mr.  James 
Lowtker.) 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers- 
DouGLAS,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  The 
right  hon.  Gmtleman  has  now  raised  this 
question  in  several  sessions^  and  on  each 
occasion  the  House  by  its  vote  has 
shown  its  desire  by  considerable  majori- 
ties to  maintain  this  Order.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  fresh  argument  or  new 
circumstances  to  justify  a  departure  from 
the  practice  the  House  has  followed  for 
BO  many  years.  In  individual  instances, 
no  doubt,  the  Order  may  not  have  been 
observed  in  the  past,  and  it  may  be  true 
that  the  House  has  no  power  to  enforce  it, 
but  I  think  there  are  objections  which 
outweigh  even  these  considerations.  I 
believe  the  Order  has  a  salutary  effect, 
and  that  it  ke^s  alive  a  very  useful 
tradition  which  has  worked  well  in  the 
past.  I  am  sure  that  the  House  would 
not  desire  that  Peers  should  interfere  in 
elections,  neither  do  I  believe  that  they 
themselves  desire  to  do  so,  but  I  believe 


that  if  this  Order  were  deliberately 
abrogated  it  would  be  a  direct  invitation 
to  thiem  to  do  so.  Under  these  circnnt- 
stances  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
House  should  leave  well  alone.  This 
is  not  a  matter  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment feel  great  interest,  but  they  do  hold 
that  a  Sessional  Order  which  has  obtained 
for  so  many  years  oi^ht  not  thus  to  be 
changed  unless  by  general  consensus  of 
opinicm  and  with  the  general  support  of 
the  House.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
ask  the  House  to  reject  the  Amendment 
and  to  pass  the  Order  as  usual. 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  a  high  infringe- 
ment of  tiie  liberties  and  privileges  of 
the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingd^n 
for  any  Lord  of  Parliament,  or  other 
Peer  or  Prelate,  not  being  a  Peer  of 
Ireland  at  the  time  elected,  and  not 
having  declined  to  serve  f^  any  county, 
city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain,  to  con- 
cern himself  in  the  electioo  of  Members 
to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
except  only  any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such 
Elections  in  Great  Britain  respectively 
where  such  Peer  shall  appear  as  a 
candidate,  or  by  himself,  or  any  others, 
be  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for  any 
Lord  Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  any 
county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  Commission,  to  influence 
the  Election  of  any  Member  to  serve  for 
the  Commons  in  Parliament. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  been  elected  or  returned 
a  Member  of  this  House,  or  endeavoured 
so  to  be,  by  bribery,  or  any  other  cor- 
rupt practices,  this  House  will  proceed 
with  the  utmost  severity  against  all 
such  persons  as  shall  have  been  wilfully 
concerned  in  such  bribery  or  other  coi- 
rupt  practices. 

WITNESSES, 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  Uutt 
any  person  hath  been  tampering  with 
any  witness,  in  respect  of  his  evidence 
to  be  given  to  this  House,  or  any  Com- 
mittee thereof,  or  directly  or  indirectly 
hath  endeavoured  to  deter  or  hinder  any 
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pamnfrom  appearing  or  giving  evidence, 
the  same  ia  cbclared  to  be  a  high  crime 
or  nuBdemeanonr ;  and  tiiii  Hoose  will 
piooeed  with  the  atmost  severity  agunst 

soch  offender. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  given  false  evidence  in 
any  case  before  this  House,  or  any  Com- 
mittee thereof,  this  House  will  proceed 
widi  the  utmost  severity  against  such 
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•hall  be  licensed  by^  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
that  no  other  person  do  presume  to 
print  the  same. 


METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Ordered,  That  the  Oommissioners  of 
the  Police  of  the  Metropolis  do  take  care 
that,  during  tiie  session  of  Parliament, 
the  passages  through  the  streets  leading 
to  this  House  be  kept  free  and  opoi,  and 
that  no  obstruction  be  permitted  to 
hinder  the  passage  of  Members  to  and 
from  this  House,  and  that  no  disorder 
be  aUowed  in  Westminster  Hall,  or  in 
tlie  passages  leading  to  this  House, 
daring  the  Sitting  of  Parliament,  and 
that  there  be  no  annoyance  dieiein  or 
thweaboute;  and  that  the  Sergeant  at 
Arms  attending  this  House  do  conununi- 
cate  this  Order  to  the  Commissioners 
sfoiesaid. 

VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings of  this  House  be  printed,  being  first 
pensed  by  Mr.  SpeiJcer;  and  that  he 
do  ^point  the  printing  thereof;  and 
^t  no  person  bat  aa^  as  he  shall 
appoint  do  presume  to  print  the  same. 

PRIVILEGES. 
Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges be  appointed. 

O0TLAWRIE8  BILL. 
"  For  the  more  effectual  preventing  of 
CUndestine  Outlawries,"  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

JOURNAL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Journal  of  this 
House,  from  tie  end  of  the  last  session 
to  the  end  tA  the  present  session,  with 
an  Index  thereto,  be  printed. 

Ordered,  That  500  Copies  of  the  said 
Journal  and  Index  be  printed  by  the 
appointment  and  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  Courtenay  Peregrine  Ilbert,  K.C.S.I., 
C.I.E.,  the  Clerk  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Journal  and 
Index  be  printed  by  snch  person  as 


PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS 
(RECESS.) 

The  following  Papers,  presented  by  His 
Majesty's  Command  during  tha  Recess, 
were  delivered  to  the  Librarian  of  the 
House  of  Commons  during  the  Reoesst 
pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order  of  the 
Uth  August,  1896— 

1.  Explosions  (Cotton  Powder  Com- 
pany's Factory  at  Faversham).— Copy 
of  Report  by  Major  A.  Cooper-Key,  His 
Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  on  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing an  Explosion  of  nitro-glycerine 
which  occurred  in  the  Final  Washing 
House  of  the  Facto^  of  the  Cotton 
Powder  Company,  Limited,  at  Uplees 
Marshes,  Faversham,  Kent,  on  the  23rd 
August,  1903, 

2.  Explosions  (Cotton  Powder  Com- 
pany's Factory  at  Favershara).— Copy 
of  Report  by  Captain  J.  H.  Thomson, 
His  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of  Ex- 
plosives, to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  on  the  circumstances 
attending  an  Explosion  of  nitro-glycerine 
which  occurred  in  the  Final  Washing 
House  of  the  Factory  of  the  Cotton 
Powder  Company,  Limited,  at  Uplees 
Marshes,  Faveisham,  Kent,  on  the  9th 
November,  19(^. 

3.  Sewage  Disposal  (Royal  Commis- 
sion).—(3opy  of  Fourtii  Report  of  the 
CTonunissioners  appointed  to  enquire 
and  report  what  methods  of  Treating 
and  Disposing  of  Sewage  may  properly 
be  adopted,  together  with  Vol.  II., 
Minutes  of  Evideoce,  Vol.  III.,  Reports 
on  Bacteriological  Investigations,  and 
Vol.  IV.,  Reports  on  the  Land  Treat- 
ment of  Sewage  and  Methods  of  Chemical 
Analysis  of  Sewage  Effluents. 

4.  Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Com- 
mission).—Copy  of  Report  on  the  Manu- 
scripts of  Mrs.  Stopford-Sackville  of 
Drayton  House,  Northamptonshire,  Vol. 
I. 

5.  Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Com- 
mission).—Copy  of  Report  on  the  Mann- 

I  scripts  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and 
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Queensberry,  K.G.,  K.T.,  preserved  at 
Drumlanrig  Castle,  Vol.  II. 

6.  Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Com- 
mission).—Copy  of  Final  Report  of  tbe 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  Arsenical  Poisoning  arising 
from  the  Consumption  of  Beer  and  other 
articles  of  Food  or  Drink.  Part  I. 
Report. 

7.  Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Ck»m* 
mission). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  Arsenical  Poisoning  arising 
from  the  consumption  of  Beer  and  other 
articles  of  Food  or  Drink.  Part  II. 
Vol.  I.  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  and 
Appendices. 

8.  Arsenical  Poisoning  (Royal  Com- 
mission).— Copy  of  Final  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  Arsenical  Poisoning  aris- 
ing from  the  consumption  of  Beer  and 
other  articles  of  Food  or  Drink.  Part 
II.  Vol.  II.  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  and 
Appendices. 

9.  Electricity  in  Mines. — Cbpy  of  Re- 
port of  the  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  to  inquire  into 
the  use  of  Electric!^  in  Mines,  vith 
Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendices. 

10.  War  in  South  Africa  (Royal  Com- 
missiou). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  C!om- 
missioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
military  preparations  and  other  matters 
connected  with  the  War  in  South  Africa, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  (Vols.  I.  and 
II.)  and  Appendices. 

11.  Ankylostomiasis. — CopyofR^ort 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  by  J.  S.  Haldane,  esquire, 
M.D.,  F.R.3,,  on  Ankylostomiasis  in 
Westph^ian  Collieries. 

12.  Mines  and  Quarries. — Copy  of 
General  Report  and  Statistics  for  the 
year  1902;  Part  II.,  Labour;  General 
Report  and  Statistics  relating  to  persons 
employed  and  Accidents  at  Mines  and 
Quarries  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
(o  the  enforcement  of  the  Mines  and 
Quarries  Acts. 

13.  Mines  and  Quarries. — Copy  of 
General  Report  and  Statistics  for  the 
year  1902,  Part  III..  Output ;  General 
Report  and  Statistics  relating  to  the 


Output  and  Value  of  the  Minerals 
raised  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
amount  and  value  of  the  metals  produced, 
and  the  expc^  and  imports  of  Uinamls. 

14.  Prisons  (England  and  Wales).^ 
Copy  of  Report  of  the  Cknnmissionen  of 
Prisons  and  the  Directors  of  CoDvict 
Prisons,  with  Appendices,  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1903. 

15.  Factories  and  Workdiops.— Copy 
of  Report  of  tibe  Oiief  Inspector  of 
Factories  and  Workshops  for  1902.  Part 
II.  Tables. 

16.  Reformatory  and  Industrial 
Schools  (Great  Britain).— Copy  of  Forty- 
sixth  Report  of  His  Majesty's  Inspector 
of  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
for  1902.  Part  II.  General  Report  and 
Appendices  III.  to  XI. 

17.  f'olice  (Metropolis). — Copy  of  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  Polios  of 
the  Metropolis  for  the  year  1902. 

18.  Inebriates  Acts  (Inspector's  Re- 
port).—Copy  of  Report  of  the  Inspector 
under  the  Inebriates  Acts.  1879  to  1901^ 
for  the  year  19Cffi. 

19.  Light  Railways  Act.  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the  con- 
struction of  Light  Railways  in  die 
City  of  Bath,  in  the  county  of  Somerset 
(being  extensions  and  deviations  of  the 
existing  and  authorised  undertaking  of 
Bath  Electric  Tramways,  Limited),  and 
the  abandonment  of  the  construction  d 
certain  othef  Light  Railways  already 
authorised  in  the  same  city  (Batii 
Electric  Tramways  (Light  Railways 
Extensions)  Order,  1903). 

20.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— CJopy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissitmers,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  amending 
the  Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay  Light 
Railway  Order,  1898  (Llandudno  and 
Colwyn  Bay  Light  Railway  (Deviatttm 
and  Amendment)  Order,  1903). 

21.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  antho* 
rising  the  construction  of  Light  Rail* 
ways  in  the  county  of  Kent,  from  the 
River  Thames  near^reenhithe  to  Dazt- 
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ford  and  Eynsford,  with  BrancheB  to 
Swanley  Junction  and  to  Stansted  (Dart- 
ford  District  Light  Railways  Order, 
1903). 

22.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  l^e  Board  of  Trade,  amending 
The  Lastingham  and  Rosedale  Light 
Railway  Order,  1900  (Lastingham  and 
Rosedale  Light  Railway  (Extension  of 
Time)  Order,  1903). 

23.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
(Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  reviving 
the  powers  granted  and  extending  the 
period  limited  by  The  Bankfoot  Light 
Railway  Order,  1898,  for  the  compulsory 
purchase  of  lands,  and  extending  the 
period  limited  by  that  Order  for  the 
completion  of  the  Railway  and  works 
by  that  Order  authorised  (Bankfoot 
Light  Railway  (Extension  of  Time) 
Order,  1903). 

24.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising 
the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in 
the  boroi^[h  of  Burton-upon-Trent,  the 
nrban  districts  of  Swaduncote  and  of 
Aahby-de-la-Zouch,  and  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  Repton  and  of  Hartshorne  and 
Seales  and  of  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  in  the 
counties  of  Stafford,  Derby,  and  Leicester 
(Barton  and  Ashby  Light  Railway  Order, 
1903). 

25.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
&med  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  autibo- 
rising  the  constniction  of  a  Light  Rail- 
way in  the  borough  and  rural  district  of 
Boverand  parish  of  River,  in  the  county 
of  Kent  (Dover  and  River  Light  Railway 
Order,  1903). 

26.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
(commissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  amending  the  Bere 
Alston  and  Calstock  Light  Railway 
Order,  1900  (Bere  Alston  and  Calstock 
Idght  Railway  (Exteosion  of  Time) 
Older,  1903). 


27.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  autho- 
rising the  construction  of  a  Li^t  Rail- 
way in  the  county  of  Southampton^  from 
Totton  to  Fawley  (Totton,  Hythe,  and 
Fawley  Light  Railway  Order,  1903). 

28.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
CCommissioners,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the  con- 
struction of  a  Light  Railway  in  the 
rural  district  of  Dartford,  in  the  county 
of  Kent  (Dartford  Light  Railway  (Ex- 
tension) Order,  1903). 

29.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Cfepy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Clommissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  trans- 
ferring to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Bui^Bses  of  the  borot^[h  of  Nelson  the 
powers  conferred  upon  the  Barrowfoid 
Urban  District  Council  by  the  Barrowfwl 
Light  Railway  Order,  1901,  and  amend- 
ing that  Order  and  the  Kelson  Light 
Railways  Order,  1901  (Barrowford  Light 
Railway  Order,  1901  (Transfer^  &c.) 
Order,  1903). 

30.  Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authoris- 
ing the  construction  of  a  Light  Railway 
in  die  county  of  Gloucester,  in  the 
paridies  of  Henbury  and  Shirehampton 
(Avonmonth  Light  Railway  Order, 
1903). 

31.  Railways  (Continuons  Brakes). — 
Copy  of  Return  by  Railway  Companies 
of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  use  of 
Continuous  Brakes  for  the  six  mont^ 
ending  the  30th  June,  1903. 

32.  Statistical  Abstracts  (Foreign 
Countries). — Copy  of  Statistical  Abstract 
for  the  principal  and  other  Foreign 
Countries  in  each  year  from  1891  to  1900- 
1901  (Twenty-ninth  Knmher). 

33.  Commercial  Mission  to  South 
Africa. — Copy  of  Report  received  from 
Mr.  Henxy  Birchenough,  the  Special  Com- 
missioner appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  present  position  and  future  pros- 
pects of  British  Trade  in  Sou^Airicai 
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34.  Colonial  Import  Duties, — Copy  of 
Return  relating  to  the  Rates  of  Import 
Duties  levied  upon  the  principal  andother 
Articles  Imported  into  the  Colonial  and 
other  Posseasions  of  tiw  United  King- 
dom. 

35.  Conciliation  Act,  1896  (Trade 
Disputes).— Copy  of  Fourth  Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  Proceeding  under 
the  Conciliation  Act,  1896. 

36.  Eiost  ^dia  (Sanitary  Measures). — 
Copy  of  Report  on  Sanitary  Measures  in 
India  in  1901-2  (Vol.  XXXV.). 

37.  East  India  (Irrigation).— Copy  of 
Beport  of  the  Indian  Irrigation  (Tom- 
mission,  1901-3.  Part  I.  General.  Part 
II.  Provincial.  Put  ni.  Haps.  Part 
IV.  Appendix. 

38.  East  India  (Railways). — Copy  of 
Report  on  the  administration  and  work- 
ing of  Indian  Railways,  by  Thomas 
Robertson,  C.V.O.,  Special  CJommisaioner 
for  Indian  Railways. 

39.  East  India  (Statistical  Abstract). 
—Copy  of  Statistical  Abstract  relating 
to  British  India  from  1892-3  to  1901-2. 
(Thirty-seventh  Number). 

40.  East  India  (Trade).— Copy  of  Re- 
view of  Trade  of  India  for  1902-3. 

41.  East  India  (Trade).— Copy  of 
Tables  relating  to  the  Trade  of  British 
India  with  British  Possessions  and 
Foreign  Countries  for  the  five  years 
1898-9  to  1902-3.  | 

42.  Imperial  Institute  (Indiui  Sec*  { 
tion).— Copy  of  Annual  B^rt  of  the  I 
Imperial  Institute  (Indian  Section)  for  | 
the  year  1902-3.  | 

43.  Irish  Land  Commission  (Frooeed- 
ingt). — Copy  of  Return  of  Proceedings 
dnrii^  the  months  (rf  May,  June,  July, 
August,  September,  and  October,  1903. 

44.  National  Educaticm  (Ireland). — 
Copy  of  Appendix  to  the  Sixty-ninth 
Repii»t  of  the  CJonunissioQers,  being  for 
the  year  1902.   Section  I. 

45.  National  Education  (Ireland).— 
Copy  of  Appendix  to  the  Sixty-ninth 
Report  of  ljie  Commissioners,  being  for 
the  year  1902.   Section  II. 

40.  National  Education  (Ireland. — 
Copy  of  Appendix  to  the  Sixty-ninth 
R^K>rt  of  the  CommiBnonets,  being  for 
the  year  1902.  Section  III. 


47.  Qu«en*s  CJolle^  (<3alway).— (3opy 
of  Report  of  the  President  lortiie  Beanlon 

1902-3. 

48.  Agricultural  Statistics  (Ireland). 
— Copy  of  Tables  showing  the  extent  in 
statute  acres  and  the  produce  of  the 
Crops  for  the  year  1903. 

49.  Agricultural  Statistics  (Irelaod) 
(Migratory  Labourers). — Copy  of  Report 
and  Tables  relating  to  Irish  Migratory 
Agricultural  and  other  Labourers  for  the 
year  1903. 

50.  Agricultural  Statistics  (Ireland). 
— Copy  of  Abstracts  showing  the  Acre- 
age under  Crops  and  the  number  of  Live 
Stock  in  each  county  and  province  of 
Ireland  for  the  year  190^. 

51.  Agrarian  Outrages  (Ireland).— 
C^opy  of  Return  for  the  quarter  ended 
30th  September,  1903. 

52.  Agrarian  Outrages  (Ireland).— 
Ciopy  of  Return  for  the  quarter  ended 
3lBt  December,  1903. 

53.  Evictions  (Ireland).— Copy  of  Re- 
turn of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the 
quarter  ended  30th  Si^tember,  1903. 

64.  Evictions  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Re- 
turn of  Evictions  in  Ireland  for  the 
quarter  ended  31st  December,  190S. 

55.  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887 
(Eviction  Notices).— Copy  of  Return  of 
Eviction  Notices  filed  during  the 
quarter  ended  30th  September,  1903. 

56.  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887 
(Eviction  Notices). — Copy  of  Return  of 
Eviction  Notices  filed  during  the 
quarter  ended  31st  December,  1903. 

57.  Bankii^,  Railway,  and  Canal 
Statistiea  (Ireland).— (Topy  of  Report  on 
the  Banking.  Railway,  and  Canal  Sta- 
tistics of  Ireland  for  the  half-year  ended 
30th  June,  1903. 

58.  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
(Ireland).— Copy  of  Forty-first  Report 
of  the  Inspector  for  the  year  1902. 

59.  Shell-Fish  (Ireland).  —  Copy  of 
Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland  on  the  Shell-Fish  Layings  on 
the  Irish  coast  as  respects  their  liabili^ 
to  sewage  contamination. 

60.  Board  of  Education. — Copy  of 
Reports  from  University,  C^cffes.  1908. 
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61.  Board  of  Education  (Special  Re- 
pffts).— Copy  of  Special  Reports  on 
Educational  Subjects.  School  Training 
and  Early  Employment  o{  Lancasluxe 
Cbildreo. 

62.  Board  of  Education  (Education 
Cbmmittees).— Copy  of  Statement  of 
Schemes  for  the  Formation  of  Education 
CSommittees  approved  during  tiie  period 
Ist  August  to  30th  November,  1903,  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  under  Section 
17  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902. 

63.  Board  of  Education. —  Copy  of 
Return  showing  the  Number  of  Persons 
m  the  Teachers'  Register  under  Regula- 
tion 5  (2)  (a)  of  the  Teachers'  Registra- 
tion Regulations. 

64.  Board  of  Education.  —  Copy  of 
Regulations  relating  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Science,,  the  Royal  College  of 
Art,  and  to  Museums  under  the  Board  of 
Education  from  Ist  August,  1903,  to 
Slat  July,  1904. 

65.  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
— Oopy  of  Report  on  the  Results  of  lu- 
Testigations  into  Cider  Slaking  carried 
oat  tm  behalf  of  the  Bath  and  West  and 
SoQthem  Counties  Society  in  the  years 
1893  to  1902,  by  F.  J.  Lloyd,  F.C.S., 
F.I.C. 

66.  Postal  Convention  (Daumark). — 
Copy  of  Agreement  between  the  Post 
OfKce  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  Post  Office 
of  Denmark.  Dated  22nd  August,  14th 
September,  1903. 

67.  Wireless  Telegraphy.  —  Copy  of 
Proems- Verbaux  and  Protocole  Final  of 
the  Preliminary  International  Confer- 
ence at  Berlin  on  Wireless  Telegraphy. 

68.  Meteorology. — Copy  of  Report  of 
the  Meteorological  Council  to  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1903. 

69.  Preferential  and  Retaliatory 
Daties. — Copy  of  Return  of  Preferential 
and  Retaliatory  Duties  imposed,  raised, 
reduced,  or  repealed  in  the  years  1823, 
1824,  1825,  1826,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1846, 
1846, 1853,  and  1860.  stating  (1)  the  rate 
of  duty  levied,  and  (2)  the  revenue 
derived  from,  and  the  quantities  im- 
ported, of  the  articles  concerned,  in  the 
three  yean  preceding  and  in  ^e  thiee 
ye«n  following  soeh  change. 


70.  Chapter  House,  Westminster. — 
Copy  of  Memoraada  by  Professor  Church, 
F.K.S.,  fnmished  to  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  His  Majesty's  Works,  &c., 
concerning  the  treatment  of  Decayed 
Stone-Work  in  the  Chapter  House,  West- 
minster Abbey. 

71.  Peterhead  Harbour. — Copy  of  Re- 
ports xespectii^  Peterhead  Harbour 
Works. 

72.  Colonial  Reports  (Annual).  — 
Copies  of  Reports  Nos.  394  (Turks  and 
Caicos  Islands,  Annual  Report  for  1902), 

395  (Seychelles,  Annual  Report  for  1902), 

396  (Ceylon,  Annual  Report  for  1902), 
397,  (Grold  Coast,  Annual  Report  for 
1902),  398  (Barbados,  Report  for  1902-3), 
399  (Fiji.  Annual  Report  for  1902),  400 
(Lagos,  Annual  Report  for  1902),  401 
(British  Solomon  Islands,  Report  for 
1902-3),  402  (Cocos-Keeling  Islands, 
Annual  Report  for  1903).  403  (St.  Vin- 
cent, Report  for  1902-3),  404  (Grenada, 
Annual  Report  for  1902),  405  (Southern 
Nigeria,  Annual  Report  for  1902),  406 
(Straits  Settlements,  Annual  Report  for 
1902),  407  (Trinidad  and  Tobago,  Report 
for  1902-3),  408  (Basutoland,  Report  for 
1902-3),  409  (Northern  Nigeria,  Annual 
Report  for  1902),  410  (Malta,  Report  for 
1902-3),  411  (St.  Lucia,  Annual  Report 
for  1902),  412  (Mauritius,  Annual  Report 
for  1902),  413  (British  Guiana,  Report  for 
1902-3). 

73.  Colonial  Reports  (Miscellaneous). 
— Copies  of  Reports  Nos.  22  (Seychelles, 
Report  on  Para  Rubber),  23  (Dominica, 
Roads  and  Land  Settlement.  Report  on 
the  Expenditure  of  the  Parliamentary 
Grant-in-Aid),  24  (Grenada,  Report  on 
Land  Settlement  in  Carriacou),  25  (Hong- 
Kong,  Bubonic  Plague.  Memorandum 
on  the  Treatment  of  Patients  in  their 
own  Homes  and  in  Local  Hospitals). 

74.  Canada. — Copy  of  Canadian  Ses- 
sional Paper  containing  Correspondence 
in  connection  with  the  German  Tariff. 

75.  West  Indies. — Copy  of  Further 
Correspondence  relating  to  the  Volcanic 
Eruptions  in  St.  Vincent  and  Martinique 
in  1902  and  1903. 

76.  Straits  Settlements. — Copy  of  Re- 
ports on  the  Federated  Blalay  States  tot 
1902. 
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77.  Cyprus. — Copy  of  Despatch  from 
the  High  Commissioner  covering  a  Report 
on  the  Agricultural  Fund  for  the  year 
ended  Slat  March,  1903. 

78.  Marriage  and  Divorce  Law  (Colo- 
nies).— Copy  of  Papers  relating  to  the 
Laws  of  Marriage  and  Divorce  in  self- 
governing  British  Colonies. 

79.  Transvaal. — Reports  o!  the  Trans- 
vaal Labour  Commission. 

80.  Army  (Recruiting).  —  Copy  of 
Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector-General 
of  Recruiting  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  the  year  1903. 

81.  Army  (Volunteer  Corps). — Copy  of 
Annual  Return  of  the  Volunteer  Corps* 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  year  1902. 

82.  Military  Prisons. — Copy  of  Report 
on  the  Discipline  and  Management  of 

Military  Prisons  in  1902. 

83.  Patriotic  Fund.— Copy  of  Forty- 
second  Report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Patriotic  Fund. 

84.  Rifle  Ranges, — Copy  of  Return  of 
Rifle  Ranges  available  for  Regular 
Troops  and  Militia,  and  of  Rifle  and 
Carbine  Ranges  available  for  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  and  Volunteer 
Forces  [Address  16th  July,  1903;  Mr. 
Courtenay  Warner]. 

85.  Judicial  Statistics  (Scotland). — 
Copy  of  Report  on  the  Judicial  Statistics 
of  Scotland  for  the  year  1902. 

86.  Census  of  Scotland,  1901.— Copy 
of  Eleventh  Decennial  Census  of  the 
Population  of  Scotland,  taken  31st  March, 
1901.  with  Report  (Vol.  III.). 

87.  Board  of  Manufactures  (Scotland). 
— Copy  of  Report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  Boud  of  Manu- 
factures (Scotland). 

88.  Licensing  (Scotland)  Act,  1903.— 
Copy  of  Tables  showing  the  Populations 
of  Counties,  Local  Government  Districts, 
and  Burghs  in  Scotland  with  r^erence 
to  the  Provisions  of  the  Licensing 
(Scotland)  Act. 

89.  Naval  Manoeuvres.  —  Copy  of 
Report  of  the  Naval  Manoeuvres  of  1903. 

90.  Census  of  England  and  Wales, 
1901 . — Copy  of  Index  to  the  Population 
Tables  for  England  and  Wales  in  the 


county  volumes  of  the  Census  Report, 
1901. 

91.  Highways. — Copy  of  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 
Highways  Authorities  and  Administra- 
tion in  England  and  Wales,  with  Min- 
utes of  Evidence. 

92.  Treaty  Series  (No.  12.  1903).— 
Copy  of  Convention  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  France  respecting  Com- 
mercial relations  between  France  and 
Jamaica.  Signed  at  London,  8th  August. 

1 902 .  Ratifications  exchanged  at 
London,  12th  August,  1903. 

93.  Treaty  Series  (No.  13,  1903).— 
Copy  of  Accession  of  Mexico  to  the 
Industrial  Property  Convention,  1883, 
and  additional  Act  of  1900.  7tik 
September,  1903. 

94.  Treaty  Series  (No.  U.  1903).— 
Copy  of  Accession  of  Germany  to  the 
Industrial  Property  Convention,  1883, 
etc.    1st  May,  1903. 

95.  Treaty  Series  (No.  15,  1903).— 
Copy  of  Parcel  Post  Convention,  with 
detailed  regulations,  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Chile.  Signed  at  Santiago, 
21st  October,  1902. 

96.  Treaty  Series  (No.  16,  1903).— 
Copy  of  Protocol  for  submitting  to 
Arbitration  certain  questions  as  to  the 
interpretation  of  treaties  with  Japan 
with  regard  to  leases  held  in  perpetuity. 
Signed  at  Tokio.  28th  August,  1902. 

97.  Treaty  Series  (No.  17,  1903).— 
Copy  of  Treaty  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  China  respecting  Com- 
mercial relations,  etc.  Signed  at 
Shangai,  5th  September,  1902.  Ratifica- 
tions exchanged  at  Peking,  28th  July 

1903.  ' 

98.  Treaty  Series  (No.  18,  1903).— 
Copy  of  Agreement  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  France  providing  for  the 
Settlement  by  Arbitration  of  certain 
classes  of  questions  which  may  arise 
between  the  two  Governments.  Signed 
at  London,  Uth  October,  1903. 

99.  Treaty  Series  (No.  1,  1904).— 
Copy  of  Convention  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Parcel  Post  Service  between  the 
United  States  and  Hong-Kong.  Signed 
at  Washington,  2l8t  NoMmber,  ,1903. 
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100.  Turkey  (No.  4,  1903).— Copy  of 
further  correspondence  respecting  the 
aSaira  of  South-Eastem  Europe. 

101.  Turkey  (No.  1,  1904),— Copy  of 
farmer  correspondence  nspecting  the 
Affftin  of  Soath-Easfcem  Europe,  March 
to  September,  1903. 

102.  China  (No.  3,  1903).— Copy  of 
fieport  by  Acting  Consul  Litton  on  a 
journey  in  North- West  Yunnan. 

lOS.  China  (No.  1,  1904).— Copy  of 
Report  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Campbell,  His 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Wuchow,  on  a 
journey  in  Mongolia  (with  a  Map). 

104.  Africa  (No.  II,  1903).— Copy  of 
Reports  on  the  Geology  of  the  East 
Africa  Protectorate,  by  the  late  E.  E. 
Walker  (Government  Geologist). 

105.  Africa  (No.  12.  1903).— Copy  of 
Report  by  the  Mombasa  -  Victoria 
(Uganda)  Railway  Committee  on  the 
Progress  of  the  Works  and  Revenue 
Working,  1902-3  (with  two  maps). 

106.  Africa  (No.  13,  1903).— Copy  of 
Report  on  the  Trade  and  General  Condi- 
tions of  the  British  Central  Africa  Pro- 
tectorate for  the  year  1902-3  by  Major 
F.  B.  Fearce,  Acting  Commissioner. 

107.  Africa  (No.  14,  1903).— Copy  of 
Despatch  to  certain  of  His  Majesty's 
Representatives  abroad  in  regard  to 
allied  cases  of  ill-treatment  of  Natives, 
and  to  the  existence  of  Trade  Monopolies 
in  the  Independent  State  of  the  Congo. 

108.  Africa  (No.  15.  1903).  Copy  of 
General  Report  on  the  Uganda  Protec- 
torate for  tiie  year,  ending  31st  March, 
1903. 

109.  Forestry  Laws  (Commercial  No.  8, 
1903). — Copy  of  Reports  from  certain  of 
His  Majesty's  Representatives  abroad 
respecting  Forestry  Laws. 

110.  Most-Favoured-Nation  Clauses 
(Commercial  No.  9,  1903).— Copy  of 
Return  of  Uost-Favoured-Nation  Clauses 
in  existing  Treaties  of  Commerce  and 
Navigation  between  Great  Britain  and 
Foreign  Powers,  stating  the  period 
when  terminable,  and  showing  whether 
they  apply  to  the  British  Colonies,  in 
force  on  the  Ist  July,  1903. 

111.  Houses  of  Legislature  (OflBcial 
Reports  of  Proceedings),  Miscellaneous 
(No.  6.  1903,— Copy  ca  Correspondence 


showing  the  systems  in  force  in  certain 
foreign  countries  for  publishing  Official 
Reports  of  Proceedings  in  the  Houses 
of  Legislature. 

112.  Drama  (State  or  Municipal  Sup- 
port) (Miscellaneous,  No.  6,  1903). — 
Copy  of  Return  as  to  Financial  Support 
given  from  State  or  Municipal  FuncU  to 
Dramatic,  Operatic,  or  Musical  Perform- 
ances in  Foreign  Countries. 

113.  Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — 
Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Re- 
ports, Annual  Series,  Nos.  3066  to  3113. 

114.  Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous 
Series). — Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  Nos. 
596  to  601. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY 
PENSIONS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing 
the  names  of  all  Constabulary  OfBcers 
now  in  receipt  of  Pensions,  of  all  Head 
Constables,  Sei^eants,  and  Constables, 
and  of  all  Widows  and  Children  to 
whom  Pensions  have  been  granted  since 
the  Constabulary  Estimate  for  1903-4 
was  prepared,  with  the  amount  and  date 
of  Pension  in  each  case  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

IMPERIAL  OTTOMAN  GUARANTEED 
LOAN  OF  1855. 

Copy  presented,  of  Account  for  the  year 
1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREASURY  BILLS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  24th  January,  1904,  amending  the 
Regulation  laid  down  in  the  Treasury 
Minute  of  the  Slst  May,  1889,  relating 
to  Tenders  for  Treasury  Bills  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  >e 
printed.  [No.  1.] 

ST.  LOUIS   EXHIBITION  COM- 
MISSION, 1901. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  29th  August,  1903,  directing  that 
the  Accounts  of  the  Royal  Commission 
for  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition,  1904,  shall 
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be  examiaed  and  audited  by  the  Comp- 
troUei  and  Auditor-General  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1869. 

Cc^y  presented,  of  Treasuiy  Minute, 
dated  20th  August,  1903,  awarding  a 
Special  Pension  to  Sir  Kenelm  Edward 
Digby,  K.C.B.,  late  Permanent  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATIONS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  2lBt  November,  1903,  declaring 
that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Deputy- 
Governor  of  a  Convict  Prison  in  Ireland 
professional  or  other  peculiar  qualifica- 
tions not  ordinuily  to  be  acquired  in 
the  Public  Service  are  required  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table: 

SUPERANNUATIONS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  10th  November,  1903,  declaring 
that  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Secretary  to 
l^e  Civil  Service  Commissioners  pro- 
fessional or  other  peculiar  qualifications 
not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the 
Public  Service  are  required  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  30th  September,  1903,declarittg  that 
Thomas  Aahbrook  Forster,  Postmaster, 
Newtown  Post  Office,  was  appointed 
without  a  Civil  Service  Certificate 
through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the 
Head  of  his  Department  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  2nd  October,  1903,  declaring  that 
Alfred  Wellham,  machine  hand,  Royal 
^mall  Arms  Factory,  Birmingham,  was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certifi- 
cate through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of 
the  Head  of  his  Department  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Cin>y  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  2nd  October,  1903,  declaring  that 


Charles  Chamberlain,  principal  foreman, 
Royal  Carriage  Department,  War  Office, 
was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service 
Certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the 
part  of  the  Head  of  his  Department  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT.  1884. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  23rd  December,  1903,  declaring 
that  William  Edward  Bird,  engine 
driver,  Royal  Gun  Factory,  War  De- 
partment, was  appointed  withont  a 
Civil  Service  Certificate  through  inad- 
vertence on  the  part  of  the  Heaid  of  lus 
Department  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the 
amount  of  Notes  issued  more  than  forty 
years  which  have  not  been  presented  for 
payment,  and  which  have  been  written 
ofi  on  the  28th  October,  1903,  from  the 
total  amount  of  Notes  issued  from  the 
Issue  Department  of  the  Bank  of 
England  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  tha 
Table. 

POST  OFFICE  TELEGRAPHS. 
Account  presented,  showing  the  gross 
amount  received  and  expended  on 
account  of  the  Telegraph  Service  during 
the  year  ended  31st  March.  190S,  ftc. 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  2.] 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(PARTICULARS  OF  PIECE  WORK 
WAGES)  (WEARING  APPAREL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  17th 
December,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
applying  with  modifications  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  116  of  The  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  to  the  manu- 
facture of  Wearing  Apparel,  and  revok- 
ing the  Order  dated  22nd  April,  1897 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  tiie  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(SPECIAL  EXCEPTION  —  CREAM- 
ERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  23rd 
October,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  in 
pursuance  of  Section  42  of  the  Pactcny 
and  Workshop  Act,  1 901,  granting 
certain  special  exceptions  to  Creameries, 
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ud  revddng  the  Order  (Iralsad)  dated 
9th  June,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the 

Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(SPECIAL  EXCEPTION  —  OVER- 
TIME). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  29th 
December,  1903.  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,in  pursu- 
ance of  Section  49  of  The  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  with  regard  to  the 
overtime  employment  of  women  on  not 
more  than  thirty  days  in  the  year ;  and 
revoking  all  existing  Orders  [by  ^t];  to 
Ue  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AN  D  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(MANUFAC  rURE  OF  EARTHEN- 
WARE AND  CHINA). 

Copy  presented,  of  Amended  Special 
Rules,  dated  30th  December,  1901,  and 
28th  November,  1903,  for  the  Manufacture 
of  Earthenware  and  China,  as  established 
by  the  Awards  of  the  Umpire,  Iiord 
James  of  Hereford  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(DANGEROUS   AND  UNHEALTHY 

INDUSTRIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations,  dated 
2l8t  Novetaber,  1903,  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
in  Dnrsaance  of  Section  79  of  The  Factory 
and  Workdu^  Act,  1901.  for  the  Manu- 
facture €i  Electric  Aocumnlators  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(HEALTH-BAKEHOUSES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, dated  30th  December,  1903,  in 
pursuance  of  Section  3,  Sub-section  (2),  of 
The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
modifying  the  proportion  of  cubic  feet 
of  ipace  to  be  provided  in  certain  Bake- 
honses  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(8PECLAL  EXCEPTION— LIMEWASH- 
ING). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  2nd 
November,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  in  pursu- 
ance of  Section  1  (4)'of  The  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901.  granting  special 
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exceptions  from  the  provisions  respecting 
limewashing,  Ac.,  to  certain  factories 
and  parts  of  factories ;  and  revoking  the 
Orders  dated  16th  November,  1895,  8th 
February,  1896.  and  26th  March,  1902  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EXPLOSIONS  (BLENHEIM  ENGINEER* 
ING  COMPAN  Y'S  FACTORY  AT 
TUNNEL  LANE.  GREENWICH 
MARSHES). 

(3opy  presented,  of  Report  by  Major  A. 
Cooper-Key,  His  Majesty^s  Inspector  of 
Explosives,  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Se<^taiy  <^  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment  on  the  circumstancn  attending  an 
explouon  of  fulminate  composition  at 
the  factory  of  the  Blenheim  Engineer- 
ing Company,  Limited,  at  Tunnel  Ijane. 
Greenwich  Marshes, on thelSth  December, 
1903  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS. 

INCORPORATION  OP  ASTON  MANOR. 

Copy  presented,  of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Aston  Manor, 
dated  17th  August.  1903  [by  Act];  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table. 

INCORPORATION  OF  BROMLEY. 
Copy  presented,  of  Charter  <A  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Bromley- 
dated  17th  August,  1903  [by  Act];  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table. 

INCORPORATION  OF  OILLINGHAM. 

Copy  presented,  of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Gillingham, 
dated  17th  August,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
npcm  the  TaUe. 

INCORPORATION  OF  H0RN8EY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Homsey,  dated 
17th  August,  19(Kt  [by  Act];  to  Ue  upon 

the  Table. 

INEBRIATE  REFORMATORIES 
(REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  made 
with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  for  the 
management  and  discipline  of  the  certi- 
fied Inebriate  Reformatory  at  Ackworth, 
Yorkshire  [by  Act];  to  Ue  upon  the 
Table. 
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INEBRIATES  ACTS,  1870  TO  1809  (REGU- 
LATIONS FOB  STATE  INEBRIATE 
REFORMATORIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  New  Begulations 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  prescribing  the  diet 
for  ill-conducted  or  idle  inmates  of  State 
■  Inebriate  Reformatories,  and  revoking 
Begulations  64  (b)  and  66  (b),  and  so 
much  of  Appendix  A  as  relates  to  the 
diet  of  ill-conducted  or  idle  inmates,  of 
the  Regulation  dated  2l8t  June,  1901  [by 
Act) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL  LICENCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Licence  granted 
to  Bllis  Smith,  under  the  Provisions  of 
the  Penal  Servitude  Acts,  1863  to  1891, 
to  which  are  annexed  conditions  other 
than  those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL LICENCE). 

Cm>y  presented,  of  a  Licence  granted 
to  Patrick  Hardigan,  under  the  Pro- 
visions of  the  Penal  Servitude  Acts, 
1853  to  1891,  to  which  are  annexed  con- 
ditions other  than  those  contained  in 
Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act, 
1864  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL LICENCE.) 

Copy  presented,  of  a  Licence  granted 
to  Sbry  Ann  Piullips,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbuiy  Prison,  permit- 
ting her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that 
she  enter  the  Home  of  the  Holy  Rood  at 
Worthing  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL LICENCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Licence  granted 
to  Ijmothy  W.  Nolan,  a  convict,  to 
which  are  annexed  conditioDs  other 
than  those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864  [by  Act]; 
to  tie  upon  the  Table. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
TECH  NICAL  INSTRUCTION  (IRE- 
LAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto, 
[Ordered  13th  August,  1903;  Mr. 
M'Govem];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


AGRICULTURE  AND  TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTION  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1899. 

Copy  presented,  of  Thirty  -  three 
Minutes  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ire- 
land sanctioning  Forms  of  Instruction 
for  certain  County  Boroughs,  Counties, 
and  Urban  Districts  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue 
npon  the  Table. 

PHARMACY  ACTS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  9th  October,  1903,  approving  of  a 
Begulation  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Lreland  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

MILITIA  ACT,  1882  (DEPUTY  LIEU- 
TENANTS, IRFXAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  descrip- 
tions of  qualifications  of  Deputy  Lieu- 
tenants lodged  during  1903,  as  furnished 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WINTER  ASSIZES  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  an  Order  in 
Council,  dated  9th  October,  1903,  and 
three  Orders,  dated  4th  November,  1903, 
for  holding  Winter  Assizes  in  Ireland 
[by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Time-Table  o! 
Examinations  for  1904  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Opy  presented,  of  Additional  Bole 
made  by  the  Intermediate  Education 
Board  for  Ireland  as  to  Experimental 
Science  and  Drawing  [by  Act};  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 

(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  amended  Rules 
made  by  the  Intermediate  Education 
Board  for  Ireland  for  the  Examination 
in  Music  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Additional  Bule 
made  by  the  Intermediate  Education 
Board  for  Ireland  as  to  Experimental 
and  Practical  Science  [by  Act];  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table.      ^  i 
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SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
ACT  (IRELAND),  1877. 

Cc^y  presented,  of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  let  December,  1903,  giving  effect 
to  a  Role  of  Conrt  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
ACT  (IRELAND).  1877. 

Copies  presented,  of  two  Orders  in 
Council,  dated  2l8t  January,  1904,  giving 
^ect  to  Rules  of  Court  under  the 
Snpieme  Court  of  Judicature  Act 
(behind),  1877  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

WAGES  AND  EFFECTS  OF  DECEASED 
SEAMEN. 

Account  presented,  of  the  Sums 
received,  and  paid  in  respect  of  the 
Wages  and  Effects  of  Deceased  Seamen 
in  the  year  ended  3l8t  Biarch,  1903  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GENERAL  LIGHTHOUSE  FUND. 
Account  presented,  of  the  General 
Lighthouse  Fund  showing  the  Income 
and  Expenditure  for  the  year  ended 
3l8t  March,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  3.] 

SEAMEN'S  SAVINGS  BANKS  (MONEY 
ORDERS  AND  TRANSMISSION  OF 
WAGES). 

Accounts  presented,  of  all  Deposits 
received  ana  repaid  duriim  the  year 
ended  20th  November,  1902,  and  State- 
ment as  to  Money  Orders  issued  and 
paid  from  1855  to  31st  March,  1903,  and 
of  Receipts  and  Payments  in  connection 
with  the  Transmission  of  Seamen's 
Wages  from  1878  to  31st  March,  1903 
tby  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  4.] 

RAMSGATE  HARBOUR. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the 
Receipts  and  Payments  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1903,  together  with 
an  Accoant  of  the  Receipt  and  Issue  of 
Stores  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  5.] 

WEST  HIGHLAND  RAILWAY  {EXTEN- 
SION FROM  BANAVIE  TO  MAL- 
LAIG). 

Copy  presented,  of  Second  Annual  Re- 
p<ut  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  the  con- 
dition and  working  of  the  Banavie  and 


Mallaig  Railway,  the  rates  and  charges 
for  traffic,  and  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture of  any  Company  in  working  the 
Railway,  for  the  year  ended  1902-4  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  6.] 


ARMY 


(PAY,  NON-EFFECTIVE 
AND  ALLOWANCES). 


PAY. 


Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Exceptions 
to  the  Army  Regulations  as  to  Pay  and 
Allowances  sanctioned  during  the  year 
1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  apon  the 
Table. 

SUGAR. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  30th  July,  1903;  Cdond 
Denny] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN 
INDIA). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  all 
Loans  raised  in  India,  chargeable  on  the 
Revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  tiie 

commencement  of  the  half-year  ending 
on  the  30th  September,  1903,  &c.  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  7.] 

EAST  INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN 
ENGLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  all 
Loans  raised  in  England,  chargeable  on 
the  Revenues  fA  India,  outstanding  at 
the  commencement  of  the  half-year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  September,  1903  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  8.] 

UNIVERSITIES     OF     OXFORD  AND 
CAMBRIDGE  ACI,  1877  (CAMBRIDGE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statutes  made 
by  the  Governing  Body  of  Oonville  and 
Caius  College,  Cambridge,  on  16th  March, 
1903,  in  substitution  for  the  existing 
Statutes  of  the  College  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  9.] 

UNIVERSITIES     OF     OXFORD  AND 
CAMBRIDGE  ACT,  1877  (CAMBRIDGE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statutes  made  by 
the  Governing  Body  of  Magdalene 
College,  Cambridge,  on  22nd  June,  1903, 
in  substitution  for  Statute  XXV.  of  the 
Statutes  of  the  College  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to 
[No.  10.]  '^'^"'^^ 
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UNIVERSITIES     OF     OXFORD  AND 
CAMBRIDGE  ACT,  1877  (OXFORD). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statute  made  by 
the  Governing  Body  of  New  College, 
Oxford,  on  17th  June,  1903,  amendii^ 
oertftin  clauses  of  Statute  III.  of  the 
Statutes  of  the  College  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  11.] 

UNIVERSITIES     OF     OXFORD  AND 
CAMBRIDGE  ACT,  1877  (OXFORD). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statute  made  by 
the  Governing   Body   of    St.  John's 
College,  Oxford,  on  15th  May,  1903,  i 
amending  Statute  XV.,  I,  of  the  Statutes  j 
of  the  College  [by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  12.]  ' 

UNIVERSITIES     OF     OXFORD      AND  I 
CAMBRIDGE  ACT,  1877  (OXFORD). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statute  made  by  the 
Governing  Body  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford, 
on  24th  April,  1903,  amending  Statute 
IV.,  7,  of  the  Statutes  of  the  College  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  13.] 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copies  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  29th  January,  1904, 
providing  for  the  re-measurement  for 
tonnage  of  French  and  Spani^  vessels 
in  Britidi  ports  [by  Act];  to  lie  up<m 
the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1804. 

Copy  of  Order  in  Council  of  the  9th 
October,  1903,  applying  the  provisions 
of  Sections  2  and  3  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1894,  in  the  case  of 
deserters  from  Japanese  vessels  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copies  presented,  of  Orders  in  Council 
of  the  16^  November,  1903,  confirming 
bye-laws  made  by  the  Pilot^e  Authority 
for  the  Ports  of  Gloucester  and  Burnt- 
island [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INTERNATIONAL  COPYRIGHT  ACTS, 
1844  TO  1886. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
of  9th  October,  1903,  giving  effect  to 
the  accession  of    Dmmark    to  the 


International  Clopyright  Convention  of 
9th  September,  1886.  and  Additional  Act 
of  Paris,  1897  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  th» 
Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 
Order  in  Council  under  the  Act  (The 
Zanzibar  Order  in  Council,  1903)  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  INDIA  ACT,  1868. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of 
Sth  December,  1903,  approving  a  state- 
ment of  proposed  new  and  revised 
appointments  and  alterations  of  salaries 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  in  Council  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ACTS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of 
9th  October,  1903,  sanctioning  certain 
pensions  now  granted  from  the  Funds  of 
.  Greenwich  Hospital  being  supplemented 
from  Naval  funds  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  npon 
I  the  Table. 

I    WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ACT,  i87a 

I    Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
I  of  19tii  October,  1903,  approving  a  new 
I  denomination  of  Stands^  Weight  of 
Fifty  Pounds,  or  "Half-Cental"  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889 
(ORDINANCE). 

Oapf  presented,  of  University  Court 
Ordinance  No.  IX.  (Edinburgh,  No.  S> 
Regulations  for  the  Degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Law  (B.L.)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  14.] 

UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH. 

Copy  presented,  of    Report  on  the 
state  of  the  Finances  of  the  University, 
I  made  by  the  University  Court,  for  tiie 
i  year  Slst  August,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to   be  printed. 
I  [No.  15.] 

UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH. 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Statistical 
Report  by  the  University  Court  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  for  the  year 
1902-3  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tftblcb 
and  to  be  printed.   [Noo,  16J  i 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW. 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Statistical 
Report  by  the  University  Court  of  the 
University  of  Glasgow  for  1902-3  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printea.  [No.  17.] 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT.  IMS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  under  Section 
109  of  the  Act  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PRISONS  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Bule  made  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  appointing  the 
Police  OeUa  at  Kirkcaldy  to  be  a  legal 
Prison  for  the  detention  of  untried 
prisoners  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
fourteen  days  before  or  during  trial,  and 
oi  convicted  prisoners  for  a  period  not 
«zceeding  seven  days  from  the  date  of 
cmviction  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  18.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
'Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3116  and  3117  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

UNITED  STATES  (No.  2,  1904). 
Copy  presented,  of  Map  to  accompany 
Correspondence   respecting  the  Alaska 
Boundary  (United  States,  No.  1,  1904) 
{by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

'  1.  Lunacy. — Copy  of  Report  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits 
made,  the  number  of  patients  seen,  and 
the  number  of  miles  teavelled  by  the 
Visitors  of  Lunatics  between  1st  April, 
1903,  and  30th  September,  1903  [by  Act]. 

2.  Lunacy. — Copy  of  Return  of  all 
sums  received  by  the  Visitors  of  Lunatics 
for  travelling  expenses,  or  upon  any 
other  accoant,  from  1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1903  [by  Act]. 

3.  Supreme  Court  (Rules).— Copy  of 
Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  dated  15th 
January  1904  [by  Act]. 

4.  County  Court  (Rules).— Copy  of 
County  Court  Rules,  1903  [by  Act], 

t  5.  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board.— 
Copy  of  Accounts^of  the  Mersey  Docks 


and  Harbour  Board  for  the  year  ending 
Ist  July,  1903  [by  Act]. 

6.  Public  Records  (Disposal  of  Docu- 
ments).— Copy  of  Additional  Rule  under 
the  Public  Record  Office  Acts,  1877  and 
1898,  for  the  disposal  of  certain  Docu- 
ments [by  Act]. 

7.  Public  Records  (Colonial  Office).— 
Copy  of  Schedule  containing  a  List 
and  Particulars  of  Classes  of  Documents 
existing  or  accruing  in  the  Office  of  His 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Ck}loiiial  Department,  which  are 
not  considered  of  sufficient  public  value 
to  justify  their  preservation  in  the 
Public  Record  Office  [by  Act]. 


KING'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  SpBAKBB  reported  His  Majesty's 
Speech,  and  read  it  to  the  House.  {See 
page  1). 

KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION    FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

•Mr.  HARDY  (Kent,  Ashford):  In 
rising  to  undertake  the  responsibility 
that  falls  on  me  to-day,  I  will  not 
ask  for  that  indulgence  which  has 
so  often  been  asked  by  Members  stand- 
ing in  a  similar  position,  because  during 
the  twelve  years  I  have  sat  in  this 
House  I  have  never  received  anything 
but  courtesy  and  kindness  from  all  sides. 
But,  as  in  this  year  of  climatic  disturb- 
ance we  have  often  found  moments  of 
calm  and  quiet,  so  after  the  tempestuous 
controversies  of  the  recess  it  may  be 
hoped  that  in  this  House  my  hon. 
friend  and  myself  may  enjoy  a  few 
moments  of  quiet  sympathy.  The 
Speech  from  the  Throne  itself  leads 
us  to  a  somewhat  similar  feeling,  be- 
cause in  its  opening  pari^aph  it 
breathes  of  peace  and  goodwill.  Used 
as  we  bave  been,  alas,  on  many  occasions 
in  recent  years,  in  the  Gracious  Speech 
from  t^e  Throne  to  references  to  wats 
and  to  the  consequences  of  war,  we 
must  now  feel  a  great  sense  of  satis- 
faction when  we  find  paragraph  after  pua- 
graph  pointing  out  other  ways  of  settling 
international  difficulties.  It  suggests  a 
hopeful  augury  for  a  future  when  peace- 
ful arbitration  will  take  the  place  of  the 
dread  arbitrament  of  war.  In  this  I 
think  a  right  note  has  been  atruck  in  the 
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first  paragraph,  which  alludes  to  our 
relations  with  our  neighbour  the  great 
country  of  France.  That  personal  note 
is  raised  by  the  allusion  to  the  King's 
recent  visit  to  that  country,  and  I  must 
say  that  when  we  look  at  this  and  other 
paragraphs  one  cannot  doubt  that  we 
owe  mnch  in  titis  regard  to  the  tact, 
bonhomie,  and  diplomatic  powers  o!  His 
Majesty  himself.  There  is  reference  also 
to  another  exchange  of  international 
courtesies.  We  have  been  accustomed 
to  visits  between  the  heads  of  great 
States,  but  for  the  first  time  tliere 
has  been  an  interchange  of  visits 
between  the  legislatures  of  the  two 
countries,  thereby  helping  to  cement 
a  friendship  which  I  trust  may  continue. 
We  heartily  welcomed  those  who  came 
to  us  as  guests  from  France,  and  we  in 
our  turn  were  welcomed  with  equal 
warmth.  We  may  trust  that  the  people  of 
the  two  great  countries  so  contiguous  to 
each  other  may  long  remain  on  terms  of 
amity  and  of  friendship.  We  have  to 
remember  that  if  we  seek  these  new 
ways  of  deciding  international  disputes, 
there  must  always  be  those  who  get 
their  way  and  those  who  are  unsuccess- 
ful. In  the  next  paragraph  we  find  an 
allusion  to  that  tribunal  which  has  been 
dealing  with  questions  of  great  difficulty 
and  delicacy  which  had  arisen  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States.  While 
we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  at 
last  these  ancient  controversies  have 
been  put  an  end  to,  we  have  to 
remember  that  the  adverse  decision 
tried  peculiarly  our  kinsmen  across  the 
sea,  and  we  capnot  withhold  our  ad- 
miration of  the  Canadian  people  for  the 
calmness  and  good  sense  with  which 
they  received  a  decision  which  was 
nndoubtedly  unpalatable  to  them. 

I  pass  on  to  the  next  paragraph  deal- 
ing with  affairs  in  the  Far  East.  We  all 
know  that  the  fear  of  war  is  brooding 
over  a  vast  area  of  country.  We  our- 
selves have  in  late  years  had  bitter 
experience  of  the  sacrifices  of  life  and 
treasure  involved  in  war.  But  that  ex- 
perience was  only  in  connection  with 
a  land  war,  and  we  do  not  know  what 
would  be  the  result  of  a  war  by  sea  as 
well  as  by  land,  fought  between  tlie 
ancient  Empire  of  Russia  and  the  newer 
Empire  of  Japan,   I  think  we  may  feel 
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satisfied,  however,  that  the  Government 
— with  its  own  experience  of  what  war 
means — will  do  their  utmost  to  maintain 
peace.  Our  interests  in  those  distant 
countries  are  very  great,  and  deplorable 
wouldfoet^eefiectofwarupontiiem— Gom- 
mercially,  politically,  and  in  every  oAier 
way.  Whatever  the  issue  erf  the  war  might 
be.  we  cannot  bat  {eel  that  any  alteration 
in  the  balance  of  power  in  that  part 
might  lead  to  results  which  might  be  far 
more  deplorable  than  even  any  attack 
on  our  trade  would  be.  At  all  events, 
as  long  as  there  is  peace  there  is  hope, 
and  trusting  in  the  good  sense  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  our  ^lies,  the 
Japanese,  we  may  stall  hope  for  a  peaoefnt 
outcome  of  the  negotiaticms. 

I  now  pass  from  foreign  matters 
to  those  which  affect  our  colonies.  I 
think  it  must  be  a  matter  of  great  satis- 
faction to  us  that  the  Commonwealth 
of  Australia  and  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand,  following  up  what  occurred 
at  the  Colonial  Conference  in  1902, 
hSve  now  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  take  up  their  responsibilities^ 
to  some  extent,  in  connection  with 
Imperial  defence,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  note  that  the  acceptance  of  responsi- 
bility on  their  part  is  at  the  same  time 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  necessity  of 
unity  of  policy  in  this  connection  rather 
thana  mere  selfish  interest.  They  are  wil- 
ling tocon  tribute  towardslmperial  defence 
in  an  Imperial  manner,  I  think,  too,  ve 
:  may  feel  very  glad  that  the  Legislature 
of  New  Zealand,  following  the  example 
of  Canada  and  of  South  Afarica,  has  given 
sanction  to  a  tariff  which  gives  preference 
to  the  produce  of  the  Mother  Country 
in  the  markets  of  New  Zealand, 
and  I  hope  that  this  example  may  ba 
followed  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire. 
With  regard  to  the  mission  to- 
Thibet,  the  Papers  which  are  to  be  lud 
shoitly  before  the  House  will,  of  course, 
explaiu  its  objects,  and  here  again 
it  must  be  a  matter  for  satisfactioii 
that  it  is  a  political  mission,  undertaken 
by  the  concurrence  of  the  Suzerain 
Power,  to  enforce  treaty  obligations,  and 
that  it  is  in  no  sense  i^greasive  or  caused, 
by  any  desire  to  push  forward  the  limits: 
of  the  Empire.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  peaeefull 
mission  for  the  promotion  of  our  interesifc 
and  we  hope  that  Uke  many  which  have 
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gone  before  it  may  xemove  difficulties 
which  have  been  a  constant  sooroe  of 
friotitHi  on  our  borders. 

Next  I  come  to  the  Estimates.  The  para- 
graph as  tothese  has  been  framed  in  a  rather 
different  form  as  compared  with  previous 
Speeches.  Undoubtedly  economy  must  be 
the  ideal  which  we  put  forwaid  in  conoec- 
tion  with  our  financial  responsibility. 
Then  can  be  no  shirking  of  die  burdens 
vluch  faSi  Jxpoa  us  in  consequence  of  the 
necessity  for  defending  this  Empire, 
but  I  am  sure,  judging  from  the  criticisms 
which  have  been  delivered,  that  the 
national  interests  are  closely  connected 
with  the  question  of  defence,  and  we 
must  be  prepared  to  meet  a  very  con- 
siderable expenditure  in  coon^stion  with 
001  two  great  defensive  forces.  Only 
latety  the  Government  had  to  purchase 
two  battleships,  the  acquiring  of  which 
by  other  nations  would  have  entailed 
very  great  expenditure  on  ourselves 
in  order  that  we  might  maintain  that 
standard  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  secure  our  supremacy  on  the  seas. 
We  have  obtained  those  vessels,  and  I 
do  not  doubt  the  House  will  acknow- 
ledge aa  a  patriotic  duty  that  they  must 
be  paid  for.  In  reference  to  the  Navy 
there  is  one  critic  whom  we  shall  very 
much  miss — one  whose  frank  presence, 
nigged  eloquence,  and  transparent  single* 
mindedneas  always  made  his  contribu- 
tions to  OUT  naval  debates  most  welcome. 
We  shall  always  miss  such  critics, 
because  we  know  that  their  criticisms 
are  levelled  against  what  they  believe 
to  be  actual  defects  by  which  the 
supremacy  of  the  Navy  is  impaired. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
dwell  to-day  upon  the  other  side  of  our 
defences.  It  was  only  yesterday  the 
country  bad  the  advantage  of  learning 
the  opinion  of  experts  on  &e  question  of 
War  Office  reform,  but  it  undoubtedly 
pwnts  to  the  fact  that  great  expenditure 
must  be  incurred,  though  we  may  also 
hope  that  in  future  the  return  will  be  a 
little  more  worth  the  money.  One  para- 
graph in  the  Report  of  the  War  Office 
I^onstruction  Committee  seems  very 
appropriate  to  the  occasion.  They 
say— 

"The  experience  of  the  Soath  Africa^ 
campaign  baa  clearly  nbown  that  the  system  of 
adminiftrattoa  preTuling  was  not  adapted  to 


the  requiiements  of  war,  and  an  examination 

of  the  methods  and  r^ntations  of  the  War 
Office  strengthena  the  Impressions  that  the 
real  object  for  which  this  Department  exists — 
the  preparation  of  the  milit-trj  forces  of  the 
Crown  for  war — has  not  been  attained." 

If  we  have  not  attained  that  object,  I 
am  sure  the  House,  backed  up  by  the 
country,  will  insist  on  it  now  being 
attained. 

In  the  later  paragraphs  of  His 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech ,  there  is 
promised  legislation  of  a  social  character,, 
dealing  with  matters  which  have  been 
thoroughly  inquired  into  by  Committees 
and  Commissions  in  the  past  few  years* 
and  I  hope  that  those  matters  will 
receive  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
House.  During  the  last  two  or  three 
years  we  have  passed  measures  dealing 
with  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  one  char- 
acteristic of  those  Bills  was  that  they 
were  debated  with  good  temper  and  a 
serious  desire  to  remedy  actual  defects  in 
the  law  without  any  unnecessary  opposi- 
tion or  obstruction.  May  I  appeal  to  the 
House  that  in  further  ameni^ng  the  law 
we  should  approach  the  matter  in  the 
same  spirit  and  with  the  same  desire  to 
remove  defects  and  so  bring  about  real 
temperance  reform  ?  We  cannot  expect 
such  a  matter  to  be  nncontroversial,  and 
when  we  attempt  to  deal  with  such 
questions  as  the  permanency  of  licences, 
compensation,  the  restriction  of  the 
number  of  licences,  and  the  discretion  of 
the  licensing  authority,  we  are  certainly 
in  rather  deep  water.  But  is  it  not 
oui  business  to  find  some  solution 
of  a  question  which,  even  in  the  ofunion 
of  those  who  have  been  moat  devoted  to 
temperance  reform,  is  a  very  real  diffi- 
culty and  a  stumbling  block  in  their  patht 
I  need  not  use  my  own  words,  as  fortu- 
nately I  can  refer  to  words  written  by  an 
expert  inthis  matter  which  are  better  than 
any  I  could  use.  In  a  recent  pamphlet 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Spen  Valley 
Division  of  Yorkshire  uses  these  words — 

' '  The  neceosity  for  abolishing  and  the  right  to 
aliotisti  licences  in  the  publio  interest  is  fully 
admitted,  but  the  difBoulty  and  hardship  which 
are  involved  in  ralectinc  the  indiridnMS  npon 
whom  the  loss  shall  fall  in  felt  to  be  so  great 
that  it  blocks  the  way  both  to  the  efficient  ad- 
ministration of  the  present  law  and  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  reftmns  that  soroe  of  us  earnestly 
desire.  ^  i 
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He  goes  on  to  say — 

"  Some  of  oar  friends  have  been  bo  long  and, 
to  a  large  extent,  so  exclusiTely  engaged  in 
ctmflict  with  the  liquor  traffic  that  tb^  have 
come  to  act  and  talk  as  though  they  and  the 
liquor  people  wero  the  only  parties  to  be 
oooBulted.  11)  ey  almost  entirely  overlook  and 
ignore  that  great  middle  element  in  the  com- 
munity which  is  not  identified  with  either  the 
temperance  or  the  liquor  party,  but  which  is 
the  majority  of  the  nation  and  is  the  element  in 
our  midst  with  whom  the  ulUmate  deciBi<m 
will  really  rest." 

It  16  to  that  middle  element  we  have  to 
appeal,  for  if  it  is  difficult  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  take  apoD  itself  the  duty  of  decid- 
ing between  ficensees,  it  is  also  a  some- 
what arduous  duty  to  throw  upon  the 
licensiag  authorities.  Since  ihe  ojuestioii 
of  compensation  was  last  fnlly  ducossed 
in  this  House,  there  has  been  a  growing 
feeling  on  every  aide  that  some  fonn  of 
compensation  must  be  devised  if  ever 
you  are  to  have  a  settlement  of  this 
difficult  problem.  Surely,  then,  we  ought 
to  approach  it  this  year  with  a  desire  to 
find  a  solution.  The  Boyal  Commission, 
both  in  its  Majority  and  its  Minority 
Report,  decided  on  compensation,  eitiier 
in  value  from  public  funds  or  from  the 
trade,  or  by  a  time  limit.  Last  year,  by 
a  majority  of  two  to  one,  this  House 
decided  in  favour  of  compensation,  and 
during  the  receut  recess  a  great  temper- 
ance manifesto  has  been  sent  out,  appeal- 
ing to  the  common-sense  of  middle  class 
opinion,  in  which  it  is  said  that  some  form 
of  compensation  is  necessary.  Public 
opinion  being  thus  formed,  I  trust  we 
shall  approach  the  question  with  a 
desire  to  remedy  the  immediate  griev- 
ance caused  by  the  action  of  certain 
licensing  authorities  in  the  country,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  devise  some  means  by 
which  licences  may  be  restricted  without 
doing  injustice  to  individuals,  so  that 
eventually  we  may  aj^uroach  a  settle- 
ment of  tiie  question  which  hinders  all 
true  temperance  reform. 

As  a  oonuty  Member  I  must  say  a 
word  as  to  the  Bill  for  dealing  with  the 
valuation  authorities.  Long  as  we  have 
been  promised  the  reform  of  local  taxa- 
tion, certain  as  it  is  that  that  reform  is 
AS  necessary  as  ever  it  was,  there  is  one 
step  which  must  be  taken  before  we  go 
into  that  matter ;  we  do  require  a  strong 
valuation  authority,  and  we  want  one 
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basis  of  valuation  in  connecticMi  widi 
rating.  Therefore  I  welcome  the  inten* 
tion  of  the  Government  to  deal  with  the 
matter ;  first,  because  it  b  a  crying  griev- 
ance in  itself,  and  secondly,  because  I 
trust  it  will  lead  to  that  ftutber  reform 
of  local  taxation  which  is  one  of  the 
most  important  subjects  of  legislation. 
We  in  agricultural  parts  have  received  a 
certain  fwm  of  relief,  but  it  has  been 
only  of  a  temporary  character,  and  whoi 
the  time  comes  for  a  thorough  revidoD 
of  the  matter  the  agricultural  interest 
will  again  have  to  ask  from  the  hands  of 
Parliament  consideration  of  their  ^>ecial 
grievances — grievances  which  still  bear 
heavily  upon  them,  and  which  always 
come  more  and  nune  into  evidence  as  tiie 
burden  of  local  taxation  increases. 

There  is  one  other  matter,  and  that  is 
the  announcement  that  a  Bill  is  to  be 
broim;ht  forward  to  remove  a  somewhat 
curious  anomaly  which  exists  in  the 

recollection  of  Members  on  the  acceptance 
of  office.  This  is  a  self-denying  ordin- 
ance, inasmuch  it  will  not  apply  to  the 
present  Parliament.  Doubtless  there 
will  be  found  some  persons  on  the  other 
side  who  love  bye-elections  so  much  that 
they  will  object  to  forego  the  chance  of 
having  one ;  but  surely  if  the  matter  ia 
looked  into  it  will  be  seen  that  this  is 
a  case  for  reform.  Is  it  not  somewhat 
ludicrous  that  in  the  reconstruction  of  a 
Ministry  the  buttle  should  fall  uot  on 
the  leading  Ministers,  because  they 
change  from  one  office  to  another  with- 
out tiie  necessity  of  seeking  re-election, 
but  with  the  youngest  members  of  tiie 
Ministry  who,  perhaps,  have  not  held 
office  before  ?  In  other  cases  just  when 
Ministers  ought  to  be  devoting  themselves 
to  the  details  of  their  work  they  are 
thrown  by  this  necessity  into  the  midst 
of  an  election.  Then  there  is  the 
further  fact  that  the  requirements  of 
re-election  must  at  times  influence  the 
decision  of  the  Prime  Minister  in 
selecting  the  best  men  he  can  find  to 
direct  the  affairs  of  the  country. 
The  whole  thing  is  anomalous  and  obso- 
lete, and  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
Oovernment  have  announced  their  inten- 
tion of  dealing  with  it  at  an  early  date. 
There  is  one  thing  which  I  do  not  notice 
in  the  Gracioi^^gg^^j^i^g^h  I  am 
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pasonally  interested,  having  been  con- 
nected with  the  Committee  which  sat  on 
the  Bill — I  mean  the  Fort  of  Iiondon 
Bill.   Although  not  mentioned  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  I  may  remind  the 
HouBe  that  the  Bill  still  exists,  and  will 
come  before  ub  again  this  year.   I  do 
trust  that  another  session  may  not  be 
allowed  to  elapse  before  we  deal  with 
soch  an  important  matter  as  the  port  of 
the  greatest  city  in  tiie  world,  a  measore 
whidi  is  necessa^  in  order  that  we  may 
regain  our  commercial  supremacy.  With 
regard  to  the  last  words  of  the  Address 
in  which  His  Majesty  asks  for  guidance 
from  on  High,  I  cannot  disguise  from 
myself  the  fact  that  there  are  subjects 
which  are  not  included  in  His  Majesty's 
<^aciou8  Speech,  which  have  undoubtedly 
created  much  oratrorersj  in  the  country 
and  amongst  Members  of  this  House. 
I  cannot  look  around  these  Benches  with- 
out noting  this  fact.    Although  these 
words  of  His  Oracious  Majesty  may  ap- 
pear to  be  purely  formal,  yet  I  feel  that 
there  can  be  no  occasion  more  than  the 
present  when  this  House  should  more 
-desire  some  guidance  in  its  great  debate 
some  higher  sanction  in  ord^  that  we  may 
still  maintain*  before  the  face  of  the 
world  an  acknowledgment  as  the  oldest 
legislative  assembly  in  the  world,  that  we 
can  still  carry  on  our  debates  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  a  great  Empire,  giving  to  each 
other  that  credit  for  substantial  common- 
aense  which  has  been  the  characteristic  of 
001  people.    I  do  trust,  whatever  may 
be  the  issue  of  this  controversy,  that  this 
House  may  still  deserve  to  rank  amongst 
the  greatest  deliberative  assemblies  in 
the  world.   I  beg  to  move. 

♦Mr.  PLUMMER  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
I  rise  to  second  the  Motion  which 
has  jnst  been  so  fittingly  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ashford 
Divinon,  and  if  in  so  doing,  I,  like  him, 
do  not  commence  with  the  customary 
appeal  for  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
it  is  not  because  I  do  not  fully  recog- 
nise my  need  for  such  indulgence,  but 
wmply  because  whatever  else  my  expe- 
rience here  may  have  failed  to  teach  me, 
it  has  at  any  rate  taught  me  that,  to  those 
who  endeavour  to  secure  the  goodwill  of 
their  colleagues,  the  House  will  always 
prove  to  be  that  friend  in  need  who  is, 
after  all,  the  friend  indeed.    One  is  glad. 


moreover,  to  remember  the  sympathy 
which  is  extended  on  these  occa- 
sions to  those  called  up<m  to  perform 
a  duty  which  has  been  described  by  the 
Prime  Minister — whose  absence,  I  am 
sure,  the  whole  House  regrets — as  one  of 
the  most  difficult  and  delicate  duties 
which  a  Member  of  this  House  can  be 
called  upon  to  perform.  It  is,  I  venture 
to  say,  all  the  more  difficult  because  we 
are  assumed  to  have  special  private 
and  privileged  information  on  Uie  one 
hand,  while  on  the  other  hand  we  are 
"  cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined  "  by  those 
twin  tyrants  of  custom  and  precedent, 
which  always  enter  so  largely  into  the 
debates  of  this  House,  and  which  particu- 
larly govern  the  debate  on  this  Motion, 
which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  second. 

One  of  the  rales  orduned  by  custom 
upon  this  occasion  is  a  rule  which,  I 
think,  will  meet  with  general  approval, 
and  it  is  that  the  mover  and  the  seconder 
of  the  debate  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
divide  the  subjects  mentioned  in  His 
Majesty's  Speech,  and  that  the  seconder 
should  refrain  aguin,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, from  dealing  with  those  matters 
which  have  been  dealt  with  by 
the  mover.  I  shall,  therefore,  leave 
comparatively  untouched  those  sub- 
jects which  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Ashford  Division  has  dealt  with,  and  I 
will  pass  to  other  subjects,  some  equal 
importance,  and  some,  possibly,  of  greater 
importance.  What  are  sometimes  called 
the  foreign  relations  of  this  country  must 
ever  be  of  great  importance  to  Parliamoit 
and  particularly  to  the  House  of  Commons 
as  being  that  body  upon  which  constitu- 
tionally rests  the  responsibility  of  voting 
those  supplies  which  are  inevitably 
required  in  the  event  of  any  unfortunate 
interruption  of  those  foreign  relations. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  House  and  the 
country  that  His  Majesty  is  able  to 
assure  us  of  our  peaceful  relations  with 
foreign  Powers.  Like  the  mover  of  this 
Motion,  I  agree  that  this  result  is  greatly 
due  to  those  State  visits  which  His 
Majesty  has  already  paid,  and  proposes 
to  continue,  to  the  Capitals  of  Europe,  as 
— may  we  not  say  it  in  a  special 
sense — the  Great  Ambassador  of  the 
Nation.  The  desire  to  maintain  those 
peaceful  relations  is  shown  in  the 
numerous  reference^  J^^^^^^j^ 
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arbitration    and    arbitration  treaties. 
With  regard  to  these   I  would  only 
make  one  remark  —  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Ashford  Division  having  already 
dealt  witii  it — and  that  is  that  it  is  an 
old  saying,  the  truth  o{  which  ought 
never  to  be  overloc^ed,  that  '*  Peace  hath 
her  victorieano  less  renowned  than  war," 
and  whilst  to  gain  a  victory  in  a  war 
which  has  broken  out  is  no  doubt  a 
great  thing,  to  be  able  honourably  and 
consistently  and  in  accordance  with  our 
obligations    to   the  Empire    to  pre- 
vent  a  war  from  breaking  out  is 
undoubtedly  a  greater.  Unfortunately 
arbitration    is    not    always  possible, 
and  when,   as  in  the   case  of  Soma- 
liland,   it  has    been  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  force,  it  is  particularly  de- 
sirable that  the  auppoit  of  this  House 
should  go  out  to  those  who  are  fighting 
amid  great  difficulties  of  climate  and 
transport  a  half  civilised  foe  numerically 
superior  to  us.   I  am  sure  the  sym- 
pathies of  this  House  will  go  out  in  no 
less  a  degree  to  the  relatives  of  those 
who  have  fallen  in  the  recent  successful 
engagement,  and  particularly  to  a  noble  ' 
Lord  attached  to  the  Party  opposite,  be-  ' 
cause  they  have  bravely  met  their  deaths 
in  one  of  those  little  wars  which  are  inevit- 
able to  this  Empire  rather  than  in  a 
great  and  conspicuous  campaign.  Sir, 
such    a    campaign    is  unfortunately 
looming  largely  in  the  far  East,  and 
I    am    sure  .  the    House   will  regret 
the  strained  relations  which  at  present 
exist  between  two  great  Powers,  and  will 
re-echo  the  hope  expressed  in  the  speech 
that  even  at  the  eleventh  hour  a  peaceful 
solution  may  be  found  for  the  difficulties 
which  now  exist.   If  we  turn  from  the  far 
East  to  the  Near  East  we  find  similar 
cause  for  concern   and  anxiety,  and 
though  for  a  time  that  anxiety  has  been 
allayed  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  even 
the  most  optimistic  observer  of  recent 
events  to  regard   it  as  permanently 
removed.    It  is  difficult  in  view  of  the 
lessons  of  experience  that  have  been 
taught  us  from  that  part  of  tne  world  to 
express  confidence,  but  the  House  will 
observe  with  satisfaction  that  in  con- 
nection with    one    reform  European 
officers,  including  officers  of  the  British 
Army,  are  to  be  employed  to  assist  in 
carrying  it  out,  and  we  must  hope  to 
ensure  its  performance.  , 
Mr.  Plummer. 


Now,  sir,  I  turn  to  a  question  nearer 
home ;  we  find  a  reference  in  His  Majesty's 
Speech  to  the  danger  which  is  threatening 
one  of  the  great  industries  of  this  country* 
namely,  the  cotton  industry^  in  the  im* 
perilled  supply  of  that  raw  material  upoa 
which,  of  course,  depends  not  only  the 
prosperity  of  that  industry,  but  also  the 
welfare  of  a  lai^  population  in  Lanca- 
shire and  elsewhere,  which  is  in  turn 
dependent  upon  its  continued  prosperity. 
I  believe  the  House  will  welcome 
the  concern  expressed  in  His  Majesty's 
Speech  on  behalf  of  a  great  national 
industry,  and  will  endorse  the  hope 
that  by  the  efforts  now  being  put 
forward  that  industry  may  be  placed  in 
a  less  depeudent  position  upon  other 
countries,  and  that  the  position  which 
it  now  occupies  may  be  considerably  re- 
lieved. Sir,  a  self -contained  and  self -sus- 
tained Empire  may  be  but  an  idle  dream 
or  a  viuonary  ideal,  but  at  least  it  is  a 
worthy  ideal,  and  though  it  may  prove 
difficult  and  slow  of  accomplishment  that 
is  no  reason  why  this  country  should  rest 
content  with  a  greater  dependency  upon 
other  countries  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary either  in  this  matter  of  the  cotton 
industry  or  in  other  matters. 

With  r^ard  to  the  defences  of  the 
country  the  House,  I  am  sure,  will  wel- 
come any  economy  that  can  be  effected^ 
provided  that  it  is  effected  otherwise 
than  at  the  expense  of  efficiency,  whilst 
in  connection  with  what  has  been 
described  as  the  general  problem  of  Army 
and  War  Office  reform,  I  venture  to 
express  the  hope  and  belief  that  the 
Volunteer  Forces  will  receive  that  greata 
support  which  I  am  persuaded  is  the 
wish  of  the  country  generally. 

With  regard  to  the  promised  legislation 
for  the  session,  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Ashford  Division  has  largely  dealt  with  it, 
but  be  has  not  referred  to  one  measure, 
which  I  am  suretheHouse  and  the  countiy 
considers  has  been  delayed  too  long — I 
j  mean  the  question  of  alien  immigration. 
I  However  diverse  may  be  our  views — 
I  and  we  all  know  they  are  very  diverse 
!  upon  that  question  which,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  English  language,  has  come 
to  be  described  by  the  classic  phrase  of 
;  "  dumping  "—I  am  quite  sure  none  can 
be  found  to  contend  in  favour  of  the  coff^^ 
tinued  "dumping"  on  our  shores  of  pauper 
I  and  criminal  aliens  at  the  expense  of  the 
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coantry  generally,  and  too  often  at  the 
expense  of  a  large  number  of  onr  fellow- 
coontrymen  in  our  great  cities,  who  find 
it  difficult  enough  to  secure  employment 
in  some  tA  the  trades  effected,  at  reason- 
able rates  of  lemanezaticm  and  under 
leaatmable  conditions  of  labour. 

The  other  measures  referred  to  in  the 
Address  which  my  colleague  has  not 
dealt  with  are  those  relating  to  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  the  Hours 
of  Employment  in  Shops,  and  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  all  of  which  indicate  that 
what  is  sometimes  called  social  legisla- 
tion is  to  have  its  due  share  of  the 
time  of  the  House  and  that  Home  ques- 
tions will  not  be  overlooked  amid  many 
pressing  Imperial  problems.  Sir,  I  have 
used  the  phrase  "Imperial  problems,'* 
but  I  will  content  myself  to-day  by 
adopting  the  words  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Mowbray,  who  by  his  many  years  valued 
service  in  this  House  was  well  entitled  to 
express  the  opinion  that — 

"The  spirit  which  animates  the  House  of 
Commons  as  a  body  is  mach  the  same  as 
it  ever  has  been,  namely,  a  patriotic  spirit  con- 
naaoA  of  the  great  traditions  which  it  inherits 
and  anxious  to  work  for  the  good  of  the 
Empire." 

Sir, the  Government  have  no  doubt  been 
the  subject  of  much  criticism,  but  that  is 
tiie  fate  of  all  Governments,  and,  indeed, 
of  all  responsible  and  not  a  few  irres- 
ponsible bodies.  It  is  an  old  saying  that 
a  man  must  serve  his  time  to  every 
trade,  save  censure,  critics  all  are  ready 
made;  whilst  Lord  Beaconsfield,  who  for 
many  years  was  so  conspicuous  a  figure 
in  this  House,  used  to  declare  that  it  was 
always  much  easier  to  be  critical  than 
to  be  correct. 

Kow  it  only  remains  for  me  to  thank 
the  House,  and  I  do  so  most  sincerely,  for 
the  patience  and  attention  with  which 
they  have  listened  to  what  I  hope  have 
not  been  unworthy  remarks,  and  in  con- 
closion,  may  I  add,  that  in  my  humble 
judgment  it  is  well  that  we  diould  be 
reminded — lest  ve  fo^t — well  that  we 
should  be  reminded  as  we  are  reminded 
in  His  Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  that  our  deliberations  here 
ought  to  be  carried  on  with  a  conscious 
sense  of  our  obligations  to  Him  who 
after  all  is  the  source  of  all  authority  and 
powa,  and  by  whom  aloae  Kings  reign 
and  Princes  denee  justice. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth — 

"  Mo^  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Ejngdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Tour 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  "—(Mr.  Hardy). 

*  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERBIAIt 
(Stirling,  Burghs) :  Sir,  the  first  thing: 
that  I  will  say  to  the  House,  with 
the  certainty  of  having  with  me- 
lts full  concurrence  and  sympathy,  is  to> 
give  some  expression  to  the  sincere- 
regret  with  which  we  note  the  absence 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  above  all  our 
regret  on  account  of  the  cause  of  that' 
absence.  We  all  trust  that  the  cause  of 
his  absence  will  soon  disappear,  but  I 
think  it  is  peculiarly  to  be  regretted  on 
this  particularly  occasion  because  I 
for  one  shall  find  it  to  be  my  clear 
and  urgent  duty  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks  to  examine  into  the  position  of 
the  Government  upon  that  great  fiscal 
question  which  so  largely  occupies  the 
attention  of  the  country,  and  to  address- 
to  the  Government  some  very  plain  and 
direct  questions  in  regard  to  it.  We 
should  have  all  preferred  that  we  should 
have  the  answer  to  these  questions 
from  the  Prime  Minister's  own  lips  rather 
than  from  any  other  lips,  but  after  all 
it  is  not  the  Prime  Minister's  policy  ^ 
it  is  the  policy  of  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
Cabinet  Minister  whom  he  has  deputed 
to  represent  him  to-night  will  no  doubt 
be  perfectly  competent  to  give  us  all 
the  information  we  desire. 

I  shall  not  be  contradicted  when  I 
say  that  seldom  has  the  opening  of  a 
session  of  Parliament  excited  such  keen 
interest  as  that  in  which  we  are  now 
taking  part.  The  personal  presence  of 
the  King,  accompanied  by  His  Gracious 
Consort,  is  a  source  of  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction to  all  His  Majesty's  subjects.  It 
enhances  the  dignity  of  the  occasion, 
expressing  it  partly  by  the  imposing; 
ceremony  which  attends  his  presence, 
and  it  also  marks  in  proper  constitu- 
tional   fashion   the    high  importance 
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of  our  duties.   Bat  when  I  apeak  of  the 

interest  attaching  to  our  proceedings  I 
■do  not  refer  to  the  form,  but  to  the 
matter  and  substance  of  those  proceed- 
ings.  How  we  stand  is  this.   In  one  of 
the   most   vital   spheres  of  political 
opinion   and    action,  a  revolutionary 
movement  has    been   instituted  and 
pursued    with    zeal,    insistency,  and 
profusion  during  many  months,  directed 
against  the  accepted  and  established 
fiscal    policy    of    the    country.  In 
fact  we  are  told  that  there  are  two 
policies  of  departure,  and  not  one  only. 
But  while  there   are  some   who  can 
detect  a  difference   between  the  two 
policies,  there  are  others  who  maintain 
that  they  are  in  essence  implicitly 
one  and  the  same,   that   the  one  is 
ancillary  to  the  other,  and  that  they  are 
not  exempt  from  the  ordinary  natural 
law  which  controls  all  terrestrial  things, 
and  according  to  which  the  whole  is 
greater  than  its  parts,  and  the  greater  in- 
oludes  the  lesser.   Be  this  as  it  may, 
what  I  am  concerned  with  is  the  fact 
that  Parliament  has  never  yet  had  an 
opportunity — I  will  not  say  of  discussing 
this  question — we  are  not  nearly  that 
length  yet — but  of  being  informed  as  to 
the  real  nature  and  intention  of  the  two 
schemes,  if  there  are  two.    This  House 
sat  for  three  months  after  the  proposed 
changes  were  broadly  announced,  and 
was  never  given  an   opportunity  of 
discussing   them.    Our  Parliamentary 
information  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  was  confined  to  two  facts — 
that  a  statistical  inquiry  was  to  be  con- 
ducted for  the  benefit  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
that  the  Prime  Minister  had  no  settled 
convictions.    The  lack  of  settled  con- 
victions did  not  appear  to  be  a  very 
good  equipment  for  a  Prime  Minister 
who  was  setting  about  furnishing  a  new 
commercial  system  for  the  greatest  com- 
mercial nation  that  the  world  ever  saw. 
But  there  we  were  left,  and  it  is  only 
now,  at  last,  after  all  this  time  of  delay 
that  we  have  the  means  of  ascertaining 
the  true  position  of  this  momentous 
matter,  and  the  actual  intentions  in 
regard  to  it  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, and  the   whole  country  waits 
with   anxious  curiosity  to  hear  what 
the  Government  have  to  say .  But 
there    are    one    or   two  subordinate 
•causes  of  interest  at  the  present  time 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 


also.  We  have  practically  a  new 
Ministry  in  power.  A  turn  of  the  wrist 
has  been  given,  and  there  has  been  a 
kaleidoscopic  change  on  the  opposite 
benches.  Familiar  faces  are  found  in 
strange  places,  and  strange  faces  in 
familiar  places.  Is  it  a  new  Govern- 
ment ?  I  said  practically  a  new  Govern- 
ment. I  thought  that  was  safe  although 
not  very  definite.  Is  it  a  new  Govern- 
ment with  a  new  policy,  or  is  it  the'old 
Government  with  a  new  policy  ?  The 
old  Government  may  be  on  the  Front 
Bench  more  or  less,  but  the  old  policy  is 
mostly  on  the  Back  Benches.  But  then 
on  the  Back  Benches  also  is  the  leader  of 
the  new  policy,  so  that  I  confess  I  ^ve 
it  up.  The  situation  is  too  bewildering; 
and  the  only  way  to  cure  the  confusion 
is  to  appeal  to  the  common-sense  of  the 
electors  of  the  country. 

This  leads  me  to  another  cause  of 
interest  at  the  present  momrat.  We 
have  seen  that  remarkable  array  new 
Members  who  took  their  seats  to-day. 
The  hand  of  death  has  been  heavy  upon 
this  House,  and  we  miss  the  faces  of 
many  friends  whose  places  have  had  to 
be  filled.   I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought 
out  of  place  if  I  say  that  beyond 
this  House  there  is  a  great  loss  to  note, 
which  the  country  has  had  to  meet,  and 
which  in  all  of  us  who  are  engaged  in 
politics  has  excited  the  most  sincere 
regret.   I  mean  the  removal  from  among 
living  men  of  Lord  Salisbury.   We  on 
this  side  often  differed,  and  differed 
keenly  and  widely,  from  Lord  Salisbury, 
but  we  had  long  learned  to  admire,  not 
only  his  great  intellectual  endowments, 
but  his  high  -  mindedness,  his  devo- 
tion to  duty,  and  the  sound  views, 
let  me  add,  which  he  strove  to  act  upon 
in  his  conduct  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  our  country.    These  losses  among  us 
have  led  to  what  is  often  spoken  of  as 
j  a  general  election  in  miniature,  continu- 
ing and  completing,  with  hudly  any 
break,  the   remarkable  series   of  by- 
,  elections  we  have  bad  during  the  Isist 
two  years.   Where  is  now  the  authority 
j  of  the  Government  opposite  ?     It  is 
I  dispersed  to  the  winds  ;  afHarit  popiUus 
'      dissipati  surU.    From  the   first  we 
,  disputed  your  authority.    I  will  not 
go  back  upon  the  reasons  for  that.  They 
are  known.   We  maintained  from  the 
first  that  the  result^^  the  election  of 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


121     Kin^^s  Speech  (Motion      {2  February  1904}        for  an  Address).  122 


1900  was  a  false  result,  and  the  facts 
that  we  founded  that  opinion  upon 
were  not  the  mere  snarls  of  disappointed 
and  vanquished  combatants.  They  were 
facts   which    now,   in  the  perspec- 
tive   of    three    years,    have  com- 
mended themselveB  to  all  those  who 
look  back  upon  that  time.  And  yet  the 
Government  has  gone  on  very  gallantly 
expending  the  nation's  money;  plung- 
ing the  duty  and  work  of  education  at 
the  instance  of  one  ecclesiastical  body 
—[Cries of  "Oh,  oh!"]— I  do  not  wish 
to  be  contentious,  and  I  withdraw  the 
word  instance,  and  say — for  the  benefit 
of  one  ecclesiastical  body;  plunging,  I 
say,    the    work    of    education  into 
the    cauldron     of    sectarian  strife, 
unsettling   inaay    things  and  settling 
few.  And  now  the  country,  in  election 
after  election,   is   knocking  at  their 
door.     These    are     the    men,  Mr. 
Speaker,  with  this  invalid  authority, 
who  would  now  take  upon  themselves 
to  remould  our  whole  fiscal  policy — 
not  here  a  part  of  it  and  there  a  part  of 
it,  but  to  alter  the   whole  tone  and 
fpirit  and  intention  of  it;  or  who,  if 
they  refrain  from  action,  if  they  have 
not  the  courage  to  make  a  definite  pro- 
posal, are  using  the  influence  which  they 
accidentally,  and,  as  events  are  showing, 
precariously  enjoy,  which  their  precarious 
position  gives  them,  to  further  schemes 
which  they  dare  not  openly  propcae. 
Sir,  at  this  stage,  information  is  what 
we  ask  for ;  and  later,  before  I  sit  down, 
I  shall  recur  to  this  subject,  and  point 
out  in  what  respect  information  is 
required. 

And  this  is  also  true  of  ques- 
tions which  have  arisen  in  many 
qaarters  of  the  world,  in  the  East  of 
Europe,  in  two  parts  of  Africa,  and  in 
two  parts  of  Asia.  In  all  these  my  task 
will  be,  as  it  has  been  often  since  I  have 
held  my  position — mainly  that  of  interro- 
gating and  asking  for  Papers  and  claim- 
ing, on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  putting  forward  its  right,  to  be 
fully  informed.  I  do  not  remember  any 
time  when  such  serious  events  have  been 
occurring  all  over  the  world  with  Parlia- 
ment still  in  the  dark  as  to  their  true 
origin,  and  aa  to  the  part  which  is  being 
played  in  our  name.  Sir,  the  mover  and 
seconder  have — and  I  think  this  will  be 


the  general  opinion — discharged  their 
duty  in  a  manner  which  redounds  to  their 
credit.   They  have  spoken  with  force 
and  ease  and  have  avoided  any  undesir- 
able disclosures  while  rambling  round  a 
great  many  subjects.  That,  after  all,  is 
the  principal  duty  of  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  Address.  On  this  occasion 
that,  I  think,  the  hon.  Members  opposite 
have  fully  accomplished.  [Cries  of  "Oh, 
Oh  "  and  "Order."]   I  do  not  wish  to 
speak  disparagingly  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men mentioned,  but  in  their  praise.  I 
have  known,  in  my  time,  very  indiscreet 
speeches  made  by  hon.  Members  in 
moving   and   seconding  the  Address, 
and    that    certainly    has    not  been 
the  case  on  this  occasion.    Now,  the 
first  part  of  the  Ring's  Speech  we  all 
listened  to  with  unmixed  pleasure  and 
satisfaction.   We  may  all  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
of  arbitration   with  France  and  the 
prospect  of  similar  treaties  with  other- 
countries.   Even  more  important  than 
these  actual  instruments  between  the 
countries  is  the  spirit  of  mutual  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding  which  has 
been  established  with  the  cluef  European 
nations,  the  creation  and  maintenance 
of  which  has  been  largely  the  noble  and 
worthy  work  of  His  Majesty  tiie  King, 
who  has  not  only   served  the  best 
interests  of  his  own  country,  but  has 
also  set  a  good  example  to  us  all,  to 
all  his  subjects;  and  besides  that  has 
earned  our  gratitude  and  the  gratitude 
of  Europe.    The  visits  of  the  President 
of  the  French  Republic  and  of  the  King 
and  Queen  of  Italy — the  latter  visit 
oddly  enoi^h  not  mentioned  in  this 
Address — have  done  much  to  cement 
good  relations ;  and  I  think  it  was  quite 
proper  that  some  allusion   should  be 
made  to  those  civilities  which  have  been 
exchanged  between  the  members  of  the 
Legislative   Chambers    of    Paris  and 
London,and  which  have  given  pleasure  to 
the  Members  themselves  and  gratifica- 
tion to  both  the  peoples. 

There  are  other  quarters  of  the  world 
where  the  outlook  is  not  by  any  means  so 
cheerful.  The  situation  of  affairs  between 
Russia  and  Japan  is  so  critical  that  I  think 
it  wisest  and  most  in  accorduioe  with 
my  duty  to  refrain  from  any  comment 
at  all.   Papers  will,  no  douht^be  laid. 
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and  then  we  shall  know  what  has 
been  done  in  onr  name,  and  also  what 

the  grounds  of  the  dispute  really  and 
actually  are,  of  which  we  have 
no  authentic  knowledge  at  present. 
I  trust  that  they  will  show  that  no 
effort  has  been  spared  in  the  past,  and 
that  the  good  intention  and  good  will 
•of  this  country  is  not  coufin^  to  the 
futuie,  as  the  wording  of  the  Address 
might  almost  seem  to  convey.  Taming 
to  the  deplorable  story  of  Macedonia,  I 
would  recognise  the  benevolent  part 
taken  by  Lord  Lansdowne  in  instituting 
and  supporting  measures  of  jeform  and 
relief  in  that  country.  The  first  scheme 
of  reform  put  forward  early  last  year 
altogether  failed.  The  second  was 
accepted  in  form  by  the  Turks  in  the 
autumn,  but  it  may  be  so  delayed  and 
thwarted  as  to  be  really  ineffective  ;  and 
the  news  we  have  is  far  from  reassuring. 
At  the  present  there  is  universal  suffering 
and  discontent  and  suspicion,  and  the 
general  expectation  is  that  the  insurrec- 
tion will  break  out  ^ain  in  spring.  Sir,  I 
hope  the  Papers  will  show  that  the 
■Government  of  this  country  has  pursued 
a  strong  and  definite  policy,  and  that  they 
always  bear  in  mind  the  peculiar  degree 
of  responsibility  in  which  we  of  this 
country  stand  towards  the  victims  of 
Turkish  misgovemment.  But  even  if  the 
'Government  were  to  be  unmindful  of  that, 
the  country  is  not  unmindful  of  it ;  and 
it  looks  to  the  Government  to  leave 
nothing  undone  for  the  aid  of  this  un- 
happy people. 

Two  military  undertakings  require 
notice.  There  is  the  little  war  in 
Somaliland,  which  has  been  so  unduly 
■costly  in  life,  and  which,  to  the  outward 
view,  does  not  appear  to  be  very 
much  advanced  after  all  from  what 
it  was  at  this  time  last  year,  when  I  was 
asking  the  same  sort  of  question  and 
making  the  same  sort  of  review.  What 
everybody  asks  is  this — "  What  are  we 
doing  there  at  all  ?  What  do  we  want 
and  expect  to  gain  by  interfering  with 
the  interior  of  that  country  when  our 
interest  is  confined  to  a  portion  of 
the  coast  1 "  Shall  we  never  be  able 
to  curb  the  seal — the  patriotic  and 
praiseworthy  zeal — of  the  man  on 
the  spot  ?  And  shall  we  always  con- 
tinue the  evil  habit  we  have  acquired 
of  treating  contemptuously  everyone  who 
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appoaoB  lis,  and  setting  down  every  man 
who  stands  out  i^[ainst  os  as  being 
mad,  and  denouncing  as  Dervishes  all 
who,  after  all,  do  not  like  an  in- 
vasion of  human  imports  into  their  own 
country  ?  The  other  case,  Mr.  Speaker, 
is  that  of  Thibet.  Papers  are  greatly 
called  for  here,  and  until  we  receive 
them,  again  I  say,  we  can  hardly  judge 
of  the  case.  We  are  sending  a  large  force 
in  mid-winter  into  a  country,  perhaps 
the  most  inhospitable  on  the  face  of  the 
earth — a  country  also  which  is  of  all 
least  accessible  from  the  quarter  from 
which  we  apparently  suspect  danger. 
We  hold  that  a  case  which  justifies  such 
action  would  need  to  be  a  strong  one,  but 
in  our  present  ignorance  of  it,  as  I  have 
said,  we  cannot  judge  it. 

Sir,  since  the  House  rose,  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  on  the  War  has  been 
issued,  and  I  think  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  country  gives  the 
highest  credit  to  Lord  Elgin  and  his 
colleagues  for  the  manner  in  which  that 
inquiry  was  conducted.  The  Report 
contains  much  that  is  startling,  and 
much  that  is  instructive,  and  well  de- 
serves the  public  attention  that  has  been 
givert  to  it.  And  now,  yesterday,  we 
were  able  to  read  in  the  papers  the 
recommendations  of  the  small  Committee 
of  eminent  and  capable  men  who  have 
been  inquiring  into  the  oi^anisation  and 
administration  of  the  War  Office.  Well, 
these  recommendations  must  be  quietly 
and  carefully  scrutinised.  There  is 
general  agreement  everywhere  as  to  l^e 
creation  of  an  Army  Board,  or  an  Army 
Council,  to  give  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  the  best  military  advice  in 
the  best  form .  But  as  one  who 
has  long  held  that  view — I  have  tried 
myself,  with  my  own  hand,  the  forming 
of  such  a  council — I  welcome  that  step 
in  advance.  The  principle  is  sound ;  and 
the  precise  form  which  the  council  is  to 
take,  and  the  details  of  its  composition 
and  work,  can  easily  be  adjusted.  But 
one  thing  which  I  should  like  to  say 
and  to  impress  on  the  House  is 
this :  by  far  more  important  than  any 
form  or  system  of  administration  is  the 
maintenance  of  loyalty,  good  feeling, 
and  confidence  between  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  civilians  at  the  War  Office, 
and  the  military  men  at  the  War  Office, 
and    among  ^h^*^^  ^d^ff ef5^gi^asses  I 
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hkve  just  named,  themselves.  That  is 
(be  secret  of  the  whole  position.  I  would 
not  go  BO  far  as  to'  say  that  "  Whate'er 
ia  brat  administered  is  best,**  but  cer- 
tainly the  m«t  important  thing  of  all  is 
that,  whether  yon  have  a  board  or 
council,  or  whatever  you  have,  it  should 
be  such  as  to  encourage  that  spirit  I  have 
mentioned. 

With  regard  to  the  Army  itself  it  is 
difficult  to  know  how  it  stands.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  has  been  so  persistent  and 
aente  a  critic,  has  now  taken  it  in  hand 
to  administer  and  build  up.   Perhaps  he 
may  discover  from  the  inside  real  diffi- 
culties  which   when   he  viewed  the 
matter  from  the  outside  seemed  to  him 
imi^inary.   I  can  only  hope  that  he  may 
succeed  in  combining  all  that  was  good 
in  the  old  system  with  all  the  advan- 
tages he  is  going  to  confer  upon  us  under 
the  new  system.   He  tells  us  that  he 
sees  what  ought  to  be  done — in  which  he 
is  exceptionally  fortunate — but  he  asks 
for  time.    Let  me  assure  him — and  I 
think    I    may  do   so    in   the  name 
of    the    House    and    the    country — 
that  we  shall  not  be  impatient ;  because 
we  know  that  he  deserves  consideration 
from  the  House  of  Commons,  which  fully 
appreciates  his  earnestness  of  purpose 
and  his  assiduity  and  intelligence. 

Now  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  of 
the  most  singular  facts  in  connection  with 
the  Speech — namely,  that  no  reference 
whatever  is  made  in  it  to  South  Africa. 
Is,  then,  that  country  so  quiet,  so  pros- 
peronSjits  people  so  contented,  its  finances 
so  flourishing,  that  there  is  no  occasion 
to  refer  to  it  ?  I  am  afraid  that  the 
truth  gets  through  to  us  with  great  diffi- 
culty ^om  South  Africa  ;  but  we  know 
enough  to  be  aware  that  it  would  be 
almost  true  to  say  that  the  exact  con- 
trary of  all  this  is  the  case.  The  pro- 
mises and  expectations  of  past  years, 
even  of  last  year,  have  been  disappointed. 
But  the  outstanding  question  for  the 
moment,  which  drawfs  all  others,  is  the 
question  of  the  importation  of  Chinese 
labour  into  the  Transvaal.  A  week  or 
two  ago  I  wrote  to  the  Prime  Minister 
to  ask  him  whether  he  did  not  agree 
that  there  should  be  no  definite  or  final 
step  taken  by  the  Government  either  on 
the  spot  or  at  home  in  this  matter  until 
Parliament  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 


sidering the  question.  He  has  not 
favoured  me  with  any  answer  to  my 
letter ;  but  I  saw  the  other  day  that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  stated  in  a  speech 
or  a  letter  that  an  oppcMrtunity  would  be 
given  to  the  House,  and  nothing  would 
be  done  until  that  opportunity  had  been 
used.  Therefore  I  would  now  venture 
to  ask  the  Government,  in  the  first  place, 
that  all  the  Papers  connected  with  this 
subject  should  be  presented  to  us  as 
speedily  as  possible,  including  the  Report 
of  the  Labour  Ck)mrai8sion,  and  the 
ordinance  itself,  and  all  other  documents 
relating  to  the  question ;  and  then, 
when  hon.  Members  have  seen  and  bad 
an  opportunity  of  considering  all  these 
documents,  a  day  should  be  given  for 
the  discussion  of  the  question.  That  is 
the  only  satisfactory  way  in  which  we 
can  deal  with  it,  and  I  think  it  is  a  fair 
and  reasonable  claim  to  make.  In  that 
case  I  would  advise  hon.  friends  of  ray 
own  who  are  anxious  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment or  Amendments  to  the  Address  on 
this  subject  not  to  do  so  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  opportunity  I  have 
spoken  of  should  be  given  us  in  the  future. 
I  will  not  discuss,  therefore,  to-day  the 
question  itself  ;  but  I  will  only  say  this, 
and  dwell  upon  it  for  a  little  time, 
because  I  think  tt  is  an  important  matter 
that  the  House  should  say  clearly — and 
I  believe  it  will  attract  a  large  degree  of 
agreement — that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  ought  not  to  be  committed  to  a, 
line  of  action  which  must  irrevocably 
affect  their  future  without  their  un- 
doubted uid  express  assent.  Now  what 
the  Colonial  Secretary  says  is — 

"  Tho  policy  of  the  Government  is  to  treat 
the  Trannvaal  as  though  it  were  a  self-goveni- 
ing  colony,  unlem  a  distinctly  Imperial 
interest  is  ooncemed." 

Putting  aside  that  question.and  su^pos- 
ing  the  importation  of  indentured  Chinese 
labour  is  not  an  Imperial  question — 
which  is  a  large  asaumption,  if  we  have 
regard  to  the  doctrines  afiecting  trade 
and  labour  which  are  now  in  circulation 
— how  on  earth  is  a  Crown  colony  to  be 
treated  as  a  self-governing  community  1 
I  much  prefer  the  words  of  the  late 
Colonial  Secretary  on  this  point,  be- 
cause he  said  he  had  informed  Lord 
fililner  that — 

"Before  I  assented  to  any  introduction 
of  Asiatic  labour,  whether  Chinea&or  Induinjl 
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» K^cy  '  sanctioned  the  expenditure  of  hiue  uims 
whwh  the  Transvaal,  if  a  idf  -  goTeming  )  „,  „„„„„  ^  «©  «*  i» 

colony,  wonld  apprave."  of  money. 

I    I  turn  to  the  domestic  pr{^ranime. 
This  puts  it  very  much  better,  above  all .  The  first  and  most  obvious  remark 
when  we  are  dealing  with  a  C^wn  ,  is  that  so  meagre  a  list  has  seldom 
colony  of  die  type  of  the  Transvaal.  It '  been  submitted  to  a  Parliament.  The 
has  a  Governor  and  a  hierarchy  of  I  only  conclusion  we  can  come  to  is  that 
officials ;  it  has  a  council  to  assist  the  I  the  Qovemment  do  not  anticipate  a 
Governor   composed  of  fifteen  officials  !  very  long  or  protracted  session.  The 
and   nine  nomiaative  members.     But  |  €k)vemment  are  going  to  stop  or  to  con- 
besides     that,     consider     the     laws ;  trol  alien  immigration,  to  the  great 
which  are  in   force    in  that  colony —  |  delight  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
under  which  any  man  whose  act   or  for  Central  Sheffield.    It  is  a  curious 
word   is  unpalatable   to  the  Gtovem-  !  coincidence  that,  just  at  the  time  when 
ment   can    be   deported  out   of    it  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  Chinamen  into 
without  being  tried.   How  can  you  say  '  one  of  our  colonies  with  the  effect  of 
that  you  have  freedom  of  opinion  in  these  '  ousting    from  employment   our  own 
circumstances  ?   Every  man  carries  on  |  countrymen  who  live  there,  a  Bill  Is 
his  business  or  employment  at  the  mercy  i  to  be  introduced  by  the  Government 
of  the  Government — the  tender  mercy,  [  to  prevent  the  immigration  of  foreigners 
I  hope  and  believe — but  still  he  does  not  into   this    country   because   of  their 
enjoy  full  independence,  especially  in  a  undue  competition  in  labour.  Another 
matter  like  this,  on  which  the  Govern- 1  very  curions  fact  is  that  a  large  pro- 
men  t  may  have  taken  a  particnlu  line. '  portion  of  these  destitute  aliens  whom 
That  is  the  country  which  is  said  to  be  it  is  desirable  to  keep  out  of  this  country 
treated  as  self-governing.    It  is  said  in  come  from  the  very  high-tariff  countries 
the  newspapers  that  there  has  been  a  sort  in  which  we  are  told  the  workmen  are  so 
of  referendum.   I  have  read  also  that  a  much  more  happy  and  prosperous  than 
referendum  has  been  refused,  and  that  here.   This  is  a  Bill  which  we  must  see 
what  has  happened  is  merely  that  a  before  we  say  anything  about  it.  Then 
certain  memorial  has  been  put  out  under  there  is  to  be  a  Licensing  Bill.    All  I 
the  auspices  of  a  committee  who  are  '  would  say  of  that  is,  that  any  restriction 
anxious  for  this  importation.  But  under  |  on  the  discretitmary  power  at  the  magis- 
those  influences  to  which  I  have  referred  ,  trates  will  be  hotly  and  pertinaciously 
I  do  not  think  the  signatures  to  such  a  resisted.    I  turn  to  a  more  sentimental 
memorial  are  of  great  value  as  an  indica-  \  question  with  me,  that  of  Scottish  educa- 
tion of  the  genuine  feeling  of  the  inhabit-  '  tion.  I  trust  that  whatever  the  right  hon. 
ants  of  the  colony.   Therefore  the  con-  Gentleman  does  will  be  done  in  haimony 
elusion  I  come  to  is  that,  so  long  as  these  ,'  with  Scottidi  traditions  and  providing 
colonies  are  Crown  colonies,  so  long  the  I  amply  for  popular  control.   But  I  must 
responsibility  of  governing  rests  upon  the  [  confess  to  the  House  that  I  am  subject  to  a 
Imperial  Government  and  die  Imperial  most  improper  sentiment  in  regaid  to  this- 
Parlinment,  the  use  of  Chinese  labour  is  matter,  because  I  have  great  confidence, 
therefore  a  matter  for  us  to  consider.   It  which  I  ought  not  to  have,  in  the  right 
is  not  merely  that  we  are  in  an  ofihand  hon.  Gentleman  whom  I  am  ^lad  to  see, 
way,  after  a  casual  debate,  to  approve  or  and  every  one  is  glad  to  see,  in  the  poei* 
disapprove  of  it.  It  is  on  ustheresponsi- 1  tion  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  He 
bility  in  this  matter  rests,  and  we  can  '  is  a  real  Scotchman ;  he  knows  Scotchmen 
only  judge  of  it  when  tiie  opportunity  is  ,  and  is  known  of  them;  and  I  hope  also, 
given  to  us.   I  am  content  to  leave  the  ,  apart  from  his  own  very  proper  and  wise 
merits  of  the  question  to  the  promised  intuitions,  he  will  take  counsel  witii  the- 
opportunity.   I  trust  that  in  the  course  Scottish  members;  and  I  would  particu- 
of  this  debate  a  statement  will  be  made  ,  larly  advise  him  to  take  counsel  witii  the 
as  to  the  financial  position  in  South  '  four  Scottish  Members  who  have  been 
Africa,  as  to  the  instalment  of  £10,000,000  returned  to  the  House  daring  the  last 
in  the  loan  of  £30,000,000,  and  as  to  the  year,  who  from  their  fresh  contact  with 
progress  and  work  of  repateiation  and  i  the  people  must  know  more  about  the 
compensation,  for  which  the  House  has  subject  than  some  of 
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There  is  to  be  no  English  Education 
Bill.  There  were  rnmours  in  the  news- 
pipezB,  aa  usual  wrong,  to  indicate  that 
there  was  to  be.  Sir»  there  will  be  no 
peace  or  success  until  those  parts  oi  tiiis 
new  system  of  education  are  removed 
which  infringe  the  rights  and  hurt  the 
consciences  of  large  masses  of  the  people. 

Now  at  last  I  come  back  to  this  great 
fiscal  question,  which,  like  tite  sabjeot  of 
South  Africa,  is,  in  the  old  phrase, 
made  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from 
the  Speech.  In  the  past  history  of  this 
controversy,  what  axe  the  salient  facte  ? 
One  fine  day  in  May  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
breaks  loose,  declares  agunst  free  trade 
and  in  favour  of  preference  with  a  tax  on 
food.  He  comes  to  the  House,  and,  hav- 
ing apparratly  consulted  nobody,  makes  a 
great  declaration  of  policy.  Then  he 
waits  to  see  what  will  happen.  This 
waa  an  unusual  way  for  a  Minister  to 
proceed.  If  a  Minister  has  a  policy  to 
propose  he  generally  goes  to  the  Cabinet 
first.  If  he  dissents  from  a  policy,  and 
tells  the  House  that  it  is  st^  he  rengns. 
The  right  htm.  Gentleman  did  neither. 
The  next  thing  would  have  been  respect- 
fally  to  invite  him  to  resign.  I  have 
been  looking  up  the  text-books  on  this 
question,  and  I  find  that  this  is  how  it 
is  Iftid  down — 

**  If  a  Minister  diflers  from  fais  eolle^ues  he 
miut  resign  or  else  he  must  beheld  respotiBibla 
for  their  action.  He  caonot  be  allowed,  like 
Lord  Camden,  to  retain  office  and  the  emota- 
ments  of  office,  and  afterwards  repadiate  the 
aotion  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  associ- 
ated." 


1  Minister  possessed  no  settled  convictions. 
!  That  was  a  most  auspicious  discovery 
I  for  him.  Then  the  question  arose  in 
{ the  Cabinet — How  are  we  to  meet 
I  Parliament  and  conduct  aiSairs  of  State 
;  with  a  Prime  fifinister  who  has  no 
Colonial  Secretary  who 
of  his  own  and  who 
quiet  with  it?  Here, 
how  fortune  favoured  the 
Gentleman.     The  Cabinet 


policy,  and  a 
has   a  policy 
will  not  keep 
again,  see 
right  hon. 


Again,  it  is  said — 

"The  Prime  Miaiater  most  manage  m  well 
&B  mie  his  subordinates.  When  we  say  that 
a  Prima  Minister  can  dismiss  a  colleague  we 
mean  no  more  than  this — Uiat  a  strong  Premier 
can  say  to  the  Qaeen,  'He  or  I  muse  go.'" 

That  is  the  state  of  the  law  as  laid 
down  in  Sir  William  Anson's  "  Law  and 
Customs  of  the  Constitution."  Fortunate- 
ly for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  not 
for  Parliament  and  the  country,  an 
extraordinary  conjunction  of  favouring 
circumstances  awaited  him.  He  dis- 
covered, in  the  first  place,  that  on  this 
question  of  the  reversal  of  tiie  fiscal 
policy  of  Uie  country  and  of  the  con- 
stitutional relations  and  the  fiscal  re- 
lations of     the  Empire,    the  Prime 
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,  decided  to  treat  the  question  as  an  open 
I  one,  on  which  tiieir  lips  were  sealed,  and 
j  if  they  could  have  compassed  it  they 
,  would  have  liked  to  seal  the  Hps  of  tiie 
I  House  of  Commons  as  well ;  and  as  an 
apt,  candid,  and  correct  description  of 
this  resolve  they  agreed  to  come  here  and 
I  tell  us  that  a  soleom  iuquiry,  in  which 
^  the  whole  nation  was  invited  sympa- 
thetically to  take  part,  was  to  he  onder- 
!  taken^-4n  inquiry  which,  as  they  hinted, 
I  only  the  blind  partisan  or  the  intoleraot 
fanatic  could  fail  to  respect.  Meanwhile, 
outside,  not  a  word  waa  to  be  said.  That 
\  leaflets  covered  the  country  under  the 
I  auspices  of  one  of  the  Ministers,  did 
I  not  matter.    We   know  now  that  a 
I  Cabinet  crisis  was  ragii^  the  whole  of 
I  this  time ;  and  what  I  now  say  is  tiiat 
\  the  whole  thing  was  one  of  the  greatest 
I  impostures  ever  foisted  uptm  Parliament 
!  and  the  country.    The  climax  came  in 
September,  when  the  Government  was  re- 
modelled. Isfaouldhavehadagreatdealto 
say  if  the  Prime  Minister  had  been  present 
as  to  the  part  which  he  played  in  this 
matter ;  but  in  his  absence  I  prefer  not 
to  make  any  personal  allusions  to  his 
conduct,  because  he  is  not  here  to  speak 
for  himself.    Perhaps  we  shall  have 
some  other  opportunity.   Well,  now  our 
turn  for  inquiry  has  come.    I  notice  that 
some  members  of  the  Government,  by 
the  way,  have  been  saying  how  delight- 
ful it  is  that  now  at  last  the  opponents 
in  this  quarrel  will  speak  in  each  other's 
presence  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I 
should  have  thought  that  members  of  the 
Government  were  the  very  last  persons 
to  like  that  condition  of  things,  because 
they  have  been  for  mouths  t^ing  differ- 
ent lines  on  this  subject,  some  ardent 
and  staunch  for  free  food,  and  others 
extreme  preferentialists ;  and  it  will  be 
very  awkward  for  them  to  get  up  one 
after  another  in  a  debate.    We  may 
also  have  some  OT^mpathy  with  any  one, , 

'      g  Digitized  oy  VjUOglV 


131       King's  Speech  (MottM        {COMMONS)  for  an  Address.)  182 


if  such  there  fce,  whose  method  of  con- 
troversy leads  him  to  use  impressive  but 
untenable  arguments,  garnished  with 
startling  but  inaccurate  statistics,  and 
when  the  argument  is  refuted  and  the 
errors  are  exposed  to  take  no  account 
of  the  correction  but  go  on  repeating 
them.  We  may  imagine  how  such  a 
one  in  this  House  will  sigh  lor  the  sweet 
insulation,  immunity,  and  autocracy  of 
the  platform.  Now  the  larger  policy, 
which  has  been  so  clearly  expounded  with 
so  much  energy,  and,  let  me  add,  with 
Bo  much  variety,  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  Colonial  Secretary— 
that  is  a  clearly  intelligible  policy.  The 
plan  has  been  greatly  altered  from  time 
to  time;  that  one  would  have  ex- 
pected from  the  natural  adaptability  of 
Its  author ;  but  it  is  always  clear.  But 
my  questions  to-night  refer,  not  to  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but 
to  the  policy  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment opposite,  and  on  a  future  occasion 
in  this  debate  my  right  hon.  friend  tiie 
Member  for  Montrose  will  move  an 
Amendment  which  will  raise  both  these 
qnestions,  and  include,  in  fact,  the 
whole  subject.  He  would  have  moved 
this  Amendment  immediately,  or  as 
soon  as  convenient,  in  this  debate,  but 
out  of  consideration  for  the  fact  that 
the  Prime  Minister  is  necessarily  absent 
it  has  been  arranged  that  he  ^uld 
defer  his  Motion. 

The  great  advantage  of  this  movement  is 
that  the  House  and  the  country  can  find 
out  now  what  the  Government  really 
means.  The  difficulty  of  appreciating 
their  position  has  two  main  causes.  In 
the  fiist  place,  the  extreme  vagueness  of 
the  Prime  Minister  and  others  in  their 
statement  of  the  official  policy;  and, 
secondly,  uncertainty  as  to  its  real  and 
avowed  relation  with  the  major,  and 
unofficial  or  ^t/ast-official  policy.  This 
Government  policy  of  retaliation  has 
never  got  beyond  the  stage  of  phrases 
and  generalities  and  formulas.  These  are 
no  good  at  all .  Tou  can  discuss  retalia- 
tion and  reciprocity  and  freedom  to  resume 
negotiations  in  the  abstract  for  months, 
and  get  no  further.  As  far  as  we  can 
understand  it,  there  is  to  be  some  method 
of  deahng  with  outrageously  unfair  com- 
petition. The  dumper  is  to  be  come 
down  upon  when  his  commodity  is  too 
cheap,  and  the  foreign  tariff  is  to  be  taken  | 
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in  hand  when  it  is  too  high.  How  axe  yon 
going  to  do  it  f  The  whole  thing  tarns 
upon  that.  We  do  not  know.  The  inquiry 
has  taught  us  nothing.  There  is  not  ^a 
single  case  in  the  concrete  except  the 
Sugar  Convention,  and  there  the  result 
is  not  encouraging.  In  the  first  place 
it  was  hoped  that  it  would  help  West 
Indian  sugar.  But  notwithstanding 
four  months  of  Protection,  the  imports 
have  fallen  off  in  a  year  nearly  by  one 
half.  Also  the  Indian  tea  trade  has  been 
retaliated  upon  by  Russia,  as  the  penalty 
of  excluding  her  sugar  from  our  ports. 
So  far  as  it  goes,  the  experience  sug- 
gests that  blows  may  be  delivered  very 
much  at  random — sometimes  yon  may 
hit  yourself,  and  sometimes  you  may  hit 
the  wrong  man.  The  Oovezsment 
should  come  down  from  the  olouds  and 
tell  us  what  are  the  machinery  and 
procedure  that  they  contemplate.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Croydon  —  it  requires  a  lesson  in 
geography  to  describe  these  retired 
Cabinet  Ifinisters — in  his  letter  of  resig- 
nation complained  very  properly  <^ 
having  been  kept  in  the  dark.  He 
wrote — 

"  I  would  gladly  pvo  consideration  to  any 
practicable  sobeme  tor  obtaining  aooew  to 
forMgn  markets  or  for  meetinc  enls  of  which 
we  complain ;  bat  we  have  nad  no  scheme 
placed  befwe  tu." 

Let  us  see  your  practicable  acheme. 
But  there  are  some  points  on  which 
explicit  information  can  be  given. 
TluB  retaliatory  policy,  doea  it  mean 
Parliamentary  or  merely  Executive 
action  ?  Is  it  intended  that  Parlia- 
ment—that this  House  especially,  with 
its  power  over  its  own  duties — should 
hand  them  over  to  the  Executive  to 
impose  or  alter  as  it  chooses  ?  If  that  is 
intended,  then  I  am  afraid  that  is  a 
very  wide  issue,  and  one  quite  apart 
from  the  question  of  tariffs  and  duties. 
This  must  be  made  quite  clear.  As  to 
the  procedure  in  the  case  of  dumping, 
I  would  ask,  is  there  to  be  a  sliding 
scale  of  tariffs  regulated  by  the  price  of 
imports,  or  is  it  to  be  simple  prohibition, 
as  under  the  Sugar  Convention  %  Then, 
again,  how  is  this  thing  to  be  worked  as 
a  defence  against  foreign  tariffs  ?  Other 
countries  go  into  commercial  negotiations 
with  a  full  tariff,  sometimes  with  two 
scales,  a  higfeajd  a  (of^^j^rding 
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as  they  are  met  by  the  othei  country. 
But  this  country  always  obtains  entrance 
noder    the    lowest    scale.    We  are 
not  to  have  a  fall  tariff.    How  then 
ue  we   to  proceed?   Supposing  the 
United  States  is  said  to  be  diutting 
out  Bradford  woollen  goods,  or  Russia 
diatting   out  bleaching  powder,  and 
there  appear  to  be  grounds  for  taking 
actiMi.      The  Government  have,  no 
doubt,  thought  out  the  line  of  action. 
They  have  thought  of  the  imports  on 
which  retaliatitHi  in  those  two  cases 
might  take  effect;  the  consequences  to 
toaders  and  oimsiunws*  who  are  in  no 
way  zesponsible  for  any  high  tariff,  but 
who  will  nevertheless  be  pawns  in  the 
game.   Have  they  reflected  that  some 
traders  may  secure  protection  by  a  side 
wind,  and  that  others  are  bound  to  suffer 
from  restriction  ?   Do  they  realise  all  the 
confusion,  all  tiie  clamour  for  protection 
from  other  trades,  and  the  difficulty  of 
abolishing  a  tariff,  establidied  for  retali- 
atory purposes,  when  that  purpose  has 
been  secured  ?    Have  they  considered 
the  case  of  those  protected  countries, 
where,  if  we  are  to  retaliate  at  all,  it 
must  be  upon  either  food  or  raw  material  1 
Well,  those  are  a  few  of  the  points  which 
want  elucidation  from  the  Government. 
Some  of  us  have  asked  abont  it  in  the 
coontry,  and  we  want  to  know  what  the 
Government's  plan  is.   It  is  only  by 
consideriog   these   practical  questions 
that  we  can  come  to  a  right  conclusion. 
The  answer  to    them  will   show  the 
country  whether,  quite  apart  from  high 
theory  and  principle,  the  policy  of  letalia- 
tion  is  a  practicable  ptuicy;  and  they 
ought  to  have  been  cleared  up  beforo  the 
Government  assumed  to  themselves  the 
title  to  reverse,  annul,  and  delete  at  their 
pleasure  the  principles  upon  which  the  fis- 
cal policy  of  the  country  is  based.  Again, 
there  is  some  doubt — and  to  this  point  I 
would  invite  the  attention  of  the  House 
— as  to  wheUter  this  policy,  this  formula, 
ia  to  be  put  into  operation,  or  whether  it 
is  meant  only  for  show.    But  it  must  be 
a  real  policy,  because  we  have  had  the 
resignation  of  Ministers  on  it ;  and  the 
precedent  of  the  Sugar  Convention  bears 
substantial  testimony  to  the  reality  of 
what  is  certainly  in  itself  a  somewhat 
flimsy-looking  thing  to  be  called  a  policy. 
Beudes,  I  how  the  Honse  will  notice 
this.  What  lud  the  Prime  Himster  say 


in  his  letter  to  the  Duke  <^  Devonshire, 
written,  if  one  may  judge  from  external 
evidence,  under  circumstances  of  some 
tension  ?   He  said  this — 

"  I  Me  no  diffioalty  ia  saooesflfully  carrying 
out  the  polioy  which  for  a  fortnight  voa  were 
ready  to  accept,  by  the  help  of  the  Afuninistra- 
tion  which  for  a  fortnight  you  aided  me  to  re- 

OOIUtfDOt." 

Sorely  the  charm  of  this  balanced 
sarcasm  can  hardly  have  carried  the 
Prime  Minister  out  of  his  depth  and 
induced  him  to  make  an  admissum  which 
he  did  not  intend.  He,  at  least,  could 
see  how  it  can  be  done.   He  says — 

"I  see  nodiWcalty  in  succeeafully  carrying 
out  the  policy," 

and  he  contemplates  this  Administration 
doing  it.  But  here  we  only  get  another 
contradiction  and  anomaly.  Here  is  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
opened  to  us  the  most — I  will  not  say 
charming  vista ;  ugly  vista,  possibly, 
according  to  our  ideas,  of  years  and 
years,  Parliament  after  FarUament — a 
perfect  ladder  of  Parliaments  up  which 
we  are  to  climb  before  we  attain  Pro- 
tection, and  therefore  there  was  no  harm 
done  by  whatever  people  said  now. 
The  country  would  not  be  committed 
until  all  these  years  are  over. 
But  here  is  the  Prime  Minister,  on  the 
other  hand,  implying  that  it  is  a  thing 
on  purpose  for  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  been  reconstructed.  It  has 
renewed  its  youth  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  putting  into  effect  a  given  policy. 
Well,  then,  why  is  that  policy  not  men- 
tioned in  the  King's  Speech  ?  If  you 
can  palliate  the  blows  of  the  foreigit 
plunderers,  why  do  you  not  do  it,  and 
would  it  not  be  a  much  better  thing  to  do, 
after  all,  from  your  point  of  view — I  do 
not  want  to  do  it — than  to  deal  with 
the  drink  trade,  which  is  neither  a 
languishing  nor  a  slaughtered  industry, 
and  to  which  you  are  going  to  give 
another  dose  of  protection  ? 

The  second  point  on  which  we  seek 
light  is  the  relation  between  the  minor 
and  the  major,  the  official  and  the  qttasi- 
official  policy.  We  have  documentary 
evidence  as  to  the  origin  of  what  may  be 
called  the  co-ordinated  policy.  It  occurs  in 
the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham's  letter  of  resignation. 
He  says — 

"  J  auffgest  that  yoa  ihoald  limit  the  preeeut 
policy  01  the  GoTemment  to  the-  SMeraon  of 
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oar  freed  on  in  Uie  caw  of  all  commercial  : 
relations  with  foreign  coantriea,  and  that  you 
■bonld  agree  to  mj  tenderinji  m;  resiffnation  of  ' 
mj  present  office  to  Bii  Majesty  anodevoting  | 
myaelf  to  the  work  of  explHoing  and  popalar- 
isuig  tboae  principles  of  Imperial  union  which  I 
my  experience  has  oonvinced  me  are  eaaential  , 
to  onr  future  velfare  and  prosperity." 

Which  are  the  most  important  and  i 
significant  and  characteristic  and  iUomi- 
nating    words  of  that  passage  ?   The  < 
first  two,  "  I  suggest."  So  that  this  j 
halfway  honse  does   not  mark    the  | 
natural    limit  to  which  the    Prime ; 
Minister  and  the  Government  would  go, 
it  is  an  artificial  structure  suggested  by 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary  to  calm  the 
fears  of  the  nation,  and  to  preserve  a 
safe  appearance  and  cover  up  the  ulti- 
mate deai^.   To  this  suggestion  the , 
Prime  Minister,  with  the  utmost  docility, 
agreed ;   and  as  he  explained  in  1^ 
further  letter — although  he  did  not 
explain  it,  as  it  would  appear,  to  the 
uninitiated  members  of  his  Cabinet — he 
and  the  Government  accepted  the  duty 
imposed  upon  them,  and  agreed  tnat  the 
work  should  be  specialised.  What  does 
the  difference  between  die  two  amount 
to  after  all  %   It  is  but  a  pure  matter  of 
expediency.   At  heart  the^  were  united 
about  the  preferential  pohcy,  and  they 
both  felt  that  the  times  were  not  lipe  for 
imposing  the  food  taxes  which  alone  could 
give  efiect  to  it.    The  whole  transaction 
has  the  look  of  a  mere  affair  of  Party 
accommodation.    The  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Cabinet  were  to  remain  at  ihs 
haae  until  the  moment  came  for  a  general 
advance,  while  iJie  late  Colonial  Secretary 
moved  forward  to  survey  the  field,  main- 
taining his  lines  of  communication.  That 
seems  to  have  been  the  understanding ; 
and  colour  is  given  to  it  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  Bfinisters  themselves  in  their  sub- 
sequent speeches,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
presence  at  the  Treasury  and  in  the 
Cabinet  ol  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  accepts  the  Birmingham 
policy  in  all   its  branches.   Now  we 
are   left    asking  why  did    the  late 
Colonial  Secretary  resign  at  all  1  He 
would  have  been  quite  comfortable  in 
his  old  place.    HaU  the  Ministry  have 
declared  for  him.  Lo(&  at  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  He  is 
never  weary  of  proclaiming  his  adhesion 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.   He  sup- 
ports a  Tariff  Reform  League  candidate 
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in  Wiltshire,  against  a  C<n)s6rvative  free 
txader.  Why,  any  day  another  letter 
may  come  "so^esting"  that  the  time  is 
ripe  forthe  Memberfor West  Birmingham 
to  take  formal  command  of  the  positira 
that  he  dominates  from  the  outside. 
Any  day  the  signal  may  be  given  for  a 
move  forward  from  the  tTenohes  and 
the  abandonment,  bag  and  bajj^age,  of 
the  makeshift  policy.  What  w<mder  if 
we  r^ard  the  declared  policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  as  a  mere  hora 
d*tBUvre;  as  trumpery  as  it  is  indigestible, 
to  whet  the  appetite  for  bigger  dishes — 
a  mere  lever  de  rideatt,  designed  to  prepare 
the  minds  of  the  audience  for  the  full 
five-act  tragedy  of  protection  ?  Why, 
Sir,  I  come  to  The  Times  of  to-day,  to 
the  political  weather  prophet  of  The 
Times  of  to-day — we  always  read  his 
propheoieB,  although  we  do  not  always 
agree  with  them — he  says — 

"That  a  General  Kleotion  may  be  lookeil 

for"— 

this  is  aocid«ital  on  this  subject — 

"at  no  distant  date  may  be  inferred,  from 
the  preparations  for  the  ocmflict  nhieh  are 
being  made  by  both  ITnionists  and  Liberals. 
So  far  aa  the  GovemmeDt  are  eoneemed,  there 
appears  to  be  no  derire  to  predpitate  aflain 
until 

until  what? 

"until  Mr.  Chamberlain's  Tariff  Commission 
has  completed  iU  Report." 

Sir,  what  I  say  is,  that  the  time  has 
come  fOT  clearing  up  the  atnaticm.  That 
is  why  I  take  the  very  first  moment  open 
to  me,  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  per- 
sonal references  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
as  I  have  said,  but  dealing  with  the 
Government  us  a  Government.  After  all, 
it  is  not  a  one-man  Government.  I  do 
not  know  how  many  mm  are  in  it ;  and 
we  are  «ititled  to  plain  answers  to  plain 
questions.  Let  me,  in  one  or  two  sen- 
tences, recapitulate.  We  want  to  krow, 
in  the  first  place,  something  more  as  to 
3he  character  of  the  declared  policy,  and 
the  time  and  manner  of  its  coming  into 
operation;  and  with  r^ard  to  the  laarger 
policy  we  want  to  know  whether,  seven - 
ally  andcollectively,  the  GovemmoitaaaD- 
ciate  themselves  with  it,  cv  disassociate 
themselves  from  it.  There  are  pteferen- 
tial  duties,  and  there  are  "tti^e  taxes  on 
food.   Tes,  bat  there  are  also, the  ten 
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percent,  protective  taxes  on  manufac- 
turee.  We  have  never  had  an  authorita- 
tive annonncemeDt  from  the  Government 
of  the  light  in  which  they  view  that 
put  of  the  proposal,  which,  if  I  may  say 
80,  has,  like  Aaron's  rod,  eaten  up  the 
rest  in  the  recent  coorse  of  Ubia  diaona- 
aoD.  The  Government  and  tts  members 
have  spoken  with  two  voices  loi^  enough, 
and  it  is  high  time  that  they  should  put 
themselves  in  order  before  Parliament 
and  the  country  by  reverting  to  the 
theory  of  Bfinisterial  responsibility 
and  utterance  with  which  we  are 
familiar.  That  is  all  I  am  goiug  to 
ssy,  and  I  thank  the  House  for  listening 
to  me  on  this  great  question.  If  I  have 
spoken  at  length  it  is  because  I  wish  to 
bring  the  whole  of  the  matter  of  inquiry 
fully  before  the  House. 

But  now  I  will  trouble  the  House  only 
with  one  or  two  sentences  on  another 
subject,  and  it  is  the  supreme  importance 
of  it  which  must  be  my  excuse.    It  is  a 
subject  in  which  I  soroect  may  be ' 
found  at  once  the  key  and  the  cause  and 
the  cure  of  any  real  uneasiness  that 
exists  as  to  fiscal  policy,  and  as  to  the 
condition  of  trade.     What  is  causing 
serious  embarrassment  to  the  country, 
and  bringing,  more  perhaps  than  any- 
thing else, discredit  to  the  Administration, 
is  t^  difficulty  of  finding  the  money  to 
cury  out  the  policy  to  which  they  have 
c<Hnmitted  the  country.  We  cannot  ex- 
pect any  sudden  relief  from  taxation,  for  j 
they  have  spent  and  borrowed  and  taxed 
and  committed  the  taxpayers  during 
these  prosperous  years  for  some  time 
to  come.    If  lean  years  are  before  us, 
the  expenditure  of  these  vast  sums  of 
money  is  at  once  in  a  great  degree  the 
canse  of  them,  and  has  largely  increased 
the  difficulties  attending  them.  And,  un- 
fortunately, much  of  the  expenditure  to 
which  we  are  committedisof  aprogressive 
nature ;  and  here  is  a  point  I  would  urge 
upon  the  House.    It  is  a  point  which  is 
within  my  memory  and  the  memory  of 
those  much  younger  Membersof  the  House 
than  I  am.   The  grip  of  the  spending 
services  over  the  expmditure  has  greatly 
gained  of  late  years  on  the  control  of 
Parliament  and  the  Executive.   Some  of 
the  most  taking  administrative  schemes 
which  have  been  put  forward,  whatever 
their  merits  may  be,  have  the  secondary 
effect — I   mean  schemes  for  organisa- 


tion, or  for  increasing  the  facility 
of  managing  those  Departments  —  have 
the  secondary  effect,  if  it  is  right 
to  call  it  seoondary,  of  weakening 
Departmental  responsibility  as  well  as 
Parliamentary  control.  In  the  Address 
there  is  a  little  ray  of  hope — oh,  sacfa  a 
little  one — throi^h  a  narrow  chink.  It 
says — 

"  The  pofisibility  of  dirainishiDg  the  burden 
is  being  oarefutlj  cooBidered." 

They  have  got  to  the  stage  of  considera- 
tion !  Why,  the  stage  of  action  ought  to 
have  begun  long  ago.  Consideration,  how- 
ever, is,  at  least,  an  improvement  on  last 
year.  If  I  remember  rightly,  the  Govern- 
ment then  mentioned  this  great  and  grow- 
ing expenditure  without  a  word  of  indica- 
tion of  any  means  being  taken  to  stop  it. 
What  is  wanted — and  to  this  I  would 
invite  the  assistance  of  all  Members  of 
the  House  on  both  sides,  for  this  is  surely 
not  a  Party  question — is  to  direct  public 
attenticm  to  this  vital  matter,  and  that 
this  House  and  the  Executive  alike 
shonld  set  their  faces  towards  frugal 
administration  and  the  reduction  of  taxa- 
tion, satisfied  that  nothing  will  bring 
greater  advantage  to  the  national  indus- 
tries and  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
the  people. 

The  chancellor  op  ths  EX- 
CHEQUER (Air.  Austen  Chahbeblaix, 
Worcestershire,  E.):  In  the  unfortunate 
I  absence  of  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
I  responsibility  has  been  imposed  upon 
me  of  discharging  the  task  which  he 
would  naturally  have  discharged  of 
replying  to  the  questions  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Oppontion  has  just  addressed  to  His 
Majesty's  Government.  Let  me,  in  the 
first  place,  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, on  behalf  of  my  friends  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  for  the  reference  which  he 
made  to  the  Prime  Minister's  illness. 
His  absence  from  the  House,  still  more 
the  cause  of  it,  is,  I  am  sure,  universally 
regretted.  His  scrupulous  fairness  to 
opponents,  his  constant  courtesy  to  all, 
have  endeared  him  to  friends  and 
opponents  alike.  My  next  duty  is 
to  discha^e  the  t&sk,  which  no  one 
would  have  performed  more  gracefully 
than  the  Prime  Minister  himself,  of 
complimenting  my  hon.  friends  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  Ajldress  on 
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the  success  with  which  they  achieved 
what  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  most 
difficult  tasks  that  can  be  imposed  upon 
any  Member  of  this  House.  They 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  a  tact,  a  consider- 
ation for  the  feelings  of  the  House,  an 
aToidance  of  oontrorergy  in  dealing 
with  controrersial  subjects,  and  a  know- 
ledge of  the  subjects  they  treated  which, 
I  think,  make  their  roeeches  memorable 
even  among  those  delivered  on  these 
occasions. 

As  regards  at  any  rate,  the  opening 
paragraphs  oi  His  Majesty's  Speech  we 
are  sJl  at  one.  We  note  with  gratifica- 
tion the  lefeienoe  which  ia  here  made 
to  the  cordial  relaticms  established  by 
recent  Royal  visits,  and  fostered  by  sub- 
sequent international  civilities  between 
ourselves  and  the  neighbouring  Republic, 
and  between  ourselves  and  othernations. 
I  think  the  whole  country  feels  that  we 
are  indebted  in  a  very  special  manner  to 
His  Majesty  for  the  part  he  played,  to 
use  the  &ie  phrase  which  has  been  applied 
to  him,  as  a  great  Ambassador  taking 
upon  himself  a  mission  of  peace  and 
goodwill  towards  our  neighbours. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
the  serious  state  of  affairs  now  existing 
in  the  Far  East,  and  said  that  he  felt 
that  in  the  complicated  situation  bdore 
us  he  bad  better  make  no  comment  on 
what  was  proceeding.  I  think  I  shall  do 
well  to  follow  his  example.  This  is  not 
a  moment  at  which  I  think  I  could  use- 
fully say  anything  upon  this  subject,  nor 
is  it  a  moment  at  which  His  Majesty's 
Oovemment  have  to  lay  Papers  before 
the  House.  There  will  be  no  desire  to 
witiihold  information  from  the  House 
ivhen  tike  moment  at  which  it  can  be  given 
comes  ;  but,  for  reasons  which  I  need 
not  mention,  I  think  the  House  will  see 
that  the  present  is  not  a  suitable 
moment  for  the  presentation  of  informa- 
tion to  Parliament.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  expressed  the  hope  that 
Papers  would  be  laid  on  the  subject  of 
Maicedonia,  and  that  when  they  were 
presented  it  would  be  found  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  had  acted  with 
a  due  sense  of  their  responsibilities  to 
the  people  of  that  unhappy  country,  and 
had  used  their  influence  to  promote  the 
scheme  of  reform  which  it  is  known 
the  Powers  have  been  prising  upon  the 
Porte*H  acceptance.   I  undedntand  tiiat 
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a  Blue-bo<^  on  this  subject  is  being 
prepared  and  will  be  laid  before  the 
House.    I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  and  the  House  that  when 
they  see  that  Blue-book  they  will  find 
that  the  efforts  of  His  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment have  been  uniformly  exerted  to  the 
best  of  their  ability  to  impress  upon  the 
Porte  the  urgent  need  for  reform,  and  to 
promote  such  an  amelioration  in  the 
administration  of  the  country  as  may 
remove  the  evils  under  which  it  has 
suffered.    We  have  felt  that  in  so  doing 
we  could  best  act  in  concert  wi&  and 
tluougfa  those  two  Groat  Powers  who  are 
moat  immediately  interested,  and  who 
from  their  geographical  position  have 
the  best  opportunities  for  carrying  these 
reforms  into  execution.   I  am  glad  to 
think  that  some  progress  is  being  made, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentlenoan  may  rest 
assured  that  we  shall  be  wanting  in  no 
endeavour  in  order  to  increase  it  and 
secure  relief  for  that  country.   I  am 
bound  to  pass  rapidly  over  these  im- 
portant matters. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  some 

inquiry  about  Somaliland,  and  the 
remarks  he  made  seemed  to  show  a  very 
imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  circum- 
stances which  have  led  to  the  present 
operations.  He  appeared  to  regard  them 
as  an  unprovoked  attack  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  upon  a  de- 
serving ruler  in  rightful  possession  of  tiie 
country,  who  was  omy  anxious  to 
prevent  the  dumping  of  foreign  popu- 
lations— I  think  that  was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  phrase. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAHNERMAN: 
An  invasion  of  human  imports. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Who 
was  only  anxious  to  prevent  an  invasion 
of  human  imports  into  bis  territory. 
That  is  not  history.  It  does  not  bear 
the  remotest  resemblance  to  it.  There 
are  certain  tribea  in  the  neighbourhood 
whom  we  have  undertaken  to  protect 
long  as  they  live  in  peace  and  amity 
with  us,  and  it  was  not  our  human 
invasion  of  this  peaceful  potentate^ 
dominions,  but  his  attack  on  these  pro- 
tected tribes  which  forced  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  act.  Let  ue  say  Uiat  no 
one  oould  rc^t  the^&ecessi^  for  that 
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•slaoB  more  than  His  Hajesty's  GoT«m- 
mant.  We  did  not  enter  into  an  under- 
tikiiig  of  this  kind  with  a  li^t  heart; 
we  knew  Ae  enormous  difficnlties  which 
the  character  of  the  country  imposed 
upon  any  military  operations.  We  would 
gudly  have  remained  within  our  own 
territory  if  we  could  have  secured  those 
to  whom  our  protecti<m  was  dne.  That 
wss  not  possible.  We  have  learned  by 
bitter  experience  that  you  cannot  afford 
to  allow  one  of  these  fanatical  Mahome- 
dan  Powers  suddenly  to  spring  into 
existence  and  obtain  great  proportions  in 
these  territories.   We  felt  that  we  were 
boond,  both  for  the  immediate  protection 
of  those  under  our  care  and  for  the 
fatnre  sajEety  of  that  portion  of  the  world, 
to  take  steps  to  crush  the  Mullah's 
power.    I  trust  that  Uie  brilliant  suc- 
oesaea  gained  by  General  Egerton  in  this 
campaign — which  is  one  of  extraordinary 
difficulty — have  greatly  advanced  the 
objects  which  we  have  in  view,  and  I 
hope  when  the  operations  in  which  he  is 
now  engaged  are  concluded  he  will  have 
obtained  complete  success,  and  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  retire  again  within  our 
own  boundaries. 

The  right  hon.  Gte&tleman  asked  for 
some  infcvmation  about  Thibet.  Hy 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  has  prepared  Papers,  and  they 
will  be  laid  before  Parliament  in  the 
course  of  the  next  few  days.  In  the 
meantime,  let  me  say  that  this  political 
mission  hardly,  I  think,  justifies  the 
language  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  spoken  of  it.  The 
Government  of  India  has  been  singularly 
patient  in  its  dealings  with  Thibet.  For 
years  we  have  been  subjected  to  diffi- 
culties with  that  country,  culminating 
in  infractions  of  the  frontier  of  Sikkim, 
a  protected  State,  and  in  the  return 
unopmed  or  unanswered  of  communica- 
tions wbich  the  Viceroy  addressed  to  the 
Dalai  Lama.  In  regard  to  these  matters 
of  complaint,  and  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Chinese  Government,  this  mission 
entered  Thibetan  territory.  There  has 
been  great  and  unfortunate  delay  in  the 
aoival  of  the  Chinese  r^resentative, 
who,  witih  the  representatives  of  the 
Thibetan  Power,  was  to  meet  our  repre- 
sentative. I  hope  that  he  will  hasten 
his  airival,  aad  that  we  may  yet  attain 


the  objects  of  the  missirai — a  peaceful 
settlement  of  our  trade  relations,  the  pro- 
tection and  maintenance  of  our  undoubted 
Treaty  rights  with  that  country,  and 
an  agreement  as  to  the  proper  boundary 
between  that  country  and  Sikkim.  I 
think  I  have  traversed  over  the  questions 
of  foreign  affairs  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  alluded.  « 

As  regards  South  Africa,  the  importance 
of  the  questions  which  are  there  arising 
is  recognised  fully  by  the  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks-^as  is 
usnal  and  very  necessary  on  these 
occasions  in  order  that  the  House  may 
be  able  to  form  a  judgment— for  Papers. 
I  hope  that  these  Papers  will  be 
circulated  to-morrow  in  time  for  any 
discussion  which  hon.  Members  think 
desirable.  I  think  the  Report  of  the 
Labour  Commission  is  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  f<w. 

Sis  H.  CABfPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Will  the  papers  contain  tiie  evidence 
given  before  the  Labour  Commission, 
which  is  most  necessa^  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No, 
I  am  afraid  not.  The  Report  is  what 
was  asked  for  b^ore. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
In  tidking  of  the  Report  of  a  Commission 
we  usually  include  in  that  phrase  the 
evidence,  which  in  this  case  is  most 

necessary. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
I  have  not  made  myself  familiar  with 
the  evidence,  which,  I  understand,  fills 
a  bulky  volume.  On  that  matter 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
communicate  with  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Papers  to  be  circulated  to-morrow 
will  give  very  full  information  as  to  the 
labour  difficulties  and  as  to  what  has 
taken  place,  and  will,  I  think,  include  all 
that  the  right  hon.  Clentleman  has  asked 
for  specifically. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
—Will  they  include  the  debates  in  the 
L^ialatlve  Council  % 

SMB.  r AUSTEN    CHAMBERLAIN : 
Yes.   The  right  hon.  Gratleman  also 
I  made  some  xef  exence  to  the  financial 

Digitized  by  Google 


143       Kin^s  Speech  {Motion  {COMMONS} 


for  an  Address). 


144 


position  of  the  Transvaal.  It  is  true 
that  the  progress  of  the  Transvaal 
towards  pzosperity  has  not  heen  as  rapid 
as  we  hi^  hoped  and  believed  would  be 
the  case.  I  should  have  thought  that 
was  not  a  matter  for  congratulation. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  did  not  say  it  was  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  what  the  Government  "be- 
lieved," and  I  said  "  Hear,  hear." 

BiB.  AUSTEN  CHAliIBBRLAIN :  I 
was  not  aware  tliat  the  hon.  G^tleman 
said  anything  at  all.  My  remark  had 
no  reference  to  him ;  if  he  chooses  to 
apply  it  I  can  have  no  objection.  I  was 
saying  I  thought  it  would  not  be  a  sub- 
ject of  congratulation  or  jubilation  in  any 
quarter  of  the  House.  After  all,  it  is 
upon  the  people  of  the  Transvaal  that 
any  temporary  distress  or  any  postpone- 
ment of  the  return  of  prosperity  first 
falls,  and  whatever  be  our  view  as  to 
events  which  are  past,  we  must  all 
desire  that  the  healing  effects  of  pros- 
perity may  make  themselves  felt  in  that 
country  as  soon  as  possible. 

BiR.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Glare, 
E.):  Chinese  labour! 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
In  the  meantime  it  is,  of  course,  the 
case  that,  having  regard  to  the  situation 
of  the  financeB  ol  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  River  Colony  at  the  present  time, 
and  to  the  position  of  our  own  money 
market,  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  not 
a  proper  time  at  which  to  raise  the  first 
instalment  of  the  War  Contribution 
Loan. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) :  Hear,  hear. 

Mr.     AUSTEN    CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cheers  that 
sentiment.  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  one  ' 
of  his  most  cherished  convictions  that 
under  no  oixcumstances  shall  we  ever  i 
recave    any  contribution    from   the  i 
Transvaal  on  account  of  the  war.    I  | 
differ  from  him.   I  see  no  attempt  on  ' 
the  part  of  the  people  of  the  T-ransvaal 
to  escape  from  the  obligation  which  they  ' 
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are  under,  and  I  am  confident  that  at 
the  first  moment  when  either  they  ot  we 
think  that  the  operation  can  be  soocesi* 
fully  and  properly  carried  oat  tJiey  wiB 
be  anxious  to  take  the  share  wluoh  they 
undertook  to  take  in  the  expenses  of  thrt 
war.  As  r^ards  repatriation,  I  may  say 
the  work  has  been  most  successfully  con- 
cluded. As  regards  compensation,  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
formulate  in  more  definite  terms  the 
question  which  he  wishes  to  pot 
Now  I  turn  to  the  more  coatrovetsial 
part  of  the  right  hon.  GentlemanV 
observations.  His  speech  was,  indeed, 
of  a  peculiar  character.  I  do  not  re- 
member ever  to  have  heard  a  speech 
from  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  that  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  luis  thought  it  right  to 
make. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
There  never  was  such  an  occasion.     ,  ^ 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
confess  I  think  the  speech  bore  traces  of 
that  change  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  indicated  in  that  he  had 
intended  to  attack  the  Prime  Minister 
warmly,  but  that  in  his  absence  he 
omitt««l  his  name  from  a  large  portion  of 
his  remarks.  What  was  the  result  1 
Instead  of  addressing  himself  in  the 
main  to  the  policy  of  His  Majesty^e 
Government,  or  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Prime  Minister  or  his  colleagues,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  delivered  an 
attack  upon  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  He 
very  generously  and  kindly  substitnted 
the  name  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  who  is 
present  to  defend  himself,  for  the  name 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  is  unable  to 
be  present.  Yet  the  right  h<»i.  Gentle- 
man says  tiiat  these  are  difEennt 
policies. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
They  profess  to  be. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 

was  talking  about  persons  for  ,,the 
moment,  not  policies.  I  say  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech  4^^^^g^^t^^^(matter 
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wag  devoted  to  an  attack  upon  the 
Ikmber  iot  West  Biimingham — to  Ma 
conduct  fiist  ia  remamivg  in  the  Gtovem- 
ment  and  then  in  going  out  of  it — and 
act  upon  the  poli<^  of  the  (Government 
at  all.  I  think  tiiat  is  a  very  ex- 
traordinary and  unusual  proceeding. 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  ia  any 
precedent  for  interrogating  a  gentleman 
who  is  no  longer  a  member  of  the 
Qovemment  as  to  the  course  he  intends 
to  pursue.  As  regards  the  (Government, 
what  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  com- 

glaint  %  He  complains  that  the  House  of 
ommons  has  had  no  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing this  question ;  that  during  all  last 
session  they  were  silent.   I  thought  we 
had  several  debates.   But  if  we  did  not 
have  the  question  more  definitely  and 
directly  put  before  us,  whose  fault  was 
that  ?   'nie  Prime  Minister,  od  behalf  of 
the  (Government,  again  and  again  offered 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  day  for  any 
Motion  of  Censure  upon  the  course  which 
the  Government  took  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  find  the  courage  to 
produce.    The  Motion  was  never  pro- 
duced, and  we  still  await  that  Motion, 
which  we  are  now  informed  will  be 
moved  in  the  course  <A  the  next  few 
days.  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman  alleges 
that  the  Government  has  no  business,  as 
I    understand  him,    to    continue  in 
office.   He  challenges  us  to  at  once  take 
the  decision  of  the  electorate  on  this 
subject.   He  denies  our  ^mpetence  to 
frame  any  policy,  or  our  representative 
capacity.  Tes,  but  he  took  exactly  the 
same  line  previous  to  the  election  of 
1900.   He  and  his  friends  of  the  Opposi- 
tion repeatedly  in  this  House  challenged 
our  representative  capacity  before  that 
election,   and   invited   us   to   go  to 
the  electors   for   their    verdict.  We 
went  to  the  electors;    we  took  their 
verdict.    [Hr.   Dalziel  :   You  said 
the  war  was  over  then.]  The  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  has  ever  since  been 
trying  to  find  some  reason  to  explain 
that  the  electors  did  not  mean  what  they 
aaid  upon  that  occasion.   The  appeal  to 
the  electors  on  our  policy  will  come  in 
good  time.   In  the  meantime,  I  think 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  should  make 
up  his  mind  exactly  as  to  what  line  of 
attack  he  wishes  to  adopt.   He  says  we 
are  shrinking  from  an  appeal  to  the 
electors.    If  that  be  so,  why  does  he  and 


other  gentlemen  opposite  accuse  us  of 
attempting  to  rush  a  verdict  without  due 
consideration  ?  He  cannot  have  it  both 
ways,  he  must  choose  (me  accusation 
or  the  other.  If  I  might  venture  to  say 
so,  it  is  desirable,  if  possible,  that  at 
any  rate  the  leading  Members  of  the 
Opposition  should  agree  upon  the  same 
line  of  argument.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Prime  Minister  I  am  not  going  to  deal 
with  the  history  of  what  happened  in  the 
Cabinet.  I  have  no  authority  to  do  so ; 
and  I  understood  the  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man himself  to  wish  to  reserve  that 
question  until  the  Prime  Bfinister  is  in  a 
position  to  be  present.  But  this  I  say, 
and  I  say  it  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  no  man  was  ever  more 
loyal  to  his  coUei^ues,  no  man  was  ever 
more  generous  to  his  supporters,  than  the 
present  Prime  Minister,  and  whatever  mis^ 
onderstandii^  may  hare  arisen,  none  of 
those  who  served  with  him  will  ever 
accuse  him  of  having  wilfully  or 
deliberately  deceived  them. 

The  right  hon.  (Gentleman  passed  from 
his  fancy  picture  of  Cabinet  proceedings  to 
a  series  of  interrogations  as  to  what  the 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government  was. 
That  policy  has  been  explicitly  and 
clearly  stated  by  the  only  man  entitled 
to  pronounce  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government — by  the  Prime  Minister 
himself.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks 
me,  in  reply  to  a  series  of  detniled 
inquiries,  to  say  how,  when,  why,  and 
where  each  fiscal  change  is  to  be 
carried  out  ?  There  is  a  question 
which  has  to  be  decided  before  we 
enter  upon  these  details;  that  is 
whether  you  want  fiscal  reform  or  not. 
The  right  hon.  Gentlemen  wishes  to 
know  how  exactly  we  propose  to  lower 
the  tariffs,  and  how  exactly  we  propose 
to  prevent  "  dumping  "  at  unfair  prices. 
There  have  often  been  requests  for 
information  of  that  kind  far  in  advance 
of  any  practical  issue,  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  they  have  never  been  conceded, 
and  that  the  person  to  resist  the  demand 
for  information  of  this  kind  in  regard 
to  future  legislation  would  have  been 
Mr.  Gladstone  himself,  who  had  not 
infrequent  opportunity  of  showing  how 
rigidly  he  was  opposed  to  the  declaration 
of  detailed  methods  of  carrying  out  a 
policy  until  the  time  came  for  the  policy 
to  be  placed  before  the  country^.. Xheye 
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is  a  question  to  be  decided  befcnre  that, 
and  it  is  "  Are  you  in  favour  of  fiscal 
reform  ? "  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
pretends  to  be  leas  informed  ae  to  the 
fiscal  question  than  I  can  give  him  credit 
for  being,  for  he  has  been  talking  of  fiscal 
lelorm  at  many  meetbgi,  yet  he  still  pre- 
trads  not  to  loiow  what  it  is.  I  should 
have  thought  that  it  woulfl  have  been 
well  for  him  to  have  acquainted  himself 
with  it  before  he  undertook  to  pledge  him- 
self and  the  country  to  objections  at  the 
threshold  to  any  kind  of  reform  whatever. 
The  first  question  for  the  House  and  the 
country  is  whether  they  desire  to  reform 
the  fiscal  policy.  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wish  to  prevent  "  dumping  1" 
I  should  be  glad  of  an  answer.  [Minis- 
terial cheersand  laughter].  But  perhaps 
before  he  gives  it  he  will  consult  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth,  who,  to 
this  porti(m  of  fiscal  reform  at  any  rate, 
has  promised  his  careful  consideration. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  said 
I  would  consider  any  plui  dealing  with 
dumping  which  was  proposed  by  His 
Majesty's  Government.  * 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
venture  to  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  in  his  mind  what  he  stated 
in^Sonth  Wales.  I  think  he  said  that  it 
was  a  very  serious  question,  particularly 
to  his  constituents. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I 
remember  perfectly  well  what  I  said.  I 
said  I  should  be  ready  to  consider  any 
plan  dealing  with  dumping  which  was 
proposed  by  His  Majesty's  Government, 
or  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe 
Member  for  West  Birmingham. 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  If 
that  was  exactly  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  then  I  am  bound  to 
take  his  account  of  it.  But  it  must 
have  been  cold  comfnt  for  his  con- 
stituents and  for  the  representatives  of 
certain  South  Wales  industries  who 
waited  upon  him  on  this  subject  when 
he  assured  them  of  his  willingness  to 
consider  any  plan  dealing  with  dumping. 
In  due  course  we  are  promised  an 
opptntunity  of  a  wider  discussion  of  this 
question,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
further  with  it  now.  I  think  we  must 
Mr}\Auslen  Otamherlain. 


wait  until  that  opportunity  offers.  I 
altogether  deny  Uiat  there  is  any  doubt 
about  the  attitude  of  the  Government, 
or  that  there  is  any  difficulty,  for  thoae 
who  wish  to  ascertain,  to  make  sure  of 
what  it  is.   As  to  the  particular  methods 
by  which  that  pf^cy  is  to  be  pursued* 
I  think  we  are  entitled  to  maintain  our 
freedom.   It  is  not  wise  in  matters  of 
negotiation  to  go  iuto  details  too  closely, 
and  it  has  never  been  the  practice  of 
this    House   to   bring   forth  detailed 
schemes  in  advance.   What  we  ask  the 
House  to  say  is  that  our  fiscal  scheme 
stands  in  need  of  absolute  reform  and 
chu^^ ;  tiiat  it  is  a  policy  that  has 
bound  us  hand  and  foot,  and  left  us 
helpless  in  the  face  of  these  high  foreign 
tar^s,  and  that  it  has  failed  to  secure 
for  us  that  open  door  which  the  right  hem. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
tells  us  is  so  vital  to  our  existence ;  that 
our  fiscal  policy  has  failed  to  goacd  those 
great  interests  cm  which  die  pzoq>erit7 
of  the  Empire  depends. 

Me.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  East) 
rose  at  7.28  to  continue  the  debate,  but, 
his  utterances  were  lost  in  the  noise 
made  by  Members  leaving  the  House. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned  tiH 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVBNjm  SITTING. 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  Ah 
APDKESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [2nd  February], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Blajesty,  as  foUoweth — 

"  Jfosf  QracMua  Swerei^ 

"  We,  Tour  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to 
Tour  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Tonr  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament." — {Mr. 
Hardy). 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed.  ^  . 
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B(r.  BUCHANAN:  When  the  House 
rose  at  half-past  seven  I  wanted  to  lay 
befOTs  the  consideration  of  the  Honse,  and 
press  a  little  further  than  my  right  hon. 
triend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  two 
sabjeets.  They  are  get^aphioally  some- 
what far  apart,  yet  they  are  subjects  of 
some   conraderable  intOTest  in  view  of 
the  statement  in  the  Ring*s  Speech.  I 
wanted  to  say  a  few  words,  first  about 
Thibet  and  then  about  the  Transvaal 
finance.    I  am  sony  at  this  moment 
the  Seoretuy  of  State  for  India  is  not 
present,  because,  if  he  answered  my  pre- 
liminary question,  I  should  say  no  more 
•on  the  question  of  Thibet.    He  has 
promised  us  Papers  — they  were  promised 
in  the  King's  Speech — but  no  statement 
was  made  as  to  when  they  were  to  be 
produced.   If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aaid  they  were  to  be  j^ioduced  imme- 
diately I  should  say  nothing  more  on  this 
mbjeot  until  a  later  stage  of  the  debate, 
bnt  as  no  time  has  been  mentioned,  we 
cannot  expect   them  to  be  produced 
immediately.   I  would  also  have  asked 
him  whether  he  could  give  an  assurance 
that  after  the  Papers  have  been  produced 
we  should  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
■diaooBSthis  question,  because  otherwise 
what  may  and  probably  will  happen, 
will  be  that  after  the  debate  on  the 
King's  Speech  comes  to  an  end  there 
will  be  no  opportunity  for  raising  dis- 
coflsion  on  any  Indian  subject  until  the 
Indian  budget  comes  on,  which  is  in  the 
last  week  of  the  session.  Not  only  is 
that  an  unfavourable  opportunity,  but 
events  will  then  have  gone  forward  in  such 
^  way  that  all  the  dificuadon  we  shall  be 
able  to  have  will  l^et  on  events  that 
have  taken  place  instead  of  being  able 
to  offer  criticisms  on  a  policy  of  which 
some  of  ua  may  approve  and  some  may 
disapprove.    I  do  not  think  either  the 
paragraph  in  the  King^s  Speech  or  the 
statement  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Esrohequer  really  advances  ns  further  <m 
the  subject  than  we  were  in  August  last 
when  the  House  adjourned.    The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer   has  told  us 
there  was  friction  on  the  frontier ;  there 
were  difficulties  connected  with  grazing 
and  difiiculties  in  connection  with  trade 
rights  on  the  frontier.   That  is  almost  the 
eacact  statement  which  was  made  to  us  in 
August  last  by  the  noble  Lord  the  then 
S«Qretary  of  State  for  India  in  reply  to  a 


Question  put  to  him  from  this  side  of  the 
House.  The  point  of  difference  between 
then  and  now  is  this,  that  while  the  noble 
Lord  then  stated  that  in  consequence  of 
these  differences  an  expedition  had  beed 
di^atched  under  Colonel  Toonghusbann 
wiUi  an  escort  of  200  to  a  place  called 
the  Chumbi  Valley  over  the  Jeylepla  Pass 
the  state  of  affairs  now  is  very  cUfferent. 
Now,  instead  of  a  peaceful  escort  of  200 
men,  Colonel  Younghusband  has  some- 
thing like  2,000  men  with  him,  exclusive 
of  camp  followers.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
an  abiue  of  the  Eing*s  Speech  to  deeoribe 
this  as  a  simple  political  mission.  In  the 
first  place  you  are  sending  a  mission  ove^ 
the  border  into  a  forei^  country  and 
you  are  accompanying  it  with  a  large 
military  force.  It  cannot  be  described 
as  a  political  mission.  Colonel  Toung- 
husband  is  accompanied  by  a  force  too 
lacgb  for  an  escort  and  too  small  for  an 
army,  and  the  condititns  are  exactly 
similar  to  those  which  led  to  the  Afghan 
war.  Then  we  had  imaginary  Russian 
intrigues  in  Afghanistan;  now  we  have 
imaginary  Russian  intrigues  in  Lhassa. 
I  say  the  course  of  events  bears  an 
ominous  and  ill-omened  resemblance  to 
the  course  of  events  that  led  up  to  the 
Afghan  war,  and  we  ought  t;.o  have  from 
the  Oovemment  some  assurance  on  the 
subject  beyond  the  v^ue  promise  of  the 
production  of  Papers  at  some  time  or 
other.  It  is  useless  for  us  to  be  put  off 
by  fair  words ;  public  opinion  is  gravely 
alarmed  at  what  has  talten  place.  The 
Thibetans  up  to  the  present  have  been  a 
peaceful  people.  On  the  south  of  the 
Sikkim  frontier  the  land  is  grand  and 
fruitful ;  on  the  northern  side  it  is  arid 
and  barren,  and  no  doubt  they  do  prefer 
to  pasture  their  flocks  and  herds  on  the 
southern  side.  Of  that  we  are  aware,  but 
so  far  as  official  statements  go  there  has 
been  nothing  to  show  there  has  been  any 
serious  increase  in  that  grievance  or 
that  there  has  been  any  serious  character 
in  that  grievance  for  months  and  years 
past,  yet  we  have  this  expedition  to 
within  100  miles  of  Lhassa.  No  wonder 
the  Thibetan  people  should  be  seriously 
alarmed  at  what  we  may  have  in  view, 
and  that  they  should  be,  to  say  the 
least,  doubtful  as  to  what  our  intentions 
are. 

When  one  wants  to  see  what  ideas 
are  held,   one  only  haS/Hxi   look  at 
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the  Anglo-Indian  newspapers  to  see 
that  we  desire  by  our  expedition  to 
enforce  on  the  Lamas  o£  Thibet  a 
British  Agent  at  Lhaasa,  which  they  are 
strongly  opposed  to.  And  it  most  be 
remembered  that  they  are  not  only 
opposed  to  a  British  agent  but  they 
have  never  allowed  a  Russian  or  any 
foreign  agent  whatever  in  Lhassa.  We 
want  also  to  annex  the  Chumbi  Valley,  a 
splendid  comitry,  and  it  is  currently 
believed  in  India,  at  all  events,  that  we 
desire  to  enforce  absolutely  on  Thibet 
Indian  trade,  if  necessary  by  force  of 
arms,  not  only  through  the  Jeylepla  Pass 
and  the  Chumbi  Valley  but  in  the  other 
directions  as  well.  These  ideas  may  be 
all  imaginary,  and  it  only  needs  a  word 
from  the  Government  to  prove  them  so, 
but  we  have  had  no  explanation  what- 
ever either  from  the  Indian  or  the  Home 
Government  of  what  our  motive  are 
and  the  purpose  for  which  this  expedi- 
tion is  83Qt  over  the  border  into  a 
foreign  country.  I  will  not  go  further 
on  this  subject  on  the  present  occasion, 
but  I  do  hope  before  the  debate  on  the 
Address  ends  we  shall  get  some  further 
imf ormation  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  LuUa  or  some  other  member  of  the 
Government?  I  dtould  not  wish  to  carry 
this  matter  to  the  length  of  bringing  a 
Motion  before  the  House,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  what  happened  in  1878  will  happen 
in  this  case.  When  Sir  Neville  Chamber- 
lain was  sent  with  1,000  men  over  the 
Khyber  Pass  it  is  true  no  Motion  such 
as  I  have  referred  to  was  put  before 
the  House.  But  what  happened  ?  Sir 
Neville  Chamberlain  had  to  go  back  and 
war  ensued,.  We  have  now  sent  Colonel 
Toanghusband  with  2,000  men  over  the 
Jey  lepia  Pass,  and  no  doubt  collisions  will 
occur,  and  then  the  Government  will  have 
to  bring  a  Motion  before  the  House.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  time  is  yet  ripe 
for  bringiug  forward  such  a  Motion. 

I  now  turn  to  the  other  subject  on 
which  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words,  the 
subject  of  the  Transvaal  finance.  It  has 
been  alluded  to  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  was 
partly  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man theChancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his 
reply.  My  right  hon.  friend  confessed 
that  he  was  surprised,  and  I  am  as 
surprised  as  he,  that  there  was  no 
mention  of  the  subject  of  South  Africa 

Mr.  Buchanan, 


for  an  Address).  lit 

in  the  King's  Speech.  Occasionally  no- 
news  is  good  news,  but  on  this  occasion 
I  am  ^aid  no  news  is  the  reverse  of 
good  news,  and  I  was  somswhat 
surprised  that  in  the  remarks  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  omitted  entirely  to 
deal  with  one  side  of  the  question,  because 
it  not  only  affects  the  finance  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Transvaal,  but  it  materially 
affects  the  finance  of  this  country.  It 
must  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  most  Members  of  this  House 
that  on  the  debate  on  the  Budget  of  last 
year  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
of  that  time,  was  criticised  and  pressed 
as  to  the  provision  he  had  made  for 
diminishing  and  paying  oS  the  National 
Debt,  and  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  pro* 
vision  made.   His  reply  always  was — 

"  We  have  got  £30.000,000  coiaing  from  th« 
Trannraal,  £10,000,000  in  Jan<i:\ry,  1901,. 
£10,000,000  in  January,  1905,  and  £10,000,000  in 
January,  1900." 

All  that  was  to  go  in  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  as  a  payment  from  the 
Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony  to- 
wards the  expenses  of  the  war.  Not 
only  did  the  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  say  that,  but  it  was  pnt  into 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  because  in  sab- 
Section  2,  Clause  2,  of  the  South  African 
War  and  Loan  Act,  1903,  it  is  specially 
provided  that  these  repayments  shall  be 
devoted  to  that  purpose.    It  was  a  bind- 
ing agreement  between  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  supreme  authwity  of 
the  finance  of  this  country,  and  these 
colonies.     We  know  now  that  the  first 
instalment  is  not  forthcoming,  and  what 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the    Chancellor    of  the 
Exchequer,  if  he  were  here,  or  any  other 
member  of  the  Ministry,  is  this :  What 
steps  has  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqaer 
taken,  as  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
finance  of  this  country,  or  what  steps  does 
he  propose  to  take,  for  the  diminution  and 
paying  off  of  debt  in  the  current  year, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  £10.000,000 
on   which   he   relied    is    not  forth- 
coming ?    As  I  have  said,  it  was  put 
into  an  Act  of   Parliament,  and  last 
session  it  was  defended  again  and  ^ain, 
because,  while  tJie  Finance  Bill  was 
going  through  the  House,  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Leader  of  the  OppQSiJtipn  drew 
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atUoation  to  Clause  6 ;  to  the  want  of 
definite  security  for  the  advance  of  this 
130,000,000,  and  he  was  supported  in  his 
«nticiama  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol.  The  reply 
of  the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer  was,  so 
far  as  words  go,  as  reassuring  as  could 
be,  particularly  wil^  r^ard  to  the  first 
ilO,000.000. 

"  Therefore,"  he  eaid,  "  so  for  u  the  first 
£iaOOO,000  we  are  quite  aafe." 

That  was  the  assurance  given  by  the 
OiancelloT  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  the  Finance  Bill  on  an 
Amendm«it  moved  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
on  diis  specific  point  as  late  as  ute  22nd 
of  Jnne.*|  Not  only  was  that  assurance 
given,  but  we  had  equally  strong  assur- 
ances given  by  other  members  of  the 
Government  of  equal  weight  and 
auf^rity  with  regard  to  this  part  of  the 
business.  What  I  want  to  press  upon  the 
House  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  this, 
that  the  issue  of  this  loan  of  £30,000,000  to 
the  Transvaal  was  part  and  parcel  of  the 
whole  scheme  of  Transvaal  finance.  It 
was  one  part  of  the  bargain  by  which 
this  country  was  prepared  to  advance 
£30,000.000  to  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  River  Colonies.  I  do  not  wish  to 
labour  tihe  sabject,  but  I  have  here  several 
stat^oits  by  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
on  the  subject.  Th^  start  with  one  at 
Johannesburg.  In  setting  out  the  scheme 
he  described  it  as  the  second  part  of  the 
agreement  that  another  loan  of  £30,000,000 
should  be  called  up  in  annual  instalments 
of  £10,000,000 ;  but  there  was  a  much 
stronger  statement  than  that  made  by 
the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  after  he  came 
home  on  the  6th  of  May,  in  which 
he  said — 

*'Tb*  whole  arrangement,  that  is  the  two 
loan*,  most  be  treated  together,  uid  I  might 
idmoflt  say  that  the  rapport  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  loan  now  under  conuderation  is  in- 
deed oonditionat  on  the  oontribntion  of  the 
£30.000,000  to  wfaioh  I  have  referred." 

What  cotild  be  stronger  than  that  %  But 

he  goes  onto  sayihatin  order  that  success 
might  be  assured,  and  to  akcm  their 
confidence  in  their  country,  the  capitalists 
of  the  Transvaal  agreed  to  underwrite 
the  first  £10.000.000  of  the  loan.  On  the 
37tih  of  Jnly*  on  the  Second  Reading  of 


the  Bill,  these  are  the  words  the  right 
hon.  Gkntleman  used — 


"  I  have  no  donbt  that  s  sal  isfaotory  agree- 
ment will  be  made  between  us  and  the  under- 
writers of  the  loan  to  make  it  absolutely  certain 
as  to  the  first  instalment  of  the  loan  that  will 
be  placed  npcm  the  market," 

and  we  have  a  further  statement  made 
in  the  House  on  the  same  day  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  on  the 

question  raised  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth  on  the 
same  subject,  when  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  said  a  draft  audit  was  being  made 
and  being  sent  out  to  South  Africa,  and 
that  when   it  was  settled   it  would 
be   laid  on  tbe  Table  of  the  House. 
What  we  want  to  get  from  the  Colonial 
Secretary  now  is  some  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  than  has  been  vouch- 
safed.   So  far  as  details  go,  we  know 
nothing  of  what  has  taken  place  since 
July  last.   I  have  been  informed  that  a 
Motion  was  tabled  in  the  Legislative 
Counoit  <A  the  Transvaal  that  this  money 
should  not  be  advanced.   At  any  rate 
we  are  in  possession  of  the  fact  that  the 
loan  has  not  been  brought  out,  and  that 
the  first  instalment  has  not  been  paid. 
We  want  further  information.    We  want 
to  know  what  was  the  close  of  these 
negotiations  which  were  going  on  in 
July  last.   Can  tiie  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man inform  us,  and  can  he  table  the 
correspondence  of  the  samel    Can  he 
inform  the  House  of  the  views  of  the 
Transvaal  authorities  on  the  subject  ?  I 
gather  from  his  nodding  assent  that  he 
will  be  able  to  give  us  full  information 
as  to  why,  in  respect  of  this  guaranteed 
advance,  they  have  now  gone  back  from 
the  guarantee  they  gave.   It  is  a  matter 
in  which  there  ought  to  be  further  inves- 
tigation   and  information   from  the 
Government,  and  when  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary gives  this  information  we  should 
also  like  to  get  from  him  information  on 
the  other  points,  as  to  which  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
asked,  with  regard  to  Transvaal  finance. 
The  statement  made  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  is  rather  disquieting, 
both  as  regards  the  £10,000.000  and  the 
interest  of  the  £30,000,000.    I  think  we 
ought  to  get  from  the  Colonial  Secretary 
some  particulars  on  this  subject.  The 
House  is  well  aware  that  the  security 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on.  the 
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£35,000,000  depends  primarily  on  the 
railway  revenue  the  IVansvaal.  and, 
beyond  that,  on  the  general  assets  of  Uie 
two  colonies  combined.  In  the  middle 
of  last  summer  Lotd  Mllner  had  what 
seemed  to  some  of  ua  somewhat  rosy 
anticipation  as  to  tlie  development  of 
the  revenue  and  the  restriction  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  Transvaal,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  have  &om  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary a  complete  statement  as  to  the 
railway  revenue,  and  also  the  general 
revenue  for  the  half-year  ended  December 
Slst  last,  and,  further,  as  to  the  separate 
expenditure  of  the  two  colonies  for  that 
period,  and  the  joint  expenditure  for  the 
South  African  Constabulary.  Such  infor- 
mation would  give  us  an  idea  as 
to  how  far  the  finances  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  the  Orange  River  Colony  have 
declined  during  the  past  half-year, 
and  enable  us  to  mbke  some  rational 
estimate  of  the  probabilities  of  the 
future.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
when  the  Bill  was  under  discussion  the 
£36,000,000  were  devoted  to  a  variety 
of  objects,  and.  the  amounts  to  be  paid 
for  specific  parposes  were  left  somewhat 
vs^e  and  general.  Will  the  right  hon. 
Qentlemannow  tell  us  what  has  been  paid 
for  the  purchase  of  railways,  and  state 
the  correct  estimate  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  between  the  military  and 
colonial  authorities  with  regard  to  the 
railways  ?  By  so  doing  he  will  strengthen 
our  knowlet^e  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  South  Africa,  and  reassure  the  rational 
fears  which  we  fee!  as  to  the  security  for 
the  loan  of  £35,000,000,  and  as  to  the 
possible  future  fulfilment  of  the  pledges 
of  the  Transvaal  and  the  guarantors  with 
regard  to  the  £30,000.000,  and  particularly 
the  &8t  instalment  due  in  January  of 
tiiis  year. 

*SiB  HOWABD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  am  sure  that  all  Members  of 

the  House  who  took  part  in  the  recent 
visit  to  the  French  Deputies  appreciate 
the  mention  in  the  King's  Speech 
of  the  great  courtesy  and  attention 
which  they  received.  It  is  impossible 
to  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  hospi- 
tality and  kindness  with  which  we 
were  received  by  the  French  Deputies,  the 
French  Oovemment,  the  Mayors,  the 
Presidents  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
3Ir.  Buchanan. 


and  the  French  people  generally.  The 
Fresid^t  of  the  Freosh  B^hlic,  in  re- 
ceiving the  Dq»ntation,  xefeoed  in  these 
terms  to  the  visit — 

"  There  is  infinite  cauBe  to  be  glad  for  the 
movemeot  which  is  going  forward  and  now  be- 
ing carried  on  bv  the  two  {^eat  weetero  nations. 
A  new  era  of  fraternity  is  openios  before  us 
which  must  never  be  permitted  to  cToae." 

It  would  have  been  unworthy  not  to 
acknowledge  the  kindness  with  which 
we  were  received,  and  the  pains  taken 
in  the  matter  by  Baron  D'Estournelles 
I  de  Constant  and  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Romford  Division  of  Bssex. 

The  mention  in  the  Speech  of  the  re- 
demption of  the  promise  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister  of  New  ZeaUnd  to 
inaugurate  preferential  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  New  Zealand  will 
afford  great  aatisf action.  The  mover  <d 
the  Address  referred  to  the  fact  that 
five  years  ago  Canada  established  this 
preferential  treatment  of  British  goods, 
and  on  the  visit  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  West  Birmingham  to 
South  Africa  the  Customs  Convention 
gave  a  preference  of  25  per  cent,  to 
British  ^>ods  entering  the  South  African 
markets.  The  fact  that  this  preference 
has  been  established  in  New  Zealand 
and  that  the  proposal  has  been  so  warmly 
taken  up  by  the  Legislature  and  the 
people  of  the  colony,  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  a  great  relief  to  large  numbers 
of  people  in  this  country  who  are  suffer- 
ing from  the  present  depression  of  trade. 
The  condition  of  affairs  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
Labour  Oa^dte  for  the  present  month. 
In  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  there 
was  much  that  was  interesting  and 
amusing,  but  it  contained  no  pro- 
posal or  suggestion  tending  to  provide  a 
remedy  for  the  actual  condition  of  things 
which  exists.  According  to  the  Labour 
Gazette,  37,500  trades  unionists  were  out 
of  employment  at  the  latter  end  of 
December.  If  that  is  the  case  with 
regard  to  skilled  artisans,  it  is  quit« 
certain  that  the  state  of  affairs  with  re- 
gard to  unskilled  labour  is  infinitely 
worse,  though  no  definite  returns  are 
available.  During  the  years  1901-2-4 
3,000,000  workpeople  sustained  decrease 
in  wages,  while  on  a  single  day  in 
December  last  370,469  smnUi^in  the 
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United  Kiogdom  were  dependent  on 
poor  law  relief  for  their  existence. 
Uoreover,  during  the  year  1903 
261,363  peisons  emigrated  from  the 
United  ^ngdom,  going  for  the  most 
part  to  oouDtries  when  their  indostry 
and  laboni  would  be  protected,  in  despair 
of  being  able  to  obtain  a  livelihood  in 
this  country.  We  must  express  our 
gratitude  that  the  first  measure  men- 
tioned in  the  Speech  is  one  to  deal  with 
tiieevil  of  alien  immigration,  to  which  for 
many  years  some  of  us  have  called 
attention.  While  over  260,000  people 
emigrated  from  the  United  Kingdom  last 
year,  their  places  were  taken  by  no  less 
than  82.000  of  the  scum  of  Eastern 
Europe.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
said  that  these  people  came  from  the 
most  highly  protected  countries,  thereby 
implying  that  they  were  dissati^ed  with 
their  coodition  in  those  countries ;  but 
what  about  the  260,000 who  left  the  Free 
Trade  market  of  this  country  to  go  to 
countries  where  their  industry  would  be 
protected  ?  I  earnestly  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  introduce  the  promised  Bill  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  and  press  it 
forward  with  the  utmost  speed.  This 
is  not  the  first  time  that  such  a  Bill  has 
been  announced.  A  measure  was 
promised  in  1896,  and  in  the  subsequent 
eeasioD  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  (>oydon  stated  that  the 
Government  had  no  intention  of  depart- 
ing from  the  pledges  they  had  given  on 
the  subject,  but,  with  the  exception  of 
the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission, 
nothing  further  has  been  heard  of  the 
matter  until  now. 

There  is  only  one  other  matter  to 
which  I  desire  to  refer,  and  that  is  the 
general  problem  of  the  Army  and  War 
Office  reform.  The  scheme  which 
appeared  in  the  papers  yesterday  has 
been  well  received  generally.  There  is 
one  matter  of  military  administration 
which  is  very  serious  indeed,  and  presses 
for  early  consideration  and  ameliOTation 
— the  condition  of  the  Militia  and 
Volunteer  forces.  Both  of  those  branches 
of  the  auxiliary  forces  show  a  serious 
decline.  It  is  harder  than  ever  to  get 
officers  for  the  Volunteers;  the  force  is 
ander-officeied  to  the  extent  of  between 
2,000  and  3,000 ;  recruits  are  coming  in 
very  slowly  indeed,  and  the  resignations 
ore  very  numerous.   1  am  aware  that  a 


Conu^ission  is  at  present  inquiring  into 
these  matters,  and  it  will  be  difficult  for 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  brin^  forward 
any  scheme  until  that  Commueion  has 
reported.  The  matter,  however,  is  an 
extremely  urgent  one,  and  the  recent 
speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
gives  us  great  hope  that  in  bis  bauds 
the  Volunteer  force  will  receive  fairer 
treatment  and  better  consideration  than 
it  has  recently  experienced,  at  the  huids 
of  the  military  authorities. 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland) :  Perhaps  I  ought  to  apologise 
tot  intervening  in  the  debate,  but  I  do 
so  for  the  purpose  of  asking  a  definite 
Question  on  a  matter  of  oonsid^ble 
public  importance.  In  the  debate  on 
the  Amendment  moved  to  the  Address 
last  year,  calling  attention  to  the  cas9 
of  the  London  and  Globe  Finance 
Corporation,  the  view  was  taken  by  the 
Government  that  the  present  state  of 
the  law  did  not  enable  them  to  advise 
a  prosecution  in  the  oasa  as  matters  then 
stood,  but  the  Prime  Minister  gave  a 
definite  pledge  that  legislation  should  be 
introduced  to  amend  the  law  in  the 
respects  in  which  it  was  held  to  be 
defective.  The  words  of  the  Prime 
Ministerwere— ;  j^3;  .j  ^; 

'*  I  ask  the  Hooh  to  be  content  with  the 
pledge  that  I  have  eiven,  that  we  shonid  en- 
aeiTOor  to  ameDd  the  law  in  accordance  with 
that  broad  view  of  commercial  morality  bo  ably 
defended  by  my  hon.  friend." 

./'No  reference  whatever  is  made  in  the 
King*B  Speech  to  that  pledge  or  to  the 
subject  on  which  it  was  given.  As  the 
Attomey-Gteneral  is  in  his  place,  and  in 
view  of  a  debate  which  I  understand 
is  to  be  raised  on  an  Amendment  re- 
ferring to  the  matter,  I  trust  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  may  be  able  to 
explain  to  the  House  why  no  reference 
i  has  been  made  to  the  matter. 

The    attorney-general  (Sir 
Robert  Finlat,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I 
feel  that  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  a  perfectly  reasonable  one.  As 
I  regards  the  inquiry  with  which  he  con- 
.  eluded  I  would  remind  the  House  that  it 
I  is  not  necessary  to  include  in  the  King's 
L  Speech  every  matter  with  regard  to 
I  what  it  may  be  the  intention  of  the 
)  Government  to   introduce  legislation, 
I  but  I  shall    certainly  eudea.vour  to 
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answer  fully  and  frankly  the  substance 
of  the  Question  which  tiie  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  put  to  me,  and  for  that  purpose 
I  think  l^e  House  will  agree  that  it  is 
probably  desirable  that  I  should  enter 
into  matters  on  which  my  mouth  was 
closed  while  the  case  out  of  which  this 
Question  arises  was  still  pending.  When 
this  matter  was  under  discosaion  a  year 
ago  r  told  the  House  that  nothing  would 
induce  me  to  say  a  word  which  would 
prejudice  either  t^e  prosecution  or  the 
defence,  and  to  that  resolution  I  adhered. 
Now,  of  course,  no  such  considerations 
are  applicable,  and  I  am  at  liberty  fully 
to  answer  the  'Question  asked  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  desire  to  say,  before 
I  enter  into  the  matter,  that  I  hope  that 
the  fact  that  this  Question  has  been 
raised  at  this  stage  and  that  I  now  make 
a  statement  upon  it,  will  not  in  any 
way  interfere  hereafter  with  the  fullest 
possible  discussion  of  the  Question  which 
the  House  may  desire.  Opportunities 
may  arise  hereafter,  and  it  certainly 
would  be  my  desire,  and  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  it  would  be  t^e  desire  of 
the  GoTemment,  that  the  fullest  possible 
discussion  which  the  House  might  think 
requisite,  should  take  place  upon  this 
subject.  In  the  first  place,  I  wish  to 
make  clear  one  matter  on  which  I  think 
tiiere  is  a  good  deal  of  misconception. 
It  seems  to  have  been  supposed  that  the 
decision  as  to  not  putting  the  Director 
of  Public  Piosecntions  in  motion  in  the 
case  of  Whitaker  Wright  was  the  decision 
of  the  Government.  It  was  nothing  of 
the  kind.  The  sole  responsibility  for 
that  decision  rests  upon  myself  as 
Attorney-General.  It  is  not  a  case  in 
which  the  Government  decide.  It  is  not 
a  case  in  which  the  Government  are 
advised  by  the  Law  Officers.  The  law 
casts  upon  the  Attorney-General  the 
duty  of  deciding  upon  such  a  c^aestion 
in  what  I  may  call  almost  a  judicial 
capacity.  In  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
which  the  law  devolves  upon  him  no 
other  member  of  the  Government  either 
can  or  would  dream  of  endeavouring  to 
ioterfere  with  his  discretion. 

A  NATIONALIST  MEMBER:  On 
what  principle  do  yon  send  people  to 

gaol  1 

Sia  ROBERT  FINLAY:  One  other 
obserraticm  I  desire  to  make  is  that 

Sir  Robert  Finhy. 


the  req>onsibility  of  the  Attorney -General 
in  this  matter  is  not  one  which  is  to  be 
shared  with  any  of  his  colleagues.  I 
am  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  invalu- 
able assistance  which  I  have  derived  in 
this  and  in  all  other  cases  from  the 
gentlemen  who  have  co-operated  with  me, 
but  the  decision  rests  with  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  for  that  decision  those  who 
have  assisted  him  in  the  matter  are  in 
no  sense  responsible.   The  sole  respona- 
bility  rests  upon  him  alone,  and  it  is  the 
Attorney-General  alone  who  is  answerable 
to  the  House  and  the  country  for  the 
manner    in    which   he   exercises  his 
responsibility.    In    dealing   with  the 
question  as  to  putting   the  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions  in  motion  the 
Attorney-General,  as  I  have  said,  must 
decide  almost  as  if  he  were  a  judge. 
It  is  for  me  to  decide  in  a  quasi  judicial 
capacity.    I  have  referred  to  the  fact 
that  last  year  I  said  that  on  the  subject 
of  the  grounds  of  my  decision  my  mouth 
was  dosed,  because  a  summons  was  then 
pending  before  a   judge  for  leave  to 
prosecute,  and  I  felt  that  anytiiing  I 
attempted  to  say  in  justification  of 
myseU  might  have  operated  either  to 
help  the  prosecution  or  the  defence, 
and  no  consideration  relating  to  myself 
would  induce  me  to  utter  one  syllable 
which  would  interfere  with  a  fair  and 
unprejudiced  ixivX  of  any  case  which 
was  pending.   Now  I  am  at  Ubertyt 
after  what  has  taken  place,  to  state 
what  my  grounds  were;  and  I  tiiink 
that,  in  answering  the  Question  put  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  House  is  entitled 
to  expect  from  me  not  only  a  categorical 
answer  to  the  Question,  but  also  an 
explicit  statement  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  I  took  the  action  I  did  in  the 
case  of  Whitaker  Wright,  and  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  tiiought,  as  I 
still  think,  that  an  amendment  of  the 
law  is  urgently  required.   What  I  have 
to  say,  of  course,  as  to  the  grounds  on 
which  I  acted  relates  solely  to  the  case 
as  it  appeared  on  the  materials  then 
before  me  in  1902,  when  I  had  to  decide 
upon  it.  I  am  about  to  deal  with  the 
case  as  it  was  then  presented  to  me. 
With  regard  to  the  subsequent  prosecu- 
tion and  the  result  of  these  proceedings, 
I  have  one  thing  to  say  to  the  House, 
and  one  only,  and  that  is  that  since 
the  case    luts  been   terminated  the 
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TreMory  have,  with  my  full  coaoui- 
raue,  determined  that  they  ought  to 
bear  the  cost  of  the  proeecution.  I 
now  proceed  to  state  what  were  the 
groonds  that  actuated  me  in  the  oonne 
which  I  took. 

ffhitaker   Wright  was,  as  is  well- 
known  to  the  House,  the  managing 
director  of  the  Globe  Company.  The 
Globe    Company    was   a  company 
whuh  carried  on  a  highly  specula- 
tive buainesa.     In  the  year  1900  it 
lisd  got  into  very  great  difficulties, 
and  Whitaker  Wri^t,  on  behalf  of  the 
company,  engaged  in  an  enterprise  which 
was  intended  to  restore   its  fortunes. 
That  enterprise  was  this — he  endeavoured 
to  establish  what  is  called  a  corner,  on 
a  very  \axge  scale,  in  the  shares  of  a 
eompasy  called  the  Lake  View,  a  comer 
in  Lake  View  Consols;  and  tiie  par- 
ticular operation  that  he  was  engaged 
upon  was  this — he  entered  into  contracts 
for  the  purchase  of  Lake  View  Consols 
on  a  very  large  scale,  and  at  the  same 
tinie  he  was  taking  measures  to  secure 
that  the   very  shares  which  he  was 
baying  should  be  under  his  control,  so 
that  many  of  the  sellers  to  him  would 
have  to  go  to  him  when  the  day  for 
delivny  came  and  give  him  any  t^ms 
he  chose  to  ask  for  in  order  that  they 
might  be  in  a  position  to  fulfil  the 
purchase.    That  was  the  operation.  If 
that  operation  had  succeeded,  as  it  very 
nearly  did  succeed,  the  fortunes  of  the 
Olobe   Company  would  have  been  to 
a  very  great  extent  retrieved.   It  failed. 
The  enterprise  in  itself  was,  in  my 
view,  contrary  to  every  sound  •  code  of 
commercial  morality.    I  believe  that 
it  is  an  absolutely  immoral  thing  for 
a  man  to  enter  into  a  transaction  of 
that  kind  when  he  is  bujring  and  at 
the  same  time  is  taking  steps  to  prevent 
those  from    whom  he  is  buyii^;  from 
being    able   to  fulfil   their  contracts, 
except  by  submitting  to  any  terms  he 
may  choose  to  dictate.   Further  than 
that,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
such    an    enterprise  falls   within  the 
range  of  the  criminal  law  if  it  is  carried 
out  by  several  persona  in  combination, 
at  least  if  'any  circumstances  of  mis- 
lepresmtation   attend    it.     I  most 
carefully  conrideied  t^  question  m 
the  summer   of   1902,  and    I  most 
certainly    should    have    directed  a 
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prosecution  of  Whitaker  Wright  for  a 
conspiracy  of  this  kind  if  it  had  been 
possible  to  obtain  any  evidence  tiiat 
others  acted  in  conspiracy  with  him 
in  the  matter.  I  was  informed  that  no 
evidence  of  that  kind  was  obtainable. 
So  strongly  did  I  feel  upon  this  point 
that  I  adjourned  the  consultation  in  order 
that  inquiries  might  be  made  as  to 
whether  any  such  evidence  could  be 
obtained.  I  was  informed  that  no  such 
evidence  was  obtainable,  that  Whitaker 
Wright  had  (grated  in  substance  alone. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  criminal  law 
can  reach  an  enterprise  of  this  kind 
carried  out  by  one  person  by  himself 
and  not  in  combination  with  others. 
The  law  of  conspiracy  would  not  apply. 
The  question,  therefore,  was  reduced  to 
this,  whether  I  could  properly  direct  a 
Treasury  prosecution  of  Whitaker 
Wright  for  issuing  a  fraudulent  balance 
sheet. 

The    balance  sheet  of  1900,  in  my 
opinion  —  and    I    of    course  speak 
only  of  the   case  upon  the  evidence 
as  it   was  submitted  to  me  in  the 
summer  of  1902 — contained  statements 
which  were  grossly  untrue.    That  was 
the  impressitm  I   formed  upon  the 
evidence  before    me,   and    I  do  not 
pretend  to  speak  as  to  anything  else. 
But  then  a  further  question  arose  before 
a  prosecution  could  be  properly  directed, 
and  that  was  the  question  as  to  the 
intent  with  which  these  misrepresentations 
had    been  made.     Now    I  feel  very 
strongly  that   the   law  ought  to  be 
that  any  wilful  misrepresentation  in  any 
document  issued  by  officials  of  a  company 
ought  to  be  punishable.  The  shareholders 
and  the  creditors  of  the  company  are 
entitled  to  know  the  truth ;  and  whatever 
the  intent  with  which  a  misleading 
statement  is  put  forth,  if  that  misleading 
and  untrue  statement  is  wilfnUy  made,  I 
think  the  officials  of  the  company  who 
malffi  that  statement  ought  to  be  punish- 
able.    But  beyond  all  controversy  that 
was  not  the  law  up  to  the  end  of 
December,    1900.     It   was  necessary, 
further,  that  the  misrepresentation  should 
have  been  made  with  intent  to  defraud 
certain  classes  of  persons.  The  question 
depended  upon  Section  84  of  the  Larceny 
Act  of  1861 .  According  to  the  provisions 
of  that  section  there  must  not  only  have 
been  misrepresentation  in  a  document 
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issaed  by  the  officials,  but  that  mis- 
lepiesentation  must  have  been  with 
intent  to  deceive  or  defraud  shtucehold^ 
or  creditors,  or  to  induce  persona  to 
become  shareholdos  in  the  company,  or 
to  induce  persons  to  entrust  or  advance 
property  to  the  company,  or  to  become 
security  for  the  company.   The  section 
does  not  provide  at  all  for  the  case  of 
misrepresentations  made  with  the  general 
intent  to  defraud  the  public,  unteas  it 
happen  to  fall  within  the  particular 
ohuBes  to  which  I  have  referred  as 
enumerated  in  the  section.    The  most 
material  intent  for  this  purpose  was  the 
intent  to  deceive  or  defraud  shareholders 
or  creditors.    The  word  deceive  in  that 
collocation,  ip  my  mind,  means,  substanti- 
ally, the  same  thing  as  defraud — that  is, 
to  mislead  persons  on  questions  of  fact 
with    a    view    to   prejudicing  them 
pecuniarily.   I  cannot  better  illustrate 
my    meaning    than    by   quoting  to 
the  House  the  language  in  which  Chief 
Justice  Cockbum  charged  the  jury  in  a 
case  under  this  section  in  the  year  1880, 
The  case  was  one  of  great  magnitude, 
the  trial  of  which  extended  over  many  | 
days.  It  was  a  prosecution  under  this  i 
same  Section  84  of  the  Larceny  Act  of 
1861.  It  was  a  case  in  which  the  araets  | 
of  the  company  had  been  dissipated  in 
rash  speculation,  and  after  that  had ; 
tiken  place  the  directors  issued  a  balance 
sheet  in  which  certain  of  the  assets  of ' 
the  company  were  most  grossly  over- 
valued.   The   summing   up   of    Chief  | 
Justice  Cockbum  appeared  in  The  Times 
of  Hay  6th,  1880.  In  the  course  of  that  | 
summing  up  he  dealt  with  the  question  i 
of  the  intentional  misrepresentation  of , 
the  facts  in  stating  that  assets  that  were  , 
said  to  be  worthless  were  of  the  value  of  | 
between  one  and  two  millions.    Then  he  , 
came  to  the  question  of  intent,  and  he  j 
said,  addressing  the  jury — '  | 

"  Unt  even  if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  ' 
theuccouDta  were  intentioaally  falsified,  that  | 
alone  would  not  be  sufficient  to  determine  this 
quesUoD,  because,  even  if  yon  an  of  c^inion  I 
tnat  the  defeadanta  acted  contrary  to  their  \ 
duty  in  treatinK  this  property  u  a  real  and  | 
substantial  asset  of  the  company,  you  will  have  . 
to  say  whether  you  are  satisfied  that  they  did 
so  with  the  fraudulent  purpose  of  defraudit)e 
the  Bharefaolders  and  the  creditors  of  the  com- 
pany or  to  induce  persons  to  become  sh&re- 
ikolders  in  order  to  defraud  them  aino.  There 
would  scarcely  have  been  any  intentioa  on 
their  part  to  defraud  the  sliareholdan  and  the 
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creditors,  because  it  ia  plain  that  the  very  best 
thing  that  oould  be  doDe  under  the  eucom- 
staneea  in  the  intereata  of  tht  ^uixeholden  and 
of  the  creditors  was  to  keep  the  bank  going." 

Sir  John  Holker,  I  should  observe,  was 
then  Attorney-General,  and  tiiis  was  a 
Treasury  prosecution.   The  CSiief  Justice 

continues — 

"  Sir  John  Holker  suggested  that  that  vss 
the  very  modve  of  the  fraud  he  imputes  to  the 
defendants.  But  how  oouid  keeping  the  bank 
goine  defraud  the  shareholders  or  the  creditors! 
No  doubt  to  have  made  the  real  state  of  thinp 
known  would  have  been  to  have  produced  an 
iiQinediate  depreciation  of  the  property  of  tha 
shareholders,  antl  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
shareholders  that  the  facta  should  be  kept,  ai 
it  were,  in  abeyance,  and  not  at  tmce  disclaMd 
so  as  to  alarm  the  public." 

I  do  not  think  that  ought  to  be  the 
law.   I  think  that  if  an  untrue  state- 
ment is  made  by  officials  of  a  company 
in  the  balance  sheet  they  ought  to  be 
amenable  to  the  criminal  law.   But  io 
deciding  this  matter  one  could  only  deal 
with  the  criminal  law  as  it  stood  at  the 
time  when  the  transactions  took  place. 
I  therefore  bad  to  inquire  before  I  set 
the  Public  Prosecutor  in  motion  whether, 
on  the  facts  before  me,  the  intentim  of 
Whitaker  Wright  in  making  these  mis- 
statements in  Hhe  balance-sheet  was  to 
defraud  any  class  of  persons  mentioned 
in  the  section.    After  most  carefully 
considering  the    matter   on    all  the 
materials  that  were  at  ray  disposal  in 
1902,  when  I  determined  this  point,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  purpose  of  these 
mis-statements  was  really  to  support 
a  comer  which,  if  suooessfnl,  vroald  have 
Te*established  the  fortunes  of  the  com- 
pany, to  keep  the  company  going  till 
it  succeeded ;  and,  however  reprehensible 
the  whole  enterprise  in  its  very  nature 
was,  however  reprehensible  these  mis- 
representations which  were  intended  to 
assist  it  were,  that  it  was  done,  not 
with  intent  to  injure,  bat  with  a  deBiie 
to  benefit,  the  shareholders    and  the 
creditors  of  the  Globe  Company.  That 
was  the  real  substance  of  the  matter 
with  regard  to  this  transaction  in  tiie 
year   1900.      As  regards  the  balance 
sheet    of  1899,  there   is   one  farther 
observation  which  I  should  make.  The 
Official  Receiver  did  not   bring  the 
balance  sheet  of  1899  before  me  at  all  as 
a  possible  subject  of  prosecution .    It  wa? 
brought  before  me  subsequently  in  the 
month  of  December,  1902,  by  Bb.  Flower. 
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I,  with  my  colleagues,  had  a  long  consult- 
ation uptm  this  point.  The  Official 
Beceiver  reported  to  me  that,  in  his 
(pinion,  the  case  upon  this  balance-sheet 
of  1899  was  a  veiy  weak  one  upon  the  fact 
of  misrepresentation .  Upon  these  mater- 
ials I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  ought 
not  to  direct  that  the  Public  Prosecutor 
should  institute  a  Tieasniy  piosecation  in 
this  case. 

I  need   hardly    say  that  the  {act 
Uiat  the  case  is  not  taken  up  by  the  Public 
Prosecutor  sets  no  bar  whatever  against 
a  prosecution  by  anyone  else.  Anyone 
may  issue  a  prosecution,  and  anyone, 
where  a  company  is  in  liquidation,  may 
apply  to  the  judge  for  a  direction  that, 
at  the  expense  of  the  estate,  a  prosecution 
be  instituted.    My  decision  was  given 
and'  announced  in  this  House  in  the 
summer  of  1902.   It  was  open  to  those 
who  desired  a  prosecution  either  to  pro- 
secute themselves  or  to  apply  at  once  to 
the  Judge  in  whose  court  the  winding* 
up  of  the  company  was  proceedin  g . 
Nothing  of  that  kind  was  done  until  the 
month  of  January,  1903.   During  the 
six  months  that  elapsed   before  that 
application  was  made,  attempts  were 
made  in  vturious  ways  to  induce  me  to 
give  the  weight  of  tiie  name  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  to  the 
proposed  proceedings.   I  think  the  House 
will  agree  that  it  is  absolutely  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  notice  any  suggestions 
that  were  made,  that  my  action  in  this 
caae  was  due  to  any  unworthy  motive ; 
and   I  think  the  House  will  further 
tkgtw  with  me  that  it  is  important,  and* 
indeed  essential,  that  those  with  whom 
the  responsibility  of  administering  the 
criminal  law  rests  should  not  allow 
-themselves  to  be  urged  into  action  either 
by  pressure  or  by  dread  of  misrepresenta- 
tion of  their  motives. 

There  is  anotiier  consideration  which 
luid  weight  with  me  in  determining 
whether  Uus  was  a  case  in  which  the 
Director  of  Public  Proseontaons  should 
lend  all  the  weight  of  his  name  and 
aathority  to  the  proceedings  that  were 
desired.  Many  Members  of  the  House 
will  be  aware  that  in  the  year 
1902  an  action  was  pending  by  the 
<}lobe  Company  against  certain  brokers 
ior  Belling  shares  in  the  Lake  View 
Company,  in  breach,  it  was  said,  of  agree- 
ment not  to  sell  undier  a  certain  price,  and 


by  that  sale  tmder  the  agreed  price  caus- 
ing the  collapse  of  the  whole  scheme  on 
wUch  Whitaker  Wright  had  relied  for  the 
restoration  of  the  fortunes  of  the  Globe 
Company.  If  that  action  had  succeeded 
large  damages  would  have  been  recovered 
for  the  shareholders  and  creditors  of  the 
Globe  Company.  That  action  was  con- 
tinued by  the  Official  Receiver ;  it  had 
been  commenced  by  the  company  before 
the  company  went  into  Uqmtution.  The 
question  of  directing  a  prosecution  was 
never  brought  before  me  until  after  that 
action  had  failed,  as  it  failed  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1902.  In  that  action  Whitaker 
Wright  had  been  the  principal  witness 
— in  fact,  the  material  witness  who  was 
put  forward  on  behalf  of  the  company. 
All  the  matters  which  were  relied  upon 
in  respect  of  the  application  for  a  prose- 
cution had  been  Imown  for  a  long  time 
and  were  known  while  that  action  was 
pending.  The  question  I  had  to  consider 
was  whether  the  Public  Prosecutor  should, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Official  Receiver, 
when  the  action  failed,  lend  the  weight 
of  his  name  to  a  prosecution  in  respect 
of  these  very  matters  which  had  been 
known  at  the  time  when  Whitaker 
Wright  was  put  forward  as  a  witness  in 
support  of  that  action.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  such  a  course  would  have  been  open 
to  very  strong  and  just  observation. 

As  regards  the  alteration  of  the  law  in 
the  future,  I  have  two  things  to  say.  The 
first  is  this — I  am  not  prepared  to 
recommend  to  the  House  to  proceed  to 
deal  with  the  law  affecting  what  are 
called  comers,  or  the  analogous  subject 
of  rigging  the  market.  The  question  is 
one  of  very  great  intricacy,  and  legis- 
lation upon  it,  however  desirable  in  the 
interests  of  commercial  morality,  would 
be  attended  with  very  great  difficulties. 
I  should  like  that  something  should  be 
done  in  this  matter,  but  it  cannot  be 
done  until  after  very  full  and  complete 
inquiry  into  the  whole  subject,  and  the 
views  are  ascertained,  not  only  of 
lawyers,  but  of  business  men,  with  regard 
to  it.  With  reference  to  the  question  of 
making  punishable  the  issue  of  statements 
by  officials  of  public  companies  which 
they  know  to  be  unteue,  I  have  a  very 
strong  and  definite  opioion  that  legis- 
lation ouf^ht  to  proceed  on  the  lines 
adopted  m  the  28th  Section  of  the 
Companies  Act    of   1900^  By  that 
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section,  which  relates  only  to  docn- 
mentB  required  by,  or  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Act  of  1900,  any  wilfully 
false  statement  in  such  a  document  is  a 
misdemeanour.  The  provision  is  not 
encumbered  with  the  necessity  of  proving 
intent  to  defraud  any  classes  of  peisotis 
such  as  contained  in  the  84th  Section  of 
the  Larcei^  Act  (rf  1861.  Now,  surely 
this  is  right.  Shareholders  and  creditors, 
in  regard  to  statements  promulgated  by 
the  officials  of  companies,  are  entitled  to 
have  the  truth,  and  any  wilful  mis-state- 
ment by  officials  of  companies  in  such 
documents  should  be  an  ofience.  If  there 
is  no  intent  to  defraud^  that  ought  to  go 
and  would  go  in  mitigation  of  punish- 
ment* but  if  a  mis-statement  is  wilfully 
made,  in  my  judgment  in  every  case,  it 
ought  to  be  amenable  to  the  criminal 
law.  If  such  a  change  were  made  it 
would  relieve  all  those  who  have  to  deal 
in  subsequent  cases  with  such  problems 
as  came  before  me  in  1902,  from  the 
difficulty  which  attended  the  proposal 
that  I  diould  direct  the  Public  Prosecu- 
tor to  institute  a  Treasury  prosecution  in 
this  particular  case.  I  think  I  have  an- 
swered the  Question  which  was  put  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  in  conclu- 
sion, I  have  only  to  say  this :  any  Attor- 
ney-General would  be  unfit  for  his  posi- 
tion, who  from  any  by-motive  failed  to 
proseoute  in  a  proper  case,  and  nuxe  than 
that,  and  on  llie  other  hand,  any  Attor- 
ney-General would  be  unfit  for  his 
position,  who,  because  a  particular  pro- 
secution would  be  a  popular  thing  to  do, 
sets  the  Public  Prosecutor  in  motiou 
without  being  satisfied  that  it  is  a 
proper  case  for  that  intervention. 
Indeed  where  a  case  has  in  it  materials 
which  are  likely  to  inflame  public  feeling, 
I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  imder  whose  orders  the  Public 
Prosecutor  has  to  act,  to  be  very  cautious 
as  to  what  his  action  is.  Whatever 
view  may  be  taken  of  the  conclusion  at 
which  I  arrived  on  the  materials  which 
were  before  me  in  1902,  I  feel  perfectly 
certain  that  the  House— and  I  hope  I 
nay  say  that  every  hon.  Member,  in 
whatever  part  of  the  House  he  may  sit 
— will  have  no  doubt  that  in  this  cose  I 
acted  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  with 
a  single  eye  to  the  discharge  of  those 
delicate  and  responsible  duties  which  the 
law  casts  upon  tiw  Attorney-General. 

Sir  Robert  Finla^. 


*Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has,  with  that  lucidity  which  we  all 
admire,  dealt  with  this  case  as  it  con- 
cerns himself  personally.    I  do  not  rise  to 
offer  any  observations  on  his  remarita 
further  than  to  say  that  I  am  sure  I  for 
one  willingly  concur  in  the  sentence 
with  which  he  concluded  his  speech. 
I  rise  rather  to  make  some  remarks  in 
continuation  of  those  which  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Perthshire  earlier 
in  the  evening,  and  which  I  wish  had 
been  listened  to  by  a  more  crowded 
House  than  that  which  the  hon.  Member 
acUiressed.   He  put  some  very  searching 
questions  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  i» 
now  in  the  position  of  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  I  am  about  to  follow  up  those  ques- 
tions by  some  others.    In  the  excellent 
speech  to  which  we  listened  from  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  it  was  re- 
marked that  this  was  the  first  time  for  long 
— ten  or  twelve  years,  I  think  I  might  say 
— that  we  have  had  no  mention  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  of  South  Africa. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  holds  the  seals  of  tiiat 
office  has  found  and  will  find  that  South 
Africa  bulks  very  largely  in  the  labours 
he  has  to  undergo,  and  will  do  for  many 
a  day.   We  are  all  familiar  with  tiw 
rosy  pictures  drawn  from  the  Benches 
opposite,  and   notably   by   the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  that  country — how 
we  were  to  get  repayment  of  the  money 
advanced,  how  the  country  was  to  be  a 
field  for  emigration  of   white  labour 
and  so  forth.   The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  a  most  remarkable  speech 
on  6th  May  last,  beside   which  the 
speech    of    any    company  promoter 
perfectly  pales.   In  that  speech,  which 
occupies    nearly    thirty    columns  of 
"Hansard,^'  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
came  under  some  very  serious  obligations. 
I  hope  in  this  connection  we  shall  have 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary  very  explicit 
assurances  on  the   head   of  finance. 
With  respect  to  the  £30,000,000,  the 
late    Colonial   Secretary    used  rather 
significant  language  on  the  6th  May, 
1903.   He  then  said  ^ 

"  It  is  true  we  are  not  dealing  to-day  with 
the  raiaing  of  the  £30.000,000  which  wUl  be 
required  in  order  to  pay  the  British  Exoheqaet 
ihio  contribnticMi  the  epkmies  are  willing  to 
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luke;  .biit  the  whole  arrangemeDt  must  be 
treated  together ;  and  I  might  almost  say  that 
the  BDpport  of  the  Committee  to  the  loan  which 
is  now  under  ooorideratian  is  under  condition 
not  upon  the  oontribntion  of  £80,000,000  to 
which  I  have  referred." 

My  hon.  friend  dealt  so  fully  with  the 
details  of  the  finance  that  I  shall  not 
aay  a  word  more  on  that  subject. 

I  turn  to  what  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion said  as  to  the   importation  of 
CSiinese  labour  into  the  Transvaal.  We 
want  a  great  deal  more  information  on 
that  subject.   It  is  quite  true  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  given  us  to-day 
two  Reports  of  the  Labour  Commission, 
but  these  Reports  aia  unaccompanied  by 
the  evidence.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  very  well  that  the  essence  of  the 
case  often  lies  in  the  evidence.  I  notice  in 
fanning    through  the    Reports  that 
diey   r^er    to    the    evidence,  and, 
therefore,  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
Repor.'s  are  very  imperfect,  and  of  very 
little  use  indeed,  until  you  can  refer  to 
the  evidence.     I  hope  when  the  right 
hon.  Omtleraan  ^aks  he  will  tell  us 
when  we  may  expect  the  evidence  that 
was  placed  before  the  Labour  Commis- 
sion.   This  subject  cannot  be  over- 
estimated in  importance.  It  is  many 
years  now  since  the  action  of  George 
m.  and  his  Ministers  in  refusing  to 
allow  the  American  Colonies  to  put  an 
end  to  the  slave  trade  of  that  day.  The 
wh<Ae  difficulty  in  the  United  States 
came  from  the  action  of  the  English 
Ministers  with  respect  to  the  intrusion 
of  black  labour  in  that  country.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
remembers  the  debates  on  the  question  of 
^anaW  labour  in  Queensland,  but  if  he 
looks  into  "  Hansard,"  he  will  see  the  part 
tliat  many  of  us  took  in  regard  to  that 
qneetion.   It  is  remarkable  that  one  of 
the  first  acts  of  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth Parliament  was  to  put  an  end 
to  the  Kanaka  diflSculty.     From  the 
3lBt  of   March  this  year,  no  Kanaka 
can  be  imported  into  Australian  terri- 
tory.    Anyone   who    looks  into  the 
question   of  Chinese  labour  must  see 
that   it  has   in    it  the  seeds  of  a 
problem  of  the  most  serious  consequence 
to  South  Africa.  Anybody  who  lives  in 
San   Francisco  will  tell  you  that  you 
must  be  mad  to  allow  it.   Not  only 
liave  we  not  got  the  evidence  with  the 


Reports,  but  we  have  not  received  the 
correspondence  that  passed  between 
Lord  Milner  and  the  late  Colonial  Secre- 
tary on  the  subject.  We  want  informa- 
tion brought  to  date  by  the  official 
dispatches  on  the  matter.  We  want  an 
opportunity,  free  from  the  trammels  of  the 
debate  on  the  Address,  of  discussing  this 
question  in  all  its  relations.  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gkmtleman  to  a  promise  which  he  gave. 
It  was  rather  a  remaricable  promise  for 
a  Secretazy  of  State  to  give.  He  said 
on  25tii  January,  tiirou^  his  private 
secretary — 

"Mr.  Lyttelton  desiren  me  to  ftayin  reply 
to  your  letter  of  the  22nd  inaU,  that  it  lb  id- 
teoded  to  ^ve  an  opportauity  for  a  fall  dis- 
cussion  in  Parliament  ot  the  question  of  the 
importation  of  labour." 

I  claim  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise. 
To  "give"  an  opportunity  implies  much 
more  than  that  the  Opposition  shall 
"take"  one. 

It  is  the  one  vital  matter  before  the 
people  of  Cape  Colony.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  talks  of  treating  the  new 
territories  in  tiiese  matters  as  self-govern- 
ing colonies.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
first  thii^  to  do  is  to  give  them  the 
institutions  and  rights  of  self-governing 
colonies.  The  opinion  of  the  Legislative 
Council  is  hardly  worth  the  paper  it  is 
written  on  so  fa«:  as  it  conveys  the 
opinions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Trans* 
vaal.  I  hope  we  may  look  forward  to 
getting  from  the  new  Secretary  of  State 
more  information  of  a  detailed  and 
official  character  as  to  what  is  going  on 
in  these  new  terriUnries  tiian  we  have 
received  in  the  past.  I  must  say  in 
sitting  down  ^at  we  meet  here 
under  rather  unfavourable  circumstances 
owing  to  the  most  regrettable  absence  oi 
the  Prime  Minister.  I  do  earnestly  hope 
that  he  will  soon  be  restored  to  healtii, 
for  we  have  at  present  a  headless 
Government.  No  one  could  have 
listened  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer— and  I  say  this  without  any 
disrespect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 
without  feeling  that  the  House  was  being 
left  rudderless,  because  the  pointed  and 
authoritative  inquiries  of  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  had  been  left  unanswered. 
I  hope  that  will  be  remedied  in  a  few 
days,  and  that  we  shall  have  some  one 
here  to  speak  with  the  voic  ' 
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on  all  the  vital  matters  which  must 
come  before  us. 

*Mr.  GIBSON  BOWUiS  (Lynn  Begis) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  has  made  an  attack  of 
considerable  force — I  might  almost  say 
ferocity— on  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
on  the  occasion  oi  the  Address.  I  think 
he  haa  shown  a  want  of  consideration 
for  the  position  of  His  Hajeaty's  GoTcm- 
ment.  They  have  lost  some  of  their 
greatest  figures.  In  Lord  Salisbury  they 
have  lost  a  great  statesman,  who  has  left 
his  impress  on  the  politics  of  Burope ; 
they  have  lost  the  late  Secretary  for 
India,  and  three  Chancellors  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  they  have  lost  that  eminent 
statesman  whom  tiie  Prime  Minister 
writes  to  as  **Dear  Duke,**  but  whom 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, with  greater  familiarity  or  afiection, 
addresses  as  "  My  dear  Devonshire." 
The  forlorn  remnant  who  now  sit  a  little 
band  of  heroes  on  that  Bench  must  feel 
what  their  position  is.  They  know  that, 
though  like  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 
they  sit  on  the  roof  making  sport,  tJiere 
is  beneath  them  a  blind  Samson  bowing 
himself  between  the  pillars  to  bring  down 
the  whole  structure  upon  theit  heads.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  more  consideration 
should  have  been  shown  than  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  displayed.  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  at  this  late  hour 
on  that,  but  will  come  to  the  points 
referred  to  in  the  King's  Speech.  One 
has  already  been  touched  up<m,  but  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  drew  atten- 
tion to  it  will  permit  me  to  say  so, 
I  think  he  missed  the  point  of  the  case. 
An  expedition  has  been  sent  into  Thibet. 
The  Gracious  Speech  tells  us  that  it 
is  sent  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Chinese  Government,  but  not  a  word  is 
said  as  to  whether  we  have  the  concur- 
rence of  Thibet.  That  is  the  most 
important  point  of  all.  If  there  is 
concurrence  of  Thibet,  then  this  is  a 
mission  ;  if  not  It  is  an  invasion.  I 
put  the  specific  Question  whether  this 
18  a  miasion  or  a  military  operation 
of  invaaion  to  any  Grentleman  on  the 
Vroat  Bench  who  feels  competent  to 
answer  it,  and  I  take  the  Attorney- 
General  for  choice.  It  is  really  an 
extremely  important  Question,  because 
if  this  is  a  military  operation — and  in 
Afn  Jolm  EUh', 


ray  belief  it  is — the  clause  in  the  185^ 
Act  for  the  government  of  India,  for- 
bidding  any  application  of  t^e  Revenuea 
of  India  for  military  operations  beyond 
the  Indian  frontier  without  consent  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  has  been 
disobeyed  and  the  law  broken.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham  is  not 
here,  but  I  may  remind  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  in  1878  this  very 
question  was  raised  by  the  right  h(». 
Gentleman,  who  gave  notice  of  a  Motion 
in  these  words — 

*  ■  That  this  House  ragrets  tiwt  in  the  pnMot 
inatanoe  the  consmt  or  Uie  nation,  thrcmgh  Its 
reprwentativM,  wu  not  obtained  before  war 
was  devlarsd,  and  that  (he  Government  with- 
held from  pnblioatim  the  Papers." 

That  was  the  exactly  similar  case  of 
the  war  in  Afghanistan  and  I  may 
remind  the  House  that  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  Lord  Hartington, 
and  Lord  Jamea  of  Hereford  all  voted 
against  the  Government  of  the  day 
on  this  very  ground.  We  are  therefore 
entitied  to  most  specific  information, 
firstly,  as  to  the  reasons  for  the 
mission  or  military  operation,  secondly,as 
to  its  quality,  and  thirdly,  as  to  whether 
in  addition  to  the  assent  of  China  the 
assent  of  Thibet  has  been  obtained  to  this 
missionary  or  invading  operation. 

With  regard  to  China  and  Japan  I  hope 
no  Member  of  this  House  will  say  more 
than  the  very  least  he  can  on  the  subject. 
I  shall  say  very  little,  but  this  I  moat 
say.  We  have  had  foe  centariea  but 
one  ally  in  the  world — Porti^al.  We 
have  now  taken  another  in  Japan. 
Japan  is  the  second  country  in  tiie  world 
which  in  a  treaty  we  call  an  ally.  Let 
the  House  and  His  Majesty's  Government 
remember  that  when  you  have  given 
that  name  by  tieaty  to  a  State,  and  if 
that  State  should  come  to  extiemit7t 
it  is  impossible  to  abandon  them. 
I  shall  say  no  more  on  that  subject 
except  that  up  to  this  moment,  and 
at  this  moment,  it  is  this  country  that 
holds  the  balance.  In  any  naval  war 
coal  is  the  determining  factor,  and  we 
hold  the  coal.  My  hope  and  trust, 
and  I  would  add  my  beliet  is  tbat 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  made 
their  position  and  intentions  clear  in  tius 
matter  to  those  who  are  conoemed — 
absolutely  clear,  though  in  terms  no 
doubt  of  the  utmost,  courtesy,,  I  do 
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not  believe  they  have  failed  to  do  so. 
If  they  have  their  responsibility  would 
be  great  indeed.  Let  me  lemind  the 
Hmue  what  happened  after  tiie  Rnsso- 
Toriiiflh  War  of  1878,  which  bears  in 
a  most  important  degree  on  the  situa- 
tion at  this  moment.  Lord  Beacons- 
field,  speaking  in  July,  1878,  after  he  had 
returned  from  the  Congxees  at  Berlin, 
used  these  words — 

"One  of  tberendtsof  myatteadiiigtiieCoD- 
greMfttBarlin  basbeento  prove,  what  I  have 
uwayg  saspected  to  be  the  abaolute  fact,  that 
neitber  the  Crimean  War,  nor  this  horrible 
deraBtating  war  which  baa  juat  tenniaated, 
wonld  have  taken  place  if  England  had  spoken 
with  the  necesaary  firmness." 

The  Queation  I  put  to  myself  and  to 
Ifinisters  is :   "  Has   England  ^oken 
with  the  necessary  firmness  in  this  case, 
and  is  she  now   speaking  with  the 
necessary  firmness  ?  "   If  not  the  roost 
serious  consequences  may  ensue.   I  pass 
now  to  the  most  important  Report  on  the 
proposed  new  supplementary  body  to  the 
Defence  .Committee.  It  is  dated  11th 
January  but  it  is  not  yet  in  our 
hands,  and  I  must  say  I  feel  some  sur- 
prise to  find  no  mention  of  it  in  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  except 
a  casual  and  incidental  reference  to 
it,  as  if  it  had  something  to  do  with 
the  question  of  economy.   This  most  im- 
portant subject  lies  at  the  root  of  the 
whole  thing,  at  the  root  of  our  conduct 
in  r^ard  to  this  very  Russo-Japanese 
War,  at  the  root  of  our  conduct  in  Thibet, 
for  the  Defence  Committee  is  the  very 
body  to  which  we  must  look  for  guidance 
and  we  should  take  the  advice  of  such  a 
body  before  embarking  on  the  very  first 
steps  in  these  matters.    The  subject  is 
so  extremely  importuit  tiiat  I  do  trust 
the  greatest  attention  will  be  given  to  it 
by  ^e  Qovemment.  It  is  my  belief  that 
the  new  body,  which,  as  I  have  said,  is 
intended  to  be  a  supplementary  body  to 
the  Committee  of  Defence,  is  entirely 
nus-conceived ;    that  its  constitution  is 
wholly  wrong,  and  that  it  will  occupy  a 
position  which  will  render  it  nothing  but 
a  fifth  wheel  in  the  coach.   It  is  proposed 
to  make  a  new    department,  but  the 
gentlemen  who  recommend  it  seem  never  | 
to  have  had  before   their   minds  the  I 
ofiScial  heirarchy  or  the  necessity  of  find- ! 
ing  a  place  in  that  hierarchy  for  the 
suggested  new  department.   Who  is  to  | 
be  at  the  head  of  it  %     The  B1^^ges- 1 


'  tion  is  that  the  head  of  it  should  be  the 
Prime  Minister,  an  official  unknown  to 
the  English  law  but  who  nsnalty  is,  and 
always  ought  to  be,  First  Loni  of  the 
Treasury.  When  that  is  so  is  this  new 
department  to  be  under  the  Treasury ; 
when  it  is  not  so,  when,  as  recently,  the 
Prime  Minister  is  Lord  Privy  Seal,  then 
under  whom  ts  the  departinent,  as  a 
department,  to  be  ?  To  this  some  answer 
is  required.  The  con8tituti<m  of  the  pro* 
posed  nucleus  of  a  department  is  also  to 
my  mind  fatally  defective.  The  object 
is  that  it  is  to  be  permanrait,  but  this 
body  has  no  permanency  about  it.  The 
secretary  is  to  be  appointed  for  five  years, 
and  the  nucleus  is  to  be  composed  of  six 
or  seven  gentlemen  of  inferior  rank,  naval 
and  military,  to  be  appointed  for  only 
two  years.  Therefore,  I  do  seriously  say 
to  the  Government  that  there  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  reconsideration  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  body.  I  lay  before  the 
Government  two  points.  First  of  all,  yoa 
should  have  on  such  a  body  as  this  an 
archivist,  someone  corresponding  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Privy  Ooanou  who  keeps  the 
book  of  the  Council ;  and  secondly,  it  is 
absolutely  essential  that  yon  dionld  have 
as  a  member  of  this  body  a  man  oogni' 
sant  with  international  law,  especially  in 
sea  matters.  My  si^estion  has  been 
that  the  archivist,  clerk  of  council, 
or  chancellor  should  be  an  international 
lawyer.  My  own  belief  is  that  no 
body  to  consider  and  co-ordinate  our 
strategic  and  political  problems  can 
be  satisfactory  unless  it  be  in  the 
nature  of  a  permanent  Royal  Commis- 
sion, with  a  permanent  clerk  or  archivist 
whose  salaries  should  be  charged  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund  in  order  to  prevent 
their  acts  being  discussed  in  this  House, 
for  that  I  would  prevent. 

The  references  to  finance  in  the 
King's  Speech  are  certainly  not 
encouraging ;  to  many  they  will  be 
discouraging.  The  House  will  remem- 
ber that  when  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  introduced  lus  Budget 
last  year  I  most  earnestly  warned 
him  that  his  estimates  were  exaggerated, 
and  I  affirmed  to  him  ^ore  than  once 
myconfidencethathisestimates  of  revenue 
would  not  be  reached.  As  we  now  know, 
they  will  not  be  reached.  It  seems  to 
me  quite  certain,  however,  that  the 
Government  were  unde 


175      King's  Speech  {Motion       {COMMONS}  /(ft  on  Addrm).  176 


these  eatimatM  would  not  only  be  leaohed, 
but  would  )>e  surpsssed,  for  it  is 
on  that  theory  alone  that  I  can 
understand  their  buying  the  two  Chilian 
warships  for  £1,800,000.  The  House  will 
recollect  that  I  suggested  in  March  last 
to  the  Government  to  buy  these  war- 
ships, but  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
then  said  that  they  would  not  buy 
them  because  tiie  vessels  were  not 
Inited  to  our  requirements.  I  cannot 
reconcile  their  former  statement  and 
their  present  purchase.  My  own  belief 
is  that  they  are  and  were  always 
better  ships  than  we  had  ourselves,  and 
Uiat  it  was  a  very  good  step  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  make  the 
purchase.  But  they  could  n/ot  have  done 
so  unless  they  believed  that  they  were 
going  to  have  a  surplus  to  enable  them  to 
accomplish  it.  The  Government  could 
not  treat  these  £1,800,000  as  a  portion  of 
the  sum  to  be  spent  on  their  naval 
programme  and  spread  over  several 
years;  the  money  being  actually  ex- 
pended must,  I  conceive,  be  treated  as  a 

Sortion  of  the  expenditure  of  the  year. 
I  that  be  BO,  and  if  my  rough  estimates 
of  iJie  probable  financial  results  of  the 
year  ending  31st  March  next,  are  at  all 
near  the  truth,  I  can  only  foresee  a 
deficit  of  £4,000,000  or  £5,000,000  which 
is  rather  an  alarming  outlook. 

Then  as  to  the  £10,000,000  of  the  Trans- 
vaal loan  guaranteed  by  the  great  mine- 
owners,  we  are  now  told  that  this  is  not 
an  opportune  time  to  issue  the  loan.  But 
the  loan  is  guaranteed ;  and  it  is  the  guar- 
antors who  have  to  see  how  and  in  what 
manner  they  will  provide  this  money. 
They  have  guaranteed  it  to  us,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  call  upon  them  to 
fulfil  their  guarantee.  I  am  the  first  to 
admit  that  the  moment  is  not  favour- 
able for  the  issue  of  any  loan — neither 
this  loan,  nor  the  Irish  loan,  nor  any- 
thing else.  Nobody  who  studies  ^e 
finances  of  the  country  can  be  without 
great  apprehension  for  the  future,  were 
it  only  for  the  fact  that  Consols  during 
the  reign  of  this  Government  have  fallen 
27  per  cent.  Our  finances  are  in  a  very 
nncertain,  dangerous,  and  unstable  condi- 
tion, and  it  is  very  uncertain  to  look 
forward  to  a  time  which  wUl  be  oppor- 
tune for  the  issue  of  this  £10,000,000 
loan,  or  any  loan  at  all.  I  see  no  such 

Mr.  Gihton  Bootes. 


opportune  moment  in  any  project  of 
the  near  future. 

I  wish  to  address  a  few  remarks  to  the 
so-called  fiscal  question,  which  in  reality 
is  not  a  fiscal  question  at  all,  but  a 
tariff  question.    Now  I  speak  for  no- 
body but  myself,  but  I  will  say,  and  I 
thiiJc  there  are  some  who  will  agree 
with  me,  that  if  the  road  of  taxing  food 
is  to  be  entered  upon,  I  will  not  follow 
in  that  road  whoever  may  lead.  Thtithow- 
ever  is  not  tiie  road  the  Government  are 
taking;  that  is  not  the  policy  of  the 
Government  as  explained  by  the  only 
man  competent  to  explain  it,  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  too 
modestly  said.     As  to  retaliation,  I 
think    that  the    right   hon.  Gentle- 
man   the   Leader  of  tiie  O^positioQ 
was  a  little  unfair  in  his  descnption  of 
the  retaliation  policy  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  whose  absence  I  deeply 
deplore,  and  the  cause  of  it.  The  policy  of 
the  Government,  and  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  as  regards  retaliation  is  the 
most  strictly  limited  policy  ever  pre- 
sented to  the  world  as  a  ^licy.  Its 
central  point  is  the  exclusion  of  the 
taxation  of  food  or  raw  material.  It 
excludes  also  the  creation  of  a  high  and  a 
low  tariff,  although  that  is  the  only 
means  I  can  see  by  which  tariff  retalia- 
tion can  be  effectually  carried  out.  It 
is,  furthermore,  not  to  include  a  general 
tariff  war,  nor  is  any  retaliation  to  be  carried 
out  without  the  assent  of  Parliament. 
I  had  the  honour  of  elucidating  this  point 
by  a  letter  to  the  Prime  Minister  who  said 
he  did  not  contemplate  any  change  in  tbo 
law,  which  implies  that  no  new  tax  would 
be  imposed  without  Parliamentary  con- 
sent. Retaliation  is  therefore  limited  in  an 
extraordinary,  and  to  me  in  a  most  satis- 
factory degree,  and  I,  for  my  part,  am 
prepared  to  give  the  fullest  and  most 
favourable  consideration  to  any  proposal 
of  retaliation  limited  in  that  manner.  But 
it  is  impossible  to  forget  that  since  the 
declaration  of  the  Prime  Minister  at 
Sheffield,  which  I,  for  one,  fully  and 
completely   accept,    there  have  been, 
other   voices   besides   his.  The  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
the  President  of  the  Council  are  con- 
vinced Free  Traders ;  they  are  more  than 
free  fooders,  ft^Ye?^V&^ JgA?"  i 
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the  Minister  for  Agriculture,  Hhe  Presi-  1  friend,  or  relative,  in  hie  unparalleled 
dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  [  efforts  and  stupendous  successes  at  New- 
and  what  is  more,  the  Chancellor  of  the  |  castle,  at  Leeds,  at  Cardiff,  and  greatest 
Exchequer,  are  very  different  and  have  j  of  all  in  the  Guildhall  of  London.  There 
openly  avowed  their  full  sympathy  with  ;  is,  however,  even  in  him,  a  certain  want  of 
the  food  taxers.  In  facttheOoTemment 
has  been  speaking  with  two  voioea — some 
members  of  it  wititione,  some  with  another 
— uid  the  Prime  Ifinister  occasionally 
with  both.  Therefore  it  is  absolutely 
necMsary,  for  those  who,  like  myself, 
are  convinced  that  it  would  be  ruinous 
for  this  country  to  tax  food,  to  have 
8(»ne  clear  and  unambiguous  enuncia- 
tion of  the  policy  of  the  Oovernment. 
When  we  have  the  great  advantage  of 
the  presence  here  of  the  First  Lord  of 


defiuiteness  as  to  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  question,  and  I  may  observe 
here  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
has  very  largely  added  to  the  doubts 
some  of  us  feel  as  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  by  what  he  said 
at  Bristol  so  late  as  Uth  November.  He 
said  there — 


"  A  new  charge  is  now  brought  against  us, 
namely,  that      members  at  the  Government, 
who  are  agreed  on  the  unmediate  practical  issue, 
.are  not  agreed  as  to  the  desirability  or  praotic- 
the  Treasury,  I  trust  that  he  will  give  us  j  ability  ot  farther  developmente.   This  is  no 
complete  satisfaction  on  this  point.  We 
intend  to  support  the  Prime  Minister  as 
against  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham,  and  we  feel  confident  that 
he  will  stick  to  the  guns  that  he  trained 
upon  the  enemy  in  his  great  speech  at 
Sheffield. 


Now  I  have  alluded  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  I  feel  great  interest 
in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
I  congratulate  him  on  attaining  so  great 
a  position  as  he  now  enjoys.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  also  feels  a  great 
interest  ia  me.  He  has  most  kindly 
and  thoughtfully  written  a  letter  to  one 
of  my  constituents  in  which  he  stated 
that   nobody  who   knew   me  would '  ducted  adequately  ia  his  absence  ;  I  go 


doubt  a  fact." 

Thus  there  are  not  only  two  voices,  there 
isidmitted  undoubted  disagreement  in  the 
Government  itsslf ;  wherefore  it  is  most 
desirable,  and  indeed  absolutely  neces- 
sary, that  some  plain,  definits,  unambig- 
uous statement  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  should  be  made.  Having 
that  in  view,  it  is  in  my  opinion  scarcely 
decent  to  initiate  a  debate  in  the  most 
regrettable  absence  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  who,  it  is  true,  is  the  only 
man  competent  to  give  us  authoritatively 
the  last  declaration  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
impossible  that  the  debate  could  be  con- 


attach  the  slightest  importance  to 
anything  I  said.  While  the  Chan- 
cellor td  the  Exchequer  was  making 
that  magnificent  oration  which  so  stirred 
the  House  to-night,  I  wished  and 
longed  that  I  could  hare  the  same 
feeliog  towards  him  that  he  has  towards 
me,  and  that  I  need  not  pay  any 
attention  to  him .  But  that  is  impcrasible. 
For,  after  all,  he  is  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
that ;  hard  as  it  may  be  to  believe,  it  is 
the  fact,  and  doubtless,  among  all  the 
young  Catos  that  have 'ever  sat  on  that 
Bench  and  risen  to  speak,  he  gives  a  greater 
promise  of  developing  in  later  days  the 
effect    produced   by   his  right  hon. 


farther,  I  consider  it  is  absolutely  im- 
proper that  an  Amendment  to  the  Address 
should  be  moved  from  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Bench  during  his  absBnce.  Therefore 
I  would  appeal  to  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  to  curb  their  impatience,  and 
to  appeal  to  theGovernment  to  grant  what 
I  feel  sure  the  Government  would  accord, 
a  special  day  for  the  discussion  of  a 
special  Resolution  raising  the  whole 
tariff  question.  In  my  opinion,  that 
is  the  proper  course  to  be  taken,  and 
it  would  be  calculated  to  draw  forth  from 
the  (Government  the  declaration  which  we 
all  desire.  That  some  such  declaration 
is  necessary  X  think  must  be  apparent 
to  the  House  and  the  whole  oountiy.  .  I 
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znyBelf  follow  and  adhere  to  the  declara* 

tion  which  the  Prime  Minister  made  at 
Sheffield,  but  we  who  have  been  somewhat 
disturbed  by  the  various  utterances  that 
have  since  been  made,  including  his  own, 
feel  that  some  further  declaration  is  now 
necessary,  and  we  hope  and  believe  that, 
as  at  Sheffield  so  now,  the  Prime  Uinister 
will  declare  himself  in  accord  with  those 
of  us  who  are  determined  to  oppose  to 
the  last  and  to  the  very  utmost  any 
ftttempt  to  tax  the  food  of  the  people. 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  I 
wish  to  intervene  for  a  very  few  minutes 
jn  the  debate.  I  do  not  desire  to  talk 
lightly  on  what  may  be  a  very  serious 
matt^  to  a  great  many  people  inside 
^d  outside  the  House.  I  concur  with 
my  hon.  friend  in  thinking  that 
this  matter  would  have  been  raised  more 
jconveniently  by  a  special  Resolution; 
but  when  the  debate  does  come  oo  I 
think  the  House  is  entitled,  and  especial- 
ly the  Members  of  the  Ministerial  Party, 
to  have  a  declaration  from  the  Govern- 
ment on  their  fiscal  policy  more  definite 
than  anything  which  has  yet  been 
given.  It  is  no  mere  academic  question, 
iand  should  not  be  treated  as  sack, 
.eitiier  in  this  House  or  in  the  country. 
It  is  in  fact  being  made,  whether  with 
the  approval  of  the  Prime  Minister  or  not  I 
do  not  know,  a  test  of  Party  loyalty  and 
membership  of  the  Party.  Months  ago 
I  was  told,  long  before  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire's  letter  in  connection  with 
the  Lewisham  election,  that  a  tariff 
reform  candidate  would  be  tun  against 
me  at  Greenwich.  Many  other  Members 
had  a  similar  experience.  A  more 
striking,  a  more  surprising,  a  more  scan- 
dalous thing  has  recently  taken  place,  a 
member  of  the  Government,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  who 
Bits  on  the  Crovemment  Front  fiench  in 
virtue  of  Free  Trade  votes,  using,  or,  as  I 
should  say,  abusing  his  position,  went 
down  and  supported  the  candidature  of 
a  gentleman  who  was  standing  in  opposi- 
tion to  a  Conservative  Member  of  the 
House.  The  justification  alleged  for  this 
is  that  (here  is  a  policy  before  the 
joonntiy  which  every  loyal  Conservative 
is  bound  to  accept.  Then  we  ought  to 
know  with  the  utmost  precision  what 
that  policy  is.  There  u  a  story  of  a 
Mr,  Gibm  B&toUs, 
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17(h  century   persecution    which  is 
familiar  to  many  Members,  according 
to  which  King  Charles  I.  propounded  a 
certain  oath  requiring  people  to  accept 
the  government  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land as  laid  down  by  Archbishoi». 
Bishops,    Archdeacons,   et  cd&ra,  uaA 
those    subjected  to   this   oath  very 
reasonably  complained  that  they  did 
not  know   what  the  phrase  «!  cetera 
covered.     But  the   lot  of  people  in 
those  days  was  easy  compared  with 
that  of  members  of  the  Ck)ns6rvative 
Party  now,  because  they  had  a  great 
number  of  details  of  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment,  whereas  we  have  almost 
nothing  except  the  e*-  c^a.    We  are 
being  told  in  great  ui^ency  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  is  a  policy  of 
fiscal  reform.    What  does  "  fiscal  reform  " 
cover  ?    The  Prime  Minister  directed  us 
to  ask  ourselves  whether  we  were  in 
favour  of  fiscal  reform.     He  might  as 
well  ask  whether  one  is  in  favour  of 
taking  m«licine.   So  much  depends  on 
what  the  medicine  is.    The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to  indicate 
that  all  that  was  meant  was  an  admis- 
sion that  the  commercial  and  industrial 
position  of  this  country  was  not  in  its 
essence  unreformable.   Of  course  anyone 
can  point  out  defects.    I  admit  to  the 
full  that  high  foreign  tariffs  are  a  great 
evil;   but  in  admitting  that  one  does 
not  necessarily  admit    that  anything 
which  calls   itself  a  remedy  is  to  be 
adopted.    It  is  not  wicked  to    be  a 
protectionist  and  not  wicked  to  be  a 
free-trader,  but  it  seems  to  be  wicked, 
because  it  is  exceedingly  cruel,  to  pro- 
pound to  the  country  and  the  members 
of  a  Party  a  policy  the  limits  of  which 
no  one  knows.   If  we  are  to  have  a 
standard  of  orthodoxy  in  the  Conser- 
vative   and  Unionist    Party,   and  if 
Members  are  to  be  driven   out  who 
cannot  accept  that  standard,  then  that 
standard  should  be  stated  with  the  ut* 
most  clearness  and  precision.   When  I 
am  asked  whether  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
policy  of  retaliation,  I  am  obliged  to 
make  a  very   long  speech   in  reply, 
explaining  in  what  points  I  agree,  and 
in  what  points  I  differ.   It  is  exceed- 
ingly cruel  to  propound  to  the  country, 
aikl  to  members  of  the  Party,  a  policy 
the  limits  of  which  no^e  knows. 
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There  are  two  pomts  which  I  wish 
to   see   cleared    np.      First    of  alt 
whetiier,  in  the  view  of  the  Got- 
smmen^  it  is  premataie  to  propose 
the  taxation  of  food.    What  is  the 
meaniDg    of    the  word  "  premature  1  " 
Does  it  mean  that  it  would  be  mature 
in  a  year*  or  three  years,  or  at  any  time 
to  which    politicians   need  have  no 
i^ard  —  say    ten  years  ?    Does  the 
House  understand  that  the  QoTomment 
an  pledged  not  to  put  a  tax  on  food  any 
time  in  these  ten  years  1  One  still  more 
importukt  element  in  the  policy  of  the 
ri|^t  lum.  Uember  for  West  Birming- 
ham is   a   duty  averaging    10  per 
«ent.  on  manufaotured  goods.  Does 
the  GoTemment  contemplate  at  any 
time  sapporting  such  a  pn^osal  as  that  ? 
If  I  followed  the  Prime  Minister's  speech 
at  Sheffield,  I  understand  that  my  right 
h(m.  friend  rejected  that  policy.  But 
it  is  clearly  a  point  that  should  be 
settled,  for  either  the  Government  are 
in  &Toar  of  it  or  they  are  against  it. 
Thia  particular  policy  involves  the  whole 
^liatinctioQ  between  Protection  and  Free 
Trade.    Snrely  when  there  is  a  violent 
feeling  excited  in  the  country,  when 
VambeiB  are  threatened  with  exclusion 
from  Parliament,  the  House  ought  to 
be  told  whether  this  general  duty  of  10 
per  cent,  is  what  they  are  required  to 
assent  to  or  not.   The  matter  has  got 
to  a  point  at  which  dexterity  becomes 
unfairness,  and  a  clear  and  straight- 
forwazd  statement  ought  to  be  made, 
And  I  am  quite  certain,  whatever  may 
be  ^e  case  with  one  or  two  Members, 
that  a  great  many  votes  in  the  House 
will  depend  on  the  sort  of  declaration 
the  Gk>TemmeBt  will  mi^e. 


Bills.  183 

no  objection  to  adjourning  earliec 
to-night  than  usual.  I  beg,  therefore, 
to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  debate  be  now  adjoamed." — {Mr. 
John  Redmond) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDHOKD  (Waterford) :  | 
I  understand  that  the  (Government  have  ' 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  CaAiBMAf  of  Wats  and  Means 
reported,  That,  in  accordance  with 
Standing  Order  79,  he  had  conferred 
with  the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  in  which  House  of  Parlia- 
ment the  respective  Private  Bills  dionld 
be  first  considered,  and  they  had  deter* 
mined  ih&t  the  Bills  contained  in  the 
following  List  should  originate  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  viz, : — 

Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales) 
Docks  and  Biulway. 

Appleby  Corporation  Gas. 

Bamud  Castle  Gas. 

Barrow-itt-Fumess  Coipination. 

Barry  Railway  (Extension  oE  Time, 
ice.). 

Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 

Belfast  and  North  East  Ireland  Blec 
tricity  and  Power  Gas. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways). 

BexhiU  Corpraation. 

Bournemouth  Corporation  (Tramways)* 

Bridlington  Corxwration. 

Bristol  CorpOTation. 

Bristol  Tramways  (Bxtensions). 

Buxton  Urban  District  Council. 

Cambrian  Railways. 

Oardiff  Railway. 

Chesterfield  Corporation  Tramways 
and  Improvements. 

Chesterfield       and  Water  Boaid. 

Conlsdon  Tramways. 

Digitized  by  Google 


183 


Adjoamumt  of 


{COMMONS)- 


the  House. 


184 


Derbyshire  and  NottinghBindure 
Electric  Power. 

Dervent  Valley  Water  Board. 

Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water. 

Edwardes  Square  Protection. 

Elys^  Palace  Hotel  Company. 

Piley  Improvement. 

Qwpott  Water. 

Great  Western  Railway. 

Great  Tarmontii  Corporation. 

Harlow  and  SawbridgeworUi  Oaa. 

Harn^ate  Waterworks  Tramroad. 

Holywood  Tramways. 

Huddersfield  C(»poration  Act,  19C@ 
(Amendment). 

Hutcheson*8  Hospital  and  Hatcheson's 
Educational  Trust  (Substituted  Bill). 

Ilfoid  ,Urban  District  Council. 

Ipswich  Dock  Commission. 

Ide  of  llianet  Light  Railways. 

King's  College  Ho^ital. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power. 

Leeds  Corporation  (WaterwoHcs)  Rail- 
way. 

Leicestershire     and  Warwickshire 
Electric  Power. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  In- 
surance Company. 

Liverpool  and  Wigan  Churches. 

Llanelly  EUrbour. 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway. 

Maidenhead  Bridge. 

Manchester    Corporation  (General 
Powers). 

Manchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  (Finance). 
Matlock  and  District  Gas. 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
Metropolitan  District  Railway. 
Metropolitan  Railway. 
Mid  Cheshire  Tramways. 
Milwr  and  District  Mines  Drainage. 
Minehead    Urban    District  Council 
Water. 

Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman 
Ruilway. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water. 

New  River  Company. 

New  Zealand  Loan  uid  Menantils 
Agency  Company. 

Nortii  Wales  Electric  Power. 

Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban 
District  Council. 

Oakengates,  Dawley,  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board. 

Portmadoc,  Beddgelert,  and  South 
Snowdon  Railway. 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways. 

Preston  and  Lytiiam  Tramways  and 

Tramroad. 

Prestoa,  Chorl^,  and  Horwich  Tram- 
ways. 

Preston  Corporation  Water. 
Saint  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
Saint  Mary  Woolnoth. 
Shipley  Urban  District  Council. 
SoutJiport   and    Lytham  l^amrosd 
(Extension  of  Time). 
South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage. 
Stee^nd  Urban  District  Counoil. 
Ticehurst  and  District  Water  and  Gss. 
Trafford  Park  Dock  and  Railway. 
Tynemouth  Corporation. 
Tynemouth  Gas. 

Tyneside  Tramways  and  Tramroads. 

Ulster  Electric  Power. 

Victoria  Univnuty  <rf  Manchester. 

Victoria  University  of  Yorkshire. 

Weaver  Navigation  (Additional  (Fi- 
nance). 

Weaver  Navigation  (Constitutifm  and 
Finance). 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Abandon- 
ment). 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Extensiim 
of  Time). 
Weston-super-Mare  Grand  Pier. 
West  Riding  Tramways. 
Withnell  Gas. 

York  Town  and  Blaokwater  Gaa. 


Adjourned   at  a   qnart«r  afUr 
Eleven  o'olook. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Srd  February,  1904. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PHIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Loeds]. 

Re^rt    ftom    the    Examiners  of 
PetltionB  for  Private  BiUs^  That,  in 
■|  reject  of  the  Bills  comprised  in  the 
^  List  reported  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  as  intended  to  originate  in 
^  the  House  of  Lords,  they  have  certified 
^  that  the  Standing  Orders  have  been 
c(»DQplied  with  in  the  following  caaes, 

I 

^    Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales) 

^  Docks  and  Railway. 

c     Appleby  Corporation  Gas. 

^     Barnard  Castle  Gas. 

■£     Barrow -in-Fumess  Corporation. 

-|    Barry  Bailway  (Extension  of  Time, 

I  etc.). 

'<    Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 

^     Belfast  and  North  East  Ireland  Elec- 

tricity  and  Power  Gas. 
1     Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways). 
I     Bexhill  Corporation. 
^     Bournemouth     Corporation  (Tiam- 
I  ways). 

I     Bridlington  (^r^ation. 

Bristol  Corporation. 
:i     Buxton  Urban  District  Council. 

Cambrian  Railways. 
^    Cardiff  Railway. 
^    Chesterfield    Corporation  Tramways 

and  Improvements, 
c     Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board. 

Derbyshire    and  Nottinghamshire 
Electric  Power. 
>:    Derwent  Valley  Water  Board. 

East  Argentine  Railway. 

Bbbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water. 

Edwardes  Square  Protection. 

Elys^e  Palace  Hotel  Company. 

Filey  Improvement. 

Gosport  Water. 

Great  Western  Railway. 

Great  Yarmouth  Corporation. 

Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Gas. 

Harrogate  Waterworks  Tnunroad. 

Holywood  Tramways. 

VOL.  CXXtX.   [Fourth  Sirus.] 


Business.  186 

Huddersfield  Corpcvation  Act  1902 
(Amendment). 
Hntcfaeson's  Hospital  and  Hutcheson's 

Educational  Trust  (Substituted  Bill). 

Ipswich  Dock  Commission. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Railways. 

King's  College  Hospital. 

Lancashire  Electsric  Power. 

Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks)  Rail* 
way. 

Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire  Elec- 
tric Power. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe 
Insurance  Company. 

Liverpool  and  Wigan  Churches. 

Llanelly  Harbour. 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Rail- 
way. 

Maidenhead  Bridge. 
Manchester     C!orporation  (General 
Powers). 

Manchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  (Finance). 
Matlock  and  District  Gas. 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
Metropolitan  District  Railway. 
Metropolitan  Railway. 
Milwr  and  District  Mines  Drainage. 
Minehead    Urban    District  Council 
Water. 

Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynamaa 
Railway. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Watw. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation. 

New  River  Company. 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile 
Agency  Company. 

Nuneaton  and  Chllvers  Ooton  Urban 
District  Council. 

Oakengates,  Dawley  and  District 
Joint  Water  Board. 

Portmadoc,  Beddgelert,  and  South 
Snowdon  Railway. 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways. 

Preston,  CWrley,  and  Horwicb 
Tramways. 

Preston  Corporation  Water. 

Saint  Butholomew's  Hospital. 

Saint  Mary  Woolnoth. 

Shipley  Urban  District  Council. 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad(Ex- 
tension  of  Time). 

Sonth  Staffordshire  Bfines  Drainage. 

StretfOTd  Urban  Distnct  Conooil. 

Ticehnrst  and  District  Water  and  Ghis. 
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Tynemoat^  Corporation. 
TTnemouth  Gas. 

^^eside  Tnmwaya  and  Ttamioads. 

Ulster  Blectric  Power. 
Victoria  University  of  Manchester. 
Victoria  University  of  YoAshire. 
Weaver      Navigation      ( Additional 
Finance). 

Weaver  Navigation  (Constitutitm  and 
Finance). 

WestBtetFopolitaa  Railway  (Abandon- 
ment). 

West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Exten- 
sion of  Time). 
Weston-Bupei-Mare  Grand  Pier. 
West  Riding  Tramways. 
Withnell  Qas. 

York  Town  and  Blackwater  Gas. 

And  they  have  certified  th^t  the 
Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied 
with  in  the  following  cases,  viz.: — 

Conlsdon  Tramways. 

North  Wales  Electric  Power. 

Trafford  Park  Dock  and  Railway. 

PRIVATE    BILL    PETITIONS  [Lords] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED 
WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitiona  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petitions  for  the  following 
Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  not  yet  been  complied 
wit^,  via. : — 

Coulsdon  Tramways  [Lords]. 
North  Wales  Electric  Power  [Lords]. 
Trafford  Park  Dock   and  Railway 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Spbaksb  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petitions  frar  the  following 
Bills,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — 

Rotiierham  Corporation. 

London  County  Gonncil  (Tramways 
and  ImpioTements). 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  (Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 
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BEERHOaSES. 

Petition  from /Newport,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHARYULU,  BANDARU  APPALA 
Petition  of  Bandam  Appala  Charynlo, 
for  redress  of  grievances;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

GOtJNDEN,  MUTHIA. 
Petition  of  Muthia  Gounden,  for  re- 
dress of  grievances;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

UCENCES  (RENEWAL). 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ; 
from  Cambuslang;   Beith;  Walbottle; 
Weaterhope  ;    ^Itwistle  ;    Liverpool ; 
Rastrick  ;    Highworth  ;    Cheltenham  ; 
Manchester;  Forest  Hill;  Greenhead; 
Greenock ;  Tideswell ;  Matlock  ;  Goose 
Green;  Horton;  Port  Glasgow;  Samlet; 
Prudhoe ;  Allenheads ;  Boston ;  Dawley ; 
Bedlington  ;    Pemberton  ;    Henshaw ; 
PeltonFell;  Birtley;  Strensall;  Paisley 
(two);  Dunston;  Haiby;  North  Lons- 
dale ;  Swindon  ;  Alston  Cross  ;  Notting- 
ham ;   Kirkby ;    Alloa ;   Melton  Mow- 
bray; Chichester;  Liverpool;  Glasgow; 
Froaterley  ;     Wolsingham  ;     Oarston  ; 
Northampton;  West  Auckland ;  Onston; 
Chopwell;  Clara    Vale   Tent;  Wash- 
ington ;    Parkstone ;    Verwood ;  High 
Bickington;  West  Woodbum;  Hcather- 
landa ;   Broomhill  ;    Kennington  ;  Al- 
ston ;  Beeston ;  South  Lambeth  ;  Old- 
ham;   Hoxton;    Aston    Park;  Little 
Hulton ;     Seaton      Bum ;  Dudley 
Scotswood ;  Lower  Broughton ;  Salfbid , 
Blyth  (two);  CoUingboume ;  Andrew 
Bryson  and  another ;  Northumberland 
Barrington;     Backworth ;  Fittleton 
Southsea  (two);    Portsmouth  (two) 
Buckland ;       Ammanford ;  Boston 
Amble;  Market  Lavington;  Wiahaw 
Hackworth;  New  Hirst;  New  Hartley 
Altamum ;    Davidstow ;  Trevadlock 
Gnnnislake;    Bgloskerry ;  CallingtoB 
Lezant;   LeghilT;  Dennington ;  Grave 
send;     Scarborough    (two);  Luton 
Apsley  Guise;    Warrington;  Bston 
Guisbro*;   William  Woolfries  and  an 
other ;    Hawick ;    Shilliogstone ;  Wal 
ford;  Aston;  Loughborough;  Bristol 
Portesham ;     Sunderland ;  Bridport 
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Biixham;  Glofuoester;  Jumper  Gnen; 
FeoTpi;  ^nddringtoo;  Bolton  (eight); 
UidcUesbrongh ;     Chelston ;    Ifitchell ; 
St.    Stephens ;     Padstow ;     Withill ; 
<3rampoand  Road;    St.   Austell;  St. 
Dennis ;      Pendleton ;      Kennington ; 
Jordanhill;  Alloa;  Tilliooultoy ;  Isling- 
ton ;  South  Molton ;  Oreetland ;  Elland ; 
Sandbaoh ;  Salford  Pock ;  SaUord  (two) ; 
Exmoath ;    Azminster ;   Hove   Edge ; 
Stoorbridge ;     Brighouse ;      Malvem ; 
Whiteinch;   Halifax;   Blamhull;  Aln- 
wick ;  Warrington ;   Chardstock ;  Leo- 
minster ;  St.  Blazey ;  Sauchie ;  Halton- 
le-Gate;    Dublin;  Llanidan;  Partick; 
Drc^om ;     Stevenston  ;     Devonport ; 
London  Auxiliary  of  tbie  United  King- 
dom Alliance  (two);  Newcastle  (font) ; 
Coleorton;    Wansbeck;    West  Hartle- 
pool (two) ;   Cwmbran ;  Bonmemouth 
(two) ;   Winton ;    Christchurch ;  Muir- 
kirk;    Troon    (two);    Dalmellington ; 
Olenbnck ;    Ayr ;    Auchinleck ;  Lugar 
(two) ;    Girvan  ;    Edinbu^h    (three) ; 
Bisca;  H.  W.  Garbutt  and  another; 
Shiney    Row ;     Birkenhead     (three) ; 
Alva ;    Rishton ;    Eelty ;    Blarkinch ; 
Buckhaven ;   South    Wingfield ;  Peak 
Dale ;    Bugsworth  ;    Haggs ;  Grange- 
mouth ;  Larbert ;  Laurieston ;  Lennox- 
town  ;    Carron ;    Blackbraee ;  Bonny- 
bridge;    Kilsyth;     Blilngarvie;  Ivy- 
bridge  ;      Clapham     Park ;     Putney ; 
Bradford  (three) ;  Salford ;  Hetton-le- 
Hole;     New    Lambton;  Hidhurst; 
Dmulee   Tnvn);    Loohee;  gtcockpoxt; 
C<K^ennouth ;    Dittisham;  Biineird 
Cif^tlp  -     Strinho[)f^     New     Hatth.ira ; 
'■^outhgiite ;      Leytonstone ;     Rjijfiincs ; 
Jesmond ;  Widoe-s;  Invcrnres;  Bolttm-rm- 
Deaow;  Otley  ;  Dukiulield:  Old  Hetton; 
ttHijplM    Wbitlsy  Bay ;  Hucknall  Tork- 
MijL*  P^wiBtrma;  Birdwell ;  Or^ne  JAoot  ; 
IbigypMti    fitalyhridge ;    Trowbridge ; 
Brttdtord-on-ATon ;  Weatbury  ;  §Alfo^; 
Ryhope;    Chard;  Cambois;  ToWBhiTl; 
C^rdenden;  Cefn-canol :  M-?if...l  ■  T.h  ri- 
fhaiadf;  Hernant;  Llanfair  r.^^r.  ;r,h)ii 
(two);    Llandycwin;    Cannol :    sil„ti ; 
BdKtboth;    Maen^wvuedd  ;  Llnnfyllin; 
fiKidiBgton ;      Paul ;      Charleawortk ; 
OkwDp;    Furfield;  Leicester;  Great 
Ifeole;  W«rt:  Kifby;  Wallasey;  Sea- 
eombe ;   Ellesmew   Port;  Middlewich 
(two) :    Northwich    (tferee)  ■    BamtDU ; 

ChrWw;  Briatol;  Oldham;  tialiabury; 
(ktw6t  FttnuotfHil;  GMkmn;  Tenro; 


South  Fetherton  ;  Bampton  and  Hnnt- 
sham;  Dumfries  (two);  Annan;  San- 
quhar ;  Topsham ;  Whalley  Rwge ; 
Fence  Houses ;  Thomaby  on  Tees ; 
Withington;  Dearham;  Gotham;  Mid 
Cheshire ;  Stirling ;  and  Durham ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

NADAN,  SIVASULBAMANIA. 

Petition  of  Sivasulramania  Nadan,  for 
redress  of  grievances;  to  lie  up(m  tiie 
Table. 

.RAHCHANDA,  GANEaH. 

Petition  from  Ganesh  Ramchanda,  for 
inquiry  into  his  case ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RATING  OF  flEOUND  RENTS  AND 
VALUES. 

Petition  from  St.  Pancras,  for  legisla- 
ti(m ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY. 

Petitions  for  prohibition ;  from  Baw- 
try;  Taunton;  Glastonbury;  and  Yeo- 
vil; to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Further  Gorrespond- 
ence  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Grange  River  Colony  [by 
Command] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

BARBADOS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Prison  Rule  relating 
to  the  Vaocinatitm  of  Prisoners  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  tiie  Table. 

COUNTY  COURTS,  ENGLAND  (FEES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Order, 
dated  30th  December,  1903,  regulating 
Court  Fees  in  Ctounty  Courts  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  :— 

INOUIRY  INTO  CHARITIES  (COUNTY 
OF  MONTGOMERY). 

Further  Return,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  Uth  February,  1900 ;  Mr.  Grant 
Lowson];  to  be  printed.  [No.  19.] 
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SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND). 
« 

Co^y  ordered,  "of  Account  of  the 
Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  Account- 
ant General  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  in  Ireland,  in  respect  of  the 
Funds  of  Suitors  in.  the  said  Court, 
including  therein  Funds  to  the  credit  of 
Lunacy  Accounts,  in  the  year  to  the 
30th  day  of  September,  1903 ;  together 
with  a  Statement  of  Liabilities  and 
Assets,  and  particulars  of  Securities  in 
Court,  on  the  30th  day  of  September, 
1903."— (Jfr.  Victor  Cavendish.) 

CIVIL  CONTINGENCIES  FUND,  1902-3. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Accounts  of  the 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1902-3,  show- 
ing (1)  the  Receipts  and  Payments  in 
connection  with  the  Fund  in  the  year 
ended  the  Slst  day  of  Blarch,  1903 ;  (2) 
the  distribution  of  the  Capital  of  the 
Fimd  at  the  commencement  and  close 
of  the  year,  together  with  Copy  of 
Correspondence  with  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General  thereon." — (Mr. 
Viator  Cavendish.) 

NATIONAL  GALLERY  (REPORT). 

Copy  ordered,  "of  the  Report  of  the 
Directors  of  the  National  Gallery  for  the 
year  1903,  with  Appendices." — (Mr. 
Victor  Cavendish.) 

PABLIAMENTARY  CONSTITUENCIES 
(ELECTORS.  &c.)  (UNITED  KINGDOM). 

Address  for  "Return  showing,  with 
r^aid  to  each  Parliamentary  Consti- 
tuency in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  total 
numbn  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
number  in  each  class  of  Electors  on  the 
register  now  in  force ;  and  also  showing 
the  Population  and  Inhabited  Houses  in 
each  Constituency  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  34,  of  Smion 
1903).'*— C^tV  CharUa  DUhe.) 

TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Accounts  relating 
to  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  each  month  during  the 
year  1904."— (Jfr.  Qerald  Balfour.) 

ALIEN  IMMIGRATION. 

Return  ordered,  "of  the  number  of 
Aliens  that  arrived  from  tiie'Ctnitine&t 


at  Ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  each 
month  of  the  year  1904."— (Jfr.  QertU 

I  Balfour.) 


QUESTION'S  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH-  THE  VOTES, 


Expenses  of  Military  Operations  beyond 

the  Thibet  Frontier- 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 

To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
I  India  has  any  portion  of  the  revenues 
I  of  India  been  applied,  during  the  past 
j  or  the  present  year,   to  defray  the 

expenses  of  any  military  operation 
,  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers 
,  of  His  Majesty's  Indian  possessions  by 
I  His  Majesty's  forces  chained  upon  sudi 

revenues ;  if  so,  what  is  roughly  the 
i  amount  of  such  revenues  so  applied ; 

and  what  is  the  number  of  His  Majesty'? 

forces  now  employed  beyond  those 
'  external  frontiers  in  Thibet. 

I    {Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
\  No  portion  of  the  revenues  of  India  haa 
j  been  applied  during  the  past  or  present 
'  year  to  the  expenses  of  military  opera  - 
I  tions  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
I  His  Majesty's  Indian  possessions.  The 
numbers  of  the  escort  with  the  political 
mission  to  Thibet,  and  of  the  troops 
required  to  keep  open  communications* 
is  about  3,(XX)  men. 

Distress  in  Ireland— Distribution  of 
Seed  Potatoes. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon. 
N.) :  To  ask  the  CAiief  Secretary  to  tite 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  the  failure  of  the  crops,  and  the 
consequent  distress  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
he  will  bring  in  a  Bill  enabling  district 
councils  to  purchase  .ind  distribute  seed 
potatoes  among  the  small  tenant 
farmers. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  WyruUtam.)  It  is 
ui^ortunately  true  that  them  has  been 
a  shortage  in  the  yield  of  the  crops  in 
parts  of  Ireland  due  to  the  unfavourable 
climatic  conditions  that  prevailed  in  the 
latter  months  of  the  past  season,  but  it 
is  not  apprehended  that  the  diortage  i» 
such  as  to  lead  to  the  occurrence  of  any- 
thing approaching  ezoepti<mal  distresB. 
Altlwugh  tiie  potato  ^i^op  was  rather 
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below  tlie  average  it  was  by  no  means  a 
failing  and  I  am  advised  by  l^e  liocal 
OoTemment  Board  that  tiiere  are  not 
safficient  grounds  for  introducing  legisla- 
tion with  the  object  mentioned. 

OompnlBory  Purchase  in  West  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  &e  terms 
demanded  by  landlords  in  the  West  of 
beLaod  for  the  sale  of  their  estato^  and 
their  effect  on  the  resettlement  of  the 
people  on  the  land  in  Connaught,  he  will 
bring  in  a  Bill  conferring  compulsory 
powers  of  purchase  on  the  Congested 
District  Boud  and  on  the  Estates 
Commissioners. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
same  question  is  raised  in  the  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  standing  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Leitrim. 
I  would  prefer  to  postpone  my  reply 
antU  ihat  Amendment  is  reached. 

OhinesetLabonr  in  South  Africa. 

Me.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  inform  the  House  as  to 
the  progress  of  the  efforts  made  to  import 
Chinese  workmen  into  the  Transvaal 
Colony ;  whether  the  Government  have 
been  consalted  in  the  matter ;  and,  if  so, 
what  decision,  if  any,  the  Government 
have  come  to  regarding  these  proposals 
of  the  mine-owners. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttdton.) 
I  must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
Papers  which  are  being  published  to-day. 

Lord  Curzon  and  the  Qovemor  Qeneral 
of  Shiraz. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  To  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  can  any 
information  be  given  respecting  the 
recent  incident  at  Bnshire  which  induced 
Lad  Curzon  to  leave  that  port  without 
exchanging  vifflts  with  the  Persian 
Prince,  Governor-General  of  Shiraz,  who 
bad  arrived  at  Bushire  to  welcome  him; 
had  the  form  of  ceremonial  been 
arranged  at  Teheran  between  His 
Majesty's  Minister  and  the  Persian 
Oweminent,  and  did  Lord  Curzon  sub- 
sequently innstonsoch  ceremonial  being 
modified;  has  the  course  adopted  by 
Lord  .  CaixoTk  been  approved  by  His 


Majesty's  Government;  and  can  Papers 
be  laid  containing  the  Correspondence 
on  the  subject  interchanged  with  the 
Persian  Government  as  well  as  with  Lord 
Curson  and  His  Majesty's  Minister  in 
Persia. 

{Anvaered  hy  Bad  Percy.)  The  form  of 
ceremonial  originally  arranged  between 
the  Persian  Government  and  His 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Teheran  was  sub- 
sequently modified  by  the  former  in 
certain  particulars  before  the  Viceroy's 
arrival  at  Bushire.  The  desire  and 
intention  expressed  by  His  Majesty  the 
Shah  of  showing  courtesy  and  hospitality 
to  the  Viceroy  was  unhappily  frustrated 
owing  to  the  arrangements  locally  made. 
His  Majesty's  Government  share  the 
regret  of  the  Persian  Government  at  an 
untoward  incid^t  which  is  now  closed, 
and  with  regard  to  which  it  is  therefore 
undesirable  and  unnecessary  to  lay  any 
Papers. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
John  Johnson,  esquire,  for  the  Borough 

of  Gateshead. 

BALLOT  FOR  BILLS  AND  MOTIONS. 

Ordered,  That  no  Bills,  other  than 
Government  Bills,  be  introduced  in 
anticipation  of  the  ballot,  and  that  all 
Members  who  desire  to  ballot,  whether 
for  Bills,  or  Motions  for  Tuesday,  9th 
February,  and  Tuesday,  16th  February, 
and  Wednesday,  10th  February,  and 
Wednesday,  17th  February,  do  hand  in 
their  names  at  the  Table  during  the 
sitting  of  the  House  on  the  first  or  second 
day  of  the  session,  and  that  a  copy  of 
such  Notices  be  handed  in,  at  the  latest, 
during  the  sitting  of  the  House  on  the 
third  day  of  the  session.  That  the 
ballot  for  the  precedence  of  the  said 
Bills  and  Motions  be  taken  on  the  third 
day  on  which  the  House  sits,  at  a  con- 
venient time  and  place,  to  be  appointed 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  the  presenta- 
tion of  Bills  on  the  fourth  sitting  day 
be  taken  as  soon  after  Twelves  o'clock  as 
Mr.  Speaker  may  deem  convenient. — 
(Mr.  Secretary  Akers- Douglas.) 

CITY  OF  LONDON  WRIT. 

'  Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjoume  i 
Debate  tm  Questicm  [2nd  February], 
"  That  BCr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant 
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to  Clwk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out  a 
New  Writ  for  tiie  electing  of  a  Member 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for 

the  City  of  London,  in  the  room  of  the 
hon.  Alban  George  Henry  Gibts,  who, 
since  his  election  for  the  said  City,  has 
undertaken  a  contract,  with  the  Com- 
missioners for  executing  the  Office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  die  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
for  the  public  service." — (Sir  A.Adand- 
Bood.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal. 
S.)  said  he  had  placed  on  the  Paper 
notice  of  an  Amendment  which  was 
in  accordance  with  precedent,  its  object 
being  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
a  Select  Committee  of  seven  Mem- 
bers to  consider  whether  Messrs.  Vicary 
and  Alban  Gibbs  were  disqualified  from 
sitting  or  voting  as  Members  of  the 
House  under  the  Statute  22  Geo.  3,  cap. 
46.  This  Amradment  was  similar  to  the 
one  moved  in  1869  in  the  case  of  Sir 
Sydney  Waterlow,  who  had  given  notice 
to  the  Speaker  that  he  whs  a  contractor  to 
the  Government.  On  that  occasion  the 
House  did  not  accept  the  mere  allegation 
of  his  contractorship  as  a  matter  about 
which  there  was  no  dispute,  but  it  ez- 
eicised  its  own  discretion  in  the  matter. 
Now  he  was  makii^  no  imputation  what- 
ever on  the  Messrs.  Gibbs ;  they  were 
doing,  no  doubt,  what  they  thought  was 
right  and  proper.  But  the  statute  re- 
forred  to  in  his  AmwdiQent  was  very 
specific.  It  said  that  no  person,  directly 
or  indirectly,  undertaking  or  enjoying 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  contract 
made  with  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  or  generally  on  account  of  the 
public  service,  was  disqualified  from 
being  elected  to  Parliament  all  such 
time  he  held  such  contract  or  any 
share  thereof  or  received  any  benefit 
or  emoluments  arising  therefrom.  What 
had  occurred  in  this  case  was  that 
Messrs.  Gibbs  acted  as  brokers  on 
behalf  of  the  Chilian  Government 
and  executed  a  contract  for  the  sale  of 
two  warships  to  the  British  Groveniment. 
It  was  a*  very  great  question!  whether 
snch  a  proceedLigmade  them  contractors 


under  the  proviaion  he  had  qaoted* 
There  was  no  more  difficult  queaticHi  to 
decide  in  law  than  the  <me  affectii^  the 

relations  of  principttl  and  agents.  Even 
Messrs.  Giblra  had  considerable  doubt  as 
to  their  actual  position,  and  Mr.  Vicary 
Gibbs  in  one  of  his  speeches  said  he  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  a  contractor 
or  not.  He  (Mr.  MaoNeill)  had  wntten. 
a  lettw  to  ^e  Chanoellw  of  the  Ex- 
chequer warning  him  that  in  accepting 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Gibbs  he  would; 
under  the  circumstances,  be  exceeding 
his  discretion  in  the  matter  of  the 
Stewardship  of  the  Cblltem  Hundreds. 
He  could  not  trace  a  single  instance- 
in  which  a  Member  of  the  House- 
of  Commona,  having  emtored  into  » 
contract  with  a  Government  Department, 
had  been  allowed  to  resign  without 
the  House  exercising  its  own  juris- 
diction to  find  out  whether  he  was  a 
contractor  or  not.  It  was  not  enough 
for  a  man  to  write  to  Mr.  Speaker  saying 
'*  I  am  a  contractor  " ;  the  question  was- 
one  of  the  law  and  not  of  fact ;  it  was 
an  inference  to  be  drawn  from  a  long' 
series  of  Acts.  This  was  not  a  mere- 
dilettante  matter  of  Parliamentary 
formality,  it  was  a  question  of  the  rights- 
of  the  House,  because  it  was  necessary 
that  transactions  of  a  pecuniary  nature 
between  the  Government  and  private 
Members  should  be  brought  under  the  cog- 
nisance of  the  House.  He  submitted  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  rights  of  Parliament  that  the 
House  should  itself  decide  whether  or 
not  Messrs.  Gibbs  were  in  the  position  oC 
contractors.  He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  oat  from  the  word  '  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Qne»tion.  aod  add  the  word*  *  a 

Select  Committee  of  seven  Members  be 
•ppointed  to  consider  whether  Mr.  Vicary 
Gibbs  and  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs  are  diftqualifiM 
from  sitting  or  voting  as  Members  of  this 
House  under  tlie  Statute  22  Geo.  8,  e.  40,  and 
to  report  thor  opiniw thereon.'"— (Jfr.  Sw^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  worda 
propoeed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of  tbfr 
Question." 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  Foa 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akebs-Douolas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) 
said  the  hon.  Member  who  had  raised. 

Digitized  by  Google 


197 


ComUy  of 


{Z  February  1904}         Hertford  fVrit.  198 


tlus  question  bad  told  them  that  the 
Hooae  ought  to  decide  whether  or  not 
these  gentiemen  were  contractors;  bnt 
he  had  to  maintain  that  the  precedents 
cited  1^  tiifl  hon.  Bfember — ^ose  of  Sir 
Sydney  Waterlow  and  Baron  Rot^hild 
— were  not  analogous  to  the  present 
case.  The  question  that  arose  in  the 
case  of  Baron  Rothschild  was  whether 
he  was  qualified  to  retain  his  seat  in  the 
House  l>ecause  he  had  contracted  for  a 
Government  loan,  and  whether  such  a 
proceeding  amounted  to  a  contract  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act.  The  Committee 
to  whom  the  question  was  referred 
decided  that  he  was  not  a  contractor 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  that 
he  was  therefore  qualified  to  retain  his 
seat,  and  that  decision  was  afterwards 
inade  clear  by  statute.  In  the  case  of 
Sir  Sydney  Waterlow  tJiere  was  a  peti- 
tion against  his  election  in  1868  on  the 
ground  that  he  held  a  Govenunent  con- 
tract, but  the  petition  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  hon.  Member  sat  during  an 
autumn  session.  In  the  following  year, 
however,  the  question  was  again  raised, 
a  Committee  was  appointed,  and  they 
reported  that  Sir  Sydney  Waterlow  was 
disqualified,  and  that  his  seat  was  vacant. 
In  botii  those  cases  there  was  a  doubt 
whether  any  disqualification  had  oc- 
carred,  and  the  Members,  by  retaining 
their  seats,  must  be  held  to  have  disputed 
their  disqualification.  In  other  words, 
they,  were  fighting  against  proposed 
disqualification,  and  desired  to  continue 
their  memberdiip  of  the  House.  Tbat 
fact  distinguidied  those  cases  from  the 
present  ones.  In  the  present  case  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  lately  Members  of 
the  House,  had  admitted  to  the  Speaker 
that  they  had  accepted  a  contract,  and 
that  they  were  disqualified  from  sitting 
in  the  House,  and  in  the  usual  course,  a 
Motion  had  been  made  for  the  issue  of 
new  Writs  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by 
ti»  forfeitnze  of  tiieii  seats.  Thqr  were 
•uucioas  to  resume  the  places  whidi  they 
had  forfeited  by  accepting  the  con- 
teaot.  As  had  beoa  stated  by  the 
h«k.  Member  for  South  Dtm^l,  there 
was  no  question  of  imputation  against 
them;  they  had  acted  in  perfect  good 
faitii  and  in  a  manner  which  reflected 
vevy  great  credit  upon  them.  It  must 
be  remembered,  too,  that  very  grave 


questions  were  coming  before  Parliammt, 
uid  it  was  most  undesirable  that  at  this 
juncture  two  important  constituencies 
should  be  unrepresented.  If  a  Com- 
mittee were  appointed,  it  might  sit 
iar  a  coasiderable  time,  and  meanwhile 
the  seats  would  remain  vacant.  No 
doubt  the  House  always  took  great 
interest  in  questions  afiecting  its  honour 
and  prerogatives,  but  in  thu  case  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  action  of 
the  hon.  Gentieman  was  perfectly  bonti 
fidt  and  was.based  on  tike  advice  of  tiie 
most  distangnished  connaeL  He  ven- 
tuied  to  tiiink  in  tiie  circumstances 
that  the  Writs  should  issue,  and  that  the 
House  should  not  leave  two  important 
constituencies  like  the  City  of  London 
and  Mid  Hertfordshin  unrepresented  at 
a  time  of  very  great  impOTtance  like 
the  present. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue 
his  Warrant  to  the  CleiK  of  the  Crown 
to  make  out  a  new  Writ  for  the  electing 
of  a  Member  to  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  the  City  of  London,  in 
the  room  of  the  hon.  Alban  George 
Heniy  Gibbs,  who,  since  his  electi<m  foe 
the  said  City,  has  undertaken  a  contract, 
with  the  Commissioneis  for  executing 
the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  for  the  public  service. 

COUNTY  OP  HEKTFOKB  (BOD  OB  ST. 
ALBANS  DIV  S:ON)  (WRIT). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [2nd  February], 
*'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  War- 
rant to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  make 
out  a  new  Writ  for  the  electing  of  a 
Monber  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament  for  the  County  of  Hertfrad 
(Mid  or  St.  Albans  Division)  in  the 
room  of  the  hon.  Vicary  Gibbs,  who, 
since  his  election  for  the  said  County, 
has  undertaken  a  contract,  with  the 
Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
for  tiie  public  s^ice." — (Sir  A.  Adand- 
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Question  again  proposed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Hi.  Speaker  do  issue 
his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to 
make  out  a  new  Writ  for  the  electing  of 
a  Member  to  serve  in  this  present  Par- 
liament for  the  County  of  Hertford 
(Blid  or  St.  Albans  Division)  in  the 
room  of  the  hon.  Vicary  Gibbs,  who, 
since  his  election  for  the  said  County, 
has  undertaken  a  contract,  with  l^e 
Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
for  the  public  service. 


KING'S  SPEECH 
(MOTION  FOR  AN  ADDRESS). 

Second  Day's  Debaii;. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Question  [2nd  Febiuaryj. 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  as  foUoweth  : — 

Mo9t  Gracious  Sovereign, — 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer 
our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for 
the  Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty 
has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment."— (jifr.  Hardy.) 

,  Question  again  proposed. 

*Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
1  make  no  apology, ;  Mr.  Speaker,  for  in- 
tervening at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
to  call  the  attention  of  Parliament  to 
the  Irish  question,  and  to  the  well-nigh 
universal  demand  of  the  Irish  people  for 
a  radical  change  in  the  system  of  govern- 
ment under  which  their  country  has  been 
pauperised  and  depopulated  in  the  past. 
I  know  that  there  are  a  great  many 
people  in  this  country,  of  ail  Parties,  who 
quite  naturally  are  anxious,  if  they  can, 
to  get  rid  of  the  Irish  question  even  for 
a  day,  and  I  noticed  with  interest  that  in 
all  the  speeches  made  on  the  Address  to  the 
Throne  yesterday  not  one  solitary  refer- 
ence whatever  was  made  by  any  speaker 
to  Ireland.  Now,  I  think  that  feel- 
ing is  perfectly  natural,  but  what  does. 


I  am  bound  to  say,  surprise  me  is  that 
there  seem  to  be  serious  statesmen  on 
both  sides  of  this  House  who  seem  to 
think  it  is  possible  to  get  rid  of  the  Irish 
question.   Greater  delusion  than  tiiis 
was  never  entertained.   You  cannot  get 
rid  of  the  Irish  question.    Nothing  that 
you  can  do,  either  by  the  way  of  force  on 
the  one  side  or  concession  on  the  other, 
can   relieve  you  from  the  necessary 
consequences  of  maintaining  in  Ireland  a 
system  of  government  opposed  to  the 
will   of   the   governed.   These  conse- 
quences are  chronic  unrest  and  discontent 
in  Ireland,  and  chronic  disturbance  here 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament.  The  truth  is, 
this  problem  is  too  vast,  too  far-reaching, 
and  too  urgent  for  it  to  be  possible  to 
cease  even  for  a  few  short  months  to 
trouble  the  public  mind  in  England,  to 
intrude  itself  into  the  consideration  of 
great  English  questions,  and  to  haunt 
and  disturb  the  serenity  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.    At  this  moment  all  Eng- 
land is  stirred  by  the  fiscal  question,  and 
the  British  people  are  appealed  to  with 
passionate  earnestness  to  save  the  Em- 
pire by  concihating  the  colonies.  But 
every  honest  man   must   know  that 
the  conciliation  of  the  colonies  fades 
into    insignificance     compared  with 
the  importance  of  the  conciliation  of 
Ireland.    We  are  told  that  there  is  ilo 
concession  too  great  to  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  the  continued  friend- 
ship of  Canada  and  Australia.  Why, 
Sir,  for  this  purpose  you  are  asked  actu- 
ally to  uproot  those  great  principles  of 
fiscal  policy  which  for  fifty  yeaxs  you  have 
all  regarded  as  the  very  foundation  of 
your  greatness  and  prosperity,  and  you 
are  told,  at  the  same  time  and  from  the 
same  quarter,  to  disregard  altogether 
the  hostility  of  Ireland,  to  make  no 
sacrifice  to  win  her  friendship,  though 
every  man  well  knows  that  so  long  as 
Ireland's  hostility  to  the  Empire  con- 
tinues,  so  long  all  the  ta!k«bout  the  unity 
of  the  Empire  is  mere  clap-trap,  and  that 
Ireland  contented,  Ireland  peaceful,  Ire- 
land friendly,  would  be  of  more  value, 
to  the  Empire  than  the  possession  of  all 
the  colonies  put  together.    This  question 
of  discontent  and  disloyalty  to  the  Em- 
pire in  Ireland  is  one  which  I  say  you  can- 
not get  rid  of  for  a  single  day.  I  noticed, 
with  great  interest,  that  quite  recently  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire^  sc^^s^j^^i^lared 
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that  there  was  no  room  for  two  great 
questions  like  the  fiscal  question  and  the 
bish  question  at  the  same  time»  and  yet, 
within  one  week  after  that  declaration,  the 
Gateshead  election  took  place^  where,  in 
spite  of  the  votes  of  both  English  Parties, 
tiie  issue  in  the  end  turned  not  upon 
protection  or  free  trade,  but  upon  Home 
Bule  for  Ireland,  and  was  decided  by  the 
votes  of  Irish  Home  Rulers  in  the  con- 
stitaency. 

Some  men  seem  to  think  that  be- 
cause last  year  we  obtained  a  valu- 
able Act  of  Parliament  remedying  some 
of  the  evils  of  your  past  misgovern- 
ment,  that  therefore  the  Irish  question 
wotdd  be  heard  of  no  more,  that  it  was 
shelved.  Such  an  idea  argues  an  absolute 
ignorance  of  the  very  essence  of  this  Irish 
question.  No  concession  can  weaken  the 
force  of  our  demand  for  self-govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  every  concession 
strengthens  that  demand  and  strengthens 
our  arms,  and  every  concession  we  have 
obtained,  and  every  concession  we  may 
obtain  will  be  used  by  us  for  the  further- 
ance of  the  remainder  of  the  contest  for 
self-government.  I  read  the  other  day 
a  letter  written  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Leeds,  who  is 
the  chief  Whip  of  the  Liberal  Party,  to 
one  of  his  constituents,  in  which  he  said — 

"So  far  as  I  am  concerned  X  am  a  Home  Ruler, 
bat  I  have  frequently  said  to  my  constitaents 
that  the  Nationalist  Party  have  accepted,  at 
snyrate  for  the  present,  the  alternative  policy  of 
the  Conservative  Party." 

I  read  that  statement  with  amaze- 
ment. It  disclosed  to  me  a  strange 
and,  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
an  utterly  unaccountable  inability  to 
understand  the  real  meaning  of  this  Irish 
question.  It  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
an  entire  misrepresentation  of  our  at- 
titude. We  accepted  no  alternative 
policy.  We  accepted  the  Land  Act  of 
last  year  just  as  we  accepted  the  Land 
Act  of  1881,  just  as  we  accepted  the 
Local  Government  Act  of  1898,  just  as 
we  accepted  every  Act  which  has  removed 
or  mitigated  any  Irish  grievance,  and  we 
would  indeed  be  fools  did  we  not  do. so. 
But  to  say  we  accepted  any,  or  all,  of 
these  things  as  an  alternative  policy  to 
Home  Rule  is  absurd,  and  it  is  unt^e, 
and  this  statement  from  a  high  official 
source  like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Leeds,,  the  Chief  Whip  of 


the  Liberal  Party,  makes  it  necessary,  in 
my  opinion,  for  us  to  define  our  position 
once  more,  if  not  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  are  the  Government  to-day,  then  for 
the  benefit  of  tiiose  who  hope  to  be  the 
Government  to-morrow — and  who,  for  all 
I  know,  may  be  hugging  the  comfortable 
delusion  at  this  moment  that  they  can 
obtain  Irish  support  on  an  alternative 
poUcy.     Now  I  repeat  that  for  us  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  an  alternative  policy 
to  Home  Rule.   If  your  Govemment  in 
Ireland  were  as  good  as  it  is  notoriously 
i  and  admittedly  b&d,  we  would  be  stUl 
j  Home  Rulers.   Our  position  is  that  we 
assert  we  have  the  right  to  rule  ourselves. 
I  We  certainly  have  the  capacity  and  the 
I  knowledge,  and  the  intimate  sympathy 
!  which  you  have  not,  but  above  all  that 
j  we  say  we  have  the  right.    That  right 
!  we  will  never  surrender,  and  we  say  with- 
j  out  the  slightest  hesitati<m  that  Ireland 
would  prefer  to  be  governed  even  badly  by 
her  own  Parliament  than  to  be  governed 
well  by   the  ParUament  of  any  other 
nation  in  the  world.    But  we  are  not 
^  governed  well.    Your   Government  in 
Ireland  not  only  springs  from  usurpation 
i  and  wrong,  from  violence  and  corruption — 
;  which  is  denounced  and  admitted  to-day 
t  byallyourgreatestwritersandhistorians — 
it  is  not  only  a  Government  which  depends 
every  hour  of  its  existence  upon  a  small 
minority  in  Ireland,  and  is  every  hour  of 
its  existence  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
will  of  the  majority  of  the  governed,  but 
your  Government,  on  its  merits,  is  a  bad 
Government,  a  wasteful,  extravagant, 
corrupt}  and  inefficient  Government. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  in  recent 
years  from  some  distinguished  quarters 
about  inefficiency.  Well,  the  English  Gov- 
ernment of  Ireland  is  the  most  inefficient 
Government  in  the  whole  world.  It  is 
wasteful  in  every  Department,  it  is 
corrupt  in  every  Department,  jperhaps 
I  ought  to  stop  for  one  mom.ent  to  ex- 
plain the  meaning  of  corrupt."  I  do 
not  at  all  mean  corrupt  in  the  vulgar 
sense  of  bribing  by  money  to  do 
disgraceful  things,  although  such  thingu 
have  happened.  What  I  mean  is — 
I  put  it  in  this  way — the  only  class 
in  Ireland  that  supports  the  Government 
is  the  class  of  the  placemen.  For  the 
minority  in  Ireland,  for  every  happy 
child  who  is  bom  as  a  member  of 
the  loyal  minority,  in  Irelai^^ge  |^a 
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gUoe  of  some  sort  or  kind.  I  am  a  mem- 
er  of  the  Irish  Bar,  and  it  is  not  likely  I 
would  make  any  disgraceful  accusation 
against  the  Irish  Bar,  but  I  venture  to 
assert  there  is  not  a  member  of  the  Irish 
Bar  who  is  a  supporter  of  the  English 
Government,  and  an  opponent  of  Ireland, 
who  is  not  pretty  certain,  if  he  has  any 
brains  at  all,  before  long  to  get  a  place. 
I  say  that  is  corruption,  and  I  say  it  is 
true  to  say  to-day  in  that  sense,  as  was 
said  by  Mr.  Lecky  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment, that  the  whole  unbribed  intellect 
of  Ireland  was  against  you.  And  I  say, 
in  addition  to  being  wasteful  and  corrupt, 
the  Government  is  inefficient.  Let  me 
give  an  example  of  what  I  mean.  To-day, 
admittedly,  Ireland  lags  behind  every 
nation  in  Western  Europe  in  trade,  com- 
merce, agriculture,  in  technical  skill,  in 
science,  and  in  art.  Why  ?  Is  it  because 
the  Irish  race  are  less  talented  than  the 
people  of  any  other  race  in  the  world  ? 
Anyone  who  knows  anything  of  die  his- 
tory of  the  world,  and  especially  anyone 
who  knows  anything  of  the  history  of  the 
British  Empire,  will  make  no  such  asser- 
tion. No ;  Ireland  lags  behind  in  the 
race  of  nations  because  there  is  no  nation 
in  which  education  has  been  so  denied, 
neglected,  and  starved.  There  is 
not  any  test  of  a  Government 
better  than  this  test  of  education,  and 
I  say  the  Government,  which  for  a  cen- 
tury has  denied,  neglected,  and  starved 
education,  is  a  Government  which  cannot 
justify  its  existence  before  the  public 
opinion  of  the  world.  That  is  what  you 
have  done  in  Ireland.  First  of  all  you 
denied  education  altogether,and  made  it  a 
penal  ofience.  Then  you  established  a 
system  of  education  which  to-day  has  no 
parallel  in  the  whole  history  of  the  world, 
and  that  system  you  maintain  down  to 
this  moment. 

Let  me  first  take  the  case  of 
p^mary  education.  I  leave  on  one 
side  what  may  be  regarded  as  matters  of 
ancient  history.  I  deal  to-day  with 
the  system  in  force  at  this  very 
moment.  The  system  of  primary  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  to-day  came  into  existence 
so  far  back  as  the  year  1831.  Lord 
Stanley,  tiien  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord -Lieutenant,  who,  I  think,  was  Lord 
Grey,  formed  a  Board  of  unpaid  gentle- 
men called  a  National  Education  Board, 
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and  the  wh^e  {wimary  education  of  tlte 
country  was  put  into  the  hands  of  tbeee 
gentlemen,  and  that  Board  exists  down 
to  tiiis  very  day  unchanged  exc^t  in 
one  small  particidar  from  the  year  1831. 
That  Board  is  absolutely  unrepresenta- 
tive. It  is  absolutely  irreq>onsible.  From 
an  educational  point  of  view,  as  I  will 
show  you  it  is  admittedly  inoompetent,, 
and  through  its  whide  history  it  is  anti- 
national  in  its  feelings.  The  Board  oon- 
sists,  I  think,  of  sixteen  members  unpaid, 
and  a  paid  Resident  Commissioner.  There 
is  no  qualification  for  membership  on 
this  Board  at  all.  The  only  one  essential 
condition  is  that  it  shall  be  half  Catholic 
and  half  Protestant.  At  first  I  think 
only  one-third  of  tiie  Board  was  CathoUo 
and  two*thirds  Protestant.  This  Board 
is  made  up  of  most  worthy  and  estimable 
country  gentlemen,  country  squires, 
country  landlords.  Five  of  the  members 
of  the  Board  are  teamed  Judges,  whose 
presence  on  the  Board  I  cannot  for  the 
life  of  me  understand,  and  others  of  them 
are  officials  who  have  retired  from  otiier 
departments  of  service,  and,  so  far  as  any- 
one has  ever  been  able  to  find  oat,  not  a 
single  one  of  these  men  is  selected  for  any 
educational  qualification  whatever.  I  do 
not  want  to  weary  the  House,  and  therefore 
I  would  refrain  from  reading  the  names, 
but  if  anybody  calls  in  question  the 
accuracy  of  my  description,  I  will 
read  the  names.  There  is  Mr.  Edmund 
Dease,  a  respectable  landlord,  Bfr. 
James  Morell,  Sir  Henry  Ballingham, 
another  most  estimable  landlord,  Chief 
Baron  Pallas,  Judge  Shaw,  and  so  on 
right  through  the  list.  No  one  will  con- 
trovert my  assertion  that  there  is  no  quali- 
fication required,  and  therefore  this  Board 
is  totally  unrepresentative.  I  say  in 
addition  it  is  irresponuble.  No  one  repre- 
sents this  Board  in  this  House.  No  one 
has  authority  to  speak  for  that  Board  in. 
this  House.  No  one  has  authority  over 
that  Board  in  Ireland.  Neither  the 
Chief  Secretary,  nor  any  department  of 
DubUu  Castie,  has  any  authority  over  this 
Board.  We  have  repeatedly  had  experi- 
ence in  this  House  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
rising  to  answer  questions  about  primary 
education,  and  he  has  always  complained 
of  the  fact  that,  although  he  was  the 
channel  to  convey  information  to  thia 
House,  he  had  no  autl^ority  over  this 
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Board,  that  the  Board  hold  its  meetingB  in 
secnt,  and  that  when  he  applied  foi  in- 
f ormatifm  th^  were  ^wfectly  entitled  to 
deny  the  mformation  if  they  chose.  Was 
Booh  an  absiud  system,  ever  heaid  of  as  a 
Board  ol  this  chu^cter,  responsible  to  no 
oae  in  this  House,  nor  to  the  GoTemment 
in  Ireland,  or  anyone  else  ?  The  Board  is 
anti-national  and  has  been  thtough  its 
whole  history.  There  is  not  amongst 
these  ConuniBsioneis  at  this  moment  one 
single  man  who  is  in  sympatlky  with  the 
wig]be8  and  aspirations  of  the  national 
feding  of  the  Irish  people.  Is  it  not 
IndicnHtB  tiiat  a  Board  of  this  kind,charged 
with  the  duty  of  ednoation  of  tiie  little 
children  of  the  Irish  race,  should  not  have 
one  solitary  representative  of  natiooal 
feeling  on  its  body.  The  natural  result 
of  that  has  been  that  the  tendency  of  this 
Board  all  through  has  been  to  denation- 
alise the  little  children  of  the  Irish  race. 
Irish  history,  Irish  poetry,  the  Irish  lan- 
guage, everything  Irish  has  been  banished 
from  its  schools.  It  was  only  the  other 
day,  after  a  bitter  and  vehement  contest, 
that  we  were  able  to  force  this  Board  to 
allow  the  little  Irish-speaking  children 
coming  out  of  Irish-speaking  homes  to  be 
taught  through  the  medium  of  the  Irish 
language.  I  would  like  to  quote  a  few 
words  written  by  Mr.  Starkie,  the  present 
Resident  Commissioner,  the  paid  servant 
of  this  Board,  as  to  the  merits  of  his 
employers.    He  says — 

'*I  fancy  few  practioal  ednostitHiiate  will 
dei^  that  the  National  Board  were  guilty  of  a 
dUasteous  Unnder  in  thnutiDg  upon  a  Ga«lic- 
speaking  race  a  ByBt«m  of  education  produced 
uter  a  foreign  model,  and  utterly  alien  to  their 
sympathies  and  antecedents.  Such  an  attempt 
was  unsound,  botii  philosophically  and  prac- 
tically. Neglecting  the  principles  of  continuity 
which  pervades  all  human  thii^a,  it  disregarded 
the  home  tiaining  and  associations  of  the 
children,  and  thns  rending  in  twain  the  nascent 
inteDiguioe,  rendered  3l  real  development 
impossible.  True  edncatioo  is  a  refining  and 
developing  of  the  whole  intellectual  life  and 
character,  uid  I  think  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  Board  were  guilty  of  narrow  pedantry 
in  n^lecting  as  worthless  the  whole  previous 
life  of  the  pnpil,  and  the  multitude  of  associa- 
tt<Mis,  imagioatioDs,  and  aentimeots  that 
fmued  the  content  of  his  oonatrioinaiess.  The 
coDseqnenoes  of  snoh  a  ^atem  are  inevitable. 
To  this  unhappy  blunder  may  be  attributed 
the  want  of  initiative,  and  independence  and 
distaste  of  knowledge,  which  so  hampers  the 
industrial  development  of  Ireland — quaU- 
ties  so  aUen  to  the  quick  sympathies  and  alert 
iutelligence,  which  are  the  BKwt  salient  obar- 
aottfis^cs  of  our  race." 


Thus,  Sir,  the  administcatson  of  this 
Board  has  bera,  from  an  ednoational  punt 
of  view,  narrow  and  incompetent  even  on 
the  authority  of  their  own  Resident  Com- 
missioner, and  from  an  Irish  point  of  view 
has  been  grossly  anti-national  I  do  not 
care  to  go  into  the  question  further  than 
to  point  out  that  whatever  may  be  the 
case  to-day,  when  this  Board  was  estab- 
lished it  was  run  from  a  religious  point  of 
view  on  bigoted  and  most  dishonest  lines. 
That  can  be  proved  by  referring  to  the 
declaration  of  Archbishop  Whateley,  when 
he  declared  in  so  many  words  that  the 
object  of  the  Board  was  to  proselytise  the 
Catholic  children  of  Ireland.    He  said — j 

"  The  education  supi^ed  by  the  Natiooal 
Board  is  gradually  undermining  the  vast  fabric 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Oatholio  Church.  I  believe, 
as  I  said  the  other  day,  in  mixed  educatioa  (as 
oanied  out  in  the  system  of  the  NatsoBol 
Ednoation  Board)  we  give  np  the  only  hope 
of  weaning  the  IrMi  from  the  abuses  of  Popery. 
Bat  I  cannot  venture  openly  to  profess  this 
opinion."  . 

This  quotation  is  taken  from  a  diary 
of  the  Archbishop,  which  of  course  did  not 
see  the  light  for  many  days  after  it  was 
writtoi.  Under  the  blessings  of  English 
rule  you  have  primary  education  in  the 
hands  of  a  Board  established  in  1831, 
entirely  unrepresentative,  absolutely  irre- 
sponsible, anti-Catholic  in  its  inception, 
anti  -  national  down  to  this  moment, 
so  incompetent  that  it  is  denounced 
and  condemned  by  its  own  Resident  Com- 
missioner, and  so  incapable  of  reform  that 
Archbishop  Walsh  resigned  his  position 
on  that  Board  in  absolute  d«spair.  No 
wonder  that  this  system  of  education  is 
to-day  unanimously  denounced  by  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  no  wonder  that 
Ireland  lags  behind  the  nations  of  the  worid 
in  all  the  essentials  of  prosperity  and 
advancement.  What  is  the  remedy  ?  The 
only  possible  remedy  is  Home  Rule.  This 
antiquated,  irreapimsible,  unrepresenta- 
tive, narrow-minded,  bigoted,  anid  inctHU' 
petent  Board  must  be  swept  into  the  dust 
bin.  It  would  not  be  tolerated  in  England 
for  twenty-four  hours.  What  we  want 
is  a  Department  of  Education  responsible 
to  the  public  opinion  of  Ireland.  That  is 
the  only  possible  remedy,  but  it  is  not  pos- 
sible so  long  as  Ireland  is  deprived  of  the 
right  of  self-government.  To  abolish  the 
Board,  ashelutd  heard  some  people  suggest, 
and  to  put  their  absolute  power  into  the 
bands  of  a  new  ringof  irresponsil  ~ 
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in  Dublin  Castle,  would  be  to  alienate  still 
more  the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people. 
We  want  a  Department  of  Education 
lesponsible  to  the  public  opinion  of  Ire* 
land,  and  this  we  cannot  have  until  we 
have  self-government.  And  so  the  dis- 
graceful and  ruinous  tragedy  of  the 
neglect  of  Irish  primary  education  goes 
on. 

The  same  story  is  true  of  inter- 
mediate education.  Many  members  of 
the  Intermediate  Education  Board  are 
eminent  men,  but  none  of  them  can  be 
picked  out  as  educational  authorities  or 
as  qualified  for  the  work  upon  which  they 
are  engaged.  For  twenty  years  the  In- 
termediate Board  had  full  control  of  in- 
termediate education,  and  they  carried 
on  a  system  of  cramming  and  payment  by 
results  to  such  an  extent  that  they  did 
irreparable  injury  to  the  education  of  the 
youth  of  the  country.  Biit  at  last  the 
people  cried  shame  upon  them,  and  they 
had  to  admit  their  failure.  With  a  touch 
of  true  Gilbertian  humour,  they  resolved 
themselves  into  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  defects  of  their  own  work.  Since 
then  tiiere  has  been  some  improvement, 
but  so  recently  as  the  Ist  of  April  last 
year  the  Chief  Secretary  declared  that 
under  the  present  system  the  money  de- 
voted to  intermediate  education  was 
money  thrown  away. 

"Money,"  said  he,  "has  been  lavished  in 
Intennedtate  Education  in  Ireland.  .  But 
how  can  ancb  expenditure  be  turned  to  good 
account  when  Elementary  Education  is  not 
levelled  up  to  the  aecessaiy  standard,  when 
only  55  per  cent,  of  the  children  attend  the 
bcIkx^s,  and  when  confmnation  Bchools  do  not 
exist  ?  Monqr  devoted  to  Intermediate  Edu- 
cation under  such  oinmrn  stances  is  monc^ 
thrown  away." 

If  that  be  the  state  of  inefficiency 
of  the  Government  of  Ireland  in  prim- 
ary and  intermediate  education,  if 
that  be  the  disgraceful  story  of 
the  neglect  and  starvation  of  the 
education  of  Irish  children  in  primary 
and  intermediate  schools,  what  is  to  be 
said  about  the  question  of  Irish  Univer- 
sity education  ?  The  inefficiency  of  the 
Government  in  this  vital  matter,  its  dis- 
honest evasion  of  an  admitted  duty,  its 
liawiUingness  or  incapacity,  or  both,  to 
remove  an  admitted  grievance  which 
poisons  the  whole  life  of  Ireland,  and 
which  condemns  Ireland  to  hopeless  fail- 
ure in  the  straggle  witii  the  nations  of 
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the  world  for  existence — I  say  the  treat- 
ment of  this  question  by  the  Government, 
taken  alone,  is  sufficient  to  utterly  and 
completely  damn  and  condemn  their 
whole  system  of  the  government  of  the 
country.  For  fifty  years  this  grievance 
has  been  admitted,  and  every  attempt 
made  to  deal  with  it  has  failed  for  the 
same  reason  that  has  destroyed  every 
effort  of  this  House  to  deal  with  Irish 
grievances,  namely,  because  it  was  an 
effort  made  by  men  who  did  not  under- 
stand the  requirements  of  Ireland,  and 
who  would  not  listen  to  the  advice  of  the 
Irish  people.  You  establish  first  a 
Queen's  University,  Queen's  Colleges,  in 
Ireland.  They  were  denounced  by  O'Con- 
nell  in  the  name  of  the  Catholic  laity,  and 
by  the  Irish  Bishops  on  behalf  of  the 
clergy.  Their  failure  is  admitted,  and  the 
Queen's  University  is  dead  and  gone. 
In  disregard  of  Irish  advice,  you  then 
establish  an  Examining  Board,  which 
you  dignify  by  the  name  of  a  Boyal 
University.  After  twenty  years  your 
Royal  Commission  has  declared  that  this 
Royal  University  also  is  a  failure,  and 
must  go.  You  of  the  Conservative  Party, 
representing  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment, pledged  yourselves  publicly  and 
privately  to  deal  with  this  question  year 
after  year,  and  session  after  session,  until 
your  pledges  on  this  subject  have  become 
a  by-word  in  Ireland.  In  1885,  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  was 
then  Leader  of  the  House,  explicitly  and 
solemnly  pledged  the  Government  that 
if  they  were  in  office  next  session  they 
would  introduce  a  practical  measure  to 
remedy  this  grievance.  They  were  in 
office  "  next  session,"  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  years  they  have  been  in 
office  ever  since,  and  that  pledge  has 
never  been  redeemed.  In  1889,  in  answer 
to  Mr.  Parnell  in  this  House,  the  present 
Prime  Minister  pledged  himself  on  behalf 
of  the  Governments  to  produce  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  this  question  next  session. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  dissented. 

♦  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  In  August, 
1889,  Mr.  Parnell  questioned  Mr.  Balfour 
on  this  Subject,  and  asked  whether  any 
immediate  steps  were  in  contemplation, 
and,  whether,  the  .Government  proposed 
to  make  this  important*  subieqt  one  of 
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the  earliest  Government  measures  next 
session,  and  in  reply  Mr.  Ballour  said — 

"  With  regard  to  the  question  ^pnt  to  melby 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  I  have  to  say  that 
there  ia,  of  course,  no  possibility  of  dealing  with  i 
this  question  except  under  a  Bill,  and  I  cannot  | 
give  any  pledge  at  tlus  moment  as  to  the  exact 
otdet  in  which  the  varioua  questions  will  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Goverameat  next  session." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  as  Leader 
of    this  House — [An  Hon.  Member  : 
As  Chief  Secretary] — well,  that  gives 
more  point  to  what  I  was  going  to  say. 
He  spoke  then  as  Chief  Secretary,  and 
it  might  be  said  that  he  spoke  for  lumaelf, 
and  not  in  the  name  of  the  Government, 
that  really  he  was  outstepping  the 
limits  of  his  authority,  and  that  he  had 
no  right  to  make  such  a  declaration.  \ 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  . 
Prime  Minister,  and  I  want  to  know  by 
what  rule  of  morality  he  can  now  refuse  i 
when  he  has  authority,  when  he  is 
Leader  of  this  House  and  Prime  Minister 
of  this  country — how  he  can  justify  the  j 
refusal  to  carry  out  those  pledges  which  ; 
he  gave.   From  1885  to  this  moment : 
those  pledges  have  remained  unfulfilled.  | 
The  truth  is,  that  the  Conservative  Party 
are  playing  with  this  question  and  fooling  ; 
with  it,  and  they  have  found  it,  I  am  j 
afraid,  somewhat  useful  to  them  in  deal- 
ing with  Irish  Parties.    They  are  doing 
the  same  to-day.    Lord  Dunraven  the 
other  day  published  a  letter  in  the  Irish 
newspapers,  in  which  he  formulated  a 
scheme  for  the  settlement  of  this  question. 
Now  that  scheme  was  represented  to  us  in 
Ireland  as  the  Government  scheme.  That 
was  put  forward  as   representing  the 
Government  scheme.    We  were  told,  in 
addition,  that  that  scheme  would  receive 
the  support  of  the  Ulster  Presbyterians, 
because  they  are  very  closely  interested  in 
this  matter.  Part  of  the  scheme  was  to 
make  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  one  of  the 
component  colleges  of  the  University  of 
Dublin,  and,  of  course,  to  give  large  endow- 
ments to  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  so  as  to 
bring  it  into  a  proper  position  to  meet  the 
needs  of  that  great  city.  We  were  told  that 
the  Ulster  Presbyterians  were  favourable 
to  this  scheme.   Well,  what  about  the 
Catholics  1   I  took  it  upon  myself,  speak- 
ing to  my  constituents  a  few  weeks  ago, 
to  say  that  in  my  judgment  the  scheme 
wonld^have  been  accepted  by  both  the 


hierarchy  and  laity  of  the  Catholic 
Church  any  time  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
They  have  the  whole  Irish  Government 
unanimously  in  favour  of  it.  The  Chief 
Secretary,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Sir 
Antony  M'Donnell.  I  do  not  know  which 
is  the  more  eager  and  enthusiastic  on  this 
question.  They  have  the  Prime  Minister 
of  £agland  in  favour  of  it.  According  to 
statements  that  have  been  made,  they 
have  a  very  large  section  of  the  Cabinet 
in  favour  of  it.  Some  of  the  statements 
represent  that  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the,Cabinet  were  in  favour  of  it,  and  yet 
because  Lord  Londonderry  goes  down  to 
Belfast  and  addresses  a  meeting  of  rabid 
Orangemen,  and  says  that  he  mil  oppose- 
this  scheme,  it  is  to  put  on  one  side. 
The  whole  question  once  more  is  to  be- 
shelved. 

Now  I  may  be  told  that  there  are 
great  difficulties  in   the  way  of  that 
scheme.    Not  only  Lord  Londonderry 
and  his  friends,  but  certain  Senior  Fellows, 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  are  opposed 
to  it.   Let  me  say  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  we  are  not  wedded  to  this 
particular  scheme.    If  the  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  finds  it  easier  to  fall  back  on 
the  scheme  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
well  let  him  do  so,  and  that  will  be  can^ 
didly,  fairly,  and  impartially  considered 
by  us.     What  he  has  no  right  to  do 
is  to  attempt  to  shelve  this  question  and 
to  hang  it  up  indefinitely.    Now  I  will  be 
perfectly  plain  and  straightforward  on 
this  matter.    I  think  I  quite  see  through, 
the   Government's   game.    My  honest 
belief — I  do  not  say  it  personally  to  the 
!  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  let^him  not 
take  it  to  himself  individually ;  I  auk 
speaking  of  the  Government— I  am  firmly- 
convinced  that  they  intend  to  humbug, 
and  befool  the  Irish  Members  on  ,this 
question.    Lord  Londonderry,  I  believe,, 
was  right  when  he  said  in  Belfast  that  no  ■ 
responsible  Minister  had  ever  proposed, 
a  Catholic  University.  Nobody  has  said 
that  it  was  to  establish  a  CathoUc  Univer- 
sity. That  is  not  the  scheme.  There  is  no 
proposal  to  estabtish  a  Catholic  Uni- 
versity.    A  correspondent   writes  to 
Lord  Londonderry  and  says  that !  the 
phrase  was  equivocal,  and  that  while 
his  Lordship  might  be  against  a  Catholic 
university  he  might  be  in  favour  of  Lord 
Bunraven's  scheme.    He  asked  for  a. 
specific  reply  on  Lord  Dunraven's  scheme.. 
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What  was  tiie  answei  ?  A  lettei  in 
yestetday'B  London  Timet,  in  which  Loid 
lioodondenrj  said  thai;  no  responsible 
Minister^  we  were  told  thai  tiiis  l£ing  was 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Cabinet ;  appar- 
ently it  has  not — that  no  responsible 
Minister  had  ever  made  such  a  proposal 
as  Lord  Dunra¥en*s  seheme,  I  think 
Lord  Londonderry  was  when  he  said 
in  a  speeeh  in  B^a«t  that  the  Govem- 
ment,  as  a  wboSe,  has  no  intention,  and 
never  had  any  intenliont  ^rf  inteodiuang 
a  seheme  {or  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  aJl  their  pledgei,  assur- 
aneee,  and  promises,  were  falie  as  dicers' 
oaths.  But  they  want  to  remain  in 
office  for  the  rest  of  this  session,  and,  no 
doubt,  these  mysterious  negotiations 
about  which  we  have  all  heard  a  great 
deal  in  months  past  in  Irdand — all  these 
private  assuranees  about  the  Cabinet, 
about  the  Government,  and  about  this 
scheme,  and  that  scheme,  and  all  the 
public  pledges — I  suppose  we  will  have 
a  repetition  of  these  again  to-night — 
were  amply  intended  for  the  purpose 
of  Indoeing  the  Irish  Members  to  refrain 
from  attaek.  More  ^an  that,  I  fancy 
l^t  when  the  Qovemment  go  to  tiie 
electors  when  the  general  election  does 
«ome,  they  would  like  very  much  to  have 
these  pledges  about  a  Catholic  university 
in  the  air,  so  that  they  might  successfully 
attempt  to  wheedle  and  humbug  the 
Irish  voters  in  Great  Britain  to  vote  for 
their  candidates  in  every  case,  in  the 
sapposition  that  they  were  in  favour  of 
a  Catholic  Univeiwty.  Let  me  tell  the 
Government  perfectly  plainly  that  their 
game  is  too  transparent  in  this  matter. 
It  has  been  played  too  often,  and  it  will 
fail  this  time.  The  Irish  people  are  say- 
ing to  the  Government  to-day — 

And  be  these  juggling  fiendi  no  more  belieT'd, 
Thftt  Dftlter  with  us  in  a  doable  lenN ; 
Hist  Keep  the  word  of  promise  to  our  ear. 
And  break  it  to  ottr  hope. 

To-night  I  call  on  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  an  explicit  statement  on  this 
matter.  Let  us  get  out  of  this  region 
of  fog.  Let  us  get  out  of  this  region  we 
have  been  living  in  in  Ireland  of  private 
negotiations  and  private  indications  that 
this  person  was  favourable  and  that 
person  favourable,  and  that  everything 
would  go  right  before  the  end  of  the  ses- 
tton.   Let  us  come  down  to  the  plain 
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facts.  What  is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man going  to  do  ?  I  tiliink  I  ought  to 
make  an  explicit  statement  to  him,  and 
I  say  that,  on  this  question  oi  the  settle- 
ment of  the  University  question,  nothing 
short  of  the  immediate  introduction  of 
legislation  this  session  will  satisfy  us.  We 
thus  have  three  branches  of  education- 
primary,  intermediate,  and  University — 
marked  by  the  same  inefficiency  under 
English  rule  in  Ireland.  Now  I  ask  any 
impartial  man  whether  the  case  for  Home 
Rule  is  not  complete  if  I  stopped  here, 
and  did  not  say  one  other  word.  The 
Government  which,  for  a  whole  century, 
has  thus  bungled,  neglected,  and  starved 
education — primary,  secondary,  and  uni- 
versity— cannot  justify  its^existence. 

Bat  after  all,  education,  vital  as  it  is, 
is  only  oae  department  or  element  in  the 
national  life  of  our  country.  In  every 
other  department  the  inefficiency  is  tiie 
same.  The  same  ignorance,  tiie  same 
dishonesty,  the  same  failure.  Take  for 
instance  the  case  of  the  financial  relations 
between  the  two  countries.  You  are 
niggardly  of  education  in  Ireland,  but 
you  are  prodigal  of  taxation.  Ireland 
some  years  ago  accused  Great  Britain  of 
robbing  her  of  several  millions  a  year, 
and  that  acoosation  became  so  insistent 
that  yon  were  forced  to  investigate  it. 
A  tribunal  was  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
Now  let  the  House  mark.  Great  Britain 
was  the  defendant,  Great  Britain  ap- 
pointed the  tribunal  herself,  Great  Britain 
packed  the  tribunal  herself  with  all  her 
own  greatest  financial  authorities.  Yet 
that  tribunal  so  appointed  and  constitnted 
brought  in  a  vwdict  in  favour  of  Ireland,  a 
verdict  to  the  effect  that  Ireland  was  over- 
taxed to  the  extent  of  about  £3,000,000  a 
year,  and  that  that  had  gone  on  for  half 
a  century.  That  was  in  1893-4.  Since 
then,  so  far  from  relief  having  been  given, 
£3,000,000  additional  has  been  put  upon 
Ireland,  and  in  the  most  cruel  way,  be- 
cause it  has  been  added  almost  entirely 
to  the  taxation  of  the  poor.  You  in  this 
country  have  been  engaged,  and  you 
boasted  of  it,  in  the  task  of  endeavouring 
to  bring  down  indirect  taxation  .at  any 
rate  to  the  level  of  direct  taxation.  But 
you  did  not  do  so  in  Ireland.  The  in- 
direct taxation  of  Great  Britain  is  nearly 
60  per  cent.of  the  whole.  In  Ireland  it  is 
76  per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  every 
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addition  yon  have  made  to  the  buiden  ot 
Ireland  for  the  last  ten  yeara  has  been  a 
boiden  that  has  fallen  upon  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  commonity.  When  the 
reeolt  of  the  Financial  Relations  Inquiry 
was  fiist  made  known,  your  answer  was 
that  the  inqoiry  had  not  been  sufficiently 
Inll,  that  th^  were  other  portions  of  the 
case  to  be  considered,  and  you  said  a  new 
Commission  was  to  be  appointed.  You 
have  not  since  appointed  that  Commission 
and  you  never  su^^^eeted  it  since,  and  you 
have  gone  on,  during  all  those  ten  years 
that  have  passed,  piling  up  the  taxation 
of  l^e  country ;  and  the  last  defence  made 
to  tills  House  by  tiie  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  a  couple  of  years  ago,  was 
of  the  most  andacions  character.  He 
said  the  general  taxation  of  the  whole  of 
the  three  countries  has  been  enormously 
increased  in  consequence  of  the  war. 
Ireland  being  the  poorest  part  of  the 
UaitedKingdom  has  contributed  the  small- 
est proportion  of  this  general  taxation, 
**  Therefore,"  he  said,  your  grievance 
has  disappeared."  Of  course,  according 
to  tliat  doctrine,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  go 
on  increasing  the  taxation  of  Ireland,  and 
when  you  have  added  three  or  four  or  five 
millions  more  to  her  taxation,  your  Chan- 
ceOor  will  say,  "  Why,  I  have  wiped  out 
all  your  grievance."  I  am  bound  to 
%y  the  C%ief  Secretary  cU>es  not  take 
that  view  at  all.  I  heaxA  with  deep 
gratification  some  of  his  declarations 
last  year.  X  remember  when  he  used 
these  words — 

**  He  really  believed  Irehuid  had  been  a  sufEerer, 
ADd  he  was  quite  sure  that  the  question  vhetfaer 
or  not  the  two  countries  had  received  as  partners 
in  the  conunoa  Exchequer,  founded  in  1813, 
-their  fair  share  of  the  mutual  advantages  was 
a  qnestion  which  should  not  be  left  in  obscurity 
as  now." 

Yes,  it  is  left  in  obscurity  now,  and  I  say 
it  is  a  monstrous  injustice  that  while  this 
question  is  being  hung  up  in  this  way, 
sad  after  the  verdict  of  the  late  Com- 
misnon,  yon  should  go  on  piling  up 
the  general  burden  on  Ireland.  Not 
only  has  the  general  buiden  been  in- 
creased, but  in  every  conceivable  way 
Ireland  is  being  cheated  every  year  by 
the  British  Treasury,  Let  me  take 
one  example  of  what  I  mean.  When 
the  eqiuvalent  grants  were  first  es- 
tablished, the  principle  ms  laid  down 
by  Hr.  Goschen  that  Scotland  and 
Ireland  were  entitled  to  get  from  the 


General  Exchequer  a  proportionate  sum 
for  their  purposes.  And  the  proportion 
was  fixed  by  Hr.  Goschen  at  eighty  for 
England,  eleven  for  Scotland,  and  nine 
for  Ireland.  We  always,  on  these 
Benches,  protested  against  that  propor- 
tion :  we  have  alwa}^  said  that  it  was 
grossly  unfair,  but  we  were  powerless  in 
the  matter.  Last  year  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary came  to  our  aid  when  in  this  House 
he  declared  that  we  were  right  all  through, 
that  the  proportion  was  quite  unfair,  and 
he  proposed  quite  a  different  basis,  which 
he  put  into  the  Irish  Development  Fund 
Bill.  Speaking  on  this  question,  he 
said — 

"  On  other  timilar  occasions,  in  1889  and  1890, 
I  think  the  equivalent  grant  to  Ireland  and  to 
Scotland  (Eo^and,  eighty ;  SooUasd,  eleven ; 
and  Ireland,  nine)  was  calculated  upon  the  pre- 
portion  of  taxatkm  ooming  front  Ireland  or  Soot- 
land  to  the  common  Exchequer.  That  leads 
to  results  which  all  must  hold  to  be  illogical, 
and  results  which  everybody  in  Ireland  holds 
to  be  nnjost,  because  tiie  greater  the  increase 
of  the  taxation  the  less  is  the  proportion  that 
comes  from  Ireland,  the  poorest  partner  in  the 
business,  and  so  the  less  is  her  equivalent  grant. 
As  the  evil  increases  the  remedy  dimiidihee, 
and  you  have  only  to  foroe  up  taxation  to  a 
BufBcdMktly  high  point  to  extingiiidi  the  remedy 
altogether,  or  to  g^ve  it  in  what  may  be  caOed 
homeopatluc  doses.  Therefore  we  make  this 
new  departure.  We  say  that  the  set-off  to 
Ireland  shall  be  calculated,  not  upon  the  quota 
coming  from  Ireland,  as  compued  with  the 
quota  comiag  from  England,  towards  common 
purposes,  but  shall  be  calculated  on  the  popula- 
tion of  the  two  countries  as  revealed  by  the  last 
census." 

I  do  beg  the  House,  which  is  often 
carried  away  with  the  idea  that  we  on 
these  Benches  are  given  to  exaggeration, 
to  Usten  to  how  this  system  of  equivalent 
grants  has  worked  out.  Take,  for  ex- 
ample, the  question  of  technical  in- 
struction— 

*'  What  are  the  results  ?  In  the  nine  years, 
in  the  ease  of  England,  between  1892  and  1900, 
sums  amounting  to  £6,276,404  were  devoted  to 
technical  instanction  in  England  and  Wales. 
Ireland  lost  two  years  altogeuer  in  that  period, 
but  in  the  remaining  seven  years  she  was  only 
able  to  spend  £71,900  cm  technical  inataruotior, 
and  oat  ot  that  eomparatively  insignifioant  sum 
no  kw  than  £59,000  was  expend^  in  the  last 
year." 

That  is  to  say,  Ireland  has  been  robbed 
by  that  transaction  of  a  vast  sum  of 
money  in  connection  with  grants  for 
technical  education. 

"Ireland  had  to  dash  down  the  money  cn 
some  iU-coniidered  project  w  loaeit^i^jogethta.'' 
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It  was  to  remedy  this  that  a  policy 
o{  setting  up  the  Devolution  Fund 
Grant  was  initiated  so  that  Ireland 
should  not  be  defrauded  of  its  fair 
share  of  the  grant  from  the  common 
Exchequer  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
it  was  to  protect  Ireland  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  felt  It  his  duty  to  adopt  the 
new  fiscal  method.  Now  if  the  basis 
for  the  equivalent  grants  in  1889  and 
1890,  namely,  80-11-9,  was  unjust,  as  it 
is  now  admitted  to  be,  we  have  been 
robbed  every  year  that  has  passed  of 
large  sums  of  money,  which  by  now 
amount  to  a  vast  figure ;  and  mark  the 
injustice  is  a  continuing  one,  for  the 
admitted  unjust  basis  remains  in  force 
with  reference  to  all  equivalent  giants 
before  the  one  of  last  year.  In  my  opinion 
that  is  a  good  instance  of  the  way  in  which 
not  only  is  the  general  burden  of  the  tax- 
payers heaped  up  in  Ireland,  but  where 
in  every  individual  case  that  is  possible, 
the  British  Exchequer  robs  Ireland  of 
her  fair  share  of  grants  from  common 
taxation.  We  are  robbed  thenfore  not 
only  in  education  but  in  money.  And 
what  of  the  legislative  work  ?  Every 
year  in  the  last  century  this  Parliament 
has  proved  its  incapacity  or  unwilling- 
ness, or  both,  of  passing  legislation 
satisfactory  to  Ireland.  Let  me  take  as 
an  example  the  Land  Act  of  last  year. 
On  that  question  this  Parliament  passed 
some  forty  or  fifty  Land  Acts,  but  so  ig- 
norant was  this  Parliament  of  the  task 
and  of  the  real  meaning  of  the  problems 
which  it  had  to  grapple  with  ;  so  incom- 
petent was  it  for  the  task  of  governing 
Ireland ;  so  deaf  was  it  to  the  voice  of 
the  Irish  Members,  that  all  these  forty  or 
fifty  Acts  of  Parliament  were  absolutely 
valueless,  and  last  year  you  found  your- 
selves confronted  with  the  Irish  land 
question  once  more  in  an  acute  phase. 
And  believe  me,  you  are  not  yet  done 
with  the  question.  Last  year  I  most 
freely  admit  Parliament  was  anxious  and 
willing  to  settle  this  great  question,  and 
I  say  that  the  failure  of  the  Act  of  last 
year  in  so  many  respects  proves  in  a 
startling  manner  that  even  when  this 
Parliament  has  the  will  and  provides  the 
necessary  time,  it  has  not  the  capacity 
to  legislate  satisfactorily  for  Ireland, 
What  happened  last  year  ?  The  Irish 
Members  put  forward  certain  Amend- 
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ments  which  they  considered,  in  their 
jud^ent,  were  essential  in  order  to  make 
it  a  workable  and  a  satisfactory  measure. 
Some  of  these  Amendments  were  opposed 
on  their  merits  as  mischievous  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  they  were  defeated.  Other 
of  these  Amendments,  which  we  declared 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper 
and  efEective  working  of  tiie  Bill,  were 
declared  by  the  Government  to  be  un- 
necessary, and  we  were  induced  to  with- 
draw them  by  pledges  from  the  Ministers 
and  from  the  law  officers  of  this  House 
that  the  phraseology  of  the  Bill,  as  it 
stood,  carried  out  our  intention.  And 
what  has  been  the  ludicrous  result  \ 
Why,  an  Irish  Judge  has  already  given  a 
decuion — and  those  who  followed  tike 
Bill  with  any  interest  last  year 
will  see  the  force  of  what  I  am  saying 
— to  the  effect  that  the  bonus  can- 
not be  handed  over  to  the  tenant 
for  life.  That  b  ocks  out,  in  my 
judgment,  something  like  three-fourths 
of  the  .'and  ords  of  Ireland  ;  and 
the  Irish  law  officer  who  sat  on  that 
Bench  opposite  during  the  discusBions  on 
that  Bill,  who  heard  the  Chief  Secretary 
making  all  his  speeches  and  giving  all  hia 
promises,  and  making  those  statements 
which  induced  us  to  withdraw  our 
Amendments,  have  now  on  other 
portions  of  the  Bill,  given  opinions 
totally  at  variance  with  the  opinions  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  and  wh  ch,  if  enforced, 
will,  in  the  judgment  of  most  men  who 
know  anything  of  Ireland,  render  the  Act 
an  absolute  nullity  so  far  as  Connaught 
and  the  congested  estates  are  concerned. 
That  is  to  say  that  they  will  make  the  Act 
of  last  year  worthless  as  an  engine  of  peace 
in  those  very  places  where  the  land  agita- 
tion has  been  most  acute.  What  aa 
argument  for  Home  Rule  !  What  answer 
is  to  be  given  to  it  ?  I  admit  that  last 
year  you  did  your  best ;  you  were  anziooa 
to  settle  the  land  question,  but  you 
would  not  listen  to  our  advice ;  you 
would  not  take  our  Amendments,  and  you 
have  floundered  once  again  into  hopeless 
failure  on  many  phases  of  this  question. 
The  whole  question  of  the  working  of  the 
Land  Act  will  come  up  for  discussion  at  a 
later  period,  and  therefore  what  I  have  to 
say  on  that  subject  I  will  reserve  till  then. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned  for  the  moment, 
I  only  allude  to  the  Land  Act  as  an  illus- 
tration of  my  argument,  which  is  that 
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nothing  can  be  satisfactory  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  except  the  restoration  of 
the  rights  of  self-government  to  the  Irish 
people.  I  take  it  for  granted  l^at  the 
Chief  Secretary  will  introduce  an  amend- 
ing Bill  this  session,  although  no  mention 
is -made  of  it  in  the  King's  Speech.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  so  far  as  we  are  concerned 
no  so-called  amending  Bill  will  be  ac- 
cepted by  OS  on^ees  it  deals  wit^  all  ^e 
defects  which  have  been  disclosed  in  the 
Act  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  tenants, 
as  well  as  from  the  po'nt  of  view  of  the 
tenant  for  life  and  the  landlords. 

Now  I  might  go  through  every 
other  department  of  Irish  government. 
I  might  deal  with  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Board — the  most  absurd 
system  of  government  in  the  world — 
where  you  have  freely  elected  governing 
bodies  of  the  people  thwarted  and  inter- 
fered with  at  every  stage  by  a  body  which 
is  quite  irresponsible,  and  over  wh'ch  the 
people  of  Ireland  have  no  control  at  all, 
and  in  the  membership  of  which  i :  Mr. 
Richard  Bagwell,  who  was  appointed  after 
the  Act  of  1898  was  passed,  a  gentleman 
who  signalised  his  appointment  byinstantly 
denouncing  as  an  outrage  the  right  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  local  government, 
which  he  was  appointed  to  administer.  I 
might  deal  with  the  Board  of  Works, 
where  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  placed 
hTS  late  private  secretary,  Mr.  Hanson,  as 
one  of  the  three  administrators  of  this 
important  Irish  Department.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  against  Mr.  Hanson.  He 
has  served  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  well. 
I  always  found  him  most  courteous,  obllg- 
.  ng  and  competent,  and  I  am  sure  that  he 
is  a  very  abte  young  man.  But,  after  all, 
is  this  a  system  of  government  which  will 
stand  examination :  that  those  young 
English  gentlemen  who  have  served  for 
two  years  as  private  secretaries  are  to  be 
brought  over  from  England  and  put  in 
charge  of  a  great  working  department  of 
Irish,  government  to  the  absolute  exclusion 
of  Iridunen.  I  mig^t  go  through  all  these 
departments  one  after  the  other,  and 
show  the  &ilure  of  English  government. 
This  system  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
sketch  cannot  be  mended  ;  it  is  too  rotten 
to  be  mended ;  the  only  remedy  is  to  end 
it.  "  I  say  the  time  has  come  to  reform 
altogether  tihe  absurd  and  irritating 
anachronism  which  is  known  as  Dublin 
Castle ;  to  swMp  away  altc^ether  tiiese 
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alien  bouds  of  foreign  officials,  and  to 

substitute  for  them  a  genuine  Irish  Ad- 
ministration  for  purely  Irishafiairs.*'  These 
are  the  words  of  the  right  hon.  Qentte* 
man  the  Member  for  WeKt  Birmingham. 
What  has  changed  since  1885  to  make 
these  ahen  boards  of  foreign  officials  more 
competent  for  the  goremment  of  Ireland 
than  tiiey  were  iken  1  No,  if  there  has 
been  any  change  it  has  been  in  the  other 
direction.  It  has  been  in  this,  that  our 
demand  for  Home  Rule  is  stronger  to-day 
than  it  was  then.  Why  in  1898  you  gave 
a  great  system  of  free  local  government 
to  the  people,  such  as  yon  have  in  England. 
You  gave  it  with  fear  and  trembling. 
Lord  Salisbury  had  warned  you  that  it 
was  more  dangerous  to  do  that  than  to 
give  Home  Rule.  Yet  you  granted  it. 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  Why,  that 
the  Irish  people  in  the  working  of  that  Act 
have  shown,  untrained  though  they  are 
in  the  arts  of  government,  the  steadiness, 
the  sobriety,  the  moderation,  and  the 
good  sense  which  are  necessary  for  the  suc- 
cessful work  of  governing  themselves.  I 
ask  the  Government,  where  do  they  stand 
upon  this  question  ?  Has  their  experi- 
ence taught  them  nothing  ?  Have  they 
learned  nothing  from  their  experience  of 
the  last  few  years  in  the  softening  of  class 
animosities,  in  the  hope  which  they  have 
often  expressed,  and  which  I  am  sure  they 
share,  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  land 
question,  in  the  hope  of  the  spread  of 
better  feelings  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  really  united  Ireland  1  Do 
they  really  see  no  possibiUty  of  meeting 
this  natural  demand  of  an  intelligent 
people  to  be  allowed  to  govern  themselves 
— to  govern  themselves  where  you  have 
shown  your  incapacity  to  govern  lihem  ? 
Can  we  take  Lord  Dudley  as  representing 
the  GU>vemment  ?  Lord  Dudley  is  an  able 
man.  He  has  made  some  most  remark- 
able pronouncements  in  Ireland.  Speak- 
ing on  the  20th  November,  1902,  he  said — 

"  There  were  those  who  seemed  to  believe  that 
the  only  way  in  which  a  great  Em[nie  oonld  be. 
BuccessfQUy  maintained  was  by  sappreeong  the 
various  distinguidung  elemeotsof  itBOomponent 
parte — in  fact,  by  running  it  as  a  huge  regiment 
in  which  each  nation  was  to  lose  ita  own  indi- 
viduality, and  to  be  brought  under  a  common 
system  of  discipline.  That  was  not  his  view.  In 
his  opinion,  they  were  much  more  likely  to  break 
up  an  Empire  by  aaj  saoh  attanpt  Lasting 
strength  and  loyalty  were  not  to  be  seonred  by 
uiy  attempt  to  force  into  one  system  or  to  mould 
{nto  one  type  those  opecial  eharsAt«ristio8  which 
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were  the  outcome  of  a  nation's  histoiyr  but 
raUier  by  a  full  reoc^nition  of  the  fact  that  those 
very  ohaTaoteristies  formed  an  eawntial  part 
of  tiie  natioo's  life,  and  that  under  wise  gnldanee 
■and  sympathetic  treatment  Hbay  would  caiable 
her  to  play  her  own  special  part  in  the  life  of  the 
Empire  to  which  she  belonged.  It  was  upon 
that  principle  that  he  would  proceed  daring  his 
term  of  office,  bdieving  that  any  national 
development  to  be  lasting  or  healdqT  mnst  be 
spontaneous." 

Again,  he  said — 

*'  The  opinion  of  the  Goveniment  was,  and 
it  was  his  own  opinion,  that  the  only  way  to 
govern  Ireland  properly  was  to  gOTflm  it  aocord- 
ing  to  Irish  ideas  instead  of    aocording  to 

British  ideas." 

What  is  the  meaning  of  these  words  ? 
In  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  mean- 
ing of  language  those  woids  mean  Home 
Rule,  and  they  were  so  interpreted  in 
Ireland.  Were  they  that,  or  simply  one 
more  attempt  by  playing  on  words  to 
deceive  the  people  %  Let  me  say  for 
myself  that  I  utterly  decline  to  believe 
that,  so  far  as  Lord  Dudley  is  personally 
concerned.  But  I  am  dealing,  not  with 
Lord  Dudley,  but  with  the  Government 
poUcy  in  this  matter.  I  ask,  where  do 
the  Government  stand  upon  this  ques- 
tion 1  Out  position  is  perfectly  plain.  We 
are  a  Party  of  independent  oppontion.  We 
are  in  opposition  to  every  Government 
that  does  not  accede  to  our  demand  for 
legislative  freedom.  For  myself,  I  have 
sat  in  opposition  in  thio  House  for  twenty- 
three  years.  I  have  taken  part  in  the 
overthrow  by  Irish  votes  of  Conservative 
Governments  and  of  Libezal  Govern- 
ments.  I  know  not,  of  coune,  what  the 
future  may  have  in  store  for  us,  but  I 
have  a  pretty  clear  conception  of  what 
our  duty  is.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  our  | 
duty  to  offer  a  vigorous  and  active 
opposition  to  the  Government  unless 
they  show  Uiat  they  havf>  made  some 
appreciable  advance  on  the  road 
to  Home  Rule.  Hy  colleagues  and 
I  have  been  for  many  weary  yean 
travelling  on  a  long  and  painful  road. 
Uany  of  us  have  grown  old  and  grey 
through  years  of  disappointment  and 
disillusion.  If  we  have  to  go  on  to  our 
graves  without  success  we  will  do  so 
ungrudgingly,  and  bequeath  this  contest 
to  our  children.  Let  me  say,  however, 
for  myself  ^at  I  am  fairly  sanguine  of 
the  near  future.  I  think  I  see  iu  this 
country  a  widening  of  knowledge  of 
Ireland  a  growing  appreciation  of  the 

Mr.  John  Redmond, 


real  character  of  the  Irish  people  and  of 
the  moderate  nature  of  their  demands, 
and  therefore  I  decline  to  say  one  word 
or  to  give  one  vote  which,  in  my  opinion, 
is  calculated  to  make  it  more  difficult 
for  any  English  Party  or  any  English 
Government  to  end  this,  contest  by 
some  great  measure  of  appeasement 
and  justice,  which,  when  it  comes, 
believe  me,  wUl  be  as  great  a  blessing 
to  Great  Britain  as  it  will  be  to  the  long- 
suffering  and  faithful  people  of  Ireland. 
Never  fo^et  that  you  can,  by  the  mere 
concession  of  justice,  convert  Ireland 
in  twenty-four  hours  into  a  friendly 
nation  only  too  eager  for  what  Gladstone 
called  "  the  blessed  oblivion  of  the  past" 
But  by  the  continuation  of  injustice 
you  perpetuate  a  history  of  hatred  and 
ill-will  between  two  democracies  who 
ought  in  God's  providence  to  live  side 
by  side  in  amity  and  peace.  It  is  for 
you  to  choose. 

Ms.  WTNDHAM:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  has 
spoken  with  that  eloquence  which  is 
always  at  his  command  on  the  subject 
which  I  believe  is  nearest  to  his 
heart.  We  know,  not  only  from  what 
he  has  said  to-night^  but  from  what  he 
has  said  again  and  again  in  previous 
debates,  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  efforts 
which  we  make  in  this  House  to  further 
the  advancement  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  of  avail,  and  that  nothing  but  the 
concession  of  a  Parliament  with  the 
fullest  power  to  that  country  can  remedy 
KDj  of  the  evils  under  which  Ireland 
may  snfiw.  He  has  been  ve^  fr«Ak. 
In  his  courtesy  he  sent  me  formal  notice 
that  he  intended  to  raise  the  whole 
question  of  Irish  government,  and  he 
has  been  as  good  as  his  word.  Not  one 
Department  has  escaped  his  scathing 
critidsm. 

BiB.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Oh  yes, 
several. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  As  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned  as  the  head  of 
nearly  aU  these  Departments,  I  do  not 
propose  to  blow  my  own  trumpet  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  ;  but^  speaking  for  thoae 
with  whom  I  work,  f<n  my  ooUeiunies  c/a. 
the  Local  Govemment  Board  and  every 
other  Deparbnent  with  which  I  am 
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officially  connected,  I  repudiate  the 
■epithets  whioh  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  thought  fit  to  apply  to  those 
hardworking  pablic  servants.  They  are 
not  English.  They  are  not  foreigners. 
They  are  all  Irishmen. 

I^Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Is  Mr. 
Stephenson  an  Irishman  ?  Is  Mr.  Hanson 
an  Irishman  ?  Are  you  an  Irishman  1 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  excluding 
myself.  I  am  speaking  for  my  col- 
leagues in  those  Departments.  Sir  Henry 
Robinson,  Vice-President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  is  an  Irishman,  Sir 
Horace  Plunkett,  the  Vice-President  of 
the  new  Department,  is  an  Irishman,  and 
takii^  the  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Woi^  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Chairman,  is  an 
Irishman,  and  so  I  might  go  on.  Irish- 
men bear  the  far  greater  proportion.  It 
is  a  small  point,  but  so  much  has  been 
said  about  foreign  rule  that  we  had 
better  clear  the  matter  up.  The  hon. 
and  leuned  Member  mentioned  Mr. 
Sanson.  Why  was  he  appointed  ?  Mr. 
Hanson  was  appointed  because  he  was 
the  most  competent  peraon  to  go  there, 
and  I  was  very  sorry  to  lose  hia  servicM. 
Se  was  not  appointed  at  my  instance. 
"What  is  the  Board  of  Works  ?  The 
Board  of  Works  is  under  the  Treasury 
in  Ireland,  and  it  is  the  channel  throu^ 
-whiolulreland  receives  the  greatest  bene- 
fits she  receives  under  the  Union.  Dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years  the  Board  of 
Works  has  advanced,  by  way  of  gift 
or  loan  to  Ireland  for  Irish  purposes, 
over  £7,000,000.  Is  it  an  intoler- 
able outrage  on  the  national  feeling 
of  beland  that  one  man  selected  by  the 
Treasury  as  peculiarly  competent  to  deal 
with  financial  txansactions  should  be  an 
EnglishmuL,  though  he  was  the  man,  in 
their  opinion,  who  fitted  to 

discharge  the  functions  ?  The  whole  of 
the  contention  falls  to  the  ground,  and 
tiie  fact  that  Mr.  Hanson  was  my 
private  secrets^  in  Ireland  for  three 
years,  and  had  in  that  position  obtained 
a  wonderful  grasp  of  Irish  problems, 
was  an  additional  recommendation.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  began  by  say- 
ing it  was  a  delusion  to  suppose  that  we 
are  to  get  rid  of  the  Irish  question.  I 
have  never  shared  in  that  delusion.  I 
have  spent  five  years  of  my  life  as 


private  secretary  to  the  Prime  Minister 
in  Ireland,  and  I  have  been  three  years 
Chief  Secretary,  and  I  know  how  im- 
portant are  many  matters  in  Ireland 
which  require,  deserve,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  receive  attention  in  this  Housd. 
But  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  in  his 
concluding  period  said  the  legislative 
efforts  of  this  House  were  not  satis- 
factory to  Ireland.  I  am  not  surprised, 
if  he  puts  the  Irish  demand  as  he  put  it 
to-night.  All  the  desires  which  he  has 
cherished  in  the  past,  including  Home 
Rule,  are  apparently  to  be  granted,  and 
satisfactorily  and  exhaustively  granted, 
in  the  course,  one  might  almost  say, 
of  a  single  session.  Does  he  sup- 
pose England  at  the  end  of  every  year 
says,  "Now,  Heaven's  blessing  fall 
upon  these  Gk>d-inspired  Ministers ;  we 
cannot  have  a  single  thing  in  addition  to 
what  we  already  possess  ?  "  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  so  satisfied  with  its 
Government  as  he  thinks  his  countrymen 
ought  to  be  satisfied  with  ours,  if  we  did 
our  duty. 

The  purport  of  the  h<Hi.  and 
learned  Member's  speech  was  perfectly 
clear;  in  the  latter  part  he  wished  to 
bring  home  to  the  Government,  and  in 
the  earlier  part  to  the  Opposition,  the 
fact  that  he  is  the  head  of  a  real  third 
Party  in  this  House,  of  an  indepraident 
Party.  I  surmised  tiiat  that  was  his 
intention  almost  as  soon  as  he  began  to 
speak,  and  my  surmise  was  confirmed  by 
Us  very  pointed  allusion  to  a  recent 
speech  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leeds.  He  stands  here  to  usk  that 
which  we  stand  here  to  refuse,  a  separate 
Parliament  for  Ireland,  and  he  says  until 
that  is  granted  to  Ireland  no  legislation 
passed  by  this  House  can  meet  Irish 
needs.  Some  might  hastily  be  tempted 
to  ask  in  reply,  "In  that  case,  what  is 
the  use  of  attempting  to  legislate  for 
Ireland  ?  "  That  is  not  my  position ;  far 
from  that.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  spoke  of  our  legislative  attempt 
as  a  concession ;  I  take  grave  exception 
to  that.  I  have  never  since  I  have  been 
in  the  House  of  Commons  supported,  or 
initiated  in  rec«it  years,  any  measure  for 
Ireland  with  any  idea  in  my  mind  that 
I  was  asking  any  Irish  Member  not  to 
offer  his  views  on  the  Constitutional 
problem.  I  have  not  brought  in  these 
m^ure8,or  8uppor^|,^D^piJ©(ggi^ 
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years,  with  a  view  of  "killing  Home 
Rule  with  kindness,"  or  of  reconciling 
the  irreconcilable.  1  asked  my  friends 
last  year  to  support  me  in  passing  the 
Irish  Land  Act,  because  I  thought  it 
was  our  duty  to  pass  that  measure  fox 
Ireland.  I  have  supported  Uiuonist 
legislation  upon  what  t  conceive  to  be 
the  platform  of  the  Unionist  creed,  and 
that  is,  that  we  are  political  equals  with 
equal  claims  on  the  time  of  Parliament 
and  the  resources  of  the  common 
ExchequOT. 

Mb.  COGHILL  <Stoke-npon-Trent) : 
Have  we  got  anything  in  return  for  the 
Land  Act  ? 


I  or  contribute  £3.000,000  a  year  for  Irish 
I  purposes.  What  has  happened  in  recent 
I  years  ?  Last  year  or  ^e  year  before, 
on  the  Address,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  moved  an  Amendment  dealing 
with  the  land  question,  which  was  a 
pressing  matter  in  Irehmd.  When  we 
did  not  deal  with  it  in  1901,  and  when 
we  did  not  succeed  in  carrying  a  measure 
in  1902,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
denounced  us;  last  year  he  co-operated 
with  the  Government  in  passing  a 
!  measure.  But  before  those  years  he 
made  an  annual  appearance  in  tiiis 
House,  moving  an  Amendment  in  the 
sense  in  which  he  has  spoken  this 
afternoon. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  My  hon.  friend 
who  differed  from  me  as  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government  last  year,  will  hardly 
expect  me  to  repeat  all  the  arguments  I ; 
used  in  our  numerous  debates.  I  think  i 
I  made  my  position  perfectly  clear.   I  . 
believed  that  that  Act  would  confer 
great  benefits  on  Ireland,  and  at  a  later  i 
moment  I  will  return  to  that  point.  ; 
But  I  never  asked  the  House,  nor  did  | 
the  Prime  Minister,  to  pass  that  Act  in  1 
order  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  1 
should  not  get  up,  if  he  sees  fit  to  do  so,  | 
and  declare  th&t  he  is  still  a  J^mej 
Ruler ;  and,  what  is  more,  I  should . 
never  consider  such  a  transaction  as  at 
all  honourable,  in  the  primary  sense  of ! 
the  word  honourable.    The  Irish  Party 
are  here  this  afternoon,  as  they  have  j 
been  on  many  previous  occasions,  as  an 
independent  Party.  I  have  no  under- 
standing with  the  Nationalbt  Party,  led 
so  ably  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member, 
over  any  prospective  legislation.   My  | 
aim  is  more  modest,  my  aim  is  to  { 
avoid  misimderstandiDgs  with  the  Irish  ! 
Nationalist  Party,  and  with  every  other  I 
section  of  political  belief  in  Ireland,  and 
amongst  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
House.    And  to  avoid  misunderstand- 
ings, two  courses  must  be  pursued;  I 
must  refrain,  as  I  always  seek  to  do, 
from  using  any  word  that  might  give ! 
umbrage  to  the  legitimate  pride  of  Irish- 
men in  their  nationality,  a  pride  which 
they  share  with  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men, bnt  I  must  also  refrain  from 
indiUging  in  rosy  and  ambiguous  periods 
which  might  1^  them  to  believe  that 
I  was  prepued  to  concede  Home  Bule, 

Mr.  WjfluUuim. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  In  the 
twenty-three  years  I  have  been  in  the 
House  I  only  did  that  once. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  think  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  is  in  error,  I  think 
he  did  so  in  1898  and  1899. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Perhaps 
I  did  twice,  but  that  would  scarcely 
justify  the  phrase  *'  annual  appearance." 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  In  1895,  1898.  and 
1899  the  hoD.  and  learned  Member  came 
to  this  House  and  moved  as  an  Am«id- 

ment  to  the  Address  that  there  should 
be  an  independent  Parliament  given  to 
Ireland.  He  stated  then  that  the 
measure  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in 
1886  was  a  ccunpromise,  but,  I  hasten  to 
add,  a  compromise  accepted  in  good 
faitib  by  the  Irish  Party.  Our  position 
on  that  Motion  is  now  precisely  what  it 
was  in  the  years  1895,  1898,  and  1899. 
and  it  was  in  1898  very  ably  defined,  as 
one  would  have  anticipated,  by  the 
present  Prime  Minister,  whose  absence 
we  all  deplore,  and  no  one  more  Uian 
myself,  when  endeavouring  to  deal  with 
Irish  matters  with  which  he  is  so  con- 
versant. He  said  then,  as  I  said  thi» 
afternoon,  of  the  Land  Act  of  last  year, 
that  we  desired  to  give  local  govern- 
ment to  Ireland — the  question  then  at 
issue — for  reasons  altc^ether  outside  the 
controversy  on  Home  Role.  That  is 
what  I  have  been  saying.  I  desire  this 
House,  when  occasion  cners,  when  rime 
admits,  when  resources  are  available,  to 
deal  with  Irish  quesriims  on  tluir  merits^ 
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and  altogether  oatstde  the  long  and 
Utter  controversy  on  Home  Rale.  I  do 
not  qoanel  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  holding  one  view  as  to  the 
proper  constitntional  relations  between 
the  countries,  and  tie  is  not  entitled  to 
quarrel  with  me  for  holding  another.  I 
hold  that  view,  and  shall  continue,  as  far 
as  I  am  able,  to  persist  in  asking  this 
House  at  proper  times  and  seasons  to 
give  its  attention  to  Irish  -problems,  and 
to  see  ^tbeland  receives  her  fair  share 
of  the  financial  resources  of  the  Empire. 
Bat  then,  on  the  constitutional  problem, 
the  Prime  Minister  in  1898  went  on  to 
say — and  this  is  pertinent  to  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member — 
that  in  his  opinion  Irish  sentiment,  in  so 
itx  as  it  does  denre  Home  Rule,  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  a  subordinate 
Parliament.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  moving  an  Amendment  on 
the  Address  asking  for  an  independent 
Parliament.  That  is  my  view.  I  do 
not  believe  that  finality  would  attach 
to  the  concession  of  a  subordinate  Parlia- 
ment to  Ireland.  I  believe  that  Ireland 
demands,  and  is  entitled  to,  political 
equality  with  Great  Britain.  I  know 
that  political  equality  can  only  take  one 
of  two  shapes ;  either  it  must  be  em- 
bodied in  the  relations  which  now  exist 
between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain — that 
is  to  say  that  every  citizen  has  an  equal 
Tight  to  vote  for  a  Member  in  this  House, 
•or  to  sit  as  a  Member  in  this  House — or 
else  it  must  be  embodied  in  some 
such  relation  as  that  which  subsists 
between  Norway  and  Sweden.  Those 
are  the  only  two  forms  of  political 
equality  I  know .  I  believe  Ireland 
would  not  be  finally  satisfied  with 
political  inequality,  even  if  that  could 
be  accompanied  with  a  greater  deference 
than  is  now  pwid  to  our  view.  I  deny 
that  we  are  guilty  of  not  deferring  to 
Ireland ;  I  declare  that  we  use  our  very 
best  efforts  to  collect  Irish  opinion,  and 
that  when  there  is  a  general  consensus 
of  opinion  in  Ireland  we  come  down  to 
this  House  and  ask  the  House  to  take 
note  of  the  fact  and  to  pass  legislation 
4»i  that  basis.  But  when  Irishm«i  talk 
oi  tiie  views  t^ey  mean  the  views 
which  they  and  those  immediately 
associated  with  them  entertain,  and  they 
frequently  mean  views  which  are  not 
only  unpalatable  to  other  sections  of 


Irishmen,  but  which  are  bitterly  re- 
sented by  other  sections  of  ibrishmen. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  British 
Parliament  to    legislate  in  order  to 

satisfy  every  section  of  Irish  opinion. 
I  diss^t  from  many  of  the  propositions 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  put 
forward.  He  will  not  mind  my  saying, 
since  I  include  myself  in  that  category, 
that  politicians  are  not  often  good 
historiuis.  There  ue  a  few  exceptions ; 
the  late  Mr.  Lecky,  whose  death  we 
deplore,  was  one,  and  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  Burghs,  a  politi- 
cian, is  a  good  historian.  But  with  a 
few  exceptions  good  politicians  are  bad 
historians,  and  also,  as  a  rule,  worse 
prophets.  On  this  side  of  the  House  we 
sometimes  say  that  Mr.  Disraeli  was  a 
good  prophet;  on  the  other  side  hon. 
Members  sometimes  claim  that  Mr. 
Cobden  was  a  good  prophet.  As  a  rule 
politicians  are  more  usefully  engaged  in 
attacking  the  problems  which  are  under 
their  nose  with  the  resources  which  are 
to  their  hands — and  it  is  in  that  sense 
that  I  have  attempted  to  discharge  the 
dnties  which  have  fallen  upon  me  in 
Ireland — and  in  attacking  those  im- 
mediate problems,  with  such  resources 
as  may  be  for  the  time  available,  they 
find  again  and  again  that  the  time  at 
their  disposal  is  limited  by  the  claims 
of  many  other  subjects,  and  that  the 
attention  of  their  audience  is  frequently 
distracted  to  other  issues,  and  cannot  be 
lured  back  to  the  theme  in  which  a 
particular  politician  is  ei^oesed. 
Political  experiments  cannot  be  carried 
on  as  if  they  were  chemical  experiments. 
You  cannot  deal  with  Ireland  and  the 
Irish  question  or  problem  all  the  time, 
and  with  nothing  else.  Take  the  two 
greatest  experiments  ever  tried  in  Ire- 
land— first,  the  experiment  of  Home 
Rule  when  she  really  had  it,  inGrattan's 
Parliament ;  that  was  a  failure,  an  ad- 
mitted failure. 

Mr.SWIFT  MACNEILL :  (Donegal,  S). 

Oh,  no,  it  was  not. 

Mr.  WmDHAM:  At  any  rate  it 
could  not  be  carried  out  as  an  isolated 

experiment.  You  had  the  American 
War  and  the  French  Revolution.  Then 
comes  the  next  great  political  experi- 
ment  in  Ireland,  thg,E§j^n^fte^Ye 
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followed  by  the  great  contest  with 
Napoleon,  and  t^e  earlier  years  ol  the 
Union  could  not  carry  out  all  the 
promises  of  the  Union  or  bring  to  Ire- 
land all  the  benefits  which  the  authors 
of  the  Union  hoped  she  would  reap.  So 
it  is  now.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
invites  me  to  debate  the  question  of 
Home  Rule  as  gainst  the  Union.  I 
am  going  to  waive,  if  I  may,  the 
academic  ooDstitutional  argument.  We 
shall  never  agree  about  that.  We  hold 
that  the  relations  of  Ireland  to  England 
mast  be  govraned  by  the  relations  of 
these  two  metropolitan  islands  to  the 
Empire  as  a  whole,  and  that  we  cannot 
even  discuss  Ireland  alone  or  Great 
Britain  aUme. 

It  will  be  more  germane,  I  think,  to 
the  argument  and  the  attack  which  the 
bon.  and  learned  Member  has  delivered 
if  I  put  forward  two  other  arguments 
for  the  Union.  One  is  that  Ireland 
benefits  by  the  Union,  so  far  as  credit 
is  concerned  at  any  rate.  I  am  not 
going  into  a  financial  relations  debate. 
I  do  not  accept  the  application  of  the 
words  which  the  hon .  and  learned 
Member  quoted  from  me  if  he  gives  to 
them  so  wide  an  extension  as  I  think 
he  did.    The  words  he  quoted  were — 

"  The  queBtion  whether  Ireland  gets  her  fair 
Bhare  ahonld  not  be  left  in  obecurity." 

I  was  not  talking  then  about  the 
broad  financial  relations  question.  I 
was  talking  of  the  Equivalent  Grant, 
and  I  was  using  that  as  an  argument 
for  the  Development  Grant  as  it  was 
given  last'year.  I  adhere  to  that  view. 
I  think  it  most  important  that  when 
some  equivalent  grant  is  given  to  Ireland 
it  dtouh)  be  an  open  statement  of  fact, 
that  ^t  should  not  depend  upon  whether 
Ireland  spent  it  that  year  or  not,  and 
that,  even  if  Ireland  is  fairly  dealt  with, 
you  will  never  persuade  Irishmen  that 
they  are  fairly  dealt  with,  or  anybody 
else,  unless  your  statement  of  account 
is  one  which  is  intelligible  to  the  persons 
concerned. 

The  other  and  further  argument  for 
the  Union  is  that  the  difficulties  of 
Ireland  are  largely  due  to  racial  and 
religious  dissensions.  If  that  were  not 
the  case,  I  think  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
the  day  and  those  who  work  with  him 
would  not  be  ^posed  to  quite  as  much 
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criticism  as  they  are  to-day.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  prophecy  is  this 
— that  if  Home  Rule  were  granted,  then 
all  these  difficulties  of  a  financial  charac- 
ter— all  these  difficulties  due  to  deep- 
rooted  dissension  would  disappear. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  A  prophecy 
based  upon  histoxy. 

Mr.   WYNDHAM  :     That  is  his 

prophecy.    My  prophecy  is    that  it 
would  have  been  very  difficult,  I  think 
impossible,  for  Ireland  to  have  canied 
out  the  financial  proviaions  of  the  Land 
Act  of  last  year.  I  do  not  believe  that 
Ireland,  or  sny  other  coontry  of  that 
size,  could  possibly  borrow  £100,000,000. 
More   than    that,    I  know,    to  my 
cost,  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  the 
combined  Kxchequers  of  the  two  coun- 
tries to  do  it.   It  is  an  immense  opera- 
tion.  The  money  market  is  in  a  very 
poor  state,  and  it  requires  the  earnest 
efforts  of  all  those  who  care  for  the  Luid 
Act  to  see  that  the  finances  of  the 
mcMUie  go  through,  and  go  through  to 
a  successful  issue.   I  have  all  along  felt 
that  the  financial  foundation  of  the  Land 
Act  was  the  most  important  part  of  it, 
and  that  any  minor  defect  in  the  edifice 
reared  upon  that  foundation  could  be 
corrected  in  due  time.     During  Ihia 
autumn  I  have  given  my  constant  atten- 
tion to  this  problem,  which  is  a  problem^ 
I  think,  that  can  be  solved.   I  believe 
that  the  Act  can  be  financed,  but  it  can 
only  be  financed  at  a  certain  pace.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  said  that  we 
had  neglected,  I  will  not  say  flouted,  all 
Irish  advice  during  the  passing  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  Ididnotpnt 

it  quite  so  strongly  as  that. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  if  we  had 
taken  their  advice  some  ol  the  defeota 
in  the  Act  would  have  been  removed.  I 
do  not  remember  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  or  his  friends  moving  any 
Amendment  to  what  I  may  call  the  bonoa 
clause. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  We  did  move 
an  Amendment  to  the  bouos  claose,  bnt 
not,  perhaps,  to  the  {^^^^^[^"^  tio 
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which  the  right  hon.  Qeatleman  is  re- 
ferring— that  is,  M  to  tiie  tenant  for  life 
getting  the  b<n»i8 — becanae  we  received 
aasaraooee  which  we  tibought  were  eatis- 
factorj. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  when  he  was  dealing 
with  this  part  of  the  subject,  stated  that 
unless  the  bonus  were  given  to  the  ten- 
ant iia  life  -  purchase  would  not  take 
place  over  a  great  part  of  Ireland.  I 
tiiink  he  is  right,  and  tilkerefore  it  cannot 
be  urged  that  to  amend  that  defect  in  the 
Act  is  a  benefit  conferred  on  the  landlords. 
It  is  not  so.  Tou  cannot  divide  the  Act 
into  benefits  to  the  landlord  and  benefits 
to  the  tenants  so  far  as  purchase  is  con- 
cerned. Everything  whidi  facilitates 
purchase  is  a  benefit  alike  to  both 
clasBes  and  to  the  community  at  large. 
It  will  be  my  duty  to  amend  the  Act  in 
that  respect.  I  pass  no  comment  what- 
ever upon  any  interpretations  which 
have  been  pa^ed,  or  which  may  be 
passed,  upon  the  drafting  of  the  Act.  It 
is  for  the  Judges  of  the  land  to  interpret 
Acts  of  Parliamoit  as  they  leave  this 
Honse;  bat  the  author  of  the  Bill,  the 
Ifinister  responsible  for  the  Bill,  alone 
stands  condemned  if  any  of  the  language 
has  been  so  ambiguous  as  to  admit  of  an 
interpretation  other  than  the  declared 
iatenti(ni  of  Parliament. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  It  is  very 
generous  of  yon  to  say  so. 

Hr.WTNDHAH  :  In  this  case  the  inten- 
tion of  Parliament  was  not  only  declared 
in  debate  ;  it  was  confirmed  by  division ; 
and  I  am  honourably  bound  to  see  that 
the  intention  of  Parliament  is  carried 
out.  I  cannot  anticipate  that  there  will 
be  much  difficulty  in  doing  that,  because 
my  personal  honour  is  bound  up  with 
the  matter.  Bat  T  only  know  of  one 
legal  decision  which  does  cast  doubt  on 
the  phraseology  of  the  Act.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member — and  here  I  come 
into  vehement  collision  with  him — said 
that  the  law  officers  had  made  this  or 
that  decision.  The  communicatitHis  made 
by  the  law  officers  to  a  Minister  are  as 
privil^ed  as  any  communication  made 
by  a  lawyer  to  his  climt  in  private  life. 
I  therefore  decline  absolutely  to  say 
what  my  legal  advisers  have  said  or 


have  not  said.  I  am  responsible  for  the 
drafting  of  the  Act,  and  if  in  any  parti* 
oular  it  is  discovered  that  it  does  not 
oar^  out  the  declared  intentams  Par- 
liament, why,  then,  in  those  partioulan 
it  must  be  amended. 

But  when  I  say  I  will  hang  in  ui 
amending  Act  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
I  will  re-open  the  land  question.  I  mean 
I  will  bring  in  a  formal  and  explana- 
tory Act  making  all  clear  which  is  in 
doubt  and  carrying  out  all  the  inten- 
tions that  were  expressed  in  this  House 
and  acquiesced  in  by  all  Parties.  I  take 
a  more  sanguine  view  of  the  Land  Act 
than  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
seemed  to  take  this  afternoon.  I  am 
where  he  was  when  he  spoke  at  New- 
castle, County  Down,  on  26th  September. 
I  need  not  quote  his  words,  but  they 
were  to  the  effect  thbt  in  the  Land  Act 
as  passed  there  were  grounds  for  con- 
fidently anticipating  the  ultimate  solu* 
tion  of  the  land  question. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  :■  I  think  so 
still. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM:  And  I  know  of 
nothing  which  has  occurred  to  cast 
doubt  upon  that  belief.  I  regret  very 
much  that  one  of  the  signatories  to  the 
Land  Conference  Report  has  retired  from 
this  House.  From  the  moment  that  he 
put  his  name  to  that  document  no  man 
supported  more  loyally,  both  in  spirit 
and  in  letter,  the  compromise  which  was 
arrived  at  between  the  representatives 
of  the  landlords  and  the  representatives 
of  the  tenants,  and  therefore  I  am  sorry 
that  he  is  no  longer  in  this  House  in 
order  to  take  part  in  any  furUier  debate 
which  may,  in  this  year  or  in  fntnre 
years,  arise  upon  the  land  question. 

The  policy  which  I  suggest  on  the  land 
question  is  by  administrative  effort  to 
make  the  best  of  the  Act  which  has  been 
passed,  and  not,  at  the  first  symptom  of 
any  difficulty,  to  throw  up  our  hands  in 
despair  and  say  that  we  must  go  in  for 
another  land  session.  There  is  no 
groond  for  that  of  any  kind  or  sort^ 
either  as  to  the  quantity  of  sales  tiiat  is 
going  on  under  the  Act  or  as  to  the 
adequacy  of  the  Act  to  deal  with  certain 
special  problems.  The  Act,  after  all, 
I  only  came  intooperation  on  ^^^fff^^'* 
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We  had  to  get  a  hoose  to  put  the  Estate 
Gommiasioners  io,  we  had  to  bring  in  a 
nnmbei  of  diaft  regulations  

*  BlE.  T.  W.  RUS8BLL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
And  such  a  house  ! 

Mb.  WYKDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
iutermpts  me,  but  I  can  assure  him 
that  to  initiate  tiie  administration  of  a 
measure  of  that  sise  is  no  joke,  and  the 
amount  of  transactions  in  which  agree- 
ments have  been  arrived  at  is,  to  my 
mind,  satiefactory^  from  an  Irish  point 
of  view.  Agreements  have  been  lodged 
in  respect  of  135  estates,  embracing 
3,070  holding  and  involving — that  is  to 
say,  liiey  will  involve — the  advance  of 
£1,600,000.  To  arrive  at  an  agreement 
involving  £1,500,000  in  three  months 
warrants  me  in  saying,  I  think,  that  the 
Land  Act  has  fulfilled  the  expectations 
formed  of  it.  The  real  difficulty  is 
the  financial  difficulty,  and  the  difficul- 
ties u^n  certain  aspects  of  tiie  land 
question  will  all  settle  themselves  at  the 
pace  at  which  we  can  advance  the  finan- 
cial progress  of  the  Act.  I  said  last 
year  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
advance  more  than  £5,000,000  a  year  in 
any  one  of  the  first  three  years,  in  the 
first  place  because  the  administrative 
labour  is  very  great,  and  in  the  second 
place  beoause  it  would  be  madness  on 
the  part  of  the  Commissioners  to  attempt 
to  raise  money  at  a  very  rapid  pace. 
Let  me  bring  tiiat  home  to  hon. 
Members  who  sit  for  Irish  constituencies. 
The  losses  due  to  the  flotation  oi  this 
loan  will  fall  upon  the  Development 
Grant. 

Mb.  JOHN  RBDMOND  waaunderstood 

to  dissent. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  shakes  his  head.  We 
have  pledged  the  whole  credit  of  the 
country,  if  need  be,  for  the  advance  of 
£100,000,000,  and  accompanied  that  with 
a  free  gift  of£l  2,000,000  towards  the  solu- 
tion of  the  land  question.  It  would  have 
been  competentfortheGovernment  to  say, 
"We  advise  that,  because  Irishmra  attach 
most  importance  to  some  solution  of  the 
land  questaon,  but  yon  cannot  have  that 
and  also  an  equivalent  grant  for  the 
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money  giyen  to  English  primary  educa- 
tion." Indeed,  some  hon.  Members  re- 
proached me  last  year  for  accompanying 
tiie  Land  Act  with  the  Development 
Grant  of  £185,000  a  year.  Naturally, 
speaking  as  tiie  Minister  for  one  Depart- 
ment, I  should  be  glad  if  I  had  the  purse 
of  Fortunatus.  But  we  must  deal  with 
the  resources  available  in  our  hands; 
and  I  still  hold  that  this  House  behaved 
in  a  liberal,  as  well  as  in  a  most  wise, 
manner  when  it  permitted  me  to  pass 
that  measure  involving  so  large  a  loan 
on  tiie  credit  of  t£is  country  and 
so  large  a  free  gift  in  cash.  And 
therefore  the  losses  due  to  the  flotation 
were  imposed  upon  the  Development 
Grant.  That  is  a  very  serious  matter. 
If  the  stock  which  is  issued  is  issued  at 
a  considerable  number  of  points  below 
par,  the  loss  upon  the  Development 
Grant  to  Ireland  will  be  very  heavy.  I 
am  not  going  to  suggest  itny  figure,  but 
if  the  stock  was  floated  at  very  much 
below  par  the  loss  would  amount  to 
many  thousands  of  pounds,  and  it  would 
be  continuous.  There  would  be  a  loss 
in  the  first  year,  imd  the  next  year  there 
would  be  an  additional  loss,  and.  so  forth. 
So,  if  you  try  to  borrow  money  in  larger 
sums  than  diose  which  I  have  indicated 
you  will  imperil  the  Irish  Development 
Grant.  I  have  myself  felt  during  the 
autumn  that  instead  of  anticipating 
difficulties  which  have  not  arisen  imder 
the  Land  Act,  as  has  been  done  in  some 
cases,  it  would  have  been  a  good 
thing  if  all  classes  of  Irishmen  in- 
terested in  the  working  of  the  Act 
had  put  their  heads  together  to 
assist  in  bringing  about  the  suc- 
cessful flotation  of  this  loan.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  have  criticised  the 
great  Irish  banks  for  holding  so  much 
money  on  deposit  and  paying  small 
interest  upon  it,  and,  perhaps,  investing 
it  out  of  Ireland.  Now  there  is  an 
opportunity  for  the  Irish  banks  and 
other  persons  endowed  with  wealth 
in  Ireland  to  show  that  they  realise 
how  important  it  is  to  Ireland  as  u 
whole  that  this  loan  should  be  brought 
out  at  a  satisfactory  figure.  I  would 
not  have  mentioned  that  subject  in 
this  House  had  I  not  observed  an  undue 
lack  of  attention  to  that  aspect  of  the 
land  problem.  Finance  is  fundamental 
I  to  the  successful  solution  of  the  land 
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•qaeetion  in  Ireland;  and  I  believe 
tiiat  the  Derelqinaent  Giant,  mpplying 
aa  it  does  a  btdler  State  npon  which 
tbia  loss,  if  there  be  a  loss,  will  fall, 
doee  enable  us  to  go  on  even  at  a  period 
when  it  is  very  difficult  to  borrow 
money  in  the  City  of  London  except 
at  injurious  rates.  It  behoves  all  who 
oare  for  Ireland,  and  are  in  a  position  to 
■do  80,  to  assist  in  the  flotation  of  the 
stock  for  this  great  national  object;  and 
it  also  b^ves  Irishmen  to  consider 
that  you  cannot  go  ahead  at  an  extreme 
pace  wiUiout  casting  an  enormous 
burden  upon  the  whole  community  in 
Ireland,  because  the  Development  Grant 
«si0t8,  not  for  the  agricultural  com- 
munity alone,  but  for  the  urban  com- 
munity as  well.  It  would  not  be  fair, 
in  iny  judgment,  for  those  who  belong 
to  the  agricultural  community  to 
insist  on  going  ahead  when  the  loss  falls 
upon  the  whole  nation.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  there  should  be  undue  delay ;  but 
to  wait  a  year,  or  two  years,  ie  not 
much  to  ask  of  those  who  in  respect  of 
l^islation  have  been  a  favoured  class. 
I  have  been  addressing  the  House  at 
aome  length,  but  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  opened  up  a  wide 
field  of  controversy.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  explicitly  asked  me 
to  state  what  my  position  was  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  University  education 
in  Ireland. 

filB.  JOHN  REDMOND :  The  position 
•of  the  (Government. 

^  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Well,  Sir,  my  posi- 
tion is  precisely  the  position  occupied  by 
the  present  Prime  Banister  in  1890. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  of  course 
he  dionld  be  interested  in  knowing  what 
the  personal  position  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  but  the  question  he 
ABked  was — What  was  the  position  of 
the  Government  ? 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  The  Government 
■do  not  propose  to  bring  in  any  measure 
-dealing  with  the  University  question 
now,  and  I  think  the  Govwnment  are 
right.  This  question,  though  in  my 
■opinion  it  is  an  education  question,  is 
not  so  r^arded  by  a  great  number  of 
pec^le  in  Ireland  and  in  Ei^land  and 


Scotland.  To  them  it  partakes  also  a 
religious  question.  And  the  Gkivemment 
hold,  and  I  hold  most  strongly,  that  you 
have  no  right  to  put  the  pressure  of 
Party  discipline  and  Party  comradeship 
upon  any  single  man  in  respect  of  a 
question  of  that  character.  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  The  Education  Act."]  I  have 
yet  to  learn  that  any  supporter  of  the 
Government  was  wounded  in  his  con- 
science by  Ibe  Education  Act.  This  is  an 
educational  question  in  my  jn^E^^t. 
The  opportunities  for  higher  education 
in  Ireland  are  very  small  by  comparison 
witii  Great  Britain,  and  relatively  they 
are  becoming  smaller,  because  in  this 
country  we  have  long  since  come  to  the 
conclusion  tiiat  what  we  mean  by  higher 
education  is  a  teachii^  body,  and  not 
an  examining  body,  and  there  has  been 
a  multiplication  of  teaching  bodies  in 
Great  Britain.  London  University  was 
an  examining  body  and  has  become  a 
teaching  body.  Victoria  University  is 
a  teaching  body,  and  Birmingham 
University  has  been  founded  and  is 
also  a  teaching  body.  I  speak  for 
myself,  because  I  want  to  have  no  mis- 
understanding  on  this  matter  with  any 
of  my  hon.  friends.  I  wish  them  to 
know  what  my  opinions  are.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  right  for  me  to 
disguise  thera,  and  I  speak  for  myself, 
and  myself  alone.  In  the  first  place, 
tilte  Government  will  not  bring  in  a 
measure  dealing  with  this  question.  In 
the  second  place,  I  hold  that  this  is  .a 
question  which  ought  to  be  settled,  and 
I  hold  that  opinion  in  common  with 
many  very  distinguished  statesmen  who 
have  sat  on  the  Conservative  side  of  the 
House  during  many  years.  [A  Nation- 
alist Member  :  A  pious  opinion.]  Now, 
if  that  be  my  position,  is  it  one  which 
I  ought  not  to  occupy  ?  I  do  not  think 
that  my  position  is  open  to  any  criticism 
from  hon.  Members  opposite.  I  have 
never  given  an  undertaking  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  in  connection  with  this 
question.  I  have  never  given  an  under- 
taking in  public  or  in  private.  I  have 
to  all  and  sundry,  when  they  have 
approached  me  on  the  subject,  given  my 
views  in  the  past,  and  I  am  ready  to  do  so 
in  the  future.  My  views  are  that  Ireland 
needs  greater  opportunities  for  higher  edu- 
cation, but  that  they  cannot  be  obtained 
untU  there  is  a  BU^|i^lvj|E5^ejg|^ 
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between  all  parties  interested  in  Ireland. 
The  approach  towards  8ul»tantial  agree- 
ment in  the  past  year  has,  I  think,  been 
great  and  marked,  and  it  will  end, 
in  my  judgment,  in  all  sections  oi  feel- 
ing and  belief  in  Ireland  coming  to  a 
solution  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all. 
I  know  that  many  do  not  share  that 
view.  Almost  every  person  who  speaks 
of  the  University  question  in  England, 
and  some  who  speak  of  it  in  Ireland, 
believe  that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  many  people  in  Ireland  to  found  a 
R<nnan  Oatitolic  University.  That  is  not 
80.  Then  they  say  "  That  is  a  quibble ; 
a  college  is  the  same  thing."  They  be- 
lieve, unless  I  misjudge  them,  that  this 
college  would  be  of  a  denominational 
character,  with  denominational  teeta. 
That  is  not  so.  Nobody  proposes  that 
there  should  he  tests.  I  will  not  go  at 
greater  length  into  tbe  matter  this  even* 
ing.  I  wish  my  hon.  friends  to  imder- 
stand  that  I  am  personally  in  favour  of 
extending  the  opportunities  for  higher 
education  in  Ireland ;  but  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  ought  to  take  the  ques- 
tion up  as  a  Grovemment,  and  I  do  not 
believe  the  question  can  be  solved,  ex- 
cept on  the  basis  of  a  general  agreement 
in  Ireland.  I  do  believe  that  Irish 
opinion  is  approaching  towards  general 
agreement ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  will 
never  support  any  proposal  to  impose 
tests  at  this  time  of  day. 

I  cannot  proceed  at  greater  length 
in  the  reply  which  I  could  give 
to  many  of  the  detailed  criticisms 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
has  seen  fit  to  pass.  My  duty,  as 
I  understood  it,  was  to  remove  any 
misunderstandings.  That  I  have  done. 
Whether  the  position  of  the  Government 
is  acceptable  to  hon.  Members  or  not  I 
do  not  know.  At  any  rate  it  is  intel- 
ligible. In  our  opinion,  we  ought  to  give, 
to  Ireland  fully  that  which  tlwy  are  en- 
titled to  as  our  political  equals  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  Ireland  should 
have  an  equal  claim  upon  the  time  of 
Parliament  and  an  equal  claim  upon  the 
resources  of  the  common  Exchequer.  It 
should  be  our  duty  to  seek  to  make 
harmony  possible  and  easy.  The  motto 
Divide  et  impera  has  no  application  to 
the  relations  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  We  do  not  seek  to  divide  Ire> 
land  in  order  to  impose  a  yoke  upon  her. 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


Our  duty  as  Unionists  is  to  remove 
stumbling-blocks  from  the  path  of  peace- 
makers in  Ireland,  and  to  increase  by 
every  means  in  our  power  the  growth  of 
a  spirit  of  leoonciliation  in  that  country. 
We  believe  that  when  Ireland  is  hu- 
monious  and  strong  Ireland  will  be  con- 
tented.  We  believe  that  when  Ireland 
is  contented  she  will  take  her  place  at 
our  council  board  and  play  her  part 
throughout  the  Empire.   I  am  entitled 
to  state  my  view  as  clearly  and  fully  as- 
the  hem.  and  learned  Somber  has  stated 
his  view.  That  is  the  beli^  tiiat  we  may 
still  work  with ;  that  is  the  belief  in 
which  I  have  asked  my  hon.  friends  in 
the  past  to  work  with  me,  and  I  believe 
they  will  consider  impartially  any  pro- 
posals which  may  be  made  from  time  to- 
time  for  achieving  these  objects  in  Ire- 
land.  There  is  much  more  to  be  done  in 
Ireland.   The  Irish  qaes1d<m  is  not  yet 
settled.  It  will  not  be  settled  in  a  year, 
in  a  decade,  or  in  fifty  years.  Ton  are 
dealing  with  a  poor,  impoverished  agri- 
cultural  country,  which  has  suffered 
much  in  the  past  and  which  demands- 
your  patient  labour  if  it  is  to  l>e  put  in 
the  possession  of  the  full  opportunities- 
of  national  life.   Much  can  be  done  in 
Ireland  by  small  means — means  which,. 
I  fear,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
would  deride.    Let  roe  give  an  example. 
I  should  not  be  justified,  after  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  this  House  last  year 
acted  towards  Ireland,  in  coming  again 
to  ask  this  session,  or  next  session,  that 
a  further  sum  from  the  common  fund, 
should  be  voted  for  purely  Irish  purposes. 
But  even  if  that  be  not  done,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  effect  very  many  objects  in  Ire- 
land.   I  do  not  agree  with  the  criticism 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  passed  on 
the  Irish  Government,  but  I  know  it  is  a 
costly  Govenunent,  and  I  believe  that 
savings  can  be  effected  in  that  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  believe  tiiat  because  it  has 
been  done.   Last  year,  when  this  House 
undertook  to  give  a  free  gift  of  £12,000,000 
for  purely  Irish  purposes,  I  stated  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  institute  savings 
which  in  five  years  would  amount  to- 
£260,000.   All  the  steps  have  been  taken 
to  produce  that  result,  and  it  will  be 
produced.  It  will  go  <m  aocumuUtii^ 
and  in  ten  or  twelve  years  that  saving 
will  amount  to  £270,000  a  year;  and 
more  can  be  effectedr^lt.^iai  right  and 
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proper  that  such  additional  BaviI^^  and 
other  savings  cxE  a  nmiUr  character  on 
the  cost  of  Irudi  Governments  should  \» 
used  to  meet  the  peculiar  needs  of  an  im- 
poverished agricultural  country,  and  that 
they  should  be  looked  upon,  as  the  Irish 
Church  surplus  fund  was  looked  upon,  as 
Irish  money  which,  within  bounds,  should 
be  ap|>lied  to  purely  Irish  purposes. 
There  is  nothing  novel  in  that  alloca- 
tion of  Irish  money  to  Irish  purposes. 

Me.WILLIAM  REDMOND(Clare,  E..): 
Then  where  does  the  free  gift  oome  in  if  it 
is  made  up  by  savings  ? 

Mb.  WYNDHAH  :  I  am  sure  the  hon. 
Heniber  does  not  wish  to  repudiate  the 
bargain  come  to  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  House  last  year.  Last  year  we 
sgreed  to  give  £12,000,000.  and  I 
promised  the  House  that  there  would  be 
a  saving  of  £250,000.  That,  I  hold, 
should  be  devoted  to  Irish  purposes. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  do  not 
repudiate  anything. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM:  I  understand  the 

hon.  Member  does  not  wish  to  repudiate 
the  agreement  arrived  at  last  year. 

^Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  My  point 
is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
there  is  a  free  ^  of  £12,000,000,  whereas 
this  gift  is  to  be  made  up  by  savings 
effected  in  the  administration.  I  there- 
fore say  that  it  cannot  be  called  a  free 
gift. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man does  not  repudiate  what  I  stated. 
It  is  a  distinction  as  to  phraseology. 
I  am  not  pretending  that  in  this  matter 
we  have  been  th^less  or  generous  in 
any  lax  sense  of  the  term.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  say  that  we  have  used  our  best 
efforts  to  deal  fairly  and  justly 
with  Ireland  in  the  matter  of 
financial  relations  and  arrangements, 
and  I  hold  we  shall  continue  to 
do  so,  but  I  would  point  out  that  that 
cannot  be  done  when  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  me  to  come  to  this  House 
and  ask  for  further  sums  of  money.  I 
cannot  suppose  that  the  reply  which  I 
have  made  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member.  He  is  the 


head  of  an  independent  Party,  and  i» 
free  to  act  without  any  concern  for  the 
political  welfare  of  the  present  (Jovem^ 
ment,  uid  the  present  Qovemment  is 
quite  free  to  act  m  what  it  considers  the 
best  manner  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland,  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  Empire  as 
a  whole.  For  my  part,  I  shall  ask  my 
hon.  friends  to  continue  to  tread  the  path 
which  has  been  followed  by  our  leader,  the 
present  Prime  Minister,  who,  while  at  all 
times  maintaining  his  and  ourviews  of  the 
proper  constitution  of  the  two  countries, 
has  been  ready,  according  to  our  lights, 
and  within  the  limits  which  we  think 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Empire, 
as  I  think  we  always  skill  be,  to  assist 
the  development  of  a  lull  national  life  in 
Ireland  along  every  path  of  industrial, 
intellectual,  fuad  artistic  progress. 

Mk.HALDANE  (Haddingtonshire)  said 
one  did  not  know  which  to  admire  most — 
the  literary  charm  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  or  the  skilful  manner 
in  which  he  evaded  the  real  point  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford.  Ihe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  began  his  speech  by  discuss- 
ing the  question  of  an  independent 
Parliament  and  other  topics  which  did 
come  into  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  whose  views  they  all 
knew  on  the  point.  The  hon,  and 
lesmed  Member's  point  was  that  certain 
pledges  bad  been  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  others  which  had  not  been 
carried  out.  It  was  all  very  well  to  talk 
of  an  independent  Parliament,  but, 
while  he  did  not  agree  with  that  pro- 
position, that  did  not  prevent  him  say- 
ing that  the  remarks  made  about  eduoaticMi 
and  other  things  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  Ireland  was  a  most 
damaging  attack  on  the  position  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  What  was  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman's  position?  He 
went  on  the  Unionist  principle  that  the 
government  of  Ireland  should  be  in 
accordance  with  Irish  ideas.  He  had  a 
good  deal  of  sympathy  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself.  The  University 
question  was  not  the  only  one  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  position  was 
differentiated  from  that  of  some  of  his 
colleagues.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  adding  another  to  the  long  list  of 
conspicuous  witne8^8^,^^^tJte,(3iJ»^i^f 
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that  policy.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  in  regard  to  Universily  educa- 
tion, referred  to  pronuaes  made  hmg  ago, 
-which  promises  remained  nnfnlfiUed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  when  pressed 
on  this  point,  stated  his  own  opinion ; 
but  they  could  not  forget  that  that  woe 
the  stock  answer  they  received  from 
Ministers.  He  could  not  foi^et  that  the 
Prime  Minister,  at  Manchester  in  1899, 
declared  practically  ^t,  unless  this 
question  of  University  education  was 
settled,  Unionism  was  a  failure.  Years 
had  passed,  and  now  they  bad  the  stock 
answer — that  the  Grovemment  could  not 
carry  out  what  some  of  its  members 
thought  was  an  act  of  justice  to  Ireland. 
He  could  not  forget,  further,  that  in  1899 
there  was  a  proposal  from  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  that  the  question 
should  be  made  a  non-Farty  one,  but 
the  Government  neglected  to  take  any 
steps.  He  did  not  believe,  if  the  Govern- 
ment declared  what  their  policy  was, 
and  showed  that  it  was  not  a  policy  in 
the  interests  of  any  particular  religion, 
they  would  find  that  opposition  which 
they  anticipated.  But  they  had  never 
put  forward  any  scheme.  They  had 
never  taken  their  life  in  their  hand 
and  invited  the  opinion  of  the  House 
on  any  scheme.  How  could  they  suppose 
that  any  progress  was  likely  to  be  made 
until  they  took  up  the  whole  question 
in  a  way  in  which  it  could  be  dealt  with. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
an  advance  in  this  matter.  He  did 
not  agree  with  him.  In  1898  exactly 
this  point  of  advance  had  been  reached. 
There  was  a  scheme  at  that  time  which 
amounted  very  much  to  what  Lord 
Dnnraven  was  now  proposing,  only,  he 
thought,  it  was  in  the  even  better  form 
of  a  scheme  for  two  Universities.  That 
scheme  had  been  greatly  canvassed  in 
Ireland,  and  he  had  the  best  reason  for 
knowing  that  there  was  substantial 
agreement  on  it.  He  would  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  that  scheme 
haid  been  facilitated.  In  the  summer  of 
1897  the  Irish  Bishops  met  at  Maynooth 
and  passed  four  resolutions.  The  first 
of  these  was  that  they  would  accept  an 
open  University.  In  these  resolutions 
the  Irish  Bishops  accepted  the  principle 
of  an  open  University,  of  a  majority  of 
laymen  being  on  the  governing  body  of 
the  institution,  and  a  provision  that  no 
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state  funds  should  go  to  the  promoticm 
if  rel^ous  education,  or  anything  lead- 
ing np  to  it.  The  matter  went  further, 
of  he  mistook  not.   Th^  were  willing  to 

trust  the  Government  to  deal  fairly  with 
the  governing  body,  and  put  proper  re- 
presentatives of  education  on  it.  They 
ofiered  no  objection  to  a  scheme  oi  two 
open  Universities — one  in  Dublin,  and 
the  odiet  in  BeUast— one  in  which  there 
should  be,  in  point  of  fact,  something  of 
I  a  Catholic  atmosphere,  and  the  other  in 
;  which  the  atmosphere  should  be  Fresby- 
\  terian.   That  scheme  was  much  discussed 
j  in  Ireland ;  it  was  before  the  people 
I  there ;  it  was  known  here,  and  there 
was  every  disposition  to  tareat  it  as  a 
I  a  non-Farty  question.  Notwithstanding 
t  that,  however,  no  progress  had  been 
j  made  with  the  question  from  that  time 
!  to  this.   He  was  not  blaming  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman   the  Chief  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  again 
only  another  witness  in  that  long  train 
of  people  who.  had  succeeded  to  a  post  <A 
tiiehi^est  responsibilil^,  and  who,  mov- 
ing in  the  dinclion  of  trying  to  devise 
some  means  of  governing  the  people  of 
Ireland  aco(»nling  to  their  own  notions, 
found  themselves  hampered  in  their 
efforts  to  do  so.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  he  was  strongly  in  favour 
of  reform  of  the  higher  education  in 
Ireland.    That  might  be.   Every  Chief 
Secretary  and  every  rei^Knuible  Minister 
in  Ireluid  had  felt  it  was  the  greatest 
scandal  that  Uiat  country  had  not  that 
development  of  higher  education  in  a 
fashion  suited  to  the  gokius  of  her 
pe^le. 

To-day  they  had  a  condition  of 
things  in  which  there  were  two  Uni- 
versities— one  a  University  admirable  in 
its  type,  and  with  splendid  hist<ffical 
traditKms  associated  with  it.  But 
the  University  of  Dublin,  which 
catered  for  a  class,  could  not 
do  what  was  necessary  for  the  whole 
Irish  people.  It  could  not  do  it  in  the 
fashion  which  the  popular  Scottish 
Universities  did  for  the  populntion  of 
Scotland,  or  in  the  way  some  of  the  new 
Universities  in[,£ngland  were  doing  Ua 
the  middle  andlihe  lower  middle  classes 
of  England.  Then  there  was  the  Royal 
Irish  University ;  but  that  was  an  ex- 
amining body  and  nothing  more  ;  it  had 
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was  far  behind  both  Scotlftnd  and  Eng- 
land, and  yet  he  ventured  to  say  that 
it  needed  UniverBity  education  possibly 
more  than  either  of  these  two  countries. 
He  remembered  talking  with  a  distin- 
guished Irishman,  a  Unionist,  holding  a 
high  position,  who  said  that,  for  con- 
science 8ake,clever  young  men  in  Ireland, 
sons  of  middle-class  parents,  who  would 
in  the  ordinary  course  go  to  a  University, 
refrained  from  goii^;  where  their  creed 
forbade  them.  The  result  was  that  their 
sphere  of  ambition  was  narrowed,  they 
were  shut  out  from  the  higher  pro- 
feesions,  and  had  to  go  into  journalism 
or  some  such  career.  He  knew  nothing 
more  deplorable  than  the  way  in  which 
the  easy  passage  from  class  to  class, 
and  the  association  of  people  of  different 
opinions  in  a  common  basis  of  culture, 
which  the|UniverBity  gave, was  denied  the 
youth  of  Ireland,  and  that  healing  in- 
fluence taken  away  from  them.  He  knew 
it  was  said  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
that  they  did  not  want  any  University 
teaching  which  was  dominated  by  de- 
nominationalism,  or  by  a  particular 
Church.  Supposing  that  to  be  so,  they 
were  leaving  three-fourths  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  uneducated.  Why  not  con- 
cede religious  liberty  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  ?  Why  make  them  feel  that  they 
must  make  this  sacrifice,  or  be  disloyal 
to  their  creed  ?  If  the  Government 
chose  to  be  in  earnest  on  this  matter, 
they  could  deal  with  this  question  with- 
out violating  a  single  canon  laid  down 
by  the  strongest  of  their  supporters. 
The  hierarchy  would  not  oppose  an 
open  University ;  at  any  rate  they  were 
prepared  to  acquiesce  in  it ;  the 
Presbyterians  of  Belfast  were  ready 
to  acquiesce  in  it  likewise,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  a  grave  responsibility 
that  the  Govemmmt  should  come  once 
again  with  the  oft-repeated  tale,  to  which 
they  had  listened  so  frequently  in  the 
past,  that  they  could  not,  as  a  Govern- 
moDt.  I>rin^  in  a  mc-as-urc  ri»  deal  with 
th-ii  iiun*tioa.  Surely  it  u-ae  open  to 
them,  holding  the  viewa  expiessed  by 
tlie  lig^t  hon.  Gentleman,  to  let  the 
Honw  of  Commooii  decide  on  this  ques- 
tion  by  a  majority.  Let  the  time  be 
given  for  the  Honae  to  expresa  its  views 
freelv  and  fully,  and  let  no  Party  con- 
ftidetationd  stand  in  the  way  of  that  ex- 
pMiion  oi  opinioil.  the  time 


had  oome  for  tiie  Gtovetnment  to  take 
the  course  shadowed  forth  in  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  If  they 
did  not,  this  question  was  doomed  to 
sterility.  He  did  not  wonder  at  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Waterford,  or  at  his  attitude  of  dis* 
gust  with  the  Government.  He  did  not 
wonder  at  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
insisting  on  the  introduction  of  a  Bill. 
He  believed  if  the  Crovernment  would 
find  the  time,  make  this  question  an 
open  one,  accept  loyally  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  of  Cionunons  and 
bring  in  legislation  to  give  effect  to 
it,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford  would  probably  be  prepared 
to  abate  somewhat  his  hard  conditions 
and  assist  in  carrying  it  through. 

All  those  things  made  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  take  a  progressive  course  in  regard 
to  Ireland.  In  the  last  few  years  there 
had  been  a  change  in  the  situation  of  that 
country.  They  had  witnessed  an  up- 
rising of  a  new  element  in  the  political 
situation.  What  with  the  deliberationa 
which  had  taken  place  in  regard  to  the 
Irish  land  question,  and  now  on  the 
education  question,  the  situation  in 
Ireland  seemed  to  him  to  have  very 
materially  altered  on  all  hands.  The 
prejudices  of  people  about  Irish  self- 
government,  and  about  the  devolution 
of  large  powers  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
for  managing  their  own  affairs  were 
vanishing  away.  He  should  like  to  see- 
that  continued  and  advanced  by  dealing 
on  some  non-Party  basis  with  l^iis  ques- 
tion of  education.  He  believed  it  could 
be  done.  What  was  required  was  to 
establish  u  relation  of  confidence  between 
the  responsible  leaders  in  Ireland,  and 
the  responsible  leaders  over  here,  and 
that  might  be  done  by  consultation.  He 
rejoiced  to  think  that  there  were  other 
signs  of  that  better  state  of  things,  but 
he  was  disappointed  when  an  oppor- 
tunity came  in  which  these  hopes  might 
be  to  some  extent  realised,  that  the 
Government  should  fall  back  into  the 
old  hopeless  position.  He  sympathised 
with  the  right  hon.  Grentleman,  who  waa 
wider-minded  than  some  of  his  col- 
leagues ;  but  he  could  not  think  it  was 
worthy  of  him  to  allow  this  opportunity 
to  slip  through  his  fingers.  Better  to 
risk  the  life  of  the  Qovemment  than  to 
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leave  this  question  in  its  present  posi- 
tion. It  was  not  by  trying  to  save  their 
life  in  this  case  that  they  could  save  it. 
It  was  by  taking  risks  that  they  could 
4o  more  for  those  whom  tjiey  represented 
and  for  the  cause  of  Iiish  education. 
'He  knew  of  no  course  which  would  be 
more  calculated  torouse  that  enthusiasm 
which  he  feared  was  waning  in  the  sup- 
porters of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
■opposite,  than  that  he  should  frankly 
«ome  forward  with  a  great  scheme  like 
that  which  Lord  Dunraven  had  fore- 
shadowed of  two  colleges  in  one  Univer- 
sity, or  two  open  UniversitieB  for  Ireland, 
— which  he  believed  would  be  the  best — 
and  commend  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  leaving  it  to  the 
House  to  deal  with  it.  If  that  were 
■done  he  was  convinced  that  the  House 
would  assert  its  true  instincts,  would 
recc^ise  the  justice  of  the  case  of  Ireland, 
And  would,  by  a  large  majority,  pro- 
nounce for  the  settlement  of  this  question, 
which  would  redeem  them  from  what  he 
called  more  than  a  scandal. 

Mp.  BLAKE  (Longford,  N.)  said  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  limited  his 
observations  almost  entirely  to  one  very 
striking  and  most  cogent  and  important 
illustration,  but  still  only  one  of  the 
many  illustrations  given  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  as  a  justification 
to  the  continuous  demand  of  the  Irish 
people  for  self-government.  After  the 
declaration  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  he 
differed  a  little  from  the  views  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  good 
effects  which  had  been  produced  by  the 
jsystem  of  Parliamentary  manipulation 
Bttch  as  he  had  proposed,  in  reference  to 
the  University  question.  There  was  a 
time  when  tiiere  was  a  very  encouraging 
debate  on  non-Party  lines  on  that 
question,  as  far  as  men  of  light  and  lead- 
ing in  this  House  were  concerned,  but  it 
did  not  appear  to  him  that,  even  on  that 
auspicious  occasion,  those  in  whose 
bands  the  right  hon ,  Gentleman  had  form- 
ally placed  the  settlement  of  this  question, 
were  in  the  slightest  degree  influenced 
by  the  arguments,  assertions,  and  views 
put  forward  by  the  leading  minds  in  this 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  no  advance  had  been  made,  but  if 
no  advance  had  been  muide,  it  was 
Acknowledged  that  reasonable  and  satis- 
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factory  views  had  bean  assented  to  on 

the  part  of  the  hierarchy.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  not  denied  the  statement 
that  no  proposal  had  been  made  by  any 
responsible  Minister,  even  to  the  Cabinet 
of  the  open  mind,  to  consider  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Irish  University  question. 
That  was  a  statement  of  a  colleague  of 
tiiie  r^ht  hem.  GenUemenand  was  quoted 
and  not  denied.  It  was  inaction  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to 
have  made  such  a  proposal,  because  no 
one  was  better  qualified  to  judge  the 
strength  of  opinion  in  the  quarter  to 
which  he  had  referred  the  ultimate 
arbitrament  and  decision  oi  the  ques- 
tion. The  Prime  Hinister  and  the  right 
hon.  Gtontleman  were  throughout  re- 
sponsible. The  great  majority  of  the  Irish 
people  were  acquiescent.  That,  there- 
fore, was  not  the  quarter  to  which  the 
question  was  referred.  It  was  the 
Londonderry  quarter,  whose  gracious 
views  on  liberty,  on  the  extinguishment 
of  religions  prejudice,  and  on  the  efiace- 
ment  of  old  notions  of  religioua  ascend- 
ancy were  to  prevail. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
the  high  principles  which  ought  to  obtain 
in  the  settlement  of  a  question  of  a  re- 
ligious nature,  because  he  said  this  ques- 
tion partly  partakes  of  a  religious  nature ; 
all  Party  discipline,  all  ties  of  comrade- 
ship were  to  be  set  on  one  side.  The 
Iridi  Members,  however,  now  understood 
the  situation ;  they  understood  that  the 
hopes,  which  had  not  been  for  the  first  time 
excited  by  negotiations,  went  a  consider- 
able length  towards  ideas  of  good  feeling 
and  benevolence,  and  it  was  hoped 
would  produce  corresponding  feelings  on 
the  part  of  t&ose  to  whom  they  were 
addressed ;  the  result  was  that  the 
Irish  people  were  again  fooled;  they 
had  learned  once  again  the  lesson  which 
he  thought  had  been  adequately  taught 
by  the  action  of  the  Prime  Minister 
himself,  that  after  all  it  was  a  very 
doubtful  advantage,  in  the  present  system 
of  political  Parliamentary  and  Party  gov- 
ernment, to  suggest  the  existence  of  open 
questions  and  non-Party  views  <m  matters 
of  that  kind.  The  I^me  Ministw,  he 
had  no  doubt,  used  all  the  influence  he 
could.  He  spoke  in  this  House  openly 
and  fully  his  individual  opinion.  There 
was  hardly  anything  he  could  not  do 
with  his  followers,  but  he  oould  not 

Digitized  by  LjOOg IC 


345     Kin^s  l^ech  (Motion     {3  February  1904)        f&r  an  Address).  246 


settle  the  Irish  University  question.  He 
Jelt  he  could  not,  he  found  he  could  not, 
and  he  acknowledged  he  could  not.  Were 
Uiey  therefore  any  further  forward 
because  the  most  powerful  political 
personage  in  the  country  had  expressed 
hia  view  in  favour  of  the  settlement  of 
this  question  ¥  Were  -they  any  better 
off  because  the  Chief  Secretary,  speaking 
for  himself  alone,  had  expressed  his 
sympathy  while  acknowledging  his 
impotence  ?  Could  anyone  doubt  that 
within  one  year  this  question  would  be 
settled  if  ike  Irish  people  had  the  power 
of  aetdii^  it  ?  The  right  hon.  Gientlranan 
had  made  ample  oonfeasion  of  tiie  wrong 
which  was  being  done  to  the  country, 
but  if  he  refused  the  Irish  peo^e  the 
power  of  settling  their  own  affairs,  he 
was  responsible  for  the  wrong  done  by 
this  question  remaining  unsettled 
because  of  a  prejudice  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  or  tiie  still 
keener  prejudice  of  the  allies  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
equal  political  rights  and  of  equal  claims 
on  the  time  of  Paniament.  Hehimselfwas 
Iri^andhad  equal  claims  to  justice.  Had 
the  situation  which  now  existed  in  Ireland 
ever  happened  in  England,  at  any  rate 
in  modem  times  ?  General  elef tion  after 
general  election,  notwithstanding  alterna- 
tions of  hope  and  fear,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  difficulties  which  accumulate 
around  a  Party  which  went  on  under 
disappointment  and  trouble  and  failure, 
notwithstanding  the  allnrements  of 
hononiable  office  and  ^oluments  which 
after  all  did  much  towards  the 
devotion  of  a  political  Party  in  this 
country,  the  Irish  people  returned 
by  four  to  one  representatives  of  one  set 
ol  political  views  and  aims.  Was  it  con- 
cei^ble  that  a  question  which  the 
Prime  Minister  admowledged  was  a 
matter  of  justice,  which  the  Minister 
mainly  xe^Knuible  i<a  ^e  (Government 
of  Ireland  regarded  as  one  of  justice 
and  capable  of  settlement,  should  remain 
unsettled,  although  four  to  one  of  the 
population  and  four  to  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  country  had  been  calling 
and  calling  and  calling  in  vain  for  a 
settlement?  Is  it  not  a  matter  for 
wtmder  l3iat  Irdand,  which,  centuries  and 
cmturiee  ago,  spread  the  light  of  learning 
thxoughout  Europe,  and  which  was  now, 


under  very  difficult  circumstances,  still 
devoted  to  learning,  should  be  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  University  education  ? 
He  pointed  with  pride  and  satisfaction, 
as  a  testimony  to  the  natural  capacity 
of  tike  Irish  nation,  to  the  fact  that  not* 
withstanding  the  obatiructions  which 
were  placed  in  their  way  the  frish 
Members  were  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to 
enter  into  conflict  in  the  high  field 
of  Parliament  and  to  hold  their 
own  in  debate  against  the  minority 
representationa  from  their  own  country, 
which  was  possessed  of  fortune,  had 
cmjoyed  Univeraty  education  and 
was  fostered  and  nurtured  in  Farlia- 
mentary  and  political  ambitions  by 
gifts  of  honour  and  place  which  had  been 
given  to  an  extent  not  given  to  any 
other  twenty-one  Members  of  any 
section  of  Parliament.  The  national 
representation  could  not  only  hold  their 
own  against  that  section  but  also  against 
the  rest  of  the  House.  He  could  not 
understand  how  any  political  assembly 
anxious  for  the  ndvancement  and  welfare 
of  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom  could 
hesitate  about  this  matter.  He  could 
not  understand,  if  the  House  of  Commons 
believed  in  the  advantages  of  highly 
trained  intellects,  why  it  should  not 
settle  this  question.  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  had  referred  to  a  University 
on  the  Scottish  form ;  all  they  wanted  in 
Ireland  was  a  University  with  the 
means  of  doing  the  work  of  a  University, 
with  a  satisfactory  endowment  and  one 
not  to  be  used  as  the  funds  of  Trinity 
College  and  some  of  the  older  Uni- 
versities were  now  being  used.  They 
wanted  money  and  that  was  the  reason 
why  it  was  no  use  in  talking  about  open 
questions  and  proposals  not  made 
directly  by  the  Government  of  the  day. 

The  University  question  was  the 
most  cogent  evidence  of  the  failure  of 
the  Government  to  do  what  was  best 
toi  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  had  opened  the 
question  from  the  most  fundamental 
point  of  view.  He  had  opened  it  as  a 
question  of  right  and  justice  for  the 
sentiment  of  the  country,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  ac- 
knowledged that  he  knew  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlemen  had  brought  for- 
ward the  question  nearest  his  heart.  Yes, 
but  not  nearest  his  heart  aUme:  nearest 
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the  heurtB  of  fUl  his  colleagues  w)io  sur- 
ronnded  him,  and  the  hearts  of  all  those 
who  lived  in  the  countiy  from  which 
the  Irish  Members  came — some  of  them 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  —  to  call  for 
a  solution  of  this  problem,  nearest 
to  the  hearts  of  those  fur  more  numerons 
and  wealthy  scions  the  Irish  race 
who  had  been  driven,  mainly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  action  of  the  Government, 
tzom  Irish  soil ;  nearest  to  the  hearts  of 
those  millions  of  Irish  who  lived  in 
this  island,  and  who  told  the  Qovem- 
ment  recently  what  their  opinion 
was ;  nearest  to  the  hearts  of  the  many 
abrmd  in  countries  which  owed  allegiance 
to  this  Empire,  where  they  had  equal 
political  rights,  and  where  they  were 
able  to  participate  in  and  take  their 
fair  share  of  the  control  of  the  destinies 
of  the  country  which  they  called  their 
own;  yet  nearest  to  their  hearte  they 
felt  as  the  sons  of  Ireland  did  ;  nearest  to 
their  hearts  remained  the  Iri^  question, 
a  sentiment  not  unreasonable  and  not  to 
be  condenmed  by  right  feeling  men  as 
hostile.  In  those  who  had  been  forced 
to  leave  the  land  of  their  birth  and 
their  homes  and  who  had  by  a  natural 
process,  obtained  their  political  freedom, 
sentiments  of  hostility  had  been  laj^ely 
mitigated,  but  there  remained  always  a 
feeling  for  Irish  freedom.  That  fecUug 
ezist^  in  the  mighty  English-speaking 
Bepublic  in  respect  to  which  it  was  the 
greatest  desire  of  this  country  to  obtain 
permanent  political  relations  of  good 
will  and  friendship,  based  on  com- 
munity of  tongue  and  association  and 
community  of  aspirations  in  respect  to 
the  affairs  of  the  world.  The  Irish  of 
that  country  were,  and  would  continue 
to  be,  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  this  coun- 
try obtaining  its  wish  until  justice  was 
done  to  Ireland.  He  had  known  nothing 
more  remarkable  than  the  effect  for  good, 
among  the  Irish  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  proposals  of  Mr.  Gladstone  for  Home 
Rule. 

The  r^t  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  this 
question  could  not  be  treated  as  an 
isolated  question,  that  they  could  not 
deal  with  questions  relating  to  Ireland, 
Scotland  and  England  separately.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  called  them  two 
metropolitan  islands !  Two !  Let  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mock  the  Irish 
Members  by  calling  Ireland  a  metro- 
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politan  island.     There  was  only  one 
metropolis,  and  that   ruled  Ireland  as 
well  as  itself.  He  accepted  the  suggestion 
that  in  this  great  question   of  policy 
they  were  entitled  to  look  at  the  whole 
situation,  and  were  fully  entitled  to 
oonadet  in  a  qnestiim  of  policy  relating 
to  the  Empire  its  relations  to  the  rest 
of  the  world.  If  they  wanted  to  strengtheD 
the  Empire  as  a  whole  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  it  was  by  contentment  to 
Ireland  given  by  the  means  which  had 
been  proved  by  the  Government  to  give 
contentment  to  different  places  under 
more    difficult    conditions    that  the 
Empire  should  be  strengdiened.  The 
great  weakness  of  this  country  was 
its    treatment    of   Ireland,   and  yet 
they  were  told  that  the  weakness  must 
continue    for   ever.     The  difficulties 
spoken  of  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  regard  to  an  Irish  University  were 
not  limited  to  sentiment   about  the 
University.  He  had  spoken  of  racial  and 
religious  questions,  ab  to  the  racial  qaes- 
tion,  enough  had  been  said.   What  was 
the  English  race  ?    How  many  strains  of 
blood  went  to   make  this  composite 
nation  ?  As  to  the  religious  question,  in 
which,  however,  little  Christianity  and  less 
;  charity  was  to  be  found,  that  difficulty 
I  had  been  tersely  expressed  by  the  phrase 
I  that  Home  Rule  meant  Rome  Rnle. 
'  How  did  it  come  about  first  of  all  that 
the  priest  should  occupy  such  a  high 
place  with  reference  to  the  views  of  ^e 
people  of  Ireland  ?   That  question  had 
already  been  answered.    The  e4,ucated 
'.  part  of  the  community,  the  landlords, 
I  had  disassociated  themselves  from  the 
I  people  long  ago.    The  mass  of  tiie 
people,  htm  whom  might  have  been 
drawn  picked  men  who,  with  a  Univer- 
sity education,  would  have  been  able  to 
cope  with  the  educated  class,  had  been 
left  uneducated  and  kept  down,  they 
bad  naturally  and  reasonably  turned 
towards  the  Irish  priests,  and  it  was 
only  natural  that  the  priests  should  as- 
sume a  |K»ition  of  greater  prominence  in 
the  affairs  of  their  flodc  than  otherwise 
might  have  been  the  case.   But  what 
was  it  that  brought  forward  the  Irish 
prieet  in  political  conflicts  and  made  bim 
feel  that  it  was  his  duty  to  take  that 
position  ?   It  was  that  this  country  had 
all  the  religious  and  natural  instincts  of 
ib»  people  against  it.  ^his  countzy  bad 
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«8tabli8hed  a  union*  of  politics  and  1  men  if  they  did  not  insist  upon  their 
leligion,  and  had  rendered  it  not  only  i  right  to  Home  Rule.  Of  course  there 
natural  and  possible  but  probable  that  the  I  were  questions  of  difficulty.  There  was 
priest  should  take  an  active  part  in  lead- 1  no  question  at  all  that  any  constitutional 
ing  those  who  had  been  left  with  no  |  reform  not  accomplished  by  force  was  a 
other  leaders  in  the  sense  of  educated  !  reform  granted  by  Parliament,  that  any 
men.  I  Pnrliament  obtained  by  Ireland  must 

^,  ^.  ,  _  «  ,  ij  J  -  ^  a  statutory  Parliament,  and  that  what 
The  granting  of  Home  Rule  would  dis- I  p„ii^^g^t  ParUament  had 

solve  the  relation  between  the  religious  ^  ^^^^      Those  propoBitions 

faith  of  one  section  of  the  community,  n^t^rally  and  inevitably  followed,  and 

\  they  were  frankly  acknowledged  by  all 
:  Irishmen.  What  they  said  was  that 
j  they  would  have  no  mere  formal  freedom 
i  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  but 
I  substantial  freedom  to  govern  Ireland 
!  according  to  her  own  will.  He 
knew   how  a  subordinate  Parliament 


and  the  political  condition  of  the  com- 
monity  altogether.  Once  the  dominant 
piessnie  of  this  great  national  question 
was  ended,  there  would  arise  in  Ireland 
the  natural  and  healthful  play  of  differ- 
ence amongst  parties.  They  would  not 
be  parties,  Protestant  and  Catholic ;  the 


localquestionswhich  came  up  would  be  igj^^te^         tl^^    ^^^^-^  Parliament 


questions  into  which  the  religious 
«lement  would  not  enter.  The  parieAi  priest 
would  remain  a  citizen,  iiduential  by 
reason  of  his  character  and  the  confidence 
reposed  In  him,  but  he  would  no  longer 
lead  the  people  as  one  man.  His  flock 
would  necessarily  be  divided,  and  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  act  according  to  a  wholly 
altered  state  of  things;  the  difierence 


worked;  he  was  aware  of  the  degree 
of  freedom  and  self  -  government 
which  existed,  although  its  acts 
might  be  disallowed  and  its  charter 
annulled.  Those  were  great  reserve 
powers  with  which  Irishmen  did  not 
propose  to  quarrel,  which  were  to  be 
used  only  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  reserved,  and  which  would 


of  opinion  would  render  it  prudent  and  ,  leave  to  the  Irish  people  that  reality  of 
proper  that  he  should  no  longer  take  the  |  self-government  which,  being 
prominent  part  in  Irish  pontics  ox  which 
coraplaint  was  often  made.  So  far  for 
Home  Rule,  meaning  Rome  Rule,  in 
the  sense  of  entailing  the  undue  and  un- 
healthy predominance  of  the  priest,  it 
was  the  one  thing  which,  by  a  necessary 
process,  would  effect  the  change  desired. 
How  could  the  English  people  expect 
the  Irish  nation  to  rest  contented  with 
the  condition  in  which  Irish  questions 


a  sen- 
sible people,  was  all  they  cared  for. 

They  had  not  abated  their  demands ; 
but  would  always  choose  their  own 
time  and  method  for  bringing  them 
forward.  The  Chief  Secretary  would 
be  wise  to  wait  a  little  before  attempting 
to  teach  the  Irish  Party  politics.  They 
had  their  views  as  to  when  a  Home  Rule 
Motion  should  be  put  forward.  There 
was  no  sort  of  wisdom  in  proposing 


at  present  stood  ?  How  could  they  ,  ^^ery  session  such  a  Motion  as  a  mere 
expect  anything  but  discontent  when  |  ju^tter  of  course;  it  was  for  them  to 
Irish  representatives  m  Parliament,  in  |  ^^^^^^  „hen  and  how  they  would 
the  proportion  of  four  to  one,  were  power-  |  challenge  the  opinion  of  the  House,  and 
less  to  obtain  relief,  and  when  Irish  j  ^(,1,^1,1^  they  understood  the  game  quite 
questions  were  settled  according  to  the  |  ^  „  jj^^  ^g^t  hon.  Gentieman.  It 
views  of  the  mmonty  of  Irish  Members,  ^asavery  abnormal  state  of  things  which 
many  of  whom  were  always  placemen,  i  ^^^^  f-^^^  p^rty  and  the  Irish  people 
and  almost  all   expectant  placemen  ?,     large,  in  such  a  relation  to  the  Govem- 


Let  Englishmen  put  themselves  in  the 
place  of  Irishmen.  How  would  they  feel 
if  England  were  as  much  smaller  as 
she  is  larger  than  Ireland,  and  if 
her  representatives,  in  the  prepor- 
tioa  of  four  to  one,  were  powerless 
in  the  common  Parliament,  and  her 


destinies  systematically  arranged  by  the 

minority  ?  Irishmen  would  be  less  than  j  governed  which  <>'MS^^|Pe^^^<t^^5^^((f 
VOL.  CXXIX.   [Fourth  Series.]         I  ^      ^  ^ 


ment  of  the  day  that  they  were  about 
the  last  to  learn  what  was  going  on  in 
the  concerns  of  the  country.  There  were 
whispers  in  corridors,  an  occasional  letter 
in  the  paper — a  balon  d'essai — signed  by 
a  noble  Lord,  suggestions  here  and 
suggestions  there,  but  there  was  none  of 
the  sympathy  between  governors  and 

so 
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|ar  as  concerned  the  minority  who  sup- 
pOTted  the  Administration,  who  knew 
everydiing,  and  who  dictated  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  while  the  represen- 
tatives of  those  masses  were  left  to  such 
methods  as  he  had  described  for  under- 
standing the  condition  of  afiairs.  The 
Irish  people  did  not  conceive  the  Grattan 
Parliament  to  be  the  failure  which  had 
been  alleged.  If  the  House  considered 
the  then  condition  of  politics,  the  situa- 
tion in  which  the  rights  d  Soman 
Catholics  and  popular  rights  then  were, 
what  Grattan's  Parliament  did,  and  the 
progress  it  made,  it  would  be  admitted 
that  Grattan's  Parliament  needed  no 
defence  against  the  Attacks  of  the  right 
hon.  GentlemaQ.  He  agreed,  however, 
that  Qrattan's  Parliament  was  a  very 
different  thing  from  what  would  now  be 
regarded  as  an  ideal  Parliament.  As  to 
the  contention  that  Ireland  received 
benefits  from  the  Union,  he  believed  that 
if  she,  being  a  poor  country,  were 
governed  on  a  scale  having  regard  to  her 
poverty,  if  she  were  not  drawn  at  the 
heels  of  the  British  Parliament,  and 
governed  on  a  scale  having  reference  to 
so-called  Imperial  objrats — of  which 
many*  were  disastrous  failures  and  others 
doubtful  experiments — her  difficulties 
would  not  be  as  great  as  they  at  present 
were.  Sweetness  of  feeling  and  tone  would 
be  compensation  for  any  loss  of  money 
by  England  which  was  largely  drawn  outof 
Ireland,  and  even  when  sent  over  to  Ireland 
very  largely  expended,  not  according  to 
the  need  of  the  Irish  people,  but  expended 
extravagantly  and  for  purposes  that  had 
not  received  the  assent  of  the  people. 

He  did  not  propose  at  all  to  enter  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Land  Act.  The  proper 
time  for  that  would  be  when  the  amending 
Bill  was  introduced.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  told  them  that  his  Bill  was 
going  to  be  Umited  to  the  correction  of 
somebody's  blunders  in  draftsmanship, 
and  that  he  would  see  that  what  Parlia- 
ment intended  should  be  carried  out  in 
the  Act.  He  did  not  propose  to  open  the 
door  for  further  discussion.  They  would 
of  course  take  their  own  course.  Giving 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  credit  for  good 
intentions  in  connection  with  the  Act  of 
last  year,  with  all  his  political  sagacity 
illumined  by  the  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  and  conditions  of 
Irish  life  by  tlw  Irish  Members,  notwith- 

Jfr.  Blake. 


'  standing  the  happy  feeling  that  prevailed 
I  last  sesaioii,  ajid  n*twi^tanding  the 
;  utmost  desire  upon  the  Irish  Benches  to 
minimise  causes  of  difference,  yet  diey 
were  compelled  to  bring  forward  many 
topics;  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuin  laboured 
long  and  hard  to  meet  their  views,  but 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  desire  to 
avoid  subjects  of  contention,  and  a  desire 
on  their  part  to  meet  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  fa  ras  they  could.they  were  yet  com- 
pelled last  year  to  speaJc  strongly  against, 
and  as  far  as  they  could  prevent,  the 
passage  of  certain  parts  of  the  Land  Bill  r 
this  left  them  now  not  merely  perfectly 
free  but  absolutely  bound,  after  experi- 
ence had  demonstrated  that  these  defects 
which  they  predicted  had  already  arisen,  to 
take  the  opportunity  of  stating  them  to 
this  House,  not  merely  vindicatii^  their 
judgment— which  was  a  poor  matter — 
but  endeavouring  to  obtain  redress  of 
those  things  which  obstructed  the  Act. 
The  Irish  Members  were  bound  to  en- 
deavour to, cure  the  defects  in  the  Act 
which,  if  tJiey  were  allowed  to  remain, 
would  make  l^e  operations  of  the  Act 
slower,  and  wonkl  prevent  its  beneficial 
operation  for  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
its  safe  operation  for  the  people  of  this 
country.  He  rejoiced  that  they  had 
raised  at  the  opening  of  the  session  this 
inexorable  attitude — an  attitude  which 
they  were  sent  there  to  take,  and  as  to  which 
they  would  be  false  to  their  constituencies 
if  they  shrunk  from  maintaining — on. 
the  great  national  question  which  to  their 
mind  embodied  and  overwhelmed  all  other 
questions.  All  other  questions  were  sus- 
ceptible of  being  solved,  if  Home  Rule  be 
granted,  by  those  whose  interest  it  should 
be  to  solve  them.  This  solution  of  the 
Home  Rule  question  was  the  one  that 
would  reUeve  them  of  these  questions. 
There  was  no  alternative  to  the  freedom 
of  Home  Rule  which  they  demanded  for 
Ireland. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liver|H>oU 
E.  Toxteth)  said  that  all  the  enthusiasm 
on  the  Unionist  side  of  the  House  was  so 
much  concentrated  in  another  quarter, 
namely,  in  the  comer  occupied  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  that  there  was  scarcely 
any  enthusiasm  for  the  Government 
itself.  It  never  occurred  to  him  that  the 
hoD.  Member  lor  Haddingtonshire  would 
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prescribe  as  a  tonic  for  the  Government  an 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  University  Bill. 
That  mg^t  improve  the  position  of  the 
Qoremment  in  Ireland,  but  in  various 
parts  of  England  it  would  be  received 
with  the  greatest  disfavour,  and  so  far 
from  improving  their  position  and  avoid- 
ing a  catastrophe,  he  could  not  conceive 
anythii^;  more  likely  to  precipitate 
divisions  in  a  Party,  a'ready  divided,  than 
what  had  been  suggested  across  the  floor 
of  the  House  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Haddingtonshire.  The  ques- 
tion of  Home  Role  which  at  ^e  moment 
occupied  their  minda  was  one  which  pos- 
sibly to-day  needed  no  definition,  nor  was 
it  necessary  for  hon.  Members  on  the  Gov- 
ernment side  of  the  House  to  define  their 
position,  which  remained  as  it  was  when 
the  quest  on  was  first  raised.  Perhaps  in 
the  present  state  of  Parties  and  the 
present  divided  state  of  public  opinion  it 
might  be  desirable  to  re-affirm  from  all 
sides  of  the  Unionist  Party  their  deter- 
mination to  adhere  to  the  Union  as  one  of 
the  main  factors  o  Unionist  policy.  He 
readily  understood  the  reasons  which  led 
the  CSiief  Secretary  to  define,  as  he  had 
done  with  admirable  lucidity,  his  own 
potttion  on  the  question.  Even  the  hon. 
and  learned  tiember  for  Waterford  ad- 
mitted that  if  every  Irish  grievance  was 
removed  the  demand  for  Home  Rule 
would  still  remain  in  all  its  pristine  vigour. 
This  was  not  a  very  encouraging  prtwpect 
for  English  politicians  who  believed  that 
by  gradually  removing  Irish  grievances 
they  were  removing  arguments  for  Home 
Rule.  As  he  understood  the  hon.  and 
learned  Blember  for  Waterford,  if  every 
Irish  grievance  and  injustice  were  swept 
away  to-morrow  the  demand  of  the  Irish 
people  for  Home  Rule  would  remain  and 
they  would  still  be  confronted  with  this 
claim  for  independence.  He  thought  on 
the  Government  side  of  the  House  they 
ought  to  re-afiirm  their  det^mination,  not 
from  motives  of  bigotry  or  racial  prejudice, 
bat  from  the  point  of  view  of  practical 
politics,  that  they  would  not  go  back  one 
single  inch  upon  the  Union  or  the  position 
they  had  taken  up  in  regard  to  it. 

On  tiiis  question  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
University  for  Ireland  he  would  like  to  say 
awtndortwo.  He  had  listened  carefully  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,and  he  must 
confess  that  he  couki  not  quite  maka  out 
what  was  his  position  cm  this  question. 


He  understood  the  ilg^t  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say  that  the  Government  did  not  pro- 
pose to  bring  in  any  measure  dealing  with 
University  education  in  Ireland  this 
session.  But  there  was  something  in  the 
words  and  also  in  the  manner  of  the  rif^t 
hon.  Gentleman  which  gave  him  the  im- 
pression that  if  action  were  taken  by  a 
private  Member  on  this  subject  that 
action  would  receive  the  benevolent 
neutrality,  and  possibly  the  benevolent 
interest,  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 
That  seemed  to  htm  something  of  the 
same  attitude  tiiat  the  (Government  had 
adopted  on  another  question.  The  Gov- 
ernment thought  that  on  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion the  country  was  not  yet  ripe  for  food 
taxation,  and,  therefore,  while  public 
opinion  was  gradually  maturing,  the 
Cabinet  assumed  the  attitude  of  not 
initiating  a  policy.  They  left  it  to  a 
private  individual — certainly  not  an 
ordinary  private  individual,  but  one  who 
stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  country- 
men—to educate  the  country  to  the  point 
of  legislation.  In  the  same  way  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  Government  were 
going  to  wait  until  the  House  was  educated 
up  to  the  point  of  sanctioning  a  scheme 
for  a  Roman  Catiiolic  University  in  Ire- 
ktnd.  They  were  not  going  boldly  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  initiating  such  legisla- 
tion, but  they  were  going  to  wait  and 
afiect  a  benevolent  interest  to  the  mis- 
sionary efiorts  of  private  individuids. 

BIb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Send 
Jesse  Collings  out. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  was  bound  to 
say  that  suf^estion  never  occurred  to  him. 
It  might  commend  itself  to  the  hon.. 
Member. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  It 
would  be  in  keeping  with  the  rest  of 
their  actions. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  said  he  was 
very  much  surprised  to  hear  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford  that 
the  Conservative  Party  was  pledged  to 
this  policy.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
Conservative  Party  was  pledged  to  the 
policy  of  a  Roman  Catholic  University 
for  ^eland.  He  turned  up  a  speech  of 
the  present  Prime  Minister  delivered. 
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in  1900  when  this  question  was  last  de- 
bated in  the  House.  The  right  hen. 
Gentleman  used  some  remarkable 
words  on  that  occasion  to  the  effect 
that  this  was  an  agreed  upon  open  ques- 
tion between  both  Front  Benches,  and 
therefore  he  could  not  assume  responsi- 
bility in  the  matter  except  for  himself. 
If  the  Prime  Minister  three  years  ago 
could  only  treat  this  matter  as  an  agreed 
upon  open  question  between  the  two 
Front  Benches  certainly  it  was  clear  that 
he  could  not  pledge  his  Party,  and  he 
<:  ould  not  see  that  those  who  had 
entered  this  House  since  the  date  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke,  were 
in  any  way  pledged  to  such  a  policy. 
For  lus  part  he  ^ould  like  to  say  de- 
finitely and  distinctly  that  if  the  Prime 
Minister  had  pledgeid,  as  was  assumed, 
the  Conservative  Party  to  any  policy  of 
establishing  a  Roman  Catholic  Uni- 
versity for  Ireland  he  emphatically  re- 
pudiat«d  any  such  pledge  so  far  as  he 
was  concerned. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  The  thing 
is  done. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  said  he  was 
free  from  responsibility  in  the  matter,  and 
he  was  perfectly  entitled  to  make  his  posi- 
tion clear  to  the  House.  The  previous 
npeaker  spoke  of  the  proposed  Univer- 
sity for  Ireland  in  a  way  which  placed 
the  proposal  in  a  new  Hght  to  him.  If 
he  understood  the  hon.  Member  rightly 
he  spoke  of  it  as  a  means  of  emancipating 
the  people  of  -  Ireland  from  the  leader- 
ship and  guidance  of  the  priests.  He 
must  confess  that  shed  quite  a  flood 
of  Ught  on  the  proposal.  It  had  been  to 
him  one  of  the  standing  mysteries  of  the 
Irish  people  that,  while  they  were  so  de- 
termined to  assert  their  freedom  and 
their  civil  rights,  they  were  so  emphatic 
in  maintaining  and  sheltering  clerical 
authority  in  rehgious  matters.  It  did 
:  eem  to  him  a  curious  proposal  that  they 
:'hould  endeavour  to  relieve  the  masses  of 
the  people  in  Ireland  from  undue  de- 
pendence on  priestly  influence  by  sug- 
gesting the  setting  up  and  endowment 
of  what,  80  br  as  he  knew  at  present, 
couM  be  nothing  else  but  a  close  religious 
corporation  for  the  guidance  of  the  great 
masses  of  the  people.  He  said  that,  of 
course,  subject  to  the  details  of  any 

Mr.  Austin  Taylor. 


scheme  that  might  be  put  befoie  them, 
bnt,  pending  its  production  by  a  private 
individual  or  the  Government,  he  desired 
not  to  discuss  this  matter  further.  He 
felt  botmd  to  say  that  whether  the 
Motion  came  before  the  House  from  a 
private  individual  or  from  the  Govern- 
ment, those  who  in  this  House  had  fought 
for  the  principle  of  hberty  in  this  country 
and  in  opposition  to  religious  monopoly 
in  alt  its  forms  were  justified  in  scrutinis- 
ing most  closely  any  proposal  to  set  up 
-  similar  institutions  even  in  a  country 
,  where,  he  admitted,  they  were  much 
j  more  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the 
people.  It  was  in  that  spirit  that  any 
such  proposal  would  be  jealously  and 
carefidly  scrutinised  by  a  very  large 
body  of  Members  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  not  merely  by  that  small  min- 
ority from  Ireland  to  which  allusion  ha<) 
been  made,  but  by  those  who  repre- 
sented many  English  constituencies 
whose  feeUngs  on  this  matter  were 
strongly  and  deeply  moved. 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL   said  there 
were  two  matters  in   the   speech  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  which  he  wished 
to  refer.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opened  by  defending  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  he  had  defended,  as  he  had  a  perfect 
right  to  do,  the  appointment  of  his  private 
I  secretary  to  the  office  of  Commissioner 
I  of  Works.    Mr.  Hanson  was  a  very  able 
I  man.    No  one  who  knew  hia  work  during 
!  the  passing  of  the  Land  Bill  would  deny, 
it,  but  he  wished  to  point  out  that  this 
,  Board  had  for  a  long  time  been  the  dump- 
i  ing  ground  of  private  secretaries.  He 
,  said  advisedly  that  the  monuments  of 
incapacity  of  that  Board  were  strewn  all 
over  the  country.    There  was  no  Board 
that  had  done  worse  work  in  Ireland,  and 
'  that  was  saying  a  great  deal.    He  did  not 
j  care  whether  a  man  was  English,  Scotch* 
i  or  Irish,  if  the  work  was  properly  done, 
but  anyone  who  cared  to  compare  the 
I  Local    Government   administration  in 
;  England  with  that  of  Ireland  would  find 
I  a  very  great  difference,  and  that  not  in 
favour  of  Ireland. 

The  next  question  he  wished  to  refer 
to  was  that  of  l^e  Land  Act.  He  should 
have  been  glad  to  leave  this  to  the  occasion 
when  the  Amendment  on  the  subject  was 
proposed,  but  the  Chief  Secretary  went 
at  great  length  into  the  subject  and  that 
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led  him  to  infer  the  probability  that  the 
Amendment  would  never  be  reached.  He 
took  it  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
put  his  case  on  the  Land  Act  before  the 
House,  and  for  all  practical  purposes  the 
debate  was  at  an  end.  [Cries  of  '*  No  !  "] 
That  was  his  opinion,  and  he  proposed  to 
siy  what  he  had  to  say  upon  it  now 
that  he  had  the  chance.  Nobody  had 
declared  the  Land  Act  to  be  a  failure. 
Nobody  could  say  anything  of  the  kind. 
Before  the  Chief  Secretary  spoke  to- 
night it  was  well  known  that  more  than 
£1,000,000  worth  of  Irish  land  had 
been  sold,  and  agreements  and  arrange- 
ments were  being  made  for  at  least 
£2.000,000  worth  more.  While  he  did 
not  know  any  responsible  person  who 
had  declared  the  Land  Act  to  be  a  failure 
there  were  things  that  required  to  be  said 
about  it.  He  would  not  deal  with  Mr. 
Justice  Ross's  judgment  here.  It  was  a 
Undlords'  question  in  one  sense.  But  if 
the  landlord  did  not  get  the  bonus  there 
would  be  more  to  pay  for  the  land.  He 
did  not  complain  of  the  decision.  Law- 
yers in  Ireland  were  agreed  that  the 
decision  was  j  ustified  by  the  wording  of  the 
Act,  but  they  all  agreed  that  a  decision 
the  other  way  would  have  been  equally 
justified.  Mr.  Justice  Ross  had  knocked 
the  Land  Act  over  for  the  present,  and  it 
did  not  surprise  anybody  who  had  fol- 
lowed the  history  of  Land  Acts  in  the  past. 
There  was  a  much  more  serious  matter,  and 
he  trusted  the  Chief  Secretary,  if  he  was 
going  to  deal  with  the  question,  would 
see  to  it.  What  was  one  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  Land  Act  1  One  of  the 
great  objects  was  to  affect  what  was  called 
the  Western  problem.  He  very  much 
doubted  if  the  Chief  Secretary,  with  all 
his  powers  and  all  his  eloquence,  could  have 
got  the  Bill  throu^  the  House  if  it  had 
not  been  that  the  House  felt  something 
was  at  last  going  to  be  done  in  earnest 
for  the  Western  people.  What  did  it  come 
to  ?  The  Land  Act  was  in  a  precarious 
position.  If  the  landlords  in  the  West 
of  Ireland  were  able  to  sell  their  patches 
of  land — those  tmeconomic  holdings  of 
four  and  five  acres  in  extent — at  a  high 
price  and  retain  the  grazing  lands  be- 
cause the  bonus  could  not  be  paid 
on  untenanted  land — and  that  was 
the  opinion  prevailing — the  position 
was  one  of  the  gravest  danger. 
The  main  purpose  of  the  Act  would  be 


frustrated  if  these  men  were  a'lowed  to 
sell  their  patches  of  land,  which  were  no 
security  for  the  British  taxpayer,  and  to 
retain  their  grazing  lands.  The  problem 
of  the  land  in  the  West  of  Ireland  was  un- 
settled now. 

There  was  another  matter  to  wluch  he 
wished  to  refer — the  condition  of  the  Act 
as  regarded  Ulster.  Now,  he  had  been 
of  one  opinion  all  through  this  con- 
troversy in  regard  to  the  Ulster  land- 
lords. When  he  seconded  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  in  Febru-^ 
ary,  1900,  he  stated  that  the  baiis  of  the 
Ulster  position  for  compulsion  was  the 
belief  universally  felt  in  TJlster  that  tine 
landlords  there  would  not  sell.  They  got 
their  rents  regularly ;  they  were  paid  as 
regularly  as  the  interest  on  Consols  ;  they 
brought  more  than  Consols  or  any  other 
gilt-edged  security,  and  why  should  they 
sell  ?  At  the  Land  Conference  they  had  the 
assurance  that  if  the  demand  for  compul- 
sion was  given  up  the  landlords  would  be 
willing  to  sell,  provided  they  secured  their 
second  term  net  income.  Compul- 
sion was  therefore  waived.  And  what 
happened  in  Ulster  ?  He  spoke  from  actu&i 
knowledge,  because  careful  records  had 
been  kept,  and  reports  were  received 
from  every  estate,  where  the  land- 
lonls  had  offered  to  sell  or  where  the 
tenants  were  willing  to  purchase.  Twenty- 
two  of  the  largest  landlords  had  refused 
to  sell  on  any  terms,  headed  by  the 
Marquess  of  Downshire — a  landlord  with 
some  4,000  or  5,000  tenants.  And  mark, 
Lord  Downshire  was  not  a  landlord  with 
an  evil  character,  but  a  landlord  the  history 
of  whose  estate  stretched  back  into  last 
century  as  owned  by  the  best  land- 
lord Ulster  ever  had.  Let  the  House  xxm.- 
sider  the  position  of  these  tenants.  They 
were  not  men  who  refused  to  pay  their 
rents.  They  were  not  men  who  had 
caused  disorder  and  the  necessity  for  the 
police.  ["  Hear,  hear  "  from  the  Irish 
Benches.]  Precisely,  he  had  been  told 
that  if  they  had  they  would  have  been 
better  off.  That  was  what  his  friend) 
opposite  told  him.  He  maintained  that 
these  men  had  been  admirable  citizens 
of  this  country,  and  loyal  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  And  now  they  were  forced 
to  look  on  whilst  men  in  the  South  and 
West  of  Ireland,  who  had  avowedly 
given  trouble,  were  getting  their  land  by 
State   aid,  a0^t,zSBP9*<ii^K)gre«Py 
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owBen  with  enormouB  State  advantages, 
while  they  were  grinding  out  judicial 
rents  to  the  landlords  who  would  not 
comply  with  the  wish  of  Parliaroait  that 
the  partaerdiip  should  end.  There  was 
a  second  class  of  landlords  who  came 
forward  with  the  plea  : — "  I  do  not  want 
to  sell  my  land ;  my  family  has  heen  here 
for  generations,  for  centuries.  The 
relations  between  the  tenants  and  myself 
have  been  of  the  best  character.  I  do  not 
want  to  sell,  but  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  evident  wish  of  Parliament  I  will  do 
so  upon  terms."  And  then,  curiously 
alive  to  the  wish  of  Parliament,  they  put 
their  land  up  roughly  at  twenty-seven  and 
a  quarter  years  purchase  of  the  rent  with 
the  bonus  added !  Now,  under  the  Ash- 
bourne Acts  and  the  Act  of  1891  the 
aven^^  price  of  land  in  Ulster  was 
«i^teen  years  purchase,  and  these 
gentlemen  would  sell  to  their  tenants  at 
thirty  years  purchase,  including  the 
bonus.  That  was  the  second  class  of 
landlords  they  had  to  face  in  Ulster. 
What  had  been  done  ?  Two  consider- 
able estates  had  been  sold.  One  was  the 
«8tate  of  Hr.  Archdale  in  North  Ferman- 
ac^,  who  was  for  the  tenants  all  through. 
1^8  agent  proposed  tenns  which  were  un- 
acceptable to  tiie  tenants,  but  when  Hr. 
Aichdale  heard  of  it  he  stepped  in  and 
sold  at  reasonable  terms.  The  other 
estate  which  had  been  sold  was  that  of 
Mr.  Close  in  County  Armagh.  There  were 
a  handful  of  small  properties  with  fifteen 
or  twenty  tenants  which  had  aho  been 
Aold.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  only 
a  very  few  sales  had  taken  place,  and  what 
was  worse  than  that,  the  negotiations 
had,  to  a  large  extent,  been  broken  off. 
Take  his  own  constituency.  What  had 
been  the  usual  reception  the  tenants  had 
got  f  The  largest  owner  in  South  Tyrone 
sent  a  letter  to  his  tenants.  He  stated 
that  he  bought  his  land  at  a  high  price. 
If  they  were  willing  to  pay  a  certain  sum 
for  it  they  could  have  it,  if  not  he  had 
iwthing  more  to  say  to  them.  There 
were  600  tenants  on  that  estate,  and  they 
were  very  Ukely  to  vote  strongly  Unionist 
at  the  next  election.  What  was  likely 
to  happen  if  this  went  on  in  Ulster  was 
that  the  Ulster  Members  would  be  found 
sitting  on  the  Opposition  side,  and  not  on 
the  Ministerial  Benches. 
Mr.  T.  ffr.  liusteO. 


Mr.  STOCK  (Liverpool.  Walton): 
Tou  will  be  there  ! 

*Hb.  T.  W.  BUSSBLL  :  Oh  no,  I  wont 
be  there  (on  the  Opposition  Benches) ;  You 
are  going  over.  I  am  going  to  stay  where 
I  am  ;  I  am  going  to  stay  where  I  am 
whatever  happens.  I  have  got  a  firm 
grip  of  my  holding  and  I  mean  to  keep 
it.  What  he  wanted  to  point  out  was 
this :  One  of  these  landlords  replied 
the  other  day  to  a  perfectly  respectful 
request  from  the  tenancy  on  the  estate, 
saying — 

*'  So  and  so  in  one  part  of  the  countoy  hMB 
got  so  much,  so  and  so  in  another  part  has  got 
BO  mnch.    This  part  is  more  peaceable 
either,  and  I  oaght  to  get  num." 

Did  that  require  any  comment  ?  A 
circular  was  put  into  his  hand  to-day 
issued  hy  one  of  the  largest  land  agents 
in  Ireland  and  {winted  just  as 
an  Act  of  Parliament  was  printed — on 
the  same  kind  of  paper.  Now  what  did 
that  circular  which  was  issued  on  four 
estates  in  Ulster  say  ?  It  gave  some 
elaborate  calculations,  which  of  course 
the  farmer"  would  not  pay  attention  to 
because  th^  had  got  their  own  idea  about 
the  arithmetic  of  the  quration,  but  the 
land  agent  went  on,  and  in  italics  pointed 
out  that  Mr.  Chamberlain's  scheme  was 
coming  on — [Nationalist  cries  of 
"  Oh  "] — that  it  would  raise  the  price 
of  agricultural  produce,  that  they  would 
be  better  off  and  would  be  able  to  pay 
him  more.  The  whole  thing  was  an 
elaborate  conspiracy  to  boom  the  price 
of  land,  to  get  too  much  out  of  the 
tenants,  and  put  a  great  burden  upon 
their  shoulders  first  and  ultimately  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  British  taxpayers.  He 
confessed  he  did  not  see  what  the  right 
faon.  Gentleman  was  to  do  with  the 
present  situation  in  Ulster.  All  he  could 
say  was  that  it  was  a  very  grave  and 
dangerous  situation.  These  men,  lethim 
tell  iha  Chief  Secretary,  were  not  faaly 
roused,  but  when  they  were  roused  they 
knew  what  to  do — and  in  Irish  history 
they  had  done  it  before.  The  Ulster 
tenants  who  had  fought  for  the  Union, 
who  had  paid  their  rent,  who  had  per- 
formed all  the  duties  of  citizenship, 
would  not  allow  an  Act  of  Parliament 
to  be  so  perv«»rted  by  men  who  cared 
nothing  for  the  peace  of^the  country 
but  only  for  the^iowmy^oefi^glfhey 
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would  not  allow  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
he  so  perverted  that  it  would  bring 
■advantages  and  blessings  to  the  men  of 
the  South  and  West  which  would  be 
denied  to  their  comrades  in  the  North  of 
Ireland.  That  was  the  position  in  Ulster 
and  a  General  Election  would  prove  it. 
He  did  not  see  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
-coald  intervene  in  a  matter  like  tiiat  at 
present.  It  would  have  to  be  done  by 
Parliament — he  supposed  very  much  as 
^he  education  question  was  settled — by 
independent  Members  bringing  in  Re- 
solutions on  Bills.  That  was  the  way  the 
Govenuneut  was  acting.  All  sense  of 
xesponnbility  was  done  away  with.  But 
there  was  one  remedy  which  was  clear 
and  these  XJlBter  tenants  had  made  up 
their  minds.  What  was  the  princu)Ie 
underlying  the  Land  Act  of  1881  ?  The 
principle  was  so  far  as  rent  was  concerned 
that  where  the  landlord  and  the  tenant 
failed  to  agree  as  to  the  rent  that  rent 
was  fixed  by  a  Parliamentary  tribunal. 
The  Land  Court  decided  what  the  rent 
was  to  be.  To  apply  that  principle  was 
not  an  outrage  against  any  law.  If  the 
landlord  sellmg  and  the  tenant  buying 
could  not  agree,  then  let  the  Estate 
Commissioners  fix  the  price  subject  to 
the  condition  the  landlords  accepted  at 
the  Land  Conference,  that  Uiey  should 
be  secured  their  second  -  term  net 
income.  That  would  be  a  perfectly 
straight  proposal.  Tour  Ulster  luidloi^ 
cared  nothing  for  the  peace  of  the  country . 
The  whole  battle  of  the  Union  with  the 
Ulster  landlord  had  been  a  battle  for 
rent.  He  told  the  House  frankly  that  so 
lon^  as  these  gentlemen  took  up  that 
position,  and  had  no  respect  for  the 
wishes  of  Parliament,  and  went  back 
npon  the  trams  they  agreed  to  at  the 
Land  Conference,  the  position  would  be 
serious.  He  had  never  yet  advised  any 
tenant  to  give  his  landlord  lees  than 
would  secure  his  second  term  net 
income.  He  told  the  House  that  if  that 
state  of  tilings  went  on  the  Ulster  tenants 
would  iotce  a  settlement  upon  the  lines 
adopted  by  Parliament  ta  r^;arded  rent, 
and  tlwy  would  be  justified  in  doing  so 
as  honest  dfisens. 

Mb.  power  (Waterford,  E.)  said 
they  had  heard  a  speech  from  the  Irish 
Chief  Secretary,  and  in  that  speech  he 
said  it  was  a  principle  of  the  Unionist 


Government  to  endeavour  to  ascertain 
what  Irish  opinion  was  and  then  to  en- 
deavour to  legislate  on  those  opinions. 
Upon  that  principle  he  could  not  see 
why,  when  Irish  public  opinion  was  al- 
most unanimous  upon'this  great  question, 
that  legislation  should  not  be  introduced. 
In  all  othtt  oonntries  if  a  majority 
of  ft  nation  favoured  a  particular  policy, 
that  policy  as  a  rule  was  adopted ;  but 
the  fact  that  the  Irish  representatives 
by  a  large  majority  favoured  any  par- 
ticular measure  was  enough  to  make  the 
UnicHDist  Government  go  against  that 
measure.  If  Irishmen  regarded  a  Bill  in  a 
certain  light itwasabsoiutely  certain  that 
the  majority  of  the  Unionist  Party  would 
go  against  it.  It  had  been  held  that, 
whenever  they  were  able  to  prove  any 
grievance  they  only  had  to  bring  it  be- 
fore Parliament  and  it  would  be  removed. 
Irish  Nationalists,  however,  had  always 
maintained  that  even  if  the  British  Par- 
liament had  the  time  it  had  not  the  will 
to  deal  with  Irish  legislation.  Even  if 
the  British  Parliament  had  the  will  to 
legislate  for  Ireland  it  had  not  the  time. 
With  regard  to  education,  millions  of 
pounds  had  been  spent  upon  primary 
and  secondary  education  in  Irelajid,  and 
most  of  the  money  had  been  spent  in 
bolstering  up  a  system  of  education 
which  the  vast  majori^  of  the  Irish 
people  disapproved  of,  and  which  they 
would  probably  never  give  their  adhe* 
sion  to.  He  was  bound  to  say,  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  Irish  edu- 
cation, that  he  was  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  largely  at  the  bottom  of 
this  University  and  education  question, 
lay  the  question  of  bigotry.  Those 
who  stuped  the  history  of  Ireland 
could  «rive  at  no  other  conclnnon.  It 
would  have  been  far  easier  in  the  past  for 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  have  bowed  the 
knee  to  the  oppressor,  but  they  had  never 
been  mere  time-servers.  The  history  of 
Ireland  showed  the  rare  devotion  of  her 
people  to  their  old  political  and  religious 
faith.  If  they  had  been  tirae-sfervers, 
they  would  have  bent  t^e  knee  befwe  the 
oppressor  and  accepted  the  pmition  which 
was  forced  upon  them  by  conquest.  But 
the  Irish  people  believed  in  a  higher 
ideal  ;  ikey  were  proud  of  the 
sufferings  of  their  fordathers,  who  had 
proved  their  devotion  to 'their  country 
through  centurie%,t,^^  bil^eP^Cigfe  H« 
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thought  this  debate  had  furnished  them 
with  an  additional  reason  for  demanding 
the  restoration  of  their  Parliament  In 
Ireland,  without  which  they  could  never 
have  peace  and  contentmeDt  in  that 
country.  The  speech  of  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary was  a  very  remdrkable  one,  and  it 
had  fumiahed  them  with^  another  proof 
of  the  incompetence  of  this  country  in 
dealing  with  any  Irish  matter,  no  matter 
how  thoroughly  Irish  opinion  was  made 
on  the  subject.  He  had  heard  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bristol  give  distinct  pledges  with  re- 
gard to  the  University  question,  and  he 
bad  also  heard  the  Prime  Minister  make 
explicit  promises  upon  the  same  subject, 
but  not  u  single  one  of  those  promises 
had  been  complied  with.  Did  anyone 
imagine  that  that  state  of  things  could 
prevail  in  the  Home  Bnle  Parliament  ? 
When  the  Irish  Parliament  was  throttled 
it  had  a  great  future  before  it,  one 
of  its  principal  Bills  would  have  been 
directed  towards  the  emancipation  of 
the  Irish  people.  If  that  Parliament 
had  been  allowed  to  exist  they  would 
not  now  have  been  discussing  the  Uni- 
versity question,  for  religious  education 
would  have  been  settled  upon  a  basis 
honourable  to  all  classes,  and  useful  to 
the  Irish  nation.  The  Irish  Parliament, 
although  Protestant,  had  it  continued  to 
exist,  would  have  done  more  good  for 
Ireland  in  ten  years  than  this  country 
has  attempted  to  do  since  the  Union  was 
brought  about  between  the  two  countries. 

Whatever  test  they  applied  to  Home 
Rule,  it  could  not  le  denied  that  British 
rule  in  Ireland  had  been  a  dismal  failure, 
for  the  people  were  now  in  a  chronic 
state  of  poverty,  and  after  a  wet  summer 
they  were  in  absolute  want.  During  the 
famine  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  compelled  to  in- 
stitute Government  relief  work,  and  that 
proved  the  awful  poverty  which  existed 
in  those  districts,  although  the  authori  - 
ties  endeavoured  to  deny  it.  In  times 
of  distress  the  men's  wages  in  those 
districts  were  as  low  as  Ss.  per  week, 
and  the  highest  pay  which  any  able- 
bodied  man  got  on  those  relief  works 
was  6s.  a  week  without  any  food, 
and  even  for  these  miserable  wages 
men  in  the  West  of  Ireland  were 
prepared  to  tramp  long  distances. 
In  most  civilised  countries  which  were 
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properly  governed  the  population  in- 
creased, but  in  Ireland  the  population 
had  largely  decreased.  Since  Uie  time 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  there  had  not  been  a 
reign  more  disastrous  to  Ireland  than 
the  reign  of  the  late  Qneen.  In  the 
decade  1842  to  1852  more  than  4,000.000 
people  were  evicted  from  homes  built 
by  themselves  on  farms  reclaimed  by 
themselves,  and  within  the  same  period 
no  less  than  1,250,000  persons  perished 
from  starvation.  Even  now  in  his 
constituency  people  pointed  to  the 
places  where  the  dead  carts  went  round 
collecting  the  bodies  of  those  who  had 
died  of  starvation,  and  pointed  to  the  vast 
graves  into  which,  without  coffins,  they 
were  shot.  The  remedy  for  the  present 
state  of  things  was  to  throw  upon  the 
people  of  Ireland  the  sense  of  responsi- 
bility and  make  them  accountable  for  the 
government  of  the  country.  In  the 
dominions  of  the  Empire  there  were 
many  self-governing  colonies,  and  those 
colonies  had  made  great  progress.  In 
the  one  case  where  Home  Rule  was  refused, 
for  some  time  no  progress  had  been 
made.  Prosperity  had  always  followed 
the  granting  of  Home  Rule.  As  Mr. 
Gladstone  had  said,  there  were  some  who 
believed  the  Irish  had  been  bora  with  a 
doable  dose  of  original  sin,  and  with 
such  persons  there  was  no  arguing,  but 
the  Irish  people  believed  they  could  rule 
their  own  country,  and  that  success  would 
attend  their  efforts.  They  had  been  told 
that  it  would  disintegrate  the  Empire  if 
Home  Rule  were  granted  to  Ireland ; 
that  if  our  Parliament  was  added  to  those 
that  existed  in  the  Empire,  the  Empire 
would  crumble  to  the  ground.  Such  a 
suggestion  was  tampering  with  the  in- 
telligence of  man.  In  1886  he  wa» 
invited  to  address  a  constrtuency  in  the 
Tory  interest,  and  although  he  did  not 
care  for  the  task  he  west,  and  the  reason 
that  influenced  him  was  that  he  was  told 
that  if  the  Unionist  Party  could  be  re- 
turned with  a  working  majority  the- 
Unionist  Party  would  not  <mly  grant 
Home  Rule  to  Ireland,  but  give  the  Irish 
Parliament  the  right  to  protect  its  in- 
dustries, not  only  against  foreign,  but 
also  English  imports.  It  was  curious 
how  this  policy  of  Protection  should  have 
worked  in  the  minds  of  the  Irish  people: 
as  it  had  done  ever  since  1885.  H& 
wonld  ask  the  English  people  to  get  out 
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of  their  minda  the  idea  that  the  Irish 
people  could  ever* give  up  their  attach- 
ment to  their  native  Parliament,  without 
which  they  could  have  no  prosperity  or 
success.  If  the  Government  would  throw 
on  the  people  of  Ireland  the  responsibility 
for  controUing  their  own  affairs  and  pre- 
serving law  and  order  in  that  country 
they  would  establish  a  condition  of 
peace  and  contentment  which  none  of 
the  Coercion  Acts  had  ever  been  able  to 
do. 

Sib  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
said  he  desired  to  say  a  few  words, 
because  he  was  unwilling  that  no  Mem- 
ber on  his  side  of  the  House  should 
express  an  opinion  on  a  subject  which 
had  so  much  engrossed  the  attention  of 
the  Liberal  Party.  He  spoke,  of  course, 
for  himself  alone,  but  he  wished  to  say 
that  he  held  the  same  opinion  that  he 
held  when  Mr.  Gladstone's  proposal  was 
made  to  the  country.  It  was  quite 
unnecessary  to  enter  on  an  argument  in 
favour  of  this  policy  of  Home  Rule  or 
upon  any  question  of  machinery,  or  how 
such  a  policy  was  to  be  carried  out.  It 
was  a  question  of  principle.  The  policy 
was  brought  forward,  not  as  a  matter  of 
plain  expediency,  bat  as  a  matter  of 
sacred  duty,  and  in  that  light  it  was 
T^arded  by  the  many  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  supported  Mr.  Gladstone's  views. 
He  could  quite  understand  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  might  say  they  had  changed 
their  minds  upon  this  subject.  That 
was  a  perfectly  honourable  position  to 
take  np,  though  he  did  not  think  it  was 
a  wis3  one.  It  was  also  quite  competent 
for  hon.  Gentlemen  to  say  they  thought 
it  necessary  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  this  policy ;  but  such  a  position  should 
be  supported  by  an  explicit  statement  of 
the  reasons  why  it  was  taken  up,  and  by 
an  equally  explicit  statement  of  the 
alternative  pohcy.  He  believed  the 
present  time  was  particularly  propitious 
for  entertaining  this  important  question 
seeing  that  the  House  of  Commons 
had  been  rednced  to  such  a  condition  of 
congestion  that  its  business  could  not  be 
carried  on  effectively.  The  Estimates 
could  not  now  be  considered  in  the  way 
all  desired  they  should  be  considered, 
as  there  were  only  a  limited  number 
oi  days  allowed,  great  questions  of 
foreign  and  domestic  policy^  were  left 


unconsidered  or  not  fully  considered,  and 
the  expenditure  of  the  country  did  not 
receive  the  investigation  it  should.  They 
all  knew  the  conditions  6L  government 
in  Ireland,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  aa 
opportunity  of  linking  together  the 
interests  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
had  not  been  seized.  He  repeated  that 
he  had  risen  because  he  thought  it 
desirable  that  some  hon.  Members  on  his 
side  of  the  House,  for  themselves  only, 
should  express  the  strong  feeling  they 
now  entertained,  as  strong  as  ever,  of  the 
urgent  necessity  of  dealing  with  this 
important  question. 

*Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.).  said 
he  thought  it  was  only  proper  that 
some  stat3ment  should  be  made  by  the 
re|>re8entative8  of  the  orth  of  Ireland 
with  regard  to  their  attitude  towards 
Home  Rule.  Home  Rule,  in  their 
opinion,  was  not  local  self-government 
in  the  terms  demonstrated  there  by  several 
Members  ;  but  it  was  a  question  of  Rome 
Rule,  and  it  was  on  that  ground 
that  they  ofiered  a  strenuous  opposition. 
It  struck  him  very  forcibly  that  if  they 
had  in  Ireland  some  better  manifestation 
of  the  spirit  of  equality  towards  those 
who  were  in  a  minority,  there  might 
be  a  posibility  of  giving  some  consider- 
tioQ  to  the  demands  that  had  been  made 
both  by  the  Irish  Members  and  by  the 
Liberal  Party.  He  remembered  so- 
recently  as  the  22nd  or  24th  of  January 
that  one  man  in  the  town  of  Drogheda 
was  the  victim  of  threatenings  and  abuse 
led  by  three  or  four  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  and  that  in  order  to  obtain  the 
bare  necessities  of  life  he  had  to  make 
application  in  Dublin.  He  might  refer 
to  persecutions  in  Limerick  or  to  the 
persecution  of  Dr.  Long,  or  to  the  aims 
and  methods  of  the  recently  organised 
Catholic  association  which  had  for  its 
object  the  boycotting  of  the  Protestants 
out  of  their  hi»bitations.  If  Parliament 
gave  such  a  Party  self-government 
the  people  to  whom  he  referred  would 
be  compelled  to  look  for  other  places 
where  they  could  have  honest  employ- 
ment, live  peaceable  lives,  andhave  some 
equality.  He  had  spoken  to  many 
Members  who  were  strongly  convinced 
that  Home  Rule  would  be  the  salvation, 
of  Ireland,  but  if  the  efforts  made  for 
Home  Rule  in  this  House  g^^^p^. 
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Hembers  on  the  Nationalist  Benches 
"Were  turned  in  the  direction  of  bringing 
peace  and  blessing  to  the  people  whom 
they  represented,  and  to  the  clerical 
element   of  the  south  and  west  of 
Ireland  it  would  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
^ith  the  enlightenment  of  Members  on 
the  Oovemment  side  of  the  House,  as  to 
■their  ability  to  control  their  own  affairs. 
The  GoTemment  had  often  made  con- 
•ceasionB  to  Ireland  which  in  the  opinion 
of  some  of  them  had  been  very  (me- 
sided.  The  proposal  to  establish  a  Roman 
'Catholic  University  was  one  (no  matter 
what  (}oTemment  brought  it  in)  which 
would  have  the  strenuous  and  uncom- 
promising opposition  of  the  Protestants 
of  the  north  of  Ireland.   He  felt  there 
was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides 
-of  tiie  question,  but  if  peiaoos  with 
rotestant  convictionB  were  to  be  literally 
fenced  to  become  members  of  the  United 
Irish  League  in  order  to  get  the  bare 
necessities  of  life,  what  would  be  the 
state  of  affairs  if  that  organisation  got 
the  whole  control  of  the  affairs  of  the 
country  ?     If   there  was   to   be  no 
peace  until  Home  Rule  were  granted 
they    would  have  to  put    up  with 
the     turmoil    and    obstruction  to 
which  the  House  was  accustomed,  and 
they  would  appeal  to  the  country  to 
send  to  this  House  a  majority  of  Members 
who  were  so  opposed  to  Home  Rule  that 
business  might  be  carried  on  notwith- 
standing the  obstruction  of  Members 
representing  the   west  and  south  of 
Ireland.  He  denied  that  this  was  a 
questicm  of   bigotry  and  intolerance. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  had  their  opinion 
and  they  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
House  had  their  opinion,  which  was 
that  they  were  better  under  the  rule 
which  they  had  at  the  present  time  than 
they  would  be  if  they  had  a  Parliament  at 
College  Green,  for  iLe  simple  reason  that 
thehon.  Membersopposite  wouldalways  be 
in  the  majority,  it  would  be  a  question  of 
Roman  Catholicism  tersus  Protestantism, 
and  anything  in  the  interests  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  would  have  the 
acceptance  of  the  hon.  Members,  while  the 
minority  would  be  subject  to  their  ver- 
dict whether  it  were  rig^t  or  wrong.  He 
Absolutely  repudiated  the  assertion  that 
the  Presbyterians  of  Belfast  were  in 
favour  of  a  Roman  Catholic  University. 
Whatever   might   be  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Sloan. 


individual  members  of  the  Government, 
he  was  glad  to  know  that  it  was  not 
their  inteutiou  to  bring  in  a  Bill  this 
session  dealing  with  ^da  controversial 
question,  on  which  there  was  such  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  Ireland.  He  hoped 
that  in  future  Irish  Members  would  not 
consider  him  any  worse  in  his  bigotry 
then  they  were  in  theirs. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny.  N.) 
said  there  appeared  to  be  ignorance  as  to 
why  the  (Government  had  not  introduced 
an  University  Bill  for  Ireland.  The  real 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  hon. 
Membe;  for  South  Belfast;  he  being  the 
representative  of  the  policy  which  had 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  grant  educational  justioe  to  Ireland. 
The  hon.  Member  was  the  chief  orator  of 
an  institution  known  as  the  "  Customs 
House  steps  "  in  Belfast,  the  arena  of  the 
lovely  and  beueficeut  charity  he  had  so 
beautifully  preached  this  afternoon,  but 
so  beneficent  was  his  mission  in  Belfast 
that  he  had  been  expelled  from  the 
Orange  Lodge  for  the  intolerance  he  had 
displayed.  He  (the  speaker)  emphatically 
denied  that  there  had  ever  been  any  in- 
tolerance to  Protestants  as  alleged  by  the 
hon.  Member, but  would  the  House  believe 
that  for  years  the  hon.  Member  himself 
had  been  engaged  in  endeavouring  to 
make  the  lives  of  decent  and  respect- 
able Catholics  impossible  in  Belfast,  and 
in  preaching  a  policy  not  only  of  bigotry 
but  of  boyootting  towards  Catholics  ? 

Mb.  SLOAN  :  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
scarcely  fair  that  tihe  hon.  Member 
should  charge  me  with  advocating  boy- 
cotting without  some  fundamental  proof 
of  what  he  says. 

Mk.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN:  The  police 
records  of.tiie  prosecution  of  his  chief 
associate,  a  man  on  whose  labour  he  now 
bases  his  reputation,  show  that  his  chief 
associate  has  been  imprisoned  for 
eighteen  months  for  preaching  the  policy 
of  boycotting  and  assassination  of 
Catholics. 

Mb.  SLOAN :  Might  I  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  an  instance  in  which  I  have' 
been  engaged  in  a  mission  <d  boycotting 
I  Roman  Catholics.  r^^^^]f:> 
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Mb.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN:  The  hon. 
Member  hu  preached  at  t^e  Customs 
House  steps  that  his  hearers  sboald  not 
go  into  the  houses  of  Catholic  traders 
— particularly  those  of  Catholic  publi- 
cans, to  whom  they  are  the  chief  custom- 
ers. 

Mb.  SLOAN:  May  I,  with  all  dne 
respect,  say  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
advice  I  gave  to  individiials  not  to  go 
to  pablio-honaes  was  sot  confiQed  to 
Chtholics  but  was  oniTersai  vis.,  that 
they  should  not  go  into  any  pablic- 
hooses. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  said  the  hon. 
Member  knew  his  hearers  would  go  into 
public-houses  of  some  desrription,  but 
he  urged  them  not  to  go  into  those  con- 
dncted  by  Catholics.  He  did  not  object 
to  the  hon.  Member  iffeaching  on  the 
Costoms  House  steps  in  favour  of  his 
auditors  not  going  to  public-houses,  but 
when  he  came  to  the  House  of  Commons 
with  words  of  peace  on  his  lips  while 

Sursuing  a  policy  of  hatred  against  the 
btholio  minority  in  Belfast,  the  House 
had  a  right  to  understand  what  his  posi- 
tion really  was.  He,  however,  had  risen 
for  the  purpose,  not  of  diacuasing  the 
methods  by  which  the  hon.  Member 
carried  on  lus  religious  propaganda,  but 
-of  pointing  out  that  the  hon.  Member 
was  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  granting  of 
a  Catholic  University  to  Ireland.  The 
Chief  Secretary  had  stated  that  he  would 
leave  the  matter  an  open  qnestion.  It 
was  becoming  the  customary  policy  of 
the  Chivemment  to  leave  every  matter 
•of  transcendent  importance  an  open 
qnestion.  The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  he  believed,  in  favour  of  educa- 
tional justice  being  dcme;  the  Prime 
Minister  had  made  clear  pronouncements 
on  the  subject.  Earl  Cadogan  had 
<ieclared  for  a  Catiiolic  University,  and 
other  Members  in  and  out  <rf  the  (kbinet 
had  spoicen  on  the  same  side — but  all 
these  representative  men  conferred 
nothing.  The  position  was  controlled 
by  Lord  Londonderry,  who  was  the 
agent  of  the  intolerant  section  in 
Ireland  as  he  was  the  agent  of  all  the 
lelzogresstve  forces  in  England. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
olock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening'B  Sitting. 


BVBNINO  SITTING.  ^ 

KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [3rd  Febroaryji 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Majesty,  as  foUoweth : — 

Most  Qraciaus  Sovereign, — 

We,  Tour  Maiesty*8  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to 
Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Tour  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.** — (Mr. 
Laurence  Hardy.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  when  defending 
himself,  said  it  was  always  his  idea  to 
consult  Irish  opinion  in  those  matters  of 
conduct  afiecting  Ireland  which  had  been 
before  the  House  for  its  consideration. 
The  constitutional  manner  in  which  the 
opinion  of  all  peoples  could  be  expressed 
was  through  their  representatives  in  this 
House,  but  the  Irish  Members  had  not 
been  consulted,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, on  any  question  affecting  the 
well-being  of  their  countnr.  Let  them 
take  the  question  of  the  University  and 
equality  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
How  had  Irish  opinion  been  consulted  in 
thatmatter?  Ninety  percent,  of  the  Irish 
Members  of  that  House  were  in  favour  of 
a  measure  of  education  and  justice  for 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  constitu- 
tional will  of  the  Irish  nation  had  been 
expressed  to-day  in  a  manner  in  which 
an  opinion  had  not  been  expressed  in 
any  part  of  the  world  before.  Lord 
Dunraven,  the  leading  Unionist  landlord 
and  the  spokesmen  of  the  Irish  Unionist 
Party,  hail  actually  come  forward  and 
submitted  a  proposal  for  a  University, 
which  had  been  accepted  by  everyone 
who  was  just  and  tolerant  in  the 
country.  Protestant  Bishops  had  come 
forward  and  supported  that  proposal  as 
one  worthy  of  acceptance  by  the 
people  of  Ireland.  T^^.tfe^^^^d^C 
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Nationalist  Party  had  spoken  the 
will  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  ;  great  public  meetings  of 
all  schools  of  thot^ht  in  Ireland  had 
been  held  in  every  trounty,  at  which  not 
only  were  strong  claims  made  for  equity 
and  justice,  but  passionate  appeals 
made  for  this  great  educational 
reform,  and  if  that  was  not  an  expression 
of  the  will  of  the  people  he  could  not 
say  what  was.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  been  talking  with  his 
tongue  in  his  cheek.  He  did 
not  mean  what  he  said.  It  was  his 
function  to  present  proposals  to  the 
House  and  to  govern  Ireland,  and  if  he 
abrogated  those  functions  of  government 
he  should  let  them  take  the  responsi- 
bility on  their  own  shoulders.  They 
were  the  representatives  of  the  great 
majority,  but  a  little  rabid  faction  in 
the  north  of  Ireland  was  to  be  ike 
deciding  factor  in  matters  which  so 
largely  affected  Ireland.  This  University 
question  had  been  dangled  before  the 
Irish  people  for  petty  and  contemptible 
political  purposes.  In  Gateshead, 
during  the  time  of  the  election,  Lord 
Morpeth,  the  candidate  of  the  Govern- 
ment, held  out  the  promise  of  a  Catholic 
University  for  IreUndin  order  to  attxact 
the  votes  of  the  English  Catholics,  and 
in  this  way  lure  the  Irish  people  from 
the  cause  for  which  Irish  representatives 
were  pleading  to-day.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  Ireland,  Lord  Londondory 
appealed  to  the  lowest  and  basest 
passions  of  a  small  and  bigoted 
minority  in  order  to  secure  the  land- 
lord vote.  In  relation  to  the  University, 
the  Government  had  pursued  a  double- 
faced  and  hypocritical  policy.  The 
matter  had  been  fully  considered  by  the 
Government,  and  yet  it  was  dangled 
before  the  Catholic  electors  of  England 
and  Ireland  in  order  that  they  might  be 
lured  away  from  Home  Bule,  which  was 
the  only  thing  which  could  settle  the 
question.  He  objected,  as  an  Irish 
Catholic,  to?,  being  denied  those  edu- 
cational advantages,  which  en- 
couraged intellectual  progress  and 
inspired  intellectual  effort,  in  the 
interest  of  a  pampered  few  in  Ireland, 
who  had  lived  and  thrived  upon  the 
illiterate  and  uneducated  people  of 
Ireland.  The  only  possible  policy  foj 
Ireland  had  been   declared  from  the 

Mr.  Josefh  Derlin. 


Irish  Benches  to-day.  He  believed  if 
the  Government  introduced  a  University 
Bill  to-morrow,  it  would,  like  the  Land 
Bill,  be  unsatisfactory.  Home  Rule  was 
the  only  possible  means  by  which  this 
and  other  great  changes  for  the  better, 
in  the  interests  of  the  Irish  race,  could 
be  brought  about.  Therefore  he  supported 
the  speakers  who  had  gone  before  him 
on  those  Benches.  The  Chief  Secretary 
and  the  Attorney-General  of  a  tottering 
GDvenunoit  had  been  unmasked  to-day. 
and  the  Party  of  which  he  was  a  member 
—  by  the  strength  of  its  unity,  its 
discipline  and  belief  in  its  ultimate  aims 
— would  compel  the  Government  to 
give  to  Ireland  that  which  alone  could 
give  satisfaction  and  ultimate  prosperity 
to  their  race— namely.  Home  Rule. 
This  question  of  the  University  was 
not  merely  one  question;  it  had  been 
introduced  into  the  debate  as  the  last 
logical  reason  why  the  justice  which 
Irish  Members  as  the  representatives 
of  their  constituents  demanded  in 
the  name  of  the  Irish  people 
should  be  given. 

At  no  time  before  had  the  people 
been  so  united.  They  bad  seen  that 
during  the  hundred  years  that  this  Parlia- 
ment had  operated,  their  country  had 
gone  down  in  population,  their  lands 
had  gone  out  of  cultivation,  and 
their  towns  were  crumbling  to  the 
diist.  They  had  been  denied  educational 
advantages,  and  the  only  difference  now 
was  that  everything  was  being  done  by 
the  (Government  with  better  considera- 
tion, Hlthoi^  an  equally  mean  policy 
was  being  pursued,  as  in  the  daye 
when  they  tried  to  destroy  the  Irish 
nation  by  more  cruel  methods.  The 
Government  must  remember  that  their 
policy  throughout  had  failed  to  give 
satisfaction  to  the  people.  They  now 
said  the  Irish  people  were  disloyal,  and 
that  they  did  not  consider  the  Empire  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  ought ;  there- 
fore the  Government  bad  failed  not 
only  from  an  Irish  point  of  view 
but  from  an  Imperial  point  of  view,  and 
the  only  policy  for  this  Parliament  was  to 
give  Ireland  a  great  institution  of  govern- 
ment of  its  own,  where  at  least  the  will  d 
the  people  wouhl  be  rejected,  and  where 
Irish  genius  and  capacity  would  be 
allowed  fairplay  in  the  government  of 
the  country  whose  destiny.apd  fortninee 
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were  committed  to  their  caie.  Notvith- 

Btanding  the  attempts  to  make  Ireland 

illiterate,  to  rob  thera  of  those  educational 

advantages  which  had  been  given  to 

the  minorily  of  Ireland,  let  them  look  at 

what  the  ^sh  had  done  in  the  path  of 

pn^ress  and  democracy  in  every  English- 

ipeaking  nation  o!  the  world.  In  Amercia 

they  could  see  the  Irish  capacity  for 

government  and  Irish  brawn  and  Irish 

brain  building  up  the  fabric  of  that 

niighty  Republic  3,000  miles  away.  In 

Canada  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commonsalmost  unanimously  affirmed  the 
desirability  and  juB^ce  of  Ireland  being 
given  the  right  to  ^vem  itself.  In  order 
to  retain  Australia  it  was  being  found 
neoessary  practically  to  tax  the  food  of 
the  people,  yet  when  Canada  spoke  out  in 
f>iVour  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  the  late 
Colonial  Secretary  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  place  the  message  sent  by  the 
Canadian  Prime  Minister  to  the  King 
upon  the  Tables  of  the  Houses  until  forced 
to  do  so  by  the  Irish  Party.  Therefore 
in  his  opinion,  on  every  ground,  Ireland 
w'BS  entitled  to  a  Parliament  of  its  own. 

i  he  University  question,  raised  in  the 
House  to-day,  was  the  last  great  proof  of 
the  necessity  for  Ireland  having  returned 
to  her  her  own  Parliament,  and  for  his 
part  he  was  certain  with  regard  to  the 
base  charge  which  had  been  made  against 
the  people,  that  the  tolerant  spirit  always 
lisplayed  by  them,  except  in  one  comer 
yt  Ulster,  would  continue,  and  the 
::haTge  against  the  Catholics  that  they 
jersecuted  those  with  whose  religious 
.'reed  they  disagreed  would  be  found  to  be 
'<:lse.  Leader  after  Leader  of  the  Irish 
Party  had  been  Protestants,  and  it  was 
k  slander  on  the  Irish  race  to  say  that 
[rish  Catholics  had  ever  treated  Irish 
l^rotestants  with  other  than  the  warmest 
lonsideration.  That  attitude  would  be 
nore  accentuated  when  Ireland  received 
tlome  Rule.  He  associated  himself  with 
lis  colleagues  on  this  subject,  and  de- 
:laied  that  whatever  might  happen  to 
Snglish  Parties  the  Irish  question  would 
ast  until  the  problem  had  been  solved 
n  the  only  way  in  which  it  could  be 
lolved,  and  when  it  was  solved  it  would 
)3  better  for  Ireland,  for  England,  and 
lumanity. 
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Mb.  swift  HACNBILL  (Donegal,  S.) 
jiid  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  this 


'  question  forward  in  order  to  bring  to 
I  the  blunted  intelligence  of  the  people  of 
'  this  country  the  fact  that  Ireland  was 
i  in  earnest  with  regard  to  this  matter. 
I  He  had  been  eighteen  years  in  this 
i  House,  and  during  that  time  had  never 
j  except  on  one  occasion  made  a  speech 
directly  on  Home  Rule.  On  the  other 
hand  he  had  never  spoken  a  word  in  the 
House  on  any  other  subject,  whether  it 
concerned  Egypt  or  Peru  or  anywhere 
else,  without  seeing  how  far  he  could 
make  his  speech  affect  the  Irish  question 
and  force  it  on  the  attention  of  the 
House  in  such  a  manner  that  the  House 
would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  Irish 
Members  and  restore  them  to  their  own 
country.  He  repudiated  the  high  and 
optimistic  tone  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  (Jentleman  was  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  Lord 
Wolseley  was  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
read  all  the  evidence  in  the  War  Report. 
Lord  Wolseley  had  said  in  his  evidence 
that  there  was  a  matter  which  they 
could  not  speak  of  in  public  or  dis- 
cuss in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
that  was  the  fact  that  they  had 
to  remove  Irish  Militia  regiments  to 
England  in  time  of  war  and  replace  them 
by  English  Militia  regiments,  because 
they  could  not  trust  Irishmen  in 
Ireland  with  arms  in  t^eir  hands,  and 
these  were  the  base  methods  by  which 
the  Union  was  being  kept  up. 

With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  hon.  and  le?rned  Chairman  of  the 
Party  as  to  the  Members  of  the  Party, 
the  Party  was  not  only  a  united  one  but 
an  inapproachable  one.  Since  they  had 
had  the  franchise  they  had  neva 
touched  English  money,  or  accepted 
place  imder  the  Government.  They 
had  devoted  their  energies  to  going 
their  own  way,  to  obtain  their  own 
Parliament  on  College  Green,  where 
Irish  laws  should  be  made.  So  far  as 
the  Ulster  Unionist  Members  were  con- 
cerned, no  body  of  men  since  1885  had 
been  so  well  paid  for  their  loyaltyg 
Since  1886,  there  had  been  some  twenty- 
eight  Ulster  Unionist  Members  in  the 
House,  of  that  number  two,  and  two 
only,  left  the  House  of  Commons  with- 
out getting  office  or  place  under  the 
Crown.  Three  went  out  of  the  House 
before  they  got  their  reward,  because  . 
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they  died,  one  left  because  he  was  ex- 
pelled, two  left  because  theii  pecuniary 
circumstances  necessitated  it,  five  became 

I'udges  at  £3,000  a  yw,  one  became  a 
*eer,  and  the  remainder  took  small  minor 
offices,  such  as  the  Mastership  of  the 
Mint,  and  things  of  that  kind.  The 
Chief  Secretary,  in  his  finest  literary 
style,  said  Grattan's  Parliament  was  a 
failure.  It  was  nothing  of  the  kind,  and 
when  Grattan,  five  years  after  the 
Parliament  was  destroyed,  came  to  this 
House,  he  said  at  the  close  of  his  speech, 
with  evident  emotion,  when  referring  to 
that  Parliament — 

"The  Parliament  of  IrelanH,  whose  cradle 
he  had  rocked,  he  monmed  to  its  grave." 

The  old  Irish  Parliament  was  composed 
exclusively  of  Protestants,  and  what  did 
that  Protestant  Parliament  do  ?  Why  in 
1793  they  enfranchised  Irish  Catholics. 
They  admitted  Catholics  to  both  grand 
and  common  juries  and  allowed  them 
to  form  part  of  the  Army,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  had  that  Parliament  not 
been  put  an  txid  to  by  the  carrying  of 
the  union  it  would  have  given  full 
emancipAtion  to  the  Irish  Catholics. 
Mr.  Lecky  had  shown  in  his  history  that 
having  regard  to  the  tendency  of  the  age 
the  Irish  Protestant  Parliament  was  the 
most  liberal  Parliament  in  the  world. 
He  believed  that  Irish  Protestants  to- 
day would  be  liberal  if  the  English 
Govemmoit  would  let  them  alone,  and 
not  endeavour  to  set  Protestant  against 
Catholic  and  Catholic  against  Protestant. 
It  was  ridiculous  for  English  statesmen 
to  say,  in  Piccadilly  language,  that  the 
Irish  Parliament  was  a  failure.  Would 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  opposite 
get  up  and  despise  the  Irish  Parliament. 

CoLONRi.  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 

N.):  No. 

Mp.  SWIFT  HACNEILL  said  he  was 
glad  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man 8aid"no,"  although  it  had  weakened 
the  force  of  the  argument  he  was  going 
to  use.  To  his  knowledge  the  grand- 
father of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
offered  a  peerage  and  a  bribe  of  £30,000 
if  he  would  vote  for  the  Union,  and  he 
felt  sure  t^t  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  was  now  a  happier  man  than  if 
he  had  been  a  Peer  with  a  history  of 
that  kind  behind  him.   For  every  word 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeUl. 


he  was  about  to  utter  upon  this  question 
he  had   documentary  evidence.  The 
Irish  Parliament  was  destroyed  for  this 
reason.   In  the  first  place  there  was  a 
revolutionary  wave  all  over  the  country 
during  the  various  negotiations  between 
the   Irish  Secretary  and  the  English 
Secretary,  who  was  then  responsible  for 
Irish  government.     N^otiations  were 
then  going  on  for  the  carr}ing  of  the 
Union.   At  that  time  the  ^ish  Parlia- 
ment was  on  the  eve  of  reforming  itself, 
but  it  was  nevertheless  destroyed,  and 
Iridi  reforms  were  kept  back  for  anotJier 
thirty-five  years.    It  was  well  known 
in  this  country  at  the  time  that  when 
Irishmen  were  denied  reform  they  adopted 
unconstitutional  methods,  and  that  was 
what  the  people  of  this  country  wished 
Ireland  to  do  in  order  to  give  them  an 
excuse  for  putting  an  end  to  the  Irish 
Parliament.    The  Irish  rebellion  w.u 
fomented  by  the  English  Government  in 
order  to  carry  the  Union,  and  it  was 
allowed  to  go  on  to  a  certain  stage. 
One  year  before  the  Irish  rebellion  Lord 
Castlereagh,   the    Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland  had 
every  step  of  that  revolutionary  move- 
moit  in  their  hands,  and  yet  they  took 
no  steps  to  anppress  it.  He  wished  to 
tell  them  what  this  Irish  Parliament 
which  was  said  to  be  a  failure,  had  done. 
It  passed  All  those  popular  measures  to 
which  he  had  alluded.   At  that  period 
a  meeting  of  the  Irish  Bar  was  held  to 
protest  against  the  Union,  and  a  majority 
of  them  voted  against  it.    Three  years 
afterwards,  of  the  tiiirty-tiiree  members 
of  the  Irish  Bar,  only  three  were  not 
then  "  placed,**  and  the  whole  Bench  was 
stuffed  with  them.    Lord  Clare,  the 
greatest  opponent  of  Irish  rights  and 
liberties,  who  spoke  of  Ireland  as  "  this 
damnable  country,"  said  at  that  time 
that  Ireland  was  increasing  in  proq»erity 
at  a  rate  astounding  to  herself.  That 
was  before  the  Union,  but  how  did  her 
prosperity  increase  after  the  Union  ? 
Reports  of  speeches  in  the  House  of 
Commons  were  not  pathetic  reading  as  a 
rule,  and  they  did  not  shed  tears  over 
the  Budgets  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  for  the  siztew  years 
after  the  Union,  the  Budgets  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  pathetic 
reading,  for  they  were  trying  to  save 
their  country  from  the  wrong  done  them 
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by  the  English  Parliament,  by  which  the 
Irish  ParUainent  was  destroyed  and 
robbed. 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
in  one  of  his  triamphant  periods,  said 
they  gave  equal  rights  to  iTeland,  and 
that  everyone  had  equal  privileges  as 
citizens  of  this  great  Empire.  He 
would  remind  them  that  Pitt  said  the 
same  thing  when  introducing  the 
Union.  What  equality  oi  laws  had  they 
given  to  Ireland  ?  He  did  not  know 
anything  more  mean  or  dastardly  than 
the  conduct  of  the  English  Government 
in  endeavouring  to  withhold  from  the 
mass  of  the  Irish  people  ihfi  blessings  of 
University  education.  Lord  Selborne 
once  said  that  he  whs  the  son  of  a  poor 
clei^man,  and  he  owed  his  success  in 
life  to  the  fact  that  his  father  and  mother 
provided  him  with  a  University  educa- 
tion, which  had  enabled  him  to  face  the 
greatest  difficulties  in  life,  and  yet  they 
denied  Uiese  advantages  to  Lrishmen, 
not  because  they  were  Catholics,  but 
because  they  did  not  wish  them  to  have 
an  equal  chance  with  the  privileged 
minority  Vho  have  been  riding  rough- 
shod over  the  people  of  Ireland.  When 
they  were  pleading  for  the  advantages 
and  benefits  of  an  enlightened  education 
for  the  people  of  Ireland,  did  any  hon. 
Member  know  what  Irelaiid  was  before 
the  English  Government  robbed  her,  for 
their  own  base  purposes,  of  the  benefits  of 
education  ?  Why,  there  was  scarcely  a 
monastery  in  northern  Europe  which  did 
not  contain  the  writings  of  Irish  scholars. 
Ireland  was  the  land  of  scholars  until 
the  English  Goveniment  made  it  the 
land  of  GrtHUwellian  settlers.  Although 
be  was  himself  a  Protestant,  he  repre- 
sented the  most  Catholic  constituency  in 
Ireland.  He  had  been  their  representa- 
tive for  eighteen  years,  and  he  had  their 
confidence  and  affection.  Hia  constitu- 
ents were  devoted  to  their  Catholic 
principles,  but  when  they  returned  him 
to  Parliunent  they  had  not  allowed 
differences  of  religion  to  overreach  the 
question  whether  he  was  a  true-hearted 
Irishman  or  not.  When  would  the  most 
robust  of  Unionists,  who  cried  themselves 
hoarse  about  Imperialism,  return  a 
Nationalist  from  the  aristo^tic  district 
where  they  resided.  There  was  no  real 
persecution  in  Ireland.  Posons  who 
said  they  were  persecuted  were  those 


who  had  no  true  Christian  principles,, 
and  who  had  a  gre.»t  deal  of  sectarian 
animosity  among  them.  He  believed 
they  could  uppeal  to  the  great  heart  of 
the  British  public  to  restore  to  Ireland 
her  own  rights  and  liberties.  He  asked 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  restore 
to  Ireland  her  liberties  instead  of  letting 
her  continue  to  hold  the  English  Parties 
in  the  position  resembling  the  couple  in 
the  old-fashioned  barometer,  where  the 
little  old  man  came  in  and  the  little  old 
woman  went  out.  The  English  claimed 
to  be  apostles  of  liberty  and  spoke  of 
giving  equal  rights  to  all  white  men  in 
the  Transvaal.  Let  them  give  equal 
rights  at  home. 

Colonel  SAUNDEKSON  said  the 
hoQ.  Member  for  South  Donegal  had 
made  a  very  interesting  historical  speech^ 
manifesting  deep  ins^ht  and  immense 
muscular  power.  The  hon.  Member 
appeared  to  be  now  absolutely  certain 
why  the  Boman  Catholics  of  South 
Donegal  had  chosen  him  as  their  repre- 
sentative. He  himself  thought  he  knew  : 
it  was  the  spirit  of  revenge  on  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  which,  .he 
was  sorry  to  say,  still  rankled  in  the 
breasts  of  some  of  the  Irish  people.  The 
hon.  Member  had  given  them  his  opinion 
of  Home  Rule.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
from  his  lips — indeed  he  thought  he  had 
heard  it  from  the  lips  of  other  hon. 
Members  in  times  gone  by — that  Grattan's 
Parliament  was  the  fieau  idetd  of  an 
Irish  Parliament. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  We  never 
said  so. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  ^outh  Donegal  had  said  bo 
several  times  in  public,  but  probably  he 
had  already  forgotten  it. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  said  it  was 
not  a  failure. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  he  was 
very  glad  to  hear  that  the  beau  ideal  of  an 
Irish  Parliament  was  one  entirely  com- 
posed of  Protestants.  Bat  he  had  never 
gone  so  far  as  that  himself.  As  to  the 
question  of  Home  Rule,  of  course  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  hon.  and  Immed 
Member  for  Waterford  to  bring  the 
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subject  forward,  and  he  was  veiyglad  he 
did.  The  debate  to-night  had  the 
advantage  that  it  obviated  debates  in 
the  course  of  the  next  ten  days  on  Irish 
affairs.    [Cries  of  "  No."] 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND :  There  is  an 
Amendment  on  the  Land  Question. 

CoLONELSAUNDERSONsaidthat.how- 
everthat  might  be.he  quite understoodthe 
reason  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
in  bringing  forward  the  question  of  Home 
Rule.  The  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  Irish  Home  Rule  Party  in  the  future 
would  be  to  get  over  their  own  actions 
during  the  last  ten  years.  When  Mr. 
Glad^ne  broi^ht  in  his  Home  Rule 
Bill,  Irish  Unionists  were  supposed  to  be 
hopelessly  bigoted  on  the  sul  ject.  One 
Member  opposite — he  was  not  quite  suie 
that  it  was  not  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Donegal — told  him  that  he  was 
entirely  mistaken  in  his  views  about 
Home  Rule.  He  said :  "  If  we  carry 
Home  Rule  you  will  be  placed  in  a 
position  of  great  height."  He  replied 
that  that  was  very  likely,  but  it  would  be 
by  means  of  a  rope.  He  asked  any 
candid  Radical  opposite  whether  his 
views  on  Home  Rule  at  the  present  day 
were  exactly  the  same  as  they  were  in 
1886,  and  whether  he  really  believed  that 
if  they  had  a  Home  Rule  Parliament  the 
Protestant  minority  would  be  treated 
with  perfect  fair  play  ?  He  remembered 
hon.  Members  opposite  in  some  of  their 
speeches  saying  :  "  Give  us  Home  Rule 
and  we  will  be  a  loytil  people."  Well, 
they  had  an  opportunity  since  then  of 
seeing  whether  they  would  be  loyal  and 
show  fairplay  under  any  circumstances. 
During  the  Boer  War  they  htfd  had  an 
opportunity  of  showing  they  were  not 
absolutely  hostile  to  the  British  Empire, 
instead  of  which  they  showed  their 
capacity  for  Home  Rule  by  using  every 
opportunity  of  showing  their  delight  and 
exultation  at  British  reverses.  He  was 
not  bbming  them  for  that.  They  had 
over  and  over  again  declared  themselves 
to  be  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  they  were  still.  Again, 
when  the  Local  Government  Bill  was 
passed,  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
said  they  would  see  that  the  Irish  people 
would  exercise  fairplay  in  dealing  with 
the  minority,  and  give  them  a  fair 
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position  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the 
counties.  Outside  a  few  counties  in 
Ulster,  where  the  Loyalist  minority  pre- 
dominated, they  kicked  out,  almost  to  a 
man,  every  Loyalist  in  Ireland.  He  did 
not  say  there  were  no  exceptions,  but  he 
i  defied  contradiction,  backed  by  proof 
of  that  statement.  In  his  own  county, 
for  example,  where  the  minority  of 
Protestants  was  not  so  small,  they 
turned  out,  in  almost  every  case,  every 
Loyalist  who  stood  for  a  position 
under  the  Local  Government  Act. 
Everywhere  the  Nationalists  predomi- 
nated they  kicked  the  Loyalists  out  of  the 
local  bodies.  [NATiOHAUSTcriesof  "No."] 
He  admitted  there  were  exceptional  cases 
in  which  Protestants  had  been  returned. 
The  hon.  Member  who  had  last  spoken 
was  a  Protestant  stttiag  for  a  Nationalist 
constituency,  but  the  hon.  Member  was 
an  exception  to  any  rule. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MAGNEILL :  No,  he  is 
not. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.):  How 
many  Catholics  were  elected  in  your 
own  town  of  Portadown  ?   Not  one. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  that  if 
that  were  so,  the  town  had  followed  a 
bad  example.  But  the  lesson  tai^fht  by 
the  county  council  elections  was  that 
under  Home  Rule  the  Loyalist  Protestant 
minority  would  be  crushed  under  foot. 
If  hon.  Members  had  any  doubt  as  to 
what  the  result  of  Home  Rule  in  Ireland 
would  be  they  should  make  inquiries. 
The  Noncomformist  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  ministers  in  this  country  were 
in  a  great  majority  Radicals.  They  were 
very  strong  Protestants,  and  they  bitterly 
opposed  the  Education  Bill  of  last  year 
on  Protestant  grounds,  and  yet  with  all 
their  boasted  Protestantism  they  were 
perfectly  ready  to  hand  over  the  Irish 
minority  to  be  trampled  upon  by  the 
Nationalist  politiciana.  In  introducing 
a  Home  Rule  Bill,  and  trying  to  cause 
the  British  people  to  accept  a  Home  Role 
Bill,  the  main  stumbling  blocks  and 
difficulties  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  have  to  overcome  would  be  those 
which  they  themselves  had  raised  and 
which  could  not  be  denied.  On  the 
quesrion   of  Universitr^  education  he 
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listened  to  the  speech  of  the  C!hief  Becre- 
ta:^  with  great  interest.  He  knew  his 
•(^imoDs  befoie.  He  had  always  been 
perfectly  candid  abont  them  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  had  told  them  that  the 
Government  would  not  bring  in  a  Catholic 
University  Bill  at  present  as  a  Govern- 
ment, which  he  supposed  meant  that  some- 
one would  that  session  bringin  aBill  which 
would  embody  his  views  and  probably 
those  of  the  Prime  Minister.  He  was 
perfectly  certain  that  if  a  Bill  had  been 
introduced  it  would  have  blown  the 
Government  into  fragments.  [Cries  of 
*^o,no.**]  Withregard  to  University  edu- 
cation of  course  anybody  who  opposed 
a  Roman  Catholic  University  in  Ireland 
was  called  a  bigot.  That  was  the 
eiqyhemistic  way  in  which  the  Nationalists 
described  people  who  were  opposed  to 
them  on  any  point.  Why  were  they 
bigots  ?  He  called  a  bigot  a  man  who 
tried  to  force  his  own  religious  belief 
down  the  throats  of  other  p  eople . 
He  would  be  the  first  to  oppose  a  con- 
dition of  h^her  education  in  Ireland 
which  would  interfere  with  anyone's 
religion.  It  was  well  known,  and  hou. 
Gentlemen  opposite  could  not  deny  it, 
however  they  might  dislike  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  it  in  no  way  interfered 
with  religion  of  any  kind.  Roman 
Catholics  were  as  free  to  enter  it  as 
Protestants;  a  Roman  Catholic  could 
become  Provost,  or  hold  a  Fellowship ; 
he  could  rise  in  IVinity  in  the  same  way 
as  his  Protestant  fellow  countryman.  A 
great  change  had  taken  place  in  Ireland 
in  later  years. 

The  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal 
had  given  the  House  a  bit  of 
history.  He  would  also  give  a  small 
addition  to  that  histcoy  which  was  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  In  1795  it  was  proposed  to 
establish  a  Roman  Catholic  College  at 
Maynooth,  and  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  Irish  Parliament  by  Grattan  from  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  against  the 
proposed  establishment  of  the  college. 
Perhaps  the  House  would  allow  him 
to  read  what  these  Roman  Catholics  said 
in  that  petitifm,  because  curiously  enough 
he  absolutely  agreed  with  every  word  of 
it.  The  petition  ran  as  follows — "  That 
the  exclusion  of  persons  professing  the 
Protestant  religion,  or  whose  fathers 
profess  the  Protestant  religion,  appears 
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to  petitioners  to  be  highly  inexpedient, 
inasmuch  as  it  tends  to  perpetuate  that 
line  of  separation  between  His  Majesty's 
subjects  of  difierent  religions  which  the 
petitioners  do  humbly  concede  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  country  to  obliterate ;  and 
the  petitioners  do  humbly  submit  that 
if  the  youth  of  both  religions  were  inti- 
mates in  those  branches  v&  classical  edu* 
caticm  which  are  the  same  for  all, 
their  peculiar  tenets  would  in  all  probd- 
bility  be  no  hindrance  hereafter  to  a 
friendly  and  liberal  intercourse  through 
life ;  that  the  petitioners  having  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  their  brethren, 
tike  Catholics  of  Ireland,  received 
as  one  of  the  most  important  and 
acceptable  benefits  bestowed  on  them 
by  His  Majesty  and  the  Legislature,  the 
permission  of  having  their  youth  edu- 
cated along  with  the  Protestant  youth 
of  the  Kingdom  in  the  University  of 
Dublin,  and  experience  having  taught 
and  fully  demonstrated  the  wisdom  and 
ability  of  that  permission,  petitioners 
see  with  deep  concern  tiie  principle  of 
separation  and  exclusion  they  hoped 
removed  for  ever  now  likely  to  be 
revived  and  re-enacted."  That  was  the 
view  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
at  that  period. 


An  Hon.  Member  on  the 
Benches  :  Who  signed  it  ? 


Irish 


Colonel  SAUKDERSON  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  would  find  it  in  the 
Irish  Parliamentary  Register,  Vol.  15, 
p.  203.  Now  it  was  proposed  to  revive 
all  that,  as  they  learned  from  a  speech 
made  the  other  day  by  Archbishop 
Walsh,  at  St.  Stephen's  Green  College, 
Dublin,  before  tliose  distinguished  gentle- 
men the  Jesuit  professors.  History  re- 
corded this  lesson,  that  it  was  the  hands 
of  the  priests  which  had  been  most 
opposed  to  Christianity — [Cries  of  "Oh, 
oh !  "] — (to  his  idea  of  Christianity,  pro- 
gress, and  the  higher  education.)  lhat 
was  a  difSculty  which  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  have  to  get  over  whenever 
another  Government  sat  on  the  Minis- 
terial Benches;  he  thought  that  was  a 
long  way  off.— [Cries  of  "Oh,  oh!"] 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
appeared  to  think  that  it  would  be  soon. 
He  did  not  agree  with  him  because  he 
thought  the  Government  had  some  very 
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remarkably  good  qualities.  He  thought 
so  far  as  their  qualities  went  they  were 
a  very  respeotable  lot  of  men,  but  he 
had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind  that  tiie 
swing  of  the  pendulum  vonld  have 
ceased  Img  ago  if  sfiairs  had  de- 
pended altt^ether  on  t^eir  superhuman 
merits.  Bat  it  was  the  safety  which 
Charles  II.  took  when  his  brother 
James  warned  him  of  assassination. 
Charles  II.  replied,  "  They  would  never 
assassinate  me  to  make  you  king."  He 
did  not  in  the  least  tremble  for  the 
fate  of  the  Unionist  Oovenunent. 
He  ventured  to  aaj  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment brought  in  a  Bill  embodying  the 
views  of  the  Chief  Secretary  and  atoo  of 
the  Prime  Minister  it  would  blow  the 
Government  into  fragments.  Whatever 
Government  brought  in  a  University 
Bill,  the  British  people  would  have  to 
remember  that  it  would  and  must  be  a 
priests*  Bill,  over  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  would  have  absolute  and 
supreme  control.  He  wanted  to  know 
how  the  Nonconformists,  who  so  much 
disliked  the  Education  Acts,  would 
consent  to  hand  over  the  educational 
progress  of  Ireland  into  the  hands  of  the 
men  who  had  always  tried  to  stamp  it 
out. 

The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
had  given  a  most  gruesome  account  of  the 
Ulster  landlords  in  his  speech  about  the 
Irish  Land  Act.  Ulster  landlords  were 
accustomed  to  that  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  from  Members  opposite ; 
but  their  ideas  of  Ulster  landlords  were 
entirely  difierent  from  theirs.  The  hon. 
Members  said  that  the  Ulster  landlords 
refused  to  sell  their  estates.  That  was 
not  his  experience.  He  had  offered  to 
sell  his  estate.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  said  that  the  Ulster  land- 
lords were  trading  on  the  loyalty  and 
peaceable  condition  of  the  tenantij.  It 
happened  that  he  had  a  considerable 
number  of  tenants  in  Cavan.  His 
ancestors  had  held  their  property  since 
the  reign  of  James  I.,  and  the  great 
majority  of  his  tenants  were  Roman 
Catholics,  and  he  did  not  know  in  the 
whole  record  any  instance  of  the  land- 
lord and  tenant  being  on  bad  terms. 
Although  his  tenants  were  Roman 
Catholics  and,  politically.  Nationalists, 
they  were  as  peaceable  and  friendly  a 
tenantry  as  those  of  any  man  in  Ireluid, 
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so  that  he  had  just  as  much  induce- 
ment to  withhold  selling  as  the  land- 
lord spoken  of  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.  Yet  he  had  expressed 
his  perfect  willingneas  to  sell  to  his 
tenants  on  what  heccnuddeied  fair  terms ; 
that  was  to  say,  for  something  wlu^ 
although  it  would  not  provide  him  witii 
as  much  as  he  had  at  present,  woald 
produce  something  near  it.  He  wanted 
still  to  live  in  Ireland,  and  he  considered 
that  the  Land  Bill  was  carried  on  that 
very  idea,  and  the  bonus  given  as  an 
indacemeut  to  tha  landlord  to  enable 
him  to  sell  to  his  tenants  on  those  terms. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  said 
•the  tenants  were  tired  out  and  would 
adopt  other  means,  which  had  been  suc- 
cessful in  the  Souf^  and  West  of  Ireland. 
He  was  glad  the  hon.  Member  was  not  a 
tenant  of  his,  for  if  he  thou^t  that  the 
hon.  Member  was  larking  m  a  ditbh  ot 
behind  a  tree  

*  Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  did  not 
say  that.  What  he  had  said  was  that  if 
these  loyal  tenants  found  out  they  were 
to  be  deprived  of  the  rights  Parliament 
intended  for  them,  whilst  these  rights 
were  to  be  given  to  men  who  had  dis- 
turbed the  peace  in  the  South  and  West 
of  Ireland,  this  would  make  Ulster  dis- 
loyal, and  change  the  Ulster  representa- 
tion on  lhat  side  of  the  House. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  said  the 
way  the  tenants  in  the  South  and  West 
emptied  out  the  landlords  was  by 
shooting  them.  That  was  the  great 
lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  tenants  in 
the  South  and  West  who  occattonally  in- 
dulged in  the  sport.  But  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  Ulster  landlords  had  any 
intention  of  taking  up  this  non  possumus 
stand.  The  periodic  revaluation  by  the 
Land  Commissioner  was  a  strong  induce- 
ment to  any  landlord  to  sell,  and  Irish 
landlords  would  be  absolute  fools  if  they 
rejeoted  what  he  believed  to  be  the  most 
generous  and  wondeifur  oSer  ever  made 
to  any  tenantry  in  the  world. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  North  Amu^,  like  many  opponents 
of  the  demand  in  Ireland  for  Universil? 
education,  altogether  misrepresented  Uiat 
demand.   The  right  ^^hon.  Gentleman 
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wonld  not,  he  was  sore,  wilfulty  miB* 
represent  in   the  House  of  Commons 
the  views  of  Uiose  who  advocated  Irish 
University    education;    but  he  must 
know  that  when  be  declared  that  the 
demand  was  made  for  a  universilT}''  con- 
trolled by  the  priesthood,  he  was  making 
a  gtatement  notcffiouBly  contrary  to  fact, 
and  which  had  been  repudiated  in  set 
tenOB  over  and  over  again  by  the 
representatives,  not  only  of  the  laity, 
but  of  the  hierarchy  and  the  clergy  of 
Ireland.   The  right  hon.    Member  for 
North  Armagh  was  evidently  under  the 
impression  that  it  was  necessaiy,  in  order 
to  neutralise  the  growing  feeling  in 
Ireland  for  University  education,  to  mis- 
represent altogether  the  demand  made  by 
the  Irish  people  and  priesthood  on  this 
matter.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
read  a  statement  contained  in  a  petition 
presented  to  the  Irish  Government  at 
the  time  of  Grattan*s  Parliament,  but 
there  was  not  a  single  word  in  that 
statement  inconsistent  with  the  position 
now  taken  up  by  the  Catholic  people  in 
Ireland  in  the  demand  they  were  making 
for  a  University.  There  was  no  desire 
in  the  wide  world  that  the  youth  of 
Ireland  should  be  permanently  separated 
by  religion  or  other  matters.   The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  know  perfectly 
well  that  it  was  the  refusal  of  the  claim 
of  equal  Ixeatment  in  the  matter  of 
University  education  that  was  really 
bringing  about  that  estrangement  and  that 
feeling  of  separation  between  the  young 
men     Ireland  which  was  so  much  depre- 
cated by  Grattan,  and  at  the  present 
time.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ixixiy 
stated  that  the  Prime  Minister,  whose 
absence  from  the  debate  everyone  de- 
plored, was  in  favour  of  the  claims  made 
by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  a  Uni- 
versity; and  he  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  House  of  Commons 
if  it  was  conceivable  for  a  single  moment 
that   if  the  claims  of  University  edu- 
caticm  were  such  as  those  described  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  they  would 
receive  the  sanction   ot  the  support  of 
the  Prime  Hinister,  or  those  of  his 
colleagues  who  had  not  hesitated  to 
declare  in  the  strongest  possible  way 
that  they  wished  this  question  to  be 
settled.    It  was  not  merely  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  who  were  making^this  claim. 
Nobody  knew  better  tihan  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  that  this  was  one  of 

those  claims  in  which  the  Catholic 
majority  were  joined  to  an  extraordinary 
extent  by  the  Protestant  minority  in 
Ireland,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ought,  in  common  candour,  to  have 
informed  those  who  listened  to  him  that 
this  was  not  a  claim  of  the  Jesuit  Fatikers, 
the  Catholic.  Bishops,  or  the  laity,  but 
that  it  was  maintained  by  the  vast 
majority  of  the  Protestant  people  of  Ire- 
land. [Colonel  Saundebson  ;  No.]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  dented  that.  He 
occupied,  no  doubt,  amongst  the  Protes- 
tants of  Ireland  a  position  of  a  consider- 
ably representative  character,  but  he 
must  forgive  them  for  saying  that,  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  and  importance, 
gentlemen  like  him,  who  were  wedded  to 
the  Orange  Institution  in  Ireland,  did  not 
represent  the  majority  or  the  weight  of 
I  Protestant  opinion  in  Ireland.  They 
I  preferred  in  matters  of  this  kind  to  look 
lor  the  unbiassed  and  fair  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  in  the  utterances  of 
men  like  Lord  Dnnraven  and  other 
eminent  Protestant  gentlemen,  who  had 
quite  recently  signed  a  declaration  in 
favour  of  the  settlement  of  the  university 
question.  Not  only  Lord  Dunraven, 
and  Protestant  noblemen  who  carried 
weight  in  Ireland  among  their  class,  but 
othras  in  this  country  had  also  sanctioned 
the  position  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  which 
was  likewise  supported  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  by  some  Protestant  bishops 
and  ecclesiastics  in  Ireland.  At  any 
rate,  no  man  in  the  House  could  speak 
more  exactly  than  he  did  of  what  was 
the  feeling  in  the  district  he  represented, 
and  he  Sdid  without  hesitation  that  all 
classes,  sections,  and  creeds  in  the  connty 
of  Clare  were  in  favour  of  the  settlement 
of  this  question. 

A  very  few  weeks  ago  a  meeting 
was  held  in  that  county,  attended 
by  the  representatives  of  the  masses 
of  the  people  and  by  nine-tenths  of  the  ■ 
representatives  of  the  Protestant  land- 
lords and  tenantry,  and  that  meeting 
expressed  its  strong  approval  of  a  settle- 
ment of  the  Irish  University  question 
on  Ihies  satisfactory  to  the  majority  of 
the  people.  The  right  hon.  Member  foT 
North  Armagh  seemed  to  imagine  that 
there  was  some  dark  plot  on  foot  to 
establish  in  Ireland  a  University  or 
coU^  which  would  be  absolutely  under 
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the  control  of  the  Catholic  bishops; 
but  the  right  hon.  G^entleman  should 
have  stated  in  fairness  that  the 
Catholic  bishops  had  over  and  over  again 
deolaied  that  tiiey  made  no  such  demand, 
and  that  a  collie  such  as  was  ontlined 
by  Lord  DTinraven  would  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  Catholic  hierarchy  and 
laity  as  well.  At  any  rate,  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  North  Armagh  was 
alone  in  the  House  am<Higst  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Ireland  in  practically 
making  a  protest  against  what  was  un- 
doubtedly the  expressed  desire  of  the 
vast  majority  of  Irish  people  and  of 
a  great  majority  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  who  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinion .  It  had  already 
been  pointed  out  in  Uie  debate  that  the 
refusal  of  the  Government  to  deal  with 
this  matter  was  one  of  the  strongest 
argum«its  that  could  be  put  forward  in 
favooT  of  the  establishment  of  an  Irish 
CUivemment  fcff  the  management  of  Irish 
affairs.  What  were  the  facts  1  This 
question  had  been  inquired  into  by  a 
Royal  Commission,  which  had  issued  a 
Report  in  favour  of  the  demand  made  by 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  people,  and  yet 
in  spite  of  tjiat  the  Government,  through 
the  lips  of  the  Chid  Secretary,  declared 
its  inability  or  unwillingness  to  deal 
with  the  question.  He  could  not  say 
that  he  was  in  any  way  surprised  at 
the  decision  of  the  Government.  He 
never  expected  that  the  Irish  University 
question,  any  more  than  any  other  Irish 
question,  would  be  settled  unless  a 
period  ^apsed  of  agitation  and  strong 
protest  in  Ireland.  He  ventured  to 
say  that  it  was  one  of  the  curses 
connected  with  Ireland  that  no  Irish 
grievance  could  possibly  be  remedied 
until  there  took  place  first  practically 
a  stage  of  revolution  tempered  by  want 
of  balance  until  it  became  overpowering. 
He  did  not  know  what  action  would  be 
taken  in  Ireland  when  the  intention  of 
the  Oovemment  was  known,  but  he  was 
perfectly  certain  that  in  the  long  run  a 
day  would  come  when  it  would  be  ad- 
mitted that  this  demand  was  just  and 
proper,  and  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
Iriw  people  and  good  government  it 
ought  to  be  conceded.  He  thou^t  it 
was  alt<^6ther  unnecessary  at  that  time 
ci  day  to  argue  the'claims  of  Ireland  to 
a  Catholic  Univwsity.  If  he  were  asked 
Mr.  William  Redmond. 


to  make  out  a  case  for  it,  he  could  not 
do  better  than  refer  to  the  speeches  made 
on  the  question  by  the  Prime  Minister 
himself,  who  had  proved  in  the  most 
convincing  manner  tiiat  tiie  Catholics  of 
Ireland  steered  from  an  inequality,  that 
the  grievance  ought  to  be  remedied,  and 
that  until  it  was  remedied  it  would  cause 
a  condition  of  unrest  and  dissatisfactioD. 
The  debate  was  initiated  not  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  the  Univeraty 
question,  but  for  the  purpose  of  statii^ 
broadly  and  plainly  once  more  the  posi- 
tion ot  the  uish  people  in  reference  to 
their  claim  for  national  self-gOTemment, 
and,  whatever  else  the  debate  might 
effect,  it  could  not  fail  to  prove  that  the 
demand  of  the  Irish  people  for  the  re- 
storation of  their  legislative  independence 
had  not  dhanged. 

It  was  now  considerably  more  tiiui 
thirty  years  since  the  question  of 
Home  Rule  was  presentwi  to  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Issac  Butt, 
then  the  Protestant  Leader  of  the  Irish 
National  party.  That  claim  was  met 
by  the  Iri^  official  of  that  day  just  as 
the  presmt  Chief  Secretary  had  met  it. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  said  tiiat  while 
he  did  not  profess  to  be  a  pn^het,  he 
believed  that  legislation  of  a  necessary 
and  beneficial  character  in  all  directiona 
in  Ireland  would  cause  the  demand  of 
Ireland  for  Home  Rule  to  gradually 
weaken  and  disappear  in  the  long  run. 
If  a  Land  Act  were  passed,  or  any  other 
concession  were  given,  they  were  told,  as 
Mr.  Butt  was  told  thirty  years  ago,  that 
the  Iridi  nation  would  settle  down,  and 
that  the  demand  for  Home  Rule  would 
disappear.  Thirty  years  have  passed. 
Land  Bill  after  Land  Bill  has  been 
passed;  there  have  been  new  concessions 
in  every  direction  and  well-intenti<Hked 
efforts  to  meet  the  grievances  of  Ireland, 
— some  of  them  mrae  or  less  suocessfal 
— and  what  had  been  the  resnlt  on  the 
Home  Rule  demand?  It  had  been 
to  intensify,  if  possible,  the  desire 
of  the  Irish  people  to  rule  them- 
selves; and  after  thirty  years  of  at- 
tempts to  satisfy  Ireland,  that  oountry 
sent  the  overwhelming  majority  of  her 
representatives  in  this  House  to  demand 
as  em^hatioally,  as  dearly,  and  as  un- 
hesitatmgly  as  ever  the  right  to  govem 
herself  in  her  own  way.  The  hon. 
Member  had  said  th^^^^^^  spent  a 
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thiid  of  his  life  in  Parliament,  but  he 
had  spent  just  half  his  life  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  he  had  often 
wondered  that  it  had  never  occurred  to 
the  ordinatj^  English  Member  that 
the  Home  Rule  question,  so  far  from 
being  merely  a  great  Irish  question, 
was  also  a  great  English  question.  No 
doubt  couhl  be  entertained  that  if 
Ireland  suffered  from  the  lack  of  Home 
Rule,  England  and  the  House  of 
Commons  undoubtedly  lacked  self- 
government  and  Home  Rule  in  English 
affairs  which  might  have  been  enjoyed 
were  it  not  that  the  Irish  question  was 
being  etemally  presented. 

There  were  not,  he    was  sorry  to 

say,  any  Members  who  directly  repre- 
sented   the   working-classes  in  Great 

Britain.      He   wished    heartily  and 

sincerely  that  there  were  more.  The 

wM^ng-classes  were  relieved  (rf  most 

pressing  and  necessary  reforms,  hut  the 

affairs  of  the  British  people  had  been 

blocked,  because  it  had  been  proved  that 

there  was  no  proper  time   to  consider 

the  affairs  of  three  great  countries  like 

England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  The 

Chief  Secretary  said  that  his  idea  was 

that  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  should 

be  equal  partners  in   tiie  l^pslative 

establishment,  but^  at  the  very  bottom 

of  their  claim  for  Home  Rule  was  the 

argument   that,  however   willing  the 

House  of  Commons  might  be  to  do  justice 

to  Ireland,  it  had  not  the  necessary  time. 
Why  should  the  Irish  pe<q»le,  the  English 
people,  or  the  Scottish  pet^le  have  to  wait 
m  Older  to  have  pressing  matters  affecting 
their  country  attended  to?  TheQiief  Secre- 
tary and  the  Attorney-General,  who  knew 
Ireland  perfectly  well— few  people  better 
— know  that  there  were  matters  connected 
with  every  Department  in  Ireland 
which  called  for  legislation,  and  that 
if  they  were  attended  to  they  alone 
would  occupy  the  time  of  Parliament  for  a 
whole  session,  yet  the  Irish  people  were 
obliged  to  wait  until  English  affairs, 
Scottish  affairs,  and  Imperial  affairs  bad 
been  attended  to.  If  he  were  an  English 
representative  he  would  feel  not  only  im- 
patient but  indignant  to  tiie  last  degree  if 
he  found  that  his  oppnfcunity  of  ben^ting 
his  constituents  was  impaired  and  inter* 
fered  with  year  after  year  by  the  dis- 
cnasiott  of  Irish  affairs.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  had  been  observed  by 
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the  majority  of  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  or  not,  but  he  himself  was 
absolutely  oonvinoed  that  there  was  a 
movement  among  the  masses  of  the 
English  people  in  the  direction  of  Home 
Rule.  He  did  not  say  it  was  a  move- 
ment prompted  altogether  by  sympathy 
with  the  demands  of  the  Irish  people, 
but  there  was  a  demand  in  the  direction 
of  Home  Rule  in  the  interests  of  Scot- 
land and  Wales  as  well  as  of  Ireland, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  a  century 
would  not  have  advanced  very  fai  bdore 
an  attempt  would  be  made  to  settle 
the  question.  He  had  often  asked  him- 
self on  what  really  was  the  opposition 
to  Home  Rule  based.    The  Chief  Secre- 
tary said  he  could  conceive  no  change 
from  the  present  system  short  of  an  inde- 
pendent Govemmoit  in  Ireland,  such  as 
the  system  in  existence  in  Norway  and 
Sweden.   It  was  no  part  of  the  business 
of  the  biah  pec^le  in  the  present  time, 
and  in  the  abaeniQe  of  uiy  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  system 
of    self-government   which    would  be 
acceptable  to  them,  but  did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  the  system  of 
govemm^t  which  prevailed  at  present  in 
over  a  score  of  different  parts  oi  the 
British  Empire  which  had  absolute  and 
complete  legislative  independence  ?  Only 
the  other  diay  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  said 
that  the  first  thing  which  tended  to 
maintain   and  consolidate  the  British 
Empire  was  the  system  of  absolute  self- 
government,  which  prevailed  in  every 
part  of  it  except  Ireland.  He  could  not 
undrastand  how  those  who  gladly  con- 
ceded to  diffwent  parts  of  the  Empire 
the  fullest  system  of  self-government 
refused  a   similar  system  to  Ireland, 
where  the  existing  Government  had  been 
proved  to   be  a    lamentable  failure. 
He  had    never   been    able    to  get 
from  any  British  citizen  a  satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  opposition  to  Home 
Rule.  It  was  not  tnat  the  Irish  people 
were  incapable  of  man^^g  their  own 
affairs.     The  Attorney-General,  Chief 
Secretary,  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  all  con- 
nected with  the  Irish  Government  had 
conceded  that  die  Irish  people  would  be 
able  to  govern  themselves  in  as  capable 
and  intelQgent  a  manner  as  the  people  of 
any  other  part  of  |  the  English-Leaking 
world.   Was  the  demand  refused  because 
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of  fear  of  what  a  self-governing  Ireland 
might  do  to  England  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  refeired  in  his  spee^,  as  he 
invariably  did,  to  the  attitude  of  Ireland 
in  connection  with  the  late  war.  He 
supposed  the  argument  at  the  bottom  of 
that  was  that  because  the  Irish  people 
were  on  the  side  of  freedom  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  give  them  any  legislative  powers 
that  might  be  used  against  England. 
No  one  who  had  inquired  into  the 
poweiB  of  the  Farliamfflit  proposed  by 
Iftr.  Gladstone  would  have  the  slightest 
fear  that  it  would  be  able  to  do  any  in- 
jury to  England.  He  would  go  further 
and  say  that  an  Irish  Government  suffi- 
cient for  the  wants  of  the  Irish  people 
would  have  no  intention  and  no  desire 
whatever  beyond  governing  Ireland 
wisely  and  well. 

Not  only  were  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers opposed  to  the  Boer  War,  but  a 
large  number  of  the  Britash  Members  and 
a  large  section  of  British  people  were  also 
opposed  to  it,  and  it  was  now  beginning 
to  be  proved  that  the  men  who  were  op- 
posed to  it  were  the  best  friends  of  this 
conntry.  The  result  of  the  war  had  ab- 
solutely justified  the  warnings  and  fore- 
casts of  the  Irish  and  Radical  Members 
who  opposed  it.  They^  were  told  that  it 
was  to  protect  the  mterest  of  British 
subjects  in  South  Africa  that  the  war 
was  undertaken,  yet  the  very  first  result 
had  been  to  oust  EngU^,  Scottish,  and 
Welsh  labour  from  South  Africa  in  favour 
of  Asiatic  labour,  which  was  a  curse  in 
every  country  where  it  was  found,  and 
which  would  make  South  Africa  not  only 
not  worth  fighting  for  but  not  worth  living 
in.  In  opposing  the  war  the  Irish  people 
were  actuated  by  the  same  feelmg  as 
they  were  at  the  time  of  the  American 
War  of  Independence.  At  that  time,  too, 
gentlemen  like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  North  Armagh  said  that 
the  war  was  being  opposed  by  wretched 
Irish  rebels  who  were  the  enemies  of  Eng- 
land. It  was  quite  true  that  the  Irish 
people  were  in  full  and  complete 
sympathy  with  the  Americans  in  the  War 
of  Indepradence,  but  it  is  now  proved 
that  the  men  who  protested  i^ainst  that 
war  were  right,  and  if  the  advice  of  the 
Irish  people  had  been  then  taken  America 
might  to-day  be  a  portion  of  the  British 
Empire.  He  ventured  to  assert,  and  he 
thought    he  might  appeal   even  to 

Afr,  William  Sedmond. 


members  of  the  Dublin  Castle  Govern' 
ment  to  bear  out  his  opinion,  that  so  far 
from  there  being  the  slightest  desire, 
inclination,  or  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  people  to 
interfere  with  any  section  of  the  inhabi- 
tants on  account  of  their  religious  belief, 
exactly  the  opposite  was  the  case,  for  it 
could  never  be  said  of  the  Irish  people 
that  they  persecuted  anyone  on  that 
account,  fle  deplored,  as  all  Irishmen 
must  deplore,  that  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country,  where  serai-political  and  semi- 
religious  associations  existed,  feeling  at 
times  ran  very  high,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  North  Armngh 
as  well  as  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast,  need  not  imagine  that  because 
they  represented  Ulster  Protestant  and 
Orange  constituencies  they  had  a 
monopoly  of  all  knowledge  of  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  the  North  of  Ireluid. 
There  were  many  sitting  beside  him 
who  also  represented  Ulster  consti- 
tuencies, and  he  for  seven  years  re- 
presented one  in  which  the  people 
were  nearly  equally  divided  between 
Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants. 
He  knew  the  danger  that  arose 
from  the  bitter  feeling  there  created,  and 
he  was  therefore  the  more  convinced 
that  it  only  needed  the  establishment  of 
an  Irish  Parliament,  with  full,  fair,  and 
just  powers,  in  order  to  put  an  end  at 
once  and  for  all  to  that  hateful  system 
of  religious  rivalry  which  undoubtedly 
made  life  at  times  in  certain  parts  of 
Ireland  almost  unbearable.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh 
posed  as  if  he  and  his  friends  were  afraid 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
should  they  get  the  power  in  their 
hands  

CoMKEL  SAUNDER30N :  Not  in  tiie 
least. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
did  not  mean  to  suggest  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  physically  afraid  of 
anybody.  The  point  was  that  he  seemed 
to  be  under  an  apprehension  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  Ireland  would 
do  injustice  to  the  minority,  and  that 
where  the  Catholics  were  in  an  over- 
whelming majority  they  would  be  guilty 
of  persecution  and  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference with  those  who  were  of  a  different 
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religion.  He  ventured  to  assert  that  no 
instance  coald  be  cited  in  the  South  of 
Ireland  where  that  had  proved  to  be  the 
cue. 


Colonel  SAUNDERSON: 
say  Limerick. 


I  should 


Hr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he  was 
glad  that  the  case  of  Limerick  had  been 
mentioned,  because  it  enabled  him  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fa  ct  that 
that  case  had  been  discussed  over  and 
over  again,  and  that  the  complaint  had 
been  proved  to  have  no  foundation  in  | 
{act.    He  would  repeat  that  in  those  j 
portions  of  Ireland  where  the  Catholics  i 
were  in  an  overwhelming  majority  the  ! 
Protestant  minority  lived  in  the  most  ^ 
absolute   security,   In  peace,    and  on  I 
friendly  terms  with  their  neighbours. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  ior  North  ! 
Armagh  was  an  old  opponent  o{  his  in  I 
that  House.   They  had  faced  one  another  j 
for  years  and  advocated  their  respective 
opinions,  but  he  did  not  believe  tbe  ' 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  get  up  in  his 

Slace  and  express  his  opinion  that  if  the 
latitmalists  obtained  the  controlling 
Toice  in  the  Qovemmeat  of  Ireland  they 
would  tolorate  interference  with  or  perse- 
cution of  any  men  or  any  set  of  men  on 
account  of  their  religious  beliefs.  It 
was  therefore  unworthy  on  the  part  of 
the  Gk>vemment  to  decline  to  satisfy  the 
aspirations  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
because  of  an  unfounded  fear  of  religious 
intolerance  which  had  never  been  proved 
to  exist.  It  could  not  be  denied  that  at 
the  present  time  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land was  carried  out  practically  in  com- 
pliance with  the  wishes  and  desires  of 
the  minority  of  the  people,  and  the  right 
htm.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  that  day 
had  the  satisfaction  of  hesring  the 
Minister  responsible  for  Irish  affairs 
state  tiiat  the  passionate  demand  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Irish  people  in  con- 
nection with  education  was  to  be  ignored 
in  consequence  of  the  representations 
made  by  himself  and  his  friends  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.  Such  a  state  of  things 
conid  not  possibly  conduce  to  good 
government  in  Ireland,  or  to  the  satis- 
^ction  and  contentment  of  the  Irish 
people.  It  could  not  possibly  strengthen  i 
the  Empire  or  facilitate  the  transaction  j 
of  business  of  pressing  importance  in  ' 


connection  with  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  and  surely  it  was  not  too  much 
for  them  to  ask  at  the  commencement  of 
a  new  century  tiiat  a  new  system 
should  be  tried  for  governing  Ireland. 
No  one  could  deny  that  the  present 
system  had  been  a  dismal  failure,  and  that 
ever  since  the  Irish  people  had  been  de- 
prived of  their  Parliament  dissatisfaction 
and  discontent  had  prevailed  there.  If 
he  were  a  British  Member  he  would  look 
forward  to  the  commencement  of  a  new 
century  under  the  old  system  with  great 
misgiving.  The  position  was  intolerable. 
It  was.  of  course,  within  the  power  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  through  their 
representatives  to  maintain  the  present 
system,  but  as  long  as  it  was  maintained 
the  Irish  people  would  c(mtinue  to  send 
representatives  to  renew  again  and  again 
the  demand  for  the  restoration  of  the 
right  to  rule  themselves,  and  they  made 
that  demand  once  more  that  night  in 
the  confident  belief  that  sooner  or  later 
it  would  be  granted,  and  that  the  British 
people  would  find  that  their  best  policy 
would  be  to  trust  the  Irish  people  and 
to  treat  them  no  longer  as  outcasts  and 
rebels,  but  to  recognise  that  they  were 
as  much  entitled  to  manage  their  own 
affairs  and  to  rule  their  own  destinies  as 
any  one  of  the  great  self-governing 
colonies  which  England  possessed  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

There  were  those  who  at  the  present  time 
were  prepared  to  make  any  sacrifices  for 
what  they  called  the  permanence  and  con- 
solidation of  the  British  Empire,  and 
sacrifices  of  an  extremely  grave  character 
were  likely  to  be  demanded  of  the  people. 
Indeed  they  were  to  be  asked  to  tax 
their  food  in  order  to  earn  the  goodwill 
of  our  colonial  possessions.  But  it  was 
an  insult  to  our  colonies  to  insinuate  at 
the  present  time  that  any  sacrifice 
was  required  on  the  part  of  the 
masses  of  the  British  people  to  secure 
them  contentment  and  satisfaction  in 
their  possessions.  He  believed  that  the 
colonies  were  satisfied  and  contented 
and  that  they  would  remain  so  because 
they  possessed  the  fullest  right  of  con- 
trolling their  own  affairs,  and  to  inter- 
fere in  the  faintest  manner  with  any  of 
those  rights  would  be  a  very  serious 
matter.  The  possession  of  independent 
legislative  powers  had  made-the  Brutish 
Empire  a  success  uS'^^fis^yp^^Q^^^e 
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globe,  and  it  was  noteworthy  that  IieUnd 
was  the  one  spot  in  the  whole  Eng- 
liBh-speaking  pOTti<»i  of  tike  globe  which 
was  discontented  and  disloyal  nnder 
the  British  flag.  The  time  had  arrived 
when  the  qaestion  of  giving  Ireland 
national  self-government  might  be  dealt 
with  with  great  advantage  and  good  re- 
mit to  the  majraity  of  the  British  people. 
If  the  donand  was  to  be  Of^MMcd  let  it 
be  opposed  not  on  grounds  which  were 
insulting  to  the  Irish  people  and  untrue 
in  their  character,  but  upon  reasonable 
and  fair  argument.  Let  them  not  sug- 
gest that  it  was  opposed  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  Protestants  of  Ireland  i^ainst 
persecution  by  the  Catholic  majority. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  lex  North 
Armagh  had  long  been  the  advocate  of 
the  present  system  of  government  in 
Ireland.  Those  with  whom  he  had  been 
associated  had  received  posts  as  the 
rewards  of  their  advocacy  of  British  rule, 
and  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  presented 
an  almost  pathetic  picture  in  his  loneli- 
ness on  those  Benches.  He  was  practi- 
cally left  absolutely  alone  to  fight  this 
battle.  They  were  told  by  the  Unionists 
of  Ulster  they  were  in  dread  of 
Home  Rule,  and  that  they  regarded  the 
question  as  even  more  important  than 
the  fiscal  dispute  which  was  now  raging. 
The  were  told  further  that  they  were 
piepued  to  fight  to  the  last  breath,  but 
the  arguments  advanced  against  Home 
Rule  were  exactly  of  tike  same  descrip- 
tion as  those  which  had  been  pat  for- 
ward for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and 
they  heard  the  old  story  of  the  Jesuitical 
desire  to  curtail  the  knowledge  of  the 
people  and  the  customary  complaint  of 
the  bish  Members*  opposition  to  such 
unnecessary  enterprises  as  the  Boer  War. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Donegal  in  an 
interesting  historical  speech  had  made 
reference  to  Qrattan's  Parliament,  and 
had  referred  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
ancestors  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
a  staunch  opponent  of  the  Union  and  of 
the  destruction  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 
Surely  there  was  no  reason  why,  under 
fair  and  equal  laws,  a  descendant  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  might 
not,  like  his  ancestor,  take  his  place  side 
by  side  with  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  help  in  governing 
the  country  wisely  and  beneficially  in 
the  interests  of  the  whole  people.  He 

Mr.  William  BedmotucU 


could  oikly  say,  in  conclusion,  that  nothii^ 
would  satisfy  the  people  of  Ireland  tur 
cept  the  coikceea<nk  (rf  those  rights  f& 
self-government  which  he  believed  every 
common  sense  man  was  in  favour  of 
granting  at  the  present  time.  ^ 

*1Ib.  moon  (8t.  Fancras,  N.)  said  he 
desired  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subject  mentioned  in  two 
paragraphs  of  His  Majesty's  Speech.  It 
was  evident  that  His  Majesty's  Bfinistera 
as  well  as  the  House  recognised  the  ur- 
gency of  the  question  connected  with  the 
Balkan  Peninsula,  and  the  gravity  and 
seriousness  of  tike  aitnation  even  a  year 
ago  was  indicated  in  the  despatch  of 
February  I7th,  1903,  by  theS  ecretary  of 
State  to  our  Ambassador  at  Vienna— a 
despatch  which  recapitulated  the  observa- 
tions that  Lord  Lansdowne  had  made  to 
the  Austro-Hungarian  Ambassador  on  the 
same  day.  T^e  deqtatch  stated  that 
the— 

"  Government  had,  for  a  long  time,  beea 
deeply  ooDTinced  of  the  necvflsi^  for  the  in- 
tooduetion  of  measoxea  of  practical  refonn  in 
Haoedcaua." 

He  would  have  liked  to  sketch  the 
course  by  which  the  inequalities  and  the 
economic  pressure  in  Buropean  Turkey 
had  become  more  and  more  serious  and 
especially  in  proportion  as  la^e  slices 
and  tracts  of  Buropean  Turkey  had  been 
lopped  off,  but  the  hour  did  not  p^mit. 
The  House  was  aware  that  in  spite  of  the 
repeated  declarations  of  the  Porte  that 
all  the  subjects  of  the  Sultan  were  equal, 
there  had  been  no  approach  to  equality. 
From  time  to  time  the  Softaa  or  theo- 
logical students  of  Constantin^e  vet" 
allowed   to    spread   over  Enn^kean 
Turiiey  and  preach  what  might  be 
called   anti-Christian    crusades,    in  a 
manner  which  had  excited  the  Moslem 
population  against  their  Christian  fellow- 
subjects.    The  result  had  been  that  at 
different  times  during  the  last  half- 
century  there  had  been  a  dismfkl  cycle 
of  oppression,   revolt,  suppression,  oi 
repression.    The  rebels  had  not  observed 
the  rights  of  property;  they  had  in 
many  cases  behaved   atrooiously,  but 
they  had  not  been  guilty  of  the  appalling 
outrages  against  women  and  chil(&«n  that 
bad  stained  the  action  of  the  Torkish 
'  troops,   whether  rwular  or  irregular. 
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Aeooidii^  to  the  despatoh  of  Lord  Lans- 
dowue,  dated  September  2l8t,  1903— 

"Acts  had  been  perpetrated  which,  after 
making  every  allowance,  must  be  condemned 
as  quite  inexcoaable  on  iJie  part  of  the  antbori- 
ties  and  forces  of  an  established  Qovernmtat." 

Under  these  oiicomBtancee  it  was  im- 
perative that  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  introducing  effective  and  adequate 
reforms.  In  January  last  Auatria- 
Hangary  and  Russia  propounded  a 
scheme  of  reform  which  the  Turkish 
Oovemment  acc^ted  in  less  than  a  week, 
and  (^ered  to  apply  it  to  the  ot^er 
vilayets  of  European  Turkey.  Then 
there  was  intolerable  delay ;  in 
August  the  insurgents  commenced  rising, 
and  it  was  not  until  September  that  fresh 
steps  were  taken,  when  the  Secretary  of 
State,  realising  that  things  had  got  still 
worse,  telegraphed  to  Sir  Francis 
Plankett,  reqaesting  him  to  place  before 
the  AiiBtro-Hni^|ariaii  and  Russian  Qov- 
emments  two  alternatives,  the  first  of 
which  was  the —  ^, 

**  Appointment  of  a  ChriBtian  QoTemorfnn- 
coimected  with  the  Balkan  Peninsula  or  with 
the  Fowers  slgnatoiy  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin." 

His  noble' friend  would  doubtless  say 
that  during  the  last  month  a  start  had 
been  made  in  putting  matters  on  a  satis- 
factory basis,  but  he  would  remind 
the  House  that  a  gendarmerie  under 
European  officers  had  been  estab- 
lished in  Turkey  before,  and  the  de- 
lay certainly  gave  colour  to  the  doubts 
entertained  in  many  parta  of  Europe  as 
to  the  disinterested  character  of  the 
action  of  AuBtria-Hungary  and  Russia. 
He  had  an  Amendment  to  the  Address 
on  the  Paper  with  regard  to  fifacedonia, 
bat  he  did  not  propose  to  move  it.  He 
did  not  wish  to  be  impatient,  nor  did  he 
say  that  fairly  vigorous  steps  were  not 
now  being  taken,  now  that  M.  Demerik 
and  Herr  von  Mtiller  were  in  Macedonia 
and  that  General  de  Giorgia  had  arrived 
at  Constantinc^le,  but  he  did  desire 
to  express  the  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  watch  closely,  carefully, 
and  thoroughly  the  course  of  the  re- 
forms, that  t^ey  would  bear  in  mind 
that  their  Secretary  of  State  had  pro- 
posed the  alternative  of  a  Christian 
Governor,  and  that  the  little  States — 
Denmark,  Switzerland,  Holland,  Belgium 
— concerned  in  that  alternative  had  from 
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time  to  time  produoed  great  and  efficient 
men.  He  hoped  if  before  the  end  of  the 
winter  these  reforms  did  not  produce 
effect  the  Government  would  revert  to- 
the  first  alternative. 

Sib  JOHN  KENNAWAT  (Devonshire, 
Hopiton)  said  it  was  an  unfortanate 
hour  to  go  into  this  very  important 
question,  but  he  did  not  think  it  waa 
necessary  to  go  back  to  the  unhappy 
state  of  things  which  they  found  in 
Macedonia.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
England  was  the  chief  mover  in  obtain- 
ing the  cancelling  of  the  San  Stdano- 
Treaty  when  Russia  was  near  Con- 
stantinople,  but  thur  responsibility  was- 
shared  by  the  other  Fowers  which  were 
signatories  to  the  Treaty  of  Berlin. 
They  made  themselves  responsible  with 
England  for  the  reforms  to  be  carried 
out,  not  only  in  Macedonia,  but  in 
Armenia.  The  hopes  and  promises  had 
been  entirely  disappointed,  and  practi- 
cally nothing  had  been  done.  In  the 
words  of  Lord  Salisbury,  they  had  put 
their  money  on  the  wrong  horse 
It  was  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  appor- 
tion blame  between  different  parties. 
The  revolutionary  bands,  no  doubt,  had 
much  to  answer  for,  but  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted they  were  subjected  to  great 
provocation,  that  a  large  number  of  help- 
less and  guiltless  people  had  suffered  in 
consequence  of  the  existing  state  of  dis- 
order (which  had  been  becoming  acute 
ever  since  the  Greek  War),  and  that  the 
scheme  of  reorganisation  had  had  no- 
practical  result.  It  could  not  be 
wondered  at  that  when  the  disturbancea 
entered  upon  an  acute  stage  the  English 
Foreign  Secretary  should  have  en- 
deavoured to  place  the  reforms  on  a. 
wider  and  a  more  practicable  basis,  and 
should  have  suggested  the  appointment 
of  a  Christian  Governor  which  was 
practically  the  only  solution.  Unfor- 
timately,  however,  he  suggested  an 
alternative,  and  that  alternative  of  a 
Mussulman  Governor  with  Christian  ad- 
visers had  been  adopted,  and  yet  there 
had  been  no  reforms  instituted.  Mean- 
time, the  winter  was  passing,  and 
the  outlook  did  not  appear  to  jus- 
tify the  sanguine  hope  expressed 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
Russia,  by  practically  exclufling  the 
vilayet  of  Adiianoplei,|mij^HM[9i^^ 
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scheme,  had  shown  that  was  not 
eager  foi  refonn,  and  it  was  difficult  to 
believe  that  she  had  any  desire  to  see 
hH  autonomons  State  or  an  enlarged 
Bulgaria  interposed  between  her  and 
the  sea.  He  could  not  but  think  that 
her  de^  was  to  maintain  the  a<^us  quo, 
leaving  things  to  continue  in  their  pre- 
sent rotten  condition.  Heuitime  Tuik^ 
was  growing  weaker  and  weaker ;  she  had 
lost  the  nations  which  once  formed  her 
strength,  but  she  was  hoping  that  Russia 
would  be  so  fully  occupied  in  the  East 
as  to  have  no  time  to  press  rdorms  npcm 
her.  The  outlook  was  serious.  The 
Bulgarians  were  in  a  far  stronger  posi- 
tion than  a  year  ago,  their  axmy  had 
been  reorganised,  and  there  could  be 
but  little  doubt  that  if  Russia's  hands 
were  fully  occupied  by  affairs  in  the 
East,  Bulgaria  would  be  inclined  to  try 
conclusions  with  Turkey.  He  hoped 
that  some  of  those  practical  measures 
which  were  foresludowed  in  Lord 
Lansdowne's  dispatch  of  September 
would  shortly  occupy  the  attention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government.  He  assured 
thera  of  his  warm  appreciation  of  the 
interest  they  were  taking  in  this  matter, 
and  his  belief  in  their  earnest  desire,  in 
difficult  circumstances,  to  assert  England's 
humanity  and  wi^  to  see  good  govern- 
ment re-established  in  these  regions,  and 
by  the  establidiment  of  independent 
States  to  form  the  surest  barrier  against 
Russian  advance  to  the  South  that  could 
be  secured.  While  assuring  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  desire  of  himself  and  his 
friends  to  support  them,  he  felt  bound 
to  express  their  firm  belief  that  unless 
strong  measures  were  taken  in  the  next  I 
iev  months  hostilities  would  commence,  ' 
and  tiiere  would  be  a  scene  of  misery,  , 
misrule,  and  general  agitation  in-  i 
volving  extreme  danger  to  the  whole  of 
the  South-Bast  of  Europe. 

Hs.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.)  ex- 
pressed satisfacticm  with  the  references  to  ' 
Macedonia  in  the  King's  Speech,  which  ' 
satisfaction  would  certainly  not  be  | 
diminished  by  the  tone  and  terms  j 
of  the  speech  of  the  Secretary  of  i 
State  yesterday  in  another  place. ! 
No  ODA  would  be  disposed  to  quarrel  with 
the  ptinoiplfls  as  laid  down  by  the  Secre- 

Sir  John  jTmutmy. 


tary  of  State  as  being  tbos^whioh  should 
govern  the  acti<m  o^the  British  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter.  But  while  there 
was  every  reason  to  thank  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  attitude  they  had  taken  up, 
there  were  only  too  serious  grounds  for 
believing  that  the  reform  scheme  to 
which  tihiey  had  given  their  adhesion 
would  not  meet  t^e  necessities  id  the 
case.  It  was  marked  by  grave  omissions 
and  defects.  The  House  would  be  in- 
terested to  hear  the  reasons  for  the 
entire  omission:  from  the  schone  of 
reform  of  the  vilayet  of  Adrianople,  to 
which  there  were  very  grave  reasons  why 
the  same  control  should  be  extended- 
He  had  recently  visited  that  vilayet^  and 
everywhere  he  came  across  vill^es  in 
ruins,  some  actually  burned  to  the 
ground,  and  others  practically  deserted 
by  the  inhabitants.  In  fact,  the  portion 
of  the  vilayet  of  Adrianople  nearest  to 
the  Black  Sea  was  really  a  desert.  The 
population  had  indeed  escaped  some  of 
the  mote  atrocious  sufferings  of  the 
winter,  to  which  the  people  of  the  vilayet 
of  Honastir  hnd  been  subjected;  but 
there  was  only  too  grave  reason  for  say- 
ing that  the  state  of  Adrianople  was  no 
less  bad  than  that  of  any  other  part  of 
the  provinces  which  had  been  the  subjects 
of  the  recent  troubles.  <-'t 


And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  debate 
stood  adjourned. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


On  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House, 

Mr.  O'HALLET  (Oalway,  Connemara) 
asked  whether  the  Government  had  any 
inf<Hrmation  confirming  the  report  tiiat 
Russia  had  declared  war. 


*Ths  secretary  of  STATE  fur 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  AugoBtine's) : 
No,  sir;  none  whatever. 


Adjonraed  1^,000  nipnte  ftfter 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  ith  February,  1904. 


SAT  FIRST. 

The  Viscount  Oolville  of  Culross  sat 
first  in  Parliament  aftei  the  death  of  his 
father. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Ghakccllor  acquainted  the 
Hoose  l^at  the  0erk  of  the  Parliaments 

had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  been  complied  with  : — 

Acton  ImprOTement. 

Alexandra  (Newport  and  Soath  Wales) 
Docks  and  Railway. 

Amersham,  Beaconafield*  and  District 
Water. 

Appleby  Corporation  Qas. 
Arlesey  Gas. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway. 

Barnard  Castle  Gas. 

Bamet  District  Gas  and  Water. 

Barrow -in-Fumess  Corporation. 
Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time, 
Ac). 

Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 

Belfast  and  North-East  Ireland 
Electricity  and  Power  Gas. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways). 

Bezhill  Cwpoiatitm. 

Bezhill  Water  and  Gas. 

Birkdale  Improvement. 

Bishop*8  Stortford  and  District  Gas. 

Blyth  and  Cowpen  Gas. 

Bournetnouth  Corporation  (Tram- 
ways). 

Bridlington  Corporation. 

Bristol  Corporation. 

Brizham  Gas. 

Brymbo  Water. 

Buxton  Urban  District  Council. 

Cambrian  Railways. 

Gardifi  Railway. 

Carlisle  Corporation. 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Efampatead 
Railway. 

Cheshire  Electricity  and  Power  Gas. 

Chesterfield  Corporation  (Tramways 
and  Improvements). 

Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board. 
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Chippenham  Gas. 
Colney  Hatch  Gas. 
Corbridge  Gas. 

Corporation  of  London  (South wark  and 
other  Bridges). 
Croydon  Gas. 

Crystal  Palace  District  Gas. 

Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Elec- 
tric Power. 

Derwent  Valley  Water  Board. 

Doncaeter  Corporation. 

Donegal  Railway. 

East  Argentine  Railway. 

East  London  and  Lower  Thames 
Electric  Power. 

Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water. 

Edwardes  Square  Protection. 

Elys^  Palace  Hotel  Company. 

Felixstowe  Gas. 

Filey  Improvement. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  and  other  Gas 
Companies  Acts  Amendment. 

Gomersal  Gas. 

Gosport  Water. 

Great  Central  and  Midland  Joint 
Railways. 

Great  Central  Railway. 

Great  Eastern  Railway. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats). 

Great  Northern  and  City  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time). 

Great  Northern  Railway. 

Great  Western  Railway. 

Great  Yarmouth  Corporation. 

Hampton-in-Arden  Gas. 

Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Gas. 

Harrogate  Waterworks  Tramroad. 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tram- 
ways. 

Holywooi  Tramways. 

Huddersfield  Corporation  Act,  1902 
(Amendment). 

Humber  Commercial  Railway  fcnd 
Dock. 

Hutcheson's  Hospital  and  Hutcheson's 
Educational  Trust  (Substituted  Bill). 

Ipswich  Dock  Commission. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Railways. 

Kettering  Improvement. 

King's  College  Hospital. 

Kirkby-in-Ashfield  Urban  District  Gas. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
(Steam  Vessels). 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
(Various  Powers). 

Lancashire  Electric  Power. 

Leeds  Corporation  (Consolidation). 
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Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks)  Bail- 
•way. 

Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire 
Electric  Power. 

Leyton  Urban  District  Council. 

Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire  Electric 
Power. 

Littlestone -on-Sea  and  District  Water. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe 
InBUiance  Company. 

Liverpool  and  Wigan  Churches. 

Llanelly  Harbour. 

London  and  India  Docks  Company. 

London  and  North -Western  Railway. 

London,  Camberwell,  and  Dulwich 
Tramways. 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Bailway. 

Lctndon  Comity  Council  (General 
Powers). 

London  Port  and  Docks. 

London,  Tilbmry,  and  Southend  Rail* 
way. 

Lytfaam  Improvement. 
Maidenhead  Bridge. 
Manchester     Corporation  (Cteneral 
Powers). 

Manchester  Coloration  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  GanaL 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  (Finance). 
Matlock  and  District  Gas. 
MerBcy  Docks  and  Harbour  Board, 
Metropolitan  District  Railway. 
Metropolitan  Railway.; 
Midland  Railway. 
Milwr  and  District  Mines  Drainage. 
Minehead    Urban    District  Council 
Water. 

MuUingar,  Eells,  and  Drc^heda  Rail* 

Way. 

Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman 

Railway. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation. 

New  River  Company. 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile 
Agency  Company. 

North  and  South  Woolwich  Electric 
Railway. 

North  Staffordshire  Railway. 

North-Westem  Electricity  and  Power 
Gas. 

Norwich  Water. 

Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban 
District  Council. 

Oakengates,  Dawley  and  District 
Joint  Water  Board. 

Plymouth  and  North  Devon  Direct 
Railway  (Abandonment). 
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Plymouth  Corporation. 

Pwtmadoc,  Beddgelert  and  South 
Snpwdon  Railway. 

Preston  and  BUckbum  Tramways. 

Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tram- 
ways. 

Preston  Corporation  Water. 

Radcliffe  Tramways  and  Improve* 
ment. 

Reading  Corporation. 

Rickmanswoith  and  Uxbric^e  Valley 
Water. 

Romford   and    District  Tramways 

(Extensions). 
Ryde  Gas. 

Saddleworth  and  Springhead  Tram- 
ways (Abandonment). 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

St.  Marylebone  Electric  Lighting. 

St.  Mary  Woohioth. 

Selby  Urban  District  Ckmncil. 

Sheffield  Laughton,  and  Haltby  Rail- 
way. 

Sheppy  Gas. 

Shipley  Urban  District  Council. 
Skipton  Water  and  Improvement. 
Soothill  Nether  Urban  District  Tram- 
ways. 
Southend-on-Sea  Gas. 
Southend  Water. 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad 
(Extension  of  Time). 

South  Shields  Gas. 

South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage. 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

Strahane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway. 

Stretford  Urban  District  Ckmncil. 

Surrey  Commercial  Dock. 

Sutton  Gas, 

Swindon  Corporation. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service. 

Thames  Steamboat  Trust. 

Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water. 

Ticehurst  and  District  Water  and  (Sas. 

Tottenham  Improvement. 

Tynemouth  Corporation. 

Tynemouth  Gas. 

Tyneside  Tramways  and  Tramroada. 
Ulster  Electric  Power. 
Victoria  University  of  Manchester. 
Victoria  University  of  Yorkshire. 
Wallasey  Tramways   and  Improve- 
ments. 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  (Ex- 
tension of  Time). 

Weaver  Navigation  (Additional  Fi- 
nance). 
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Weaver  Navigation  (Constitution  and 
Finance). 

Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas. 

West  Ifotiopolitan  Railway  (Abandon* 
ment). 

West  HetropoUtan  Railway  (Bxt«n8ion 
of  Time). 

Weaton-saper-Mare  Qrand  Pier. 
West  Riding  Tramways. 
Whitby  Gas. 
Withnell  Gas. 

Wolverhampton  Gorpoiation. 

Yorktown  and  Blackwater  Gas. 

And  the  Certificates  thfit  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  not  been  complied  with : — 

Coal8d(»i  Tramways. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways 
and  Improvements). 

NorUi  Wales  Electric  Power. 

Rotherham  Corp(«ation. 

Trafford  Park  Dock  and  Railway. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BIRTHS,  DEATHS.  AND  MARRIAGES 

(SCOTLAND). 

Forty-seventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Registrar-General  (Abstracts  of  1901). 

WAGES  AND  EFFECTS  OF 
DECEASED  SEAMEN. 

Account  of  the  sums  received  and 
paid  in  respect  of  the  wages  and  effects 
of  deceased  seamen  in  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1903. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

GENERAL  LIGHTHUUSE  FUND. 
Account  of  the  General  Lighthouse 
Fund,  under  the  Acts  57  and  68  Vict, 
c.  60,  8.  679,  and  61  and  62  Vict.  c.  44, 
showing  tiie  income  and  expenditure  for 
the  year  ending  31st  HarclC  1903. 

SEAMEN'S  SAVINGS  BANKS  (MONEY 
ORDEKS,  AND  TRANSMISSION  OF 
WAGES). 

Account  of  all  deposits  received  and 
repaid  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  account 
of  Seamen*8  Savings  Banks,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Herohant  Shipping  Act, 
1 894.  during  the  year  ended  20th 
November,  1902,  and  of  the  interest 
thereon ;  statement  showing  tiie  number 


and  amount  of  seamen's  money  orders 
issued  and  paid  at  ports  in  tiie  United 
Kingdom  and  at  ports  abroad  from  1855 
to  3l8t  March,  1903;  also  statement 
showing  the  receipts  and  payments  in 
connection  with  the  transmission  of 
seamen's  wages,  home  and  foreign,  from 
1878  to  31st  March,  1903. 

RAMSGATB  HARBOUR 
Stateihent  of  the  receipts  and  pay* 
ments  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1903 ;  together 
with  an  account  of  the  receipt  and  issue 
of  st(ne8. 

ROYAL  PARKS  AND  GARDENS. 

Rule  for  Holyrood  Park ;  Provisional 
Rule  for  Hyde  Park,  St.  James*  and  the 

Green  Parks,  Regent's  Park,  Greenwich 
Park,  Hampton  Court  Park,  Hampton 
Court  Gardens,  Richmond  Park  and 
Green,  and  Bushy  Park. 

COUNTY  COURT,  ENGLAND  (FEES). 

Treasury  Order,  dated  30th  December, 
1903,  regulating  Court  fees  in  County 
Courts. 

POST  OFFICE. 

(Money  Orders).  Statutory  Rules  and 
Orders  (1903),  No.  806. 

(Telegraphs).  Account  showing  the 
gross  amount  received,  and  the  gross 
amount  expended,  in  respect  of  the 
Telegraph  Service  from  the  date  of  the 
transfer  of  tiie  telegraphs  to  the  State 
to  the  3lBt  day  of  March,  1902  (in  con- 
tinuation of  No.  31,  of  Session  1903). 

BUILDING  SOCIETIES. 
Ninth  Annual  Report  by  the  Chief 
Registrar  of  Friendfy  Societies  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Registrars  under  the 
Building  Societies  Acts ;  with  an  abstract 
of  the  annual  accounts  and  statements 
of  the  societies  for  the  year  1903. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894  TO 
1903. 

Order,  dated  23rd  September,  1903, 
entitled  the  Foreign  Animals  (Amend- 
ment) Order  of  1903  (No.  3). 

Order,  dated  2nd  February,  1904,  de- 
fining a  foreign  animals  quarantine 
station  at  the  port  of  Southampton. 
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Annual  Accounts  of  Exchequer  BiiUI 
and  othei  Government  Securities  pur-! 
chased.  ' 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Business. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Thursday  ith  Frbrmry,  1904. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clodc. 


THE  FISCAL  QUESTION. 

The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
then  is  a  notice  standing  in  my  name 
on  the  Paper  to  the  effect  that  a  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty 
praying  him  to  appoint  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  and  report  on 
the  present  state  and  prospects  of  our 
trade,  and  whether  any  change  or 
other  action  is  needed  in  furtherance 
thered.  I  had  put  this  Motitm  down  for 
M(mday»  but  since  I  gave  the  notice  I 
find  that  a  great  meeting  is  to  be  held 
at  the  GuiliUiall  on  that  day,  so  I  would 
ask  leave  to  postpone  the  Motion  till  to- 
morrow week  as  the  more  convenient 
conise. 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  :  Lord  Wemyss  having 
postponed  his  Motion,  and  Lord  Newton 
having  put  off  the  Moti<xi  standing  in 
his  name  until  Tuesday  week,  there  are 
no  further  Orders  on  the  Paper,  and  I 
understand,  therefore,  that  it  will  be 
c<Hivenient  to  adjourn  until  Thursday 
next.   I  move  to  that  effect. 

The  Marquess  of  RIFON  :  We  see 
no  objection  on  this  side  of  tJie  House 
to  the  adoption  of  the  course  suggested 
by  the  noble  Marquess.  There  is  a 
Chapter  of  the  Garter  fixed  for  Tuesday 
at  Windsor,  which  will  take  away  a 
number  of  noble  Lords. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  The  judicial  busi- 
ness will,  of  course,  proceed  as  usual. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
Certainly.  I  exclude  the  judicial  sit- 
tings from  my  Motion. 

On  Questicm,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Hoiue  ad/onrned  At  twenty-five 
iniDut««  before  Five  o'cloak, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

Acton  Improvement  Bill.  "  To  confer 
upon  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Acton 
further  powers  with  regard  to  the  sttj^y 
of  electricity  and  me  improTement^ 
health,  local  government,  and  finance  of 
the  district;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District 
Water  Bill.  "To  extend  the  limits  of 
supply  of  the  Amersham,  Beacon^eld, 
and  District  Waterworks  Compmy,  Lim- 
ited, and  to  confer  further  powm  ap(HB 
that  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Arlesey  Gas  Bill.  "  For  extending  the 
limits  of  supply  of  the  Ailesey  Gas 
Company ;  for  the  raising  of  additional 
capital;  and  for  other  purposes,*'  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  ike  Examiners  of  Petittims 
for  Private  Bills. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
Bill.  "To  authorise  the  Baker  Street 
and  Waterloo  Railway  Company  to 
acquire  additional  lands ;  to  confer 
further  powers ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Bamet  District  Gas  and  Water  Bill. 
To  enable  the  Bamet  District  Gas  and 
Water  Company  to  acquire  additional 
lands,  construct  additional  works,  and 
raise  further  capital ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Bexhill  Water  and  Gas  Bill.  "  To 
extend  the  limits  of  supply  of  t^e 
Bexhill  Water  and  Gas  Company ;  to 
authorise  the  Company  to  raise  addi- 
tional capital,  and  to  construct  additional 
waterworks;  and  for  other  purpoaes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills.      ^  i 
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Birkdale  Improvement  Bill.  "  To 
aathoiise  the  Urban  District  Coizncil  of 
Birkdale  to  acquire  land  to  conatruot  an 
outfall  aewer,  and  to  make  further  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  the  health,  local 
govwnment,  improvement,  and  finance 
of  the  urban  district ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Bishop's  Stoztford  and  District  Qas 
Bill.  "  For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Bishop's  Stortford  and 
District  Gas  Company/'  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 
^Blyth  and  Cowpen  Gas  Bill.  "  To 
confer  further  powers  on  the  Blyth  and 
Cowpen  Gas  Company,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Sxaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

Brixham  Gas  Bill.  "  For  incor- 
porating and  conferring  powers  on  the 
Brixham  Gas  Company,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

Brymbo  Water  Bill.  "  To  authorise 
the  Bi^mbo  Water  Company  to  extend 
their  limits  of  supply,  to  raise  additional 
capital ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  (rf  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Carlisle  Corporation  Bill.  "  To  extend 
the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Carlisle,  to 
consolidftte  the  parishes  in  the  city  into 
one  parish,  to  make  further  and  better 
provision  for  the  health,  good  govern- 
ment, and  improvement  of  the  city  ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill.  "For  conferring  further 
powers  upon  tiie  Charing  Cross,  Euston, 
Mid  Hampstead  Kailway  Company^  and 
fqir  other  purposes/'  preaentad,  and 
Mid  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
1»amtners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Cheshire  Kiectricity  and  Power-Gas 
Bill.  "  For  incorporating  and  cooierring 
powera  oti  the  Chsshire  Electricity  and 
Power-Gail  Coinpany ;  &nd  for  other 
pxopose^"  pMse^ed,  and  reftd  the  first 
tijoe:  u(l  wdertd  to  bs  re*d  a  v^nd 


Chippenham  Gas  Bill.  "For  incorpor- 
ating and  conferring  powers  on  the 
Chippenham  Gas  Company;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Colney  Hatch  Gas  Bill.  "  To  author- 
ise the  Colney  Hatch  Gas  Company  to 
raise  additional  capital,  to  acquire  lands, 
to  enlarge  their  works,  to  alter  name  of 
company,  to  amend  their  existing  AcU ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Corbridge  Gas  Bill.  "For  incorporat- 
ing and  conferring  powers  on  the  Cor- 
bridge Gas  Company,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Corporation  of  London  (Southwark  and 
other  Bric^^)  Bill.  "  To  em^iower  the 
Corporation  of  London  to  rebuild  South- 
wark Bridge,  and  to  confer  other  powers 
upon  them  with  respect  to  that  and 
other  bridges ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Croydon  Gas  Bill.  "  To  change  the 
name  of  Croydon  Commercial  Gas  and 
Coke  Company  to  'the  Croydon  Gas 
Company,*  and  to  confer  furtiher  powers 
on  the  Company  with  respect  to  the 
raising  of  additional  capital,  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  additional 
gas  works;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill.  "  To 
alter  tiie  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Company 
with  respect  to  the  illuminating  power 
of  gas  supplied  by  them  and  the  testing 
of  g  s;  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Company  to  '  the  South  Suburban  Gas 
Company';  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill.  "  To 
confer  further  powers  upon  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 
of  Doncaster  with  reference  to  their 
water,  gas,  and  electricity  undertakings ; 
to  make  further  and  better  provision 
with  regard  to  the  improvement,  health, 
local  government,  and  finance  of  the 
said  borough;  and  for  other  purposes," 
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piesented,  and  read  the  fiist  time  ;  and 
ordeied  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Don^al  Railway  Bill.  "  To  authorise 
the  "Donegal  Railway  C3ompany  to  raise 
further  moneys  by  the  creation  and 
issue  of  guaranteed  preference  stock  for 
the  purpose,  amongst  others,  of  complet- 
ing the  Ballyshannon  Extension,  and 
to  empower  the  Oompany  to  own  and 
work  motor-cars  and  other  vehicles; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

East  London-  and  Lower  Thames  Elec- 
tric Power  Bill.  "  For  incorporating  and 
conferring  powers  on  the  East  London 
and  Lower  Thames  Electric  Power 
Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Felixstowe  Gas  Bill.  '*  To  incorporate 
and  confer  powers  upon  the  Felixstowe 
Gas  Light  Company,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  and  other  Gas 
Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill.  "  To 
amend  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  and  other 
Gas  Companies  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1880;  and  for  other  purposes,  "presented, 
and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Gomersal  Gas  Bill.  "  For  consolidat- 
ing the  capital  of  the  Gomersal  Gas  Com- 
pai^;  for  enabling  that  Company  to 
raise  additional  capital;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Great  Central  and  Midland  Joint 
Railways  Bill.  "To  constitute  as  a 
separate  underfAking  certain  Railways 
of  the  Sheffield  and  Midbmd  Railway 
Companies*  Joint  Committee  and  certain 
other  Railways  authorised  to  be  con- 
structed by  the  Great  Central  and  Mid- 
land Railway  Companies  jointly;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill.  "To 
authorise  the  construction  of  new  works 
and  the  acquisition  of  lands  by  the  Great 
Central  Railway  Company  in  connection 
with  their  undertaking ;  the  construction 
of  new  Railways  by  the  Cheshire  Lines 
Committee  and  the  Seafc»th  and  Sefton 
Junction  Railway  Company  respectively. 


and  the  acquisition  of  lands  by  die  Great 
Westeni  and  Great  Oential  Railways 
Joint  Committee  and  tiie  Handiester 
South  Junction  and  Altrincham  Railway 

Company  respectively  in  connection  with 
their  respective  undertakings ;  the 
acquisition  by  the  Great  Central  Railway 
Company  of  the  undertakings  of  the 
Wrexham,  Mold,  and  Connah's  Quay 
and  Buckley  Railway  Companies;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill.  "For 
conferring  further  powers  on  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company ;  and  for 
othCT  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Gtreat  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats) 
Bill.  "To  amend  the  powers  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  with 
respect  to  the  use  of  steam  vessels," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Great  Northern  and  City  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill.  "  To  extend 
the  time  for  the  completion  of  railways ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill.  "  To 
confer  powers  on  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  with  reference  to  the 
construction  of  works  and  the  purchase 
of  lands;  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  certain 
lands  by  the  Company  ;  to  empower  the 
Company  and  the  Great  Central  Rail- 
way Company  to  purchase  lands,  wid  to 
extend  the  time  for  the  compulsory 
purchase  of  certain  lands  by  those 
Companies;  and  for  other  purposes,** 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Hampton-in-Arden  Gas  Bill.  "To 
incorporate  the  Hampton-in-Arden  and 
Meri(kn  Gas  Company,  and  to  enable 
that  company  to  supply  with  gas  certain 
parishes  in  the  county  of  Warwick,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tram- 
ways Bill.  "  To  confer  powers  on  the 
Harrow  Road  and  Paddiogton  Tramways 
Company  for  Ttj^tolug  ^3)dgi6g  roads 
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and  acquiring  lands  in  the  counties  of 
Middlesex  and  London ;  to  authorise 
the  sale  of  the  undertaking  of  the  com- 
pany to  the  Metropolitan  Electric  Tram- 
ways, Limited,  and  to  provide  for  the 
diraolution  and  winding-up  of  the  Com- 
pany; and  for  otherpurposes,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

Humber  Commercial  Railway  and 
Dock  Bill  "  To  empower  the  Humber 
Commercial  Railway  and  Doc^  Com- 
pany to  construct  a  new  dock  widi 
connecting  nulway  and  other  works 
and  entrance  into  the  River  Humber ; 
to  abandon  the  dock  and  works  author- 
ised by  The  Humber  Commercial  Rail- 
way and  Dock  Act,  1901 ;  and  for  other 
purposes/*  presented,  and  read  the  first  \ 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Kettering  Improvement  Bill.  "  To 
make  further  and  better  provision  with 
r^ard  to  the  electric  light  undertaking 
of  the  Council,  and  for  the  improvement, 
health,  local  government,  and  finance 
of  the  district;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Kitkby-in-Ashfield  Urban  District  Gas 
Bill.  "  To  empower  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Eirkby-in-A^field  to  supply 
gas  and  ■  to  provide  for  the  transfer  to 
the  Council  of  so  much  of  the  gas 
undertaking  of  the  Sutton -in -Ashfie Id 
Urban  District  Council  as  is  situate 
within  the  urban  district  of  Kirkby-in- 
Ashfield ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  mat  time;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
(^team  Vessels)  Bill.  "  To  authorise 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Company  to  provide  and  work  steam 
vessels  between  the  ports  of  Goole  and 
Hull  and  certain  Continental  ports ;  and 
to  subscribe  to  the  funds  of  steamship 
companies;  and  for  other  purposes,"  '< 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and  : 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Lancashire  and   Yorkshire  Railway 
(Various  Powers)  Bill.   "  To  authorise  i 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Company  to  construct  new  railways ; ! 
to  widen  certain  existing  railways,  and  I 
to  construct  other  works  ;^to  acquire  i 


additional  lands;  and  to  raise  additional 
capital;  and  for  other  purposes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Leeds  Corporation  (Consolidation) 
Bill.  "  To  consolidate,  witii  amendments, 
certain  of  the  local  Acts  in  force  within 
the  city  of  Leeds ;  to  make  further  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  the  various  under- 
takings of  the  Corporation,  and  to  make 
better  provision  for  the  health  and  local 
government  of  the  city ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Leyton  Urban  District  Council  Bill. 
"  To  authorise  the  Urban  District  Coun- 
cil of  Leyton,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
to  construct  and  work  tramways,  and  to 
confer  further  powers  on  the  Council  ih 
regard  to  their  tramways  undertaking 
and  their  electrical  undertaking;  to  em- 
power the  Council  to  execute  certain 
street  widening^,  to  provide  for  vest- 
ing in  the  Council  certain  lammas 
Unds  as  open  spaces  and  recrea- 
tion grounds ;  to  make  further  provision 
for  the  improvement,  health,  and  local 
government  of  the  district ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire  Electric 
Power  Bill.  "  For  incorporating  and 
conferring  powers  on  the  Lincolnshire 
and  Yorkshire  Electric  Power  Company," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Littlestone-on-Sea  and  District  Water 
Bill.  "  For  incorporating  the  Littlestone- 
on-Sea  and  District  Water  Company  and 
empowering  them  to  construct  works 
and  supply  water  ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," presented,,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Loudon  and  India  Docks  Company 
Bill.  "To  facilitate  the  passage  of 
traffic  to  and  from  the  docks  of  the 
London  and  India  Docks  Company ;  to 
extend  the  time  for  the  compulsory 
purchase  of  lands  required  for  and  for 
the  completion  of  certain  works;  and 
for  other  purposss,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Pr^va^^^^^ 
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London  and  North  Western  Bailway 
Bill.  "For  conferring  further  powers 
upon  the  London  and  North  Weatem 
Railway  Company  in  relation  to  their 
own  undertaking,  and  upon  that  Com- 
pany and  the  dreat  Western  Kailway 
Company  in  relation  to  their  joint 
undertaking  ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

London,  Camberwell,  and  Dulwich 
Tramways  Bill.  "To  define  the  widen- 
ing of  Rye  Lane,  Peckham,  referred  to  in 
the  Peckham  and  East  Dulwich  Tram- 
ways Act,  1885  and  1887  ;  and  to  confer 
foitiier  powers  won  the  London, 
Camberwell,  and  Dulwich  Tramways 
Company,"  presented,  and  read  the  fint 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

London  County  Council  (General 
PowOTs)  Bill.  "  To  empower  the  London 
County  Council  to  acquire  lands  for 
various  purposes ;  to  make  provisions 
with  respect  to  sanitary  and  other  like 
matters ;  to  authorise  the  exchange  of 
certain  lands  at  Tooting  Beo  Common ; 
to  empower  the  Council  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Borough  of  Woolwich  to  purchase 
lands  for  various  purposes ;  to  change 
the  name  of  the  Metropolitan  Fire 
Brigade  ;  to  confer  various  powers  upon 
the  London  County  Council  and  upon 
the  Councils  of  Metropolitan  Boroughs ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

London  Port  and  Docks  Bill.  "  To 
impose  rates  on  goods  imported  into  the 
Port  of  London,  and  to  make  provision 
for  the  improvement  of  the  dock  accom- 
modation at,  and  the  navigation  of,  the 
said  Port ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Rail- 
way Bill.  "  To  confer  further  powers 
upon  the  London,  Tilbury,  and  South- 
end Railway  Company,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Ly  tham  Improvement  Bill .  "To 
authorise  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Lytham  to  acquire  Land  to  erect  a  Town 
Hall,  to  make  further  provision  in 
regard  to  their  gas  undertaking,  and  to 


the  health,  local  govermnent,  improve-, 
ment,  and  finance  of  their  district ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Midland  Railway  Bill.  "To  confer 
additional  powers  upon  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  and  upon  that 
Company  and  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company  and  upon  the  Midland 
and  Great  Northern  Railways  Joint 
Committee  and  the  Noriolk  and  Suffolk 
Joint  Committee,  for  the  construction  of 
works  and  acquisition  of  lands ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  die 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Mnllingar,  Kells,  and  Drogheda  Bail- 
way  Bill.  "  To  empower  the  Mullingar, 
Kelts,  and  Drogheda  Railway  Company 
to  make  a  deviation  railway  in  the 
cotmty  of  Westmeath  and  an  extension 
railway  in  the  county  of  Louth,  and 
to  enable  that  Company  and  the 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Company  to  enter  into  working  and 
other  uieements;  and  for  other 
purposes,  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

North  and  South  Woolwich  Electric 
Railway  Bill.  "For  incorporating  the 
North  and  South  Woolwich  Electric 
Railway  Company,  and  for  empowering 
them  to  construct  a  railway  from  North 
Woolwich  to  South  Woolwich,  in  the 
counties  of  London  and  Essex ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

North  Staffordshire  Railway  Bill. 
"  To  confer  further  powers  on  the  North 
Staffordshire  Railway  Company,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examines  of  Petitiona 
for  Private  Bills. 

North-Western  Electricity  and  Power 
Gas  Bill.  "  For  conferring  further 
powers  on  the  North- Western  Electricity 
and  Power  Gas  Company ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  BiUs. 

Norwich  Water  Bill.  "  To  empower 
the  City  of  Norwich  Waterworks  Com- 
pany to  raise  additional  capital ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  nnd  read 
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Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

Plymouth  and  North  Devon  Direct 
Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill.  "For 
the  abandonment  of  the  Plymouth  fCnd 
Nwth  Devon  Direct  Railway,"  presented, 
and  lead  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
^  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

Plymouth  Corporation  Bill.  "  To  con- 
fer farther  borrowing  powers  upon  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Buigesses  of  the 
borough  of  Plymouth,"  pr»ented,  and 
read  ti^e  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Radcliffe  Tramway  and  Improvement 
Bill.  "To  confer  on  the  Urban  District 
Gounoil  of  Radolifie  further  powers  with 
regard  to  their  tramways  undertaking ; 
to  oonstruct  new  tramways  and  street 
improvements ;  to  extend  the  Town*s 
Yud ;  and  to  make  farther  provision  in 
regard  to  the  supply  of  electricity,  and 
for  the  improvement,  health,  local  gov- 
erament,  and  finance  of  the  district ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  uid  read 
the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Reading  Corporation  Bill.  "To  au- 
thorise an  increase  In  the  public  libraries 
and  museums*  rates  in  tlie  borough  of 
Reading ;  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  superannuation  fund ;  to  make 
farther  provision  in  regard  to  the  health, 
local  government,  and  improvement  of 
the  said  borough;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Bill.  "  For  extending  the  limits 
of  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company ;  and 
ha  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
amisere  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Ryde  Gas  Bill.  "For  conferring  further 
powers  upon  the  Ryde  Qaelight  Com- 
pany, presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Saddleworthand  Springhead  Tramways 
(Abandcmmrat)  Bill.  "  For  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Saddleworth  and  Springhead 
Tramways;  and  for  otiber  purposes," 
Resented,  and  read  tiie  fiirst  time ;  and 
rejezted  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 


St.  Marylebone  Electric  Lighting  Bill. 
For  conferring  further  powers  upon  the 
Mayor,  Alderman,  and  Councillors  of  the 
metropolitan  borough  of  St.  Marylebone 
with  r^ard  to  the  supply  of  electricity ; 
and  for  othn  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time, 

SelbyUrban  District  Council  Bill.  "To 
enable  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Selby  to  construct  new  waterworks  and 
to  make  further  provision  with  regard 
to  their  market,  water,  and  gas  under- 
takings, to  enable  them  to  rate  and 
acquire  Selby  Bridge,  and  for  tiie  im- 
provement, health,  and  local  govern- 
ment of  the  district,"'presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Sheffield,  Laughton,  and  Maltby  Rail- 
way Bill.  "For  making  railways  in  the 
West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  utd  read 
the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Sheppy  Gas  Bill.  "For  consolidating 
the  capital  of,  and  for  conferring  further 
powers  on,  the  Sheppy  Gas  Company," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Skipton  Water  and  Improvement  Bill. 
"  To  authorise  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Skipton  to  oonstruct  additional  water- 
works ;  to  extend  their  limits  of  supply ; 
and  to  make  further  provision  with 
regard  to  the  supply  of  electricity;  and 
icx  the  improvement,  health,  local 
government,  and  finance  of  the  district ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Soothill  Nether  Urban  District  Tram- 
ways Bill.  "To  enable  the  Soothill 
Nether  Urban  District  Council  to  make 
and  maintain  tramways  and  street  im- 
provements; to  acquire  land  for  the 
purpose  of  a  refuse  destructor ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  tiie 
first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Southend-on-Sea  Gas  Bill.  "For  con- 
ferring further  powers  on  the  Southend 
Gas  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the 
firat  time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
(rf  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Southend  Water  Bill.  "  To  empower 
the  Southend  Waterworks  Comi 

Digitized  Dy 


319 


Private  Bill 


{COMMONS} 


Business. 


320 


raise  further  capital ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poseB,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

South  Shields  Gas  Bill.  "  To  confer 
further  powers  upon  the  Sbuth  Shields 
Gas  Company,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  refened  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junc- 
tion Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill. 
"  To  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  com- 
pulsory  purchase  of  lands  for  and  com- 
pletion of  the  railways  and  works  author- 
ised by  the  South  Western  and  Isle  of 
Wight  Junction  Railway  Act,  1901 ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented  and  read 
the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Exam- 
iners of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Rail- 
way Bill.  "To^empower  the  Strabane, 
Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Company  to  con- 
struct railways  in  the  Counties  of  Tyrone 
and  Donegal;  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Company;  and  for  other  purposes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

Surrey  Commercial  Dock  Bill.  "To 
authorise  the  Surrey  Commercial  Dock 
Company  to  raise  further  capital ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examin- 
ers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Sutton  Gas  Bill.  "  For  conferring  fur- 
ther powers  upon  the  Sutton  Gas  Com- 
pany, '  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
andreferred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Swindon  Corporation  Bill.  "To enable 
the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Swin- 
don' to  make  new  Tramways,  and  to 
make  further  provisions  with  reference 
to  markets,  and  for  the  health,  local 
government,  and  improTemeat  of  the 
borough ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Bill. 
*'  To  provide  for  the  acquisition  and 
construction  of  piers  and  landing  places 
on  the  River  Thames  in  the  Administra- 
tive County  of  London  by  the  London 
County  Council,  and  to  make'provision 
for  a  service  of  vessels  for  f  passengers 
and  parcels ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presentetl,  and  read  the  first  time;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 


Thames  Steamboat  Trust  Bill.  "To 
incorporate  trostees  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  service  of  steamboats  on  the  River 
Thames,  to  transfer  to  them  the  under- 

taking  of  the  Thames  Steamboat  Com- 
pany (1897),  Limited,  to  provide  for  the 
transfer  to  them  of  certal^  piers  on  the 
River  Thames,  and  for  the  guarantee  by 
the  London  County  Council  of  interest 
on  moneys  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
trustees;  and  for  other  purposes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water 
Bill.  "  To  authorise  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Thurles,  in  the  County  ot 
Tipperary,  to  construct  waterworks  for 
the  supply  of  the  district ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secondtime. 

Tottenham  Improvement  Bill.  "To 
confer  further  powers  upon  the  Urban 
District  Council  for  the  District  of 
Tottenham  in  the  County  of  Middlesex," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  (Ex- 
tension of  Time)  Bill.  "  To  extend  the 
time  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of 
lands,  and  for  the  construction  of  the 
Tramways  authorised  by  The  Watford 
and  District  Tramways  Act,  1901;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas  Bill.  "  For 
incorporating  and  conferring  powers 
on  the  Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitiona 
for  Private  Bills. 

Whitby  Gas  Bill.  "  To  confer  further 
powers  upon  the  Whitby  Gas  CJompany," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitiona 
for  Private  Bills. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill.  *'  To 
empower  the  Corporation  of  Wolver- 
hampton to  construct  tramways,  and  to 
make  further  provision  in  regard  to  thetz 
tramway,  electricity,  and  market  under- 
takings, and  the  health,  local  govern- 
ment, and  improvement  of  their  borough ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  ^iEfie.^ GoOglc 
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PETITIONS. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Peiitions  against  alteration  of  law : 
from  Trelewis ;  Leeswood  (two) ;  Ner- 
quis;  Bryndu  ;  Appledore  ;  Gravesend; 
Radclifie  Close ;  Kirkoonnel ;  Penpont ; 
Eaglesfield ;  Frawsfynydd ;  Halifax 
(five) ;  Rochester ;  Aberdeen ;  New 
York ;  Willesden  ;  Evenwood  ;  North- 
umberland ;  Ffynnon  Greew ;  Cilcain  ; 
Tavistock ;  Ashton-under-Lyne  ;  Honic- 
knowle ;  Liverpool  (five) ;  Billy  Row  ; 
Marske;  Hutton;  Exeter;  Alexandria; 
Kirkintilloch ;  Kilpatrickin  ;  Renton  ; 
Leven ;  Dalmuir;  ThomhiU;  Peter- 
borough; Hopkinatown;  Hafod ;  Tod- 
morden ;  Midgley ;  Porth  ;  Kilbrandon ; 
Thomley  ;  Hull ;  Cilcain  ;  Northwich  ; 
Thornhill;  Whiteparish ;  York;  Deal 
and  Walmer;  Barnstaple;  Viiog  and 
Fairbonme ;  Coiwen ;  Blaenan ;  Millom ; 
Blantyre ;  Tamworth;  Bgremont;  Ox- 
ford ;  Sunderland  ;  IMffield ;  Froding- 
ham  ;  Tarvin ;  Tarporley ;  Ramsbottom ; 
Heywood  ;  Aintree ;  Stockton ;  Lochee ; 
St.  Leonards;  Lincoln  (three);  Swansea 
(four) ;  Sydenham ;  Lee ;  Rehoboth  ; 
Rhiwlas ;  Llandynan ;  Bryn  Bglwya 
(two) ;  Llansannan ;  Nantyr ;  Hyf^dle ; 
Conway ;  Colwyn  Bay ;  Eirienallt ; 
Henhan ;  Gaistor ;  Scunthorpe  ;  Brigg ; 
North  Kelsey ;  Carmarthen  ;  Chasetown  ; 
Manley  ;  Salford  (three) ;  South  Car- 
digan ;  Penpark  ;  Altrincham ;  Bucklow 
Hill ;  New  Delaval ;  Thornton ;  SafErbn 
Walden  ;  Newquay ;  Queen's  Dewsbury ; 
Ore  ;  Roche ;  Falmouth ;  Dalton  in  Fur- 
ness ;  Chorley ;  Lytham ;  Stirling ;  Glas- 
gow (two) ;  Oban  ;  Strachur ;  Bideford ; 
Ooombe  Martin ;  Muddiford  ;  Ilfracombe  ; 
Barnstaple  ;  Appledore  ;  Rowland's 
Castle  ;  Warsaah  ;  Fareham ;  Hayling 
Island  ;  Netley ;  Lynton  ;  Congleton  ; 
Stokesley ;  Stockport  (three) ;  Pumpher- 
8ton ;  Gainsboro' ;  Swanage ;  Bourne- 
mouth ;  Burslem  ;  Bristol ;  Willenhall ; 
Thomaby-on-Tees ;  East  Greenwich ; 
Willington  Quay ;  Throckley ;  Gosforth ; 
Whitehaven;  Silver  Stream  Tent;  Edin- 
burgh (four) ;  Royston  ;  Shafton ;  Gains- 
borough ;  Chipping  Norton ;  Dairy ; 
Kilmaurs;  Springside ;  Clevedon ;  Bristol ; 
Bamaley  (two) ;  Rutherglen ;  Renfrew  ; 
Mapplewell ;  Worthing ;  Biratall ;  Wyke; 
Haverton  Hill ;  St.  Helens  (four) ;  Aakam ; 
Llangefni ;  Penygarned ;  Brynsiencyn ; 


Lluigoed ;  Lesmahagow  ;  Strathaven  ; 
Leadhills ;  Stonehouse ;  Douglas  Water  ; 
Douglas  (two) ;  Carluke  ;'  Boothtown  ; 
Bewdley;  Batley;  Rushden;  Mickley 
Square  ;  Law  ;  Hexham  ;  Corbridge  ; 
Ovington  ;  Penrhyn  Dendreeth  ;  Trawe- 
fynydd  ;  Harlech ;  Llandrillo  ;  Glannau 
Try weryn ;  Llandanwg  and  Llanfair 
Bala ;  Tent  No.  2735  Independent  Order 
of  Rechabites ;  Maentwrog ;  Blaina 
Festiniog;  Towyn  Corris;  Dolgelley 
(three) ;  Arthog ;  Gwydelwern ;  Mach- 
ynlleth ;  Cefnddwysam ;  Aberdovey ; 
Chudleigh ;  Llandderfel ;  Carlin  How  ; 
Kingst«ignton ;  Teignmouth;  Kingskers- 
well;  Chagford ;  Newton  Abbott ;  Brotton; 
Luatleigh ;  Shaldon ;  Heathfield ;  Madog ; 
Beulah;  Brynmair;  Dartmouth;  Chop- 
pington  ;  Nomansland  ;  Amesbury  ; 
Lanivet ;  Saltasb  ;  Wideawake  Tent ; 
Lostwithiel;  Pelynt;  Bodmin;  Birming- 
ham (two) ;  Ferryden  ;  Plymouth  (two) ; 
Coseley ;  Bilston ;  Oarlingcott ;  Radstodc ; 
Retford ;  Llannwchllyn ;  Derby  ;  Redcar ; 
Newcastle  on  Tyne  ;  Penmacline ;  Aspa- 
tria ;  Glazert  Bank ;  Keighley ;  and  Den- 
holme;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY. 

Petitions  for  prohibititm :  from  Ply- 
mouth ;  Bideford ;  and  Barnstaple ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


INEBRIATES  ACTS,  1879  TO  1899 
{RE(3ULATI0NS  FOR  STATE  IN- 
EBRIATE REFORMATORIES). 

Paper  [presented  2nd  Felnruary]  to  be 
printed.   [No.  20.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE  AND 
TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  (IRELAND). 

Return  [presented  2nd  February]  to  be 
printed.   [No.  21.] 

WAGES  AND  EFFECTS  OF  DECEASED 
SEAMEN. 

Account  [presented  2nd  February]  to 
be  printed.   [No.  22.] 

EAST  INDIA  (SUGAR). 
Return  [presented  2nd  February]  to  be 
printed.   [No.  23.] 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Returiuk  of  Acci- 
dents and  Casualties  i^et«p«rl£l^t3;nS 
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Board  of  Trade  by  the  several  Railway 
Companies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  nine  months  ending  30th 
September,  1903,  toother  with  Reports 
of  the  Inspecting  (Mcers,  Assistant  In- 
specting Officers,  and  Sub-Inspectors  of 
the  Railway  Department  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  upon  certain  Accidents  which 
were  inquired  into  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ALIEN  IMMIGRATION. 
Return  presented,    relative  thereto 
[ordered  3td   February ;    Mr.  Gerald 
Balfottr] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  24.] 

TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 
Return  presented,    relative  thereto 
[ordered   3rd   February ;   Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  26.] 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS.  1894  TU 
1903. 

Copy  presented,  of  an  Order,  entitled 
The  Foreign  Animals  (Amendment) 
Order  of  1903  (No.  3)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

DISEASES   OF  ANIMALS    ACTS.  18M 
TO  1903. 

Copy  presented,  of  an  Order  defining  a 
foreign  animals  quarantine  station  at  the 
port  of  Southampton  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  (MONEY  ORDERS). 
Copy  presented,  of  the  Postal  Order 
(Inland)  Amendment  Regulations,  1903, 
dated  Uth  September,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

CIVIL  CONriNaENOIES  FUND,1902-B. 

Return  presented,  relative  thneto 
[ordered  Sid  February;  Mr.  Fictor 
Caiwndish};  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  26.] 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  3rd  February;  Mr.  Fictor 
Cavendi^y,  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.  [No.  27.] 

NATIONAL  GALLERV  (REPORT). 
Return  presented,     relative  thereto 
[ordered  3rd   February;    Mr.  Fictor 


Cavendish] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.  [No.  28.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  (APPROPRIATION 
ACCOUNTS). 

Appropriation  Accounts  presented) 
for  the  year  ending  3l8t  March,  1903, 
together  with  the  Reports  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor-General  thereon  and 
certain  R^orts  upon  Store  Accounts  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  29.] 

ROYAL  PARKS  AND  GARDENS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Provisional  Rules 
for  the  Royal  Parks  and  Gardens  in  con- 
nection with  the  Regulations  prescribed 
by  the  Parks  Regulation  Act,  1872  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOLYROOD  PARK. 

Copy  presented,  of  Rule  for  Holyrood 
Park  in  connection  with  the  Regulations 
prescribed  by  the  Parks  Regulation  Act, 
1872  [fay  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BIRTHS,  DEATHS.  AND  MARRIAGES 
(SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  forty-seventh  De- 
tailed Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar- 
General  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 
in  Scotland  (Abstracts  of  1901)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE  :  - 

1.  Bank  of  England.    Accounts  of 

Exchequer  Bills  and  other  Government 
Securities  purchased,  and  of  the  amount 
of  Balances  of  Sums  issued  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  Dividends,  kc.,  for  the  year 
ending  the  5th  January,  1904  [by  Act]; 
to  be  printed.   [No.  30.] 

2.  Building  Societies.  Copy  of  Ninth 
Annual  Report  by  the  Oiief  Reigistrar 
of  Friendly  Societies  of  the  ProcMdings 
of  the  Registrars  under  the  Building 
Societies  Acts,  Ac,  [by  Act] ;  to  be 
printed.   [No.  31.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  TBS  V0TB8. 


Notices  fbr  Secovery  of  Incoma  Tmx  ta 
Bcotiamd. 

Ms.M'CRAE  (Edinbur^,  S.) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  EiEdiequer  whether 
he  is  aware  that  nothx^'^  j^f^vety  of 
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income  tax  within  ten  days  have  been 
issued  in  Scotland ;  whether  this  is  in 
accordanoe  with  recent  Treasury  instruc- 
tions ;  and  whether  similar  notioes  have 
been  issued  in  England. 

{Annpered  by  Mr.  Austen  ChanAeHain.) 
The  issue  of  the  notices  in  question  com- 
menced, both  in  Scotland  and  England, 
on  22nd  January,  this  date  being  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  to  which 
the  hon.  Uember  lefers. 

^MOBoSTnaumaX  Loan. 

Mb.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  how 
long  the  Government  have  agreed  to 
postpone  the  issue  of  the  first  instalment 
of  the  new  loan  to  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment which  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
said  on  the  27th  July  last  would  be 
placed  on  the  market  probably  in  Janu- 
ary, 1904 ;  and  whether  the  agreements 
as  to  underwriting  will  still  hold  good. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Au^en  Chamberlain.) 
It  is  not  possible  to  say  when  the  condi- 
tions of  the  money  market  will  become 
favourable  enough  to  ensure  the  success- 
ful issue  of  the  loan.  The  postponement 
of  the  issue  does  not  affect  the  ag^ement 
as  to  underwriting  it. 

Extinction  of  Debt. 
BIb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.): 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  for  the 
paying  off  of  debt  during  die  current 
year,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
£10,000.000  due  from  the  Transvaal 
under  guarantee  has  not  been  paid. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  ChambeHain.) 
1  do  not  propose  to  take  any  step  which 
will  intwfere  with  the  Sinking  Fund 
flkrrangements  made  last  session. 

Sudbury  (Ontario)  Nickel  Mines. 
Mb.  NOBMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  communications  which  have 
been  received  at  the  Colonial  Office  from 
Canadian  official  authorities  regarding 
the  future  control  of  the  nickel  mines 
in  the  Sudbury  District  of  Ontario ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  say  whether  any  replies, 
and  if  so,  what,  have  been  made  to  such 
communications;    and    whether  His 


Majesty's  Grovernment  proposes  to  take 
any  steps  to  facilitate  and  control  the 
use  of  this  nickel  for  Imperial  purposes. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttdian.) 
The  communications  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers  were  duly  forwarded  to 
the  Admiralty,  and  the  inquiry  should 
be  addressed  to  Uie  rqtresentative  of 
that  Department. 

Amount  of  Unfunded  Debt. 

Me.  BUCHANAN:  To  ask  Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  ia. 
the  present  amount  of  tiie  unfunded 
debt,  specifying  the  amount  of  Treasury 
Bills  and  Exchequer  Bonds  outstanding, 
the  rate  of  interest  and  period  for  whidi 
these  securities  have  been  renewed. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  AustenChamherlaiin.^ 
There  are  £21,000,000  Exchequer  Bonds 
outstanding,  bearing  3  per  cent,  interest, 
of  which  £7,000,000  fall  due  next  August, 
and  the  remainder  in  December,  1905. 
There  are  £21,133,000  Treasury  Bills  out^ 
standing,  of  which  £16,633,000  are  twelve 
months'  Bills  bearing  interest  that  varies 
from  £3  4*.  U.  to  £3  15«,  \0d.  per  cent. ; 
£4,000,000  are  six  months'  Bills  bearing 
interest  that  varies  from  £3  4s.  2d.  to 
£3  lbs.  \0d.  per  cent.,  and  £500,000  are 
three  months  Bills  bearing  interest  at 
£4  2s.  Zd.  per  cent.  These  BUls  are  ex- 
clusive of  any  Ways  and  Means  Advances 
raised  by  Treasury  Bills,  which  are 
necessarily  paid  q&  before  the  end  of  the 
financial  year. 

B«leBS6of  Urs.  Ki^liiick. 

Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wioklow,  W,): 
To  afdc  the  Secretary  of  State  fcnr  the 
Home  Department,  whether  Mrs.  May- 
brick  has  been  released  from  penal 
servitude ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  conditions. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  AherS' 
Dou^as.)  Mrs.  Maybrick  has  been  gruit* 
ed  a  licence  under  the  Penal  Servitude 
Acts,  and  is  at  present  in  a  home,  which 
she  will  be  allowed  to  leave  towards  the 
end  of  the  summer.  In  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  authorities  of  the  home, 
and  with  Mrs.  Maybrick's  own  earnest 
desire,  which  is,  I  think,  entitled  to  con- 
sideration, I  do  not  propose  to  make 
public  fur^er  details  as  to  time  or 
place.  ^  I 
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lUgbrtrataB  and  FwniTe  Basisten. 

Mb.  CHAKKING  (Norfcharoptoiuhiie, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  a  number  of  instances 
benches  of  mt^strateshave  directed  that 
peraons  summoned  for  refusal  to  pay 
that  portion  of  the  rates  which  is  applied 
to  denominational  schook  should  be 
placed  in  the  prisoner's  dock;  and 
whethra  he  will  issue  a  circular  or 
otherwise  represent  to  magistrates  that 
this  course  is  ille^l  and  should  be 
discontinued. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Daugku.)  My  attention  has  not  been 
drawn  to  any  case  such  as  the  hon. 
Member  indicates.  It  is  certainly  not  a 
usual  practice  to  put  penons  summoned 
for  non-payment  of  rates  in  the  dock, 
And  except  in  very  special  circumstances 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  do  so. 
But  no  question  of  law  is  involved,  nor 
have  I  any  authority  to  issue  ins^c- 
ticms  to  magisteates  in  the  matter. 

Ban  Poisoning— Standard  ot  Purity* 

Sir  CfUTHBERT  QUILTER  (Suffolk, 
Sudbury) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
liocal  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  con- 
firmation by  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Arsenical  Poisoning  of  Uie  opinions 
e^reeaed  in  the  Minority  Report  of  the 
Beer  Materials  Committee  issued  five 
years  ago,  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
beer  poisoning  epidemic,  that  legislation 
or  other  provision  was  necessary  to 
prevent  the  use  of  deleterious  substances 
in  the  manufacture  of  beer,  and  that  a 
court  of  reference,-  as  recommended  by 
the  Committee  on  the  adulteration  of 
food  products  (a  recommendation  since 
endoned  also  by  the  Food  Preservatives 
Committee),  should  be  established  for 
fixing  standards  of  purity  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  what  action 
it  ia  proposed  to  take  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, more  especially  as  regards  the 
protection  of  the  public  against  the  use 
of  injurious  ingredients  in  beer,  and  the 
fixing  of  a  standard  of  parity. 

{Anstvered  by  Mr.  Wilier  Long.)  I 
had.  before  the  issue  of  the  Report  of  the 


Royal  Commission  on  Arsenical  Poison- 
ing, had  under  consid^tion  the  ex- 
pediency of  promotii^  legislation  with 
a  view  to  the  constitution  of  a  court  of 
reference  for  the  decision  of  certain 
scientific  questions  in  relation  to  food  of 
the  kind  referred  to  in  the  Question,  and 
I  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture on  the  subject.  I  am  continuing 
to  ^ve  attention  to  the  matter,  but 
having  regard  to  the  la^e  and  important 
recommendations  of  the  Arsenical  Com- 
mission, I  think  it  will  be  necessary  that 
a  conference  should  be  held  of  representa- 
tives of  the  Government  Departments 
concerned  before  a  decision  as  to  the 
course  to  be  adopted  can  be  arrived  at. 

Employment  in  the  United  Kingdom 
,  and  Ireland. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  (Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  if,  with 
the  object  of  testing  the  assertions 
recently  made  that  employment,  in  the 
aggregate,  has  fallen  off  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Ireland,  he  would  have  a 
Return  made  from  the  census  tables  of 
1881,  1891,  and  1901,  giving,  under  a 
few  general  heads,  the  total  number 
employed,  including  all  in  €k>vemment 
or  municipal  service,  together  with  the 
total  population  of  each  period,  and  the 
percentage  the  employed  bear  to  the 
!  population  of  each  period. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Waller  Lonff.)  The 
Census  Returns  do  not  give  the  numbers 
of  the  population  that  are  employed  or 
unemployed  at  the  date  of  each  census, 
but  only  show  the  occupation  usually 
followed  by  each  individual  when  em- 
ployed. I  regret,  therefore,  that  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  cause  the  Return 
desired  by  my  noble  friend  to  be  com- 
piled. 

Oaosea  and  Effects  of  Tariff  Wars  on  tlia 

Continent. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  the  mfomlation  recently  re- 
ceived from  His  Majesty's  Represen- 
tatives and  the  Consular  service  abroad, 
relating  to  the  causes  and  effects  of  the 
tariff  wars  between  France  and  Italy, 
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France  and  Switzerland,  and  G^many 
and  Russia. 

{Anstoered  by  Earl  Percy.)  The  Re- 
ports received  on  t^is  subject  will  be 
laid  upon  t^e  Table  and  distributed  in 
a  iew  days. 

Alleged  Atrocities  on  the  Oonga 

BIb.  CHANNING  :  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  Stat«  for  Foreign  Afiairs 
whether  any  official  or  other  confirma- 
tion has  been  received  of  the  statements 
recently  made  by  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Weeks, 
Baptist  Missionary,  in  the  Wett  African 
MaU,  writing  from  tiieHonsembe  Station 
on  the  Congo,  to  the  effect  that  a  number 
of  men,  women,  and  children  have  been 
killed  in  villages  in  that  district  for 
failure  to  pay  their  taxes;  and,  if  not, 
wheUter  inquiry  will  be  directed  into- 
these  allegations. 

(Answtred  by  Earl  Percy.)  This  sub- 
ject is  dealt  with  in  the  Report  from 
His  Maje8ty*s  Consul  for  the  Congo 
which  is  ahortly  to  be  laid  b^>re  Parlia- 
ment. 

Preferential  Tariffls— Views  of  Indian 
Goremment. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  any 
reply  has  been  received  by  the  India 
Office  from  the  Government  of  India  in 
response  to  a  tel^am  sent  on  7th  August, 
1903,  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State 
asking  for  the  views  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment upon  the  subject  of.  preferential 
tariffs ;  and,  if  so,  would  he  lay  it  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

{Awewered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
I  have  received  the  reply  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  and  I  will  lay  the  Papers 
on  the  Table  of  the  House. 

Crown  Law  Officers— Salaries  and  Fees. 

Mb.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  he  will  state  what 
were  the  total  amounts,  including  salaries 
and  fees,  paid  to  the  Attorney-General 
and  Solicit<nr-General  respectively  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1903 ;  also,  for 
the  same  period,  the  amoonts  paid  as 
silaries  for  the  department  of  King's 
Proctor,  Solicitor,  and  Director  of  Public 
ProeecQtions. 


(Anstcered\  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavenduk.) 
The  following  [amounts  were  paid  to 
the  Law  Officers  respectively  itx  the 
year  ending  Slat  Manui,  1903,  viz. : — 


Salary. 

Feea. 

Total. 

Attomey-GeDeral 
Solicitor-OeDeral 

£ 

7,000 
6,000 

£ 
4,816 
3,701 

£ 

11,816 
9.701 

The  salaries  for  the  department  of 
King's  Proctor,  Solicitor,  and  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions  for  the  same  period 
(ezclnsive  of  payments  for  copying  work) 
amounted  to  £21,912.  The  office  of 
King's  Proctor  is  at  present  held  by  the 
Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  and  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions,  but  it  is  altogether 
a  separate  office,  and  Lord  Desart  receives 
under  existing  arrangements  no  salary 
for  performance  of  tiie  duties  of  that 
office. 

Exeter  Edneatitm  Anthoiitr  —  Bunoral 
of  Ohilaien  turn.  One  Schoolto  Another. 

Mr.  H.  C.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  if  his  attention  has  been 
called,  or  the  consent  of  the  Department 
given,  to  the  notice  recently  issued  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Exeter  by  ^e 
education  authority  to  the  effect  tlutt  no 
child  be  aUowed  to  be  removed  from 
either  of  the  elementary  schools  under 
the  control  of  the  education  authority  to 
another  unless  the  consent  of  the  author- 
ity  be  first  obtained ;  if  so,  will  he  state 
upon  what  authority  this  notice  was 
issued;  and  what  steps  he  proposes  to 
take  to  prevent  the  issue  of  similar  cir- 
culars. 

{Answered  by  Sir  IFtlliam,  A  nson.) 
My  attention  has  only  this  morniDg  been 
called  to  the  notice  referred  to,  a  copy  of 
which  reached  the  Board  of  Education 
yesterday.  The  notice  would  appear  to 
be  designed  simply  to  meet  the  difficulty 
caused  by  capricious  and  frequent  re- 
movals of  a  child  from  school  to  school. 
I  will  communicate  with  the  local  author- 
ity in  question  as  to  the  methods  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  for  attaining  tiie  end 
in  view.  The  Board  hold  that  as  a 
general  rule  it  should  rest  with  a  parent 
to  decide  which  school  his  child  shall 
attend,  and  any  complaint  by  a  parent 
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as  to  undue  restriction  ol  this  freedom 
would  reoeive  the  oaiefol  oonsideration 
of  the  Board. 

Operation  of  Labourers  Acts  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  KENDAL  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary, 
Mid) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  promiaed  legislation  in  connec- 
tion witn  Irish  labourers,  he  will,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  issue  as 
a  Parliamentary  Paper  the  reports 
which  he  has  received  from  the  Local 
Government  inspectors  on  the  operation 
of  the  existing  Acts  and  the  direction  in 
which  they  think  new  legislation  may  be 
most  advantageously  applied. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
reports  furnished  by  these  injectors  are 
confidential  documents,  and  as  such  it 

would  not  be  in  accordance  with  prac- 
tice or  precedent  to  publish  them. 

StnngtiL  Hit  VdoutettT  Force. 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield. 

Central) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  will  state  what  is  the 
present  strength  of  the  Volunteer  Force, 
and  how  it  compares  with  the  state  of 
affairs  on  1st  February,  1901  ;  and  what 
is  the  present  deficiency  in  officers. 

{Anmoered  hy  Mr.  Secreiaiy  Arnold- 
For$ter.)  As  regards  the  totals  of  all 
ranks,  the  returns  being  rendered  quar- 
terly, the  latest  figures  available  are  for 
let  January  of  each  year,  and  are  as 
follows :— 1901,  Strength  277,910;  1904, 
Strength  241,280.  As  regards  the  officers 
the  present  establishment  is  9,454,  and 
the  deficiency  on  the  1st  February  was 
2,333;  this  includes  184  seconded  or 
supernumerary  officers. 

War  Office  Beorganisation  Committee  - 
Oirculation  of  Report- 

Major  EVANS  -  GORDON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  Interim 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  War  Office 
Reoi^anisation,  which  was  supplied  to 
the  Press  on  Monday,  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  and  circulated  to  Members. 

[Anstotred  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forsier.)  This  Report  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  and  circulated  to  Members. 


Transport  of  Oovanunent  Stons  to 
Oibraltar  and  Malta. 

MASTER  OP  ELI6ANK  (Edinburgh, 
Midlothian)  :  To  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if  he  will 
state  the  nature  of  the  shipping  contracts 
for  the  transport  of  Government  stores 
to  Oibraltar,  the  name  of  the  shipping 
company  employed,  the  freight  charged, 
whether  tenders  are  invited  from  various 
shipping  companies;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  amount  of  consignment 
of  stores  to  Oibraltar  and  Malta,  the 
Department  contemplates  employing 
special  Government  vessels  for  this 
purpose. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
contract  for  the  conveyance  of  Array  and 
Navy  stores  to  Gibraltar  is  in  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  J.  Hall,  Junior,  and  Company. 
It  is  terminable  at  a  month's  notice,  and 
the  Government  reserve  the  right  to 
convey  stores  also  in  His  Majesty's  ships, 
hired  transports,  mail  pacJcets,  or  vessels 
wholly  chartered  for  the  purpose.  Com- 
petitive tenders  were  last  obtained  in 
1894,  when  Messrs.  Hall  again  secured 
the  contract,  the  terms  of  which  have, 
however,  been  revised  from  time  to 
time  to  meet  Government  requirements. 
It  is  not  usoal  to  publidi  the  rates  paid 
under  Government  contracts  unless 
special  reasons  exist  for  doing  so.  It  is 
not  considered  desirable  to  employ  special 
GKivemment  vessels  for  conveying  stores 
to  Gibraltar,  as  such  a  course  would 
involve  the  collection  of  full  cargoes, 
and  would  thus  cause  great  practical 
difficulties.  It  would,  moreover,  be  a 
veiy  expensive  course  to  adopt,  as, 
owing  to  the  small  amotmts  of  stores 
consigned  home,  the  vessels  would  return 
practically  emp^. 

Condition  of  Malta. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  8.):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  the 
Papers  relative  to  the  condition  of  Malta 
which  have  been  received  since  the  issne 
of  the  last  Blue-book. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretarif  I^tteUonJ) 
No  Papas  of  importance  have  been 
received  since  the  issue  of  the  Blue-book 
in  July  last,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to 
lay  any  further  iPapers  at  present. 
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OolonUl  Oivil  Serrauts  and  Political 
Demonstrationa- 

Db.  SHIPMAN  (Northampton):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  under  the  civil  service  regulations 
of  most  colonies,  officers  of  their  Govern- 
ments are  forbidden  to  participate  in  any 
proceedings  of  a  political  character,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  making 
representations  to  the  Ministries  of  self- 
governing  colonies  as  to  the  impropriety 
of  their  Agents-General  actively  partici- 
pating in  British  politics,  or  becoming 
members  of  an  avowedly  political 
organisation  in  thin  country. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyitelton.) 
As  the  Agents-General  for  the  Colonies 
under  responsible  government  are 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
Colonial  Blinisters  who  appoint  them, 
the  matter  is  one  for  the  Colonial 
Governments  to  consider,  and  I  should 
not  be  disposed  to  interfere. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  BOUSE. 

The  Aaleennd  Disaster- 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington.W.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  shipment  of  about  (WO  tons  of 
clothing  and  food,  Ac;,  were  prepared  for 
despatch  from  the  Deptford  Victualling 
Yard  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Aalesund  on  the 25th  of  last  month;  and 
that  H.M.S.  "Hearty  "  has  been  lying 
idle  outside  the  yard  since  that  date,  he 
will  state  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

fiXHE  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (BIr.  Pbktyhan,  Suffolk, 
Woodbridge) :  The  fact  of  the  Aalesund 
disaster  became  known  at  the  Admiralty 
on  Monday  morning,  January  25th,  and 
a  telegraphic  inquiry  was  at  once  sent 
to  the  Norwegian  Government,  through 
His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Stockholm, 
asking  whelier  it  would  be  of  use  to  send 
one  of  His  Majesty's  ships  with  blankets 
and  provisions.  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
Conaol-Generalat  Christiania  telegraphed 
on  the  36th  to  say  that  the  Norwegian 
Government  was  making  inquiries  as  to 
whether  help  was  required,  and  later  on 
the  same  day  again  telegraphed  request- 
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ing  on  behalf  of  the  Norwegian  Govern- 
ment that  acceptance  of  the  offer  mighr 
be  postponed  till  it  could  be  seen  whethet 
the  local  authorities  could  cope  with  the 
situation  with  the  assistance  already 
supplied.  In  the  meantime  orders  had 
been  given  for  stores  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness at  His  Majesty's  Victualling  Yard, 
Deptford,  and  a  vessel  of  war  was  de- 
tailed to  embark  them.  She  arrived  off 
Deptford  on  liie  27th,  and  is  still  there 
awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Norwegian 
Government. 

Officers'  War  Oiatnlties- 

Captaw  NORTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War   if  he 

can  state  why  the  gratuities  to  officers 
specially  taken  into  employment  during 
the  South  African  War,  as  laid  down 
in  the  Royal  Pay  Warrant,  paragraph 
601b,  have  not  yet  been  paid,  and  when 
they  are  likely  to  be  paid. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Ifc.  Abnold-Forsteb,  Belfast, 
W.) :  I  am  afraid  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  is  under  some  misapprehension. 
These  gratuities  have  been  paid  as  they 
became  due..  In  some  cases,  however, 
they  have  been  altogether  withheld 
owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the 
service  of  the  officers  concerned;  and  in 
a  few  cases  they  have  been  held  back 
where  the  officers*  accounts  were  not 
satisfactorily  imdered. 

Captain  NORTON :  If  I  give  the 
big  oases  in  which  they  have  not  been 
paid  will  he  inquire  into  them. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FOBSTER  :  Yes. 

Officers*  Saddlery. 

Sir  CARNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  intention  has 
been  called  to  pan^raph  (o),  page  6. 
Report  on  the  Officers'  Expenses,  recom- 
mending that  military  saddlery  shall 
be  issued  to  all  officers  of  mounted  corps ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  explain  why 
the  Department  has  declined  to  carry 
out  this  recommendation,  in  view  of  the 
time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  Com- 
mittee reported . 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  issue 
of  saddlery  to  mounted  oSa^oem  job 
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authorised  by  Anny  Order  4  of  January, 
1904.  It  was  not  oonsidered  expedient 
to  publish  any  decision  to  this  efEeot 
untu  sufficient  stock  had  been  obtained 
to  enable  an  issue  to  be  made. 

Sir  CARNE  RASCH  :  Does  the  Order 
not  apply  to  the  Indian  GoTernment, 
which  has  refused  to  supply  saddlery  to 
officers  ? 

Mb.  ABNOLD-FOBSTEK:  It  does 
not  apply. 

Tile  2nd  Eesaz  Begiment. 

Sin  CARNE  RASCH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
seeing  that  the  2od  Bssez  is  under  orders 
for  t£e  Mediterranean,  that  they  came 
home  in  19(^  niter  twenty  years  con- 
tinuous foreign  service,  and  have  only 
had  sixteen  months  at  home,  he  will 
arrange  that  battalions  which  have  had 
ten  years  home  service  previous  to  the 
South  African  Wat  shall  go  out  before 
the  Essex. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Owing  to 
the  present  exigencies  of  the  service 
more  than  half  of  the  battalions  of  the 
line  are  required  abroad,  and  it  has 
acc<»dittgly  been  found  necessary  to  cur- 
tail the  period  of  home  service.  The 
cUime  aS  the  various  battalions  who 
have  been  selected  to  proceed  abroad 
have  been  most  carefully  weighed,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  it  is  impossible  to  amend 
the  selection  without  unfaimeas  to 
others. 

British  Hade  Pom-poms  Sold  to  the 
Been. 

BIb.  FREDERICK  WILSON  (Norfolk, 
Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  can  state  the  number 
of  pom-  ponu  supplied  to  the  Boers  by 
English  manufacturers,  and  the  dat^ 
prior  to  the  war  at  which  these  guns 
were  supplied. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  The 
number  of  pom-poms  of  British  manu- 
facture supped  to  the  Boers  before  the 
war  was  twenty-two.  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  state  the  exact  dates  at  which 
these  gnns  were  supplied. 


Quick-Firing  Guns  for  the  Army* 

Mb.  FREDERICK  WILSON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fcff  War  U 
he  can  state  the  number  of  quick-firing 
guns  whicJi  have  been  purchased  by  the 
War  Department  in  Germany,  and 
whether  any  pattern  of  quick-firing  gun 
has  yet  been  decided  on  at  our  Govern- 
ment factories. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  num- 
ber of  quick-firing  gnns  purchased  in 
Germany  was  108.  As  regards  the  new 
quick-firing  gun  no  pattnn  has  as  yet 
been  approved.  It  is  hoped  that  a  large 
number  of  the  new  pattern  quick-firing 
guns  will  be  manufactured  during  the 
next  financial  year. 

Aldershot  Sham  Ficht—Use  of  Ball 
Cartridge. 

Mb.  FYLBR  (Surrey,  Chertaey)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for 
War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  sham  fight  in  the  vicinity 
of  Aldershot,  on  18th  December  last,  in 
which  a  private  soldier  was  injured  by 
one  of  several  ball  cartridges  that  were 
fired,  and  during  which  continued  firing 
took  place  on  the  public  roads  at 
Catnbeiley ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 
whether  this  was  in  acocordance  witJi 
War  Office  regulations ;  whether  an  in- 
quiry has  been  held  into  the  oocoxience ; 
and  whether  steps  can  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  this  incon- 
venience to  residents  in  the  district. 

*Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  My  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  this  case.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  the  general  officer 
commanding,  who  stated  that  the  cir- 
cumstances as  reported  were  greatly 
ez^gerated,  that  he  had  already  dealt 
with  the  case  and  had  taken  such  steps 
as  were  possible  to  prevent  any  lecur* 
renoe.  Th»  regulations  in  legaid  to  fir- 
ing on  public  Foads  are  as  follow:— 
"  Firing  on  a  public  road  will  not,  as  a 
rule,  be  permitted;  but  when  a  road  is 
unoccupied  by  the  pnbUc,  with  no 
horses  or  carriages  near,  a  single  shot 
may  be  fired  to  mark  t^e  position." 

India— Official  Secrets  Bill 
Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
dure,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  bidia  whether  he  has  received 
from  India  a  reply  to  tlxe  memorial 
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against  the  Official  Secrets  Bill  presented 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  12th  of 
November  last ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  objection  taken  to  the  Bill  by 
Indians  and  Anglo-Indians,  he  is  in  a 

rltion  to  state  that  its  provisions  will 
confined  to  the  case  of  Naval  and 
Military  seerets. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  foe 
INDIA  (Mr.  Bbodeick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  forwarded  to  the  Government  of 
India  the  memorial  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  bat  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  reply.  The  Bill  is  now  under 
eonsideratim  by  a  Select  Gcnnmittee, 
and  if  it  is  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Oooncil  will  be  reported  to  me  in  due 
course  with  all  the  debates  and  dis- 
cnssions.  I  can  meantime  give  no 
pledge  that  its  provisions  will  be 
otafined  to  Naval  and  Military  secrets. 

The  Uission  to  Thibet. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  make  a  statement  settii^ 
forth  tiie  objects  and  reasons  for  the 
present  expedition  to  Thibet ;  whether  he 
can  give  an  assurance  to  the  House  tiiat 
there  is  no  intention  of  annexii^  any 
portion  of  Thibetan  territory ;  whether  he 
will  state  the  strength  of  the  military 
force  employed,  and  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  expedition ;  whether  the  whole  of 
the  expense  will  be  borne  by  the  Im- 
perial Treasury ;  and  whethra  he  will  lay 
Papers  upon  die  Table  of  the  House. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  A  full  statement 
of  the  reasons  for  and  objects  of  the 
political  mission  to  Thibet  isoontained  in 
the  Blne-book  which  will  shortly  be  in 
the  hands  of  hon.  Members.  The  object 
of  the  mission  is  not  to  annex  any 
portion  of  Thibetan  territory,  bat  to 
prevent  a  lecnzrenoe  of  the  difficulties 
arising  from  the  attitude  of  the  TUbetan 
Government  in  respect  d  the  Convention 
of  1890.  The  force  employed,  as  I  stated 
in  my  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  yesterday,  is  some  3,000 
men.  A  preliminary  estimate  of  the 
ezpenditnie  for  four  months  from  the 
Ist  November  is  £108,400,  but  owing  to 
difficulties  of  tran^rt  this  will  probably 
be  exceeded.  The  charge  will  be  borne 
by  Indian  revenues. 


Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  Arising 
out  of  that,  may  I  ask  whether  it  is 
likely  that  the  Blue-book  will  be  issued 
before  the  debate  on  the  Amendment  to 
the  Address  dealing  with  the  mission. 

*Mb.  BRODRICK :  I  hope  the  Blue- 
book  will  be  ready  by  Monday  or  Tuesday. 
I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  expedite 
its  issue. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  expedition  sent 
from  India  to,  and  now  in,  Thibet^  what  is 
the  total  number  of  men  composing  it; 
has  the  Government  of  Thibet  given  pei' 
mission  for  the  expedition  to  enter  the 
country;  have  any  military  operations 
.  been  undertaken  by  this  expedition ;  why 
was  the  expedition  ordered  and  what  end 
is  it  intended  to  attain ;  and  will  Papws 
be  laid  showing  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  despatch  of  the  ezpedltaon. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  A  political  mis- 
sion has  been  sent  to  Thibet  with  an 
escort  to  provide  for  its  safety.  The 
escort  consists  of  400  men,  with  a  seven- 
pounder  gun  and  a  machine  gun,  and  a 
supporting  force  has  been  placed  at 
various  points  to  preserve  the  communi- 
cations of  the  mission.  The  total  of  the 
troops  employed  on  the  escort  and  on  the 
communications,  according  to  my  present 
information,  is  about  3,000  men.  The 
mission  has  been  sent  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  the  Thibetan  Government 
to  carry  out  its  obligations  under  the 
Treaty  of  1890,  and  the  neglect  of  the 
Thibetan  Government  to  meet  the  British 
representatives  as  arranged  by  the 
Chinese  Government,  who  are  the 
Suzerain  Power.  No  military  operations 
have  been  undertaken.  Papers  will 
shortly  be  laid  showing  the  circumstances 
which  have  made  the  despatch  of  a 
mission  necessary. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  That  is  no 
answer  to  my  Question  whether  the 
Thibetan  Government  have  given  per* 
mission  for  this  expedition  to  enter 
their  territory. 

•Mb.  BRODRICK  :  The  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment, who  entered  into  thega  nego* 
tiationa  in  the  first  [:i|ij|g(anip4.ji&fii^^ 
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for  a  meeting  of  the  repreBentatiTes  of 
theThibetan,  Chinese,  and  Indian  Govern* 
ments  in  Thibetan  tetnUxtj.  The 
Gtovemment  of  Thibet  have  hitherto 

failed  to  comply  with  the  arrangement 
made  by  the  Chinese  Government,  and 
therefore  they  have  not  given  permission 
to  the  mission  to  enter  their  territory. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) ;  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  exactly 
where  the  mission  now  is,  and  whether 
the  members  are  suffering  from  the 
inclement  weather  ? 

*Mr.  SFGAEBR  :  Order,  order !  Notice 
must  be  given  of  that  Question. 

Tibetan  Expedition. 

Mk.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  8.) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  iat  Foreign  Affairs  whether  com- 
munications passed  between  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Russian 
Government  regarding  the  expedition  to 
Thibet  before  it  was  despatched,  if  so, 
will  he  state  their  purport;  and  can 
he  lay  the  correspondence  upon  the 
Table. 

•TheiUNDER-SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Percy, 
Eennngton,  S.) :  The  answer  to  the 
first  Question  is  in  the  affirmative,  the 
Papers  are  included  in  the  correspon- 
dence which  will  shortly  be  laid. 

Chinese  Lahonr  in  the  Transvaal  Mines. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  when  he  will 
be  in  a  position  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  a  co^y  of  the  Labour  (Im- 
portation of  Asiatics)  Ordinance  (or  any 
Paper  relating  thereto)  recently  passed 
through  the  Transvaal  Legislative 
Council ;  and  whether  he  will  undertake 
that  the  Government  will  not  finally 
decide  the  question  of  the  allowance  or 
disallowance  of  the  Ordinance  until  after 
the  House  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  and  deciding  the  question  on 
its  merits.  May  I  point  out  that  the 
Government  have  already  promised  to 
give  an  opportunity  for  a  full  discussion 
of  this  question.  ,j 

MR.BRYCE(Aberdeen.S.):  Atthesame 
time  may  I_  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 


for  the  Colonies  whether,  before  arriving 
at  any  decision  upon  the  Ordinance  per 
mitting  the  importation  *A  Chinese  into 
South  Africa,  which  is  now  beingoonsidend 
by  the  Legislative  Council  at  Pretoria, 
he  will,  in  case  that  Ordinance  should  be 
passed  in  the  Council,  cause  the  text  of 
the  Ordinance  to  be  laid  before  this  House, 
and  arrange  that  this  House  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  fully  discuBsi^  it.  I  also 
wish  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  will  cause  to  be 
presented  to  Parliament  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Commission  which 
recently  sat  in  the  Transvaal  to  examine 
into  the  question  of  labour  for  the  mines. 
It  is  of  extreme  importance  that  we 
should  have  tiiis. 

The  SECRETARY  op  state  fob  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  Warwick 
and  Leamington) :    The  Papers  which 
were  published  yesterday  contain  a  draft 
of  the  Asiatic  Labour  Ordinance  as  intro- 
duced in  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Transvaal,  and  a  telegraphic  report  of 
the  Amendments  made  in  Conunittee. 
These  Papers  will  afford  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber the  means  of  examining  the  details 
of  the  proposed  legislation;  and  I  am 
taking  steps  to  obtain,  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  the  official  text  of  the 
Ordinance  as  actually  passed,  which  will 
be  published  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 
In  reply  to  the  second  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question.  I  have  announced, 
in  answer  to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  me, 
that  His    Majesty's  Government  will 
defer  giving  their  final  sanction  to  the 
Ordinance  for  the  introduction  of  Asiatic 
labour  into  the  Transvaal  until  Parlia- 
ment  has    had   an   opportunity  for 
full  discussion  of  the  subject.  This 
announcement,  which  was  made  with 
the  concurrence  and  approval  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  was  in  consequence  of. 
and  was  designed  to  meet,  a  request  of 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  the  effect 
that,  inasmuch  as  debate  was  sure  to 
take  place  on  this  subject  on  the  Address, 
this  legislation  should  not  be  an  accom- 
plished fact  before  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment.   In  order  to  carry  out  the  pledge 
which  was  thus  given,  I  have  instructed 
Lord  Milner  to  introduce  into  the  Ordi- 
nance a  clause  suspending  the  operation 
of  the  Ordinance  pending  further  instruc  - 
tions.   I  bavg,g|^^^BpinJ(j,^^ever, 
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tiiat,  as  is  evident  from  the  Blue-book,  the 
qnestion  is  one  of  great  urgency,  and  His 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  undertake 
to  postpone  their  decision  longer  than 
the  termination  of  the  debate  on  the 
Address.  A  Question  has  been  asked  me 
with  reference  to  the  publication  of  the 
evidence.  I  have  to  say  that  the 
evidence  is  now  in  the  printer's  hands 
and  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.  I  anticipate  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  place  advance  copies  of  the 
evidence  in  the  library  either  on 
Saturday  or  Monday  next. 

Ha.  JOHN  ELLIS^  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rnshcliffe) :  When  will  the  House  see  the 
actual  words  of  the  Ordinance  as  finally 
passed. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  I  cannot  definitely 
say  as  to  a  day.  Hon.  Members  have 
already  in  the  Blue-book  the  amended 
OidioAnce,  and  they  have  further  Amend- 
ments which  have  been  introduced  and 
which  will  be  placed  in  the  Blue-book. 
Hon.  Members  have,  therefore,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  the  full  Ordinance 
as  we  believe  it  has  passed ;  but  by 
Saturday  or  Monday  my  hon.  friend  will 
certainly  have  the  official  text  of  the 
document. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBBLL-BANNERMAN 
(Stilling  Burghs) :  I  thank  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  evident  desire  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  House  ;  but  those  who 
are  interested  in  this  subject  are  anxious, 
before  the  House  proceeds  to  discuss, 
oouaider,  and  pronounce  an  opinion  on 
this  matter,  that  they  shall  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  of  the  materials.  It  is 
quite  obvious  that  the  actual  evidence 
given  before  the  Commissioners  is  an 
essential  part  of  the  case.  I  think 
perhaps  the  most  convenient  way  will  be 
to  hang  the  matter  up  until  we  get  the 
«vidence  and  the  other  documents 
required.  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  also  see  that,  after  we  have 
these  materials  actually  placed  in  our 
hands,  hon.  Members  must  have  a  little 
time  to  master  and  understand  the 
fituation  before  them. 

H&.  LOUGH:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  (or  the  Colonies  whether, 
in  view  of  tbQ  promises  on  behalf  of 


the  Government  that  C!hinese  labour 
should  not  be  introduced  into  the 
Transvaal  against  the  wishes  of  the 
population,  he  can  see  his  way,  either  by 
means  of  the  referendum  or  smne  otiier 
plan,  to  obtain  the  opinicm  of  the  people 
befcre  giving  his  sanction  to  the  Ordi- 
nance which  tiie  Transvaal  Govonment 
have  approved. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  In  view  of  the 
vote  and  debate  in^  the  Legislative 
Council  and  of  the  other  evidence  con- 
tained in  the  Blue-book,  on  which  Lord 
Hilner's  advice  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  been  based,  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  of  opinion  that  the 
introduction  of  Asiatic  labour  is  in  con- 
formity with  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
the  Transvaal.  They  are  not  able  to 
agree  that  the  expedient  of  a  referendum 
should  be  adopted. 

The  Traiumwl  Loan. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERB  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  there  are  any  official 
documents  explaining  the  arrangement 
which  was  entered  into  between  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  and 
certain  capitalists  regarding  the  pledge  of 
the  latter  to  subscribe  £10,000,000  ster- 
ling of  the  issue  of  a  Transvaal  loan  of 
£30,000,000,  one  third  of  which  was  to 
be  issued  during  the  present  month ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  win  lay  them  upon  the 
Table. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  to  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  Blue-book  published 
yesterday. 

Native  Labour  in  the  Transvaal  Mines- 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  whether 
the  attentionof  the  Foreign  Office  has  been 
drawn  to  the  statement,  quoted  in  para- 
graph 66  of  the  Majority  Report  of  the 
Transvaal  Labour  Commission,  to  the 
effect  that  the  natives  of  the  British 
Central  Protectorate,  imported  into  the 
Transvaal  to  work  in  the  mines,  have 
proved  very  unsatisfactory  as  labourers, 
and  have  been  dying  of  pneumonia  at  a 
rate  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  28  per 
,  cent,  per  annum;  whether  this  mortality 
J -still  continues;     and   whether  jthe 
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Foreign  Secretary  will  prohibit  the  re- 
cruitment of  other  labourers  in  British 
Central  Africa,  and  will  arrange  for  t^e 
repatriation  of  the  survivors. 

*Earl  PERCY  :  We  are  aware  of  the 
statement  alluded  to.  The  Question 
has  formed  the  subject  of  personal 
investigation  by  Lord  Milner  since  his 
letum  to  South  Afnca.  His  rqwrt 
shows  that  of  the  deatihs  which  had 
occurred  up  to  December  Slst  amongst 
the  British  Central  African  natives  in  the 
mines,  a  large  proportion  was  due  to  an 
epidemic  of  influenza  which  broke  out 
at  the  time  of  their  arrival.  The  tenor 
of  his  report  and  of  others  previously 
received  is  not  such  as  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  wou^  justify  him 
in  alt<^ther  prohibiting  further  recruit- 
ing under  adequate  safeguards,  and  this 
opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
evidence  of  the  Protectorate  Officer  who 
accompanied  the  last  recruits.  Some  of 
the  earlier  emigrants  have  already 
returned  to  the  Protectorate.  The  rest 
will  return  at  the  expiration  of  their 
year's  contract. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  Will  papers  on  this  subject  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  imme- 
diately ? 

Earl  PERCY'S  answer  was  inaudible. 

Oonco  Ftee  State  Administration- 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  when  Mr.  Casement's 
Report  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Congo  Free  State  will  be  presented  to 
Parliament,  and  whether  the  correspon- 
dence between  His  Majesty's  (Jovemment 
and  the  Qovemnients  of  other  Powers 
relative  to  the  Congo  Free  State  will  be 
published  at  an  early  date. 

•Barl  PERCY :  Mr.  Casement's  Re- 
port on  the  Administration  of  the 
Congo  State  will  be  presented  to 
Parliament  at  an  early  date,  together 
with  certain  other  correspondence  on  the 
same  subject. 

Vaeedmiia. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 


Affairs  has  any  information  been  received 
by  the  Government  as  to  the  intention  of 
the  Governments  of  Servia  and  Bulgaria 
shortly  to  join  with  the  Macedonian 
insurgents  in  hostilities  against  Turkey, 
and  have  His  Majesty 's  Government  taken 
any  steps  to  secure  the  execution 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  (A 
Berlin'  by  the  maticm  of  aatonomooB 
provinces  in  the  Balkans  under  the 
suzerainty  of  the  Sultan,  or  in  any  other 
manner  to  secure  the  maintenance  of 
peace  in  European  Turkey. 

*Eabl  PERCY:  His  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment  have  received  no  information  <A 
the  nature  indicated  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  Question.  The  steps  taken 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  with  a 
view  of  securing  the  maintenance  of 
peace  in  European  Turkey  are  fully  de- 
scribed in  the  Papers  which  have  just 
been  presented  to  the  House.  They  have 
devoted  their  efforts  to  supporting  and 
strengthening  the  schemes  of  reform  ad- 
vanced by  the  Austro-Hungarian  and 
Russian  Governments,  and  ui^ing  that 
those  reforms  should  be  promptly  put 
into  execution. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Have  the 
Gtovemment  considered  the  propriety  of 
calling  a  conference  of  European  Powers 
on  the  subject  1 

*Eabl  PERCY:  I  must  ask  for  notice 
of  that  Question. 

The  Far  East— Bnssia  and  Hanchnxia. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire. 
W.R.,  Bamsley)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  make  any  state- 
ment to  the  House  in  regard  to  the  situa- 
tion in  the  Far  East ;  and  whether,  with 
the  view  of  averting  war  between  our 
Japanese  allies  and  Russia,  any  joint  or 
separate  representations  have  been  made 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  cd 
America  to  the  Russian  Government 
pressing  for  the  prompt  evacuation  of 
Manchuria,  in  accordance  with  their 
repeated  assurances. 

*Earl  PERCY  :  Having  regard  to  the 
present  state  of  the  negotiations  between 
Russia  and  Japan  it  would  obviously  be 
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improper  that  I  should  offer  any  obserTa- 
tiona  to  the  House  upon  this  aabjeot. 
Frequent  representations  have  been  made 
to  tile  Russian  Qovemment  hy  EUs 
HtUjesty's  Qovernment  with  regard  to  the 
delay  in  the  eTaonation  of  Hanohnria. 

STin-ehwanff  Ouatoms  Staft 

BtB.  JOSEPH  WALTON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  tJnder^eotetaiy  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  native 
customs  at  Niu-chwang,  which  under  the 
protocol  to  which  Russia  was  a  signa* 
tory  are  to  be  administered  by  the 
Blaritime  Gostoms,  have  been  removed 
by  Admiral  Alexieff  from  the  control  of 
Sir  Robert  Hart  by  the  dismissal  of  the 
Rnadan  in  charge  who  was  appointed  by 
Sir  Robert  Hart,  and  the  appointment 
instead  of  a  Russian  Gtovemment  official 
from  Dalny ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  His 
Majesty's  Government  are  tailing  with 
a  view  of  securing  the  due  obeervanoe  of 
the  pioviaiona  of  the  piotoool. 

*Eakl  PEROT:  We  have  heard  that 
the  Russians  have  removed  the  member 
of  the  Maritime  Customs  staff  from  the 
administration  of  the  native  customs  at 
Niu-chwang  and  replaced  him  by  a 
nominee  of  their  own.  Representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Rosaian  Govern- 
ment. 

Chinese  Labour  in  the  Ohincha  Islands. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  UndeT'Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  seeing  tiiat  an  agree- 
ment was  entei«d  into  some  years  ago 
between  the  Chinese  Government,  or 
certain  Chinese  agents  with  the  per- 
mission of  that  Government,  and  the 
Government  of  Peru,  or  certain  persons 
connected  with  the  guano  deposits  in 
the  C3iincha  Islands,  to  export  to  these 
islands  Chinese  indentured  labourers  to 
work  on  the  guano  d^oeits,  and  that 
this  trade  was  eventually  forbidden  by 
the  Chinese  Government  owing  to 
representations  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  all  documents  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  together 
with  any  Reports  of  His  Majesty's  re- 
pmtfitatiTes  in  Peru  in  regard  to  the 
fate  of  the  indentured  Chinese  labourers 
who  reached  the  Chincha  Islands. 


•Earl  PERCY ;  Full  particulais  of 
the  matter  referred  to  will  he  found  in  the 
"  Correspondence  upon  the  subject  of 
Emigration  from  (£ina"  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons  in  purBnanoe  of 
their  address  of  April  30th,  1866. 

EzUnction  of  Debt. 
BfB.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire.  B.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Bfr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  what  steps  he  prc^oses  to 
take  for  the  paying  off  of  debt  during 
the  current  year,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  £10,000.000  due  from  the  Transvaal 
under  guarantee  has  not  been  paid. 

Mk.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do 
not  propose  to  take  any  steps  which 
wUl  interfere  with  the  Sinlong  Fimd 
arrangements  made  last  session. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  no  attempt  will  be  made  by 
the  Government  to  make  a  special  effort 
to  reduce  the  Debt  during  the  current 
year  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  to  understand  that  the 
arrangMnents  made  by  my  predecessors 
last  year  and  the  year  before  are  to 
remain  in  force.  I  must  decline  to 
make  any  further  statement  on  the  sub- 
ject until  the  time  comes  for  dealing 
with  the  Budget  for  the  coming  year. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  Did  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  predecessors  state  ^t 
the  particular  way  in  which  they  intended 
to  reduce  the  war  debt  was  by  the 
employment  of  this  sum  of  £10,000.000 
from  Uie  Transvaal  ? 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No, 
Sir ;  that  is  not  an  accurate  recollection 
of  the  statements  of  my  predecessors. 
Iliey  did  intend  to  employ  the  money 
which  they  expected  to  recovra  in  this 
way  in  further  reduction  of  the  Debt; 
but  they  restored  the  Sinking  Fund  and 
increased  it  quite  apart  from  this  contri- 
bution from  the  Transvaal. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  his  prede- 
cessor did  not  inform  the  House  that 
this  £10,000,000  would  be  repaid  within 
the  finuicial  year  ? 
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Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
have  not  the  words  of  my  predecessor 
before  me.  Bat  be  did  anticipate  that 
the  loan  would  be  raised  in  the  early 
part  of  this  year.  This  ia  no  Icmger 
e.  ■ 

Income  Tax. 
*Mb.  M'CBAE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  is  aware  that 
noticoB  for  recovery  of  income  tax 
within  ten  days  have  been  issued  in 
Scotland;  whether  this  is  in  accordance 
with  recent  Treasury  instructions;  and 
whether  similar  notices  have  been  issued 
in  England. 

BfB.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
issue  of  the  notioes  in  question  com- 
menced, both  in  Scotland  and  England, 
on  22nd  January,  this  date  being  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  to  which 
the  haa.  Member  refers. 

♦Mr.  M'CRAE  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  whether  ten  day 
notices  have  been  sent  out  in  England  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
have  said  they  commenced  sending  them 
out  at  the  same  date  in  both  countries. 
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British  Trade  Statistics. 
Mb.  henry  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
shire, E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  steps  he  pro- 
poses to  take  to  supplement  and  complete 
the  Memoranda  on  British  Trade  [Cd. 
1761],  which  are  stated  in  the  prefatory 
note  to  be  incomplete,  fragmentary, 
and  hastily  prepared. 

*The  PRESIDENT  ov  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  Qerald  Balfoub,  Leeds, 
Central):  Inquiries  are  continually  in 
progress  by  the  Commercial,  Labour,  and 
Statistical  Departments  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  with  a  view  to  supplement  and 
complete  the  information  contained  in 
the  Blue-book  referred  to.  llie  question 
of  publication  of  some  of  the  material 
thus  collected  in  a  suitable  form  will  be 
considered  at  a  later  stage. 

Mb.  HENRY  HOBHOUSE  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  about  when  the 
information  will  be  published  ? 


*Hr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  un  not 

prepared  to  say. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  vhetiier 

His  Majopty's  Government  will  Uy  upon 
the  Table  the  questions  and  inquiries 
addressed  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in 
response  to  which  the  Memoranda,  Statis- 
tical Tables,  and  Charts  [Cd.  1761] 
1903,  were  prepared  with  reference  to 
various  matters  bearing  on  British  and 
foreign  trade  and  industrial  conditions. 

•Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir. 
These  questions  and  inquiries  were  con- 
fidential, and  I  am  not  prepared  to  lay 
them  on  the  Table. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act— Pearson's 
Christmas  Extra- 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  awaie  that  a  publica- 
tion called  Pearson's  Christmas  Extra, 
issued  at  the  close  of  last  year,  was 
partially  printed  in  Holland,  and  that 
no  intimation  of  this  fact  was  printed 
thereon  as  required  by  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to 
take  any  action  against  the  publishers,  as 
provided  for  under  such  circumstances 
by  the  said  Act. 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  atten- 
tion of  the   Board  of  Trade  has  been 

informally  drawn  to  this  case,  and  the 
informant  has  been  told  that  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  such 
matters  is  governed  by  the  regulations 
made  under  Section  2  of  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  1891.  Any  complaint  made 
to  the  Board  in  accordance  with  these 
regulations  will,  of  course,  receive  their 
careful  consideration. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  If  I  call  atten- 
tion to  it  in  my  individual  capacity  as  a 
humble  taxpayer  ■ 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  It  must  be 
done  in  the  proper  form. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  Will  the  Board 
of  Trade  prosecute  1 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  It  is  im- 
possible to  answer  that  until  the  applica- 
tion is  considered. 
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He.  LABOUCHERE  :  How  can  I  lay 
it  before  the  Board  of  Trade  ? 

*Hr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  shall  be 
happy  to  fornrard  a  copy  of  die  r^ula- 
ttoiu  to  the  hon.  (Gentleman. 

Histcffieal  Manucripts  Oommisslon* 
Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  tite 
Treasury  ii  he  will  state  what  steps  are 
being  taken  by  the  Historical  Manu- 
flcripta  Commission  with  a  view  to  the 
pablicatioQ  of  the  manascripts  of  the 
Irish  Franciscans.   *  '.ts  i  if  t.-,     \  / 

Thb  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THB  TREASURY  (Blr.  Victob 
Cavbhdish,  Derbyshire,  W.) :  Iregretto 
leacn  fnnn  the  Historical  Manuscripts 
OommiBsioners  that  the  gentleman 
engaged  by  them  to  transcribe  the 
manuscripts  has,  owing  to  ill-health  and 
other  [causes,  not  made  very  rapid 
progress.  He  has  now  been  relieved  of 
his  duties ;  and  a  new  Inspector  will 
proceed  to  Dublin  next  week  to  press 
tiie  work  to  completion. 

Island  of  Levis. 

Hr.  weir  <Bosb  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land if  he  will  state  when  he  proposes 
to  deal  with  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  Report  on  the  Social 
Condition  of  the  I^and  of  Lewis. 

•The  SECRETARY  fop.  SCOTLAND 
iMx.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) : 
The  Report  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  contains  many  recommenda- 
tions of  value,  to  which  I  am  giving 
careful  consideration.  I  have  consulted 
the  several  Boards  through  whom  action 
most  be  taken,  and  I  am  in  correspond- 
«iice  with  the  convener  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  should  like  to  add  that  many 
of  the  more  important  recommendations 
cannot  be  accepted  unless  the  Bill  which 
I  am  about  to  introduce  to  amend  the 
Congested  Districts  Act  of  1897  should 
receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 

Scottish  Board  of  Mannftctarea. 

Sir  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL  (Glas- 
gow^ ^  College)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
oecretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  will 


state  what  action  he  pn^ses  to  tAke 
during  the  present  session  on  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Board  of 
Manufactures. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  inform  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  Treasury  are  able  to 
give  immediate  effect  to  part  of  the  re- 
commendations in  the  Report,  as  will  be 
seen  in  the  Estimates.  There  are,  how- 
ever, questions  of  great  complexity  and 
magnitude  raised  by  the  Report  to  which 
I  am  giving  my  careful  consideration, 
but  on  which  it  would  be  obviously  pre- 
mature to  attempt  to  give  any  statement 
as  to  the  course  of  action  to  be  followed. 

Sir  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL :  Has 
my  right  hon.  friend  anything  to  say 
with  regard  to  the  constitution  ai  the  ' 
Board  itself  ? 

*Mb.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  No,  Sir, 
and  I  think  that  is  obviously  a  Question 
which  I  ought  not  to  be  asked  to 
answer  at  present. 

Irish  LabonretB  Acts— Hullingar  Eural 
District  OovndL 

Mr.  HAYDEN  {Roscommon,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Mullingar  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council  have  passed  a  resolution 
protesting  against  the  award  of  the 
arbitrator  appointed  under  the  Labourers 
Acts  in  the  Mullingar  rural  district;  and 
that  the  amounts  allowed  Inndlords  for 
their  interest  in  the  plots  of  land  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  under  the  scheme  now 
m  conrse  of  promotion,  are  greatly  in 
excess  of  those  hitherto  allowed ;  and, 
if  ao,  whether  he  can  state  the  reason  for 
the  increase;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
the  arbitrator  is  a  professional  land 
agent,  he  will  say  whether  it  is  usual  to 
appoint  land  agents  to  such  a  position 
involving  the  fixing  of  the  amount  to 
be  paid  for  the  interest  of  a  landlord  in 
land;  and  whether  he  will  state  tbe 
average  number  of  years  purduue 
awar^d  in  the  last  award  in  this  rural 
district  and  similar  averages  in  the  pre- 
vious awards  in  the  same  district,  also 
the  number  of  arbitrations  of  this  class 
in  which  this  gentleman  had  been  pre- 
viously engaged. 
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The  chief  SECKETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham.  Dover)  : 
The  arbitrator  who  made  the  award  of 
which  the  District  Council  complains  is 
the  Official  Land  Commission  Valuer  for 
County  Leitrim.  The  Local  Government 
Board  has  every  confidence  in  his  im- 
partiality. The  Board  does  not  consider 
that  the  holding  of  a  land  agency  should 
of  itself  disqualify  a  person  from  appoint- 
ment as  arbitrator  when  the  Board  is 
otherwise  satisfied  as  to  his  qnalifioations 
and  impartiality.  In  the  present  award 
the  compensation  aver^ies  £23  an  acre. 
■  In  the  previous  award  it  represented  £20 
an  acre.  The  present  arbitrator  was 
employed  in  one  previous  case  in  Long- 
ford, when  no  complaint  was  made. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
.  Gentleman  say  the  number  of  years 
purchase. 

Mb.  WTKDHAM  :  I  have  not  that. 

Irish  Landownen'  Oonventiai  and  the 

Land  Pntchase  Act. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  B.) :  I  W 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lon^ 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  directed  to  a  statement 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Cork  branch  of  the 
Irish  Landowners'  Convention,  held  in 
Cork  on  Saturday  last,  by  the  chairman, 
to  the  efiect  that  the  provisions  of  The 
Land  Purchase  (Irekmd)  Act,  1903,  did 
not  permit  trustees  to  invest  in  4  per 
cent,  securities;  and,  if  so,  wheth^  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  intro- 
ducing, if  necessary,  legislation  to  make 
clear  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating 
to  the  investment  of  trust  funds. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  51  of  the  Act  of  1903, 
trustees  are  empowered  to  invest  in  a  large 
number  of  securities  yielding  4  per  cent, 
at  par.  Many  of  these  are  at  a  premium, 
and  consequently  do  not  yield  that  rate 
of  interest,  but  there  are  a  number  which 
can  be  purchased  to  pay  4  per  cent. 

Captain  DONELAN :  May  I  ask  if  I 
am  to  understand  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  mean  that  the  statement  in  the 
Question  is  inaccurate? 

*BIb.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  Sir,  that 
would  be  so. 


Captain  DONELAN :  Then  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the  desiis'^ 
bility  of  fumiahing  the  Irish  Landowners* 
Convention  with  a  eapy  of  the  Act,  to> 
enable  them  to  study  it  f 

[No  answer  was  retamed.] 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if 
he  will  state  the  number  of  Pro- 
testants who  have  been  appointed  to- 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  foe  the 
county  of  Wioklow  since  the  1st  July* 
1895,  and  tbe  number  of  Roman  Catiiolice- 
vho  have  been  appointed  magisteates  far 
the  same  county  and  during  the  same 
period;  and,  also,  the  total  number  of  Pro- 
testants and  Roman  Catholics  who  at  the 
present  time  hold  tiie  Commission  of  ih» 
Peace  for  the  said  county  of  Wioklow. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  numbers  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  paragraph  are  36  and 
3 ;  and  in  the  second  paragraph  106  and 
22. 

Mr.  jambs  O'CONNOR :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  tbat  an 
equal  division  1 

[No  answer  was  letumed.] 

Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  J  .P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tike 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how  nuny 
applications  from  evicted  tenants  tttr 
restraation  to  tiieii  holdings  have  beea 
received  onder  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of 
1903  by  the  Estate  Commissioners  ;  and 
whether  the  Commissioners,  with  a  view 
to  restore  these  tenants  to  their  own  or 
equivalent  holdings,  have  yet  made  any 
overtures  or  inquiries  as  to  the  purchsae 
d  untenanted  lands  in  county  Lcn^ord. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Fifty-one  snob 
applications  have  been  received  from  the 
county  Longford.  No  untenanted  lands 
in  the  county  have  yet  been  ofiered  for 
sale  to  the  Gmnmissionera. 

Oranaid  Union— Workhouse  Master- 
BIb.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
C^iief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been. 
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called  to  Hke  temoval  for  neglect  of  duty 
of  lb.  Leamy  from  the  office  of  mastw 
of  Granard  Union  Workhouse,  to  whidh 
poflition  he  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Local  OoTemment  Boatd  a^inat  l^e 
wiflhea  of  the  local  guaidians,  who 
faTonied  and  leqaested  the  old  master, 
lb.  0*Beime,  to  be  retained  in  the 
office ;  and  whether  he  will,  in  order  to 
restore  peace  in  Qranard  Union,  now 
direct  the  reiropointment  of  Mr. 
0*Beime  to  the  office  from  whudi  he  was 
remoTed. 

*  Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  Mr.  Leamy  has 
been  required  to  resign  on  account  of  his 
failure  to  report  a  serious  breach  of 
discipline  in  Woi^ouse.  The  former 
masta  is  not  eligible  for  re-election. 
The  guardians  propose  to  give  him  a 
superannuation  allowance  on  the  ground 
that  he  is  permanently  incapacitated  by 
ill-health  from  the  discharge  <d  the 
duties  of  master. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question, 

♦Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  understood 
that  this  very  regrettable  dispute  was 
approaching  a  satidactory  termmation. 

Coolegreaney  Estate. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  give  the 
House  any  information  regarding  the 
settlement  of  the  Coolegreaney  Estate  in 
county  Wexford. 

*Mb.  WYNDHAM:  Negotiations  ioi 
the  sale  of  this  estate  have  not  yet  been 
ckwed ;  they  will,  it  is  expected,  be  very 
shortly  completed.  When  this  desirable 
end  is  reached  the  Estates  Commissioners 
will  be  in  a  position  to  restore  immedi- 
ately some  twenty  evicted  tenants  to 
their  former  holdings.  For  others  of  this 
class  land  will  be  sought  elsewhere. 
The  landlord  himself  restored  twenty- 
five  evicted  tenants  b^re  negotiating 
with  the  Commissioners. 

Forestry  in  Ireland. 

Sib  THOBIAS  B9M0NDE :  I  beg  to 
adc  l^e  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieatenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Government 
propose  to  take  any  steps  towards  the 
development  of  forestry  in  Ireland. 


BIr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  had  under  con- 
sideration for  some  time  the  question  of 
assisting  the  development  of  forestry  in 
Ireland.  Investigations  are  still  in  pro- 
gress, and  the  Department  is  not  at 
present  in  a  position  to  say  definitely 
what  measures  it  may  recommend  ahonld 
be  adopted, 

*Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a  large 
number  of  county  councils  in  Ireland  are 
most  anxious   to  co-operate  in  this 

direction  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  it. 

The  Wreck  of  the  "  Albert" 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  com- 
municate with  the  proper  authorities 

with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  the  wreck 
of  the  "Albert,"  off  Curracloe,  county 
Wexford,  which  is  an  impediment  to  t^e 
fishing  industry  in  the  locality. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  My  attention  has 
not,previously  been  drawn  to  this  matter. 
I  am  making  inquiry  and  will  com- 
municate the  result  to  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Seed  Futatoee  for  Small  Occivlws  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  :    I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Gastlerea  Rural  District  Council  pointing 
out  the  necessity  of  supplying  seed 
potatoes  to  the  occupiers  of  small  a^i- 
cultural  holdings  in  the  district,  owing 
to  the  almost  total  failure  of  the  crop 
in  the  last  season,  l^e  bad  quality  M  the 
available  seed,  and  the  advisability  of 
a  change  of  seed ;  and  whether  he  is  in 
a  position  to  make  any  statement  as  to 
the  intention  of  l^e  Irish  Government 
on  this  subject. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  resolutions 
have  been  received.  In  respect  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Question  I  would 
refer  to  my  f  i^ply  ^  the  nmilar  Question 
addressed  to  me  yesterday  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Ro6comm<m. 

t  See  page  192. 
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Droghed*  Diitnxbanoes. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Beliaet.  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  an  attack  made  upon 
the  private  residence  of  a  Mr.  Pearson, 
Palace  Street,  Drc^heda,  on  the  22ad 
and  24th  of  Jannuj  last,  and  to  the 
fact  that  stones  were  thrown  at  the 
house  and  doors  smashed;  and,  if  so,  if 
he  can  say  what  action  has  been  taken 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  attack  was 
made  on  this  gentleman's  house  on  the 
dates  mentioned.  But  on  the  14th 
January  some  stones  are  alleged  to  have 
been  tlurown  at  the  house.  The  police 
are  pursuii^  their  investigaticms  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  Is  Mr.  Pearson  under 
police  protection  ? 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  that. 

Labonrers'  Cottases  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
will  grant  the  Return  standing  on  to- 
day's Notice  Paper  relating  to  labourers' 
cottages  m  Ireland. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  communi- 
cated with  the  hon.  Member  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  Return. 

The  Return  is  as  follows : — 

Return  diowing  the  number  of  Cottages 
applied  for  in  every  Poor  Law  Union  in 
Ireland  under  the  latest  completed  scheme 
in  connection  with  the  Labourers  (Ireland) 
Acts,  tc^ether  with  the  number  of  appli- 
■oations  for  extra  half  acres  to  cotti^es 
already  built  under  the  Acts  under  said 
wtheme ;  how  many  of  these  applications 
for  cottages  and  extra  half  acres  were 
sanctioned;  the  amount  of  expenses 
connected  with  such  scheme ;  and  in 
what  way  applied. 

Irish  Town  Tenants. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
liOTd-Lieatenaht  of  Ireland  whether  tiie 


Qovemment  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  introducing  a  Bill  to  safeguard  the  town 
tenants  of  Ireland  in  their  holdings  at 
reasonable  rents,  and  to  prevent  the  loaa 
of  their  improvements  under  the  termin- 
able leasehold  system. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Government  can- 
not hold  out  any  hope  of  introducing 
legislation  in  the  direction  suggested  in 
the  Question. 

Longford  Post  Office. 
Mit.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  any 
steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  fulfil 
the  promise  of  his  predecessor  to  supply 
horse  haulage  for  mails  and  paroeU 
between  Longford  Post  OflBce  and  the 
railway  station ;  and,  if  not,  can  he  state 
the  reason  why  the  promise  of  his  pre- 
decessor has  not  been  given  effect  to. 

The  postmaster-general  (Lord 
Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) : 
As  stated  to  the  hon.  Member  in  a  letter 
from  the  Post  Office  dated  the  8th 
October  last,  I  have  sanctioned  the 
employment  of  a  horse  and  cart  on  the 
service  in  question.  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  difficulty  has  since  arisen  in 
the  matter,  but  I  am  making  inquiry 
and  will  communicate  the  resnlt  to  the 
hon.  Member. 

Oorry  Postal  Arrangements. 

Mr.  HAYDBN:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Corry.  in  the  county  of 
Westmeath,  have  memorialised  the  postal 
authorities  requesting  the  establishment 
of  a  post  office  in  that  place ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
absence  of  such  an  office  and  of  the  fact 
that  letters  reaching  the  nearest  office 
for  the  district  on  Saturdays  are  detained 
till  Monday  morning,  he  will  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  inhabitants  by  complying 
with  their  request. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  I  have  not  as  yet 
received  any  memorial  asking  for  the 
establishment  of  a  post  office  at  Corry. 
but  the  question  shall  be  considered  and 
an  answer  sent  to  the  hon.  Member. 

West  Limerick  Hail  Service. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  hejCan  state 
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what  is  the  reason  for  the  dislooation  of 
the  mail  service  in  West  Limerick,  seeing 
that,  owing  to  the  mail  cart  system,  the 
mails  have  been  frequently  Ute  in  parts  of 
the  district  to  the  inconvenience  of  the 
public. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  regret  that  there 
has  recently  been  irregularity  in  the 
mail  service  in  West  Limerick.  Part  of 
the  delay  has  occurred  on  the  railway 
to  Limoick,  and  representations  on  the 
subject  have  been  addressed  to  the 
company ;  but  the  principal  cause  of  the 
irregularity  has  been  loss  of  time  by  the' 
mail  cart  contractor.  I  have  accord- 
ingly found  it  necessary  to  terminate 
his  contract,  and  I  hope  that  a  better 
service  will  be  afforded  in  future. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question, 

LuBD  STANLEY  said  a  motor-car  ser- 
vice had  been  tried,  but  had  not  proved  a 
BnccesB. 

Irish  Post  Ofllce  Audit. 
BIb.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-Geaeral  whether  he  intends,  with 
a  view  to  promoting  economy  and  efl&ci- 
ency,  to  arrange  that  in  future  the  audit, 
clerical,  and  printing  work  arising  out  of 
postal  business  in  Ireland  shall  be  done 
in  that  country. 

Lobd  STANLEY :  The  work  of  audit- 
ing the  accounts  'of  Irish  post  offices,  so 
far  as  the  audit  is  conducted  by  the  post 
office,  is  done  in  Ireland,  except  as  re- 
gards certain  branches  of  business  where 
centralisation  is  expedient.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  audit  conducted  by  the 
Auditor-General  are  entirely  under  bis 
control.  Clerical  and  printing  work 
arising  out  of  postal  business  in  Ireland 
is  done  in  that  country  so  far  as  is  con- 
sistent with  economy  and  efficiency. 

Irish  Hannfacturers  and  Army  Tenders. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  will  con- 
siderthe  advisability  of  arrangingthatthe 
receiving  depdt  already  established  in 
Dublin  shall  in  future  be  utilised  for  the 
reception  of  tenders  and  samples  of  Irish 
manufacturers  desirous  to  tender  for 
Army  supplies ;  whether  he  will  arrange 
that  civilian  tradesmen  will  be  more 
largely  empbyed  in  the  construction 


and  repairs  of  all  work  in  connection 
with  cavalry  outfits. 

The  FINANOIAL  SBORBTARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bromley 
Davenpoht,  Cheshire,  Macclesfield) :  The 
general  questions  involvedhave  been  the 
subject  of  considerable  discussion  in  the 
past.  It  is  believed  that  the  expense 
and  other  disadvantages  of  the  system 
proposed  would  outweigh  any  advan- 
tages it  might  present.  The  matter, 
however,  shidl  receive  further  consider- 
ation. 

Contracts  for  Imaal  HUitary  damp. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  if  he  can  state  whether  all  or  any 
of  the  contracts  for  provisions  and  forage 
supplied  to  the  cump  at  Imaal,  county 
Wicklow,  are  in  the  hands  of  local 
leaders;  and  whether  any  of  the  con- 
tracts are  in  the  hands  of  firms  situated 
outside  Ireland ;  and,  if  so,  what  pro- 
visions or  fOTage  are  supplied  by  such. 
firm«. 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  :  The 
camp  at  Glen  Imaal  exists  during  the 
summer  only.  At  the  last  camp  the 
contracts  for  provisions  and  fwage  were 
held  by  Irish  firms,  and  none  were  held 
by  firms  situated  outside  Ireland.  As-- 
regards  local  traders,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  Glen  Imaal  is  in  the  depths  of 
the  Wicklow  Mountains,  and  that  there 
are  no  local  traders  capable  of  carrying, 
out  large  contracts. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  :  Are  there 
no  traders  in  Dublin  capable  of  carrying 
out  such  large  contracts  ? 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  :  The 
policy  of  the  Department  is  to  give  the 
contracts  to  local  traders. 

Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  Then  why 
are  they  sent  out  of  Ireland  ? 

Fiscal  Debate. 
Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  (Bristol, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  His  Blajesty^s  Government  will 
afiord  facilities  for  an  adequate  discussion 
of  the  fiscal  question  on  a  ^^^^^f^ 
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Motion,  if,  in  the  absence  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Amendments  to 
the  Address  on  that  subject  are  with- 
drawn. I  may  say  in  explanation  that 
from  what  I  hear  I  faar  it  is  not  at  all 

frobable  that  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
rime  Minister  will  be  in  his  place  on 
Monday,  for  which  day  notice  has  been 
given  of  an  Amendment  to  the  Address 
by  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Montrose.  I  think  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  House  will  generally 
feel  that  a  discussion  on  that  subject 
would  be  quite  unsatisfactory.  [Opposi- 
tion cries  of  "  No."] 

*The  secretary  op  state  pgr  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akebs 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  The 
request  of  my  right  hon.  friend  is  some- 
what of  w  unusual  character,  but  I 
frankly  recognise  that  the  absence  of  the 
Prime  Minister  creates  a  situation  of 
temporary  embarrassment  in  connection 
with  the  particular  debate  in  which  the 
House  is  anxious  to  take  part.  On  the 
whole  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the 
suggestion  of  my  right  hon.  friend  is  a 
reasonable  cme — [Opposition  cries  of 
"No."] — and  thereAne  if  it  meets  with  the 
general  agreement  of  the  House  to 
transfer  the  debate  on  the  fiscal  question 
from  the  Address  to  some  subsequent  date, 
I  will  endeavour  to  find  time  for  such 
discussion  when,  as  we  all  hope,  the 
Prime  Minister  will  be  able  to  be  in  his 
^laoe.  At  the  same  time,  if  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  insist,  as  they  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  insUt,  upon  their 
ititle  to  discuss  this  matter  upon  the 
Address,  then  I  must  be  released  from  my 
■offer  to  give  special  facilities  for  a  debate 
upon  the-same  subject. 

Sia  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  will  be  in  order,  but  I 
idbonld  like  to  ask  the  tight  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Member  for  Montrose  whether, 

in  the  circumstances,  he  will  accept  the 
.offer  and  withdraw  his  Amendment  ? 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich)  : 
May  I  ask  the  Home  Secretary  whether,  if 
the  course  saraested  were  taken,  it  would 
be  understooothatno  Amendment  would 
be  made  to  the  Resolution  expressing 
disagreement  with  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  but  tbat  a 


fair  issue  should  be  allowed  without  any 
interference  from  the  Grovernment  one 
way  or  another  so  that  the  House  might 
pronounce  its  opinion  freely,  without 
pressure  ? 

*Me.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  Of  course  I 
cannot  bind  the  House  in  any  question 
of  this  sort.  It  is  entirely  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  any  Member  to  move  any 
sabstantive  Motion  or  Amendment 
thereto. 

MB.JOHNMORLET(MontroeeBurg^): 
In  answer  to  the  appeal  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  I  am,  of  course,  aware  of  the 
considerations  which  were  probably 
present  to  his  mind,  but  looking  at  all 
the  circumstances,  of  last  year  for 
example,  and  the  difficulties  that  seemed 
then  to  be  interposed — I  do  not  now 
examine  how  they  arose —  considering 
the  great  eagerness  and  expectancy  in 
every  quarter  of  this  House,  and  cer- 
tainly in  the  mind  of  the  country,  and 
considering  further  that,  though  the 
Prime  Minister  may  be  absent  on  Mon- 
day or  Tuesday  next,  still  there  are 
present  on  the  Front  Bench  opponte  six 
or  eight  members  of  the  Cabinet,  who 
must  be  taken  to  possess  a  thorough 
grasp  of  all  the  arguments  at  the  back 
of  what  is  called  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government,  I  regret  very  much  to 
i  disappoint  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  but  I 
think  I  should  be  disappointing  a  much 
larger  number  of  Gentlemen  in  Uke  House, 
and  certainly  a  Uoger  body  outade,  if  I 
were  to  comply  with  his  request.  There- 
fore, on  whatever  may  be  the  most  con- 
venient day,  I  shall  be  bound  to  move 
my  Motion. 

ChiTOiunatt  Tariff  PoUc7< 

BIr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  when  do 
His  ICajesty's  Government  propose  to 
make  a  statement  of  their  intentions  with 
regard  to  their  tariff  policy ;  and  do  His 
Majesty's  Government  intend  to  exclude 
taxation  on  food  from  their  programme. 

*Mr.  AKKRS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  said  :  Any  statement 
on  the  subject  of  the  (Government  policy 
had  better  be  deferred,  I  thmk,  .until  the 
return  of_the  Pm^SfihlstWPS^ 


361     King^s  Speech  (Motion     f  4  February  1904}      for  an  Address.  363 


Mft.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Will  the 
right  htm.  Gentleman  state  that  he  is 
neither  empowwed  on  behalf  oi  the 
ftime  HinifltOT  to  make  a  statement  nor 
ie  he  himself  awaie  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  1 

♦Mr.  AKER8  DOUGLAS  :  I  am  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment>  but,  as  I  have  said,  I  think  it  would 
he  more  satisfactory  to  have  a  statement 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister. 


KINO'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADOKESS). 

[Thikd  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resmning  adjoomed 
debate  on  Question  (2iid  Febmary). 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  as  foUoweth  : — 

"  Most  OraeiottS  Soveretffn^ 

"We,  Tour  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  at  tiie  United 
Ein^om  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer 
our  humble  thanks  to  Tour  Majesty  for 
the  Gracious  Speech  which  Tour  Majesty 
has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment."—(Jfr.  Bardjf.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HUGH  LAW  (Donesal,  W.)  con- 
tinned  the  speech  interrupted  at  midnight 
yesterday.  He  said  that  in  the  course  of 
a  journey  he  made  in  that  part  of  Europe 
he  found  that  not  only  had  a  great  num- 
ber of  villages  been  burnt  down,  but  the 

rolation  of  others  had  been  forced  to 
over  the  Bulgarian  fr<mtier.  He 
eonld  not  understand  the  reaam  of  their 
exohisi<ni  from  the  Austzo  -  Rosdan 
scheme  of  reform.  Was  it  due  to  their 
proximity  to  Constantinople,  or  to  the 
fact  that  no  insurrection  had  broken 
out  in  that  part  1  It  was  a  matter  of 
great  r^et  that  up  to  the  present  not 
a  single  word  seemed  to  have  been  said 
as  to  the  propriety  of  including  the 
Adrianople  vilayet  in  any  further  pro 
posals  for  reform  in  European  Turkey. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  want  of  machinery 
for  putting  the  reform  s:heme  into  opera- 
tion. He  did  not  wish  to  labour  the  dis- 
cussion on  that  point,  but  events  had 
already  shown  that  so  long  as  there  was 
.t  Turkish  governor,  whether  Christian 


or  Mohammedan,  at  one  end  of  the  tele- 
graph wire  and  tiie  Sultan  at  the  olW, 
BO  long  would  there  be  deUy  and  obstruc- 
tion, and  so  long  would  the  refcmns  be 
unable  to  penetrate  down  to  the  people 
to  whom  they  ought  to  apply.  He  be- 
Ueved  tha'  the  Government  reahaed, 
but  he  was  anxious  that  the  House  should 
realise,  how  serious  and  urgent  the  ques- 
tion was.  In  eight  or  nine  weeks  from 
now  tiiey  might  expect  something  to 
happen.  He  believed  that — things  had 
so  long  drifted — unless  some  very 
active  steps  were  taken  it  would  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  prevent  a  fresh 
insurrection.  There  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  leaders  were  ready  for  a 
fresh  insurrection.  His  own  opinion — 
possibly  it  did  not  coincide  with  that  of 
the  noble  Lord  opposite — was  that  they 
had  to  face  the  fact  that  in  a  few  weeks 
time  that  part  of  the  Peninsula  would 
again  be  ablaze.  The  losses  of  the 
insurgents  had  been  insignificant,  inas- 
much as  the  Turkish  Troops  had  followed 
the  dangerous  policy  of  chasing  the  bandits 
into  the  mountains  and  of  burning  and 
exterminating  their  villages.  He  was 
informed  on  very  good  authority  tiiat 
their  losses  would  not  be  more  than 
5  per  cent.  These  losses  would  be  much 
more  than  made  up  by  recruits  from  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  refugees — the  men 
who  had  lost  everything  close  to  the 
Bulgarian  frontier,  and  who  were  only 
too  ready  to  start  upon  a  course  which 
promised  the  recovery  of  their  property. 

Apart  from  the  danger  of  an  insurrec- 
tion, there  was  the  still  greater  danger 
of  a  Turco-Bulgarian  war.  His  own  be* 
lief  was  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
avert  a  Tnrco-Bulgarian  war.  It  was 
very  easy  to  blame  the  Bulgarians  for 
what  was  called  their  provocative  at- 
titude, but  he  very  much  questioned 
whether  any  other  nation  in  the  world 
would  have  stood  quiet  so  long.  For 
many  years  past,  owing  to  the  uncer- 
tain^ of  life  and  property  in  European 
Turkey,  a  crowd  of  people  liad  emigrated 
every  year  from  Macedonia  into  Bu^ria. 
At  the  present  moment  they  were  sup- 
ported by  Government  contributions  and 
private  subscriptions,  the  refugees  were 
estimated  by  The  Times  correspondent  at 
PhilippopoUs  as  early  as  September  at 
30,000.  The  Bulgarians  desired  to  avoid 
war,  because  they  kt^J^^y^^gf^ 
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deal  to  lose,  but  he  did  not  believe  that 
if  there  were  fresh  massacres  it  would  be 
possible  for  the  GoTenunent  of  that 
country  to  avoid  war.  What  was  the 
Britidi  Government  going  to  to  ?  A  re- 
port from  one  of  onr  Vice-Consuls  stated 
that  the  Turks  were  ready  for  massacre, 
and  thatitwas  commonly  reported  in  every 
Turkish  barracks  that,  in  the  event  of  an 
insurrection  and  a  Turco-Bulgarian  war, 
they  would  bum  and  destroy  every  village 
on  their  march  so  as  to  leave  no  enemies 
behind  them.  The  House  was  entitled 
to  ask,  in  view  of  these  facts,  what  His 
Majesty^s  Govenunent  proposed  to  do 
to  prevent  those  horrors  which  otiier- 
wise  must  certainly  ensue.  His  firm 
conviction  was  that  nothing  would  really 
be  elective  short  of  occupation  by  all 
the  Powers,  such  as  was  successful  in 
Crete.  A  mere  interchange  of  papers 
between  the  different  Embassies,  with 
their  gendarmerie  scheme^  however  well 
intentioned,  and  with  the  appointment  of 
assessors,  however  able,  could  not  possibly 
prevent  an  insurrection  or  attain  the  end 
which  Lord  Lansdowne  laid  down  as 
the  end  to  be  sought,  namely,  that  the 
people  themselves  should  no  longer  join 
or  sympathise  with  the  operations  of 
insurgent  bands.  He  believed  that  no 
reform  could  be  made  effective,  in  that 
sense,  short  of  actual  occupation  of  that 
country  by  the  great  Powers.  But  if  His 
Majesty's  Government  were  not  pre- 
pared for  that,  he  thought  the  House  had 
a  right  to  ask,  in  view  of  the  gravity  of 
the  situation,  that  they  eAiould  distinctly 
formulate  their  policy. 

*The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Pebcy, 
Kensington,  S.) :  I  understand  it  is  the 
general  wish  of  the  House  to  proceed 
before  long  to  the  discussion  of  another 
subject,  and  perhaps  it  will  be  for  the 
general  convenience  that  I  should 
reply  to  the  speeches  delivered  on  the 
very  important  question  of  the  situation 
in  Macedonia.  In  the  first  place  I  should 
like  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  spirit  in  which 
all  tlie  speakers  who  have  taken  part  in 
the  debate  up  to  this  point  have  addressed 
themselves  to  the  subject,  and  to  their 
recognition  of  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  by  His  Majesty's  Government.  It 
is,  of  course,  very  easy  to  point  out  defects 
in  the  present  reform  scheme.   The  hon. 


Member  who  has  just  sat  down  alluded 
to  one  of  them  when  he  said  that  it  did  not 
include  the  Adrianople  vilayet  in  which 
a  great  deal  of  disturbance  has  recently 
occurred.   The  Sultan  volunteered  hu 
own  intention  some  months  ago  of  expand- 
ing the  present  scheme  so  as  to  include  the 
Adrianople  vilayet,  and  we  may  trust 
that  the  result  of  the  application  of  these 
reforms  to  other  provinces  will  strengthen 
the  Sultan  in  his  laudable  decision.  There 
are  a  great  many  defects  which  can  be 
pointed  out  in  the  present  scheme,  but  I 
think  it  should  be  remembered  that  that 
scheme  is  not  ours,  and  that  altiiough  we 
have  from  time  to  time  suggested  amend- 
ments and  alterations,  all  of  which  have 
been  in  the  nature  of  improvements,  and 
most  of  which  have  been  ultimately,  if 
somewhat  tardily,  accepted,  yet  we  have 
no  desire  whatever  to  claim  credit  for  the 
authorship  of  that  scheme.    In  ^e  pre- 
paration of  that  scheme  we  were  not 
ourselves  consulted,  and  the  credit  as 
well  a  the  responsibility  for  that  scheme 
rests  in  the  first  instance  upon  the  two 
Powers  who  have  assumed  the  initiative 
with  the  full  approval  and  concurrence  of 
all  the  Powers  signatories  to  the  Treaty 
of  Berlin.    I  think  that  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  have  spoken  in  this  debate  have 
expressed  regret,  which  is,  I  ^bink,  also 
felt  by  the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary 
movement,  that  the  authority  of  Europe 
should,  so  to  speak,  have  been  put  into 
commission    in    this    way,  and  that 
wc  should  have  delegated  a  kind  of 
Power  of    Attorney   to   Austria  and 
Russia  to  deal  with  a  situation  which 
arose  out   of  a   settlement  originally 
international   in   its   character.  Well, 
whatever  may  be  said  in  favour  of  that 
view,  I  think  it  is  a  view  which  cannot 
with  propriety  be  urged  by  those  who  on 
so  many  occasions  have  poured  contempt 
and  ridicule  upon  the  delays— on  the 
interminable  delays — which  are  associated 
with  the  machinery  of  collective  inter- 
vention by  all  the  European  Powers. 
But  however  that  may  be,  it  has  been 
throughout  our  policyto  act  in  conjunction 
mth   Austria   and   Russia.    We  have 
frequently  stated  the  reasons  that  deter- 
mined us  to  act  in  that  manner,  and  I 
think  theyare  reasons  which,  on  the  whole, 
have  commended   themselves  to  the 
common  sense  of  the  country.    In  the 
first  place  it  is  our  <^Q^|f^  British 
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inteiesfcs  in  the  foreground,  and  it  is  not 
our  opinion  that  British  interests  are  so 
vitally  concerned  as  to  demand  our  taking 
the  initiative  ourselves.  In  the  second 
place  we  think  the  objects  we  have  at 
heart  arc  objects  which  can  probably  be 
better  fulfilled  by  the  action  of  Austria 
and  Russia  than  by  any  other  method. 

What  are  those  objects  ?  In  the  first 
place  we  desire  to  avert  a  violent  distur- 
bance of  the  existing  condition  of  things 
which  must  awaken  many  difficult  ques- 
tions, open  a  great  many  vexed  inter- 
national controversies,  and  possibly  arouse 
a  wide-spread  conflagration.    That  view 
was    nowhere  more  strongly   or  em- 
phatically   expressed    than    in  the 
aide-memnre  which  was  presented  by  the 
two  Powers  to  the  Porte  on  the  occasion 
of  the  lormulatifxi  of  the  second  reform 
scheme.  In  that  aide-memoire  they  were 
very  careful  to  emphasise  the  fact  that 
they  had  spared  no  effort  to  meet  the 
susceptibilities   of  the  Porte  by  con- 
fining    the    period    of   their  inter- 
vention   in   the    reform    scheme  to 
two  years,  and  by  maintaining  at  the 
head  of  the  administration  a  Turkish 
c^cial.   But  the  object  of  His  Majesty's 
Government   is  not  confined  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  datus  quo .  We 
desire,  as  every  humane  man  must 
desire,  to  obtain  a  real  and,  if  possible, 
a  permanent  amelioration  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  population  of  the  European 
provinces  of  Turkey.  That  amelioration 
can  only  be  produced  under  two  condi- 
tions.   Turkey  must  recognise  that, 
however  excellent  her  laws  may  be  in 
theory,    the   actual    practice   of  her 
administration  is  one  which  her  best 
friends  cannot  defend,  which  constitutes 
a  glaring  violation  of  her  solemn  treaty 
engagements,  and  which  is  at  once  a 
menace  to  the  security  of  her  own  rule 
and  to  the  peace  and  txanquility  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces.    But  there  is 
another  condition,  and  that  is  that  the 
European  Powers  should  be  able  to  con- 
vince the  law-abiding  element  of  the 
population — which  comprises,  I  believe, 
the  large  majority,   if  not  all,  of  the 
non-Bu^arian  element,  and  which  I 
would  ^in  believe  comprises  a  large 
proportion  d!  the  Bulgarian  peculation 
also — of  the  determination  and  ability 
of  Europe  not  only  to  procure  for  them 
securities  against  misgovernment  in  the 
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future,  but  also  to  protect  them  against 
that  kind  of  tyranny  and  terrorism  by 
which  political  agitators  for  months  past^ 
have  sought  to  prolong  the  disturbances 
and  to  make  the  introduction  of  any 
real  reforms  in  the  provinces  impossible. 
These  being  the  objects  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  think  it  is  manifest  that'  they 
can  best  be  secured  by  the  two  Powers 
Austria  and  Russia.  They  are  the  two 
Powers  who  have  most  to  fear  from  a 
reopening  of  the  Eastern  question; 
!  they  are  nearest  to  the  scene  of  action, 
and,  therefore,  in  the  best  position  to 
bring  material  pressure  to  bear;  and, 
owing  to  racial  and  religious  affinity, 
they  have  the  best  cause  to  sympathise 
with,  and  the  best  means  of  understand- 
ing, the  sufferings  and  requirements  of 
the  population  on  whose  behalf  inter- 
vention is  sought. 

So  much  for  the  policy  of  resigning 
the   initiative    to  the    Austrian  and 
Russian  Governments.  But  His  Majesty's 
Government   have  always   iosisted  at 
the   same    time,    and     their  claims- 
have  been  frankly    met  by  both  of 
these  Gov^unents,  on  their  right  to 
suggest  amendmfflits  and  alterations. 
IlLese  have  been  directed  hitherto  to 
improvement  of  the  details  of  the  scheme, 
and  not  to  vit^l  changes  in  its  principle. 
The  principle  of  the  scheme  we  have 
accepted,  and  in  the  opinion  of  persons 
best  qualified  to  judge,  that  principle  is 
well  adapted  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  situation.    That,  at  all  events,  is  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Nicholas  O'Conor,  our 
Ambassador  at  Cionstantinople ;  and  I 
understand  from  a  document  published 
by  the  Balkan  Committee  at  home  in 
The  Times  only  two  months  ago  that 
they  do   not  themselves  dissent  from 
that  view.  Of  course,  if  these  hopes  and 
expectations  should  unfortunately  be 
falsified  it  will  be  the  duty  of  th& 
GU>vernment  and  of  all  the  European 
Powers  to  reconsider  their  position;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  we  should  be  justified 
in  allowing  our  hands  to  be  forced, 
or  in  assuming  as  a  sufficient  proof 
of  the  failure  of  the  reform  scheme  the 
mere  fact  of  the  continued  hostility  of 
political  irreconcilables  who,  it  appears, 
if  they  are  to  be  judged  by  their  actions^ 
would  regard  the  success  of  the  reform 
scheme  as  the  main  obstacle  to  the 
realisation  t&  their  political  ambitions. 
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That  that  is  so  I  am  afraid  we  have  had 
only  too  much  evidence  already.  The 
fact  that  under  the  first  reform  scheme 
thoee  who  profited  by  the  amnesty  took 
the  first  opportunity  of  rejoining  the 
insun^nts  ;  the  fact  that,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Armenian  reform  scheme,  the 
Bulgarian  element  almost  entirely  stood 
aloof  from  the  reorganisation  of  the 
gendarmerie,  and  that,  at  all  events  in 
one  instance,  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  be 
found  in  more  than  one,  thrae  Bulgarians 
who  have  already  enlisted  have  paid  the 
penalty  of  their  temerity  with  their 
lives—these  facts  show  to  ray  mind  only 
too  clearly  the  motive  of  the  political 
pressure  which  has  been  brought  to  bear. 

So  far  as  the  action  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  is  concerned,  I  think  we 
may  make  two  claims.  We  may  claim 
that  if  there  has  been  any  delay  in  the 
execution  of  these  reforms — and  there 
certainly  has  been  a  very  regrettable 
delay — the  responsibility  for  that  delay 
does  not  attach  to  us.  We  have  through- 
out insisted  that  in  our  opinion  it  is  far 
more  important  that  an  imperfect  reform 
scheme  diould  be  applied  promptly  and 
at  once,  than  that  we  should  waste 
precious  time  before  applying  any  reform 
scheme  at  all.  I  think  we  may  claim, 
in  the  second  place,  that  we  have  antici- 
pated by  our  advice  many  of  the  best 
features  in  the  reform  scheme  as  it  now 
stands,  and  diat  some  of  our  suggestions 
might  with  very  great  advantage  have 
been  adopted  at  an  earlier  period.  I 
refer  more  especially  to  our  proposal 
that  European  officers  should  be 
allowed  and  invited  to  accompany  the 
Turkish  troops  during  active  operations. 
If  that  proposal  had  been  accepted  at 
once  it  might  have  had  the  ofect  of 
very  lately  checking  the  excesses  and 
irregularities  on  the  part  of  tiie  Tnikish 
soldiers,  and  it  would  certainly  have  had 
the  effect,  which  the  Turks  themselves 
ought  to  welcome,  of  furnishing  Europe 
with  authentic  information  gathered  on 
the  spot,  and  not  with  garbled  and 
exaggerated  versions  of  massacre  and 
outr^e.  That  proposal  was  first  made 
by  Sir  Nicholas  O'Conor  at  the  very 
beginning  of  August.  On  the  28th  of 
that  month  he  was  still  able  to  report 
that,  although  there  were  as  many  as 
200,000  Turkish  troops  in  the  field,  on 
the  whole  discipline  had  been  very  fairly 

Harl  Perry. 


maintained.  In  that  connection  I  can- 
not pass  over  without  mention  a  remark 
made  last  night  by  my  hon.  friend  who 
raised  this  subject.  Without  in  the 
least  seeking  to  palliate  or  excuse  any 
of  the  outrf^es  or  excesses  committed  by 
the  Turkish  troops — for  they  admit  of 
no  excuse  or  palliation — and  without 
seeking  to  estimate  t^e  relative  euilt  of 
outrages  perpetratol  by  men  who  are 
suffering  under  a  sense  of  great  grievances 
f>nd  outrages  inBicted  by  an  army  which 
is  in  a  state  of  great  exasperation  and 
has  sufiered  long  and  deliberate  pro- 
vocation, yet  at  the  same  time  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  was  justified 
in  saying  tiiat^  whatever  might  have 
been  die  action  of .  the  committees,  they 
had  not  been  guill^  of  the  Hppalliiig  out- 
rages on  women  and  children  which  had 
been  committed  by  the  Turkish  troops, 
regular  .and  irregular.  I  do  not  deny 
that  that  has  been  the  case  as  regards 
the  Turkish  irregular  troops,  but  any<Mie 
who  reads  candidly  and  carefully  the 
last  Blue-book  but  one  will  see  per- 
fectly clearly  that  the  nature  and 
character — I  do  not  say  the  extent 
—  of  the  outrage  committed  by 
the  revolutionary  troops  have  been 
exactly  on  all  fours  with  tlie  nature  of 
the  outrages  committed  by  the  Turkish 
troops.  Up  to  the  last  week  in  August 
discipline  had  been  fairly  maintained. 
The  greater  part  of  the  excesses  of  the 
Turkish  troops  dated  from  tlie  b^inning 
of  September,  when  the  irregulars  were 
called  out  to  cope  with  the  invasion  of 
the  vilayets  of  Kossovo  and  Salonica. 
When  His  Majesty's  Government  msde 
this  proposal  with  regard  to  the  officers 
it  was  rejected  by  the  Russian  Grovem- 
ment  as  somewhat  premature.  It  was 
renewed  on  two  subsequent  occasions, 
when  we  had  the  support  of  the  Italian 
Government.  On  the  29th  September 
we  were  informed  that  the  principle 
was  to  be  embodied  in  the  new  reform 
scheme,  and  we  at  once  took  steps  to 
warn  the  officers  whom  we  ourselves 
intended  to  employ. 

Our  action  has  been  the  same  in  regard 
to  the  gendarmerie  reorganisation  and  the 
employment  of  European  advisers  in  the 
chief  administrative  and  judicial  depart- 
ments. Both  proposals  were  pressed  upon 
the  Sultan  by  Sir  Nicholas  0*Conor  as  far 
back  as  the  iS^^d  fi^JU^^"  "^X 
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reform  scheme  had  been  formulated  by 
the  European  Powers,  aad  when  the 
Saltan  had  himself  taken  the  initiative 
by  appointing  an  inspector-general  with 
a  committee  to  sift  evidence,  and  by 
laying  down  rules  for  the  admission  of  a 
Christian  element  into  the  gendarmene. 
It  has  always  been  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  that  what  is  required  in 
the  Turkish  provinces  is  not  political 
change  so  much  as  thorough  administra- 
tive re -organisation.  Turkey  does  not 
possess  the  class  of  men  who  have 
the  requisite  expert  knowledge  and 
experience  to  carry  out  such  a 
task  as  that,  and  for  her  to  come 
to  Europe  for  trained  assistance  in- 
volves no  more  derogation  of  her 
sovereign  rights  than  is  already  involved 
in  the  admission  of  European  manage- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  Ottoman  Bank 
and  the  control  of  the  Ottoman  Debt,  or 
in  the  reorganisation  by  Europeans  of  the 
Turkish  army.  The  necessity  and  im- 
portance of  financial  reform  was  ex- 
plicitly recc^ised  by  Austria  and  Russia 
in  their  first  reform  scheme,  in  which 
they  laid  down  that  a  budget  was  to  be 
drawn  up  for  each  of  the  Macedonian 
provinces,  that  the  revenues  of  those 

frovinces  were  to  be  checked  by  the 
mperial  Ottoman  Bank,  and  that  the 
expenses  of  administration  were  to  form 
a  first  charge  on  the  provincial  revenues. 
It  is  a  source  of  great  regret  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  that  the  oppor- 
tunity was  not  taken  at  the  time  of  the 
elaboration  of  the  second  reform  scheme 
to  wo^  out  those  provisions  in  detail, 
but  we  have  been  assured  that  their  im- 
portance has  not  been  lost  sight  of.  At 
this  moment  I  believe  that  the  inspector- 
general,  in  company  with  the  two  Euro- 
pean assessors,  is  sitting  at  8alonica  in 
order  to  draw  up  a  detailed  scheme  of 
financial  and  administrative  reorganisa- 
tion. Financial  reform  lies  at  the  root 
of  real  administrative  improvement,  and 
it  will  become  more  and  more 
imperative  evOTy  day  with  the  great 
additional  expenditure  which  will  be 
cast  upon  Turkey  by  the  adoption  of 
reforms,  as,  I  think,  we  have  sufficient 
evidence  already  in  the  large  extra 
taxation,  amounting  to  £2,000,000, 
which  has  been  recently  imposed.  The 
Oovemment  trust  that  the  SuHan  will 
himself  recf^ise  before  it  is  too  late  that 


it  is  the  absence  of  financial  reform 
which  makes  judicial  and  administrative 
corruption  inevitable,  which  has  already 
reduced  the  Turkish  Empire  to  the  verge 
of  penury,  and  which,  if  allowed  to 
continue,  will  certainly  bring  it  to  ruin. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  can  give  any 
further  information  beyond  stating  the 
position  in  which  the  reform  scheme 
stands.  The  inspector-general  has 
occupied  his  post  for  some  months,  and, 
according  to  information  which  has 
already  been  published  in  the  Blue-book, 
has  not  laid  himself  open  to  the  kind  of 
censure  which  seems  to  be  implied  in 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Donegal.  On  the  contrary,  he  has 
shown  very  conspicuous  energy  and  a 
praiseworthy  deteroaination  to  do 
whatever  he  can  to  make  the 
reforms  a  reality.  Two  assessors — both 
of  them  possessing  a  large  experience  of 
Eastern  affairs— ^have  been  appointed, 
and  have  taken  up  their  work.  As 
regards  the  scheme  for  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  gendarmerie,  the  Italians 
have  already  selected  a  general  who  is 
to  take  command.  All  the  Powers  have 
appointed  their  staff  officers,  and  I 
believe  that,  with  the  possible  excep- 
tion of  the  German  staff  officer,  they 
have  arrived  at  Constantinople  and 
will  immediately  enter  upon  their  duties. 
Colonel  Fairholme,  the  officer  whom  His 
Majesty's  Government  has  appointed, 
is  military  attach^  at  Vienna.  These 
staff  officers  will  consider  the  details  of 
the  scheme  of  reorganisation  which  has 
been  drawn  up  in  consultation  by  the 
two  military  attach^  of  Russia  and 
Austria.  As  regards  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  a  certain  number  of 
European  officers,  belonging  chiefly  to 
the  minor  European  States,  were  en- 
rolled in  the  Turkish  service  some 
months  ago.  Four  Belgian  officers  wera 
employed  in  Macedonia,  and  since  then 
additional  Swedish  and  Norwegian  officers 
have  been  engaged.  It  will  be  necessary 
that  each  of  the  Powers  should  depute 
probably  a  fairly  large  number  of  non- 
commissioned officers  to  assist  their  re- 
spective staff  officers  in  the  actual  work 
of  reorganisation.  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  awaiting  the  report  of  their 
del^ates  on  the  scheme  of  reorganisa- 
tion before  sending  out  the  officers  whom 
they  intend  to  deputagit  zli  i^iuaS^gib^ 

O  2 


371        Kin^s  Speech  {Motion        {COMMONS}  far  an  Address).  372 


in  conclusion,  that  it  is  the  determina- 
tion of  His  Majesty's  (joveminent  to 
use  theii  most  earnest,  constant,  and 
uninterrupted  endeavours  to  press 
forward  the  execution  of  the  provisions 
of  the  reform  scheme  in  their  entirety. 
If  we  do  not  at  the  present  juncture 
discuss  the  question  of  an  alternative 
policy  it  is  because  we  desire  to  emphasise 
the  solidarity  of  the  European  Powers, 
because  we  are  reluctant  to  admit  the 
failure  of  a  scheme  which,  if  failure 
there  be,  must  entail  untold  misery  and 
suffering,  whatever  the  ultimate  result, 
upon  the  whole  Christian  population  of 
Macedonia,  and  because,  in  the  last  place, 
we  certainly  do  not  desire  to  offer  any 
pretext  to  the  Turkish  Government  to 
allege  as  an  excuse  for  reluctance  to 
apply  the  reform  scheme  at  once,  the  idea 
that  any  concession  made  to  the  Powers 
will  only  he  the  prelude  for  further 
demands. 

Me.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  The 
Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  .Affairs  has 
admitted  that  this  Macedonian  question 
has  never  been  made  in  t^  House  the 
means  of  any  Party  attack  whatever. 
The  discussions  in  the  country  which  have 
occupied  the  minds  of  the  people  to  a  large 
extent  were  conducted  without  any  refer- 
ence to  Party.  Therefore  we  are  now  in  a 
favourable  position  for  discussing  the 
matter.  The  troubles  in  Macedonia  have 
arisen  from  long  c<natinued  misgovem- 
ment  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  It  has  been 
nothing  but  the  existence  of  abominable 
oppression  and  tyranny  that  has  given 
other  Powers  an  opportunity  to  come  into 
the  field  at  all.  The  Under-Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  appears  to  have  very 
greatly  minimised  the  horrible  atrocities 
committed  by  the  Turkish  troops,  and  he 
has  compared  them  with  what  has  been 
done  by  the  insurgents,  and  comparee 
them  favourably.  He  seems  to  ignore 
altogether  the  fact  that  the  Turkish  atroci- 
ties have  been  committed  upon  innocent 
subjects.  In  one  case  given  in  Sir 
Nicholas  O'Conor's  report,  it  i&  shown 
that  a  village  was  surrounded  by  regular 
Turkish  troops,  and  the  people  were  set 
upon  by  a  number  of  Bashi-Basouks,  who 
slaughtered  everybody  with  the  exception 
of  about  two  men.  I  do  not  think  all  the 
acts  of  cruelty  perpetrated  by  the  insur- 
gents can  parallel  that  one  case. 

Earl  Percg. 


*Earl  PERCY  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  remember  that  I  did  not  com- 
pare the  scale  on  which  these  atrocitaes 
had  been  committed.  What  I  said  was 
that  the  attacks  upon  women  and  childtea 
hadbeen  made  by  the  insurgents  in  exactly 
the  same  way  as  by  the  Turtdsh  tioops. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  submit  that  they  cannot 
be  considered  as  acting  in  the  same  way 
as  the  regular  Turkish  troops.    As  regards 

provocation  the  case  is  entirely  different, 
for  in  thecases  of  cruelty  by  Turkish  troopft 
there  was  no  provocation  at  all,  and  many 
of  the  outrages  perpetrated  by  those 
troops  have  been  accompanied  by  horron 
which  it  would  not  be  right  to  mention  in. 
Uiis  House.   They  conusted  of  outrages 
upon  women,  and  acts  of  savage  and  in- 
credible cruelty  for  which  there  is  no 
parallel  in  the  conduct  of  the  insurgents. 
Apart  from  these  points  I  have  no  criti- 
cism to  make.   Let  me  now  state  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  broad  outlines  of  the 
position.    In  the  first  place,  no  one  can 
have  followed  this  story  and  read  these 
Blue'books  without  seeing  from  the  first 
that  Austna  and   Russia  have  been 
entirely   half-hearted   in   this  matter. 
What  the  Under-Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  has  said  about  the  special  interest 
of  Austria  and  Russia  is  perfectly  true, 
and  it  might  have  been  the  case  before 
1902,  but  the  experience  of  the  last  two 
years  has  shown  that  they  have  no  desire 
to  remove  discontent  in  those  parts.  The 
inhabitants  there  have  lost  confidence  in 
the  promises  of  Austna  and  Russia,  and 
ate  endeavouring  now  to  seek  safety  in 
some  other  quarter.    In  the  next  place, 
the  Turks  are  absolutely  incom^ble. 
They  have  gone  on  in  their  old  way,  repeat- 
ing the  same  kind  of  conduct  and  the 
same  cruelty  which  shocked  Europe  in 
1876.   There  is  nothing  to  choose  between 
their  conduct  now  and  their  conduct  in 
1876,  and  the  most  complete  proof  of  this 
is  that  these  things  are  being  done  with 
the  approval  and  connivance  of  the 
Sultan,  because  nobody  has  ever  been 
punished  for  these  outrages  except  in 
the  case  of  the  murder  of  the  Russian 
Consul.   There  have  been  many  cases  of 
the  grossest  possible  outrage  where  the 
perpetrators  have  not  been  punished  ;  all 
the  evils  which  went  on  last  summer  are 
Btill  going  on.    The  burnt  villages  have 
not  been  i^u^jt^  ^a^nd^^t^i^  being 
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levied  upon  the  inhabitants  of  some 
of  these  burnt  villages.  According 
to  the  report  of  the  Consul  of  Monastir 
there  are  14,000  refugees  homeless  there 
at  tike  present  moment.  The  first  scheme 
was  confessedly  useless,  and  was  accepted 
by  the  Sultan  because  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  said  he  knew  it 
would  be  so.  There  was  no  intention  of 
applying  the  present  scheme  in  the 
vilayet  of  Adrianople.  In  the  fourth 
place,  the  danger  at  tikis  moment  is  very 
great.  We  Imow  that  the  insurgent 
bands  are  still  in  the  mountains,  that 
there  is  great  excitement  in  Bulgaria, 
that  the  present  Bulgarian  Government 
has  got  a  large  majority  in  favour  of  war, 
and  we  know  that  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  for  them  to  restrain  these  bands 
or  their  own  people  unless  there  is  some 
substantial  improvement  within  the 
coune  of  the  next  six  weeks.  I  suppose 
the  Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
admits  that  to  be  the  fact.  Therefore 
there  is  a  very  serious  danger  that  the 
insurrection  wHl  begin  afr^,  and  be 
accompanied  by  the  outbreak  of  a  war 
between  Turkey  and  Bulgaria. 

But  there  is  a  new  feature  in  the  situa- 
tion which  very  greatly  aggravates  it.  I 
am  sure  everybody  in  this  House  must 
hope  tiiat  there  will  be  no  war  in  the  Far 
East  between  the  two  Powers  which  are 
now  watching  one  anotiker  wttik  so  much 
'8iis|Hcion.  We  mn^t,  however,  con- 
template the  eventuality. of  the  outbreak 
of  a  war  between  Russia  and  Japan  as 
being  possible.  What  will  the  resu't  of 
that  be  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula  ?  It  is 
desired  both  bj^  Turkey  and  Bulgaria 
because  they  beUeve  if  Russia  were 
occnped  elsewhere  she  coukl  not  put  that 
restnint  upon  their  action  which  she  now 
can,  and  the  Turks  tlunk  they  could 
finish  off  the  Macedonians  and  reduce 
Bulgaria  to  her  old  rule  I  think  those 
who  have  followed  the  reports  of  Con- 
tinental nations  will  &axee  that  it  is 
generally  believed  over  Europe  that  the 
danger  of  war  in  the  Near  East  would  be 
great^  ag^vated  if  war  was  to  break 
ont  in  the  Far  Bast.  In  these  circum 
stances  surely  this  is  an  exceedingly 
difficult  position  before  this  country.  We 
must  all  agree  with  the  aim  which  the 
Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  has 
set  before  us.   Everybody  desires,  I  am 


sure,  that  peace  should  be  preserved,  that 
the  reforms  should  be  proceeded  with, 
and  the  danger  of  a  European  war 
averted.   But  have  the  Powers  taken 
the  best  means  to  secure  tikat  end  ?   I  do 
not  complain  of  what  has  been  done  by 
Lord  Lansdowne,  for  he  has  shown  an 
earnest  desire  to  improve  and  strengthen 
these  reform  schemes  as  much  as  possible. 
Where  his  suggestions  have  not  been 
accepted  it  would  have  been  a  good  tiking 
if  they  had  been,  and  if  he  had  talan  even 
a  stronger  line  than  he  has  taken,  and 
insisted  upon  tiie  necessity  of  improving 
the  scheme,  I  think  we  should  have  been 
in  a  better  position  to-day.    We  do  not 
know  from  the  Blue-books  whether  he 
has  communicated  with  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Italy  in  reference  to  what 
will  be  done  in  case  this  scheme  should 
fail.   I  am  sure  the  House  will  feel  that 
the  Government  ought  to  have  considered 
those  eventuahties,  that  they  ought  to 
feel  that  if  this  scheme  fails  owing  to  the 
difficulties  being  thrown  in  its  way,  an 
excessively  dangerous  crisis  will  arise, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider,  along  with  tha  Govern- 
ments of  France  and  Italy,  what  should 
be  done.  Any  improvements  of  the  schema 
should  inoluie  tike  supersession  of  direct 
Turtish  rule  in  Bulgaria.    Therefore,  I 
would  urge  the  Government  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  arriving  at  some  ar- 
rangement with   the   other  European 
Powers  which  will  provide  for  the  case  of 
the  failure  of  this  scheme,  and  which  will 
enable  them  when  there  is  a  danger  of 
war  breaking  out,  say  in  tiie  month  of 
April,  to  arrest  it  by  announcing  the 
scheme  which  will  stop  the  insurrection 
and  keep  Bulgaria  quiet  That  would  be  a 
far  better  course  than  the  continual 
wrangling  of  the  Turks  over  this  scheme. 
While  acknowledging  what  Lord  Lans- 
downe has  done,  I  believe  if  he  takes  a 
still  firmer  tone   he  will  have,  as  was 
shown  by  the  meetings  which  went  on 
during  the  autumn,  and  by  everyone  who 
has  spoken  in  this  House,  the  general  and 
hearty  support  of  tike  people  in  adopting 
a  decided  line  in  this  matter.   It  will  be  to 
the  honour  of  England  if  we  are  able  at 
this  moment  to  save  Eastern  Europe 
from  a  perpetuation  of  her  present 
troubles  and  from  the  danger  of  a  Con- 
I  tiuental  war.  Ci^r^i^\(^ 
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Sir    mare    STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
brightshire), who  was  indistinctly  heard, 
said  there  were  one  or  two  points  which  he 
should  like  to  refer  to  with  regard  to  this 
very  serious  question.    They  could  treat 
this  matter  from  a  non-Party  view  be- 
cause in  every  quarter  of  the  House  there 
was  nothing  but  horror  and  detestation 
for  the  cruelties  which  the  Turks  had  com- 
mitted.   But  those  who  had  investigated 
these  matters,  and  had  seen  with  their 
own  eyes  what  had  happened,  declared 
that  things  were  far  worse  than  had  been 
described  in  the  Blue-books.  Whilst 
thanking  the  Crovemment  for  what  they 
had  done,  he  still  thought  they  might 
have  done  a  little  more.    He  was  quite 
of  opinion  that  imless  they  acted  in  a 
stronger  way  than  they  had  hitherto  done 
war  would  break  out  again  in  that  quarter. 
The  people  there  had  made  up  their 
minds  to  fight ;  there  were  plenty  of  men 
and  rifles ;  their  houses  had  been  burnt 
down  and  their  property  taken  from 
them.    Consequently  they  had  nothing 
to  lose,  and  were  determined  to  wreak 
their  revenge  in  a  bloody  war  and  do 
everything   they   could   against  their 
enemies.    That  was  the  state  of  things, 
and  whilst  Russia  was  indifierent  to  these 
reforms,  Turkey  was  quite  indisposed  to 
entertain  anything  whatever  of  the  kind. 
If  they  looked  at  these  matters  from  that 
point  of  view  the  position  was  very  serious. 
Russia  was  entirely  indifferent  and  apa- 
thetic in  regard  to  moving  in  this  matter 
of  reform  in  order  to  prevent  suffering 
and  further  war.    He  was  quite  sure  that 
Lord  Lansdowne  and  the  Foreign  Office 
would  do  their  best ;  he  agreed  that  they 
had  a  very  difficult  part  to  play,  and  they 
had  an  alternative  policy  at  their  hand. 
He  trusted  that  His  Majesty's  Govem- 
m.ent  might  see  their  way  very  shortly 
to  produce  this  alternative  scheme  if  the 
present  scheme  was  not  carried  out. 

*Mb.  ROBSON  (South  Shields) :  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  rise  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  my  name.  That  Amendment 
chai^  Uinisters  who  were  in  office  at  the 
period  of  t^e  war  with  negligence  in  re- 
&tion  to  preparations  for  the  war  and  its 
Bubaequent  conduct.  That  is  a  serious 
charge  and  a  personal  charge  ;  and  I  am 
sorry,  and  the  entire  House  will  be  sorry, 
that  I  havetomake  itunderParliamentary 
exigencies  which  I  cannot  control,  in  the 


absence  of  the  Prime  Minister,  vho  un- 
doubtedly would  have  been  here  to  meet  it 
had  he  been  able.    I  shall  certainly  say 
nothing  against  the  Prime  Minister  that 
may  not  be  dealt  with  by  his  colleagues. 
Thechargel  makeis  a  failure  on  the  part  of 
Ministers  to  perform  the  first  duty  in- 
cumbent on  a  Government — namely,  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  its  territoriu 
,  in  view  of  threatenii^  attack.   Tlus  is 
;  not  merely  a  complaint  of  general  un- 
preparedness  for  some  unexpected  coa* 
tingency.    It  is  a  more  serious  and 
specific  matter  than  that.    It  is  alleged 
against  the  Government  that  it  failed  to 
take  precautions  and  to  exercise  ordinMy 
I  foresight  and  care  in  spite  of  ample,  dis- 
1  tiuct,  and  repeated  warnings.    Before  I 
I  deal  with  the  details  and  instances  of  the 
'  negligence  which  I  allege  against  the 
i  Government,  let  us  first  of  all  endeavour 
to  clear  our  minds  as  to  the  precise  scope 
of  the  duties  in  regard  to  which  negli- 
gence is  alleged.    The  Prime  Minister 
himself  has  helped  us  very  materially  in 
this  task.  In  his  speech  at  the  Hotel  Cecil 
he  pointed  out  the  nature  of  l^e  problem 
which  faces  an  English  GoTemmentui 
the  matter  of  Imperial  and  National 
;  defence ;  and  when  we  understand  what 
'  he  regards  as  the  great  difficulty  we  are 
helped  to  some  definition  of  the  duty 
thrown  on  the  Government.    The  Prime 
j  Minister  says  that  whereas  French  and 
I  German  Ministers  are  quite  familiar  witii 
every  possible  theatre  of  warlike  opera- 
tions to  which  they  might  be  required  to 
send  troops,  and  while  they  also  know  the 
;  number  and  quality  of  the  troops  against 
j  which  they  may  be  called  upon  to  operate, 
'  to  an  English  Minister  the  problem  is 
I  indeterminate.     The    Prime  Minister 
pointed  out  that  we  cannot  know  from 
day  to  day  and  from  time  to  time  when 
we  may  be  required  to  send  our  troops 
or  in  what  climate  they  may  be  required 
to  work,  nor  do  we  know  far  in  advance 
the  precise  quality  of  the  foe  we  may  be 
called  upon  to  meet ;  and  further  that 
even  witli  our  own  material  for  war  there 
is  some  uncertainty,  because  it  is  a 
vonntary  army  and  wej  cannot  quite 
predict  its  quantity  or  cost.   No  one 
could  phrase  the  general  proposition  better 
than  the  Prime  Minister  has  done.  The 
righthon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 

Birmingham  has,  I  think,  put  it  a  little 
less  pleasantly,  and  l4iope  also  a  little 
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les3  aocnrately.  He  says  we  are  always 
unprepared.  I  should  be  sorry  to  accept 
that  as  being  true  in  its  fullest  extent ; 
but  no  doubt  there  is  a  certain  sense  in 
which  that  phrase  is  entirely  true.  If 
we  an  always  unprepared  it  is  well, 
however,  to  remember  that  a  statesman 
who  intervenes  in  an  international  dis- 
pute which  might  lead  to  war  would 
require  apparently  a  double  dose  of 
caution  and  of  courtesy  in  dealing  with 
such  situations,  because  if  we  are  always 
unprepared  obviously  one  aim  of  our 
diplomacy  must  be  to  give  our  soldiers 
time  for  foeparation.  One  can  scarcely 
imagine  undei  such  circum3tances  any- 
thing more  perilous  or  more  dangerous 
than  what  used  to  be  called  the  new 
diplomacy,  a  mode  of  diplomacy  which 
insisted  on  the  instant  publication  of 
highly  controversial  despatches  which 
inflamed  public  feeling  in  such  a  way  as 
to  make  it  almost  impossible  to  secure  a 
lengthy  diplomatic  pause  if  our  soldiers 
happened  to  require  it.  I  think,  we 
slulU  see  as  the  story  develops  with  what 
deadly  eflect  that  method  of  diplomacy 
operated  to  quicken  the  pace  and  pre- 
cipitate the  catastrophy  against  which 
our  soldiers  were  warning  us. 

The  first  duty,  therefore,  which  appears 
to  lie  on  a  British  s  atesman  may  be 
gathered  from  the  utterances  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary.  It  is  undoubtedly  this.  As 
soon  as  any  Grovemment  is  warned  of  a 
definite  urgent  and  imminent  danger  it 
ought  at  once  to  set  its  soldiers  to  con- 
eider  in  a  thorough  and  systematic  way 
the  military  necessities  of  the  situation. 
I  do  not  say  that  with  a  vast  Empire  like 
ours  the  British  Gtovemment  should  be 
always  scenting  war.  On  the  contrary, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
temperament  for  any  Minister  to  possess. 
I  do  not  suggest,  although  many  do  with 
a  fair  show  of  juBtice,that  we  should  have 
plans  of  campaign  for  all  conceivable 
conflicts.  But  where  a  Minister 
has  been  amply  and  repeatedly  warned 
that  some  other  country  is  preparing 
for  a  conflict  with  us,  then  he 
should  at  least  have  a  plan  of  campaign 
for  that  contingency.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  modest  standard  of  a  Minis- 
ter's duty.  That  duty  I  hope  to  show, 
and  show  as  briefly  as  I  may,  was  neg- 
lected, and  gravely  neglected.    I  am 


not  sure  that  even  the  word  "  neglect  '* 
adequately  describes  the  omission,  because 
when  one  speaks  of  neglecting  a  duty,  it 
rather  implies  that,  although  undertaken,' 
the  duty  was  badly  done.  But  this  duty 
was  never,  in  any  substantial  sense,  under- 
taken— it  was  omitted.  That  is  the 
point,  and  it  is  a  very  serious  point.  It 
is  almost  impossible  to  imagine  one  more 
grave.  That  is  the  foun^tion  of  the 
charge  brought  against  the  Government 
by  their  own  Commission.  During  all 
these  years  of  hostile  negotiations,  though 
warning  after  warning  was  given,  there 
never  was,  from  first  to  last,  any  plan  of 
campaign  in  operation  in  South  Africa. 
That,  then,  is  the  first  duty  by  which  I 
propose  to  test  the  conduct  of  the  Ministry. 
The  second  can  scarcely  be  mentioned 
without  somi  appearance  of  irony.  It 
is  that  an  English  Government  warned 
of  an  impending  conflict  should  take  the 
trouble  to  consider,  and  should  even  go 
so  far  as  to  decide,  what  its  attitude  should 
be  with  regard  to  other  Powers,  and 
whether  it  would  have  to  fi^t  one  Power 
or  two  or  more  Powers,  because  until  the 
Government  had  done  that,  the  soldiers 
could  not  prepare  a  plan  of  campaign.  I 
ask  the  House  to  keep  that  fact  in  mind. 
An  effort  has  been  made  to  cast  the  respon- 
sibility for  our  mistakes  and  mischances 
upon  the  Army.  Let  us  then  remember 
the  dominant  fact  that  a  plan  of  campaign 
had  of  course,  in  Uie  first  instance,  to  be 
ordered  by  the  Civil  Qovemment ;  and 
that  it  cannot  be  laid  down  at  alt  until 
you  know  where  you  are  going  to  fight  and 
who  you  are  going  to  fi^t.  Up  till  the 
last  moment,  indeed  until  it  was  too  late, 
theGovernment  omitted  to  tell  the  soldiers 
what  enemies  they  had  to  prepare  a  plan 
of  campaign  against,  and  until  that  was 
done  the  soldiers  1^  to  wait  for  the 
decision  of  what  was  indeed  a  purely 
political  question.  The  third  duty  which 
I  venture  to  submit  is  incumbent  on  every 
Minister  lies  in  the  fact  that,  having  re- 
gard to  what  the  Colonial  Secretary  de- 
scribes a3  our  perennial  unpreparedness, 
he  should  keep  diplomacy  and  military 
preparations  in  something  like  accord. 
He  should  take  care  that  military  pre- 
parations did  not  unduly  big  behind 
diplomacy  ;  but,  above  all,  he  should  take 
care  that  diplomacy  did  not  outrun  a 
necessary  state  of  prepareduw. 

Digitized  byLjOOglC 


379       Kin^s  Speech  (Motum  {COMMONS} 


for  an  Address). 


380 


In  any  test,  then,  as  to  the  performance  j 
of  these  duties  let  us  bear  in  mind  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred.    He  there  sought  to  create  in 
the  minds  of  his  audience  the  impression 
that  this  was  only  another  instance  of 
the  general  unpreparedness  with  which 
the  English  nation  was  prepared  to  be 
content ;  and  that  Ministers  could  not 
be  expected  to  know  the  theatre  of  opera- 
tions or  the  precise  kind  of  enemy  our 
soldiers  would  be  called  upon  to  meet. 
Nothing  could  be  more  inaccurate.  In 
this  case  all  uncertainty  was  absolutely 
removed.   The  Government  knew,  none 
could  know  better,  exactly  where  the 
theatre  of  operations  would  be,  and  the 
character  of  the  war.    It  has  been  aasidu- 
ously  soufi^t  to  create  in  the  mind  of  the 
British  public  that  Ministers  were  unpre- 
pared through  no  fault  of  their  own. 
That  impression  has  now  no  right  to  be 
heM  in  l^e  public  mind  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  Beport ;  and  I  am  very  glad 
that  the  time  has  come  at  last  when  pubUc 
justice  may  be  done  to  the  work  of  the 
Intelligence  Division.    That  great  and  I 
admirable  division  of  the  War  Office  and  i 
its  work  has  been  alternately  neglected  1 
and  maligned,  and  something  like  justice  | 
has  been  done  it  by  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
mission.   But  I  do  not  think  that  even 
the  Commission  has  done  adequate  justice 
to  the  extraordinary  excellence  of  the  work 
of  the  Intelligence  Department.  I  venture 
to  say  that,  although  in  this  war  one  had 
a  great  deal  to  lament  and  to  criticise,  the 
work  of   the  Intelligence  Department 
seems  to  be   almost  above  criticism. 
When  one  looks  at  the  warnings  it  gave 
and  the  information  it  supplied  one  is  ! 
disposed  almost,  even  now,  to  ask,  looking  i 
back  on  the  war  and  all  we  have  to  regret 
and  to  learn,  was  there  anj^thing  which 
the  Government  needed  which  the  Intelh-  I 
gence  Department  did  not  tell  them  ?  | 
Certainly  so  far  as  facts  were  concerned,  I 
almost  nothing.    The  only  criticism  that ' 
could  be  made  against  the  Department ' 
was  that  in  one  or  two  particulars  it  did 
not  seem  to  express  a  right  opinion  ;  but ' 
as  regards  the  supply  of  material  facts  | 
there  is  no  criticism  to  be  made.    Take,  ' 
for  insteace,  the  Beport  of  the  Intelligence 
Departanent  immediately  after  the  Jame- 1 
son  Baid.    The  Department  seem  to  have 
appreciated  the  signiBcance  of  that  raid. 

Mr.  liobsm. 


They  exercised  to  a  certain  degree  an 
intelUgent  anticipation  as  to  the  conse- 
quences that  might  ensue,  and  they  there- 
fore began  at  once  to  warn  the  Govern- 
ment. Major  Altham  pointed  out  what 
the  result  of  the  raid  had  been  on  the 
relations  between  the  Orange  Free  Stat« 
and  the  Transvaal,  and  there  were 
no  less  than  a  series  of  twelve  other 
full  and  admirable  reporte  from  the 
Intelhgence  Department  in  1896  to  1899. 
They  are  brought  up  to  date  in  June, 
1899,  and  that  is  the  report  I  have  in  my 
hand.  Tlus  is  by  no  means  the  last,  but 
I  take  this  as  being  one  which  is  teeming 
with  wamingB  and  information.  It  begins 
by  giving  an  elaborate  account  of  all  the 
physical  difficulties  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
publics for  militery  operations,  and  then 
it  goes  on  to  speak  of  their  armament. 
We  remember,  when  the  war  broke 
out,  one  of  our  Ministers  expressed  pained 
surprise  at  the  excellent  arms  and 
these  Boer  peasants  possessed.  That 
with  most  people  conveyed  the  impression 
that  the  Government  were  really  sur- 
prised, but  the  Intelligence  Department, 
year  by  year,  ever  since  1892,  gave  sta- 
tistics of  every  gun  the  Boers  possessed, 
and  the  only  error  which  they  com- 
mitted was  to  make  tiie  warning  they 
gave  ratiier  stronger  than  it  need 
have  been.  The  Intelligence  Divi- 
sion warned  the  Government  that  the 
Boers  had  107  guns.  There  was  there- 
fore no  uncerteinty ;  the  problem  was 
not  indeterminate.  With  regard  to 
men,  the  whole  military  organisation 
of  the  Transvaal  is  desmbed  with  a 
lucidity  that  is  simply  marvellous.  Great 
stress  is  laid  on  their  mobility.  Another 
Minister  expressed  surprise  tha  not  only 
had  the  Boers  gun3  but  that  they  were 
mounted.  Yet  that  was  one  of  the 
mat  ers  upon  which  the  Intelligence  Divi- 
sion was  most  precise.  I  would  ask  the 
Hou  e  to  listen  to  one  sentence  that 
might  have  been  written  after  instead 
of  before  the  war —  * 

"  As  regards  mobility  it  must  be  recollected 
that  the  force  which  vas  defeated  at  Lainga 
Nek  and  Ingogo  waa  operating  on  foot,  and 
with  praotioalfy  no  mounted  troops,  against 
men  whose  hunting  experience  had  taogbt 
them  to  get  the  utmost  use  out  of  th«r  hones 
in  approaching,  surprising,  and  sorrouoding 
large  herds  of  wild  antelopes.  BforeoTer,  South 
AMca  is  of  all  counbia~pe^pBlt^e  most 
dangerous   in    ^''»it&)»a^MP^J4ntry  ta 
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oposate  in  without  a  soieaa  of  mounted  troops 
in  the  near  frcmt  and  on  thdr  fiaokB." 

And  then  it  goes  on  to  describe  l^eii 
tactics — tactics  which  we  all  became 
painfully  aware  of  during  tJie  course  of 
the  war — 

**  The  tactics  employed  by  the  Boers  were 
in  fact  SDch  as  they  had  learnt  by  hunting  ez- 
periencee  on  the  veldt.  Alike  in  attack  and  de- 
fonoe  they  acted  on  the  same  principle,  con- 
taining tns  «Demy*B  front,  wit&  a  thin  out  well 
postecf  body  tii  uiTmiBhera  tiiey  utilised  every 
told  of  ground  to  gallop  unseen  round  his  fluiks, 
and  then  leaving  their  horses,  which  are  trained 
to  stand  without  holders  under  cover,  gradually 
omusentrated  a  ring  of  overwhelmiog  fire  on 
their  objeotive." 

There  is  the  orif^  of  a  good  many  of 
those  painful  surrenders  which  it  pains 
us  even  now  to  remember  or  mention. 
That  was  a  very  precise  warning  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  these  surrenders  were 
likely  to  be  brought  about.  The  Report 
goes  on  to  ezpMn  the  skill  with  which 
they  take  advantage  of  cover  and  con- 
(sentrate  this  overwhelming  fire  on  their 
opponents  without  practically  the  loss 
of  a  single  life.  Turning  over  the  page, 
one  scarcely  knows  what  extracts  to  take 
from  it,  I  find  this— 

"  At  the  out«et  of  war  they  would,  no  doubt, 
boldly  take  the  offensive  against  Cape  Town  or 
Kimberley,  a  serious  engagement  would  uecee- 
sarily  ensue  before  our  columns  had  penetrated 
far  into  the  Republican  territory.  Defeat  in 
waxAk  an  engagement  would,  as  baa  bem  already 
said,  involve  sack  diuntegiation  of  tiie  Boer 
foroes  SB  to  terminate  the  war." 

Then  there  is  this  piece  of  information, 
and  I  wonder  what  we  should  have 
thought  if  we  had  known  that  the  €k>vem- 
ment  knew  this  before  the  war — 

'*  General  Jonbert  said  in  conversation  in 
Haroh,  1898,  that  a  scheme  for  anoh  offensive 
aotioQ  had  been  drawn  up  by  a  German  officer, 
but  was  not  yet  approved.  A  report  from  a 
reliable  source  dated  June,  1899,  states  that  the 
[weeent  Boer  plan  of  campaign  contemplates  a 
c<moeQtratioa  with  the  Free  State  forces  west  of 
the  Drakensberg  and  an  advance  on  Lady- 
smith  through  Van  Reeoans  Pass." 

So  that  before  the  war  broke  out  we  had 
the  Intelligence  Division  foretelling  the 
advance  against  Ladysmith ;  foretelling 
its  method  and  the  danger  of  such  an 
advance  to  this  country.  So  much  for 
means  and  methods,  though  I  might 
go  further  and  point  to  the  amoimt  of 
ammunition  they  had  accumulated  al- 
most to  a  round,  and  the  sites  where  that 
unmnnitbn  was  stored.  I  counted  my- 
self something  like  twenty-three  places. 


which  wookl  have  indicated  to  anybody 
except  the  Ministers  on  that  Bench  that 
a  guerilla  warfare  was  contemplated. 

I  now  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the 
Report  in  one  particular  respect,  which, 
I  Idunli;  outweigh  all  ot^er  considera- 
tions. The  most  material  tiling  to  be 
considered  by  t^  Qovemment,  boUi  in 
directing  operations  or  in  moulding  their 
diplomacy,  was  the  attitude  of  the  Orange 
Free  State.  That  is  the  matter  on  which 
their  ignorance  seems  now  to  be  most 
complete  and  profound.  They  knew 
nothmg  of  the  organisation  or  the  military 
armaments  or  men  of  the  Transvaal, 
but  their  ignorance  of  the  Orange  Free 
State  is  most  black.  Just  let  me  tell 
the  House  how  mattersstood  in  theOrange 
Free  State — that  is  a  very  important 
fact— after  the  peace  in  1881.  In  1881 
there  was  a  treaty,  offensive  and  defen- 
sive, between  the  Orange  Free  State  and 
the  Transvaal,  by  which  the  Orange  Free 
State  bound  itself  to  assist  the  Transvaal 
if  it  thought  the  cause  of  the  Transvaal 
was  just.  After  the  Jameson  Raid  that 
treaty  was  revised ;  it  was  made  again 
in  a  somewhat  different  and  a  slightly 
stronger  phraseology.  In  1897  there 
were  the  same  conditions,  entirely,  except 
that  the  Orange  Free  State  was  to  be  at 
libwty  to  withdraw  from  ofiensive  and 
defensive  operations  with  the  Transvaal 
if  they  thought  the  cause  was  unjust. 
That  is  to  say,  in  1897  the  Orange  Free 
State  bound  itself  to  act  with  the  Trans- 
vaal unless  it  could  show  or  prove  the 
quarrel  was  unjust.  That  was  the  only 
condition  on  which  the  Orange  Free 
State  could  avoid  the  obligations  cast 
on  it  by  this  treaty.  That  was  in  1897. 
Afterwards  came  a  long  period  of  hostile 
negotiations,  right  down  to  1899,  and  in 
June,  1899,  a  very  important  event  took 
place  which  had  the  greatest  bearing  on 
the  matter.  In  June,  1899,  there  was 
the  Bloemfontein  Conference.  The  pro- 
posal made  at  that  Conference  came  to 
be  considered  in  the  Free  State  Raad. 
Then  was  the  time  for  the  Orange  !^e 
State  to  make  its  treaty  absolute  or  let  it 
go  altogether.  If  the  Orange  Free  State 
had  said,  We  think  Mr.  Kruger's  cause 
is  unjust,  then  the  treaty  goes.  But 
after  the  Bloemfontein  Conference  the 
Orange  Free  State  Raad  passed  a  resolu- 
tion affirming  its  agreement  with  Mr.  Kru- 
ger  on  his'propo  alcijtebe)iy^@ifl*diebt 
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for  a  moment  then  that  Mr.  Eruger's  view  '  Gentleman,  addnssmg  his  constituentB  a^ 
wasalsotheviewof  the  Orange  Free  State.  I  Manchester,  referred  to  the  intention 
That  was  the  state  of  circumstances  in  the  Boers  to  precipitate  a  struggle  from 
June,  1899,  and,  as  all  of  us  know,  the  !  which  they  hoped  to  gain  some  national 
war  broke  out  in  October  of  that  year,  advantf^,  and  then  he  goes  on  and 
That  only  states  in  a  short  way  that  observes — 

which  is  stated  over  and  over  again  in  i  ,  . .  t 

au-  t  ti.  J.   iL    '       Thw  was  not  a  qaestKn  on  which  mt 

Hie  course  oi  inese  reports,  cnai  tne  ;  Government  had,  could  have,  or  ever  pre- 
Urange  Free  State  mtended  to  throw  in  <  tended  to  have,  special  meaus  of  iiifotma- 
tJieir  lot  with  the  sister  Republic,  and  tjon.  There  have  been,  and  there  may  be. 
Sir  John  Aidagh  said  that  this  agree- 


ment was  no  dead  letter.  Ample 
provision  was  made  for  joint  operations, 
and  Sir  John  Ardagh  goes  on  to  say  that 
apart  altogether  from  these  treaties  there 
was  already  ample  provision  made  for 
joint  operations,  and  that  in  fact  the 
Orange  Free  State  was  being  armed  at 
the  cost  of  the  Transvaal  with  armaments 
and  ammunition.  They  had  worked  out 
their  scheme  completely.  Sir  John 
Ardagh  sent  a  copy  of  a  resolution, 
passed  apparently  in  secret  session  of  the 
Transvaal  Baad,  that  they  must  arm 
others  besides  themselves.  There  was  no 
question,  therefore,  in  June,  1899,  as  to 

the  attituae  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  *  ««vernmeni  receiving  warnings  u« 
These  two  States  were  Wi  condition  of  ,  these  year  after  year,  month  after  month, 

touch  mg  imperial  peace,  and  neglecting 
them,  so  as  to  show  in  the  end  a  state 
of  hopeless  and  helpless  ignorance  soch 


pea 

be  talcen  into  the  confidence  of  the  Oovemnent 
of  the  day.  The  Government  of  the  day  may 
know  perfeeUy,  and  secretly,  facts  aboot  ihe 
intents  of  thU  or  that  foreign  Government  wliieh 
impose  on  them  a  certain  policy  whirli  the;  can- 
not communicate  in  any  fulnem  of  detail  to  their 
fellow  conntrymen.  But  in  this  case  there  were 
no  secrets,  everybody  was  on  an  equality.  The 
man  in  the  street  knew  hs  much  as  the  man  ia 
the  Cabinet.  If  I  held  the  view  that  |ieaoQ  wis 
a  pauilnUty,  I  held  it  with  the  great  nuss  of 
public  opinion," 

Just  imagine  a  statement  like  that  with 
these  twelve  reports  lying  apparently 
undusted  upon  the  shelves  of  some 
Qovemment  Department.  There  is  no 
parallel 'in  English  history  to  this  case 
of  a  Government  receiving  warnings  like 


absolute  solidarity.  What  then  did  the 
soldiers  ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
for  ?  They  wanted  to  know  what  the 
route  was  to  be  in  order  to  approach  the 
Transvaal,  and  that  question  was  not 
settleduntiltoolate.  On  28th November, 


as  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  showed 
at  the  end  of  1900.  He  was  not  the 
only  member  of  the  Cabinet  who  did  not 


1899,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ?PP/«^^f*  ^  ^ 

made  a  speech  at  Dcwsbury  in  which  he  ,  hv'^^T^Sj*"! 
explained  what  he  understood  to  be  the  "member  a  speech  of  the  late  ^me 
state  of  things  with  regard  to  the  Orange  ^mister  on  this  matter.   I  think  the 


Free  State, 
said — 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman 


**If  I  had  been  asked  two  months  ago 
whether  it  was  likely  we  should  be  at  war  with 
the  Orange  Free  State,  I  should  have  said  that 
yon  mighi  as  well  expect  us  to  be  at  war  with 
Switzerland.  They  were  local  friends  from 
whom  we  had  nothins  to  fear,  uid  who  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  us/* 

This  was  said  of  a  State  that  had  made 
an  ofiensive  and  dejEensive  alliance  for 
combined  offensive  operations  against  us, 
and  bad  intimated  that  they  made  their 
own  the  ca*««  h^i  of  their  neighbour. 


Duke  of  Devonshire  also  intimated 
that  so  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  had 
not  been  made  acqu  inted  with  the 
imminence  of  the  danger  arising  fitom 
the  Orange  Free  State.  Here  we  hftve 
got  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  Committee 
of  Defence,  and  it  would  appear  that 
these  reports  were  not  laid  before  that 
august  body.  I  daresay,  like  other 
bodies  which  are  to  be  constituted  under 
the  new  reform  scheme,  that  body  became 
too  august  to  be  active.  Neither  were 
the  reports  asked  for  by  the  First  Lord 


In  January,  1900,  the  First  Lord  of  the  1  of  the  Treasury.   Of  course  they  would 


Treasury  repeated  the  same  statement. 
Some  colleague,  perhaps  some  colleague 
connected  with  the  Colonial  Office,  might 
surely  have  warned  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mui  that  he  was  wrong.  The  right  hon. 
Mr.  Rcimon. 


have  been  produced,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  have  fo^otten  the 
existence  of  the  Intelligence  Department 
altogether.  It  was  no  momentary  lapse 
of  memory  such  as  might  oceor  with 
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anyone  engaged  in  the  absorbing  duties 
of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Leader 
of  this  House ;  it  was  a  fo^etfuhiess  that 
continued  for  three  and  a  half  years  of 
anxious  and  perilous  crises ;  it  was  not 
only  forgetfnlness,  it  was  a  feat  of  for- 
getiulness.  He  may  have  asked  for  them 
and  been  told  that  there  were  none.  I 
do  not  think  that  is  likely.  It  would 
have  been  a  grave  mistake  if  such 
a  thing  happened  in  this  case,  and 
one  would  have  nothing  more  to  say 
about  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
He  might  in  that  case  have  been  ex- 
pected to  ask  why  there  were  none,  but 
further  than  l^at  I  could  not  push  my 
criticism.  There  is  a  third  alternative 
which  I  mention  only  to  exclude,  that 
the  Prime  Minister  might  have  read 
these  reports  and  have  failed  to  appre- 
ciate their  importance.  That  certainly 
would  be  an  admission  of  incompetence 
greater  than  any  charge  I  have 
dared  to  make.  We  have  further  to 
ask  how  it  came  that  these  reports  were 
unknown  to  Ministers  of  such  importance 
as  the  Prime  Minister  and  others  ?  They 
were  sent,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  then  to  the  War 
Office,  with  covering  letters  drawing 
attention  to  their  contents  and  enforcing 
the  gravity  of  the  situation. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Birmingham, 
W.) ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  of 
importance  to  the  hon.  Member's  argu- 
ment, but  he  must  be  entirely  mistaken. 
There  may  be  some  particular  report 
which  came  to  the  Colonial  Office  first, 
but  reports  of  the  Intelligence  Officers  go 
to  the  War  Office. 

•Mr.  ROBSON:  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  correct  as  to  the  first  step,  but  that 
does  not  touch  my  argument  at  all,  I 
only  mention  the  subject  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  that  the  letters  accompanying 
the  documents  showed  that  the  Colonial 
Office  appreciated  the  gravity  of  the 
reports.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  how- 
ever, might  have  consulted  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire.  Was  that  done  at  all  ?  One 
cannot  understand  how,  if  there  was 
anything  like  specific  or  explicit  con- 
sultation between  the  Colonial  Secretary 
and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  the 


First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  should  have 

remained  as  ignorant  as  he  did  of  the 
information  contained  in  the  reports. 
But  the  ignorance — I  do  not  use  the  word 
offensively,  but  I  cannot  think  of 
another  adequate  to  the  occasion — of  the 
Fint  Lord  of  the  Treasury  with  regard 
to  the  intentions  of  the  Orange  Free 
State  was  symptomatic,  because  we  will 
see  that  the  soldiers  were  kept  waiting 
for  the  Government  policy  with  regard 
to  that  Republic.  The  question  of  the 
Orange  Free  State  never  seems  to  have 
been  put  forward  in  any  form  so  as  to  in- 
vite the  collective  consideration  and 
action  of  the  Cabinet.  Tbere  seems  to 
havebeena  remarkable  silence andreserve 
between  the  Departments  concerned  with 
regard  to  this  vital  matter.  How  comes 
it  that  it  was  not  more  fully  discussed 
between  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ?  It  might 
be  said  that  the  Colonial  Secretary 
did  not  in  those  days  habitually 
consult  his  colleagues.  That  is  his 
way.  That  may  be  so.  I  am  not 
going  to  criticise  his  action  on  any 
matter  of  that  sort.  That  is  a  matter 
which  affects  the  self-respect  of  his  col- 
leagues. But  there  is  another  point  of 
view — the  point  of  view  of  the  colonies 
and  this  country.  Remember  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was  responsible  for 
colonial  defence.  The  Colonial  Secretary, 
therefore,  with  the  War  Office,  ought  to 
have  insisted  on  having  adequate  sup- 
plies of  money  in  order  to  provide  that 
that  defence  was  not  neglected.  He 
could  not  possibly  expect  the  Treasury 
to  make  adequate  grants  of  money  unless 
he  did  his  b^t  to  make  them  realise  ex- 
actly the  state  of  affairs.  No  criticism 
except  of  a  favourable  character  can  be 
passed  on  the  lettets  which  the  Colonial 
Secretary  passed  to  the  War  Office.  He 
points  out  that  the  colonies  are  not  pre- 
pared to  meet  attack,  and  that  if  an  attack 
was  made  there  will  be  great  humiliation 
and  expense  to  the  Empire.  He  was 
warned  that  there  would  be  great  loss  of 
prestige  to  the  Empire  unless  these  warn- 
ings were  heeded  in  due  time.  He  knew 
the  danger.  Did  that  exhaust  his  duty 
or  end  his  duty  ?  I  venture  to  submit  it 
was  only  the  beginning.  The  danger  was 
pointed  out  in  1897  and  again  in  1898  ; 
they  could  not  escape  knowledge  of  it. 
These  reports  were  made — whether  to.  the 
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Colonial  Office  in  the  first  instance  or  not, 
certainly  they  were  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Department.  Therefore  he 
knew  the  danger.  I  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider whether,  in  the  events  that  followed, 
he  did  his  duty  in  making  his  colleagues 
realise  the  danger  as  it  was  commuoi- 
cated  to  him  ?  Collective  responsibility 
should  have  been  invoked,  for  this  ques- 
tion lay  near  the  root  of  all  other  delay. 
Iiet  me  follow  to  a  finish  this  story  about 
the  Orange  Free  State.  We  see  at  a  very 
much  later  stage — in  1899 — General 
Buller  begins  to  grumble  about  the  delay 
of  the  Government  in  making  up  their 
minds.  He  was  informally  appointed  in 
June,  1899,  when  he  was  at  Aldershot, 
a  busy  man  and  engaged  in  his  duties  as 
Commander  there.  His  formal  appoint- 
ment was  not  made  till  9th  October- 
two  days  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
This  is  what  he  said  in  that  interval — 

"  I  thought  the  qaeation  of  the  Orange  Free 
&t%te  afaoum  be  settled,  aad  that  notil  we  could 
make  a  tilan  of  oampalgn  we  ooold  not  get  on. 
I  was  alwajw  gmtnbUng  to  Wolseley  al»at  it. 
I  was  always  told  to  leave  the  Orange  Free 
State  out  of  aeoonnt." 

Lord  Lansdowne  says  that  he  did 
not  tell  him  that,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  we  accept  Lord  Lansdowne's 
word  as  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  as  likely  to  be  correct.  But  he 
never  told  General  Buller  to  take  tiie 
Orange  Free  State  into  acooant.  And 
remember,  almost  contemporaneous  with 
'  General  BuUer's  informal  appointment 
was  the  resolution  of  the  Orange  Free 
State  Raad,  which  made  it  perfectly  clear 
that  we  would  have  to  fight  the  Orange 
Free  State  if  we  entered  into  hostilities 
with  the  Transvaal.  Therefore  he  was 
not  told  the  plana  of  the  Goveminent. 
What  are  the  concluding  dates  on  this 
point  ?  There  was  a  report  in  June.  1899, 
and  on  the  8th  August  a  fresh  memorandum 
from  t  helntelligence  Department  by  Major 
Altham,  pointing  out — I  need  not  read  it ; 
it  was  the  same  in  substance — the  danger 
that  lay  in  our  path  in  regard  to  the  Orange 
Free  State,  and  the  urgent  importance  of 
deciding  at  once  what  the  English  policy 
in  regard  to  the  Orange  Free  State  uiould 
be.  No  act' on  is  taken  until  at  last  we 
get  to  the  23rd  September.  On  that  day 
General  Buller  says  he  was  "  suddenly 
told  he  might  put  forward  his  views  as  to 
the  route  "  to  be  taken.  War  broke  out 
on  11th  October ;  and  on  25th  September 
Mr,  liobson. 


there  appears,  so  far  as  the  evidence  is 
concerned,  the  first  glimpse  of  a  Cabinet 
consultation  on  this  subject.  A  Minute 
is  laid  before  the  Cabinet  by  Lord  Lans- 
downe, in  which  he  says — 

"The  question  of  the  Orange  Free  SUte 
oncht,  I  think,  now  to  be  faced  withoot  further 

delay." 

So  that  after  three  years  of  inexplicable 
and  inexcusable  delay  we  get  at  last  this 
decision ;  and  even  then  war  had  been 
thought  inevitable  for  at  least  three  weeks. 
In  another  part  of  the  evidence  Lord 
Lansdowne  was  asked  when  he  thought 
war  inevitable,  and  he  said  5th  September* 
Now  we  turn  from  this  statement  of  facts 
which  may  be  excused — we  may  be  over- 
whelmed with  rhetoric,  but  these  facts 
cannot  be  denied.  We  turn  from  that  to 
the  Bfimsteria!  defence.  That  Ministerial 
defence  appears  to  be  put  forward  by  the 
Prime  Minister  in  the  Hotel  Cedl  in  Norem- 
ber  last.  I  venture  to  say  that  rarely — 
never  in  the  history  of  this  country — has 
any  Ministerial  speech  excited  such  deep, 
universal,  and  bitter  resentment  among 
all  ranks  of  the  English  Army  as  that 
speech.  The  Prime  Minister  began  by 
saying  that — 

*' The  root  of  every  eomplatnt  was  that  we 
nnder-rated  the  military  task  before  ns." 

What  he  mean?  by  '*  we "  will 
I  be  seen  in  a  succeeding  extrac^  He 
I  continues — 

I  "AH  theao-c&lled  ftiiluresof  thewararow 
1  out  of  that  mtKalonlaldfHL" 

i  and — 

I  "The  impreMioQ  left  on  many  gentlemen 
'  after  reading  the  Report  is  that  the  War 

OfGcA  anthorities  had  not  taken  adv-antage  of 

the  information  Riven  by  the  Intelligenae 
I  Pepartnient,  and  that  if  they  had  thought  a 
I  little  more  about  tlieir  plan  m  campaign  that 
;  miscalcnlation   might  have   been  avoided. 

Personally "  (sav^  the  First  Lord  of  th^ 

Treasnry),  "  I  diffir  from  that" 

One  does  not  wonder  that  he  shoukl 
differ  from  that.  Mark  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  eays.  Here  is  a 
charge  made  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  not  having  made  up  their  minds 
on  a  political  -questirai  in  (nder  that  tiw 
soldiers  might  set  to  work  to  study  the 
,  military  question — 

*'  Oheerve,"  (be  says),  '*  that  in  so  saying  I 
I  am  offering  a  defence  not  for  the  Govemmaat 
but  for  their  military  advisers." 

I  and — 

"  We  tbouf^t  the  soldi«F».were  better  Judges 
I  tlian  oureelvea-'bigitized  byV^OOglC 
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Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Hear,  hear ! 

*Mr.  ROBSON  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
Bays  "  Hear,  hear."  Well,  ii  he  says  that 
he  thought  the  soldiers  were  better 
judges  ti^n  himself  he  i^ould  have 
followed  their  advice.  I  do  not  think  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  thought  the  soldiers 
were  better  judges  than  himself.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  continued — 

"  I  mean  to  do  my  best  to  defend  them."  ; 

Then  this  very  remarkable  defender  goes 
on  to  speak  of  "  the  error  the  soldiers 
made."    He  says — 

"  That  they  made  the  em>r  common  to  all 
regular  forces  *  of  underraluing  men  not 
organised  as  a  regular  army.  The  mistake  is 
in  the  first  place  one  of  which  the  whole  British 
militanr  profession  were  alike  suiltT,  if  Railtv 
bethew<5d."' 

I  think  "  guilty "  is  the  word ; 
but  not  as  applied  to  the  British 
Army.  Let  us  consider  the  Prime 
Minister's  action  in  saying  that  he  has 
defended  the  Army.  He  is  directly 
charged  with  making  a  serious  blunder, 
and  he  turns  to  his  military  advisers  and 
says — "  I  will  not  go  into  the  dock,  but  if 
you  go  in  I  will  ddend  you."  That  is  a 
very  ingenious  method  of  defence,  and 
one  which  this  House  should  very  care- 
fully consider.  Of  course  we  know 
that  in  effect  all  Ministers  are  responsible 
for  their  advisers  ;  and  we  know  that  that 
respouFibility  is  disregarded  by  the  Homte 
and  the  country  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
Uinisters  have  been  misled  by  their 
advisers.  Now  can  that  be  shown  here  ? 
Let  me  take  the  advice  they  got.  First 
of  all  we  have  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment. In  the  beginning  of  1897,  as  the 
result  of  the  Jameson  Raid,  Sir  J.  Ardagh 
said  that  they  ought  to  increase  the 
South  African  garrison  by  20,000  men. 
that  advice  was  not  taken.  Then  the 
Intelligence  Department  goes  on  to  warn 
them  in  1897  and  1898  and  tells  them  pre- 
cisely the  forces  that  ought  to  be  sent  out. 
In  April,  1897,  the  Intelligence  Department 
advised  the  Colonial  Office  that  there 
ought  to  be  at  least  three  regiments  of 
cavalry  and  two  batteries  of  artillery. 
The  Colonial  Office  communicates  that 
advice  to  the  War  Office.  That  advice  is 
considered  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  and 
by  his  colleagues,  and  Lord  Lansdowne 
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points  out  that  it  would  cost  half  a  million 
of  money,  and  he  says — 

'*  The  matter  waa  discussed  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain and  Lord  Lanedbwiie  with  ooUeaguee  uid 
the  expense  waa  thought  greater  than  waa 
jiutified  by  the  circnmstaneea." 

!  So  only  £200,000  was  given,  including 
sum  of  £36,000  already  spent.    But  h& 
' adds — 

"  This  would  not  be  a  molnle  force  and  it. 
I  could  make  do  pretence  of  anticipating  the 
I  Boers  at  the  numerous  points  indicated  by  Sir 
,  John  Ardagh." 

So  that  you  have  the  Intelligence  De- 
j  partment  and  the  soldiers  warning  the. 
\  Government   at   the   earliest  possibla 
'  date  and  indicating  the  necessity  of  whab 
{  no  doubt  was  a  serious  force.   I  am  not 
going  to  argue  here  how  the  serious 
political   situation  had  been  brought 
about ;  but  here  you  have  the  Govern- 
ment saying — *'  No,  the  expense  is  too. 
great,  and  instead  of  £500,000  we  cut  it 
down  to  £200,000,  and  even  that  is  to 
,  include  £30,000  you  have  already  spent."' 
That  was  in  1897.    The  garrison  waa 
I  substantially   increased   in    1897  and 
I  slightly  diminished  in   1898.    In  the 
latter  year  the  warnings  began  again  to 
the  Colonial  Office  and  the  War  Office, 
and  there  was  some  small  provision  of 
regimental  transport,  but  notiiing  further 
was  done. 

!    We   now  take   the   soldiers.  Ijord 
\  Wolseley  began  in  June,  1898,  to  warn 
,  them  and  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  set  about  unobtrusive  pre- 
parations  and  that  they  should  send 
out  certain  transport  which  would  be 
I  imnoticed.     Lord    Wolseley    also  re- 
,  commended  the  immediate  mobilisation 
j  of  an  army  corps  and  a  ravalry  divi- 
sion of  35,000  men  on  Salisbury  Plain. 
I  Of  course  that  was  a  very  serious  step, 
I  but  he  suggested  that  colour  might  be 
I  given  to  it  as  being  a  part  of  our  ordin- 
I  ary  military  (^erations.    It  had  long 
I  been  thought  desirable  that  we  ^ould 
have  an  experimental  mobilisation  of  an 
army  corps,  and  he  thought  that  even  if 
such  an  excuse  were  not  believed,  why 
then  at  least   the  mobilisation  would 
have  a  wholesome  moral  effect  on  the 
Boers.   I  only  call  attention  to  these 
facts  to  point  out  what  the  soldiers 
thought  of  the  situation.    That  was  in 
June.   On  the  7th  July, 
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letumed.  to  the  fray.  In  tlie  recom- 
mendations  which  he  made  in  his  June 
Memorandam  was  on^  that  contingents 
should  be  invited  to  co-operate  with  us 
from  Australia,  Canada,  and  New  Zea- 
land. I  think  he  is  entitled  to  the  credit 
of  that.  In  July  he  gets  urgent,  and 
•ays  that  he  would  recommend  at  a  very 
early  date  tiie  despatch  o{  10,000  men. 
He  also  recommended  the  Government 
to  commence  the  purchase  of  ponies. 
That  was  a  very  practical  recommenda- 
tion. How  much  was  lost  by  its  having 
b3en  neglected  ?  He  also  said  it  would 
be  advisable  to  get  a  transport  corps 
ready,  and  that  if  there  were  mobilisation 
it  would  greatly  increase  the  effective- 
ness of  onr  force  in  the  field.  He 
followed  these  recommendations  up  with 
subsequent  recommendations  about  buy- 
ing ponies,  carts,  mules,  and  wagons. 
Anyone  can  see  that  in  June  and  July  of 
1899  the  military  advisers  of  the  Govern- 
ment did-not  under-rate  the  task  before 
them.  So  far  from  under-ratiag  it,  they 
put  it  as  being  one  of  such  magnitude 
that  it  was  thought  by  the  Government 
to  be  out  of  all  reason.  They  were  afraid 
because  of  political  considerations  to 
follow  the  advice  of  the  soldiers ;  and 
these  are  the  very  Ministers  who  are  now 
sseking  to  throw  unmerited  blame  for 
the  disasters  of  the  war  on  the  soldiers. 

What  happened  in  July  1  By  way  of 
showing  how  urgent  the  situation  was, 
the  Boers  sent  100  cases  of  ammunition 
into  the  Orange  Free  State,  and  rifles 
and  ammunition  were  landed  at  Port 
Elizabeth  for  the  Orange  Free  State  axiA 
sent  on  by  llr.  Schreiner.  These  were 
public  facts;  and  why  in  face  of  them 
were  not  Lord  Wolseley's  recommenda- 
tions adopted  1  What  excufte  can  the 
Government  give  ?  It  might  be  said — 
and  it  is  an  excuse  to  which  I  would 
listen  with  the  greatest  deference— that 
it  was  very  desirable  not  to  make  provo- 
cative preparations.  That  is  in  general 
circumstances  a  sound  excuse.  It  would 
never  do  to  interfere  with  the  course  of 
peaceful  diplomacy  by  sending  out  an 
armed  force  if  it  was  desired  to  have 
any  fruitful  results  from  that  diplomacy. 
But  remember  in  adopting  that  line  and 
leaving  your  frontiers  unprotected  in 
order  not  to  be  provocative  you  must 
keep  your  diplomacy  in  accord.  But  so 
far  from  this  being  anything  like  a  valid 
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excuse,  the  Grovemment  as  a  fact  did 
send  out  more  men  in  August.   After  all 
these  warnings  they  got  as  far  as  to  send 
out  1,744  men  to  defend  onr  borders 
against  attack.   Everybody  knew  that 
such  a  force  was  ludicrously  inadequate; 
but  it  was  sent  out,  according  to  the 
admission  of  t^e  Government,  in  orda 
to  strengthen  their  diplomacy.   That  is 
an  end  of  all  the  talk  of  keeping  back 
reinforcements  lest  it  might  seem  pio- 
vocative.    You  sent  out   1,700  men; 
but  Lord  Wolseley  and  the  War  Office 
were  making  great  efforts  to  get  more. 
I  think  Lord  Lansdowne  offered  a  bat- 
talion for  Natal,  and  then  he  said  they 
could  only  have  half  a  battalion,  and  all 
this  time  our  borders  were  lying  abso- 
lutely undefended.    There  was  some  ar- 
rangement made  in  July,  not  involving 
any  substantial  expenditure,  for  supply- 
ing transport  duties,  but  the  10,000  men 
Lord  Wolseley  asked  for,  and  asked  for 
at  once,  were  not  even  ordered  until  the 
8tJi  of  September.  On  the  18th  August— 
I  am  following  the  dates,  as  that  may  be 
better  than  arguing  in  general  terms- 
Lord  Wolseley  wrote  again  ui^ing  the 
despatch  of  10,000  men,  and  saying  that 
it  would  cost  £500,000   but   that  it 
was  well  worth  it.   He  pointed  out  that 
the  Transvaal  continued  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  war.    In  August  it  is  only 
fair  to  mention  that  there  were  certain 
hopeful  intervals  in  the  negotiations, 
but  these  intervals  were  very  short,  and 
were  practically  closed  on  the  2\st  when 
the  terms  which  Mr.  Kruger  attached  to 
his  proposals  became  known  to  the  Grov- 
;  ernment,  because  they  were  regarded  by 
I  the  Government  as  wholly  inadmissible. 
!0n  the  24th  August  Lord  Wolseley 
:  wrote  a  Memorandum  to  which  I  uvite 
'  the  attention  of  the  House.    He  said — 

"  At  ihtf  moment  we  are  not  locally  prepared 
for  war,  so  if  it  comes  under  pruenr.  cireaio- 

j  Rtances  we  fihall  surrender  the  initiative  to 
Kruger,  and  in  no  recent  case  woald  tliat  initia- 

I  tive  be  more  likely  to  injure  our  national 

;  prestige." 

I  That  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office, 
I  and  on  the  26th  August  we  had  from 
I  the  then  Colonial  Secretary  a  speech 

which  I  am  sure  the  House  will  not  for- 
i  get.  He  used  in  it  the  metaphor  about 
I  the  squeezed  sponge.    Remember  what 

the  situation  was  at  the  time  that  speech 
j  was  made  by  the  Minister  responsible  for 
I  colonial  defene^t  JgfcfiV  WJ>^feld  that 
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oni  colonies  were  unprepared  to  meet 
an  attack,  and  moreover,  that  if  any 
■such  attack  were  made  it  would  be 
diaastrous,  not  merely  to  our  soldiers  but 
also  to  our  Imperial  prestige.  He  was 
told  also  that  our  enemy  was  well  armed, 
well  mounted,  and  resolute  to  defend  his 
national  existence  by  force  of  arms,  yet 
on  the  26th  August  we  have  the  then 
Oolonial  Secretary  making  a  speech  in 
the  highest  d^ree  provocative  and  almost 
oertun  to  precipitate  a  situation  full  of 
peril  toouTBelves.  We  have  him  flouting 
the  commonaenBe  advice  of  the  soldiers, 
and  remember  it  was  the  soldiers  who 
were  the  men  of  business  of  the  situation. 
They  knew  the  burden  of  responsibility 
that  would  fall  upon  them,  and  not  only 
that,  but  their  very  lives  were  at  stake, 
as  well  aa  the  honour  of  the  Army,  and 
consequently  they  were  entitled  to  be 
oonmdered,  and  we  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  a  Bfinister  would  not  precipitate 
and  provoke  war  by  a  spee^  of  that 
character.  Soldiers  by  no  means  object 
to  a  firm  front,  but  they  want  a  front 
made  firm  by  preparation,  not  a  paper 
front  consisting  of  provocative  speeches. 
The  public  were  eager  for  war — they 
tiion^t  that  speech  was  the  speech  of  a 
man  of  action,  but  they  did  not  know 
that  behind  ;all  this  platform  energy 
there  were  the  greatest  adminis- 
trative omissions,  and  they  did  not 
know  that  the  colleagues  of  the  then 
Oolonial  Secretary  had  actually  been 
left  for  years  in  blank  ignorance  of 
the  elementary  dangers  of  the  situation. 
They  did  not  know  that  by  this  very 
speech,  and  speeches  like  it,  the  soldiers 
were  being  prevented  from  getting  time 
for  which  they  were  vainly  asking. 
What  right  had  the  Colonial  Secretary 
or  any  other  Minister,  in-  view  of  the 
warnings  from  the  soldiers,  to  precipitate 
the  situation  against  them  and  to  force 
the  pace  at  a  time  when  they  were 
asking  of  diplomacy  that  it  should  be 
earefnlly  moderate  % 

See  what  followed.  One  cannot 
he^  wishing  that  instead  of  hectwing 
the  Boers  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman 
had  hectored  his  colleagues,  or  that 
even  without  hectoring  them  he  had 
given  them  a  little  more  information. 
On  the  6th  September  a  very  In^ortant 
minute  was  received  from  Sir  Redvers 
Boiler  in  which  he  said — 


"  There  muet  be  some  poriod  at  which  the 
military  and  diplomatio  forces  are  bron^t  ioto 
line." 

There  was  a  diplomatic  force  at  work 
here  which  it  was  very  difficult  to  bring 
into  line. 

"Before  diplomacy,"  he  added,  "proceeds 
to  an  ultimatum  the  militaiy  should  be  in  a 
poeitiou  to  enforce  it." 

What  an  astounding  statement  to  make 
to  this  Government.  It  had  never 
occurred  to  them.  The  War  Office  did 
not  know  bow  fast  diplomacy  was  mov- 
iug.  Then  (General  Buller  added — 

"  We  must  know  the  line  on  which  we  are  to 
advance," 

And  he  said  that  if  they  were  to 
take  the  Natal  route  50,000  men 
would  be  required,  leaving  the  Orange 
Free  State  out  of  account.  That  was  l^- 
fore  our  disasters,  which  greatly  increased 
tiie  magnitude  of  our  task.  No  sohlier 
contemplated  such  a  delay  in  the 
preparations  as  would  allow  the  enemy 
to  take  the  initiative  against  which  Lord 
Wolseley  warned  us,  nor  were  the  mili- 
tary authorities  made  aware  that  a  force 
would  be  required  not  only  for  the  defeat 
but  the  annezati(m  of  the  Transvaal, 
and  on  these  differences  as  to  Idie 
amount  of  men,  you  have  General 
BuUer's  message  which  he  sends  direct 
to  the  Prime  Minister.  On  the  same 
day  he  sends  one  to  Lord  Wolseley,  and 
there  he  seems  to  speak  of  the  order  that 
is  to  be  adopted.  He  says — 

"Enrly  in  Jaly  I  suggested  to  Lord  Lans- 
downe  that  the  officers  commandinK  in  South 
Africa  sbontd  be  invited  to  say  vii&t  troops 
they  required  to  enable  them  to  protect  our 
Colonies  from  inva»on  by  the  Orange  Fr^e 
State  or  theTnuisvaal.  »i  far  as  I  kuow  this 
has  not  been  done." 

Who  was  the  officer  Commanding-in- 
Chief  during  the  time  ?  It  was  General 
Butler.  What  is  the  first  thing  that 
would  suggest  itself,  not  to  a  Cabinet 
Minister  but  to  the  man  in  the  street, 
who  is  the  final  judge  of  appeal  ?  Thdt. 
at  least,  if  you  wanted  to  know  the 
magnitude  id  your  task  you  should 
write  to  the  Commander-in-(%ie{  in 
South  Africa.  He  was  not  consulted 
at  all,  although  I  suppose  he  has 
fallen  under  the  ban  of  the  Prime 
Minister  like  the  whole  of  the  military 
service  for  whose  miscalculation  he  sug- 
gests we  are  now  sufFering.  Lord 
Wolseley's  minute  of  the  same  day  is — 

"  FirHt  intimaiion  tliaLour  nei^tiations  have 
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Was  this  treating  the  soldiers  fairly  ? 
Lord  Wolfleley  then  says — 

"Caniiot  we  Btave  off  hoBtilities  for  five  or 
ux  weeks  T " 

That  waa  on  the  5th  September. 
Any  Parliamentarian  would  have  told 
him  that  you  cannot  stave  ofi  hostilities, 
that  there  are  other  forces  poshing  the 
pace.   And  then  he  goes  on  to  say — 

"We  have  oommitted  one  of  the  very 
^reateot  blanden  in  war,  we  have  given  oor 
«neniy  t^e  initiative." 

Whose  was  the  blunder  which  brought 
about  our  initial  losses  ?  Were  the 
soldiers  responsible?  Is  there  a  single 
Member  of  this  House  who  does  not 
recognise  the  sense  of  fairness  in  Lord 
Wolseley's  minute  about  the  initiative  ? 
That  blunder  and  the  failure  to  follow 
up  that  warning  which  was  the  root  of 
our  failure  was  a  politician's  blunder.  It 
was  the  Cabinet's  failure.  What  followed 
after  this  request  for  five  or  six  weeks 
delay.  There  followed  on  the  8th  of 
September  a  most  important  despatch 
which  set  out  oui  proposals  in  their 
final  form,  with  a  minor  indication  that 
if  thffy  were  not  accepted  there  would 
be  further  steps  taken  which  were  not 
very  obscurely  veiled.  One  might  call 
that  despatch  very  nearly  an  ultimatum. 
That  was  three  days  after  Lord  Wolseley's 
request  for  five  or  six  weeks  more  time. 
So  that  within  three  days  of  Lord 
Wolseley's  request  war  was  deliberately 
brought  nearer.  Lord  I<ansdowne  said 
then  he  thought  it  was  inevitable,  and  on 
that  date  10,000  troops  were  ordered 
out.  Lord  Wolseley  thought  first  of  all 
10,000  would  be  sufficient  with  one  army 
corps.  But,  in  advising  only  10,000  men, 
he  had  in  view  the  rapid  mobilisa- 
tion of  'an  army  corps.  Ten  thousand 
men  with  the  rapid  mobilisation  and 
despatch  of  an  army  corps  is  a  very 
different  .thing  to  10,000  men  sent 
unsupported.  Lord  Lansdowne  says 
Lord  Wolseley  pledged  his  word  that  the 
borders  of  the  colonies  were  now  safe 
until  the  arrival  of  reinforcements,  but 
Lord  Wolseley  was  never  asked  as  to 
this  by  the  Commissioners,  and  although 
I  do  not  doubt  Lord  Lansdowne's  word, 
I  think  too  much  has  been  made  of  that. 
But  did  the  10,000  get  out  there  before 
the  outbreak  of  war?   Not  completely. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  (Middle, 
sex,  Ealing) :  Ye8>  they  were,  tiie  hon. 

jifr.  B(Asm. 


Gentleman  Is  confusing  the  Indian  troops 
with  the  10,000.  The  Indian  troops 
were  there  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
war. 

*  Mr.  ROBSON  :  I  am  not  confusing 
anything.  There  were  out  of  the  10,000, 
5,600  who  came  from  India.  The 
rest  came  from  the  Mediterranean  and 
home  ports.  The  date  of  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  which  came  from  India 
were  between  the  5th  and  the  13th 
October,  and  the  troops  from  the  Medi- 
terranean and  home  ports  between  the 
17th  and  30th.  The  battle  of  Elands- 
laagte  was  fought  on  the  21st,  and  the 
war  broke  out  on  the  lltih.  But 
even  supposing  they  were  there  be- 
fore^ they  were  not  at  the  fnmt, 
but  at  Durban.  So  that  the  arrivals  go 
on  right  up  to  the  30th  October,  after 
some  of  the  most  vital  battles  had 
been  fought.  To  what  extent  the  troops 
were  delayed  after  arrival  in  getting  to 
the  front  I  am  not  expert  enough  to  say 
but  Durban  is  a  long  way  from  the  front. 
They  ought  to  have  been  sent  out  when 
the  general  at  the  front  could  make 
good  dispositions  of  them,  but  you  have 
them  arriving  after  the  date  when  one 
of  our  most  successful  generals  tells  you 
5,000  men  might  have  changed  the  whole 
aspect  of  the  war.  I  am  quite  indiffer- 
ent, if  it  can  be  shown  that  these  men 
were  in  South  Africa  on  such  a  date,  if  it 
cannot  be  shown  that  they  were  at  the 
front  fit  for  service. 

Now  I  take  the  question  of  the 
army  corps.  Very  few  facts  indeed  will 
be  enough  to  show  how  the  matter 
stands.  It  was  asked  for  in  June,  and. 
passed  over  through  July,  August,  and. 
September.  It  was  never  ordered  until 
the  7th  October.  It  took  four  montha 
to  prepare,  and  its  arrival  in  South  Africa 
was  not  completed  till  after  our  worst 
defeats.  It  might  have  been  prepared  in 
three  months  with  the  expenditure  of  one 
million  of  money,  but  the  money  required 
for  the  army  corps  was  not  obtained 
until  22nd  September,  nineteen  daje 
before  the  war  broke  out,  and  even  when 
the  money  was  provided  it  was  not  the 
whole  amount  but  £600,000.  The  whole 
of  the  money  was  not  sanctioned  until 
the  2»th.  Is  that  fair  to  Lord  Wolseley  1 
It  is  not  fair  when  yon  cM»idet  ^e  bnrden. 
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of  responsibility  cast  upon  him.  I  do 
not  blame  the  Treasury.  I  think  any- 
one who  goes  through  this  evidence  will 
rise  from  it  with  an  increased  feeling  of 
respect  for  that  Department.  The  Treas- 
uiy  are  the  prwerly  ooDstitDted  gnai- 
dians  of  the  pu^io  purse,  and  there  is 
no  case  tfaroaghout  all  the  evidence  of 
the  Treasury  being  responsible  for  any 
niggard  treatment  when  they  had  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  danger  of  the 
situation.  But  the  Treasury  did  not 
know  much  about  the  danger.  That  has 
been  my  complaint  against  the  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  that  he  ^d  not  in- 
vite or  compel  the  collective  action  of 
hia  colleagues  so  that  they  would  have  ^ut 
before  the  Treasury  representations  which 
would  have  secured  more  prompt  and 

rterous  expenditure.  That  finises  all 
have  to  say  with  regard  to  Lord 
Wolseley,  and  I  have  only  a  word  to 
add  in  reference  to  two  other  soldiers, 
who,  I  think,  ought  to  have  stnnething 
said  for  them.  The  first  is  General 
Buller.  General  Bulter  made  one  recom- 
mendation after  another.  On  6th  July  he 
said — 

"You  shonld  strengthen  the  garrisons  to 
the  extent  that  the  local  authority  there  think 
sufficient." 

That  was  not  done.  The  local 
autiiority — General  Butler — was  not  con- 
sulted. General  Penn-Symons  is  said  to 
have  been  consulted  and  to  have  recom- 
mended some  small  addition,  but  he  was 
killed,  and  therefore  we  have  not  heard 
his  evidence  on  the  point.  The  next 
recommendation  made  by  Genwal  Buller 
is,  "Make  up  your  mind  as  to  the  route." 
The  third  was,  "Commence  mobilisa- 
tion.** Kot  one  of  those  three  heads  of 
advice  was  carried  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment BO  far  as  General  Buller  was 
ooncemed. 

Then  as  to  General  Butler.  A  more 
remarkable  circumstance  than  that  con- 
nected with  the  name  of  G^eral  Butler 
is  hard  to  imagine.  He  wu  ^e  officer 
comttiatidlng'in-cUii'f  ttiorf  ;  hf  krn>w  the 
theatre  of  opi'nitions :  he  hail  been 
requeatt'i]  In  Dvc* mbfr.  IStlH,  to  finnv  up 
a  local  sclienie  oi  deiencc,  and  lie  iiad 
doDCi  it.  It  was  not  a  scheme  of  defence 
adem)Ate  to  meet  invasioD.  No  rojurst 
of  ttMbttort^wafl  evar  made  to  O^DF  ial 
Butler  or  ai^ybody  else  in  Bout^ 
AbdcA,  he  iras  simply  ask^  to  formulate 

VOLOCXIX.*  [E^ffOWR  S?^] 


a  scheme  of  defence  upon  existing  condi- 
tions and  with  the  materials  then  in  South 
Africa.  That  is  the  ordinary  method. 
Colonial  governess  and  generals  are  not 
allowed  to  frame  schemes  of  defence  as 
if  they  had  an  unlimited  command  of 
troops ;  they  have  to  frame  their 
schemes  according  to  the  troops  at  their 
command — to  cut  their  coat  according 
to  their  cloth.  He  was  never  asked 
to  make  a  considered  estimate  as  to 
what  force  would  be  required  in  view 
of  the  contingencies  of  war  and  annexa- 
tion which  were  then  appearing  on  the 
horizon.  Why  he  was  not  asked  I  do  not 
inquire.  He  told  the  CommissicHi  that 
in  conversation  with  his  staff  he  had 
often  expressed  the  opinion  that  50,000 
or  100,000  men  would  be  required  to 
deal  adequately  with  the  Soutii  African 
situation.  It  is  a  thousand  pities  the 
Govemnient  did  not  ascertain  hia 
(^inioi^and  tiie  grounds  for  it.  . 

These  are  the  facts.  I  [need  not  adci 
to  them  by  rhetoric;  they  speak  for 
themselves.  But  I  would  add  this  word 
of  warning.  Are  these  Ministers  fit  to 
be  chosen  as  the  Ministers  by  whom 
even  our  commerce,  and  trade,  and 
industry  are  to  be  turned  into  sub-de- 
partments of  the  War  Office — because 
that  is  what  we  have  got  to  expect.  I 
hope  the  incompetence  and  neglect  which 
is  now  made  clear  will  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  the  English  people  and  this 
House  profiting  hy  it.  It  is  perfectly 
idle  for  us  to  listen  to  such  a  story  as 
the  Commissioners  have  unfolded  and 
say,  "Oh,  let  bygones  be  bygones." 
Hiat  will  not  do.  We  see  already 
from  the  new  proposals  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  War  Office  that  you 
cannot  let  bygones  of  this  sort  be 
l.y^fones.  The  Prime  Minister  who 
knew  nothing  about  the  Orange  Free 
State  is  now  to  be  almost  Commander- 
in-Chief,  and  the  Ministers  who  have 
proved  themselves  so  negligent  and  reck- 
less in  dealing  with  Imperial  peace  are 
now  to  be  invited  to  deal  on  War  Office 
principles  and  methods  with  the  in- 
dustry and  subsistence  of  the  English 
people.  Let  us  take  care  that  the 
negligence  which  has  been  disclosed  in 
one  Department  is  not  allowed  a  free 
hand  to  operate  in  all  Departments.  I 
b^  to  move.     _     _   .      ^  i 
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*Db.  HACNAMARA  (Gamberwell.  N.) : 
I  should  have  be^  glad  if  I  could  have 
BsoondedtiusAmendmentfromtheOoveni' 
ment  Benches,  because  then  I  should 
have  escaped  any  charge  of  partisanship. 
But  I  can  honestly  disclaim  any  Party 
motive,  as  the  matter  involves  the 
gravest  national  and  patriotic  issues, 
and  I  feel  with  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  that  if  we  pus  over  tiie  defects 
which  have  been  disclosed  our  future  as 
a  nation  is  sealed.  We  cannot  afioid 
to  let  bygones  be  bygones.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  speaking  at  laver- 
pool  on  21st  Janoaiy  last,  said — 

"Some  peopte  may  interest  themaelves  in 
assigning  tbe  putieufar  reaponsibility  for  what 
is  good  or  for  what  is  evil  under  the  circom- 
ntanoea  which  are  commented  opon  in  that 
Report.  I  do  not  myself  take  a  very  lively 
interest  in  Uiat  task  of  distributing  the  reeponsi* 
Inlity.  In  the  firat  place,  I  do  not  think  really 
that  the  pablicat  large  very  much  care.  They 
are  very  sorry  it  happenea,  but  I  Uiink  tha 
thing  they  care  about  least  is  to  so  back  now 
to  the  qnestitn  of  reaponnbility. 

I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
entirely  wrong.  The  public  do  care 
about  fixing  the  responsibility.  The 
Prime  Hiniirter  much  more  accurately 
summed  up  the  situatiim  when  he  said 
on  November  27th  last — 

"  What  is  the  view  at  the  present  moment  of 
tiie  man  hi  the  stnwt.  ...  I  think  his  view  is 
that  ^»  recent  war  and  the  Commission  wliich 
hab  sat  upon  the  war  have  shown,  at  all  events, 
if  they  have  nothing  else,  that  before  the  war 
then  was  culpaUe  n^ligence,  and  that  during 
the  war  there  was  a  deplorable  breakdown." 

That  is  exactly  what  die  man  in  the 
street  does  say,  and  with  great  justice. 
He  canno  tf  ail  to  remember  ^at  25,000  of 
his  sons  and  brothers  were  either  killed  in 
action  or  died  of  wounds  or  disease ;  that 
another  25,000  have  come  home  broken 
in  health  and  constitution  to  be  a  burden 
to  themselves  and  their  relatives  for  all 
time;  and  that  of  those  60,000  a  voty 
large  number  were  timo'expired  reser- 
vists, who  before  the  war  broke  out  had 
left  the  colours,  entered  into  civil  occu- 
pations, and  had  wives  and  families 
dependent  upon  them  for  support.  More- 
over, he  thoroughly  agrees  with  the 
findiiog  of  the  Gonmussion  on 
where  it  says — 

**  It  oeitainly  appears  now  that  with  a  greater 
amount  of  forethought  in  arrangements  gener- 
ally, in  the  provision  of  stores  and  equipment, 
and  with  the  addition  of  perhaps  anotiier 
Brigade,  the  sitw^on  in  Natal  might  have 
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been  so  strengthened  that  tjie  whole  course  of 
the  war  must  have  been  altered." 

I  aide  Uembers  of  the  House  to  carry 
their  memories  back  to  the  dark  open- 
ing days  of  January,  1900.  The  war  had 
been  raging  for  three  months;  6,000 
British  txoops  lay  dead  on  the  fields  of 
Glencoe,  Belmont,  Graspan,  Modder 
Biver,  StOTmbei;^  Hagezsfimtein,  and 
Colenso;  Maf  eking.  Lady  smith  and 
Kimberley  were  invested,  wdthepei^le 
in  this  country  were  filled  with  sujr^se, 
disappointment,  and  despondency.  They 
were  asking  one  another  how  it  was  that 
we  did  not  know  the  enonuons  character 
of  the  Boer  preparations ;  tmd,  above  all, 
with  regard  to  the  investment  of  Lady- 
smith,  they  were  asking  one  another, 
'*  How  is  it  the  Goremment  was  not 
advised  of  the  possession  by  the  Boets  of 
the  Long  Tom  guns  wbicfa  outclassed  our 
guns  every  time  ?  "  The  Prime  Minister 
at  the  close  of  thatdark  week  addressed  his 
constituents,  and  his  first  answer  to  the 
criticisms  was  that  he  did  aot  think  ^ 
Boers  would  fight.  His  words  were— 

"  If  we  were  wrong  in  thinking  war  improb- 
able, we  erred  with  the  great  mass  of  opmioD 
instructed  on  South  Afri^n  a£hira." 

The  same  position  was  taken  up  by 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary.  Let  us  see 
if  we  comprehend  how  the  matter  stands. 
My  hon.  and  learned  friend  might  with 
advantage  have  gone  into  greater  detail 
with  regard  to  the  remukable  statement 
of  the  Intelligenoe  Division.  liieut.- 
General  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholstm  handed  in 
this  statement — 

"  The  Intelligence  Diviuon  pxepamd  and 
submitted  during  years  1S96-W  reports  con- 
cerning— 

(aj  The  military  preparations  of  t^e  Boers, 

melndlng  their  armaments  and  fbrts. 
{b)  The  number  of  &;hting  men  the  Boots 
would  place  in  the  Gdd  at  tbt  cam- 
mencement  of  hostilities, 
(c)  The  political  and  military  relations 
existing  between  the  South  African 
Republic  and  the  Free  State, 
(i^  The  offensive  plans  of  the  Boers  and 
the  probability  that  Natal  and  Kim- 
berley would  form  their  objectives. 
The  IntelligeDoe  Division  urged  repeatedly, 
from  a  military  point  of  view,  the  expediency 
of  defensive  preparations  in  South  Africa." 

Then  I  read  latw  on — 

"A  memorandum  written  by  Sir  John 
Ardagh  in  October,  1896,  entitled  'The 
Transvaal  Boers  from  a  military  point  of 
view '  examined  the  existing  situation  in 
South  Africa.  It  pointed  out  that  the  South 
African  Republic  was  jpendingi  that  year 
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£2,350,000  on  militarT  preparations,  inelading 
tiie  movision  of  artuleiy,  riflet,  ammanition, 
and  tortiScations, '  ibat  this  lai^  ezpenditore 
ean  have  no  other  ex]planation  than  an  antioi* 
pation  of  war  or  an  intention  of  agressions 
against  this  eonntry  (uid  its  anpremaoy  in 
Soath  Africa.'" 

Hut  was  in  1896.  Daring  the  whole 
of  1896-97-98-99,  ptaotioaUy  weekly, 
despatches  giving  the  mcoA  precise 
dewriptions  of  the  Boei  forces,  were 
ooming  home  from  South  Africa.  I  am 
sorry  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  is  not 
in  Us  place*  because  he  challenged  the 
statement  that  they  were  sent  direct  to 
the  Colonial  Office.  I  think  he  must 
have  been  in  error  there,  because  the 
great  bulk  of  than  are  headed :  "  Sir  A. 
Milner  to  Mr.  Chamberlain."  They  are 
too  voluminous  to  go  into  in  detail, 
but  one  of  them  bc&ve  me  is  w^th 
reading. 

Here  is  the  substance  ol  what  Mr. 
Cbeene  said  on  7th  I^brouy,  1898 — 

*' I  untold  that  there  are  now  109,000  rifles 
in  the  magazine  at  Pretoria,  independent  of 
stock  in  dLstrict  magazines,  and  it  is  therefore 
diffieolt  to  nndentand  how  any  fnrtfaer 
auppUee  oan  posribly  be  necessary.  It  i*.  how- 
ever, clear  that  the  Govemmeat  do  not  share 
this  visw,  for  they  recently  dispatched  an 
(urd«r  to  Messrs.  J^noeh  for  8,000  rifles,  as 
reported  in  my  secret  dlspatdi  of  the  16th 
alt.,  and  I  am  told  that  they  now  propofle  to 
^aoe  another  rader  for  arms  with  Messrs. 
Webley  of  Birmingham,  a  member  of  that  firm 
to  be  invited  to  oome  ont  here  and  enter  into 
a  contract.  Moreover,  the  Government  are, 
I  hear,  pr^ared  to  mre  orders  for  the  latest 
imiHovementa  in  Mid  artUlery,  and  quick- 
flnng  guns— the  orders  for  artinery  to  go  to 
Germany,  and  those  for  small  arms  to 
Birmingnam."    -i      •   H  bhe.\ 

That  is  a  characteristic  despatch,  and 
the  despatches  in  1896,  1897,  1898,  and 
1899  axe  full  of  statements  of  that 
nature.  I  am  takiiig  no  evidence  that 
has  been  challenged  or  contradicted,  or 
tibat  has  in  any  way  been  implied  in 
the  course  of  this  Commission.  Take  the 
evidence  of  Sir  William  Butler.  In 
question  13617  Viscount  Bsher  asks  Sit 
William  Butler— 


in  one  sentence,  of 
ihe  Government?" 


"  What  was  the  essam 

the  whole  of  your  advice  I 

And  his  reply  was — 

"FoUowinff  the  close  of  the  Bloemfontein 
Conference,  I  sent  a  series  of  telwrams  ami 
deapatohes  to  the  Wv  OflBoe,  in  which  I  extend- 
ed to  the  utmost  limits  of  official  UDgpage  my 
vamiDgs  of  what  wrar  with  the  DatchSepnblios 


and  the  Dutch  race  generally  in  South  Africa 
would  mean.  I  think  I  am  within  the  meaning 
of  those  oommnnioations  when  1  aver  that  the 
gravity  of  the  warnings  therein  given  ounld  not 
easily  nave  been  greater. - 

I  turn  now  to  Vtce-Admiral  Harris,  who 
was  in  command  at  the  Gspe  in  1889-90 
He  was  asked  by  the  Chairman  the 
following  questions  and  gives  the  follow* 
ing  aosmrs— 

"  In  1889,  were  any  preparations  made  for  the 
war  <m  its  outbreak  t — Vrom  a  naval  point  of 
view,  yes. 

"18969.  Atwhatdateweretbose preparations 
made? — Abont  August  I  began  to  aasemble  the 
ships  in  my  vqnadron  and  put  them  all  tbrongh 
a  UMWovgh  oonise  of  docking  and  repair  m 
readiness  for  any  onergenoy. 

"18900.  Was  that  on  instmotions  from  home? 
— No^  I  did  it  on  my  own  initiative,  on  what  I 
imagined  was  eommg.  >  Of  conrse,  I  was  in 
ooDSoltation  with  Lora  Milner  as  weU. 

'*  18961.  Bnt  there  ware  no  in«tmoti(ms  from 
h(HneT— Thwe  were  no  instmctions  from  home 
until  immediately  bafm  the  outbreak  of  the 
war. 

"lH0e2.  Whatpreliminarylknowledgethenhad 
you  of  the  matter?— It  was  a  mattw  of  very  com- 
mon conversation  in  Cape  Town  that  the  Boers 
were  preparing  for  war.  That  was  in  June  ;  and 
on  July  I  vr&s  shooting  near  Port  Elisabeth  and 
met  several  EugliBh  farmers  of  that  district 
who  told  me  that  they  were  absolutely  certain 
from  what  they  knew  of  their  Dutch  ot^leagnes 
that  tiiey  were  preparing  for  war.  Following 
that  np  again  I  went  up  we  Ktver  Maputa,  on  a 
shooting  expedition  nominally,  bnt  for  another 
purpose  really,  and  there  I  came  across  a  Ehitch 
farmer  named  Kotse,  who  travelled  oooBtantly 
in  the  Orange  Kiver  State  and  the  TrsnHvaal, 
and  he  asked  to  speak  to  me  privately.  He 
sud  to  me,  'Well,  Admiral,  I  may  tell  yon 
this  in  confidence.  The  Bona  are  eertain  to 
make  war  directly  the  grass  comes  in  October.' 
I  said,  '  What  is  your  reason  ?  *  And  he 
said,  '  I  travel  about  from  farmhonse  to 
farmhouse,  and  they  all  tell  me  war  is  coming.' 
I  naturally  made  a  note  of  thatand  tet^raphed 
it  to  Lord  Miber.'* 

I  torn  from  Vioe-Admiral  Harris  to  Sir 
Andrew  Noble,  the  Chairman  of  Sir 
William  Armstrong,  Whitwwth  and  Co, 
On  page  484  of  the  same  volume  of  evi- 
dence he  says — 

"  Naturally,  I  heard  a  good  deal  from  Conti- 
nental makers  of  artillery  and  fr<nn  otiiet 
son  roes  of  what  was  goin;  on  in  the  Tnmsvsal ; 
but  I  believe  that  information  was  open  to  al- 
most everyone  who  cared  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  subject.  Having,  moreover,  served  in  South 
Africa  myaelf,  I  knew  sometbingof  the  country 
and  I  saw  the  authorities  at  the  War  Office,  and 
pointed  ont  that  the  guns  that  were  being  im- 
ported into  the  Transvaal  conld  be  intmdcHl 
to  be  used  against  no  country  except  ^is 
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And  latet  on  he  says— 

"I  had  known,  OMtaioly  for  three  yean, 
of  thfl  prcMTfttionB  going  on,  uid  I  bad  rap- 
poaed,  perhapa  imorantly,  that  the  same  infer 
matiou  waa  at  the  diapoaal  of  the  dUnnet." 

And  then  Sir  Qeorge  Gbldie  says  to 

him — 

"  If  that  information  was  at  th«  diapoaal  of 
the  Cabinet,  do  you  think  they  onuht  to  tiave 
made  some  fntther  preparations  earlier  than  at 
the  time  at  which  you  spoke  F  Sir  Andrew 
Noble  replied :  That  waa  what  I  preased." 

Then  the  Chairman  said  to  Sir  John 
Azdagh  on  page  213  — 

"  I  think  we  had  it  in  the  statement  from 
the  Intelligence  Diririon  that  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  having  bad  reports 
communicated  to  him,  expressod  bis  aeknow- 
ledgments  of  Uieir  value  on  two  occasions  in 
Iwi !— Yes,  the  Intelligence  Department  was 
in  very  constant  communication  with  the 
Colonial  Office,  in  fact,  it  always  is,  but  at 
that  time  more  so  than  usnal. 

6047.  So  that  the  Government,  so  far  as  your 
responsibility  were  fully  informed  of  the  view 
is  c<moemea,  that  vou  took  of  the  poeition  in 
South  Africa!— I  think  I  may  say  that  they 
were  quite  fully  informed." 

Now  let  me  take  one  eztraot  from  Lord 
Lansdowne.  The  Chairman  asked  him 
the  following  question — 

"  21101.  So  that  the  Cabinet  were  aware,  as 
is  brought  out  in  theae  papers,  that  the  Boers 
were  makine  warlike  preparations  which 
could  wily  be  intraded  for  war  with  this 
country  as  eariy  aa  1898  at  any  rate  I— 
Lord  Lansdowne B  reply  is:  Certainly." 

In  the  Report  itself,  paragraph  56,  page 
SO,  it  is  recorded — 

'  ■  The  consideration  of  the  official  records  and 
the  relative  evidence  sufficiently  establishes 
the  main  fact  that  for  at  least  three  years 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  Intelligenoe 
Department  of  the  War  Office  had  been  fnlly 
aware  of  the  warlike  preparations  in 
the  Republics,  and  had  recognised  that 
the  only  object  of  these  preparations  could 
be  to  provide  for  hostilities  with  Uie 
British  Government.  If  then  the 
outbreak  of  war  found  ns  unprepared,  it  is 
necessary  to  discriminate  between  the  caoses 
which  contributed  to  nn preparedness." 

What  I  cannot  understand  is  how,  with 
the  information  at  their  disposal,  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  late  Colcmial 
Secretary  clung  to  the  last  moment  to 
the  belief  that  the  Boers  did  not  mean 
business,  and  did  not  mean  to  fight. 

Let  me  go  back  now  to  the  Prime 
Minister's*Bpeech  of  8th  January,  1900. 
The  first  statement  he  made  was  that  he 
did  not  think  the  Boers  would  fight,  and 
his  second  assertion  was,  that  if  they  did 
fight  preparations  had  been  made  on  a 
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scale  sufficient  to  meet  any  foroes  that 
were  likely  to  be  arrayed  against  ns  in 
the  field*  according  to  our  military  ad- 
visers.  The  Prime  HiniBter  said— 

'Looking  back  tmparUally,  I  say  tha  the 
steps  we  took  were,  in  the  state  of  our  know- 
ledge, sufficient  steps." 

That  justifies  me  in  saying  that  the 
Prime  Minister's  view  was  that  if  the 
Boers  were  to  fight  the  preparations  were 
on  a  scale  consistent  with  the  description 
of  the  foroes  given  by  the  military 
advisers.  At  the  Hotel  Cecil  last  Novem- 
ber the  Prime  Minister  said — 

"  It  was  in  the  fact  that  the  task  before  us 
was  proved  to  be  far  greater  than  say  untie, 
military  or  civilian,  had  ever  mtggested  tiiat 
what  are  now  called  the  deplorable  War  Office 
blunders  really  have  their  origin.  X  am  sot 
going  to  make  the  smalleet  apology,  or  attonpt 
the  smallest  excuse,  for  anything  that  went 
wrong  in  the  war." 

That  waa  the  second  defence.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  everybody  war 
astonished  at  the  nature  of  the  was 
preparations,  and  particularly  at  the 
range  and  capacity  of  the  Boer  big  guns. 
The  late  Lord  Salisbury  was  asked  in 
January,  1900,  in  the  House  of  Loida, 
how  it  was  he  did  not  know  that  the 
Boers  had  these  quick-firing  and  big 
guns,  and  he  replied — 

"The  guns  were  generally  introduced  in 
boilers  and  looomotivea,  and  the  monitions  oi 
war  were  introduced  in  piano  caaea  and  tubs. 
We  had  no  power  of  Bean»,  we  had  no  power 
of  knowing  what  munitions  of  war  were  aent  in. 
We  know  it  now  ;  we  have  the  best  reasons  for 
knowing  it.  But  that  we  knew  it  to  the  extent 
to  whion  it  existed  in  June  bat  I  entirdy  deny." 

Lord  Salisbury's  "June  last"  is  themonth 
of  June,  1899 ;  and  this  is  the  date  of 
the  compilati<Hi  of  that  marvelloDs  hand- 
book by  Sir  John  Ardagh,  which  has 
already  been  referred  to  and  which  tabn- 
lated  in  the  most  specific  and  detailed 
way,  and  with  extraordinary  exactitude, 
the  whole  of  the  Boer  armaments  and 
the  number  of  men  they  would  be  likely 
to  put  in  the  field.   Take  the  big  gans. 
j  With  the  accuracy  of  a  trade  prospectus 
I  there  is  a  description  given  of  the  Long 
I  Toms,  the  Erupps,  the  Howitzers,  the 
I  Nordenfeldts  and  the  Hotchkiases.  That 
I  hand-bo^  states  that  the  Boers  had  107 
big  guns,  and  all  of  them  are  described 
most  accurately.   It  appears  from  the 
papers  captured  from  the  Boers  after  the 
\  war,  that  in  September,  1899,  they  really 
^'^  ^9  big|un^^^^^gjJand-book 


405     King's  Speech  {Motion     {4  Fiebruart  1904}        for  an  Address).  406 


described  them  as  having  107.  The  same 
w<^placed  the  Boera'  maohine  guns  at  34, 
aad  Oieir  papras  showthat  they  possessed 
27.  It  placed  small  anas  at  87,264,  and 
the  papeis  at  the  close  of  the  wai  showed 
the  total  to  be  96,661,  and  12,000  of  these 
were  obsolete.  Small  arms  anunonition 
was  estimated  in  this  hand-book  at 
33,000,000  rounds,  while  the  papers  cap- 
tared  showed  that  in  September,  1899, 
the  total  was  33,060,000  roonds.  I  have 
never  read  of  any  case  where  tJbe  descrip- 
tion has  been  so  minutely  accurate,  and 
this  hand-book  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government  foor  months  before 
war  broke  out.  This  hand-book  said  that 
the  Boers  could  place  in  the  field  47,600 
men,  and  The  Times  "History  of  tiie 
Wax  *'  estimates  tiie  highest  number  of 
Boeis  erer  in  tiie  field  at  one  time  at 
45,000  men.  Hie  Report  says  nothing 
more  than  it  should  say  when  it  states — 

"  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  epitome  of 
the  "Military  Notes"  that  the  information 
givea  thereia  has  been  proved  by  after  eveats 
to  have  been  generally  accurate,  and  that  it 
sufficed  to  give  a  correct  impression  of  the 
namerteal  stieniith,  armament,  wd  plans  of 
the  Boers.** 

I  ask  why  did  not  the  Ministers  of 
llw  Cabinet  make  themselves  more 
aoqoainted with  the  facts?  LordLans- 
downe  does  not  appear  to  have  been  very 
well  acquainted  with  them.  I  see  from 
Sir  Ralph  Knox's  evidence  that  it  was 
not  mentioned  at  the  debates  <^  the  War 
Office  Council.  The  Prime  Hiaister 
■aid — 

"  We  took  such  Btepi  as  in  the  state  of  oar 
knowledge  were  sufficient." 

I  tluak  that  the  state  ci  the  Govern- 
ment's knowledge  might  have  been  very 
mvch  more  complete.  Again,  in  a  speech 
on  8th  January,  1900,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said— 

"  I  do  net  balicnre  it  will  evw  be  maintained 
that  tko  army  we  have  sent  into  the  field  is 
inadeqaatelj  equipped  with  any  of  the  modem 
raqniraaeots  or  any  reiiairement  which  the 
progress  <rf  inventioa  has  shown  to  be  neoessary 
u  the  easa  of  a  modern  army." 

Now  there  are  literally  hundreds  of 
export  contaradictions  of  that  statement. 
I  take  Lord  Roberts.  He  says— 

'*  In  the  way  of  artillery  we  were  oonsider- 
aUy  behind  other  Enropean  nationa  at  the 
oommuuMment  of  the  war.  It  was  not  until 
German  guns  were  plaoed  in  the  hands  of  our 


artillery  officers  that  they  reoogniaed  how  far 
the  Germans  were  in  advance  of  ourselves  as  to 
quick-firing  guns." 

I  UJce  Sir  Henry  Bra<^enbary  who 
says — 

"We  had  no  quiek-firing  ininB  in  South 
Africa  ontil  we  sent  oot  sooie  4*7  kuob,  and  the 
Navy  eent  np  their  4*7  qaick-flnng  guns  also 
and  12-poander  qniok-firing  gone." 

I  take  Sir  Ralph  Knoz— 

"I  do  not  think  we  sometimes  take  the 
trouble  to  find  what  the  improvements  are, 
otherwise  we  would  never  have  gone  to  South 
Africa  with  the  gons  we  had.*' 

I  t^e  General  Plumer — 

"  The  gnus  I  had  up  to  the  relief  of  Mafekiug 
were  of  various  and  mostly  of  <^d  patterns,  and 
were  inefieotive.  We  had  seven  guns  and 
twelve  machine  guns ;  oat  oS  seven  guns  three 
only  were  effieient." 

1  take  one  point  that  has  come  up  in 
the  debate  this  afternoon.  The  Prime 
Minister  said  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  that 
the  Government  thought  soldiers  were 
the  beat  advisers.  Therefw^  the  argu- 
ment was  that  if  tiung^  went  wrong,  the 
military  advisws  of  the  Government 
should  be  blamed.  Well,  I  quote  only 
one  of  the  Qovemment's  military 
advisers — Sir  William  Butler — a  man 
who,  I  think,  has  been  very  bfully 
I  treated.  After  the  Bloemfontein  Con- 
ference he  said — 

■*  The  Boers  will  fight  to  the  last  man  if  yon 
menace  their  independence.'* 

That  has  turned  out  to  be  very  true. 
In  another  part  of  his  evidence  he  says 
that  he  warned  the  Government  thatliie 
Boec  women  and  children  would  help. 
That  also  tamed  oat  to  be  pretty  true. 
How  was  he  treated  ?  He  was  recalled. 
He  says  he  was  ridiculed  and  vilified. 
That  was  treating  the  soldier  as  the  best 
adviser  in  regard  to  these  matters.  I  need 
notgointo  Lord  Wolseley's  statementthat 
reinforcements  were  necessary,  and  the 
Colonial  Seca»tary*8  statement  t^t  no 
reinforoemmts  were  required  at  that 
time.  That  is  another  example,  I  suppose, 
of  treating  ^the  soldiers  as  the  be^tter 
judges. 

I  ask  the  House  now  to  remember  tike 
circnmstancee  <rf  21st  Jane,  1895.  The 
Liberal    Administration   had   on  the 

Secific  advice  of  the  military  experts 
lowed  the  supply  of  conlite  to  run 
vuy  low,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
came  down  to  the  House  in  a  state  of 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


407       Kmg^B  Speech  {MoHon      {COMMONS}  for  an  Address).  40S 


high  indignation  that  we  shoiUd  have 
been  left  Bh<fft  of  coidite.  I  make  no 
complaint  of  that.  I  state  the  fact. 
That  was  at  a  time  of  pTofonod  peaoe. 
There  was  happily  no  war  cloud  on  the 
horizon.  The  present  Secretary  for 
Ireland  was  Under'Secretary  for  War  in 
1898-1900.  He  gave  vent  to  an  entaieiy 
unezceptionable  statement  on  the  short- 
age of  cordite.   He  said — 

"  If  we  were  overwhelmed  b;  some  natioaal 
disaater,  and  it  was  due  to  any  extent  to 
neglect  in  the  sopptv  of  ammunition,  the 
Adjatant-General  misnt  not  be  shot,  but  ibe 
Minister  uf  War  would  be  held  responsible  fur 
betraying  the  country." 

That  is  a  statement  with  which  I 
associate  myself.  The  Liberal  Adminis- 
tration was  put  oat  on  the  shortage  of 
cordite  at  a  time  of  profound  peace.  A 
Conservative  Government  came  in 
pledged  to  strengthen  the  national  de> 
fences,  and  to  perfect  a  great  Depart- 
ment of  State.  I  see  from  a  statement 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  1895, 
after  the  Government  was  reconstituted 
that— 

"  No  abler  body  of  men  were  ever  at  the 
head  of  the  Imperial  Departments  of  the  State 
than  those  who  have  recently  been  appointed." 

I  should  think  that  he  must  have  got 
rid  of  most  of  them  recently.  The  Con- 
servative Government  came  to  power 
highly  indignant  that  there  should  have 
been  a  shortage  of  cordite.  Where  do 
we  find  ourselves  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
great  Boer  War,  about  the  nature  of 
wluch  the  Government  had  been  warned 
for  three  years  ? 

Sir  Henry  Brackenbury  says — 

"  On  taking  np  the  ap^intment  of  Director- 
General  of  Orananoe  in  February  last,  I  oom- 
menoed  an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  our 
armaments  and  reserve  of  gans,  ammnnition, 
stores,  anri  clothing ;  and  I  should  have  been 
able  to  report  fully  before  this,  had  not  the 
whole  energies  of  my  Department  been  absorbed 
by  the  war  in  South  Africa.  That  war  has 
now  disclosed  a  situation  as  r^juds  armaments, 
and  reserves  of  gnus,  ammnnition,  stores  and 
clothing,  and  as  regards  the  power  of  output 
of  material  of  war  in  emergency,  which  is,  in  niv 
opinion,  full  of  peril  to  the  Empire.  That  is 
alter  seven  years  of  the  Government  which 
came  into  power  pledged  to  put  these  things 
straight." 

Sir  Henry  Brackenbury  in  his  evidence 
saya— 

"  We  had  in  reserve  the  material  of  only  one 
horse-artillery  battery.  ,  ,  .  We  had  only 
material  for  eleven  15-poaoder  batteries." 

Dr.  MacnaTnara. 


This  is  a  statement  of  aSaiis  in 
December,  1899.  but  at  a  later  date  we 
got  into  a  worse  ccmdition.  Sir  Henry 
Brackenbury  says — 

"  Then  of  gun  ammunitiim  we  had  only  a 
reserve  of  200  rounds  per  gun  for  eM.-b  horse 
and  field  and  mountain  gun  and  howitier,  in 
addition  to  the  300  rounds  which  were  inth 
the  batteries ;  and  the  whole  of  this  reserve 
was  absorbed  by  South  Africa  long  befme 
15th  December.  .  .  .  Naval  orders  for  aramn- 
nitiou  had  to  be  held  in  abeyanee  horn  the 
beginninj^  of  October.  .  .  .  We  borrowed 
ammunition  from  the  Navy,  and  we  borrowed 
ammunition  from  the  Government  of  Indian 
and  yet  I  was  nnable  to  meet  Sir  Redvera 
Bnllers  demands  for  6-ineh  howitzer  ammani- 
tion  and  T-ponnder  ammanUion  unttl  a  fort- 
night after  they  should  liave  been  oomidtod 
with." 

I  take  one  point  from  the  evidence  of 
Major  Sir  Henry  Colville.   He  says — 

"  Ou  the  second  day  at  Magersfontein,  G 
Battery,  R.H.A.,  had  only  *-ix  rounds  per  gun. 
left,  and  the  Field  Battery  about  twelve.  I 
believe  that  at  that  date  there  was  not  aooitiar 
round  left  in  Cape  Colony." 

Sir  Henry  Brackenbury  further  says — 

"^It  caused  loe  the  deepest  tmxiety  as  t» 
what  would  take  place  in  the  event  of  a  war 
in  which  both  Navy  and  Amy  were  engaged, 
for  if  in  this  war,  in  which  only  the  land  foroes 
were  engaged,  we  had,  in  order  to  keep  up 
eoppUes,  to  borrow  ammunition  from  the  navy, 
what  would  happen  if  the  Army  and  Navy 
were  both  to  be  engaged  T  It  would  be 
impostible  to  meet  the  demands  for  ammimitioD 
under  the  cooditiom  then  existing." 

Then  tiliere  is  the  pitiable  story  of  the- 
small  arms  ammunition^  66,000,000 
rounds.  When  a  shot  was  fired  wiA 

that  ammunition,  the  bullet  stripped  and 
a  coating  of  nickel  and  lead  was  left  in 
the  grooving,  so  that,  as  Sir  Henry 
Brackenbury  says — 

"  If  there  was  a  second  load,  you  were  apt 
to  ■get  an  accident — a  blow  back  in  the- 
breech." 

He  advised  the  Secretary  for  War  to- 
withdraw  the  whole  of  the  66,000,000 
roimds  as  being  ineffective  for  the- 
pnrposes  of  war.   He  says — 

"  We  were  driven  to  great  straits  at  one  time 

beoause  we  had  actually  got  reduced  in  thia 
country  to  two  or  three  boxes  of  Mark  II 
ammnnition,  so  that  if  we  had  bad  to  go  to  war- 
with  a  European  Power  we  should  tuve  had 
to  fight  them  with  expanding  bullets.'' 

Take  it  any  way  you  like  it  is  thft 

same  terrible  story  of  breakdown. 

I  shall  only  mention  one  other  point. 
Take  the  case  of  the  25,000  Lee-Enfields 
which  were  8mg(^yte,#@gE|serviatB, 
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the  men  of  whom  we  were  eo  proud. 
They  were  men  who  had  left  the  coloiirs 
and  gone  back  into  civil  life.  At  the 
call  of  duty  they  left  wives  and  families 
and  sprang  to  aims  to  a  man.  Each  man 
was  armed  with  a  new  pattern  Lee- 
Enfield.  These  Lee-Enfields  were  so 
sighted  that  the  best  and  truest  shot  was 
bound  at  ],000  yards  to  plaoe  his  shot 
wide  of  the  mark.  The'wbole  matter  is 
very  well  summed  up  by  Viscount 
Esher—   

The  condition  ia  1899,  m  discloaed  in  Sir 
H.  Brackeobarjr's  iQemoraadam,  of  oar  arma- 
ments, of  our  fortresses,  of  the  Clothing 
Omutaent,  of  the  transport,  of  the  Army 
Meaieal  Corps,  of  the  syBtem  of  remounts, 
■bows  that  either  the  Secretiuy  of  Btate  was 
enlpable  of  neglect,  or  that  h«  was  in  isnonuiee 
of  the  fsets." 

If  the  Secretary  of  State  was  ignorant 
of  the  facts,  bis  ignorance  was  culpable.  I 
,  confess  that  I  feel  very  strongly  about 
all  this.  It  was  my  priviWe  to  be  bom 
and  brought  up  in  the  oanw^s  of  a  British 
regiment.  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to 
speak  of  myself  as  the  son  of  a  man  who 
fought  at  Crimea  as  a  private  soldier. 
The  earliest  lessons  I  learned  were  the 
bitterest  lessons  I  shall  ever  learn. 
They  referred  to  the  sufferings  and 
hardships  which  were  inSicted  on  the 
men  who  fought  in  the  Crimean  War, 
owing  in  too  many  cases  to  what 
Lord  Esher  calls  cul^ble  negligence. 
It  was  said  that  this  sort  of  thii^ 
could  never  occur  again  after  Russell's 
letters  to  The  Times,  and  the  inquiries 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  do  not  claim  that  the  soldiers  suffered 
as  severely  in  South  Africa  as  in  the 
Crimea .  It  could  not  be  so.  There  have 
been  fifty  years  of  advance  in  the  means 
of  communication,  and  fift^  years  of 
newspaper  progress  and  the  Press  is 
read  in  every  cottage  home.  But  I  say 
that  if  there  had  been  no  such  improve- 
ment in  communications  and  in  the 
Pteas,  things  would  have  been  just  as  bad 
in  South  Africa  aa  in  the  Crimea.  I  do 
not  say  things  were  so  bad  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  soldier.  Here  is  the 
final  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
this  House  on  the  condition  oi  the 
foitish  Army  in  the  Crimea,  of  which  lb. 
Roebuck  was  chairman — 

'*  The  Cabinet  appear  to  have  been  confident 
of  ntccesB." 


That  is  the  first  comment. 

**  At  the  date  of  the  expedition  to  the  East 
no  reserve  was  provided  at  home  adequate  to 
the  undertaking.^' 

That  is  the  second  comment.  The 
Secretary  for  War,  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, found  himself— 

"  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  best  mode 
of  exercising  his  authority  over  the  aubordinate 
Departments,  and  these  Departmente  were  tMi 
officially  informed  of  their  relative  poeiticm,  or 
of  their  new  du^es  tomurds  tha  Minister  for 
War." 

Take  another  extract — 

"  The  Cabinet,  according  to  the  statement  oi 
Ministers,  was  in  darkness." 

Take  another  atatement — 

"Your  Committee  must  ezpress  their  dis- 
satlshotion  with  the  administration  of  the 
ouotraot  system  under  the  Ordnance  Depart- 

laeut." 

And  take  the  final  paragraph  from  the 
Report,  which  shows  that  the  South 
African  Report  is  a  hideous  plagiarism  of 
the  Crimean  Report — 

**  The  administration  which  ordered  that 
expedition  hoped  and  expected  that  it  would  be 
immediately  succe'sful,  and  as  they  did  not 
foresee  the  probability  of  a  protracted  stnwgle 
they  made  no  provision  for  a  winter  cam^a^ ; 
what_  was  plumed  and  undertaken  without 
sufficient  information  was  conducted  without 
sufficient  care  or  forethought.  This  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Administration  was  the  first 
and  cluef  cause  of  the  calamities  which  befd 
our  Army." 

Now,  here  we  are  again,  fifty  years 
after,  in  the  same  position.  The  Report 
of  to-day  is  merely  a  hideous  plagiarism 
on  the  Report  of  fifty  years  ago.  When 
the  Qovernment  came  down  to  the  House 
on  20th  October,  1899,  they  asked  that 
supplies  should  be  voted  for  the  South 
African  War.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  gave  a  promise  that  the 
Estimates  had  been  prepared  with  the 
"utmost  possible  accuracy  and  care.'* 
First  of  all,  the  House  was  asked  to 
make  provision  for  35,000  men,  and  the 
Under-Secretary  for  War  stated  that 
that  would  be  the — 

"  Superior  limit  to  the  manrin  for  which  we 
might  be  called  U)  on  to  draw." 

Then  on  2l8t  October  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  asked  for  £10,000,000 
for  the  war  which  was  to  be  over  in 
four  months.  It  was  to  be  all  over  by 
31st  M  roh.  1900.  [Cries  of  "Oh,  oh" 
from  the  (Jovernmbnt  Benches].  Oh, 
excuse  me.     The   ChanoeUor  of  the 
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Exchequer  a^ed  for  a  Vote  up  to  Slst 
Maioht  late  in  October,  and  he  said  they 
had  every  reason  to  expect  that  the 
war  would  be  over  within  the  limit  of 
time  that  the  money  was  asked  for. 
I  call  that  four  months.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  new  arithmetic  about  now- 
adays. Now,  the  four  months  became 
thirty-three  months  and  the  £10,000,000 
became  £222,974,000,  and  the  35,000 
men  became  418,435.  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  a  great  deal  of  the  cost, 
duration,  and  magnitude  of  the  war 
was  the  result  of  negligence  and 
mismanagement;  and  that  many  a 
gallant  lad*s  bones  lie  whitening  on 
the  South  African  veldt,  and  many  a 
gallant  lass  is  committed  to  a  life  of 
penury  and  toil  to  keep  her  children 
out  of  the  workhouse,  because  of  that 
negligence  and  mismanagement.  It  is 
because  feeling  that  as  I  do  I  am 
bound  by  my  conscience  to  second  this 
Motion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"At  the  end  of  the  Qaestion,  to  add  the 
words, '  Bat  humbly  represeat  to  Yoor  Majesty 
that  the  facts  now  made  known  in'regard  to  the 
preparations  for  and  conduct  of  the  recent  war 
ID  South  Africa,  and  particularly  the  evidence 
taken  Tonr    Hajeety's  Commissioners 

ax>i>ointea  to  inquire  into  those  matters  and 
their  Report  thereon,  disolose  grave  neslixceace 
and  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  Yonr 
Uajeety's  Mimsters,  whereby  the  duratitni, 
magnitade,  and  cost  of  the  war  were  greatly 
increased.' " — (Mr.  Robson.) 

Question  propowd,  "  That  these  words 
be  there  added." 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wtndham,  Dover) :  Thehon. 
Centleman  whohas  just  sat  down,  towards 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  drew  a 
parallel  between  the  state  of  affairs  in 
the  Crimea  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
first  months  of  the  South  African  War. 
It  is  true  he  added  some  words  of  miti- 
gation, bat  in  substance  he  believes 
himself,  and  would  have  this  House 
believe,  that  there  was  some  parallel  to 
be  drawn.  There  was  none.  When  I 
come  to  that  part  of  my  argument  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  from  the  Report  of 
the  Commisuoii  that,  so  far  as  the  finding 
of  the  Army  is  concerned,  those  who 
were  responsible  for  that  expedition 
stand  acquitted,|or  justified^in  asking  foi 


acquittal,  at  the  hands  of  this  House. 
But  in  order  not  to  leave  that  without 
giving  some  immediate  reply,  I  will  take 
an  authority  who  may  be  accepted, 
I  think,  even  by  the  hon.  Member, 
as  justification — I  mean,  Loid  Wolseley. 
Lord  Wolseley  served  in  the  Crimea,  and 
he  was  competent  to  advise  on  matters 
of  that  kind.  Lord  Lansdowne  in  his 
evidence  cites  Lord  Wolseley,  and  says— 

"  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  Lord  Wolseley 
was  not  tax  off  the  mark  when  he  said  in  thai 
minute  of  January,  1900,  that  the  army  which 
we  sent  to  Sonth  Africa  waa  a  better  found  and 
a  better  equipped  army  than  had  ever  been  seat 
from  these  shores  before." 

I  take  another  particular  instance 
which  the  hon.  Member  suggests. 
Perhaps  I  may  lead  up  to  his  remarics  on 
guns  and  armaments  by  reminding  the 
House  of  a  very  sound  constitutional 
dictum  I  laid  down  on  2lBt  June,  1896 — 
namely,  that  the  Government  are  respon- 
sible in  these  matters.  I  say  80.  Xwoald 
call  to  mind  something  else  I  once  said 
in  this  House.  The  hon.  Member  has 
laboured  at  great  length  his  point  re- 

Raiding  the  information  supplied  by  the 
ntelligence  Department,  and  more  par- 
ticularly in  respect  of  the  guns.  I  made 
that  point  myself  exactly  four  years  ago 
in  this  House.  Speaking  on  Ist  Febru- 
ary, 1900,  I  paid  a  compliment  and 
just  tribute  to  the  exactness  of  the  in- 
formation which  had  been  supplied  by 
the  Intelligence  Department.  Very  well, 
the  hon.  Member  asks  us  how  it  comes 
that  Cabinet  Ministers  used  words  which 
seemed  to  mean  that  the  Boers  had 
armaments  far  in  excess  of  those 
described.  Well,  the  country  believed 
that  at  the  time.  We  had  newspaper 
reports  that  went  to  prove  that  our 
gims  were  actually  inferior  to  the  guns 
of  the  Boers,  that  our  guns  were  bad, 
that  the  guns  of  the  Boers  were  much 
better,  and  that  they  were  relatively 
more  numerous.  Thehon.  Member  quoted 
Lord  Roberts ;  the  Commission  quoted 
Lord  Roberts.  [HoK.  Members  :  Read 
it.]  I  will  read  it  if  you  like.  Lord 
Roberts  says — 

"  Our  experiences  ia  Sontix  Africa  hare 
shown  UB  tluit  in  the  way  of  military  moMnaf 
we  were  considerably  behind  other  European 
nations  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war. 
Our  field-gnn,  though  a  good  serviceable 
weapon,  was  wanting  both  in  range  and 
rapiait;^  of  fire,  whilst  the  fact  (A  the  eneniy 
emph^mg  heavy  field  artillery  against  ns  m 
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the  ooiiimeneeinent  of  hMUlitisB  ^aeed  us 
in  a  diffieulfcy  which  we  oontd  not  bATs  avoided 
witboot  ealUiiit  oa  the  nater  awioe  for  the 
aMiataaoe  of  naval  gnns." 

Wliat  ia  the  next  line  of  that  Bepcvt — 

"  Notwithstanding  thia  opinion,  it  would,  we 
think,  be  an  j  ost  to  ut  that  the  field  armamen  t 
prepuvd  by  the  Ordnance  Department  was 
inlMior  to  that  which  was  in  use  fay  other 
mat  nations,  or  that  there  was  a  deflowat^  in 
Uw  number  of  giuu,  though  there  was  un- 
•donbtodly  a  deficiency  in  the  rsBerra** 

*Sut  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloncester- 
ehire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  ^lee  with  the 
fint  line  of  that  sentraioe  ? 

Hr.  WTNDHAH:  Notwitiutanding 
tiiia  statement  ?  No.  [Laughter  from 
the  Opposition  Benches.]  I  do  not  dis- 
agree, and  I  do  not  agree;  and  I  can 
tell  the  hon.  Members  who  laughed  why. 
Because  I  do  not  intend  to  oopj  them 
and  to  constitute  myself  another  Com- 
mission in  place  of  the  one  which  has 
Mkt,  and  to  select  everything  which  suits 
my  ease,  Jnst  as  they  have  seleoted  out 
of  t^ose  volumes  of  evidence  everything 
which  suite  theirs.  I  say  you  appeal 
to  Caesar  and  to  Csssar  you  shall  go. 
There  is  the  Report.  By  that  we 
are  ready  to  stand  or  fall.  I  ihink  t&e 
line  which  l^e  speakers  have  taken,  and 
the  interruptionB  with  which  tiiey 
mari»d  my  very  modest  quotation  from 
tile  findii^,  and  not  from  tiie  evidence, 
aocountsfor  the  phrase  which  I  admit 
caoght  my  eye  in  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member — 

"  Humbly  to  represent  to  Voor  Majesty  that 
the  facta  now  nude  known  in  regard  to  the 
preparations  for  and  conduct  of  the  recent  war 
■n  acmth  Africa,  and  particularly  the  evidence 
taken." 

It  is  particularly  in  the  evidence  that 
they  revel  during  these  proceedings— in  a 
selection  from  the  evidence.  [Dr.  Mac- 
HAMARA  :  What  about  the  sighting  of 
the  rifles?]  In  order  to  conclude  in 
the  time  allotted  to  me,  I  refer  the 
hon.  Member  for  a  reply  on  the 
sighting  of  these  rifles  to  a  speech  I 
made  four  years  ago  in  this  House.  I 
approach  the  task  of  replying  to  the 
forcible  and  able  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  with  a  feeUng  of  dis- 
taste which  almost  amounts  to  repug- 
nance. I  share  as  fully  as  it  can  be 
shared  in  many  quarters  which  support 


the  Government,  and  which  earnestly 
desire  to  see  Army  reform,  a  feeling  of 
annoyance  at  koj  attempt  of  iustinca- 
tion,  even  on  my  part,  when  I  am  dealing 
with  errors,  some  of  which  were  eom* 
mitted  long,  long  ago,  and  I  share  the 
feeling  of  annoyance  at  uiything  which 
could  be  twisted  into  recrimination  upon 
our  part  against  the  great  and  distin- 
guished soldiers  who  have  rendered  such 
important  services.  I  do  not  think  die 
soldiers  will  thank  the  hon.  Gtentleman 
opposite  for  Uie  line  of  defence  he  has 
taken  to-night.  Who  has  stated  more 
frankly  than  Lord  Wolseley  that  he  and 
all  of  them  had  a  great  deal  to  learn 
from  this  war,  and  ^at  every  war  has 
lessons  to  teach  that  could  not  be  antici- 
pated. But,  supposing  we  wilfully 
neglected  the  advice  of  our  advisers, 
what  the  House  has  been  asked  to 
do  to-night  is  to  pass  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  in  this  Government. 
The  hon.  Members  opposite  who 
moved  and  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment were  quite  frank  on  that  point. 
They  have  painted  the  Government 
which  was  in  office  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  as  black  as  they  could.  Thej 
painted  it  so  blade  that  they  want  the 
House  now  not  to  act  on  tJie  maxim 
that  "a  devil  you  know  is  better  than 
a  devil  you  do  not  know."  Now,  if  the 
House  will  bear  with  me,  I  think  I  can 
take  up,  point  by  point,  this  accusation 
and  show  that  we  have  a  pretty  good 
case.  I  will  be  quite  candid  and  I  shall 
leave  the  decision  to  the  impartial  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  I  cu>  not  know 
why  the  hon.Bferabers  cppMite  did  not  go 
to  the  Report  instead  of  to  the  evidence. 

♦Dr.  MACNAMARA:  We  did.  Para- 
graphs 56  and  57  were  read. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  they  were 
the  more  ;bound  to  go  to  the  Report, 
because  tlie  Commissioners  themselves 
take  account  of  the  evidence  in  two  ways. 
For  one  thing  they  discount — I  use  the 
word  in  no  offensive  sense — the  value  of 
some  of  the  evidence  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  conflicting,  and  they  refer  to  the 
evidence  given  by  great  soldiers  on 
strategic  problems,  and  say  that  the 
questions  could  not  be  determined  unless 
you  had  a  number  of  eye-witnesses  on 
the  spot.   They  also  treat  the  evidence 
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in  anothjer  way.  They  cite  in  extefiso 
a  considerable  section  of  Lord  Lans- 
downe*8  evidence.  I  have  hazdly  heard 
the  mover  or  the  seconder  quote  Lord 
Lansdowne  during  the  coarse  of  their 
speeches,  and  yet  his  evidence  is  very  per- 
tinent. The  length  of  that  evidence,  over 
500  answers  to  questions,  is  no  bar  to  the 
study  of  its  purport,  because  it  was  very 
accurately  and  fairly  summarised  in  a 
pr^  wluch  appeared  in  The  Times 
newspaper.  I  have  yet  to  leam  that 
The  Times  has  been  a  very  indulgent 
critic  of  Lord  Lansdowne,  and  if  you  will 
not  have  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
because  you  do  not  think  it  sufficiently 
vindictive,  perhaps  you  will  take  the 
views  expressed  in  The  Times  on  the 
evidence  as  given  by  Lord  Lansdowne. 
But  I  appeal  to  tlie  Report.  Now,  in 
considering  this  Beport,  I  think  we  ought 
in  all  fairness  to  take  note  of  two  things. 
In  the  first  place,  the  CommisBioners 
pronounce  themselves,  I  will  not  say 
mcompetent,  but  not  called  upon,  to 
deoUre  judgment  upon  the  diplomacy 
which  preceded  the  war.  They  leave 
tiiat  out  of  account.  In  the  next  place, 
I  would  adc  Uie  House  to  consider  that 
the  terms  of  reference  confined  the 
investigation  to  the  period  ending  with 
the  fall  of  Pretoria,  and  therefore,  when 
they  complain  that  no  more  had  been 
done  in  this  or  that  direction,  they  omit 
a  great  many  things  which  have  been 
done  since  the  fall  of  Pretoria.  What 
we  have  to  deal  with  now  are  things 
which  ought  to  have  been  done  before 
the  war  and  which  were  not  done.  Take 
the  point  of  diplomacy.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Shields  stated  as  one 
of  his  most  formidable  facts  that  Lord 
Wolseley  had  asked  for  the  mobilisation 
of  an  army  corps  on  Salisbury  Plain  in 
the  month  of  June.  That  would  have 
been  a  political  act  and  not  an  act  of 
military  preparation.  Surely  it  would 
have  been  a  political  act  and  not  an  act 
of  military  preparation.  The  hon. 
Member  endeavoured  to  avoid  that 
difficulty  by  stating  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  authorised  the  strengthening 
of  the  garrisons  in  South  Africa  in  order 
to  stren^hen  their  diplomacy.  Is  there 
no  distinction  to  be  made  between 
sending  the  number  of  troops  stated  by 
your  advisers  to  be  necessary  to  protect 
your  frontiers  against  invasion  and 
Mr.  Wyndham. 


taking  steps  which  could  only  be  taken 
as  contemplating  invasion  on  a  coloasai 
scale?  The  diplomatic  argument  turns  on 
the  minute  written  by  Lord  licnsdowne 
on  12th  August,  1899.  In  that  minute 
he  stated  all  the  steps  which  must  be 
taken  in  order  to  place  a  force  in  a  con- 
dition to  march  in  South  Africa,  and  the 
step  which  would  take  the  longest  time — 
namely,  three  months — was  the  colleotion 
in  Soutii  A&ica  land  transport.  Will 
anybody  say  now  that  such  a  step  ought 
to  have  been  taken  between  the  Bloem- 
fontein  Conference  at  the  end  of  May  and 
the  rupture  or  cessation  of  diplomatic 
efforts  towards  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber %  Such  an  act  would  have  made  it 
plain  to  the  Boers  and  the  whole  world 
tiiat  we  intended  to  invade  them. 

The  hon.  Member  made  another  point, 
by  the  way.  He  asked,  "  Did  you  teU 
your  soldiers  you  meant  to  annex  th« 
Transvaal  ?  "  What  is  the  meaning  of 
that  remark  ?  That  you  iiiould  conclude 
the  war  on  terms  ?  On  what  terms  ?  1  he 
only  terms  offered  were  that  we  should 
evacuate  the  country  'and  acknowledge 
what  we  had  always  denied — namely,, 
to  treat  the  Transvaal  as  a  Sovereign  and 
independent  State.  When  a  great 
country  such  as  Great  Britain  has  been 
provoked  to  war  by  the  invasion  of  her 
own  territory,  you  cannot  suntend  the 
war  by  makint;  terms  of  the  only  charac- 
ter which  would  have  brought  that  war 
to  a  conclusion.  If  we  go  through  the 
Report  in  that  spirit — am  I  claiming  too 
much  of  the  House  of  Comm^ms  when  I 
invite  the  august  Assembly  which  ap- 
pointed this  tribunal  to  take  some  heed 
of  its  conclusions  1  I  have  made  one 
point,  which  I  will  not  make  again — 
namely,  that,  though  the  Commissionera 
took  notice  of  the  advice  given  and  the 
views  held  by  many  great  soldiers  on 
stratogic  problems,  they  found  there  was 
conflict  of  opinion  am(mg  these  dis- 
tinguished officers,  and  they  declined  to 
pronounce  any  judgment  on  their  views 
separately.  There  was  a  divergence  of 
opinion  as  to  the  proper  strat^ic  route 
of  advance.  The  great  fundamental 
strategic  problems  of  the  war  were  decided 
in  various  ways  by  some  of  the  greatest 
strategists  of  the  day,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners found  that  it  was  quite  impossible 
to  subject  those  opinions  to  any  reliable 
test,  and  that  ^^,,m^J\^^^'^^  waa 
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lair  to  all  was  to  leave  them  on  the  same 
footing,  to  record  tiiem,  and  to  leave  them 
to  the  judgment  of  the  reader.  I  am 
not  here  to  prove  that  with  a  better 
o^anisation  at  the  War  Office  you  could 
not  have  had  a  plan  of  campaign  which 
would  have  been  a  better  plan.  On  the 
ccsxtx&ty,  the  Government  are  now  sug- 
gesting litat  that  comae  ^ould  be  taken 
and  have  adopted  it  by  their  own  execu- 
tive act.  What  I  do  say  is  that,  acting 
with  the  machinery  of  those  days,  and 
with  the  guidance  given  us — and  I  pass 
no  reflection  on  that  given  by  our  dis- 
tinguished soldiers — we  do  not  stand 
condemned. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington.  W.) : 
What  were  the  Committee  of  D^enoe 

doing  ? 

Ms.  WYNDHAM :  What  is  the  rele- 
vance of  that  remark  1 

Captain  NORTON  :  The  Committee 
of  Defence  were  the  existing  body  at  that 
time  for  dealing  with  questions  of  this 
natare. 

Hr.  WTNDHAM  :  The  Prime  Minister 

put  the  Committee  of  Defence  upon  a 
basis  which,  as  far  as  it  goes,  has  earned 
the  encomium  of  Lord  Esher's  Committee ; 
but  it  was  not  within  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  of  Defence  to  decide  on  the 
B^t^ioal  advance  to  be  followed  in  the 
war.  That  was  dumiBBed  as  between 
Ijord  Lansdowne,  the  Secretary  for  War, 
Lord  Wolseley,  and  Sir  Redvers  BuUer, 
and  you  will  find  a  triple  minute,  one  by 
each,  was  written  on  25th  September, 
and  yet  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
8:iys  that  Sir  Redvers  BuUer  was  com- 
plaining in  October  that  proper  attention 
was  not  paid  to  his  views. 

Mr.  ROBSON  :  Yes,  on  25th  Septem- 
ber ;  but  I  pointed  out  that  it  was  only 
on  23rd  September  Lord  Lansdowne  com- 
mmiicated  to  General  Boiler  that  he 
might  put  foxwud  his  views  with  regard 
to  the  route. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  understood  the 
hon.  Member  to  say  that  Sir  Hedvers 
BuUer  toc^  exception  to  the  lateness  of 
the  date. 


Mb.  ROBSON  :  So  he  did. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  My  reply  to  that 
is  that  the  principal  adviser  oi  liord 
Lansdowne  was  Lord  Wolseley,  and  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  turn  to  p^e  514, 
answer  21,234,  in  the  evidence  of  Lord 
Lansdowne,  he  will  find  these  words — 

"  You  will  see  in  Lord  Wolseley'B  minate  of 
8th  Jnna  that  he  savs  '  The  genenil  plan  of 
campaign  to  be  adopted  is  one  that  must 
thoroagtily  meet  with  the  views  of  the  general 
officer  fleieoted  for  the  Bupreme  command. 
There  are,  practically,  only  two  lines  of 
advance  for  an  army  into  the  Transvaal ' ;  and 
in  his  later  minate  of  7th  July,  again,  after 
considering  the  two  lines  of  auranoe,  he  says 
that,  'shoald  the  Free  State  help  the  Traos- 
vaal  against  us,  he  presumes  Sir  Redvers 
Boiler  would  not  ahnnk  from  using  the  Free 
State  as  the  line  of  advance  upon  Pretoria.'" 

There  is  no  substance  or  foundation 
in  the  charge  that  the  soldiers  were  ham* 
pered  by  not  being  free  to  adopt  either 
of  those  lines  of  advance,  and  again  I 
would  ssk  the  House  to  accept  the  Report 
of  the  Commission.  They  say  that  the 
line  of  advance  through  the  Orange  Fre» 
State  was  considered  to  be  the  best. 
Well,  it  may  or  may  not  have  been  an 
over-refinement  of  political  diplomacy  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  not  to  shake 
their  fist  at  the  Orange  Free  State  before 
that  was  necessary.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  spuzk  a  long  tissue  of  ingen- 
ious aqpunenta,  but  what  does  it  amount 
to?  We  knew  there  was  a  defensive 
alliance  between  the  Orange  Free  State 
and  the  Transvaal,  although  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  put  it  in  words  not 
familiar  to  me — he  talked  about  the 
quarrel  being  just.  It  might  have  been 
an  ofiensive  and  not  a  defensive  alliance^ 
but  we  should  have  been  acting  unwisely 
and  wrongly  if  we  had  presumed  that  the 
Orange  Free  State  wouM.  have  backed  up 
an  nt^rovoked  invasion  of  our  territory. 
We  may  have  believed  they  would,  but 
the  question  was  ought  we  to  have  acted 
as  if  we  thought  they  would;  and  that 
question  becomes  very  pertinent  when, 
upon  the  larger  political  problon — 
namely,  die  time  it  would  take  to  get  an 
efficient  foioe  in  South  Africa — we  knew 
that  three  months  must  elapse,  and  that 
the  first  step  to  be  taken — namely,  the 
collection  of  transports—would  proclaim 
to  the  whole  world  that  we  intended  the 
invasion  of  South  Africa.  They  may 
have  been  wrong,  [^eSiSife>©(9ig|iiat 
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day — I  waB  not  a  member  of  it,  but  I  am 
here  to  defend  Lord  Lansdowne — but  I 
think  they  were  perfectly  right.  I  think 
they  would  have  offended  the  feelings  of 
the  civilised  world  if  in  June  and  July, 
when  despatches  were  going  from  our- 
selves to  the  Tranavaal  Republic  and 
back  again,  they  had  taken  steps  which 
could  have  only  meant  one  thing,  the  in- 
tention on  our  part  to  crush  that  Republic. 
If  it  is  argued  that  we  are  to  be  found 
guilty  for  having  delayed  preparations,  I 
reply  that  I  do  not  call  that  a  delay  of 
pieparations.  I  call  it  the  avoidance  of 
a  political  act  which  would  have  put  our 
connixy  in  the  wron^  and  would  not,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  have  really  put  us  in  a 
better  position  at  an  earlier  date  in  South 
Africa. 

Now  take  another  finding  of  the  Com* 
mission.  The  Coramisaion  point  out  on 
pieparations  that — 

"  A  distinction  mnit  be  made  between  the 
preparediieN  of  this  country  for  any  war  in  the 
year  1809  and  the  ddioite  preparation  nude  for 
the  event  of  a  war  against  one  or  both  of  the 
Datch  Republics  in  South  Africa." 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member  said — 

'*  Yon  must  have  known  that  then  people  Wtre 
preparing  for  war,  and  obvioualy  for  war 
againet  no  one  but  yonrselvee." 

And  he  thinks  that  statement  of  fact 
disposes  of  the  Prime  Btinister's  speech  in 
wluoh  he  pointed  out  that  we  had  in 
this  country  to  be  prepared  for  a  varied 
number  of  emergencies.  Suppose  you 
had  prepared  for  that  war  and  had 
found  yourselves  on  the  eve  of  war,  or 
of  national  disgrace — you  can  always 
avoid  it  by  accepting  that — with  some 
other  Power ;  not  witi^  a  small  Republic, 
bat  a  great  European  Power.  I  do  not 
wish  to  revive  unhappy  memories,  but 
if  anybody  will  cast  his  eye  carefully 
back  over  some  of  the  anxious  months  of 
1898  he  will  see  that  the  Government  of 
the  day  would  have  been  ^ilty  of  the 
greatest  folly  und  crime  if  they  had 
specialised  their  preparations  for  one 
o(mtingency  in  South  Africa  instead  of 
dealing  with  Imperial  defence  as  a 
whole.  I  will  tell  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  that  in  the  matter  of  general 
preparations  we  have  a  record  of  which 
we  need  not  be  ashamed.  We  ought  not 
to  glory  in  it,  to  take  pride  in  it ;  we 
have  made  mistakes ;  we  have  not  had 
the  best  system  for  the  Army,  nor  a 
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close  enough  correlation  between  the 
Army  and  Navy  in  Imperial  defence ; 
and  until  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
whom  we  are  asked  by  this  Amendment 
to  turn  out  of  office,  took  the  reins  of  the 
Defence  Committee  it  was  not  as  good 
an  instmmentas  it  is  now.  But  with  the 
opportunities  at  our  disposal  ve  have  a 
record  which  I  am  not  ashamed  of  compar- 
ing with  the  record  of  hon .  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and 
I  do  not  think,  after  the  two  speeches  we 
have  heard  from  the  mover  and  seconder 
of  the  vote  of  non-confidence  in  the 
Government,  that  I  shall  be  accused  of 
adopting  an  unduly  partisan  tone  when 
I  say  that  on  general  preparations  our 
record  will  stand  examination  and  ^at 
theirs  will  not.  When  Mr.  Stanhope 
was  in  power  there  was  general  prepara- 
tion. During  the  Government  of  1886 
£21,500,000  was  spent  on  the  Navy— not 
wasted,  but  spent.  I  am  not  going  to 
take  up  the  small  point  about  cordite ; 
it  is  not  a  very  impcatant  accusation, 
and  tbsK  is  a  la^et  tme ;  I  say  that 
during  the  years  1892-5,  in  the  first  place> 
the  construction  programme  of  the  Navy 
was  delayed,  and,  in  the  second  place, 
nothing  was  added  to  the  artillery  of  the 
Army. 

«SiB  CHARLES  DILEE  :  You  men- 
tioned Mr.  Stanhope ;  ISx,  Stanhqpe 
reduced  the  artillery. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  It  is  not  denied 
that  when  we  oame  into  office  in  1895 
240  guns  had  been  added  to  the  field 
artillery  arm ;  that  was  general  prepara- 
tion ;  but  364  guns  were  sent  out  during 
the  first  few  months  of  the  war,  and  if 
the  war  had  occurred  in  1895  instead  of 
1899  you  would  have  had  that  inferiority 
in  the  numbers  oi  your  artillery  whidk 
is  unjustly  charged  now.  But  I  may  be 
asked,  Why  hwl  not  further  prepress 
been  made !  Because,  when  the  Gk>veni* 
ment  came  into  office  it  put  the  Navy 
first,  rightly,  as  we  think,  in  the  scheme 
of  general  preparation;  and,  apart  from 
keeping  up  the  Navy  to  the  two-Power 
standard  then  adopted,  it  appointed  a 
Commission  to  report  on  the  annament 
of  all  the  naval  stations,  and  the  first 
work  of  the  Government  was  to  re-arm 
all  our  naval  stations  in^e  world  with 
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breechloaders  instead  of  muzzleloaders. 
Observe,  these  armaments  are  not  perti- 
nent, are  not  relative.  You  ought  to 
have  been  preparing  particularly  for  the 
war  in  Soudk  Africa.  Would  h<m.  Hem- 
ben  <^osite  have  supported  the  Govern- 
ment if  we  had  said  we  must  re-arm  all 
the  naval  stations  of  the  world  at  a  cost 
of  £7,000,000,  and  we  must  also  prepare 
for  war  which  may  as  may  not  happen 
in  South  Africa  in  four,  five,  or  sbc  yeais 
time,  at  an  amiual  cost  of  an  additional 
£2,000,000  a  year  ?  It  is  absurd  to  put 
fotwaid  that  proposition.  (General  pre* 
paraxon  had  been  pushed,  not  as  far  as 
it  could  be  and  not  under  the  best 
system  for  obtaining  the  best  advice, 
but  honestly  and  truly  pushed  to  a 
standard  which  enabled  us  to  conduct 
the  war  to  a  sncceasful  conclusion  in 
spite  of  the  miscalculation,  for  which 
we  accept,  reqKmaibility — namely,  that 
76,000  men  were  enough.  That  was  the 
miscalculation.  I  ask  any  one  to  read 
this  Report  impartially  and  to  judge 
whether  that  is  a  miscalculation  which 
would  justify  this  Government  in  being 
turned  out  of  office.  I  do  not  wish  to 
indulge  in  recrimination,  but  I  say  they 
acted  on  tiie  advice  that  was  given 
than. 

I  take  the  other  point,  of  which 
much  may  be  made — namely,  that  the 
garrisons  in  South  Africa  prior  to  the 
Unding  of  the  field  forces  were  insoflS- 
cieat  for  the  defence  of  our  Colonies 
against  invasion.  What  is  the  finding 
of  the  Commission  on  that  point  %  They 
quote  the  statement  of  Lord  Lansdowne, 
which  is  as  follows— 

**Tbat.  the  GoTemmeDt  had  received  the 
aseursDo;  of  their  military  advinrs  tlwt  the 
reinforcements  Hnt  to  South  Atrioa,  bother 
with  those  which  ooold  be  added  before  a  field 
force  was  despatched,  would  ensure  the  defence 
of  the  colonleB  from  serious  invasion  by  the 
Boers." 

They  then  quote  more  than  a  page 
and  a  half  of  Lord  Laosdowne's  evidence, 
and  refer  to  Lord  Wolseley's  evidence 
also,  and  state  that — 

"  Taken,  aa  a  whole,  the  evidence  appears 
to  support  the  poeition  of  the  Government  on 
this  point — namely,  that  the  steps  taken  to 
rainfOTce  the  troops  in  South  An>ica  for  de- 
fensive purpoeea,  pending  the  arrival  of  the 
field  force,  were  in  accordance  with  the  advice 
and  nqoinmente  of  their  military  advisers." 


We  stand  or  fall  on  this — namely, 
that  politically  we  were  right  not  to 
take  a  step  three  months  before  the  first 
act  of  war  in  order,  if  possible,  to  win  a 
diplomatic  victory— in  order,  if  possible, 
to  avoid  war.  And  we  oonfess  that 
we  were  ieqK)nsibie  Ux  believii^;  that 
76,000  men  was  the  total  necessary,  and 
that  the  forces  in  South  Africa 
prior  to  the  advent  of  the  field  force 
could  hold  the  passes  until  the  field 
force  arrived.  If  that  shows  such  a  lack 
of  foresight  and  judgment,  such  a  reck- 
less want  of  consideration  foi  the  advice 
which  readied  us,  then  in  heaven's  namft 
turn  out  the  Government,  and  put  in  a 
Government  which  will  do  better.  If 
not,  let  the  acquittal,  for  it  amounts  to 
that,  of  the  Commisoion  stand.  But 
when  the  Government  is  charged  with 
not  having  made  preparations  for  war, 
words  are  used  which  lead  the  people  of 
this  country  to  suppose  that  tiie  supplies, 
were  inadequate  in  quantity  and  lad  in 
quality.  I  believe  that  a  noble  Lord  in 
another  place,  or  elsewhere,  made  himself 
responsible  for  talking  about  paper  boots 
or  boots  with  paper  soles.  I  will  quote 
Lord  Wolseley's  dictum  again,  that  no 
army  was  ever  better  equipped  or  better 
found,  and  I  think  there  is  a  ocmfusion  in 
the  minds  of  many  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  words  equipment  and  reserves.. 
When  we  are  told  that  there  was  a 
deficiency  of  reserves,  that  is  perfectly 
true — there  had  been  no  policy  in  this 
country  of  accumulating  large  reserves ; 
it  was  the  settled  policy  of  Government 
and  Government,  acting  on  the  advice 
of  those  who  were  competent  to  advise 
them,  that  it  was  unwise  to  look  up  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  accumulated 
reserves,  and  it  was  believed  that  the 
manufacturers  of  this  country  could 
respond  to  any  sudden  stress.  Well,  as 
it  turns  out,  that  was  an  unfounded  and 
bad  policy,  and  when  the  first  grave 
operation  of  the  Government — namely, 
the  re-armament  of  the  coaling  stations — 
was  over.  General  Brackenbniy  was 
appointed  by  Lord  Lansdowne  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  going  into  this 
question  of  reserves.  A  Departmental 
Committee  sat  upon  it,  and  the  Treasury 
and  the  Government  of  the  day  allotted 
£10,500,000,  in  addition  to  the  £7,000,000 
for  naval  stations'  armam^its.  So  much 
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which  was  to  be  a  frace  of  76,000  men, 
was  properly  equipped.  So  I  run 
tlurough  the  findings  of  the  Commission. 
There  ia  the  finmng  on  guns.  Take 
rifles — 

"  The  sapplv  of  rifles  duriiw  the  war  ftppeais 
to  have  been  adequate  and  aauateotory." 

Take  clothing— 

"  The  supply  of  clothing  and  boots  in  South 
Africa  appears  to  have  been  utisfaetory." 

Saddlery  and  harness  • 

*'  Was  of  good  material  and  workmanship," 

better  than  the  colonial.  The  Com- 
mission refer  to  the  scandals  about  the 
remounts,  and  say  they  were  very  much 
exaggerated.  I  said  I  should  be  perfectly 
oandxl,  and  I  will  give  the  words  of 
the  Commissioners.    They  say — 

"The  CommisaioD,  having  considered  the 
mass  of  evidence  taken  by  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
and  in  other  investieations  with  regard  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Iwnumnts  Department  and 
the  Yewnaniy  Committee  in  the  purchase  of 
horses,  were  convinced  that  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  time  to  investigate  afresh  the  indi- 
vidual transactions  and  questions  of  personal 
conduct  to  which  most  of  the  attack  is 
directed.  The  former  inquiries  have  shown 
that  there  was  much  exaggeration  in  the  allega- 
-tiotu  of  scandal,  and  more  especially  so  far  as 
the  Government  Remount  Department  was 
oonoemed,  and  the  Commission  aees  no  reason 
to  dissent  from  the  judgment  delivered  by  the 
•Court  of  Inoutry  acquitting  General  Tmman 
from  personal  blame. 

Hb.  FIRIE|(Aberdeenshire,N.)  rose,  but 
Hr.  Wyndhah  declined  to  give  way. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM  :  And  yet  it  was 
made  the  occasion  of  an  attack  upon  this 
gentleman  that  there  had  been  corruption 
leading  to  improper  horses  being  pur- 
chased in  la^e  numbers. 

Hb.  PIRIE  again  rose,  but  Mr. 
IFvNDnAH  again  decUned  to  give  way. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  not  persist  in  interrupting  unless 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gives  way. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM :  I  have  very  little 
time.  I  do  not  deny  for  one  moment 
that  our  arrangements  for  the  Remount 
Department  were  totally  inadequate,  and 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  late  Secretary 
for  War  took  steps  dnnng  his  period  of 
■office  to  carry  out  some  much-needed^ 
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and,  I  believe,  effective  reforms.  So  it 
is  also  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  food 
and  forage — 

"The evidflaoe shows  (the ComnuMMmers say), 
tiiat  both  in  method  of  distribution  and  in 
quality  the  supply  of  food  was  one  of  the 
successful  features  of  the  South  Afrioan  War." 

So  it  is  of  sea  transport,  and  so  it  is  on 
almost  every  head.  Now,  you  may  say 
these  are  all  small  points,  but  it  is  an 
acquittal  against  the  charge  which  has 
been  preferred.  It  is  an  acquittal 
against  the  charges  that  used  to  be 
xoAde  against  the  Qovemment  during 
the  early  months  of  the  war,  charges 
preferred  even  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 
Certain  salient  features  emerge  from  this 
Report.  In  the  first  place,  the  Govern- 
ment made  themselves  responsible  for 
the  belief  that  75,000  men  was  an 
adequate  force.  There  is  on  tiiat  a 
finding  against  the  OoTemment,  and  we 
accept  responsibility.  But  we  ask  im- 
partial critics  to  read  the  Report  and 
find  in  that  acceptance  of  responsibility 
any  justification  for  such  an  Amendment 
as  has  been  moved.  We  say,  in  the 
second  place,  that  for  political  considera- 
tions, which  may  have  been  valid  or 
invalid —  we  all  believe  them  still  to  be 
valid— we  declined  to  take  steps  which 
would  have  advertised  three  months 
beforehand  our  intentions  of  going  to 
war.  We  declined  to  take  those  steps 
when  diplomatic  negotiations  were  still 
in  process,  and  when  we  trusted  and 
believed  that  the  Republics  would  not 
be  guilty  of  an  invarion  of  our  territories. 
The  third  salient  fact  is  that  the  interim 
defence  provided  for  our  own  colonies 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  our  military 
advisers,  adequate  until  the  arrival  of 
the  field  foroe.  And  the  fourth  salient 
feature  is  that,  in  the  choice  of  a  strategic 
line  of  advance,  althongli  there  was  no 
elaborate  plan  of  campaign  as  there 
might  be  now  when  we  have  re  organised 
the  War  Office,  we  acted  on  the  advice 
of  the  most  distinguished  military 
authorities.  They  all  agreed  in  that 
advice,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest 
reason  to  believe  that  if  they  had  been 
sitting  together  on  the  remodelled  Army 
Council  they  would  have  given  any 
other  advice  than  tiiat  which,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  Lord  Lansdowne  followed. 
Then  there  is  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
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provisioa  <ii  munitions  of  war.  I  feel 
that  we  need  plead  guilty  oaly  to  liaTing 
believed  that  75,000  men  woe  enough. 
"We  plead  not  guilty  to  the  charge 
that  these  76,000  men  were  not 
available  or  that  they  were  not  properly 
and  adequately  equipped. 

We  are  arraigned  by  critics  who  think 
that  they  oan  impale  us  on  the  horns  of 
a  dilemma  when  they  say  that  yon  ought 
either  to  prepare  for  war  or  to  avoid  war. 
Are  you  to  prepare  at  all  costs  for  every 
conceivable  expedition  ?  That  is  the 
view  of  one  set  of  eztremisto.  Are  you  to 
avoid  war  at  all  coats  ?  That  is  the  view 
<d  extremists  at  the  opposite  pole.  We 
oay  tiliat  it  is  the  duty  of  a  leponsible 
Oorenunmt  to  seek  for  some  mean  be- 
twem  those  opposite  views.  We  declare 
that,  according  to  such  guidance  and 
with  such  facilities  as  were  then  available, 
that  purpose  was  sought  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  and  by  their  predecessors 
when  Mr.  Stanhope  was  Secretary  for 
Wai.  We  say  we  have  always  sought  to 
find  the  exact  mean  between  the  two— 
between  war  Mid  diplomacy.  But^dwho 
are  those  who  bring  this  charge  against 
OS  ?  What  was  their  diplomacy  in 
South  Africa,  and  what  were  their  par- 
ticular preparations  in  South  Africa  ? 
Having  receded  from  the  Transvaal  in 

1881  and  given  a  large  measure  of  inde- 
pendence, what  did  they  do  in  the  year 

1882  ?  They  contracted  a  treaty  with 
Portugal  to  admit  of  the  free  transit  of 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  into  the 
Transvaal  Republic.  And  then,  when 
you  come  to  1895,  you  get  a  beautiful 
balance  of  diplomacy  and  preparation 
for  war.  A  despatch  was  written  in  the 
Coiffliial  Office  urging  upon  President 
Kroger  for  his  acceptance  a  five  years 
franchise,  the  very  trams  which  were 
offered  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  as  he  then 
was,  at  the  Bloemfoatein  Conference  in 
May,  1899,  and  what  was  the  prepara- 
tion f(»  war  ?  The  garrison  of  South 
Africa  consisted  of  two  battalions!  I 
know  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  (^position  thinks  that  that 
was  an  adequate  garrison  at  the  time. 
[OpposmoH  cries  of  "  So  it  was  "  and 
"  That  was  before  the  Jameson  Raid."] 
Then  why  did  you  keep  the  despatch 
back  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  himself  responsible  for  saying  that 
they  had  an  overwhelming  snperior- 
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ity  with  these  two  battalions  at  Cape 
Town,  but  the  despatch  did  not  go.  He 
has  made  it  a  charge  against  us  that, 
without  sufficient  preparation,  we  allowed 
the  quarrel  to  develop.  They  did  not 
allow  the  quarrel  to  develop.  They  kept 
the  despatch  back,  and  it  is  very  easy  to 
adjust  Uie  balance  between  your  diplo- 
macy imd  your  preparation  for  war  if 
you  put  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  in 
either  scale.  It  is  not  easy  to  keep  an 
exact  balance.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
adjust  that  balance  if  you  have,  as  you 
ought  to  have,  a  regard  for  your  world- 
wide responsibilities^  and,  in  particular! 
a  regard  for  your  responsibilities  to  your 
colonial  brethren,  and  if  at  the  same 
time  you  have,  as  you  ought  to  have,  a 
regard  for  the  taxpayers  and  the  credit 
of  this  country.  To  say  that  with  all 
our  efforts  towards  general  preparation, 
and  with  all  these  diplomatic  reasons 
for  not  pushing  on  special  preparations 
too  far,  we  are  to  be  condemned  upon 
such  an  issue,  is  to  prefer  a  cha^e  which 
this  House  will  cast  to  the  winds.  What 
is  the  question  ?  Is  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  received  a  special  encomium  from 
Lord  Esher's  Committee,  to  continue  his 
work  of  Army  reform,  or  is  he  to  be 
succeeded  by  the  distinguished  states- 
man whom  hon.  and  right  hon.  Members 
opposite  have  unanimously  agreed  upon 
as  more  fitting  to  direct  the  organisation 
of  the  War  Office  ? 


Sir  a.  hatter  (WalaaU)  said 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  appealed 
to  the  evidence  of  Lord  Lansoowne. 
That  being  so,  might  he  refer  him  to 
page  618  <tf  the  Bine  •  book,  where  the 
foil  lowing  passage  would  be  found — 

"It  iaabondantlj  clear  from  Sir  H.  Bracken- 
bary's  report  that  we  were  not  sufficiently 
prepared  even  for  the  e(^uipment  of  the 
comparatiTely  nnall  force  which  we  had  alwaya 
contemplated  might  be  employed  beyond  the 
limitB  of  this  country.  For  the  much  larger 
force  which  we  have  found  it  necessary  to 
employ  onr  resources  were  absolutely  and 
miserably  inadequate.  We  had  at  the  outset 
of  the  campaign  to  send  troops  abroad 
insufficiently  lui^ied  with  clothes  and 
equipments.  If  other  oomplioationa  snper- 
vened  a  catastrophe  woald  have  been 
inevitable." 

The  right  hon.  Gentlemen  had 
appealed  to  Caesar ;  to  Cessar,  then,  he 
should  go.  By  that  evidence  Lord 
Lansdowne  gave  a  complete  contradic- 
tion to  a  great  deal  thaKthe  Chief 
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Secretary  had  been  urging.   Surely  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  also  re- 
member t^at  according  to  the  advice  of 
the  military  authorities  it  then  required 
an  expenditure  of  £640,000  to  complete 
the  equipment  of  the  First  Army  C^rps. 
And  were  they  to  be  told  that  soldien. 
into  whose   hftnds  were  placed  rifles 
which  carried  six  inches  to  the  right  at 
500  yards,  were  properly  armed  ?  or  that 
cavalry  with  a  reserve  of  eighty  swords, 
and  those  of  a  kind  perfectly  useless  for 
cavalry     purposes,     were  efficiently 
equipped  1  It  was  impossible  for  Lord 
Wolseley  to  have  taken  these  facts  into 
consideration ;  the   evidence  of  Lord 
Lansdowne    was  much  more    to  be 
relied  upon.    The  House  owed  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  South  Shields  for  the  able 
and  lucid  speech  in  which  he  had  brought 
this  complicated  question  before  them. 
He  had  been  incUned  to  fear  that  l^e 
question  had  receded  somewhat  in  public 
interest  owing  to  the  length  of  time 
which  had  elapsed  since  the  events  took 
place,  to  the  time  it  had  taken  to  compile 
the  evidence,  and  to  the  appearance  on 
the  political  horizon  of  a  very  large 
question    which,    like    Aaron*s  rod, 
appeared  to  bave   swallowed   up  all 
others.   Moreover,  there  hod  been  the 
promise  <rf  reform  in  the  War  Office, 
and    they    hud     in     that  Depart- 
ment a  Secretary  of  State  enlisted  on 
the  side  of  Army  refonn.   His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  wisely  made  it  his 
first  object  to  place  the  saddle  on  the 
right  horse,  being  not  only  anxious  to 
exonerate  the  soldiers,  but  to  allot  the 
blame  in  the  proper  quarters.  One 
quotation  would  show  the  opinion  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  this  point — 

"It  appears  now  that  with  a  greater 
amoont  of  forethoa^ht  In  arrangements 
generally,  in  the  provision  of  stores  and  equip- 
ment, and  with  the  addition  perhaps  of  one 
brigade,  the  situation  in  Natal  might  have 
bran  so  strengthened  that  the  whole  course  of 
the  war  mnst  have  been  altered."   (Page  30.) 

And  again  on  page  28 — 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  now  that  the 
po!>ition  in  South  Africa  was  dangerously 
weak." 

In  the  judgment  of  Sir  J.  French,  the 
addition  to  the  force  in  Natal  of  a 
brigade  of  5,000  men, 'would  have  turned 
the  Bcak  in  the  operations  after  Elands-  j 

Sir  A.  Sm/Ur, 
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laagte.  It  was  difficult  to  form  any 
conception  of  the  diflerence  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  war  which  might  have  been 
the  result.  What  was  the  sitaation  in 
June,  1899  ?  According  to  page  26  of 
the  Report — 

"  In  Jnoe,  1899,  it  has  been  shown  that  an 
Army  Corps  and  a  Cavalry  DivluoD  was  desig- 
nated as  tbe  force  which  would  be  reqnired  id 
the  event  of  hostilities.  The  eqni[nneot  of 
that  foroe  required,  in  thao^knof  Uw  Aimy 
Board,  an  outlav  of  £64(^00a  The  minotes  of 
the  Army  Board  ap  to  22Dd  S^tember,  1899,. 
make  it  clear  that  in  tJteir  opinion  the  main 
difficulty  was  therefoBal  of  suction  for  fchO' 
expenditure  of  the  money  involved.  It  is,, 
however,  equally  manifest  from  his  minute  of 
the  12th  of  August,  that  Lord  Lansdowne,  am 
Secretary  of  State,  fully  appreciated  the 
extent  of  the  deficiency,  and  the  conseqneoce 
of  any  delay  in  the  grant  of  money,  and  that 
he  brought  the  whole  circamstances  before  his 
colleagues.  The  decision  not  to  sanction 
expenditure  was,  therefore,  taken  1^  the 
Cabinet,  though  Loid  Lansdowne,  of  ooarae, 
does  not  dissociate  himself  from  it." 

Therefore  the  very  thing  which  pre- 
vented the  Army  Ocffps  going  out  was  the 
r^usal  of  the  Cabinet  to  sanction  the 
necessary  expenditure.  Nothing  could 
be  more  clear  than  that  it  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  soldiers.  Sir  H.  Braokenbnry 
had  shown  that  nothing  was  done  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  remedy  the  state 
ot  affairs.  From  his  evidence  it  appeared 
thal^ 

' '  The  proceedings  of  the  Army  Board  were 
full  of  instances  of  our  uking  at  that  time  to  be 
allowed  to  spend  money  in  making  prmaratioDa 
and  of  oar  being  told  we  ooald  not  ao  it.  It 
was  perfectly  oTear  that  it  was  the  decision  of 
the  Government  that  they  wonld  not  spend 
moMy  at  that  time  in  prepsratitm  for  the 
despatdi  of  an  army  oorpsT" 

And  again — 

"  We  were  equally  refused  money  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  early  stage  to  make 
any  preparation  for  providing  clotbins  for  the 
First  Army  Corps,  and  noUiiiig  was  mne  ontil 
the  22nd  of  September." 

He  could  not  conceive  how  that  deci- 
sion had  been  arrived  at.  The  Cabinet 
must  have  known  of  the  immense  impor- 
tations of  arms  and  ammunition  into  the 
Transvaal ;  they  must  have  kuowo  at 
the  time  of  the  Raid  that  we  were  very 
weak  ;  they  had  the  excellent  reports 
of  the  Intelligence  Division  ;  and  ^ey 
knew  that  war  was  impending,  because 
they  sent  to  Sir  Redvers  Boiler  with 
the  First  Army  Crarps,  and  told  him  Hh&t 
when  hostilities  broke  fifths  jr|c>Qld  be 
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appointed  to  the  command.    It  was.  ] 

indeed,  most  melancholy  to  read  of  the  ; 
want  of  preparation  that  obtained  at  that  1 
time.  The  question  of  the  reserves  in  tiiis  ! 
country  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  ' 
The  authorised  reserve  of  cavalry  swords 
was  6,000 ;  the  actual  reserve,  however, 
was  80,  and  they  were  described  by  Sir 
J.  French  as  the  worst  that  could 
possibly  be  used  by  any  mounted 
troops,  and  by  General  Baden-Powell 
as  a  perfectly  useless  weapon.  As 
to  the  rifles,  the  back-sight  had 
been  altered,  and  that  was  the  cause  of 
the  divergence  of  the  bullets,  and  it  was 
a  terrible  blow  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  that  200,000  rifles  were  useless. 
But  who  found  tlutt  out  ?  Not  the  Wnr 
Office,  but  the  unfortunate  Yeomanry  to 
whom  they  were  served  on  the  eve  of 
going  into  the  field.  That,  he  con- 
tended, was  a  scandalous  thing.  Great 
use  was  made  of  machine  guns,  which 
were  especially  useful  when  acting  with 
cavalry,  but  Sir  H.  Brackenbury  stated 
that  while  the  authorised  number  was 

I.  224}  they  had  only  898,  a  deficiency  of 
326.   And  further— 

"We  were  driven  to  great  straits  for  animn- 
Dition,  because  we  had  actDall;  got  reduced 
in  this  country  to  two  or  three  boxes  of  Mark 

II.  ammuDition,  so  that  if  we  bad  had  to  gu  to 
war  with  a.  Baropmo  Power  we  should  have 
had  to  fight  theia  with  expanding  bolleti." 


He  further  stated — 

"  Almott  the  whole  of  the  supplies  tell  a 
similar  tale.  We  had  500  setn  of  cavalry 
■addle  y  in  reserve  to  nieec  the  wear  and  tear 
of  16.000  sets  with  the  troops,  we  had  10.000 
sets  of  infantry  accoatrements  iu  reserve  lo 
meet  the  we-tr  and  tear  of  364,000  sets,  we  had 
1.700  sets  of  mnle  harness  and  we  had  to  boy 
au  equip'iient  of  25,000  sets  from  the  trade 
before  15th  December." 

Then   Lord    Lansdowne    stated  in 

evidence — 

"We  had  a  quite  insnfficient  rese  ve  of 
horse  and  held  artillery  material,  only  one 
battery  of  horse  axtille^,  and  that  converted  to 
an  experimental  quick -nring  system.  The  whole 
stock  of  field-gun  ammunitioa  was  absorbed  by 
demands  from  boath  Africa  at  an  early  stage. 
We  borrowed  from  India  and  the  Navy.  We 
had  only  fiOO  seta  of  aamess  and  500  of  Cava  ry 
■addler>  in  reserve,  we  at  once  exhausted  the 
reserve  of  infantry  accoutrements,  we  had  tu 
borrow  large  guns  from  the  Navy,  machine  guns 
from  fortre-ses,  boots  and  helmets  from  India, 
to  buy  25,000  sets  of  mule  htuness,  17,000  bents 
and  900  marquees,  we  had  no  reserve  of  hospital 
•qaipment,  the  fiftieth  of  the  picketing  gear 
required,  and  a  reserve  of  80  swords." 

VOL.  GXXIX.   [Fourth  Seribs.] 
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That  was  from  the  evidence  of  Lord 
Lansdowne,  a  conclusive  authority  who 
cannot  be  mistaken. 

With  regard  to  the  provision  of  men — 

"Colonel  Lucas,  who  acted  as  Deputy-Adju- 
tant General  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  stated 
that  on  several  occasions,  be  urged  upon  the  War 
Office,  after  the  despatch  of  the  fi'  st  contiogent- 
that  recruiting  for  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
nbouM  not  h»  stopped  bat  the  committee  phonld 
be  allowed  to  raise  drafts  to  maintuii  the 
strength  of  the  force.  It  was  a  mistake  on  the 
part  of  the  War  Office  authorities  to  have  de- 
clined tosantion  this.  If  the  force  first  sent  out 
had  not  been  allowed  to  melt  away  the  sobse- 
qneat  hurried  and  unsatisfaotory  raising  of 
further  contingents  would  not  have  been 
necessary." 

The  second  contingent  was  raised  by 
order  in  February,  1901.  The  privates 
were  given  5s.  a  day,  to  the  great  disgust 
of  their  comrades  in  the  first  contingent, 
who  were  paid  at  cavalry  rates,  and  had 
also  to  be  raised  to  5s.  a  day,  like  the 
Colonials.  These  men,  when  they  arrived 
in  South  Airioa,  were  absolutely  un- 
trained, and  could  neither  shoot  nor 
ride. 

That  was  about  the  most  extravagant 
expenditure  in  the  war.  Lord  Het^uen. 
said  of  them — 

"Itwasnottheirfonlt,  it  was  sendingtheni 
out  unprepared  and  not  giving  them  a  chance 
when  I  ney  got  to  the  country  of  getting  inlO' 
order,  before  they  were  in  front  of  the  enemy." 

Sir  B.  Hamilton  says  of  them — 

"  The  second  lot  of  Yeomanry  knew  nothing 
at  all,  they  did  not  know  how  t»  handle  a  rifle.'*^ 

Sir  C.  Knox  said  of  the  same  contin- 
gent— 

"  They  were  very  bad  ;  I  do  not  know  where- 
they  were  got,  but  they  hid  no  idea  of  ridiog,. 
shooting,  or  anything  else." 

CSolonel  Crabbe  said  that — 

"  They  were  absolutely  ignorant  of  the 
rudiments  of  soldiering,  ana  knew  nothing 
about  horses.  Some  of  the  oflScera  were  unfit 
and  had  to  be  sent  home." 

With  regard  to  the  officers  he  limited 
himself  to  the  Militia.  Lords  Wolseley 
and  Roberts  and  the  Adjutant-General 
agreed  that  the  Militia  failed  in  the  matter 
of  an  adeqoate  number  of  well-trained  offi- 
cers. In  the  sixty -eight  battalions  warned 
for  embarkation,  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
303  officers.  One  battalion  was  seven- 
teen, another  sixteen,  and  another  four- 
teen officers  short.   The  wl^ole  Hilitia 
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foice  in  1899  was  624  officers  short.  | 
The  Inspector-Greneral  of  the  Auxiliary 
Forces  between  October,  1899,  and 
April,  1900,  gave  away  407  Militia 
Commissions.  He  sent  out  young  gentle- 
men with  no  training  whatever,  and 
knowing  nothing.  He  took  them  straight 
from  their  families  or  from  school  and 
sent  tiiem  out  without  even  gazetting 
them .  Natnraliy  Lord  Roberts  found  the 
greatest  difference  between  Line  and 
Militia  on  service,  and  could  only  em- 
ploy the  latter  on  lines  of  communication, 
and  he  referred  to  the  great  anxiety  he 
felt  in  his  communications  being  held  by 
pi^tially  txained  troops  such  as  Militia 
and  hastily  raised  Yeomanry.  No  doubt 
one  of  the  great  difficulties  was  the 
supply  of  trained  officers.  They  could  not 
pay  a  man  for  longer  time  than  he  served. 
Might  they  not  utilise  the  Militia,  in- 
crease largely  the  establishment,  train  an 
officer  for  three  months  and  then  one 
month  yearly.  They  then  would  not 
need  largely  to  increase  the  cadres  of 
regiments,  or  pay  men  for  twelve  mmths 
while  doing  one  month's  duty,  and  yet 
they  would  get  Militia  properly 
officered. 


for  an  Addttxa). 
EVENING  SITTING. 
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As  to  horses,  there  was  less  reason  to 
speak  of  Ute  terribfe  deficiencies  of  the 
remounts,  as  there  had  been  more  than 
one  debate  and  more  than  one  Committee 
upon  it.  But  no  one  could  pretend  that 
an  establishment  to  purchase  only  2,500 
horses  a  year  was  sufficient ;  nor  could 
any  excuse  be  found  for  not  increasing 
the  stafi  when  they  suddenly  had  to  deal 
with  an  expenditure  of  £7,000,000  in  a 
single  year.  All  would  agree  with  tJie 
finding  of  the  Commission — 

"  That  the  real  comploint  against  the  Re- 
mount Departmeat  does  not  bo  much  relate  to 
ita  purchase  of  horses  during  the  war  as  to 
the  fact  thatfroin  first  to  last  therewas  not  the 
syraptmn  of  an  idea  in  anyone  who  was  respon- 
sibte  forits  organisatloQ  that  in  time  of  war 
there  wonld  he  neoeasi^  for  its  expansion." 

In  conclusion,  he  thought  they  were 
all  indebted  to  his  bon.  and  learned 
friend  for  the  admirable  nuinner  in  which 
he  had  brought  the  subject  before  the 

House.  [Vj 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 

Sir  A.  Hayter. 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AM 
ADDRESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [4th  February]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  Februuy]. 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  as  foUoweth  : — 

"  Most  Qraewus  Sovereign, 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
in  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to 
offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty 
for  the  Gracious  Speech  which  Your 
Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament."— (Afr.  Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 
words, '  Bat  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty 
that  tjie  foots  now  made  known  in  regard  to  the 
preparations  iot  and  conduct  of  the  recent  war 
in  South  Africa,  and  particnlarlf  the  evidenoe 
taken  by  Your  Majesty's  Commisaionen 
appointed  to  inquire  into  those  matters  and 
their  Report  thereon,  disclose  grave  neBligenoe 
and  mismanafrement  on  the  part  ol  Your 
Majesty's  Ministers,  whereby  the  duration, 
magnitude  and  cost  of  the  war  were  greatly 
increased.*"— (^f*-  Robton.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

*Mb.DUKE  (Plymouth)  said  if  it  were 
possible  for  the  Amendment  to  be  a 
declaration  of  public  necessity  for  the 
removal  of  the  Government  in  order  to 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  defensive 
forces  of  the  Crown,  there  would  be 
found  a  majority  sufficiently  public- 
spirited  to  prefer  the  efficiency  of  the 
forces  to  the  continued  existence  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  But  the  power- 
ful  speech  of  }&x.  Wyndham  must  have 
satisfied  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  the  efficiency  of  the  Imperial 
forces  did  not  require  the  removal  of  the 
Government.  The  objects  of  the  Com- 
mission were  to  discover  any  inefficiency 
or  defects  in  the  administration  of  the 
Army,  as  disclosed  by  the  war  in  South 
Africa,  and  to  indicate  their  causes  where 
pcMsible.  The  Commissioners  faithfully 
carried  out  those  objects,  and  devoted 
their  ability  and  industry  to  discovering 
inefficiency  and  defects,  which  they  dis- 
closed in  an  impartial  Report.  Their 
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"Work  would  redound  to  the  benefit  of !  stage  in  the  progress  of  the  acts  under 


ihe  public  service  if  it  was  not  defeated 
by  partisan  interference.  They  faitiifally 
traced  to  their  origin  those  mistakes 


discussion,  was  a  policy  approved  by  the 
country  and  one  which  not  infcequentiy 
had  been  approved  by  right  hon.  Qentle- 


which  indicated  ine£5ciency,  and  by  i  men  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
which  so  much  public  humiliation  was  |  Agreatdealhadbeensaidwithregardto 
<»u8ed  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  ;  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  not 
but  they  had  also,  and  to  an  extent  j  providing  sufficient  forces  in  South  Africa 
which  close  study  of  the  Report  made  |  when  war  was  thought  to  be  possible, 
-quite  clear,  exonerated  the  advisers  of  I  He  challenged  any  cntic  to  show  that  the 
the  C^own  and  the  members  of  the  j  Government  did  not  more  than  satisfy 


<!oTernment  from  culpability.  In  view 
of  the  finding  of  the  Commission  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  was 
lu£e  a  reiteration  of  the  case  for  the 
prosecution  after  the  verdict  of  acquittal 
liad  been  given.  It  was  founded  upon 
isolated  passages  in  the  evidence — scraps 


the  demands  that  were  made  upon  them. 
The  advice  given  by  Sir  William  Butler 
was  that  the  war  would  be  a  costly  and 
serious  matter.  The  general  thought, 
but  apparently  did  not  advise,  that  it 
would  certainly  require  50,000  or 
60,000  men,  and  might  require  80,000 


bad  been  selected,  instances  of  inefiSciency  i  or  100,000.  And  he  predicted  also 
bad  been  pieced  together,  and  witb  \  that  such  a  war  would  not  be  begun 
an  admirable  adroitness,  of  which  the  '  by  the  Boers.  How  completely  ^at 
House  had  had  one  or  two  instances  '  prediction  had  been  falsified !  Yet  the 
that  day,  the  blame  of  the  whole  ;  Government  was  blamed  because  it  was 
matter  had  been  laid  at  the  doors  of  satisfied  with  the  advice  it  had  from  the 
His  Majesty's  Administrators.  He  '  general  at  the  Cape,  the  general  in 
maintained  that  no  Government  in  ,  Natal,  and  its  advisers  in  this  country, 
this  country  within  the  past  century  I  His  Majesty's  Goverment  may  not  have 
bad  contributed  so  much  to  the  possess^i  a  prophetic  foresight.  If  they 
■strengthening  of  the  forces  of  the ,  failed  to  send  great  forces  to  Africa 
Crown — to  the  making  of  them  efficient,  !  in  the  summer  of  1899  it  was  with 
to  the  provision  of  armaments  and  to  \  a   very    excellent    justification,  for 


the  establishment  of  an  intelligent 
system  at  headquarters — as  this  Govem- 
m  ent  had.  The  business  of  the 
Administration  in  regard  to  the  matters 


they  were  resolved  that  no  act  should 
be  done  on  our  part  which  should 
render  war  inevitable.  Half  the  blame 
cast  upon  the  Government  was  blame 


which  came  into  question  that  day  was  \  because  in  the  summer  of  1899  it 
the  business  of  policy,  and  he  protested  I  did  not  mobilise  an  army  coxps.  The 
against  the  notion  tbat  it  was  the  duty  !  justification  for  the  position  of  thiscoun- 


of  a  Prime  Minister  or  Secretary  for 
War  to  go  round  sighting  rifles,  examin- 
ing saddles,  counting  tents,  or  even  to 
undertake  the  preparation  of  plans  of 
campaign,  or  lines  of  strategic  advance. 


try  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  was  that  we 
had  done  nothing  to  provoke  war .  What 
would  have  been  the  attitude  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  if  His  Majesty's 
Government  had  in  the  summer  of  1899 


A  Government  was  to  be  judged  by  its  j  proposed  to  mobilise  an  army  corps,  or 


conduct  of  public  policy ;  a  War  Minister 
was  bound  to  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment bad  a  force  available  to  support 
the  honour  and  determination  of  the 
country  in  such  emergencies  as  arose. 
Upon  those  broad  grounds  it  was 
impossible  to  support  the  Amendment. 
If  hon.  Members  brought  home  to  the 
Government  every  mistake  and  folly 
that  was  committed  they  might  succeed 
upon  the  Amendment,  but  if  the 
question  was  one  of  policy  he  ventured 
to  say  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to   every  material 


calf  out  the  Militia  ?  On  28th  July, 
1899,  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman 
saidjinregardtopreparationsfor  the  war, 
he  saw  nothing  which  establishedacasefor 
armed  intervention.  What  was  censured 
at  the  time  was  not  any  slightness  of 
preparation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  their  ostentation  and  excess. 
Before  the  Government  was  finally  met 
by  the  hostility  oi  the  two  Republics,  the 
Government  badbeen  advised  with  regard 
to  the  force  required.  Various  numbers 
were  given  ;  an  expert  said  40,000  men 
would  be  require*^  anothe^J<J^^)^^^^ow 
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they  were  told  in  this  House  that  the 
number  of  men  the  Government  ought 
to  have  expected  to  send  was  upwards 
of  400,000.  They  knew  now,  when  the 
war  was  BUccessfuUy  ended,  that  the 
number  of  troops  required  for  the  task  to 
be  performed  was  about  250,000,  but 
there  was  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence 
placed  before  the  Commission toshow  that 
any  responsible  person  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  suggested  that 
anything  approaching  even  100,000  would 
be  required.  The  force  decided  upon  was 
larger  than  was  advised  by  the  experts. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  when  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed, was  able  to  express  a  confident 
opinion  as  to  the  sufiiciency  of  the  forces 
sent  to  South  Africa,  and  it  was  an  idle 
thing  at  this  time  to  say  that  he  spoke 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  facta  he 
had  now.  He  had  such  knowledge  of  the 
facts  that  he  could  speak  with  confidence 
and  applaud  the  decision  at  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  had  arrived.  The 
House  did.  not  know  and  did  not  need 
to  know  the  exact  quantity  of  facts 
which  was  required  to  give  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  confidence  in  his  opinion. 
What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
with  regard  to  the  matter  was  contained 
in  volume  75  of  "Hansard  of  1899." 
On  17th  October,  1899,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said — 

"  I  am  glad  that  the  OovemmeDt  are  at  least 
not  falling  into  the  error  which  has  not  infre- 
quently been  made  by  our  countrymen  io  past 
times,  and  they  are  sending  out,  aft«r  some  de- 
lay it  is  true,  an  ample  force  for  the  purpose  of 
effectually  prosecuting  and  concludii^  this 
enterprise." 

That  responsible  utterance  at  a 
time  of  the  most  serious  crisis  should 
outweigh  some  of  the  criticisms  now 
offered  in  defiance  of  the  findings 
of  l^e  Royal  Commission.  Not  only 
was  that  the  view  of  the  Opposition,  that 
view  was  endorsed  by  Lord  Roberts,  who 
said  that  what  the  Army  was  sufEering 
from  when  he  got  out  to  South  Africa 
was  not  a  deficiency  in  the  number  of 
men,  but  defective  strategy.  In  those 
days  also  it  was  not  the  opinion  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  failed  in  their  duty  as  regarded 
equipment,  for  on  20th  OotobeTf  1899,  he 
said  that  for  us  in  our  particular  position 
to  be  paying  a  great  deal  of  money  in 

Mr.  Dvke. 


continually  keeping  up  a  great  establish- 
ment of  transports  solely  for  European 
or  home  purposes  would  be  prepostoous, 
and  that  it  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  in 
this  particular  case  we  had  already  had 
to  alter  our  wagons  in  order  to  suit  the 
nature  of  the  country  in  South  Africa 
where  they  were  to  be  used.  Was  it 
fair  or  beneficis  1  to  the  country  that  what 
was  regarded  as  reasonable  and  prudent 
in  the  time  of  crisis  should  now  be  con- 
demned? 

Ab  to  the  wrong  sighting  of  certain 
rifles,  Lord  Roberts  in  his  evidence 
said  it  was  discovered  at  a  time  when  it 
made  no  practical  difierence.  Being 
asked  (Question  10,575)  whether  it 
practically  made  any  difference,  Lord 
Roberts  replied,  "  No,  I  do  not  think  it 
did."  The  Government  record  with 
regard  to  Army  administration  was  one 
showing  that  they  had  done  something 
and  risked  something,  and  he  commended 
it  to  the  consideration  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  who  were  now  such  severe 
critics  after,  in  office,  setting  a  bad 
example.  The  (rov^ment  had  taken 
account  of  the  main  recommendations  of 
the  Commission,  and  had  dealt  even  with 
the  internal  economy  of  the  War  Office  in 
the  manner  called  for  by  its  Report. 
The  Government  provoked  this  Report. 
They  appointed  a  Commission  to  investi- 
gate the  errors  which  had  been  made,  and 
he  was  heartily  thankful  that  they  had 
investigated  them.  He  therefore  ventured 
to  suggest  that  the  Government  deserved 
encouragement  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
task  of  military  reform  to  which  they 
had  committed  themselves,  and  to  which 
he  hoped  they  would  be  enabled  to 
devote  their  energies  for  years  to  come. 

*  Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  said  thehon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  concluded  his 
speech  by  declaring  that  the  Government 
had  condemned  the  War  Office.  If  that 
was  true  it  was  some  justification  for  the 
Motion  now  before  the  House.  If  it 
was  true  that  the  War  Office  had  not 
yet  been  replaced,  it  was  a  curious 
commentary  on  the  Prime  Minister's 
speeches  in  which  he  stated  that  he 
had  made  the  Wu  Office  perfect,  while 
according  to  the  hon.  and  leuned 
Gentleman  we  were  at  present  provided 
with  no  War  Office  at  all.  The  hon. 
and    learned    Gentleman    stated,  that 
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previous  speakers  did  not  stick  to  the 
Report  oi  the  CommiBsion,  and  com- 
plained that  they  had  gone  outside  of 
it  and  referred  to  the  evidence.  The 
doctrine  that  the  evidence  should  not 
be  referred  to  was  one  which  they  could 
not  recognise  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  asked 
if  judgment  was  going  to  be  passed  on 
the  Government  by  the  House,  with 
r^ard  to  events  which  occurred  years 
ago.  Judgment  had  been  passed 
on  the  Government  by  a  Gommiasion 
of  which  they  themselves  chose 
every  member,  and  of  which  they 
prepared  the  reference,  which  was  a 
matter  of  importance  in  the  case  of  a 
Commission.  It  was  a  Commission  bo 
composed  which  had  passed  on  the 
Government  a  verdict  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  and  the  Chid  Se<»e- 
taij  for  Ireland  called  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal. He  would  endeavour  to  put 
before  the  House  the  reasons  which 
made  him  think  that  the  Report  was 
such  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
House  of  Commons  to  pass  it  over  in 
silence,  and  not  to  point  the  moral  which 
the  Report  contained,  for  the  sake  of  the 
Empire  as  a  whole.  He  conld  not  help 
feeling  that  the  fact  that  Uiere  had  been 
three  Secretaries  for  War  in  so  short  a 
time  in  what  the  Prime  Minister  called 
the  same  Government  was  an  eloquent 
comment  on  the  disclosures  which  had 
been  made.  With  regard  to  the  claim 
that  the  Report  of  the  Commission  was 
an  acquittal  of  the  Governmsnt  he  did 
not  think  that  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  Immediately  after  the 
Report  was  issued  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, addressing  his  constituents,  said  it 
hod  left  a  painful  impression  upon  the 
public  mind,  and  that  in  the  opinion  of 
what  he  called  "my  friend  the  man  in 
the  stoeet,"  the  Government  had  been 
tried  and  found  utterly  inefficient. 
Surely  that  was  hardly  a  way  to  meet 
a  verdict  of  acquittal.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  waved  the  Party  flag,  and 
attempted  tosubstituteforthereal  question 
before  the  country  a  purely  Party  issue. 
Upon  this  military  question  some  of  them 
had  really  tried  to  keep  free  from  Party 
spirit  and  some  of  them  had  shown  that. 
He  fait  from  a  perusal  of  the  Report  and 
of  the  evidence,  horn  his  knowledge  of 
the  citcnmstances  which  led  up  to  it, 


from  his  recollection  of  the  debates 
which  took  place  after  the  unfortunate 
speeches  of  the  Prime  Minister,  that  it 
was  incumbent  upon  all  of  them,  for  the 
saJce  of  t^e  nation,  to  support  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Royal  Commisnon.  If  they 
passed  over  lightly  such  a  Report  as  that 
dealing  with  facts,  they  should  only 
deserve  their  fate  if  similar  facts  were 
to  recur.  It  was  a  little  ominous 
that  sotne  hon.  Gentlemen  were  in- 
clined to  give  a  Party  turn  to  the  dis- 
cussion. Perhaps  that  was  natural  and 
inevitable  though  unfortunate,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  singulnrly  unfair.  It 
was  a  subject  on  which  they  had  a 
collection  of  evidence  by  competent  men 
admirably  put  before  them,  and  it  con- 
tained an  enormous  number  of  facts 
which  it  was  essential  to  bear  in  mind 
for  the  future  welfare  of  the  country. 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  began 
the  Party  portion  of  his  speech  by  an 
allusion  to  the  most  considerable  and 
most  grave  of  all  the  findings  of  the  j 
Commission.    It  was  on  the  subject  of  i 
what  he  called  the  preparation  for  the 
war;  and  he  asked — the  question  had  \ 
already  been  asked  in  Party  newspapers, 
and  in  the  unfortunate  speech  of  the 
Prime  Minister  in  which  he  tried  to 
defend   the  Cabinet  on  Party  lines — 
would    hon.  Members    opposite  have 
supported  war  preparations  %  If  the  ques- 
tion meant  would  hon.  Members  who  had 
consistently  opposed  the  policy  of  Lord 
Milner  have  supported  war  measures  to 
back  up  that  policy  of  Lord  Milner,  of  \ 
course  they  would  not.    That  went  with- 
out saying.  iBut,  was  that  Party  taunt 
any  answer  whatever  to   the  charges 
that  had  been  made  on  the  findings 
of  the  Royal   Commission  ?     Did  it 
char  the  Cabinet  in  any  way  ?  In 
protesting  against  the  view    that  the  i 
Government  ought  to  have  sent  larger  i 
reinforcements  to  South  Africa,  the  right  1 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  civilised  \ 
world  would  have  condemned  such  a  j 
provocation.    He   doubted   that.     He  ■ 
thought  the  civilised  world  would  have  f 
been  more  likely  to  condemn  the  making 
of  inflammatory  speeches  which  had  been  \ 
delivered  when  reinforcements  were  not 
sent.     The  provocation  sending  rein- 
forcements   and    adequate  transport 
would  have  been  small  indeed  beside  the 
provocation  offered  by^e  speeches  to 
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which  he  had  referred.  Another  Party 
taunt  which  the  Chief  Secretary  used 
was  that  in  1895  the  right  hou.  Gentle- 
men who  sat  on  these  Benches  had  pre- 
pared a  despatch  on  the  franchise  ques- 
tion whidi  they  had  not  sent  to  the 
Boer  Government,  and  that  at  that  time 
they  had  made  no  preparations  for  war, 
and  that  the  garrison  in  South  Africa 
was  small.  But  he  might  point  out  that 
the  Boer  armaments  had  not  been 
gathered  at  that  time,  and  that  their 
preparation  for  war,  which  had  been  so 
accurately  described  by  the  Intelligence 
Department,  was  caused  by  the  Jameson 
Raid. 

The  Chief  Secretary    said  that  the 
Keport   of     the    Commission   was  a 
verdict  of  acquittal,  and  he  should  like 
therefore  to  ask  the  House  to  consider 
what  exactly  it  was  that  the  Commission 
had  reported  in  regard,  in  the  first  place, 
to  the  main  question    of  preparation 
and  reinforcements.    He  was  glad  to  see 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham in  his  place,  because  it  enabled 
him  to  quote  a  letter  written  by  the  ] 
then  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Lord  I 
Lansdowne,  in  which  he  referred  to  a  j 
communication    from    the  right    hon.  ' 
Gentleman  which  had  not  been  published.  1 
On  20th  August,  Lord  Lansdowne  wrote  i 
from  Ireland  that  the  Colonial  Secretary 
had  written  to  him  on  18th  August,  I 
stating  that  "  he  saw  no  occasion  for  { 
reinforcements."  Now,  it  was  on  22nd  i 
August  that  the  Transvaal  presented  their 
five  years  franchise  proposal,  and  the  ■ 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  continued  to  , 
see  no  necessity  for   reinforcements,  | 
because  to  that  proposal  the  Govern- ' 
ment  had  "  sent  a  reasoned  reply  "  and  | 
"  the  negotiation  was  going  on.**  But 
it  was  on  the  26th  August  that  the  speech  [ 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  } 
for  West  Birmingham  was  made  about , 
*'  the  sands  running  down  "  and  that  "  we  ' 
shall  have  to  find  other  ways ;  "  and,  | 
according  to  the  evidence  of  the  Secre-  i 
tary  of  State  for  War  on  the  very  same 
day,  the  Cabinet — or  at  least  the  majority  | 
of  the  Cabinet — had  come  to  a  decision 
that    they    "  ought    not     to     send  I 
further  reinforcements."    On  5th  Sep- 
tember   the    Secretary   of    State  for  > 
War,  Lord   Lansdowne,  came  to  the ' 
view-  that  war  was  certain,  and   the  j 
Commander-in-Chief,  knowing  the  state 

Sir  Charles  DUke. 


of  our  unpreparedness,  wrote  that  he 
wished  the  Government  to  stave  oft  war 
by  diplomatic  measures  as  the  enemy 
was  "  in  a  position  to  take  the  ofEensivCr 
and  by  striking  the  first  blow  to  ensure 
the  great  advantage  of  winning  the  first 
round."  That  prophecy  came  exactly 
true,  and  it  was  the  ground  on  wluch  the 
Commission  reported  that  the  eurlier 
sending  of  reinforcements  would  have 
changed  the  whole  future  course  of  the] 
war,  would  have  prevented  theprolonga-; 
tion  of  the  war,  and  would  have  saved  j 
an  enormous  sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  in  that 
pr(^ecy  did  not  stand  by  any  means 
alone.  The  Intelligence  Department's 
advice  was  exactly  the  same,  and  so  was 
that  of  Sir  William  Butler  about 
"  temporising,"  in  which  he  used,  without 
previous  communication,  almost  exactly 
the  same  words  as  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  Let  the  House  consider  for  a 
moment  what  would  have  been  the  effect 
of  earlier  action  at  that  time.  Durii^ 
the  fatal  week  of  December  the  trotnu 
were  arriving  largely  too  late  to  take 
any  part  in  the  operations,  and  the 
delay  was  caused  by  the  Government 
holding  their  hand  from  5th  September, 
when  even  the  peace  members  of 
the  Cabinet  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  war  was  certain,  up  to  the  22nd 
and  even  27th,  28th,  and  29th  September. 
Now,  what  were  the  wcffds  of  the  Report 
on  that  subject  ?  What  was  this  verdict 
of  acquittal  of  which  they  had  heard 
that  night  ?  The  Commission  found  in 
those  words — 

"With  a  greater  amount  of  forethongfat 
.  .  .  and  with  the  addition  of  perhaps  another 
brigade,  the  situatioD  might  have  been  ro 
strengthened  that  the  whole  coarse  of  the  war 
mnat  have  been  altered." 

That  statement  seemed  to  him  not  to 
be  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  but  a  verdict 
of  guilty  on  the  main  point. 

The  second  most  important  point  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Commission  concerned 
the  deficiency  of  stores.  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  did  not  make,  at 
the  same  length  as  the  Prime  Minister, 
but  he  did  make  that  night  the  old 
pot-and -kettle  charge,  a  Party  charge 
on  this  question  of  stores  and  equip- 
ment. In  the  unfortunate  speech  which 
the  Prime  Minister  made  to  his  con- 
stituents in  Manchester  in  defending 
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the  QoTernment  alter  the  Report 
came  out,  he  attacked  the  Party  on  this 
side  for  deliberately  starring  the  Army. 
He  uaed  these  words — 

"  When  they  (the  Liberal  Government)  went 
oat  in  1895  and  this  Goverament  came  in,  we 
set  to  work  at  once  to  bring  ap_  the  Army  to  the 
standard  which  had  been  laid  down  oy  our 
Conservatives  predeceasora.  and  which  had  been 
abandoned . .  .  and  which  we  were  resolved  to 
raetore.*' 

And  then  he  quoted  Mr.  Stanhope.  The 
Chief  Secretary  again  quoted  Mr.  Stan- 
hope. Well,  he  (Sir  Charles  Dilke)  had 
already  deprecated  Party  recrimination 
on  this  question.  He  had  claimed  for 
himself  detachment  from  Party,  but  he 
confessed  that  he  was  sickened  by  these 
Party  chains  in  regard  to  this  question 
which  was  specially  referred  to  in  the 
Commissicm,  and  on  which  they  had 
plain  evidence  in  the  Report  itself,  and 
the  verdict  given  was  as  complete  a 
verdict  of  guilty  as  was  the  verdict  on 
the  other  point.  The  Prime  Minister 
said  that — 

"  The  professora  of  efijciency  left  the  Army 
in  the  deplorable  position  in  which  it  was  in 
1895." 

But  they  knew  that  when  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  in  office  in  1893,  Mr.  Stanhope  said 
that  the  Army  was  in  a  veiy  fine  condi- 
tion of  efficiency;  there  was  no  falling 
oS  at  all,  and  that — 

"  The  Anny  had  never  been  more  efficient 
or  more  thoroughly  sniiable  for  war  than  It 
then  was.  Onr  Army  was  better  eiiaipped 
than  at  any  previous  period." 

In  1895  a  similar  statement  was  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  though  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  now  explained  that 
his  remarks  applied  to  thelfavy,  which 
was  not  at  that  time  mentioned  at  all ; 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  did  not  refer 
to  the  Navy  in  that  connection.  At  all 
events,  the  Prime  Minister  was  in  the 
same  condition  of  delusion  on  this 
subject,  and  in  regard  to  the  evidence 
and  Report  of  the  Commission,  as  he  was 
in  regard  to  the  Orange  Free  State.  The 
Prime  Minister  at  Manchester  put  first 
in  his  list  of  "  Unionist  Army  reforms 
these  stores  which  had  returned  to  the 
standard  set  up  by  Mr.  Stanhope,  and 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  harm 
done  by  the  wretched  Liberal  Party  from 


1892  to  1896;  and  then  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  said — 

'*  We  brought  up  the  whole  reserves  of 
ammnnitimi  and  equipment." 

And  the  Chief  Secretary  brought  cheers 
from  the  other  side  when  he  spoke  of 
"our  record"  on  this  subject.  What 
were  the  words  of  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission?  The  Commission 
reported — 

"  A  serious  deficiency  of  stores  and  material 
required  on  the  moMUsation  of   an  army 

corps." 

And  yet  they  had  been  told  that  the 
equipment  of  two,  and  later  of  three, 
army  corps  was  complete  in  every 
respect.  Now  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  asked  the  House  to  very  care- 
fully read  on  that  subject  the  most  valu- 
able evidence  of  liOrd  Lansdowne.  They 
had  read  it.  Lord  Lansdowne  admitted 
the  charge  to  the  full.  He  spoke  of  the 
"  melancholy  extent  of  onr  deficiencies,** 
which  he  said  was  *'  full  of  peril  to  the 
Empire."  And  that  was  after  they  had 
returned  to  the  Conservative  standard, 
and  made  up  all  the  deficiencies  and 
raised  the  Army  to  a  state  in  which  it 
had  never  been  before !  Lord  Lansdowne 
was'specifically  asked — 

*'  And  do  you  think  that  deficiency  of  stores 
has  been  of  long  standing  ?  " 

And  he  said — 

"Yes,  I  think  so." 

Well,  the  Commission  were  not  content 
with  the  complete  judgment  which  they 
passed  on  this  point  in  the  words  I 
have  read.  The  (Siief  Secretary  wanted 
hon.  Members  to  stick  to  Uie 
Report  of  the  Commission.  Well,  the 
Commission  went  on  to  mention  specially 
Mr.  Stanhope,  and  they  printed  for  the 
first  time  Mr.  Stanhope's  Memorandum. 
And  they  say — 

"  The  st&te  of  things  in  no  way  corresponded 
to  .  .  .  Mr.  Staahope's  Memorannum. " 

They  found  that  there  had  not  been 
that  completeness  of  preparation  under 
Mr.  Stanhope  for  which  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary vouched,  and  that  instead  of  tiiere 
being  an  improvement,  there  must  have 
been  very  serious  deterioration.  The 
Commission  went  on  to  say  that — 

"Some  branches  were  barely  strong  enough 
for  the  equipment  of  two  army  corps.*' 
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And  they  specifically  mentioned  several 
points  as  to  which   the  Government 
complained   mosfc    unjustly   that  the 
House  of  Commons  were  lesponnble. 
Ihe  House  of  Commons  had  never  done 
anything  but   good  on   these  points. 
^  he    Commission    specifically  pointed 
oat  many  matters  which  his  hon.  friend 
the    Member  for   West  Aberdsenshire 
had  brought  before  the  House.   The , 
medical   equipment   was,    they  said, 
never  anything  like  tlie  equipment  even 
for  a  single  army  corps.    Well,  that 
was  complete  proof,   surely,  without 
going  into  any  evidence  at  all,  and  with- 
out raising  any  of  those  questions  which 
the  Chief  Secretary  said  ought  not  to  be 
raised — that  the  Report  showed  that  the 
verdict   of    the   Commission  on  the 
Qovemment  was  not  one  of  acquittal 
upon    t^e    mftin    points,    but  was 
I  a  condemnation  on  the  two  chief  points 
1  which  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
'  House  to  take  notice  of  on  this'  occasion 
in  order  to  prevent  a  similar  misfortune 
'  happening  in  the  future. 

There  were  other  matters  of  deep 
interest,  but  not  of  first-class  im- 
portance, on  which  their  opinion  was 
as  unfavourable  and  as  clear.  For 
years  past  the  Army  refwmers 
in  the  House,  on  both  sides,  had 
perpetually  u^d  upon  the  Government, 
in  season  and  out  ai  season,  down  to 
the  concluaion  of  the  war  itself,  the  de- 
fective state  of  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment. On  that  point,  too,  the  finding  of 
the  Commission  was  dead  against  the 
Government.  They  found  that  the 
Intelligence  Department  was  under- 
manned, and  was  not  sufficient  to 
grapple  with  a  great  war.  The  present 
Secretary  for  India  roade  a  speech  to  his 
constituents  in  October  last,  defending 
the  War  Office,  when  he  said  that  their 
attacks  on  the  Government  were  most 
unfair,  because,  he  contended,  everyone 
"  ignored  that  large  additions  have  been 
made  *'  to  the  Department,  and  he  said 
how  wrong  it  was  to  make  these  attacks 
when  Sir  William  Nicholson  "  was  satis- 
fied." What  were  the  facts?  Sir 
William  was  rewarded  by  being  driven 
from  the  War  Office.  At  all  events  Lord 
Lansdowne  was  not  satisfied;  he  was 
apparently  impressed  by  the  war  having 
shown  the  importance  cf  the  Intelligence 

Sir  Charles  Uilke. 


Department ;  and  he  used  these  singular 
words — 

"  One  of  the  good  results  of  the  war  will  be 
that  the  importance  of  the  IntelligeDce  bruioh 
will  receive  greater  reoognitioD." 

It  certainly  was  the  result  of  the  war 

that  the  Conunission  had  condemned  the 
undermanning  of  the  Department,  and 
that  that  which  they  had  been  urging  for 
years  had  been  complied  with.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Plymouth  complained  that 
they  had  waited  till  after  these  events 
to  make  their  criticism :  but  they  had 
brought  the  question  before  the  Hou83 
as  soon  as  it  was  reported  upon  by  the 
Commission.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  defending  the  War  Office,  said  that 
the  Government  ought  not  to  be  blamed, 
because  they  had  given  Sir  William 
Nicholson  all  he  wanted.  They  had  the 
evidence  of  Sir  William  Nicholson  quoted 
in  the  Report,  and  it  was  the  basis  of  a 
judgment  against  the  Government  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  Department 
was  "undermanned."  Sir  William  Nichol- 
son said  that  his  moderate  proposal  of 
1901  was  negatived  by  the  Government 
on  the  ground  of  expense ;  and  when  he 
was  asked  what  the  expense  was  he  said 
£3,000  a  year.  So  that  this  country, 
which  spent  infinitely  more  on  its  Army 
than  any  other  country,  had  refussd  th'i 
moderate  proposal  of  Sir  William 
Nicholson  while  waste  was  going  on  in 
other  Departments.  Up  to  March,  1903, 
Sir  William  Nicholson  had  totally  failed 
to  obtain  the  augmentations  for  which 
he  had  asked  for  his  Department,  ani  he 
succeeded  only  by  the  evidence  he  gave 
before  the  Commission.  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  said  that  it  was  most 
unfair  to  blame  the  Government  on  this 
point — most  unfair,  he  supposed,  of  the 
Royal  Commission — Sir  WiUiam  Nichol- 
son won  only  on  his  evidence ;  and  now 
he  was  pro^bly  to  be  sent  away  from 
the  War  Office. 

There  occurred  during  the  debate  a 
little  passage  of  arms  between  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  the  seconder  of  this  Motion . 
The  Chief  Secretary  quoted  the  evidence  of 
Lord  Roberts  about  quick-firing  guns  and 
some  words  from  the  Report,  and  seemed 
to  suggest  to  the  House  that  the  Com- 
missioners understood  the  question  better 
than  Lord  Roberts.  He  ventured  to 
interrupt  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
asked  him  if  he  ^f^^f^JJ^^^j^^*"*^ 
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Roberts'  stitement  that  in  quick-firiag 
guns  this  couatry  wjia  altogether  inferior 
to  other  Powers.  The  Chief  Secretary 
diet  not  answer ;  but  he  should  like  to 
press  the  qaestioa,  because  it  was  one  of 
the  points  on  which  the  Prime  Minister 
had  been  as  consistently  misinformed  as 
he  was  with  regard  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Orange  State.  The  Prime  Minister, 
defending  the  Government  in  January, 
1900,  went  out  of  his  way  to  tieny  that 
onr  Artillery  had  a  worse  gun  than  the 
French,  for  example.  That  matter  was 
pat  to  the  test,  berjinse  the  French  took 
their  quick-firing  gun  to  Oiina  at  that 
very  time,  and  some  demonstrations  of 
its  value  were  given.  The  Prime  Mini- 
ster spoke  at  the  Manchester  Conserva- 
tive Club  on  the  10th  of  January.  On 
that  occasion  he  was  advised  by  some- 
one to  say  that  our  guns  compared 
favourably  with  any  guns  then  used  by 
any  great  State,  iad  he  went  on  to 
attack  the  critics  and  said  no  one  had 
ever  stated  before  that  our  guns  were 
bad.  The  Chief  Secretary  knew  at  that 
time  all  the  latest  information  on  the 
subject,  he  knew  very  well  that  the 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  was  not 
the  case,  and  he  knew  very  well  that 
Lord  Koberts'  statement  was  true,  and 
that  our  guns  failed  deplorably  in  South 
Africa  in  quickness  of  fire.  Hie  Prussian 
"Military  Considerations  of  the  War  in 
South  Africa,"  a  most  valuable  view  of 
the  war  and  a  mmt  important  Supple- 
ment to  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, described  these  guns  as  "  old  and 
old-fashioned.  The  English  had  only 
one  battery  which  was  quick-firing 
and  the  Boer  artillery  had  126  quidc- 
firing  guns."  One  gun  which  the  Army 
still  possessed  was  the  Liberal  gun  of 
1885.  It  was  converted  in  1392  merely 
from  an  action  on  one  side  to  an  action 
on  the  other,  and  the  spade  attach- 
ment was  added  in  1899.  The 
Member  for  South  Birmingham  defended 
that  gun  in  debate,  but  it  was  admitted 
by  the  €k>vemment  in  1899  that  it  was 
hopelessly  out  of  date.  He  was  abb  to 
state  without  doubt  that  the  German  gun 
of  commerce — the  Krupp  gun  of  1901 — 
which  anyone  could  buy,  was  83ven  timss 
as  good  as  our  gun,  as  it  could  fire  seven 
rounds  for  every  one  fired  by  the  British 
gun,  yet  he  had  quoted  the  amazii^ 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  which 


was  supplied  to  hira,  he  did  not  know  by 
whom.  It  was  not  a  fact  that  when  the 
present  Secretary  of  State  for  War  came 
to  this  House  next  month  for  money  he 
would  propose  the  very  first  Vote  that  had 
ever  been  proposed  for  quick-firing  guns? 
Such  statements  of  the  Prime  Minister 
were  surely  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  was  uni  vers  illy  admitted  that 
the  position  of  the  Prime  Minister  in 
co-ordinating  and  deciding  what  share  of 
increased  taxation  was  to.be  allotted  to 
each  Department  gave  him  a  great  say 
in  such  matters,  but  surely  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  had  to  trust  the  Prime 
Minister,  had  a  right  to  expect  from  him 
that  he  should  keep  himself  aware  of 
what  his  own  military  advisers  were 
thinking  on  these  questions,  and  that  he 
should  at  least  read  the  documents  sent 
to  him.  His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
had  made  a  weighty  attack  on  the  Prime 
Minister,  but  it  was  a  very  deserved  and 
necessary  attack,  one  painful,  he  knew, 
for  his  friend  to  make  in  the  Prime 
Minister's  absence.  His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  devoted  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  speech  to  the  case  of  the  Orange 
Free  State,  and  it  was  necessary  to  bring 
it  forward  because  soldier  after  soldier 
had  pointed  out  what  would  happen. 
His  hon.  friend  quoted  one  passage,  but 
it  was  the  whole  burthen  of  the  speech 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  also  used  the 
following  passage,  which  was  perhaps 
more  appropriate  to  this  occasion  because 
it  contained  one  of  those  needless  reflec- 
tions on  the  military  advisers  of  the 
Crown  which  had  produced  such  a 
painful  impression  on  the  country.  He 
spoke  of — 

"  What  we  did  not  know  at  tlie  tiaie,  that 
tlie  Oranga  Free  State  would  throw  all  their  I 
forces  into  liae  with  the  Transvaal  Repablic."  ' 

Now  the  Chief  Secretary  said  that  [ 
everyone  knew  that.  Why  did  not  the 
Prime  Minister  know  it  1  The  Intelligence 
Department  reported  it  month  after 
month  in  the  critical  period  before  the 
war,  but  the  Prime  Minister  did  not 
know  it,  and  finally,  when  the  matter 
was  brought  before  the  Hou83,  he  made 
the  lamest  of  lame  explanations.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  Government  only 
thought  that  young  men  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  would  leave  the  State  and  take 
part  in  the  war,  and  that  the  Orange 
State  would  not  throw  in>  its  lot  with 
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the  Transvaal.  But  it  had  been  pioved 
conclusively  that  the  War  Office  was 
aware  that  the  Orange  State  was  being 
armed  at  the  cost  of  the  Transvaal, 
and  that  they  were  actually  inter- 
changing small  bodies  of  regular 
troops.  Those  facts  were  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Government 
in  June  and  July,  and  was  it  not 
amazing  that  the  Prime  Minister 
should  go  out  of  his  way  to  make 
these  statements  with  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  Orange  Free  State  1 

There  was  a  secondary  matter  which  was 
reported  on  by  the  Committee,  and  that 
was  the  question  of  mounted  men.  The 
Committee  reported  on  this  subject  on 
three  points,  in  two  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  condemned.  The  Prime 
Minister  at  Manchester  stated  as  one  of 
the  reasons  why  the  Government  could 
not  have  been  adequately  prepared  for 
war,  and  why  they  were  bound  to  make 
the  failures  they  did  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  war,  that  for  the  first  time  in 
military  warfare,  they  had  an  enemy 
wholly  mounted  and  that  that  fact  had 
not  been  adequately  realised.  The  Prime 
Minister  went  on  again  to  attack  the 
military  authorities,  and  he  said  that 
they  "  might  ask  much  of  their  officers 
and  Ministers,  but  they  could  not  ask 
omniscience."  But  the  officers  had 
reported  this  very  fact,  the  Intelligence 
Department  had  reported  that  the  Boers 
would  put  54,000  mounted  infantry  into 
the  field,  and  the  Prime  Minister  must 
have  been  ignorant,  of  the  facts  which 
were  brought  before  the  House  during 
the  war  when  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ment was  already  suspected,  a  suspicion 
which  was  now  confirmed  by  the  Report. 
The  Committee  reported  that  it  was 
necessary  to  increase  the  number  of 
mounted  men,  and  he  could  not  help 
remembering  in  this  connection  that  it 
was  Mr.  Stanhope  who  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  horses  at  the  time  he  reduced  the 
artillery  and  that  that  reduction  was  not 
made  up  for  an  immense  period.  The 
Committee  specifically  censured  the 
Government  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Remount  Department,  although  that 
could  not  have  been  gathered  by  what 
the  Chief  Secretary  said  that  evening. 
The  Commission  whitewashed  the 
Remount  Department  and  General 
Truman,  but  reported  regarding  the 
Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


Government  that  no  one  had  ever  fore- 
seen the  simple  necessity  for  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  Department  in  time  of 
war.   On  the  question  of  mounted  men 
the  Commission  also  censured  the  Govern- 
ment.   Some  of  the  Yeomanry  officers, 
opposite  would  remember  the  report  of 
Colonel  Lucas  in  which  he  said  that 
drafts  ought  to  have  been  sent  out,  but 
it  was  established  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission that  the  Government  failed  to 
keep  up    the   Yeomanry  to   its  full 
strength,  and  that  the  war  was  prolonged 
because  the  report  of  Colonel  Lucas  was. 
not^  acted  on  and  drafts  were  not  sent 
out.  The  Chief  Secretary  asked  them  to 
stick  to  the  Report  of  the  Commission^ 
and,  with  one  divergence,  in  order  to 
support  the  seconder  of  the  Amendment^ 
he  had  stuck  closely  to  the  actual  finding» 
of  the  Report.  The  Government  thoi^ht 
that  they  had  been  acquitted  by  the  Royal 
Commission,  but  the   Prime  Minister 
himself  admitted  the  miscalculations  of 
the  Government,  and  threw  the  whole 
blame  on  their  military  advisers.  The 
Commission  condenmed  the  Government 
not  the  military  advisers.   The  attack  on 
the  soldiers  was  a  mean  attack.  Cer- 
tainly the  soldiers  were  not  responsible 
for  the  condition  of  the  stores  which 
they  had  frequently   reported  to  the 
Government ;  they  were  not  responsible 
for  the  state  of  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment, or  for  the  mi8calculati<»i  of  the 
Prime  Minister  as  to  the  Orange  Free 
State.    So  far  as  he  knew  the  sole 
justification  which  the  Government  had 
for  trying  to  throw  the  blame  off  their 
own  shoulders  and  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  soldiers  related  to  the  question  of 
numbers  and  to  that  alone,  and  on  that 
point  what  the  soldiers  said  was  that 
they  did  not  understand  that  they  were 
entering  on  a  war  of  conquest,  which 
was  a  very  different  thing  from  an 
ordinar  war.  When  the  Government  pro- 1 
claimed  a  policy  of  destroying  a  national-/ 
ity  they  provoked  an  amount  of  resistancej 
of  a  character   and  continuity  which\ 
tieeded  different  forces  to  cope  with  it.l 
The  soldiers  with  one  accord  declared/ 
that  they  were  never  told  a  war  of  con-/ 
quest  was  intended.    That  was  an  im-^ 
portant  answer,  and  one  ofj^whtch  notice 
ought  to  be  taken  by  the  House.  The 
soldier  who  made  the  clearest  statement 
to  the  Commission  was^ir  T.  jKelly 
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Kenny,  who  in  16,923  put  that  view 
forward,  and  the  Commission  appeared 
to  have  accepted  it  as  there  was 
no  attempt  to  rebut  it.  And  yet  Sir  T. 
Kelly  Kenny  was  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  as  the  best  man  they 
could  find  for  a  "  thinking  depart- 
ment "  of  the  War  Office.  In  the  face  of 
that  they  could  hardly  deny  the  autho- 
rity of  such  a  witness  on  such  a  subject. 
The  country  and  the  House  might  con- 
gratulate themselves  that,  in  all  the  cir- 
cumstances disclosed  by  the  Report,  we 
got  through  the  war  as  well  as  we  did. 
The  evidence  which  had  been  placed' be- 
fore the  Commission  by  men  'of  the 
greatest  weight  as  to  what  occurred  at 
the  time  of  the  investment  of  Ladysmith, 
and  as  to  what  would  liave  happened  if 
the  Boers  had  then  reached  that  measure 
of  efficiency  which  they  undoubtedly  did 
attain  in  the  later  stages  of  the  war, 
showed  what  a  danger  we  had  escaped 
in  spite  of  the  admitted  miscalculation 
and  neglected  preparation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Government  had  appealed 
from  the  evidence  to  the  Report ;  he  had 
endeavoured  to  keep  to  the  Report  and 
to  show  from  it  that  the  Commission 
appointed  by  the  Government  them- 
selves had  confirmed  the  charge  which 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Birming- 
ham, W.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  going  to 
apologise  to  the  House  for  intervening 
at  all  in  this  debate,  but  I  gather  that  the 
House  considers,  as  I  do,  that  the  course 
which  it  has  taken  necessitates,  at  all 
events,  a  few  words  from  me.  I  came 
down  to  the  House  under  the  impression 
that  I  was  not  personally — not  excep- 
tionally— concerned  in  the  subject  under 
discussion.  But,  nevertheless,  I  was  in- 
duced to  come  down  by  certain  prefatory, 
preliminary  announcements  which  I  had 
seen  in  the  newspapers,  rumours  which  I 
had  heard,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Shields  was  intending  a  great  de- 
liverance, was  going  to  bring  to  bear  all 
his  forensic  eloquence,  and,  in  a  Motion 
to  condenm  the  Government  for  miUtary 
inefficiency,  was  going  to  demolish  for 
ever  the  reputation  of  the  ex-Colonial 
Secretary.  And  really  I  think  there  was 
some  foundation  for  that,  because  al- 
though I  do  not  think  the  observations 
of  the  hoQ.  and  learned  Member  were 


always  relevant,  yet  I  noticed  through- 
out his  lengthened  speech  a  perpetual  en- 
deavour, an  earnest  desire,  in  all  cir* 
cumstances,  at  all  times  to  lug  in,  some- 
how or  other.  King  Charles's  head,  or  the 
ex-Secretary  of  State's  head,'and  to  pre- 
sent it  on  a  charger  for  the  repudiation 
and  derision  of  the  House.  That  is  a 
very  bad  precedent,  and  I  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  reconsider  his 
action.  Here  for  eight  years  the  whole 
object  of  him  and  a  great  number  of  his 
colleagues  has  been  to  get  rid  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  Now 
they  have  got  rid  of  him.  Really,  is  it 
not  rather  hard  that  when,  not  forced  by 
them,  but  voluntarily,  I  have  yielded  the 
office  I  once  held  with  such  pride  and 
satisfaction,  I  should  now  be  deprived 
of  the  immunities  of  a  private  Member  ? 
The  whole  object  of  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ap- 
peared to  me,  from  first  to  last,  in  the 
most  unnecessary,  most  unreasonable 
and  illogical  way,  to  lug  me  into  matters 
in  which,  at  all  events,  I  was  not  princi- 
pally conceined.  [Opposition  cries  o! 
"  Oh !  "]  Oh,  that  was  not  the  object. 
Well,  what  was  it  ?  I  ask  those  who 
listened  to  the  lengthened  speech  of  an 
hour  and  a  half  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  delivered,  and  in  which  he 
dealt  with  facts  in  an  imaginative  manner, 
from  which  he  omitted,  as  it  appeared  to 
me,  almost  everything  of  importance— I 
ask  hon.  Gentlemen  who  listened  to  him. 
What  was  his  object!  Can  it  have 
been  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man  was  moved  by  strong  patriotic  feel-  , 
ings,  and,  recognising  that  a  great  war  had  \ 
come  to  an  end  and  that  it  ought  to  con- 
vey lessons,  had  resolved  to  devote  him- 
self to  the  study  of  all  the  incidents  of 
the  campaign,  and  to  try  to  point  out  for 
the  benefit  of  his  descendants,  of  his 
country,  and  of  the  Empire,  what  mis- 
takes had  been  made  and  in  what  way  we 
might  on  future  occasions  improve  on 
past  experience  ?  Was  that  his  patriotic 
intention  1  Will  anybody  believe  for  a 
a  moment  who  listened  to  him  that  he  had 
that  objeob^  in  view  ?  Does  anybody 
believe  that  he  cares  one  bra  is  button 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh  !  "]  about  the 
lessons  derived  from  the  war  1  Not  a 
bit  of  it ! 

Well,  there  [was  another  object  I 
though  t  he  might  have  had.   I  c^n  hardhr 
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believe  it  should  have  come  from  those  I  ledge  of  all  the  negotiations  that  went  on. 


Benches,  but  the  whole  couise  of  his  speech 
went  to  show  that  this  war,  which  duiing 
the  whole  of  *he  last  five  yearj  the  whole 
of  the  Opposition  have  been  declaring 
was  unnecessary,  and  might  have  been 
avoided,  was  an  absolutely  inevitable 
conflict.  For  my  part  I  recognise  most 
gratefully  the  result  of  his  speech,  bat  I 
do  not  believe  that  was  his  object.  As  I 
have  said,  the  object  appears  to  me  to  be 
to  trump  up  a  ridiculous  indictment 
against  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  is  absent,  fortunate'y  for 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
attacked  him,  and  against  myself,  who 
fortunately  for  myself  am  present.  It 
is  difficult  to  defend  an  absent  man  when 
he  is  attack^  on  the  score  of  petty  quota- 
tions picked  out  of  I  do  not  know  how 
many  speeches  without  their  context — 
it  is  very  diflScult  even  for  his  nearest 
friend  to  defend  him.  Although  I  do  not 
claim  for  myself  that  proud  position,  I 
claim  that  he  has  no  truer  friend. 
But  in  the  coarse  of  the  remark  of  the 
,  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  what  was 
important  was  not  what  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  said,  but  the  interpretation 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  chooser 
to  put  on  it ;  and  it  is  only  my  right 
hon.  friend  who  could  himself  g've  the 
true  and  correct  interpretation,  although 
perhaps  I 
different  from 
itself  to  his  assailants. 


I  did  80.  The  hon.  and  leuned  Gentle- 
man invented  Cabinet  meetings,  com- 
munications between  colleagues,  and 
declarations  of  colleagues,  which  did  the 
greate  :>t  credit  to  his  humorous  imagina- 
'ion,  but  which  had  not  the  slightest 
foundation  in  fact.  The  commanications 
between  the  members  of  the  Gove'nment 
were  complete,  and  the  Government  knew 
all  that  I  knew  in  regard  to  these  nego- 
tiations, and  I  will  go  a  great  deal  fur- 
ther and  say  that  there  wa}  nothing  of 
substantial  importance  in  connection  with 
those  negotiations  which  was  not  known 
also  to  the  whole  of  this  House  and  to  the 
whole  of  the  public.  There  were  no  secrete, 
the  necessity  did  not  arise,  and.  from 
day  to  day  almost,  in  this  House  I  was 
questioned,  and  I  was  glad  enough  to 
answer  the  questions  addressed  to  me,  as 
to  the  progress  of  the  negotiations. 

I    Now  the  Cabinet  was  aware  of  the  pro- 
I  gTBii  of  the  negotiations,  and  it  wf»  the 
!  duty  of  the  Cabinet  to  prepare  for  pos- 
I  sibiUties.   There  were  two  questions  : 
What  was  the  preparation  to  be  and  when 
was   the   preparation  to  be  made,  the 
amount  of  preparation  and  the  time  of 
preparation.    Those  are  two  very  impor- 
tant thin^,  and  I  am  prepared  to  justify, 
to     take    the    fullest  responsibility 


both  for  the  time  and  for  the  amount, 
might    suggest  somethmg ,  ^  t^e  charge  of  the  hon.  and 

that  which  commended  learned  Gentleman  «    It  is  that  we  faUed, 

that  was  how  he  began  his  speech,  to 
For  myself,  so  far  as  I  was  attacked  in  provide  for  the  defence  of  those  of  our 

colonies  and  possessions  which  we  knew 
to  be  threatened.  I  could  not  help  smil- 
ing when  he  came  at  last  to  his  perora- 
tion. What  was  the  conclusion,  the 
moral,  the  thing  he  wished  to  impress  on 
this  House  as  the  result  of  the  crimes  and 
iniquities  he  described  as  having  been 
committed  bv  the  Government  ?    I  for- 


the  matter,  I  do  not  shrink  in  the  least 
from  that  corporate  responsibility  which 
belongs  to  every  member  of  a  Govern- 
ment ;  but  I  absolutely  refuse  to  accept 
any  special  or  exceptional  responsibility 
beyond  that  general  position.  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Government  which  pre- 
pared, or  failed  to  prepare,  for  this  war 


and  the  conduct  of  the  war.  [An  Hon.  .  get  the  exact  words,  the  eloquent  words. 
Member  :  Mi  >conduct.]  Well,  at  all  i  but  the  effect  was  that  the  Government 
events,  we  won  the  war,  and  no  thanks  to  which  could  have  failed  to  provide  for  the 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  But,  as  I  defence  of  Natal  and  the  Cape  was  nn- 
Eay,  all  those  who  were  membe  s  of  that  fitted  to  consider  commercial  questions. 
Government  accept  that  corporate  re-  !  King  Charles's  head,  Mr.  Speaker ! 
eponsibiUty,  and  some  of  us  undoubtedly  What  a  bathos !   There  was  the  object ; 


had  a  more  special  responsibility.  Now 
what  was  my  special  re  >ponsibility  other 
than  that  of  any  of  my  colleagues  ?  In  a 
( ense,  I  was,  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
conducting  negotiations,  and  it  was  my 


it  was  to  that  conclusion  that  the  whole 

of  this  great  and  eloquent  oration  tended. 
The  Government  were  to  be  abused,  and 
every  possible  fault  was  to  be  imphed  to 
them,  in  order  that  it  might  be  proved  to 


duty  to  keep  my  collsagues  in  full  know-  the  satisfaction  of  tho.  hon.  and  learned 
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Gentleman,  and  the  other  hon.  Qentle- 
men  who  cheeied  him,  that  we  were  unfit 
to  deal  with  commercial  questions ! 

The  question?  were — ^Did  we  make  pre- 
paration in  time,  did  we  make  prepar- 
ation sufficient,  in  all  human  calcu- 
lation, in  amount  ?  Perhaps  it  will  sur- 
prise the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
though  it  camiot  surprise  any  of  those 
who  were  present  at  the  debates  at  the 
time  of  Uie  Bloemtontein  Conference, 
both  before  and  subsequently,  that  we 
earnestly  strove,  and  that  we  actually 
believed  almost  to  the  end  in  the  possi- 
bility of  a  peaceful  solution.  By  that 
you  must  judge  our  policy.  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  ii  going  to  tell  us 
that  he  saw  better  than  we  d^,  that  he 
knew  the  Boer  was  not  to  be  trusted, 
that  there  was  no  possibility  of  coming  to 
terms  with  him,  that  the  issue  was  in- 
evitable, and  that  we  ought  from  the 
first  to  have  taken  up  an  active,  violent, 
and  hostile  position — very  well,  I  will 
say  perhaps  he  was  right.  But  that  was 
not  our  view ;  honestly  we  believed  that 
peace  was  possible,  honestly  we  strove 
for  it,  and  to  a  certain  extent,  undoubt- 
edly, I  admit  it,  ^t  hampered  our 
action,  that  hampered  our  prepara- 
tions— hampered  them  both  in  regard 
to  time  and  to  amount.  We  had 
to  keep  two  things  in  view.  We  had  to 
keep  in  view  in  the  first  place  the  desir- 
ability and  the  importance  of  maintain- 
ing peace  if  peace  ware  possible  ;  we  had 
at  the  same  time  to  consider  that  we 
might  fail,  and  that  we  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared against  the  worst  r  suits  of  &uch 
a  failure  —  that  if  war  did  come, 
against  our  wish,  against  our  hope, 
almost  against  our  belief,  at  any 
rate  we  should  have  as  considerable 
a  preparation  as  was  consistent  with  our 
desire  for  peace. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  treat  this 
matter  absolutely  in  connection  with  the 
facts,  or,  at  all  events,  with  our  separate 
view  of  the  facts,  and  without  any  re- 
crimination ;  but  I  cannot  do  that  in  the 
presence  of  a  bitter,  I  might  say  almost 
malignant,  speech  such  as  that  we  have 
listened  to.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh ! "] 
Oh,  yes ;  I  am  perfectly  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House ;  that  speech  was  not  a 
mere  ordinary  political  speech,  it  was  a 
bitter  speech,  and  an  unnecessarily  bitter 
speech   [Opposition  cries  of  "Oh!"], 


and  in  face  of  a  speech  of  that  kind  I 
cannot  refrain  from  the  natural  and 

necessary  recrimination. 

I  say  we  strove  for  peace.  I  believed, 
I  repeat,  that  peace  was  possible,  and  I 
believe  peace  was  rendered  impossible 
by  two  things.  In  the  first  place,  I 
believed — and  let  me  say  that  this  belief 
of  mine  was  confirmed  by  all  I  heard 
when  I  visited  those  countries  and  had 
conversations  with  Boer  and Briton 
alike — I  believed  that  President  Eruger 
was  influenced  by  his  hope  and  belief  that 
he  would  receive  assistance  from  foreign 
countries.  1  do  not  think  he  ever  had 
any  real  reason  for  that  belief,  although  I 
do  know  as  a  fact  that  persons  whom 
he  thought  to  be  influential  gave  him  en- 
couragement in  that  beUef.  And,  in 
second  place,  he  believed  that,  as  he  said 
himself  in  pubUc,  he  could  rely  on  the 
Opposition.  From  first  to  last  in  our 
negotiations  we  were  hampered  by  the 
fact  that  President  Kruger  did  not  beheve 
that  this  country  was  in  earnest,  and  he 
believed  that  this  Government,  which 
represented  the  country,  was  bluffing, 
that  when  it  came  to  the  point  it  would 
retire,  and  that  the  people  would  not 
support  it.  How  could  he  believe  other-  ^ 
wise  ?  How  could  he  believe  we  were 
in  earnest,  when  even  in  June,  1899 — a 
favourite  date  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member — and  in  July,  1899 — another 
favourite  and  critical  date,  when  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  says  we  ought  to 
have  known  that  war  was  inevitable — 
whm,  even  at  that  time,  the  Leader  o| 
the  Opposition  was  saying  

Sir   H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs):  Hear,  hear! 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Wait  a 
minute — was  saying  that  there  was 
nothing  to  justify  "  either  warlike  action, 
or  even  mihtary  preparation." 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  ; 
In  what  was  there  nothing  to  justify 
either  war,  or  the  prospect  of  war,  or 
even  military  preparation  ?  Let  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  read  the  words. 
If  his  memory  has  failed  him  and  he  has 
not  got  the  words,  which  probably  he  has 
not,  because  they  would  not  suit  his 
purpose  [Ministerial  cries  of  "Oh!"], 
I  will  remind  him  th.^  I^s^d^^mt^. 


455       Kin^i  Speech  {MoUm      {CWMMOXS}  for  an  Address).  456 


whole  story  of  the  Government,  in  the  1  said  was  that  it  was  inevitable  that,  if 
whole  of  the  case  which  they  put  before  |  you  fought  the  Transvaal,  you  would 
the  country,  so  far  as  we  knew  it,  there  also  have  to  fight  the  Orange  Free  State, 
was  nothing  to  justify  war  or  even  military  It  was  the  inevitability  of  war  with  the 
preparation.  Orange  Free  State  that  I  referred  to. 


Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Yea,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  all  he  now 
says.   He  has  had  a  good  deal  to  say 
with  regard   to  this  unfortunate  ex- 
pression of  his.    But  he  did  not  say  what 
he  says  now  in  his  first  statement.  His 
first  statement  was  made  at  Ilford  in 
June,  1899,   He  did  not  then  say  what 
he  has  now  told  ns.   He  said  it  after- 
wards in  explanation.    I  do  not  think 
the  explanation  made  much  difference  ; 
but  in  any  case  it  came  too  late.    I  do 
not  care,  I  do  not  know,  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  meant  when  he  said 
that.    It  is  not  my  business  to  interpret 
his  mind.    But  I  know  what  the  effect  of 
that  was  upon  everybody  who  heard  it, 
upon  everybody  who  read  it ;  what  its 
effect  was  upon  us,  and  what  its  effect 
was  upon  the  Boers.    When  you  say, 
two  or  three  months  before  war  is  declared 
by  the  Boers,  that  there  is  no  reason 
for  military  preparation — I  do  not  care 
how  you  may  explain  it — the  effect  upon 
the  Boers  is  that  they  think  they  may 
safely  continue.    I  wou^  like  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  he  re- 
gretted that  his  words  should  have  been 
misinterpreted  by  the  Boers  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  Oh !"],  but,  whether  he  says 
it  or  not,  the  fact  remains  the  same,  and 
I  here  say  it  to  his  face,  as  I  have  said  it 
over  and  over  again  in  the  country. 
How,  I  say,  do  you  expect  that  at 
this  time,  when  we  are  told  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  that  war  was  in- 
evitable, the  Boers  would  meet  our  desire 
for  a  reasonable  arrangement — and  it 
was  a  reasonable  arrangement,  as  the 
Opposition  admitted  at  the  time — how 
do  you  expect  that,  when  they  thought 
that,  if  they  refused  it,  we  should  not 
make  military  preparations,  or,  if  we  did, 
we  should  be  condemned  by  the  Opposi- 
tion, to  the  power  and  influence  and 
importance  of  which  they  attached  a 
great  deal  more  importance  than  was 
necessary  ? 

Mk.  ROBSON  :  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  I  did  not 
say  that  war  was  inevitable.    What  I 

Sir  IT.  Campbell-Bannerman. 


Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  As  a  matter 
of  courtesy  I  will  answer  the  hon.  and 
learned  (Gentleman,  though  I  see  no 

relevancy  whatever  in  the  interruption. 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh ! "]  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  says  that  war 
was  inevitable  if  you  fought  the  Orange 
River  Colony  as  well  as  the  Transvaal. 
[OpposiTioH  cries  of  "  No."]  What  has 
that  to  do  with  it  ?  [Oppobitioh  cries  of 
"  Oh ! "]  Have  I  not  rightly  understood 
the  hon.  Gentleman  ?  - 

Mb.  ROBSON  :  What  I  said  was  that 
it  was  inevitable  that  if  you  fought  the 
Transvaal  you  would  also  have  to  fight 
the  Orange  Free  State.  When  I  was 
reproaching  the  Gtovemment  for  want  of 
preparation  I  was  reproaching  them  for 
want  of  preparation  in  reference  to  that 
contingency. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  will  only 
say  in  answer  to  that  explanation  that 
I  will  deal  vfiiAx  the  question  of  the  two 
States  directly.  It  does  not  come  in  at 
this  moment. 

Now,  Sir,  what  I  last  said  was  that  the 
views  expressed  by  the  Opposition  seri- 
ously interfered,  in  my  opinion,  with  the 
success  of  our  diplomatic  efforts.  We 
never  had  any  success,  and  I  will  ask  you 
to  find  a  single  South  African  who  will 
deny  this  statement — we  never  had  or 
could  have  any  success  with  the  Boers 
so  long  as  they  did  not  believe  that  we 
were  in  earnest.   Now  I  appeal  to  the 
fairness  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to 
admit  that  daring  the  whole  course  of  the 
Bloemfontein  discussion,  and  even  for 
some  time  afterwards,  the  despatches 
that  I  addressed  to  President  Kruger 
met    with   their    entire  approbation. 
There  was  not,   so  far  as   I  know, 
an    adverse    criticism   of   those  des- 
patches either  in  the  House — certainly 
not  by  any  person  of  representative 
authority — or  in  any  of  the  organs  of  the 
Press.    They  were  admitted  to  be  mod- 
erate despatches ;  no  complaint  whatever 
was  made  of  tfegj^e^  .^Ifeg^^^il^fee  speech 
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— it  is  very  ancient  history — to  which  the 
lion,  fnd  learned  Gentleman  has  referred 
again  to-night — the  speech  which  he 
•described  as  a  minatory  speech,  a  provoca- 
tive  speech,  and  adjectives  of  that  kind. 
Well,  I  never  dispute  adjectives.  That  is 
a  matter  of  taste.  What  I  wish  to  say  is 
that  I  take  the  fullest  responsibility  for 
that  speech  ;  I  made  it  deuberately,  and, 
knowing  all  that  I  know  now,  if  I  had  to 
go  through  exactly  the  same  situation  I 
^onld  make  a  similar  speech  again.  And 
I  will  say  why.  Owing  to  the  circum- 
stances to  which  I  have  referred,  it  be- 
«ame  evident  to  me — I  had  sufficient 
evidence — ^that  President  Kruger  did  not 
believe  ve  were  in  earnest,  and  I  desired 
in  the  fewest  words,  with  the  least  offence 
but  at  the  same  time  with  the  utmost 
firmness,  to  point  out  to  President  Kruger 
that,  as  I  believed,  the  British  Govem- 
muit  and  the  British  nation  were  in 
«8anest.  Sir,  I  said  the  sands  were  run- 
ning out.  That  was  the  expression  which 
I  used.  Really  if  one's  literature  is  to  be 
examined  with  snch  careful  criticism  as 
has  been  applied  to  some  of  mine,  who  is 
there  who  can  escape  ?  But  I  took,  I  ad- 
mit on  the  spur  of  the  moment',  an  illustra- 
tion which  I  did  not  mean  to  be  offensive. 
What!  did  mean  to  say  was  that  President 
Kroger  was  letting  out  drop  by  drop — 
-Uiat  is  to  say,  insignificant  portions — 
reforms  which  were  quite  insufficient  to 
meet  the  demands  that  were  made  upon 
him.  I  will  not  go  back  on,  nor  do  I  think 
it  worth  while  to  defend,  that  term.  But 
the  point  that  was  of  importance,  that 
m&y  be  considered  to  have  constituted  a 
threat,  was  contained  in  the  words  "  the 
sands  are  mniung  out."  Sir,  they  were 
running  out.  I  do  not  care — ^it  is  not  my 
expression — am  perfectly  willing  to 
accept  the  statement  that  I  am  the  author 
of  the  new  diplomacy.  If  so,  the  new 
diplomacy  consists  only  in  this,  in  en- 
deavouring to  make  your  opponents  know 
and  to  make  your  friends  know  what  you 
mean.  I  have  never  believed  in  the  low 
cunning,  as  I  think  it  to  be,  which  charac- 
terised the  diplomacy  of  centuries  ago, 
in  which  the  object  was  to  deceive  your 
opponent  as  to  what  it  was  you  intended ; 
and,  above  all,  in  our  democratic  times 
I  for  one  will  never  be  a  party  to  deceiving 
our  own  people.  When  you  come  into 
power  go  back  to  the  old  diplomac^^,  the 


real  Conservative  diplomacy,  if  you  please . 
But,  whether  you  blame  me  for  it  or  not, 
my  idea  of  diplomacy  is,  as  it  is  of  every 
bargain  of  every  kind  in  every  sort  of 
condition,  that  yon  should  make  perfectly 
clear  what  it  is  that  you  want,  and  try  to 
get  the  clearest  idea  of  what  it  is  that  your 
opponent  wants,  and  thm  endeavour  to 
come  to  an  arrangement.  v.i 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  only  these  few  words — I 
attach  some  importance  to  them  myself, 
I  did  at  the  time,  and  I  do  now — it  is  only 
these  few  words  as  to  which  you  can 
possibly  assert  that  the  diplomacy  of 
this  country  at  that  time  was  in  the  slight- 
est degree  minatory  or  calculated  to 
interfere  with  the  cause  of  peace.  Our 
object  was  that  Prendent  Kruger  should 
not  enter  upon  the  course  which  he  ulti- 
mately adopted  without  full  knowledge 
of  what  our  object  was.  Well,  all  during 
this  time  we  hoped  for  peace.  Under 
these  circumstances  we  are  told  that  we 
ought  to  have  moved  the  forces  of  the 
Crown,  and  that  is  what  we  are  told  by 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, niey  seem  to  think  that  we 
could  deal  witii  this  question  in  an  auto- 
cratic and  dictatorial  way.  No,  Sir.  We 
cannot  do  anything  in  secret.  Every- 
thing, even  the  smallest  movement,  under 
such  circumstances  is  known  to  all  the 
world.  Of  course,  we  had  to  consider 
when  the  time  came  what  was  to  be  done 
when  we  would  no  longer  have  any  choice. 
Of  course,  Lord  Woueley,  who  is  not  a 
politician,  suggested — I  forget  what  he 
called  them — "discreet  movements"  or 
something  of  that  kind.  The  thing  is 
impossible.  We  who  are  politicians  know 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible.  Hardly 
a  regiment  could  be  moved  without  every- 
body knowing  it ;  therefore  we  could  not 
take  any  really  substantial  or  important 
step  without  thereby  giving  a  warning  to 
the  Transvaal,  which  it  might  have  been 
wise  to  give,  but  which  might  have  been 
followed  by  a  declaration  of  war  which 
would  have  been  supposed  to  be  due  to 
onr  action.  It  was  a  very  difficult  and 
delicate  case.  I  do  not,  let  me  say, 
defend  myself  against  those  who  think 
we  acted  wrongly.  Undoubtedly  there 
were  preparations  which  otherwise  we 
might  have  made,  but  which  if  made, 
would  have  become  known,  and  perhaps 
hindered  the  object  we  had  iiy^ew.  i 
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Now,  Sir,  what  are  we  told  now  ?  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  for  half-an- 
hour,  at  any  rate,  repeated  to  the  House 
the  reports, orthe  substance  of  the  reports, 
of  the  Intelligence   Department.  We 
knew  everything  that  is  contained  in 
those  reports.   It  is  quite  tme  t^t  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  sayB  we  ought 
to  have  known.    I  repeat,  in  order  to  give 
him  satisfaction,  that  we  knew  all  about 
those  reports  [Cries  of  "  Balfour  did  not 
know  "] ;  but  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
does  not  make  a  distinction,  which  he 
ought  to  make,  between  those  things  stated 
by  the  Intelligence  Department  as  facts 
and  those  thin^  stated  as  opinions ;  and 
that  is  a  very  important  distinction.  In 
the  case  of  facts  we  can  accept  them  with- 
out the  slightest  doubt ;  but  in  the  case  of 
opinions  they  are  submitted  for  criticism 
and  comment.    But  what  became  of 
those  reports  ?    They  went  to  the  War 
Office.    That  was  the  first  place.  They 
were  intended  for  the  War  Office.  Does 
the  hon.  and  learned  Membet  suppose 
that  the  Intelligence  Department  is  for 
the  private  information  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  ?    If  he  or  any  of  his  friends 
think  that  they  are  mistaken.    It  is 
primarily  for  the  information  of  the  War 
Office,  and  the  War  Office,  perceiving  the 
reports  concerned  matters  in  which  the 
Colonial  Office  was  much  interested,  sent 
copies  to  the  Colonial  Office  which  is 
entitled  to  them,  and  did  comment  upon 
them  from  time  to  time.   I  ought  to  have 
said  what  I  say  now,  that  I  do  not  yield 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in 
my  admiration  of  the  work  of  the  In- 
telligence Department.    It  was  said  that 
at  the  outbreak  of  war  we  knew  nothing, 
and  that  the  Intelligence  Department 
must  have  been  very  inefficient.    On  the 
contrary  we  knew  everything  that  I  think 
we  could  fairly  have  expected  to  know. 
We  did  know  the  number  of  men  likely  to 
be  opposed  to  us.   We  did  know — I 
believe  almost  exactly —  the  number  of 
the  great  guns  opposed  to  us  and  their 
calibre,  and  we  knew  practically  the 
number  of  rifles  possessed  by  the  Boers 
and  the  amount  of  the  ammunition  which 
they  had.    The  whole  Cabinet  knew. 
[Cries  of  dissent  from  the  Opposition.] 
No  one  has  ever  denied  it.    [Cries  of 
"Yea."]  Who?  [Several Hon. Members : 
"  Balfour."]   Certainly  he  knew,  and  in 
bis  absence  I  deny  that  for  him.  He 
Mt.  J.  Chamberlain. 


knew  it ;  we  all  did,  and  we  discussed  it. 
['*  Oh !  "]  We  knew  aU  that.  I  am  not 
dealing  for  the  moment  with  the  political 
situation  in  the  two  States,  but  we  knew 
all  this  about  the  military  preparations 
of  the  Transvaal  and  title  Orange  Free 
State.  Well,  all  that  went  to  the  War 
Office. 

It  is  all  very  fine  to  say  now  that 
the  Government  have  tried  to  throw  the 
blame  off  their  own  shoulders  on  to  those 
of  anybody  else.  So  far  as  I  know  they 
have  not  blamed  anyone.  It  is  a  per- 
fect imposture  for  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
pretend  that  laymen  can  have  the  same 
valuable  opinion  or  assert  the  same 
opinion  as  military  men  are  entitled  to 
have  and  assert.  When  the  next  war 
comes,  and  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  attains  to  that  high  position  to 
which  I  hope,  in  justice  to  his  talents,  he 
will  attain,  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  office  of 
the  Attomey'G^eneral  which  will  have  to- 
deal  with  that  war.  That  was  not  our 
view.  We  do  not  think  it  is  the  business 
of  any  office  but  the  Military  Office  or  the 
Naval  Office,  as  the  case  may  be.  But  as 
to  policy  and  principles — that  is  the 
business  of  the  Cabinet.  But  for  the 
details  of  war,  it  is  perfect  nonsense  to  pre- 
tend to  be  in  any  sense  pfflsooally  respon- 
sible. I.  may  have  all  kinds  of  opinions 
about  strategy,  but  I  am  not  conceited 
enough  to  put  them  forward  as  worth 
attention  for  a  moment  against  those  of 
the  most  subordinate  officer  in  the  Army. 
No,  Sir,  these  facts  relating  to  the  military- 
situation  came  to  the  War  Office  in  the 
first  instance,  and  afterwards  they  were  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government.  What, 
then,  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  ? 
They  went  to  their  military  advisers,  they 
asked  their  advice,  and  they  had  their 
advice,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
the  advice  they  received  was  wrong ; 
therefore  I  am  not  blaming  the  military 
authorities.  What  would  the  hon.  and 
learnt  Gentleman  have  had  us  do  ? 
When  I  came  to  the  Colonial  Office  how 
many  men  were  in  South  Africa  ?  Three 
thousand  men,  left  there  by  my  prede- 
cessor. [Cries  of  "Hear,  hear,"  "Before 
the  Raid,"  and  "Order."]  Was  that 
because  there  was  no  danger  of  war  ? 
["  Yes."]  Nonsense,  there  was  danger  of 
war,  there  was  real  danger  of  war  during 
the  time  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
was  in    office.    Why^we   ware  very 
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near  serious  trouble  at  the  time  Lord  Loch 
was  at  Johannesburg.  It  is  very  con- 
Tenient  to  forget  that  now,  but  Uie  situa- 
tion was  one  of  daitgar,  uid  was  so  leoog- 
nised  at  the  time.  Is  it  pretended  Ulat 
3,000  men  was  a  sufficient  protection 
j^ainst  possibilities  long  before  the  Raid 
was  ever  tiiought  o^?  It  is  perfectly 
absurd.  Well,  what  did  we  do  ?  We  did 
not  want  to  do  anything  unnecessary,  we 
did  not  wish  to  draw  too  much  attention 
to  it,  but  in  four  years  we  increased  that 
3.000  to  12,000.  But  these  12,000  men 
were  not  even  then  properly  co-ordinated  ; 
there  was  not  enough  artillery,  not  enough 
cavalry.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
that  perfectly  well :  he  knew — ^he  must 
have  known,  having  had  experience  of 
military  administration— that  ^e  military 
arrangements  of  the  12,000  troops  in 
South  Africa  were  not  sufficient,  that  they 
were  not  acomplete  body,  that  the  arrange- 
ments required  additions,  alterations, 
changes,  and  modifications,  in  order  to 
make  them  complete  even  for  that  force. 
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Mil.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  assented. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Will  he  absolve  me  from  any  condition  of 
confidence  in  regard  to  it  ¥ 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Yes,  I  am 

delighted  to  do  so.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  that  I  am  leaving  this  country 
very  quickly ;  he  knows  that  probably 
or,  if  not,  I  may  tell  him.  that  I  am  leaving 
very  shortly  for  a  holiday  I  have  not  taken 
for  a  great  many  years ;  therefore  it  is  not 
possible  for  me  to  supply  the  whole  corres- 
pondence, but  I  shall  be  perfectiy  content 
if  he  will  undertake  to  do  so.  I  shall  be 
glad  if  he  will  do  so. 


8iK  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
What  year  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referring  to  ! 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  1899. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  ms  not  in  office  then. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Certainly 
not ;  but  surely  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
does  not  mean  to  say  that,  although  he 


Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
In  answer  to  that  particular  point  I  must 
explain  that  part  of  the  correspondence  is 
locked  up  in  my  house  in  Scotland.  It  is 
one  of  the  inconveniences  of  having  two 
houses  that  tiie  particular  thing  yon  want 
is  in  the  otiier  house. 


Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  most 
thoroughly  sympathise  witii  the  right 
i  hon.  Gentleman,  for  I  am  in  exactly  the 
same  position.  I  am  afraid  I  really  could 
not  get  at  the  coxrespondenoe  in  the 
time  that  remains  to  me.  But  I  have 
absolute  confidence  in  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  I  shall  be  perfectly 
satisfied  if  hs  will  produce  the  whole  of 
the  correspondence  at  such  a  time  as 
waa  not  in  office,  he,  having  the  experience  i  niay  be  convenient  to  him.    For  the 


he  has  had,  and  knowing  all  about  the 
organisation  of  the  Army,  he  did  not 
know,  not  merely  from  his  own  knowledge 
and  experience,  but  from  other  informa- 
tion, that  the  condition  of  the  force  was 
unsatisfactory  in  the  sense  that  it  was  in- 
complete ?    That  is  all  I  say. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refer  to 
a  conversation  1  had  with  him  at  that 

VOL.  CXXIX.  fFouRTH  Series.] 


moment  I  dismiss  the  correspondence, 
and  I  will  rely  on  this — that  it  is  obvions, 
with  the  experience  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  had  of  War  Office  matters, 
that  he  most  have  known  that  the 
12,000  men  in  South  Africa  at  the  time 
were  not  satisfactorily  provided  for, 
that  they  were  not  properly  co-ordinated, 
and  that  certain  alterations  were  re- 
quired. My  point  is  this,  although  he 
knew  that — and  I  think  he  niost  have 
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known  it — he  nevertiielesaL  declared 
there  was — to  nse  his  words — ^no  need 
im  miUta^  preparations.  That  was  the 
state  of  the  case  in  1899.  About  that 
time — I  do  not  give  the  exact  time,  for 
tiiey  were  very  close  tt^ther— it  became 
almost  certain  that  war  would  ensne. 
There  must  be  some  personal  difference  of 
opinion  in  matters  of  that  kind.  From 
Lord  Lanadowne's  evidence  it  would  aeem 
that  I  was  more  sanguine  than  he  was. 
About  the  6th  September  he  thon^t  war 
was  inevitable.  I  certainly  did  not.  I 
had  hopes  im  some  time  after  that  date — 
but  at  all  events  the  matter  had  got  to 
the  point  that  it  was  dangerous ;  and, 
as  we  considered  that  the  time  had 
come  when  we  must  deal  with  the 
necessary  reinforcements,  we  did  deal 
with  the  necessary  reinforcements. 
We  asked  the  military  authorities, 
"What  is  the  amount  of  troops  you 
require  in  Sout^  Africa  in  order 
that  we  may  substantially  defend  our 
colonies!"  The  answer  was  20,000 
men.  We  had  within  a  day  or  two  of 
the  Iseaking  out  of  war  22,000  men. 
YoD  may  say  we  ran  it  very  close.  So 
we  did.  We  put  it  ofE  to  the  last  moment 
for  the  reason  that  I  have  frankly  stated ; 
but  we  were  in  time.  We  did  even  more 
than  we  were  required.  We  had  in  fact 
rather  more  men  on  the  spot  before  any 
substantial  operation  had  taken  place. 
They  were  sufficient  to  prevent  tike  snb- 
stantial  invasion  of  Natal.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Grentleman  talked  of  days 
and  weeks  wasted  in  moving  the  Indian 
troops  to  Lady  smith.  They  were  taken 
from  the  ship,  pnt  on  the  train,  and 
were  at  Ladysmith  almost  as  soon  as 
they  landed.  To  those  men  who  fought 
there  during  that  glorious  siege  we  owe 
it  that  Ladysmith  remained  a  virgin 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 
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city,  and  that  anything  like  a  really 
dangerous,  substantial  overthrow  of 
Natal  was  entirely  prevented.  That  is 
the  preparation  we  made,  and  who  is 
going  to  blame  us  ?  Ton  may  say  we 
ra^ht  have  sent  these  reinfarcementa 
before.  All  I  can  say  is  you  would  have 
had  war  so  much  earlier  and  you  would 
have  been  the  first  to  blame  us  and 
to  declare  that  it  was  entirely  our  fault. 
We  asked  more.  We  asked  of  the 
military  authorities  again,  "What  do 
you  want  to  carry  on  the  war  T*  Now 
what  is  this  ridiculous  qnibbling  about 
whether  the  war  was  to  end  in  annexa- 
tion or  not  ?  No  question  of  the  kind 
was  ever  raised.  The  object  was  to  beat 
the  enemy.  When  we  had  beaten  the 
enemy ^we  could  do  what  we  liked  with 
them ;  and  whether  we  annexed,  or  did 
not  annex,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
military  authorities.  We  asked  what 
do  you  want,  and  the  answer  was  00,000 
men  roughly  and  generally.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  produced  a  statement 
which  amazed  me,  that  Sir  William 
Butler  had  said  that  60,000  to  100,000 
men  would  be  required.  When  did  Sir 
William  Butler  say  that  % 

Mb.  BOBSON  :  Sir  William  Butler,  in 
his  evidence,  described  a  conversation  he 
had  with  his  staff  as  to  that  number.  He 
was  never  aslrad  to  advise  t^e  Govern- 
ment. He  was  only  asM,  so  far  as  tike 
Government  was  concerned,  to  prepare 
a  defence  scheme  on  the  basis  of  the  exist- 
ing forces,  but  he  described  in  his  evi- 
dence what  was  the  view  he  had  given 
to  the  men  about  him. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  ReaUy,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would  be 
wiser  to  wait  before  he  makes  interrup- 
tions of  that  kind.  ^^I  Jl^  np^^l^^.quite 
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how  to  describe  them,  but  I  entirely  djBer 
from  their  tcme.  The  hon.  «al  learned 
Gentleman,  amid  the  loud  cheers  of  that 
aide  oi  the  House,  cited  Sir  William 
Butler  as  saying  that  80,000  to  100,000 
men  were  required  for  this  work.  If 
he  had  done  so  it  was  hi)  first  duty, 
whether  he  was  asked  or  not,  to  say  so  to 
us.  The  Government  were  employing 
hmi.  He  was  one  of  the  representatives 
of  the  country.  I  would  not  do  General 
Butler,  whom  I  believe  to  be  a  soldier 
of  the  highest  reputation,  the  dishonour 
that  was  done  to  him  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  He  did  not  say  any. 
t)a3i%  of  the  kind.  He  sud  something 
quite  different.  He  said  the  reverse.  In 
the  evidence  before  the  Commission  it 
was  stated  that  all  General  Butler's 
letters  had  been  read  and  t^e  only  one 
tiiat  referred  to  the  number  of  troops  re- 
quired in  the  event  of  war  in  South  Africa 
was  in  a  letter  of  10th  May,  1899.  His 
words  were — 

"All  thiogs  considered,  I  put  the  total  of 
troops  required  in  tiie  erent  of  wu  between  the 
Engttsb  and  Bntoh  races  " 

(He  does  not  say  between  us  and  these 
two  colonies.) 

"  Fm  that  is  the  real  meaning  tA  a  war  in  the 
I^nBraal." 

At  what  did  he  put  it!  At  100,000, 
men?  80,000  men  1  No.  "40,000 
men."  And  yet  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  who  has  evidently  given 
hours  of  time  to  the  study  of  the 
Blue-books,  and  read  every  word  of 
t^em,  and  picked  out  every  syllable  which 
could  posubly  tell  against  the  Govern- 
ment, comes  down  here  and  delivers  a 
philippic,  and  produces  an  .impression  so 
erroneous !  I  do  not  refer  more  to 
General  Butler.    It  was  thought,  not 


that  40,00)  men  on  the  whole,  but  50.000 
in  addition  to  the  20.000  l^t  were  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  defending  the 
colony  should  be  sent.  We  adopted  that 
advice  to  the  letter — No !  not  to  the  letter, 
because  we  sent  more  than  20,000  to 
hold  the  forts  and  more  than  50,000  men 
to  carry  out  the  operations.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  who  knows  all  about 
military  affairs,  asks  why  it  was  we  did 
not  succeed  at  first.  I  am  not  going  to 
S'>y  whose  fault  it  was  that  we  did  not 
succeed  at  first.  But  I  thoroughly  agree 
with  him  that,  if  we  had  succeeded  at 
first,  our  military  advisers  would  have 
been  found  to  be  correct  in  the  opimon 
that  70,000  men  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  complete  the  work.  But  who  said 
at  the  time  that  we  had  not  sent  a  suffi- 
cient force  ?  I  say  that  no  one  of  the 
slij^test  importance  or  authority  at  home 
or  abroad — for,  of  course,  we  paid  atten- 
tion to  military  critics  abroad — suggesteil 
that  we  required  to  send  out  more  than 
50,000  in  the  first  instance  to  carry  on 
the  war. 

I  now  come  to  a  smaller  issue 
to  which  I  must  refer.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  we  were  advised 
by  tiie  Intelligence  Department  t^t  the 
Orange  River  Colony  would  go  to  war 
with  us.  Yes.  we  were.  It  is  said  that 
my  ri^t  hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister 
declared  that  we  were  not.  My  right 
hon.  friend  can  defend  himself,  and  I  do 
not  know  how  far  the  extract  read  from 
his  speech  may  have  been  qualified.  But 
if  it  was  not  qualified,  I  can  only  say  that 
my  right  hon.  friend  went  a  little  too  far. 
We  both  knew,  and  did  not  know.  We 
knew  in  the  sense  that  there  was  a  treaty 
between  the  Orange  River  Colony  and 
the  Transvaal.  But  who  could  say  in 
the  light  of  the  past  history  of  South 

Digitized  by  LjOOg IC 


467  AdjoummiU  of  {COMMONS}  the  Hoiw.  468 

Africa,  or  of  any  part  of  the  world,  that  j  was  absolutely  certain  to  retain  its  in- 
at  the  exact  moment  that  treaty  would  dependence  if  it  did  not  go  to  war- 
be  fulfilled  ?  Mr.  Schreiner — a  gentle-  \  would  join  the  Transvaal.  But  it  was 
man  who  is  quoted  by  hon.  Members  on  quite  possible  for  ua  to  have  differences 
the  other  side  if  by  any  chance  he  says  of  opinion  on  a  matter  of  that  kind- 
anything  that  lends  itself  to  their  view,  At  all  events  we  asked  our  militaiy 
but  whom  I  am  content  to  take  as  a  very  advisers  to  be  prepared  for  boUi  alter- 


honourable  man,  and  a  man  of  keen 
j  udgment,  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  local  situation — had  assurances  from 
the  President  of  the  Orange  River  Colony, 
Mr.  Stejrn  himself,  that  the  country 


natives ;  and  then  when  it  was 
decided  to  go  through  the  Orange 
River  Colony  to  the  Transvaal — which 
I  humbly  think  would  have  been  the 
better  strategy — a  change  was  made  by 


would  not  take  sides  against  us.  Mr.  ^  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  field,  and 
Schreiner  subsequratly  stated  how  dis-  he  went  to  Ladysmith  instead.  But 
appointed  he  was  that  these  assurances  .  where  is  the  blame  for  the  Grovemment ! 
which  had  been  given  to  him  had  not !  What  ground  is  there  for  the  action  of  the 
1aeeu  fulfilled.  At  all  events,  there  was '  Opposition  except  the  trumpery  excuse 
a  possibility  that  Mr.  9chreiner  was  that  any  stick  is  good  enough  to  beat  a 
right.  dog  with,  or  any  Amendment  fair  where, 

by  hook  or  by  crook,  you  can  lug  in  the 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  says  cx-Colouial  Secretary  and  say  disagreeable 
that  we  ought  to  have  given  the  things  about  his  late  colleagues.  The 
route  to  General  Buller.  That  is  per- '  hon.  Gentlemen  the  seconderof  the  Amend- 
fectly  ridiculous.  General  Buller  had  to  '  ment  wound  up  in  a  peroration  expressing 
prepare  the  plan  of  campaign,  he  had  to  sympathy  witti  those  who  died  in  the  war 
prepare  it  on  two  hypotheses.  There  and  those  who  suffered  by  reason  of  it. 
were  two  and  we  gave  them .  The  Yes,  Sir,  so  far  as  that  sentiment  is  sincere 
probable  h3^othesis  was  that  they  would  [",0h!"] — Do  you  want  me  to  dispute  it  J 
stand  by  the  Transvaal  and  the  other  —so  far  as  that  sentiment  is  sincere,  and 
was  that  it  was  possible  at  the  last  mo-  I  do  not  dispute  it  in  the  case  of  hon. 
ment  that  they  would  fall  off.  He  him-  Gentlemen,  it  finds  an  echo  in  every  heart, 
self  said  that  we  ought  to  go  through  the  Sir,  I  should  value  tiie  sympathy  more. 
Orange  River  Colony  to  attack  the  and  think  it  of  greater  value,  if  it  were 
Transvaal,  but  that  in  case  the  Orange  not  accompanied  by  a  partisan  Amend- 
River  Colony  remained  neutral  we  could  ment  and  partisan  bitterness  of  speech, 
not,  of  course,  attack  a  friendly  State, , 

and  would  have  to  go  round  the  other      Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the 
way.    What  is  there  in  all  that  on  which  ;  debate  be   now  adjourned  " — {Sir  H. 
to  base  a  serious  charge  against  the  '  Camj^nU-Bannerman) — put,  and  agreed 
Government  ?   I  say  we  all  knew.   The  to. 
words  quoted  from  the  Prime  Minister 

went  only  to  this,  that  he  himself  be-     Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow, 
lieved  it  was  inconceivable  that  a  friendly 

State  like  the  Orange  River  Colony —  . .  . 

Adjoiinwd  at^ve  miitntin  befora 
With  whom  we  had  no  quarrel,  and  which  Di^EbdtopVol^il[)glC 

Mr.  J.  ChmiherUtin^ 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Uh  February,  1904. 


The  Hooee  met  at  Twelve  <^  the  Clock. 


PETITIONS, 


COURTS  OF  ARBITRATION  FOR  AIX 
STATES. 

^    Petititm  from  Qftlne,  for  establiBhment ; 
g  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

^  UCEKGES  (RENEWAL). 

^     Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 

from  Warrington  (two);  Bristol;  Lan- 
.|  caster;  Norton  Canes;   Radnor  Park; 
Bochdale  ;  Bethania ;  Ceunant  Llanrug ; 
Penygroes;  Cesarea  ;  Croesywaen;  Liver- 
^  pool  (six);   Glasgow  (four);' Eidinburgh 
,§  (two) ;  Tuxf  ord ;  Posselpurk ;  Hackney ; 
^  Garston;  Misterton;  &pennymoor;  New 
'**  Shildon;  Leicester;  GKlfach;  Clatford; 
*5  Cholderton ;   Broughton ;   Whitchurch  ; 
Micheldever ;    Stockbridge ;    Mottram ; 
Hartlepool;   Torpoint;   St.  Anthonys; 
Winnington  ;  Runcorn ;  Redruth ;  Cam- 
borne ;  Whittlesey ;  Atherstone ;  PoUok- 
fihaws ;    Marsden ;    Jarrow ;  Hebbum 
i  (two) ;  Bill  Quay;  Kidderminster;  Plum- 
I  stead;    Hanging  Heaton;  Middleton; 
1  Castleton;  Exeter  (two);  Coatbridge; 
I  Glenboig;  Whifflet;  Penzance;  Sancreed; 

Sennen;   St.  Mary's;   Scilly;  Halton 
s  Chirk ;   Coatdyke ;   Portraadoc ;  Peny- 
groes ;  Rhyd-ddu ;  Nazareth  ;  Talysam ; 
J-  Cae  Athraw  ;  Tan  y  Coed ;  Hyfrydle  ; 

Tainant ;    Llandynan ;    Llanrug  (six) ; 
%  Glanrhyd;     Prenteg;    Netting  Hill; 
I  Sheffield;   Middlesbrough  (two);  Tod- 
^  morden  ;    Frome ;  Grangetown ;  North 
J.  Ormesby ;  Arreton  ;   Newchurch ;  San- 
"^down;  Niton;  Freshwater;  Newport; 
Clapham  ;  Navenby ;  Willington  ;  Bel- 
mont;   Stillington;   Gateshead  (two); 
Low  Fell ;  Dunfermline ;  Cheltenham ; 
Baunds;  Brigstock;  Woodford;  Lang- 
ley  Moor;  Llanfsirfeohan  (two);  Graig; 
C\»gyt ;  Llanfyllin ;  Cwmyglo;  Cleveland ; 
Huntingdon  ;   Kilbarchan ;    Scotstoun ; 
Bridge  of  Weir  ;  Nitshill ;  Pangboume ; 
Ashbourne  ;  Trefeirig  ;  Wootton  ;  Cwmor- 
fin ;  Bwlchydderwen ;  Cwmsynog  ;  Aber- 
port^  ;  Nantperis ;    Llandudno ;  Gein 
Mswr;  Pendleton  (two);  Birkenhead; 
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Sedber^;  Penmachno;  Pentir;  Prea- 
wylfa  ;  Tynmaes  ;  Gerlan ;  Waenpentre  ; 
Rhiwlas  (two) ;  Lochgelly ;  Lincoln 
(two) ;  Bedwas  ;  Great  Ayton  ;  Camber- 
well;  Everton;  Wrexham;  Waenfawr ; 
Coupar  Angus ;  Burradon ;  Weston-super- 
Mare;  L^chett  Minster;  HoUiogton; 
Bridlington;  York;  Tork  and  Soar- 
borongn;  Poole  and  Parkstone;  and 
Oaersalem';  to  lie  upon  the'  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY. 

Petition  from  Weymouth,  for  prohibi- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


GREENWICH  OBSERVATORY. 

Copy  presented,  of  R^ort  of  the  As- 
tronomer Royal  to  the  Board  of  Visitors 

of  the  Royal  Observatory,  Greenwich 
[by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NAVY  (COURTS  MARTIAL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the  num- 
ber of  Courts  Martial  held  and  SummaiT' 
Punishments  inflicted  during  the  year 
1902  [by  Command];  to  Ue  upon  the 
Table. 


WAR  OFFICE  (RECONSTITUTION)  COM- 
MITTEE. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  War 
Office  (Reconstitution)  Committee  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 


EAST  INDIA  (THIBET). 

Copy  presented,  of  Papers  relating  to- 
Thibet  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  th& 
Table.  ' 

TRANSVAAL. 

Copy  presented,  of  Telegraphic  Corres- 
pondence relating  to  the  Transvaal 
Labour  Importation  Ordinance,  with 
Appendix,  the  Ordinance  as  amended  in 
accordance  with  Telegrams  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fira  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  consttnction  o{  a 
Light  Railway  in  the  borough  of  Maid- 
stone, in  the  county  of  Kent  (Maidstone 
Corporation  Light  Railways  Order,  1903) 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Boord  of  Trade,  amend- 
ing the  Robertsbridge  and  Pevensey 
Light  Railway  Order,  1900  (Roberts- 
bridge  and  Pevensey  Light  Railway 
<£xten8ion  of  Time)  Order,  1903)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  con- 
finned  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  author- 
ising the  construction  of  Li^t  Rail- 
ways in  the  urban  districts  of  Quarry 
Bank,  Brierley  Hill,  and  Rowley  Regis, 
in  the  county  of  Stafford  (Quarry  Bank, 
Brierley  Hill,  and  Rowley  Regis  Light 
Railway  Order,  1903)  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  parishes  of  Acton, 
Edgware,  Edmonton,  Enfield,  Finchley, 
Friem  Bamet,  Hendon,  Homsey,  Little 
Stanmore,  Southgate,  Tottenham,  Wem- 
bley, Willesden,  and  Wood  Green,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex  (County  of 
Middlesex  Light  Railways  Order,  1903) 
[by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896, 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissi  oners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authwising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, In  the  pari^  of  Watford  urban 
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and  the  urban  district  of  Watford 
(Watford  and  District  Light  Railways 
Order,  1903)  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

COMPANIES  (WINDING-UP). 

Copy  presented,  of  General  Rules 
made  pursuant  to  The  Companies  (Wind- 
ing-up) Act,  1890,  and  The  Judicature 
Act,  1681  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

1.  Intermediate  Education  (Ireland), 
Accounts  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure 
for  1902,  with  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Atiditor-General  thereon  [by  Act]; 
to  be  printed.    [No.  32.] 

2.  Richmond  Bridge.  Cash  Account 
for  the  year  1902  [by  Act]. 


BREWERS'  LICENCES. 

Return  ordered,  "  of  Accounts  of  the 
number  of  persons  in  each  of  the  several 
Collections  of  the  United  Kingdom 
licensed  as  brewers  for  sale,  i.e.  Common 
Brewers,  Victuallers,  Retailers  of  beer  to 
be  drunk  on  the  premises,  Retailers  of 
beer  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises, 
and  Brewers  of  beer  not  for  sale,  par- 
ticularising each  rlass  in  each  Collection  ; 
and  of  the  number  of  Licences  issued  to 
Victuallers  and  Retailers  of  beer  to  be 
drunk  on  the  premises  and  not  to  be 
drunk  on  the  premises ;  and  stating  also 
the  quantities  of  malt,  unmalted  corn, 
rice,  kc,  sugar,  including  its  equivalent 
of  syrups,  &c.,  hops  and  hop  substitutes, 
used  by  Brewers  of  beer  for  sale,  and  of 
malt  and  sugar  used  by  Brewers  not  for 
sale,  from  the  1st  day  of  October,  1902, 
to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1903. 

"  Of  the  amount  of  Licence  Duty  paid 
and  Beer  Duty  chafed  from  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1902,  to  the  30th  day 
of  September,  1903,  distinguishing 
Brewers  iat  sale  from  other  Biewen. 

"  Of  the  number  of  Brewers  for  sale 
(i.)  who  use  malt  and  hops,  or  hop 
substitutes  only  and  (ii.)  who  use  malt 
with  substitutes  for  same  and  hops  or 
h<^  snbstitntes  payingi»  Licences,  from 
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the  let  day  of  October,  1902,  to  the 
30th  day  of  September,  1903,  separating 
them  into  classes,  according  to  the 
nnmber  of  barrels  of  beer  chafed  with 
dnty  calculated  at  1*055  degrees  gravity — 
viz.,  under  1,000  barrels;  1,000  and 
under  10,000;  10,000  and  under  20,000; 
20,000  and  under  30,000  ;  30,000  and 
under  60,000;  60,000 and  under  100,000; 
100,000  and  under  150,000;  150.000  and 
under  200,000 ;  200,000  imd  under 
250,000;  250,000  and  under  300,000; 
300,000  and  under  350,000  ;  360,000  and 
under  400,000  ;  400,000  and  under 
460,000;  450,000  and  under  500,000; 
500,000  and  under  600,000  ;  600,000  and 
under  700,000  ;  700,000  and  under 
«00,000;  800,000  and  under  900,000; 
900,000  and  under  1.000.000;  1,000,000 
and  under  1,500,000;  1,500,000  and 
under  2,000,000  ;  2,000,000  barrels  and 
over ;  showing  separately,  in  each  class, 
the  quantities  of  malt,  unmalted  corn, 
xice,  Ac,  sugar,  including  its  equivalent 
of  syrups,  &c.,  hops  and  hop  substitutes 
used ;  and  stating  also  the  nnmber  of 
bulk  barrels  of  beer  produced,  and  the 
amount  of  Licence  Duty  paid  and  Beer 
Duty  charged  in  each  class." 

"  And,  of  the  number  of  barrels  of 
beer  exported  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  declared  value 
thereof,  and  where  exported  to,  from  the 
Ist  day  of  October,  1902,  to  the  30th 
day  oi  September,  1903,  distinguishing 
England,  Sootland,  and  Ireland  (ia  con- 
tinuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
40,  of  Session  1903). "—(Jfr.  Vidor 
Cavendith.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

TeutUatioik  of  the  House  of  OomiBOiu- 

BJb.  WYLIE  Pumbartonshire) :  To 
ask  th,e  hon.  Member  for  Chorley,  as 
Tepreeenting  tJie  First  Commissioner  of 
Works*  what  has  been  done  during  the 
recess  for  improving  the  ventilatioa  and 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  also  if  it  is  intended  to 
do  anythhig  farther. 

{Anneered  by  Lord  Baloarret.)  During 
the   recess  the   improvement  of  the 


Committee  Rooms  and  of  the  lava- 
tories has  been  continued.  The  fittings  of 
the  lavatories  over  the  Members*  Cloak 
Rooms,  in  the  Library  Corridor,  and  the 
Lower  Waiting  Hall  and  elsewhere  have 
been  renewed.  Sums  will  be  taken  in 
the  Estimates  for  1904-fi  for  carrying  on 
these  improvements  to  completion. 
Immediately  after  the  Bepcst  of  last 
year's  Committee  on  Ventilation,  experi- 
ments were  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  details  incidental  to  power 
of  fans,  velocities  of  air  passing  tlurough 
washing  screens,  etc.,  etc.,  and  the  result 
of  these  experiments  has  only  recently 
been  recorded.  The  improvement 
decided  upon  can  now  be  carried  out,  and 
will  be  provided  for  in  the  Bstimatea. 
The  various  works  will  be  proceeded  with 
during  this  year,  but  there  is  difficulty 
in  doing  much  while  the  House  is  in 
session. 


Street  Accidents— Oovered  Vans. 

Sir  THOMAS  DBWAR  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, St.  Georges) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  having 
regard  to  tiie  number  of  accidents  in  the 
streets  of  the  Metropolis  with  covered 
vans,  owing  to  the  drivers  being  unable 
to  see  passing  and  following  traffic,  he 
will  state  whether  any  regulations  have 
yet  been  framed  regulating  the  construc- 
tion of  such  vans,  if  so,  will  he  state  their 
nature ;  and  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
recommend  their  adoption  in  other  large 
cities  of  the  Kingdom. 

{Antaered  by  Mr.    Seeretary  Akert 
Douglas.)  This  matter  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  long  and  anxious  consideration, 
and  the  London  County  Council  have  now, 
with    my  approval,  made  a  bye-law 
requiring  all  vehicles  to  be  so  constructed 
that  the  driver  shall  have  a  full  and 
uninterrupted  view  of  Hho  traffic  in  front 
and  abreast  of  him  on  each  side.  The 
bye-law  will  come  into  operation  on  the 
Ist  Hay  next.   Similar  bye-laws  have 
been  adopted  in  several  large  towns ;  but 
it  rests,  in  the  first  instance,  with  the 
i  local  authority  having  power  to  make 
I  bye-laws  to  decide  whether  the  local 
'  circumstances  render  a  provision  on  the 
I  subject  desirable.    Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
S  2 
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Ozimin&l  Statistics- 

Mb.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 

Walden) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he 
will  state  the  number  oi  men  sent 
into  convict  establishments  in  England 
and  Wales  during  the  five  years  1849  to 
1853,  and  during  the  five  years  1899  to 
1903  inclusive,  and  the  average  per  1,000 
of  the  populatitm ;  whether  a  greater 
number  of  old  offenders,  in  proportion 
to  the  total  convictions,  are  convicted 
now  than  were  convicted  fifty  years  ago ; 
and  what  are  the  relative  prt^ortions 
then  and  now. 


(Anawered  by  Mr.  Seerrtary  Akers 
Douf^as.)  The  number  of  persons  sen- 
tenced to  transportation  or  penal  servi- 
tude during  the  years  1849  to  1863  was, 
on  the  average  for  the  five  years,  2,632  a 
year,  being  14-64  for  every  100,000  of  the 
population.  The  similar  average  for  the 
years  1898  to  1902  was  844,  being  2-61 
for  every  100,000.  As  regards  the  propor- 
tions of  old  offenders  it  may  be  stated  that 
in  tiie  earlier  period  the  percentage  of 
persons  committed  for  trial  who  were 
known  to  have  been  previously  convicted 
was  33*74 ;  and  that  in  the  later  period  the 
percentage  of  convicted  persons  received 
in  prison  who  were  known  to  have  been 
previously  convicted  was  58*68.  But 
these  figures  do  not  admit  of  comparison. 
The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
legal  procedure  and  in  the  form  of  the 
statistics,  the  substitution  of  short  terms 
of  penal  servitude  for  long  terms  of 
transportation,  and  the  great  improve- 
ment made  in  the  means  of  identification 
render  it  impossible  to  compare  the  two 
periods  in  ihia  respect. 


Assessment  of  Working  Hen's  Cottages. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire. 
E.) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether,  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  Government  measure  as 
to  valuation  and  assessments,  considera- 
tion will  be  given  to  the  present  differ- 
ence between  the  assessment  of  cottages 
owned  and  occupied  by  working  men  and 
the  assessment  of  similar  cottages  when 
the  fates  are  compounded ;  and  whether 
provisions  will  be  made  to  modify  this 


practice  so  as  to  give  greater  encourage* 
ment  to  thrifty  men  to  acquire  their 
own  cottages. 

{Anawered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  The 
proposed  Bill  will  relate  only  to  amend- 
ments  in  the  Law  with  respect  to  valua- 
tion authorities  and  the  effect  of  and 
procedure  for  making  valuation  lists. 
Where  the  owner  compounds  for  the 
rates  he  receives  a  deduction  from  the 
amount  which  would  otiierwiae  be  pay* 
able  in  respect  of  t^e  rate,  but  the 
valuation  of  the  property  is  not  affected. 
The  alteration  in  the  Law  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  would  therefwe  be 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

Trade  "  Comers  "— Gtovenunent  Action- 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  any  communications  have  been 
made  by  the  present  or  previous  Grovem- 
ments  to  the  United  States  Government 
as  to  steps  that  might  be  taken  by 
international  agreement  to  restrain  or 
minimise  the  disastrous  results  to  trade 
and  manufactures  in  both  countries  from 
the  manipulation  oi  the  produce  markets, 
whether  as  to  cotton  or  wheat  or  other 
articles,  by  the  attempts  of  speculatOTa 
to  create  comers  and  to  artificially  drive 
up  prices. 

[Answer^  by  Earl  Percy.)  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  communications  having 
been  made. 

Foreign  Ministries  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is 
now  in  &  position.to  lay  before  the  House 
the  Reports  as  to  the  constitution 
and  functions  (rf  Fweign  Ministries  of 
Commerce. 

{Answered  by  Earl  Percy.)  The  RepOTts 
have  all  been  received  and  will  shortly 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  and  distributed. 

Exports  of  Woollen.  Cotton  Goods,  etc., 
tcom  France  and  Great  Britain. 

Mb.  J.  A.  PEASE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  oi  Trade  whether 
he  can  state  what  w«te   the  ■  average 
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yearly  values  of  woollen,  cotton,  hard-  (Anaipered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Lav>.)  The 
ware,  and  silk  manufactured  goods  ez-  \  following  is  the  information  asked  for  so 
ported  from  France,  and  also  from  Great ,  far  as  it  is  available.  (Yams  and  thrown 
Britain,  dmii^  tiie  five  years  ending  |  silk  are  included  under  tiie  head  of 
18S3  and  1903  respectively.  manufactures.) 


Averaoe  Annual  Value  of  Exports 

m  Domestic  Produce  in 

1849-53. 

1899-1903. 

Exports  (Domestic  Produce)  from  Uie  United  Kingdom : — 
Woollen  and  wonted  mauufaotareB 

Hardware  and  cutlery  

£ 

29,542,000 
10,025.000 
1.435,000 
2,805,000 

£ 

71,414,000 
19.284,000 
1,918,000 
2,163,000 

Exports  (Domestic  Produce)  from  France  : — 
Woollen  and  worsted  manufactures 

2,609,000 
6,0ti2,000 
10,990,000 
Not  separate 

7,147,000 
10,401,000 
12,728,000 
ly  specified. 

Import  Duties- 

Hr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
how  many  articles  an  import  tariff  was 
placed  during  the  last  financial  year  in 
Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  France, 
Russia,  and  Germany  respectively. 


{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)   If  the 
hon.  Member  refers  to  articles  on  which 
import  duties  were   imposed  by  the 
countries  named  for  the  first  time  during 
1903-4,  the  answer  is  "  none."  If  the 
Question   relates  to   the   number    of , 
articles  actually  charged  with  duty,  it  | 
would  be  difficult  to  give  the  information  ' 
in  a  form  which  is  not  misleading,  owing 
to  the  various  modes  in  which  articles 
are  grouped  t(^ether  or  sub-divided  in  ' 
the  differwit  tariffs.   For  instance,  the 
French  tariff  contains  654  tariff  heading 
while  the  number  in  the  German  tariff  ! 
is  43. 


Head  Constable  at  Leopold  St.  Barracks, 
BelfEtst. 

Hr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  on 
whose  recommendation  was  the  recent 
appointment  of  Head  Constable  of 
Leopold  Street  Barracks,  Belfast,  made. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Wynd?tam.)  The 
Commissioner  of  Police  at  Belfast. 


Boyal  Irish  Constabulary— Acting 
Sergeants. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  state  the  number  of 
acting  sergeants  holding  temporary  rank 
at  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Depdt, 
what  are  their  rank  and  actual  charge 
to  the  Constabulary  Vote  yearly ;  whether 
they  receive  the  same  pay  as  men 
holding  similar  permanent  rank ;  and, 
will  he  say  what  are  the  duties  of  these 
temporary  acting  sergeants  at  present, 
and  how  many  constables  of  the  reserve 
fores  and  recruits  are  at  present  stationed 
at  the  depdts. 


{Ansuered  by  Mr.  Wyndkam.)  Theie 
are  seventeen  constables  holding  the 
temporary  rank  of  acting  sergeant 
now  serving  at  the  Depdt.  The  total 
amount  of  pay  and  allowances  charged 
to  the  Constabulary  Vote  in  respect  of 
these  men  is  £1,275  10s.  per  annum. 
They  receive  the  same  rate  of  pay  as 
men  holding  similar  permanent  rank. 
They  are  employed  as  follows :  four  as 
rough  riders,  one  as  swimming  instructor, 
one  as  gymnastic  instructor,  one  as 
bugler,  two  as  clerks,^^^one 
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who  also  does  ordinary  duties  when 
available,  and  seven  as  drill  instructors. 
There  are  146  reserve  constables  (includ- 
ing mounted  men  and  members  of  the 
band),  and  thirty  recruits  now  at  the 
Depdt. 

Militia  Trainii^  Bounties—  Oase  of 
Patrick  Kerr. 

Mb.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  case  of  Patrick  Kerr,  of  the  Mid- 
Ulster  Militia  Artillery,  whose  applica- 
tion for  the  usual  training  bounty  last 
year  was  refused  on  the  ground  of  his 
absence  from  the  training,  although 
such  absence  was  occasioned  by  his  not 
having  received  any  notice  of  such 
training,  or  having  been  made  aware  of 
the  time  or  place  of  same  ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  have  such  bounty 
paid. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forster. )  This  is  a  matter  entirely  for  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  concerned  to 
decide,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  interfere 
with  his  discretion.  With  regard  to  the 
serving  of  notices  the  Law  on  the  subject 
is  quite  clear,  and  runs  as  follows  : 
Militia  Act,  1882,  Sec.  xxii.  (4).  "  The 
publication  of  any  such  notice  in  the 
preso'ibed  manner  in  every  parish  in 
the  county  or  area  to  which  a  corps 
belongs  dtall  be  sufficient  notice  to 
every  militiaman  in  that  corps  to  whom 
the  notice  applies,  notwithstanding  that 
a  copy  off  such  notice  is  not  served  upon 
him."  ^ 

Alleced  Atrodties  in  the  Congo  State. 

Mb.  J.  A.  PEASE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  facts  related  by  Mr.  A.  E. 
Scrivener,  in  the  West  African  Mail  of 
8th  Jannaiy,  recording  atrocities  com- 
mitted upon  natives  in  the  Congo  State ; 
whether  the  British  Consul,  who  has 
recently  returned  from  the  interior,  has 
reported  to  the  Government ;  if  so,  to 
what  effect ;  and  what  steps  the  Govern- 
ment have  already  undertaken,  or  are 
intending  to  take,  to  enforce  the  carrying 
out  of  the  declaration  made  by  the 
Brussels  Act  in  18S0,  intimating  the 


firm  intention  of  the  Crovemment  to 
effectually  protect  the  aboriginal  popula- 
tion, and  insuring  for  tiiem  the  benefit 
of  peace  and  civilisation. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lytt^on.) 
The  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affains  has  been  drawn  to 
the  article  alluded  to.  The  Report  of 
His  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  Congo  will 
shortly  be  presented  to  Parliament.  The 
circular  addressed  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  the  Powers  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  the  Congo  State 
has  already  been  published :  other 
Papers  on  the  subject  will  be  laid  at 
the  same  time  as  Mr.  Casement's  Report. 


NEW  BILLS. 

MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Musical  Copyright,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Mount;  supported  by  Mr.  Stuart- Wortley 
Mr.  Galloway,  and  Mr.  Malcolm ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  26th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  1.] 

TOWN  TENANTS  {IRELAND)  BILL. 

"  For  the  improvement  of  the  position 
of  Tenants  in  Towns  in  Ireland,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  supported  by 
Mr.  Field,  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  William 
McKillop,  Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Mr.  Murphy,  and  Mr. 
John  O'Donnell ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  4th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  2.] 

LAND  VALUES  (ASSESSMENT  AND 
RATING)  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  separate  Assess- 
ment and  Rating  of  Land  Values,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Trevelyan ;  supported  by 
Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Charles  Douglas,  Mr. 
William  Jones,  Mr.  Lloyd-G^rge,  BIr. 
McCrae,  Dr.  Macnamara,  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  and  Mr.  Whitley;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  11th  March, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  3.] 

RAILWAYS  (PRIVATE  SIDINGS)  BILL. 

"To  explain  and  amend  Section 
76  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Con- 
solidation Act,  1845,  and  Section 
69  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Con- 
solidation (Sootland)^^^g^  and  to 
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amend  like  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic 
Acta,  1854  to  1888,"  presented  by  Sir 
John  Bronner ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Channing,  Mr.  Alexander  Ooss,  Sir 
Joseph  Dimsdale,  Mr.  Field,  Sir  Alfred 
Hickman,  Mr.  Kerr,  Abr.  Charles 
McArthnr.  Mr.  Stroyan,  Sir  William 
Tomlinson,  and  Mr.  Ure ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  18th  March, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  4.] 

OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES)  BILL. 

To  amend  the  Out-door  Relief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Reginald  Lucas ;  supported  by 
Mr.  Butcher,  Sir  Game  Rasch,  Mr. 
Seymour  Ormsby-Gore,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Seely ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  5.] 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  BILL. 

*'  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Weights  and  Measures,"  presented  by 
Mr.  Bousfield ;  supported  by  Mr.  Parker 
Smitli  and  Sir  John  Brunner ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  15th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  6.] 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 
SISTER  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister," 
presented  by  Mr.  Charles  Seely ;  sup- 
ported by  Sir  GilbertTParker,  Sir  Bramp- 
ton Gurdon,  Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice, 
Mr.  Hambro,  Mr.  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
Sir  Joseph  Lecee,  Mr.  Maclver,  Mr. 
Mellor,  ISx.  Charles  Shaw,  Sir  Harrington 
Simeon,  and  Bfr.  Melville;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  19th  February, 
and  to  be  printed.   [BiU  7.] 

TRADES  UNIONS  AND  TRADE  DIS- 
PUTES BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Trades 
Unions  and  Trade  Disputes,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Paulton;  supported  by  Mr.  Bell, 
Ht.  Shackleton,  Mr.  Robson,  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  John  Burns,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr. 
Ronciman,  and  Mr.  Jacoby ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  22nd  April, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  8.] 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Acts,"  presented  by  Mr.  Field  ; 
supported  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Mr. 
Clancy,  Mr  .Patrick  Aloysius  McHugh, 
Mr.  John  ODonnell,  Mr.  Reddy,  Mr. 
Roche,  and  Mr.  Kilbride;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  29th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.  [BiU  9.] 

REGISTRATION  OF  CLUBS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  Registoation  of 
Clubs  in  Ireland,  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith,"  presented  by  Bb. 
O'Neill;  supported  by  Sir  Thomas 
Esinonde,  Mr.  John  Gordon,  Mr.  Hugh 
Law,  Mr.  McGovem,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Dr.  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Wolff;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  6th 
May,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  10.] 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (LIGHTHOUSES) 
BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  with  regard  to 
LighthouBeB  and  to  abolish  Light  Dues," 
presented  by  Mr.  Plnmmer ;  supported 
by  Mr.  Charles  McAithur,  Mr.  Evelyn 
Cecil,  Olonel  Denny,  Sir  Francis  Evans, 
Mr.  Field,  Sir  John  Leng,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Renwick,  Sir  Albert 
Bollit,  Sir  Robert  Ropner,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Wilson;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  13th  May,  and  to  be 
printed.  [BiU  11.] 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

"To  limit  the  hours  of  underground 
workers  in  Mines  to  Eight  Hours  per  day 
from  bank  to  bank,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Osmond  Williams;  supported  by  Sir 
Charles  Dilke,  Sir  Walt«r  Foster,  Mr. 
Jacoby,  Sir  Albert  RoUit,  Mr.  William 
Abraham  (Rhondda),  Mr.  Norman,  Mr. 
Thomas  Bayley,  Mr.  WiUiam  Jones,  Mr. 
Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  Hatch,  and  Mr. 
Nussey ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  26th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  12.] 

HALL-MARKING  OP  FOREIGN  PLATE 
BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  with  respect^to 
the  Hall-Marking  of  Foreign  Plate,"  pre- 
sent9dby  Mr.  Samuel  Robe^^s^y^ied 
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by  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stone,  Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale,  Mr.  Remnant, 
and  Mr.  Norman ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  18th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  13.] 

LEASEH0IJ3S  ENFRANCHISEMENT 
BILL. 

"For  the  Enfranchisement  of  Lease- 
holds," presented  by  General  Laurie ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Spear,  Mr.  Cohen,  Sir 
Gootge  Fardell,  and  Mr.  Louis  Sinclair ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
4th  March,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  14.] 

MINISTRY  OF  COMMERCE  BILL. 

"  To  establish  a  bureau  for  a  Minister 
of  Commerce,**  presented  by  Mr.  Louis 
Sinclair ;  supported  by  Sir  Albert  RoUit, 
Sir  William  Holland,  Sir  John  Brunner, 
Sir  Howard  Vincent,  Sir  Ernest  Flower, 
Sir  Fortescue  Flannery,  and  Sir  Joseph 
Lawrence ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Friday,  3rd  June,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  15.} 

TUBERCITLOSIS  (ANIMALS)  COM- 
PENSATION BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  com- 
pensation to  the  owners  of  carcases  of 
animals  condemned  after  slaughter  and 
destroyed  by  order  of  a  magistrate  on 
account  of  Tuberculosis,**  presented  by 
Mr.  Price ;  supported  by  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  Mr.Tomkinson,  Mr.  McArthur,  Mr. 
Field,  Mr.  Batty  Langley,  and  Mr.  Ernest 
Gray  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  15th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  16.] 

AGED  PENSIONERS  BILL. 
"To  provide  Pensions  for  the  Aged 
Deserving  Poor,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Remnant ;  supported  by  Mr.  Goulding, 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mr.  John  Hntton ; 
Mr.  Griffith -Bosrawen,  Mr.  Claude  Hay, 
Colonel  Kemp,  Mr.  Maconochie,  Mr. 
Forde  Ridley,  and  Mr.  Groves;  to  bf^ 
read  a  second  time  upon  FriiUy,  6th 
May,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  17.] 

RE-VACCINATION  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  Re- vaccination  of 
Children  after  the  age  of  twelve,"  pre- 
sented by  Sir  John  Tuke ;  supported  by 
Sir  Michael  Foster,  Bfr.  Haldane,  Dr. 
Farquharson,  Captain  Jessel,  Mr.  Mal- 
colm, Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Heywood 


Johnstone,  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr.  Moon,  Sir 
Charles  Dalrymple,  and  Sir  John  Doring- 
ton;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday,  26th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  18.] 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(WALES)  BILL. 

"To  provide  for  improving  and  ex- 
tending the  Procedure  for  obtaining 
Parliamentary  Powers  by  way  of  Pro- 
visional Orders  in  matters  relating  to 
Wales,"  presented  by  Mr.  Vaughan- 
Davies;  supported  by  BIr.  Btynmor 
Jones,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  Mr.  Osmond 
Williams,  Sir  Alfred  Thomas,  and  Mr. 
Kenyon ;  to  be  read  a  second  lame 
upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  19.] 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Church  Discipline  Act, 
1840,  and  the  Public  Worship  Regula- 
tion Act,  1874,**  presented  by  Sir  John 
Willox;  supported  by  Mr.  Charles 
McArthur,  Mr.  Austin  Taylor,  Mr. 
Mellor,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  David 
Maclver,  Mr.  Brand,  and  Mr.  W.  W. 
Rutherford;  to  be  read  a  second  time' 
upon  Friday,  10th  June,  and  to  b3 
printed.   [Bill  20.] 

LOCAL  TAXATION  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
incidence  of  Local  Taxation,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Cripps ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Wharton  and  Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
13th  May,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  21.] 

PREVENTION  OF  POLLUTION  OK 
RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  BILL. 

"  To  make  further  and  amended  pro- 
vision to  prevent  the  Pollution  of 
Rivera  and  Streams,"  presented  by  Sir 
Francis  Sharp  Powell ;  supported  by  Sir 
Wilson  Todd,  Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse,  Sir 
John  Dorington,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr. 
Brigg,  Sir  John  Brunner,  and  Sir  Walter 
Foster ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday.  22nd  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  22.} 

AGED  PENSIONERS  (No.  2)  BILU 

"To  provide  Pensions  for  the  aged 
deserving  poor,*'  presented  by  Hr. 
Goulding;  supported  by  Mr.  Remnant, 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mnr^^^^,^^  j|[utton. 
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Colonel  Kemp,  Mr.  Dake,  Mr.  William 
Redmond,  Mr.  Carlile,  Mr.  Claude  Hay, 
Mr.  Qriffith-Boscawen,  Mr.  Samuel 
Roberts,  and  Sir  Albert  RolUt;  to  be 
nad  a  second  time  upon  Friday.  3rd 
Jnne,  and  to  be  printed.  {Bill  23.] 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  BaL. 
"  To  provide  PenBions  for  the  aged 
deserving  poor,"  presented  by  Mr.  Spear ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Duke,  Sir  John  Kenna- 
way,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  Goulding, 
Colonel  Williams,  and  Mr.  Randies ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  26th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  24.] 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  give  the  Ratepayers  a  direct  Veto 
cm  the  Liquor  Traffic  in  their  respective 
areas  in  Scotland,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Hunter  Craig ;  supported  by  Mr. 
C^nnnbie,  lb.  Cameron  Gorbett,  Mr. 
Black,  Sir  William  Dunn,  Mr.  Eugene 
Wason,  Mr.  Robert  Wallace,  Mr.  John 
Ht^e,  and  Dr.  Farquharson  ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  29th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  25.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICAXrNG  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

"  To  prohibit  the  sale  <A  Intoxicating 
Liquors  on  Sunday,"  presented  by  Mr. 
P^ks ;  supported  by  Mr.  C^arlee 
Wilson ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  20th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  26.] 

SHOPS  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Shops,"  presented  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke ; 
supported  by  Mr.  John  Burns,  Sir 
Bmest  Flower,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse, 
Mr.  Lloyd-Qeorge,  Colonel  Kemp,  Mr. 
McCrae,  Mr.  Melville,  Mr.  Nannetti,  Sir 
Barrington  Simeon,  and  Mr.  Tennant; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
2&th  Maich,and  to  be  printed.   [BiU  27.] 

FRANCHISE  AND  REMOVAL  OF 
WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES  BILL. 

"  To  establish  a  single  Franchise  at  all 
Blections  and  thereby  to  abolish  Univer- 
sity Representation,  and  to  remove  the 
Disabilities  ol  Women,"  presented  by 
Sir  Caiarles  Dilke  ;  supported  by  lb. 
Bell,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Sir.  Keir  Hardie, 
lb.  Atherley-Jones,   Mr.    Lc^an,  Dr. 


Macnamara,  Captain  Norton,  and  Mr. 
Shackleton ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  28.] 

IRISH  TOBACCO  BILL. 
"  To  repeal  the  Law  which  prohibits 
the  growing  of  Tobaoco  in  Ireland," 
presented  by  Mr.  William  Redmond ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Hayden,  Sir  Thomas 
Esmonde,  Mr.  Charles  Devlin,  Mr.  Patrick 
O'Brien,  and  Bb.  Joyce ;  to  be  xeaA  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  29th  April,  and 
to  be  printed.   [Bill  29.] 

LOCAL  AUTHOMTIES  (TAXATION  AND 
PURCHASE  OF  LAND)  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  Taxation  and 
Purchase  of  Land  by  Local  Authorities," 
presented  by  Mr.  Logan  ;  supported  by 
lb.  Bell,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  lb.  Harwood, 
Dr.  Macnamara,  Mr.  Shackleton,  lb, 
Toulmin,  and  Bb.  Lc^n ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  6th  May,  and 
to  be  printed.   [BiU  30.] 

COLONIAL  MARRIAGES  BILL. 
"  To  legalise  certain  Colonial 
Marriages,"  presented  by  General  Laurie  ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Rothschild,  Mr.  Arthur 
Stanley,  Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  and  Captain 
Jessel ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  19th  February,  and  to  beprintedg 
[Bill  31.] 

MEDICAL  ACT  (1886)  AMENDMENT  BILL 

"  To  amend  the  Medical  Act,  1886," 
pre8ent«d  by  General  Laurie  ;  supported 
by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Sir  John  Tuke,  Mr. 
Rothschild,  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  and 
Sir  Mancherjee  Bhownaggree ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  19tbFebruary, 
and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  32.] 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  1887,"  presented  by  Sir  Howard 
Vincent;  supported  by  Sir  Came  Rasch, 
Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr,  and  Mr.  Field ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  33.] 

PUBLIC  TRUSTEE  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  appointment  ol  a 
Public  Trustee  and  Executor,"  presented 
by  Sir  Howard  Vincent ;  supported  by 
by  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene, 
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and  Lieutenant-Colonel  TafneU;  to  be 

read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
19th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  34.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SATURDAYS  (IKKLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  ^end  the  Law  relating  to  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Ireland 
on  Saturdays ;  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Sloan  ;  supported  by  Sir  James  Haslett, 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr. 
Kennedy,  Mr,  T.  L.  Corbett,  Mr. 
O'Shaoghnessy,  and  Mr.  Wood;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  13th 
May,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  35.] 

AGRICULTUKAL  HOLDINGS  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Acts  and  to  make  other  provisions  as 
to  the  Tenure  of  Agricultural  Laud," 
presented  by  Mr.  Channing;  suppoited 
by  Dr.  Farquhanion,  Mr.  Price,  Mr. 
Harold  Reckitt,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones, 
and  Mr.  Lambert;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and  t-o 
be  printed.    [Bill  36.] 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

"To  provide  Pensions  for  persons 
over  sixty-five  years  of  age,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Channing;  supported  by  Mr. 
Burt,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  John  Wilson 
(Durham),  Sir  Walter  Foster.  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  and  Sir  Albert  Rollit ;  to  be  read 
u  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  1 6th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  37.] 

CORONERS'  INQUESTS  (RAILWAY 
FATALITIES)  BILL 

"To  amend  the  Land  relating  to 
Coroners'  Inquests,  in  the  case  of  Fatal 
Accidents  on  Railways,"  presented  by 
Mr.  Channing;  supported  by  Mr.  Bell, 
Mr.  John  Burns,  and  Bilr.  Schwann ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday, 
15th  Februnry,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  33.] 

SAVINGS  BANKS  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts," 
presented  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit ;  sup- 
ported by  Sir  Frederick  Banbury,  Sir 
James  Woodhouse,  Sir  Frederick  Bixon- 
Hartland,  Ifr.  Broadhurst*  Sir  Brampton 


Ourdon,  Sir  William  Holland,  Hr.  John 

Campbell,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy,  Sic  George 
Bartley,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Faber  ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  39.] 

SMALL  HOLDERS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
tenure  of  Small  Holdings  in  Scotland," 
presented  by  Mr.  Black;  supported  by 
Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Crombie,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  John  Dewar, 
Mr.  Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  Gathcart  Wason, 
Mr.  Harmsworth,  Mr.  J.  D.  Hope,  and 
Mr.  Ainsworth;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  17th  June,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  40.] 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (WALES)  ACT  (1881) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  The  Sunday  Closing 
(Wales)  Act,  1881,  and  to  make  further 
provisions  respecting  the  Sale  of  Intoxi- 
cating Liquors  in  Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire," presented  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Roberts;  supported  by  Sir  Alfred 
Thomas,  fifr.  Herbert  Lewis,  and  Hr. 
William  Jones;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday,  4th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  41.] 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  its 
rising  this  day,  do  adjourn  till  Monday 
next. — {Sir  A.  Adand-Hood.) 

KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOE 
AN  ADDRKSS). 

[Fourth  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [4th  Februaiy]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  followeth  : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign— 

"We,  Your  Ma  jesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  ofier  our  humble  thanks  to 
Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament."  —  {Mr. 
Hardy.)  ^  . 
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Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  vad  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 
words,  '  Bat  humbly  represimt  to  Your  Majesty 
that  the  faots  now  made  known  in  regard  to  the 
preparatiooB  for  and  conduct  of  the  recent  war 
in  South  Africa,  and  particularly  the  evidence 
taken  by  Your  Majesty's  Commissionera 
appointed  to  inquire  into  those  matters  and 
their  Report  thereon,  diaolose  grave  negligence 
and  mismanagement  on  the  part  m  Your 
Ihjesty'B  Ministers,  whereby  the  duration, 
magnitude,  and  cost  of  the  war  were  greatly 
iiMaeaBed "— ( Jf r.  .fiobfoa.) 

Question  t^ain  proposed,  *'  That  those 
words  be  thwe  added. 

*SiR  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAK 
(Stirling  Burghs)  :  I  have  intervened 
much  earUer  in  this  debate  than  I 
had  any  intention  of  doing  because 
of  the  very  pointed  way  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Birmingham  referred  to  me  in  more 
than  one  or  two  parts  of  this  subject 
during  his  speech  last  night.  The  speech 
ended  close  upon  twelve  o*clock,and,  there- 
fore, I  was  unable  to  follow  him  at  the 
time,  but  I  am  anxious  now  to  dispose  of 
those  attacks  which  he  made  upou  me 
with  so  much  vehemence  and  persistence. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  re- 
markable speech.  Hy  hon.  and  learned 
friend  behind  me,  the  Member  for  South 
Shields,  brought  forward  his  Amendment 
with  great  moderation,  with  cogent  ar- 
guments, lucidly  placed  before  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to 
have  interpreted  that  speech  entirely  as 
what  he  called  a  malignant  attack  upon 
himself.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
of  the  old  Dickens  story  of  King 
Charles's  head  always  getting  into  Mr. 
Dick's  petition,  and  he  said  that  in  this 
case  he  was  King  Charles's  head.  Un- 
doubtedly the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
the  occupier  of  that  place  and  dis- 
charges that  function  in  his  own 
speeches  at  all  events.  It  has  come 
to  this,  as  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
found  last  night — not  much  to  his  dis- 
comfiture— that  whoever  ventures  to 
differ  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
to  expose  his  errors,  is  at  once  assailed 
as  if  he  had  committed  the  crime  of 
high  treason.  We  have  all  been  called 
very  ugly  names.  I  have  had  my  fair 
share  of  them  myself.  Because  I  wished, 
as  I  thought,  however  mistakenly  it  may 
be,  to  unite  closer  the  two  islands  of 


Ireland  and  Great  Britain,  I  was  called  a 
"Separatist."  Because  I  objected  to 
some  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pro- 
ceedings I  was  called  a  "pro-Boer." 
Because  I  did  not  indulge  In  high-falntin' 
language,  such  as  appears  to  be  con- 
sidered necessary  in  some  quarters,  I  was 
called  a  "Little  Englander,"  and  the 
words  "traitor"  and  "unpatriotic" 
were  thrown  in. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  (Birmingi 
ham,  W.) :  Not  by  me.  I  did  not  use 
the  word  "traitor."  , 

•Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
actually  use  the  wed  himself,  I  can 
assure  him  that,  inspired  by  his  ex- 
ample, many  of  his  obsequious  followers 
did  apply  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
last  night  claimed  a  certain  degree  of 
irresponsibility  in  this  matter.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  strange  that  anybody 
should  involve  him  in  this  question  of 
preparation  for  the  South  Airican  War 
at  all.  Why,  Sir,  he  is  the  most  re- 
sponsible of  all.  That  is  why  he  occu- 
pies so  lai^  a  part  in  the  speeches  made 
on  the  subject.  Whether  for  good  or 
for  evil,  he  and  his  diplomacy  and  his 
manners  of  negotiation  and  his  tone  and 
spirit  are  in  the  very  forefront  of  re- 
sponsibility. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
quoted  a  phrase  which  I  have,  with 
little  variation,  used  before  the  war, 
during  the  war,  and  since  the  war.  I 
said  before  the  war  that  the  story 
told  and  the  reasons  alleged  to  us 
by  the  Government  and  the  information 
communicated  to  us  by  them,  did  not 
seera  to  me  to  indicate  any  case  for  war 
or  for  preparations  for  war.  Supposing 
I  had  stated  it  twenty  times  oftener 
and  in  stronger  terras,  it  would  not 
have  been  the  slightest  excuse  for  want 
of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  I  had  formed  an  inde- 
pendent and  necessarily  partial  opinion, 
and  having  a  public  duty  to  perform  I 
stated  it  to  those  interested  in  what  my 
opinion  was.  But  the  Government  were 
in  charge  of  the  whole  business ;  it  was 
their  policy,  not  mine,  Uiank  goodness, 
which  was  being  carried  out,  and  therefore 
anything  that  I  said  does  not  do  any  good 
to  their  case.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  in  an  unfcfftunate  speech 
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at  Ilford  I  had  put  this  observattoa  of 
mine  much  more  boldly  fand  plainly 
than  I  afterwards  saw  reason  to  do. 
He  therefore  implied  that  in  subaeqaent 
repetitions  of-  the  same  idea  I  had 
shifted  my  ground  a  little,  and  had  seen 
reason  to  withdraw  something  of  what 
I  had  originally  said.  Now  what  did  I 
say  at  Ilford?  I  take  this  from  The 
Times  of  19th  June.  1899,  and  will  read  it 
if  the  House  will  have  patience — 

'  "  Of  the  conduct  and  policy  of  Her  MsjeBty'B 
GoTernment  in  this  particular  (that  is.  South 
Africa)  wa  are  not  in  a  position  to  forra  an 
opinion.  We  cannot  judge  of  it  until  we  have 
seen  the  Papers  which  have  been  promised  on 
the  subject,  and  until  this  information  has 
been  received,  in  my  opinion  a  disouauon  in 
the  House  of  Commons  would  lead  to  no  ad- 
vuitage  and  might  even  be  attended  with 
disadvantage  to  the  interests  of  oar  country. 
But  there  are  some  newspapers  which  tuk 
freely  of  the  probability,  and  even  of  the 
necessity,  of  war,  and  the  public  mind  has  been 
much  disturbed  in  consequence.  I  think  it 
right  to  sa^  plainly  that  I  for  my  part  can 
discern  nothing  in  what  has  happened  to  jostify 
either  warlike  acUon  or  even  military  prepara- 
titma." 

This  is  exactly  what  I  said  afterwards, 
judging  from  the  information  given  to  us 
by  the  Govemment.   I  went  on — 

"The  people  of  this  country  have  no  hostility 
to  the  people  of  the  Transvaal.  They  have  no 
desire  whatever  to  humiliate  them  or  to  give 
them  offence  or  to  take  from  them  any  part  of 
the  iudependenoe  which  they  enjoy.  Our  only 
desire  ig  to  see  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  Siatw 
in  Sonih  Africa,  our  own  ooloides  as  well  as  the 
other  States,  living  and  prospering  in  perfect 
harmony  with  each  other.  Let  us  not  be  blind, 
however,  to  the  fact  that  the  maintenance  of 
this  harmony  is  no  very  easy  matter,  and  it 
requires  the  greatest  prudence  and  delicacy  in 
the  action  which  we  take." 

I  did  my  utmost  in  that  speech  to  avoid 
embarrassing  the  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  calm  the  feelings  of  the 
public  as  far  as  my  little  authority  could 
extend.  I  think  it  was  a  very  different 
course  which  was  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  when,  with  infinitely  greater 
responsibility,  months  afterwards,  and 
when  things  had  become  much  more 
critical,  he  used  the  language  referred  to 
last  night.  But  my  words,  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  says,  encouraged  the 
Boers.  Was  I  expected  to  be  dumb 
while  there  was  being  pursued  what  I 
believed — even  with  such  comparatively 
imperfect  information  as  hod  been  given 
to  as  ijien — was  becoming  a  misguided, 
dangerous,    and    proba'bly  disastrous 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 


policy  ?  Was  I  to  be  dumb  lest  an 
expression  of  any  disapproval  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  conduct  should 
encourage  the  Boers?  Why,  I  should 
have  been  greatly  surprised  if  the  Boers 
themselves  had  not  knowledge  enough  of 
this  country  to  expect  and  believe  that 
such  a  policy  as  he  was  pursuing  had 
not,  at  least,  the  support  of  the  whole  of 
the  British  people.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  ^at  he  honestly  strove 
for  peace.  I  believe  him.  I  have  no 
rea8<m  to  dispute  or  doubt  his  peaceful 
intentions,  but  I  greatly  doubt  whetha 
he  took  the  most  peaceful  manner  of  dis- 
closing his  policy. 

I  roust  go  back,  I  am  afraid,  to  the 
origin  of  things  and  give  a  brief  history. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  into 
office  in  1895,  and  at  once  indicated 
to  OS  all  that  his  purpose  was  to 
subvert  the  prudent  ways  of  his  pre- 
decessors. The  British  Empire  had 
been  built  up  by  cautious  and  wise 
statesmen,  and  they  were  not  adven- 
turous enough,  it  appears,  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  made  a  speech 
almost  immediately  after  his  appoint- 
ment in  which  he  indicated  the  great 
field  which  had  to  be  developed,  and  the 
great  estate  we  possessed,  and  in  otiier 
ways  by  his  whole  manner  of  treating 
the  question  he  roused,  and,  as  it  were, 
gave  a  cue  to  all  the  adventurous  spirits 
in  His  Majesty's  dominions.  What  was 
the  immediate  result  ?  Certain  men  in 
South  Africa  who  had  designs  of  their 
own  felt  that  now  a  friendly  hand  was 
on  the  reins  in  London,  and  we  had  the 
Jameson  Raid.  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  get  up  and  say  that,  in  his 
belief,  if  a  Liberal  Govemment  had  been 
in  power  the  Jameson  Raid  would  have 
occurred?  No,  Sir,  it  would  not.  The 
"jumping  off"  ground  at  Pitsani  was 
refused  by  a  L  beral  Government, 
but  granted  by  the  more  favourable 
authorities  that  had  succeeded  them. 
The  Raid  occurred,  and  then  we  had  the 
subsequent  proceedings. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  It  is 
rather  difficult  to  carry  my  memory  back 
to  the  details, butlthinkhe  is  mistaken. 
Surely,  unless  I  am  wrong,  the  Liberal 
Govern  meat  were  in  negotiation  with  Mr. 
Rhodes  for  the  transfer^  the  ndiole  of 
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the  teiritoty  i  It  was  not  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  "jumping  off"  ground  being 
granted. 

•Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  :  I 
understand  it  was  indicated  that  at  Bome 
future  time  it  might  be  granted.  [Mr. 
CHAHBEBLAm :  Ah !  ]  But  at  that  time 
it  was  the  cause  of  this  very  cirumstance. 

•Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  There  is 
nothing  of  that  in  the  Papers. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Then  we  had  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
in  this  House,  notwithstanding  that  a 
Committee  of  the  House  had  condemned 
the  Raid  and  all  who  abetted  it  in  the 
strongest  terms,  giving  his  certificate  of 
hcHiour  and  good  character  to  Mr.  Rhodes. 
Theref<we,  I  am  stating  what  no  man 
can  dispute,  when  I  say  that  there- 
upon arose  a  deep  and  almost  angry, 
certainly  an  alarmed,  state  of  suspicion, 
not  only  in  the  Transvaal,  but  in 
the  Orange  Free  State;  and  then  at 
that  time  began  those  military  pre- 
parations d  which  we  have  heard  so 
nrnoh  and  which  culminated  in  war. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  No,  they  began 
before,  and  cries  of  "  Look  at  the 
accounts.**]  Another  incidental  evil 
effect  of  that  most  mischievous  event  of  i 
the  Raid  was  that  the  Boers  and  every 
one  in  South  Africa  acquired  the  lowest 
and  most  contemptuous  opinion  of  British 
military  skill,  which  had  something  to  do 
with  what  happened.  As  to  the  Orange 
Free  State,  when  your  neighbour's 
house  is  on  fire  you  are  concerned; 
and  really  I  am  amused  at  all  these 
elaborate  refinements  and  discussions  as 
to  the  effect  produced  in  these  two 
States.  Was  it  not  the  most  natural 
thing  in  the  world,  almost  necessary,  that 
they  should  join  with  the  Transvaall 
The  rij^t  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
course  taken  by  the  Orange  Wtee  State 
was  unexpected,  and  he  stated  last  night 
that  President  Steyn  had  given  a  promise 
to  Mr.  Schreiner  that  the  Free  State 
would  not  move. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  it 
would  not  be  aggressive. 


*SiR  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  will  read  these  despatches  at  all  events. 
Here  is  the  telegram  from  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Cape  Colony  to  his  Honour 
the  State  President,  dated  11th  October, 
referring  to  "  the  intense  strain  of  the 
position,"  and  expressing  confidence 
"that  the  territory  of  this  colony  will 
not  be  invaded  from  your  side,"  pressing 
"  the  same  abstinence  "  on  the  President 
of  the  South  African  Republic,  and 
stating  that  the  "  forces  on  our  border  are 
not  more  considerable  than  defence  pur- 
poses require."  The  State  President  at 
Bloemfonteia  replied  that — 

"  Assurance  could  be  given  that  Cape  Colony 
territory  will  not  be  invaded,  if  >  oa  vould  give 
the  Government  the  guarantee  that  this  State 
will  not  be  invaded  from  the  territory  of  the 
Cape  Colony  and  also  that  no  troops  would  be 
allowed  to  go  through  Cape  Colony  or  move 
towards  the  border  of  this  State  or  that  of  the 
South  African  Republic.  I  have  wired  your 
telegram  to  the  Soatk  African  Repablic,  and  if 
you  give  me  the  guarantee  as  above  I  will  use 
my  influence  to  get  a  similar  assurance  from 
the  South  African  Republic." 

[A  laugh  from  the  Ministerial 
Benches].  Hon.  Members  laugh,  and 
I  suppose  they  have  the  idea  that 
that  was  an  absurd  stipulation  to 
make.  I  quote  it  as  throwing  light  tm 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  to  the  absolute  assurance  given 
by  President  Steyn. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  is  not 
the  only  one. 

♦SirH.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 

That  is  dated  11th  October,  almost  the  last 
day  on  which  any  communications  passed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  in 
the  time  of  his  predecessor  the  defences 
of  the  colonies  were  so  n^lected 
that  there  were  only  two  battalions, 
or  3,000  men,  in  South  Africa,  and 
the  Government  had  to  raise  the 
force.  Yes,  Sir,  because  the  force 
depends  upon  your  policy .  At  that 
time  there  was  no  ground  of  fear  what- 
ever. [Cries  of  "Oh!*']  The  force  was 
adjusted  to  the  policy.  There  are  two 
policies  that  you  can  pursue  in  a  case 
such  as  this.  There  is  the  policy  of  force 
and  of  threats  «stiu|^  ujon^fo^^^on 
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the  other  hand  there  is  the  policy  of 
patience  and  of  peaceful  and  conciliatory 
negotiation.  That  second  policy  was 
supported,  and  demanded  from  the  Im- 
perial Gtovernment,  by  the  Natal  Parlia- 
ment, by  the  Cape  Parliament,  by  Lord 
Rosmead,  who  had  been  High  Com- 
missioner, by  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  by  all  the  constituted  authorities 
except  the  High  Commissioner,  and  by 
all  who  had  special  knowledge  of  the 
question.  The  alternative  was  a  policy 
of  force  and  of  threats  depending  upon 
force.  Who  was  in  favour  of  that  policy  ? 
I  cannot  find  any  authority  of  the  same 
quality  as  those  I  have  quoted.  The 
right  hon.  €rentleman  went  on  to  develop 
this  question  of  the  strength  of  troops, 
and  he  said  that  the  Government  worked 
the  number  of  troops  up  to  12,000,  but 
that  I  was  well  aware  that  those  troops 
were  not  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  state 
because  they  were  not,  as  he  said,  co- 
ordinated. We  seem  to  be  drenched  with 
that  word  "co-ordinated"  in  military  as 
well  as  in  educational  matters.  The 
right  bon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  suggest 
that  I  had  peculiar  knowledge  on  the 
subject,  and  ladced  htm  whether  he 
referred  to  the  conversation  which  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  having  with  him,  and  to 
the  correspondeace  which  followed.  He 
said  that  he  did,  and  I  asked  for  leave  to 
break  the  seal  of  secrecy  or  of  con- 
fidence and  to  state  what  occurred.  It 
was  on  20th  June,  1899.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wrote  to  me  a  note  saying  that 
he  would  be  very  pleased  if  I  would  let 
him  have  a  little  conversation  with  me. 
I  replied  in  similar  terms,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  came  to  my  room.  He 
told  me  that  he  wished  to  submit  to  me, 
and  of  course  to  those  with  whom  I 
acted,  two  proposals  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  contemplating.  The  first  was 
to  send  out  10,000  men  to  the  Cape — I 
think  Natal — and  the  right  hon.  Gfentle- 
man  asked  whether  the  Opposition  would 
join  in  recommending  that  step  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country.  I  think  I 
must  have  looked  a  little  surprised,  or  I 
may  have  uttered  a  few  words  of  surprise, 
for  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  went  on  to 
say— 

"  Tou  nf«d  not  be  atsrmed.  There  will  be 
no  fighting.  We  know  that  thofe  fellows  "— 
that  was  the  Boers— *■  won't  fight.  We  are 
playing  •  game  ot  bluff."  , 
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I  think  I  ventured  to  express  frankly 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  my  opinion 
that  such  a  policy  was  unworthy  of  the 
country.  If  I  did  not  say  that,  I  felt  it ; 
but  at  all  events  I  said  that  it  was  a 
rash  and  dangerous  policy,  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  begin  a  course  of  bluff 
when  you  did  not  know  what  it  might 
lead  to,  and  I  said  that  I  must  consult 
my  colleagues.  I  only  gave  my  own 
personal  impression  at  the  time.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  said  that  there 
was  another  thing — that  the  forces  in 
Natal  were  deficient  in  equipment — in 
transport  especially — that  it  lacked 
mobility;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wanted  to  know  whether  there  would  b? 
any  adverse  feeling  expressed  if  that  fault 
were  made  good.  Well,  Sir,  I  said  that  I 
would  consult  my  colleagues  on  both  of 
these  proposals.  I  invited  my  colleagues 
to  come,  and  I  told  them  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  and  I  took 
their  mind  on  both  these  questions.  With 
regard  to  the  equipment  of  the  troops, 
which,  I  think,  meant  the  purchase  of 
mules  and  horses  mostly,  we  said  that  we 
thought  there  was  nothing  to  be  urged 
against  the  proposal — it  being  desirable,  if 
we  had  a  force,  that  it  should  be  efficient, 
provided  that  it  was  done  in  such  a  wuy 
as  not  to  be  ostentatious  or  provocative 
— as  not  to  be  trtmipeted  about — with  the 
view  possibly  of  producing  some  effect 
upon  the  minds  of  men  in  South  Africa. 
But  as  to  the  other  proposal  we  could 
only  reply  that  the  responsibility  for  a 
great  movement  of  troops  such  as  that  lay 
entirely  with  the  Executive  Government, 
and  that  we  were  not  prepared  to  relieve 
them  of  any  part  of  their  responsibility. 
I  think  that  that  was  practically  the  gist 
of  what  occurred .  I  wrote  a  note  to  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  expiessing  these 
opinions — that  the  undivided  respon- 
sibility must  rest  with  the  Grovemment — 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  replied  on 
24th  June,  saying  that  he  quite  under- 
stood and  appreciated  what  we  had  said, 
and  hoped  that  there  would  be  an  oppor- 
tunity later  of  further  private  consulta- 
tion, if  desirable,  or  something  to  that 
effect.  No  such  opportunity  for  further 
consultation  presented  itself,  and  there 
the  matter  ended. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
want  to  interfer^  l^J^i^^liafe^^^ree 
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with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech, 
but  I  do  not  entirely  agree  with  the 
acoount  which  he  has  given.  With  the 
permission  of  the  House,  I  will  explain 
when  he  has  finished. 

*  Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANmeiRMAN : 
I  will  confess  to  the  House  that  for  a 
long  time  afterwards,  and  indeed  np  to 
the  present  moment,  that  declaration  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government  sunk  into 
my  mind  and  remained  there.  To  my 
mind  it  amply  explains  all  the  want  of 
preparation,  all  Uie  mistakes,  and  all 
the  complaints.  Some,  including  the 
Prime  Minister,  have  blamed  the 
soldiers  for  the  want  of  preparation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  blames  the> 
Opposition.  Some  Ministers  say  that 
they  were  fully  informed  in  every 
respect.  But  we  cannot  forget  what 
Lord  Salisbury  told  us — that  t£ey  knew 
nothing  about  it,  because  the  Boer 
cannon  were  conveyed  by  some  wonder- 
ful feat  in  piano-cases  and  the  like.  But 
what  is  the  use  of  troubling  our  heads 
with  all  these  excuses  and  methods  of 
accounting  for  the  facts,  when  we  have 
this  declaration  that  a  game  of  bluff 
was  being  played,  that  there  was  no 
sincere  ezpectati  m  or  intention  of  using 
actively  any  forces  which  might  be  sent 
out? 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  anything 
more  to  say  on  that  question.  I  do  not 
wish  to  speak  at  all  in  too  strong  terms 
of  anything  that  has  happened,  or  to 
lake  up  old  questions  of  difference.  But 
not  only  have  I  myself  from  the  first 
been  convinced  that  the  policy  of  the 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  mistaken 
policy,  that  patience  and  good  nature 
and  concessions  of  a  small  kind  would 
in  a  few  years  (probably  by  this  time) 
have  smoothed  over  the  whole  difficulty, 
but  I  am  convinced  that,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  intending  to  pursue 
the  policy  of  force,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  nnwOTtJiy  of  this  country 
than  the  particular  form  of  that  policy 
which  is  denominated  by  the  name  of 
bluff. 

One  thing  more  I  wish  to  say,  and  it 
applies  to  the  Chief  Secretary.  He 
quoted  a  despatch  of  Lord  Ripon's  on 
the  question  of  the  franchise,  a  despatch 
which  he  represented  to  the  House  as 
being  rather  in  the  nature  of  an  ulti- 


matum presented  to  Mr.  Kruger.  What 
are  the  facts  ?  It  was  not  a  despatch 
in  the  sense  of  having  been  ever  de- 
spatched. It  was  a  Paper.  There  were 
negotiations  going  on  about  Swaziland, 
and  Lord  Loch  was  directed  to  go  up  to 
Pretoria  and  arrange  with  the  Transvaal 
Government.  Mr.  Eruger  at  this  time 
hinted  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
raise  the  question  of  the  Convention ; 
and  Lord  Ripon  wrote  to  Lord  Loch  to 
say  that,  if  that  question  were  raised, 
the  first  thing  put  forward  would  be  the 
question  oi  the  five  years  franchise,  and 
in  this  Paper  Lord  Ripon  used  certain 
arguments  in  favour  of  it.  Why,  Sir, 
we  are  all  in  favour  of  a  five 
years  franchise,  if  not  of  a  lower  one, 
in  the  Transvaal — everybody  except, 
apparently,  the  present  governing 
authorities  in  the'  Transvaal.  But 
when  the  negotiations  began  Mr.  Kruger 
never  raised  this  question  of  the  Con- 
vention at  all;  therefore,  a  fortiori, 
the  question  of  the  franchise  was  never 
raised.  This  document  remained,  there- 
fore, merely  a  hypothetical  confidential 
instruction  for  Lord  Loch.  Some  time 
ago  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Oolonies  asked  Lord  Ripon  whether  he 
would  allow  the  arguments  used  in  this 
Paper  to  be  printed  in  a  public  document, 
and  that  was  agreed  to,  out  of  courtesy, 
as  between  one  Secretary  of  State  and 
his  successor.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
now  uses  this  Paper,  which  was  never 
more  than  that,  as  a  parallel  case 
to  the  hurling  of  an  ultimatum  at  a 
foreign  State. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  :  Lord 
Milner  made  the  same  proposal,  but  he 
did  not  hurl  an  ultimatum. 

*  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Well,  I  do  not  know.  If  there  was  not 
an  ultinutum  there  were  a  good  many 
ultimata.  There  was  practically  a 
great  deal  of  shaking  of  fists,  a  great 
deal  of  fumbling  with  the  butt-end  of 
the  revolver.  The  sands  were  running 
out  and  the  sponge  was  being  squeezed. 
No,  Sir,  I  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  misled  in  quoting  that 
document  in  the  way  he  did.  It  is  not 
what  I  should  have  expected  from  him, 
and  I  think  that  if  he  looks  into  the 
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thing  he  will  find  that  it  hardly  hears 
out  the  character  of  importance  which 
he  gave  to  it.  That  is  all.  I  have 
disposed  of  the  points  which  the  right 
hoQ.  Ctentleman  put  forward  so  violently 
last  night,  and  I  trust  tibat  I  have  made 
it  clear  to  the  House  that  most  of  us 
have  had  nb  other  intention  than  to 
avoid,  where  we  could,  embarrassing 
the  Government  in  any  way,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  advocate  in  this 
House  that  peaceful  settlement  and 
arrangement  in  South  Africa  which 
would,  I  believe,  have  accomplished 
the  same  results,  and  better  results,  than 
have  been  produced  by  the  waste  of  all 
the  blood  and  treasure  which  have  been 
spent. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN:  Mr. Speaker, 
in  reference  to  the  communications 
between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
myself,  to  which  he  has  referred  again 
to-day,  we  are  both,  as  the  House 
perceives,  in  a  certain  difficulty,  inas- 
much as  the  papers  connected  with  it 
are  in  both  our  cases  at  a  distance.  I 
have  done  my  best  to  supply  the 
deficiency  by  sending  down  to  Birming- 
ham this  morning,  and  I  hope  I  may 
be  able  before  I  leave  to  obtain  the 
original  papers.  They  consist  of  the 
letters  referred  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  also,  in  my  case,  of  an 
account  of  the  conversation  written 
immediately  afterwards.  I  differ  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  both  in  regard 
to  what  passed — I  do  not  differ  very 
substantially,  but  I  do  differ  consider- 
ably— as  to  what  passed  in  our  conversa- 
tion, and  as  to  that  it  is  possible  that 
we  may  be  unable  to  come  to  an  absolute 
agreement,  because  it  is  always  difficult 
to  remember  what  passed  at  a  conversa- 
tion. But,  fortunately,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  whatever  with  regard  to  the 
correspondence,  and  I  differ  also  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to 
that.  Now,  at  the  time  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  speaks — June — 
matters,  although  in  my  opinion  they 
were  not  by  any  means  poignant,  were 
undoubtedly  serious,  and  I  deprecated 
more  than  anything  else  the  possibility 
that  a  serious  discussion,  which  might 
ultimately  end  in  hostilities  with  other 
Powers,  should  be  treated  ss  a  Party 
matter,  and  it  was  my  earnest  desire, 
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if  that  could  be  done,  to  remove  alto- 
gether any  Party  feeling  or  controversy 
from  the  further  discussion  of  the 
subject.  I  spoke  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
Lord  Salisbury,  on  the  subject,  and 
I  had  his  assent  to  communicating 
with  and  seeing  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
therefore,  has  omitted  the  way  in 
which  the  conversation  was  opened  by 
me.  I  told  him  what  I  have  said  to  the 
House.  I  told  him  that  if  he  was 
inclined  to  accept  that  view  of  the 
situation,  and  to  consider  that  a  ^reat 
matter  of  this  kind,  affecting  national 
interests,  should  be  treated  not  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  a  Party  question,  but 
as  a  matter  in  which  the  Opposition  had 
as  much  right  to  be  consulted  as  the 
Government,  then  on  my  part,  and  on 
behalf  of  my  colleagues,  I  was  prepared 
to  make  him  this  offer,  that  we  would 
take  no  steps  whatever  without  consult- 
ing him,  ai^  that,  if  of  course  we  found 
afterwards  that  we  could  not  agree,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  separate  ;  but,  at 
all  events,  that  each  further  step  from 
that  date,  if  he  and  his  colleaguea  saw 
eye  to  eye  with  us,  would  be  in  effect 
a  joint  proceeding.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  thought,  accepted  the  idea 
without  unwillingness,  but  he  said — 

"What  kind  of  coDsnltation  ?  What  are 
yon  thinkiog  of  now,  for  instanoa  ?  " 

Then  I  told  him  that  two  questions  were 
before  us.  The  first  was  whether 
the  12,000  troops  that  were  then  in 
South  Africa  should  be  made  up — I  think 
the  proper  word  is  to  complete  the  unit ; 
I  am  afraid  I  am  weak  in  the  matter  of 
military  terms — 

♦Sir  H.  CAMPBEXL-BANNERMAN  : 
Transport. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Well,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  tranq»ort  was  an  im- 
portant portion  of  tiie  proposal,  but  my 
recollection  is  that  at  that  time  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  field  artillery  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  of  the  troops  and 
a  deficiency  of  cavalry,  and  that  we  pro- 
posed to  send,  not,  of  course,  a  large 
number,  but  a  sufficient  number  of 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  transport  to 
complete  the  forces  then  in  South  Africa. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  saidi  almost 
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in  the  words  be  has  used  to-day,  speak- 
ing for  himself  and  not  for  his  ooUeagues. 
that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  saw 
no  objection  whatever  to  that — he  did 
not  think  any  objection  would  be  taken 
to  that.  Then  I  said  there  was  another 
proposal,  which  was  to  reinforce  the 
garrison  by  sending  ont  a  considerable 
number  of  men — it  may  have  been 
10,000 ;  I  do  not  reroember,  but  I  told  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ^t  in  my  opinicm 
i^ere  was  no  probability  at  that  time  of 
war.  But  I  said  that  oar  difficulty  was 
then,  as  it  had  been  nil  along,  to 
convince  the  Boers  that  we  were  in 
earnest,  and  it  had  been  represented,  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  expressed  it  as  a 
settled  'opinion  of  the  Cabinet,  bat,  at 
all  events,  it  had  been  under  considera- 
tion by  us,  whether  it  would  not  have  a 
-good  effect  to  send  ont  a  ccmsiderable 
body  in  order  to  impress  on  the  Boers 
the  fact  that  we  did  mean  to  pursue  this 
matter  to  the  end.  The  right  hon. 
€l€ntleman  now  says  that  I  used  the 
word  bluff."  I  cannot  charge  my 
memory  with  a  contradiction.  It  is  not 
a  word  that  I  am  fond  of,  or  tliat  I  think 
I  should  have  been  likely  to  use.  Sly 
impression  would  have  been,  but  for  the 
contrary  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  I  did  not  use  that  word. 

*SiK  H.  CAMFBELL-BANNBRMAN : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  allow  me 
to  prove  tibat  I  have  not  said  so  from 
my  own  memory  only  ?  Immediately 
after  leaving  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I 
came  into  the  House  and  met  one  or  two 
of  my  colleagues,  and  I  used  Uie  same 
expression  to  than.  It  is  within  their 
reeoUeotiim. 

'  .Mb.  J.  CHAHBERLAIN :  That  I  quite 
believe,  and  I  absolutely  believe  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tiiinks  that  I  used 
it.  ,  But  he  must  remember  this.  It 
may  have  been  the  impression  I  gave 
him,  but  it  may  not  have  been 
tiie  word  I  used  or  the  impraaion  I 
intended  to  give.  I  certainly  feel  con- 
fident that  at  that  time  I  had  no  idea 
whatever  of  "  bluffing**  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  right  hon.  G^tleman  considers 
thai  I  used  the  word.  My  whole  inten- 
tioo  and  object  was — and  about  that  I 
amrsbsolntely  certain — to  suggest  to  the 
riaht  hon.  Gentleman  and  hia  colleagues 
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to  conaider  whether  it  would  not  be 
desirable  to  produce  a  considerable  force 
in  South  Africa  with  a  view  to  giving 
us  greater  influence  in  the  fnrtiier  negotia- 
tions. Now  I  come  to  the  letters,  and 
here  I  differ  in  an  important  sense  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  believe 
that  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  me  will 
prove  that  I  am  right.  My  recollection 
of  that  letter  is  this,  that  having  said  in 
private  ocmvonation  tiiat,  so  far  as  he 
was  conceraed,  he  was  quite  willing  to 
approve  of  the  strengthening  of  the 
12,000  men,  though  he  doubted  whether 
he  and  his  colleagues  would  be  willing  to 
send  a  large  additional  force,  in  his  letter 
he  wrote  that  he,  havia^  c(msulted  his 
ooUeagaes  on  the  proposition  I  made — 
which  included  this  proposition  for  a 
sort  tA  neutral  ground  in  dealing  with 
this  matter,  the  absence  of  political 
controversy,  which  was  really  the 
important  point — diat  he,  having  con- 
sulted his  colleagues,  tbey  had  come  to 
the  conclnaion  that  they  could  not  accept 
the  offer  of  the  Government,  and  they 
must  leave  the  Government  to  entirely 
take  its  own  responsibility.  He  wenton 
to  say  in  the  same  lettc^  that  in  those 
circumstances  I  must  consider  as  with- 
drawn any  statement  which  he  had  made 
on  his  own  account  with  regard  to  the — 
notwhat  he  said  just  now  [Criesof  "Oh!'*], 
certainly  not;  I  must  give  the  exact 
words — that  I  must  understand  that  the 
words  which  he  had  used  as  expressing 
his  own  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
strengthening  of  the  12,000  men  in  the 
field  must  also  be  considered  as  with- 
drawn. That  is  my  recollection,  and,  as 
I  say,  the  production  of  the  letter,  either 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  he  has 
it,  or  by  me,  if  I  can  find  it,  will  clear 
up  that  entirely.  It  does  not  in  the 
least  degree  affect  the  good  faith  uid 
Btnoerity  of  the  right  hsa.  Gentleman  <x 
of  myself  but  it  is  not  an  unimportant 
diffwenoe  as  to  the  facts,  because  it  is 
my  impression  that  oar  offer  was  entirely 
and  absolutely  refosed;  and  we  were 
told  that  even  in  the  small  matter  of 
increasing  the  force  and  making  complete 
the  unit  in  South  Africa  the  Opposition 
would  give  no  Party  siqiport  beforehand 
to  that,  but  must  leave  us  to  take  what- 
ever steps  we  pleased  on  our  own  responsi- 
bility.   That  is  my  view  of  the  position. 
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♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA(Mt.Bbodrick.  Surrey,  Guildford): 
What  we  are  faced  with  at  this  moment 
is  an  indictment  for  want  of  preparation 
for  the  war  and  for  the  absence  of  troops 
in  Natal .  What  ia  the  right  hon.  Gkotle- 
man*B  own  confession  ?  The  n^ht  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  confession  is  that  the 
agency  of  this  matter  was  brought 
before  him  as  early  as  June  20th,  1899. 
The  right  hon.  Gentlemen  was  invited 
to  co-operate,  and  he  has  given  reasons 
which  are  perfectly  clear  as  to  the  opinion 
which  he  held,  and  which  he  was  entitled 
to  hold,  tJiat  our  policy  was  a  mistaken 
policy,  and  that  by  patience,  good  nature, 
and  concessions  on  small  points,  furUier 
action  might  be  avoided.  He  is  entitled 
to  hold  t£ose  views,  but  I  ask  Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  on  what  pos- 
sible ground  can  he  then  come  forward 
and  complain  that  the  Government  did 
not  complete  the  preparations  whidi  he 
himself  did  his  best  to  discourage. 

*SiR  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
No,  I  did  not.  Bfy  objection  in  this  par- 
ticular case  was  to  what  I  called  a  policy 
of  blufi.  If  jthe  right  hon.  Grentleman 
had  come  and  told  us  of  a  dangerous 
condition  of  things,  and  if  they  had 
admitted  us  to  atme  of  their  secret 
information,  we  might  have  modified  our 
view. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The5yright;  hon. 
Gentleman  understood  that  the  question 
had  arisen  of  reinforcing  the  troops  in 
Natal  and  sending  10,(mO  men  there. 
The  right  hon.  G^tleman  was  perfectly 
entitled  to  hold  the  view  that  no  such 
reinforcement  was  necessary,  and  that  he 
at  all  events  and  his  Party  would  not 
contribute  to  any  such  demonstration 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  peace.  His 
view  was  that  peace  could  be  secured  by 
weakness  in  Natal,  and  not  by  strength. 
For  five  weeks,  nay  more,  after  these 
po*irparlera  between  my  right  hon. 
friend  and  tfae  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
came  down  to  the  House  and  told  us 
that  as  to  the  war  itself  he  could  only 
repeat  what  he  had  said  elsewhere  that 
— "  from  the  beginning  of  this  story  to 
the  end  of  it  I  can  see  nothing  what- 
ever which  furnishes  a  case  for  war." 
That  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
i^inion,  but  what  is  the  position  in 


whi(^  we  are  this  aftemoim.  We  arft 
here  under  this  indictment  that  we 
were  willing  to  risk  the  good  name  of 
the  country  in  negotiations  and  by  biufi, 
but  that  we  were  not  preparing  for  the 
actual  event  of  hostilities.  I  think  that 
anybody  who  looks  at  l^e  whole  <rf  this 
story  will  see  that  the  approach  to  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  a  patriotic 
approach.  It  was  a  peaceful  approach. 
It  only  occurs  to  me  now  as  I  am  speak- 
ijagt  that  sooh  an  approach  is  not  unusual 
among  men  of  patzlotio  feeling  when 
their  country  is  in  danger  of  a  devastating 
wai.  What  is  going  on  at  the  pr^ent 
moment  in  Japan  1  Wc  saw  in  the  tele- 
grams only  yesterday  or  the  day  before,  I 
think,  that  not  merely  members  of  the  then 
Government,  but  the  past  members  of 
past  Governments  had  been  called  in  and 
convoked  in  order  to  give  their  counsel. 
For  what  ?  Not  in  (ffder  to  raise  Party 
difficulties  in  a  great  nation^  emexgency, 
but  in  order  that  the  nation  should  pre- 
sent an  unbroken  front  to  an  enemy  at 
a  moment  of  overwhelming  danger.  I 
would  say  for  that  side  of  the  House  that 
they  did  not  rate  any  lower  tJian  we  did 
the  danger  and  difficulty  of  warlike  («>e ra- 
tions with  the  Dutch  States  in  South 
Africa.  They  were  fully  oonsoioua  of 
that  danger,  and  an  invitation  was 
addressed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  hitherto  stood  aloof.  We  knew 
that  he  had  been  backward  in  supporting 
the  Government  at  a  moment  when  we 
thought  that  from  patriotic  motives  they 
deserved  support.  The  moss  of  the 
House  never  ^ew  till  to-day  how  bacic- 
ward  he  had  been,  and  under  what 
pressure.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  his  own  attempt  to  absolve  himself. 
I  think  it  was  a  vain  attempt. 

Sir  H.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  have  nothing  to  absolve  myself  from. 

♦Mr,  BRODRICK:  The  rig^t  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  has  notiiing  to 
absolve  himseU  from.  Then,  ue  we  to 
understand  that  he  dissociates  himself 
from  the  attack  on  the  Goverment  for 
having  undertaken  this  war  with  a  want 
of  preparation,  in  which  preparation  he 
declined  to  associate  himself,  and  to 
which  preparation  he  put  by  his  speeches 
every  impediment  which  was  iu  his 
power? 
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Sm  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Let  me  lemind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  it  would  not  be  any  great  crime  to 
hesitate  at  a  partioular  nuonent  to  send 
reinf<wcements.  This  was  in  Jose;  July 
passed.  In  the  mmth  of  Angost  Ur. 
Chamberlain  wrote  to  LcMrd  Lansdowne 
saying  that  while  he  wished  to  avoid  the 
relaxation  of  pressnre  he  saw  no  occasion 
for  reinforoemoits.  He  shoold  attack 
the  ri^t  hon.  Qentleman  himself.  , 

*Mb.  BRODRICE  :  Does  that  citation 
absolve  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  from 
the  charge  that  when  he  was  told  there 
was  a  danger  of  war,  and  that  that 
danger — [Opposition  cries  of  "  When  %  "] 

Sir  H.  GAlfPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Ton  were  not  g<Hng  to  fight.  [An  Hon. 
UsHBEB  :  Ton  wcm  going  to  blnfi]. 

*Hk.  BRODRICK:  Hy  right  hon. 
Mend  has  given  a  somewhat  different 
interpretation  to  that  conversation.  He 
has  stated  that  any  idea  of  blnfi  in  the 
sense  in  which  it  was  nsed  by  the  right 
hon.  GenUeman  was  foreign  to  the  whole 
tenour  of  his  ccmversation. 

Hk.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Hear,  hear  ! 

*Me.  BRODRICK  :  Two  points  were 
advanced.  One  was  that  the  sending  of 
these  troops  would  have  had  the  effect 
of  making  for  peace.  The  other  was  that 
the  invitation  addressed  to  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  was  addressed  to  him  with 
the  view  of  blending  all  Parties  in  any 
future  action  which  mq;ht  be  taken. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Hear,  hear  ! 

•Mb.  BRODRICK :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  really  desired  peace  he  had 
the  opportunity,  at  the  eleventh  hour  of 
w<nkmg  with  those  who  had  been  work- 
ing from  the  first  hour  in  the  same 
direction,  but  did  he  accept  it  or  was  he 
willing  to  take  a  hand  at  all  ? 

Snt  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Not  at  such  a  game. 

*Mb.  BRODRICK  :  Well,  not  at  snch 
a  game !  That  was  not  his  game,  but, 
having  impeded  the  game,  he  now  comes 
down  to  complain  of  those  who  tried 
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to  play  the  game  earnestly.  [An  Hon. 
SfGUBBR :  Blufi.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  last  night  tried  to  explain 
away  his  speech  in  which  he  spd»  of 
there  being  no  necessity  for  prepanticu. 

SibH.'CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN:  I 
did  not  explain  it  away.  I  stated  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  was  said.  That 
is  all. 

*Mb.  BRODRICK :  I  do  not  know  any 
form  of  words  ever  nsed  by  one  man  in 
tiiis  House  which  played  so  large  a  part 
in  the  General  Election  as  that  q»eech  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman.  The  country, 
who  did  not  express  their  opinion  oa 
anything  else,  expressed  their  opinion  in 
the  strongest  posable  way  on  the  impedi- 
ments which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  some  who  acted  with  him,  not  all.  had 
placed  in  the  way  of  the  Government  in 
a  purely  naticmal  crisis  of  overwhelming 
gravity.  Is  It  not  rather  a  stretch  even 
of  ordinary  Parlimentary  forms  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  come  forward 
now  to  associate  himself  with  those 
who  complain  of  this  lack  of  pre- 
paration. Not  being  willing  to 
enter  into  the  vineyard  himself, 
nor  anzioos  for  the  reward  which  he 
might  have  got  even  at  tiie  eleventh 
hour,  and  having  taken  care  not  merely 
to  decline  to  work  in  the  vineyard 
himself,  he  denounced  as  blacklegs  ^ose 
who  went  in  and  were  willing  to  work. 
I  think  it  strange  that  men  who  have 
throughout  declared  that  the  war  was 
unjustifiable,  that  our  policy  was  wrong, 
that  our  ineparations  were  unnecessary, 
should  come  hm  to-day  to  attack  us  icx 
our  inertia  at  a  moment  when  they 
were  hanging  on  our  backs,  and  should 
pose  themselves  as  foiled  advocates  of 
a  strong  policy.  That  is  the  position 
that  the  Opposition  occupy  this  after- 
noon. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  made  an 
appeal  yesterday  that  this  question 
should  not  be  treated  as  a  Party 
question.  He  referred  in  scnnewhat 
vehement  terms  to  the  speech  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  as  a  Party  speech  and 
an  appeal  to  Party  passions.  I  quite 
admit  that  on.  occasions  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Forest  of 
Dean  has  known  how  to  divest  himself  of 
Party,  but  was  it  quite  wocthy  of  him  last 
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night  to  barb  anattack  on  the  Qovemment 
and  the  Prime  Minister  by  saying  that 
tiie  Graninisaion  had  been  nominated 
by  the  Government,  a  Gommiasion,  the 
chairman  d  which  was  one  of  the 
political  opponents  of  Government,  the 
monbers  of  which  were  representative 
men,  not  one  of  them  in  any  way  what- 
ever attached  to  the  Government,  and 
whose  findings,  to  say  the  least,  bore  the 
appearance  of  impartiality  ?  I  ^nk 
also  I  can  claim  ti^t  in  every  speech, 
except  that  made  by  the  Leader  ci  the 
Opposition,  who  has  not  touched  on  the 
Motion  at  all,  the  Commission's  Report 
has  been  used  to  blame  the  Government. 
Where  the  Commission  blamed  the 
Government  the  htm.  and  learned 
Member  quoted  the  Commission,  and 
where  the  Commission  absolved  the 
Govemmant  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  scavenged  the  evidence  to  find 
proof  that  they  were  wrong.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  said  he  objected, 
and  I  am  going  to  endeavour  to  carry  out 
the  spirit  of  what  he  said'  in  the  course 
of  the  few  observations  I  have  to  make 
to  this  bandying  across  the  floor  of  the 
House  oi  accusations  as  to  the  number 
of  stores  which  were  laid  by  the  late 
Oovenunent,  and  the  number  of  stores 
laid  by  the  present  Government — ^the 
number  of  stores  put  into  arsenal  

^*SiB  CHARLES  DILEE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Fweet  of  Dean) :  I  made  no 
accusation  on  the  subject.  I  quoted  the 
Prime  Minister's  saying  that  the  stores 
were  allowed  to  go  down  after  Hi.  Stan- 
hope left  the  War  Office,  and  added  that 
the  Prime  Minister  bad  claimed  that  the 
stores  had  again  been  raised  before  the 
war  to  Hr.  Stanhope's  standard.  The 
evidence  before  the  GommissicMi  showed 
exactly  the  opposite. 

*Mb.  BRODRIGK  :  Hy  point  was  that 
the  Government,  which  Uie  right  hon. 
Gentleman  helped  us  to  displace,  had 
not  adopted  Mr.  Stanhope's  standard,  but 
had  even  adopted  a  lower  standard  of 
their  own.  What  is  the  main  result  of 
the  findings  of  the  Commission  1  We 
were  told  that  our  preparations  were 
insufficient.  That  has  been  discussed 
throughout  this  debate.  Take  one  single 
point  on  whicli  I  think  the  Govenunent 
have  a  ri^t  to  absolntion.   The  Com- 
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mission  shows  that  tite  highest  military 
authorities  differed  in  all  respects  as 
regards  the  route  of  advance.  It  shows 
that  Lord  W<^ley  differed  from  Lord 
Roberts  as  to  the  nature  <^  the  advance, 
and  that  General  Buller  differed  from  both. 
General  Buller  advocated  an  advance  by 
Natal,  whilst  Lord  Roberts  chose  the 
Cape.  Lord  Wolseley  rejected  both,  and 
said  the  advance  should  be  made  by 
Bloemfontein.  There  is  one  point  on 
which  all  soldiers  agreed,  whetiier  you 
take  Lewd  Wolseley,  L«d  Roberts,  Sir 
Redvers  Buller,  or  Sir  William  Bu^r. 
None  of  them  put  the  f<Hrce  with  which 
we  ought  to  advance  at  so  high  a  figure 
as  that  adopted  by  the  Government. 
How  can  you  say  that  our  preparations 
were  inst^cient  when  the  number  was 
actually  in  excess  of  the  number  of 
soldiers  adced  for.  May  I  invite  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  one  moment 
to  the  attack  made  on  the  Prime 
Minister  in  regard  to  the  Orange  Free 
State  1  It  has  been  urged  that  the  Prime 
Minister  in  stating  that  no  one  could  have 
known  that  the  Orange  Free  State  would 
join  in  had  shown  that  lamentable  want 
of  foresight  vhiok  characterised  the 
Government  throughout  these  operatdms. 
Is  there  any  truth  whatever  in  that 
indictment?  The  Prime  Minister  un- 
doubtedly did  say  that  we  had  no  quarrel 
with  the  Free  State;  that  the  Free 
State  had  no  treaty  with  the  Trans- 
vaal which  made  it  necessary  to 
j(»n  in  the  invasion  of  our  territory ; 
and  the  Free  State  had  no  interest  in 
the  Uitlaodet  question.  It  has  been 
urged  that  our  reliance  upon  these  facts 
made  us  reduce  our  preparations,  and 
that  the  ignorance  of  our  commanders 
as  to  the  probable  action  of  tbe  Free 
State  prejudiced  the  whole  course  of 
tiie  war.  Now  I  deny  t^t  in  evBiy 
case.  Bvery  preparation  was  made  on 
the  assampti<m  that  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  fi^t  the  Free  State  as  well  as 
the  Transvaal,  and  moreover,  from  a 
strategic  point  of  view,  it  was  held  by 
some  of  the  best  and  highest  advisers 
of  the  Government  that  the  neutrality  of 
the  Free  State  would  have  to  be  watched 
and  might  prove  even  a  greater  danger 
than  the  actual  hostility  of  the  Free 
State.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench  take  their 
share  of  respo^lnli^  ^^^^^tement 
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that  has  been  circulated  in  a  little  leaflet 
by  thoiuunds  thioughoat  this  country, 
that  the  mistake  about  the  Orange  Free 
State  cost  the  country  thousands  of 
lives  and  millions  of  money.  Sir,  there 
is  not  a  shred  or  shadow  of  founda- 
tion for  that  statement ;  and  there- 
fore the  attack  made  on  the  Fciroe 
Blinister  last  night  had  no  foundation 
whatever. 

May  I  say  one  word  in  support  and 
in  amplification  of  what  fell  from 
the  Cluef  Secretary  last  ni^t.  My 
right  hon.  friend  dwelt  with  great  force 
on  the  points  on  which  the  Commission 
pnmounoed  a  verdict  in  favour  of  theGov- 
enunent.  He  dwelt  on  the  thoroughness 
and  remarkable  dispatch  of  the  mo- 
bilisation of  the  troops,  and  he  cited  their 
commendation  on  the  quality  of  the 
stores  and  food  supplies  which  was  the 
most  successful  feature  of  the  war.  He 
mentioned  their  opinion  of  the  various 
articles  provided,  and  he  also  dwelt 
with  not  too  great  force  on  the  denun- 
ciations of  the  ezag^;erated  Btatemente 
with  regard  to  the  failure  of  the  supply 
(rf  horses.  We  were  told  that  the  stores 
were  iasafficient.  My  right  hon.  friend 
made  a  very  clear  statement  on  that 
point  which  could  not  be  gainsaid.  We 
did  find  great  arrears  in  1895,  and  we 
set  ourselves  first  to  the  better  equip- 
ment of  the  Navy.  That  we  were  bound 
to  do.  We  voted  for  the  Army  £4  for 
every  £3  voted  by  our  predecessors,  and 
we  raised  our  Army  Estimates  very  con- 
siderably in  consequence.  During  that 
time  we  had  considerable  military  ex- 
peditions in  the  Soudan,  for  whidi  we 
had  to  find  enormous  sttves,  and  on 
which  we  spent  sometibing  like  a  million 
of  money,  which  we  mi^t  have  spent 
in  filling  our  storehouses  and  r^aining 
that  which  the  opposite  Party  had  spent 
£10,000,000  in  losing  before.  I  may  say 
this,  that  although  the  stores  ran  low 
they  never  ran  ^ort  during  the  war. 
And  if  they  did  not  run  short  I  think 
the  House  might,  in  its  generosity,  ad- 
mit that  some  credit  is  due  to  those  men 
in  the  War  Office,  much  abused  though 
they  be,  who,  under  Sir  Henry  Bracken- 
bury  and  Sir  Charles  Mansfield  Clarke, 
supplied  an  Army  in  the  field  three  or 
four  times  the  sise  of  that  they  had  been 
asked  to  provide  for,  in  an  efficient  con- 
dition for  two  and  a  half  years. 


I  would  invite  the  attention  ol  the 
House  to  three  or  four  points,  before  I  sit 
down,  OD.  which  the  Commission  found 
real  scope  for  Uieir  labours  and  which 
the  €k>vemmeat  have  shown  their 
anxiety  to  meet.  The  Director  of 
Military  Intelligence  has  had  very 
marked  compliments  paid  to  him  in 
this  debate.  I  associate  myself  in  every 
rentecfr  with  the  commendations  given 
to  sir  John  Aidagh  for  tike  inteU^nce 
which  he  provided  for  us  under  circum- 
stances of  great  difficulties.  I  know  that 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham has  made  it  clear  to  the  House 
that  that  intelligence  did  reach  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  but  we  cannot  conceal 
from  ourselves  that  the  verdict  of  the 
Ctanmissicsk  is  against  us  on  that  qnes- 
tion.  The  OommissioQ  stated  that  ^eie 
had  been  a  neglect  owing  to  the  system^ 
for  all  practical  purpoees,  of  the  work  of 
the  Intelligence  Division.  I  think  that 
that  shows  that  defects  did  exist.  At 
all  events,  amimgst  the  military  authtn-- 
ities  there  was  not  sufficient  cohesion 
inside  the  War  Office  and  between  the 
War  Office  and  the  Qovemment;  not 
that  cohesion  on  which  we  could  depend 
in  a  future  war.  I  go  far  beyond  the 
Commission  in  that  respect.  I  say  not 
only  was  there  a  want  in  1895  of  suffi- 
cient cohesion  to  secure  that  the  full 
force  of  the  best  military  intelligence 
should  be  communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  t^t  there  was  not  sufficient 
cohesion  between  Ijie  Army  and  the 
Navy.  Both  required  to  be  brought 
under  the  authority  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  Defence  Committee  as 
it  then  existed  was  not  a  sufficient 
instrument,  and  it  was  that  feelii^ 
which  moved  both  the  First  Lord, 
of  the  Admiralty  and  myself  as 
soon  as  the  war  was  over  to  approach 
the  Prime  Minister  with  a  view  to  the 
creation  of  the  present  Defence  Com- 
mittee.  Without  labouring  that  point, 
I  think  the  House  will  readily  under- 
stand that  the  sittings  of  the  present 
Defence  Committee,  amended  and  ampli- 
fied as  they  may  be  under  the  new 
conditions,  have  secured,  at  all  events, 
that  the  two  leading  military  and  naval 
Members  are  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  Cabinet,  week  by  week,  through  the 
session    and   occasionally   during  the 
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again  occuT,  as  occurred  in  1899,  between 
the  Blilitary  Intelligence  Department 
and  the  Cabinet.  That  point  ie  not  one 
which  arouses  enthuBiasm  in  the  party 
of  attack,  but  I  Tmture  to  say  that  it  is 
by  i&r  the  most  vital  result  that  can 
take  place  jErom  the  investigations  of  this 
Oommission.  The  majority  of  the  Com- 
mission did  not  propose  dkanges  in  the 
War  Office  itself,  nor  in  the  system  of 
the  Army  ;  but  the  Minority  Report  made 
a  suggestion  towards  which,  b^ore  that 
time,  we  had  already  gone  a  long  way. 
That  men  should 'work  in  water-tight 
computaients  in  such  a  matter  as 
National  Defenee  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible. The  association  <A  those  men  in 
the  War  Office  who  have  been  sitting 
with  regularity  for  the  last  three  years 
has  prevented  that  isolation  which 
caused  many  of  the  hitches  in  the  late 
campaign  and  which  is  made  still  more 
impossible  by  ihe  o^nisatatm  now  pro- 
posed to  be  set  up. 

The  Commission  reported  strongly 
about  the  training  of  officers  and 
troops.  Long  before  the  war,  in 
Lord  Lansdowne's  time,  great  changes 
had  been  made  in  that  respect.  In 
the  banning  of  1899,  c^portonities 
for  training  and  manfBuvrmg  troops 
had  been  afforded  as  never  before. 
There  is  one  step  which  has  been  t^en 
and  of  which  scant  recognition  has  been 
made  by  the  public,  but  which  will  have 
a  lasting  efiect  on  the  organisation  and 
training  of  the  Army.  And  that  is  that 
officers  are  appointeid  now  to  command 
troops  which  they  are  to  command 
in  war.  It  was  nmversally  admitted 
that  the  manoenvres  of  last  year  showed 
a  nearer  approadi  to  a  condition  of  war, 
and  a  greater  appreciation  by  the  officers 
and  men  in  the  training  they  had 
received,  than  anything  that  has  taken 
place  in  this  country  before.  May  I 
remind  the  House  that  before  the  Com- 
niission  sat  all  the  censures  which 
had  been  passed  on  the  medical  depart- 
ment had  been  dealt  with  to  such  a 
d^ee  that  Sir  F.  I^ves  was  able  to 
tell  the  Commission  tiiat  we  should  now 
have  the  finest  medical  swvioe  in  the 
world  ? 

One  other  matter,  our  Army  had 
been  trained,  had  been  located  pre- 
viously to  the  war,  mainly  with  the 
view  of  home  defence,  with  a  Navy 
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which  can  defend  us,  or  should  be  able 
to  defend  us,  from  any  formidable 
attack.  That  view  has  been  abandoned ; 
the  Prime  Minister  has  shown  as  clearly 
as  posffible  that  the  policy  adopted  by 
this  Qovemment  three  years  ago  of 
holding  a  force  in  readiness  of  120,000 
for  service  abroad  was  the  only  Inti- 
mate policy  f<ff  a  coontxy  wluob  has 
great  dependencies  to  d^end.  That, 
again,  is  a  result  of  the  war.  No  longer 
shall  we  approach  another  war,  another 
emergency,  with  a  doubt  in  our  minds 
whether  we  can  send  70,000  men  abroad. 
The  policy  of  the  oountiy  has  been  un- 
mistakabty  declared.  I  am  very  glad 
this  debate  has  been  raised ;  I  think  it 
has  swept  away  a  good  many  misconcep- 
tions. I  do  not  believe  that  those  who 
read  the  indictment  of  the  Oovemment 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  defence  of  the 
Qovernment  on  the  other,  will  doubt  on 
which  side  they  ought  to  give  their  votes 
in  litis  controversy.  Hon,  Members 
opposite  have  ahown  to  thsAx  own 
satisfaction  that  in  the  state  of  the 
negotiations,  which  was  known  to  them 
as  well  as  to  the  public,  preparations  for 
war  were  inevitable.  They  cannot  pro- 
duce one  single  point  in  which  they 
assisted  those  prepuations  which  they 
now  reproach  us  for  insufficiently 
making ! 

The  hon.  Kkmber  who  seconded  the 
Motion  endeavoured  to  barb  his  invec- 
tive against  the  Government  by  citing 
passages  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Crimean  war  as  bearing  on  the  Report 
we  have  under  discussion.  The  records 
of  the  two  Committee  will  remain 
side  by  side  In  our  library  for  the 
deliberations  of  this  House  for  all 
time.  What  is  the  comparison  between 
them  ?  The  one  said  that  by  the 
negligence  and  want  of  foresight  of 
the  Government  62,000  men,  the  largest 
force  ever  in  the  Crimea  at  the  same 
time,  had  been  left  deficient  in  every- 
thing that  makes  the  Army  able  to  take 
and  keep  the  field ;  the  other  Report 
has  made  it  clear  that  a  force  five  times 
that  number  was  mobilised,  maintained 
for  two  and  a-half  years,  and  well  supplied 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officers  and  men 
composing  it.  and  under  conditions  which, 
while  they  gave  much  ocoarion  for 
improvement  and  much  ground  for  the 
acceptance  of  exp$rmic9,^^i£)Agl(0iole 
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oaoaed  the  repeated  commendation  of  the 
CommisBioners  as  to  tlie  way  in  which 
the  service  was  carried  oat.  I,  for  one, 
rejoice  that  these  defects  have  been 
brought  oat;  I  rejoice  also  that  the 
-exaggerated  estimates  of  them  have  been 
authoritatively  di^roved.  And  I  be- 
lieve witii  my  ri^t  hum.  friend  tiie 
present  Secretary  d  State,  that  now  that 
we  have  had  oar  difficulty,  now  that  we 
have  confessed  where  the  mistakes  have 
arisen,  now  that  we  have  set  ourselves  to 
repair  them,  the  worst  possible  policy  for 
the  country  and  for  thu  House  is  to  con- 
tinue denunciation  of  our  Army  system 
And  Army  administration,  and  ol  the 
TemiltB  which  have  been  achieved.  I 
have  known  what  it  is,  during  a  period 
which  was  not  directly  under  the  review 
of  the  Commissioners,  to  conduct  a  war 
under  iixoea  conditions  of  criticism ;  I 
have  known  what  it  is  to  receive  from 
the  front  protest  after  protest  against  the 
speecdiesand  criticisois  which  were  being 
made  in  this  House  because  ct  tiie  dis- 
content  they  created  among  tiioee  who 
had  been  previously  contented.  I  claim 
that  the  adverse  critics  have  said  their 
say,  and  our  point  is  that  we  have  met, 
with  difficulty  no  doubt,  but  still  success- 
fully, a  call  which  was  unparalleled  and 
unexpected.  I  say  that  the  mistakes 
were  to  a  large  degree  remedied  before 
tiie  sitting  of  the  Commission,  that  our 
system  is  now  being  reviewed  bom  end 
to  end.  I  say  we  did  not  wait  for  the 
verdict  of  the  Commissioners,  or  for  tlie 
oensuie  of  Parliament,  to  undertake  re- 
forms which  have  altered  the  whole  con- 
dition of  OUT  preparations  for  the  eventu- 
alil7  of  a  war.  That  being  eo,  let  the 
House  of  Commons  decide  between  us, 
whose  record  at  all  events  shows  a  sense 
of  our  responsibility  and  an  earnest  desire 
to  repair  that  which  has  been  amiss — let 
the  House  of  Commons  decide  between 
us  and  those  whose  military  record  is 
no  record  at  all  for  the  last  twenty  years^ 
who  let  matters  go  back,  without  intro- 
ducing a  single  reform  when  they  were 
last  in  power,  axid  who  hung  on  our  backs 
at  tiie  critical  moment,  and  who  now 
come  forward  on  the  most  flimsy  ground 
and  try  to  subordinate  the  great  national 
question  of  Army  reform,  which  we  are 
detnmined  to  carry  through,  to  a  Party 
cry. 


Ur.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.)  said  that  if  they  were  to  take  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  in  earnest,  they  would  fain 
have  to  inquire  how  it  was  that,  after 
his  super-excellent  administration  at 
the  War  Office  for  four  years,  he 
now  found  his  services  transf»red 
to  another  Department.  He  himself 
conld  not  help  thinking  that  one 
cause  of  that  transferenoe  was  the  know- 
ledge which  the  Government  had  that 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  washanging 
over  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  head. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  weech 
said  mat  the  unpatriotic  action  tn  the 
Opposition  prevented  the  Government 
making  good  the  deficiencies  which  tbey 
acknowledged  existed  in  the  force  which 
they  were  to  maintain  in  South  Africa. 
If  it  were  unpatriotic  not  to  make  good 
such  deficiencies,  on  whom  did  the 
blame  lie — on  the  Government  who  had 
die  power  and  the  knowledge,  or  on  the 
Oi^Kwtion  who  had  neither  one  nor  the 
other  1 1f  i 

*Mb.  BRODRICK  :  That  was  not  my 
point.  Hy  point  was  that  we  oould  have 
strengthened  the  knowledge  of  the  Boers 

as  to  our  being  in  earnest  by  sending  out 
more  troops;  but  that  that  advantage 
would  have  been  altogether  nullified  if 
it  had  been  met  by  loud  protests  on  the 
part  of  the  Opposition,  thereby  encourag- 
ing President  Kruger  in  his  belief  that 
the  Opposition  were  opposed  to  the  war. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  said  that 
if  the  right  h<m.  Gentleman  had  read  the 
evidence  before  the  Commission  he  would 
know  that  Sir  Mansfield  Clarke  told  the 
Commission  in  the  clearest  possible  lan- 
guage that  it  was  perfectly  possible  to 
make  all  those  preparations  without  any 
one  of  them  Incoming  public.  If  that 
were  so — and  he  could  not  question  the 
authority  of  such  an  eminent  military 
official  as  the  late  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral— the  blame  lay  on  the  Government, 
not  only  for  not  preparing  for  the  war, 
but  also  for  trying  to  deceive  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  said  that  in  the  present  dispute 
between  Japan  and  Russia,  statesmen  on 
both  sides  were  called  in  to^ve  counsel, 
ibut  what  had  be^zeMii^^l^feCin 
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Japan  and  RubbU  during  the  past  two 
months  ^  There  had  been  the  largest 
poBBible  public  preparation  for  the 
struggle  which  they  feared  would  ensue. 
What  took  place  here  in  the  early 
summer  of  1899  ?  The  Government  did 
not  main  any  sort  of  preparation,  public 
or  private,  tot  war,  akhOD^h'  they  were 
respcoisible,  not  tiie  Opposition.  Even 
if  Uke  Opposition  were  called  into  counsel, 
the  Oovemment  were  responsible  for 
the  policy  which  rendered  preparation 
necessary.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  further  said  l^t  the  last  General 
Election  was  fou^t  on  the  cry  of  the 
war;  the  next  General  Election  would 
be  probably  fought  on  the  cry  of  "  bluff ; " 
and  the  cry  which  floated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  in  1900  would  probably  float 
him  out  in  1904.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man went  on  to  tell  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  the  various  Governments  with 
which  he  had  b«en  connected  had  spent 
£4  toi  every  £3  the  previous  Government 
had  spent.  What  had  they  got  to  diow 
for  it  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  storehouses  never  ran  out.  Did 
he  remember  the  evidence  of  Sir  Andrew 
Noble  before  the  Commission  ?  Sir 
Andrew  Noble  was  told  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  there  was  no  shrapnel 
in  the  country,  except  what  was  in  the 
limber  boxes  of  the  artillery,  that  there 
were  only  two  cases  of  ammunition  in 
the  country,  and  that  the  military 
stores  of  every  kind  were  inadequate  for 
ordinary  peace  requirements.  [Mr 
Bbodbick  dissented.]  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  shook  his  head, 
but  that  was  the  statement  of  the 
Director-General  of  Ordnance ;  it  was  also 
the  statement  of  the  Inspector-Greneral 
of  Remounts,  of  the  Director-General  of 
^e  Army  Medical  Service,  and  of  the 
Army  Service  Corps.  Every  one  of  these 
officers  gave  evidence  in  which  each  said 
that  the  requirements  of  his  Department 
were  not  satisfactory  even  up  to  a 
peace  standard.  The  right  hon. 
Goitieman  stated  that  the  rep<Nrt8 
of  the  Intelligence  Department  reached 
the  Cabinet,  but  had  the  Cabinet 
the  intelligence  to  understand  them  ? 
These  defects  were  discovered  in  1896  by 
the  Intelligence  Department.  They  were 
not  rectified  until  1903,  and  they  would 
not  have  been  rectified  then  had  it  not 
Mr.  Charles  Uobhom. 


been  known  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemant 
that  the  evidence  of  Sir  William  Niohol' 
son  was  going  to  be  ioade  public. 

*  Mb.  BRODRICK  :  That  is  a  charge^ 
a  direct  charge,  against  me.  I  beg  to  tell 
the  House  that  it  is  absolutely  without 

foundation.  So  far  from  its  being  a  case 
of  the  Intelligence  Departmeiit  having: 
been  left  alone  from  1899  to  1903,  in 
1901  Sir  William  Nicholson  was  placed 
on  the  War  Oflice  Council,  so  that  tiie 
whole  of  the  evidence  from  his  Depart- 
ment reached  Uie  Cabinet  direct.  Bat 
apart  ium  that,  as  regards  the  ot^puusa' 
tion  of  his  D^utment,  I  took  up 
matter  very  early.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  adopted  the  very  natural 
position  that  permanent  additions  to 
that  Department  should  be  delayed  till 
the  end  of  the  war.  We  had  an 
enormous  number  of  officers  employed 
on  intelligence  in  South  Africa,  and  at- 
the  end  of  the  war  I  brought  the  matter 
before  him.  It  was  before  the  Treasury 
long  before  Sir  William  Nicholson  gave 
any  evidence  whatever ;  and  I  obtained 
for  him  a  large  increase  of  officers,  I 
think  it  was  thirteen  or  fifteen,  bef(»e 
he  ever  went  before  the  Ckmuniasion. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  said  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  turn 
to  the  Report  he  would  see  the  statement 
there  made  that  £3,000  was  to  be  added 
to  the  Estimates  for  the  Intelligenoe 
Department.  Sir  WiUiam  Nicholson 
stated  that  that  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  anything  about  that  increase. 

*Mit.  BRODRICK:  Sir  William 
Nichokmi  was  constantly  in  conferenoe 

with  the  Committee  that  sat  at  the  War 
Office  the  previous  year  to  arrange  what 
his  future  stofi  was  to  be,  and  that  was 
submitted  to  the  Treasury  a  long  time 
before  I  think  the  Commission  began  its 
sittings.  As  to  the  charge  against  my- 
self, a  most  unusual  charge,  that  I  never 
would  have  made  any  representation  to 
the  Treasuiy  at  all  to  add  to  this  De- 
partment unless  I  had  known  that 
General  Nicholson's  evidence  was  going 
to  be  published,  I  think  the  hon.' 
Member  should  withdraw  it.  I  never 
knew  what  evidence  Sic  W{lliam  Nichol- 
son had  given  oiSgili&e  b?4fei ©OgtC  had 
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it  the  slightest  effect  on  my  action  in 
tike  matter,  which  had  been  taken  months 
before. 

MB.(mRLESHOBHOUSE  saidthat, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gtontleman  put  it  on 
thoae  gronndfl^  he  witiidiew  at  once  the 
penonal  charge  against  himself,  bat  he 
would  not  withdraw  it  f^ainat  the  De- 
partment of  which  he  was  the  head. 
He  had  not  got  the  reference  with  him 
at  the  moment,  but  the  evidence  was 
there  in  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
for  every  man  who  cared  to  read  it. 
The  right  hoo.  Gentleman  had  further 
declared  that  he  was  glad  the  debate 
had  been  raised.  He  commenced  his 
remarks  by  saying  it  was  unworthy  of  the 
Opposition  to  have  brought  a  charge  of 
fail  [are  against  the  Government.  This 
debate  had  diown  that  the  Opposition 
were  justified  in  making  that  charge. 
The  evidence  in  Ae  Report  was  ci^ 
upon  it.  It  was  somewhat  difficult  to 
debate  the  whole  ot  the  Report  because 
of  the  enormous  mass  of  evidence 
collected  and  the  multitudinous  details 
gone  into  by  the  Commissioners,  and  by 
the  fact  that  any  criticism  on  the  Report 
itself  mast  fall  into  one  oi  two  lines, 
first,  the  want  <tf  preparatim  by  the 
Government,  second.  I^e  inabitity  of 
the  War  Office  to  perform  the  duties 
which  fell  to  their  office  during  the  war. 
That  made  any  criticism  on  the  Report 
extremely  difficult,  but  it  did  not 
diminish  the  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet. 
The  right  hon.'  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  expressed  the 
(^inicm  that  so  far  as  the  Anny  was 
c<mcemed  the  Gov^ment  deserved  an 
acquittal.  So  far  as  the  House  was 
concerned,  the  jury  which  had  to  give 
the  verdict  on  this  debate  was  packed, 
but  the  discussion  which  took  place 
in  ,the  House  would  penetrate  into  the 
conntey,  and  the  country  was  the  ulti- 
mate judge.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  supposing  you  did  bring  in  a 
verdict  <rf  guilty,  it  was  better  to  have 
the  devil  you  did  know  than  the  devil 
^ou  did  not.  But  he  remembered  read- 
ing  of  a  case  where  a  house  was  cleansed 
of  seven  devils  and  the  last  state  of  that 
house  was  worse  than  the  first. 

^  Ak  HON.  MEMBER:  Because  the 
other  devils  came  in. 


Mb.  CHARLES  H0BH0U3E  said  the 
devils  alluded  to  were  the  devils  who  had 
come  in  in  the  last  three  or  four  weeks.  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  fully  responsible  for 
the  inception  or  the  continuance  of  these 
defects,  but  he  was  responsible  for 
a  great  part  oi  the  time  cov»ed 
by  the  Report.  Lord  Lansdowne,  the 
first  of  the  various  Secretaries  of  State  for 
War,  had  pointed  out  that  the  enemy  we 
were  going  to  fight  was  more  formidable 
than  any  we  had  grappled  with  for 
years,  and  in  view  of  that  remark  they 
were  entitled  to  criticise  the  action  of 
the  Government.  Reference  was  made 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  plan  of 
campaign,  and  Lord  Lansdowne  said— 

"  I  oannot  see  that  anyone  was  prejudiced  by 
the  lack  of  a  definite  plan  of  oampaiga." 

His  secretary  did  not  take  that  view,  but 
thought  that  if  a  general  had  been  sent  out 
witii  definite  instructions  it  would  have 
he&a.  far  better,  and  that  view  was  the  one 
that  had  been  accepted  by  the  Commis- 
sion .  No  precise  and  definite  instructions 
were  given  to  any  general  officer  who  went 
out.  That  had  been  admitted  by  all. 
Lord  Roberts  pointed  out  to  the  Commis- 
sion that  in  India,  when  hostilities  were 
threatened,  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
the  Quartermaster-General  both  sub- 
mitted to  the  authorities  definite  plana 
of  campaign,  and  measures  were  taken 
accordingly.  Such  was  the  experience  of 
Lord  Lanisdowne  during  his  Vice-royalty 
of  India.  And  that  was  a  plan  that 
must  have  recommended  itoelf  to  him 
during  the  time  he  was  expecting 
hostilities  to  break  out  between  ourselves 
and  these  two  Republics,  yet  so  far  as 
they  could  make  out,  no  precaution  had 
been  taken  by  him  or  any  "of  his  sub- 
ordinate officials. 

It  had  been  said  that  no  army  was 
better  found  in  the  field  than  that  in 
South  Africa.  The  evidence  relied  on 
for  that  stat^ent  was  that  of  Lord 
Roberts  and  Lord  Kitchener.  They 
were  not  then  WBtil  five  months  after 
the  war  broke  oat,  and  by  that  time  the 
defects  in  the  supply  and  so  forth  had 
been  remedied  by  the  officers  on  the 
spot.  The  evidence  that  should  have 
been  r^ed  on  was  that  of  the  Chi^ 
Supply  Officer,  General  Buller,  Lord 
Methaen,  and  others  on  the  spot,  which 
was  of  an  entirelyigdifii^^bb^Qw^r. 
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<7oIonel  Richardson,  tlie  officer  in  charge 
■of  supplies  in  South  Africa,  had  stated  that 
when  General  BuUer  landed  there  was 
-only  a  fortnight's  supply  for  the  troops, 
and  that  was  brought  oat  in  the  ships  wi^ 
which  General  Buller  came.  There  were 
£8,600,000  worth  of  supplies  in  the  store- 
houses in  Bngland,  and  Ladysmith  had 
ten  days  supply  foar  the  ultimate  ganison 
there,  yet  the  fall  of  Ladysmith  was  to 
be  the  turning  point  of  the  war.  That 
was  to  be  the  signal  of  the  rising  of  the 
whole  Dutch  nation  in  South  Africa 
■against  the  British.  What  happened  in 
■<nder  to  pour  supplies  Into  Laidysmlth  1 
All  the  transport  serrice  oi  South 
Africa  had  to  be  diso^aniBed  and 
everything  else  had  to  be  taken  oS  tiie 
single  line  of  railway  iJiat  supplied  it 
in  order  that  these  supplies  should  be 
got  in.  Such  things  might  soond  ridicu- 
lous to  people  now,  but  they  were  not 
ridiculous  to  those  who  had  to  defend 
Ladysmith,  or  to  the  Boera  who  hoped 
-thnHuh  the  want  of  our  preparation  to 
be  able  to  capture  Ladysmilii  and  raise 
the  whole  of  the  Dutch  population . 
Lord  Lansdowne  had  said  if  we  had 
been  at  war  with  a  naval  Power  we  should 
■not  have  sent  out  twoj  army  corps,  and 
should  have  had  a  few  weeks  to  accumu- 
late stores  on  the  sea-board,  but  we 
were  not  at  war  with  a  naval  Power, 
the  Boers  had  no  fleet,  and  tiie  result 
of  all  this  delay  was  the  Boeis  had  all 
the  advantage  of  the  initiative,  and 
during  the  weeks  in  which  supplies 
and  equipments  were  being  prepared 
bere.  South  {Africa  might  have  fallen. 
The  whole  of  the  delay  which  occurred 
proceeded  from  a  false  assumption. 
The  Government  pretended  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  preparations  of  the 
enemy.  They  played  a  sort  of  game 
with  themselves,  and  thought  that  other 
people  would  be  as  slack  as  they  were. 
But  the  Boers,  who  learned  their  lesson 
better,  rigidly  adhered  to  the  maxim 
that  dipbmacy  and  military  prepara- 
ticms  should  proceed  side  by  nde. 

There  was  only  one  more  point  he 
wished  to  allude  to.  The  right  faon. 
Gentleman  had  talked,  not  for  the  first 
time,  of  the  statement  that  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  war  in  Octobert  1899,  the 
War  Office  was  not  in  a  position 
to  put  into  the  field  any  part  of  the 
two  army   corps    laid  down  as  the 
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standard  of  our  requirements.  There 
was  only  one  o^nised  body  which  went 
out — via.,  General  Barton's  brigade  of 
46,000  men,  and  apart  from  that  there 
were  no  o^anised  forces  in  tbe  country. 
Our  fortresses,  after  we  had  provided  one 
army  corps,  were  practically  defenceless, 
while  as  to  the  Anxiliariea,  Lord  Woleeley 
had  stated  that  they  were  armed  witii 
obsolete  guns  with  a  range  of  ^ell  fire 
which  was  contemptible,  and  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  and  criminal  to  ask 
Uiese  Auxiliary  forces  to  stand  up  against 
any  modem  artillery.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion around  London,  that  was  the  state 
of  tiie  country  after  tiie  i^t  hm.  Gentle- 
man and  the  War  Office  bad  sent  out 
one  army  corps.  No  wonder  tlie  Report 
stated  that  the  defences  of  the  country 
were  at  the  time  dangerously  weak, 
and  if  in  those  facts  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  find  matter  for  con- 
gratulation, well  he  must  indeed  be  very 
short  of  comfort.  .If  this  state  of  thin^ 
was  to  be  remedied  it  could  not  be  done 
by  pretending  that  all  had  been  well  in 
the  past  and  probably  would  be  well  in 
the  future.  The  right  hon.  GenUeman 
had  not  always  taken  up  that  attitude. 
He  could  remember  the  time  when  he 
attadced  the  Secretary  of  State  for  dis- 
regarding the  advice  of  his  military 
advisers.  Yet  he  seemed  very  apt  now- 
a-days  to  shelter  himself  behind  the 
advice  of  his  military  advisers.  He 
told  them  that  if  he  or  his  succesBor 
failed  they  ought  to  be  dismissed.  But 
the  House  had  been  debarred  by  the 
action  of  the  head  at  the  Government 
from  dismissing  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  foar  India. 
It  might  have  been  an  act  of  kind- 
ness on  the  part  of  a  colleague  to  remove 
him  from  the  War  Office  but  it  was  an 
injustice  to  the  public,  for  unless  faults 
were  brought  home  to  the  individuals 
responsible  for  them  we  should  have 
neither  economy  nor  efficiency  in  the 
future. 

Sir  CARNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) thought  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  was 
hardly  correct  in  his  view  as  to  quick- 
firing  guns.  Hie  ^nch  had  a  battery 
of  quick-firers  in  China  which  for  some 
reason  were  withdrawn  )^he  Germans 
and  the  Italians '^d'^^^faW^^^guns, 
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wilJi  wliioh  they  had  been  supplied  at  a 
«08t  of  £2,000,000  in  one  oaae,  and 
£1,000^000  in  the  other,  bat  the  guns 
vece  not  satisfactory.  In  our  case,  we 
had  two  kinds  of  guns,  one  invented  by 
Sir  G.  Clarke,  and  he  thought  t^e 
OoTemment  were  better  off  now  with 
those  guns,  although  not  absolntely  ap- 
to-date,  than  if  they  had  re-armed  the 
ActiUeiy  Ane  y«azs  ago  with  guns  which 
weie  BOW  obsolete.  He  ccmsidered  tiie 
attach  made  by  iYsiz  Amendment  on  the 
present  Front  fiendi  was  rather  unfair. 
The  condition  of  tiie  War  Office  was  due 
to  the  neglect  of  the  Army  by  the  Press, 
the  nation,  and  the  Goremment  for  the 
last  200  years.  The  country  had  been 
wilUngtofind  the  money,  but  it  had 
never  gone  into  details,  it  hsd  always 
allowed  the  War  Office  to  muddle  on  as 
it  oould,  and  the  standing  Army  had 
alwaysbeen  unpopular.  That sortof  tiling 
itad  gone  -on  from  the  time  of  William 
tbe  Dutchman  to  the  time  of  King 
0«orge,  and  from  the  time  of  George  III. 
to  the  South  African  War.  It  was  the 
fault  flf  the  system  rather  than  of  the 
OoTemmeDt  that  during  tiie  last  half- 
century  er  century  the  War  Office  had 
got  into  the  condition  described  by 
The  Titnea  that  morning  as  absolutely 
rotten  and  effete.  It  was  well  known 
taat  when  Army  Estimates  came  up 
for  discusmon  Members  immediately  left 
the  L^pulatiTe  Chamber  for  more  con- 
senial  employment.  It  might  be,  as 
Lord  Randolph  Churchill  once  said,  that 
the  Service  Hembers  were  more  vocal  than 
articulate  en  military  matters ;  but  even 
though  they  were  endowed  with  all  the 
•dialectical  ability  of  the  two  Front 
Benches  combined,  it  would  foe  extremely 
cliffionlt  for  them  to  induce  Iton.  Mem- 
bers to  listen  to  diem  on  questbns 
flSeetingthe  8ervi(»8.  The  present  CSiief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  was  responsible  more  than  any 
«ther  man  for  the  condition  of  things 
which  fell  eut  during  the  South  African 
War.  He  heard  fr«n  the  right  hon. 
^Gentleman  three  years  ago  speeches 
which  he  conudered  were  the  cleverest 
lie  had  ever  heard  under  the  oiioum- 
«tances ;  and  the  Chief  Secretary  carried 
with  him  all  Members  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  and  the  greater  part  of  those 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  But 
he  and  others  felt  that  in  certain  details 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  absolutely 
incorrect;  he  had  not  had  time  to  study 
tlie  question.  But  that  was  not  tiie 
fault  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
When  a  man,  after  being  in  civilian  life 
for  some  years,  was  pitchforked  into  a 
maelstrom  of  dijffioulties  such  as  the  War 
Office,  he  oould  not  be  expected  to  know 
every  detail  in  six  rntmt^.  It  was 
surprising  that  ^is  attack  should  have 
come  from  a  supporter  erf  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  who,  a  few  years  ago, 
tried  to  run  the  British  Army  on  uie 
cheap  by  keeping  it  short  of  powder. 
The  real  point  of  importance  was  that 
this  system  which  during  the  last  200 
years  had  cost  the  country  millions  of 
money  and  thousands  of  lives,  was,  he 
hoped,  under  tihe  auspices  ai  the  present 
Secretory  <A  Stote  for  War,  about  to  be 
for  ever  abolished. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) 
sud  that  during  the  last  ten  years  in 
Parluument  he  Had  taken  a  continuous 
interest  in  Army  sfiaics,  and,  although  a 
strong  Party  man,  had  invariably  placed 
the  welfare  of  the  Services  before  Party 
allegiance.  Before  the  outbreak  of  war 
he  gave  constant  support  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  doing  the  best  they  could  for 
the  Army,  and  he  demied  to  treat  the 
subject  now  under  discassifni  in  a  some* 
what  different  -my  from  that  adc^ted  by 
previous  speakers.  ^  fully  agreed  with 
the  yiewB  put  forward  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Chelmsford  Division.  Over 
and  over  again  when  attempting  to  im- 
prove Army  conditions  they  had  had  to 
speak  to  a  practically  empty  House, 
empty  Press  Gallery,  and  unsympathetic 
public,  and  his  sympatiiies  had  been 
altogether  with  the  gentleman  who  bad 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  in  charge  of  the 
War  Office.  The  present  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  than  whom  no  abler  man 
sat  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  did  wonders 
to  extricate  the  Government  from  the 
difficult  position  in  which  it  found  itself 
during  the  late  war,  and  his  successor  the 
present  Secretary  of  Stote  for  India  had 
to  perform  a  most  difficult  task  in  the 
face  of  fierce  opposition  from  the  militory 
elementattheWarOffice.  Thedifficultyin 
dealing  with  the  present  question  was  that 
last  night  the  Chief  Secretory  spoke  with 
one  voice,  whereas  the  Prime  Minister 
had  recently  spokeuui^t^.^iig^^g lit 
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might  be  admitted  that  had  great  pre- 
paration been  made  it  would  have  acted 
as  a  provocative  upon  the  South  African 
Republics.  That  the  Government  were 
sufficiently  warned  by  the  military 
authorities  was  agreed.  The  Chi^ 
Secretary  declared  t^at  when  the  Govern- 
ment came  into  (Ace  their  entire  atten- 
tion was  devoted  to  the  Navy,  and  very 
properly  so.  Bat  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  and  his  assistants  must  have 
known  that  they  had  duties  to  dis- 
charge, and  they  ought  to  have  prepared 
what  little  army  the  country  would 
allow  them  to  have,  for  the  object  for 
which  it  was  intended.  Quite  apart  from 
the  South  African  war  we  were  sup- 
posed to  have  two  army  corps  in  a 
complete  state  of  efficiency.  We  were  to 
have  at  our  disposal  in  this  country 
120,000  men,  of  whom  70,000  were  to  be 
ready  to  go  at  a  moment's  notice  to  any 
position  for  thepuroose  of  carrying  on  war- 
like operations.  Not  only  were  they  not 
in  that  condition,  but,  althoufj^  waned 
every  time  the  Army  Estimates  came  up 
for  discussion,  the  Government  (miitted  to 
take  the  proper  precautions  for  keeping 
that  force  in  readiness. 

There  were  in  the]  House  fifty 
or  sixty  members  who,  like  him- 
self, had  had  the  honour  of  wearing 
Her  Majesty's  uniform,  and  they  had 
done  their  utmost  to  force  successive 
Ministers  to  put  the  Army  on  a  sound 
foundation.  On  8th  April,  1897,  he 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  whether  he 
was  aware  that  the  Army  Medical 
Department  for  the  two  army  corps  was 
forty  shortof  its  number,and  thereply  was 
that  it  was  forty  short,  but  that  measures 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  were  under 
consideration.  In  June,  1898,  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  declared  there  were  an- 
cient for  two  army  corps  when  at  full 
strength,  but  it  was  then  under  strength. 
In  1898  on  the  Army  Estimates  he 
p(Hnted  out  that  not  two  but  three  army 
COTps  would  be  required  in  the  event  of 
war  in  South  Africa,  that  the  two  army 
corps  were  not  fully  equipped,  that  we 
could  not  move  troops  from  India  or 
Egypt,  and  that  the  troops  left  in  the 
Empire  would  be  insufficient  for  its 
defence.  In  March,  1899,  he  pointed  to 
the  failure  of  tiie  system  and  the  fact 
that  out  of  eleven  new  batteries  only 
eight  had  been  completed.   The  Service 
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Memleis  as  a  body  complained  of 
the  position  in  which  Auxiliaiy 
forces  were,  but  without  avail.  It  had 
been  urged  that  in  the  late  war  we  were 
called  upon  to  deal  with  circnmstances. 
altogether  difierent  from  those  of  any- 
other  campaign.  That  could  not  be  said 
with  r^arid  to  the  war  which  foeceded 
the  straggle  in  South  Africa — via.,  t^fr 
Egyptian  War.  Nevertheless,  in  Uifr 
debate  cm  l^e  Address  in  1900,  h» 
pointed  out  that  in  the  Egyptian  War 
the  hospitals  were  so  defective  that 
at  the  base  of  operaticms  there  were 
only  two  nurses,  and  that  men  were^ 
dying  like  flies  owing  to  the  oheeae^ 
paring  policy  of  the  Government. 

Many  references  had  been  made  to  the 
fact  that  our  guns  were]not  up  to  standard 
yet  during  the  period  1886-92,  while  a 
Conservative  Government  was  in  power, 
the  artillery  batteries  were  reduced  from 
six  guns  to  four,  and  the  spare  horsea- 
taken  frtnn  them.   It  was  pointed  out- 
at  the  time  that  properly  trained  horses- 
could  not  be  produced  at  a  momentV 
notice,  and  protests  were  entered  against- 
the  Btarvaticm  that  was  taking  place. 
The  same  thing  was  true  of  all  the 
departments.     Everybody  knew  the 
result  ci  the   Veterinary  Department- 
being  undermanned .    Through  tixe  horses 
not  being  prt^terly  conditioned^  and  there 
being  no  (me  competent  to  take  charge 
of  them,  at  least  £3,000,000  out  of  thfr 
£8.000,000  spent  was  wasted.    In  June, 
1903,  ^e  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply  to  a 
Question,  stated  that  there  were  no  feww 
than  thirty-five  vacancies,  that  theestab- 
lishmukt  was  20  per  cmt.  below  peaofr 
strength,  and  tiiat  there  were  five  candi- 
dates for  thirty-uz  vacancies.   So  that- 
not  only  were  ^e  Departments  defective 
before  the  war,  but  even  after  the  war 
no  steps  were  taken  to  bring  the  foroes- 
up  to  their  proper  strength.  It  was  well- 
known  that  when  war  broke  out  the 
fortresses  of  the  country  had  to  be 
depleted  of  tiieir  gnna  and  the  Navy 
drawn  aipon,andhe^tinotlyremembered 
the  then  Financial  Secreta^  to  the  War 
Office,  while  refusing  to   supply  the 
quick-firing  guns  which  it  was  pointed 
out  were  absolutely  essential,  boasting 
that  he  had  given  a  sum  of  £150,000  for 
converting  practically  worthIe88T*guns 
into  quii^rers.   In  the  face  of]  these 
facts  it  was  in^essi]|?lei4d(|^tify  the 
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.Prime  Minister's  recent  Btatement  that 
immediately  an  coming  into  office  the 
Oovemment  set  to  work  to  bring  up  the 
Armj  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
■"  professotB  of  eccmomy 

As  to  ammunition,  Sir  H.  Braokenbniy 
bad  stated  that  there  was  a  defioienoy 
•oi  326  machine  guns,  and  a  reserve  of 
only  one  horse  artillery  battery  and  one 
ji-in.  howitsOT,  while  Lord  Lansdowne 
stated— 

"  It  would  be  a  DstkMulmiifortime  were  it  to 
beeooM  known  that  »tter  oar  Vint  Army 
Corps  had  left  fcheeo  shores  we  ooald  produce 
only  tdurty-eiz  battalions  with  nothintr  behind 
them  bnb  nnmbers  of  partially  trained  Militia 
battalions  and  msn  who  had  been  discarded 
from  the  r^lar  battalions  beoaose  they  were 
too  yonng  to  go  on  foreign  service." 

Therefore  only  one  army  corps  was 

available,  and  even  that  was  not  pro- 

peily  equipped,  for  on  11th  October 

Lord  Volseley  said — 

*'  We  soon  came  to  the  end  of  onr  available 
niilitary  stores.  I  foond  that  a  demand  for 
SSO  sets     saddlery  could  not  Iw  oompleted." 

Further  there  was  neither  doling  nor 
saddlery  for  the  mounted  infantry  of  the 
Fifth  Division  if  they  had  been  ordered 
to  embark  in  the  month  of  November, 
and  the  Commander-in-Chief  declared 
tiiat  when  one  army  corps  had  been 
despatched  he  had  not  the  necessary 
material  to  d^atch  a  second  army  corps. 
The  Prime  Minister  did  not  wish  to  throw 
blame  npon  the  military  authocities,  for 
he  said— 

'*  What  I  want  you  to  nndentand  is  that 
all  the  BO-ealled  failures  of  the  war  arose  out 
of  that  luiscalenlation,  and  not  out  of  previous 
War  Office  maladminUbation.** 

But  that  did  not  exonerate  the  Prime 
Minister  for  not  having  ready  tJie  two 
army  corps.  Then  the  Prime  Minister 
went  on  to  say — 

'*  Observe  that  in  so  saying  I  am  offering  a 
detenoe,  not  for  the  Govemment,  but  for  the 
ndUtary  advisers  of  the  Gorernment." 

The  ri^thon.  Gentleman  attempted  to 
escape  Cabinet  responsibility,  and  that 
was  what  he  wanted  to  enforce  upon  the 
House.  He  was  not  going  to  take  any 
advantage  of  that  in  order  to  abuse  the 
Ministry,  but  when  the  Government 
attempted  to  ride  off  upon  the  backs  of 
fiieir  militaiy  adviaera,  and  claimed  that 
they  did  sU  the  military  advisers  asked 
them  to  do,  they  stood  condemned  by 
the  Report  oi  the  Commission.  He  had 


shown  how,  years  before  the  war  broke 
out,  he  had  pressed  the  Government  to 
attend  to  tikis  service.  Snrgem-General 
Jameson,  referring  to  the  dement  medi- 
cal service,  said — 

"  He  had  often  made  representations  at  the 
Army  Board,  bat  that  the  answer  given  was 
t^t  *  the  trsined  soldier  is  the  only  man  yon 
cannot  poroluwe  in  the  open  market,  and 
that  all  the  mcmey  was  wanted  for  tnuned 
soldiers.'" 

Well,  they  did  get  medical  officers  in  the 
open  market,  but  they  all  knew  that 
ordinary  medical  practitioners  had  no 
chance  whatever,  without  previous 
military  experience,  when  called  upon  to 
deal  with  great  administrative  questions, 
or  to  establish  a  hospital  at  the  base. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  of 
the  day  said  he  had  reserve  medical 
officers  to  draw  from,  but  he 
knew  t^ey  were  men  who,  for  active 
service,  were  past  their  work.  The  re- 
sult was  that  he  had  to  draw  upon  inex- 
perienced men  in  South  Africa,  with 
the  shocking  results  which  were  dis- 
closed by  the  hon.  Member  for  West- 
minster. The  people  of  this  country  had 
not  realised  the  number  of  men  who 
went  ont  to  fight  our  battles  in  South 
Africa  who  would  have  beoi  safe  and 
sound  to-day  if  only  proper  precautions 
had  been  taken  to  keep  a  sufficient  staS 
of  Army  medical  men  for  the  two  army 
corps.  Su^^n-Gmeral  Jameson  went 
on  to  say — 

"  When  the  South  African  war  broke  out 
what  happened  was  as  follows :  The  whole, 
practically,  of  the  Army  Medical  Corps  pertonntl^ 
officers  and  men,  was  exhansted  in  supplying 
the  first  Army  Corps,  and  in  manniog  the  base 
hospitals  and  stationary  hospitals. "| 

All  that  was  pointed  out  two  or  three 
years  before  the  war  broke  out,  and  in  the 
face  of  that  the  Prime  Minister  said — 

"  I  do  not  believe  it  will  ever  be  maintained 
that  the  Army  we  have  sent  into  the  field  was 
inadeqnate^  eqnkiped  with  ai^  modem  require- 
ments or  ai^  eanipmeat  which  the  progress  <rf 
invention,  has  mown,  to  beneoessary  to  a  modem 
Army." 

That  would  be  poor  consolation  for  him* 
self  and  many  others,  for  he  did  not  sup- 
pose there  was  a  member  of  the  Service 
Committee  wholuMl  not  sustained  some  loss 
during  the  war,  vaA  could  count  upon 
his  fingem  the  number  of  relatives,  con- 
nections, and  friends  lost  in  the  war, 
many  of  whom  mi^ht  ^^^^^^^f^^ 
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if  what  the  Prime  Minister  boasted  was 
tme  had  been  true.  Here  was  what  Sir 
Frederick  Treves  said  upon  this  point — 

"Th«  unbalaDce  wsggons  jolted  and  were 
old-faahioned.  The  Boer*  had  good  ambulances, 
but  an  Eng^h  ambnlanoe  ia  hardly  fit  to  teuu- 
port  the  sick." 

That  was  not  much  ocHuolatiiKi  for  those 
who  had  relatlTea  woimded  in  the  South 
African  war. 

With  regard  to  stores,  lo  far  from 
being  prepared,  tiliey  were  not  only 
deficient,  but  the  Qoremment  abso- 
lutely refused  to  incur  the  necessary 
expenditure  in  order  to  bring  their  mili- 
tary stores  up  to  what  they  declared  to 
be  the  necessities  of  the  situation  for  the 
general  defence  of  the  country  wi^  two 
army  ctnps.  The  Commiaaitmezs  re- 
ported that — 

"  The  Arm^  Board  soon  bronght  to  light  a 
serioDS  defioieoiqr  in  the  stores  and  material 
required  on  the  mobiliBation  of  an  army  corps. 
The  minatoa  (rf  the  Army  Board  daring  the 
period  np  to  22Dd  September,  1890,  make  it 
dear  that  in  the  opinion  d  that  Boud  the 
main  difficulty  wai  the  refusal  of  sanction  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  inTolred, 
amounting  to  about  £MO,Q0O" 

Lord  Lansdowne'  said  he  broiu;ht  the 
whole  circumstances  before  his  colleagues. 
The  decision  not  to  sanction  the  expendi- 
ture, therefore,  was  taken  by  the  Cabinet, 
though  Lord  Lansdowne  of  course  does 
not  dissociate  himself  from  it.  They 
could  not  therefor©  ^t  rid  ot  Cabinet 
respon8ibilit7  in  this  Way.  In  the 
minute  in  which  Lcvd  Lansdowne  brought 
this  matter  before  the  Cabinet  be  said — 

"  As  matters  now  stand,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  place  a  mobilised  army  corps  and  a 
cavalry  diTtaion  in  the  north  of  Natal  under 
about  four  months.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  all 
our  pieparationB  were  complete,  this  period 
might  be  reduced  by  about  one  month." 

Therefore  that  period  might  have  been 
reduced  by  about  one  month  if  proper 
preparations  had  been  carried  out  in 
tliis  country.  Hiow  absurd,  under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  to  endeavour  to 
throw  the  blame  on  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  because  every  particle  of  evidence 
went  to  show  that  the  whole  key  of  this 
position  was  in  the  statement  made  by 
the  Leader  oi  the  Opposition  that  the 
€h>vemment  were  playing  a  policy  of 
blnS,  and  failed  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations.  They  were  doing  thu 
behind  the  backs  and  without  the 

Captain  Norton, 


knowledge  id  the  military  authorities* 
and  when  this  policy  of  bluff  failed 
they  came  down  upon  their  military 
advisers  and  blamed  them.  Lud 
Wolselev  suggested  that  an  army  corps 
dkOttld  be  mobilised  on  Salisbury  Plam 
in  order  to  see  what  defects  there  were,, 
and  in  order  that  they  might  be  ready 
to  move  abroad  at  any  moment.  That 
advice  was  neglected,  and  Lord  Wolaeley 
went  on  to  say — 

"Aba  wddier,  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  madness 
to  go  on  as  we  were  from  week  to  week,  not 
making  preparations  for  an  ereDtuality  which 
to  me  seamed  a  oertainty." 

He  went  on  to  say  that  if  those  prepara- 
tions had  been  ready  they  might  have 
placed  an  army  in  the  Transvaal  long 
before  they  did.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  transport  could  not  have  been  got 
ready.  The  attempt  was  made  and  why 
was  it  not  got  rea!dy  ?  Simply  because 
the  Cabinet  would  not  sanction  the  ex- 
penditure. The  Prime  Minister  spoke 
of  starving  the  Army,  but  who  starved 
it?  Why,  the  present  Cabinet.  The 
Report  states  that — 

"  On  the  fKh  of  September  the  Qoarter- 
master<Qeneral  asked  to  ^wd  money  on 
mules,  but  cm  tba  16th  of  September  the  Secre- 
tory of  State  dedined  to  enter  upon  aijy  ex- 
penditure in  oonneetion  witii  Ukbo  serrioes  at 
present." 

And  the  Report  went  on  to  say — 

"  I  think  we  wanted  6,000  and  we  were 
allowed  to  parchase  1,300  odd,  and  on  the 
2nd  October  permission  was  giren  to  buy  the 
remainder  of  the  mules  we  required." 

And  when  it  was  too  late  the  remainder 
of  the  mules  were  purchased.  On  the 
6th  of  September,  Lord  Wolseley  said — 

"  I  preesed  that  man  field  artiUerjr  should  be 
placed  on  the  higher  ertabUshmMits.^ 

Would  that  have  interfered  with 
political  negotiations,  for  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  Uo  threat  to  the  Boeis. 

Lord  Wolseley  proceeded — 

"  The  answer  I  recwred  was  that  the 
question  ihonld  be  deferred  to  the  Ertimates  of 

1900." 

On  the  3rd  of  November,  1896,  Lord 
Wolseley  addrrased  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  the  subject  of  increasing  the 
Natal  garrison  and  he  said — 

"  I  think  I  may  say  that  I  was  always 
bammerins  at  this  one  chord,  and  pointing  out 
whenever  I  was  asked,  and  even  at  timee  when 
I  was  not  asked,  that  increases  .wore  necessary 
in  order  to  l»ing  ap  the  Army. to , what  I  had 
Dig'ized  byTjOOy  EC 
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Uid  down  w  the  mimnraiD  which  I  ttonght  we 
alw^a  ought  to  have  ready  for  home  daence ; 
and  to  enable  as  to  send  a  small  army  of  two 
amy  corps  atvoad." 

Thnniglioat  the  war  he  had  suppoited 
the  GoTeroment  because  he  knew  that 
owing  to  the  want  of  preparation  and  the 
enormous  task  before  them  they  were 
stoaiaing  every  effort  to  oarry  oat  that 
tasik  as  well  as  they  could  under  the  dr- 
cumstances.  His  pmnt  was  that  the  pre- 
inrations  which  ought  to  have  been  made, 
irrespective  of  any  war  whatever,  were 
not  made.  The  Commander-in-Chief  him- 
self distinctly  stated  that  he  was  always 
hammering  away  and  trying  to  get  the 
Gk>vemment  to  brine  up  the  Army  to 
the  standard  he  had  laid  down.  He  did 
not  blame  the  Army  authorities,  but  he 
blamed  the  Cabinet  for  not  having  given 
those  in  cha^e  ctf  the  Aimy  proper  sup- 
port. After  the  war  had  begun  they 
pressed  for  a  system  of  o^anising 
drafts  at  Aldershot  in  order  to  keep 
the  Yeomanry  in  South  Africa  what 
he  called  alive,  but  their  advice 
was  not  taken  until  a  year  or  two  after, 
and  what  was  the  result  ?  hcxA  Uethuen 
said — 

"  When  the  second  contingent  of  Yeomanry 
oame  out,  thmr  riding  was  hi^leatly  bad  ; 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  a  hone  or  how  to 
ride,  and  there  were  only  a  few  Carmen  among 
them." 

They  had  been  pressing  the  Government 
over  and  over  again  to  make  the 
Yeomanry  force  effective.  The  Com- 
missioners wound  up  by  sayii^; — 

"  We  r«ret  to  My  that  we  are  not  satisBed 
that  enon^  is  being  done  to  place  matten  on 
a  better  foo^g  in  the  event  of  another 

emergency." 

His  contention  was  that  they  were  in  no 
better  position  at  the  present  moment 
to  send  two  complete  army  corps  abroad, 
and  have  one  fully  equipped  at  home, 
Uian  they  were  prior  to  the  war.  The 
CommisBioners  went  on  to  say  that — 

"The  Volmiteen  and  Yeomanry  proved 
themselves  of  valve  in  the  late  war  under  an 
organinticn  whleh  was  improvised  for  them  in 
the  foee  (rf  the  enemy." 

Ck>mplaint  had  been  made  by  some  bon. 
Uembers  on  the  Front  Bench  that  the 
Opposition  had  not  dealt  with  the  Re- 
port bat  the  r^ht  hon  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  Bean  dealt  with  the 
KepOTt  and  dealt  with  it  exhaustively. 
There  had  been  no  answer  given  to  any 


of  their  statements,  therefore,  whether 
the  Government  stood  upon  the  platform 
of  preparation  prior  to  the  war,  or  upon 
the  platform  of  the  Report  of  the  (km- 
mission  with  r^eience  to  the  oairying^ 
out  of  the  war,  they  stood  eondemned  in 
the  eyes  of  the  ooontoy.  If  tiie  pec^le- 
only  realised  that  owing  to  the  conduct 
of  the  present  Government  between 
20,000  and  30,000  British  homes  had 
been  rendered  desolate  it  would  go  very 
hard  with  the  Govemmeut  when  l^ey 
appealed  to  the  country. 

'CoLONBL  WBLBY  (Taunton)  said  that 

after  listening  to  the  greater  part  of  this- 
debate,  it  was  very  refreshing  to  find-  an 
hon.  Member  on  the  other  side  who  had 
had  practical  experience  of  the  Army 
rising  to  take  part  in  the  debate.  He 
honestly  confeamd  that,  taking  into  con-- 
sid^tion  the  speeches  of  the  movor  and. 
the  seconder  of  this  Ameodmnxt,  and 
those  which  had  been  delivered  in  support 
of  it,  it  was  very  difficult  to  believe  that 
the  intention  of  this  Amendment  was  one 
to  improve  the  military  forces  of  this 
country.    The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
opposite  ended  his  frpeeok  by  saying  that 
the  Government  stood  condemned.  He^ 
ventored  to  say  tlutt  this  was  not  a 
question  of  acquittal  or  condemnation 
either  in  the  eyes  of  the  man  in  the  street 
or  of  the  nation  at  large.    The  nation  was 
well  aware  from  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  from  the  experience  of  our 
soldiers  in  South  Africa,  that  there  had 
been  want  of  foresight,  want  of  prepara- 
tion, and  there  migl^  have  been  mis- 
management;  but  what  they  felt  was- 
that,  no  matter  which  Party  had  been 
in    office,    there    would    have  been 
the  same  state  of  inefficiency,  and  it 
might  have  been  even  greater  if  the 
other  side  had  been  in  office.  [Opposi- 
tion  cries   of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "]    He  was 
sorry  that  hon.  Members  opposite  should 
differ,  but  it  was  quite  natural  that 
they  shouhi.  All  he  was  trying  to  do 
was  to  represent  to  them  the  general 
feeling  of  the  country  upon  this  point. 
The  people  felt  that  under  our  present 
military   and   political   system  there 
could  not  have   been  a  war  of  this 
magnitude  of  which  it  could  not  have 
been  said  that  there  was  want  of  fore- 
sight, want  of   preparation,  and  mis- 
management.   Wnat  thCi'iUition  really- 
Digitized  by  v^ooy  IC 
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wanted  was  not  to  pay  attention  to  the 
details  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Heraber  opposite  had  so  ably  put  before 
the  House,  but  to  know  how  in  future  they 
were  going  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  those 
mistues  and  this  want  of  preparation 
and  foresight.  This  Amendment  was 
directed  against  His  Majesty's  Ministers. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  if  they  wished 
to  fix  the  blame,  they  would  have  to 
lay  it  more  upon  the  system.  Ever 
since  he  came  into  this  House  he  had 
been  a  constant  critic  of  the  War  Office. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  said  they  ought  to 
approach  this  subject  in  a  non-Party 
mhnner.  He  could  appeal  to  his  past 
action  upon  this  subject,  for  he  had 
spoken  against  the  Gkivemment  and 
voted  against  them,  and  he  had  divided 
the  House  against  the  Government  in 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  best  interests 
of  the  Army  and  the  country.  Therefore 
lie  stood  in  an  independent  position  in 
rising  to  speak  that  attemoon  to  condemn 
the  Amendment  which  had  been  moved. 

Under  their  present  military  system  it 
was  impossible  that  there  could  be 
proper  preparation  for  a  war  of  this 
magnitude.  The  late  war  had  carried  a 
lesson  into  every  hune  in  the  country, 
and  the  mismanagement  and  want  of 
foresight  in  the  conduct  of  that  war  was 
known  in  every  village ;  but  to  say  that 
those  who  were  to  blame  were  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  not  the 
system,  was  an  absolute  mistake.  The 
people  knew  perfectly  well  that  if  the 
Front  Bench  opposite  had  been  in  power, 
there  would  have  been  in  all  probability 
even  less  preparation,  and  there  would 
certainly  have  been  less  foresight.  [Op- 
posrno  cries  of  "  No,  no !  "]  There 
was  no  efficient  preparation,  simply 
because  the  nation  had  never  foreseen 
or  anticipated  a  war  of  this  magni- 
tude under  modem  conditions.  There- 
fore Uiere  had  not  been  tibat  public 
opinion  behind  the  Government  upon 
this  question  without  which  it  wab  im- 
possible to  carry  out  a  far-reaching  reform 
of  the  Army  system.  He  felt  it  his  duty 
when  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  produced  his  scheme  of  reorganisa- 
tion and  reform  to  oppose  it  tooth  and 
nail.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
.scheme  pot  forward  by  Lord  Esher*s 
•Committee  struck  at  ^  very  root  of 


the  inefficiency  of  the  War  Office  and 
the  mismanagement  of  the  Army,  and 
he  was  prepared  to  give  his  hearty 
BupiKwt  to  that  scheme.  Although  he 
haa  been  a  constant  critic  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  and  had  at- 
tempted from  the  lame  he  came  into 
the  Hoose  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
War  Office  what  he  knew  from  ex- 
perience were  defects  in  their  military 
system;  although  his  criticisms  were 
very  often  received  with  a  very  wet 
blanket  and  a  shower  of  very  cold 
water,  especially  frcon  the  present 
Secretary  of  Stote  for  India,  his  only 
regret  was  that  his  words  were 
wasted  when  they  might  have  saved  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  disaster 
during  the  late  war.  He  repeated  that 
the  responsibility  for  all  these  defects 
did  not  rest  upon  His  Majesty's 
Ministers,  but  upon  our  ^stom  of 
Army  organisation.  Under  the  condi- 
tions prevailing  when  the  war  in  South 
Africa  broke  out,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  make  further  prepara- 
tions in  Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  for  they 
had  not  the  troops  to  send  there 
unless  they  sent  out  the  Guards  Brigade, 
called  out  the  Reserves,  or  brought 
troops  from  India,  li  any  of  those 
three  courses  had  been  adopted*  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that  there  was  not  an  hon. 
Member  opposite  who  would  not  have 
said  that  Uie  Government  were  forcing 
on  a  war.  Under  the  present  ^stom 
they  could  not  send  out  troops  in  that 
special  way  without  drawing  attention 
to  it  in  tlw  House  of  Conmum^  and  in 
every  newspaper,  and  in  that  way  every 
word  would  be  carried  to  foreign  countries, 
and  to  that  particular  country  which 
was  in  dispute  with  ourselves.  Under 
those  conditions  it  was  absolutely  un- 
just and  wrong  to  condemn  His  Majesty's 
Ministers,  who  did  their  best  under  the 
circumstances.  Critic  as  he  had  ever 
been  of  the  War  Office,  he  would  say 
that  when  tiie  strain  of  the  war  came 
upon  them  no  Department  could  have 
worked  harder  and  better,  for  they 
toiled  night  and  day,  and  did  every- 
thing which  was  possible  for  them  to  do. 
They  were  not  able  to  put  into  the  field 
well  organised  and  prepared  troops  be- 
cause their  system  prevented  it.  With 
regard  to  the  Amentfanent.  ha  looked 
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uptftit  as  one  which  was  simply  political 
and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  militaxy  d^eots  tA  this  country. 
The  need  for  military  reform  was  present 
to  minds  of  those  who  were 
not  Bimply  and  purely  Party  men,  and 
when  thiis  new  scheme  which  was  before 
them  was  brought  forward  they  would 
have  to  debute  it,  and  they  must  look 
at  it  in  the  light  of  all  the  defects  and 
d^aencies  which  had  been  shown  iu 
the  Gommiasion's  Report.  In  the  light 
of  what  he  had  said  it  would  give  Mm 
very  great  pleasure  to  vote  against  this 
Amendment. 

•Mb.  J.  S.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire) 
said  thatif  the  question  were  asked,  "Who 
won  Ihe  war  ?  the  answer  (A  the  coun- 
try would  be,  the  Army  and  the  Country. 
He  was  particularly  sorry  to  hear  tlie 
suggestion  made  that  the  responsibility 
for  what  they  all  deplored  lay  at  the 
door  of  the  Opposition  and  the  Army. 
He  thought  the  Opposition  were 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  He 
would  recommend  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  say  nothing  against  the 
kxmy  in  the  country.  He  was  reminded 
in  this  connection  of  a  story  of  what 
happened  before  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington,  observing  a 
British  soldier  walking  about  the  streets 
of  Bnxssels,  said  to  a  friend,  "lliat  is 
the  gentleman  who  has  got  to  do  it,  and 
if  they  only  give  me  enoi^h  of  him  I 
think  we  shaU  do  it."  That  had  been 
the  secret  of  our  success,  not  only  in  the 
late  war  but  in  all  the  wars  in  which 
we  had  been  engaged.  These  men  were 
a  credit  to  the  country.  It  had  been 
frequently  stated  during  the  past  few 
years  that  the  cause  of  the  misfortaneB 
during  tiie  early  stages  of  the  war  in 
Sontii  Africa  was  the  failure  of  the 
Intelligence  Department.  It  was  evident 
now  tihat  it  was  not  the  Intelligence 
Department  that  failed  to  supply  in- 
formation to  the  Government,  but  the 
Government  that,  for  some  inexplioable 
reason,  refused  to  E^vail  themselves  of 
that  information.  The  right  hon. 
Gentlonui  the  Honber  for  West 
Birmingham  said  they  were  obliged  to 
differentiate  between  fact  and  opinion, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  nearly 
everything  they  got  from  the  Intelligence 
Department  was  opinion.    How  were 
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they  going  to  differentiate  faot  from 
opinion  in  the  case  of  the  Intelligence 
Department  %  It  seemed  to  him  that 
what  had  occurred  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  Army ;  he  was  prepared  to  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that  it  was  not  even  ^e  fault 
of  the  War  Office.  The  breakdown  was 
due  to  the  want  of  a  policy  on  the  part  - 
of  the  Government.  That  had  been 
made  clear  by  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  responsibility  for 
the  mistakes  which  had  been  made  must 
rest  on  the  Cabinet  collectively,  and 
especially  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham.  Hon. 
Members  might  feel  certain  that  if 
we  had  the  most  perfect  Army 
and  the  most  perfect  War  Office  in 
the  world  there  would  be  a  breakdown, 
unless  we  had  at  the  same  time  a  Govern- 
ment with  a  definite  policy. 

SiRGE0RGEBARTLEY(l8lington,N.> 
said  it  so  happened  that  he  was  in  Johan- 
nesburg in  the  critical  months  of  August 
and  September  before  the  war,  and  it 
would  be  wrong  of  him  if  he  did  not  say 
distinctly  that  our  preparations  were  not 
sufficient.  He  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
miQgham  that  it  was  extremely  difficult 
to  prepare  for  war,  and  at  the  same  time 
convey  to  the  Boers  the  idea  that  we 
desired  to  prevent  war.  He  regretted, 
howevOT,  tlut  we  did  not  take  greater 
st^  to  safeguard  the  country  at  that 
time.  But  everything  showed  that  the 
Government  were  most  anxious  not  to  do 
anything  which  could  suggest  a  threat. 
He  thought  they  went  too  far  in  that  way. 
The  mover  of  the  Amendment  had  re- 
ferred to  the  certainty  that  the  Orange 
Free  State  would  join  the  Transvaal  in 
the  event  of  wu.  When  in  Johannesbui^ 
he  took  an  intOTcet  in  that  subject,  and 
he  could  emphatically  say  that,  as  to  the 
action  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  the  most 
competent  authorities  were  in  doubt  up  to 
the  last  moment.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  there  were  two  special 
reasons  which  determined  the  action 
of  the  Transvaal.  The  telegram 
of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  had  given 
the  Boers  immense  encouragement,  and 
they  believed  that  they  would  have 
the  support  of  at  least  one  European 
State  ;  and  another  influence  unquestion- 
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Opposition,  which  were  reprinted  and 
circulated  broadcast  in  South  Africa. 
Those  speeches  were  one  of  the  greatest 
incentives  to  Tar.   He  remembered  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  India,  and  he 
could  say  that  they  did  arrive  in  time, 
their  arrivalcaasing  intense  relief  at  a  criti- 
cal moment.   He  was  greatly  impressed 
by  the  appearance  of  the  troops,  and  he 
suggested  to  the  Governor  of  the  Colony 
that  they  should  be  paraded  in  mass  for 
the  purpose  of  impressing  the  Boen,  but 
the  emergency  was  so  great  that  this 
could  not  be  done,  and  the  men  were 
entrained  and  sent  up  to  Fietermaritz- 
burg  immediately  on  landing.  Looking 
back  over  those  events,  he  thought  it 
was  a  pity  that  they  should  be  made 
matters  of  rerrimination.    They  must 
look  to  the  future  and  see  that  something 
was  done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the 
mistakes  which  had  admittedly  been 
made.   He  joined  the  public  service 
after   the  close  of  the  Crimean  "War. 
There  was  talk  then  of  reforming  the 
War  Office.    The  reform  had  been  going 
on  ever  since,  but  it  would  appear  from 
the  disclosures  that  had  been  made  that 
the  work  was  not  yet  complete.  He 
believed  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  the  Transvaal  to  develop  as 
it  should  do  under  the  government  of 
President  Kruger.   He   believed  that 
greater  happiness  and   prosperity  for 
that  country  would   ensue  as  a  con- 
sequence of  the  war. 

Mr.  FREDERICK  WILSON  (Norfolk. 
Mid)  said  that  the  failure  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  provide  adequate  guns,  rifles,  and 
ammunition  was  an  indication  of  the 
general  inefficiency  of  its  arrangements. 
They  were  told  yesterday  that  in  the 
midst  of  the  war  the  Government  had  to 
buy  108  quick-firing  guns  in  Germany. 
The  Boer  Bepublics  had  those  modem 
guns;  England  with  its  great  resources 
had  none.  The  Boers  had  provided 
themselves  with  pom-poms  from  England. 
We  had  none,  and  English-made  guns 
were  turned  upon  our  soldiers.  Id 
February,  19(X),  he  himself  called  the 
attention  of  the  then  Under-Secretary 
for  War  to  the  incorrect  sighting  of  the 
rifles  with  which  our  troops  were  armed. 
The  defect  was  made  light  of,  treated  a  s 
rather  theoretical  than  practical,  but 
General  Brackenbuiy  in  his  evidence 
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said  that  the  discovery  was  "  an  awful 
blow."  The  Oovemmait  reserve  of 
rifle  cartridges  at  the  time  of  the  war 
consisted  in  t^e  main  of  hollow-nosed 
ballets,  and  it  became  a  serious  question 
whether  they  did  not  come  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Hague  Convention. 
Partly  on  this  ground,  and  partly  because 
when  the  rifle  was  foul  they  were  apt  to 
break  up  prematurely,  66,000,(XK)  of 
them  were  discarded.  For  these  reasons, 
if  for  no  others,  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment preparations  must  be  condemned. 

Mb.  ROBSON  (South  Shields) 
May  I,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
make  a  statement,  which  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  personal  explanation,  with  regard 
to  a  criticism  passed  last  night  by  the 
ex-Colonial  Secretary  upon  what  I  had 
said  as  to  the  evidence  of  Sir  William 
Butler  ?  I  had  stated  that  in  his  evidence 
Sir  William  Butler  had  mentioned  80,000 
to  100,000  men  as  being  the  force  which 
might  be  required  if  the  Transvaal  were 
to  be  annexed.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  in  reference  to  that — 

"  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  produced  a 
statemeat  which  amazed  me,  that  Sir  William 
Butler  had  said  that  80,000  to  100.000  men 
would  be  required.  When  did  Sir  WUliam 
Butler  8aT  that  7  He  did  not  say  anything  of 
the  kind.'"' 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  onto 
hint  that  I  had  not  fairly  treated  the 
House  in  relation  to  that  statement. 
Now,  Sir,  without  comment,  I  will  read 
what  General  Butler  did  say  in  his  evi- 
dence. In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  the 
report  that  he  had  given  100,000  men  as 
being  the  necessary  number  that  would 
be  required,  he  says — 

"  There  is  no  document  in  evidence  of  that, 
but  I  stated  100,000  men  over  and  over  again.  To 
be  more  particulnr,  I  stated  80,000  irreBpective 
of  the  lines  of  communication,  and  the  t^ing  was 
growing.  I  was  asked  by  a  very  high  authorily 
early  in  May  " 

that  is  the  authority  the  right  hon. 

Gentlemen  himself  cited — 

"  if  it  was  necessary  to  bring  pressure  on 
the  Boers  with  reference  to  some  political 
quewtione.  such  as  the  franchise,  could  the 
existing  forca  in  Sojth  Africa  be  of  anv 
use  ii  moved  towards  the  frontier  T  I 
laughed  openly  at  the  idea.  *No,'I  said, 
'  the  existing  fcM%e  in  South  Africa  could  onlv 
bold  a  few  positions,  which  I  have  in  my  minn, 
until  reinforcements  arrive,  and  to  bring  pres- 
sure on  the  Dutch  Republic  at  least  40,000 
men  will  be  required.*  " 
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[Laughter  and  cheers.]  Hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  better 
wait — 

"  Hat  was  early  in  May — a  sudden,  offhand 
question,  nothing  more.  Aa  things  went  on,  1 
pnt  that  number  very  much  higher,  and  I 
said  to  my  staff. '  80,000  men  exclusive  of  the 
lines  of  oommunioatioa,'  and  that  was  nothing 
wonderful  aa  the  Dutch  were  writing  to  that 
effect  at  the  time." 

The  Hoose  had  an  impression  that  I 
had  in  some  way  attempted  to  mislead 
it.  The  suggestion  ought  never  to  have 
been  made  and  ought  now  to  be 
withdrawn. 

•The  SECRETABY  op  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Arnold  -  FoRSTBS,  Belfast, 
W.) :  I  am  not  competent,  and  I  have 
no  desire,  to  defend  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  in  his  presence,  but  when 
he  happens  to  be  absent  I  think  it  is 
my  privilege  to  continue  the  quotation 
which  the  hon.  Member  opposite  has 
produced,  apparently  with  the  intention 
of  confuting  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham.  I 
can  find  no  more  pertinent  confirmation 
of  the  charge,  if  it  be  a  charge,  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  produced  last  night 
than  ^e  sequel  to  the  passage  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
quoted.  What  was  the  ^t,  the  whole 
point,  of  my  right  hon.  fnend*B  remark  ? 
He  said  that  Sir  William  Butler,  an 
officer  for  whom  I  may  say  I  have  the 
most  profound  and  sincere  respect,  being 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops  in 
South  Africa,  advised  the  Executive 
Government  that  in  his  opinion  a  force 
«f  40,000  men  was  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  pressure  on  the  Dutch 
Republics.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man interrupted  and  said  that  on  some 
other  occasion  he  made  some  other 
remark.    My  right  hon.  friend  said — 

"I  will  not  do  Sir  William  Butler  the 
injustice  uf  snppoaing  that,  if  he  knew  that  a 
larger  force  than  that  was  necessary,  he  failed 
to  perform  tb«  primary  duty  of  a  general  in 
command  and  inform  his  (Government." 

Now  what  is  the  sequel  ?  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  stopped  at  the  end 
of  question  13,606.  The  next  question 
is  this — 

"  Did  yon  pnt  Uiat  in  on  o£Soial  doonment  of 
any  sort  ?  Answer — I  do  not  know  that  I  pnt 
it  into  any  official  docnmeat." 


Mr.  ROBSON  :  I  must  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gtentleman  to  deal  fairly  with  the 
point  between  myself  and  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  I  stated 
in  my  speech  that  Sir  William  Butler 
had  said  this  to  members  of  his  staff. 
That  was  the  observation  I  made.  That 
was  the  observation  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  said  did  not  exist. 

*Mb.    ARNOLD-FORSTER  :   I  am 

within  the  recolbction  of  the  House,  and 
I  ask  whether  that  is  the  meaning  of  a 
statement  made  in  a  debate  on  the 
Address — on  a  vote  of  censure  on  the 
Government — when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  gets  up  and  reproaches  the 
Government  with  not  having  sent  more 
troops  because  their  own  general  in  the 
field  said  they  ought  to  send  more.  I 
have  not  done.  The  next  question 
which  I  think  the  hon.  Member  might 
have  read  is  this. 


Mr.  ROBSON 
you  like. 


I  will  read  it  all  if 


*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  No,  I 
think  the  time  is  not  long  enough.  But 
I  will  read  it. 

"  Sir  John  Edge—Did  yon  inform  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  War  Office  ?  Answer — Xo,  in  fact 

I  waited  to  be  asked  ray  numbers." 

I  ask  the  House  whether  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  presentation  of  his  own 
defence  just  now  was  a  full  and  adequate 
presentation  of  the  facts. 

I  think  I  have  said  enough  about  what, 
after  all,  isanunimportantpoint.  laddress 
the  House  with  some  reluctance  upon  this 
question  at  all.  My  position  is  a  peculiar 
ona.  I  am  not  personally  acquainted 
with  the  transactions  which  have 
been  discussed  during  this  debate ;  I 
am  not  personally  responsible  for  them. 
I  cannot  deny  that  there  have  been 
occasions  on  which  I  have  expressed 
opinions  which  have  committed  me  to 
certain  views  with  respect  to  them.  I 
hold  those  views  still.  I  do  feel,  never- 
theless, that  nothing  I  have  said  dis- 
qualifies me  from  expressing  a  very 
clear  opinion  aa  to  the  discussion  which 
has  taken  place  and  as  to  the  view 
which  the  House  ia  invited  to  take  with 
regard  to  this  Amendment.    I  believe 
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that  the  Opposition  has  once  more  mis- 
understood the  whole  feeling  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Sout^  Shields  rebuked  me  with  hav- 
ing said  that  in  my  opinion  the  country 
did  not  greatly  care  about  the  question 
he  has  raised  and  which  he  has  placed 
before  the  House  with  so  much  ability. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  discussion  I  thought, 
as  I  did,  that  the  country  does  not 
very  greatly  care  to  reopen  this  long- 
past  matter,  that  it  does  not  really  very 
greatly  care  about  the  minute  details 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Newington  discussed  with  so  much  pro- 
priety, but  not,  I  think,  with  very  great 
relevance;  I  think  so  still.  But  I  think 
that  the  country  does  care  very  much 
about  a  matter  which  has  been  touched 
upon  very  little  during  the  course  of 
this  debate — namely,  the  condition  of 
affairs  at  the  present  time  and  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  as  it  may  be  in  the 
future.  It  may  be  alleged  that  I  have 
committed  myself  to  much  that  hes 
been  said  by  hon.  Members,  whether  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  or  on  this 
side.  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
goin^  back  on  my  own  opinion,  and 
nothing  has  occurred  to  induce  me  to  do 
so  now.  It  may  indeed  be  possible  to 
learn  a  wise  lesson  from  the  views 
which  seem  to  be  common  among 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides.  But  I 
do  think  there  has  been  an  enormous 
amount  of  serious  exaggeration  and 
misapplication  of  the  lessons  taught 
in  Uie-  Blue-book.  I  was  interested 
and  gratified  to  hear  the  soldiers 
defended  from  that  side  of  the  House. 
It  was  a  new  and  pleasant  experience. 
[Opposition  cries  of  "Oh,  oh,"  and 
MiNiSTEKiAL  cheers.]  I  am  not  speak- 
ing of  all  hon.  Members  opposite,  but  I 
have  a  very  keen  and  painful  recollec- 
tion of  the  opinions  I  have  heard  ex- 
pressed about  our  officers,  and  about 
our  soldiers,  from  hon.  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  [An  Hon. 
Mehbeb  :  Methods  of  barbarism.]  I  shall 
make  no  personal  allusions.  I  am 
only  too  delighted  that  we  have  now 
come  to  a  saner  frame  of  mind, 
and  tiiat  t^e  merits  and  capacities  of 
onr  soldiers,  whether  officers  command- 
ing or  privates,  are  coming  to  be  iec<^- 
Mr.  Arnold-Forster. 


nised  by  hon.  Members  opposite  as  they 
ought  to  be. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  discuss 
in  any  detail  what  I  may  call  the 
diplomatic  side  of  this  question.  There 
has  been  a  great  deal  said*  and  efiectually 
answered,  on  this  side  in  respect  to  the 
diplomatic  proceedings  which  took  place 
before  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war.  X  have  never  been  quite  able  to 
imderstand  the  disclaimer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position. He  has  told  us  that  be  really 
did  not  in  any  way  contribute  to  th«e 
diplomatic  difficulties,  and  he  has  ex* 
plained,  or  endeavoured  to  exphun,  a 
phrase  which  has  very  often,  and  I  think 
justly,  been  quoted  against  him.  I  was 
at  that  time  in  no  way  responsible  for 
the  Array  or  for  the  diplomatic  proceed- 
ings, but  I  have  refre^ed  my  memory, 
and  I  have  informed  myself  what  the 
right  hon.  Gleutleman  did  say.  Although. 
I[do  not  want  to  enter  into  any  recrimi- 
nations, I  say  t^is — that  if  I  had  been  & 
soldier  serving  in  the  field,  or  if  I  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Transvaal  Legis- 
lature at  the  time  when  the  right  hon. 
Member  spoke,  I  should  have  put  only 
one  interpretation  on  what  he  said,  and. 
I  should  have  agreed  that  that  inter- 
pretation was  the  same  which  would  be 
put  upon  it  by  any  sane  man  in  this, 
country  or  out  of  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  a  second  edi- 
tion— a  revised  version — of  the  remarks 
attributed  to  him.  '  I  have  the  original 
report  which  appeared  in  an  Essex  paper 
on  the  morrow  of  the  speech.  Tliis  ia 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  Hiere  are  some  newspsvers  which  talk 
free^  oi  the  probability  and  even  the  neoesaity 
of  war,  and  the  public  mind  has  been  distoaoted 
in  conaequence.  I  think  it  right  to  say  plainly 
that  I  for  my  part  can  diacem  nothing  in  what 
has  occurred  to  jnsti^  either  warlike  action  or 
militaty  prqtaratitms.^ 

I  turn  to  another  column  of  that  same 
Essex  paper  on  that  same  day,  and  I 
find  that  the  whole  of  the  remarks  were 
straightway  telegraphed  to  Soutii  Africa. 
[OpposiTToN  cries  of  "  Why  not  1 "]  Very 
well,  why  not?  Now,  I  cannot  but 
believe  that  if  it  had  been  the  object  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  mooniage 
those  who  were  intending  war  against  ns,. 
no  better  means  could  have  been  devised 
for  the  purpo«.  ^  An  h^^lJe^My* 
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■"Why  not?"  I  will  tell  him  why  not.; 
I  heard  the  hon.  and  learned  Member ! 
for  South  Shields  make  his  attack  on  the  ' 
Ooremment.  One  of  the  things  which  | 
impressed  me  most  in  his  able  speech, : 
was  his  admission,  from  start  to  finish  of 
that  speech  of  the,  proposition  for  which  ! 
we  have  always  been  contending — that ; 
the  Boer  Republics  were  preparing  for  i 
war,  that  they  meant  war  and  were  [ 
bent  upon  war,  and  that  we  ought  to  \ 
bave  expected  notiiing  but  war.  That ; 
was  the  argument  he  adduced  in  order  to 
strengthen  his  attack  on  the  Govern- , 
ment  and  I  admit  the  l<^ical  consistency,  I 
but  what  about  the  speech  of  the  right , 
hon.  Gentleman  when  he  knew  t£at 
war  was  being  contemplated  and  that ' 
war  was  in  pccnparation  against  the  i 
country  to  which  he  belonged  1  | 


I  pass  to  another  phase  of  the  qupstion.  ' 
It  is  made  a  matter  of  reproach  against  | 
the  Government  that  they  were  not  pre- 
pared for' this  emergency  for  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  says  they 
ou^t  to  have  been  preparcul.  My 
opinion  would  coincide  with  that  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Memberfor  Taunton,  who 
said  our  Army  system  was  to  blam^  for 
the  position  in  which  we  then  found  our- 
selves. The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Bristol  spoke  of  the  preparedness 
of  the  Boers.  He  said  that  within  two 
days  they  had  mobilised  and  crosssd 
the  frontier.  It  was  perfectly  tru3 
that  they  did  mike  an  aggressive  ad- 
vance against  our  colonies.  What  was 
our  position  when  this  war  broke 
out  ?  It  was  a  position  in  which  the 
Army  system  had  invariably  placed  us. 
It  was  a  position  absolutely  different 
from  that  which  is  oseupied  by  any 
other  European  country.  In  the  first 
place  we  cannot  send  any  force  into 
action  without  mobilising  the  Army. 
That  is  not  a  new  thing.  That  is  part 
of  the  system  which  was  invented  by 
hon.  Members  opposite,  which  has  been 
cultivated  by  hon.  Members  opposite, 
and  which  is  now  defended  by  hon. 
Members  opposite ;  and  let  me  point  out 
that  mobilmtion  must  have  taken  plac?, 
and  did  take  place,  8,000  miles  from  the 
.military  front.  The  hon.  Member  cites 
to  us  the  action  of  the  Boers.  Does  he 
really  suggest  that  it  would  have  been 
in  the  interesta  of  peace,''for  which  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  was  so  curiously  anxious 
— and  to  which  he  contributed  so  little — 
that  it  would  have  been  of  any  assis- 
tance to  the  negotiations  if  we  had 
mobilised    the  whole   of  the  Army 
Reserve  three  months  before  the  date  at 
which  war  was  declared  ?    No,  Sir,  I 
draw  a  totally  difEerent  lesson  from 
the  words  of   the  hon.   and  learned 
Member  for  South    Shields  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bristol.    It  has  been 
pointed  out  that  when  the  war  began 
we  had    no   troops  that  we  were 
able    to    83nd    without  mobilising 
the  Army.    The  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission has  demonstrated  in  unmistak- 
able language  that  another  brigade  might 
have  turned  the  fortunes  of  the  war  in 
Natal.    Is  the  hon.  Member  who  dwelt 
on  this  subject  prepared  to  give  ns  that 
brigade  in  future  ?    There  are  two  things 
'  which  are  needed  before  you  can  enable 
a  martial  nation  to  give  effect  to  its 
power  at  the  outbreak  of  war.    There  is 
preparation  in  the  matter  of  men ;  there 
is  preparation  in  the  matter  of  money. 
,  Both  these  things,  the  Commissioners 
pointed  out,  we  ought  to  have.  Never 
;  yet  have  we  had  either.    The  authority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  is  paramount. 
We  cannot  spend  a  shilling  without  the 
'  authority  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Does  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  sug- 
gest that  it  would  have  been  well  for  the 
Government  to  come  down  at  the  time 
these  negotiations  were  being  conducted 
'  and   ask  for  a  credit  of  £10,000,000 
sterling  to  fight  the  Transvaal  ?   Does  he 
'  suggest  t^t  it  would  have  been  well  for 
the  Secretary  for  War  to  have  issued  a  pro- 
clamation in  the  Queen's  name  to  embody 
the  Reserve  ?    What  is  the  alternative  ? 
The  alternative  is  always  to  have  a  force 
'  adequate  to  the  needs  of  this  country,  and 
I  possibly  a  sum  available  for  the  utilisa- 
tion of  that  force.    I  think  I  am  right  in 
;  saying  that  in  the  comers  of  this  Report 
!  we  find  reconunendations  of  that  char- 
acter.   We  find  recommendations,  put, 
no  doubt,  with  great  moderation,  that  this 
'  country  assign  to  the  Executive  Govern- 
I  ment  a  fund  which  would  enable  it  to 
prepare  for  war  without  the  publicity 
i  which  necessarily  accompanies  a  Vote  of 
Parliament.   Does  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  agree  with  that  pBopoaitionil  If 
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80,  I  look  upon  him  no  longer  as  an 
opponent,  but  ae  an  ally.  I  quite  agiee 
that  that  is  a  remedy  lor  the  disease  we  all 
know  to  exist.  But  these  defecte  are  part 
oi  our  Army  system — inherent  in  it. 
They  have  been  part  of  our  Army  system 
for  years  and  years,  and  if  anybody  has 
done  anything  to  mend  that  system  it  is 
certainly  not  the  Party  opposite. 

I  claim  the  support  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  in  a  reform  of  which  I 
think  he  has  justly  pointed  out  the  impor- 
tance, but  I  cannot  go  further,  when  he 
comes  to  speak  of  matters  of  supply, 
clothing,  and  transport.  I  believe  that 
hu'  struck  an  entirely  false  note  with 
regard  to  these  matters.  I  think,  per- 
haps, if  he  had  studied  as  much  as 
some  of  us  have  studied  the  history 
of  other  wars  in  other  lands  he  would 
have  been  cautious  before  he  ventured 
upon  a  denunciation  of  the  performances 
of  our  auxiliary  departments  during  the 
late  war.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  there 
was  a  depletion  of  our  stores,  and  I  have 
spoken  very  strongly  about  what  I  con- 
sidered were  the  steps  which  ought  to 
have  been  taken  to  set  that  right ;  but 
when  it  is  said  that  there  was  great 
dereliction  of  duty  in  supplying  the 
necessary  stores  and  provisions  to  the 
troops  in  the  field,  he  goes  far 
beyond  the  fact,  and  he  goes  far 
beyond  the  authority  given  to  him  in 
the  Report  of  the  Boyal  Commission.  I 
believe  there  was  a  great,  an  unreason- 
able, a  wrong  depletion  of  our  stores  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  I  know  per- 
fectly well  that  it  was  true  before 
the  war,  and  much  more  true  of 
many  a  year  anterior  to  that  time. 
But  it  is  not  the  fact  that  our  troops 
were  without  the  neoesaariee,  I  may 
almost  say  the  luxuries,  of  life  during 
that  campaign.  I  honestly  believe  that 
never  was  an  army  in  the  field  better 
supplied  from  start  to  finish  with  every- 
thing that  was  necessary  for  the  clothing, 
the  feeding,  equipment,  and  arming  of  the 
men.  I  admit  that  those  supplies  were 
furnished  under  circumstances  of  which 
we  have  no  reason  to  be  proud,  and  I  think 
we  ran  very  near  to  the  point  of  danger. 
In  some  respects  we  passed  it.  But, 
admitting  that,  I  think  a  little  credit 
should  be  given  to  those  who  repaired 
that  error  in  the  face  of  an  emergency. 
It  would  have  coinpleted  the  story  if  the 

3fr.  Arnold- Former. 


hon.  and  learned  Member  had  told  us 
that,  barring  the  accidents  of  war.  the 
fighting,  and  the  marching,  whidi  are 
incidents  of  every  campaign,  the  troops 
were  never  without  food.  No  army  was 
ever  so  well  fed.  As  to  the  clothing, 
too,  although  the  clothing  which  was 
adapted  to  the  climate  was  lacking  at 
first,  it  was  supplied  in  time  for  the 
troops  to  get  the  benefit  of  it.  That  the 
transport,  which  had  to  perform  its 
duties  in  a  country  where  distances  «e 
reckoned,  not  by  miles  or  scores  of  miles, 
but  by  hundreds  of  miles,  where  railways 
in  war  time  :ire  practically  non-existent, 
or  where  they  exist,  make  an  enormous 
extra  demand  upon  the  Army — that  that 
tiansport  succeeded  in  practically  never 
being  a  day  behind  the  troops  for  the 
ben^t  of  which  it  existed  is  s  fact  to  be 
proud  of. 

Now,  Sir,  let  me  say  a  word  about  guns, 
There,  again,  I  venture  to  think  the  hon. 
Member  has  gone  a  little  beyond  the 
facts.  It  is  true  that  there  is  need  for 
refoimation  in  our  artillery  material,  bat 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  t^e 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  is  a  little 
in  advance  of  the  facts  on  this  point.  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  recognise  the 
value  of  any  statements  he  may  make 
and  that  he  has  been  a  most  impartial 
critic  in  these  matters,  and  has  earned 
the  goodwill  of  both  services  in  that 
respect.  Therefore,  I  hesitate  to  dispute 
any  allegation  he  may  make ;  but  when 
he  told  us  that  the  Boers  had  120  quick- 
firing  guns,  and  that  in  that  was  to  be 
found  the  mark  of  the  inadequacy  of  our 
supply  of  guns,  I  think  he  went  a  little 
in  i^vance  of  the  facts. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKB :  The  staU- 
ment  I  made  I  believe  to  be  true.  It 
was  not  my  own  statement.  I  quoted  it 
from  the  notes  of  the  Prussian  Staff  on 

the  war. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  have 
read  that  statement,  and  I  think  there  is 
scnne  confusion  of  fact  in  it.  The  fact  is 
that  the  number  of  quick-firing  field 
guns  was  exceedingly  small,  though  the 
number  was  in  advance  of  our  own,  for 
this  reason.  There  was  no  coimtry  in 
Europe,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
France,  which  at  that  time  had  a  quick- 
firing  field  gun  cillfedifiytMJeig'rle  » 
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small  State  to  buy  a  fancy  article,  and  the 
Boer  Statesdid  BO.  But  they  bought  a  very 
much  smaller  number  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  suggested.  It  would  have 
been  a  very  serious  undertaking  for  us  to 
have  armed  ourselves  with  what  I  call 
this  embryo  quick-firing  gun  which  no 
European  country  possessed.  Franc«  did 
possesB  something  approaching  a  quick- 
firing  gun,  bat  Germany  did  not,  Russia 
did  not,  and  we  did  not.  I  believe 
we  have  gained  greatly  by  tlie  post- 
ponement of  the  operation  of  re-arming 
our  artillery,  and,  if  I  am  permitted  to 
ask  the  House  to  sanction  expenditure  this 
year,  I  believe  I  shall  be  able  to 
prove  that  as  the  result  of  that 
postponement  we  shall  get  a  much 
better  gnu.  It  ta  undoubtedly  true,  and 
there  is  undoubtedly  force  in  the  allega- 
tion that  in  respect  of  heavy  guns  we 
were  out-classed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  by  the  heavy  guns  in  the  possession 
of  the  Boers.  We  were  only  then  be- 
ginning to  realise  what  one  or  two 
Grovernments,  notably  the  Russian  and 
the  French  Governments,  had  realised — 
that  these  heavy  guns  can  with  advan- 
tage be  taken  into  tilie  field.  We  suffered, 
but  I  do  not  think  to  anything  like  the 
extent  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
opposite  has  suggested.  I  think  the 
general  artillery  view  is  that  the  material 
damage  done  by  these  guns  was  small, 
and  that  the  effect  of  our  guns  was  quite 
as  great  as  could  be  possibly  expected, 
considering  the  country  in  which  they 
were  operating  and  the  obstacles  to  which 
they  were  opposed.  I  do  not  believe,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  introduction 
of  quick-firing  guns  would  have  made 
any  substantial  difference  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war.  But  I  admit  that  it 
would  have  been  wise  and  provident  if 
we  had  gone  a  little  in  advance  of 
military  opinion  of  the  time  and  had 
famished  our  Array  with  a  certain  number 
of  heavier  guns.  We  were  not,  after 
all,  so  very  inadequately  provided  with 
artillery  in  the  war.  We  began  with 
91  guns.  We  ended  up  with  762,  and  I 
am  unable  to  credit  that  the  organisation 
at  home  coold  have  been  so  bad  as  it 
has  been  described  if,  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  it  could  increase  the  number 
of  guns  from  91  to  752. 


The  peroration  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell  was  undoubtedly  eloquent, 
but  he  pitched  in  a  very  false  note.  He 
spoke  of  the  bones  of  men  whitening 
in  South  Africa,  of  hearts  made  sad, 
and  of  many  homes  darkened  because  the 
supplies  which  ought  to  have  been  fur- 
nished to  our  troops  were  not  forthcoming. 
That  is  a  false  note.  It  is  not  a  fact.  I  do 
not  believe,  if  yoa  went  through  the  whole 
of  the  regiments  which  so  dieerfully  bore 
the  inevitable  privations  of  the  campaign, 
you  would  find  they  adopted  such  an 
attitude  at  any  period  of  the  war. 
There  were  losses,  lamentahle  losses.  I 
do  not  care  to  apportion  the  responsi- 
bility for  those  losses,  but  I  would  say 
that  principally  they  were  due  to  the 
fact  that  with  an  army  nnspecialised  for 
the  task  it  had  to  perform  we  were  fight- 
ing an  army  thoroughly  specialised  in 
their  own  country.  But  granting  every 
loss,  I  believe  that  no  modern  campaign 
has  ever  been  conducted  in  which  there 
was  so  small  a  proportion  of  avoidable 
losses  as  there  was  in  this  campaign. 
If  any  hon.  Member  had  gone  as  I 
have  gone  in  the  footsteps  of  the  armies 
in  the  Franco-German  and  the  Rosso- 
Turkish  Wars,  then  he  would  have 
understood  what  is  meant  by  the  losses 
which  overtake  armies  in  the  field,  due  to 
causes  such  as  were  described  by  ^e 
hon.  Member  for  Camberwell. 

Well,  Sir,  we  are  asked  to  take  our 
example  from  the  other  side.  We  are 
told  we  ought  to  have  been  more  provi- 
dent, that  we  ought  to  have  foreseen 
the  number  of  men  that  wouU  be 
required  to  terminate  this  war.  We 
were  told  that  the  Government  of 
the  day  estimated  that  an  Army 
of  70,000  or  80,000  men  would  be 
sufficient,  and  that  we  did  not  foresee 
that  260,000  men  would  eventually  have 
to  be  put  in  the  field.  Let  me  say  a 
word  on  that.  The  hon.  Member  pointed 
out  that  the  addition  to  the  numbers 
originally  calculated  was  the  necessary 
penalty  we  paid  for  our  want  of  success 
in  the  first  weeks  of  the  campaign. 
That  is  perfectly  true,  but  I  can  recall  a 
campaign  which  is  famous,  or  infamous, 
and  which  is  usually  called  the  surrender 
of  Majuba.  I  have  never  had  any  reason 
to  doubt  that  what  took  place  then  was 


that  the  officer  in 
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had  positive  orders  to  make  no  terms 
with  the  enemy  until  he  had  defeated 
them.  But  what  happened  ?  The 
enemy  defeated  him,  and,  within  a  day 
or  two,  orders  were  sent  to  make  peace. 


challenge  contradiction  from  any  hon. 
Member  when  I  say  that  what  has  been 
done  for  the  Army  by  the  present  Adminis- 
tration is  incomparably  in  advance  of 
anything  that  has  been  done  in  the  whole 


I  quite  admit  that  in  that  case  no  :  ^  the  last  twenty  years  by  the  Party 


addition  was  necessary  to  the  numbers 
originally  sent  out.  That  is  the  analogy 
we  are  asked  to  follow. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham,  Chester- 
le-Street)  :  That  is  not  correct.  I  myself 
heard  Lord  Kimberley  make  the  state- 
ment that  ordras  were  sent  to  nudce 
terms  of  peace  before  Blajuba. 

*Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  adhere 
to  the  opinion  that  my  information  is 
conect.  But  I  quote  the  case  as  an 
example  of  what  ought  to  be  avoided  in 
making  war.  It  is  true  there  were 
failures,  which  we  all  regret.  Our 
soldiers  fought  btavely,  and  if  they  were 
defeated,  and  because  they  were  defeated, 
we  had  to  send  out  more  men  until  we 
achieved  success.  That  was  done  then, 
and  I  hope  it  will  always  be  done  when 
a  British  Army  is  in  the  field.  So  far 
from  having  anything  to  apologise  for,  I 


opposite.  Hon.  Members  opposite  laugh. 
I  wonder  how  many  of  them  know.  I 
believe  I  have  earned  a  cheer  now  and 
then  by  enlarging  on  this  subject,  but 
when  I  spoke  I  did  not  speak  altogether 
without  knowledge.  We  are  asked  now 
to  give  a  verdict  on  the  Blue-book.  It 
is  not  the  first  Blue-book,  nor  the  tenth, 
nor  the  hundredth — my  shelves  are  piled 
with  Blue-books  which  have  recorded  the 
failures  of  the  past,  and  principally  of 
the  Party  opposite.  [An  Hon.  M&ubbb  : 
Oh !  ]  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Member 
who  objects  has  any  real  recollection  of 
the  facts.  I  have  die  most  painful 
recollection.  I  have  been  through  them 
all,  analysed  and  annotated  them,  and 
know  of  what  I  speak.  They  have  one 
common  characteristic.  I  do  not  desire 
to  draw  a  distinction  between  this  and 
that  Party.  I  have  always  said  the 
same  thing,  that  these  Blue-books  have 
been  sterile,  that  they  have  produced  no 
result  whatever,  and  that,  while  con- 
think  the  Government  of  the  day  ought  i  demnation  of  our  system  has  been  per- 


to  be  congratulated  because  they  had  the 
determination  to  insist  that  the  war 
diould  be  carried  through  to  the  bitter 
end,  and  that  the  honour  of  the  British 
Army  should  be  re-established.  We  are 
asked  to  censure  the  Government  because 
they  failed  to  prepare  the  Army  for  war. 
I  have  been,  perhaps,  occasionally  rather 
a  stormy  petrel  in  these  military  waters, 
and  I  have  not  always  been  in  agreement 
with  my  Party,  but  I  have  been  a  very 
careful,  and  I  hope  a  very  impartial, 
student  of  the  history  of  the  War  Office 
and  the  Army  during  late  years.  I 
Mr.  Amold-Forsier. 


sistent,  action  to  improve  our  system 
has  been  non-existent.  But  now  we 
have  this  Blue-book,  on  which  the 
Opposition  desires  to  base  their  indict- 
ment. Has  it  anything  in  common 
with  any  of  thess  previous  Reports  I 
Nothing.  I  will  difEerentiate  in  a  sen- 
tence. The  lessons  which  that  Blue- 
book  has  taught  have  been  learnt. 
Action  has  not  been  deferred,  indeed,  till 
that  Blue-book  was  issued.  I  suppose  I 
cannot  appeal  to  hon.  Members  opposite, 
but  I  do  appeal  to  hon.  Membsrs  on  this 
side  to  say  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong 
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in  declaiing  that  in  this  raatter  the  Gov- 
ernment is  entitled  to  a  verdiot,  because 
they  have  not  failed  to  take  those  lessons 

to  heart. 

What  are  the  lessons  ?  We  are  told 
that  we  needed  stores ;  we  have  got  them. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  said  truly  that  it  was 
the  first  care  of  the  Administration  of 
which  he  was  at  that  time  a  member  to 
supply  stores  for  the  Navy,  and  I  can 
bear  testimony  by  visual  evidenc-e  that 
these  stores  exist,  and  that  there  never 
was  a  time  in  the  history  of  tJie  British 
Navy  when  the  supplies  of  the  Navy 
were  in  a  better  condition  than  they  are  at 
this  moment.  I  can  now  bear  testimony 
to  a  similar  state  of  things  with  regard  to 
the  British  Army.  Ten  million  pounds , 
was  asked  for  and  voted  by  this  House ; ' 
that  £10,000,000,  with  some  inappreci- 
able exceptions,  will  be  expended  by  the 
end  of  this  year,  and  value  will  be 
received  for  it.  I  could  take  hon. 
Members  to  storehouse  after  storehouse 
where  they  would  see  these  stores  in  their 
places,  ready  for  any  emergency.  That 
is  very  different  from  what  has  hap- 
pened as  the  result  of  any  of  these  volu- 
minous inquiries  which  have  taken  place 
before.  Criticism  was  directed  to  the 
Remount  Department ;  the  hon.  Member 
said  it  was  undermanned  considering  the 
amount  it  had  to  administer.  But  do 
not  accept  that  too  readily.  The  Trans- 
put Department  <A  the  Navy  adminis- 
tered £32.000,000,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  its  -personnd  is  very  much  greater 
dian  that  <A  the  Remount  Department. 
J ndge  thework  not  by  cost,  but  by  quality. 
But  the  Remount  Department  was  in 
need  of  extension ;  we  were  taught  how  a 
great  emergency  might  arise  such  as  had 
nevei  been  contemplated  before,  and  we 
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have  now  provided  against  that  emer- 
gracy  if  it  should  recur.  As  to  new 
armaments  required,  a  vast  proportion  of 
the  fixed  armaments  of  this  country  have 
already  been  provided,  and,  if  I  am 
permitted,  I  am  in  a  position  now  to  ask 
the  House  of  Commons  to  sanction  the 
introduction  of  new  armament  for  the 
artillery  which,  I  believe,  will  place  us  in 
advance  of  any  country  in  Europe. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
Intelligence  Department.  I  should  like, 
as  one  who,  for  a  short  time,  has  had  the 
privilege  of  woilong  in  close  touch  with 
the  Department,  to  bear  my  testimony 
to  the  value  of  the  work  it  has  done  and 
is  capable  of  doing.  But  I  have  been 
one  of  those,  I  think,  who  have  always 
said  that  there  was  room  for  great 
extension  in  the  organisation  of  the 
Intelligence  Department.  That  Depart- 
ment has  been  extended,  and  if  I  have 
the  honour  of  occupying  this  office  much 
longer,  it  will  be  still  further  extended. 
We  have  been  challenged  because  we 
did  not  provi<ib  enough  manoeuvring 
grounds  for  the  troops ;  there  has  been 
more  done  in  this  respect  during  tiie 
last  three  years  under  the  administration 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  than  during  the 
previous  thirty  years.  We  have  been 
told  that  die  Army  is  over-centralised, 
and  that  from  that  S|mngB  half  its  evils. 
Never  has  the  Army  been  as  decen- 
tralised as  it  is  at  this  moment.  We  are 
told  that  the  War  Office  ought  to  be 
reo^aniaed.  Well,  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  we  have  not  been  slow  to 
learn  the  lessons  of  the  Commission,  and 
that  we  ate  doing  what  we  can; — we  can 
only  do  it  with  the  cordial  support  of  this 
House,  and  of  both  sides  of  the  House 
— to  reorganise  the  constitution  of  the 
War  Office  and  make  it  even  moreefficunt^ 
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There  are  things  we  have  not  done,  and  i  country  are  great,  and  that  they  can  onlj 
we  have  got  to  learn  lessons  from  this  he  met  hy  fore^ought  and  scientific 
discussion.  We  have  not  yet  filled  up  oiganisation.  But  it  is  a  Government 
that  hiaius  to  which  many  hon.  Members  ^  which,  having  learnt  a  sharp  lesson  in 
have  referred.  We  have  not  yet  got  this  the  school  of  es^verience,  has  applied  it- 
striking  force  which  will  relieve  os  from  I  self  as  no  Government  ever  applied  itself 
die  painful  and  dangerous  position  we  ,  before,  to  giving  practical  effect  to  that 
were  in  when  the  last  war  broke  out.  !  lesson,  and  therefore  there  ought  to  be 
We  have  not  yet  reo^anised  the  Army  in  no  choice  at  all.  If  this  Honse,  aye,  and 
a  way  which  will  ensure  the  continuance  the  country,  which  has  been  appealed  to, 
of  recruiting  and  enable  us  to  get  full  really  desires  to  put  its  military  arrange- 
value  out  of  the  splendid  material  we  !  ments  on  a  satisfactory  basis,  if  it  desires 
possess,  but  we  have  gone  very  far  in  the  ^  to  continue  this  work,  which  I  believe 
direction  of  progress.  This  House  is  been  well  begun,  then  it  will  do, 
asked  to  pronounce  a  vote  of  censure  upon  ^      confident  the  House  will  do, 

the  Government,  which  has,  I  suppose,  ^i™  •  negative  to  the  Amendment. 

made  the  kind  of  mistake  which  I  think  I  Question  put. 
have  shown  is  common  to  every  Party 

which  has  sat  in  this  House,  of  not  under-  The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  192  ;Noe8, 

standing  that  the  military  needs  of  this  278.    (Division  List,  No.  1.) 


AYES. 


AbrHbain.  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ainsworth,  John  t)tiriing 

Allen,  Charlefl  P. 

AmbroHe,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Aaquith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbt.  Henry 

Atherley-Joiiefi,  L. 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barrao,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William  | 
Boland,  John 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Bri^,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry  i 
Bninner,  Sir  John  Tomlioson  j 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum  • 
Burke,  E.  Haviland-  | 
Bums,  John  I 
Buit.  ThomaB 

Bnzton,  Sydney  Charles  i 
Caldwell,  James  i 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.)  I 
Campbell- Banner  man.  Sir  H.  ! 
Camll,  Partick  Geo.  Hamilton  | 
CauBton,  Richard  Knight  I 
Channing,  Francis  Allaton 
Ct^an,  Denis  J.  ■ 

Mr.  Amo'd-Forster. 


Condon,  Thoma9  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 
CVean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Dalziei,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Delany,  William 
Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway) 
Devlin.  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dilke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn.  Sir  William 
Elibank,  Master  of 
E  llice.Capt.  E.  C{  S.  Andrw'sBghs 
Ellis.  John  Edward  (Xotta.) 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharaon,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell.  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  C^iarles 
Field.  WiUiam 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
PoBter,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  P. 
Fuller.  J.  M.  F  i 


1  FurneB^  Sir  Christopher 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick) 

i  Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

I  Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B, 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 
Harmsworth,  B.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
1  Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  1). 
'  Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouee,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  K.) 
Holland,  Sir  WiUiam  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hutchinson.  Dr.  Charles  Fr«dk. 
Button,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfi^ 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swanst  ^  ) 

Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Lambert,  George 

Langley,  Batty 

Law,  Hugh  Alex.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Lay  land -Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  P.  (Acoringt<m) 
Leigh,  Sir  JoBQph 
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LeDg,  Sir  John 
herry,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
LozidoQ,  W. 

Maonamoro,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
]facN«ll,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeag^  Joremiab 
M*Crae,  George 
M'Hngh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 
IfEenna,  Reginald 
M'KiUop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M'Lareo,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
Mellor,  Rt  Hon.  John  William 
Bfooney,  John  J. 
Morley,  Charles  (Breoonshire) 
Mi^ey,  Bt  Hn  John  (Montrose) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Numetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnea,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Col.  J.  P.  (Galway,  N) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuas^,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Kendal  {Tipperary,  M) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wioklow.W)  I 


O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  8.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Blayo,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Perks,  Robert  \^am 
Pirie,  Doncan  Y. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Bea,  Russell 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  £.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  B.Thre8faie  (Dnmfries) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 

Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Danid  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 


Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 

Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.  C.  R.,Nartiiant8 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Straohey.  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant^  Harold  John 
Thomas,'Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  &.) 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {Y<ak,  W.  R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay.'T. 
Wason,  Eui^ne  (Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.  R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  F.  W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Woodhou8e,Sir J.T.,  Huddwsf d 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TSLLBBS  FOR  THE  AVBS,  tSl. 

Herbert  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
William  M'Arthur. 


NOES. 


Agg-Oardner,  James  Tynte 
Agoew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
.^hiiBen,AugustD8  Henry  Eden 
AUsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anaon,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Rt.  Hn.  Hugh 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
B^ey,  James  (Walwwth) 
Bain,  Colonel 'James  Robert 
Baird,  John  GJeorge  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Major  Geoige  Edward 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  Sir  Georee  0.  T. 
Bathnint,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.8ir  Michael  Hicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Heniy 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfiekl,  WiUiun  Robert 
Brodriok,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Btymer,  William  Ernest 
BwL  William  James 


Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
CampbeU.  J.  H.M.(  DublinUniv.) 
Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautlev,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WilUam 
Cftcil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberiain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Birm) 
aiamberUin,Rt.  Hn.  J.  A  (Wore) 
CSiapUn,  Bt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  Williatn 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louts 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  8ir  J.  Charles  Beady 
Compton,  Lord  Alvyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridgo 
Craig,  Charles  Curtis  (Antrim,S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cnbitt,  Hon,  Henry 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Eari  of 


Dalrymple  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Joseph 
Dixon-Hartiand,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxiord,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Faber.  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Ferguason,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  J.(Manc) 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbuik,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Si  r  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  EdwardAlgemon 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteacue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.  W.) 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway.  William  Johnson 
Gaidner.  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
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Gordon,Hn.  J.E.(ElgmA:NairD) 
Gordon,  Maj.  B.  (Tr  Hamlets) 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.OrmBby-(Lino) 
Goret,  Rt.  Hod.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Oosohen,  Hon.  George  Joacihim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greeiie,SirE.W.B'ry  S.Edm'nds 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbmy) 
Grenfell,  WilUam  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Grerille,  Hon.  Ronald 
Guthrie,  Walter  Morray 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  MonhaU 
Halsey,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomas  V. 
Haml[ton,Rt.HaLordG.Midd'x 
Hami]ton,Marq.of,  L'nd'nderry 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
HarriSjF.Levertoa,  Tynemouth 
Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.  R.  (Dulwich) 
Hay,  Hod,  Claude  George 
^thvJames  (Staffords.,  N.W) 
Holder,  Augustas 
Henderson,  Sir  A.(StafFord,W.) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
HobhouBe,Rt.  HnH.,SomerB'tE. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.  F.  (Sheffield.Brightside) 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Patemm 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Heniy  Oeoil 
Hudson,  George  Blokenteth 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Hutton,  John  (Yorka.,  N.B.) 
Jessel,  C^tain  Herbert  Merton 
Kenyon.  Hon.Qeo.  T.(Denbigh) 
Kenyon-Slaoey,  CoL  W.  (Salop 
Keir,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
LambtoD,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm.  i 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawBon,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.B.) 
Le^  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fanham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkoihead)  : 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.8 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lookwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  B.  | 
Long,  CoL CharlesW.(Eve6ham)  j 
Long,  Bt.  Hn.  W.  (Brietol,  S.)  i 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
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Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther.  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth ) 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Haodona,  John  Camming 
BlaolTer,  David  (Liverpool) 
Haconodiie,  A.  W. 
M'Arthur,  CSuurlea  (Idvwpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
MaxweU,RtHn.SirH.E.,\rigt'n 
MaiweU,  W.  J.  H.  (Dumfriessh) 
Meysey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  W. 
Mildmay,  Fruicis  Bingham 
Milner,  Bt.  Hii.  Sir  FEederiek  0 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Ed.  (Fermanagh,  ) 
Motesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  0. 
Murray,  Bt.  Hn.  A.  G  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventiy) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torreos 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbnxy) 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert 
PeeL  Hn.  Wm.  B.  WttOaOay 
Pcfcy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plnmmer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Qeoige 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
BanUn,  Sir  James 
Basob,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Batcliff,  B.  F. 
Beid,  James  (Greoiook) 
Remnant,  James  Farqnlumm 
Benwick,  Geoi^ 
Ridley,  Hon.M.W.  (Stalybiidge) 
Ridley,  S.  Forde,  Bethiial  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Boberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Bobertson,  Herbert  (Hackiwy) 
Bolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Xionel  Walter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Moljmeux 
SackviUe.  CoL  8.  G.  Stopftw]- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alezandw 
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Samuel,  Sir^H.  S.  (Limehouee) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn.  CoL  Ed*. 
Scott.  Sir  S.  (Harylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Oiaries  Hilton  (lincoln) 
Setcm-KaiT,  Sir  Henry 
Shupe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  ^(Bomford) 
8kewes-Coz,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  James  PaTker(Lanarks.) 
Spear,  Joim  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley.Hon.  Arthur,  Ormskirb 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stuiley,  Bt  Hon.  Lord  (Luios.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Tagrart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  JohnH. 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hod.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
TaIbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.  (OxTdTJaiv 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Tozteth) 
ThMbum.  Sir  Walter 
ThomtoD,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  C^iarles  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 

TufnelL  Ueut.-CoI.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,CoI.Sir  C.  E.H.,  Sheff  d 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exetw) 
Walker,  Col.  Wmiam  HaU 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Webb,  Colonel  William  Ge<»ge 
Welby,Lt.-CoLA.C.E.  (Taunton 
Weiby,Sir  CharlesG.  E.  (Notts) 
Wharton.  Bt  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
WiUiamB,RtHDJPoweU-  (Birm. 
Williams,  Colonel  B.  (Dorset) 
Willox.  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
WUson-Todd,  Sir  W.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehouse,Bt  Ha.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

Tbllbbs  for  tkb  Nobs,  Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  the 
Debate  be  now  adjoomed  " — {Mr.  Jos^k 
fF tUon) — pat,  and  agreed  to. 


Debate  to  be  lesumed  npon  Monday 
next. 


Adjourned  at  twenty-three 
minutes  after  Five  o'clock  till 
Monday-oezt.  . 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Mmdi^,  8tA  February,  1904. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSWESS. 


Appleby  Corporation  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Barrow-in-Furness     Corporation  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Belfast  and  North  East  Ireland 
Electricity  and  Power  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Belfast  Corporation  (Tramways)  Bill 
[H.L.] ;  Bournemouth  Corporation  (Tiam- 
.  ways)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bridlington  Corpora- 
J  tion  Bill  |[h.l.]  ;    Bristol  Corporation 
I  Bill   [h.l.]  ;    Buxton    Urban  District 
"s;  Council  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Chesterfield  Corpora- 
^  tion  Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill 
"t,  [h.l.]  ;      Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water 
Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Derwent  Valley  Water 
I  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  Dis- 
1  trict  Water  Bill  [h-l.]  ;  Edwardes  Square 
s  Protection   Bill  [h.l.]  ;   Elysee  Palace 
^  Hotel  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Filey  Im- 
.1  provement  BUI  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Yarmouth 
"I  Corporation    Bill    [h.l.]  ;  Harrogate 
Waterworks  Tramroad  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Holy- 
"%  wood  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Hudders- 
^  field  Corporation  Act,   1902  {Amend- 


Ulster  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Weaver 
Navigation  (Additional  Finance)  Bill 
[H.L.] ;  Weaver  Navigation  (Constitu- 
tion and  Finance)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Withnell 
Gas  Bill  [h.l.].   ^Presented,  and  read  1*. 

Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales) 
Docks  and  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Barnard 
Castle  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Barry  Railway 
(Extension  oi  Time,  etc.)  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  CardifE 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Derbyshire  and  Not- 
tinghamshire Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Gosport  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Western 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Harlow  and  Saw- 
bridgeworth  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Isle  of  Thanet 
Light  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Lancashire 
Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Leicestershire 
and  Warwickshire  Electric  Power  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe 
Insurance  Company  BiU  [h.l.];  London 
Chathun,  and  Dover  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Man- 
chester Ship  Canal  (Finance)  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Matlock  and  District  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Metropolitan  District  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Metropolitan  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Neath, 
I  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  New  River  Company 


ment)  Bill  [b.l.]  ;  Hutcheson*s  Hospital 

and  Hutcheson's  Educational  Trust  Bill '  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mer- 
[h.l.]  ;  Ipswich  Dock  Commission  BiU  cantile  Agency  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
[h.l.]  ;  King's  College  Hospital  Bill 
[h.l.];  Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks) 
Railway  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Liverpool  and 
Wigan  Churches  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Llanelly 
Harbour  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Maidenhead  Bridge 


North  Wales  Electric  Power  BUI  [h.l.]  ; 
Portmadoc,  Beddgelert,  and  South  Snow- 
don  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Southport  and 
Lj'tham  Tramroad  (Extension  of  Time) 
BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Ticehurst  and  District  Water 


BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester  Corporation  and  Gas  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Trafford  Park  Dock 
(General  Powers)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester  and  Railway  BUI  [h.l.]  ;  Tynemouth  Gas 
Corporation  l^amways  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Mer-  ,  BUI  [h.l.];  tyneside  Tramways  and  Tram- 
gey   Docks  and   Harbour  Boud   BUI  roads  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Victoria  Univenity  of 


[h.l.]  ;  Milwr  and  District  Mines  Drain- 
age BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Minehead  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne Corporation  BiU  [h.l.]  ; 
Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Cot'  n  Urban 


Manchester  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Victoria  Univer- 
sity of  Yorkshire  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  West  Metro- 
poUtan  RaUway  (Abandonment)  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  West  MetropoUtan  RaUway  (Ex- 
tension of  Time)  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Weston- 


sented ;  read 
Examiners. 


1* ;  and:  referred  to  the 


District  CouncU  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Oakengates,  super-Mare  Grand  Pier  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  West 
Dawley,  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  {  Riding  Tramways  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  York  Town 
BiU  [H.I..]  ;  Pxeston  and  Blackburn  Tram-  [  and  Blackwater  Oaa  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Pre- 
ways  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Preston,  Chorley,  and  ; 
Horwich  Tramways  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  Preston 
Corporation  Water  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital   BiU   [h.l.]  ;  St. 
Mary    Woohioth  BUI    [h.l.]  ;  Shipley 
Urban  District  CouncU  BiU  [h.l.]  ;  South 
Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Stretford  Urban  District  CouncU  BUI 
[h.l.]  ;  T}aiemoath  Corporation  BiU  [h.l.] 

VOL.  CXXIX.   [FouKTH  Series.] 


COULSDON  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  Promoters  do 
not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  BiU. 
Ordered  that  the  BiU  be  not  further  pro- 
ceeded with.  ^  I 
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Business. 


5G0 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 

No.  3118.  Italy  (South  Italy) ; 
3119.  Denmark. 


No- 


NAVY. 

Returns  of  the  number  of  courts- 
mirtial  held  and  summary  punishments 
inflicted  on  seamen  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
etc.,  during  the  year  1902. 

OBBENWICH  OBSERVATORY. 

Report  of  the  Astronomer-Royal  to  the 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Royal  Observa- 
tory, Gree  jwich,  read  at  the  annual 
visitation  of  the  Royal  Observatory,  6th 
June,  1903. 

[INDIA. 

(Thibet) :  Papers  relating  to  Thibet ; 
(Tariff) :  Views  of  the  Government  of 
India  on  the  question  of  Preferential 
Tariffs. 

TRANSVAAL. 

Telegraphic  correspondence  relating  to 
th3  Transvaal  Labour  Importation  Ordin- 
ance, with  Appendix  ;  the  Ordinance  as 
amended  in  accordance  with  telegrams 
(in  continuation  of  [Cd.  1895],  Feb., 
1934). 

ARHY  (HIPEBIAL  YEOMANRY). 

Training  Return  of  Imperial  Yeomanry 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  1903. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 

Accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
f  f  the  Intermedi  te  Education  Board  for 
Ireland  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  December, 
1902  ;  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor- General  thereon, 

SUPERANNUATION-TREASURY 
MINUTES. 

Dated  12th  Ai]^pist,  1903,  fp«nting  a 
retired  allowance  to  Theophilus  Evans, 
inspector  of  postmen  and  telegraph 
messengers,  Worcester  Post  Office. 

Dated  2nd  October,  1903,  granting  a 
retired  allowance  to  Commander  Francis 
Alford,  Navigating  Commander  H.M.T.S. 
"  Monarch"  Post  Office. 


Dated  19th  October,  1903,  granting  a 
retired  allowance  to  Charles  Hasdell, 
third-class  clerk  in  the  Engineer-in- 
Chief's  Department,  Post  Office. 

Dated  19th  October,  1903,  granting  a 
retired  allowance  to  James  Ruttley,  late 
overseer  and  senior  telegraphist.  Central 
Telegraph  Office,  London. 

Laid  before  the  House(pursuantto  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

RICHMOND  BRIDGE. 

Account  of  the  Commissioners  of  Bich- 
mond  Bridge  for  the  year  ended  25th 
December,  1902.  Delivered  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  (TELEQBAPHS). 

Account  showing  the  gross  amount 
received,  and  the  gross  amount  expended, 
in  respect  of  the  Telegraph  Service  from 
the  date  of  the  transfer  of  the  telegraphs 
to  the  State  to  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1902  (in  continuation  of  No.  31,  of 
Session  1903).  The  Order  of  Thursday 
last,  that  the  said  account  do  lie  on  the 
Table,  discharged. 

House  adjourned  at  Four  o'clock, 
till  To-moTow,  half-past  Tea 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  m  Fe&ruary,  1904. 


The  House  met  at  Two  d  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILI£  (STANDING  OBDBB 
62  COMPLIED  WITH). 

_Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  Standing 
Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with, 
viz;— BIyth  and  Cowpen  Gas  Bill; 
Gomersal  Gas  Bill;  Harrow  Road  and 
Paddington  Tramways  Bill ;  Sonth 
Shields  Gas  Bill;   Sonth- Western  and 
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isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  (Exten- 
aiofl  of  Time)  Bill;  Sutton  Gas  Bill; 
Whitby  Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the 
Bills  be  read  a  second  time. 

PBIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER 
4  .  63  COHPUGD  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  tiie  Table 
Beport  from  oiie  of  the  Ezaminers  of 
P«tition8  for  Private  Bills^  That,  in 
the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  wereof,  Standing 
Order  No.  63  has  been  complied  with, 
viz: — Biahop's  Stortford  and  District 
Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time. 

PBIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER 
1 ,         62  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  not  been  complied  with, 
viz:— Ryde  Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That 
the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 


PETITIONS, 


CONFESSIONAL  AT  ST.  PAUL'S, 
BEDFORD. 

Petiti(m  from  Bedford,  for  redress  of 
grievances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law : 
from  Camden  Town ;  Barrow-in-Furness; 
Moes  Side ;  Fowey ;  Maerdy ;  Cargreen ; 
Bradford;  Blackwood;  Woodside;  Sut- 
combe;  Eastnor;  Qovan  (three);  Bed- 
ford; Stewarton;  Ardrossan;  Blackpool; 
West  Bridgford;  Southampton  (two); 
Northumberland ;  Bedlington  Colliery ; 
Martock;  Pembroke;  Kilwinning;  Mot- 
tram;  Glossop  (two);  Clifton;  Bishops- 
gate  ;  Beuhar ;  Thorniewood ;  Mother- 
well; Holytown;  Shotta;  Skelton; 
BelldiiU;  New  Steveuston;  Craigneuk; 
Greenock ;  Terry ;  Rochester ;  New- 
castle ;  Bates  Cottages ;  Ashbourne ; 
ClaphamBoad;  Blackburn  (two) ;  Wool- 
aton;  Ormskirk;   Prescot;  Crainford; 


Crawford  ;  Waterloo ;  Hatton  ;  Preston- 
on-the-Hill ;  Stockton  Heath ;  Wilmslow; 
LoBtock  Gralam ;  Boxmoor  Hall ;  Strick- 
land ;  Great  Ayton ;  Higher  Broughton 
and  Hoghton ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

EAST  INDIA  (TARIFFS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Views  of  the 
Government  of  India  on  the  question  of 
Preferential  Tariffs  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  tlie  Table, 

PILOTAGE. 

Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  Returns 
relating  to  Pilots  and  Piloti^e  in  the 
United  Kingdom  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  312,  of  Session 
1902)  as  furnished  by  the  various  Pilotage 
Authorities  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  33.] 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statements  of 
Accounts,  and  of  Life  Assurance  and 
Annuity  Business  and  Abstracts  of 
Actuarial  Reports,  deposited  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  34.] 

ARMY  (DfPERUL  YEOHANRT). 

Copy  presented,  of  Training  Return  o 
Imperial  Yeomanry  for  1903  [by  Com 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COMMONS  ACT,  1876  (OXSHOTT  HEATH* 
SURREY). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  upon 
an  application  for  a  Provisional  Order 
for  the  regulation  of  Oxshott  Heath,  in 
the  parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  35.] 

COMMONS  ACT,  1876  (MERROW  DOWNS, 

SURREY). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  upon 
an  application  for  a  Provisional  Ooler 
for  the  r^;ulation  efei'M^AxIwiS^^^n 
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the  parish  of  Marrow,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  36.] 

DESTRUCTIVE  INSECTS  ACT,  1877. 

Copy  presented,  of  an  Order  dated  the 
13th  October,  1903,  revoking  the  Orders 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  under  the 
Act  dated  respectively  the  22nd  August, 
1901.  the  3lst  May,  1902,  and  the  5th 
June,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BREWERS'  LICEKCES. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[<nxlered  6th  February;  Mr.  Victor 
Cavendish] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.   [No.  37.] 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND. 

Abstract  Account  presented,  showing 
the  issues  made  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the 
financial  year  ended  Slst  March,  1903,  for 
the  Interest  and  Management  of  the 
Debt,  for  the  Civil  List,  and  for  all  other 
Issues  in  the  financial  year  for  services 
charged  directly  on  the  said  Fund ;  with 
the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-Gieneral  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
38.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  12th  August,  1903,  grunting  to 
Theophilus  Evans,  Inspector  of  Postmen 
and  Telegraph  Messengers,  Worcester 
Post  Office,  a  retiring  allowance  under 
the  Act  [by  Act];  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 


Queslums. 
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Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  19th  October,  1903,  granting  to 
James  Ruttley,  late  verseer  and  Suuor 
:  Telegraphist,  Central  Telegraph  Office, 
Loudon,  a  retiring  allowance  under  the 
Act  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  t^e  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 

I  Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minate, 
'  dated  2nd  Octobei,  1903,  granting'  to 
i  Commander  Francis  Alford,  Navigating 
I  Commander  H.M.T.S.  "Monarch,"  Poet 
I  Office,  a  retiring  allowance  under  the  Act 
[by  Act] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL  GOVERNMENT  THREE  PER 
CENT.  GUARANTEED  STOCK. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  Ist  November,  guarantedng 
the  payment  of  interest  and  repayment 
of  principal  of  the  Transvaal  Oovernment 

Three  per  Cent.  Guaranteed  Stock  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COMMITTALS  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Returns  from  the 
Clerks  of  the  Crown  and  Peace  of  the 
number  of  persons  committed  for  trial 
in  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upcn  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Lunacy. — Copy  of  Return  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  the  number  of  Visits  made 
and  the  number  of  Patients  seen  by  the 
Several  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  dniing 
the  six  months  ending  on  the  Slat 
December,  1903  [by  Act]. 


SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  19th  October,  1903,  granting  to 
Charles  Hasdell,  3rd  Class  Clerk  in  the 
Engineer  in  Chief's  Department,  Post 
Office,  a  retiring  allowance  under  the  Act 
[by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3118  to  3120  [by  Command] ;  to  Ue  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIOXS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIUl'ULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Dapatations  of  Dockyard  Trades. 

Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Board  to  receive  deputations  repre- 
senting the  various  trades  in  Hia 
Majesty's  dockyards  this  year  in  con- 
tinuance of  those  grantedJast  yeu. 
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{ATmoeted  by  Mr.  rrefi/min.)  The 
Board  visited  the  dockyards  at  Ports- 
month,  Plymouth,  and  Chatham  during 
last  financial  year  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  deputations;  ai^  Pembioke 
and  Sheemess  will  be  similarly  visited 
this  year.  It  is  not  proposed  to  visit 
every  yard  every  year. 

Begtrtrar  Oenerat's  Betanu— Oroiqibic 
of  Oonnties. 

Mb.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
To  ask   the  President  of  the  Local 

Government  Board  whether  his  attention  , 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  in  the  I 
Registrar  G^enerars  Returns  the  statistical  j 
figiues  are  given  for  each  English  county 
separately,  whereas  in  the  case  of  Wales 
six  countieB  are  grouped  together ;  and  ' 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  have  these 
figures  published  for  each  Welsh  county  i 
separately.  ' 

{Answered   by   Mr.    Jyalter   Long.)  I 
have  communicated  with  the  Registrar 
General  and  find  that  it  will  not  be  | 
practicable  to  give  the  statistical  figures  j 
referred    to   for    each  Welsh  county , 
separately  in  his  next  Annual  Report 


Betum  of  Electric  Lighting  Acts. 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  a  Return  showing 
the  names  of  companies  or  persons  who 
have  obtained  Acts  conveying  powers  for 
the  supply  of  electric  power  to  districts, 
with  the  names  and  ureas  of  such  districts, 
and  the  year  in  which  the  powera  were 
obtained,  and  whether  such  powers  have 
been  exercised  or  not ;  and,  in  the  former 
case,  what  is  the  state  of  the  works  con- 
structed under  such  powers. 

{Armoered  hy  Mr.  Oeredd  Bcdfwr.)  I 
have  given  instructions  for  th?  prepara- 
tion of  this  Return,  but  as  the«informa- 
tion  asked  for  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  is  not  at  present 
in  the  possession  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  communicate  with 
the  oompanips,  etc.,  on  the  subject  before 
the  Return  can  be  completed. 


Oostoms  Daj^— Tobacco  for  Personal 
OonsampUon. 

Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.)  :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  by 


which  is  now  in  the  printer's  hands ;  but ;  what  authority  Customs  officers  refuse  to 


the  form  of  the  tables  in  his  future 
Reports  and  quarterly  Returns  will  be 
altered  so  as  to  include  the  information 
desired  by  the  hon.  Member. 


Indebtedness  of  Borough  Councils. 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,  , 
Rushcliffe) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  ' 
Local  Government  Board  when  he  ex-  < 
pects  to  lay  upon  the  Table  the  Return 
of   indebtedness  of   borough    councils , 
ordered  by  th?  House  on  the  24th  June, 
1903. 


accept  from  the  master  of  a  British  ship 
the  duty  ^ontaneously  tendered  by  him 
in  respect  of  tobacco  brought  by  such 
master  to  this  country  for  his  own  use, 
'  unless  he  pays  an  additional  sum  or  fine 
.  of  Is.  ■- 


[Anmered  hy  Mr.  Auaien  Chamberlain.) 
Under  Section  42  of  the  Customs  Con- 
solidation Act,  1876,  as  amended  by 
The  Finance  Act,  1896,  tobacco  contained 
in  packages  of  less  than  80  lbs.  gross 
weight  is,  for  the  safety  of  the  revenue, 
prohibited  to  be  imported  into  the 
United  Eit^jdom,  and  if  so  imported  is 
liable  to  forfeiture;  but  by  ancient 
required,  and  some  of  the  i  custom  small  parcels  may  be  cleared  on 
still  outstanding,  although  :  payment  of  duty  and  a  regulated  fine 


{Answered  by  Mr.  IFaJter  Long.)  There 
has  been  some  difficulty  in  procuring  the 
information 
returns  are 


repeated  applications  have  been  made  for 
them.  Further,  after  the  returns  have 
been  received,  additional  particulars 
have  had  to  be  applied  for  in  a  large 
number  cases.  The  information  ob- 
tained 18  being  sent  to  the  printers  as 


varying  from  3d.  to  Is.  3d.  the  pound 
according  to  the  description  of  the 
tobacco,  and  whether  or  not  it  is  entered 
on  the  importing  ship's  report.  Masters 
and  members  of  ships*  crews  are  not 
and  never  have  been  entitled  to  any 


rapidly  as  possible,  and  every  effort  will  \  exemption  from  these  regulations  id 
be  made  to  complete  and  present  the  respect  of  small  quantities  of  tobacco 
Return  at  the  earliest  date  practicable.     brought  by  them  into  *'li^^y^^^&[(> 
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Oosgestion  of  Business  at  the  Law 

Courts. 

SiK  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, St.  Greorge's) :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  congestion  of  bosiness  in 
the  London  Law  Courts,  and  will  he 
consider  the  practicability  of  rearranging 
the  circuits  with  a  view  to  the  retention 
of  the  services  of  one  or  two  additional 
Judges  in  London. 

(Annvered  by  Sir  Robert  Finlay.)  I 
have  ascertained  that  there  is  no  excep- 
tional congestion  of  buaioess  in  the 
Royal  Courts  of  Justice.  The  general 
condition  of  business  is  much  better  than 
it  has  b^n  for  some  time  past,  thongh 
there  are  a  larger  number  of  common 
juries  waiting  for  hearing  than  usual, 
which  has  been  occasioned  by  the  illness 
and  temporary  absence  (rf  some  of 
the  Judges.  No  rearrangement  of  the 
circuits  would  enable  two  or  even  one 
additional  Judge  to  be  available  for 
sittings  in  London  for  any  substantial 
time  unless  arrangements  were  made 
either  to  diminish  the  number  of  circuits 
or  to  group  the  counties  on  alternate 
circuits.  Many  serious  objections  have 
been  raised  to  both  these  proposals, 
which  have  been  under  constant  con- 
sideration during  the  last  ten  years.  It 
is  right  to  point  out  that  the  present 
number  of  Judges  in  the  King's  Bench 
Division  leaves  no  margin  or  reserve 
whatever  for  illness  or  temporary 
absence. 

Otmsols  Boui^t  and  Sold  under  Fablic 
Buildings  Expenses  Act,  1898. 

Mb.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  thi  Excheqner  whether 
any  of  the  Consols  stated  in  the  Fourth 
Report  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
last  year  to  have  been  bought  under  The 
Public  Buildings  Expenses  Act,  1898, 
have  been  sold  since  the  3lst  March, 
1903 ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the  amount 
of  those  sales,  the  average  price  at  which 
the  sales  were  effected,  and  the  loss 
thereby  incurred. 

(Ansioered  by  Mr.  Au^en  Chamberlain.) 
The  Consols  sold  from  the  Public  Build- 
ings Expenses  Fund  since  the  3l8t  March, 
1903,  amount  to  £464,104  14s.  Id.  The 


average  price  obtained  was  90*28  per 
cent.,  and  the  loss  on  these  transactions 
£89.061  13s.  lOd. 

Indian  and  Austealiaa  Hail  Delays. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
repeated  and  snious  delays  which  occur 
in  the  delivery  of  newi^apers  and  other 
book  matter  by  the  Indian  and  Austra- 
lian mails  vi&  Brindisi,  particularly 
when  the  mail  arrives  on  Saturdays; 
whether  he  will  state  at  what  hour  the 
Indian  mail  arrived  in  L(md(m  on 
Saturday,  30th  January,  and  at  what 
hour  the  first  delivery  dl  newspapors  by 
that  mail  was  made  by  express  delivery, 
and  by  ordinary  course  of  post;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  some  of  the  newspapers 
by  that  mail  had  not  been  delivered  in 
London  by  11  o'clock  on  Monday  mOTn- 
ing,  about  thirty-eight  hours  after 
arrival ;  and  whether  arrangements  can 
be  made  to  accord  to  the  Indian  and 
Australian  mail  services  the  same 
promptitude  of  treatment  which  is  given 
to  mails  from  the  United  States. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The 
Indian  and  Australian  mail  vi&  Brindisi, 
which  had  been  somewhat  delayed  by 
bad  weather  in  the  English  C!hannel, 
reached  London  at  about  4.10  p.m.,  almost 
at  the  same  time  as  a  heavy  mail 
received  from  the  United  States  via 
Plymouth.  Ordinary  and  express 
deliveries  of  letters  were  made  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th  January,  but  it  was 
not  found  possible  to  deal  with  the 
newspapers  before  the  morning  of  Monday 
the  1st  February.  It  appears  that 
certain  newspapers,  apparently  those  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  were 
treated  in  the  ordinary  manner,  whereas 
they  should  have  been  sent  out  for 
express  delivery,  and  of  this  irregularity 
proper  notice  has  been  taken.  I  do  not 
find  that  any  were  delayed  in  delivery  by 
the  fault  of  the  Post  Office  until  11  a.m., 
but  if  the  hon.  Member  will  furnish  me 
with  particulars  of  any  papers  so  delayed, 
I  will  have  further  inquiry  made  and 
will  communicate  with  him.  The  Indian 
mail  is  dealt  with  in  London  with  the 
same  attention  to  promptitude  as  is 
bestowed  on  the  American-mails.  ■ 
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Ireland— Bodaction  on  Second-term 
Benta. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Uie  Lord- 


for  the  months  of  October,  Novembar, 
and  December  last. 

{Answered  6y  Mr.  Wyndham.)  A  Re- 
turn of  judicial  rents  fixed  by  the  Chief 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  the  percen-  JTomS  Sub  -  Commissions,  and 
tage  of  reduction  on  second-term  rents  Valuers,  during  the  three  months  ended 
bae  been  intheseveral  counties  in  Ireland  '  Slst  December,  1903,  is  appended. 


i^ovineeand 

Nnmber  of 

First  Statutory 

Second  Statntory 

Percentape  of 

County. 

Cases. 

Term  Rent 

Term  Rent. 

Redaction. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

B. 

d. 

Ulster  :— 

Aotrim   

56 

1,350 

13 

S 

1,055 

11 

0 

21-8 

Armagh   

64 

697 

11 

3 

573 

9 

0 

17-7 

Cavan   

190 

1,»47 

8 

0 

1,672 

16 

4 

19-2 

Donegal   

2 

14 

5 

0 

10 

10 

0 

26-3 

Dovrn   

232 

4,300 

9 

2 

3.346 

6 

0 

22-1 

Fermanagh  

31 

624 

12 

8 

511 

14 

6 

18-0 

Londondeny 

4 

93 

12 

0 

79 

2 

3 

15-4 

Monaghan  

140 

1,342 

10 

6 

1,181 

12 

0 

11-9 

Tyrwie   

32 

249 

4 

6 

218 

0 

0 

12-5 

Total 

691 

10,620 

6 

9 

8,549 

1 

> 

7 

19-5 

Province  and 
Ooanty. 

Number  of 
Casei. 

First  Statutory 
Term  Bent. 

Second  Statutory 
Term  Renu 

Percenta^  of 
Keductiou. 

£ 

B. 

d. 

£ 

i>. 

d. 

Leiniter : — 

Carlow   

Dnblin   

KUdare   

Kilkenny   

King's   

32 

1,370 

3 

S 

1,108 

6 

7 

15-4 

Longford   

49 

1,600 

7 

e 

1,261 

0 

0 

16-9 

Loath   

Meath   

27 

908 

7 

6 

817 

6 

10 

10-0 

Qneeo's   

4 

126 

18 

0 

107 

19 

0 

14-9 

Westnieath  

15 

667 

4 

4 

571 

17 

0 

14-2 

Wexford   

29 

562 

10 

4 

619 

7 

6 

7-6 

Wieklow   

21 

895 

14 

0 

789 

4 

0 

11-8 

Total 

177 

6.031 

5 

0 

6,225 

0  11 

13-3 

Frovinoeand 
County. 

Kumber  of 
Cases. 

First  Statutory 
Term  Kent 

Sec(Hid'  Statutory 
Term  Rent. 

Percentile  of 
Kednouon. 

£    8.  d. 

£    B.  d. 

Conaanght  '.— 

Galway   

28 

1,053  7  0 

916  17  0 

12-9 

Leitrim   

Mayo   



Rosconunon  

70 

1,141    9  7 

980   7  6 

141 

Sligo 

32 

302  18  4 

266   6  0 

12-0 

Total 

130 

2,497  14  11 

e,163  10  6 

13-3 

Z^ooqIc 
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Province  and 
County. 

Number  of 
Cases. 

First  Statutory 
Term  Kent. 

Second  Statutory 
Term  Kent. 

Percentage  of 
Reduction. 

Munster ; — 
viare         ...  ... 

Cork   

Limerick   

Tipperary   

Waterford  

ol 

142 

63 
25 
3 

£     8.  d. 

1  ^1    4  ft 

6,427  17  9 
47R  If)  n 

2,733  14  6 
1,331  19  0 
156  IS  6 

£    B.  d. 

1  1  ifl  1  q  n 
l)ilD  io  \i 

6,506   6  6 

VI  t>        U  V 

2.290  15  0 
1,123   0  6 
137  3  0 

1 A-R 
iO  o 

14-  3 
21  -7 
16-2 

15-  6 
IK'S 

Total 

295 

12.470  13  3 

10,547   4  0 

15-4 

Ireland 

1,293 

31,619  19  11 

26,484  17  0 

16-2 

Irish  National  Education— Bednction  of 
the  Average. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  accordance  with  the 
promise  made  last  session  relative  to  the 
redaction  of  the  average  to  fifty  for  an 
assistant,  he  will  direct  the  CommissionerB 
of  National  Bdncation  to  pat  Uie  new  rule 
in  force. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  No 
promise  was  giv^  fay  me  last  session 
that  the  average  required  for  assistant 
teachers  would  be  reduced  to  fifty. 
What  I  stated  was  that  a  proposal  to  this 
effect,  involving  an  additional  charge  of 
£24,000  per  annum  on  the  Estimates  for 
public  education,  had  been  niade ;  but 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment, an  addition  of  so  large  a  character 
should  be  considered  in  relation  to  all 
other  educational  demands. 

Salaries  of  Irish  Natdonal  School 
Teachers. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  can  state  the  amount  voted  for 
increase  of  Salaries  to  national  teachers, 
and  t^e  amount  actually  expended. 

{Anmered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
amount  provided  for  this  purpose  in  the 
Estimates  for  Public  Education,  Ireland, 
for  the  current  financial  year  was  £35,000, 
which  amount  has  been  expended. 

Gun  Licences  in  &elaud— Case  of  Fateick 
Keedham* 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
reason  why  Patrick  Needham,  of  Saula, 
Achill  Sound,  County  Mayo,  was  refused 
a  gun  licence. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyn^m.)  The 
question  of  tiie  issue  of  an  arms  licence 
is  one  for  tiie  consideratioa  of  the  resi- 
dent magistrate,  who  is  the  licensing 
officer  of  the  district.  It  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  invariable  practice  to  state 
the  reasons  that  actuate  the  licensing 
officer  in  declining,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
discretion,  to  grant  a  licence  in  any 
individual  case.  But  havit^  been  in- 
formed of  these  reasons  in  &e  present 
instance,  I  am  satisfied  he  exercised  his 
discretion  in  a  reasonable  manner. 

Duke  of  Tork's  School— Disposal  of  Site. 

Mr.  WHITMORE  (CheUea):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
any  decision  has  been  arrived  at  as  to 
the  disposal  of  Hke  site  ot  the  Dake  of 
Tork's  Military  School  at  Chelsea. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secrdary  Arnold- 
Forster.)  The  matter  is  still  under  the  con- 
sideration M  His  Majesty's  Govermnent. 

New  Field  Chms— Froporiiion  to  be  made 
by  Frivato  Finns- 

Mr.  J.  F.  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  state 
what  proportion  of  the  new  field  guns 
will  be  manufactured  at  the  Royal 
Arsenal  and  what  proportion  will  be 
put  out  to  tender  .b^jri^t^j^. 
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{Anmeered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forster.)  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to 
give  any  information  on  this  matter. 

Lady  Clerks  in  Grown  Agents  Offices. 

MB.HETWOOD  JOHNSTONE  (Suuaex, 
Horsham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  are  the  hours  of 
work  for  lady  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
C^own  Agents  for  the  Colonies ;  if  they  are 
compelled  to  work  overtime;  and  at 
what  rate  of  pay  or  remuneration. 

{Ansum-ed  by  Mr.  Serretary  Lyltelton.) 
The  internal  administration  of  the  office 
of  the  Crown  Agents  for  th?  Colonies  is 
entirely  in  their  hands.  They  inform  me, 
however,  that  the  hoars  of  work  for  lady 
clerks  in  their  office  are  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m., 
butylike  all  other  membersof  the  staff,  they 
are  required  to  remain  until  any  pressing 
work  is  completed  before  they  are  at  liberty 
to  leave.  The  Crown  Agents  do  not  give 
extra  pay  for  overtime  work,  but  the  fact 
that  overtime  is  often  necessary  is  taken 
into  account  in  the  amount  of  the  salaries 
which  they  give  to  their  staff.  I  may 
add  that  the  lady  clerks  in  the  Crown 
Agents*  office  receive  salaries  commencing 
at  £70  and  rising  to  £150  a  year.  They 
have  four  weeks  holiday  in  the  year,  in 
addition  to  Bank  and  other  special  holi- 
days, a  half  holiday  on  every  Saturday, 
and  a  whole  holiday  on  every  third  Satur- 
day whenever  the  state  of  business  per- 
mits. I  understand  that  these  conditions 
of  employment  compare  favourably  with 
those  which  are  in  force  in  Government 
offices,  even  when  the  fullest  allowance 
is  made  for  overtime  payments  in  the 
latter,  and  I  am  informed  that  no  com- 
plaints on  the  subject  have  reached  the 
Crown  Agents. 

Immisrantfl  into  Oanada. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
immigrants  into  Canada  for  settlement 
during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1903, 
distinguishing  between  the  various 
nationalities. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyltelton.) 
I  have  not  yet  received  the  statistics  of 
immigration  into  Canada  for  the  year 
ended  30th  June  last,  but  I  have  asked 


for  them  and  will  communicate  them 
the  hon.  Member  when  received. 


to 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Cubicles  for  Soldiers. 

Liect.  -  CoLONBL  TUFNELL  (Essex, 
S.E.):  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  barracks 
now  in  course  of  erection  on  Salisbury 
Plain  will  be  on  the  cubicle  system; 
and  whether  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  this 
system  in  the  future. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
war  (Mr.  Arnold -FoRSTER,  Belfast, 
W.) :  The  barracks  now  in  course  of 
erection  at  Tidworth  for  eight  infantry 
battalions  are  being  so  built  that  at 
any  time  if  desir?d  the  cubicle  system 
can  be  introdnced.  Experiments  are 
now  being  made,  but  no  decision  can  be 
arrived  at  until  the  present  experiments 
with  cubicle  fittings  are  concluded. 

LiEtrr.  -  Colonel  TUFNELL:  Will 
it  apply  to  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry  ? 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  can  only 
say  that  until  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ments is  ascertained  we  cannot  say 
whether  ths  system  will  be  adopted. 

Destruction  of  Military  Stores  at  Durban- 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I'b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  stores  of  ham 
and  bacon  packed  by  well-known  Britis 
and  Irish  firms  sent  out  to  South  Africa 
as  war  stores,  and  to  all  appearances 
sound  and  good,  were  burnt  at  Durban 
by  order  of  the  military  authorities;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  state  what  was  the  estimated 
cost  oi  these  stores,  and  what  was  their 
aggregate  amount ;  and  what  explanation, 
if  any,  is  there  of  the  waste  of  this  public 
property,  having  regard  to  the  severe  dis- 
tress and  scarcity  of  food  in  many  parts 
of  South  Africa. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  has  been  somewhat 
misinformed.  The  stores  of  ham  and 
bacon  destroyed  at  Durban  suffered 
through  the  deficiency  of  proper  .storage 
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consequent  on  war  conditions,  and  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion, having  become  so  corrupt  that  they 
were  a  danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  general  officer  commanding 
reported  on  the  12th  October  last  that  the 
total  then  oondouned  amounted  to 
48,413  lbs.  bacon  and  161,273  lbs.  ham. 
and  that  a  further  190,000  lbs.  bacon 
known  to  be  bad  awaited  formal  condem- 
nation. The  estimated  value  of  all  t^iese 
supplies  is  £19,000. 

Coat  of  S<Hnalilaiid  Exiwdition- 
Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  has  been  the  cost  of  the  Soma- 
liland  Expedition  during  the  present 
financial  year ;  what  was  the  original 
estimate  of  its  cost ;  and  what  is  the 
total  amount  of  money  expended  down 
to  th;  present  time. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Full  infor- 
mation on  these  points  will  be  given  on 
the  introduction  of  the  Army  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates,  and  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  good  enough  to  postpone 
his  Question  until  that  occasion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  how  much  money  has 
been  spent  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  do  not 
think  I  can. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  May  we  assnme 
thsre  will  be  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
for  this  expedition  ? 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Yes,  Sir. 

South  African  War  Correspondence. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secre  tary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  statement  of  Gleueral  Sir  William 
Butler,  E.C.B.,  in  his  evidence  before 
the  War  Commission  (vol.  ii.,  p.  74), 
that  he  was  unable  to  produce  in  its  en- 
tirety the  correspondence  which  passed 
between  the  War  Office  and  himself 
during  the  period  of  his  command,  from 
November,  1898,  till  August,  1899, 
because  he  was  recently  informed  at  the 
War  Office  that  much  of  the  confidential 
correspondence  at  that  time  had  been 


destroyed  by  order  of  the  authorities  at 
Cape  Town ;  did  the  destruction  of  tiiis 
confidential  oorre^ondence  take  place  at 
the  War  Office  or  Cape  Town;  if  it  took 
place  at  the  War  Office  waa  the  destroc- 
tion  curied  out  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  at  the  time, 
and  what  was  the  date  of  the  destruction ; 
if  it  took  place  at  Cape  Town  who  were 
the  authorities  by  whose  order  these 
documents  were  destroyed,  and  had  these 
authorities  the  sanction  of  the  War 
Office  for  that  destruction ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  gravity  of  the  de- 
struction'of  public  document^  he  has 
any,  and,  if  so,  what  expUnation  to  oifFer. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  correspondenoe 
stored  at  Cape  Town  was  destroyed  by 
order  of  the  military  authorities  tiiere  in 
consequence  oi  a  suspicion  that  the 
papers  in  question  were  contaminated  by 
plague  infection.  The  papers  in  question 
are  believed  to  have  been  among  those 
thus  destroyed.  Copies  of  all  official 
correspondence  that  passed  between  the 
War  Office  and  General  Sir  William  ♦ 
Butler  during  his  tenure  of  command  at 
the  Cape  have  been  preserved. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Were  these 
confidential  documents  destroyed  by  the 
Government  in  order  to  save  their  own 

bacon  ? 

*Mb.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order ! 
Thibet. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green.  N.  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he 
will  give  the  Return  relating  to  British 
and  Indian  Commerce  with  Thibet,  asked 
lor  in  the  Order  Papra  this  day. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Mr.  Bbodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  have  no  objection  to  giving  a 
Return  showing  the  imports  and  exports 
between  India  and  Thibet  from  1890-1  to 
19(^-3  with  such  details  as  are  possible. 

The  Return'referred  to  is  as  follows : — 

Thibet  (Trade  Statistics),— Address  for 
Return  of  Statistics  relatiI^;  to  trade 
with  Thibet  unce  the  date-of  the  signing 
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of  the  Convention  of  1890,  giving  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  quantity,  classi- 
fication, and  value  of  the  annual  exports 
from  British  India  to  Thibet  of  (a)  non- 
Indian  merchandise ;  (&)  of  Indian  mer- 
chandise ;  and  (e)  of  exports  from  Thibet 
to  British  India. 

Gh>vwnmuit  Purchase  of  South  AfHcan 
Bail  way- 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  purchase  by  the  Government 
of  the  railways  in  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony  has  been  completed ; 
and  what  is  the  total  amount  paid  for 
that  purpose  under  the  South  African 
Loan  Act  of  last  year. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Warwick  and  Leamington) :  The  pur- 
chase has  not  yet  been  completed.  The 
amount  paid  so  far  is  about  £11,000,000. 

Chinese  Labour  lu  the  Tniisvaal. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk. 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  it  is  proposed  that 
the  Chinese  labourers  imported  into  the 
Transvaal  should  be  accompanied  by 
their  wives.  May  I  also  a^  why  the 
provisions  with  regard  to  the  wives  and 
families  which  appeared  in  the  first  draft 
have  been  omitted  from  the  last  ? 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  The  Ordinance 
provides  that  the  families  of  labourers 
sh^l  be  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as 
govern  the  introduction  of  the  labourers 
themselves  and  also  for  their  prompt  re- 
patriation in  case  of  the  labourer's  death. 
Power  is  also  given  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  to  make  regulations  for  the 
introduction,  repatriation,  and  control  of 
the  families  of  labourers,  and  these  refla- 
tions will  be  subject  to  the  sanction  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  My  intention  is 
to  take  precautions  that  all  reasonable 
facilities  shall  be  given  for  the  reception 
and  accommodation  of  the  families  of 
labourers.  It  is  only  a  surmise,  but  I 
imagine  the  provisions  introduced  in  the 
first  draft  of  the  Ordinance,  and  which  I 
think  affected  Clauses  13  and  14,  have 
been  omitted  because  provisions  which 
had  been  placed  in  the  regulations 
rendered  them  surplusage. 


Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  Are  we  to  understand  that 
all  Chinese  labourers  that  go  from  China 
to  the  Transvaal  are  to  have  the  option 
of  bringing  their  families  with  them  if 
Ihey  wish  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Ualta. 

Mr.BOLAND  (Kerry,S.):  Ibegtoask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  four  general 
elections  have  taken  place  in  Malta  since 
June,  1903 ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  island,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  proposing  a 
change  in  the  constitution  to  give  more 
effective  popular  representation. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  Owing  to  the 
action  of  the  elected  members  in  resid- 
ing as  soon  as  elected  and  then  offering 
theaaselves  for  re-election,  four  so-called 
general  elections  have  taken  place  in 
Malta  since  June  1903.  The  reasons  for 
introducing  the  present  constitution  have 
been  fully  set  forth  in  the  Papers  which 
have  already  been  laid  before  Parliament, 
and  nothing  which  has  since  occurred  has 
led  me  to  think  that  any  change  of  the 
kind  suggested  is  advisable. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  How  many  more 
elections  will  be  required  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  Government  as  to  the  attitude 
of  the  people  of  Malta  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

The  West  Indian  Belief  Grants. 
Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  b^  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  whole  of  the  £250,000  voted 
on  3l8t  July,  1902,  to  assist  the  sugar 
producers  of  the  West  Indies  has  been 
distributed;  on  what  principle  the 
money  was  allotted;  and  whether  he 
will  furnish  a  Return  setting  out  the 
names  of  the  persons  or  firms  who  may 
have  received  any  portion  and  the 
amounts  albtted  to  them  respectively. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  answer  this  Question.  The 
whole  fund  except  a  few  hundreds  has 
been  distributed  amoi^  the  beneficiary 
colonies.    The  money  waa^ppliedi  to 
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cash  payments,  to  loans,  to  remission  of 
taxation,  to  improvement  of  machinery 
according  to  the  particuUir  conditions 
of  each  colony;  and  peasants'  interests 
have  been  safeguarded  as  well  as 
planters.*  Snoh  a  Retun;  w  is  asked  for 
would  not  be  possible  and  would  be 
misleading  if  it  were  possible,  but  if 
the  hon.  Member  desires  information 
in  r^ard  to  Any  particular  colony  it 
will  be  given  as  far  as  possible. 

Germany  and  Canada. 

Mr.  black  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Germany  has  offered  to  restore 
Canada  to  most-favoured -nation  treat- 
ment upon  terms  which  do  not  include 
recall  on  the  part  of  Canada  of  her 
preference  to  the  Mother  Country ;  if  he 
will  state  what  is  the  position  of  the 
negotiations  between  Germany  and 
Canada ;  through  what  medium  they  are 
being  conducted  ;  and  when  will  Papers 
be  laid. 

*The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Percy, 
Kensington,  S.) :  As  to  the  first  Question 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
Parliamentary  Paper,  "Commercial,  No. 
5,  1903,"  giving  correspondence  between 
the  British  and  German  Governments 
and  particularly  to  the  last  two  Papers. 
The  position  has  not  altered  since  then. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  is 
in  communication  with  the  Government 
of  Canada  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
There  are  no  further  Papers  which  can 
be  published  at  present. 

The  Purchase  of  Chilian  Battleships- 

Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.):Ibeg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  provide  for 
payment  of  the  two  warships  purchased 
by  Government  out  of  the  revenue  of 
the  financial  year  now  current;  and 
whether  Supplementary  Estimates  will 
be  laid. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Ghahberlaih, 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  payments  for 
the  Chilian  ships  falling  due  within  the 
current  financial  year  will  be  inserted  in 
the  Supplementary  Estimates  of  this 
year,  viz.,  £707,904,  and  the  remainder, 
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which  is  due  to  be  paid  in  August,  will  be 
provided  for  in  next  year*s  Estimates, 
viz.,  £1,167,096.  making  a  total  of 
£1,875,000. 

Tobacco  GTOwing  in  beluid. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  he  will  state  what  arrange- 
ments hare  been  made  by  the  Treasury 
for  the  encouragement  of  tobacco  growing 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  It 
has  been  decided  to  allow  the  experimental 
cultivation  of  tobacco  in  Ireland  upon  a 
connderable  scale  for  a  period  of  five 
years  under  the  supervision  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  for  Ireland  and  by  persons 
approved  by  that  Department.  A  re- 
bate of  one-third  of  the  existing  duty 
will  be  granted  on  any  tobacco  produced 
as  the  result  of  the  experiment.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  in  com- 
munication with  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  regarding  the  regulations  under 
which  the  tobacco  is  to  be  grown. 

Status  and  Duties  of  Government 
Departments. 

•Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  he  can  state  what  progress 
has  been  made  by  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  position  and  duties 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  to  report  on  the  desir- 
ability of  alterations  in  the  constitution 
and  status  of  these  offices  and  of  a  re* 
arrangement  of  duties  between  these  De- 
partments and  other  Government  Depart- 
ments ;  and  when  such  Report  is  likely 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  Members. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
note  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Hoxton 
has  a  Question  on  the  Paper  for  to-morrow 
on  the  same  subject  and  will  ask  him  to 
be  good  enough  to  consider  this  as  an  answer 
to  him  as  well.  The  Committee,  which 
originally  consisted  of  Lord  Jersey, 
(Chairman),  Sir  James  Mackay,  Sir 
Charles  Ryan,  Sir  J.  Gorst,  and  Mr.  Alfred 
Emmott,  M.F.,  was  appointed  on  the 
18th  July  last.  They  met  at  once,  and 
adjourned  pending  the  receipt  of  memo- 
randa  from        Joa^^^^gi^e  and 
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Local  Government  Board  setting*  forth 
the  history  and  duties  of  those  Depart- 
ments and  their  views  on  the  subject  of 
the  Committee's  reference.  The  Com- 
mittee resumed  their  sittings  last  week, 
Sir  G.  Ryder  having  been  added  in  place 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Cambridge  University  who  had  re- 
signed. I  am  unable  to  name  a  date  for 
the  completion  of  their  inquiry,  but  I  am 
aware  that  the  chairman  is  anxious  to 
proceed  with  it  as  rapidly  as  possible, 

*Me.  D.  a.  THOMAS:  Do  I  under- 
stand that  no  meeting  of  the  Committee 
was  held  for  six  months  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes, 
Sir.  The  Committee  met  immedirttely 
on  its  appointment  and  then  adjourned 
in  order  to  obtain  certain  information 
from  the  two  Departments  concerned. 
That  information  has  only  been  supplied 
by  one  of  the  Departments  within  the 
last  three  or  four  weeks  and  the  Com- 
mittee met  i^ain  as  soon  as  it  got  it. 

*Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  In  which  De- 
partment was  it  that  the  delay  in  replying 
occurred? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Local  Government  Board.  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge  or  inform'ation  as  to 
the  reasonableness  of  the  time  taken. 

Welsh  Smokeless  Ooal. 

Sir  lees  KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  what  is  the  total 
area  in  South  Wales  of  the  smokeless 
Bemi-bitominous  coalfield;  what  is  the 
estimated  quantity  in  that  area  of  un- 
worked  smokeless  coal,  such  as  is  suitable 
for  naval  as  distinguished  from  ordinary 
steam  purpcees  ;  and  what  was  the  total 
amount  of  such  coal  exported  to  foreign 
countries  from  Newport,  Swansea,  and 
Cardiff  in  1903. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
FHE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akebs  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) : 
I  am  afraid  the  information  in 
my  possession  does  not  enable  me 
to  answer  the  Question  adequately.  As 


regards  the  first  two  paragraphs,  I  can 
only  say  that  the  whole  matter  of  coal 
supplies  in  South  Wales  will  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission which  is  now  sitting.  As  regards 
the  last  paragraph,  I  am  informed  by  the 
Board  of  Customs  that  the  total  amount 
of  steam  coal  ezpOTted  from  Newport, 
Swansen,  and  Cardiff  in  1903  was 
18,427,574  tons,  but  they  are  unable  to 
distinguish  in  this  amount  between 
the  different  classes  of  coal  indicated  by 
the  hon.  Baronet. 

Sir  lees  ENOWLES  :  Is  it  the  fact 

that  the  agents  of  the  Admiralty  at  the 
present  time  are  unable  to  obtain  at 
Cardiff   what  are  known  as    "  spot " 

cargoes  ? 

*Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  No,  Sir. 

MR.COGHILL(Stoke-upon-Trent):  Will 
the  Government  take  steps  to  acquire 
these  stocks  of  coal  for  this  country  1 

*Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  I  must  ask 
for  notice  of  that. 

Sir  lees  KNOWLES  :  May  I  ask 
whether,  in  view  of  the  urgency  of  the 
question,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
ask  the  Commission  to  make  an  interim 
Report  1 

*Mb.  AEKRS-DOUGLAS  :  I  do  not 
think  I  can  do  that. 

Sir  LEES  KNOWLES  :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  on  an  early  date  I  will  move 
that  it  is  desirable  that  the  Government 
shonld  make  early  provision  to  ensure 
an  adequate  supply  of  smokeless  steam 
coal  for  naval  purposes  in  future  years. 

Servants'  Registry  Offices. 
Mr.  BOLAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  tiie 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  intends  to  introduce 
any  legislation  with  a  view  to  r^^lating 
rates  charged  to  applicants  for  employ- 
ment  through  servants'  registry  offices. 

*Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  No,  Sir.  I 
have  no  information  before  me  on  which 
I  feel  called  upon  to  contemplate  such 
legislation.  ^  . 
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Board  of  Trade  and  Bailway  Blanagement. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
RushclifEe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will  state 
the  steps  which  have  been  taken  by  hisDe- 
partment  since  March,  1903,  to  carry  out 
the  Railway  Employment  (Prevention  of 
Accidents)  Act,  19CK),  particularly  as  to 
the  making  of  rules  under  Section  1,  the 
inspection  of  railways  under  Section  13, 
and  the  making  of  inquiries  and  experi- 
;nent8  under  Section  16. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :    As  the  hon.  Member  is  aware, 
the  B<nrd  of  Trade  put  forward  an 
amended  rale  under  Section  1  the 
Act  respacting  the  provision  of  either- 
side  brake  levers  on  goods  wagons,  such 
rule  being  drawn  on  lines  indicated  by 
the  CTourt  of  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Commission   when   this  subject  was 
previously  before  the  court.  Certain 
objections  were  made  to  this  amended 
rale  by  railway  companies  and  were 
referred  to  the  court.    These  objections 
were  heard  by  the  court  in  July  last, 
but  the  hearing  was  adjourned  in  order 
that  experiments  might  be  conducted  on 
certain  forms  of  brake  with  r^ard  to 
which  evidence  had  been  given.  The 
Board  are  also  proposing  a  rale  to  meet 
an  application  by  the  TaS  Vale  Railway 
Company  for  an  exemption  of  certain 
trains  from  the  operation  of  No.  8  of  the 
rules^  made  in  1902.    The  application 
was  not  in  the  first  instance  entertained 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  the  Com- 
missioners   to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  decided 
that  in   the  particular  circumstances 
some  exemption  was  reasonable.  Since 
I  replied  to  a  Question  by  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  25th  March  last  yearf, 
sixty-eight  additional  inspections  have  j 
been  ordered  of  stations  and  sidings  in 
connection  with  either  the  lighting  there-  j 
of  or  the  operations  of  propping  and  tow-  ' 
n^ing.   The  reports  of  the  inspecting ' 
cheers  on  thirty -five  of  these  cases  have  i 
been  received,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  I 
to  say  that  so  far  the  railway  companies  ' 
seem  generally  willing  to  carry  out  any  I 
improvements  the  Board's  officers  have  ' 
thought  necessary.    Arrangements  are 

fSee  (4)  Debatet,  cxx.,  176.  i 


being  made  for  the  experiments  to  which 
I  have  already  referred  on  particular 
forms  of  either-side  brakes  and  I  hope 
they  will  shortly  be  carried  oat. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS:  Are  any  experi- 
ments contemplated  in  regard  to  auto- 
matic couplings  ? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  None 
have  been  undertaken,  and  none  are  in 
immediate  contemplation. 

The  Fiscal  Inaoiry. 
Mr.  black  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  inquiry 
undertaken  by  the  Government  as  to  our 
fiscal  policy  is  now  concluded;  and 
whether  all  the  documents  and  statistics 
laid  before  the  Government  have  been 
published. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  As  I 
stated  in  reply  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  toi  East  Somerset  on  Thurs- 
day last,  t  inqairies  are  continaally  in 

Erogress  by  the  Commercial,  Labour,  and 
tatistical  Departments  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  with  a  view  to  supplement  and 
complete  the  information  contained  in 
the  Blue-book  (Cd.  1761).  Some  of  the 
information  procured  is  of  a  confidential 
character  and  could  not  be  published, 
but  the  question  of  pubUshii^  other 
parts  of  the  material — ^which  ib  being  got 
t<^ether — will  be  considered  at  a  later 
stage. 

Mr.  BLACK :  May  I  ask  when  the 
Prime  Minister's  pjtmphlet,  advocating 
the  taxation  of  food,  will  be  circulated. 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

*Mb.  RBA  (Gloucester) :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  cause  to  be  reproduced 
and  published  the  charts  prepared  by  his 
Department  for  the  St.  LouisExhibttion. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  cannot 
give  a  definite  answer  at  the  present 
moment,  but,  if  it  is  found  to  be  possible, 
it  will  be  done. 

Goal  Export  Da^. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what 
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steps  ate  taken  by  the  Customs  authori- 
ties to  check  the  accuracy  of  the  declared 
values  of  coal  furnished  by  exporters  at 
Gaidifi  and  other  South  Wales  ports ; 
if  he  hMany  official  ioformaticn  tending 
to  throw  doubts  on  the  sabetantial  cor- 
reotaesB  of  the  values  of  coat  given  in  the 
moatlUy  Trade  Returns ;  and  whether  it 
h  as  recently  been  found  necessary  in  any 
case  to  enforce  the  penalties  provided  for 
in  Clausea  110  and  168  of  the  Customs 
Consolidation  Act>  1876. 

Mb.  OBBALD  BALFOUR :  The  Board 
of  Customs  inform  me  that  as  regards 
all  coal  on  which  rebate  of  duty  is 
claimed,  on  the  ground  that  the  value 
did  not  exceed  six  shillings  the  ton,  they 
require  statutory  declarations  and  in- 
voices, in  proof  of  value,  and  if  neces- 
sary the  erporter  is  called  upon  for 
an  explanation,  and  required  to  amend 
the  entry.  As  regards  other  coal,  in- 
qmries  are  made  and  invoices  called  for 
if  there  appears  to  be  any  reason  to  doabt 
the  accuracy  of  the  declared  values.  The 
answer  to  the  second  part  of  Question  is 
in  the  n^ative.  The  Board  of  Customs 
have  not,  so  far,  had  occasion  to  enforce 
the  full  penalty  provided  for  by  Section 
168  of  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act, 
1876,  in  connection  with  erroneous  de- 
clarations as  to  tlw  value  of  coal  exported, 
but  fines  have  in  some  cases  been  inflicted 
on  offenders.  Section  110  of  the  Customs 
Consolidation  Act,  1876,  has  been  re- 
pealed, and  Section  11  of  the  Act,  44 
Vict.,  Cap.  12,  which  replaced  it,  is  not 
applicable  to  coal. 

Bnusds  (togar  Oonvenldon. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  having  regard  to 
the  undertaking  of  the  Government  given 
on  the  5th  August,  1903,  that  if  the  Com- 
mission set  up  under  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convwtion  should  dedde  that  sugared 
goods  were  not  to  be  treated  on  the  same 
basis  as  sugar  by  the  contacting  parties, 
steps  would  immediately  be  taken  by 
the  Government  on  behalf  of  the  manu- 
facturers in  this  country;  and,  seeing 
that  this  eventuality  has  now  arisen, 
whether  he  will  state  what  steps  the 
Government  propose  to  take. 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
nndcfftaking  given  on  the  date  referred 


to  is  not  correctly  described  in  the 
Question.  The  statements  made  by  the 
then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
by  myself  were  to  the  effect  that  if  and 
when  the  necessity  should  arise  ttie 
Government  would  take  precautions  to 
prevent  our  manufacturers  from  being 
injured  by  the  unfair  competition  of 
imported  si^ared  products  enjoying  a 
bounty,  or  made  with  bountied  sugar. 
To  that  pledge  we  adhere,  but  up  to 
the  present  we  are  not  aware  that  any 
appreciable  quantity  of  sugared  goods 
enjoying  advantages  of  this  nature  are 
being  imported  into  this  country  to  the 
detriment  of  our  manufacturers. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  But  has  not  the  Sugar 
Commission  given  an  exactly  opposite 
decision  to  that  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ?  Has  he  received  any  com- 
plaints from  sugar  manufacturers  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  think 
the  discrepancy  to  which  the  hon. 
M^ber  refers  is  in  relation  to  the 
surtax.  It  was  certainly  understood 
that  there  should  not  be  a  larger  surtax 
on  sugared  goods  than  on  sugar,  but 
the  Commission  has  decided  in  an 
opposite  sense. 

Amendment  of  the  Oompanies  Act 

Major  EVANS-GORDON  (Tower 
Hamlets.  Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
evasions  of  the  Companies  Act  of  1900, 
disclosed  in  the  last  Report  of  the  In- 
spector-General, in  companies  liquida- 
tion ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  steps  to  prevent  the  fiurther  issue  in 
this  country  of  oompanies  without  pros- 
pectus, by  which  expedient  the  revenue 
and  the  public  are  defrauded. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  A  Bill 
amending  the  Companies  Act,  1900,  in  this 
and  some  other  respects  is  in  course  of 
preparation. 

London  Tube  Railways. 

Sip  THOMAS  DEWAB  (Tower  Hamlets 
St  George's) :  I  beg  to  arfc  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the  Tube 
Railways  have  been  subjected  to  inspec- 
tion by  the  Board  of  Trade  within  the 
last  few  months ;  and  is  he  in  a  position 
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to  state  that  all  reasonable  precautions 
have  been  taken  calculated  to  reduce  to  a 
minimum  all  risk  of  disasters  similar  to 
those  which  occurred  in  the  Paris  tubes. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALPOUB :  The  pre- 
cautions which  are  or  might  be  taken 
against  the  risk  of  fire  were  discussed 
last  autumn  between  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  those  of  the  several 
Tube  Railways  open  for  traffic  or  in  course 
of  construction.  The  Board's  Chief  In- 
specting Officer  of  Railways  and  theit 
Electrical  Adviser  subsequently  drew  up 
a  list  of  recommendations  on  which  the 
observations  of  the  companies  were  in- 
vited. The  repliesare  not  yet  complete, 
but  although  there  may  be  differences  of 
opinion  on  some  matters  of  detail,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  views  of 
theDepartment,so  far  as  not  already  met, 
will  in  the  main  be  given  effect  to.  When 
finally  settled,  these  recorotnendationa 
will  be  imposed  as  requirements  so  far  as 
the  powers  of  the  Board  extend. 

London  Telephone  System. 

Sir  THOMAS  DEWAR :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will  state 
what  progress  has  been  made  with  tlie 
London  telephone  syston,  and  how  much 
of  the  money  provided  for  the  service  has 
been  expended. 

The  postmaster-general  (Lord 
Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) : 
Nine  post  office  telephone  exchanges  have 
been  opened  in  the  L(mdon  area,  und 
three  others  are  in  coarse  of  construc- 
tion. On  the  4th  inst.,  15,020  telephones 
were  working  in  connection  with  these 
exchanges.  The  expenditure  for  the 
working  lines,  and  for  a  large  amount  of 
general  construction  available  for  the 
further  development  of  the  system  and 
the  establishment  of  additional  ex- 
changes, amounted,  on  the  30th  Novem- 
ber, to  £1,441,775.  Parliament,  when 
providing  money  for  telephtme  capital 
expenditure,  did  not  allot  a  defined 
portion  of  that  money  to  expenditure  in 
London;  but  I  may  mention  that  the 
sums  provided  for  such  expenditure  in 
general  will  be  exhausted  by  the  end  of 
the  present  financial  year,  and  that  I 
propose  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  provide 


further  moneys  for  the  extenrion  of  t^e 

telephone  system. 

American  Hail  Bontes. 

Mb.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
American  mails  delivered  vid  Portsmouth 
take  a  longer  time  for  delivery,  eapecially 
in  the  commercial  centres  in  the  North  of 
England  and  Scotland,  than  the  mails 
carried  vid  Queenstown  and  Dublin,  he 
will  arrange  in  future  to  continue  the 
route  most  suitable  to  public  ccmvenience. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  United  States 
Post  Office  makes  its  own  arrangements 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  which  it 
sends  to  this  country,  and  I  have,  I  am 
afraid,,  no  control  over  its  action. 

H.P,'b  and  Vke  Teleidione. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Poet- 
master-General  whether  he  will  state 
on  what  grounds  a  charge  of  twopence 
is  made  to  Members  of  this  House  for 
the  nse  of  a  telephone  which  the  Post 
Office  has  erected  in  one  of  the  rooms 
of  this  House,  while  no  charge  is  made 
to  Members  for  the  use  of  the  Telephone 
Company's  instruments;  and  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  remove  this 
charge. 

Lord  STANLEY:  Twopence  is  the 
ordinary  charge  for  the  use  of  the  tele- 
phone at  a  pnolic  call  office  in  London, 
but  circumstances  in  the  case  of  tele- 
phones supplied  in  the  precincts  of  this 
House  are  special,  and  I  have  decided 
that  in  future  no  charge  shall  be  made 
to  Members  for  their  use. 

The  Ohrist'B  Hospital  Site- 

Sir  JOSEPH  DIMSD ALE  (London):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  -  Geneial, 
whether  in  the  contemplated  acqnintion 
by  ^e  Government  of  the  site  of  Christ's 
Hospital,  the  purt^ase  will  be  subject  to 
the  arrangement  agreed  to  between  the 
Corporation  of  London  and  the  Governors 
of  Christ's  Hospital  for  making  a  street 
fifty  feet  wide  between  Giltspur  Street 
and  King  Edward  Street  and  for  the 
widening  of  the  latter  thoroughfare. 
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Lord  STANLEY :  The  acquisition  of 
the  site  of  Christ's  H'o^ital  will  not  be 
subject  to  any  arrangement  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  street,  since  any  such 
scheme  would  render  the  property  en- 
tirely ansuitable  tor  the  purpose  ioi 
which  it  is  reqaired  by  the  Post  Office ; 
bat  a  strip  <A  land  is  left  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Goremom  of  C!hriBt*8  Hospital 
with  a  view  to  the  widening  of  King 
Edward  Street. 

SiB  JOSEPH  DIIISDALE  asked  if  the 
noble  Lord  was  aware  that  months  before 
tiie  Gh>Temment  entered  into  ocHnmonica* 
tion  with  the  Governors  of  Christ's 
Hospital  a  site  had  been  proposed  to  the 
Corporation  of  London  for  a  new  street 
and  tiie  widening  <d  another  steeet. 

*Hb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  Order!  The 
hon.    Oentlonan  is  now  arguing  the 

Question. 

Tay  Fisheries. 

Sib  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  a 
report  has  been  made  to  the  ^shery 
Board  for  Scotland  on  the  dispute  between 
the  drift  and  bag-net  fishers  on  the  Tay ; 
and  whether  publicity  will  be  given  to  it 
for  the  information  of  the  disputants. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Soott 
DicKSOH,  Glasgow,  Bridgton) :  No  report 
has  yet  been  received  by  the  Fishery 
Board  for  Scotland  regarding  l^e  dispute 
between  the  drift  an^  bag-net  fishers  in 
the  Tay. 

Geological  Surreys  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Education  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  rock  survey  of 
England  is  completed  and  the  soil  or 
drm  survey  is  now  being  oarried  oa  to 
completion  on  six-inch  maps  kept  in  the 
Geol(^;ical  Survey  Office,  he  will  state 
whether  in  Ireland  the  rock  survey  is 
finished  and  whether  the  drift  or  soil  sur- 
vey is  being  carried  on ;  and  whether  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  transfer- 
ring the  work  of  the  Geological  Survey  of 
Ireland  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
in  Irdand,  and  of  publishing  maps  in  tkt 
annual  leporta  showing  the  progress 
made. 

VOL.  CXXIX.  [FoxmxH  Skribs.] 


*Thk  PARLUMENTART  SECRE- 
TARY to  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Sir  WiLUAH  Anson,  Oxford  University) : 
The  survey  of  tiie  solid  geolc^  of  Eng- 
land has  not  been  CfHU^Ieted,  but  to^e^er 
with  the  drift  survey  is  being  earned  on 
cn  the  basis  at  six  inches  to  the  mile  on 
maps  published  since  the  primary  geolo- 
gies 1  survey  was  undertaken.  The 
survey  of  the  solid  geolc^  of  Ireland 
was  completed  in  1837,  and  has  been 
revised  as  materials  became  available. 
The  drift  survey,  which  must  not  be 
confused  wit^  a  soil  survey,  continuea 
to  be  oarried  on.  The  Board  are  con- 
sidering  the  future  relations  at  the  wovk. 
of  the  Geological  Survey  in  Ireland  to  ^e 
allied  economic  inquiries  conducted  by 
the  Department  of  i^ioulture  and  Tech- 
nical uutruction  for  Ireland,  and  ho[)e 
shortly  to  be  in  a  position  to  communi- 
cate with  that  Department  on  the  subject. 
Maps  showing  the  progress  made  are  pub- 
lished with  the  Report  of  1902 ;  details  of 
the  progress  are  tiiere  given  in  the  text. 
Fuller  details  are  being  prepared  for  the 
maps  in  the  forthcoming  Report. 

Bailwa73at«8  In  Ireland. 

Mb.  BOLAND  :  Ibeg  toaak  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lcnd-Lieutmant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
dissatisfactioit  prevails  amongst  farmers 
and  others  in  South  Kerry  who  undertook 
experiments  in  the  growing  of  early 
potatoes  last  year  because  of  the  failure 
at  the  Congested  Distzicts  Board  to 
secure  bam  tSie  railway  company  a 
reduction  of  frei^t ;  and  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  seonre  a  redaction  m 
the  coming  season,  and  to  advertise  it 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  engaged 
in  tikis  industry. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wtndham,  Dover) :  The 
agricultural  work  of  the  Congested 
Distxicts  Board  has  lately  been  transferred 
to  the  Department  ol  Agriculture.  The 
Department  has  taken  steps  to  secure 
reduced  rates  for  the  carriage  of  early 
potatoes  grown  in  connection  with  its 
experiments,  and  steps  will  be  taken  to 
give  publicity  to  the  reduced  rates  that 
Doay  be  secured. 
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BnlwidlMd  Ooach  and  Steamer  Serrices, 
InUnd. 

fibt.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Seoretaiy  to  the 
Lcffd-Lieutenant    of   IreUad    if  the 

Government  intend  to  withdraw  the 
Bubsidy  granted  in  connection  with  the 
tourist  routes  via  Eilrush  and  Tarbert 
and  via  Kilmsh  and  Foynes  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  this  intention  may  be  recon- 
sidered in  the  interest  of  tiie  districts 
named. 

Mb.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  At  the  same 
time  may  I  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Qovernment  will  continue  the  subsidy 
granted  to  ooach  and  steamer  services  in 
the  West  of  Ireland  so  that  tourists  will 
be  able  to  avaU  themselTes  of  those 
routes. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM:  The  two  ooach 
services  between  Listowel  and  Tarbert, 
and  Ennistymon  and  Ballyvaughan,  and 
the  steamer  service  between  Tarbert  and 
Eilrush  were  experimentally  established 
and  subsidised  under  the  Railways  Act, 
1896.  These  services  bave  now  been 
worked  for  nearly  seven  years,  and  I 
regret  to  say  that  the  result  of  the 
experiment,  financially,  has  been  unsatis- 
factory. A  considerable  loss  has  been 
experienced  on  each  service,  and  from  the 
three  services  the  total  receipts  have  been 
less  than  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  expendi- 
ture. Under  the  circumstances,  and 
having  regard  to  the  small  unexpended 
balance  of  money  available  unctor  the 
Act  of  1896,  notice  has  been  given  to 
terminate  the  existing  contracts  xtn  the 
31st  May  next. 

Lrtttr  (KttRT)  National  SdwdL 

BiB.  BOLAND :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Seoretaiy  to  the  Lrad-Lieatenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  National  Board  of 
Education  has  finally  decided  on  the 
plans  for  new  schools ;  and  whether  the 
necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to  facilitate 
the  immediate  erection  of  a  school  at 
Lettir,  Qlenbeigh,  County  Kerry. 

BiB.  WTNDHAM :  The  applicant  for  a 
grant  to  bmld  the  school  at  Lettir  has 
elected  to  wait  until  the  new  plans  have 
been  sanctioned.  In  respect  to  the 
general  question,  the  Irish  (Government  is 


in  communication  with  the  l^easury, 
and  I  hope  sh<Htly  to  be  in  a  position  to 
make  an  annooncentent  oa  the  subject. 

Land  Pnrehase  Aet-Pnblic  Trostw. 

Mr,  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  the  name  of 
the  public  trustee  appointed  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  of  last  session,  and 
the  salary  attached  to  the  oShee  ;  what 
his  previous  onployment  was;  and 
whether  he  has  any  official  address  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  Mr.  Arthur  McClin- 
tock,  whose  appointment  was  published 
in  the  Press  on  the  9th  October  last. 
His  salary  is  at  the  rate  of  £1,200  a  year. 
For  twelve  years  he  occupied  the  position 
of  land  agent,  and  previously  to  that  he 
was  employed  under  the  Arrears  <^  Bent 
Act,  1882.  His  official  address  in  Dublin 
is  25,  Upper  Hcirion  Street. 

|Gllanua^i|LandBDiqmt6.B  3  BB 

^Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  case  et  John 
Kenny,  tenant  to  a  middle  landlord, 
living  at  Glannagh,  county  Longford, 
who  is  willing  to  sell  his  holding  to  him, 
but  cannot  do  so  in  consequence  of  the 
attitude  of  the  head  landlord ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  direct  the  Estate  Commiscdtmers 
in  this  case  to  purchase  the  holding  with 
a  view  to  resale  to  the  tenant. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  A  letter  has  been 
sent  to  the  hon.  Hraaber  saying  there  is 
a  difficulty  in  identifying  the  case  to 
which  he  refers,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  name  of  the  middle  landlord  is  not 
given.  I  have  also  told  him  that  if  he  will 
communicate  the  name  to  me,  I  will 
be  happy  to  make  further  inquiry. 

Longford  Orimes  Act  Prosecution. 
Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  £6  odd  claimed 
by  the  In8peot<»-Oeneral  of  Police  for 
an  eztxa  police  bnoe  in  County  LongfOTd, 
in  connection  with  a  Crimes  Act  proseou- 
tion  there  in  the  month  of  October,  1902, 
has  been  abandoned ;  and,  if  not.  will  he 
now  direct  that  it  be  struck  out. 
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BfR.  WYNDHAM :  The  county  council 
objected  to  make  this  payment  under  a 
misappreheneion  of  the  requirements  o{ 
the  law,  which  were  explained  to  the 
connoil  cm  the  4th  inst.  The  claim  will 
not  be  abandoned. 

Hb.  J.  P.  FASRELL:  Then  ia  it  in- 
tended to  exact  the  £5  from  the  ooimty 
coimoil  % 

Mit.WYNBHAH:  Yes,  Sir. 

Longford  Police  Barracks  Lock-up. 

H&.  J.  P.  FABRELL :  Ibegtoaskthe 
CSiief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lientenant  of 
Ireland  whether  hie  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the 
lock-up  for  untried  prisoners  under 
temporary  arrest  in  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  Barracks,  Longford ;  and, 
whetha*  seeing  that  in  consequence  of 
cold  and  dampness  seTeral  deaths  have 
ocoaned  in  conseqaence  of  detention  in 
this  look-up,  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  with  a  view  to  putting  these  cells 
into  sanitary  order  and  comfort,  so  that 
prisoners  can  be  detained  without  danger 
to  their  health  or  life. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  informed 
that  no  deaths  have  occurred  attributable 
to  the  condition  <^  this  look-up.  The 
building  is  detached  jErom  t^e  police 
barrack  and  in  this  respect  is  incon- 
veniently placed.  I  am  making  inquiry 
into  its  general  condition  and  will  com- 
municate the  result  of  my  inquiries  to 
the  hm.  Member. 

Irish  Land  Purchase— Futnre 
Tenants- 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  there  are  on  estates  in  Ireland 
numbers  of  tenants  who  under  pressure 
of  eviction  and  from  other  causes  have 
been  forced  into  the  position  of  future 
tenants  on  the  landlords*  terms ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  the  cases  of  such  will  be  con- 
sidered in  any  amending  Bill  to  the  Irish 
Land  Act  of  1903  which  may  be 
introduced. 

'  Mb.  WYNDHAM:  There  is  nothing  in 
the  Act  of  last  year  to  debar  futnre 


tenants  from  purchamng.  They  can 
purchase  under  Clause  1  (2). 

Owenmore  Bivar  Floods. 

M&.  O'DOWD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  owing 
to  the  periodical  flooding  of  tiie  Owen- 
more  River,  in  the  coqnty  c&  Sligo* 
quantities  of  hay  and  other  feeding  sti^s 
are  annually  destroyed  ;  whether  he  has 
received  any  report  as  to  the  effect  of 
last  year's  flood,  by  which  poor  people 
have  been  ruined ;  and  whether,  in  re- 
sponse to  resolutions  of  the  county 
council  and  otiier  public  bodies  in  Sligo, 
steps  will  be  taken  by  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment or  the  Department  of  Agrionltnre 
to  have  this  river  drained. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Department 
of  Agriculture  will  cause  an  inspection 
of  this  district  to  be  carried  out  at  an 
early  date,  with  a  view  to  determine 
what  acti(m  it  is  practicable  to  take. 

Labourers'  Cottages  in  Ireland. 

35  Mr.  O'SHAUGHNBSSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
will  grant  the  Return  standing  on  to- 
day's Notice  Paper  relating  to  Labourers* 
Cottages  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  the  Return 
will  be  granted. 

The  Returtf  referred  to  is  as  follows  :— 

Return  showing  the  number  of  cot- 
t^es  applied  for  in  every  Foot  Law 
Union  in  Ireland  under  the  latest 
completed  scheme  in  connection  with 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  together 
with  the  number  of  applications  for 
extra  half  acres  to  Cottages  already 
built  under  the  Acts  under  said  scheme ; 
how  many  of  these  applications  for 
Cottages  and  extra  half  acres  were 
sanctioned ;  the  amount  of  expenses  con- 
nected with  snch  scheme  ;  and  in  what 
way  applied. 

Onsaek  Estate- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
application  is  being  made  to  Mr.  Justice 
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B08B  to  admit  as  tenants  on  the  Cusack 

Estate  for  the  purpoee  of  sale  a  number 
of  large  farmers  and  planters  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  evicted  tenants  or  their 
r^resentativee  residing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  estate ;  and  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  offer  any  auggestioi  to  the 
Estate  Commisnfmers  to  purchase  tiiis 
estate  with  a  view  to  re-sale  to  the 
former  tenants  m  their  descendants. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  application 
referred  to  comes  on  before  Jui^e  Ross 
to-day.  The  procedure  in  respect  of 
estates  for  the  sale  of  which  an  absolute 
order  has  been  made  is,  so  far  as  the 
Estate  Commissioners  are  concerned, 
laid  down  in  Section  7. 

Mp.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  take  any  action 
such  as  he  Uxk  last  year  t 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  section  of  the  Act 
which  shows  that  the  Estates  Commis- 
sitmers  can  only  take  action  aa  infcvma- 
tion  being  laid. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  But  cannot  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intervrae.  It 
would  be  much  more  effective. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  cannot  undertake 
to  do  the  work  of  the  Judges  or  of  the 
Estate  Commissioners. 

BeekeepingpngrreUnd. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney -General  for  Ireland  whethn 
any  at^s  will  be  taken  in  the  present 
sessioi  to  frame  a  l^iaUtive  measure 
with  a  view  to  stamping  oat  the  disease 
of  foul  brood  amongst  bees  in  Ireland. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  A  scheme  has  recently  been  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
enablix^;  local  authorities  to  arrange  for 
the  treatment  of  bees  infected  with  this 
disease.  The  scheme  also  provides  toe 
their  destruction,  with  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  and  for  the  payment  of  compen- 
sation to  the  latter.  The  question  as  to 
the  necessity  for  legislative  action  can 
best  be  decided  when  the  scheme  has  been 
in  operation  for  a  sufficient  time. 


Iiiih  lUffirtnaj. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
Ur.  Attorney  -  General  lor  Ireland 
whether  persons  reconmiended  lor  the 
commission  of  the  peace  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  are  entitled 
thereby  to  be  appointed  to  tite 
tracy,  0£  whether,  in  case  ol  conviotion 
involving  fine  or  impriwrnment  for  any 
c&enw  rae  Lord  Chancellor  is  entitled  to 
refuse  the  appointment  tiiough  ao  recom- 
mended. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. It  is  always  competent  to  the 
Lord  Cbanoellw  to  refuse  to  appoint  a 
person  to  the  oommisnon  ol  ute  peace 
under  any  circumstances.  I  cannot  reply 
to  the  second  part  of  the  Question  speomc- 
ally,  widiout  being  informed  oi  the 
natttie  of  the  offence  referred  to. 

BfB.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  If  I  bring  con- 
crete cases  before  the  right  hon.  Gentie* 
man  will  he  take  action. 

Mb.  ATKINSON:  I  shall  be  happy  to 
answer  any  Question  I  can. 

Belfast  Post  Office — Oonnter  Losses- 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast.  S.)  :Ibegtoaakthe 
Postmaster-G^eral  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived official  rqiorta  showing  that  the 
sums  lost  at  the  mtmey  order  oonntery 
Belfast,  were  actually  passed  over  the 
counter  to  the  public,  and  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  show  that  this  waa 
the  case ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  for  the  two  years  from  Ist 
January.  1902,  to  31st  December,  1903.  the 
sum  ol  £70  18b.  8d.  was  lost  at  the 
money  order  counter,  Belfast,  he  will 
state  what  stents  he  proposes  taking  to 
safeguard  the  mtwests  of  counter  clerks 
in  future. 

LoBD  STANLEY  :  I  have  not  received 
any  reports  of  the  kind  indicated  by 
the  hon.  Memb^  and  I  am  informed  that 
no  such  reports  have  been  made.  The 
actual  amount  (d  the  deficiencies  noted 
in  the  cash  at  the  money  order  counter 
during  the  two  years  ended  the  31st  of 
December  last  was  £63  12s.  9d.  and  thia 
was  among  twenty-seven  officers  who 
performed  duty  at  the  money  order 
counter  daring  that  n^od.   In  some 
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cues  it  wu  afterwards  found  that  the 
apparent  deficiency  was  due  to  errors 
made  by  the  officers  in  their  accounts, 
and  in  consequence  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  above-moationed  sum 
was  retained  to  the  officers  concerned. 
The  conditions  under  which  the  officers 
■woA  at  tiie  pobtio  counter  at  Belfast 
are  considerea  satisfactory  and  the  Post- 
master of  Bdfast  informs  me  that  no 
c<Hnplaints  on  the  sdbjeot  have  been 
made  by  the  stafi. 

Xilrnsh  ud  the  OuwUan  KaU  Serrice- 
Mb.  WILLIAH  REDMOND :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Oovernment,  in  connection 
with  the  new  Canadian  mail  service,  will 
carefully  consider  the  claims  oi  Kilrush, 
ooonty  Olarci  as  a  Tpcxt  of  call. 

LoBD  STANLBT :  The  question  is  one 
which  concerns  the  Post  Office.  The 
hon.  Member  may  rest  assured  that  in 

any  negotiation  respecting  the  Canadian 
mail  service,  any  advantages  which 
Eilrush  may  possess  as  a  port  of  call  will 
not  be  lost  sight  of. 

Port  of  London  Bill. 
Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  it  is 
intended  to  proceed  wit^  the  Port  of 
London  Bill. 

*M«.  AEERS  DOUGLAS :  I  under- 
stand that  my  right  hon.  friend  hopes  to 
pioeeed  with  the  Bill  as  soon  as  public 
business  permits. 

SiE  F.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  Is  it  iotended  to  proceed 
with  it  before  Easter  ? 

*Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  That  de- 
pends on  tiie  state  of  public  bnuness. 

Sib  F.  DIXON  HARTLAND  :  Will 
fall  notice  be  given  1 

*Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  Yes,  Sir. 

Town  Hcldings  Oommittee- 

Mb.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lwd  of  thej  Treasury  whether  he  will 
conuder  the  advisability  of  reappointing 
a  Town  Holdings  Committee  to  connder 


and  report  upon  the  existing  terminable 
leasehold  system  and  the  taxation  of 
land  values. 

•Mb.  AEBRS  DOUGLAS :  I  can  only 
repeat  the  reply  which  the  Prime  IGnister 
gave  in  July  f  last  to  this  Question — yix., 
that,  while  he  does  not  underrate  the 
importance  of  the  question,  he  is  not  pre- 
pared to  recommend  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee.  I  am  aware  of  nothing 
that  has  once  occurred  to  alter  ^t 
view. 


RUSSIA  AND  JAPAN. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gkntleman  the  Home  Secretary 
whether  the  Government  can  communi- 
cate any  information  to  the  House  as  to 
the  leUtions  between  Russia  and  Japan  ? 

*Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  ;  We  have 
been  officially  informed  that  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  Governments  of 
Russia  and  Japan  have  been  broken  off. 
As  to  the  detuhi  I  can  add  nothing  to 
the  information  which  appears  in  this 
connection  in  tike  public  Press  this 
morning. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Home  Secretary  if 
His  Sfajesty's  Government  have  issued 
instructions  to  the  authorities  of  British 
ports  and  coaling  stations  abroad  pre- 
scribing to  them  their  conduct  in  the 
event  of  war  towards  belligerent  ships  of 
war.  Will  such  ships  of  war  only  be 
permitted  in  such  ports  to  be  supplied 
with  so  much  coal  as  will  suffice  to  take 
them  to  the  nearest  port  of  their  own 
country  and  no  more ;  will  they  be  pro- 
hibited from  receiving  any  further  aupply 
of  coal  in  any  other  British  port  until 
the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
date  of  the  first  supply,  will  their  stay  in 
such  ports  be  restricted  to  twenty-four 
hours,  except  in  the  case  of  stress  of 
weather  or  distress  for  necessary  repairs ; 
and  will  such  vessels  be  prohibited  from 
bringing  prises  into  British  ports.  Will 
the  same  rules  be  enforced  in  the  ports 
of  the  British  self-governing  colonies. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  oxxvy  i 
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*BlB.  AEEBS  *  DOUGLAS  :  The 
Gkivemment  h&ve  not  overlooked  the 
questions  of  bell^erency  implied  in  my 
hon.  friend's  Question,  but  his  Question 
itself  is  of  a  very  highly  technical  char- 
acter, and  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
if  he  would  put  it  on  the  Paper, 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  will  put  it 
down  for  to-morrow. 

STANDING  ORDEBS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  do  consist  of  thirteen 
Members.  Sir  John  Brunner,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis,  Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Halsey,  Mr. 
Humphreys-Owen,  Mr.  James  Lowther, 
Sir  James  Rankin,  Mr.  William  Redmond, 
Colonel  Stopford'Sackville.  Sir  Mark 
M'Taggart  Stewart,  Mr.  Whitmore,  and 
Mr.  Wodehonse  were  accordingly  nomi- 
nated members  of  the  Committee. — {Mr. 
Halsey.) 

:•  •'  SELECTION. 

Mr.  Blalre,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  Sir 
John  Dorington,  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke, 
Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr. 
McKenna,  Sir  Mark  McTaggart  Stewart, 
Mr.  Wharton,  and  Mr.  Wodehouae  were 
nominated  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Selection  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. — (Mr. 
Halsey.) 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

[Fifth  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Main  Question  [2nd  February], 


NEW  BILL. 


COAL  MINES  REGULATION  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Coal 
Mines,"  presented  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke ; 
supported  by  Mr.  William  Abraham 
(Rhondda),  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley,  Sir 
Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Jacoby, 
Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  Mr.  Theodore  Taylor, 
Mr.  McKenna,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
25th  March*  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  42.] 


for  an  Address).  600 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 

to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

Most  Gracums  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  Mid 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for .  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament." — {Mr.  Hardy.) 

Blain  Question  again  proposed, — 

•Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,Bamsley):  Insetomove  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  my  name — "And  we 
humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  it 
is  essential  for  the  saf^uarding  and  pro- 
motioa  of  the  commercial  and  political 
interests  of  the  British  Empire  that 
adequate  steps  should  be  taken  to  main- 
tain and  extend  our  commercial  treaty 
rights,  and  that  the  Consular  Service 
should  be  reorganised  and  strengthened 
on  lines  calculated  to  make  it  more  effec- 
tive for  the  promotion  of  the  trade  of  the 
British  Empire.*'  As  a  Member  of  the 
House  who  has  always  been  actively 
engaged  in  endeavouring  to  promote  tbo 
prosperity  of  British  trade,  I  welcome  the 
attention  that  is  now  being  given  on  tlie 
part  of  this  country  to  the  condition  of 
our  trade  and  commerce,  and  I  desire  to 
bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  some  practical  methods  which 
might  be  employed  by  the  Government 
in  developing  that  trade,  altogether 
apart  from  the  imposition  of  protective 
or  preferential  tariffs,  which  would,  in 
my  opinion,  being  an  interference  with  the 
freedom  of  our  trade  and  commerce,  tend  to 
lessenratherthan  to  increase  itsprosperity. 
I  will  briefly  refer  to  the  urgent  need 
which  exists  for  t^e  reorganisation  and 
strengthening  of  the  British  Consular 
Service,  so  as  to  make  it  more  effective  for 
the  promotion  of  British  trade.  Ab  at 
present  constituted,  the  British  Consular 
Service  is  deflcieut  and  inefficient  for  this 
purpose.  The  Committee  which  sat  last 
yearunderthe  chairmanshipof  Sir  William 
Walnmd  to  inquire  intot^e  constituldon  of 
the  Consular  Service,  reported  most  em- 
phatically in  favour  of  radical  and  im- 
portant changeSk  and  it  was  with  the 
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deepest  regret  that  I  saw  no  reference  was 
made  in  the  Eing*s  Speech  to  any  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  (JoTemment  to 
introduce  legislation  carrying  out  those 
recommendations. 

The  Committee  reported  that  the 
Consalar  Service  at  the  present  moment 
is  not  attractive  to  capable  young 
men  in  that  it  offers  no  definite 
proq>ect8  of  promotion,  because  men, 
new  to  the  service,  may  be  appointed 
over  the  heads  of  those  who  have  been 
years  in  it.  The  Report  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  C(Hnmittee,  while  they  recognise  that 
power  most  be  reserved  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  appoint  any  person,  regardless  of 
the  age  limit,  to  me  of  the  higher  posi- 
tions by  reason  of  his  special  qualifications, 
recommend,  nevertheless,  that  such  ap- 
pointinents  should  be  rare,  so  as  to  avoid 
lessening  the  attractions  of  the  s^ice 
by  blocking  the  promotifm  of  deserving 
officers.  Then,  in  regard  to  commcffoial 
training,  they  strongly  recommend  l^t 
an  efiort  shonld  be  made  to  draw  into  the 
Consalar  Service  young  men  who  have 
been  trained  in  commercial  houses  for  four 
or  five  years,  and  that  there  should  be 
introduced  —  in  order  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  service— some  system  of 
infection  <^  the  Consulates  and  Vice-Con- 
sulates. That  reminds  me  tiiat  within 
my  own  knowledge  several  most  distin- 
guished members  of  the  Consular  Service 
have  been  attracted  from  it  by  the  offer  of 
more  lucrative  appointments  elsewhere, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  there  had 
been  some  system  of  appointing  Insp  3ctors- 
General  of  Consulates,  the  services  of 
these  distinguished  and  experienced  men 
might  have  been  retained.  How,  for 
instance,  can  the  British  Uinister  at  Pekin 
properly  supervise  and  visit  all  the  Con- 
sulates and  Vice-Consulates  throughout 
the  great  Chinese  Empire?  It  is 
absolutely  necessary,  then,  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  service  to  have  In- 
spectors-General appointed.  Another 
important  recommendation  is  that  in 
large  cities  the  system  of  having  unpaid 
Consuls  should  be  continued.  On  that 
point  I'am  at  variance  with  the  Committee, 
because  I  venture  to  hold  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  unpaid  British  Consuls 
and  especially  of  foreigners  to  repre- 
sent British  trade  is  adverse  to 
the  interests  otr-  our  trade.  Pro- 
bably they  are  ia&akhen  of 
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houses  working  in  competition  with  other 
firms,  and  obviously  it  cannot  beexpected, 
while  human  nature  remains  what  it  is, 
that  they  should  Bff(»d  equal  facilities 
to  the  whole  British  commercial  com- 
munity in  conflict  with  their  own 
personal  interests.  There  has,  it  is  note- 
worthy, been  practically  no  increase  in 
the  expenditure  on  our  Consular  Service 
in  the  last  thirty  years.  Thirty  years 
ago  it  cost  £200,000  annually.  Now  the 
cost  is  only  £230,000,  and,  seeing  that 
our  trade  has  practically  doubled  and 
our  shipping  tarebled  in  that  time,  it  is 
clear  the  service  must  be  deficient  so  far 
as  regards  the  employment  of  a  sufficient 
army  of  able  agents  to  promote  our  trade 
and  commercial  interests  all  over  lh» 
world. 

One  suggestion  I  have  to  make  is  that 
ourConsuls  should  have  more  leave  given 
them  to  enable  them  to  put  themselves 
in  direct  communication  with  the  com- 
mercial c(nnmunities  in  this  country  doing 
business  where  they  are  located,  another  ia 
that  there  should  be  a  better  system  of 
control  and  supervision  as  between  the 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  delay  which  formerly  prevailed  in 
the  publication  of  ConsuUr  R^orts  has 
lately  been  got  rid  of,  but  the  factr 
remains  (hat  tiiere  is  no  proper  provision 
for  a  careful  examination  of  theBeports  be- 
fore they  are  printed,  and  there  is  no  one 
at  the  Foreign  Office  whose  duty  it  is  to 
read  them  and  to  bring  their  merits  or 
dMuerits  under  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment or  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  I 
could  quote  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Bryoe,  Sir 
Charles  Dilke,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  and 
Lord  Derby  in  regard  to  the  diso^anisa* 
tion  of  the  serviceand  the  necessity  for  en- 
suring promotion  by  merit,  if  the  services 
of  the  best  men  are  to  be  secured,  and  if 
the  service  is  to  be  made  as  efficient  as  it 
should  be  in  the  interests  of  British 
trade. 

I  have  this  to  say,  t^t  in  my  somewhat 
extended  travels  I  have  had  many 
opportunities  of  meeting  die  Consuls  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  Germany, 
and  Japan  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
and  I  am  bound  to  confess  that,  though  we 
have  many  good  men  in  our  Consular  Ser- 
vice doing  excellent  work,  I  believe  that 
the  Consular  Services  of  those  countries 
are  more  highly  equipped,  better  oq;an- 
ised,  and  better  paid  tlum  pnrs;  and  that 
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hey  are  at  the  pi«sent  moment  giving 
more  attention  to  the  promotion  of  the 
commerce  of  their  countries  than  to  the 
discha^e  of  judicial  and  diplomatic 
functions.  They  aie,  in  fact,  superior  to 
our  Consular  Service  in  promoting  the 
trade  andcommeioe  of  tiieb  respective 
nations.  It  has  been  admitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  that 
oar  Consular  Service  is  defective  in  con- 
nection with  Persia.  Last  year  the 
noble  Lord  said — 

"  I  am  bound  to  say  that  my  impreHUKi  is 
that  the  Consular  Sarrioe  has  for  some  years 
past  been  andermanned  in  point  of  numbers, 
and  also  insufficiently  equipped  in  point  of  that 
special  knowledge  whtcbmembOTSa  UieConsjlar 
Service  in  remote  countries  like  Persia  should 
possess." 

And  he  added — 

"  I  hope  that  before  kmg  I  shall  be  able  to 
annnqnoe  that  we  hare  ohoun  means  for  giving 
cor  OonsDlar  representatires  in  Ferria  tiiat 
special  knowledge  whioht  under  the  present 
•ystMu,  they  have,  pwhi^is,  not  raffieieat 
oppOTtunities  of  acqniring." 

I  shall  be  glad  if  the  noble  Lord  can  state 
to  us  what  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  secure  that  object.  We  were  told  only 
last' year  in  regard  to  the  French  Congo, 
where  important  British  commercial  inter- 
ests were  threatened, that  this  conntry  had 
<mly  one  single  Consul  in  tiiat  oonntey, 
which  is  la^r  than  France ;  and  I  want 
to  know  whether  that  has  been  remedied. 
Turning  to  the  Colonies,  we  find  that 
whilst  foreign  nations  have  got  Consuls 
in  all  the  British  Colonies  promoting  the 
trade  interests  of  their  respective  coun- 
tries, we  alone  have  no  Consular  repre- 
sentatives in  the  diape  of  trade  agents  in 
any  single  British  Colony  to  farther  the 
commercitil  interests  of  Uie  mother  coun- 
try. I  learned  only  the  other  day  from  a 
Canadian  friend  that,  through  the  active 
eff<^  of  Belgian  Consuls,  two  or 
three  la^  bridge  contracts  had  recently 
been  given  to  Belgium,  whereas  we  had 
no  one  on  the  ground  to  make  similar 
efforts  in  behdf  of  British  bridge 
builders.  Again,  I  would  give  the 
House  an  example  that  I  saw  myself 
last  year  in  Canada.  I  went  to  the 
town  of  Chicoutimi,  where  I  found  huge 
pulp  mills  recently  erected  which  had 
been  supplied  widii  pulping  machinery, 
turbines,  electrical  plant,  and  huge  pen- 
stocks constructed  <d  iron  and  steel  for 
securing  water  pressure  for  driving  the 
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works.  1  found,  also,  that  the  whole 
produce  of  that  great  pulp  mill  had  been 
sold  for  five  years  ahead  in  London. 
Knowing  that  we  had  a  rebate  of  one- 
third  from  the  Canadian  import  duty, 
and  that  onr  dups  were  going  out  light 
to  bring  back  caiq^oes  of  pulp,  I  naturally 
expect^  we  diould  have  had  a  share  in 
that  trade;  I  said  to  my  Canadian  friend — 

"  I  hap9  the  mother  oonnti/  got  a  rtiaTe  ctf 
tiui  flrderi  for  the  new  plant." 

But  he  replied  that — 

"  British  manufacturen  did  not  supply  an 
ounce;  th^,  in  Canada,  did  not  even  know  that 
we  made  each  things  in  Ibi^nd.  Hie  fact  is, 
he  said,  we  had  ;at  least  twen^  commereial 
travellers  from  the  United  States  of  Amerioa 
seeking  this  barioess,  and  not  one  from 
England." 

I  quote  this  as  a  striking  example  of 
the  fact  that  our  trade  is  placed  at  a 
disadvantage  in  having  no  trade  agents  at 
woA  in  onr  interest  the  same  as  otiier 
coontries  have  agents  working  in  their 
interest,  and  also  by  the  inactivity  of  our 
commercial  travellers.    I  recognise  that 
the  Agent-Oeneral  of  Canada  does  what 
he  can  to  bring  about  trade  relations  be- 
tween Canadian  and  British  business 
houses,  but  that  is  no  excuse  whatever  for 
the  continuance  v&  the  present  system. 
We  have  a  Gktvemment  in  power  which 
professes  to  be  concerned  about  onr  trade 
and   commerce.    Let  them  take  steps 
to  improve  by  reorganisation  on  proper 
lines,  and   by  proper  equipment,  our 
Consular  Service.   I  would  like  to  ask 
the  noble  Lord  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  appointed  tiuee  Con- 
suls to  go  to  the  newly  opened  treaty 
pwts  in  Hanohnria  t  We  learn  that  the 
United  States  of  America  have  already 
appointed  Consuls  there,  who  are  to  be 
at  their  posts  within  six  weeks.    Is  the 
British  Government  going  to  be  behind- 
hand, are  we  to  have  no  British  agents 
to  look  idter  British  commerce  as  soon 
as  these  porta  are  open  f  I  much  regret 
that  there  is  no  reference  whatever  in 
the  King's  Speech  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Government  intend  to  give  effect  to 
the  recommendations  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Consular  Service. 
I  raiss  this  as  no  Patty  matter.  I  should 
be  abundantly  gratified  if  the  noble 
Lord  is  able  to  give  us  the  fullest  assur- 
ance that  they  will  be  given  effect  to  at 
l^e  earliest  possible  data.    Bnti  at  this 
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juncture,  when  the  whole  attention  of 
^e  nation  is  being  devoted  to  oui  trade 
and  commerce,  I  think  a  reference  to  it 
might  well  have  been  introdnoed  into 
the  King's  Speech. 

I  turn  to  the  second  subject  I  ask 
the  House  to  oonader — viz.,  whether 
our  oommeroial  interests  have  not 
suffered  through  the  neglect  of  the 
Government  to  vigorously  promote 
and  extend  Britidi  treaty  rights.  Take 
an  example,  in  the  first  place,  from  our 
Colonies.  We  were  rejoiced  to  know 
that  our  great  Dominion  of  Canada  had 
made  a  reduction  of  one-third  on  their 
duties  in  favour  ol  British  goods ;  but  is 
the  countiy  aware — is  the  hon.  and 
.gallant  Member  ior  Sheffield  aware,  that 
while  Canada  gives  with  one  hand>  she 
takes  away  with  the  other  in  the  case  of 
tJbe  iron  and  steel  trade  of  this  country, 
a  trade  with  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Shield  is  identified  f 

S»  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central):  Not  a  bit  of  it. 

•Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON  :  Evidently 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  not 
aware  of  the  great  extension  of  the 
bounty  system  in  Canada  which  has 
taken  place  since  last  autumn,  even  since 
8th  May,  a  notable  political  date.  What 
ore  the  facts  in  regard  to  that  bounty 
system,  not  only  on  the  iron  and  steel 
manufactures  of  Canada,  but  upon  the 
itcn  and  steel  manufiwtures  from  this 
county,  which  pay  a  high  import  duty 
in  addititm  to  ike  costs  of  freight  and 
insnranoe  from  our  pcffts  to  the  ports 
over  there  1  The  Canadian  Parliament 
has  in  the  last  session  passed  two  new 
Bounty  Bills  under  which  they  have 
taken  power  to  give  a  bounty  not  exceed- 
ing seven  dollars  per  ton  on  steel  rails 
produced  in  Canada,  and  from  three  to 
four  dollars  per  ton  on  stmctural  iron 
and  steel — joists,  girders,  channels, 
bars,  and  plates. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  On  a 
point  of  order.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  is  this 
pertinent  to  the  Consular  Service  1  The 
Motion  refers  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Consular  Service,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  this  has  anything  to  do  with  that 
nbjeot. 


♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  The  second 
part  of  ray  Motion  is  tiiat  "  it  is  essen- 
tial ioi  the  safeguarding  and  promotion 
of  the  commercial  and  political  interests 
of  the  British  Empire  that  adequate 
steps  should  be  taken  to  maintain  and 
extend  our  commercial  treaty  ri^ts," 
and  I  take  it  that  our  oonmieroial  treaty 
rights  are  invaded  by  the  bounty 
system.  I  specially  notice  with  astonish- 
ment that  no  protest  has  been  made  by 
the  Government  or  by  their  supporters, 
and  especially  in  the  numerous  speeches 
delivered  by  the  ex<Golonial  Secretary, 
in  condemnation  of  this  extended 
system  of  bounties  by  which  Canada  is 
strangling  our  iron  and  steel  industry. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  how 
he  had  condemned  the  stranglii^;  of  the 
sugaf  trade  oi  the  Wwt  Indies  by  the 
Continental  sugar  bounties.  Why  do 
not  he  and  his  followers  equally  frondemn 
the  system  of  bounties  so  widely  ex- 
tended in  Canada,  and  which  is  abso- 
lutely  strangling  our  iron  and  steel 
trade  ?  Is  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Sheffield  not  aware  that 
in  the  year  ending  the  30th  June 
last,  in  addition  to  their  protective 
duties,  the  Canadian  Government  gave 
in  the  shape  of  bounties  $1,400,000  to 
Canadian  iron  and  steel  makers ;  and  is 
he  not  aware  that  in  the  current  year 
they  are  going  to  give  them  $2,00(^000  ? 
I  was  told  in  Ottawa  in  Oetob* 
last  that  the  new  Canadian  Rail- 
way from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
the  making  of  which  was  about  to 
begin,  would  require  3,000,000  tons  of 
steel  rails,  and  that  under  tiie  new  system 
of  bounties  they  did  not  expect  to  get  a 
single  rail  from  England;  the  whole  would, 
they  hoped,  be  made  in  Canada.  Where 
is  the  prospect  of  the  increase  of  trade  in 
Canada  from  this  country  ?  While  the 
Government  have  been  hypocritically 
professing  to  be  filled  with  concern 
about  the  trade  dl  this  country  they 
have  never  uttered  a  word,  noi  has 
the  ex-Colonial  Secretary,  who  is  mis- 
leading the  nation,  as  to  the  true  trade 
relations  between  this  country  and 
Canada. 

Turning  to  another  great  ques- 
tion on  which  the  Government  have,  in 
my  opinion,  faihd  to  maintain  and 
extend    our  just   comm»ciaI  tieaty 
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rights,  let  me  instance  the  case  <A  China, 
with  its  400,000,000  of  population.  If 
that  great  country  were  to  increase  its 
trade  to  the  same  extent  as  the  trade  of 
Japan  has  been  increased,  it  would  be 
doing  to-day  seven  times  more  over- 
sea trade  than  it  is  now  doing . 
For  the  five  years  ended  1901,  the  United 
States  trebled  their  trade  with  China, 
whereas  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom 
fell  \^  per  cent.  In  1902  the  trade  of 
China  increased  £7,000,000  sterling. 
The  noble  Lord  smiles;  but  how  much 
of  that  £7,000,000  did  we  secure  ?  We 
secured  only  £1,000.000  or  U  per  cent., 
whereas  our  average  previously  of  the 
entire  trade  of  China  had  been  46  per 
cent.  That  shows  how  we  are  losing 
fnronnd  with  r^id  to  onr  trade  with 
China.  There  is  anotiier  point  ulso. 
Take  the  shipping  trade,  upon  which 
we  so  much  depend  for  the  continuance 
of  our  prosperity.  The  shippings  trade 
during  the  ten  years  ended  1902,  so 
far  as  China  is  concerned,  went  down 
l&l  per  cent.,  whereas  the  trade  of 
Qormany  during  that  period  increased 
8  per  cent  and  the  trade  of  Japan  12  per 
cent.  To  what  causes  may  this  falkng 
off  in  British  trade  be  attributed?  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it  is 
largely  due  to  the  British  Government 
failing  to  give  the  same  vigorous  support 
to  British  commercial  interests  in  China 
as  has  been  given  by  the  Gtovemments 
of  competing  nations. 

Take  the  case  of  railways.  China,  the 
richest  Empire  on  earth,  is  for  the  first  time 
being  suppUed  with  a  system  of  railways. 
The  Government  told  us  in  thisHouse  with 
a  great  flouridi  of  trumpets  that  British 
concessionnaires  had  got  concessions  for 
2,800  miles  of  these  railways.  But  not  one 
single  concession  has  yet  been  ratified, 
whereas  Russia,  France,  Germany, 
Belgium  and  the  United  Statesare  busily 
engaged  in  laying  down  railways 
in  C^ina.  We  opened  China  to  trade  ; 
we  fought  at  least  two  wars  at 
great  cost  to  keep  it  open,  and  yet  when 
this  unequalled  and  unparalleled 
opportunity  of  large  and  profitable  trade 
with  China  has  arisen,  we  have  no  share 
or  part  or  lot  in  the  matter.  Yet  the 
British  Govranment  says  that  they  are 
concerned  as  to  the  position  of  our  trade 
and  commerce.    What  did  the  noble 
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Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  admit  him- 
self last  year,  as  regarded  the  constrnc* 
tion  of  railways.  He  said  that  he 
freely  admitted  that  we  had  much 
ground  for  complaint  regarding  the 
manner  in  which  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment had  dealt  with  applications  for 
concessions,  that  the  Government  had 
found  it  necessary  to  make  strcmg 
remonstrances  to  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject,  and  that  Sir 
Ernest  Satow  would  return  to  China 
fully  aware  of  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  with  instructions  to  support 
them  energetically.  That  is  an  absolute 
confession  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  failure  of  their  efforts  in 
respect  of  British  investors  and  British 
manufacturers  having  a  fair  share  in  the 
work  of  supplying  ^ina  with  a  system 
of  railways.  But  that  is  not  the  worst 
of  the  case,  because  in  connection  with  a 
great  majority  of  the  railway  conces- 
sions granted  by  China  to  foreign  nations 
there  is  to  be  found  inserted  a  clause 
under  which  it  is  stipulated  that  the 
whole  of  the  railway  material  and 
rolling  stock  required  is  to  be  drawn 
exclusively  from  the  countries  of  t^e 
respective  concessionnaires  to  the  absolute 
exclusion  of  British  manufacturers. 
That,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  violation  on 
the  part  of  the  Chinese  Government  of 
the  most-favoured-nation  clause  con- 
tained in  the  Treaty  of  Tientsin.  These 
railways  have  been  constructed  by 
foreign  nations  for  tiie  Oiinese  Govern- 
ment. They  purport  to  be  Chinese 
railways  ;  the  Chinese  Government  have 
a  right  under  certain  conditions  to  take 
them  over ;  and  I  submit  it  is  a  violation 
of  the  most-favoured-nation  clause  that 
we  should  be  deprived  of  all  chance  of 
having  any  part  in  the  supply  of  railway 
material  and  rolling  stock  for  these  lail- 
ways.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  all  the 
blame  does  not  attach  to  His  Biajes^'s 
Government.  Very  great  blame  rests  on 
the  British  syndicates  who  sought  rail- 
way concessions  and  who,  when  they 
got  them,  failed  to  give  effect  to  them. 
It  is  a  disgrace  to  this  country  that 
whereas  Belgian,  French,  American,  and 
Russian  invest(«s  found  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  raising  the  funds  required 
to  carry  out  their  agreements  with  the 
Chinese  Gover^njej^t^^^r^^bject. 
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rest  under  the  disgrace  of  having  failed 
to  fulfil  their  obligations.  I  think  the 
British  Government  ought  to  try  and 
enooorage  the  entrance  into  the  field 
of  competition  of  other  British  investors, 
and  that  we  should  not  hope  too  much 
from  iJie  existing  syndioates. 

Another  important  question,  so  far  as 
British  trade  is  oonoemed,  is  that  some 
arrangement  should  be  arrived  at  under 
which  we  shall  enjoy  equal  rights  in  regard 
to  railway  rates  over  the  Chinese  railways 
with  those  enjoyed  by  the  country  con- 
structing them.  Lord  Salisbury  recc^- 
nised  the  importance  of  this  question, 
and  gave  instructions  some  years  ago 
that  ^is  point  should  be  very  strongly 
pressed,  and  that  some  arrangement 
should  be  arrived  at.  The  Russian 
Government  in  reply  said,  "  Oh  well,  the 
railways  are  not  yet  built,  and  it  will  be 
soon  enough  to  discuss  the  question  of 
railway  rates  when  they  are,"  I  should 
like  to  know  from  the  noble  Lord  whether 
this  important  question  is  engaging  the 
serious  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

•The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl 
Percy,  Kensington,  S.) :  Preferential 
rates  are  prohibited  by  the  Treaty  of 

Tientsin. 

VMb.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  I  should  like 
,the  noble  Lord  to  quote  the  clause  which 
confirms  that  view.  But  we  ought  not 
to  rest  too  much  on  the  Treaty  of 
Tientsin.  It  has  been  superseded  by 
the  recent  treaty  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  China,  and  by  other 
treaties  with  other  Powers.  It  would 
have  been  infinitely  better  if  this  par- 
ticular clause  had  been  brouf^t  forward 
and  introduced  definitely  into  the  new 
treaty.  ... 

*£arl  PERCY:  [There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  preferential  rates  would  be 
contrary  to  our  most-favoured-nation 
rights  under  the  Treaty  of  Tientsin, 
which  has  not  been  superseded  by  the 
recent  commercial  agreement. 

•Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  I  should 
h*Te  imagined  that  a  statesman  of  the 
experience  til  Lord  Salisbury  would  not 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  press  this 


I  as  a  most  important  question  if  it  had 
I  been  already   fully  and  satislactorily 
j  secured  by  the  Treaty  of  Tientsin.  %1 
\  have  great  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to 
j  whether  tiie  explanation  d  the  noble 
{  Lord  will  bear  examination.  I  complain 
!  of  the  Government  for  having  failed  to 
I  arrange  an  equally  satisfactory  commer* 
;  cial  treaty  with  Qiina  as  has  been  con* 
eluded  between  the  United  States  and 
China  and  Japan  and  China.    Under  our 
treaty  with  China  one  advantage  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  abolition  ol  the  Likin 
duties,  but  tiie  Native  Customs  are  con- 
tinued not  only  on  the  coast  but  on  the 
j  inland  waterways  and  land  trade  routes 
I  in  the  interior  of  China .    In  the  American 
I  treaty,  however,  these  duties  are  limited 
I  to  the  ports  and  the  land  frontiers  of 
'  China.   It  is  perfectly  true  that  in  our 
\  treaty  five  new  ports  are  to  be  opened, 
but  four  of  these  ports  are  conditional 
\  ttp<m  the  treaty  being  accepted  by  all 
I  the  other  treaty  Powers,  and  only  one  is 
conditional  on  the  signing  of  the  treaty. 
I  As  r^ards  our  treaty  commercial  rights 
in  Manchuria,  all  I  will  say  is  that  while 
His  Majesty's  Government  did  not  get 
a  new  treaty  port  in  Manchuria,  tike 
United  Statessucceeded  in  securing  three, 
j  showing  thereby   that  they  regarded 
I  Manchuria  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
I  Chinese  Empire.    I  should  like  to  ask 
the  noble  liord  if  he  will  tell  us  what 
Powers  have  assented  to  the  British 
treaty ;  also  whether  the  treaty  came 
into  force  on  the  Ist  January  lasti  which 
was  the  date  fixed.    There  are  several 
provisions  in  that  treaty  which  if  brought 
into  force  would  promote  Briti^  trade 
and  commerce.   I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  new  rules  relating  to  the- 
inland  waterways  have  come  into  force, 
and  whether  the  five  new  treaty  ports 
have  been  opened  to  trade,  and,  if  not, 
when  they  will  %   Have  the  ports  on  the 
Tangtse  River  and  West  River  been 
opened  ? 

There  tifi  also    another  important 

question,  and  that  is  the  grave  and 
\  serious  danger  which  now  threatens 
!  British  commercial  interestsin  Manchuria. 
]  That  great  Province,  with  an  area  of 
I  400,000  square  miles  and  a  population 
'  of  15,000,000,  has  great  possibilities  of 
I  expansion  of  trade.  lAst  year  its  trade, 
i  alwongh  it  has  only  one  treaty  port, 
was  £6,000,000  sterUng,  of^hich  tiie 
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British  Empire  secuied  42  per  cent. 
Btissia,  on  the  other  hand,  did  nil. 
British  shipping  was  176,000  tons, 
RuBsian  ^pping  1,200  only,  and  yet 
thQ  GoTemment  now  in  power  allowed 
RoBsia,  with  no  tnde  interest  whatever, 
thiongh  the  treaty  (Hurt  of  Nio-chwang,  to 
aaanlne  abflolute  military  and  civil 
oontiol  oi  the  port.  At  the  present 
moment  Russian  officials  are  in  con- 
trol of  the  Custonas  House,  and  collect 
customs  duties  to  the  tune  of  1,600,000 
taels  a  year,  which  they  do  not  hand  over 
to  the  C^iinese  Government  although  those 
duties  are  the  security  for  Briti^  bond- 
holders. They  eimply  pay  them  to  the 
BuBBO-Chinese  Bank  and  what  becomes 
of  them  no  one  knows.  They  are  now 
in  actual  military  and  civil  occupation 
of  the  port  of  Niu-chwang.  It  is  quite 
true  that  they  undertook  to  evacuate  it 
on  8th  October  last,  but  they  are 
there  still,  and  I  wuit  to  know  from  the 
noble  Jxad  what  steps  have  been>  or 
are  going  to  be  taken,  in  the  interest 
of  ^tuh  commercial  and  trading 
rights,  by  the  Govermnent  to  restore 
to  the  British  traders  the  rights  they 
are  entitled  to.  We  have  had  given  to  the 
Chinese  Government  given  in  this  House ; 
^ven  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  published 
m  the  Press ;  a  multitude  of  assurances 
as  to  Bussia's  intentiims  in  re^pud  to  the 
evacuation  of  Manchuria  and  Niu-chwang, 
but  these  assurances  remain  unfulfilled. 
Before  going  into  that,  I  say  that  in 
our  new  treaty  there  is  no  proper 
provision  for  securing  to  us  the 
most-favoured-natitm  clause.  There  is 
only  a  very  shadowy  provision 
that  we  shall  participate  in  die  most- 
iavoiired-nati(m  tariffs,  but  when  I  turn 
to  the  Japanese  treaty  I  find  it  is  ex- 
pressly stipulated — 

**  That  the  commeroe  rights  and  privileges  of 
Japan  shall  not  be  placed  at  any  diaadraatage 
as  compared  with  the  commeroe  righto  and 
privileges  of  any  othw  Power." 

The  Japanese  Government  saf^ard  to 

themselves  in  that  explicit  fashion  every 
right  that  may  hereafter  be  granted  to 
the  subjects  of  other  countries.  Our 
Government  do  nothing  of  the  sort.  I 
have  the  treaty  here,  and  I  ask  the  noble 
Lord  to  point  to  any  one  clause  cf  it  and 
show  where  British  trade  is  protected  in 
the  same  manner.  This  treaty  is  only 
another  example  cf  the  slipshod  manner 
Mr.  Joseph  JFaJtm. 


in  which  our  treaties  are  framed  and 
worded. 

Now  I  torn  to  the  Kanchurian  question. 
In  ISSffi  the  Ruasian  Govemmeot  ad* 
dressed  a  communication  to  the  Japanese 
Government — and  I  would  especiaUy  ask 
the  attention  of  the  noble  Lord  to  this 
quotation — in  tiie  following  terms — 

*'  The  Imperial  Russian  Government  having 
examined  the  terms  ol  peace  demanded  of  Oiina 
by  Japan  eourider  that  the  oontcmdbtad 
poesesBion  of  the  Liau-tung  peninsula  by  Japan 
will  not  only  constitute  a  c4Mutant  menace  to 
the  capital  of  China,  bat  will  also  render  the 
independence  of  Korea  illasory  and  thus  jeo. 
paraiae  the  permanent  peace  <d  the  Far  East. 
Aocordingly  the  Imperial  Oovemmeot,  in  a  spirit 
of  cordial  friendship  for  J^an,  hereby  counsel 
the  Government  of  the  Enqteror  of  Japan  to 
renoonoe  the  d^nitive  posseBaicm  of  tiie  Lian- 
tnng  peninsula. " 

Then  in  1896,  in  the  Ifonchutian 
railway  agreement  between  Japan  and 
Russia,  Russia  says — 

*'  This  railway  concession  is  never  to  be 
used  as  a  pretext  for  encroachment  on  Chinese 
territory,  nor  to  be  allowed  to  interfere  with 
Chinese  authority  <a  interMta.** 

Notiiing  could  be  more  expludt  than 
that.  Then  we  ccone  to  1902,  and  what 
is  known  as  the  Manchurian  Convention, 
and  then  we  have  it  stated  that — 

"  Rnsria  owiSMito  to  tiie  re-establishment 
of  Chinese  authority  in  Manchuria,  which 
remains  an  int^al  portion  of  the  Chinese 
Empire,  and  restores  to  China  the  right  to 
exercise  sovereign  and  administrative  power* 
as  before  the  occupation      Russian  troops." 

I  especially  draw  the  noble  Lc»d*B 
attention  to  that.  Russia}  Sir  ! 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that 
thou^,  as  he  is  now  speaking  of  the  main 
question,  he  is  entitled  to  refer  to  thess 
matters,  but  his  present  observations  are 
not  pertinent  to  his  Amendment,  and  the 
noble  Lord  will  not  be  permitted  to 
answer  them  when  the  Amendment  has 
been  put  from  the  Chair. 

•Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  The  point 
I  was  attempting  to  make,  Sir,  was  that 
our  txade  interests  were  not  being  pro- 
tected. 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
appeared  to  have  gone  beyond  that,  and 
goaeintothetemtori^qj^e^^ 
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•Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  I  had  no  I 
desire  to  tran^ess,  and  the  question  on 
this  occasion  is  really  this :  Russia  under- 
takes to  leetoEe  to  China  die  sovereign 
and  adminisfcratiTe  power  in  Uanchaiia, 
as  before  the  occupation  by  Russian 
troops,  my  point  baing  that  unless  the 
sovereign^  of  Manchuria  is  restored  to 
China,  our  treaty  righta  will  not  be  pro- 
tected. But  we  had  some  assurances  also 
in  regard  to  the  evacuation  by  Russia  of 
Bfandratia.  On  30th  April  Lord  Cran- 
bome.  announced  in  this  House  of  Com- 
mons— 

*'  Hiat  the  Russian  Government  dieobum  all 
intention  <A  a«ekiiig  for  exclouTe  privUe^  in 
Manohuria  or  deputing  itom  the  aianrances 
^Ten  in  req>ect  of  that  province." 

And  then  again,  on  the  11th  of  Uay,  in 
reply  to  a  Question  I  put  to  the  noble 
Lord  in  this  House  he  told  us — 

**  In  repty  to  indepwtdeot  friendty  oommnni- 
cations  wtuoh  doring  the  last  few  d^s  have 
been  addressed  to  the  Russian  Qovemment  by 
the  Gcvemment  of  the  United  States  and  of 
Bos  Majesty,  the  Romian  Government  have 
intimated  that  they  adhere  to  the  engagements 
into  which  they  have  entered  to  encnate 
Manchoria;  though  the  evacuation  has  been 
temporarily  delayed." 

I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into  any 
territorial  question  in  China,  because  we 
have  no  territorial  questions  there.  All 
we  desire,  in  common  with  the  United 
States  of  America  and  other  nations,  is 
to  maintain  the  integrity  of  China  and 
equal  opportunity  for  all  nations  to 
t»de  theze.  What  I  would  ask  the 
noble  Lord  to  do  is  to  give  the  House 
some  proof  that  the  Government  have 
not  been  unmindful  of  our  great  com- 
mercial interests  in  that  great  Empire. 
It  seems  to  me  in  the  present  deplorable 
condition  of  afiairs  in  the  Far  Elast  there 
should  be  some  mediation  by  Powers  like 
ourselves  and  America  to  press  upon 
Rusna  the  necessity  of  observing  her 
pledges  with  r^rd  to  Manchuria,  and 
thus  avert  war.  On  the  Government  at 
the  present  moment  rests  the  most 
supreme  responsibility,  and  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  of  the  civilised  world  are  upon 
them  as  to  the  action  they  take. 

But  it  is  not  only  with  regard  to  China 
that  we  have  to  complain.  Take  the 
treaty  with  Persia  last  year ;  was  a  more 
slipshod  treaty  ever  signed  1  It  was 
presented  to  us  with  only  the  signature 


of  Mr.  Naus,  the  Belgian  head  of  Customs, 
on  behalf  of  the  Shah  of  Persia.  What  I 
complain  of  is  that  this  Government^ 
whidk  claims  to  have  such  a  deep  in- 
terest in  upholding  and  promotiiig  the 
prosperity  oi  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
this  country,  actually  sanctioned  a  treaty 
with  Persia  which  gave  Russia  great 
preferences  over  this  country.  Under 
the  Treaty  of  Turicomanchai  of  1828,  we 
had  equal  rights  and  privileges,  5  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Under  the  treaty  of 
last  year  that  5  per  cent,  was  raised  to 
100  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  tea  and  8  per 
cent,  in  the  case  d  cotttm.  while  the  duty 
on  Russian  petroleum  has  been  reduced, 
from  5  per  cent,  to  3  per  cent.  In  ten 
years  ending  1901,  Russian  trade  with 
Persia  increased  125  per  cent,  while  for 
the  same  period.  British  trade  declined  33 
per  cent. 

Now,  let  me  turn  to  the  question  of 
British  treaty  rights  with  Madagascar. 
No  one  rejoices  more  than  I  do  at  the 
establishment  of  the  entente  eordiaU  be- 
tween the  great  French  speaking  nation 
and  ourselves.  What  are  the  facts  in 
regard  to  British  trade  with  Madagascar  t 
Formerly  we  had  95  per  cent,  of  the 
trade ;  now  we  have  5  per  cent.,  and  the 
falling  oft  is  due  to  the  absolute  sur- 
render  by  tite  Government  of  British  com- 
merdal  treaty  rights  with  Mad^^scar. 
Moreover^  our  trade  has  been  curtailed 
in  Tunis,  and  I  say  that  in  view  of  the 
present  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  be  failing  in  their  duty  to- 
wards the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
kingdom  if  they  do  not  make  vigorous 
efiorts  to  secure  better  treatment  for  us. 
Tummg  to  the  West  Ccast  of  Africa,  I 
submit  that  the  Govonuneat  have  failed 
to  uphold  the  rights  and  interests  of 
British  traders  in  the  Congo — especially 
the  French  Congo.   At  a  time  when  it  is 
said  that  our  trade  is  going  to  the  dogs,  I 
suggest  that  the  measures  I  have  indi- 
cated— the  reorganisation  of  the  Consular 
Service,  the  making  of  it  more  effective 
for  the  promotion  of  British  trade,  and 
the  maintenance  and  extension  of  our  just 
commercial  treaty  rights  all  the  world 
over — are  practical  means  for  increasing 
the  prosperity  of  British  trade,  and  I  hope 
that  the  noble  Lord  will  be  able  to  give  us 
satisfactory  assurances  on  these  matters. 
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If  hft  would  asBoie  ns  tli&t,  inetead  of 
asking  (or  a  loaded  reTolver  with  which 
to  enter  upon  a  fiscal  war  with  the  whole 
universe,  the  Foreign  Secretary  will  de- 
vote his  earnest  attention  to  remedying 
die  defects  I  have  pointed  out,  he  would 
secure  much  more  practical  benefit  to 
Britiah  tnde  than  by  any  illusory 
sdiemea  of  fiscal  retaliation.  The  ques- 
tion of  British  trade  and  commerce  is  not 
a  Party  question,  for  sorely  Members  on 
both  sides  and  their  constituents  are 
equally  interested  in  upholding  and  ex- 
tending the  prosperity  of  the  trade  and 
comnieioe  of  tiie  country.   I  beg  to  move. 

Mr.  bigg  (Westmoreland,  Appleby) 
formally  aeccmded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words — 

"  *  And  we  humbly  r^KMotto  Yonr  Hajeefy 
that  it  10  easential  for  the  safegnarding  and 
promotion  of  the  commercial  and  p^tical 
mtereata  ci  the  British  Empire  that  adeqaate 
Bteps  should  be  taken  to  maintain  and  extend 
our  commercial  treaty  rights,  and  that  the 
Oonsolar  Service  should  be  reorganised  and 
strengthened  on  lines  calculated  to  make  it 
more  efFectire  for  the  promotion  of  the  trade  of 
the  British  Empire.*  "—(^r-  Joseph  WaJim.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

*Earl  PERCT  :  The  hon.  Member  has 
dwelt  with  great  insistence — and  with  a 
pesmmism  which  is  not  frequently  re- 
flected in  the  speeches  of  his  Party  when 
dealing  with  our  fiscal  policy — on  the 
importance  of  British  trade,  especially  in 
China.  We  all  recognise  the  great  im- 
portance of  our  trade  interests  in  China. 
It  is  almost  a  common-place.  The  loss 
of  the  Chinese  market  would  be  a  severe 
blow  to  our  present  trade  ;  the  less  of  the 
prospective  markets  of  China  would  be 
a  Still  more  serious  blow  to  our  trade  of 
the  future.  We  all  admit  the  premises  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  when  upon 
those  premises  he  proceeds  to  build 
an  argument  implying  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Biitish  Government  to  main- 
tain, and  increase  British  trade,  I  must 
demur  from  his  proposition.  So  long  as 
we  adhere  to  cur  present  fiscal  policy, 
that  is  not  only  not  the  duty  of  the 
British  Government,  but  it  is  beyond 
our  power.    Hitherto  we    have  de- 

Mr.  JoB^h  fyalton. 
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tiberately  adhered  to  our  old  ^stam  of 
drawing  a  clear  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  province  of  the  State  and  the 
province  of  the  individual  trader.  We 
have  deliberately  adopted  au  attitude  of 
laissez  faire,  or  at  least,  of  benevolent 
neutrality  towards  the  efforts  of  British 
commercial  enterprise.  We  altogether 
decline  to  use  State  credit  for  the  purpose 
of  financing  or  aiding  industrial  or  com- 
mercial imdertakings  abroad ;  and  we  do 
not  use  our  tariff  for  the  purpose  of  impart- 
ing an  artificial  stimulus  to  our  export 
trade.  Foreign  countries  adopt  the  very 
opposite  policy.  They  not  only  act  as 
the  foster-mothers  of  tiieir  own  trade,  but 
they  might  almost  be  said  to  be  tradera 
on  their  own  account.  By  a  great 
variety  of  expedients— the  protection  of 
the  home  market,  bounties  on  exports, 
drawbacks,  preferential  railway  rates, 
subsidies  to  shipping,  and  guaranteed 
loans  for  railway  enterprise  abroad — 
they  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
maintain  their  hold  on  existing  mariuts, 
and  to  capture  new  ones ;  and  they  test 
the  success  of  tiiat  policy,  not  by  the 
burden  of  taxation  which  it  throws 
upon  their  own  subjects,  but  by  the 
resultant  increase  of  their  export 
trade.  It  is  well  that  we  should 
understand  one  another.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham recently  impressed  upon  an  audience 
the  necessity  of  learning  to  think  Im- 
perially. I  think  it  is  equally  important 
that  we  should  learn  to  think  clearly.  I 
should  very  much  like  to  know  what  is 
the  policy  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 
Does  he  desire  that  we  should  change 
our  policy,  and  adopt  that  of  foreign 
countries  in  these  matters  ?  If  tbe 
Party  opposite  derire  that,  let  them 
say  so,  and  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
discuss  it. 


*Hb.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  Change 
your  policy  of  '*  drift." 

•Earl  PERCY:  If,  however,  they  are 
perfwtly  satisfied  with  improved  techni- 
cal education,  with  more  Gharlottenborg 
schools,  with  a  remodelled  and  extended 
Consular  Service,  then  all  I  say  is — that 
measures  of  this  kind,  however  desirable, 
form  but  an  insignificant^  part  jof  the 
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maoliinery  on  which  our  foreign  com- 
petitcffs  rely  to  take  away  onr  trade,  and 
as  complete  remedies  tiiey  would  not  be 
efiectiTe.  Unless  we  are  prepared  to  go 
very  much  further,  what  is  the  use  of 
indulging  in  all  this  hollow  rhetoric 
about  the  British  Government  not 
afiording  the  same  amount  of  support  to 
their  natitmals  that  is  afE<nded  by  forugn 
Governments  to  theirs  ?  I  entirely  deny 
that  the  decline  of  British  trade,  each  as 
it  is,  is  to  be  traced  to  the  causes  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers.  As  I 
have  said,  so  long  as  our  present  fiscal 
policy  is  adhered  to,  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  British  Government  to  maintain  and 
increase  our  commerce ;  that  is  the  duty 
of  British  traders.  The  duty  of  the 
Government  is  to  keep  dear  the  avenues 
and  to  increase,  if  possible,  the  oppor- 
tunities for  commerce,  and  to  see  that 
the  open  door  is  leaUy  open,  and  not 
merely  ajar. 

*Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON  :  Bnt  yon 
do  not  do  it. 

*Earl  PERC7 :  It  is  by  that  test,  and 
that  test  alone,  that  onr  policy  must  be 
judged.  The  hon.  Member  will  forgive 
me  if  I  do  not  follow  him  into  such  ancient 
history  as  that  of  onr  commercial  treaty 
with  Madagascar.  That  has  been  often 
discussed  in  this  House,  and  I  think 
everybody  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstauces  of  the  case.  When  •  the 
French  first  went  to  Madagascar  and 
established  a  Protectorate,  we  did  obtain 
a  definite  assurance  that  they  would 
continue  to  respect  the  treaty  rights 
which  we  had  obtained  from  the  native 
Ckwemment.  Subsequently,  when  they 
converted  the  protectorate  into  annexa- 
tion, they  held  that  by  tiie  act  of  annexa- 
tion they  had  dispensed  themselves  from 
the  necessity  of  acting  any  longer  upon 
assurance.  We  did  not  hold  that  view 
at  the  time,  and  we  not  hold  it  now ;  we 
protested  at  the  time,  and  we  have  con- 
tinned  to  protest.  I  do  not  know  that 
tiiere  is  anything  more  to  be  said  about 
it  except  that  it  is  an  experience  by 
which  we  should  do  well  to  profit  when 
we  are  engaged  in  negotiations  of  the 
same  kind,  so  that,  knowing  the  view  the 
French  Grovemment  take  of  the  effect  of 
annexation,  we  may  avoid  similar  mis- 
understanding  in  tl^  future. 


Then  the  hon.  Hemba  passed  from 
Bladagasoar  to  Persia,  and  criticised  our 
commercial  treaty  •  To  begin  with  I 
should  like  to  make  two  corrections. 
The  hon.  Member  seemed  to  think  that 
the  mode  in  which  the  signatures  were 
appended  to  the  treaty  constituted  a 
departure  from  precedent.  Itdid  notliing 
of  the  kind.  The  document  was  signed  in 
the  French  text  by  the  English  pleni- 
potentiaries, and  in  the  Persian  text  by 
the  Persian  plenipotentiaries.  Then  he 
said  we  had  gratuitously  prevented 
our  Colonies  from  giving  to  the  mother 
country  preferential  treatment.  We  did 
nothing  of  the  kind.  On  the  contrary, 
we  took  care  to  obtain  a  special  assur- 
ance from  the  Persian  Government;  tiiat 
nothing  in  the  treaty  would  prevent  the 
Colonies  from  giving  prefermtial  toeat- 
ment  to  the  mother  country. 

*Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  That  assur- 
ance is  not  in  the  treaty. 

*Eaal  PERCY :  No,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  treaty  which  binds  the 
Persian  Government  regarding  the 
preferences  given  by  the  colonies  to  the 
mother  country. 

•Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :   Oh  ye% 

there  is. 

*Eari,  PEBCT  :  At  all  events,  the 
Persian  Government  takes  a  different 
view  from  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Then 
he  says  that  in  that  treaty  we  are 
woKe  off  than  we  were  under  the  old 
treaty.  Yes,  and  I  am  very  glad 
he  lua  drawn  attention  to  the  fact; 
it  is  an  admirable  illustration  of 
the  veilue  to  us  of ;  the  most-favoured- 
nation clause,  which  hon.  Members 
opposite  seem  to  regard  as  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  our  commercial  prosperity. 
For  something  like  half  a  century,  up  to 
last  year,  British  trade  in  Persia  depended 
exclusively  on  most-favoured-nation 
treatment  under  the  Russian  treaty. 
The  time  came  when  the  Persian 
Government  was  in  need  of  money,  an<l 
wished  to  substitute  a  new  commercial 
treaty  for  the  old  one,  and  the  Russians 
in  negotiating  the  new  commercial 
treaty  took  very  great  care  of  their 
own  interests  and  were  not  specially 
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careful  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  Great 
Btitain.  No  cme  can  say  that  that  was 
satisfactory  to  us,  but  the  blame  attaches 

to  both  Govemmente — Liberal  as  well  as 
Conserrative.  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
might  have  given  the  present  Govern- 
ment the  credit  of  having  been  tiie 
first  GoTemment  who  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  put  our  commercial  rights 
in  Persia  beyond  doubt  and  secure  for  us 
not  only  the  SHme  rights  as  the  Russian 
Government  obtained,  but  also  a  definite 
security  that  the  rate  of  duties  cannot  be 
again  raised  on  British  commerce  with- 
out our  consent.  I  am  happy  to  inform 
the  hon.  Member  that  alUxough,  on  the 
face  of  it,  that  that  treaty  did  seem  likely 
to  have  an  injurious  effect  on  Briti^ 
trade,  it  has  not  had  that  efiect  so  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  ascertain.  I  have 
got  out  the  figures  of  the  imports  during 
the  first  quarters  of  1902-3  and  1903-4.  I 
give  them  in  quantities  and  not  in  value. 
The  Customs  returns  show  that  in  the 
period  March  to  June,  1903-4,  the  import 
of  Russian  tea  increased  by  398  mannds, 
while  the  import  of  tea  from  the  British 
Empire  increased  by  92,856  mannds. 
The  increase  in  cotton  tissues  from 
Russia  was  140,288  maunds  whilst  the 
increase  for  the  British  Empire  was 
268,738  maunds.  So  far  as  we  are  able 
to  ascertain  the  facts  the  Treaty  has  not 
had  any  really  serious  effect  in  dimini^- 
ing  British  exports  to  Persia.  The  hon. 
Member  went  on  to  discuss  the  position 
in  China.  He  refsned  to  our  trade  there, 
and  he  seemed  to  think  that  it  had  steadily 
and  even  rapidly  diminished.  I  do  not 
want  to  weary  the  House  by  quoting  any 
more  statistics,  but  I  assure  the  House  that 
that  is  not  so,  but  Briti^  trade,  on  the 
contrary,  is  now  steadily  rising.  There 
was  a  period  just  after  the  Boxer'tiouble 
when  were  was  a  certain  diminution,  but 
since  then  it  has  more  than  recovered  its 
former  level.  The  hon.  Member  dealt 
with  the  question  of  railway  concessions. 
If  we  consider  merely  the  mileage 
obtained  by  British  as  compared  with 
foreign  concessionaires,  our  record  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  theirs.  It 
is  quite  Que  that  there  has  been  a  regret- 
table delay  in  materialising  those  con- 
cessions,  and  so  far  as  that  is  due  to  the 
action  of  the  Chinese  Government,  we 
have  lost  no  opportunity  of  urging  them 
to  accelerate  the  proceedings,  and  I  am 
Earl  Percy, 


happy  to  say  tiiat,  at  the  pzesmt  moment 
the  prospects  of  British  railway  enterprise 
in  China  are  better  than  they  have  beea 
for  a  long  time  past.  Id  August  last 
year  an  undentanding  was  arrived  at 
with  Prince  Cbing  under  which  the 
Fekin  Syndicate's  line  norUi  of  the 
Yellow  River  is  to  have  a  Chinese 
Government  guarantee,  and  the  promise 
obtained  hj  the  British  and  CSiina 
Corporation  to  construct  a  railway 
from  Pukon  opposite  Nanking  to  join  the 
Luhan  line  at  Sinyang  has  been  con- 
firmed. We  have  also  obtained  a  promise 
from  the  Chinese  Government  that  when- 
ever the  time  arrives  when  they  wish  to 
have  a  railway  built  from  the  Yangtze  to 
Szechaan  and  they  ace  not  able  to  find 
the  funds  themselves  they  will  apply  to 
British  capital.  The  hon.  Member  has 
alluded  to  the  question  of  railway 
material  and  he  seems  to  think  that 
there  are  certain  clauses  in  the  contracts 
made  by  foreign  companies  with  the 
Chinese  Government  compelling  them  to 
order  all  their  railway^  material  from  a 
particulu  source,  which  would  constitute 
a  violation  of  the  most-favoured-nation 
treatment.  As  far  as  we  are  aware, 
there  is  no  clause  of  such  a  char.-wter 
in  those  contracts  and  we  shall  be  glad 
if  the  hon.  Member  will  give  us  any 
definite  information  on  that  point.  He 
has  also  alluded  to  the  commercial 
treaty  signed  by  ourselves  and  China 
last -year,  and  he  is  much  aggrieved  that 
we  did  not  insert  in  that  treaty  a  clause 
asserting  our  right  to  most-favoured- 
nation treatment.  As  I  said  before, 
there  is  no  need  for  such  a  clause,  be- 
cause it  does  not  supersede  the  Treaty  of 
Tientsin,  and  under  that  treaty  our  right 
to  the  most-favoured-nation  treatment  is 
safeguarded.  The  new  British  com- 
mercial treaty  came  into  operation  in 
Jnly  last  year,  and  not  January  of 
this  year  as  the  hon.  Member  said. 
Article  VIII.  will  come  into  force  when 
it  has  been  accepted  by  the  other  Powers. 
With  regard  to  treaty  ports  Kongmooo 
has  been  already  opened  by  Imperial 
decree  and  has  been  a  port  of  calf  ever 
since  the  West  River  was  opened  to 
steamers.  Nanning  Fu  has  also  been 
opened  by  Imperial  decree.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  Bt«amers  cannot  easily  reach 
Nanning  Fu,  and  that  as  regards  trade 
it  is  not  the  importan^laoe  it  was  at 
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oistime  supposed  to  be.  Therefore  no 
steps  have  been  taken  either  by  the 
Chinese  Government  or  our  own  Govern- 
ment to  establish  a  Customs  House  or 
Consuls  there.  As  regards  ports  of  call  on 
the  West  River  eight  ports  have  been 
opened  for  passenger  traffic.  Rules  for 
inland  navigation  have  been  issued  by 
Hir  Robert  Hart,  and  provisional  regula- 
tions for  carrying  out  the  stipulations  of 
the  Treaty  have  been  approved  by  the 
Chinese  Foreign  Office.  There  was  no 
provision  in  t£e  Treaty  for  the  creation 
of  a  conservancy  at  Canton,  but  a  survey 
of  the  harbour  has  been  cirried  out  by  a 
Chinese  revenue  steamer  with  a  view  to 
the  removal  of  obstructions.  At  Whangpo 
a  Board  was  to  be  formed.  It  has  not, 
however,  been  constituted  yet  owing  to 
the  delay  of  the  Chinese  Government  in 
appointing  their  representative.  We 
have  made  frequent  representations  on 
ike  subject ;  and  it  will  becomo  neces- 
sary if  the  Chines3  Government  do 
not  appoint  their  representative  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  without  him.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member  expects  me 
this  afternoon  to  go  into  a  oonipaiison  of 
the  advantages  between  the  British  treaty 
and  the  treaties  made  with  the  United 
States  and  Japan.  I  dispute  entirely 
that  the  United  States  treaty  is  superior 
to  ours.  On  the  contrary,  the  United 
St'Jtee  treaty  omits  provisions  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  British  trade. 
As  regards  their  two  treaty  ports,  it  is  the 
intention  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  appoint  and  S3nd  out  Consuls  to  both 
Mukden  and  Antung. 

The  hon.  Member  asked  me  a  general 
question  with  reference  to  th?  situation 
in  Manchuria  as  bearing  on  the  treaty 
rights  of  this  country.  I  do  not  want 
to  discuss  that  subject  in  detail  for 
very  obvious  reaso.-i4  but  I  may  say 
that  no  effective  steps  have  been 
taken  to  carry  out  the  evacuation 
of  Manchuria  since  th?  House  rose. 
After  the  notification  by  Admlrnl 
Alexieff  in  May  that  the  province 
of  Shingking  was  to  be  evacuated,  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  -is  no  doubt  aware, 
Mukden  Was  again  reoccupied  by  Russian 
troops.  As  regards  Niu-chwang  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  correctly  stated  the  posi- 
tion. The  maritime  Customs  are  still  paid 
into  the  Russo-Chinese  bank  to  the  credit 
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of  the  Russian  Government.  As  regards 
the  native  Customs  which  also  form  part  of 
the  security  for  the  Indemnity  and  were 
to  be  administered  by  the  staff  of  the 
Inspector-General,  we  are  informed  that 
they  have  lately  been  placed  under  a 
Russian  nominee  and  the  representative  of 
the  Imperial  maritime  Customs  has  been 
removed.  A  Blue-book  will  shortly  be 
published,  which  will  deal  with  Man- 
churia alone,  and  which  will  contain 
a  very  full  account  of  all  the  historical 
events  and  of  our  action  in  regard  to 
them  from  the  date  of  the  Boxer  rising. 
The  hon.  Member  has  referred  to  the  as- 
surances given  by  Russia.  On  the  8th 
January  the  latest  of  these  assurancss 
was  made  to  Lord  Lansdowne  in  the 
following  declaration  by  the  Russian 
Government — 

"  la  order  to  prevent  all  misuaderst&ading 
and  misconntruction  Russia  considers  it  indis- 
peosable,  iDdependently  of  the  conditions  which 
will  in  the  future  definitely  determine  the 
charA>2ter  of  her  relations  with  Manchuria,  to 
declare  from  this  day  forth  that  she  has  no 
intention  whatever  of  placing  any  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  continued  enjoyment  by  foreign 
Powers  of  the  rights  acquired  by  them  in  virtue 
of  treaties  now  in  force." 

Count  B3nckendorff  subsequently  ex- 
plained on  19th  January,  in  answer  to  an 
inquiry  by  Lord  Lansdowne,  that  this 
assurance  meant  that  whatever  changes 
might  hereafter  be  introduced  in  ^e 
relations  of  Russia  and  Manchuria  the 
Powers  would  preserve  the  rights  which 
they  enjoyed  under  existing  treaties. 
I  will  only  say  one  word  in  conclusion  in 
answer  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  enquiries 
with  regard  to  the  Consular  Service. 
The  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
that  sat  last  session  to  consider  the  new 
regulations  to  be  drawn  up  for  the  Con- 
sular 'Service  have  been  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Secretary  of  Stat?,  and 
the  general  principles  of  thes?  recom- 
meniations  have  received  his  ap- 
proval. We  hope  very  shortly  to 
be  able  to  mike  a  more  distinct  state- 
ment on,  the  subject.  If  these  recom- 
mendations are  carried  out  we  hope  that 
the  Consular  Service  in  the  future  will 
contain  a  larger  element  drawn  from 
the  commercial  class.  A  certain  number 
of  vacancies  will  probably  be  set  aside 
for  candidates  who  have  had  a  com- 
mercial training,  and  they  will  spend 
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"ome  time  subsequeDt  to  their  examina- 
tion in  the  Intelligence  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  In  regard 
to  the  CoDBular  Trade  Bepcarts  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  finds  so  unsatis- 
factory, a  circular  was  issued  to  Consuls 
in  the  course  of  1902  drawing  attention 
to  the  point  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
mentioned, that  these  Reports  are  too  often 
overloaded  with  matter  which  is  not 
properly  commercial  to  the  exclusion  of 
matter  which  is  of  special  interest  to 
the  mercantile  community,  and  also 


genius  of  friendship — sincere,  kind,  and 
staunch  friendship.  Mr.  Powell  Williams, 
who,  a  few  hours  ago  passed  away  from 
our  great  world -theatre,  found  friends 
amongst  us  all.  But  to  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  he  was  more  than  an 
ordinary  friend.  He  was  one  who,  in 
sunshine  and  in  storm,  was  his  close,  faith- 
ul,  and  trusted  adherent;  and  I  for  one, 
and  I  believe  in  all  parts  of  the  House 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  agree  with  me,  fully 
comprehend  and  entirely  respect  the 
feeling  which  has  mastered  the  Member 


defining  the  points  on  which  information  i  for  West  Birmingham. 
18  required.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that,  as  these 

t  JOSEPH  WALTON  aslcedle^^^  XtC  Sl^n' ri^^^^^^^^ 

to  withdraw  the  Amendment.  ^^^j  j^^^^i^^l  policie^are  unable  to  take 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Main  Question  again  proposed. 


FISCAL  POLICY. 


Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  {Montrose 
Burghs)  moved  the  Amendment  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  in  regard  to  the  fiscal 
policy  of  the  country .  He  said :  I  am 
sorry  to  know,  though  this  Amendment 


part  in  this  debat'i,  we  should  postpone 
it.  I  cannot  myself,  for  one  moment, 
think  that  a  well-founded  view.  I  think 
we  are  bound  in  this  House  to  take  the 
very  first  opportunity  of  bringing 
to  the  test  of  a  discussion  at  close 
quarters  ths  question  that  has  agitated 
the  mind  of  the  country  for  the  last  four 
or  five  months,  and  we  ought  to  know 
— it  is  our  duty  to  know — where  the 
House  stands,  where  Ministers  stand,  and 


has  been  postponed  for  some  ^  days,  that '  where  the  question  stands.    I  think  quite 

long  enough,  and  too  long,  has  it  beer* 
the  case  that  this  House,  of  all  places  in 
the  island,  is  the  only  place  where  this 
question  has  not  been,  and  apparently  is 
not  to  be,  discussed.  We  think  the 
House  of  Commons  would  be  wanting  in 
one  of  its  first  duties,  perhaps  its  most 
fundamental  duty,  if  it  were  not  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  raising  the  question 
which  arises  on  ray  Amendment.  After 
all,  its  highest  constitutional  function  is 
to  examine  the  national  charges,  to  survey 
national  ways  and  means,  to  adjust  the 
national  burden.  We  are  going  this 
session  to  do  so  in  remarkable — I  think 
in  unprecedented— circumstances.  We 
have  not  only  the  well-known  announce- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister,  which  I  will 
not  trouble  at  this  stage  to  introduce, 
that  he  is  for  a  deep  and  genuine  chanf;r> 


even  now  we  shall  not  be  able  to  have 
the  advantage  of  the  presence  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  will  be  able  to  attend  before  the 
debate  is  concluded,  but  in  any  cas3, 
however  that  may  be,  I  am  sure  I  need 
not  tell  the  House  how  much,  both 
personally  and  on  public  grounds,  I  regret 
his  absence.  There  is  one  other  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  only  less  important,  if 
indeed  less  important,  than  the  Prime 
Minister,  whose  presence  I  understand  we 
are  not  to  look  for  during  the  course  of 
this  debate.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Birm- 
ingham. Ihope  I  shall  not  be  trespassing 
beyond  the  proprieties  of  the  occasion  if  I 
mention  that  I  have  known  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  half  a  life-time.  During 
all  those  years  I  was  in  close  and  intimate 


relations  with  him,  and  I  do  not  think  I  '  in  our  fiscal  policy— that  we  are  to  annul 
will  allow  any  differences  of  opinion  upon  i  and  delete  the  traditions  of  two  genfra- 
pubiic  questions— and  between  him  and  |  tions.  We  have  also  from  the  Chancellor 
me  they  are,  and  have  been,  profound,  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Minister  who  is 
and  never  more  profound  than  they  are  specially  responsible  for  the  financvil 
to-day— to  prevent  me  irom  saying,  if  administration  of  the  countrv,  a  stroi  « 
theHousewillpermitme,  that  he  possesses  declaration  that  "the  time  hns  com - 
in  a  most  marked  and  peculiar  degree  the  ;  when  we  shoul^  "^c^e^J^f^J^l^t** 
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traditions  of  the  past" — I  think  he  must  own  foresight.    Every  observation  that  I 


have  forgotten  that  he  is  on  the  Conser- 
vative side  of  the  House — "  and  that  we 
should  allow   oorselves  to  think  for 
ourselves."     That  is  very  impressive, 
but  does  that  Bench  think  for  them- 
selves ?  Then  he  says : — "  We  are  making 
progress."   Who  are  "  we,"  and  where 
is  the  progress  to  ?    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will,  no  doubt,  answer  us  those 
questions ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
indispensable  that,  if  we  are  to  discuss 
our  financial  situation,  the  supreme  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  with  real  efficacy,  we 
must  know  whether  we  have  got  a  pro- 
tectionist or  an  anti-protectionist  Govern- 
ment to  guide  us.    It  is  not  very  easy  to 
be  quite  sure  of  that.   We  are  apt,  in 
this  House,  to  i^ard  with  suspicion,  and 
perhaps  with  a  trace  of  mockery,  anybody 
who  introduces  a  Moticm,  and  begins  by 
saying  that  it  is  not  a  Party  Motion.  I 
venture  respectfully  to  submit  to  the 
House  that  I  can  make  that  claim  to-day, 
because  my  Amendment  will,  unless  I 
am  greatly  mistaken,  be  most  powerfully 
reinforced,  perhaps  even  more  powerfully 
than  we  could  argue  it  on  this  side,  by 
Gentlemen  who  are  sitting  among -your- 
selves, by  Gentlemen  who  a  few  months 


made  almost  has  been  verified  by  the 
scenes  of  the  last  few  months.  I  warned 
the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  he  was  entering  upon  a  course 
which  would  inevitably  lead  him  or  his 
Party  to  colonial  preference  and  to  a  tax 
upon  food — to  proposals  for  a  tax  upon 
food. 

Well  now,  the  Chanc?lbr  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  Tuesday  last  ref  ?rre  \  to  some 
language  I  had  us.^d  implying  that  the 
state  of  the  indu8tri?8  of  the  country  was 
not  all  that  we  could  desire.  I  have 
always  held  for  the  last  eight  years  the 
same  language.  I  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  on  this  point.  I  have  said 
it  again  and  again  both  inside  this  House 
and  outside  this  House.  There  is  a  great 
deal  in  the  state  of  the  commerce  and  in* 
dustry,  and  of  the  employment  of  our 
population  which  must  give  every  serious 
and  observant  man  plenty  of  food  for 
reflection.  I  have  always  in  the  country 
wound  up  with  the  declaration  of  the 
late  Lord  Salisbury,  which  was  that  there 
!  is  ground  for  anxiety,  that  no  statesman 
can  look  around  and  see  these  new  con- 
ditions without  anxiety  ;  but  then  Lord 


ago  were  amongst  your  most  trusted  and  |  Salisbury  went  on  to  sLv- 
responsible  and  experienced  leaders  and 
Members.    That  is  one  thing  which,  I      "  That  is  no  reason  why  we  should  gra^p  at 
think,  divests  my  Amendment  of  a  Party  .  ''^^J'^^ ^^^'^^  '^'^^  P"' 

aspect  purely.   And  I  would  venture  ° 

another,  however  insignificant,  observa- 1  Sir,  if  theHousewill,foranin8tant,par- 
tion  of  a  personal  kind,  that  in  economics  donan  historical  reference :  during  the  last 
and  finance,  so  gravely  do  I,  for  my  part,  sixty  years, which  we  are  going  to  refer  to 
always  regard  these  questions — much  so  often  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  the 
more  gravely  than  purely  political  ques-  first  step  was  Sir  Robert  Peel's  liberation 
tions—thatwhentherighthon. Gentleman  from  the  tariff  of  a  certain  number  of 
the  Member  for  Bristol  was  Chancellor  of  articles  in  1842.  There  then  followed, 
the  Exchequer  he  will  remember  that  I  in  1860,  eighteen  years  afterwards,  what 
voted  freely  away  from  my  friends  who ,  Mr.  Gladstone  always  used  to  call  the 
sit  near  me,  and  that  I  supported  the  cardinal  and  organic  emaDcipatory  free 

trade  period.  During  that  time,  first  by 
Sir  Robert  Peel  and  then  Mr.  Gladstone, 
an  enormous  number  of  articles  were 
removed  from  the  tariff  which  restricted 
trade,  which  interfered  with  the  applica- 
tion of  capital,  and  which  presented  the 
free  exercise  of  skill  and  industry.  I  am 
not  sure  that  it  was  1860  ;  anyhow,  by 
1860  or  1866  that  great  emancipatory 
period  was  concluded.  And  these  wore 
all  occasions  of  the  most  remarkable 
kind.  And  there  waswhat  theright  hon. 
Member  for  Bristol  will  admit,  a  further 
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Government  on  the  coal  tax  and  on 
the  sugar  tax.  But  the  last  straw — the 
corn  duty— broke  my  back,  and  I  could 
support  him  and  the  Government  no 
more.  I  do  not  oft^n  regale  myself  by 
reading  old  speeches  of  my  own,  but 
when  I  went  over  again  the  observations 
which  I  had  to  address  to  the  House  in 
moving  the  rejection  of  the  Report 
stage  of  the  Corn  Duty  Clause  of  the 
Finance  Bill,  I  really  was  astonished, 
not  at  my  own  moderation,  but  at  my 
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important  step  taken,  not  in  this  House, 
nor  by  a  statesman,  but  by  the  constitu- 
encies in  the  year  1874,  when  they  by 
their  rejection  of  the  proposals  then  made 
to  them  for  the  abolition  of  the  income- 
tax,  settled  finally  that  the  income- 
t:iz  was  to  be  a  permanent  instrument  of 
the  national  revenue.  There  are  three  or 
four  stages  of  which  I  venture  to  remind 
t'le  House.  It  may  be ;  we  do 
not  know  yet  whether  the  new  move- 
ment that  began  on  15th  May 
List  year  was  a  conflagration  or  whether 
it  is  to  prove  merely  the  flash  of  a 
meteor ;  I  hope  that  this  debate  will 
perhaps  clear  the  air  a  little  on  that  issue  ; 
I  ut  anyhow  there  is  this  peculiarity 
ill  the  situation  in  which  we  have  now 
entered.  In  1843  the  state  of  the  finances 


history  of  this  crisis  last  Tuesday  night 
I  am  not  going  to  repeat  it  to  the  House. 
But  the  change,  everybody  knows  is 
expressed  in  a  sentence.  This  new  fiscal 
policy  was  sprung  upon  the  country.  I 
do  not  use  the  word  "  sprung  "  in  an  in- 
vidious ssnso;  but  it  was  launched  from 
the  colonial  point  of  view.  The  colonial 
point  of  view  pretty  rapidly  disappeared. 
[Ministerial  cries  of "  No,  no."]  The  hon. 
Member  who  says  "  No,"  if  he  takes  part 
in  the  debate  later,  'will  perhaps  tell  us  how 
he  regards  the  posHion  of  the  colonial 
policy.  It  disappeared,  and  a  new  case 
was  presented.  It  was  then  that  the 
industry  and  commerce  of  the  country 
were  languishing  H.nd  declining,  and 
demanded  a  prompt  and  immediate 
treatment  (that  was  the  new  case),  and 


of  the  country,  the  state  of  the  industry  |  that  a  remedy  should  be  provided  with 


of  the  country,  the  dilapidation  of  the 
revenue,  were  so  marked  that  it  was 
t  he  urgent  duty  of  the  Ministry  of  that 
day  at  onre  to  set  to  work  to  remedy 
so  deplorable  a  state  of  things.  That 
w:\s  what  Sir  Robert  Peel  did  in  1846. 
'i  here  was  scarcity  and  famine  which 
cried  aloud  for  legislation  ;  and  in  1860 
there  were  particular  relations  between 
this  country  and  France.  At  that 
moment  there  was  also  an  accidental 
s  ate  of  things  in  the  Exchequer  which 
pfcipated  the  occasion  of  which  Mr. 
Gladstone  took  advantage.  Upon  all 
those  occasions  there  was  urgency;  and 
even,  if  I  may  refer  to  1886,  when  a  very 
great  and  important  step  was  taken  by 
tlie  Prime  Minister  of  that  day,  whi^h 
f'ivided  Parties,  as  Parties  are  divided 
now,  there  was  urgency.  If  the  Prime 
?.Tinister  had  been  here  now  I  am  sure 
he  would  have  agreed  with  iwe  that  the 
solution  which  we  then  propounded  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country  and  which 
this  House  first  and  the  country  after- 
wards rejected — whether  that  solution  of 
Home  Rule  was  right  or  wrong — there 
was  in  the  state  of  Ireland  a  condition 
of  social  order,  and  there  was  in  this 
House  a  state  of  Parties  which  tnade  it  a 
question  of  urgency.  But  where  is  the 
urgency  for  the  change  that  the  Ministry 
now  propose  ?  What  is  the  crisis,  what 
is  the  emergency  1    I  know  that  all  con- 


the  utmost  despatch.  It  was  rather 
odd,  because  it  was  not  long  before  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  who  first 
launched  the  policy,  had  in  tones  of 
perfectly  natural  jubilation  congratulated 
the  country  that  it  had  been  able  to  bear 
the  enormous  financial  burden  of  the 
Boer  war  without  turning  a  hair.  But 
I  see  opposite  to  me  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Very  likely  he  will  do 
me  tbe  honour  to  follow  me  in  this 
debate.  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  this  time  last  year  did  not  think 
that  there  was  any  crisis  or  any  emer- 
gency. This  is  the  languagt'  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  his 
{  constituents  on  23rd  January,  1903 — 

I     "  He  confessed  that  he  did  not   see  any 
signs  of  tbe  decline  and  min  <A  British  industry 
which  was  tbe  prominent  topic  with  the  British 
new^apers,  and  though  the  critics  might  have 
I  done  good  by  drawing  att«^ntion  to  the  short- 
'  coming,  they  could  have  too  much  even  of  a 
good  thing,  and  be  was  bound  to  say  that  he 
thou^t  the  part  of  Cassandra  had  been  some* 
what  overdone.     He  thought  that  in  this 
!  matter  they  could  do  wdl  with  a  little  of  tbe 
{  optimism  which  diBtingnished  Mr.  Chamber- 

'  Uin." 

I 

I  I  respectfully  ask  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  to  tell  us  when  he  rises 
whether  in  his  view  there  was  an  emer- 
gency then.  Surely  not !  Then  what 
happened  within  three  or  four  months  ? 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
seems  to  have  been  led  by  the  Member 


troversies  are  liable  to  expand  and  to  |  f^^^  ^^g^  gjj^i  i„to  a  completely 

prow  ;  and  after  the  very  effective  treat-  '  ^ew  and  reverse  position,  and  we  should 
ment  which  my  right  hon.  friend  thi  be  glad  to  know  whether  now  he  thinks. 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  gave  to  the  <  he  having  used  thq  laUKWUt?  >  which  I 
Mr.JohnMorhy.  "^'^'^^'^^ 
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have  just  read  to  the  House,  that  agri- 
culture is  destroyed  —  [Sir  Howard 
Vincent  :  Hear,  hear !  ]-— and  all  the 
rest  of  it.  I  should  listen  to  him  with 
the  most  respectful  attention.  Will  he  tell 
us  why  he  has  changed  his  mind,  if  he  has 
changed  his  mind  1  Is  there  any  indication 
or  the  smallest  evidence  of  there  being  a 
crisis  or  an  emergency  except  an  artifi- 
cial and  invented  crisis  ?  The  Prime 
Minister  himself,  I  think  at  Bristol,  said 
that  he  would  have  been  very  glad  if 
circumstances — I  do  not  know  quite 
what  the  oiroumstances  were — allowed 
him  to  leave  this  question,  which  was  an 
urgent  question,  as  an  open  question  in 
his  Cabinet.  If  it  had  been  a  critical  or 
an  urgent  question,  it  would  not  have 
been  an  open  question.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  that.  There  is  another 
point  about  that  which  I  address  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
Government  instituted  what  they  called 
an  inquiry  —  a  proceeding  which  the 
Duke  of  Devondiire,  although  a  party  to 
it,  describes  publicly  as  having  provei  a 
deception.  But  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  speaks  in  the  most  contemp- 
tuous language  of  the  inquiry  instituted 
by  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  says  that 
this  Blue-book  is  the  library  of  the  free 
importers,  meaning  by  that  the  whole 
contents  of  that  Blue-book  are  a  library 
of  arguments  for  free  importers.  [Cries 
of  "  No."] 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  long 
in  arguing  the  second  clause  of  my 
Amendment,  namely,  "  that  the  re- 
moval of  protectivf  duties  has  for  more 
than  half  a  century  actively  conduced  to 
the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  nation."  You  may 
dispute,  if  you  please ;  I  fully  admit 
how  many  other  elements  there  are  that 
have  entered  into  that  most  prosperous 
and  satisfactory  state  of  things  which, 
until  the  other  day,  we  were  all  agreed 
in  recognising.  Of  course  there  were 
other  elements  which  may  have  entered, 
but  any  hon.  Member  who  endeavours 
to  make  an  adjustment  of  the  degree  to 
which  this  prosperity  is  due  to  free  trade, 
or  to  other  elements,  I  warn  him  that  he 
will  enter  upon  a  task  of  the  most  intri- 
cate and  complex  character.  This  I  do 
venture  to  say,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion flora  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  or 


anywhere  else,  that  the  condition  prece" 
dent  to  this  country's  being  able  to  avail 
itself  of  the  various  other  elements,  such 
as  railways  and  other  things  which  havj 
been  good  for  the  country,  was  free  trade. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  indulge  for  a 
moment  in  a  philosophical  reSection, 
you  may  say,  if  you  please, 
that  the  decision,  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn  Laws  in  1846,  to  make  the  ideal  of 
those  islands  a  manufacturing  com- 
munity, instead  of  an  agricultural 
community — ^you  may  say,  if  you  like, 
that  that  was  a  wrong  decision.  But  I 
am  no  great  idolater  of  thefactory  system. 
I  think  it  has  produced,  and  I  refer  to 
them  in  my  Amendment,  a  state  of  things 
which  needs  manifest  and  urgent  reme- 
dies. I  remember  Mr.  Mill,  formerly  a 
Member  of  this  House  and  much  more 
than  a  Member  of  this  Hons?.  He  ussd 
to  tell  us  that  if  the  alternative  was 
between  Socialism  and  the  evil  social 
condition  then,  as  now,  prevailing  in 
many  parts  of  these  islands,  though 
against  Socialism,  he  would  rather  face 
Socialism  with  all  its  risks  than  acqui 
esce  in  the  subsisting  state  of  things. 
But  it  is  not  worth  arguing  now.  If 
England  is  to  be  ch^iractoristically  a 
manufacturing  community,  the  man  who 
denies  that  free  imports  actively  conduce, 
and  not  only  conduce  but  are  indispens- 
able, to  our  commerce  and  the  welfare  of 
our  population — I  say  such  a  man,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  shows  himself  so  grossly 
ignorant  of  the  social  conditions  of  the 
country  between  the  end  of  the  great  war 
and  the  time  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  that  I 
will  not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  in 
arguing  against  him.  Then  there  is 
another  position  taken  by  same  of  the 
disputants  in  this  controversy — I  will  not 
argue  with  them  if  they  say  it  is  matter 
of  history  and  fact  that  protective  duties 
were  removed  on  the  faith  of  anticipations 
and  prophecies  of  imitation  by  other 
countries.  To  make  that  assertion  is  to 
be  guilty  of  a  ludicrous  falsification  of  all 
you  will  read  in  speeches  by  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  Mr.  Cobden,  or  anybody  else ;  it  is 
not  worth  argument.  The  effect  of  pro- 
tective duties  had  been  so  examined  by 
the  country,  had  been  so  repudiated  by 
the  country,  that  the  free  trade  poKcv, 
which  was  not  only  passed  in  this  House 
in  1846,  but  was  ratified  by  the  general 
election  in  1847,  was -hall-fast  tOi  a 
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through  the  years  from  1847  to  1852, 
when  there  was  another  general  election, 
and  the  country  still  repudiated,  having 
had  bitter  experience,  anything  like  a 
return  to  protective  duties.  Mr.  Disraeli 
himBclf,  the  Leader  of  your  Party,  said  the 
country  had  decided,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  a  culpable  waste  of  time  to 
argue  whether  the  country  had  good  or 
bad  reasons  for  its  dislike  of  proteotiTe 
dutifs. 

I  am  not  going  to  take  the  House 
— and  I  am  sure  they  will  thank  me  for 

it — into  all  the -controversy,  or  points  of 
controversy  even,  in  the  discussions  that 
have  taken  place  during  the  last  few 
months  in  the  country ;  but  I  should  like 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what 
I  call  general  fallacies — not  fallacies  of 
statistics,  though  they  were  fallacious 
enough — but  general  fallacies  that  seem 
to  me  to  have  pervaded  these  discussions. 
It  is  a  very  short  list,  though  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  single  fallacy  that  has 
not  found  illustration  in  speeches  from 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that 
Bench.  This  is  the  method.  You  take 
every  case  that  is  hypothetical  ly  possibb, 
theoretically  imi^inable  or  conceivable, 
and  immediately  treat  that  as  if  it  were 
an  actual  case  and  an  urgent  case.  Then 
you  begin  with  the  economical  argument, 
and  when  you  find  that  th?  ground  will 
not  bear  you  you  then  change  ground 
suddenly,  and,  dropping  the  e(!oiiomical 
argument,  take  refugo  in  spntimontal, 
idealist,  or  political  arguments.  The 
third  method,  which  has  struck  me 
very  much,  is  that  you  show  that  cir- 
cumstances might  arise  which  might 
justify  a  tariff  as  the  proper  ex- 
pedient, and  then  you  proceed  to  infer 
that  the  argument  ia  exactly  as  valid  for 
existing  circumstances,  though  these  are 
entirely  different  from  your  hypothetical 
case.  Then  you  state  a  fart,  and  if  that 
fact  is  completely  demolished  in  two  or 
three  days,  you  then  say  that  it  was  an 
illustration,  not  an  argument.  I  have 
read  a  number  of  speecheg  in  whinh  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  have  been  literally 
guilty  of  supposing  that  a  protective 
duty  is  the  same  thing  as  a  revenue  duty, 
though,  of  courser  a  protective  duty  is 
the  exact  opposite  of  a  revenue  duty  and 
thoroughly  ill-adapted  for  all  the  purposes 
of  a  revenue  duty.  And  then  about  the 
Mr.  John  Morlty. 
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consumer  and  imports  strange  lai'guage 
has  been  used.  The  consumer  has  been 
spoken  of  as  if  he  were  a  sort  of  habitual 
inebriate,  and  every  import  as  if  it  we.e 
an  afFront  to  the  British  Empire.  The.e 
is  one  argument  I  wish  to  deal  with,  the 
argument  that  times  have  changed  and. 
that  conditions  of  industry  have  altered 
in  our  day.  That  is  not  at  all  an  un- 
natural position  to  take,  but  I  submit 
boldly  to  the  House  that  not  one  of  the 
changes  that  have  taken  place  since 
1846 — I  think  there  is  not  one  which 
does  not  make  against  protection  and  in 
favour  of  free  trade.  I  maintain  further 
that  protection  will  ^gravate  every 
one  c{  the  mischiefs  of  which  you 
complain.  The  first  argument  'is,  ''Oh, 
sin^-e  then  —  [Sir  Howafd  Vincent, 
Hear,  hear!] — there  have  sprung  up 
great  rivals."  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Sheffield  ironically  cheers 
that.  Does  he  suppose  that  any  states- 
man dreamed  in  1846  that  Great  Britain 
was  going  to  be  the  manufacturer  to  all 
eternity  for  the  whole  universe  \  [Sir 
Howard  Vincent  :  Mr.  Cobden  said 
so.]  I  probably  know  a  great  deal  more 
about  Cobden  than  the  hon.  and  gallart 
Gentleman,  and  I  say  that  so  far  was  h-3 
from  saying  that  that  he  said  exactly  the 
opposite.  I  am  prompted  by  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
to  lead  an  extract  of  a  few  sentences 
from  Mr.  Cobden.  When  I  regard  the 
contemptuous  language  used  about 
Mr.  Cobden  by  men  who  are  imworthy 
to  loosen  his  shoe  latchet,  I  venture 
to  recall  to  the  House  language — very 
beautiful  language,  well  worthy  of  h-a 
genius — used  by  Mr.  Disraeli.  Standing, 
I  suppose,  at  this  box,  when  Mr.  Cobden 
died,  Mr.  Disraeli  said — 

"Thus  our  preat  men,  when  tfiken  from  us, 
are  not  altopfther  lust.  Though  not  present, 
they  are  still  Members  of  this  House,  indepen- 
dent of  the  caprice  of  constituencieB.  indepen- 
dent of  dissolutions  of  Parliament,  initejwndent 
of  the  course  of  time.  Their  example  will  lonff 
be  referred  to  and  appealed  to,  and  their  words 
will  often  be  quoted." 

This  was  the  language  use<i  by  a 
Leader  of  your  Party,  a  Leader  who  really 
led.  Now,  in  reference  to  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member's  statement  that  Mr. 
Cobden  held  out  the  expectation  that 
'  this   country   would   umain  without 
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manufactaring  rivals,  I  will  ask  the 
House  to  listen  to  this  extract — 

"  Looking  at  the  aatorid  endovtnents  of  the 
Xirth  American  continentt  at  the  boandless 
e<paaBe  of  the  moat  fertile  Boil  in  the  world,  at 
the  ioezhaostible  mines  of  coal,  iron,  lead." 

Looking  at  these,  the  writer  reiterates 
the  moral  of  his  foroier  work,  declaring 
his  ccmviction  diat  it  is  from 

"the  silent,  peaceful  tiTalry  of  American 
fommeroe,  and  tiie  growth  of  Amwican  mana* 
facturee," 

<md  so  on,  that  the 

"grandeur  of  our  commericial and  national 
proaperity  is  most  endangered.  ' 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  What  is 
th?  date  of  thw  statement  of  Mr. 
Cobden's  1 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY :  I  cannot  say 
oifhand,  but  I  will  satisfy  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Grentleman .  It  was  the  base  of  the 
whole  policy,  and  it  is,  I  hope,  th^  basB 
of  the  policy  of  ub  who  sit  on  this  aide 
of  the  House,  that  it  is  exactly  becaus3 
you  have  this  formidable  competition  to 
face  that  you  ^ould  pursue  a  policy  of 
p3ace,  of  reduced  expenditure,  and  a 
policy  of  national  education.  That  was 
the  base  of  the  whole  of  Mr.  Cobden's 
national  policy.  But  I  must  hurry  on. 
The  more  formidable  the  competition 
is,  the  more  reason  is  there  why  you 
should  leave  as  much  freedom  as  possible 
for  the  application  of  capital,  for  the 
exercise  skill  and  industry,  and  the 
general  operations  of  trade.  The 
second  change  is  that  you  have  all 
over  the  land  enormous  aggregates  of 
population  in  manufacturing  towos.  Is 
that  an  argument  for  protection  ?  Is  it 
not  an  argument,  the  strongest  you  can 
use,  for  leaving  all  the  channels  by  which 
food  and  raw  miterials  find  their  way  to 
our  shores  not  narrow,  not  blocked  ? 
There  is  no  argument  for  protection  in 
that  change.  Then  there  have  been,  no 
doubt,  enormous  developmenta  in  steam 
locomotion  and  in  telegraphic  commimica- 
tion,  having  the  efiect  of  proiufling 
enormous  mobility  of  capi^l  and  rapidity 
of  transit  of  products  from  placo  to  place. 
Granting  all  this,  how  can  these  great 
changes,  these  great  material  changes, 
be  utilised  to  the  uttermost  unless 
you  have  open  ports  ?  Every  change 
of  this  kind,  if  it  means   one  thing 
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I  more  clearly  than  any  other,  means  tha'' 
protection  in  any  form  would  be  the  moa^ 
ruinous  step  you  could  possibly  take. 
I     There  is  another  change.  The  Colonies 
'  have    accomplished    great  permanent 
I  power  and  prosperity.   Yes,  but  I  invite 
'  attention  to  this.     Suppose  that  the 
I  policy  of  protecti(Ui  should  tend  to 
I  diminish  the  protective  and  accumula- 
tive power  of  this  country,  and  should 
\  impoverish  this  country,  what  worse 
I  thing  could  happen  to  the  Colonies  than 
\  such  an  event  as  that  ?    The  Colonies 
have  almost  more  to  lose  than  we  have 
j  b7  our  impoverishment.    Diminish  our 
plentiful  supply  of  capital,  or  our  cheap 
and  rapid  means  of  locomotion,  and  all 
these  boons  which  we  are  able  to  place  at 
their  di^osal  would  be  either  stopped 
or  limited;  and  I  say  that  the  demands 
!  of  the  Colonies  are  one  of  the  strongest 
I  arguments  for  an  anti -protection  policy. 
I  There  is    another    great   change — the 
'  transfer  of  politicil  power,  since  1846, 
from  the  old  £10  householders  to  the 
\  artisans  of  the  towns  and  tlie  labourers 
.  of  the  fields.    I  am  not  going  to  argue 
I  the  effect  of  free  trade  upon  political 
I  peace,   but  I   would  submit    to  the 
.  House  that    it   cannot  be   quite  an 
\  accidjnt  —  it  cannot   be  a  fortuitous 
coincidence  —  that  the  great  free  trade 
country  of  Europe  is  the  one  great  country 
of  Western  Burope  which  since  1846  has 
'  never  known  even  a  shadow  of  a  civil 
i  convulsion.    There  is  no  great  country 
I  in  the  West  of  Europe  which  equals  us 
I  in  the  absence  from  class  division,  class 
'  envy,  hatred,  and  strife  which  unfortun- 
j  ately  prevails  in  some  other  countries. 
:  It  cannot  be  that  that  circumstance  is 
'  entirely  unconnected  with  our  fiscal 
'  policy.     There   is  one   other  change 
of    great    importance,    no    doubt  — 
the  Suez  Canal.    That  has  made  an 
j  enormous  difierence  in  many  ways,  and 
the  effect  upon  the  international  trade  of 
the  world  and  the  effect  on  our  position 
'  as  a  great  distributing  centre  has  bsen 
,  of  coursB  enormous.    But  will  the  Presi- 
dent of   the  Board  of  Trade  tell  me 
I  accurately,  with  chapter  and  ver83,  how 
a  scientific  tariff  which  is  to  affect  the 
wool  market  or  the  tei  market  is  to 
prevent  that  from  having  changed  the 
position  in  London  as  I  understand  it 
has.    This  is  the  thing.  You  hear  of  the 
Suez  Canal  doing  ^this^^or^^^^^l^e 
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redistribution  of  commodities,  and  then 
you  say,  "  the  thing  is  wrong,  we  will 
put  it  right,"  but  a  scientific  tariff  would 
not  put  it  right.  How  could  it  1  Many 
Members  of  the  House  who  are  well 
versed  in  these  things  will  perhaps  tell 
us.  I  will  listen  with  absolute  interest 
and  candour  to  any  demonstration  they 
can  offer  that  a  tariff  can  affect  this 
matter.  A  scientific  tariff  means  really 
a  tariff  arrived  at  from  a  judicious  com- 
putation of  conflicting  interests.  I  do 
not  think  that  would  do  any  good  in 
this  case. 


Perhaps  the  House  would  now 
like  me  to  turn  to  the  question  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government.  We  are 
opening  a  discussion  which  is  no  abstract 
economic  discussion.  In  some  ways  it 
is  only  secondarily  an  economic  discus- 
sion at  all.  We  are  face  to  face  with  a 
political  situation,  and  it  is  of  great 
importance  that  we  should  have  that 
clearly  examined.  The  Prime  Minister, 
speaking  at  Bristol,  said— 

"Did  anybody  ever  hear  of  a  Cabinet  which 
was  not  merely  agreed  upon  a  policy  but  wasaleo 
agreed  upon  eveiy  principle  upon  which  that 
policy  was  supposed  to  depend  and  upon  evcty 
conchiBion  to  which  those  principles  mieht  be 
pressed?"  r-      i-  e 

I  cannot  find  the  Cabinet  are  agreed 
upon  any  policy  which  deserves  to  be  so 
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last,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
used  this  language — 

"  For  the  present,  at  all  events,  he  did  not 
coDSiderit  would  be  in  the  interest  of  tbe  Party 
or  of  the  policy  they  wotb  recommmding  to 
include  in  the  official  programme  (there  were, 
it  appears,  two  progr&mmee)  of  theGoTemmeDt. 
a  preference  carrying  as  it  did  with  it  taxation 
of  food." 


That  is  the  Prtddent  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  But  then  there  is  the  Parliamen- 
tary Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
uses  somewhat  different  language.  He 
says  he  really  believes  that  a  tiade 
preference  to  the  Colonies  is  an 
essential  part  and  would  be  an 
inevitable  result  of  any  change  in  our 
fiscal  policy.  He  sympathised  with  Mr, 
Chamberlain's  proposals.  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  said  one  thing  and 
his  Parliamentary  Secretary  said  quite  the 
opposite.  Then  we  come  to  tiie  Post- 
master-General, who  said  that  with  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  scheme  of  preferential 
tariffs  he  could  not  agree.  Then  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  made  some  very.remark- 
able  declarations  indeed  as  a  member  of  a 
Government  which  has  quite  agreed  on 
its  policy.  He  individually  believed  in 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  corn  taxation  pro- 
pcsal^  and  he  said  unhesitatingly  that 
he  believed  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 


called  in  any  better  sense  than  tactics  of  ;  °^  country  to  adopt  them.  He 
Party  managers  and  Party  wire-pullers.  I  confessed  that  he  did  not  think 

They  are  the  tactics  of  make-believe—  .^^  "^^'v^^"^*^* 


make-believe  that  a  Party  which  is 
divided  is  not  divided.  You  cannot 
call  these  tactics  a  policy.  You  take 
great  care  that  even  as  a  make-believe 
you  do  your  best  to  prevent  anybody 
being  taken  in  by  it.  The  Prime 
Minister  said  it  was — 

"  Most  unreasonable  to  come  fwward  and 
taunt  us  because  mv  colleagues  who  are  agreed 
upon  a  policy  do  not  pretend  that  they  are 
agreed  upon  every  conceivable  development  of 
that  policy  which  that  policy  might  under  given 
circumstances  take." 


industry  at  home.  "  For  all  his  objects 
—let  the  House  notice  this — let  hen. 
Gentlemen  opposite  who  are  thinking 
how  they  will  vote  on  this  Amendment 
mark  this — "for  all  his  objects  Mr. 
Chamberlain  carries  with  him  the  hearty 
approval  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Govern- 
ment he  has  left.'* 

♦Earl  PERCY  :  Objects,  not  methods. 


Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY :  I  invite  the 

™.     .       .      .    ,  noble  Lord  in  the  course  of  this  debate  to 

WhatiBcurious  is  that  all  the  eloquence  draw  a  distinction  between  hissympathy 
and  all  the  - —   —        i  -  -    --  - 


energy  is  given  to  the 
"conceivable  development."  I  would 
now  ask  the  House  to  consider  this 
agreement  upon  policy  in  the  light  of 
two  or  three  utterances  of  important 


with'the  objects  of  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham and  his  disapproval  of  his 
methods.  Then  there  is  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  I  scanned 
_  .        -  .  his  utterance  very  closely  because  he  had 

Gentlemen  opposite,  and  I  will  begin,  as  I  taken  the  very  striking  step  of  going  down 
inde«l  I  ought,  with  the  President  of  the  I  to  a  constituency  represented  by  a 
Board  of  Trade.    Speaking  in  October  i  Conservative  colleague  and,  <iQinfl,  .his 
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best  to  tarn  that  Conservative  colleague 
out.  He  said  it  was  not  an  incotisistent 
declaration  for  him  also  to  say  that  while 
with  his  present  iniormation  he  was 
against  the  taxation  of  food— what  is 
his  present  information  1  I  wonder  what 
infcrmation  he  does  want? — while  his 
present  information  is  a^inst  the  taxation 
of  food,  he  could  conceive  the  arrival  of 
a  time  when  Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy 
would  be  satisfactorily  developed  and 
the  proper  system  discovered  by  which 
it  could  be  applied. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 

Long,  Bristol,  S.)  :  Is  that  not  an 
extract  from  the  speech  of  a  Gentleman 
who  had  spoken  before  me  and  which  I 
used  as  a  quotation. 

Ms.  JOHN  UORLEY :  I  gave  the  right 
hon.  Member  my  most  studious  atten- 
tion, and  I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman I  think  not.  Is  a  satisfactory 
development  a  development  that  ends  in 
the  taxation  of  the  people  ?  Then  there 
is  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  went 
down  to  Leamington  and  recalled  graceful 
reminiscences  of  Carlyle  and  Ru^in,  and 
how  they  had  overcome  what  he  called 
the  glctomy  docirinaires  from  Manchester. 
The  gloomy  doctrinaires  of  Manchester 
made  short  work  of  the  sentimental 
idealist  from  Leamington.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  foi^et  that  if  the 
Com  Laws  and  the  whole  policy  of  pro- 
tection had  two  men  more  thoroughly 
opposed  to  them  than  Carlyle  and 
Ruskin.  I  should  be  very  much  surprised  ? 
Carlyle 's  most  saturnine,  caustic,  and 
picturesque  descriptions  are  directed 
against  the  Corn  Laws  and  against  the 
Party  of  the  kind  of  gentlemen  who  are 
now  wanting  to  bring  the  Com  Laws 
back.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  shake? 
his  head  as  if  he  did  not  waot  to 
bring  the  Com  Laws  back.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  thought  the 
ends  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  were  right  and  good  ends, 
and  he  accepted  as  the  expositor  of 
those  ends  Hr.  Charles  Booth.  Mr. 
Charles  Booth  is  a  protectionist.  [No.] 
Is  he  not  for  a  5  per  cent,  duty?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  not  to 
deny  it. 


TheSECRETARYopSTATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton  Warwick 
and  Leamington) :  Deny  what  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  :  That  you  are  a 
protectionist.  To  finish  the  extracts,  I 
think  they  are  most  pithily  summed  up 
by  the  Secretary  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  follows — 

"  Somn  people  said  that  Mr.  Balfour  and  Mr. 
Chnmberlain  were  in  oppoeitioQ.  OtherH  said 
that  their  policy  was  the  same.  He  submitted 
that  the  true  case  was  this — thut  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain waa  weaving  a  second  string  of  the  Govern, 
meat  bow  lest  the  aegotiatioa  string  should 
Boap  before  its  work  was  done." 

When  these  are  the  responsible  governors 
of  the  country  can  you  wonder  that 

Consols  are  down  to  eighty -seven  ?  I 
leave  this  part  of  the  business  with  a 
quotation  which  expresses  my  view 
better  than  I  can  express  it  from  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham  in  a 
I  speech  made  in  1885 — 

"  I  will  say  that  Lord  Salisbury  does  intend" 

— and  here  I  think  he  was  unjust  to  Lord 

Salisburj' — 

"  to  put  a  duty  upon  corn,  though  he  does 
not  think  it  convenient  at  the  present  moment 
to  say  so,  and  although  he  allows  Home  members 
of  hia  Government  to  argue  in  favour  of  it  in 
one  place,  he  enjoins  upon  other  mem 
bera  of  bis  Government  to  repudiate  it  in 
another.  Remembcn-,  this  is  not  a  question 
upon  which  the  Government  can  be  allowed  to 
have  two  voices.  If  you  are  going  to  tax  the 
bread  of  the  people  you  will  affect  every  house- 
hold in  the  land ;  you  will  throw  back  the 
working  classes  of  the  country  to  the  starvation 
wages  and  the  destitution  from  whirh  Ur. 
Glwlstone  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  have  relieved 
them." 


I  What  is  meant  by  retaliation  ?  The 
i  word  "retaliation"  is  used,  I  observe, 
'.  by  many  gentlemen  as  a  sort  of  formula 
'  by  which  they  can  escape  the  labour  of 
,  a  closs  examination  of  what  the  issue 
{ really  is.  Last  summer,  in  this  House 
the  Prime  Minister  said — 

'  "  If  other  methods  fail  I  do  not  shiink  from 
:  retaliation,  but  I  am  not  certain  that  there  are 
j  not  other  methods." 

I  suppose  he  meant  by  '*  other  methods  '* 

'  diplomatic  negotiations  of  the  ordi- 
nary sort.  A  cas3  was  brought  t 
my  notice  the  other  day  arising  out  o' 
the  reciprocity  treaty  between  tha 
United  States  and  Cuba .  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  and,  l),gtfe4|ifei.UJ>©^ten 
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Chambers  of  Commerce  carried  on  a  cor-  j 
re^ondence  and  had  an  interview  with 
Lord  Lansdowne,  representing  to  hiin  that 
the  arrangements  under  that  treaty  would 
be  extremely  prejudicial  and  would  in 
fact  practically  close  the  door  to  British  I 
manufactuieis  in  Cuba.    I  wonder  what 
"  other  methods  "  the  Prime  Minister  ; 
would  apply  to  a  case  of  that  kind  %  But ; 
now  let  us  suppose  a  real  case  of  out-  j 
rageous  unfairness  perpetrated  against  us  ' 
by  a  foreign  Government.    I  am  myself  i 
unable  to  find  evidence  of  there  having  | 
been  any  outrageous  case  of  unfairness,  j 
[Cries  hit  "Oh!"]  I  know  some  hon.  I 
Gentlemen  regard  a  high  tariff  as  an  act  | 
of  outrageous  unfairness,  but  that  is  not  | 
what   t^e   Prime  Minister  means.  If 
there  be  a  case  of  outrageous  unfairness 
the  Minister  of   the  day  has  only  to 
satisfy  this  House  of  three  conditions,  | 
and  I  am  perfectly  sure  this  House,  which- 
ever Party  be  in  the  majority,  would 
support  ttie  Minister.    What   are  the 
three  conditions  %    The  first  is  that  the 
Minister  would  have  to  satisfy  the  House 
and  make  good  the  case  on  the  facts,  that 
outrageous  unfairness  had  been  or  was 
being  perpetrated ;  secondly,  he  would  ' 
have  to  show  that  he  had  got  a  plan  for 
reprisal  that  would  effectually  stop  it; 
and,  thirdly,  he  would  have  to  persuade 
this  House  that  bis  plan  of  reprisal  not 
only  was  likely  to  effect  the  special  object 
he  had  in  view,  but  was  not  likely  to  do 
a  great  deal  more  harm  in  another  way. 
If  those  conditions  were  satisfied,  I  do 
not  think  there  would  be  any  diflSculty 
in  carrying  through  this  House  whatever 
retaliatory  powers  were  necessary.  But 
do  you  mean  power  to  impose  a  retalia- 
tory duty  independent  of,  outside  of,  and 
beyond  Parliament?    The  Emperor  of 
the  French,  in  1860,  was  able  to  carry 
the  Cohden  treaty  with  this  country, 
though  his  two  Chambers  were  both  of 
them  strongly  and  stoutly  opposed  to 
anything    like     free   trade,  because, 
happily  for  him  and  for  us,  there  was 
a  clause  in  the  Imperial  Constitution 
which  allowed  the  Emperor  to  make  a 
tariff  binding  if  it  was  part  of  a  treaty 
Is  that  what  you  want  ?   Do  you  want 
to    be    put    in   the    position   of  the 
French  Emperor  ?     It  's  extravagant 
and  absurd,  the  notion  of  any  Minister 
having  the  power  with  his  two  Cham- 
bers both  opposed  to  him,  by  decree 
Mr.  John  Morhy. 


to  set  up  a  tariff.  I  was  much  inter- 
ested in  another  plan  set  out  in  a  candid 
and  well-argued  book  called  "  The  Tariff 
Problem,"  by  Professor  Ashley  of  Bir- 
mingham University.  What  is  his  idea  ? 
He  says — 

"  What  seems  dictated  by  the  reqnirementfl  of 
the  case  is  a  statutory  authorisation  of  the 
Executive  to  impose  the  duties  that  may  be 
required  from  time  to  time  as  circumstances 
arise.  It  will  not  be  safe  to  wait  until  the  need 
arises  before  appealing  to  Parliament,  for  the 
mischief  is  of  a  kind  that  ean  be  accompliehed 
in  a  very  brief  period." 

Does  the  House  really  apprehend  what  is 
proposed  by  this  excellent  writer,  who 
lives  very  near  the  centre  of  authority, 
very  near  to  Mecca  ?  To  carry  out  the 
policy,  in  order  to  secure  an  economic 
revolution,  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  most 
astounding  political  revolution  in  our 
history  since  the  time  of  the  Civil  War. 
The  writer  suppt^es  cases  so  urgent  that 
you  cannot  wait  from  August  or  Septem- 
ber, when  Parliament  rises,  till  January, 
when  it  reassembles.  I  cannot  for  my 
part  realise  any  of  those  eases.  What 
sort  of  powers  of  negotiation  do  you 
want  ?  Let  us  suppose  that  the  Steel 
Trust  of  the  United  States  announced, 
projected,  and  carried  out  the  landing  of 
an  enormous  stock  of  their  goods  at  a  low 
price  upon  our  shores.  What  are  you 
going  to  do  1  I  suppose  Lord  Lansdowne 
would  invite  the  very  distinguished  man 
^  who  represents  tlie  United  States  in  this 
country  to  an  interview  with  him  at  the 
Foreign  Office.  Lord  Lansdowne  would 
say  to  Mr.  Choate,   "  Unleasyour  Goveru- 

■  ment  put  a  stop  to  a  certain  set  of  traders 
j  sending  us  billets  and  bloo-ns  so  cheaply 
I  we  will  impose  a  duty,  or  even  prohibition 

■  as  well,  so  as  to  cloje  our  markets  to  you." 

Mr.  Choate,  however,  has  a  very  e«sy  re- 
ply to  Lord  Lansdowne.  He  would  say 
"How  can  the  American  Government 
prevent  a  commercial  company  from 
felling  80  cheaply  to  British  markets?" 

Then  siqiposing  statutory  authorisa- 
tion were  obtaine*),  and  suppose  Mr. 
Secretary  Hay  stud  of  Mr.  Choate,  '*  Are 
we  to  instruct  him  to  come  to  you. 
who  are  so  famous  for  selling  cheap  all 
over  the  world,  and  to  say, '  if  you  do  not 
give  up  selling  cho'ip  we  will  exclude 
you  from  tlie  United  States  market.' " 
[MiNSTEEiAL  cries  of  "  They  would  do  it."] 
You  have  only  to  come  to  close  quartos 
with  the  subject  to  see  how  absurd  it  i". 
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There  is  tremendous  sufFering  at  this 
moment  in  Lancashire.  It  is  not  due  to 
the  Americans  selling  goods  too  cheap, 
but  to  the  making  of  cotton  too  dear. 
What  are  hon.  Gentlemen  who  suppose 
that  by  some  formula  you  are  going  to 
remedy  all  the  evils  of  the  commercial 
^stem  going  to  do  about  cotton  ?  Are 
you  to  r^uest  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  get  Congress  to  pass  an  Act  to 
prevent  gambling  in  cotton  ?  The  idea  is 
absurd.  Then  it  is  said  that  you  want 
someUiing  to  ba^ain  with.  This  is  the 
process  I  think  that  the  Prime  Minister 
has  in  his  mind.  But  how  do  you  start  ? 
Are  you  to  set  up  a  general  or  all-round 
tariff,  to  build  up  a  general  Customs  wall 
with  the  view  of  frightening  the  foreigner 
into  lowering  the  general  level  of  his 
adverss  tariff !  The  Prime  Minister  said 
in  his  Sheffield  speech  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  set  up  a  general  tariff.  What 
the  Government  is  going  to  do  is  to  set  up 
a  combative  tariff,  to  start  with  a  heavy 
duty  on  all  manufactured  imports.  The 
Prime  Minister  is  against  that  because  he 
thinks  it  would  be  a  disturbance  of  the 
existing  practice,  and  would  lead  to 
the  disorganisation  (A.  tradr ;  there- 
fore he  abandons  the  general  tariff.  What 
does  he  say  next?  For  a  man  so  clear 
of  speech,  when  he  likes,  this  is  the  most 
nebulous  declaration  I  remember  to  have 
seen  from  a  man  in  a  great  station.  He 
sees  the  objection  to  the  combative 
tariff,  but  says — 

"  I  Bee  no  such  objection  to  our  proceeding, 
S3  to  speak,  from  t^e  other  end ;  and  if  we 
thoa^t  we  could  do  so  without  jdisadvantage 
to  ourselves,  we  might  inform 'any  foreign 
country  that  we  thought  they  were  treating  us 
with  such  outrageous  unfairness  that,  unloss 
they  modified  their  policy  to  our  advantage, 
we  should  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  take  this 
or  tiiat  step  in  regard  to  their  exports." 

I  call  that  nebulous.  I  want  to  know 
whit  steps  ?  When  the  Prime  Minister 
jinnounces  a  revolution  in  policy  surely 
.76  have  a  right  to  expect  that  he  should 
tell  us  what  he  intends  to  do,  what 
"  this  or  that  step  "  is  going  to  be.  We 
have  a  right  to  ask  also  what  is  his 
*'  method  "  of  settlement  with  a  foreign 
negotiator.  [Cries  of  "  Speak  up."]  I 
suppose  it  would  mean  a  threat  to  say  to 
jtussia  to  this  effect,  "  Unless  you  reduce 
your  general  tariff  we  will  impose  an  ad- 
verse discriminating  duty  on  your  wheat 
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and  hemp  and  other  products,"  l-.aviii 
free  trade  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  I 
do  not  know  how  that  will  work  or  what 
the  effect  would  be  on  the  corn  market ; 
but  what  is  to  prevent  Russia  from 
sending  her  grain  through  Holland  and 
reaching  us  in  that  way  ?  In  the  Napo- 
leonic wars  English  goods  got  into  the 
Continent  despite  all  hindrances,  and 
therefore  we  wish  to  know  accurately 
what "  step  "  it  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  means. 

There  is  another  vital  question  I  wish 
to  put.  Is  this  change  to  be  a  permanent 
or  a  temporary  tariff  ?  After  all,  that  is 
the  great  issue.  Do  you  want  to  put  on 
duties  to  bargain  with  and  after  making 
your  bargain  and  frightening  the  foreigner 
into  lowering  his  tariff  are  y  ou  going  to 
take  them  off  again  ?  Are  you  going  to 
dismantle  your  fiscal  batteries  and  to  shut 
up  your  Custom's  house  ?  I  will  not 
argue  the  point  or  dwell  upon  its  prospect 
of  success,  but  I  think  it  will  create  a 
frightful  dislocation  of  trade  as  well  as 
embarrassing  your  Budget  from  year  to 
year  unless  you  know  what  all  these  ex- 
traordinary operations  are  to  be.  This  is 
an  urgently  important  point  with  regard 
to  the  political  situation,  because  this 
policy  of  a  temporary  dealing  with  the 
tariff  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  You  do  not  believe 
in  a  permanent  tariff  ;  but  he  does.  He 
wants  a  scientific  protective  tariff  ;  but 
you  dc  not  tell  us  what  it  is  you  m^au. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeals  to  the 
protective  policy  of  the  United  States,  of 
France,  and  of  Germany,  and  he  recites 
how  they  passed  tariff  after  tariff.  It 
was  not  a  haphazard  policy ;  it  was  a 
deliberate  policy  to  use  tariffs  to  increase 
home  trade  and,  if  you  like,  to  exclude 
foreign  trade.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  says  these  f oreigneis 
are  not  fools,  and  he  winds  up  by  a^ing 
about  this  foreign  policy.  *'  Has  it  suc- 
ceeded 1  It  has  succeeded."  Those  who 
consider  that  they  are  not  voting  for  a 
protective  policy  when  supporting  with 
cheers  and  enthusiasm  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham cannot  have  read  his  utterances. 
Now  what  is  your  attitude  towards  these 
proposals?  What,  howeverj  was  it}ie 
Government    attifliag^  ^^^HSiq 
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M  inister's  language  is  obscure  and 
arabiguouB;  still  he  leaves  room  for  some  ex- 
pectation that  he  is  not  committed  to  pro- 
tection. Buthis  language  isone  thing  and 
his  action  is  another.  When  a  candidate 
stands  for  Noirwich  the  Prime  Minister 
sends  down  his  blessing  with  the  watch- 
word "Union  and  fiscal  reform."  This 
gentleman  at  Norwich  was  a  complete 
fiscal  reformer  in  its  extreme  length  ; 
and  that  has  been  the  attitude  of  the 
Prime  Minister  ever  since  the  controversy 
arose.  The  great  difiiculty  is  to  know 
whether  you  are  men  in  masks  or  whether 
you  are  straightforwardly  telling  the 
country  and  the  House  what  it  is  you 
want. 

Now  is  the  moment  for  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  make  up  their  minds  and  for 
every  individual  Member  to  ask  him- 
self whether  he  is  for  protection  or 
whether  he  is  against  it.  It  is  in  the 
highest  degree  distasteful  to  me  to  place 
any  difficulties  by  the  form  in  which  I 
venture  to  put  this  question  tc  the  House 
in  the  way  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who,  to 
their  great  honour  and  to  the  credit  of 
English  public  life,  have  made  the 
greatest  sacrifices  that  any  public  men 
can  possibly  make.  I  think  the  case  was 
worth  the  sacrifice.  I  do  not  believe 
there  has  ever  been  a  more  irresistible 
demand  upon  all  of  us  for  manliness, 
frankness,  and  moral  courage;  and  I 
hope  these  hon.  Gentlemen  will  not  flinch 
from  the  views  they  have  advocated  with 
all  the  strength  of  their  experience  and  re- 
sponsiVility.  Let  them  ask  themselves  this 
question,  "Amigoing  to  voteforconfidence 
inaprolectioniat  Government  or  for  confid- 
ence in  an  anti -protectionist  Government ." 
They  will  shirk  the  prime  duty  of 
political  life  at  this  moment  if  they  are 
not  satisfied  on  this  point,  and  guided 
by  the  answer  they  give  to  themselves 
when  they  go  into  the  Lobby.  I,  for 
my  pnrt,  am  not  at  all  careful  na  to  the 
numbers  in  the  division  when  the  divi- 
sion is  taken.  After  all,  what  is  im- 
portant is  this — Whet  will  be  the  result 
of  that  far  greater  division  in  the 
countiy  when  it  takes  piece  ?  I  will  not 
venture  (o  predict,  but  I  shall  be  very 
much  surprised  if  the  constituencies,  when 
the  time  comes,  express  confidence  in  the 
Government  at  a  time  like  this,  when 
we  have  just  barely  emerged  from  the 
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financial  confusion  and  embarrassment 
caused  by  the  late  war,  and  when  we 
are  face  to  face  with  events  threatening, 
or,  I  am  afraid,  I  must  say,  events  now 
happening,  which,  beyond  almost  any 
set  of  circamstancCB  which  have  arisen 
in  our  recent  history,  impose  the  neces- 
sity on  Great  Britain,  at  all  events,  of 
keeping  her  powder  dry,  and  of,  keeping 
her  resources  in  steadfast  charge.  I  say 
that  if  the  countey  gives  its  confidence 
to  any  Government  at  a  moment  so 
grave  as  this,  it  will  not  be  to  a 
Government  which,  upon  the  plea  of  an 
emergency  which  does  not  really  exist, 
and  on  behalf  of  a  thing  called  fiscal 
reform  which  they  cannot — I  know  they 
cannot — explain  or  define,  are  ready  to 
plunge  the  country  into  confusion,  and 
to  pave  the  way  to  ultimate  disaster. 

Amendment  proposed,  at'  the  end  of 
the  Question,  to  add  the  words — 

"  But  it  is  our  duty,  however,  humbly 
to  represent  to  Your  Hajestr  that  our 
ftlTective  deliberatioo  on  the  financial  ser- 
vice of  the  year  is  unpaired  by  con- 
flicting decUrations  from  Your  Majesty's 
Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit  to  Your 
Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House,  that  the 
removal  of  protective  duties  has  for  more  than 
half  a  century  actively  conduced  to  the  vast 
extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
realm  and  to  the  welfare  of  its  population ; 
and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs 
of  social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and 
urgent,  any  return  to  protective  duties,  more 
particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  at  the 
pet^le,  would  bo  deeply  injurious  to  our 
national  strength,  contentmet,  and  well  being." 
—  (Mr.  John  Moriey.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added. " 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD  pF 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfodr,  Leeds, 
Central) :  It  is  a  matter  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion did  not  see  his  way  to  accept  the 
ofier  of  the  Home  Secretary  of  facilities 
for  carrying  cn  this  debate  at  a  time 
when  the  Prime  Minister  would  have 
been  able  to  be  in  his  place — all  the 
more  so  as  unfortunately  we  are  also 
deprived  of  the  preasnceof  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
in  connection  with  circumstances  to 
which  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  has  madu 
ai  lusi  c  n  in  feeling  and  appropriate 
language.  I  cannot  help  thkikinK  that  the 


645  fiscal  |8  February  1904}  Polirif.  fil6 


right  hon.  Gentleman  himaelf  shares  this 
regret,  notwithstanding  the  somewhHt 
hollow,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  use  thi 
word,  explanation  which  he  gave  both 
the  other  day  and  again  to-day  in 
defence  of  the  course  which  h»8  been 
adopted.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tells  us  that  discussion  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  this  subject  has  be'^n  so 
long  delayed  that  the  impatience  cf  the 
pablic  would  brook  no  further  postpone- 
ment. I  do  not  at  all  agree  with  him. 
I  believe  that  the  public  would  receive 
with  p^ect  equanimity  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  debate  for  two  or  three  weeks 
in  order  that  the  Prime  Minister  might 
be  present  in  his  place.  I  must  say  I 
think  it  is  permissible,  at  all  events,  to 
suspect  tiiat  there  was  some  other  motive 
besidMthat  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  stated  to  account  for  the 
course  now  taken.  We  all  know  that 
this  Amendment  is  carefully  designed  with 
a  view  to  capturing  what  I  may  call  the 
extreme  right  wing  of  the  Unionist  Party 
— a  perfectly  natural  object.  Hon.  gentle- 
men opposite  think  that  they  have  got 
the  Party  which  goes  by  the  name  6f  the 
Free  Food  Unionists  in  a  difficulty  [Cries 
of  "  No  "  and  "  The  Government In 
this  carefully  framed  Amendment  they 
have  devised  a  net  for  these  Gentlemen, 
and  they  are  unwilling  to  abandon  such 
a  monument  of  ingenuity.  Whether  they 
will  be  successful  in  capturing  my  hon. 
friends  or  not  I  am,  of  course,  unable  to 
aay,  but  I  shall  be  surprised  if  they  do 
not  find,  before  this  debate  has  corae  to  a 
conclusion,  that  they  have  somewhat 
overreached  themselves,  and  that  the 
course  they  have  taken,  the  somewhat 
paltry  manoeuvre  which  they  have 
adopted, will  have  defeated  its  own  object. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  describe  a  little  more 
iully  what  the  paltry  manoeuvre  is  1 

•Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  did  not 
wish  to  convey  any  offence  in  using  that 
phrase,  but  by  paltry  manceuvre  I  meant 
a  manceuvre  intended  to  make  it  difficult 
for  the  extreme  right  wing  of  the  Party 
to  avoid  voting  for  the  Amendment  and 
against  the  (xovemment. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY :  Does  the  right 
hOD.  Gentleman  contend  that  it  is  a  paltry 


manceuvre  to  introduce  such  an  Amend- 
ment as  this  on  the  Address?  (Cries 
of  "Withdraw.") 

•Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  withdraw  the  words  if 

they  give  offence,  but  what  I  was  re- 
ferring to  was  not  the  bringing  forward  of 
an  Amendment  of  this  character  on  the 
Address,  which,  of  course,  is  a  perfectly 
natural  and  proper  thing  to  do,  but  the 
insisting  on  taking  the  discussion  at  a 
time  when  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Prime  Minister  is  necessarily  absent 
although  they  might  have  taken  it  at 
another  time. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  :  Could  it  have 
been  amended  if  it  had  come  in  another 
form  ? 

•  Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  It  might 
have  been  amended.  With  regard  to  the 
Amendment  itself,  I  hardly  know 
whether  it  is  directed  against  ^e  policy 
of  the  Govermaent  or  against  the  policy 
of  my  right  hon.  friend,  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  With  the  exception 
of  the  first  sentence,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  Amendment  to  which  those  Gentlemen 
who  accept  the  policy  announced  at 
Sheffield  but  decline  to  go  further  could 
not  subscribe  to.  I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that,  with  one  exception,  there  is  very 
little  in  the  body  of  the  Amendment  to 
which  I  myself  should  object.  But  there 
is  a  strange  preamble  attached  to  this 
Amendment — 

"But  it  is  our  duty,  however,  humbly  to 
represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  etfeotive 
deliberatioD  on  the  financial  service  of  the  yedr 
is  impaired  by  conflicting  declarations  nrom 
Your  Majesty's  Ministers." 

I  listened  with  some  attention  to 
discover  what  it  was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intended  to  convey  by  those 
words.  How  can  our  discussions  on  the 
financial  service  of  the  year  be  impaired 
by  differences  cf  opinion  between  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  in  respect  of  a 
question  which  is  not  now  before  the 
House  as  a  practical  policy  ?  What 
bearing  can  these  conflicting  opinions 
possibly  have  upon  the  financial  service 
of  the  year  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  we  must  know  whether  we  have  a 
protectionist  or  an  anti -protectionist 
Government  to  deal  with.    Well,  I  say 
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in  the  most  unhesitating  manner  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  not 
protectionist.    At  a  later  period  of  his 
speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  again 
returned  to  this  question  of  the  con- 
flicting statements  of  Ministers,  and 
he  read  out  a  series  of  extracts  from 
speeches  by  myself  and  by  hon.  and 
right   hon.   friends  of   mine  to  show 
what  ?    To  show  that  outside  the  official 
policy  of  the  Government — 1  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  phrase — there  are  great 
differences  of  opinion  among  Gentlemen 
who  sit  on  this  Bench.    What  is  there 
repiehensible  in  that  ?  Surely  outside  the 
policy  which  the  Government  hasdeliber- 
jitely  adopted  and  included  in  its  pro- 
gramme any  amount  of  difference  of 
opinion  may  be   allowed.  Through- 
out   the    course    of    British  history 
you  have    had  differences  of  opinion 
outside  the  immediate  policy   of  the 
Government.     I  really  cannot  under- 
stand what  it  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  objects  to  when  he  says  that, 
in  consequence  of    these  differences  of 
opinion,    it    is    impossible    for  us  to 
adequately  discuss  the  financial  service 
of  the  year.    It  is  possible  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  have  had 
something  rather  different  in  his  mind 
fcOTB  the  mere  conflict  of  opinion  between 
Ministers  in  a  matter  which  is  quite  out- 
side the  policy  of  the  Government.  He 
has   on    other    occasions    been  very 
eloquent    in    denouncing    the  Prime 
Minister  for  his  opportunism  in  the 
question  of  fiscal  reform  for  having  one 
policy  for  the  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  holding  an  opinion  which 
went  beyond  that  policy.  No  doubt  it  is 
perfectly    true    that   many    of  the 
colleagues  of  the  Prime  Minister  also 
sympathise  with  a  fiscal  policy  which 
goes  beyond  the  policy  officially  accepted. 
I  quite  admit  it.   But  is  that  an  un- 
common circumstance  in  our  political 
life  i    Surely  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
must  be  aware  that  there  are  many  sub- 
jects on  which  they  themselves  are  not 
wholly  agreed.    What  of  disestablish- 
ment ?    We  know  perfectly   well  that 
many  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  strongly  hold  that  thi  Church 
bhould   be   disestablished.    Are  they 
therefore  bound,  is  there  any  obligation 
on  them,  to  include  that  in  their  pro- 
gramme ?   What  of  Home  Rule  itself  ? 
Jfr.  Gerald  Balfour. 


Is  Home  Bule  at  the  present  moment  a 
part  of  the  programme  of  the  Liberal 
Party  ?   Is  it  not  true  that  in  the  minds 
of  at  least  some  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
Home  Bule  has  been  rapidly  degenerat- 
ing into  8<nnething  like  a  pious  opinion, 
and  if  they  are  entitled  to  hold  pious 
opinions  are  not  we  also  1   There  is  an 
even   stronger  case   than  Home  Rule. 
The  noble  Lord  who  was  the  latest  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Liberal  Party  has  taken 
upcm  himself  to  sweep  the  whole  ik  the 
Newcastle  prwramme  off   the  board. 
Is  the  Newcastle  programme  part  of  the 
programme  of  the  Liberal  Party  or  is  it 
not  ?    Surely  these  are  all  cases  in  which 
matters  of  very  great  moment  and  im- 
portance are  held  to  be,  by  important 
members  of  the  Opposition,  outside  the 
policy  of  the  Party,   it  is  exactly  the 
same  with  us.    The  policy  of  pre- 
ference which  has  been  advocated  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Birmingham  has  the   sympathy  of  a 
I  great  many  members  of   the  Govem- 
\  ment,  but  it  is  not  included  in  the 
I  policy  of  the  Government,  and  I  cannot 
I  see  what  there  is  reprehensible  in  having 
an  official  policy  and  holding  an  opinion 
which  goes  somewhat  beyond  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  adca.  Where  is 
the  urgency?  So  far  as  th9  colonial  policy 
is  concerned,  the  urgency  arose  when  the 
Colonies  offered  us  a  preference.  [Op- 
position   cries   of    "  When  ?  "]  That 
occurred  two  years  ago  at  the  Conference  of 
the  Colonial  Premiers.  The  urgency  arose 
when  the  Colonies  offered  us  a  preference, 
and  when  it  was  made  perfectly  clear  that 
they  at  least  hoped   that  they  would 
enjoy  some  preference  in  return.    But  it 
is  not  merely  the  question  of  preference 
that  was  urgent.    The  question  of  re- 
taliation also  became  urgent  the  moment 
an  important  country  on  the  Continent 
intimated  to  ns  that  if  this  policy  of 
preference  were  persisted  in,  not  only  our 
Colonies,  but  even  the  Mother  Country 
might  be  deprived  of  the  most  favoured- 
nation  treatment.    There  was  the  further 
urgency  arising  from  this, that  many  Con- 
tinental countries  were  already  construct- 
ing new  tarifs  decomhat,  and  if  we  were 
not  in  a  position  to  bear  our  part  in  the 
discussions  preliminary  to  the  framing 
of  new  commercial  treaties,  our  interests 
undoubtedly   would   have  to  go  to  the 
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made  this  matter  urgent ;  bat  I  quite 
grant  this  to  the  right  hoa.  Geatle- 
man — that  unless  matters  had  been  ripe 
in  the  country  for  a  policy  of  this  sort, 
the  incidents  to  which  1  have  referred 
might  not  have  been  sufficient  to  raise 
the  question  in  all  the  fulness  which  has 
been  given  to  it.  For  a  long  time  past  I 
believe  this  question  hafi  been  ripening  in 
the  minds  of  the  people — not  peihaps  the 
policy  of  preference,  th&t  is  of  course 
of  comparatively  late  date,  and  has 
its  origin  in  the  action  of  the  Colo- 
nies;)} but  as  far  as  a  free  hand  for 
negotiation,  as  far  as  what  is  called  a 
policy  of  retaliation  is  conceroed,  that 
has  been  silently  growing  in  favour 
for  a  loi^  time  past.  The  Prime 
Minister  ha<t  stated  that  twenty  years 
ago  he  expressed  his  opinion  Bfcroi^ly 
in  favour  of  what  is  row  called  the 
policy  of  retaliation.  My  own  belief  is 
that  it  will  be  found  on  looking  at  the 
speeches  delivered  by  many  of  my 
hon.  friends  about  the  same  time  that 
they  also  expressed  similar  views. 
I  did  so  myself,  and  I  have  never 


to  which  I  now  attach  importance  I 
did  not  attach  quite  sufficient  impor- 
tance when  I  made  tdiat  statement.  In 
other  respects  I  do  nob  withdraw  a  word 
of  the  quotation  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  read  to  the  House.  I  do 
not  think  the  ruin  of  the  trade  and  in- 
dustry of  this  country  is  impending.  I 
do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  affirm 
that  we  are  on  the  brink  of  ruin  if  you 
examine  the  facts  and  figures.  But  that 
is  not  in  itself  a  reason  against  fiscal  re- 
form. We  must  look  at  tendencies,  and 
if  we  see  that  those  tendencies  are  drift- 
ing lis  in  a  dangerous  direction  it  is  our 
duty  to  take  precautions  against  such  a 
result.  I  agree  that  there  has  been  pro- 
bably a  certain  exaggeration  of  state- 
ment with  respect  to  t^e  present  con- 
dition of  our  trade.  [Opposition  cries  of 
"  By  whom  ?"]  But  has  the  exaggeration 
been  all  on  one  side  ?  From  the  way  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  talk  you  would  think  that 
the  whole  prosperity  of  this  country 
!  rested  upon  free  imports.  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  Hear,  hear  '.  "]  Some  hon. 
Gentlemen  say  that  is  so.  Anybody  who 


changed   my    opinion,    that  in  itself  has  given  study  to  this  subject  knows per- 


the  power  of  retaliation  was  a  de- 
s'rable  power  for  this  country  to  possess. 
Therefore,  when  the  suggestion  of  fiscal 
reform  was  started  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
and  by  the  Prime  Minister,  the  response 
of  the  country  itself  forced  tha  question 
forward  and  made  it  a  practical  question. 
We  could  not  then  have  set  it  aside,  even 
if  we  had  desired,  but  we  did  not  desire 
because,  as  I  said,  many  of  us  had  long  |  the 
been  converts  to  the  view  which  regards 
retaliation  as  a  policy  in  itself  desirable, 
if  the  country  was  prepared  to  accept  it. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
toa'speechi  made  at  heeAa.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  agree  that  it  was  a 
very  apt  quotation  from  his  point  of 
view.  He  asks  me  whether  I  have 
changed  my  opinion  since  then.  Well, 
if  I  had  modified  my  opinion 
in  the  light  of  a  further  study  of  this 
question  I  certainly  should  not  be 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  it.  It  is  true 
that  I  have  modified  my  opinions  to  this 
extent,  that  I  do  now  attach  greater 
importance  to,  I  regard  as  of  graver  effect, 
certain  tendencies  which  analysis  reveals 
in  British  industry  and  commerce.  I 
do  think  that  to  some  of  the  signs 


fectly  well  that  though  free  imports  may 
have  been  an  important  element  in  the 

amazing  growth  of  prosperity  in  this  coun- 
try during  the  last  fifty  years,  they  aro 
only  one  element.  I  should  say 
myself  that  the  progress  of  invention, 
the  cheapening  of  freights,  and  the  large 
extension  of  the  area  under  wheat  tn  the 
United  States  are  all  three  of  them 
causes  which  have  contributed  more  to 
general  prosperity  and  well-being  of 
the  country  than  the  particular  fiscal 
policy  which  we  have  followed.  This 
prosperity,  undeniable  ani  great  as  it 
is,  is  shared  by  other  countries  also 
which  have  not  adopted  our  fiscal 
policy,  and  I  think  that  ought  to 
be  borne  in  mind  by  those  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  a  minute  ago  cheered  the  sug- 
gestion that  our  whole  prosperity  must 
be  due  to  the  free  trade  policy  of  the 
country. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
the  inquiry  undertaken  by  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  curious  how  very  many 
different  estimates  have  been  formed  of 
the  value  of  that  inquiry.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  quoted  from  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  to  the  effect  that  this 
inquiry   watt  a  deception  and  ^  I 


Digitized  by 


651 


Fiscal 


{COMMONS} 


Policy. 


652 


Temember  rightly  the  Doke  of  Devcm- 

shire  also  described  the  Blue-book  which 
embodied  the  resulta  of  the  inquiry  as  an 
ill-digestfid  collection  of  statistics.  On 
the  other  hand,  Lord  Rosebery  spoke  of 
it  as  "  the  exhaustive  investigation  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,"  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  certainly  in  their  speeches 
in  the  conatry  not  spoken  of  the  Blue- 
book  as  if  it  represented  a  mere  illusory 
investigation.  1  should  just  like  to  say  u 
word  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  Blue- 
book  was  framed.  The  basis  of  the 
inquiry  was  laid  by  questions  set  by 
Ministers  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  We 
answered  ^ese  questions  to  the  best  of 
our  ability,  and,  so  far  as  the  inquiries 
remained  obviously  incomplete,  the 
Poard  of  Trade  officials,  in  connection 
with  myself,  did  their  beat  to  fill  up  the 
gaps.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  Blue- 
book  is  a  quarry  from  which  both  sides 
can  extract  material,  and  from  which  both 
s'.des  have  extracted  material ;  but  it 
can  hardly  be  brought  against  it  us  a 
rc  preach  that  it  is  sufficiently  impartial 
to  supply  materials  to  both  sides.  This  is 
a  most  complicated  question.  There  is 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides, 
iiud  if  the  Blue-book  which  embodied 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  had  not 
been  a  quarry  in  which  both  sides  could 
mine  with  effect,  it  would  certainly  not 
have  fulfilled  the  object  for  which 
it  was  designed.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  pressed  us  to  give  a  more 
definite  statement  as  to  the  procedure 
and  the  machinery  by  which  we  propose 
to  carry  out  our  views.  I  am  bound  to 
Biy  that  the  request  is  not  altogether  a 
reasonable  one.  On  one  point,  however, 
I  can  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  right 
hun.  Gentleman.  He  askeJ  us  whether 
w  '  proposed  that  the  Executive  should 
hrtvc!  the  power  of  imposing  retaliatory 
luties  without  the  consent  of  Parliament. 
No,  Sir.  That  has  never  been  contem- 
plated by  us.  Wr  have  never  suggfsted 
or  proposed  that  Parliament  should  be 
invited  to  divest  itself  of  its  power  of 
control  over  taxation,  or  that  it  should 
transfer  to  the  Executive  or  the  Privy 
Council  the  power  to  impose  taxes. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Bnrghs) :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  that  the  authority  of 


Parliament  will  be  required  in  each 

particular  case,  or  that  a  general  stritute 
may  be  passed  giving  general  powers  to 
be  applied  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive  Government  in  any  particular 
case  ? 

*BfB.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  In  our 
view  no  tax  could  be  imposed  unless  the 
consent  of  Parliament  had  been  obtained. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  In  each  case  ?] 
That  is  asking  rather  too  much.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  claim  before- 
hand that  we  should  go  so  far  into  detail 
as  to  pledge  onrselvra  that  the  consent  of 
Parliament  shall  be  required  item 
by  item.  I  do  not  think  we  i^houH 
be  asked  to  go  into  further  detail . 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  complain  of 
that,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  go 
further  into  this  matter  without  going 
into  every  detail  of  the  plan  by  which 
retaliation  would  be  carried  out;  and 
that  I  decline  to  do,  and,  I  think,  reason- 
ably decline.  All  precedent  in  this 
matter  is  on  our  side,  but  I  will  refer  to 
only  one  which  is  really  a  classica!  prece- 
dent, and  it  has  determined,  in  my 
judgment,  for  all  time,  what  is  and  what 
is  not  obligatory  on  a  Government  in 
the  Way  of  disclosing  details  of  a  policy 
beforehand.  I  ref3r  to  BAr.  Gladstone's 
action  in  connection  wit^  the  Home  Rule 
Bill.  Let  us  consider  what  the  circum- 
stances were.  In  1886  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Bill  was  thrown  out  on  the  question  of 
the  position  of  the  Irish  Members  in  rela- 
tion to  this  House.  Everybody  knew 
that  that  was  the  crucial  question  in 
connection  with  Home  Rule.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone had  no  second  opportunity  of 
bringing  in  a  Home  Rule  Bill  until  seven 
years  had  passed.  Everybody  knew  that 
there  were  only  throe  possible  courses 
open.  One  was  known  as  the  "  all  out " 
policy  adopted  in  ths  Bill  of  1886, 
another  was  the  "  all  in  "  policy,  and  the 
third  was  the  "in  and  out"  policy. 
Again  and  again  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
pressed  by  the  Unionist  Party  to  disclose 
his  intention  in  regard  to  this  crucial 
point,  and  he  always  refused.  Now,  Sir, 
I  say  you  could  not  imagine  a  case  in 
which  there  would  be  a  stronger  claim  for 
the  disclosure  of  the  details  of  a  policy 
before  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  country, 
yet  Mr.  Gladstone  never  consented  to 
reveal  the  details  of  his^iplicy.  . 
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Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Ltiui  Regis.) : 
Is  that  a  precedent  the  GkiTemment  are 
going  to  follow  f 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  My  hon. 
friend  asks  whether  that  is  a  precedent 
which  the  Grovemment  are  going  to  follow. 
I  Bay  that  precedent  determined  for  all 
time  what  can  legitimately  be  refused, 
so  fat  as  such  a  point  can  be  determined 
by  precedents. 

BfB.  JOHN  MORLEY:  I  ahoold  like 
to  ask  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I 
really  think  that  after  all  he  has  said  of 
Mr.  Gladstone's  action  when  in  opposition 
I  am  entitled  to  press  him — the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  tells  us  the  Government  are 
going  to  take  a  certain  general  line  of 
action.  We  ask  him  ve^  innocently, 
and  that  is  what  I  want  to  know,  whether 
Parliament  is  to  be  informed  before  or 
after  this  action  has  been  taken  1  Surely 
that  is  a  vital  question. 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  My  reply 
to  that  is  that  we  ought  not  to  be  pressed 
before  an  appeal  to  the  electors  is  made 
to  lay  before  the  country  all  the  details 
of  our  plan,  and  I  appeal  to  the  example 
of  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  I  say  it  is  con- 
clusive on  that  point.  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  placing  a  great  policy  before  the 
country,  and  we  are  placing  our  policy 
before  tiie  country. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The  right  h<ni.  Gkntleman  has  volun- 
teered to  tell  us  the  manner  and  method 
by  which  this  policy  is  to  be  applied. 
[Hon.  Members;  No.]  Yes,  he  is 
engaged  in  doing  it,  and  we  ask  him  one 
or  two  questions  across  the  Table  which 
are  absolutely  essential.  He  is  speaking 
for  the  Government.  He  is  not  in  oppo- 
sition. He  is  not  announcing  a  pro- 
gramme to  the  countxy.  He  talks  about 
the  electors.  We  know  nothing  about 
the  electors. 

*Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  cannot 
see  that  that  has  anything  to  do  with  the 
matter.  Mr.  Gladstone  had  a  policy  to 
put  before  the  country.  We  have  a 
policy  to  put  before  the  country.  He 
refused  to  go  into  details,  and  we  are 
entitled  to  foUcw  his  example.  But  if 
hon.  Members  are  really  anxious  to  press 
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this  matter  any  further,  all  I  can  say  is 
that  it  is  a  pity  they  should  not  have 
waited  until  such  time  as  the  Prime 
Minister  could  be  here.  At  all  events, 
I  and  my  colleagues  on  this  Bench  must 
decline,  and,  in  my  judgment,  properly 
decline  to  go  either  behind  or  beyond  the 
policy  as  laid  down  by  the  Prime 
Minister. 

I  should  think  a  greater  compli- 
ment has  hardly  ever  been  paid  to  a 
statesman  in  this  country  than  the  con- 
centrati<m  of  attention  which  has  been 
bestowed  on  the  policy  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
It  is  not  th»  policy  of  the  Government. 
Everyone  knew  that  if  an  appeal  were 
made  to  the  electors" and  a  majority  were 
returned  in  favour  of  the  Government 
policy,  that  would  not  entitle  us  to  go 
further  and  carry  out  the  policy  of  prefer- 
ence. Notwithstanding  all  that,  here 
you  have  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  flood 
of  oratory  poured  forth  in  the  recess 
directed  to  I^lo  policy  of  my  right  hon. 
friend. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  You 
have  Conservative  Members  opposed  by 
Cabinet  Ministers. 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  say  that 
is  an  extraordinary  testimony  to  tiie 
force  of  character  and  energy  and 
ability  of  my  right  hon.  friend.  But 
I  thmk  there  may  have  been  ot^er 
causes  at  work.  In  the  first  place  it  is 
a  policy  much  more  easy  to  attack  than 
that  of  the  Government.  The  proposal 
to  tax  food  is  not  prima  facie  likely  to 
be  a  popular  policy.  Whereas  the  policy 
of  retaliation  is  one,  you  may  almost  say, 
which  is  natural  to  any  Englishman. 
Then  again,  my  right  h(m.  friend  has 
dcme  what  we  have  declined  to 
do.  He  has  given  a  somewhat  de- 
tailed account  of  his  proposal,  and  a 
detailed  account  of  a  proposal  is  to 
an  eager  Opposition  like  a  pot  of 
honey  to  flies  in  summer.  You  have 
only  to  look  at  the  treatment  which  my 
right  hon.  friend's  scheme  has  re- 
ceived in  order  to  judge  of  the  wisdom 
of  a  premature  disclosure  of  details. 
Then  I  think  it  is  also  possible  that  my 
right  hon.  friend's  policy,  rather  than 
that  of  the  Government,  has  been 
accentuated  in    Opposition  speeches, 
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because  hon.  Bkmben  opposite  think 

that  by  so  doing  they  may  succeed 
in  detaching  from  the  main  body 
of  the  Unionists  those  who  doubt 
whether  to  carry  this  fiscal  reform  so 
far  as  my  tight  hon.  friend  proposes  to 
carry  it  is  wise  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  Whether  Hie  line  taken  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  oppoate'has  really  been 
prudent,  in  the  interest  of  the  cause  which 
they  champion,  I  am  somewhat  inclined 
to  doubt.  The  effect  of  the  course  they 
have  pursued  has  been  to  give  the  utmost 
possible  advertisement  to  the  policy  of 
my  right  hon.  friend.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Fife  says 
that  was  the  last  thing  that  was  needed. 
I  quite  agree  that  any  policy  taken  up 
and  propounded  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  is  certain  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  country 
without  any  adventitious  aid,  but 
I  think  that  in  his  exertions  he  has  been 
greatly  assisted  by  the  activity  and  energy 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Besides, 
it  has  had  another  effect,  for  in  their 
hot  haste  to  blacken  Uie  policy  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  made  to  shine  quite  bright 
by  comparison.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
laugh  at  that,  but  let  me  quote  a  passage 
of  the  speech  delivered  by  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  last  month — 

**  All  that  I  have  to  add  to  what  I  said  on 
another  oooasioii  is  that  while  I  do  not 
bdieve  bo  &nnly  as  the  Prime  Minister  doee  in 
the  probable  eififtcacy  of  soch  a  policy,  I  am 
more  disposed  than  I  was  to  approve  of  the 
object  of  that  policy.  I  do  so  because  it  was  a 
poli<^  not  only  differing  from,  but  absolutely 
opposed  to,  the  more  dangerous  and  more 
mischievous  policy  of  Mr.  Chamberlain." 

[Cries  of  "Do  you  agree?"]  Then 
the  heart  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  warmed  so  much  to  the  Govern- 
ment policy  in  his  frenzied  opposi- 
tion to  the  policy  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  that  he 
actually  went  the  length  of  saying 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government  whs 
interesting  but  not  very  important. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham): Hear,  hear! 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  think 
there  is  a  certain  hnmour  in  the  phrase 
of  my  hon.  friend  applied  to  what  the 
Frime,Minister  described  as  a  reversal  of 

Mr.  Gerald  BtUfoar, 


the  fiscal  traditifms  cf  this  country. 
How  far  has  roy  hon.  friend  travelled, 
even  since  last  session  when  he  opposed, 
tooth  and  nail,  the  Sugar  Conventioo, 
which  proposed  in  a  modest  way  and  in 
an  isolated  case  the  principle  for  which 
we  now  ask  general  approval. 

Mb.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  I  said 
the  policy  of  the  Prime  Minister  was 
not  very  important  because  it  was  not 
the  issue  before  the  country. 

*Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:   I  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  the  hon.  GentlemaD. 
It  is  the  policy  before  the  country.  I 
think  the  real  explanation  of  the  language 
of  my  hon.  friend  is,  that  he,  like  others, 
can  see  nothing  in  fiscal  reform  ex- 
cept protection.    Protection  occupies 
the     entire    field    ci    his  vision, 
and    my   hon.   friend   is    not  alone 
in    this     because    there    seems  to 
be    something    like     an  organised 
conspiracy    to    represent    the  issue 
before  the  country  as  an  issue  between 
free  trade  and  protection.    I  absolutely 
deny  that.   I  quite  admit  there  is  a 
natural  temptation  so  to  represent  it.  The 
old  proverb,  "  Give  a  dog  a  bad  name 
and  hang  him,"  has  no  doubt  a  good 
deal  in  it.   If  yon  can  not  only  give 
your  adversary  a  bad  name,  but  retain  a 
good  one  for  yourself,  double  advantage 
is  secnred.    But  this  way  of  presenting 
the  issue  is  absolutely  superficial  and 
misleading.    Let  us  look  more  closely  at 
the  various  classes  of  opinion  respecting 
diis  fiscal  question  existing  in  the  country 
and  diis  House  at  the  present  time.  There 
are,  at  least,  four  such  classes.  First 
you  have  the  free  importers ;  next,  those 
who  approve  the  Government  policy, 
who  ask  for  a  free  hand  to  negotiate, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  retaliate ;  Uiirdly, 
there  are  those  who  follow  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir* 
miugham,  and  who  favour  pref^ential 
arrangements    with     the  Colonies; 
and,    lastly,   there    are    the  protec- 
tionists.   Anyone  who  is  a  protectionist 
wilt  probably  also  be  in  favour  of  pre- 
ference and  of  a  free  hand  in  n^otiation : 
but  the  reverse  by  no  means  follows. 
There  are  many  who  are  in  favour  of  a 
free  hand  in  negotiation  who  do  not  advo- 
cate preference,  and  o^ers  who  advocate 
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preference,  but  are  by  no  means  protec- 
tionists. The  various  distinctions  have 
been  so  loosely  appreciated  in  dtsoussions 
on  platform  that  it  is  advisable  to 
endeavour  to  define  a  little  more  precisely 
the  essential  characteristic  of  each  class 
of  opinion. 

The  free  importers  are  free  traders  in 
intention,  but  not  in  reality.  Free  trade 
in  its  essence  is  bilateral.  The  charac- 
teristic mark  of  the  free  importer  is  not 
free  trade.  It  is  the  refusal  to  adopt 
any  other  method  than  that  of  moral 
suasion  in  order  to  bring  about  free  trade. 
They  are  the  Quakers  of  finance.  Their 
policy  is  a  purely  negative  policy ;  they 
are  the  peace-at-any-price  party  in  re- 
lation to  industrial  affairs.  When  Sir 
Bobert  Peel  stated  that  in  his  view  the 
best  way  of  fighting  tariffs  was  by  free 
imports,  he  uttered  a  maxim  which  was 
no  doubt  a  maxim  of  expediency  at  the 
time  at  which  he  spoke ;  but  that  maxim 
was  subsequently  converted  into  a 
fundamental  principle  of  English 
finance,  that  do  taxation  should  be  put 
on  except  for  revenue  purposes ;  and  tilie 
principle  itself  became  in  turn  some- 
thing like  a  dogma,  under  no  circum- 
stances to  be  set  aside  or  modified.  You 
cannot  hold  that  dogma  and  at  the  same 
time  be  in  favour  of  freedom  of  negotia- 
tion ;  you  cannot  hold  it  to  be  final  and 
unconditional  and  yet  advocate  prefer- 
ential policy.  A  fortiori  it  is  not 
possible  to  hold  it  and  be  a  protectionist. 

Let  roe  pass  to  the  fiscal  reformers, 
and  first  of  all  to  the  protectionists. 
When  I  speak  of  protection  I  refer  to  the 
system  existing  at  the  present  time  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  France,  Ger- 
many, and  other  continental  countries. 
What  is  protection?  Protection  is  a 
system  of  artificial  assistance  deliberately 
accofded  to  particular  industries  by 
the  State,  generally  by  means  of  import 
duties,  in  order  to  give  these  industries 
advantages  over  and  above  what  they 
would  enjoy  under  conditions  of  natural 
oompetition.  That  is  my  definition  of 
protection,  and  in  order  to  illustrate  it  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  what  are  called 
countervailing  duties.  Countervailing 
duties  are  duties  imposed  as  a  counter- 
poise to  a  bounty.  They  have  to  be 
moet  carefully  discriminated  from  protec- 
tive duties.  They  are  really  duties  im- 
posed  in  self  defence.    There  is  an 


ambiguity  in  the  word  "protection,"  and 
it  would  be  greatly  in  the  interests  of 
clear  discussion  if,  when  we  are  speaking 
of  protection  to  industry  by  a  duty  which 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  countervailing  duty, 
we  were  to  call  it  not  protection  but 
defence.  There  is  a  distinction  between 
defensive  duties  and  protection.  De- 
fensive duties  are  in  my  opinion  per 
fectly  legitimate  even  as  part  oi 
the  theory  of  free  trade.  Protective 
duties  stand  in  a  different  category. 

We  have  been  challenged  to-night  to 
say  Whether  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  protectionist  or  anti-protectionist. 
I  have  already  stated,  I  hope  in  clear 
language,  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  protectionist.  If  I  am  asked, 
not  as  a  member  of  the  Government  but 
as  an  individual — the  distincticm  is  per- 
fectly legitimate — what  my  own  view  of 
protection  is,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
state  it.  I  do  not  think  that  protection 
is  a  wise  policy  for  this  country  to  adopt. 
I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  absolute  state- 
ment of  faith  with  regard  to  protection  in 
other  countries.  The  ^ect  of  protection 
is,  practically,  to  impose  a  tax  on  the 
consumer  for  the  benc^t  of  t^e  producer. 
If  the  extra  profits  resulting  from  protec- 
tion, or  part  of  such  profits,  are  employed, 
as  may  easily  happen,  to  further  the  de- 
velopment of  industrial  enterprise,  it  is 
possible — I  believe  in  some  instances  it  is 
actually  the  case — that  a  policy  of  protec- 
tion may  realW'  stimulate  industarial 
development.  I  think  protection  has 
probably  stimulated  industrial  develop- 
ment in  ,  Germany  and  also  in  the 
United  States.  Therefore  I  should  be 
extremely  reluctant  to  say  that  either 
Germany  or  the  United  States  had 
adopted  a  policy  which  was  wrong  for 
these  countries.  On  the  contoary.  I  think 
very  likely  it  was  right  for  Germany  and 
the  United  States.  But  for  our  country 
— which  had  such  an  immense  start  over 
all  others,  which  was  a  highly  developed 
manufacturing  country  at  a  time  when 
such  a  description  could  not  be  applied 
to  any  other  country — protection  for  such 
a  country  is,  I  believe,  a  bad  policy,  and 
I  should  be  sorry  to  see  a  return  to  it 
now.  I  will  even  go  so  far  Tas  this — 
that  if  it  was  a  choice  between  protection 
as  we  know  it  in  Germany  and  America, 
and  other  countries  and  the  existing 


659  Fiscal  {COMMONS}  Policif.  660 


imports.  But,  as  a  matter  of  loot,  notii- 
ing  of  the  kind  is  the  case.  It  is  possible 
to  hold  the  views  which  I  have  just 
expressed  and  yet  be  a  warm  advocate 
of  preferential  arrangements  with  the 
Colonies.  The  object  of  preference  is 
twofold.  First,  to  draw  closer  the 
cfHumercial  relations  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  Colonies,  and  to  make 
the  exchange  of  ccnnmodities  between 
them  freer.  That  is  the  economic  object. 
There  is  also  a  political  object,  namely, 
to  draw  closer  the  political  tie  between 
the  mother  country  and  the  other  parts 
of  the  Empire.  What  is  there  in  these 
aims  which  has  anything  to  do  with 
the  establishment  of  a  protective  system 
in  this  country  ^  There  is  absolutely  no 
necessary  connection  between  the  two 
things,  unless  indeed  it  be  the  circum- 
stance that  preference  involves  a  small 
duty  on  certain  foodstuffs,  a  duty  which 
hon.  Grentlemen  opposite  have  repeatedly 
said  in  their  speeches  in  the  country  would 
practically  h&ve  no  protective  effect 
whatever.  [Opposition  cries  of  "Who 
said  itt"]  I  have  seen  it  stated  over 
and  over  again.  Lord  Rosebery  is  among 
those  who  have  stated  it  in  very  clear 
and  very  emphatic  language.  But  then 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West Mommouthshire says,  "What about 
the  av«:age  10  per  cent,  tax  upon  manu- 
factured goods  f"  If  I  am  to  answer  that 
question  as  a  member  of  the  Government 
and  on  behalf  of  the  Govemment,  I  say 
that  as  preference  is  not  in  our  programme, 
a  fortiori  any  particular  method  of  carry- 
ing out  preference  is  not  in  our  pro- 
gramme. 

Sib  WILLUM  HABCOUET  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  It  is  quite  independent 
of  preference. 

•Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  am  glad 
o  hear  that  admission,  because  it  is 
exactly  the  point  which  I  am  trying  to 
drive  home.  If  in  my  individual  capacity 
I  am  asked  to  say  what  my  view  on  the 
■ubject  is,  why,  then,  I  say  at  once  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  a  state  of 
public  opinion  in  this  country  which 
would  admit  of  the  adoption  of  the 
policy  of  preferential  arrangements  with 
our  Colonies.  But  in  saying  that  I 
absolutely  decline  to  pin  myseU  to  any 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 


particular  method  of  carrying  that  p<^7 
out.  I  do  not  think  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  would 
say  that  this  particular  part  of  his  plan  is 
in  his  view  absolutely  essential  to  the  policy 
preference.  Why  was  this  10  per  cent, 
adopted  in  the  firat  instance  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  as  part  ci  his  sdieme  ?  It 
was  because,  in  (nder  to  avcnd  the  im- 
position of  an  additional  burden  on  tibe 
working  classes  it  was  necessary  to  remit 
part  of  the  dut'es  on  sugar  and  tea,  and, 
therefore,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
resulting  therefrom  to  the  Exchequer. 
But  that  is  purely  a  revenue  question 
[Laughter.]  Perhaps  I  have  not  made 
myself  clear.  It  ie  admitted  that  the 
policy  of  pr^erence  cannot  be  carried 
out  without  a  tax  upon  certain  food 
imports  from  foreign  countries.  The 
suggestion  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  was  that 
duties  should  be  placed  on  com  and  meat 
and  dairy  produce,  and  that  they  should 
be  taken  off  tea,  sugar,  and  coffee.  As 
the  result  of  that  change  in  taxation 
would  be  to  produce  a  deficit  in  the 
revenue,  of  course  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  make  good  this  deficit 
it  in  some  way  or  another  ;  but  the  par- 
ticular scheme  by  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  proposed  to  make  good  the  deficit  is 
not  one  which  is  essential  to  the  policy 
of  preference.  For  my  part,  speaking 
in  my  individual  capacity,  while  I  am  in 
favour  of  the  policy  of  prefnence,  if  the 
Colonies  are  able  and  willing  satisfac- 
torily to  meet  us,  I  am  not  equally  bound 
to  approve  of  the  method  of  carrying  it 
out  which  has  been  put  forward  and 
defended  with  such  eloquence  and 
ability  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  If 
protection  is  not  necessarily  implied 
in  preference,  still  less  is  it  implied  in 
the  policy  of  the  Govemment.  [Dissent.] 
Surely  hon.  Members  have  arrived  at  a 
more  accurate  conception  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government  than  to  suppose  that 
it  involves  the  taxation  of  food  pro- 
ducts. 


Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  Do  I 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
mean  that  his  policy  of  retaliation  will 
not  take  advantage  of  any  duty  on  food 
in  order  to  carry  out  nt^liation  ? 
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•Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUB  :  I  believe 
it  has  already  been  stated  by  the  Prime 
Minister  that  his  policy  does  not  con- 
template the   taxation  M  food.  [A 
Uhxoniot     McHBEii :     Of    raw  ma- 
terial ?]     Of  course  not ;  for  the  ob- 
jeotions  to  taxing   raw  material  are 
more  serious  than  the  obiections  to 
taxing  food.    I  said  a  moment  ago  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  was  not  in- 
consistent with  free  trade  principles.  I 
think  I  may  go  even  further  thui  that, 
and  say  that  those  who  advocate  the 
policy  of  the  free  hand  for  ne^tiati<Mimay 
fairly  declare  that  they  are  tzner  friends 
of   free   trade   than   hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  who,  while  they  praise  free 
trade,  are  not  prepared  to  make  any 
sacrifices  on  behalf  of  it.    They  have  a 
platonio  love  for  free  trade.    They  will 
not  do  anything  for  it.  They  will  not  fight 
for  it.   But  ve  are  prepared  to  fight  for 
free  trade,  and  to  that  extent  I  think 
we  may  claim  to  be  truer  friends  of  free 
trade  dian  hon.  Members  opposite.  The 
line  we  have  taken  is  this,  that  the 
policy  of  peace  at  any  price  with  respect 
to  commercial  and  industrial  matters 
ought  to  come  to  an  end.  We  are  met 
by  two  arguments.  We  are  told  that  we 
have  the  power  to  retaliate  already.  We 
are  also  told  that  if  we  did  possess  this 
power  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  us.   As  to 
the  first  argument,  we  ara  told  that  we 
have  only  got  to  come  to  Parliament 
and  ask  in  each  case  for  certain  powers, 
and    to  act    upon   the    powers  so 
given.     I  do  not  think  that  that  is 
an  aocuKtte  statement  <d  the  position. 
NodoabtParliamentisomnipotent.  Par- 
Uammt  could  to-morrow  reintroduce  the 
system  of  protection.   Parliament  could, 
so  far  as  theory  goes,  restore  absolute 
monarchy  in  this  country.    But  would 
anybody  suggest    that    uiy  Ministry 
would  venture,  in  any  single  case,  to 
impose  for  purposes  of  retaliation  a 
duty  which  was  incidentally  of  a  pro- 
tective character  without  having  first 
got  the  geoeral  assent  of  the  country  to 
^e  change  of  policy  which  that  involved  ? 
Hitherto  we  have  observed  the  principle 
that  taxation  should  not  be  put  on  except 
for  revenue  purposes,  but  il  we  are  to 
have  a  free  hand  for  negotiation  we 
■  must  abandon  that  principle,  or  regard 
it,  at  least,  as  a  principle  modifiable 
according  to  circumstances.  Just  imagine 


my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Afiairs,  approaching  a  foreign 
Government  under  existing  conditions, 
with  a  threat  to  impose  this  or  that  duty 
unless  adequate  conces^ons  were  made  in 
favour  of  British  interests.   It  would  be 
out  of  question  for  any  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  to  do  that  unless  he  had 
the  mandate  of  the  country  behind  him, 
otherwise  he  would  be  making  a  threat 
which  he  would  know  perfectly  well  he 
would  not  have  the  power  to  carry  out ; 
and  the  negotiator,  on  tlie  other  side,  would 
know  it  also,  and  would  naturally  say, 
"  Your  revolver  is  not  loaded ;  you  talk  of 
putting  on  penal  taxes,  but  we  know  that 
that  is  inconsistent  with  your  general 
fiscal  policy."   Unless  we  have  a  man- 
date from  the  country  behind  us  we 
never  shall  have  the  power  to  negoti- 
ate with  real  efiect.    Every  Govern- 
ment in  turn  is  constantly  address- 
ing appeals  and   warnings  to  foreign 
nations  against  some  proposed  action 
hostile  to  our  interests.    Those  appeals 
are  hardly  ever  effectual,  and  they 
never   will   be    effectual    unless  the 
foreign  country   with   whom  we  are 
remonstrating  is  aware  that  we  have 
got  the  power  of  inflicting  a  penalty  if 
our  requests  are  not  listened  to.  Then 
it  is  said,  "  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk 
about  retaliation,  but  how  are  you  going 
to  retaliate  against  countries  like  Russia 
and  the  United  States  which  send  you 
raw  material  in  a  very  much  larger  pro- 
portion than  any  odier  commodity  1  " 
Well,  ot  course  it  would  be  more  difficult 
for  us  to  apply  pressure  to  Russia  and 
the  United  States  than  to  some  other 
countries  which  could  be  named.  But 
really,  the  passion  for  uniformity  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite   seems  to  me  to 
amount  almost  to  a  mania.    Because  a 
preferential  tariff  might  affect  different 
colonies  differently,   therefore  we  are 
to  have  no  preferential  arrangements 
at  ^1.    And,  similarly,  because  we 
are   not  in  a   position  to  apply  as 
severe  a  pressure  to  the  United  States 
or    Russia    as    we    should    be,  say, 
to  Germany  and  France,  therefore  we 
are  not  to  attempt  to  apply  pressure  at 
all.   Surely  suoh  an  argument  as  that 
answers  itself. 

There    is  one  other  argument  to 
which   I    would   refer    in   this  con- 
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&honld  find  great  difficulty  —  I  fully 
appreciate  it — in  applying  pressure  to  the 
United  States;  I  believe  that  continental 
countries,  which,  as  we  all  know,  are 
equipped  for  retaliation,  have  not  been 
successful  in  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on 
the  United  States.  But  they  have  suc- 
cessfully brought  pressure  to  bear  on 
other  countries,  though  not  on  the  United 
States.  We  have  not  merely  to  consider 
freedom  of  negotiation  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  favourable  commeicial  treaties, 
we  have  also  got  to  defend  our  industries 
against  illegitimate  and  un&ir  competi- 
tion. One  advanta^  secured  by  the 
Sugar  Convention  was  that  you  had 
the  representatives  of  all  the  principal 
commercial  countries  in  Europe  laying 
down  the  principle  that  high  protective 
duties  could  under  certain  ciicumstauces 
constitute  a  bounty.  I  believe  that  lb 
absolutely  true,  and  the  whole  system  of 
modern  dumping  undoubtedly  rests  on 
the  two  factors — first,  combination  among 
the  producers,  and,  secondly,  the  protec- 
tion of  a  high  tariS.  Now,  if  we  can- 
not induce  the  United  States  to  lower 
their  tariff,  at  least,  it  will  be  possible  for 
us  to  provide  against  the  kind  of  bounty 
which  arises  from  the  combination  of 
producers  operating  from  behind  the 
shelter  of  a  protection  system.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  How  ?]  It  ia  possible  to  put 
on  duties  if  necessary. 

*  LoKD  HUGH  CECIL :  On  all  goods  of 
that  class  ? 

*  Mr.  GEB  ALD  BALFOUR  :  I  am  not 
saying  what  we  should  do,  but  how  it  is 
possible— namely,  by  the  imposition  of  a 
tax  which  would  act  as  a  countei vailing 
duty,  or  even  by  the,  in  some  way,  more 
extreme  measure  of  prohibition  that  we 
have  taken  in  connection  with  the  Sugar 
Convention. 

*  Lord  HUGH  CECIL  :  Do  yon  mean 
on  all  goods  of  one  class  as  was  done  in 
the  case  of  sugar. 

*  Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  am 
very  sensible  that  it  is  impcssible  to 
cover  so  vast  and  complicated  a  subject 
as  this  is  in  a  single  speech.  I  have  not 
entered  elaborately  into  statistics  on 
this  occasion,  for  it  ia  really  only  the 
policy  of  t}ie  Government  with  which  I 
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have  to  deal.  That  that  policy  is  directed 
against  a  real  and  serious  evil  no  one 
attempts  to  deny,  and  if  I  were  to  go 
through  all  the  figures  in  the  Blue-bocHc 
bearing  on  this  part  of  the  subject  I 
should  only  be  proving  in  detail  what  is 
already  admitted  on  all  sides.  ["No."] 
The  hon.  Gentleman  must  really  be  a  very 
strange  free  trader  if  he  does  not  admit 
that  the  closing  of  ihe  markets  of  foreign 
nations  to  the  exports  of  this  country  is 
a  serious  evil.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
are  of  opinion  that  our  remedy  would 
be  inefiectual,  if  not  miechieTOUB. 
Well,  we  do  not  agree,  and  we  mean  to 
ask  the  country  to  let  us  try  the  experi- 
ment. ["  When  ? "]  Of  course  it  would 
be  far  easier  to  sit  down  and  do  nothing. 
For  my  own  Department  in  particular 
Fiscal  Reform  means  a  vast  addition  of 
toil,  trouble  and  anxiety.  But  we  advo- 
cate the  policy  because  we  are  convinced 
that  it  is  required  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  commerce  and  industry  of  the  country . 
I  myself  think  that  it  would  have  an 
even  wider  influence  and  effect.  I 
believe  that  the  knowledge  that  the 
British  market  is  always  open  to  the 
exports  of  foreign  countries,  no  matter 
what  fiscal  policy  foreign  countries  may 
adopt  towaras  ub,  has  c(mtributed  very 
materially  to  encourage  foreign  nati<mft 
in  erecting  those  really  ridiculous  tariff 
barriers  against  each  other  and  against 
us ;  and  I  regard  it  as  not  only  possible, 
but  probable,  that  if  this  fiscal  reform, 
which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  deplore 
as  retrograde,  is  adopted,  it  will  contri- 
bute to  the  establishment*  not,  indeed  of 
universal  or  complete  free  trade,  but  at 
least  of  a  freer  exchange  of  commodities 
than  now  between  the  nations  of  the 
entire  civilised  wcnld. 

•Mb.  EBfMOTT  (Oldham)  said  the 
House  had  just  listened  to  a  very  remark- 
able speech.  It  was  extraordinary  in  the 
fact  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  declared  himself  a  free  trader 
although  he  was  sitting  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  both  of 
whom  had  so  loudly  proclaimed  their 
sympathy  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
Before  proceeding  to  comment  upon  that 
speech  he  wished  to  express  his  r^ret 
that  the  Prime  Minister  .and ,  the  late 
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Colonial   Secretary  were  not  present 
dming  this  debate  and  more  particularly 
in  regard  to  tke  cause  which  had  led  to 
their  absence.   The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  commenced  his  speech 
by  complaining  that  the  Opposition  had 
raised   this   debate    on   the  Address. 
What  were  the  facts    of   the   case  ? 
Last   year  they  were  prevented  frcm 
having  a  debate  upon  this  question 
on  a  fair  issue,  because  the  Goret^iment 
were  still  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  and 
had  not  declared  their  policy  in  any 
shape  or  form  and  they  would  only  allow 
a  debate  on  a  vote  of  no  confidence. 
Now  when  the  policy  of  the  Government 
had  been  declared  they  were  challenging 
the  protectionist  views  which  had  been 
promulgated  by  various  members  of  the 
Government.    The  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
had  imputed  some  paltry  mancEuvre  to 
them  and  he  said  this  Amendment  had 
been  designed  to  capture  a  wing  of  the 
Conservative  Party.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  if  they  had  put  down  a  Motion  on 
another  day  diey  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  vote  on  this  issue  at  all,  be- 
cause it  would  have  been  altered  by  some 
Amendment  connived  at  by  the  Govern- 
ment, which  would  have  obscured  the  issue . 
He  felt  some  sympathy  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  somewhat  weak 
defence  he  ofiered  for  the  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  was  in 
accordance   with   precedent   for  some 
difference  of  opinion  to  be  allowed  to 
members  of  ihe  Government.    He  him- 
self did  not  tiiink  it  was.  when  the  real 
question  they   were  considering  was 
protection  applied  to  tie  food  of  the 
people.    No  Government  had  any  right 
to  speak  with  two  voices  on  a  question 
of  such  vital  importance  to  the  people 
of  the  country.    In  regard  to  retalia- 
tion,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
^  condescended  to  tell  them  that  Parlia- 
ment was  to  keep  the  power  in  its  own 
hands  of  agreeing  to  or  disagreeing  from 
any  proposals  mat  were  to  be  made. 
Surely  Parliament  had  that  power  now, 
and  he  did  not  see  what  other  power  was 
wanted.    When  questioned  further,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  could  not 
Bay  that  Parliament  was  to  have  the 
power  to  deal  with  the  matter  item  by 
item.   He  must  say  tliat  at  this  moment 
he  had  not  the  faintest  idea  how  the 
GoTwnment  proposed  to  carry  out  the 


policy  they  announced.    They  were  told 
that  they  ought  to  have  waited  for  the 
Prime  Uinister.    Were  hem.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  such  a  set  of 
weak,  poor,  miserable  people  that  they 
could  not  do  anything  without  the  head 
of  the  Government  ?    Did  they  not  know 
what  their   policy  was  ?  If  they  did 
know,  why  did  they  not  tell  the  House  1 
Take  the  case  of  Russia  and  America,  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  was  that 
in  cases  of  outrageous  unfairness  we 
were  to  be  allowed  to  retaliate.  What 
was  generally  understood  by  outrageous 
unfairness  was  when  very  high  tariffs 
were  put   on  the  imported  goods  of 
countries  like  Russia  and  the  United 
States.    If  it  was  difficult  to  deal  with 
Russia  and  America,  howwere  they  going  to 
deal  with  Fiance  and  Gtermai^  and  outer 
countries  with  a  leas  tariff  !   If  they  set 
up  protectionist  duties  against  France 
and  Germany  unless  they  agreed  to  our 
demand,  and  no  tariff  was  set  up  against 
Russia  and  America,  the  position  would 
be  ridiculous.   If  that  kind  of  thing  was 
done  it  was  perfectly  certain  that  we 
were  going  to  be  landed  in  tariff  wars, 
and  he  thought  r^;ht  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  no  idea  what  that  meant 
to   the    trade    and   industry    of  this 
country.    Where   had  retaliation  been 
successful  ?     What    reason  was  there 
to  suppose,  from  the  history  of  recent 
tariff  controversies,  tliat  retaliation  would 
be  successful  ? 

*Mk.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  Retalia- 
tion is  only  a  fis-aUer.  There  is  no 
negotiation  possible  unless  you  have  the 
power  of  retaliation  behind  it. 

•Mr.  EMMOTT  said  he  wanted  to  put 
this  question:  Sixty  years  ago,  when 
this  coxmtry  had  the  power  of  retalia- 
tion, why  was  it  given  up  1  Why 
did  Peel  and  Gladstone  say  they  were 
going  to  fight  protective  duties  by 
free  imports  ?  They  said  they  adopted 
that  course  because  they  had  found  tliat, 
despite  all  the  great  tariff  that  they  had, 
it  was  no  use  for  purposes  of  negotia- 
tion. 

•Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  pointed 
out  that  twenty  yairs  ^^'(J*^^^f^*^® 
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reversed  that  position  by  makiDg  the 
Cobden  Treaty. 

♦Mr.  EMMOTT  said  the  Cobden  Treaty 
was-  not  in  any  sense  directed  against  the 


principle  <rf 
free  trade. 


free  trade.     It  made  for 


*BlB.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Our 
jsct  is  to  make  for  free  trade  also. 


ob- 


*Mr.  EMMOTT  admitted  that,  and 
went  further  than  that.  As  a  matter 
of  principle,  if  retaliation  had  been 
successful  in  the  past,  if  it  was  likely  to 
be  successful  in  the  future,  he  fully 
admitted  there  was  nothing  against  the 
principle  of  free  trade  in  retaliation. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
asked  if  there  had  not  been  a  recent 
successful  case  of  retaliation  between 
Canada  and  Germany  ?  Had  not  Germany 
recently  made  concessions  in  favour  of 
Canada  been  use  of  Canada's  retaliatory 
action  1  He  would  also  like  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member— 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  This 
kind  of  question  would  be  more  properly 
put  into  a  speech. 

*Mr.  EMMOTT  said  the  question  of 
Canada  uid  Germany  raised  a  very  large 
point  which  he  had  not  time  to  go  into 
now.  If  Germany  had  carried  out  the 
implied  threat  of  imposing  extra  duties 
against  us  because  Canada  had  given 
our  goods  the  preference,  that  was  one  of 
those  cases  which  he  would  have  thought 
was  outrageous  unfairness,  and  if  there  had 
been  any  means  he  would  have  gone  to 
all  lengths  to  stop  it — any  means  without 
injuring  ourselves.  His  constituents 
were  vit-ally  interested  in  these  impor- 
tant matters.  They  were  interested  in 
two  trades — the  cotton  trade  and  the 
textile  machinery  trade.  In  his  constitu- 
ency there  were  three  men  employed  in  the 
export  trade  for  one  employed  in  the  home 
trade.  They  were  told  that  "cotton 
would  go,  diat  sugar  had  gone,  that 
silk  had  gone  " — although  he  saw  by  a 
recent  Government  Return  that  in  fifty 
years  our  exports  had  increased  33  per 
cent.,  whilst  the  exports  of  France  had 
only  increased  by  16  per  cent.  It  was 
far  from  his  mind  to  say  that  everything 
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was  for  the  best  in  this  country,  and  in  the 
iron,  wool,  and  cotton  trades  he  admitted 
there  were  circumstances  which  required 
careful  attention.     But  if  there  was 
reason  for  care  and  attention  to  these 
matters  surely  it  was  all  the  more  neces- 
sary that  no  quack  remedy  should  bo 
applied.  And  when  he  was  told  by 
modern  prophets  that  cotton  would  go 
he  replied  at  onoe  that  cotton  would  go 
if  they  applied  ihe  quack  remedy  of  pro- 
tection.   He  saw  some  figures  the  other 
day  which  showed  that  to  build  a  cottan 
mill  of  100,000 spindles  in  thiscountry  cost 
£125,000,  to  build  the  same  mill  in  Gsr- 
many  cost  £185,000,  in  France  £200,000, 
and  in  the  United  States  £250,000.  The 
principal  reason  for  the  difference  between 
those  figures  was  because  here  we  had 
free  trade  and  in  all  the  other  countrieB 
they  had  protection.    The  costs  varied 
according  to  the  degree  of  protection  in 
those  various  countries.    Take  the  case 
of  Germany,  where  the  cost  was  £60,000 
more  than  here.   Thd  German  must  allow 
5  per  cent,  for  interest  and  5  per  cent, 
for  depreciation.     That  was,  he  had 
got  to  make  £6,000  a  year  more  than  the 
Englishman  to  get  the  same  return,  so 
the  Englishman  could  afiord  to  pay  ten 
shillings  a  week  more  to  his  work-peopU 
aud  still  make  as  large  a  profit.  The 
practical    result   of  free  trade,  had 
been  that  in  any  open  market  we  had 
practically  the  predominance.    In  India, 
for  example,  for  every  100  yards  of  cotton 
cloth  ninety-eight  was  sent  from  this 
country.    Therefore  we  had  little  to  gain 
by  protection.   We  had  £70,000,000  or 
more  of  exports  that  we  might  lose  if  the 
cost  of  making  those  goods  was  mads 
materially  dearer. 

It  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock 
the  debate  stood  adjoorned  till  this 
Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty  as  foUoweth— - 
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"  Most  Gracious  Sorereigi), — 

"  We,  Yooi  Majesty's  most  duti- 
ful and  loyal  subjects,  the  OiminuHis 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  Farlinment  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  onr  humble  thanks  to 
Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament." — (Mr. 
Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was— 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words,  *  Bnt  it  is  our  duty,  however,  humbly  to 
re^esent  to  Tonr  Majesty  that  our  effective 
deliberation  on  the  financial  service  of  the  year 
is  impaired  by  conflicting  declarations  bom 
Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  sub- 
mit to  Yoor  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this 
Hook  that  the  removal  of  protective  duties  has 
for  man  than  half  a  oentniy  active^  conduced 
to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of  its  populadon ; 
and  this  House  believes  that,  while  Uie  needs  of 
social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and 
urgent,  any  return  to  protective  duties,  more 
particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the 
people,  would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national 
stTCTigth,  contentment  and  well  bdng.*"— (if r. 
JoknMoriey.) 

Question  again  pr<H»06ed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added. 

*Mb.  EMMOTT,  continuing  his  speech, 
said  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  every- 
thing  would  ba  made  dearer  by  these 
proposals  there  were  othra  terrOTs  so  fax 
as  the  cotton  trade  was  concerned  in  con- 
nection with  it.  There  was  the  dai^or  that 
reprisals  might  be  made  against  cottcm  on 
account  of  our  imposing  import  dulies  on 
other  articles.  If  we  resorted  to  a  protec- 
tionist r^me  in  this  matter,  it  would  be 
manifestly  unfair  not  to  allow  India  to  re- 
SOTt  to  protection  also,  which  would  react 
considerably  on  the  cotton  trade  of  this 
country.  Another  danger  was  that  we 
should  be  menaced  with  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  raw  cotton.  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  approved  of  Mr.  Charles  Booth's 
recommendations.  Mr.  Charles  Booth 
recommended  a  6  per  cent,  im- 
port dnty  on  all  articles  introduced  into 
this  country  from  abroad,  whether  food  or 
raw  materials,  and  a  10  per  cent,  duty 
on  manufactures.  A  6  per  cent,  duty  on 
all  cotton  coming  to  this  country  would 
bring  in  something  like  £2,000,000  to  the 
Bzchequer,  but  he  knew  perfectly  well 
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that  the  matter  could  not  stop  l^ere,  and 
therefore  proposed  also  a  system  of  draw- 
backs upon  manufactured  goods  expcnted 
from  this  country.  Such  drawbacks  cn 
manufactured  cott(m  would  amount  to  at 
least  £1,500,000,  so  that  the  ultimate 
benefit  which  the  Exchequer  would  re- 
ceive would  be  only  some  £500,000. 
Could  anybody  conceive  a  more  stupid 
proposal  than  to  tax  a  trade  with  a  turn- 
over of  £90,000,000  or  £100,000,000  a 
year  io  order  to  bring  in  £500,000  to  the 
Exchequer  ?  The  inevitable  result  would 
be  that  no  spinner  would  use  cotton 
coming  from  India  or  the  Colonies.  He 
would  get  all  his  cotton  from  foreign 
countries  in  order  to  get  back  the  whole 
benefit  therefrom  of  the  drawback. 
That  had  been  the  effect,  so  he  had  been 
informed,  of  the  corn  duties  which  were 
recently  imposed,  and  which  were  taken 
off  last  year.  He  had  been  told  that  the 
effect  among  the  millers  of  Liverpool  had 
been  to  increase  the  use  Of  foreign  corn, 
and  to  decrease  the  use  of  home  corn,  and 
the  effect  would  certainly  ba  the  same 
with  r^ard  to  cotton.  He  did  not  sug- 
gest for  a  moment  that  every  trade  would 
be  affected  so  strongly  as  the  cotton 
trade,  but  every  trade  would  be  affected, 
and  it  was  only  a  matter  of  degree.  The 
exported  manufactured  goods  of  this 
country  as  a  whole  were  much  greater 
than  the  imported  goods,  and  the  prin- 
ciple applicable  to  the  cotton  trade 
applied  to  trade  as  a  whole.  It  was  a 
mistake  and  a  delusion  to  suppose  that 
even  if  trade  as  a  whole  benefitwi  by  this 
new  policy,  every  trade  would. 
It  was  assumed  that  some  trades  might 
benefit  without  hurting  others;  he  did  not 
agree  with  that  assumption.  He  believed 
that  some  would  benefit  and  some  would 
not.  Injury  must  result  to  the  cotton 
trade  if  tariffs  were  imposed  for  it 
depended  not  on  the  home  but 
foreign  markets  in  which  it  could  not 
raise  its  price  in  consequence  <A  the  in- 
creased cost  of  manufacture.  Therefcffe, 
if  tbe  cost  of  the  food  and  the  wages  of 
the  operatives  were  raised,  a  disaster 
would  overtake  the  cotton  trade  which 
was  so  vast  an  industry  that  any  disaster 
happening  to  it  would  be  a  national 
calamity. 

Turning  to  the  general  question,  he 
was  lost  in  astonishment  at ,  the,  fact 
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that  these  new  proposals  had  been  so 
suddenly  sprung  upon  the  country. 
He  did  not  allude  to  what  the  pro- 
tagonists of  this  policy  said  in  1885, 
but  in  1885  every  tf^mptom  now 
complained  of  was  apparent  and  he 
would  say  that  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  protection  then  and  were  in  favour  of 
protection  now  were  greater  statesmen  by 
far  than  those  who  had  become  protec- 
tionist so  recently.  In  June,  1900,  the 
right  hon.  Membw  for  West  Birmingham 
said — 

**  TTie  prosperity  of  tiie  country  during  the 
last  five  years  hu  been  beyond  record.  Nerer 
before  baa  labour  been  ao  well  employed  ot  bo 
well  remonerated." 

On  the  24th  of  October  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  said — 

"  la  it  too  much  to  say  that  in  these  last 
twelve  months  the  Empire  has  been  bom 
anew." 

And  again  on  lOihMay,  1901,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said — 

"Do  notletosex^gmte.  Wheneroy  nenny 
of  the  new  taxation  has  been  paid,  the  United 
KioAdom  vill  still  be,  in  proportion,  the  most 
Ugh^  taxed  nation  In  Eorope." 

First  of  all  they  had  those  state- 
ments on  the  authority  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
Three  years  afterwards,  they  were 
told  the  Empire  was  in  danger  by  the 
same  gentleman,  who,  in  a  speech  at 
Lwds,  said  as  regards  the  progress  of  the 
country — 

*'  Speaking  generally,  I  say  that  it  is  true 
that  in  the  comparative  wealth  of  the  country, 
in  the  rate  of  wages,  and  in  the.  condition  of 
pauperism,  th^  (the  protected  nations)  have 
made  more  progress  than  we  have.  Taking 
these  protected  nations  as  a  whole — they  com- 
prise every  nation  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  the  Colonies,  and  many  other  countriea  — 
you  win  find  that  statement  absolntely  cor- 
rect" 

Inregard  to  that  Statement,  Mr.Bowley, 

the  well-known  statistician,  challenged 
the  Tariff  Reform  League  to  produce 
satisfactory  evidence  for  that  statement, 
and  said  that  as  a  preliminary  he  would 
ask  for— 

"  The  evidence  for  any  two  countries,  as  I 
{greatly  doubt  the  existence  of  sufficient  statis- 
tics of  wages  and  pauperism  for  the  last  twenty 
years  in  aiqr  oonntries,  except  perhaps  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  United  States  of  America, 
Wance,  Germany,  and  New  Soutii  Wales." 

The  Tariff  Reform  League,  had  taken 
the  challenge  of  Mr.  Bowlcy  lying  down ; 
Mr.  EmrrM, 
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they  did  not  reply  to  it  for  the  simple 
reason,  he  supposed,  that  they  could  not. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  statement 
which  had  just  been  made  by  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  Board  oi  Trade  would  aSect 
the  situation  materially.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  it  perfectly  clear 
that,  so  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  advocate  retaliation  from  a 
protectionist  point  of  view,  and  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentlonan  had  spoken  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.  The  question  he  (Mr. 
Emmott)  desired  to  ask,  and  it  was  one 
which  was  germane  to  the  ccnsideraticn  of 
the  subject,  was  this.  Nothing  more  had 
been  heard  than  the  fact  that  a  second 
pamphlet  had  been  handed  to  t^e 
Cabinet  by  the  Prime  Minister,  which 
directly  recommended  the  taxation  of  food, 
and  what  he  desired  to  know  was,  how 
the  taxation  of  food  now  stood  in  the 
Government  programme.  It  had  been 
denied  by  one  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
it  had  been  accepted  by  another,  and 
everyone  was  in  the  dark.  Testing  this 
question  from  the  standpoint  of  pro- 
tection versus  free  trade,  the  allegation 
was  made  that  protectionist  countries 
had  made  more  pr(^p«ss  than  we  in  the 
last  few  years.  My  first  point  is  one 
of  dynamics  not  statics.  It  was  said 
that  13,000,000  people  of  their 
country  were  on  the  verge  of  star- 
vation. In  order  to  arrive  at  that  figure, 
by  Mr.  Rowntree's  method,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  include  in  that  proportion 
the  three  classes  of  wage  earners.  A,  B, 
and  C.  Class  A  were  those  who  brought 
home  under  18s.  a  werk;  Class  B 
were  those  who  brought  home  from  IBs. 
to  21s.  a  week ;  and  Class  C  were 
those  who  had  from  21s.  to  30s.  a  week 
coming  into  their  house.  Let  them  com- 
pare those  statistics  with  those  of  Ger- 
many. They  had  no  accurate  figures  for 
any  part  of  Germany  except  Prussia, 
which,  however,  is  not  the  least  prosperous 
portion  of  the  German  Empire.  The 
Prussian  figures  showed  that  the  propor- 
tion of  households  where  £45  or  less  a  year 
(or  about  18s.  per  week)  was  brought  in, 
was  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
against  which  Mr.  Rowntree's  figures 
showed  30  per  cent,  up  to  30b.  per 
week.  Turning  to  the  dynamics 
of  the  question  ^the  ^^^^^^^^f^****^ 
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beyond  all  doubt  or  cavil  that 
the  increase  in  the  wages  in  this  country 
had  been  greater  than  either  in  France  or 
America.  He  would  leave  them  out. 
Comparing  England  with  Germany  he 
showed  them  whereas  in  England,  the 
wages  of  the  skilled  artisan  had  rissp 
from  298.  2d.  in  1886  to  36a.  in  1900,  or 
an  advance  of  6b.  lOd.,  in  Germany  the 
wages  had  risen  from  18s.  lOd.  in  1886 
to  228.  6d.  in  1900,  or  an  advance  of  38. 
8d.  Would  not  the  working  men  prefer 
an  advance  of  6s.  lOd,  on  a  wage  of  29s. 
to  an  advance  of  Ss.  8d.  on  a  wage  of 
18s.  lOd.  ?  Then  figures  with  regard  to 
the  prices  of  bread  and  meat  showed 
them  there  had  'been  an  enormous  de- 
crease in  the  prices  of  those  commodities 
iu  this  country  as  compared  with  Ger- 
many, so  that  not  only  in  money  wages 
hud  there  been  a  great  advance,  but  real 
wages  had  increased  even  out  of  propor- 
ti<m  to  the  advance  in  money  wages. 
He  also  applied  the  test  of  pauperism,  of 
the  inc<»ne-tax,  and  the  want  of  employ- 
ment ;  and  showed  that  conditions  in  pro- 
tected comitries  were  less  favourable  than 
in  Great  Britain.  In  Germany  the 
falling  oft  in  trade  had  been  so  great  that 
the  employment  of  male  adults  had 
decreased  between  June,  1900,  to  March, 
1901,  by  10  per  cent.  No  such  decrease 
had  taken  place  in  this  country,  although 
trade  was  much  worse'  than  it  was  three 
or  four  years  ago.  In  all  this  there  was 
evidence  of  a  greater  advance  in  this 
country  than  in  Germany. 

In  regard  to  the  increase  of  exports  a 
geneial  statement  had  been  made  that  pro- 
tectionist countries  were  increasing  t^ejr 
expoits  more  quickly  than  free-trade  coun- 
tries. He  challenged  that  statement,  and 
taking  the  cases  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria,  and  Sweden  and  Doimark,  he 
showed  that  the  free-trade  countries, 
or  countries  which  imposed  a  moderate 
tarifi,  had  made  greater  progress  than 
those  which  were  more  protectionist.  He 
applied  another  test.  He  divided  the 
nations  of  Europe  into  three  categories — 
those  which  were  free-trade  countries, 
as  England  and  Holland;  those  which 
were  moderately  protectionist,  as  Ger- 
many, Norway,  Belgium,  and  Switzer- 
land ;  and  those  which  were  highly 
protectionist,  as  France,  Spain,  Italy, 
Austria-Hungary,  and  Russia.  Taking 
figures  for  these  three  groups,  he  showed 


that  whereas  the  increase  of  exports  in 

the  first  group,  between  1892  and  1900, 
had  been  £128,000,000,  in  the  second 
group  the  increase  had  been  £114,000,000, 
and  in  the  highly  protectionist  countries 
it  had  been  only  £60,000,000.  These 
figures  showed  that  the  high  protectionist 
group  had  advanced  the  least  of  the  three, 
although  they  had  a  vastly  greater  popu- 
lation. Taking  the  imports,  he  said 
there  had  been  a  decided  advance  on 
imports,  both  of  the  free-trade  group 
and  the  moderately  protected  group, 
but  a  very  small  increase  in  the  highly 
protected  group. 

The  figures  showed  beyond  all  question 
that  if  they  wanted  to  increase  exports, 
they  must  at  the  same  time  increase 
imports.  That  stood  theoretically  and 
to  commonsense,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  figures  proved  it  practically.  Per 
head  of  the  population  in  the  frc-trade 
group  the  figures  were  in  1882,  £7 12s.  6d. ; 
and  for  1900,  £9  48.  6d.  For  the 
moderate  protection  group  in  1882, 
£4  lOs. ;  and  in  1900,  £5  Is.  For  the  high 
protection  group  in  1882,  £1  15s. ;  in 
1900,  £1  Us.  So  that  there  was  a  large 
increase  in  the  free-trade  group,  a 
moderate  increase  in  the  moderate  pro- 
tection group,  and  an  actual  decrease  in 
the  high  protection  group.  Those  figures 
disproved  the  ben^ts  of  protection,  at 
any  rate  of  high  protection  to  the  export 
trade.  He  must  say  in  regard  to  this 
matter  if  they  took  an  intermediate 
period,  from  1890  to  1900,  it  would  put  a 
somewhat  different  aspect  on  the  question. 
In  that  period  the  exports  from  the 
moderate  protection  group  advanced 
more  than  from  the  free-trade  group.  In 
that  moderate  protection  group  Germany 
was  the  greatest  factor,  and  in  the  free- 
trade  group  the  United  Kingdom  was  the 
greatest  factor  ;  and  it  was  perfectly  true 
that  the  German  exports  had  gone  ahead 
to  a  larger  extent  than  ours  had  done. 
Why  was  that?  During  the  last  ten 
years  Germany  had  had  a  lower  tariff  on 
food  products  than  in  the  preceding  ten 
years.  The  exports  from  (Jermany  in 
1890-4  amounted  to  £3  2s.  9d.  per 
head  of  the  population  ;  in  1895-9  they 
were  £3  10s,  7d.;  and  in  1900-2  they 
were  £4.  In  the  United  Kingdom  the 
exports  per  head  were  1890-4,  £628.  lid. ; 
1895-9,  £6  Os.  4d. ;  1900-2,  £6  138  6d., 
He  had  excluded  diips  from^ these  figures. 
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and  there  Was  nothing  alarming  abont 
them.    We  had  advanced  less  in  the 
earlier  period,  but  more  in  the  comparison 
between  1896-9  and  1900-2.  Thepointwas 
this :  that  both  countries  had  progressed, 
but  Grermany  a   little  more  than  the 
XJnited  Kingdom;  but  to  anyone  who 
said  that  this  was  caused  by  the  moderate 
protection  of  Qermany,  he  would  point  out 
that  in  the  same  period  Holland,  whidi 
was  practically   a   free-trade  country, 
advanced  more  than  Germany,  and  that 
Denmark  advanced  more  than  Sweden. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  per- 
fectly impossible  to  put  the  German 
advance  down  to  protection.   There  were 
many  other  reasons  which  mi^t  account 
fOT  that  advance.    There  was  the  policy 
of  cartels,  and  of  dumping;  there  was 
the  fact  that  Germany  had  a  better 
education  than  we  had,  and  although 
that  argument  had  been  sneered  at,  it 
was  of  the  utmost  importance,  for  an 
analysis  of  the   exports  of  Germany 
showed  that  the  increase  *was  in  those 
trades  generally  where  education  told. 
Then  there  was  the  cost  of  transport, 
about  which  Germany  had  done  so  much, 
and  we  so  little.    There  was  further  the 
commercial  energy  and  adaptability  of 
the  Germans  as  compared  with  Knglish- 
m^.    These  were  sufficient  reasons  to 
account  for  the  difierence  without  going 
to  the  question  of  protectitm ;  and  we 
could  imitate  Germany  in  these  three 
latter  directions.   It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  Germany  was  now  going  to 
raise  her  tariff,  and  that  would  increase 
the  cost  of  her  food.   Under  her  new 
tariff  he  therefore  did  not  dread  the  com- 
petition of  Germany  as  much  as  before. 
In  his  opinion  the  whole  protectionist 
argument  wouhi  fall  if  it  were  not  for 
Gomany.   It  was   absolutely  contra- 
dicted by  the  experience  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  in  the  face  of  the  waste  and 
friction  which  would  follow  any  chunge 
would  it  not  be  folly  to  alter  our  fiscal 
plans  1    Especially  was  this  the  case, 
because  if  we  were  to  imitate  Germany 
we  should  have  to  tinker  with  the  tarifi 
every    few  years,  and  he  asked  any 
Member  of  Parliament  what  time  there 
would  then  be  for  this  House  to  deal 
with  other  affairs. 

He  had  tried  to  meet  the  case  for  pro- 
tection fairly  and  squarely,  not  by  wise 
saws  or  musty  shibboleths,  but  by  modern 
Mr.  Emnwtt. 


instances  and  concrete  facts.  He  should 

leave  this  question  uncompleted  if  he  did 
not  refer  to  the  dynamics  of  protection 
which  had  an  important  bearing  on  the 
question.    The  Prime  Minister  had  told 
them  in  his  pamphlet  that  Germany^ 
America,  and  F^ncehad  shown  "  no  sign 
of  any  wish  to  relax  their  system."  For 
the  moment  he  admitted  that  that  was 
correct;  but  how  about  the  future?  Did 
we  not  often  mistake  tendencies  as  con- 
tinuing tendencies  when  they  had  reached 
their  climax  ?    He  ventured  to  give  the 
simile  su^ested  to  him  by  the  recent 
extraordinary  speculations  in  cotton.  A 
week  ago  the  price  of  cotton  had  reached 
its  highest,  and  the  tendency  to  increase 
looked  like  continuing,  but  to^y  the 
markets  were  lower.   So,  he  maintained, 
that  when  the  protectionist  tendency  was 
looking  the  strongest  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  a  change  was  comii^.  He 
would  give  his  reason  for  thinking  so. 
The  real  question  which  every  ration 
had  to  solve  was :  what  is  their  ideal  ? 
Was  it  to  be  a  self -sustained  kingdom  or 
empire,  or  was  it  to  increase  the  foreign 
export  trade  ?     In  the  extraordinary 
jumble  of  reasons  given  to  the  country 
for  protection  last  autumn  and  winter, 
these  two  ideas  had  been  both  put  for- 
ward and  inextricably  confused.  But 
they  were  antagonistic  and  distinct  from 
each  other.   There  were  some  natiMW 
which    showed    conmderable  muddle- 
headeduess  in  mixing  the  idea  of  being 
self-contained   and   the  glory    of  an 
increase  of  foreign   exports.   If  they 
wanted  self-sustenance  they  must  regret 
foreign  exports ;  if  they  wanted  to  sell 
to  another  nation,  they  must  buy  from 
it.   Any  other  theory  would  land  them 
in  the  hopeless  quagmire  of  the  old  mer- 
cantile theory.   U  they  went  in  for  self- 
sustenance  they  must  impose  high  duties, 
and  if  for  foreign  exports  they  must 
impose    low  duties.     When  Germany 
raised  her  tariff  it  was  done  at  the  behest 
of  the  agrarians.   He  a^ed  would  it 
last  ?  At  any  rate  there  was  very  grave 
doubt  abont  it.    Count  Caprivi  war 
congratulated  by  the  German  Emperor 
as  the  saviour  of  his  country  iu  1891 
when  he  reduced  the  price  of  food.  He 
believed  that  Germany  was  more  likely 
to  retrace  its  steps  than  to  go  on  with 
the  present  system.   The  Gwman  ideal 
was  a  foreign  export  trade;  but  she  could 
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not  increase  that  by  unduly  inoreasing 
her  tariff.  The  ideal  of  France  was  to  be 
a  8eli*oontaiiiiag  empire,  and  she  had 
the  means  for  that  wule  her  population 
was  not  prc^^Bsive.   The  idaiJ  of  the 
United  States  seemed  to  be  zatiher  an 
increase  of  foreign  exports  than  a  self- 
sostaining     empire.     Mr.  Schwab's 
ludicrous  boast  about  never  blowing  out 
a   single   blast   furnace   for  pig-iron 
in  the  United  States  had  been  falsified, 
and  the  production  of  pig-iron  in  that 
country  was  little  more  utan  50  per  cent, 
of  what  it  was  twelve  months  ago.  II 
the  tendency  in  the  three  proteotdonist 
commercial  nations  was  not  to  increase, 
but  to  lower  tarifis,  would  it  not  be  well 
for  us  to  wait  and  see  what  was  to  happen. 
Were  we  sure  that  we  were  not  better  off 
with  our  elastic  system,  with  many  small 
trades,  rather  than  dependent  upon  two 
or  three  great  trades  %    The  magnificent 
edifice  of  British  commerce  founded  on 
tiie  rook  of  free  competition  had  with- 
stood the  storms  of  fifty  years,  and  still 
towered  above  that  of  all  other  countries, 
and  was  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the 
woild.   It  was  better  fitted  to  meet  the 
winds  of  hostile  tarifis,  because  its  master- 
builders  had  so  fashioned  it  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  stately  halls  of  greater  trades, 
there  were  endless  small«  rooms  devoted 
to  minor  industries.  He  wished  to  say 
that  while  we  ought  to  watch  and  be 
careful  of  our  woollen,'"cotton,  and  iron 
trades,  he  was  not  inclined  to  sneer  at 
the  fact  that  we  were  successful  in  the 
manufacture     jams  and  pickles.  What 
was  our  ideal  ?  A  self-sustainmg  empire 
or  an  increase  in  our  foreign  exports  ? 
Sometimes  they  were  told  (me  thing,  and 
sometimes  the  other.   Our  ideal  had 
been  free  trade  in  every  portion  of  the 
Empire  which  we  ourselves  controlled; 
free  imports  to  our  self-governing  colonies, 
and  to  foreign  nations  also,  not  for  their 
benefit,  but  because  that  by  this  policy 
we  did  bettnr  for  ourselves.   He  thought 
it  would  be  a  sorry  day  if  we  threw  our 
weight  on  the  side  oE  protection.    As  it 
was  the  scales  were  comparatively  evenly 
balanced,  and  our  example  might  alter 
enormously   the  dynamics ;    it  might 
inevitably  t«nd  to  tie  further  closing  of 
foreign  markets.     On  the  other  hand 
patience  and  well-doing  in  the  policy 
under  which  we  had  become  the  most 
prosperous  nation  of  Europe  would  mean, 


he  believed,  that  before  long  the  lessening 
of  protective  tarifis  now  raised  against  us 
would  leave  us  the  ultimate  command  of 
the  neutral  markets  of  the  world.  There- 
fore, in  the  interests  of  the  country  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  of  the  Empire 
which  he  loved,  he  should  vote  with 
heart  and  soul  for  the  Amendment  of  his 
right  hon.  friend. 


Sip  M.  hicks  BEACH  (Bristol.  W.) : 
The  subject  before  the  House  is  so  large, 
and  its  scope  so  wide,  that  I  think  we 
must  all  feel  that  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  deal  with  it  fully  in  tiie 
course  of  a  single  debate,  and,  therefore, 
I  cannot  but  express  a  feeling  of  regret 
that,  while  it  was  yet  new  in  tiie  minds 
of  our  countrymen,  this  House  could  not 
have  been  afiorded  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  it.   I  think  in  tiiose  days  ve 
might  have  been  able  to  deal  with  it 
without  an  absolutely  Party  bias,  which 
perhaps  now  has  become  absolutely  iropo»* 
sible,  and  I  feel  that  all  the  more  because, 
although    the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Montrose  took,  I  think,  much  the  same 
view  that  I  do,  that  it  ought  to  be  pos- 
sible to  dissociate  it  from  Party  feeling, 
yet  in  die  very  form  of  his  Amendment 
he  has  compel Wl  us  to  consider  it  in  con- 
nection with  the  Party  to  nich  webelong. 
This  subject  has  nothing  to  do  necessarily 
with  the  Address   in  Answer  to  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  There 
is  no  mention  of  it  in  the  Gracious  Speech, 
and  surely  those  who  most  desire  that 
our  present  fiscal  policy  dkould  c(mtmae 
will  not  complain   of  that  omission. 
There  is  nothing,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
in  the  Question  which  will  impair  "  our 
efiective  deliberation  on  the  financial 
service  of  the  year."    Nobody  supposes 
that)  assuming  this  Parliament  continues 
in  existence,  the  finance  of  the  year  will 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  new  fiscal 
policy.   I  notice  that,  although  I  suppose 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  author  of 
the  pltfase  I  have  quoted,  he  did  not  at- 
tempt to  justify  the  inclusion  of  it  in  hia 
Amendment.   No,  Sir,  I  do  not  under- 
stand why  the   right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  not  accept  the  invitation  of  \h» 
Home  Secretary  and  delay  the  discussion 
of  the  question  until  the  Prime  Minister, 
whose  abeeuce  eveiy  man  in  tJie  House 
regrets,  was  able  to  speak  on  it  in  behalf 
of  the  Government,  and  jnntil  the  i  right 
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hen.  Gentleman  and  those  who  agree  with 
him  conld  obtain  the  imbiased  opinion  of 
the  House  upon  the  Motion  itself  without 
any  refer^ce  to  the  Party  to  which  we 
may  belong.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  chosen  another  course.   Last  yeu: 
the  Opposition,  though  invited,  wisely, 
as  I  tMnk,  refrained  from  bringing  for- 
ward this  question  in  connection  with  a 
vote  of  censure   on  the  Government. 
Why  have  they  adopted  a  different  course 
now  ?    I  do  not  think  that  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  is  quite  the  same 
thing  as  a  vote  of  censure,  but  practically 
it  is,  if  carried,  an  expression  of  no  con- 
fidence in  the  Government  of  the  day, 
and  would,  according  to   our  ancient 
custom,  practically  involve  a  change  of 
Government.    There  may  be  this  reason. 
Since  we  met  last  session  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  declared  their  policy 
upon  the  fiscal  question.  The  Opposition 
may  disapprove  of  that  policy,  or  they 
may  disapprove  also  of  the  position 
which,  in  their  opinion,  His  Maje8ty*8 
Government  may  have  seemed  to  take  up 
with  regard  to — what  shall  I  say  ? — the 
mission  which  has  been  undertaken  in 
the  country  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  of  West  Birmingham.   Now,  I 
differ  widely  in   this  matter,  and,  so 
far  as  I  know,  in  this  matter  only, 
frran  my  right  hon.  friend.   We  regret 
the  necessity  of  his  absence  from  this 
debate,  but  in  his  absence  I  may  safely 
Bay   that   there   is   no   one   in  this 
country,  who  through  his  ability,  his 
eloquence,  his  ene^^,  and  his  service  to 
the  State,  has  more  won  the  confidence 
of  his  countrymen  than  my  right  hon. 
friend. 

I  think  I   shall  not  be  wrong  in 
assuming  that  the  determination  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  insist 
on  bringing  forward  this  matter  in  the 
manner  to  which  I  have  ventured  to  take 
exception  is  due  to  the  cause  to  which 
I  have  alluded.    [An  Hon.  Mbmbbb  on 
the  Opposition  Bknoh:  What  cause!] 
First  it  is  their  objection  to  his  policy ;  : 
and,  secondly,  the  manner  in  which,  in  ' 
their  minds.  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  associated  themselves  with  the  mis-  i 
sion  of  my  right  hon.  friend.   On  the  j 
opening  day  of  the  sessiim,  the  Leader  of  '. 
the  Opposition  said  that  in  his  opinion  ^ 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  this  \ 
matter  had  been  the  greatest  imposture  i 

Sir  M.  Hieks  Bearh. 


1 1  that  had  ever  been  foisted  upon  the 
I  country  and  upon  Parliament.    I  wish 
he  had  reserved  those  words  until  the 
1  Prime  Minister,  to  whom,  of  course,  they 
t  mainly  r^erred,  had  been  in  his  place. 
-  But  I  will  try  as  an  independent  Member, 
perhaps,  sitting  where  I  do,  more  biased 
in  favour  of  the  Government  of  the  day 
than  tie  right  hon.  Gentleman,  to  place 
before  the  House  what  I  think  is  a  fairer 
interpretation  of  the  conduct  of  my  right 
hon.  friend.    Sir,  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Prime  Minister  has  not  concealed  tiie 
fact  that  personally  he  is  in  some  sym- 
pathy with  the  policy  of  colonial  prefer- 
ence.   I  r^ret  that  view,  but  we  are  al' 
entitled  to  our  individual  opinion.  But 
my  right  hon.  friend  has  recognised  his 
responsible  position,  as  Prime  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  for  the  welfare  of  the  Empire, 
and,  as  Leader  of  one  of  the  two  great 
Parties  in  the  State,  for  the  unity  of  the 
Party  which  he  leads.   My  right  hon. 
friend  has  recognised   the   limits  and 
established  the  limits  within  which  he 
considers  the  policy  of  his  Government 
ought  wisely  aud  properly  to  be  confined. 
He  has  stated,  I  think  plainly,  to  the 
country  what  that  policy  is  very  pos- 
sibly at  some  sacrifice  of  his  own  opinion. 
He  has  been  rewuded  by  calumny  and 
by  innuendoes  to  the  effect  that  he  has 
abdicated  in  favour  of  my  right  hoD. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
and  that  he  is  a  mere  tool  of  my  right 
hon.  friend.    That  has  been  said  all  over 
the  country.   And  that  is  his  rewud. 
Now,  in  my  humble  opinion,  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  taken  a  course  in  tibis 
matter  worthy  <A  his  high  position,  and 
if  he  has  saorified  his  own  opinions  in 
any  degree  for  the  sake  of  Party  unity, 
why.  Sir,  I  can  remember  any  time 
within  the  last  ten  years  that  influential 
writers  and  speakers  on  the  Opposition 
side  have  begged  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
and  noble  Lords  on  their  side  to  do  tiie 
same  in  the  interests  of  the  Parl^  to 
which  they  belong.   That  has  been  the 
position  taken  up  by  my  right  hon. 
friend. 

But  there  are  words  in  this  Amend- 
ment as  to  "  conflicting  declarations 
from  His  Majesty's  Ministers,"  and 
I  feel  there  is  some  justification  for  those 
words.  I  have  seen  with  regret  during 
the  last  few  months  that  members  of  the 
Government,   finding  ^ 
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speak,  and  in  some  cases  to  speak  often 
an  this  subject,  have  not  taken  the  couise 
which  tiieii  chief  has  taken,  of  explaining 
their  policy  and  justifying  it  from  both 
sides,  but  have  gone  on  to  declare  them- 
selves admirers,  if  not  followers,  of  the 
policy  of  my  right  hon,  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham.  I  think  that 
was  unfortunate ;  I  think  it  was  hardly  fair 
to  tJie  chief  under  whom  they  serve.  I 
think  it  would  have  been  better  perhaps 
if  those  who  deemed  it  necessary  toexpress 
such  opinions  had  taken  the  manly  and 
straightforward  course  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
and  gone  out  into  the  wilderness  to 
pieadt  the  new  fiscal  gospel.  But  I  do 
not  apply  any  language  of  that  sort  to 
the  speech  which  we  have  listened  to  to- 
night. We  could  all  have  preferred  that 
in  answer  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Montrose  the  Prime  Minister  himself 
should  have  stated  and  explained  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  That  could 
not  be.  It  is  no  fault  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  but,  in  his  absence,  that  duty 
was  undertaken,  no  doubt  at  the  request 
43t  bis  colleagues,  by  the  Minister  who  is 
in  very  close  relation  with  the  Prime 
Minister,  aad  probably  knows  everything 
in  his  mind,  and  who  himself  represents 
that  Department  of  the  State  which  is 
charged  with  these  particular  affairs. 
I  heard  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  the 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  friend.  What 
does  my  right  hon.  friend  say  1  First  of 
all,  he  put  aside  that  peculiar  notion 
which,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  really  not 
been  spread  abroad  by  anyooein  authority, 
that  this  country  is  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 
Secondly,  he  reiterated  the  declaration 
already  plainly  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  at  Sheffield,  that  taxes  on  food 
are  not  included  in  the  policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  Thirdly,  he 
stated  that  tiie  duty  averaging  10  per 
«ent.  on  manufactured  and  partly  manu- 
factured goods  is  also  excluded  from  that 
policy,  that  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Oovemment  is  only  the  policy  of  retalia- 
tion, and  that  the  issue  at  the  next  general 
election,  whenever  it  may  come,  will  only 
be  that  policy,  and  that  the  result  of 
that  general  election,  if  it  should  be 
favourable  to  His  Majesty's  Government, 
would  not  entitle  it  to  carry  out  the 
policy  of  colonial  preference.  My  right 
hon.  friend  clinched  the  matter  by  de- 


claring himself  opposed  to  protection,  no 
doubt  on  behalf  of  the  Government.  He 
stated  that  in  his  opinion  protection  was 
not  a  wise  policy,  and  he  explained  that 
by  protection  he  meant  the  imposition  of 
a  tax  on  the  ocmsumw  for  the  ben  efit  of  the 
producer. 

Now,  I  would  appeal  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Montrose  Burghs 
what  his  object  is  in  defflring  to  censure 
the  Government.  To  me,  at  any  rate, 
who  am  a  supporter  of  the  Govon- 
ment,  the  declaration  that  we  have 
heard  to-night  is  completely  satis- 
factory. Of  course,  it  is  possible  that 
hon.  Members  opposite  may  consider  that 
they  see  the  cloven  hoof  of  protection  in 
the  policy  of  retaliation.  If  that  be  so, 
no  doubt  they  will  persevere  with  their 
Amendment,  and  it  would  be  perfeotly 
fair  of  them  to  do  so;  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  it  is  not  an  issue  which  will 
meet  with  the  acceptance  of  the  House 
or  of  the  country.  I  was  glad  to  hear 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  express 
hisagreement  with  the  Dukeof  Devonshire 
in  a  view  which  I  have  always  personally 
taken  from  the  day  on  which  I  read  the 
speech  of  thePrime  Minister  at  Sheffield — 
namely,  that  thepolicy  of  retaliation  isnot 
a  step  towards  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham,  but 
is  absolutely  opposed  to  it.  In  the 
course  of  his  speech  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Montrose  Burghs 
quoted  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
my  noble  friend  explained  what  he 
meant  by  his  words.  I  think  that  the 
House  quite  understood.  I  think  that 
the  object  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  object  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  were  at  the  com- 
mencement the  same.  I  believe  the 
object  of  bol^  of  them  was  to  increase 
GUI  export  trade,  and  a  very  good  object 
too. 

But  the  methods,  as  my  noble 
friend  said,  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  adopted  with  that  view  and 
the  methods  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  ex-Colonial  Secretary  are  different. 
The  method  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
is  the  method  of  retaliation.  What  Uiey 
want  is  to  get  as  much  as  they  can  of 
our  manufactured  goods  into  foreign 
countries.  They  propose  to  negotia^ 
with  foreign  countries,  and,  if  negotiation 
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cannot  be  carried  to  a  satisfactory  result, 
to  threaten  them,  and  if  necessary  tc  im- 
pose retaliatory  duties  against  the  goodB 
of  these  foreign  countries  in  order  to 
eSect  their  object ;  and  when  that  object 
is  effected  these  duties  will  come  oS. 
But  the  method  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  is  a 
different  one.  What  my  right  hon. 
friend  proposes  is,  first,  colonial  prefer- 
ence, or,  in  other  words,  the  icnposition 
of  duties  in  this  country  upon  the  foreign 
goods  which  we  most  require ;  and, 
secondly,  a  general  tariff  upon  manu- 
factuted  or  paitly-manufactnied  goods 
averaging  10  per  cent,  coming  from  all 
countries,  whether  protective  or  not,  and 
of  course  to  be  permanently  maintained. 
That  is  a  totally  different  method  from 
the  method  of  the  Prime  Minister.  With 
regard  to  the  policy  of  retaliation — is 
that  policy  necessary  or  not  ?  What  is 
the  grievance  ?  I  was  glad  to  hear  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  moving  his 
Amendment  admitted  that  the  state  of 
of  our  industries  was  not  all  we  could 
desire.  [Mr.  John  Morlet  :  Hear,  hear.] 
Surely  it  will  be  agreed  by  all  of  us  that 
foreign  protective  tariffs  have  injured^ 
and  in  some  cases  seriously  injured,  our 
trade,  not  only  in  our  export  trade  but 
in  our  home  markets.  Surely  it  will  be 
agreed  by  all  of  us  that  if  we  can  induce 
foreign  countries  to  lower  those  tariffs 
we  shall  be  acting  in  the  real  interest  of 
freer  trade,  and  conferring  a  benefit  on 
the  world.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  be 
denied  by  anyone  that  if  we  could  do 
this,  as  was  done  in  the  Cobden  treaty, 
by  lowering  our  duties  here  that  policy 
would  be  one  which  would  be  support^ 
by  the  House  and  the  country.  I  am 
not  sure  that  by  some  process  of  lower- 
ing or  readjustment  of  our  present  duties, 
such  as  those,  for  example,  on  wines  and 
spirits,  something  of  this  kind  might  not 
even  now  be  done.  But  of  course  the 
question  really  is  whether  you  should 
raise  or  impose  duties  in  order  to  carry 
out  this  policy.  Well,  that  is  a  question 
of  the  balance  of  advantage  and  dis- 
advantage. I  can  couoeive  cases  in 
which  it  would  be  absurd  to  undertake 
such  a  policy ;  I  can  conceive  other 
cases,  and  not  a  few,  when  the  advantages 
of  the  policy  would  be  greater  than  its 
possible  disadvantages.  What  has  the 
Prime  Minister  said?  He  has  said 
Sir  M.  Su^s  BeaeK 


that  he  does  not  contemplate  storing 
into  a  general  tariff  war  or  adopting  the 
foreign  system  of  maximum  and  minimum 
tariffs.  He  has  said  that  we  migKt  tell 
any  foreign  country  which  we  thought 
Whs  treating  us  with  outrageous  unfair- 
ness that  unless  they  modified  their 
tariff  to  onr  advanti^  we  should  feel 
oureelves  compelled  to  take  some  steps 
with  r^ard  to  their  exports  to  na  which 
they  would  not  like,  provided  that  we 
could  do  it  without  disadvantage  to  our- 
selves. Well,  is  not  that  a  reasonable 
policy  ? 

BfB.  JOHN  UORLEY :  What  steps  ? 
The  whole  point  is,  what  steps  I 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  What  steps  t 

Is  it  not  clear,  Sir,  that  aa  His  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  contemplate  what 
may  be  called  dealing  with  this  matter 
by  a  general  tariff,  but  dealing  with  it 
in  individual  instances,  it  is  impoamble 
for  them  to  state  precisely  beforehand 
the  particular  steps  which  they  would 
have  to  take  ?  Would  you  ask  a  dootOT 
to  write  out  the  same  prescription  for  all 
his  patients  ?  I  have  no  doubt  that  we 
shall  have,  before  the  country  is  asked 
to  pronounce  on  this  matter,  some  clearer 
statement  than  we  have  yet  received  as 
to  the  particular  steps  that  migbt  be 
taken ;  but  I  wish  the  House  to  note  on 
this  point  that  to-night  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  distinctly  recognised  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  taking  such  steps  withregard 
to  those  imports  of  food  and  raw  material 
the  cheapness  and  abundance  of  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  country,  and  that,  further^  he  dis- 
tinctly stated,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  they  do  not  contemplate 
taking  action  in  this  matter  by  the  im- 
position of  retaliatory  duties  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament.  Those  are 
statements  which  to  my  mind  are  ex- 
tremely satisfactory,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  we  could  fairly  ask  His  Majesty's 
Government  at  the  present  time  to  go 
beyond  them. 

Well,  but  I  would  appeal  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
Burghs  himself.  I  was  glad  to  hear 
that  he  said  that  if  a  case  of  outrageous 
unfairness  on  the  part  of  any  foreign 
country  against  us  cojild  be  addooedt 
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and  Parliament  wete  satisfied  of  three 
things  (1)  of  the  fact,  (2)  that  reprisals 
woiUd  stop  it.  (3)  that  those  reprisals 
would  not  do  ns  more  harm  than  good 
then  he  practically  pledged  that  side  of 
the  House — [Hon.  Members  :  No,  no! 
—he  practically  pledged  that  side  of 
the  Hoose  to  support  His  Majesty's 
Government  on  such  an  occasion.   I  am 
glad  to  note  that  as  a  distinct  advance 
towards  the  policy  of  the  Qovernment. 
There  was  a  case  not  very  long  ago  of 
outrageous  unfairness  in  the  case  of  the 
action  of  foreign  countries  with  regard  to 
bounties  on  sugar  and  the  mode  in  which 
those  bounties  and  protective  duties  were 
utilised — outrageous  unfairness  to  the 
sugar  producers  in  our  Colonies  and  to 
the  sugar  refiners  in  this  country.  That 
was  the  fact.  Reprisals  were  suggested, 
not  by  us,  but  by  other  countries,  as  the 
means  by  which  that  unfairness  might  be 
stopped — reprisals  in  the  shape  of  a  pro- 
hibitcny  duty  upon  all  bounty-fed  sugar 
impwted  into  any  country  signing  the 
ccmvention.   I  think  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  that  policy  has  not  done  this  coun- 
try more  harm  than  good.  [Mr.  Louoh 
(Islington,  W.) :  Great  harm.]  Well,  I 
wait  for  proof  of  that  statement.    I  do 
not  believe  that  proof  can  be  given,  at 
any  rate  it  was  not  given  last  year.  But 
practically   all  the  Opposition  voted 
against  tiie  Sugar  Convention.   I  con- 
gratulate the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  on 
his  advance.  Of  course  I  can  understand 
tlut  the  view  of  the  right  h<m.  Qentie- 
man  may  be  that  retaliatory  duties  if 
imposed  must  necessarily  remain  and 
become  protective.   Well,  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  fact,  and  I  will  again  refer  to 
sugar  to  show  why.   What  was  the  case 
with  r^axd  to  the   confectionery  and 
jam-making  trades  in  England  I  They 
were  practically  btfonty-fed,  because, 
throu^  the  operation  of  foreign  bounties 
on  sugar,  they  were  accustomed  to  get, 
and  they  were  nourished  by  getting, 
their  sugar  cheaper  than  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction.   It  is  the  same  thing  as 
protection. 

A  couple  of  years  ago  the  Qovern- 
ment <rf  the  day,  anxious,  I  think, 
to  promote  the  true  interests  of  free  trade 
— that  is  to  say,  to  promote  the  natural 
course  of  trade — agreed  to  the  Sugar 
Convention.  These  trades  protested. 
They  sud  they  would  be  ruined. 
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They  have  not  been  ruined  yet.  But 
the  sugar  bounties  were  abolished  in 

face  of  their  protest,  and,  therefore,  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  single  interest, 
if  temporarily  protected  by  a  duty 
imposed  for  the  purpose  of  retaliation, 
would  prevent  its  repeal  in  the  intwest 
of  freer  trade.  Some  say  that  the  policy 
of  retaliation  is  impracticable — that  it 
is  doomed  to  fail,  because  in  certain 
other  tariff  ware  it  has  not  succeeded. 
I  attach  the  greatest  importance  to  this 
fact,  which  came  before  my  notice  most 
plainly  in  the  negotiations  witii  regard 
to  the  Sugar  Convention  —  that  all 
European  countiies  attach  enormous  im- 

Fortance  to  admission  to  our  markets, 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  if 
they  entertained  any  real  fear  of  ezda- 
sion  frcnn  our  market,  their  temper 
towards  us  in  tariff  negotiations  would 
be  much  more  agreeable  than  it  has  been 
under  the  present  conditions;  and  in 
those  negotiations  we  should  be  backed 
up  by  what  I  believe  to  be  an  increasing 
feeling  and  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
consumers  abroad  of  the  enormous  mis- 
chief that  these  protective  tariffs  and 
bounties  do.  That  was  perfectly  clear 
in  all  that  happened  with  regard  to  the 
conference  which  arrived  at  the  Sugar 
Convention,  because  the  real  motive 
power  in  that  convention  was  the  disgust 
of  the  taxpayers  and  the  consumers 
in  France  and  Germany  at  what  they 
had  to  pay  to  the  sugar  refiners 
and  others  en^^^ed  in  tiie  sugar 
trade.  I  want  tiiis  policy  to  be  tned. 
I  believe  it  is  in  the  interests  of  free 
trade  that  it  should  be  tried,  and  I  am 
glad  that  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
announced  their  intention  of  trying  it. 
One  thing  only  I  would  say — I  should 
like  them  to  try  it  at  once.  The  prin- 
ciple of  it  was  tried  in  tiie  Sugar  Conven- 
tion, and  I  venture  to  say  that  it  has 
been  assented  to  in  that  Ccmvention  by 
this  House  and  by  the  country.  I  do 
not  quite  see  why  we  should  wait  for  the 
general  election  to  try  it  in  another 
instance.  I  fancy  th^  are  negotiations 
now  going  on  with  certain  foreign 
CGuntries  with  regard  to  commercial 
treaties,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentiemen 
on  that  Bench  will  only  put  their  foot 
down  ^in  this  matter  and  will  deal  with 
thMe^negotiations  on  ^sudi^^g^p^^ 
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tbeyk^iU  have  no  warmer  supportez  in 
tlu8  Hotue  than  myself. 

There  is  one  thing  I  should  say, 
however,  that  you  must  diBsooiate  this 
matter  from  question  of  colonial 
preference.  In  my  belief  the  two 
things,  under  certain  circumstanceB 
at  any  rate,  would  be  found  in- 
compatible. What  is  the  principle  of 
retaliation?  Sorely,  that  you  should 
treat  other  countries  as  diey  treat  you. 
What  is  the  principle  of  colonial  prefer- 
ence 1  Surely,  Ukat  yon  should  treat  a 
colony  better  than  any  other  country, 
because  it  is  part  of  the  Empire.  How 
are  you  to  work  the  two  things  together  ? 
Now  let^us  see.  Suppose  28.  a  quarter 
were  imposed  npon  all  corn  coming  from 
the  United  States,  and  Canada  was  ex- 
empted from  that  duty.  Suppose  the 
result  was  what  those  who  would  promote 
colonial  preference  desire — that  a  great 
deal  of  our  com  supply  were  to  come 
frtnn  Canada  instead  of  from  the  United 
States,  and  suppose  that  the  corn  growers 
in]  the  United  States  induced  their 
Qovemment  to  propose  to  this  Qovem- 
ment  that  if  they  would  remit  the  2b.  duty 
on  United  States  corn  they,  the  United 
States,  would  remit  certain  of  their  pro- 
tective duties  which  pressed  most  hardly 
upon  our  manufactmred  goods,  and  the 
remission  of  which  would  do  enormous 
benefit  to  the  trade  and  oonuuerce  of  this 
country.  What  must  the  answer  be 
under  colonial  preference  ?  Surely  this, 
"  Our  word  is  pledged  to  Canada ;  we 
cannot  remit  the  duty."  Yet  the  ofiEer 
from  America  might  be  infinitely  more 
valuable  to  our  trade  and  industries  here 
than  anything  that  Canada  had  given  in 
return  for  prdezenoe  or  could  possibly 
give.  Would  not  that  be  a  dangerous 
limitation  to  the  freedom  of  bargaining 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  desire 
to  resume  with  reference  to  this  matter  1 
Would  it  not  excite  bitter  feelings  in 
this  oountay  aa  the  part  of  those 
interested,  whether  as  employers  or 
workmen,  in  the  industries  which  mi^ht 
be  oiormoudy  benefited  by  the  reniission 
o!  these  United  States  duties.  Would 
that  tend  towards  the  unity  of  the 
Empire  t  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  found 
in  working  that  difficulties  of  this  sort 
would  constantly  and  continually  arise. 
I  would  say  this.  It  is  a  very  inconve- 
nient thing  to  bind  this  country  by 
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treaty  not  to  impose  duties ;  but  it  ia 
something  more  than  an  inconvenient 
thing  to  bind  Uiis  country  by  treaty  not 
to  tcure  ofi  duties  in  cironmBtances  whicsh 
no  man  (»n  poasibly  foresee. 

What  are  Hie  dutiea  which,  under 
the  scheme  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
would  have  to  be  imposed?  Their 
object  is  avowedly  to  hinder  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  goods — the  foreign 
goods  which  we  require  —  into  this 
country,  and  so  fax  to  undo  the  effect  of 
the  millions  which  we  have  spoit  in  our 
ships,  our  railways,  our  docks,  and  our  post 
office  and  telegraph  system  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  freer  andcheaper  transit  of  goods. 
And,  Sir,  what  is  to  be  the  result  1  In 
the  words  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the 
result  will  be  the  imposition  of  taxes  on 
the  consumer  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
ducer which  he  describes  as  protection. 
It  would  be  grossly  unfair  to  compare 
the  duties  whidi  are  proposed  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  upon  com  and  flour 
and  meat  and  dury  produce  with 
the  old  protective  duties.  They  could 
not  possibly  have  the  same  ^ect  as  the 
old  protective  dntiei^  which  were  deliber- 
ately intended  to  keep  everytiiing  foreign 
out  d  this  country .  But  that  ia  not  quite 
the  case  with  rc^^ard  to  the  average  10 
per  cent,  on  manufactured  and  partly 
manufactured  goods.  I  am  afraid  it 
would  be  found  that  there  would  be  a 
very  real  protective  effect  with  regard  to 
manufactured  goods  as  a  result  of  those 
duties,  uid  tluit  effect  would  be  shown 
in  Itu^ely  tused  prices  to  the  great  injury 
of  all  consumers,  especially  in  the  wcak- 
ing  classes.  The  smaller  duties  are  pro- 
posed to  give  a  preference  in  point  of 
money  to  Uie  home  producer  or  the 
colonial  producer.  If  are  found  to 
be  not  enough  to  give  that  advantage, 
why  the  principle  has  been  accepted,  and 
yon  will  never  be  able,  if  you  are  to  act 
in  hanncmy  witii  the  Coltmies,  if  you  are 
to  satisfy  the  clients  of  my  right  htm. 
friend  the  Member  for  Sleafoffd,  and  they 
are  pretty  greedy  clients,  you  will  never 
be  able  to  resist  the  demand  for  an 
increase,  and  the  day  will  come,  as  it  has 
come  in  all  other  countries  that  have 
begun  this  course,  when  those  duties  will 
be  as  protective  as  the  duties  on  manu- 
factured goods.    Then  are  i  curiously 
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contradictory  arguments  used  in  this 
matter.  I  have  been  told  hj  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Sleaford 
that  t^ese  duties  on  com,  meat,  and 
dairy  produce  will  not  increase  piicea. 

Mk.  CHAPLIN  (Lincobsbire,  Slea- 
ford) :  The  price  of  bread  I  said  wonld 
not  be  raised. 

SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  The  right 
bm.  Gentleman  says  so  now,  but  then  he 
goes  down  and  teUs  his  farmers  that  they 
will  lately  botkefit  by  these  duties.  I 
want  to  know  bow  ?  Sometimeus  we  are 
told  that  a  tax  on  manufactured  goods 
will  keep  foreign  manufactures  out  of  the 
country  and  give  more  employment  to 
our  workmen  here.  At  other  times  we 
are  told  that  the  same  duties  on  goods 
coming  from  foreign  countries  will  pro- 
duce an  enormous  revenue.  Well,  they 
cannot  do  both.  When  my  right  hon. 
friend  says  that  these  duties  on  agricul- 
tural produce  will  not  raise  priora,  then 
I  will  ask  him  to  expluu  why  he  does 
not  press  for  duties  on  maize  and  bacon  ? 
Because  they  would  be  very  useful  in  the 
present  growth  of  public  expenditure ; 
and  why,  if  they  will  not  raise  prices,  is 
it  suggested  that  the  working  classes 
should  be  compensated  for  them  by  a 
Tedaction  (rf  the  duties  on  tea  and  sugar, 
the  greater  part  of  which,  I  am  afraid, 
from  my  own  experience  in  the  reduction 
of  duties,  would  probably  go  into  the 
pockets  of  the  producers  or  dealers  in 
those  articles  rather  than  into  the  pockets 
of  the  unfortunate  consumer.  Every- 
body who  has  bad  to  deal  with  taxation 
knows  that  it  wonld  be  much  more  easy 
to  reach  the  consumer  by  imposing  a 
duty  than  to  relieve  him  by  taking  ito£E; 
but  I  am  quite  unable  to  understand 
how,  it  prices  are  raised  here  by  these 
-duties,  practically  meaning  that  all  of 
us,  the  richest  and  the  poorest,  will  get 
less  for  our  money,  the  result  can  possibly 
.be  to  stimulate  the  productive  power  of 
the  country  and  to  increase  employment. 

It  would  be  wrong  of  me,  aftenthe  kind 
way  in  which  the  House  has  listened  to 
my  observations,  to  attempt  to  deal  with 
statistics,  or  go  into  detailed  argument ; 
but  this  I  will  venture  to  8{iy,  that, 
though  I  would  not  for  a  moment  con- 
tend that  there  are  not  factors  that 
■4-ater  into  the  comparative  position  and 


welfare  <^  the  working  class  pc^ulatioa 
in  the  various  countries  of  the  world 
besides  protection  and  free  trade,  yet 
this,  I  think,  is  dear  from  the  Govern- 
ment statistics — that  in  this  country 
employment  is  more  certain  and  more 
r^nlar,  wages  are  better,  and  hours  are 
shorter  than  they  are  in  protected 
countries.  But,  Sir,  I  know  that  the 
proposals  to  which  I  am  objecting  were 
not  originally  introduced,  although  they 
have  recently  been  defended  by  protec- 
tionist arguments— they  were  not  origin- 
ally introduced  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  on 
that  ground  alone.  He  brought  them 
forward  because  he  believed  that  only 
by  increasing  our  trade  with  our  Colonies 
could  we  counteract  the  evil  influence  of 
foreign  protectionist  tariffs  on  our 
exported  manufactured  goods ;  and, 
secondly,  that  by  increasing  our  trade 
with  our  Colonies,  we  should  do  much  to 
promote  the  unil^  of  the  Empire.  If 
the  policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
is  successful  of  forcing  foreign  countries 
to  lower  their  protectionist  tariffs  gainst 
us,  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
reason  for  artificially  stimulating  our 
trade  with  our  Colonies.  It  is  very 
good,  it  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  I 
think  it  will  take  care  of  itself.  But  I 
admit  the  strength  of  the  sentiment 
which  underUes  the  second  argument  of 
my  right  hon.  friend.  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  other  day,  asked  us  to  think 
Imperially.  [Ofpositioit  laughter.]  I 
should  not  receive  that  suf^estion  with 
derision.  I  am  quite  sure  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  did  not  mean  for  a  moment 
that  he  contemplated  the  idea  of  a  self- 
sustaining  Empire.  The  thing  is  an 
impossibility.  It  is  a  Chinese  idea. 
It  would  be  a  fatal  check  to  all  prosperity, 
and,  politically,  and  nationally,  it  would 
be  dangerous.  It  is  of  vast  national 
importance  to  us  that  foreign  countries 
should  be  interested  in  our  foreign  trade. 
Why,  Sir,  cannot  we  conceive  circum- 
stances in  which  the  great  interest  on 
the  part  of  that  great  Power  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic  to  prevent  food  being 
declared  contraband  of  war  might  be 
enormous  importance  in  a  great  national 
crisis  1  No,  Sir,  I  am  sure  my  right  hon. 
friend  never  contemplated  the  ideal  of 
a  self-sustaining  Empire.  What  he 
did  contemplate  was  a  great4ncrease  of 
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trade  v'ltk  oar  ColonuB  which  would 
ccmduce  to  the  unity  oi  the  Empire.  I 
think  the  enthusiasm  for  the  Colofiies  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  has  sometimes 
led  him  to  eo  further  than  I  should  be  dis- 
posed to  follow  him  in  this  matter.  He 
said  the  other  day  that  the  future  of  Ae 
country  and  ihe  British  race  lies  in  our 
Colonies  and  our  possesuims.  Sir,  I 
think  it  lies  here.  We,  at  any  rate,  are 
primarily  interested  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  interests  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  the  greatest  interests  in  the 
whole  Empire. 

But,  Sir,  in  considering  this  matter, 
we  are  bound  to  consider,  not  only 
the  interests  of  the  United  E^ngdom, 
but  also  the  interests  of  the  Empire. 
Aud  what  are  they  ?  The  idea  of 
colonial  preference — the  principle  of  it — 
has  been  supported  by  a  sentiment  to 
which  I  attach  enormous  value.  I  do 
not  think  anybody  can  exaggerate  the 
tmptxtant  service  which  my  nght  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Birmingham  has 
done  to  this  country  and  to  the  Empire 
both  here  and  in  the  Colonies.  But  we 
cannot  deal  with  these  matters  by  in- 
creasiDg  sentiment  alone.  Suppose  the 
principle  accepted.  When  we  come  to 
details  we  may  be  quite  certain  that  the 
Colonies  will  deal  with  them  in  a  spirit 
of  hard  prosaic  buuneas,  and  expect  us 
to  do  the  same.  Ve^  well.  Now,  I 
recognise  and  admire  the  spirit  in  which 
this  matter  has  been  dealt  with  so  far 
by  the  Colonies.  They  have  said  to  us 
plainly,  "Don't  hurt  yourselves  in  order 
to  benefit  us."  Their  whole  tone  has 
been  that  of  a  speech,  which  I  read  the 
other  day,  from  one  of  the  Canadian 
Ministers,  who  protested  against  Canada 
being  piotared  as  a  squalling  infant 
clamouring  for  preference,  and  saying 
that  if  she  did  not  get  it  she  would 
break  up  the  family  feast  and 
leave  the  Empire.  All  that  the 
Colonies  have  ever  expressed  a  desire 
for  in  this  matter  is  a  fair  bargain. 
Now,  what  are  the  proposals  before  us  1 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  made  these  pro- 
posals— 5  per  cent,  on  com,  a  higher  duty 
on  flour,  a  small  duty  on  meat  and  dairy 
produce,  colonial  produce  to  be  admitted 
free  in  competition  with  our  own  farmers, 
just  as  it  is  now.  What  has  he  got  on  the 
other  side  ?  As  yet  he  has  had  no  definite 
offer.    We  hear  a  good  deal  about  offers 
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by  the  Colonies.  I  do  not  at  all  denj 
that  the  Colonies  would  desire  to  entof 
into  bargains  with  regard  to  coloniai 
preference  ;  but  when  we  want  to  know, 
as  we  must  know  before  we  adopt  the 
principle,  what  they  will  give  in  return, 
we  get  no  answer.  My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Sheffield  has  said  that  Canada 
i  has  already  given  33  per  cent.  Does  my 
hon.  friend  reaUy  believe  that  that  3S  per 
cent.,  although  I  admit  of  great  vatue  as 
showing  the  kindly  feeling  of  Canada  to- 
wards us,  has  done  any  material  good  to 
our  country  ?  ["  Yes."]  Then,  how  does 
my  hon.  friend  account  for  this  fact — that 
since  this  preference  has  been  given,  the 
whole  trade  of  Canada  having  greatly 
increased,  the  trade  of  Canada  with  the 
,  United  States,  wiUi  France,  and  with 
Germany  has  increased  more  in  proportion 
than  the  trade  with  Great  Britain  ?  To 
make  any  fair  bargain  in  this  matter  what 
would  unquestionably  be  necessary  would 
be  a  real  measure  of  free  trade  to  us  in 
colonial  markets  in  the  only  things  which 
we  can  export  to  these  markets — namely, 
manufactured  goods.  Now,  has  any 
colony  ever  offered  that  ?  No,  All 
of  them  tell  us,  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
t^e  Member  for  West  Birmingham  has 
never  been  able  to  produce  the  slightest 
evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  they  will 
protect  their  manufactures  against  us. 
Is  it  a  fair  bargain  that  colonial  products 
should  come  into  this  country  free,  while 
our  products  cannot  go  into  the  colonies 
except  under  protectionist  tariffs  ?  Let 
me  carry  this  matter  further.  There  mar 
be  something  worse.  There  is  a  question 
which  has  never  yet  been  answered.  Tou 
propose  the  imposition  of  a  duty  averaging 
10  per  cent,  on  manufactured  and  partly 
manufactured  goods.  Is  that  duty  to 
be  applied  to  colonial  imports  or  not  ?  I 
do  not  hear  an  answer.  If  it  is  to  be  levied 
on  colonial  imports  the  principle  of 
colonial  preference  is  gone.  If  it  is  not 
to  be  levied  on  the  colonial  imports,  tn  the 
first  place  you  will  lose  an  enormous  pro- 
portion of  the  revenue  which  might  be 
derived  from  such  a  tax  by  frauds  of 
certificates  of  origin  and  by  exportation 
of  foreign  goods  to  the  Colonies  in  order 
that  they  may  be  sent  by  the  Colonies  here, 
which  would  be  much  easier  now  than  it 
was  before  owing  to  the  cheapness  of 
freight.  And  you  will  do  something  more. 
Our  manufactiuwrsJifflr^^*6dsJ  bitterly 
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xA  the  unfair  competitioa  in  our  markets 
of  German  and  United  States  iron,  for 
«xample,  under  their  protectionist  system. 
Very  well.  There  is  a  bounty  upon  iron 
in  Canada.  We  ail  hope  and  expect  that 
the  industries  of  our  Colonies  will  increase 
and  expand,  and  rival  at  some  day  or 
otiier  tiie  industries  of  the  mother  country. 
WtOH  Imperial  sentiment  reccmcile  our 
mannf  acturerahere  to  be  ruined  by  bounty- 
fed  or  duty  -  fed  colonial  goods  any 
more  than  they  are  now  reconciled  to 
being  ruined  by  similar  goods  from 
foreign  countries  ?  These  questions  will 
have  to  be  answered  before  any  practical 
action  can  be  taken,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  with  regard  to  a  discussion  with  the 
Colonies  upon  colonial  preferenbe.  And 
there  is  something  more.  We  are  told 
that  colonial  preference,  assuming  it 
not  to  be  intended  on  manufactured 
and  partly  manufactured  goods,  is  to  be 
confined  to  food,  to  com,  meat,  and  to 
dairy  produce.  Is  that  so  ?  [4.  Voice  : 
•*  No.  ]  I  look  for  an  answer  to  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Sleaford. 
But  assuming  that  to  be  so,  is  that  likely 
to  satisfy  the  Colonies  ?  Do  not  we  all 
of  VB  know  that  that  really  will  only 
apply, to  certain  interests  and  to  certain 
Colonies  ?  Do  not  all  of  us  feel  that, 
for  example,  the  timber  interest  in  Canada 
will  have  something  to  say  why  it  ought 
to  have  a  preference  which  would  be 
denied  to  it  when  given  to  the  com 
growing  interest  ?  Do  not  we  feel  that 
South  Africa,  which  hai  granted  us  a 
preference,  sends  no  food  at  all  and  sends 
a  mere  trifling  amount  of  wine,  but  does 
send  a  great  deal  of  raw  material  ?  Do 
Bot  we  know  that  the  great  export  of 
AuBtralia  to  this  country  is  not  food  or 
meat,  but  raw  material  ?  If  yon  are  to 
adopt  this  principle  of  colonial  preference, 
and  if  you  are  to  do  justice  to  all  the 
Colonies  and  all  the  interests  in  those 
"Colonies,  without  which  your  preference 
will  be  a  mere  beginning  of  jealousy  and 
friction  in  the  Empire,  you  must  extend 
it  to  raw  material.  And  when  you  once 
extend  it  to  raw  material,  what  will  the 
wooQen  Industrie  of  Bradford,  what  will 
the  building  trade  of  this  country,  have 
to  say  to  colonial  preference  ? 

I  feel  that  this  matter  is  one  of  such 
enormous  importance  that  I  will  not 
ApoI(^ise  for  having  trespused  for  f>o 
long  upon  the  House.   I  am  opposed  to 
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the  proposal  of  my  right  hon.  £ri?ad  thd 
Member  for  Birmingham  on  principle.  I 
believe  they  are  wrong.  But  let  us  con- 
sider them  for  a  moment  from  another 
point  of  view.  Put  aside  their  merits 
altogether.  They  involve  an  enormous 
change,  everybody  will  admit  that,  in 
our  fiscal  system.  It  is  a  change  which 
surely,  if  adopted  at  all,  ought  to  be 
adopted  with  a  reasonable  assurance  of 
permanance.  I  think  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Prime  Minister  dealt  with  the 
matter  in  his  speech  at  Manchester  in 
a  spirit  of  the  highest  wisdom.  I  will 
ask  my  ri^t  hon,  friends  who  desire  it 
to  put  aside  l^e  merits  altogether.  They 
will  surely  agree  that  unless  this  change 
can  be  permanently  made  it  will  be 
dangerous  in  the  last  degree  to  the 
interests  of  the  Empire  to  make  it  at  all. 
Now.  is  there  anj^hing  behind  this  pro- 
posal representing  that  body  of  fixed 
sentiment  and  conviction  which  is  the 
only  sure  baris  of  any  great  change  ? 
Kot  yet.  Then,  Sir,  is  it  not  wiser  tiiat 
we  ^onld  adhere  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  that  the  attempt  which 
has  been  made  to  pledge  the  whole  of  the 
Unionist  Party  to  the  policy  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
should  be  abandoned,  and  that  the  matter 
should  be  considered  at  leisure  in  the 
country,  not  for  the  next  election,  nor 
for  by-dections,  not  for  anything  of  that 
kind,  but  should  be  considered  and  dis- 
cussed until  one  way  or  the  other  a 
definite  and  fixed  conviction  is  arrived 
at  ?  Sir,  I  plead  strongly  because  I 
believe  in  the  vast  importance  of  this 
question.  I  am  not  a  bigoted  free 
trader.  If  I  had  been  I  should  not  have 
been  lesponsible  for  violating  the  pure 
theory  of  free  trade  by  proposing  the 
com  duty  two  years  ago.  This  country 
is  prosperous  ;  but  I  know  very  well  that 
that  prosperity  is  not  universal.  There 
are  interests  which  are  not  prosperous — 
the  agricultural  interest  first  of  all. 
Other  countries  have  prospered  under  pro- 
tection as  we  have  prospered  under  free 
trade.  But,  Sir,  the  pomtion  of  this 
country  is  unique.  For  two  generations 
and  more,  after  long  deliberation,  we  have 
adopted  and  adhraed  to  our  present 
fiscal  policy.  The  result  of  that  has  been 
greatly  to  increase  our  wealth,  greatly 
to  increase  our  populationj,4^  make  us 
in  this  hemisphen^itii^b^asgiQiS^lSie 
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greatest  commercial,  trading,  and  in- 
dustrial community ;  to  turn  us,  as  has 
already  been  said,  &om  an  ^jricultuzal 
into  an  indnstiial  country.  And  all  this 
has  bton^t  abont  tiiia  thing  in  which 
this  country  is  unique — that  ve  depend 
mainly  for  our  food  supply,  for  our 
supply  of  raw  materials  which  are 
absolutely  necessary  to  our  welfare, 
which  we  are  bound — more  bound  now 
than  ever — to  get  in  the  best  and  cheapest 
market,  we  depend  for  them  upon  an 
orer-sea  supply.  To  leverse  the  policy 
under  whidi  we  have  come  into  this 
podtion,  to  return,  in  principle  at  least, 
to  something  like  our  old  tarifi,  embracing 
hundreds  of  articles,  harassing  and  inter- 
fering at  every  point  with  the  trade  and 
industry  of  the  country,  is  an  experiment 
to  my  mind  full  of  the  greatest  danger 
to  our  social  and  political  future.  If 
any  such  proposal  were  made  to  this 
House  I  should  not  hesitate  for  a  moment 
as  to  my  vote.  But,  Sir,  no  such  pro- 
posal is  before  the  House.  The  proposal 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
even  ask  us,  though  it  might  have  asked 
us,  for  a  mere  abstract  assertion  of  the 
benefits  and  importance  of  free  trade ; 
he  has  inextricably  combined  witb  that 
the  question  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  I  should  not  under 
any  circumstances  deure  to  replace  His 
Majesty's  present  €h)vemment  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  Bench. 
But  I  will  never  desert  the  Government 
of  my  countxy  at  such  a  crisis  as  that 
whidi  may,  perhaps,  at  this  moment  be 
beginmng  in  our  foreign  afEairs.  I  agree 
with  the  policy  which  has  been  ezplamed 
to  tbe  country  by  the  Prime  Ifinister, 
and  reaffirmed  by  the  I^reddent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to-night.  I  desire  to 
support  the  Cabinet  against  many,  I 
dare  say,  of  their  own  supporters  who 
are  anxious  for  what  I  consider  wrong 
and  extreme  measures.  And  I  believe 
that  what  the  Prime  Ifinistei  has  said 
he  will  adh^  to,  and  in  that  view 
I  shall  vote  against  the  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  HALDANE  (Haddingtonshire)  said 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  ^o  had  just 
spoken  was  not  only  a  great  financier, 
but  one  of  the  most  fascinating  peiscm- 

alities  in  the  House,  his  fascination  con- 
sisting in  the  fact  that  while  no  man 
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more  clearly  knew  his  mind,  no  man  htd 
in  greater  degree  the  art  of  wrappng 
that  mind  in  a  cratain  veil  of  mystery. 
The  speeches  of  t^e  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  never  be  judged  by  athw 
their  en>rdinm  or  their  peroration ;  the 
arguments  in  between  had  to  be  care- 
fully considered.  If  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  dissented  from  his  own  ade, 
he  had  the  gift  of  dealing  out  his  bad 
arguments  to  his  friends  and  his  good 
arguments  to  his  foes,  and  on  the  presoat 
occanon  the  Opposition  had  had  his 
good  a^uments.  He  began  hj  ezpiMB 
ing  his  dissent  from  the  manner  in  iriudi 
this  Motion  had  been  brought  forward 
in  the  absence  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
All  deeply  regretted  that  absence  and  its 
cause,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
during  the  whole  of  last  summer  Members 
were  very  forbearing,  and  that  throu^ 
the  autumn  an  agitation  unparallded  m 
its  intensity  had  been  carried  on :  was 
it  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  the 
Opposition  could  sit  silent  through  the 
debate  on  the  Address  without  endeavour- 
ing to  ascertain  the  view  of  the  House 
upon  the  most  important  question  i^ni 
had  come  before  it  for  many  a  day! 
The  r^;ht  hon.  Grentieman  knew  th»  muid 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  as  perhaps 
no  other  man,  and  he  had  proceeded  with 
the  calmness  of  a  surgeon  of  great  ex- 
perience to  go  alongside  the  patient  and 
tender  his  advice.  He  had  diagnosed 
the  disease,  and  in  most  kindly  and  sym- 
patriotic  tones  had  stated  wherein  the 
patient  was  suffering.  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  had  t^e  ^ft  of  what  theo- 
logians called  ex^eus,  and  he  had  ex- 
plained what  the  House  could  not  have 
known  before — what  the  real  policy  of 
the  Grovemment  was — and  he  had  made 
it  clear  that  the  Free  Food  Party  con- 
sidered that  in  the  struggle  for  the  mind 
of  Ministers,  their  exertions  had  not  been 
without  avail.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  then  proceeded  to  deal  with  some 
of  the  topics  embraced  by  the  debate. 
He  had  flirted  with  retaliation.  But  it 
was  good  to  pay  attention  to  a  yonnf 
lady  in  whom  those  whom  you  wished 
to  be  your  friends  were  peculiarly  in* 
terested.  Such  negotiations  with  fort^ga 
Powers  would  have  no  warmer  friend 
than  himself.  He  was,  however,  judicious 

as  to  the  way  these  retaliatory  propossl* 
were  to  be  camed^o^^g^^regard  to 
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Russia  and  the  United  States,  our  pnnoi- 
pal  imports  from  those  ooimtnes  were 
food  and  raw  materials,  and  they  were 
the  very  things  which  they  would  sufiei 
most  from,  if  any  attempt  was  made  to 
place  retaliatory  duties  upon  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  pursue 
that  topic  further.  In  the  course  of 
his  speech  he  expressed  a  pessimistic 
view  of  British  tinde.  The  right  hon. 
C^tleman  the  Honber  for  Montrose 
admitted  th&t  he  did  not  find  the  trade 
of  this  country  in  a  wholly  satisfactory 
condition.  He  was  quite  unable  to  agree 
witii  tiiose  who  found  in  the  prosperity 
of  tike  country  anything  which  could 
ffive  tiiem  complete  assniance  for  the 
lature.  He  held  strongly  that  tiiere 
never  was  a  time  at  wmch  this  nation 
more  required  to  make  an  effort  if  they 
wished  to  retain  the  supremacy  which 
had  distinguished  them  in  the  past,  and 
which  it  lay  with  them  as  to  whether 
it  should  remain  with  this  country  in 
the  future. 

While  he  was  ready  to  admit  that 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  had  done  the 
country  a  service  by  stirring  up  the 
people  on  this  question,  yet  he  could 
not  help  feeUng  that  for  one  service 
he  had  rendered  two  dis-servioes*  for  he 
hod  turned  attention  to  the  wrong  remedy 
and  away  from  the  true  remedy.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  complain  of  BIr.  Cobden 
because  the  dream  of  universal  free 
trade  had  not  been  realised.  He  was  not 
so  sure  that  oniversal  free  trade  would 
have  been  such  a  good  tiking  for  the 
oounl^.  Their  free-trade  policy  had, 
however,  been  of  great  assistance  to 
something  else  which  had  enabled  tiiem 
to  be  supreme,  and  tiiat  was  that  in  the 
old  days  they  were  first  in  industrial 
methods.  He  blamed  the  policy  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  because  it  had  drawn 
attention  from  the  only  policy  which  gave 
tiiem  a  chance  in  competing  with  their 
foreign  rivals,  and  had  led  them  on  a  line 
whici  seemed  to  him  to  be  altogether 
false.  He  was  one  of  those  who  thought 
that  there  were  great  social  questions  to 
be  solved  in  this  country,  and  they  could 
only  be  solved  by  a  considerable  amount 
of  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  with  people's  liberties. 
Ete  had  read  a  very  interesting  spoech 


which  the  Colonial  Seoratary  delivered  to- 
his  constituents  at  Leamington  the  other 
day,  and  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the 
rif^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Montrose.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  in 
criticising  this  extravagant  view  of  free 
trade,  asked  how  they  could  maintun  a 
free- trade  doctrine  in  its  entirety  when 
tiiey  widied  to  put  restrictions  upon 
labour  at  every  turn.  That  was  a 
doctrine  which  it  was  quite  right  to  put 
forward,  but  which  it  was  equally  neces- 
sary to  examine  very  closely  before 
accepting  it.  That  would  be  a  very 
valuable  argument  to  those  who  based 
the  case  of  free  trade  upon  the  doctrine 
of  unrestricted  liberty.  Probably  Ifr. 
Cobden  had  not  the  same  occanon  to 
consider  tiiat  doctrine  as  they  had  to- 
day. He  had  always  refused  to  believe 
in  that  doctrine  because  he  should  inter- 
fere with  anything  in  which  it  was  proved 
that  the  welfare  of  the  people  reqmred  it. 
Nobody  in  his  senses  would  propose  to 
repeal  the  factory  legislation  which  had 
had  su<^  a  beneficial  result  in  the  last  two 
generations.  They  should  maintain  the 
power  which  they  had  to  interfere  for  tiie 
protection  of  that  labour  which  could  not 
take  care  of  itself,  and  which,  by  its  very 
circumstances  and  for  want  of  organisa- 
tion and  thefeeblenessof  those  who  created 
it,  was  unable  to  protect  itseU  without 
interference  from  tiie  State.  But,  while 
that  was  true,  it  was  equally  true  that 
they  wanted  great  mobiuty  on  the  port 
of  capital  and  great  freedom  in  dealing 
with  trade. 

Experience  had  shown  that  whenever 
they  tried  to  judge  things  for  thoee 
who  knew  better  tiian  anybody  else, 
because  it  was  t&eir  own  buuness,  they 
always  failed.  WhUat  protecting  labour 
it  was  well  to  leave  the  utmost  freedom 
of  judgment  to  all  those  who  embarked 
in  industry.  If  they  were  going  to  in- 
terfere in  the  conduct  of  labour  and  put 
down,  for  instance,  some  forms  of  sweat- 
ing, which  not  only  disfigured  their  great 
towns,  but  were  bad  for  the  population, 
at  the  same  time  it  was  equally  necessary 
that  they  should  leave  the  people  free  to 
replace  the  thing  which  they  could  no 
longer  produce  with  advantage  by  some 
other  commodity  produced  under  different 
conditions.  He  was  very  much  struck 
the  other  day  by  what  he  saw  in  York- 
shire in  the  centre  otfftie¥^HISW©§*eK 
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industiy,  where  a  friend  of  his  told  him 
what  had  been  Ithe  history  of  that  in- 
dustry in  Yorblhixe.  Yean  ago  there 
used  to  be  a  considezable  weaving  as  well 
as  spinning  industry  in  that  locality. 
But  the  weaving  industry  had  now  disap- 
peared almost  and  there  was  very  little 
of  it.  He  thought  it  was  a  good 
thing  it  was  disappearing,  because  it 
employed  men  at  wa^  which  never  ex- 
ceeded £1  a  week,  and  it  employed  women 
who  would  have  been  better  employed 
attending  to  thor  families  at  home.  In 
that  locality  they  were  now  spinning  with 
the  finest  machinery.  The  material  went 
first  to  Germany,  where  there  was  a  very 
low  duty,  and  a  state  of  things  had  now 
grown  up  under  which  it  was  profitable 
for  the  workers  in  this  country  and  in 
Clermany  to  carry  on  business  in  that  way. 
The  result  in  tike  locaEty  he  referred  to 
was  that  an  inferior  industry  had  been 
replaced  by  a  superior  industry,  and 
instead  of  tJie  old  wage  of  £1  a  week  the 
workers  were  now  receiving  between  SOs. 
and  408.  per  week  in  wages.  At  the 
technical  school  in  that  locality  he  saw  a 
whole  generation  of  people  growing  up 
experts  in  t^e  making  of  that  spinning 
machinery,  beside  which  there  was  noth- 
ing to  compare  in  the  whole  world. 

There  were  two  industries  which  to  his 
mind  demonstoited  the  great  peril  of  en- 
deavouring to  interfere  with  the  j  udgment 
4^  people  as  to  how  they  shouU  employ 
their  own  resources.  At  the  present  time 
there  was  less  weaving  and  nax  spinning 
in  Leeds  and  Bradford,  but  were  they  less 
prosperous  now  than  they  used  to  be  ? 
Hon.  Members  opposite  were  always 
lamenting  the  disappearance  of  a  parti- 
cular industry,  but  they  had  to  look  at 
diese  things  in  the  aggregate.  He  ad- 
mitted the  haniUiip  caused  tiirouj^  the 
displacement  of  an  industry,  but  free 
trade  was  not  the  only  thing  that  dis- 
placed industry.  Had  they  conceived 
the  real  meaning  of  this  free-trade  policy 
which  they  were  asked  so  lightly  to  part 
with  ?  It  involved  industrial  and  social 
questions,  and  their  freedom  to  grapple 
with  such  questions  as  sweating  and 
housing.  There  was  hardly  a  social  ques- 
tion which  free  trade  did  not  affect.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  animated  by  a  depth 
of  conviction  whi<^  he  recognised  to  the 
fullest,  went  through  the  country  and  pro- 
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-dueed  a  very  great  impression,  and  yet 
from  tiie  very  banning  it  had  dawned 
on  many  people  that  tike  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mui  had  not  fully  presented  the  counixy 
with  all  the  information  upon  which  it 
would  have  to  judge  the  case.  Unfor- 
tunately it  was  more  complicated  than 
the  story  which  the  right  hon.  Gentieman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  had 
told  tiiem.  In  the  n»eech  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  they  had  just 
beard  the  result  of  tiie  judicial  summing 
up  which  it  was  the  duty  of  a  Minister  to 
bestow  on  this  case,  a  duty  which  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  had  discharged  very  fully. 
He  bad  carefully  balanced  the  argument, 
and  he  had  summed  up  in  a  manner  which 
was  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of 
those  who  at  any  rate  wished  to  800  this 
policy  of  free  trade  carefully  and  im- 
partially considered  before  it  was  aban- 
doned. He  was  not  going  to  summarise 
that  speech,  but  it  had  struck  him 
very  much,  because  it  seemed  to  in- 
dicate the  direction  in  which  the  mind 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  been  working  after  readii^ 
those  remarkable  materials  which  his  own 
officials  had  collected  for  him.  His 
Bimiming  up  of  that  evidence  had  relieved 
them  from  the  fear  that  they  were  likely 
to  be  plunged  in  any  sudden  fashion  in 
a  campaign  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  support  of  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  tb,e  Member  for  West 
Birmingham.  In  that  state  of  things 
they  were  more  concerned  with  argu- 
ments which  came  from  other  Members 
on  the  oppoate  side  of  the  House  which 
were  more  worthy  of  consideration, 
although  he  could  not  agree  witii  them. 

There  were  many  hon.  Membns  who 
did  not  go  very  minutely  into  tiie  merits 
of  this  economic  controversy  and  they 
pointed  to  the  growtii  of  other  nations 
and  to  the  extraordinary  position  which 
Great  Britain  held,  with  a  small  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  the  population 
of  our  Empire,  and  they  asked  how  this 
country  was  going  to  face  the  growing 
power  of  those  other  nations  unless  they 
did  Bometiiii^.  He  agreed  with  that 
sentiment,  but  where  he  differed  was  in 
regard  to  the  means  they  suggested  to 
attain  it.  It  was  said  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol, 
and  also  by  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the 
Member  for  ,Mo«lWW*,ith#*otJiey  could 
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not  keep  the  Empire  together  if  they 
were  going  to  make  this  country  poorer. 
They  could  not  count  the  economic  loss 
which  would  follow  the  adoption  of  the 
policy  suggested  by  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary.  They  could  not  measure  tJiat 
loss  or  know  where  it  would  leave  their 
trade.  Where  such  a  change  would  land 
them  they  could  not  tell  and  they  could 
not  measure  tiie  cost.  The  speech  made 
at  Manchester  by  the  Prime  Minister 
early  in  January  had  received  a  great 
dea\  too  little  attention,  but  that  x>olioy 
was  re-echoed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies.  In  that  speech  the 
Prime  Minister  said  that  until  a  few 
months  ago  he  had  believed  that  a  fiscal 
basis  was  the  only  basis  upon  which  they 
could  draw  the  Bmpire  more  closely 
together.  He  went  on  to  say  that  he 
had  seen  occadon  to  change  that  opinion, 
and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
the  development  of  the  policy  of  councils 
of  the  Empire  there  was  an  alternative 
policy  to  the  fiscal  basis  to  attain  the  end 
of  drawing  the  Empire  more  closely 
together.  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
illustrated  this  by  the  Council  of  Imperial 
Defence,  which  had  been  in  a  large 
measure  his  own  child  and  of  which  he 
was  the  distinguished  parent  He  fore- 
shadowed this  other  policy  of  developing 
the  councils  of  the  Crown  in  a  fashion 
which  made  some  of  them  feel  that  they 
had  an  alternative  to  the  Imperial 
policy  of  the.  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  That  was  a  policy 
very  relevant  to  tihe  debate,  and,  having 
received  the  seal  of  responsible  Ministers, 
it  answered  one  of  the  most  cogent  argu- 
ments which  had  affected  the  minds  of 
many  men  in  favour  of  the  policy  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham. 
A  good  many  people  thought  something 
ought  to  be  done  and  they  sud  to 
themselves  **  here  is  a  man  who  has 
distinguished  himself  by  the  successful 
way  he  has  poshed  things  through  which 
he  has  taken  in  hand.   Let  us  support 


him,  although  we  may  not  be  wholly 
oonvinced  in  his  favour."  Now  they  had 
an  alternative  policy  which  had  gained 
importance,  because  it  had  received  the 
seal  of  the  responsible  Ministers  them* 
selves  and  because  the  Prime  Mimster 
had  embodied  it  in  a  concrete  case  of  his 
own,  namely,  the  Committee  of  Imperial 
Defence.  That  was  a  very  important 
departure,  tiie  effect  of  which  mi^t  be 
felt  hereafter  when  dealing  with  the 
Imperial  aspect  of  the  subject  which 
formed  the  topic  of  this  Amendment* 
It  could  not  be  said  that  free  trade  was 
a  merely  negative  policy,  for  it  left  open, 
the  door  for  a  constructive  policy  affect- 
ing the  various  parts  of  the  Empire,  and 
it  left  open  this  policy  of  legislation  in  the 
direction  they  had  followed  by  the 
passing  of  the  Factory  Acts,  and  which 
they  would  have  to  follow  more  in  the 
future  in  dealing  with  the  social  problems 
which  were  crowding  upon  tiiem.  They 
were  awalroning  to  a  sense  of  their  re- 
sponsibilities in  all  these  matters  and  to  a 
recognition  of  the  duty  which  Govern- 
ment owed  — and  niiich  was  recognised, 
by  both  Parties  in  the  State — to  the 
more  helpless  class  of  the  community 
which  Bubnsted  on  a  mere  mar^n  of. 
subsistence. 

He  was  very  glad  tiiat  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  (Sentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Montrose  Burghs  con- 
tained a  plea  for  a  system  of  national 
education.  This  was  not  the  moment 
to  discuss  that  question,  but  it  had 
taken  a  concrete  shape  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  Was  it  not  tiie  obvious 
duty  of  constructive  free  traders  and 
those  who,  on  ^latever  side  of  the 
House  they  sat,  believed  in  the  gospel 
of  liberty,  conned  with  the  doctrine 
of  protection,  to  set  themselves  to 
work  and  try  to  get  off  the  false  track 
on  whioh  we  had  got,  and  to  get  back  to 
the  problem  dealing  with  the  industrial 
methods  of  tiiis  country  ?  That  was  not 
a  tiling  l^t  oog^t  to  be  left>al<»ie  hy 
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thfl  State  to  mdividTialfl.  Hie  Amend* 
ment  had  laiaed  in  a  foim  which  might 
"be  inconvenient  the  great  topic  which 
was  agitating  people's  minds.  It  was 
peifeotiy  true  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  get  a  really  judicial  vote  upon 
this  matter.  Of  course,  an  Amendment 
to  tiie  Address  involved  to  some  extent 
tiie  question  of  confi^nce.  He  thought 
questions  of  confidence  had  been  ex- 
■aggerated  in  theii  importance.  They 
enabled  the  Govemment  to  ride  ofE  and 
say  to  hon.  Members  behind  tiiem  " 
yon,  our  supporters,  show  want  of  con- 
fidence in  us."  If  the  Oovernment  were 
Teally  in  earnest  about  the  policy  of  free 
trade — and  the  speech  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  gave  him  good 
hope  that  a  majority  of  them  were  in 
earnest — ^he,  for  one,  marvelled  why  they 
did  not  attach  rather  less  importance  to 
the  technical  form  of  the  debate  on  the 
Address  and  let  them  have  the  benefit  of 
a  discusffion  in  which  they  should  get  the 
free  mind  of  the  House  in  the  matter. 
It  was  quite  certain  that  they  would  not 
get  it,  but  to-night,  and  in  the  two  or 
three  days  which  were  ahead,  they  would 
at  least  have  got  an  examination  of  this 
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and  making  friends  of  worldng  men.  It 
was  often  said  that  Uembexe  of  Pariia- 
ment  who  were  connected  with  manu- 
factures were  selfish  in  their  views.  He 
should  lil^  if  the  House  would  allow  lum, 
to  make  a  personal  explanation  with 
reference  to  this  question.  He  had  a 
paragraph  in  his  election  address  when  he 
first  came  to  Parliament  in  favour  of 
reciprocity,  and  he  sincerely  trosted  the 
day  might  come  when  the  propositions 
of  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentieman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  would  be  viewed 
wit  hfavour  by  the  British  paople.  He 
believed  there  were  a  vast  number  of 
persons  in  this  country  who  believed 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
there  should  be  some  radical  change  in 
our  fiscal  system,  and  he  sincerely 
trusted  hon.  Members  would  show  in  the 
remainder  of  the  debate  that  moderaton 
which  had  been  shown  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  right  hon.  Oentieman  t^e 
Member  for  the  Montrose  Burghs  moved 
the  Amendment  in  a  speech  no  one  could 
possibly  object  to.  He  sincerely  trusted 
they  might  put  aside  the  bitterness  vhich 
they  had  seen  in  the  country  during  the 
past  few  months.   A  great  flood  of 


whole  controversy  in  a  fashion  which  figures  had  been  produced  in  refer  inoe 
would  give  the  people  what  they  had  been 
waiting  for  a  long  time,  the  mind  of  the 
House  of  Commons  upon  the  sul^ect. 


Mr.  PIKE  PEASE  (Darlington)  said 
the  right  hon.  Gentieman  who  had  just 
sat  down  stated  that  exaggerated  im- 
portance was  attached  to  the  question  of 
confidence,  but  he  did  not  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  would  make  the  appeal 
he  made  if  in  the  futnre  he  was  sitting 
on  the  Govemment  Benches.  Before 


to  this  matter.  Some  of  these  were 
accurate  and  some  were  inaccurate.  He 
would  not  deal  with  the  figures  to-night 
except  to  say  that  most  inaccurate 
statements  had  been  made  with  reference 
to  the  iron  and  steel  trade.  It  was 
stated  by  Lord  Lytton  last  week  that 
the  total  ad  valorem  value  of  the  iron 
and  steel  trade  was  £140,000,000.  No 
one  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  trade 
could  believe  that  that  was  a  correct 
figure.    It  had  been  justified  by  saying 


coming  into  this  House  he  had  himself  |  that  the  iron  and  steel  trade  included 
taken  part  in  industrial  concerns  and  he  '  motor-cars,  pots  and  pans,  and  other 
had  had  the  opportunity  of  mixing  with  '  things.   But  that  was_,no  justificatioo. 
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It  would  b©  ju8t  as  leaBonaUe  to  indude  1  in  a  shop  window— one  proleaaing  to  re- 


ft Tidin  in  tike  timber  bade.  Wliat  they 
had  to  ask  themeelTes  was  not  so  much 
whether  onr  prosperity  had  been  great 
in  the  past,  or  for  what  teaaon.  bnt  would 
our  diflficulties  extend  and  increase  in 
the  future  ?  In  his  opinion  they  were 
not  likely  to  decrease.  It  bad  been 
eaid  that  many  hon.  Members  were 
violent  protectionists.  He  thought  that 
was  rather  a  hard  term  to  use.  At  the 
preeent  time  we  in  this  country  taxed 
tea»  and  we  allowed  motor-cars  to  come 
in  free  of  tax.  We  stood  alone  among  the 
nations  of  the  worid  in  oui  policy  in  that 
respect. 

Were  the  repreeentatives  of  tiie  Colonies 
in  earnest  when  they  passed  a  resolution 
nnanimoualy  in  favour  of  reoiprooity  with 
this  country  1  If  they  were  in  earnest 
what  answer  was  this  country  going  to 
give  them  ?    In  the  speeches  to  which 
they  had  listened  they  had  heard  no  alter- 
native. He  thought  that  at  no  distant 
date  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  believe  it  was  necessary  to 
bind  ourselves  to  the  Colonies  by  a  com- 
merdal  tie  of  some  kind.   He  was  not  at 
all  sure  that  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country  did   not   think  so 
at  the  present  moment,  although  he 
was  not  foolish  enough  to  believe  that» 
when  an  election  took  place  in  regard  to 
this  question,  the  Party  he  belonged  to 
would  have   an  enormous  majority. 
[Laughter.]  Hon.  Gentiemen  laughed  at 
.  that  statement,  but  everybody  knew  very 
well  that  other  questions,  such  as  educa- 
tion, would  come  to  the  front,  and  especi- 
ally  representations  with  regard  to  a  bread 
tax.    [An  Hon.  Membkb  :  Misrepresen- 
tations.]  He  preferred  the  word  repre- 
sentations.  He  went  reoentiy  to  the 
Gateshead  election  and  saw  two  loaves 


present  the  English  and  the  other  the 
German  loaf,  the  comparison  bong  greatiy 
in  favour  of  the  forma.  He  did  not  know 
whetdier  that  should  be  called  representa- 
tion or  misrepresentation,  but  no  one 
believed  that  in  t^  countxy  such  a  tax 
could  be  put  on  bread  as  to  produoe  the 
disparity  reiaesented  hy  these  two  loaves. 


Major 
Not  yet 


SEBLY    (lale    of  Wight) 


Mb.  pike  pease  said  his  hon.  friend 
would  agree  with  him  tMt  there  would  be 
no  great  change  in  connection  with  t^t 
matter  except  by  the  will  of  the  British 
people.    It  had  been  said  that  the  pros- 
perity we  had  seen  during  the  past  half- 
century  was  due  to  a  great  extent  to  free 
trade.    He,  for  one,  would  not  deny  that 
free  trade  had  played  an  important  part 
in  the  prosperity  of  this  country,  but 
during  that  period  electiricity  and  steam 
had  revolutionised  industries.    It  must 
be  admitted  th%t  times  were  (dianged. 
Those  who  had  gone  to  Gateshead  would 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
great  many  works  standing  still  in  the 
North  of  England.   No  doubt  if  they 
travelled  in  tramways  they  wotdd  have 
the  chance  of  riding  along  on  German 
rails.    He  thought  the  time  had  come 
when  they  should  have  some  alteration 
in  r^ard  to  that.    It  had  been  said 
that  we  were  behindhand  with  regard  to 
technical  education,  and  he  beUeved  that 
was  true.   He  thought  it  was  necessary 
tliat  we  should  put  a  duty  of  from  10  to 
20  per  cent,  on  manufactured  articles. 
That  was  very  littie  protection,  but  it 
was  common  sense.   In  advocating  such 
a  duty  he  thought  he  could  hardly  be 
called  a  violent  protectionist.  He  widied 
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to  put  this  case  before  the  House.  Sup- 
posing  an  order  had  to  be  placed  for  steel 
to  the  value  of  £100,000.  A  bounty-fed 
manufacturer  offered  to  execute  it  at 
£99,000,  while  an  En^ish  company, 
which  had  furnaces  and  everything  neces- 
aary  to  produce  the  steel,  quoted  £100,000. 
Could  it  be  argued  iha.t  it  would  not  be 
in  the  interests  of  this  countxy  to  put  a 
2  per  cent,  duty  on  the  bonnty-fed  stufl  1 
Of  course  it  might  be  said  that  the  man 
who  bought  the  steel  would  loee  £1,000, 
but  when  they  thought  that  the  amount 
of  labour  in  that  large  order  would  be 
£60,000  it  would  be  seen  that  greater 
benefit  would  result  to  tius  country  if  a 
8  per  cent,  duty  were  put  on,  espedally 
if  they  took  into  account  the  fact  tiiat 
rates  would  be  paid  by  the  English  order 
which  would  not  be  paid  by  the 
foreign  coder  at  all.  It  was  said  that 
if  people  could  not  find  employment  in 
a  business  which  did  pay,  arrangements 
should  be  made  for  introduoing  new 
businesses.  Anyone  who  had  been  con- 
nected with  business  knew  that  that  argu- 
ment was  absurd,  because  businesses  whi<dk 
had  been  started  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  had  been  started  by  an  immense 
expenditure  of  capital,  which  if  it  could 
not  be  used  in  l^e  business  for  which  it 
was  intended  would  be  thrown  away  alto- 
gether. Large  plants  which  had  cost  a 
great  deal  of  money  would  have  to  be 
sacrificed  at  scrap  price.  The  owners 
would  be  able  to  get  hardly  anything  at 
all  for  it.  It  was  said  that  the  increase  in 
the  yield  of  the  income-tax  showed  how 
prosperous  this  country  was.  It  was 
perfectly  true  tiiat  there  had  been  in 
Great  Britain  an  increase  of  about  1  per 
c&Dt,,  but  in  Germany  there  had  been  an 
increase  of  from  25  to  40  per  cent.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  a  large  number 
Mr.  Pike  Pease.  i 


of  men  who  had  made  enormous  fortunes 
in  theOoloniesoametolive  int^oonntiy. 
He  believed  tiiat  in  the  last  thir^  years 
theamonntof  money  that  hadoomeinfrom 
the  Colonies  had  been  from  a  £1,000,000 
to  £1,500,000,000.  He  thought  &at  must 
have  had  an  effect  on  the  income-tax.  It 
was  said  that  this  country  was  Idie  envy  of 
the  world.  That  might  be,  but  our  fiscal 
system  was  not  ^e  envy  of  the  world. 
At  present  there  was  no  country  willing  to 
adopt  our  system.  When  addressing  a 
meeting  the  other  night  in  the  North  of 
England  he  asked  the  audience  whether 
they  knew  of  any  individual  enterprise 
which  was  being  started  in  this  country  at 
the  present  time.  There  was  a  certain 
amount  of  municipal  enterprise,  and  there 
were  a  certain  number  of  limited  liability 
companies ;  but  as  to  individual  enter- 
prise, such  was  nevw  seen  as  in  days  gone 
by.  It  practically  did  not  exist  at  the 
present  time.  He  thoa^t  he  might  say 
to  tiie  hon.  Hembw  for  the  Isle  of  ^if^t 
that  a  good  deal  of  the  buuness  done  in  tike 
country  at  the  present  time  was  due  to 
Government  contracts.  The  day  would 
eome  when  municipalities  would  not  have 
the  great  borrowing  powers  they  had  at 
the  present  moment,  and  then  it  would  be 
found  that  municipfU  enterprise  would,  to 
a  great  extent,  be  cnrUiled.  He  admitted 
that  there  were  many  arguments  on  both 
sides  with  reference  to^the  fiscal  question. 


And,  it  being  Midnif^t,  the  debate 
stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


Adjoorned  at  one  minnt*  after 
TwelT<i  o'ol 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chahcellob  acquainted 
the  Hoase  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Bzaminers  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  tiie 
following  Bill  have  been  complied  with : — 
Toiqaay  Tramways.  The  same  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


^        RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

g       TRADE  REPORTS:  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
I     No.  3120.   Finances  of  Italy  for  1903, 
E  Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to 
^  lie  on  the  Table. 

I         DESTRUCTIVE  INSECTS  ACT,  1877. 

1  Order,  dated  13th  October,  1903,  re- 
's yoking  the  Orders  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
1^  culture  under  the  Act,  dated  respectively 
=^  22nd  August,  1901,  Slat  May,  1902,  and 
«  6th  June,  1902. 

COMMONS  ACT,  1876. 
Reports  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  ^sheries  upon  an  application  for  a 
Provifdonal  Order  ita  the  regulation  of 
Oxshott  Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Cobham, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey ;  Merrow  Dowm, 
in  the  parish  of  Merrow,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey. 

PRIVATE  PROCEDURE  (SOOTLAND) 
ACT,  1899. 

Report  by  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
of  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  under  Section  2  of  tiie  Private 
L^slation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  That,  having  regard  to  Section  16 
(2)  of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  the  provisions  of 
the  Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Order ; 
the  Govan  Burgh  (Electricity)  Order; 
the  Lothians  Electric  Power  Order  ;  and 
of  Part  V.  of  the  Kirkcaldy  Corporation 
Order;  are  of  such  a  character  that  they 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  Private  Bills 
and  not  by  Provisional  Orders. 

That  ttie  provisions  of  the  Clyde  Navi- 
gation (Shieldhall  Dock)  Order;  the  Clyde 
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Navigation  (Works)  Order;  and  xA  the 
Young  and  Bell's  Patents  Order  ;  are  of 
such  a  character  that  they  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  by  Private  Billa  and  not  by 
Provisional  Orders. 


That,  save  as  aforesaid,  the  Provisional 
Orders  be  allowed  to  proceed,  subject  to 
such  recommendations  as  may  be  here- 
after made  with  respect  to  Uie  several 
orders. 

LUNACY  COMMISSION. 

Return  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the 
number  of  visits  made,  and  the  number  of 
patients  seen,  by  the  several  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy,  during  the  tax  montlu 
ended  the  31st  December.  1903. 

TRANSVAAL  GOVERNMENT  THREE 
^PBR  CENT.  GUARANTEED  STOCK. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  1st  November, 
1903,  guaranteeing  Uie  payment  of 
interest  and  repayment  of  principal  of  the 
Transvaal  Government  Three  per  cent. 
Guaranteed  Stock. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

House  adjonmed  at  a  quarter 
bBf<«ePoni  o'clock,  to  Thurs- 
day next,  haU-past  Ten 
o'cloak. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  9th  FArunxry,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  (Hock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  62 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  tm  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Older 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  via. : — 
Donegal  Railway  Bill ;  Norwich  Water 
Bill;  Southend  Water  Bill.  Ordered, 
That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time. 
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PRIVATE  BILLB  (STANDING  ORDER  83 
COMPUED  WITH). 

Mr.  Sfbakeb  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Bxaminers  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  BiU«  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  vix. : — 
CorbridgeGaa  Bill.  Ordered.  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

ActcHi  Improvement  Bill;  Birkdale 
Improvement  Bill ;  Carlisle  Corporation 
Bill ;  Corporation  of  London  (Southwark 
and  other  Bridges)  Bill ;  Doncaster  Cor- 
poration Bill.  Read  a  second  time,  and 
cmnmitted. 

Hampton-in-Aiden  Gas  Bill.  Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Kirkby'itt'Ashfield  Urban  District  Gas 
Bill;  Leeds  Corporation  (Consolidation) 
Bill ;  Leyton  Urban  District  Council  Bill ; 
Littlestone-on-3ea  and  District  Water 
Bill;  London  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Bill ;  Lytham  Improvement  Bill ; 
Radcliffe  Tramways  and  Improvement 
Bill ;  Reading  Corporation  Bill ;  Selby 
Urban  District  Coancil  Bill;  Sheffield, 
Laughton,  and  Maltby  Railway  Bill; 
SkiptoQ  Water  and  Improvement  Bill ; 
Boothill  Nether  Urban  District  Tram- 
ways Bill;  Swindon  Corporation  Bill; 
Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Bill; 
Xhurles  Urban  District  Council  Water 
Bill;  Tottenham  Improvement  Bill; 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill.  Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Dnmbartcm  Tramways  Order  Confir* 
mati<m  Bill,  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotknd)  Act,  1899,  relating 
to  Dumbarton  Tramways,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  The  Lord  Advocate  and 
Hr.  Solicitor<Generat  for  Scotland. 

Dumbarton  Tramways  Order  Confir- 
mation Bill.  "  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
to  Dumbarton  Tramways,'*  presented 
accordingly;  and  ordered  to  be  oon- 
siderod  upon  Thortday. 


be  broudit  in  by  The  Lord  Advocate 
and  Hr.  Solicitor-General  f«  Scotland. 

Kilmarnock  Corporation  Order  Coo' 
firmation  Bill.  "To  confirm  a  Provisiaul 
Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
to  Kilmarnock  Corporation,"  presoitea 
aocordii^^y,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
17th  February,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
43.] 


PETITIONS. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ; 
from  West<m-Buper-Mare ;  Perth  (two) ; 
Ryton  on  Tyne  ;  Oraghead  ;  Chester  le 
Street ;  Blaydon ;  Springwell ;  Swalwell ; 
Bristol  (two)  Wellingborough;  Moeladda; 
Airdrie ;  Dewsbury ;  Uppermill ;  Lanark ; 
Falkirk;  Clifton;  Woolwich;  Lumley; 
Pendleton ;  Penygraig ;  Beddgelert ; 
Capel  Uohaf ;  Llanoelhaian ;  Brynrhos ; 
Bettws  Gam ;  Oannel ;  Baladeulyn ; 
Bwlan ;  Cuiterbury  (two) ;  Hylton 
Colliery ;  St  Ives ;  Salford ;  Bccles 
(two) ;  Acton ;  Broad  Chalke  ;  Roch- 
dale ;  Woodialls ;  Hull ;  Gillingham ; 
Chipping  Sodbury ;  Urmston ;  Water- 
side; Fort  Isaac;  Delabole;  Moorside; 
Harrow  Green ;  Wanstead ;  Dalkeith : 
Penygroes ;  Chelsea ;  Sowerby  Bridge ; 
Luddenden ;  Penicuik ;  Liverpool : 
Abergorlech;  Hill  Top;  West  Calder: 
Loanhead ;  Lancaster ;  Stanford  le  Hope : 
Barnstaple;  Dyffryn;  Ore;  Nelson: 
Padiham;  Runooro;  East  Holywell: 
Appledore ;  Pegswood ;  Talybont ;  Wins- 
f<»d;  Famworth;  BirkeiUiead;  Leith 
(two) ;  Tow  Law ;  Crook ;  New  Hills: 
Bucksbum ;  Coppenhall ;  Canoubory : 
Driffield  ;  Stanford  le  Hope ;  Nelson 
(two);  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  IINTOXICATINO  LIQUORS  ON 
j;;  I   SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Clitheroe,  in  favour,  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


Kilmarnock  Corporation  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill.  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 

Prooedue  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  |  Paper  [presented  8tli  Febroazy]  to  bp 
ot  Kilmarnock  Corporation,  ordered  to  ;  printed. 


TRANSVAAL  OOVERNMBNT  THREE  PBR 
CENT.  GUARANTEED  STOCK. 
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SUHHABT  JURISDICnOKACTS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Rule,  dated  30th 
December,  1903,  made  by  the  Lord 
Ghaacellor,  onder  Section  29  of  The 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  as  to 
the  takii^  of  Teoognissnces  by  l^e 
Qovemor  of  a  Prison  [by  Ast] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LEOTSLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1899. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  the  CSiairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  the  House  of  Commons,  under 
The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  that  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power 
Order;  the  Govan  Bur^  (Electricity) 
Order;  the  Lothians  Electric  Power 
Order ;  Part  V.  of  the  Kirkcaldy  Ccffpora- 
tion  Order ;  the  Clyde  Navigation  (Shield- 
hall  Dock)  Order ;  the  Clyde  Navigation 
(Works)  Order ;  and  the  Young  and  Bell's 
Patents  Order  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by 
Private  Bill  and  not  by  Provisional 
Order  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  40.] 

ABUY  (MILITARY  SAVINGS  BANKS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the 
Amounts  due  by  the  Public  to  Depositors 
on  31st  March,  1901,  and  of  the 
Receipts,  Interest,  and  Disbursements 
during  the  year  ended  31st  Maroh,  1902, 
etc.  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  41.] 

COMMONS  (INCL08URE  AWABljs). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  23rd  April,  1903;  Sir  John 
^runner] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPERS  LAID  UPONI  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

1.  Bank  of  Bagtand.  Copy  of  all 
applications  m^de  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  ^tid  the  Chanc^^llor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  th*^  (IJov'Tnor  Lsnd  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bonk  of  Knjiand  for 
advances  to  Govemmi-nt-  (itirhorised  by 
Parliament,  from  9th  January,  19(^,  to 
5th  January,  IVOk^by Atty,  tolie printed. 
[No.42.] 

2.  Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of 
Wilts.).  Further  Return,  relative  thereto 


[ordered  »th  August,  1901 ;  Mr.  Gr.ffUh- 
Botca.v>en\ ;  to  be  printed.  [No.  43.] 

LABOURERS'  0OTTAGE8  (IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  number 
of  Cottages  applied  for  in  every  Poor 
Law  Union  in  Ireland  under  the  latest 
completed  scheme  in  connection  with 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  together 
with  the  number  of  applications  for 
extra  half  acres  to  cottages  already  built 
under  the  Acts  under  said  scheme ;  how 
many  of  these  applications  for  Cottages 
and  extra  half  acres  were  sanctioned; 
the  amount  of  expenses  connected  with 
such  scheme ;  and  in  what  way  applied.** 
—{Mr.  (TShaughMssy.) 

THIBET  (TRADE  STATISTICS). 

Address  for  "  Return  of  Statistics  re- 
lating to  trade  with  Thibet  since  the  date 
of  the  signing  of  the  Convention  of  1890, 
giving  particulars  regarding  the  quantity, 
classiBcation,  and  value  of  the  annual 
exports  from  British  India  to  Thibet  of 
(a)  non-Indian  merchandise;  (b)  of 
Indian  merchandise ;  and  (c)  <A  e^orts 
from  Thibet  to  British  India.**~(5«r 
Manek^ee  Bhoumaggree.) 

COAL  EXPORTS,  ETC. 

Return  ordered,  "  giving,  for  the  year 
1903,  the  export  of  Coal  horn  each  port 
in  the  United  Kingdom  to  each  (Tountry 
Abroad,  together  with  summary  State- 
ments showing  the  export  of  Coal  in 
every  period  of  three  months  from  the 
principal  districts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
to  the  principal  groups  of  Foreign 
Countries ;  and  also  showing  the  quantity 
of  Coal  shipped  at  each  Port  in  the 
United  Kingdom  for  ships*  use  on  Foreign 
voyages  during  the  like  periods  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
Ill,  of  Session  1903)."— (J/r.  D.  A. 
Thomat.) 

SUNDERLAND   COUNTY  BOROUGH 
{INQUIRY  INTO  CHARITIES). 

Return  ordered,  "  comprising  (1)  the 
Reports  made  to  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners, in  the  result  of  an  Inquiry  held 
in  the  county  borough  of  Sunderland  into 
endowments,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts,  1853  to  1894. 
and  appropriated  in  whole  or  in  part  for 
^e  benefit  of  that  county  bcnough,  or  of 
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any  part  thereof,  together  with  the  Re- 
ports on  Hhioae  endowments  of  the  Com- 
mission's for  inqnirii^  oonc^mng 
Charities,  1818  to  1837;  (2)  a  Digest 
showing  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
saoh  endowments  aie  recorded  in  the 
l>ook8  of  the  Charity  CommiBsioners  in 
the  county  borough ;  and  (3)  an  Index, 
alphabetically  arranged,  of  names  and 
plaoes  mentioned  in  the  Report.** — {^^r. 

GATESHEAD  COUNTY  BOROUGH  (IN 
QUIRY  INTO  CHARITIES). 

Return  ordered,  "comprising  (1)  the 
Reports  made  to  the  Charity  CommiB- 
sKmers,  in  the  result  (rf  an  Inquiry  held 
in  the  county  borough  of  Gateshead  into 
endowments,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Charitoble  Trusts  Acta,  1853  to  1894, 
and  appropriated  in  whole  or  in  part  for 
the  benefit  of  that  county  boroi^h,  or  of 
any  part  thereof,  together  wit^  the  Re- 
porta  on  diose  endowments  of  the  Com* 
miasionerB  for  inquiring  concerning 
Charities.  1818  to  1837 ;  and  (2)  a  Digest 
flhowing  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
such  endowments  are  recorded  in  the 
books  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in 
tbe  county  borough  ;  and  (3)  an  Index 
alphabetically  arranged  of  names  and 
places  mentioned  in  the  Report.'* — {Sfr. 
Ori^-Boscawen.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSJFERS 
CIRCULATED  WITB  THE  VOTES. 

Factories  in  London. 
Sib  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, St.  Qeorge^s) :  To  ask  the  Seoietaxy 
of  State  for  the  Home  Departaient  if  he 
will  grant  a  Return  showing  -the  number 
of  factories  in  each  oE  the  fonr  London 
districts  in  the  years  1860,  1870,  1880, 
1890,  and  1900,  and  indicating  for  each 
year  the  nature  of  the  industries  in  each 
district. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  I  am  afraid  the  materials  for 
sach  A  Return  are  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  Factory  Department  of  the  Home 
Office.  As  the  hon.  Member  is  aware, 
the  London  Inspection  Districts  include 
not  only  London  but  a  very  large  area 
onteide  (at  the  present  time  they 
include  Basez,  Surrey,  Sussex,  Middle* 


sex,  Hertfordshire,  Berkshire,  BnokiDg* 
hamshire,  and  Oxfordshire) ;  and  as  the 
boundaries  of  the  districts  have  been 
much  altered  from  time  to  time  any 
figures  that  could  be  given  would  be  of 
little  value  for  comparative  purposes.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  refer  the  hon.  Moaba, 
if  he  desires  it,  to  such  information  as 
has  been  published  from  time  to  time  la 
Parliamentary  Returns  upon  the  subject. 

Lady  Factory  Inspector  for 
the  Potteriea 

Sir  CHARLES  DILEE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  oE  Dean) :  To  ask  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  inform  the  House  at  what 
date  it  is  his  intention  to  establish  in  the 
Potteries  one  of  His  Maje8ty*s  Inspectors 
of  Factories  from  the  women's  depart- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  the  stzong  reccou- 
mendation  made  by  tJie  umpire  at  the 
arbitration  last  year. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  I  have  already  taken  the  steps 
best  calculated,  in  my  opinion,  to  meet 
the  demands  of  this  case.  As  I  informed 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  last  year,t  I 
arranged  for  special  attention  to  be  paid 
to  the  Potteries  by  the  lady  inspectors  ; 
and  now  by  my  directions  one  of  them 
has  been  selected  and  given  instructions 
to  make  the  Potteries  the  centre  of  her 
duties  for  scnne  time,  and  die  is  at  present 
stationed  there. 

Unezpended  Balances, 

Mb.  J.  F.  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  can  state  the  total 
amounts  in  each  of  tiie  last  ten  years  of 
t^e  nnezpended  balances  of  Votes  nu- 
rendered  into  the  Exchequer  by  the 
various  Departments  of  Gtoremment. 

{Anmoered  by  Mr.  \A.u»ten  Chamberlain.) 
Unexpended  Balances  of  Votes  sur- 
rendered to  the  Exchequer  on 
account  of  the  year  :  1893—1, 
£566,374  3s.  Od.  ;  1894^5,  £1,082,179  98. 
Id. ;  1895-6,  £808,045  3s.  2d. ;  1896-7, 
£764,607  178.  8d.;  1897-^,  £2,120.159  9s. 
3d.;  1898-9  £735,473  4s.  lOd.;  1899- 
1900,  £1,942,402  14s.  lOd.;  1900-1901, 

t  See  (4)  Debate^  ozzTii.  997. 
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£1,427.906  78.  lid.;  1901-2.  £827,630  4b. 
4d.;  1902-3,  £1.S38.342  Os.  8d. 

OperationB  of  Iriih  Land  Act,  1903. 

Mr.  p.  a.  McHUGH  (Leitrim,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  wbethw  he  can  state,  in 
terms  of  years  purchase,  the  price  agreed 
upon  by  the  3,070  occupiers  who  have 
arranged  to  purchase  their  holdings  under 
the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903. 

{Answeredby  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Periodical 
Reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  wiU  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment in  pursuance  of  Section  23  (14)  of 
the  Act  of  1903.  An  examination  of  the 
3.070  agreements  already  lodged  with  a 
view  to  the  tabulation  of  particulars 
respectii^  the  terms  of  purchase  in  each 
case  would  entail  an  immense  amount  of 
labour  on  the  staff  of  the  Commissioners 
at  a  time  when  they  are  hardened  with 
many  onerous  duties,  and  I  would  dep- 
recate the  practice  of  oalHi^  for  volu- 
minous interim  Returns  within  so  short  a 
period  of  the  date  at  which  the  Act  came 
into  operation. 

Division  of  Orasinc  Farm  at  Island, 
Coimt7  Uayo. 

Mb.  JOHN  ODONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  negotia- 
tions have  been  entered  into  at  any  time 
with  a  landlord  of  a  large  grazing  farm  at 
Island,  near  Ballyhaunis,  oounty  Mayo, 
with  a  view  to  having  it  divided  in  such 
a  way  as  to  enlarge  th«  holdings  of  those 
tenants  whose  holdings  adjoin  it ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  there  is  any  possibility  of 
having  a  sale  effected  in  the  near  future. 

{Afmoered  by  Mr.  ffyndkam.)  Negotia- 
tions were  contemplated  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  three  years  ago  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Eqox  Bstate,  near 
Ballyhannis,  but  they  were  not  proceeded 
with.  I  am  informed  that  an  applica- 
tion has  been  received  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Crean  in 
respect  to  a  property  in  the  same 
neighbourhood.  The  Commissioners  will 
investigate  the  circumstances  with  a 
view  to  facilitate,  if  posuble,  the  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings  on  the  property.  I  am 
unable  to  say,  at  short  notice  and  ^nith- 


out  further  inquiry,  whether  this 
property  is  identical  with  that  to  which 
the  Question  has  lelecence. 

lU^t  of  W»  cn  Qrazing  Fann  at  IsUnd. 
Oounty  Mayo- 

Mb.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  tenants  on  a  small  prc^erty 
known  as  Island,  near  Ballyhaunis, 
county  Mayo,  have  been  for  many  years 
using  a  passage  across  a  grazing  farm  in 
that  townland  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing home  fuel,  that  they  have  been 
prevented  for  the  past  two  years  by  the 
grazier  who  now  holds  it,  who  was  assisted 
by  the  constabulary  in  preventdng  the 
people  from  using  1^  passes,  and  that 
there  is  a  dispute  about  the  pathway  in 
question,  he  will  give  instructions  to  the 
police  not  to  further  interfere  until  the 
case  is  disposed  of  by  a  Court  trf  law. 

{Ansteered  by  Mr,  JTyndham.)  The 
police  were  not  present  on  the  occasions 
mentioned  for  the  purpose  suggested  in 
the  Question,  but  solely  for  the  preven- 
tion of  a  breach  of  the  public  peace. 
This  is  a  duty  which  it  is  incumbent 
upon  them  to  discharge  irrespectively  of 
the  existence  of  a  dispute  between  the 
parties  in  respect  of  an  alleged  right  of 
way. 

Irish  Police  on  Duty  at  Saiiway  StatioU 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  L(sd-Lientei»nt 
of  Ireland  whether  the  regulations  issued 
to  the  police  prohibiting  them  from 
attending  railway  stations  in  Ireland 
have  been  observed  by  the  inspectors  in 
charga  of  that  force ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
their  action,  with  a  view  to  having  the 
men  who  dischi^e  no  other  than  railway 
station  duty  put  to  some  other  work. 

(Ansioered  by  Mr.  W yjidkavi .)  The 
regulations  prohibit  the  attendance  of 
the  police  at  railway  stations  unless  they 
are  specially  ordered  to  be  present  by 
reason  tA  t^e  importance  of  the  station, 
or  some  emergency  necessitating  their 
attendance.  For  these  reasons  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  give  the  Return  of 
which  notice  stands  in  the  name  oE^  the 
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lion.  Member  on  to-day's  Paper.  I  am 
inquiring  whether  l^e  regalatioitf  in  this 
reject  have  been  nniformly  obserred. 

The  Return  referred  to  is  as  follows : — 

Return  showing  tbe  names  of  railway 

stations  in  Ireland  that  are  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  to  necessitate  the 
presence  of  policemen  on  duty  in  or  near 
them;  the  names  of  stations  in  Ireland 
where  arrebts  were  made  since  the  27th 
^ril,  1903;  and  the  names  of  stations 
where  the  station-master  was  forced  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  the.  police  to  prevent 
breaches  of  the  peace  or  capture 
criminals. 

Cauonh^  of  Private  OoneqKmdence  la 
the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
RushcluSe) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  any  system  of 
censOTship  is  now  being  applied  in^the 
Transvaal  to  private  letters  or  telegrams 
within  tliat  district,  or  as  regards  the 
mails  and  telegraphic  service  to  or  from 
the  territory  and  other  parts  of  South 
Africa  or  elsewhere ;  and,  if  so,  under 
what  authority  it  is  exercised,  and  who  is 
the  official  responsible  for  such  censor- 
ship. 

{Answeredhy  Mr.  Secretary  LyUelton.)  No 
system  of  censorship  exists  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. The  hon.  Member  refers  p(«sibly 
to  the  legislation  which  formed  the  sub- 
ject of  a  reply  by  my  predecessor  to  a 
Question  on  29th  April  lastf,  and  I  am 
making  inquiry  of  the  Govonor  with  re- 
gard to  the  proposed  ameiuiment  of  tiie 
Ordinance. 


QUESTIONS  IH  THE  HOUSE. 


De  Beers  Mines,  Limited. 
Hr.  WHITLET  (Halifax):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  l^e 
Colonies  whether,  out  of  the  money  voted 
for  war  compensation,  the  sum  <^  £30»(XK) 
has  been  paid  to  De  BeersDiamond  Mines, 
Limited. 

*Tbb  financial  secretary  to 
THB  WAR   OFFICE    (Bfr.  BBo«n.ET 

Davbnport,  Cheshire,  Macclesfield) :  The 
Bumitt  question  waspaid  out  of  sums  ^  oted 

tSee  (4)  Dtbattt,  oxxi.,  786. 


in  Army  Estimates  for  1902-3,  in  return 
for  services  rendered  and  actual  expendi- 
ture incnired,  and  not  as  war  compensa- 
tion. 

Mr.  WHITLEY :  Is  the  hon.  (Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  sum  appears  in  the 
accounts  of  the  company  as  received 
for  war  compensation. 

♦Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT:  That 
would  be  incorrect.  It  was  for  services 
rendered,  and  was  voted  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  asked  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  services. 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Army  Contracts  in  Ireland- 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin.  St.  Patrick):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  last  year  it  was 
BO  arranged  that  Dublin  tailors  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  tendering  for  the  supply 
of  uniforms  for  officers  entering  the 
service;  and  that  certain  English  firms 
were  named  and  price  lists  sent  out ;  and 
whether  this  arrangement  will  be  altered 

as  to  allow  Irish  firms  the  opportanity 
of  tendering  for  supplira. 

•Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT ; 
Under  existing  arrangements  Irish  firms 
have  precisely  the  same  opportunities  as 
those  of  England,  Scotlamt,  and  Wales,  in 
submitting  price  lists  for  the  supply  of 
outfits  to  officers  joining  the  service.  A 
connderable  number  of  Irish  firms  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
and  their  lists  have  been  duly  circulated. 
A  public  intimation  was  also  made  that 
any  firm  wishing  at  any  time  to  be  added 
to  the  liitt  diould  apply  for  this  per- 
mission. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  CoUege 
Green) :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  com- 
manding officers  in  Ireland  are  recom- 
mending certain  English  firms. 

*Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT:  The 
Department  has  no  power  to  influence 
commanding  officers  in  regard  to  the 
advice  they  give  to  their  officers.  They 
can  only  supply  a  list  of  firms,  and  in  that 
they  include  Iruli^firins.  i 
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11b.  NAKNETTI :  But  is  my  Btatement 
trae.  Do  the  officers  commanding  the 
Gonnaaght  Rangers  and  the  Bngmoen 
leoommend  Bnghsh  firukB  1 

Mb.  speaker  :  Oider.'ozder  t 

HaTy  Oontvacte. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee)  :  I  beg  to 
mak  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whetiier  he  will  explain  the  reason  for 
the  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of 
posting  the  names  of  successful  tendraers 
to  the  Department. 

The  secretary  to  thb  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Sufiolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  The  posting  of  the  names  of 
suooeasful  tenderers  to  the  Admiralty 
led  to  inconvenience,  and  is  now 
mmeoeasary,  as  all  firms  who  may  have 
tendered  are  informed  whether  their 
offers  have  been  accepted  or  declined.  ^ 

H.M.S  "Centurion "-Navy  Oun  Sights. 

Mb.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Portsmouth) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  H.M.S.  "  Cienturion  " 
was  recently  commissioned  with  some  of 
her  guns  wrongly  sighted;  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy 
the  defects. 

Mb.  PRETYMAN:  All  the  *' Cen- 
turion's," guns  have  correct  sights. 
Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  fitting 
the  oldjpattern  mountings  of  the  10-inch 
gnus  with  duplicate  sights  of  a  new 
defflgn ;  it  is  hoped  to  rectify  this  shortly . 
The  original  sights  are  still  fitted  to  the 
guns  and  are  quite  accurate. 

Mr.  ^REGINALD  LUCAS :  As  this 
matter^  is  of  considerable  importance,  I 
j^oidd  like  to  ask  what  prospect  there  is 
of  the  ffiights  being  adequately  corrected 
within  a  short  time  1 

Mb.  PBBTTMAN:  I  cannot  say 
exactly  how  long  it  will  take.  It  is  a 
scientific  question,  but,  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  give  me  notice,  I  will  answer 
the  Question. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Is  the  oountiy  to  understand  that  this 
vessel  is  going  to  sea  with  incorrect 
«ght63 


Mb.  PBETYHAK:  No,  Bit;  the 
original  sights  are  correct,  and  are  still 
fitted  to  the  guns.  A  new  pattern  sight 
is  fitted  in  duplicate  which  is  not  al»o- 
lutely  correct. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Then  are  we 
to  understand  t^t  tiie  sights  that  are  to 
be  used  are  incorrect^  and  that  the  correct 
sights  are  not  to  be  used  f 


No  answer  was  returned. 

pudlaa  Eailway  Contracts  for  Germany, 

Sib  THOMAS  dew AR  (Tower  Ham- 
lets. St.  George's):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  will  ex- 
plain why  an  order  for  800  pairs  of  wheels 
and  axles  for  the  Indian  State  Railways 
was  recently  given  to  German  makers ; 
will  he  state  the  value  of  the  order  thus 
secured  by  Germany,  and  what  number 
of  Britidi  firms  competed  for  the  contract ; 
is  he  avare  that  the  last  locomotives 
made  in  Germany  for  service  on  the  Indian 
Railways  were  not  favourably  reported 
on  by  the  inspectors;  and,  if  so,  can  he 
say  whether  any  action  has  been  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  excluding  tiie  con- 
tractors from  future  tenders. 


The  secretary  op  STATE  pok 
INDIA  (Mr.  Bbodbiok,  Surrey,  Gudd- 
ford)  :  The  order  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers  was  given  to  a  (Jerman 
firm  because  their  tender  was  consider- 
ably lower  than  that  of  any  English  firm, 
and  was,  in  the  opinion  of  my  advisers, 
very  satisfactory  in  other  respects.  It 
would  be  contrary  to  the  eatablished 
practice  to  divulge  the  price  at  which  the 
German  firm  or  any  other  firm  tendered. 
I  am  not  aware  that  an  unfavourable 
report  on  the  last  locomotives  made  m 
Germany  for  Indian  Railways  has  been 
received ;  but  I  may  add  that  the  order 
in  question  was  given  by  an  Indian  Rail- 
way Company  and  not  by  me  or  by  my 
predecessor  in  office. 

Sib  CHARLES  McLAREN  (Leicester- 
shire, BoswOTth) :  Are  the  specifications 
issued  to  foreign  firms  the  same  as  those 
issued  to  ^tieAi  firms. 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  Yes,  precisely  the 
same.  - 

Digitized  byLiOOglC 


723  Qi>estum.  {COMMONS}  Qmstions. 


Sir  THOMAS  WRIGHTSON  (St.  Pan- 
craB,  E.) :  Are  the  woikmen  pud  the 
same  rate  of  wages  ? 

Hb.  BRODRIGK  :  That  I  oabnot  say. 

Mb.  BfACONOCHIS  (Aberdeen^ie,  E.): 
Is  the  right  hoa.  Oentleman  aware  that 
the  officials  of  State  railways  in 
Germany  are  prohibited  baying  material 
in  England? 

Hb.  speaker  :  Older,  order! 

Convict  Labour  for  Johannetbnif  Hines- 

Mr.  WHITLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he 
has  any  official  information  that  on  19th 
November  last  it  was  stated  to  the 
Chamber  of  Mines  in  Johannesburg  that 
the  Transvaal  Government  had  offered  a 
thousand  native  convicts  for  the  mines ; 
if  so,  was  the  ofier  accepted,  and  what  is 
the  total  number  of  convicts  so  employed. 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  colonies  (Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Warwick  and  Leamington) :  I  have 
received  no  official  information  on  the 
sabject. 

Mr.  WHITLEY :  Will  the  right  hon. 
G}«ntleman  make  inquires  in  South 
Africa  1  I  can  give  him  information. 

Mb.  LYTTELTON:  Yes,  Sir. 

Anstralian  Inunifration  Act. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether,  seeing  that  by 
the  Australian  Immigration  Act  of  1901, 
workmen  from  the  United  Kingdom  pro- 
ceeding to  Australia  under  a  contract  to 
perform  manual  laboox  are  liable,  on 
landing,  to  be  imprisoned  for  ux  months 
and  afterwards  deported,  he  will  state 
whether  any  correspondence  on  the 
subject  took  place  between  the  Imperial 
Government  and  the  Governor  General  of 
Australia  or  the  Government  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  lay  it  upon  the  Table  4^  the  House. 

•Mb.  LYTTELTON:  No.  Sir.  No 
correspondence  has  passed  with  the 
Commonwealth  Government  in  r^ard  to 
the  provision  referred  to  in  the  Australian 
Immigration  Act.  ■ 


in 

Goal  Exports. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil):  I  beg  to  ask  Hi.  Chancellor  of 
Idle  Exchequer  if  he  will  give  far  t^e  latest 
period  conveniently  available  the  quan- 
tities of  coal  exported  at  declared  values 
of  5s.  and  not  exceeding  68.,  at  6s.  and 
not  exceeding  7s.,  and  at  Ts.  and  not  ex- 
ceeding Ss.  per  ton  respectively ;  and  if 
he  has  any  official  inf ormati<m  explaining 
the  smaller  quantities  shipped  at  values 
between  68.  and  Ts. 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Austen  Chaubbbx-ain, 
Worcestershire,  E.):  I  shall  be  glad  to 
give  the  information  which  the  hon. 
Member  asks  for.  But  I  am  told  it  will 
take  some  time  to  prepare  the  figoies, 
and  I  therefore  hope  t^e  hon.  Member 
will  allow  me  to  communicate  wit^i  him 
again  as  soon  as  I  am  in  full  pooaeamon 
of  the  facts. 

Board  of  Trade  Journal- 
Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire. 
CJlevelaud) :  I  beg  to  adc  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  what 
proportions  the  weekly  Board  of  Trade 
Journal  circulates  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
Germany,  and  other  foreign  countries  re- 
spectively. 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (BIr.  Gebald  Balfour.  I^eeds. 
Central) :  Inquiries  have  been  made,  but 
it  is  not  possible  to  supply  the  informa- 
tion asked  for. 

j 

Vehicular  Accidents  in  London. 

Sib  THOMAS  DEWAR  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  will  state  the 
number  of  accidents  caused  by  covered 
vehicles  in  the  streets  of  the  Metropolis 
during  the  year  1903  which  have  re- 
sulted in  personal  injuries;  and  will 
he  say  how  many  of  such  accidenta 
have  proved  fatal. 

♦The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Hr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  There 
were,  during  1903,  1,425  accidents  caused 
by  covered  vans  in  the  streets  of  the 
Metropolis  which  resulted  in  personal 
injury.  Of  these  accidents  twenty-nine 
I  proved  fatal.         by  GoOglc 
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Pottor7  Trade  Boles. 

Sir  CHARLES  McLARBN :  I  beg  to 
aG^  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Hrane 
Department  if  the  rales  relating  to  the 
use  d  lead  glazing  in  heavy  pottery 
have  been  definitely  settled  by  him, 
or  whether  opportunity  will  be  given 
for  the  expression  of  the  views  of 
the  men  and  masters  engaged  in  the 
sanitary  ware  industry,  so  that  he 
may  consider  the  effect  of  these  regula- 
tions on  the  foreign  export  trade  in 
these  goods. 

•Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  I  have 
some  doubt  as  to  the  classes  of  earthen- 
ware to  which  the  hon.  Baronet  is  referring . 
If  he  means  those  for  which  rules  were 
reomtly  submitted  to  arbitration,  the 
rales  are  settled  by  award  on  the  Arbitra- 
tion after  full  opportunity  for  a  hearing 
has  been  given  to  the  masters  and  men 
of  all  the  firms  affected  by  the  rules  who 
desire  it.  As  regards  other  branches  of 
the  earthenware  trade,  any  representa- 
tions which  may  be  made  to  me  shall  be 
carefully  oonadered. 

OoUections  for  the  Belief  of  the  Working 
Classes. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  letter  of  the  Home 
Secretary  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, dated  11th  May,  1842,  provided 
that  the  money  collected  in  the  several 
parishes  at  the  instance  of  the  clergy  for 
the  relief  of  the  working  classes  in 
England  and  Scotland  should  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of,  and  be  accounted  for 
by,  the  Bank  of  England,  he  will  make 
farther  inquiry  to  aecertMU  how  the 
balance  of  £12,552  10s.  3d.  remaining  in 
June,  1844,  when  the  account  was  closed, 
came  to  be  reduced  to  £4,965  7s.  lOd.  in 
1874 ;  and  what  has  become  of  this  latter 
sum. 

•Mb.  AKBRS  DOUGLAS :  The  hon. 
Member  pat  a  series  of  Questions  to  me 
last  year  on  this  subject,  and  after 
making  all  the  inquiries  I  could  without 
obtaining  the  information  necessary  for 
an  answer  in  every  detail,  I  replied  to  a 
Question  similar  to  the  present  onef  that 


tSee(4)  DebakM,  oxxvii.,  11S8. 


I  had  no  power  to  pursae  the  matter 
further.   I  can  only  repeat  that  reply. 

Pay  of  Bnral  Postmen  in  Devonshire- 
Mr.  scares  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-GeneraU 
whether  he  is  aware  there  are  established 
rural  postmen  in  North  Devon  who  have 
served  their  time  in  the  Army  and  are 
now  receiving  wages  of  IBs.  per  week, 
whilst  the  wages  paid  to  police  constables 
of  the  tUid  class  in  the  same  district 
amounts  to  21s,  per  week ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  effect  upon 
recruiting  for  the  Army,  he  will  state 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

The  postmaster-general  (Lord 
^TAHtBY,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) : 
Yes.  I  am  aware  that  there  are 
lished  rural  postmen  who  have  served 
their  time  in  the  Army  and  are  now 
receiving  wages  of  16s.  a  week.  1  am 
naturally  averse  to  doing  anything  which 
might  be  considered  either  unfair  to 
ex-soldiers— or  detrimental  to  recruiting 
—but  as  the  wages  of  the  established 
postmen  generally  and  of  certain  other 
classes  of  Post  Office  employees  are  now 
being  examined  by  a  Comnuttee  ap- 
pointed by  my  predecessor,  I  must  defer 
the  consideration  of  any  question  affect- 
ing the  rate  of  pay  of  these  classes  until 
I  have  received  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Postmen's  Compassionate  Gtratnitiea. 

Mr.  SOARES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
mastei-Cteneral  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  make  any  provision  in  this  year's 
Estimates  for  grants  of  compassionate 
gratuities  to  anestablished  postmen  who 
have  been  discharged  through  ill-health ; 
and,'  if  so,  of  what  nature. 

Lord  STANLEY:  It  is  proposed  to 
make  provision  in  the  Estimates  lor 
1904-5  for  ^e  grant  of  imall  compas- 
sionate gratuities,  at  the  discretion  <A  the 
Postmaster-General,  to  unestablished 
officers  of  the  Post  Office  who  retire 
through  ill-health  or  age  with  not  'less 
than  fifteen  years  service  who  are 'in 
need  of  assistance,  and  who  are  not 
eligible  lor  any  award  under  the  Super- 
annuation Acts,  If  Parliament  sanctions 
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ibs  proposed  pEOTuioii,  I  shall  be  enabled 
to  meet  nnmerooB  casu  of  hatdsbip  for 
which  at  present  no  remedy  is  available. 
But  in  order  to  avoid  disappointment, 
I  mast  add  that  I  fear  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  apply  the  grant  to  cases  of 
retirement  before  the  31st  March  next. 

nndergroondl  Telecraphic  Oables. 

Sib  JOHN  LENG :   I  beg  to  ask 

the  Fostmaster-Qeneral  if  he  will 
state  what  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  underground  telegraphic  cables  to 
the  North  of  England  and  Scotland ;  and 
when  it  is  expected  they  will  reach 
Edinbui^h,  Glasgow.  Dundee,  and 
Aberdeen. 

LoBD  STANLEY:" The  line  of  pipes 
for  the  undeq^nnd  cable  now  runs 
oontinuously  from  London  to  CWlisle, 
and  a  section  of  nineteen  miles  has  also 
been  laid  over  the  Beattock  incline  in 
Scotland.  By  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  a  double  line  of  pipes  will  also  have 
been  laid  from  Manchester  to  Leeds ;  the 
permanent  cable  will  be  ready  for  use  as 
far  as  Warrington,  and  it  may  have  been 
possible  to  draw  in  temporary  cables 
between  Manchester  and  Leeds.  I  can- 
not at  present  state  when  the  under- 
ground cables  will  reach  the  places 
named,  but  I  shall  endeavour  to  expedite 
their  construction. 

Cork  PostiOftce. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  ;(Cork) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Fostmaster-General  whether 
he  will  state  what  steps,  if  any,  have 
been  taken  to  improve  the  heating  of  the 
Cork  Tel^raphio  Office  nnce  two  com- 
plaints were  made  by  the  atafi  in  the 
form  of  petitions  to  the  postanaster. 

Lord  STANLEY:  On  receipt  of  the 
first  petition,  steps  were  at  once  taken  to 
improve  matters,  but  these  unfortunately 
proved  inadequate.  A  plan  has  now 
been  suggested  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  placing  radiators  in  the 
Instrument  Rooms.  This,  it  is  hoped, 
will  afford  the  desired  improvement. 

Glencar  Road  Dispute. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  Congested  Districts 
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Board  sanctioned  a  grant  of  £60  towaidi 
constructing  a  road  at  Olencar,  county 
Kerry,  on  condition  that  it  was  to  be 
maintained  by  the  county  council,  and 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
since  declared  it  to  be  ill^al  to  main- 
tain this  road  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers,  he  will  state  what  steps  he 
{voposes  to  take  to  prevent  this  road 
retaming  to  its  original  state,  and  tike 
conaeqnent  loss  of  pablio  money. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  WmDHAM,  Dover):  The 
auditor  disallowed  payment  of  this  ex- 
penditure on  the  ground  that  the  road 
was  not  a  public  road  within  the  meaning 
of  the  statute.  The  Local  Government 
Board  subsequently  remitted  the  sur- 
charge, on  appeal.  In  order  to  avoid  a 
similar  disallowance  hereafter  the  county 
council  should  reconstruct  the  road  so  as 
to  bring  it  within  tiie  provimons  of  Section 
55  of  the  6  ft  7  Will.  IV.  cap.  U6. 

Irish  Drainage  Loans. 

Me.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford.  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  conditions 
under  which  tenant  purchasers  labour  in 
the  matter  oi  drainage  charges  on  estates 
now  being  offered  for  sale ;  and  whether, 
in  his  amending  Bill,  he  can  hold  out 
any  hope  of  so  lengthening  the  period  of 
repayment  of  these  drainage  loans  as  to 
reduce  the  present  drainage  tax  within 
more  moderate  limits. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Loans  for  drainage 
works  are  authorised  by  special  Acts,  and 
the  question  of  an  extension  of  the  period 
within  which  such  loans  are  repayable 
could  only  be  considered  in  connection 
with  legislation  designed  to  amend  these 
Acts. 

Irish  Drainace  Boards- 

Me.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
power  exists  for  inquiry  into  the 
working  and  management  of  drainage 
boards  in  Ireland ;  to  what  department 
of  State  complaints  of  overcharges  and 
extravagance  in  expenditure  should  be 
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directed ;  and  will  he  indicate  to  whom 
mch  complaints  should  in  the  fiist 
iastanoe  be  addressed. 

.  Mb.  mniBHAH:  In  oaaeof  negleot 
to  muntain  the  dxainage  the  Beam  of 

Works  may  intervene  either  of  their  own 
motion  or  on  the  complaint  of  any 
person  a^frieved.  Such  a  complaint 
should  be  addr^sed  to  the  Secretary, 
Board  of  Works.  If  wrongful  administra- 
tion of  funds  is  alleged,  an  action  would 
lie  agunst  the  members  d  ^e  drainage 
board;  or  the  electors  might  turn  tiiem 
out  at  the  next  election. 

BIb.  J.  P.  FABRELL:  The  complaint 
is  against  the  ofiicials  of  eztravaganoe  in 
management.  . 

Mb.  WTNDHAM  :  Then  turn  out  the 
board. 

BIb.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  To  whom  can 
we  api>ly  for  redress  ?  I  will  put  down 
another  Question. 

King-Harman  Estate- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  if 
the  sale  of  the  Eing-Harman  Bstate  at 
Kenagh,  county  Longford,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Estate  Commissioners ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Robert 
Armstrong,  of  Eenagh,  formerly  tenant 
of  Creagh  on  the  estate,  has  claimed  the 
right  to  purchase  his  former  holding  on 
l^e  estate ;  and  will  he  direct  the  Estate 
Commissioners  to  take  Mr.  Armstrong's 
case  into  theii  consideration  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  this  property. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  proceedings  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  this  estate  to 
the  EiStates  Commissioners  have  not  yet 
been  concluded.  The  replies  to  the 
remainder  of  the  Question  are  in  the 
affirmative. 

CliineBe  Labour  in  the  TransraaL 

Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of  the  undertaking  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the^knies 
that  no  final  sanction  ah&W  be  given  to 
the  proposed  importation  of  Chinese 
labour   into  the  Transvaal  until  the 


matter  has  been  fully  discussed  in  this 
House,  he  can  state  how  soon  after  the 
oonolufiion  of  the  debate  on  the  Address 
opportonities  for  disounion  will  be  given. 

Sib  CHARLES  McLAREN:  At  the 
same  time  may  I  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  when  an  opportunity  will 
be  given  to  the  House  of  expressing 
an  opinion  on  Chinese  labour  in  the 
Transvaal  Colony. 

Mb.  STDHET  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar) :  Before  the  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man answers,  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 

the  telegram  which  appears  in  The  Times 
of  to-day,  dated  Pretoria,  "In  conse- 
quence of  communications  received  from 
the  Home  Government,  the  Legislative 
Council  have  decided  to  postpone  taking 
any  steps  in  regard  to  the  importation  ol 
native  labour,  is  correct. 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON:  No,  Sir.  Sofaras 
I  know,  that  postponement  must  be  due 
to  something  I  am  not  acquainted  with. 
My  belief  is  that  the  Ordinance  will  pass 
its  Third  Beading  to-day. 

Sir  H.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  have  to  ask  when 
the  evidence  taken  before  the  Labour 
(Dommission  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members.  Is  it  accessible,  for  there 
appears  to  be  only  one  copy  ?  Is  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  aware  that  there 
is  no  official  copy  of  the  Ordinance  to 
which  the  House  is  asked  to  give  ap- 
proval? The  Paper  has  been  printed, 
but  it  is  not  in  the  hands  of  Members  yet, 
which  indicates  the  enormous  number  of 
alterations  made  upon  it  since  it  was  first 
introduced.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  no  doubt  give  ^ect  to  this  consider- 
ation if  he  is  going  to  fix  a  day  for  the 
discussion. 

•Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  I  think  that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  had  better  answer 
the  detailed  Question  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

•Mr.  LTTTBLTON  :  The  evidence  has 
been  printed,  and  four  copes  oE  it  are  in 
the  library  of  the  House  of  Commons  and 
two  copies  in  the  House  of  liords.  The 
Ordinance  as  amended  was  in  the  Blue- 
book,  but  the  Amendments  ^  ^^efii^^^ot 
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actaally  printed  in  the  same  document 
as  the  original  Ordinance,  but  we  have 
since  then  done  that.  The  Oidinance. 
therelore,  now  stands,  and  was  in  the 
hands  of  Members  yesterday  in  its  final 
shape. 

Sib  H.  CAUPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 

In  this  Paper  the  last  telegram  is  Febru- 
ary 6,  from  Lord  Milner  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  enclosing  an  innumerable 
quantity  of  Amendments  which  cannot 
possibly  be  embodied  in  any  document 
in  the  hands  of  Members. 

•Mb.  LYTTELTON:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  so,  but  my  infonoaldon 
is  to  the  ^mtmiy. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
This  document  has  only  now  become 
available  to  hon.  Members  in  the  Vote 
Office,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  circulated. 
It  contains  no  fewer  than  five  pages  of 
new  Amendments  sent  by  Lord  Milner, 
dat«d  6th  February,  and  the  copy  of  the 
Ordinance  is  not  t^cial,  for  it  is  beaded 
"reconstructed  according  to  the  tele- 
grams." Is  the  House  to  understand 
that  this  is  really  a  fulfilment  of  the 
pledge  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
last  week  that  hon.  Members  should  have 
a  full  and  official  copy  of  the  Ordinance 
as  passed  by  the  Transvaal  Legislative 
Council  ? 

SiK  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries 
Burghs) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  of  the  size  and  character  of  the 
documents  in  the  library,  and  does  he 
think  hon.  Members  can  fairly  weigh  the 
evidence  contained  in  them  lor  the  pur- 
poses of  debate  in  the  next  two  or  tbree 
days? 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  The  debate  is  not 
anticipated  until  next  week.  The 
volume,  I  admit,  is  bulky,  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  has  frequently  had  to 
deal  with  more  bulky  documents  in  a 
very  much  shorter  time. 

Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  We  are  not  all  lawyers. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  think  that  the 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  this  volume 
with  reasonable  brevity  will  be  easy  for 


hon.  Members  opposite,  even  if  they  do  not 
belong  to  the  legal  profession.  There  are 
two  Reports  of  the  OommiaaicHi,  the  nuft- 
orily  and  majority ;  and  i«aotically  all 
the  points  at  issue  which  are  of  import- 
ance are  carefully  grouped,  and  referenoe 
is  made  to  the  evidence.  With  the  great 
bulk  of  the  evidence  the  hon.  and  leuned 
GenUeman  need  have  no  dealings. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
How  long  will  it  take  hon.  Members,  four 
at  a  time,  to  have  an  opportanity  oi' 
considering  this  docoment  t 

•Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  I  can  make 
no  promise  of  any  other  day  for  the 
discussion  than  the  opportunity  which 
may  be  afforded  next^week. 

Major  SEELY  :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  Government  propose  to  give  their- 
final  sanction  to  the  Ordinance  immedi- 
ately after  the  disoossion  on  the  Address  ? 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  The  ri^t 

hon.  Gentleman  speaks  of  the  opportunity 
which  may  be  afforded  next  week.  May 
we  assume  that  an  opportunity  will  be 
given  on  the  Address  next  week  to  dis- 
cuss tbe  question  ? 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
We  riiould  very  much  prefer  to  have  a 
clean  and  separate  opportunity.  That  is 
what  we  asked  for  before. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  explained  fully 
to  the  House  three  or  four  d&ya  ago  that 
it  was  in  deference  to  a  letter  written 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  that  the 
unusual  course  was  taken  to  introduce  a 
suspensory  clause  in  the  Ordinance  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  its  - 
coming  into  operation  until  the  House 
had  an  opportunity  of  disoossing  the 
matter.  I  pointed  out  the  opportunity 
which  would  be  given  to  hon.  Members 
to  raise  whatever  Amendments  they 
pleased  on  the  Address;  and  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  it  is  not  proposed  to 
extend  that  undertaking  any  further. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
We  never  accepted  that.  The  right  1m». 
Gentleman  is  giving  an  opportunity 
which  in  effect  is  nothing  given  by  him> 
because  it  is  something  we  have  in  our 
own  hands.  r\r\i^\t:> 
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Boyal  OMBmiasioB  on  Trade  DispatM. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAlfUEL :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  how 
many  sittings  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  Law  aSectiug  Trade  Disputes  has  held 
^nce  its  appointment;  and,  when  the 
Report  of  the  Commission  is  likely  to  be 
presented. 

*Mb.  AEERS  DOUGLAS :  The  Com- 
mi88i<m  has.  so  far,  held  <mly  private 
•ittingB,  but  it  viU  meet  very  shortly  to 
take  evidence.  It  is  impossible  to  say 
when  the  Report  will  be  presented. 


NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 
The  honourable  Alban  George  Henry 
Gibbs  for  City  of  London.  * 

Joseph  Bobbie,  esquire,  Ayr  District  of 
Bntghs. 


fiEW  BILLS. 


SMALL  DWELLINGS  (ACQUISITION)  BILL. 

*'  To  amend  the  provisions  of  the  Small 
Dwellings  Aoquintion  Act,  1899,"  pre- 
sented by  Sir  Thomas  Wrightson;  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Claude  Hay,  Mr.  Graham, 
Mr.  Peel,  Sir  Alfred  Hickinan,  Captain 
Jessel,  Mr.  Moon,  Mr.  Pike  Pease,  Mr. 
Oollii^s,  and  Mr.  Griffith-Boscawen;  to 
be  r^d  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
19th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  44.] 

HIGHWAYS  BILL. 
"To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Highways,"  presented  by  Mr.  i  Henry 
Hobhoose;  supported  by  Sir  Jolm 
Dorington,  Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice, 
Mr.  Bill,  BIj.  Heywood  Johnstone,  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Lewis;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday,  29th  February,  and  to 
be  printed.   [Bill  45.] 

ROMAN  CATHOUO  DISABILITIES 
REMOVAL  BILL. 

"  To  abolish  Disabilities  still  affecting 
Roman  Catholics  in  the  United  King- 
dom," presented  by  Mr.  M'Kean;  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Captain  Donelan,  Lord  Edmund 
Talbot.  Mr.  WUliam  Redmond,  Mr. 
Joseph  Devlin,  Mr.  James  Hope,  and  Mr. 
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Clancy ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  22i^  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  46.] 

WAGES  BOARDS  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
Wages  Boards,"  presented  by  Sir  Charles 
Dilke;  supported  by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  John 
Bums,  Mr.  McKenna,  Mr.  Tennant,  and 
Mr.  Trevelyan ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Friday,  25th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  47.] 

WILD  BIRDS  PROTECTION  ACTS  AMEND. 
MENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Wild  Birds  Protection 
Acts,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton; 
supported  by  Sir  John  Stirling-Maxw^l, 
Sir  Robert  Reid,  Colonel  Loclnrood,  and 
Sir  Edward  Grey ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  48.] 

JURY  ACTS  (IRELAND)  BILL 
"  To  amend  the  Jury  Acts  in  Ireland," 
presented  by  Mr.  John  Campbell;  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr. 
Patrick  Aloysius  McHugh,  and  Mr. 
O'ShaughneMy;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday,  22nd  March,  and  to 
be  printed.  [Bill  49.] 

CONTEMPT  OF  COURT  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  of  Contempt  of 
Court  in  Lreland,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Sheehy ;  supported  by  Mr.  Clancy  and  Mr. 
Patrick  Aloysius  M'Hugh;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  29th  April, 
and  to  be.'printed.  [Bill  50.] 

IRISH  UGHTB  BOARD  BILL 

"To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Irish  Lights  Board,"  presented  by  Captain 
D<melan;  supported  by  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr. 
Field,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Doogan,  Mr.  James 
O'Connor,  and  Bfr.  Nannetti ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday,  6th  May, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  51 .] 

CONSPIRACY  (IRELAND)  BILL 

"  To  amend  the  Law  of  Conspiracy  in 
Ireland,"  presented  by  Mr.  Doogan ; 
supported  by  Captain  Donelan,  Mr. 
Thomas  O'Donnell,  Mr.  Condon,  Mr, 
Patrick  Aloysius  McHugh,  Mr.  Kilbride, 
and  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  to  be  read  a 
eeoond  time  upon  Friday,  11th  March, 
and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  52^ 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (KING'S 
SPEECH.   MOTION  FOR  AN  ADDRESS). 

Ordered,  "  That  the  proceedings  on  the 
Addiees  in  Answer  to  His  Majesty's 
Speech  shall,  until  concluded,  have 
precedence  of  all  other  Ciders  of  the  Day 
and  of  Notices  of  Motion  at  all  Sittings 
for  which  they  are  set  down." — {Mr. 
Secretary  Akers  DatgUa.) 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOB  AN 
ADDBB8S). 

[Sixth  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 

debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty.^as  followetb : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign^  — 

We,  Tour  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  ofier  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament." — {Mr.  Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"At  the  «m1  of  the  Qaestion,  to  add  the 
worda, '  But  it  is  our  doty,  howerer,  hombly  to 
reraeaant  to  Your  Majesty  that  oar  effeotive 
deliberation  on  the  fliianoi^  servioe  of  the  vear 
is  impaired  by  oonfliotlng  declaratiooB  from 
Your  Majee^  8  MiniBterB.  We  reepectfall^ 
submit  to  Tour  Majeety  the  judgment  of  this 
House  tliat  the  removal  of  protective  duties 
has  for  more  than  half  a  ceutoiy  active^  con- 
duoed  to  the  vast  extenuon  of  the  trade  and 
oommenw  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of 
its  population;  and  this  House  believes  that, 
while  the  needs  of  social  improvement  are  still 
manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the 
food  of  the  people,  would  be  deeply  injurious 
to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and 
well-being." — (Mr.  John  Morley.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  adifted  .** 

*Mb.  pike  pease  (Darlington) : 
Mr.  Speaker,  as  regards  the  Amendment 
moved  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  in  my  humble  opinion  it  is 
necessary  to  ask  ourselves  two  questions 
— whether  it  wiU  be  absolutely  necessary 
in  this  country  to  continue  a  policy 
absolutely  different  to  every  country 
on  earth  without  exception,  and  what 


our  answer  should  be  to  the  colonies.  I 
also  ask  hon.  Members  of  this  Uooae 
wheUier  they  consider  it  possible  that  it 
might  be  in  the  interests  of  this  country 
to  put  a  small  duty  on  manufactured  goods 
if  it  seraoed  certain  that  t^ere  wonld 
be  a  transference  of  a  large  amount  of 
trade  from  a  foreign  country  to  our  own. 
I  should  just  like  to  mention  a 
point  I  referred  to  last  night ;  it  was  in 
reference  to  a  question  of  a  very  la^ 
steel  Older,  an  onler  for  steel  approximat- 
ing £100,000.  If  a  bounty  fed  country 
quoted  £99,000,  and  an  ironmaster 
in  this  country,  whose  works  were  not 
working  full  time,  who  owns  lime- 
stone quarries,  ironstone  mines, 
blast  furnaces  and  steel  rolling  mills 
quoted  £100,000,  does  it  not  seem 
arguably  reasonable  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  us  to  put  2  per  cent.duty  on  the  foreign 
material  and  transfra  the  order  to  this 
country  ?  It  is  not  only  a  question  of  the 
loss  of  that  £1,000  to  the  individual,  but 
it  means  labour  to  the  extent  of  between 
£60,000  and  £70,000  remaining  in  this 
country,  and  also  means  rates  to  be  paid 
on  that  order  instead  of  not  being  paid  at 
alt.  We  have  received  during  the  last 
two  or  three  months  in  this  country  a  very 
great  array  of  figures,  and  last  night  I 
mentioned  one  or  two.  They  were 
in  reference  to  the  income-tax,  and 
I  see  in  the  report  on  the  few  remarks 
thati  made  inThe  7*ime«  there  is  a  mistake 
in  reference  to  these  figures.  I  said  that 
tha  hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite 
had  made  reference  to  the  fact  that  we  had 
increased  the  amount  obtained  from  in- 
come-tax enormously  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  I  think  that  is  something  which 
may  be  considered  gratifying.  At  t^e 
same  time  the  population  of  this  coimtry 
has  increased  about  1  per  cent,  per 
annum,  or  10  per  cent,  for  the  last 
ten  years.  The  income-tax  returns 
showed  an  increase  of  about  the  same. 
At  the  same  time  during  tiie  last  ten  yean, 
the  income-tax  returns  of  G^ermany  show 
an  increase  of  25  per  cent.  The  great 
question,  however,  is  the  future.  Do 
Members  of  this  House  believe  we  have  a 
serious  aspect  to  look  to  in  the  future ; 
are  not  all  our  difficulties  with  regard 
to  foreign  competition  more  likely  to 
be  increased  in  the  future  than  decreased  t 
It  has  been  said  many  times  that  we  are 
getting  over  the  diffici^^^^ ponging 
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our  industries.  I  pointed  out  last  night 
the  very  great  difficulties  there  are  with 
regard  to  changing  industries.  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  miziBg  with  a 
very  large  number  of  boaness  men,  and, 
before  I  came  into  this  House,  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  managing  foi  many  years 
blast  furnace  worlra  of  considerable  nze ; 
and  I  can  assure  this  House  thatthemoney 
is  practically  lost  if  an  industry  stops.  Of 
course,  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  say  and 
know  there  is  considerable  amount  of 
difference  of  opinion  on  this  side  of  the 
-House.  It  would  be  a  pity  if  we  had 
lazy  uniformity  of  political  opinion,  but  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  who  leads 
on  the  opposite  rade  of  the  House  knows 
they  have  not  that  unanimity  on  that 
side. 

It  was  said  by  my  right  hon.  friend,  who 
made  a  great  speech  last  nij^t,  that  pro- 
tection was  for      benefit  of  the  producer 

at  the  expense  of  the  consumer. 
In  my  opinion,  there  never  was  a 
more  false  statement  made.  An  hon. 
Gentleman  below  me  says  it  was  the 
Government's  opinion.  I  said  a  moment 
ago  that  we  did  not  agree  entirely  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  mentioned  tiiis  fttct  does 
not  agree  with  his  friends  on  a  great  many 
other  matters.  In  regard  to  the  question 
of  benefiting  the  producer,  the 
leading  ironmaster  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Hugh  Bell,  who  has  written 
many  letters  to  The  Times,  does  not  for  a 
moment  admit  that  the  benefit  will  go  to 
the  prodncei.  He  has  often  said — I 
know  him  personally  very  well,  and  res- 
pect hira — that  protection  would  ruin 
the  iron  trade  altogether.  Therefore,  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  below  me  will 
agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  many  Mem- 
bers who  do  not  agree  with  me.  Lord  Rose- 
bery  said  the  ot^er  day  that  protection 
meant  no  improvement  of  methods  in 
this  country,  but  I  think  his  Lordship 
cannot  have  taken  the  trouble  to  go  to 
the  United  States  or  (Jermany.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  who  spoke 
last  night,  spoke  in  regard  to  technical 
education,  and  I  will  admit  that  Germany 
is  far  ahead  of  us  in  regard  to  technique  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  he  will 
also  admit  that  Germany  is  far  ahead  of 
us  in  regard  to  methods ;  and  it  is  a 
very  simple  reason  why.    The  reason  is 


that  Germany  protects  her  industries. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  during  the  last 
few  months  with  regard  to  damping.  I 
say  damping  has  discoursed  enterprise- 
in  this  country.  If  two  men  go  into- 
partnerdiip,  and  cannot  market  f  w 
the  future,  they  are  not  likely  to  spend 
money  in  a  large  way  on  plant.  If  they 
spend  a  great  deal  of  money  over  their 
plant,  and  put  up  the  best  inventions- 
they  can  find,  is  it  not  natural  t^ey  should 
wish  some  security  for  l^eir  market? 
But  if  some  foreign  countries  can  send 
goods  into  their  market  at  a  very  much 
lower  than  cost  price,  there  is  not 
much  encouragement  for  enterprise. 
I  believe  the  enterprise  of  individuals— 
not  municipal  enterprise — is  dying.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Gates- 
head spoke  with  regard  to  the  dumping 
of  coal,  at  Gateshead  election,  and,  asked 
if  he  were  in  favour  of  it,  said  yes,  because- 
it  was  in  favour  of  the  consumer.  I  think 
be  would  find  no  other  miner  in  favour 
of  the  dumping  of  coal.  Some  people 
do  not  quite  realise  the  importance 
of  industries  of  this  country  to  the  coal 
industry.  I  believe  it  is  true  that  one 
small  blast  furnace  uses  as  much  coal 
as  a  town  of  60,000  inhabitants  for 
household  purposes. 

^Now  I  should  like  to  say  one  word 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  wages.  It 
has  been  said  truly  that  the  average 
wage  of  Germany  is  less  than  in  England, 
and  many  men  work  longer  hours,  that 
also  is  true.  But  I  cannot  see  that  it 
can  be  argued  that  if  you  give  an  impetus 
to  industries  in  this  country  that  wages 
would  fall.  It  is  absolately  certain  that 
they  would  rise  ;  and  it  is  perfectly  certain 
that  some  of  these  industries  which  are  at 
the  present  moment  receding,  would 
benefit.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  supply 
and  demand.  It  was  said  two  years  ago 
that  one-third  of  the  population  was  on 
the  point  of  hunger.  B  that  statement 
is  true,  anyone  who  has  watched  the 
terrible  state  of  things  in  many  parts 
of  England,  and  especially  in  London,, 
will  believe  me  when  I  say  it  would 
not  be  wonderful  at  the  present  time 
if  one-half  were  on  the  verge  of  hunger. 
We  had  yesterday  a  statement  with 
regard  to  retaliation,  and  I  forgone, 
who  am  a  follower  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham, would  never  be  aati^^  ^yrijth 
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a  Btatemeat  such  as  we  had  yesteiday. 
It  may  be  there  are  Members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  who  are  satisfied  with  re- 
taliation as  we  understand  it ;  but  90  per 
cent,  of  the  commercial  classes  of  this 
country  are  in  favour  of  some  fiscal 
reform  of  some  kind ;  they  are  not 
entirely  satisfied  witih  our  fiscal  system 
as  it  is  to-day.  Among  the  Conservative 
and  Unionist  Party  in  liiis  country  I 
believe  that  five  out  of  six  are  in  favour 
of  the  proposals  of  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  t^e  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
I  do  not  mean  that  they  are  ueceuioily 
agreed  with  every  point.  I  mean  that 
they  are  anxious  that  some  arrange- 
ment should  be  come  to  with  our  colonies. 
I  do  not  personally  believe  that  the 
British  star  is  setting,  and  I  do  not  believe 
we  are  descending  into  a  fifth-rate  Power, 
or  that  all  industries  are  decaying, 
knowing  as  I  do  the  enormous  volume 
of  our  trade.  I  believe  also  it  is 
quite  impossible  that  Australia  would 
leave  ns.  Her  monetary  obligations 
axe  BO  great  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  her  to  leave  us  if  she 
wished.  And  at  the  present  time  in 
Australia^  there  is  a  firm  wish  to  bind  us 
closer  together.  These  views  are  held 
by  a  very  large  number  of  Liberals  in 
this  country.  Lord  Boseb^,  in  a 
speech  at  Leeds,  said  that,  on  the  grounds 
of  commercial  interwts  alone,  the  question 
was  worthy  of  consideration  by  our 
great  commercial  community.  I  do  not 
think  anyone  can  argue  against  that.  I 
stated  last  night  that  the  amount  of 
money  which  came  in  from  the  Colonies 
doling  the  last  thirty  years  and  from  the 
Transvaal  was  between  £1,000,000,000 
and  £1,500,000,000;  and'l  think  there 
are  a  great  many  people  who  do  not 
realise  the  great  possibilities  of  the 
Transvaal.  A  preference  of  50  per 
cent,  might  give  an  enormous  impetus 
to  hundreds  of  trades  in  this  country. 
It  is  said  "What  will  you  get  in 
return  ? "  and  I  must  admit  that 
is  a  difficult  question ;  but  anyone 
who  knows  the  feeing  of  the  colonies,  i 
in  Cape  Colony,  Natal,  and  the  Transvaal,  | 
knows  this :  they  will  not  demand  a  "quid  \ 
pro  quo. 

I  should  just  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  with  regard  to  the  com  tax.  I 
was  one  who  was  always  opposed  to  the 
com  tax.   I  voted  for  it  because  it  was 

Mr.  FUu  Ptase. 


a  war  tax,  but  when  the  war  was  over 
I  refused  to  vote  for  it.    I  went  to  the 
then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
told  him  how  pleased  I  was  he  was  going 
to  take  it  ofE.      But  at  the  present 
moment  I  think  the  question  has  changed 
altogether ;  and  I  think  it  is  for  the 
interests  of  this  country  for  us  to  put  a 
duty  of   2b.   on  foreign  com  coming 
into  this  country.    I  think  I  can  g^ve 
this  House  a  remarkable  fact  with  re- 
ference to  this.    The  average  taxation 
and  rates  on  land  in  this  country  whicli 
grow  a  quarter  of  wheat  is  practically  25.; 
and,  therefore,  at  the  present  time  we  are 
giving  America  an  advantage  of  28.  a 
quarter  on  all  com  that  comes  into  this 
country  againt  the  home  producer.  Now, 
in  reference  to  that,  of  course  it  will  be 
said  that  we  propose  giving    a  great 
benefit  to  Canada,  and  that  is,  I  beUeve, 
absolutely  true ;  and  I  believe  it  is  in 
the  interests  of  the  country  we  should 
do  so.    I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
a  Canadian  of  some  experience  during 
the  last  two  days,  and  I  believe  honestly 
there  is  no  question  this  development 
will  not  take  place  in  Canada  imless  some 
arrangement  of  this  kind  is  made  ;  and 
anyone  who  listened  to  the  speech  the 
Prime  Minister  made  to  the  deputation 
on  the  16th  May  last,  will  realise  what  an 
important  thing  it  is  for  us  to  develop 
Canada,  if  we  can.   We  know  the  la^ 
area  of  land  there  is  that  could  grow 
com,  and  I  believe  hon.  Members  opposite 
who  are  keen  on  keeping  up  the  Sinking 
Fund,  mtist  agree  that  no  better  plan 
could  be  arranged  for  carrying  out  such 
process.    Canada  has  taken  an  interest 
in  this  question  for  a  very  long  time.  I 
remember  when  I  first  had  the  honour 
of  being  elected  to  this  House,  I  put  these 
proposals  of  fib.  Chamberlain  in  my 
election  address ;  and  I  received  a  message 
of  more  or  less  congratulation*  from  a 
Canadian  in  regard  to  that  matter,  show- 
ing how  keen  Canadians  were  at  that  time 
in  reference  to  it.    [An  Hon.  Mshbeb 
laughed.]   The  hon.  Member  laughs  in 
regard  to  that,  but  I  think  it  rather  re- 
markable that  snoh  an  interest  should  be 
taken  in  the  election  of  an  insignificant 
Member,  and  that  the  trouble  should  be 
taken  in  Canada  to  read  his  address. 
Mr.  Gladstone  said  a  long  time  ago  that 
this  questdon  of  the  com  tax  and  of  the 
price  ot  bread  was  not>so  important  as 
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%e  question  of  having  the  money  to  buy 
the  bread.  I  believe  there  is  the  chance 
of  a  very  great  development  in  Canada, 
Australia,  and  in  the  Transvaal. 

There  was  one  question,  however,  dealt 
with  very  ably  last  night,  and  that  was  the 
question  of  Canadian  iron.    It  is  a  very 
diflScult  question.    I  have  watched  it  for 
years,  and  I  know,  by  the  amount  of 
bounty,  that  it  will  become  a  very  much 
more  serious  question  in  the  future.  I  can- 
not see  that  these  proposals  will  make  the 
matter  any  worse,  and  it  is  possible  some 
arrangement  may  be  come  to.    At  the 
present  time  the  amount  of  bounty  paid 
to  the  Canadian  producer  allows  him  to 
sendiron  into  this  country  at  a  ridiculously 
low  price,  and,  if  transit  were  simpler, 
it  could  be  sent  at  a  price  no  producer  in 
this   country  could   possibly  compete 
with.   The  other  difficulty  is  the  ques- 
tion of  partly  manuiaotuxed  goods.  This 
is  a  question  very  difficult  to  get  over, 
but  it  is  got  over  by  every  country  in  the 
world  except  ourselves.    It  is  often  said 
we  are  going  back  to  protection,  to  large 
duties  on  com ;  but  we  can  only  go  back, 
I  believe,  by  the  will  of  the  people ;  and 
I  should  be  surprised  to  see  within  the 
next  ten  years  a  duty  on  com  beyond  2b. 
per  quarter.   I  t^ink  people  very  rarely 
realise  what  a  small  amount  ten  per 
cent,  is ;  if  it  were  altogether  paid  by  the 
consumer  an  article,  instead  of  costing 
say  58.,  would  cost  5s.  6d.  ;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  of  necessity  we  should  pay  the 
whole  tax.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  speaking  of  the  coal  tax  some 
months  ago,  said  the  incidence  of  the 
coal  tax  fell  upon  the  miner ;  but  I  think 
in  reference  to  this  question  he  has  stated 
many  times  that  the  tax  entirely  falls 
on  the  consumer.    These  two  statements 
do  not  seem  exactly  parallel.    The  right 
hon.  Oentleman,  in  moving  his  Amend- 
ment, referred  to  Mr  Cobden.    Many  of  us 
who  have  studied,  to  a  certain  extent,  Mr. 
Cobden,   naturally  admire   him  ;  but 
whether  hon.  Members  opposite  believe 
that  he  was  altogether  right  or  not, 
there  is  not  one  man  in  this  country 
follows  him  in  one  point  and  that  is  the 
question  of  getting  rid  of  our  colonies. 
I  am  sure  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  House 
who  would  like  to  get  rid  of  our  colonies. 
I  may  quote  the  Psalmist   who  said 
**  Blessed  is  the  man  who  has  his  quiver 
{all  of  them,  for   in  time  of  trouble 
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they  will  speak  with  the  enemy  in  th 
gate."  I  believe  that  practically  all  th 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  realis 
the  necessity  for  some  alteration  in  our 
fiscal  system.  [Major  Seelt  (Isle  of 
Wight) :  No,  no.]  I  can  only  say  the 
gallant  Member  cannot  have  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  business  during  the  whole 
course  of  his  career.  Whether  we  shall 
be  successful  in  regard  to  the  policy 
I  have  attempted  to  advocate  to-day  I 
know  not.  It  depends  a  great  deal  on 
the  life  of  one  man.  I  believe  the  time 
will  come  when  we  shall  see  some  ar- 
rangement made  with  our  colonies,  and 
I  believe  they  will  be  glad  when  they 
stretch  forth  that  hand  and  have  it 
grasped  in  return.  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  controversy  is  trivial,  Uiat 
it  is  just  a  little  ripple  on  the  sea ;  I 
believe  it  is  a  great  wave  washing  against 
tihe  shores  of  this  country  which  will 
affect  not  only  our  prosperity  and  the 
prosperity  of  our  colonies,  but  the  pros- 
perity for  generations  to  come.  I  thank 
I  the  House  for  the  kind  way  in  which 
they  have  listened  to  me. 

\    Sir  ROBERT   REID  (Dumfries 
I  Burghs)    said  that  the  hon.  Member 
I  who  had  just  spoken  referred  to  many 
i  matters  in  which  he  would  not  follow 
I  him.    He  thought,  however,  that  the 
hon.  Member  represented  the  real  move- 
I  raent  for  fiscal  reform  in  this  country 
at  the  present  time.    It  was  the  hon. 
I  Gentleman  and  those  who  thought  with 
'  him  who  were  the  real  representatives  of 
I  the  a^tation  which  was  going  on  in  the 
country.    He  did  not  think  that  the 
Government  were  Ihe  real  representa- 
I  tives   of   the   movement.    They  were 
I  pursuing  a  different  course.    He  did  not 
;  know  whether  the  question  would  dis- 
'  imite  the  Party  opposite ;  but  it  had 
:  caused  a  great  deal  of  confusion  not  only 
in  the  Party  opposite  but  also  in  the 
politics  of  the  country  generally,  for  which 
he  thought  the  Government  were  blame- 
J  worthy.   The  House  of  Commons  waa 
,  unable  to  discuss  the  matter  or  express 
j  an  opinion  on  it,  and  therefore  it  was  left 
for  the  speeches  in  the  country.  Those 
I  speeches,  especially  those  of  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
'  Birmingham,  began  in  a  lower  tone  and 
{  ended  in  sheer  protection.   That  was  a 
position  which  the  right  hoov  Gentlemaa 
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T  as  entitled  to  take  up.  He  had  severed 
liimself  from  the  Government  and  had 
>  r,come  the  advocate  of  the  doctrine  so 
long  propounded  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Sleaford  and  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Sheffield.  3ut  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  perfectly  frank  and  explicit  to 
the  House  on  this  occasion.  It  would  : 
not  be  fair  for  any  Government  to  try 
and  ride  two  horses  at  the  same  time,  as 
some  of  the  Ministers  appeared  to  have  , 
been  doing  during  the  recess. 

The  remarkable  speech  delivered  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
previous  day  was  a  perfectly  candid 
speech  although  some  parts  of  it  were 
somewhat  indefinite,  but  it  was  to  be 
observed  that  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Bristol  gave 
his  interpretation  of  the  contents  of  the 
speech  there  was  marked  dissent  from 
members  of  the  Treasury  Bench  to  the 
speech  as  interpreted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  House  was,  therefore, 
entitled  to  ask  for  information  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  as  to  whether  or  not 
that  speech  as  interpreted  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bristol  was  the  speech 
of  the  Government  as  a  Government.  . 
That  was  a  very  important  matter  upon 
which  the  House  ought  to  know  where  it 
stood.  They  might  rely  on  one  thing, 
and  that  was  that  the  Government  policy  , 
excluded  any  tax  on  food  except  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  [Mr.  Ge&ald  Bal- 
j  CUB  assented  by  nodding  his  head],  and 
they  might  rely  on  this,  that  the  system  of 
free  imports  was  to  be  continued  unless 
temporary  exceptions  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  retaliation  merely.  Were 
they  safe  in  concluding  that  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  Government  were  entirely 
opposed  to  protective  duties,  that  was  to 
say.dntdes  the  effect  of  which  was  to  tax  the 
consumer  for  the  benefit  of  the  producer 
and  to  keep  the  home  market  clear  for  our 
own  manufacturers.  Lastly,  could  they  feel 
quite  confident  that,  BO  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment were  concerned,  they  had  heard  the 
last  of  cofonial  preference.  If  those  ques- 
tions could  be  answered  in  the  sen  e  that 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bristol 
thought  they  were  answered  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  con- 
troversy that  had  raged  in  the  country 
for  the  past  three  or  four  months  might  be 
very  much  curtailed.    It  would  assume 
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an  entirely  different  complexion,  in  addi' 
tion  to  which  a  great  many  interests 
whose  hopes  had  been  raised  by  expecta- 
tions expressed  by  distinguished  Gentle- 
men in  the  Government  would  suffer  very 
bitter  disappointment.  If  there  was  to 
be  no  taxation  of  food  the  agricultural 
interest,  represented  for  so  long  with  such 
:  consistency  by  the  ri^t  hon.  Member  for 
Seaford,  would  lose  all  interest  inthe  con- 
troversy except  as  British  citizens  at 
,  large.  So  also  would  be  the  case  with  the 
manufacturers.  Every  one  knew  that 
there  had  been  a  dead  set  made  by  many 
manufacturers  in  the  country  to  secure 
protection  for  themselves,  and  they  had 
had  a  foretaste  of  what  would  happen  if 
they  could  obtain  a  preference  for  one 
industry  or  another.  All  that  would  have 
to  be  abandoned  if  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Bristol  had  placed  a  correct 
definition  on  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  There  was  likely  to  be  dis- 
appointment in  other  quarters  which 
were  more  worthy  of  respect!  Appeals 
had  been  made  in  the  country,  during  the 
recess,  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  who 
were  asked  to  make  sacrifices  for  the 
!  British  Empire,  and  if  colonial  preference 
was  to  be  given  up  there  ceased  to  be  any 
interest  it  that.  If  the  interpretation 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bristol 
^  was  right,  what  was  left  ?  Nothing  but 
the  doctrine  of  retaliation.  Retaliation 
to  be  used  as  a  purely  defensive  measure  ; 
not  for  the  purposes  of  obtaining  revenue, 
retaining  the  home  markets,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  industries  we  had 
not  or  keeping  those  we  had,  but  simply 
and  purely  for  the  purpose  of  furthering 
the  policy  of  free  t.ade. 

The  PEESIDBNT  op  the  BOARD 

OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfodb, 
Leeds,  Central):  And  also  to  protect  our 
industries  from  outrageous  treatment  on 
the  part  of  foreign  nations. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  of  course  he 
included  that.  That  was  all  that  re- 
mained. The  Government  were  pinned 
to  that  alone.  As  to  that  policy  there 
were  two  questions  he  wou'd  like  to  ask 
in  respect  to  retaliation.  First  of  all  it 
was  to  be  employed  really  in  cases  of 
outrageous  treatment  of  our  industries 
by  foreign  countries.    What  was  the 
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meaning  of  unfair  competition  oi  out- 
rageous treatment  ?  What  did  we  mean 
by  it  ?  Bounties  ?  Were  the  bounties 
given  by  foreign  countries  to  their  manu- 
factures or  their  exports  unfair  com- 
petition ?  They  had  not  been  told  and 
they  did  not  know ;  but  if  the  giving  of 
bounties  was  outrageous  treatment  how 
-were  we  going  to  deal  with  the  case  of 
Canada  ?  Were  the  Colonies  to  be  allowed 
to  give  bounties  ?  Suppose  a  foreign 
nation  were  to  make  its  workmen  work 
for  very  long  hours  or  for  very  low  wages, 
or  sent  us  prison-made  goods,  was  that 
unfair  competition  ?  Or  suppose  they 
TOoposed  to  employ  the  inferior  races^  the 
Chinese  for  instance,  who  worked  for  very 
low  terms  and  could  live  on  less  than 
what  would  supply  men  of  our  own  race, 
was  that  unfair  competition  which  would 
justify  retaliation  ?  Again,  suppose  a 
foreign  country  had  protective  tariffs 
which  would  enable  cartels  or  syndicates 
to  be  formed*  by  means  of  the  influence  of 
which  on  foreign  markets  they  were  able 
to  send  goods  at  a  price  lower  than  the 
co3t  of  manufacture  in  this  country,  was 
th  \t  unfair  competition  ?  That  we  knew 
W.IH  the  case  of  the  cartels  of  Germany. 
Would  the  existence  of  protective  duties 
out  of  which  by  a  natural  growth  these 
carfc3ls  or  combinations  arose  and  became 
dangerous,  be  considered  as  outrageous  or 
unfair  treatment,  justifying  the  imposition 
of  retaliatory  duties  ?  If  so,  the  country 
would  slide  imperceptibly  into  protection, 
because  it  would  be  sufficient  to  invoke 
the  fact  that  a  foreign  country  had  cheaper 
labour  or  protective  duties  to  demand 
that  we  should  have  protection  for  our 
home  industries.  Retaliation  was  the 
back  door  to  protection  itself,  and  if  the 
condildons  under  which  retaliatory  duties 
could  be  imposed  were  thought  out,  it 
would  be  seen  that  that  was  the  case. 

What  was  to  be  the  constitutional 
machinery  by  which  retaliation  should  be 
imposed  ?  Were  the  Oovemment  to 
co.ne  to  this  House,  state  their  case,  and 
ask  the  sanction  of  Parliament  to  the  im- 
po3ition  of  duties  ?  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  not  answered  that 
point,  but  it  really  deserved  attention. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that 
Parliament  would  be  required  to  give  its 
assent  to  each  retaliatory  duty,  but  he 
would  not  pledge  himself  that  its  assent 
would  be  required  to  every  detail.    But  if 
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a  general  Act  was  to  be  passed  authorising 
the  Executive  Government,  without  con- 
sulting Parliament,  to  impose  a  duty  on  a 
particular  article,  it  would  be  a  subver- 
sion of  the  ancient  constitutional 
privileges  of  Parliament  and  of  the  right 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  control  the 
taxation  and  expenditure  of  the  country. 
There  was  no  more  venerable  part  of  the 
British  Constitution  than  the  unfettered 
right  of  this  House  to  determine  all  ques- 
tions of  the  taxation  of  the  subject,  and  he 
thought  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  not  treated  the  question  with 
the  gravity  which  a  matter  of  such 
moment  deserved.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Montrose  had  indi- 
cated that  he  and  others  would  be  ready, 
in  any  particular  case,  to  consider  a 
retaliatory  measure  provided  it  were 
shown  that  there  was  outrageous  treat- 
ment, that  the  reprisals  would  be  elective, 
and  that  the  reprisals  would  not  do  us 
more  harm  than  good.  Members  need 
not  have  much  fear  of  assenting  to  that 
proposition,  because,  whatever  imaginary 
cases  might  be  cited,  he  had  not  yet  heard 
of  a  concrete  case  of  the  kind.  Doubtless 
there  were  cases  of  harsh  usage.  He 
thought  it  very  hard  that  high  tariffs 
should  be  mposed  by  foreign  countries, 
but,  although  we  might  complain,  they 
were  entitled  to  do  as  they  liked  just  as  we 
were  entitled  to  do  as  we  liked. 

One  other  point :  Was  Imperial  senti- 
ment to  be  mingled  with  this  question  of 
fiscal  reform  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  had 
appealed  to  his  audience  to  support  his 
policy  in  order  to  counteract  the  centri- 
fugal tendencies  of  the  Colozues ;  and  the 
Prime  Minister  had  stated  that  hereafter 
colon  a  I  preference  might  be  a  step 
oward  i  f ederaliaing  the  Empire.  The 
actual  facts  of  the  situation  should  be 
faced.  The  Colonies  would  deal  with  this 
question  as  a  matter  of  business,  and  not 
at  all  as  a  matter  of  sentiment.  It  was 
true  that  Canada  had  granted  a  prefer- 
ence, but  at  the  Colomal  Conference  a 
memorandum  was  submitted  in  which 
her  representatives  expressed  the  hope 
and  expectation  that  there  would  be  a 
return  in  the  form  of  preferences  in  this 
country.  He  did  not  in  the  least  blame 
them  for  doing  that :  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Canadian  Ministers  to  look  after  the 
commerce  and  welfare  of  Canada,  and  they 
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did  so  from  theirpTotectionist  point  of  view. 
But  the  duty  of  British  Ministers,  while 
they  also  had  Imperial  duties  cast  upon 
them,  was  to  look  after  the  commerce  and 
welfare  of  the  British  people  from  the 
free  trade  point  of  view — if  they  were 
free-traders.  If.^however,  they  were  not 
jEree-traders,  let  them  not  try  to  hase  their 
action  on  the  footing  of  sentiment ;  let 
them  base  it  on  the  ground  that  protection 
was  a  good  thing  if  they  thought  so. 
What  were  the  centrifugal  tendencies 
for  which  this  coxmtry  was  being  asked  to 
made  bo  great  a  fiscal  change  ?  There 
might  be  centrifugal  tendencies  in  South 
Africa,  but  they  were  not  due  to,  nor  could 
they  be  removed  by,  fiscal  considerations. 
He  believed  there  were  no  such  tendencies 
in  the  rest  of  the  self-governing  Colonies 
except  those  which  arose  from  distance, 
and  the  gradual  growth  of  different  types 
of  character,  the  results  of  which  lay  in  the 
impenetrable  future.  He  agreed  that 
more  commerce  with  the  Colonies  would  do 
good  in  binding  the  Empire  together,  but 
only  if  that  commerce  were  so  brought 
about  as  to  be  free  from  jealousies  and 
heartburnings.  It  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Govenunent  to  bind  the  Empire 
more  closely  by  fiscal  means :  it  must  be 
done  by  the  enterprise  of  persons  engaged 
in  commerce  acting  by  themselves.  It 
was  a  dangerous  delusion  to  believe  that 
it  could  be  done  in  any  other  way,  or  to 
imagine  that  it  was  a  wise  poUcy  to 
mingle  sentiment,  however  lofty,  with 
purely  business  matters.  This  Amend- 
ment was  no  doubt  a  vote  of  censure,  but 
it  was  deserved  because  of  the  doubtful 
and  conflicting  attitudes  which  Ministers 
had  maintained  during  the  last  three  or 
four  months,  the  discordant  voices  they 
had  used  upon  this  vital  question,  and  the 
false  hopes  tiiey  had  raised  in  many 
quarters. 

*Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  said 
that,  so  far  as  he  could  understand,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  opened  the 
debate  was  unable  to  see  how  retaliatory 
tariffs  would  work,  or  what  good  they 
would  do.  He  therefore  desired  to  cite 
a  case  and  show  the  remedy.  Honolulu 
belonged  to  the  Americans;  no  British 
ship  was  allowed  to  land  or  to  take 
away  from  there  goods  or  passengers. 
Did  hon.  Members  opposite  still  contend 
that  British  trade  was  free  ?    He  be- 
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lieved  the  Americans  thought  we  were 
very  foolish  to  render  ourselves  defence- 
less in  the  commercial  struggle.  If,  how- 
ever, we  told  them  that  unless  they 
treated  us  differently  in  Honolulu  we 
would  mete  out  to  them  similar  treat- 
ment in  Fiji  and  elsewhere,  they  would 
thoroughly  understand  that,  and  either 
they  would  give  us  freedom  to  trade  with 
Honolulu  or  we  should  get  the  trade  from 
which  the  Americans  would  be  excluded 
in  our  own  islands.  He  knew  a  man. 
a  stern  and  firm  free-trader,  who  went 
on  a  long  tour  through  America  and  the 
Colonies,  and  came  back  a  strong  believer 
in  the  scheme  of  the  ex-Colonial  Secre- 
tary. Travel  was  a  wonderful  thing  for 
widening  one's  views,  as  actual  contact 
with  the  outside  vorld  had  a  way  of 
knocking  the  bottom  out  of  a  good  muiy 
beautiful  theoretical  ideas.  It  was  a 
curious  fact  that  nearly  all  our  working 
men,  who  were  free-traders  at  home, 
became  ardent  protectionists  directly 
they  touched  colonial  soil.  Was  it  not 
possible  that  some  hon.  Members  op- 
posite, if  they  took  a  tour  through 
America  and  the  Colonies,  would  aUo 
become  firm  believers  in  the  policy  of  the 
ex-Colonial  Secretary?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bristol,  in  the 
very  fine  speech  he  made  last  night, 
appeared  to  think  that  we  should  get 
such  great  advantages  by  the  taking  ofi 
of  2s.  a  quarter  from  American  wheat. 
Did  it  not  seem  very  unfortunate  that  it 
did  not  occur  to  him  before,  when  he  was 
Chancellor  of  t^e  £xchequer,  to  put  a 
68.  tax  on  American  wheat.  He  might 
then  have  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  it 
off  again,  and  he  w^ould  have  got  for 
Great  Britain  three  times  the  advantages 
that  taking  off  2s.  would  give.  The 
scheme  of  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  perfectly  clear,  and 
to  plain  people,  with  only  ordinary  know- 
ledge of  arithmetic,  it  seemed  as  if  the 
household  expenses  of  a  working  man 
would  certainly  not  be  more  than  they 
were  now,  if  they  were  not  less.  The 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  reduction  of  the  taxes  proposed 
i  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
'  for  West  Birmingham  would  have  little 
or  no  effect  seemed  rather  a  curious  one. 
Might  he  not  j  ust  as  well  argue,  and  with 
more  justice,  that  because  Is.  on 
the  colonial  as  well  as  t^e  foreign  wheat 
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<iid  not  increase  the  price  of  bread,  that 
2s.  on  the  foreign  wheat  and  not  on  the 
colonial  wheat  would  have  no  more  effect 
than  that.  If  the  right  ho^.  Gentleman 
argued  t^t  a  tax  on  an  article  put  up 
the  price,  was  it  not  fair  to  suppose 
if  a  tax  was  taken  off  that  it  would  lower 
the  price.  Was  it  fair  that  even  an  ex- 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  have 
it  both  ways.  He  was  very  thankful  that 
after  so  many  years  of  fiscal  helplessness 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  shou'd  at 
last  thmk  it  well  to  try  if  they  could  not 
protect  tfaemselvea  in  however  small  a 
degree.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  said  that  his 
idea  of  getting  our  commerce  better  was 
byabsttsr  industrial  system.  They  could 
not,  however,  get  through  the  foreign  tariff 
walls,  and  even  if  they  trained  their 
hunters  to  jump  very  high,  they  would 
find  that  tiio«  tariff  walls  would  go 
h'gher  still.  He  did  not  see  how  any 
commercial  system  ooold  possibly  get 
over  those  walls. 

With  regard  to  the  Chinese  question 
in  South  Africa,  it  seemid  to 
him  to  be  a  very  simple  one.  The 
black  men  had  a  waya  been  able  to 
work  in  the  mines,  and  there  were  not 
enough  of  thsm.  They  shou.d  remember 
that  it  took  one  white  man  to  look  after 
seven  Chinese,  so  that  after  all  the  im- 
portation oE  Chinese  labour  would  do 
something  for  the  white  men  in  South 
Africa.  He  remembered  well,  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  staying  in  the  same 
house  with  the  late  Lord  Granville,  and 
somehow  they  got  on  to  the  blessings  of 
free  trade,  and  he  remembered  ventur- 
ing to  advocate  something  the  same  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  'was  advocat'ng  now. 
To  judge  from  the  expression  of  his  host 
and  his  friends,  they  appeared  to  think 
that  he  must  he  an  escaped  lunatic.  At 
that  same  hospitable  board  now  the 
majority  of  the  guests,  as  well  as  the  host, 
would  most  probab'y  be  believers  in  the 
scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham;  so  that 
even  the  bel  evers  in  free  imports  must 
allow  that  this  policy  of  self-preservation 
had  made  great  strides  in  late  years.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
were  so  afraid  of  injuring  t^e  working 


classes  of  this  country  if  they  did  any  • 
thing  that  might  help  the  manufacturing 
and  landowning  classes,  but  they  quite 
forgot  that  there  were  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  foreign  landowners,  who, 
with  the  help  of  ^eir  own  working  classes, 
were  sucking  the  life  blood,  not  only  out 
of  our  landowning  and  manufacturing 
classes,  but  out  of  our  mechanic  anti 
labouring  clashes  as  well.  By  their  tariff 
policy  they  had  two  markets  to  our  one, 
and  consequently  could  sell  more  articles, 
and  therefore  make  cheaper.  In  this 
way  they  were  flooding  our  only  market 
at  home,  ruining  English  manufactures, 
and  taking  the  wagei  out  of  the  pockets 
of  British  working  men.  Trades  union 
leaders,  too,  appeared  to  be  incapable  of 
understanding  that  their  members  re- 
quired protection  from  foreign  manufac- 
turers as  well  as  from  those  at  homs. 
Take  the  effect  of  the  free  importation  of 
broken  stones,  as  stated  in  the  Govern- 
ment Blue-books.  In  1902  British 
labourers  lost  in  wages  from  the  free  im- 
portation of  stones  from  four  countries 
the  sum  of  £234,05!).  It  was  not  disputed 
at  the  Shropshire  Board  of  Agriculture 
meeting  the  other  day  that  land  had  gone 
dowa  in  value  £1,000,000,000,  that  oc- 
cupiers' capital  had  been  reduced  by 
£303,000,000,  and  that  about  half  the 
working  agricultural  population  had  dis- 
appeared from  the  land.  Was  that  good 
for  the  country  towns,  or  good  for  the 
manhood  of  the  people  ?  As  far  as  farmers 
were  concerned  agricultural  Members 
would  be  quite  as  safe  with  the 
advance  guard  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
as  they  were  with  the  main  bodv  under  tha 
Prime  Minister. 

It  was  hardly  possible  that  under 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary's  scheme  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  a  four 
pound  loaf  could  be  more  than  one-third  of 
a  farthing,  so  that  the  Liberals  who  went 
round  with  a  big  and  a  little  loaf,  telling 
people  that  if  the  Unionists  got  in  that 
their  poor  little  children  would  starve,  were 
talking  something  worse  than  non.4ense. 
It  might  be  smart  Party  politics  to  try  to 
humbug  the  working  classes,  and  prevent 
them  from  inquiring  into  the  great  fiscal 
question,  but  surely  it  was  not  playing  the 
game  from  a  patriotic  point  of  view. 
Even  right  hon.  ai«^ife$Pi,yflig]^^Si^(on 
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the  other  mde  of  the  House  must  under-  ! 
stand  that  the  working  man's  weekly 
household  expenses  would  not  be  any 
higher  than  they  were  under  present  con- 
ditions.   Self-preservation  was  allowed 
to  be  the  first  law  of  nature,  and  was  there  l 
very  much  difference  between  self-pre-  ' 
servation  and  self -protection.    A  German  . 
Socialist  Member,  speaking  a  short  time 
ago  in  the  German  Parliament,  said,  '*  For 
goodness  sake  don't  irritate  the  British, 
or  you  will  help  Mr.  Chamberlain."  A 
German  Minister  quite  lately  refused  to 
settle  a  commerciat  affair  with  Italy  be- 
cause, he  said,  they  must  have  their  hands 
free  till  they  saw  what  Great  Britain  was 
going  to  do,  and  that  his  opinion  was  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  would  get  his  way 
because  his  policy  was  undoubtedly  the 
best  for  the  British  Empire.    In  America 
the  other  day,  at  a  meeting  of  the  leaders  | 
of  commerce,  it  was  strongly  urged  that 
America  ought  at  once  to  offer  Canada  I 
the  best  possible  commercial  terms  before  | 
the  patriotism  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  had 
time  to  bind  her  commercially  to  the 
British  Empire  for  ever.    Practically  all 
the  rest  of  the  civilised  nations  believed  in 
preserving  their  own  industries.  Were 
the  small  and  decreasing  number  of  free 
importers  in  these  islands  quite  sure  that 
they  were  the  only  wise  ones.    "  Hope 
springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast."  In 
the  policy  of  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary 
there  was  hope,  hope  for  these  islands, 
hope  for  the  colonies.    There  was  also 
hope  for  every  working  son  and  daughter 
of  the  Empire,  hope,  and  good  hope,  that 
old-age  pensions  might  be  found  for  those 
who  had  done  their  work  in  this  country. 
But  there  was  no  hope,  none  for  their 
policy,  except  for  the  lotus  eaters,  who 
wanted  to  sleep,  and  for  the  foreign  mem- 
bers of  the  Cobden  Club.  How  was  it  that 
these  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  could  not  imderstand  ?  Was 
it  that  their  policy  was  so  poor  and  so 
stagnant,  so  unlike  what  should  be  the 
policy  of  a  great  progressive  Party,  that 
they  were  afraid  to  change  even  after 
fifty  years  ?  Were  they  so  tied  hand  and 
foot  by  fossilised  theories  of  more  than 
half-a-century  ago  that  they  would  not 
ovenallowthemselves  to  try  to  understand; 
or  could  it  be  that  the  spirit  of  the  mighty 
Cobden  had  heard  in  some  far-off  star  that 
Mr.  Uuni. 
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his  prophecies  had  been  proved  to  b? 
utterly  false,  that  his  poUcy  had  been 
challenged,  and  that  his  spirit  had  come 
back  to  hypnotise  and  mesmerise  their 
judgment,  and  mesmerising  their  brains. 
In  conclusion,  might  he  remind  them  of 
an  ancient  prophecy  that  did  come  true  *. 
Seated  under  one  of  England*s  mighty 
oaks  rested  the  Chief  of  the  Druids,  and 
to  him  came  Boadicea,  Britain's  warrior 
Queen,  bleeding  from  the  Roman  rods. 
The  Druid,  after  foretelling  the  utter  ruin 
and  destruction  of  the  Roman  empire, 
prophesied  that — 

*'  Then  the  progeny  th»t  springs 
From  the  forests  of  our  land, 
Clod  with  thunder,  armed  with  wings. 
Shall  a  wider  world  command, 
Regions  Cwsar  never  knew 
Thy  poBterily  shall  sway." 

Those  regions,  that  inheritance,  was  ours 

to-day,  won  in  bygone  years  by  the 
courage  and  endurance  of  our  gallant 
granckires.  The  sons  and  daughters  of 
Britain  in  those  vast  continents  had, 
through  their  representatives  and  the 
ex-Colonial  Secretary,  asked  us  whether 
we  could  not  find  a  way  of  uniting  the 
British  Empire  commercially  as  well  as 
by  ties  of  sympathy.  .  This  mlg^t  be  the 

'  last  time  they  would  have  a  chance  of 
deciding  it.    What  would  future  genera- 

I  tions  say  of  the  present  leaders  of  the 
people  if  they  allowed  the  inhabitants  of 
these  islands  to  lose  their  great  inherit- 
ance, frightened  by  the  Ix^y  of  the  big 
loaf,  and  coerced  by  the  pro-Boer  and  the 
Little  Englanderl 

*SiR  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.):  After  the  interesting  speech 
to  which  we  have  just  listmed  I  amsony 
that  in  the  flattering  tale  of  hope  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  given  us  he  has  not 
left  one  solitary  ray  for  those  who  sit 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  Our  doom  is 
already  fixed  and  our  end  is  certain. 
But  I  was  somewhat  pleased  to  hear 
somebody  standing  up  for  the  ex-Colonial 
;  Secretary.  I  felt  that  after  last  night 
'  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary  had  been 
apparently — I  use  that  word  advisedly 
—deserted  by  some  whom  he  might 
have  regarded  as  his  friends ;  and 
I  wondered  whether  that  speech,  to 
which  we  listened  with  so  much  interest, 
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wondered  still  more  what  the  reply  would 
have  been,  and  what  criticism  he  would 
have  passed  on  that  speech.    But  I  would 
like,  before  I  go  more  generally  into  the 
whole  question,  to  say  one  word  with 
reference  to  what  I  think  of  the  comments 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  upon  my  right  hoo. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Montrose 
Burghs.    He  took  exception  to  his  having 
refused  the  suggestion  which  had  been 
made  some  few  da}^  ago.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman   complained   that   we  had 
inexplicably  mixed  up  this  Amendment 
with  a  question  of  confidence  in  the 
Blinistxy.    Now,  who  was  the  cause  of 
that  ?    Who  propounded  the  doctrine 
last  year — or   rather  who  announced 
the  decision  that  there  should  be  no 
discussion'on  this  question  except  in  the 
shape  of  a  vote  of  censure  ?    We  under- 
stood  the    reason   perfectly   well.  If 
there  had  been  a  vote  of  censure  proposed 
last  year  before  Parliament  broke  up, 
if  we  had  had  no  statistics  presented  to  us, 
and  if  the  authors  of  tiie  ^reat  change 
had  not  announced  their  rival  policies, 
we  should  have  been  challenged  at  once 
with  the  statement  that  we  did  not 
know  anything  of  what  they  meant  to 
propose,  and  that  we  were  simply  cen- 
suring the  Government  without  having  a 
sin^  fact  before  us  on  which  to  justify 
that  censure.    But  in  this  session  we  are ' 
in  a  totally  difierent  position.   We  have  j 
had  all  the  statistics,  the  Board  of  Trade  j 
Report  on  the  celebrated  inquiry.    We  j 
have  your  two  policies,  or  your  policy  • 
— I   do   not   know  whether    to  call 
it  in  the  singular  or  the  plural  num- 
ber.   We  have  had  two  policies  brought 
before    us.     We    have    had   Cabinet , 
divisions.    We  have  had  ths  Cabinet 
broken  up,  and  perhaps  I  may  say  in  j 
passing  that,  at  ^  events  so  far  as  the  | 
House  of  Commons  is  concerned,  we  have  [ 
had  no  statement  made  to  us  of  the  | 
reason  why  so  many  Cabinet  Ministers — 
four  of  the  first  rank  and  highest  abiUty — 
have  left  His  Majesty's  Government.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  omission  will  be 
rectified  before  tUs  debate  is  over,  but 
whatever  may  have  appeared  in  the  public 
Press,  whatever  may  have  appeared  in 
letters,  statements,  or  speeches,  I  take 
it  to  be  undoubted  that  hitherto  the 
faithfully    followed   constitutional  rule 
has    been   that   no   Cabinet  .Minister 


should  resign  without  telling  Parliament 
why  he  had  done  so,  and  also  giving  aa 
opportunity  to  justify  the  reasons  which 
compelled  him  to  resign. 

Now  irrespective  of  that,  we  have  had 
the  country,  during  last  autumn,  I 
may  say  convulsed  with  an  unpre- 
cedented controversy.  There  has  been 
no  parallel  to  this  controversy  which 
has  so  affected  every  section  of  the 
community — I  might  almost  say  every 
man  in  the  land — at  all  events  for 
two  generations.  We  have  had  a  policy 
propoundwi  by  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham, and  we  have  had  a  poUcy 
propounded  at  different  times  and 
under  different  circumstances  by  th3 
Prime  Minister.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bristol  has  come 
to  the  rescue,  and  the  situation,  he 
says,  is  a  political  situation.  I  do  not 
want  to  use  a  phrase  which  has  been  used 
already  in  this  debate,  and  to  say  that, 
it  is  a  paltry  manoeuvre,  but  it  is  a  very 
clever  manoeuvre.  It  is  a  clever  manoe- 
uvre for  the  moment  to  pass  over  certain 
essential  features  which  1  shall  try  to  show 
to  the  House]  are  inseparable  from  the 
Government  policy  in  order  to  secure  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  char- 
acterised as  a  mere  Party  division.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  speech,  after 
criticising  the  wording  of  my  right  hon. 
friend's  Amendment,  admitted  that 
there  had  been  conflicting  declarations 
from  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  which,  after 
all,  is  just  the  foundation  of  our  complaint 
against  those  Ministers.  Purged  as  they 
have  been,  they  are  still  not  agreed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  fitrtiier. 
He  not  only  admitted  that,  but  he  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  a  great  many 
just  now  who  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham who  ought  to  have  followed  him 
into  the  wilderness  and  with  his  self- 
denial  preached  the  doctrine  which 
he  had  propounded  to  the  country. 
Then  having  clearly  shown  his  complete 
dissent  from  all  the  proceedings  and 
policy  which  have  been  propounded 
in  Birmingham  and  elsewhere,  he 
went  through  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  extracted 
from  that  speech  several  distinct  state 
ments.    He  dealt  with  the  proposals  of 
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as  opposed  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  item  by  item. 
Colonial  preference,  he  said,  had  been 
abandoned,  taxation  of  food  was  dia- 
missed ;  the  10  per  cent,  duty  was  also 
sent  into  limbo.  The  only  policy  that 
remained  was  retaliation,  to  which  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  himself 
had  never  objected.  He  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  the  result  of  the 
speech  which  we  heard  last  night  was 
a  pledge — a  definite  plec^e — on  the 
if  they  won  at  the  general  election — even 
if  they  obtained  a  majority — they  would 
not  be  entitled  to  carry  out  a  policy  of 
colonial  preference. 

Well,  what  has  all  the  talk  been  about? 
Colonial  preference  is  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  scheme.  That  has  been 
trumpeted  from  every  platform.  That 
has  been  advocated  by  every  mode  of 
illustration  and  every  land  of  argument. 
The  Empire  according  to  the  Birming- 
ham programme  is  dropping  to  pieces. 
We  have  arrived  face  to  face  with  a 
gigantic  calamity.  The  unity  of  the 
Empire  is  being  detroyed  ;  and  unless  it 
is  remedied  at  once,  then  that  great 
catastrophe,  which  was  prognosticated 
a  hundi^  years  ago  by  Cowper,  in  the 
poem  read  by  the  hon.  Member  about 
Boadicea  and  the  Druid  under  the  Oak — 
that  prophecy  is  about  to  be  fulfilled ! 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  a 
little  further.  He  would  not  have  been 
quite  true  to  his  Party  if  he  had  not  taken 
another  step ;  he  said  that  there  was 
another  reason,  Uiat  there  was  another 
flag  to  be  waved — something  above  and 
beyond  all  fiscal  questions,  all  commercial 
questions.  He  said  that  he  would  not, 
under  any  circumstances — he  swept  the 
whole  political  horizon — desire  to  replace 
His  Majesty's  Government  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  [An  Hon. 
Member  on  the  Ministekial  Benches : 
Hear,  hear !  ]  I  am  delighted  to  hear 
that  cheer,  but  it  is  rather  a  cheap  sneer 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
to  say  that  among  all  the  subjects  of  His 
Majesty  in  either  House  of  Parliament 
there  is  nobody  capable  of  administering 
the  affairs  of  the  country  ;  nobody  who 
could  carry  on  either  its  home  or  domestic 
policy,  and  that  Uke  a  great  general — 
someone'at  the  time  of  a  revolution  who 
was  constituted  a  Dictator — those  Gentle- 


men, Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench, 
and  they  alone,  can  stand  between  this 
British  Empire  and  its  ntter  downfall. 
That,  however,  we  expect ;  but  I  am  sorry 
that  the  right  hon.  (Sentleman  should  so 
openly  and  so  unqualifiedly  have  put  bis 
Party  above  his  country.  Well,  it  is  good 
Party  fighting ;  that  I  admit.  But  I  have 
to  say  a  word  on  the  conclusions  at  which 
the  right  hon.  GenUeman  has  arrived, 
and  upon  the  history  on  which  thoss 
conclusions  are  based.  If  we  accept 
what  would  satisfy  him,  the  assurance 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
as  the  very  last  word  upon  the  Govern- 
ment policy,  we  should  confuse  our  in- 
tellects and  obliterate  all  our  memories. 
What  were  the  resignations  for  1  Why 
did  they  resign  ?  Three  distinguished 
men  who  were  Members  of  this  House 
expressed  their  intention,  their  willing- 
ness, to  support  a  retaliatory  policy  to 
which  they  made  no  objection.  Why 
did  they  resign  ?  What  did  they  go  out 
for  ?  I  will  ask  the  House  to  consider 
a  few  dates  on  that  transaction,  in  order 
that  we  may  show  whether  there  is,  or 
ever  has  been,  any  real  or  substantial 
difference  between  the  policy  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  as  propounded  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham.  No  information  has  been 
'  given  to  us  in  this  House,  and  we  must 
piece  it  up  from  the  Press,  and  from  what 
we  have  picked  up  from  some  of  the 
speeches  which  have  been  made.  The 
'  fact  seems  to  be  that  there  was  a  con- 
.fflderable  difference  of  opinion  from  the 
J  time  of  the  Budget,  and  the  Calnnet  ires 
on  tbe  point  of  breaking  up  in  the  month 
of  April  on  the  question  of  free  trade  and 
'  protection.  On  the  last  day  of  last 
session  two  documents  were  placed  before 
the  Cabinet.  The  noble  Loid  the  Mem- 
ber for  Ealing,  whom  I  am  glad  to  see  in 
,  his  place,  and  who  I  hope  will  take  an 
'  early  opportunity  of  addressing  die 
House,  said — 

"  On  the  last  day  of  the  session  the  Cabinet 
met,  and  we  had  before  us  two  documento — a 
pamphlet  entitled  *  Insular  Free  Trade,'  and 
another  document  containing  the  proposals  of  Uie 
Prime  Minister,  which  he  wished  ofllioiMlly  to  pot 
\  forward  in  the  name  of  the  Government.  And  " 

^    saya  the  noble  Lord — 

"Preferential  tariffs  and  taxation  of  food 
I  wore  included  in  that  programme.'* 
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Last  night  we  were  told  that  that  was 
-not  the  policy  of  the  Government ;  that 
it  was  not  in  their  programme.  Well,  the 
noble  Lord  said  that  in  the  discussion 
they  differed.  That  was  natural  enough  ; 
the  Cabinet  differed;  and  they  accepted 
the  first  pamphlet  on  "  Insular  Free 
Trade.**  There  was  notiiing  to  object 
to  in  the  circulation  of  that  clever  and 
ingenious  document — 

Bnt  we  differed  aa  to  the  second.  The  dia- 
cassion  was  adjourned,  and  on  the  14th 
September  the  dlBcussion  was  resumed." 

Therefore  we  may  gather  from  that 
that  between  the  two  dates  the 
Cabinet  did  not  meet  again  to  dis- 
cuss the  question.  But  in  the  interval 
an  interesting  correspondence  took  place. 
On  9th  September  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
wrote  his  celebrated  letter  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  it  was  written  in  contempla- 
tion of  the  Cabinet  that  was  to  take  place 
on  the  14th.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
^th  great  frankness — for  he  is  always 
frank— and  great  clearness,  put  before  the 
Prime  Minister  the  distinct  difficulites 
which  faced  him  with  reference  to  some 
parta  of  his  programme  and  also  the  policy 
which  he  thought  the  Government  ^ould 
pursue.   And  then  he  said — 

"Accordingly  I  suggest." 
— Suggestion  comes  from  Birmingham — 

'*  That  you  should  limit  the  present  policy  of 
the  Government  to  the  assertion  of  our  freedom 
in  the  case  of  all  commercial  relations  with 
foreign  coantries,  and  thnt  yoa  should  agree  to 
my  tendering  my  resignation  of  my  present 
office  to  Hia  Majesty,  and  devoting  myself  to 
the  work  of  expHaioing  and  popularising  both 
these  principles  of  Imperial  unity  which  my 
experience  has  convinced  me  are  essential  to  our 
welfare  and  prosperity." 

Well,  the  Prime  Minister  did  not  reply 
until  the  16th.  But  two  ominous 
Cabinet  intervened  between  these  dates. 
I  go  back  to  the  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord.  He  says  that  when  they  met  and 
when  the  Cabinet  was  over,  at  which  they 
ivere  unable  to  agree — 

*'  He  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Mr.  Ritchie  and 
T^ord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  and  I  met  in  my  room. 
We  fnlly  discussed  the  sitnation  as  we  under- 
::£ood  it,  and  we  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
I  lat  we  had  no  option  but  to  resign." 

Well,  those  distinguished  men  did 
not  resign  at  that  time  on  retaliation. 
There  was  something  much  more 
serious  than  that  which  took  them 


out  of  the  Government.  Well  the  next 
day  they  had  another  meeting  and  nothing 

came  of  that  ? 

*'  We  four  met  again,  and  as  I  was  informed 
there  was  no  change  in  the  aituatioo,  I  formally 
sent  in  my  resignatioD." 

Hie  right  hon.  Gentleman  Uie  Member 
for  Croydon  and  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land did  the  same.  Then  after  that  break 
up  of  the  Government — for  It  was  a  break 
up  of  the  Governinent — on  the  16th,  and 
not  till  then,  the  Prime  Minister  answers 
the  letter  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  Every- 
body can  see  that,  as  is  stated,  the  reply 
was  a  formal  one,  embodying  the  results  of 
the  conversations  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  meantime,  and  nothing  new  is  added. 
"  Agreeing  as  I  do  with  you,"  says  the 
Prime  Minister,  "  that  the  time  had 
come  when  a  change  should  be  made  in 
the  fiscal  canons  by  which  we  should 
bind  ourselves  in  our  dealings  with  other 
countries,  it  seems  paradoxical  that  you 
should  leave  the  Cabinet  at  a  time  when 
others  of  my  colleagues  are  leaving  it 
who  disagree  on  the  very  point  in  band. 
It  is  astonishing  that  you,  a  protectionist, 
should  leave  the  Cabinet  when  the  free 
traders  have  left  it !  Then,"  sa^'S  the 
Prime  Minister,  "  if  there  ever  has  been  any 
difference  between  us  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  it  has  only  been  with  regard 
to  the  practicability  of  a  proposal  which 
would  seem  to  require  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonies  a  limitation  in  the  all-round 
development  of  the  protective  policy,  and 
on  the  part  of  this  country  the  establish- 
ment of  a  preference  in  favour  of  im- 
ported Colonial  products.  On  the  first 
of  these  requirements  I  say  nothing ; 
but  if  the  second  involves,  as  it  certainly 
does,  taxation,  however  light,  upon  food- 
stuffs, I  am  convinced  with  you  that  public 
opinion  is  not  yet  ripe."  This,  mind  you, 
is  a  great  national  policy,  involving  the 
destruction  of  a  system  which  has  been 
in  force  in  this  country,  accepted  by  Par- 
liament, by  general  elections,  by  popular 
opinion,  and  ratified  by  the  unparalleled 
prosperity  which  has  extended  over 
half  a  century,  and  this  question  is  to  be 
dealt  with  as  if  it  were  some  trumpery 
Departmental  Bill,  which  at  the  end  of 
the  session  is  described  as  uncontro- 
versial ;  as  if  it  were  a  matter  for  educa- 
ting the  general  public  to  approach  with- 
out shying.   yfh.m  Sir  R.  Peel  came 
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to  the  conclusion,  in  a  protectiomst 
Cabinet,  that  it  was  in  the  interests  and 
for  the  salvation  of  the  country  that  the 
protectionist  policy  should  cease,  he 
told  his  colleagues  so,  and  he  had  only 
three  men  in  that  Cabinet  who  sup- 
ported him.  They  were  Lord  Aberdeen, 
Sir  James  Graham,  and  the  late  Lord 
Herbert  of  Lea.  The  rest  of  the  Cabinet 
were  against  him,  and  they  did  as  Cabinets 
have  done  before,  I  suppose,  and  will 
do  again — they  asked  for  further  time  to 
consider  and  to  inquire.  That  inquiry 
went  on ;  a  certain  interval  elapsed,  and 
when  the  Cabinet  met  again  the  num- 
bers had  rather  changed.  A  coneiderable 
number  had  come  round  to  Sir  R.  Peel ; 
but  in  the  end  two  members  of  the 
Cabinet — one  of  them  a  Minister  of  the 
highest  rank,  the  late  Lord  Derby — 
declined  to  assent  to  the  propoisal. 
What  did  Sir  R.  Feel  do  ?  He  felt  at 
once  that  he  could  not  propose  to  Par- 
liament a  policy  in  those  circumstances, 
as  he  had  not  the  unanimous  support  of 
the  Cabinet ;  and  he  resigned.  The 
Queen  sent  for  Lord  John  Russell,  who 
tried  to  form  a  Cabinet.  He  found, 
however,  that  he  was  incapable  of 
forming  a  Government.  I  think 
he  was  about  a  fortnight  in 
trying  to  form  a  Government,  and 
then  gave  it  up  in  despair,  and  told  the 
Queen  that  he  could  not  form  a  Govern- 
ment. Sir  Robert  Peel  went  down  to 
Windsor  to  resign  the  seals  of  his  office. 
The  first  remark  Her  Majesty  made  to 
him  was — 

"  I  am  not  going  to  accept  your  resignation ; 
I  want  you  to  continue  in  my  service." 

She  told  faim  what  had  passed  between 
herseif  and  Lord  John  Russell,  with 
which,  to  a  certain  extent,  he  was 
acquainted,  and  when  the  Queen 
suggested  that  he  should  consult  his 
colleagues,  he  said  he  was  prepared 
at  once  to  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibihty  of  serving  the  Crown  under 
these  circumstances  of  difficulty,  and  he 
asked  that  he  might  kiss  hands  and 
go  back  to  London  as  Prime  Minister. 
What  4^d  he  do  when  he  came  back  ? 
He  called  his  colleagues  together 
and  that  very  evening  he  told  them  he 
was  determined  to  propose  his  policyf 
whether  his  colleagues  went  with  him  or 

Sir  Henry  Fowlei: 


not,  and  that  he  should  form  a  Govern- 
ment. That  resulted  in  the  reugnation 
of  Lord  Derby  and  another  member  of 
the  Cabinet.  That  was  the  way  in  whicU 
a  great  statesman  approached  a  great 
controversy  of  great  importance  to  the 
country.  It  showed,  first,  that  he  would 
not  attempt  to  go  on  with  a  divid  d 
Cabinet,  and,  secondly,  that  the  Opposi- 
tion must  have  some  opportunity  of 
showing  whether  they  cmld  carry  the  re- 
form. If  they  would  not  do  that,  thea 
he  was  prepared  to  place  the  whole  of 
his  talents  and  abilities  at  the  service  of 
the  Crown,  whether  his  colleagues  ^rced 
with  him  or  not.  I  think  that  is  a  pre- 
cedent which  might  have  been  followed 
in  the  present  situation.  I  will  now  go 
back  to  one  or  two  more  dates.  The 
noble  Lord  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man resigned.  But  what  was  the 
poation  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  at 
that  moment?  On  Ist  October  we  had 
the  great  meeting  at  Sheffield  

Sir  HOWARD  VINCBNT  (Sheffield, 
Central):  "Hear,  hear!"  ^ 

•Sir  henry  FOWLER :  Held,  most  : 
appropriately,  in  the  constituency  of  the  j 
hon.  and  gallant  Member — Si  monumaUuvt  \ 
(fuoeris  eircumtpice.  The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire had  been  rather  doubtful  as  to 
his  position,  still  clinging  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  policy  of  retaliation  and 
nothing  else.  But  the  next  morning, 
when  he  read  the  Sheffield  speech,  he  sent 
in  his  resignation.  It  was  perfectly  clear 
to  him  what  the  position  oi  the  GoTem- 
ment  was.  He  did  not  \wre  them  on 
the  ground  of  that  which  they  now  pro- 
pound as  their  policy.  He  left  them  be- 
cause he  saw  clearly  and  distinctly  that 
that  was  but  the  commencement  of  a 
policy  of  protection,  and  that  the  Sheffield 
speech  was  a  mere  makeshift  for  election- 
eering and  Party  purposes,  and  to  prevent, 
as  the  Prime  Minister  frankly  said  in  his 
speech,  the  breaking-up  of  the  great 
Unionist  Party.  I  do  not  find  fault  with 
the  Leader  of  that  Party,  I  do  not  find 
fault  with  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
in  doing  what  they  could  to  prevent  the 
breaking-up  of  their  Party.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  Parliamentsay 
Government  means  ^Baxty  GoTemj^BiK' 
and  that  th«^ii!g<^h)0^^^^^a^iiger  and 
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menace  to  the  political  system  and  con- 
stitution of  this  country  than  the  forma- 
tion of  separate  groups  similar  to  those 
which  exist  in  the  French  Chamber. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  his  beet  to 
prevent  that  catastrophe,  and  no  one 
could  find  fault  with  him.  But  after  that 
the  mission  began.  The  missionary  went 
forth,  and  we  had  a  succession  of  clever, 
able  speeches,  most  popular,  received 
with  great  enthusiasm,  in  large  centres. 
I  am  not  going  to  belittle  the  talents  or 
the  abilities  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham.  But 
what  was  the  Government  doing  all  this 
time  ?  Was  there  any  voice  ever  went 
forth  from  them  that  they  differed  in  any 
way  from  his  policy,  that  they  dissented 
from  what  he  was  doing  ?  Was  there 
anything  even  approaching  to  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  said  at 
Bristol,  and  to  what  he  said  last  night  ? 
On  the  contrary.  Let  me  recall  to  the 
memory  of  the  House  what  the  colleagues 
of  the  Prime  Minister  were  doing  all  this 
time.  Was  there  a  speech  made  by  a 
colleague  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  which 
they  did  not,  while,  of  course,  accepting 
the  formula  pf  "freedom  of  negotiation" 
— that  was  the  pet  phrase  then — express 
one  after  another  their  enthusiasm  for  the 
proposals  of  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham, and  their  intention  to  support 
them  when  it  was  safe  to  do  so  ?  1  will 
say  that  among  the  most  outspoken  and 
straightforward  of  those  utterances  were 
those  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.   What  did  he  say  ?   He  said — 

"  He  had  no  difficulty  or  hesitation  in  stating 
bis  own  views  as  a  member  of  tiie  Government. 
He  accepted,  endorsed,  and  followed  the  policy 
of  the  nime  Minister,  but  he  did  not  pretend 
for  one  moment  that  he  did  not  believe,  as  he 
had  alwHS  believed,  that  ultimately  the  policy 
which  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  been  advancing 
with  sach  marveUous  ability  and  such  wonder- 
ful snecees  wouh]  have  to  be  adopted  by 
the  peo[de  of  thia  cotmtcy." 

[Hon.  Membebs  :  "Hear,  hear!**]  Re- 
concile those  cheers  with  the  speech  of 
last  night.  Let  m'^  take  another  very 
outspoken  member  of  the  Government, 
the  Postmaster-Cteneral.   He  said — 

"  Snppoang  at  the  next  general  election  Mr. 
Chamberlain  8  proposals  carried  the  field  T  He 
should  be  prepared  then,  as  he  was  now,  to 
follow  absolutely  and  implicitly,  in  all  the 
general,  weU>establiahedj>rinoipIee  of  the  Par^ 
to  wUch  he  bdoQged.  J  But  it  would  probab^ 


have  to  be  not  aa  a  member  of  the  Government, 
but  as  a  private  Member,  because  he  should 
have  to  reserve  to  himself  the  right  to  veto 
against  any  part  of  the  proposals." 

There  was  another  distinguished  Mem- 
ber. I  regard  him,  without  excessive 
compliment,  or  in  any  way  wishing  to 
flatter,  as  among  the  most  distinguished 
members  of  the  present  Government — 
a  rising  statesman  of  whom,  I  think,  the 
House  is  proud,  and  for  whom  we  may 
look  forward  to  a  brilliant  future.  I 
mean  the  noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs.    What  does  he  say  1 

"  Two  distinct " — 
an  acute  intellect  the  noble  Lord  has — 

"bat  not  incompatiUo  policies " — 

why,  the  whole  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
is  blown  to  the  winds  if  you  accept  that 

description — 

"  had  been  put  forward  by  the  Government  and 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment had  been  compelled  to  descend  from  the 
fence.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  when  a 
general  election  oame,  he  did  not  see  wbj  it 
should  come  for  a  long  time " — 

it  is  a  deep-rooted  conviction  of  His 
Majesty^s  Mimsters  that  a  general  elec- 
tion should  not  come  for  a  long  tim^— 

"Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy  would  be  oom- 
pletely  realised,  and  that  the  question  wliich 
would  be  put  before  the  dectorftte  would  be 
the  question  of  .tariff  reform." 

I  think  the  noble  Lord  gave  us  a  still 
more  interesting,  what  shall  I  say,  rela- 
tion of  his  own  personal  opinion,  worthy 
of  note,  especially  after  hi?  interpolation 
last  night  about  methods  and  object. 
The  House  will  remember  the  im- 
plicit, the  child-like  confidence  with 
which  the  noble  Lord  said  he  did  "  not 
ask  to  see  the  distant  scene,  one  step 
enough  for  him."  Last  night  he  said  he 
did  not  difier  from  the  object,  but  from 
the  methods.  One  step  enough  for  him. 
Yes,  but  he  knew  where  he  was  starting 
from  and  where  he  was  going  to.  He 
knew  where  that  step  was  to  end, 
that  it  was  to  be  followed  by  other 
steps,  and  if  he  did  not  know  that,  if  he 
did  not  mean  that,  he  would  not  have 
taken  even  the  first  step.  The  policy 
was  olear  and  distinct.  I  do  not  think 
any  policy  has  beoi  more  clearly  put 
forward  in  our  time,  notwithstanding  the 
mvstification  and  muddle  with  .^liiph,  i.t 
has  been  environedf^'^'l^^^bdU^^ 
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mean,  if  they  can,  to  carry  out  the  policy 
of  the  Member  tor  West  Birmingham. 
They  believe  it  to  be  the  best  policy  for 
the  Government,  they  believe  it  to  be  the 
best  policy  fot  the  country,  and  they 
believe  it  to  be  the  best  policy  for  the 
Conservative  Party.  I  do  not  hear  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  cheering  that  remark. 
A  wonderful  change  has  come  over  the 
scene.  The  ceaseless  cheering  with  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  has  always  been 
greeted  in  this  House  and  out  of  it  since 
these  proposals  were  produced  is  now 
hushed  into  silence.  Ah,  there  has  been 
another  mission  abroad  besides  the  West 
Birmingham  mission .  There  has  been  the 
mission  of  the  by-elections,  and  I  know 
few  sermons  that  have  produced  such  mar- 
vellous results  on  the  convictions,  and 
no  doubt  on  the  votes,  of  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  as  that  significant  writing  on  t^e 
wall. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  Only  one. 

•Sir  henry  FOWLER  :  Only  one ! 
Twenty-six  since  the  policy  was  pro- 
pounded, and  of  those  twenty-six,  at  the 
time  of  the  general  election,  you  had  a 
majority  of  fourteen,  and  to-day  we  have  a 
majority  of  two.  That  is  a  sound,  straight- 
forward fact  not  an  illustration .  And  what 
is  the  policy  of  the  Conservative  Party  in 
the  provinces  1  What  is  the  policy  which 
is  attempting  to  break  np  the  Unionist 
Party,  to  capture  the  organisation  of  the 
Unionist  Party  ?  Why,  to  support  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  I  doubt 
whether  any  Conservative  candidate 
would  have  a  chance  in  any  strong 
Conservative  constituency  unless  he  was 
prepared  to  use  that  shibboleth.  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  doubt 
thati 

r^THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
LoHO,  Bristol,  S. ) :  I  did  not  wish  to  inter- 
rupt the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Perhaps  I 
spoke  too  loudly  to  my  right  hon.  friend. 
I  was  saying  to  him  that  the  argument 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to 
be  altogether  inconsistent  with  what  he 
had  just  said.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  a  moment  ago  that  a  change  had 
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come  over  the  spirit  of  our  dream,  and 
that  the  policy  of  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham was  very  unpopular  with  our 
friends.  He  now  says  the  whole  Con- 
servative Fart^  will  have  notlung  bat  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman. 

•Sir  HBNRT  FOWLER  :  I  am  very 

glad  of  the  interruption.  I  rather  invited 
it.  I  nevrr  doubted  the  position  of  the 
Conservative  Party.  I  said  it  was  not 
popular  with  the  country.  That  is  the 
question  whic).  wp  .  ,dV  still  got  to  settle. 
That  is  the  one  tribunal  that  you  do  not 
want  to  go  to.  That  is  the  one  thing 
yon  are  united  about  beyond  all  ques- 
tion. When  some  one  attacked  Lord 
Melbourne  on  the  distracted  and  divided 
councils  of  his  Ministry  and  the  position 
they  were  cutting  in  Parliament  and  in 
the  country,  and  remonstrated  with  him 
upon  them,  he  Said — 

"  There  is  one  question  on  which  we  are  all 
united.** 

He  was  asked  what  that  was^  and  he 
replied — 

"  We  do  not  mean  to  gu  out." 

Passing  away  from  the  history  of  the 
autumn,  I  come  to  what  I  must  call  the 
extxaordinary  speech  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade — a  speech  which  won 
the  vote  and  secured  the  approval  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  threw  overboard  the  whole  policy 
of  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
I  do  not  think  he  did.  He  drew  a  very 
singular  distinction  as  he  went  on  be- 
tween his  individual  opinion  and  his 
opinion  as  a  member  of  the  Government. 
We  all  respect  him,  and  I  have  the  pro- 
foundest  respect  for  him  personally  and 
also  on  account  of  his  talent.  Bat  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  Minister  of 
Commerce,  the  Min  star  of  Trade  in  this 
country,  so  long  as  he  holds  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  inAtir^ 
authorised  to  express  in  any  shape  t**" 
form  in  this  House  his  individual  opiraon 
on  matters  so  vitally  affecting  one  ttfade. 
He  must  speak  and  can  speak  oply  as 
the  Minister  of  Commerce.  He  wJ&s  per- 
fectly  frank  with  the  House,  biat  when 
you  strip  from  his  statement  lifcst  night 
what  was  the  individual  opinio::.'  to  whicb 
he  did  not  pledge  thei^veriuauit,  and 
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the  opinion  which  he  expressed  as  1 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  you 
will  see  there  is  a  very  wide  distinction. 
Among  the  Members  of  the  GoTemmeut 
who  have  expressed  their  full  ooncorrenoe, 
not  only  wi;^  the  policy  of  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham,  but  with  the 
pohcy  of  protection,  unashamed  and 
naked  protection,  is  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.  But  where  the  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  Board  of  Trade,  as  I  think, 
is  not  entitled  to  have  two  separate 
opinions,  one  as  President  and  one  as  an 
individual,  I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  ought  not  to  speak  with 
two  voices.  I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
well-understood  constitutional  discipline 
of  (Government  in  this  country  does  not 
leave  it  open  to  any  Minister  who  is  not 
a  responsible  member  of  the  Cabinet  to 
differ  in  this  House  from  ike  policy  of  his 
chief. 

I  now  come  to  the  policy  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  put  before  the  House — 
the  policy  of  power  to  negotiate .  Well, 
Sir,  the  Government  have  got 
that  power ;  no  Act  of  Parliament  i 
is  necessary  to  give  it  to  them.  Are  the 
l^al  advisers  of  the  Crown  goiI^;  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  whereby  it  is  to  be  enacted  that 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  are  to  have  power 
to  negotiate  treaties  with  foreign 
countries  ?  No.  But  you  will  observe 
that  the  point  upon  which  you  could  not 
pin  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
last  night,  was  as  to  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment in  this  matter.  He  said,  of  course, 
that  no  taxation  should  be  imposed  in 
this  country  without  the  consent  of 
ParHament.  That  we  know  pretty  well. 
Then  he  was  asked  whether  his  contention 
was  that  the  consent  of  Parliament  should 
be  given  in  each  individual  case,  and  he 
was  not  at  liberty  to  say — the  Cabinet 
had  not  determined  upon  that.  What 
does  that  amount  to  ?  Did  it  amount  to 
a  suggestion  that  the  Crown  might  nego- 
tiate treaties  involving  taxation  ?  I  do 
not  wish  to  carry  that  point  ainr  further 
than  is  fair  and  just  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  that  point  is  not  cleared 
up.  Some  responsible  merober  of  the 
Government  must  make  it  clear — some 
member  of  the  Cabinet  who  has  authority 
to  say — ^what  the  Prime  Minister  really 
means  about  the  power  of  Parliament. 
We  have  had  a  precedent  quoted  over  and 
over  againin  tiiese  debates — the  precedent 
/ 


of  the  French  treaty.  How  was  that 
done  ?  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Cobden 
negotiated  with  the  French  Government 
month  after  month,  and  all  the  way 
through  it  was  understood  that  these 
negotiations  were  to  be  subject  to  the 
decimon  of  Parliament.  And  what 
happened  ?  On  the  first  night  of  that 
session  the  representative  of  the 
Foreign  Minister  laid  the-  treaty  upon 
the  Table  of  this  House,  and  then 
Mr.  Gladstone  announced  that  he 
would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
asking  the  judgment  of  the  House  upon 
it,  and  that  no  further  step  could  be 
taken — he  would  not  bring  in  his  Budget  <■ 
nor  deal  with  taxation  in  any  shape  or 
form — until  the  House  had  discussed  and 
sanctioned  that  Bill.  What  was  the  diffi- 
culty in  doing  that  ?  The  House,  by  an 
enormous  majority,  expressed  their  ap- 
proval of  that  treaty,  and  gave  the  Crown 
full  power  to  n^otiate  that ,  specific 
treaty.  The  Crown  had  power  to  negotiate 
treaties,butMr.  Gladstone  asked  theHonse 
to  sanction  that  specific  arrangement,  and 
I  the  House  did  so.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
there  must  be  something  behind — some- 
thing which  it  is  intended  to  remove  from 
the  purview  and  power  of  the  House  of 
Commons.   So  much  for  retaliation. 

My  right  hon.  friend  the-Member  for 
Berwickshire  asked  inone  of  his  trenchant 
speeches  during  the  recess — 

"On  whom  are  you  going  to  retaliate;  on 
vhftt  are  you  going  to  retaliate ;  and  how  are 
going  to  retaliate!  " 

We  have  not  had  one  line,  one  syllable^ 
to  illumine  us  on  that  question.  They 
say,  "  We  want  to  put  down  'dumping.'  '* 
You  will  be  very  clever  if  you  can  put 
down  "dumping,"  if  "dumping"  means 
selling  things  below  their  cost  price  in 
competition  with  fair  trade.  There  is  a 
great  deal  o^"  dumping  "  done  at  home, 
and  so  there  will  be  as  long  as  men  fail, 
as  long  as  men  have  difficulties,  as. 
long  as  they  have  to  go  to  their  bankers, 
as  long  as  they  have  to  realise  their  stocks 
by  selling  them  at  far  below  cost.  You 
cannot  put  a  stop  to  an  Englishman 
exporting,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  goods 
at  a  less  price  than  it  cost  him  to  make 
them,  if  he  can  get  a  market  for  them 
abroad.  There  is  "dumping"  which  is 
very  beneficial  and  ought  not  to  be  inter- 
fered with ;  there  is  "  dumping  '*  which 
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supplies  a  large  portion  of  otir  raw 
material.  White  I  was  in  Scotland  the 
other  day  I  met  a  large  manufacturer 
there,  and  was  talking  to  him  about 
"dumping."   He  told  me  tlus — 

"  Z  had  aa  wder  to  moke  «Hne  steel  tubei 
for  New  York— for  an  American  bouse.  I  could 
not^tender  for  those  tubes  if  I  bought  steel 
eitlwr  in  England  or  in  Scotland.  I  tried 
C3nnan3r  and  I  could  not  do  it  there.  I  tried 
S  -veden,  and  I  could  not  do  it  there.  As  a  last 
roBort  I  tried  'America  itself,  and  from  New 
York  I  bought  the  steel  ingots  which  were  ex- 
ported from  New  York  and  sent  into  Glasgow, 
and  t^ere  I  made  my  steel  tubes.  I  employed 
my  men,  I  employed  my  capital,  and  I  sent  the 
tubee  out  to  New  York  and  was  paid  a  price 
which  was  an  amfle  remnnwation  to  myself." 

That  shows  that "  dumping  "  is  not  alway  sa 
very  profitable  poHcy,  even  for  those  who 
indulge  in  it.  The  result  of  that "  dump- 
ing" was  to  bring  back  to  the  United 
States,  in  competition  with  their  own 
manofactmres,  manofactures  that  came 
from  this  country. 

There  is  another  sort  of  dumping. 
We  have  not  heard  a  word  about 
it  eifjier  from  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham or  from  the  Government.  The 
Member  for  West  Bristol  did  make  some 
allusion  to  it  last  night.  I  mean  the 
bounties  paid  by  the  Colonies  —  the 
bounties  paid  by  Canada  on  the  export  of 
all  iron  manufactured  goods  to  this 
country  which  comply  with  their  condi- 
tions. Are  our  manufacturers  to  accept 
that !  Is  that  in  the  scheme  for  having 
a  better  footing  with  the  Colonies  ?  Are 
we  to  accept  "  dumping "  from  them 
without  any  countcrvaiHng  duty  to  meet 
it  ?  A  merchant  in  Wolverhampton  who 
exports  large  quantities  of  goods  to  the 
East  told  me  the  other  day  that  a  com- 
plaint was  made  to  him  by  one  of  the 
lirgest  firms  with  whom  he  had  been 
doing  business  for  many  years  that  he 
was  not  buying  from  them  as  he  used  to 
do.   He  said — 

"  No,  I  can  buy  cheaper  elsewhere."  He  was 
asked,  "  Doyou  get  tho goods  from  Germany  T" 
"  No  I  do  not."  "  Then  you  get  them  from  the 
United  States  ? "  He  said,  "  No,  I  do  not." 
"  If  it  is  not  an  impertinent  question,  may  I  ask 
where  you  do  get  them  from  ?  "  "  Oh,  yes  ;  I 
get  them  from  Canada." 

And  buying  cheaper  from  Canada  he  is 
r.ble  to  send  those  goods  toother  parts  of 
the  world.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  the 
r'ght  or  wrong  of  any  specific  ca»?.  I 
want  the  House  to  see  that  this  question 
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of  retaUation  is  surrounded  with  diffi- 
culties. I  might  almost  quote  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's words  and  say  I  beliere  it  passes 
the  wit  of  man  to  devise  any  scheme 
which  will  meet  those  difficulties, 
which  will  not  involve  this  country  in 
greater  difficulties,  in  greater  dangers, 
and  in  worse  results  to  our  trade.  How  are 
yougoingtc  retaliateon  theUnited  States  ? 
They  send  us  about  £20,000,000  a  year  of 
manufactured  goods,  and  you  send 
£20,000,000  to  them,  and  all  the  rest  is  food 
and  raw  material.  jKetaliation  to  be  effec- 
tive must  be  based  on  the  taxation  of  food; 
there  is  no  help  for  it.  Those  who  say 
they  are  strong  opponents  of  any  taxa- 
tion on  food  and  yet  are  prepared  to 
accept  the  undefined,  unexplained,  and 
unexplainable  theory  of  retaliation,  I 
think  are  playing  with  double-edged  tools. 

What  is  the  issue  before  this  House  % 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol,  with  his  usual  acuteness, 
desired  to  put  us  on  to  another  scent. 
It  was  **  confidence  in  the  Government " ; 
it  was  belief  in  the  boundless  wisdom  of 
the  Government ;  in  the  long  experience 
of  the  Government;  in  every  element 
that  makes  up  a  strong  Administration. 
Upon  those  grounds  we  ought  not  to  dis- 
turb the  present  position.  My  right  hon. 
friend's  Amendment  is  not  a  censure  of 
the  Government.  There  is  not  a  line  of 
censure  of  the  Government.  There  is  no 
saying  what  they  ought  to  have  done  that 
they  have  not  done,  what  they  might 
have  done  and  have  not  done,  what  they 
ought  to  have  done  but  what  they  do  not 
propose  to  do.  What  does  the  Amend- 
ment say  ?  It  says  this — 

*'  We  respectfully  submit  to  Yonr  Hajeaty  the 
judgment  of  this  Honse  " — 

This  House  has  a  right  to  have  judgment 
on  a  question  of  this  kind.  This  House 
has  a  right  to  express  its  judgment  on  a 
great  question  of  Imperial  policy  without 
restraint  and  without  any  other  Party 
issue  being  drawn  into  it. 

"  We  respectfully  submit  to  Yoor  Majesty  the 
judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of 
protective  duties  has  for  more  than  half  a  oen 
tuiy  actively  conduced  to  the  vast  extension  of 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the 
welfare  of  its  population." 

Are  you  going  to  vote  "  No  "  to  that  1 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  "  No  " 
to  that  ?  The  hon  Member  who  has  just 
spoken  will  say  > "  No,"  and  I  have  no 
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doubt  the  Member  for  SheflSeld  will  say 
*'  No,"  but  the  House  of  Commons  would 
not^say  "  No  "  to  that.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
says  he  must  vote  against  that.  What  is 
the  next  point  ? 

**  This  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs 
of  social  ImproTemeDt  are  still  monilold  aod 
urgent^  uiy  return  to  protective  duties,  more 
particularly  when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the 
people,  would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our 
natumaJ  strengtii,  contentment,  and  well- 
being." 

I  am  ready  to  go  to  the  country  on  that 
issue.  The  man  who  votes  against  that 
Resolution  as  forming  a  part  of  his  own 
judgment  or  the  judgment  of  the  House 
is  committed  to  the  policy  of  protection. 
He  is  committed  to  the  policy  of  the 
Prime  Himster  of  reversing,  deleting, 
destroying,  the  fiscal  policy  that  this 
country  has  possessed  for  the  last  two 
generations.  That  is  the  issue  we 
challenge;  that  is  the  issue  we  shall 
take.  I,  Sir,  for  one,  believing  as  I  do  in 
the  gigantic  consequences  of  this  disaster ; 
believing  as  I  do  in  the  terrible  calamity 
in  which  protection  would  involve  our 
trade,  oommeroe,  manufacturers,  and  the 
woricing  classes  of  all  shades  and  de- 
scriptions ;  knowing  as  I  do  that  there  is 
not  a  tittle  of  reliable  evidence  to  show 
that  any  of  these  disasters  have  resulted 
from  the  adoption  of  free  trade — I  avow 
myself  an  anti-protectionist  and  a  staunch 
and  convinced  free-trader. 

*Thb  paruambntary  secre- 
tary TO  THE  BOARD  OP  TRADE 
<Mt.  Bonar  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars) : 
The  House  will  have  noticed  that  there 
is  a  return  on  the  Benches  opposite  to  the 
tone  which  marked  them  on  the  first 
night  of  the  session.  It  struck  me  that 
this  tone  had  rather  disappeared  after  the 
debate  on  the  War  Amendment.  It  has 
now  come  back,  and  I  for  one  do  not 
regret  it,  for  I  think  the  jubilant  tone 
adopted  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  will 
make  our  debates  more  interesting.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  incidentally  used 
the  phrase  "  wandering  in  the  wilderness," 
and  he  applied  it  to  us.  It  struck  me 
while  he  was  speaking,  that  perhaps  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opx>o«te 
should  not  be  too  confident.  I  have 
seen  them  confident  before,  and  the  simile 
about  the  wilderness  remiiuis  me  that  the 
leader  who  conducted  the  people  to  the 


chosen  land  was  not  the  leader  who 
actually  led  them  into  it.  There  is 
another  lesson  for  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  Party  opposite,  which  is,  that  of  the 
vast  host  who  went  into  the  wilderness, 
a  vray  small  number  indeed  were  per- 
mitted to  do  more  than  look  upon  the 
promised  land. 

Sir,  this  is  a  very  big  subject,  and  I 
scarcely  know  where  to  begin,  and  if  I 
may  judge  from  the  experience  of  this  de- 
bate it  may  be  yet  more  difl&cult  later  on 
to  know  where  to  end.  The  right  hon« 
Gentleman  devoted  a  laige  part  of  the 
introduction  of  his  speech  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  differences  between  members 
of  the  Cabinet  and  to  the  action  of  the 
Prime  Minister  in  regard  to  them.  The 
fact  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  do 
so  is  the  best  proof  that  tha  Party 
opposite  made  a  great  mistake  in  insist- 
ing on  taking  this  debate  when  the  Prime 
Minister  could  not  be  present,  for  no  one 
except  the  Prime  Minister  can  posubly 
answer  the  questions  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  raised. 

Now,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
dealt  largely  with  history.  He  alluded 
to  what  took  place  tn  Sir  Robert  Peel's 
Government,  and  he  thought  that  we 
ought  to  have  acted  in  the  same  way.  But 
there  is  one  marked  distinction.  Famine 
was  abroad  in  the  land  at  the  time  when  Sir 
Robert  Peel  was  Prime  Minister,  and  he 
had  to  take  action  then  and  there.  We 
have  not  as  a  Government  to  take  any 
action  now,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  take 
any.  We  are  patting  a  policy  before  the 
country,  and  it  will  be  for  the  country  to 
decide  whether  or  not  they  accept  it.  But, 
interested  as  I  was  in  the  right  Hon. 
Gentleman's  history,  I  was  still 
more  interested  in  the  history  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose. 
He  dealt  with  a  period  about  whicl)  there 
has  been  much  difierence  of  opinion.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  brushed  aside  as 
absolutely  irrelevant  the  prophecies 
which  Cobden  made  in  regard  to  this  very 
question.  I  do  not  think  they  are  very 
important,  but  I  do  not  think  they  arc 
irrelevant.  What  were  those  prophecies  "i 
The  first  was  that  the  change  would  not 
injure  the  agriculture  of  this  country. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that 
if,  in  the  great  meetings  of  people  inter* 
ested  in  agriculture  which  Cobden 
addressed,  he  had  told  them  what  its 
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(ffect  would  be  on  agriculture  that  would 
have  had  no  iofluence  on  their  minds  1 
Then  take  the  other  prophecy,  which  1 
think  is  more  important — that  every 
nation  in  the  world  would  adopt  our  system 
in  five  years.  It  may  be  quite  true  that 
Cobden  did  not  make  that  the  staple  of 
his  speech,  but  it  is  to  be  assumed  that 
since  Cobden  stated  it  he  believed  it,  for 
I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  no  one  in  English  politics  was  ever 
more  candid  or  straightforward  than 
Cobden.  If  Cobden  believed  it,  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  or  anyone  say  that 
it  did  not  influence  his  mind  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  policy  which  he  was  putting 
before  the  country.  If  Cobden  had  fore- 
seen that  instead  of  our  getting  free  access 
to  every  market  in  the  world,  all  the  great 
countries  would  be  doing  everything  in 
thsir  power  to  prevent  our  selling  to 
them,  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
that  that  would  have  had  no  influence  on 
Cobden's  mind  ? 

There  is  another  aspect  of  this  question. 
When    my    right    hon.    friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  gave  his 
version  of  the  history  of  the  Corn  Laws 
Agitation,  a  howl  went  np  all  over  the 
country  from  those  who  felt  that  one  of 
their  most  cherished  superstitions  was 
being  taken  from  them.  But  what  were  the 
statements  made  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
to  which  exception  was  taken  ?    The  first 
was  that  the  Corn  Laws  agitation  was  not 
a  working  men's  agitation,  that  the  work- 
ing men  stood  aloof  from  it.    The  second 
was  that  it  was  carried  entirely  by  the 
maonfacturing  classes.  The  third  was  that 
it  was  carried  by  the  manufacturing 
classes  largely  on  account  of  their  selfish 
interests.    If  we  are  told  that  that  is  a 
Birmingham  heresy,  then  at  all  events 
Cobden  was  one  of  the  heretics.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Montrose  is  a  great  authority  on  history, 
especially  the  history  of  this  period,  and  I 
certainly  would  not  venture  to  put  my 
opinion  against  his,  least  of  all  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  when  I  find  that 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  a  politician  is  controverted 
by  his  opinion  as  a  man  of  letters, 
I    do    not  hesitate.     I    take    agai  □ 
those    three   poipts.    The    first  was 
that  it  was  not  a  woiking  men's  agita- 
tion.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman  himself 
says,  in  his  "  Life  at  Cobden,"  that  it  was 

Mr,  Bonar  Late, 


not  the  working  classes  in  whom  Cobd:'a 
had  confidence.  More  than  that,  C:>bdf'n 
wrote  a  letter — which  is  in  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman's  book — in  which  he 
charged  the  leaders  of  the  working  classu 
with  having  stood  aloof  from  that  move- 
ment. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Montrose 
Bu^hs) :  Why  docs  the  hon.  Gentleman 
try  to  draw  a  distinction  between  what  I 
say  as  a  politician  and  what  I  have  said 
as  a  man  of  letters  %  There  is  no  differ- 
ence whatever. 

*Mk.  BONAK  LAW :  I  certainly  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his 
speech  last  night  to  controvert  the  state- 
ment to  which  I  refer. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY:  Oh,  no. 

•Mr.  BONAR  law  :  Well,  if  he  did 
not  others  have  done  so.  The  next  point 
was  that  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws  was 
carried  by  the  manufacturing  classes. 
Again,  in  the  "  Life  of  Cobden  "  there  is  a 
letter  in  which  he  distinctly  says  that  that 
was  so.  The  third  point  was,  that  it  was 
carried  by  the  manufacturing  classes  on 
account  of  their  own  interests.  Perhaps 
the  House  would  like  me  to  read  the 
passage  referring  to  that — 

1^  "  I  am  afraid  tiiat  most  of  ns  entered  upon 

this  struggle  with  the  view  that  we  had  m  diatmct 
class  interest  in  the  question,  and  that  we 
should  carry  it  by  a  maDife6tati<Hi  erf  our  will 
against  the  will  of  othw  pntianB  of  the 

community." 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on."]  I  have  not  the  book 
with  me,  but  I  saw  nothing  in  it  to  con- 
tradict that.  There  is  another  sentence 
in  Cobden*8  Utter  which  is  of  interest. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  addressed  an 
enthusiastic  meeting  at  Manchester ;  the 
spirit  of  Cobden  seemed  to  permeate  the 
atmosphere,  but  I  think  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  chosen  to  read  this  lett«r 
it  would  have  had  a  very  damping  effect 
on  the  enthusiasm  of  his  audience.  Let 
me  read  it — 

"  To  coofew  my  honest  belief  I  nfffi  * 
Uaachester  cooBtitueacy  now  that  its  grow 
pocket  question  is  settled  as  a  very  aowutd 
and  tmaafe  one." 
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But  there  is  another  city  of  which 
Cobden  spoke  in  a  very  different  way; 
of  it  he  said — 

**  I  hsTe  always  had  -the  opinion  that  the  ' 
woial  and  pt^tieal  state  of  we  town  is  far  ! 
more  healtfar  than  that  of  Huicheatcr."  j 

What  was  that  other  city  %  it  was  the 
oity  of  Birmingham.  j 

Hb.  JOHN  MORLEY :  Because  Man- 
ohestOT  had  rejected  Mr.  Bright,  and 
Birmingham  had  accepted  him. 

*Mb.  BONAR  law  :  I  think  the  words 
I  have  read  go  a  little  farther  than  a  mngle 
election.  Now  I  wish  to  draw  another 
inference  from  the  "  Life  of  Cob- 
den." I  am  called  by  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  a  full  fledged  protectionist. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  been  so 
named.  I  remember  that  in  the  first 
debate  on  this  subject  I  was  spoken  of  not 
only  as  a  protectiomst,  but  as  a  Canadian 
protectionist,  which  is,  I  suppose,  a  very 
bad  species.  But  if  I  am  a  protectionist  I 
say  that  the  word  has  not  now  the  mean-  ! 
ing  which  was  attached  to  it  sixty  years 
ago.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  last  night  gave  a  d^ni- 
tion  in  which  I  agree,  l<x  it  exactly 
expresses  the  view  which  I  have  always 
held.  He  said  that  t^ose  are  not  pro- 
teotionists  whose  aim  is  to  increase  the 
export  trade  of  this  counti^. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  <Bri«tol,  W.) : 
No,  I  did  not  say  that. 

*Mr.  BONAR  LAW:  I  alluded  to  the 
remark  made  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
that  when  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  began  he 
was  in  favour  of  increasing  our  foreign 
tzade,  and  that  now  he  had  ceased  to  be 
in  iavoui  of  it.  At  all  events,  whatever 
may  be  the  opinion  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  I  say  that  as  regards  this  question 
our  aims  are  exactly  the  same  as  the 
aims  of  Cobden.  [Cries  of  "Oh,  oh!"] 
Yes,  our  aims  are  the  same,  and  just  as 
Cobden  tried  to  carry  out  the  poUcy  he 
believed  in,  in  the  way  best  adapted  to 
the  existing  conditions  of  the  coimtry  at 
that  time,  so  we  are  trying  to  carry  out 
our  aims  in  the  best  way  adapted  to  the 
present  conditions  of  the  country.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  Who  are  we  ?]  I  mean 
His  Majesty's  Government,  and  oui  aim 

VOL.  CXXIX.   [Fourth  Serdes.] 


is  to  increase  and  not  restrict  the  foreign 
trade  of  this  country.  There  is  to  my 
mind  a  great  difference  between  the 
views  held  by  Oobden  and  the  views 
which  are  now  put  forward  in  his  name. 
To  judge  by  the  speeches  made  by  those 
who  are  opposed  to  any  change  in  our 
fiscal  system,  their  whole  object  appears 
to  be  that  we  ought  to  keep  things 
cheap.  Cobden  did  not  say  that,  for 
he  said  deliberately — 

"  I  do  not  aim  at  cheapness  at  all,  bnt  vhat 
I  aim  at  is  a  free  interchange  <A  commodities." 

He  did  not  say  he  aimed  at  cheapness 

for  a  very  good  reason.  He  was  a 
business  man  and  he  knew,  as  every 
business  man  knows  now,  that  the  times 
when  prices  are  lowest  are  the  times 
when  working  men  are  worst  off.  [Minis- 
TBRULCTies  ^  "  Hear,  hear  I"  and  Opposi- 
TIOH  cries  of  "  No,  no.'*]  Then  I  invite 
hon.  Oentlemen  opposite  to  study  th" 
Blue-books  upon  this  matter.  What  is  it 
that  makes  prices  low  ?  It  is  bad  trade. 
[Opposition  cries  of  "No,  no!"]  Bad 
trade  makes  the  prices  of  all  com- 
modities low,  and  if  my  hon.  friends 
opposite  will  study  the  charts  in 
the  Blue-book  they  wUl  find  that 
invariably  when  prices  are  lowest,  em- 
ployment is  worst  in  this  country.  It 
is  good  trade  that  makes  high  prices,  and 
if  the  sole  object  that  we  have  in  view  is 
to  have  things  always  cheap,  there  is 
nothing  easier.  To  keep  prices  always  low 
all  that  is  necessary  is  to  keep  trade 
always  bad ;  and  to  do  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  justice  when  they  have  been  in 
power  they  have  generally  succeeded  in 
attaining  that  objeot.  Cobden  expressed 
his  view  in  a  parable  when  he  asked  his 
audience  to  suppose  this  country  to  be 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  not 
by  the  ocean  but  by  the  River  Thames, 
in  the  midst  of  which  a  powerful  demon 
prevented  trade  between  those  on  one 
fflde  who  had  raw  matraial  and  those  on 
the  other  who  required  that  material  for 
manufactures.  Cobden  laid  the  demon 
in  his  day;  but  he  has  risen  t^ain. 
["  Hear,  hear,  "  and  cries  of  "  Name."] 
True,  he  allows  the  stream  of  commerce 
to  flow  in  one  direction;  he  allows 
buying,  but  prevents  selling.  The 
policy  of  t^e  Prime  Minister  is  to  lay 
that  demon  once  more,  and  to  give  us 
again  ^  exchangg^to  ^^ijj^gf^le 
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to  sell  freely  as  well  as  to  buy  freely.  We 
are  told  there  ie  no  need  for  this :  have 
we  not  got  the  most-favoored-nation 
clause  ?  In  the  debate  on  the  Sngar 
Convention  I  Tentuied  to  say  that  we 
attadied  to  that  clause  a  snperstitions 
▼aloe  which  it  did  not  possesB.  We  know 
more  abont  it  now,  we  Imow  so  mnob 
about  it  that  no  bon.  Gentleman  opposite 
has  ventured  to  put  that  argument 
forward.  I  shall  not  therefore  say  any- 
thing more  about  it  at  present.  But  we 
are  told  that  retaliation  is  useless,  that 
tariff  wars  always  fail.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Berwick  has 
made  himself  specially  pnmunent  in 
stating  this  view.  I  wonder  where 
he  got  his  information.  In  recent 
years  there  have  b  sen  three  tariff 
wars,  and  the  most  important  of  these 
has  been  between  Germany  and  Russia. 
In  that  instance  the  issue  was  clear. 
Russia  pat  on  h^;h  daties,  and  Germany, 
having  remonstrated  in  vain,  engaged  in 
a  tariff  war  and  got  her  way.  German 
exports  to  Russia  which  between  1880 
and  1892  fell  from  £10,000,000  to 
£6,000,000  sterling,  in  the  years  1893  to 
1901  rose  again  to  £16,000,000.  A 
tariff  war  is  bad,  costly,  and  only  to  be 
resorted  to  in  the  last  eztremi^,  but 
because  a  tariff  war  is  costly  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  stand  d^enoeless  before 
armed  nations.  An  ordinary  war  is  also 
bad,  but  we  should  not  tho^fore  do 
away  with  our  Navy  and  disband  our 
Army.  The  right  hon.  Gtentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose,  in  a  speech  de- 
livered in  Scotland,  said — 

"  What  would  the  CdcauM  have  done— what 
would  the^  do  now,  without  the  proteetion  of 
onr  fleets  and  oar  Army  T  " 

I  am  glad  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
realises  the  importance  of  that,  and  I 
hope  when  the  time  comes  when  he  sits 
on  these  Benches,  he  will  not  fo^et  the  im- 
p<»tance  of  our  Army  and  Navy.  I  do 
not  think  anyone  in  l^s  country  needs  to 
go  to  foreign  countries  at  all  to  find  what 
is  the  value  of  retaliation.  We  have  had 
under  our  own  eyes  for  the  last  rix 
months  an  example  of  exactly  what  we 
mean.  It  is  an  object  lesson  so  good 
that  if  the  country  could  realise  what  it 
is,  our  case  would  be  won  item  that  one 
lesson  alone.  Canada  ^ve  a  preference 
to  this  country  which  Germany  letented. 
She  showed  t^t  resentment  not  cmly 
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by  putting  higher  duties  on  CanadiaQ 
imports,  but  by  intimating  that  if  other 
colonies  followed  the  example  oi  Osnada 
it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  avoid  re- 
taliation not  only  against  those  ooh>niw 
but  i^ainat  Cbeat  Britain  as  well.  Iliit 
was  at  the  time  when  Germany,  like  the 
rest  of  the  world,  thought  we  should 
never  use  the  power  we  possessed;  bat 
things  have  happened  since.  South  Africs 
and  New  Zealand  have  given  commercial 
prefer^oes  to  the  mother  country,  bat 
there  has  been  no  carrying  out  of  the 
threat  of  retaliati<m  by  Geimany. 
Germany  knows  better  now,  and  she  has 
not  cmly  refa»ned  from  retaliatioiL  aguut 
the  mother  country,  but  she  has  not  even 
put  on  retaliatory  duties  against  thosB 
colonies. 

And  now  I  would  like  to  say  a  woid 
about  a  rmark  which  fell  from  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  \<a  West 
Bristol.  I  heard  the  right  bon .  Gentleman 
say  that  he  attached  no  material  value  to 
the  preference  we  received  from  Canada. 
Now  I  know  something  about  the  trade 
of  Canada,  and  I  beg  to  protest  as  a 
member  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
against  that  statement,  and  I  say  that  it 
is  not  the  view  held  either  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
wish  to  point  out  how  that  remark  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  contrasts  with  the 
main  part  of  his  speech.  The  right  hon 
Gentleman  dwelt  upon  the  importance  (rf 
new  foreign  markets.  How  tiien  can  he 
face  tiie  chance  of  losing  any  outride 
market  we  stiU  have  ?  No  one  can  doiy 
that  those  preferences,  althon^  they 
may  not  give  us  as  much  as  we  ahonid 
like,  do  give  us  something  which  is 
really  of  value  to  this  country.  This 
Canadian  preference  at  least  is  worth 
something.  Now  what  are  the  facts? 
In  the  years  1886  to  1896  onr  exports 
into  Canada  fell  from  £8,000,000  to 
£6,000,000,  and  during  the  same  period 
exports  from  Germany  to  Canada  rose  to 
the  extent  of  300  per  cent.  ["Hear, 
hear  "  and  cries  of  "  Give  figures."]  The 
rise  was  from  £400,000  to  £1,200,000. 
The  whole  case  was  one  of  percentages. 
Our  exports  to  Canada  rose  from 
£6,000,000  in  1896  to  £10,000,000  in  1902. 
It  was  true  German  exports  rose  in  the 
same  period,  but  wUle  our  rite  ma  to 
the  extent  of  '£4,000,000  the  Georman  rise 
was  £1,100,000.  i 
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♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKB  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  What  are  the 
percentages  before  and  after  preference  ? 

*SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  Perhaps 
as  my  hon.  friend  is  alluding  to 
what  I  said  I  may  venture  to  state  that 
what  I  said  was  ^s,  not  that  our  exports 
to  Canada  have  not  risen  under  preference, 
— certainly  they  did  —  although  the 
extent  to  which  they  did  rise  was  de- 
scribed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  as  alto- 
gether disappointing — but  what  I  said  was 
that  in  spite  of  preference  to  U8  the  trade 
between  Canadaand  Germany,  Canada  and 
France,  and  Canada  and  the  United 
States  had  risen  more  in  proportion  than 
the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with 
Canada. 

*Mb.  BONAR  law  :  What  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  is  perfectly  true; 
it  is  exactly  what  I  Bud  to  the  House. 
But  what  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
omitted  to  say,  and  what  I  pointed  out 
is,  that  until  we  got  the  preference  our 
trade  was  going  down,  and  that  after 
preference  our  trade  continued  to  increase. 
[An  Hon  .  Membeb  :  What  about  the 
United  States  An  hon.  ■  Gentleman 
asks  me— What  about  the  United  States ! 
Is  there  anyone  in  the  House  who  does 
not  know  that  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  are  largely  raw  material.  They 
are  imports  that  we  do  not  want  to  send 
and  could  not  send.  What  we  are  in- 
terested in  is  manufactured  articles,  and 
of  these  we  want  to  increase  the  exports. 
It  is  ridicalons  to  have  to  argue  this  on 
the  figures.  U  it  is  the  case  that  we  can 
compete  at  all  in  ^e  Colonies — and  23  per 
cent,  of  our  exporto  of  manufactured  goods 
are  to  the  self-governing  Colonies — it  is 
surely  obvious  to  any  business  man  that 
the  preference  given  in  Canada  equal  to  10 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  goods  must 
enable  us  to  compete  much  more  success- 
fully. 

Tou  have  heard  a  great  deal  during  the 
recess  about  exports  uid  imports.  I  dkould 
like  to  say  a  little  on  that  subject.  The 
theory  of  everyone  who  is  opposed  to  any 
change  in  our  fiscal  system  is  that  it  is 
imports  which  are  the  best  test  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  trade  of  a  country ; 
that  if  you  look  after  the  imports  the 
exports  will  take  care  of  themselves. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  th*^  Leader  of 


the  Opposition  elaborated  that  the  other 
day  at  Glasgow.  He  put  it  in  a  nutshell. 
He  said  that  if  by  any  change  of  policy 
you  stop  the  imports  of  a  pound's  worth 
of  goods  from  any  countiyt  you  will  at 
the  same  time  step  the  export  of  a 
pound's  worth  of  goods  to  some  other 
country.  Well,  that  is  a  very  beautiful 
theory.  [An  Hon.  Mbhbeb  :  It  is  a  fact.] 
An  hon.  Grentleman  says  it  is  a  fact,  but 
if  it  is  true  it  should  be  easy  to  prove  it. 
I  will  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proving  it  later  on,  but  in  the 
meantime  I  will  prove  the  opposite.  You 
can  take  any  series  of  years  you  like,  but 
I  shall  take  the  series  given  in  detail  in 
the  Blue-book,  which,  by  the  way,  hon. 
Gentlemen  say  proves  their  case  up  to  the 
hilt,  though  they  have  never  attempted 
to  show  how  it  proves  it.  From  1890  to 
1902  our  imports  of  manufactured  goods 
increased  to  the  extent  of  £60,000,000 
sterling ;  if  the  theory  of  the  right  hoUg 
Gentleman  is  true,  should  notour  export 
of  manufactured  goods  have  some  kind  of 
relation  to  the  increased  imports  ?  [Cries 
of  "No."]  Then  what  becomes  of  the 
theory  ?  The  theory  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  really  means  that  the 
more  you  buy  from  foreign  countries,  in 
spite  of  any  effort  they  may  make  to 
prevent  you  selling  to  them,  the  more 
they  will  buy  from  yon.  The  tact  is 
that  the  more  we  buy  from  every  one  of 
those  industrial  countries,  our  com- 
petitors, the  less,  and  not  the  more,  they 
buy  from  us.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
East  Fife,  who  has  made  himself  the  great 
protagonist  of  this  theory,  has  put  it  in 
another  way  which  is  quite  as  striking 
and  impressive.  He  said  this,  and  I 
think  they  are  almost  his  words.  "The 
excess  of  the  imports  over  the  exports 
of  any  country  is  itself  a  measure  of  the 
tradmg  prosperity  of  that  country."  gj| 

MB.ASQUITH(Fifeshire,E.):  But  not 
the  measure  of  difference  between  the 
exported  merchandise  and  the  imported 
merchandise  "i 

*Mb.  BONAR  LAW:  I  shall  take  the 
total  exports  in  the  case  I  am  going  to 
give.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
theory  is  true,  then  the  reverse  of  it,  I 
think  he  will  admit,  must  fae  true  also. 
If  the  excess  of  imports  is  a  proof  of 
prosperity,  then  if  you  Jian  find  any 
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eoontry  where  the  exports  steadily, 
legalarly,  and  largely  exceed  the 
imports  that  country  most  be  drifting 
into  bankruptcy.  The  United  States  is 
8Dch  a  conntiy.  Vor  the  last  six  years 
the  total  ezpcvts  oi  the  United  States  have 
exceeded  the  total  imports  to  the  extent 
of  more  than  £100,000,000  sterling  a  year. 
If  you  make  allowance  for  freight,  the 
excess  is  still  nearly  £100,000,000.  What 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  any- 
one else  who  feels  competent  to  answer 
is— How  is  that  excess  paid  for  ?  I  know 
of  no  way  except  by  the  transfer  of 
capital  from  this  or  some  other  country 
to  America. 

S»  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter): 
Payment  of  interest. 

*Mb.  BONAR  LAW:  Payment  of 
interest  in  this  case  is  transfer  of  capital. 
I  know  of  no  way  that  the  exoMS  is  paid 
for,  except  by  the  transfer  oi  capital,  bat 
if  anyone  else  has  another  theory  I  shall 
be  glad  to  consider  it.  What  has  been  the 
effect  of  that  excess  of  exports  in  the  case 
of  the  United  States?  The  effect  has 
been  that  the  bank  rate,  and  the  value  of 
money  in  America,  which  used  to  be  enor- 
mously higher  than  with  us,  has  fallen  un- 
til it  is  now  practically  at  the  same  level. 
I  know  this  is  rather  dreary,  but  I  must 
say  a  word  or  two  from  our  point  of  view 
about  exports  and  imports.  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  at  least  I  am  not  opposed 
to  the  quantity  of  imports.  It  is  the 
quality  of  the  imports  that  we  object  to. 
We  would  like  to  see  more  raw  material 
MHoing  in  and  less  manufactured  goods. 
I  am  not  going  to  give  the  figures  about 
this,  but  I  will  try  to  put  in  another  way. 
If  this  question  could  really  be  looked 
upon  not  as  a  Party  question  —  I  know 
that  is  quite  impossible  and  I  do  not 
want  to  alter  it — I  think  this  would 
almost  be  admitted.  If  you  take  any 
country  whose  ideal  is  to  be  a  great 
manufacturing  and  exporting  country, 
and  if  you  find  in  the  case  of  tmit  country 
that  over  any  period  of  years  in  the  last 
thirty,  taking  imports  first,  the  percentage 
of  raw  material  is  declining  and  the  per- 
centage of  manufactured  articles  is 
increasing,  and  if,  turning  to  exports, 
you  find  that  the  percentage  of  manufac- 
tured goods  is  diminishing  and  the  per- 
Afr.  Sonar  Law. 
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centage  of  raw  material  is  increasing,  and 
if  you  find  that  in  every  other  indnatrial 
country  in  the  world  the  reverse  is  the 
case,  that  is  surely  an  indication  that  onr 
industry  is  not  in  a  healthy  oonditim. 
What  are  the  facts?  Let  me  take  the 
five  years  1860  to  1884,  and  contrast 
them  with  the  last  five  years.  We  find 
this  in  the  case  of  imports — the  percent- 
age of  manufactured  goods  has  risen  to 
the  extent  of  7  per  c«nt.  and  raw  material 
has  declined  in  proportion.  If  you  take 
our  whole  exports  the  percentage  of 
manof actored  goods  has  fallen  6  per  cent, 
and  raw  material  has  risen  6  per  cent. 

Mk.  ASQUITH  :  What  raw  material ! 

*Mb.<BONAR  LAW:  What  I  want  to 
point  out  is  that  the  exact  reverse  of  thU 
has  happened  in  Gtermany  and  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  not  by  accident 
that  that  has  happened.  Those  countries 
have  used  all  their  power  to  encourage 
the  import  of  raw  materials  and  to  du- 
oonrage  the  import  of  manufactured 
articles.  They  have  encouraged  the 
export  of  manufactured  artides  and 
discouraged  the  export  of  raw  material.  ! 
We  alone  of  all  countries  in  the  world 
leave  that  entirely  to  chance  and  we  are 
the  one  country  where  both  in  imports 
and  exports,  as  r^rds  percentages,  we 
are  going  backwards. 

Now  I  want  to  refer  to  a  subject 
which  has  been  jubilantly  dealt  with 
by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite— 
the  Board  of  Trade  figures  for  last 
year.  They  were  greatly  delighted 
with  them,  and  the  right  hon.  Qraitle- 
man  the  I«eader  of  the  Opposition 
stated  that  these  figures  alone  knocked 
down  the  scaffolding  of  the  case  which 
had  been  erected.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen 
went  one  better  than  that.  He  said  that  I 
anyone  who  stated  in  the  face  of  these  ' 
figoies  that  our  trade  was  not  flourishing 
was  capable  of  anything.  Right  haa. 
Gkntlemen  opposite  were  all  agreed  about 
one  thing,  namely,  that  it  was  not  fait 
to  take  a  single  year  and  draw  an  inference 
from  it,  but  apparently  that  only  applies 
to  a  year  that  tells  against  them.  It  is 
quite  right  to  take  a  single  year  when  it 
seems  to  help  their  argument.  I  think  I 
shall  succeed  in  showing  that  it  only 
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seems  to  help  their  argtunent.  We  can- 
not analyse  the  figures  for  last  year  be- 
cause we  have  not  the  facts,  and  without 
complete  analysis  it  is  absurd  to  draw 
any  large  inference  from  thetn.  We  do 
know  that  simultaneously  with  the  large 
increase  in  our  foreign  trade  the  percent- 
age of  persons  unemployed  in  this  country 
has  enormously  in^eaBed.  How  do  you 
reoonoile  those  two  facts  on  the  theoiy  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  t  Ton 
connot  reconcile  them,  but  I  think  we 
can  do  something  towards  reconciling 
them.  We  say  that  exports  are  a  better 
test  of  prosperity — we  do  not  go  further 
than  that — than  imports.  Tou  will  find 
on  an  analysis  of  the  figures  for  the  year 
that  the  whole  of  the  increased  ex- 
ports took  place  in  the  first  uz 
months,  and,  as  might  naturally  have 
!>een  expected,  during  those  six  months 
there  was  no  falling  ojS  in  emploj^ent. 
What  happened  ?  In  the  second  half 
of  the  year  the  exports  did  not  in- 
crease, hut  the  imports  increased  enor- 
mously, and  with  the  increase  of  imports, 
and  corresponding  with  it>  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  unemployed. 

I  want  next  to  say  a  word  as  to  "  dump- 
ing."   The  House  will  hear  a  great  deal 
more  about  the  question,  and  I  admit, 
speaking  for  myself,  that  it  was  "dump- 
ing "  which  first  convinced  me  that  some 
ctutnge  in  our  fiscal  system  was  absolutely 
necessary.    What  is  the  effect  of  "  dump- 
ing *'  on  our  industries  ?    The  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Bristol  was  right  when 
he  said  that  the  issue  we  are  now  fighting 
is  the  same  issue  fought  last  year  over 
the  Sugar  C3onvention  Act.    The  effect  of 
bounties  on  the  sugar  industry  was  to 
bring  the  West  Indies  almost  to  the  verge 
of  ruin,  not  so  much  on  account  of  price 
as   on   account    of    the  uncertainty 
which  the  bounties  introduced  into  all  the 
conditions    of  the  industry,  and  the 
effect  on  our  manufacturers  to-day  is 
exactly  the  same.    Every  manufacturer 
in  this  country  is  threatened  by  a  com- 
petition which   does   not   depend  on 
natural  laws,  on  cost  of  production,  on 
supply  and  demand.   It  is  a  competition 
the  extent  of  which  no  amount  of  pru- 
dence can  foresee,  and  against  which  no 
amount  of  skill  can  prevail.     The  fact  is 
that  our  manufacturers  are  paralysed. 
[Opposition    cries    of    "  Oh,    oh ! "] 
They  have  not  that  confidence  in  their 


trade  which  is  the  spring  and  the  soul  of 
industry,  and  they  are  afraid  to  spend 
money  in  improving  old  works  or  to 
build  new  works.   I  would  like  to  illus- 
trate this  point  from  the  position  of  the 
iron  and  steel  trade  of  this  country. 
The  Board  of  Trade  issued  last  year  a 
paper  which  gave  full  details  of  the 
production   of   iron  and  steel  in  the 
United    States,    Oomany,   and  the 
United  Kingdom.    T  leave  tiie  United 
States  out,  which  has  enormous  resources 
in  raw  material,  but  what  about  Grer- 
many  ?    Germany  has   no   such  ad- 
vantages;   she  imports   as  we  do,  a 
large  part  of  the  ore  used  in  making 
steel,  and  as  to  coal,  which  is  the 
bans  of  the  manufacture  of  steel,  she  has 
no  advantage  over  us,  for  she  imports 
every  year  a  large  quantity  of  coal  from 
us  to  make  the  steel  which  she  sends 
back  to  us.  That  is  not  all.  We  actually 
send  to  Germany  every  year  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  pig-iron  which  she  sends 
back  to  us  in  the  ^pe  of  finished  steel. 
A  few  years  ago  we  made  the  iron  and 
Bteel  for  almost  the  whole  of  the  world. 
In  1902  we  made  approximately  the 
same  quantity  of  raw  iron  as  was  made 
in  Germany,  but  in  the  manufactured 
article  in  steel  the  German  production 
was  nearly  twice  as  great  as  ours. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLBR:  They  have 
the  cheap  ore. 

•Mr.  BONAR  law  ;  I  myself  sold  to 
Germany  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons 
of  ore  which  came  from  our  own  colonies. 
It  is  a  fact  that  we  are  being  left  hope- 
lessly behind  in  that  which  is  regarded 
in  ijmost  every  country  as  the  best 
index  of  the  industrial  prosperity  of  a 
country.  How  ia  that  accounted  fort 
I  can  see  in  no  way  except  that  it  is  due  to 
the  supineness  of  our  manufacturers  or  to 
the  lower  wageswhich  prevail  in  Germany- 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  East  Fife 
says  that  it  is  due  to  some  "defect"  in 
our  manufacturers.  Well,  is  the  right  hoa. 
Gentleman  quite  confident  that  he  is  a 
competent  jwlge.  I  have  been  in  another 
place  oocauonally  where  I  have  seen 
familiar  faces  from  both  mdes  of  ^is 
House  disguised  in  an  unfamiliar  way. 
I  have  heard  them  speaking  for- 
tunately for  us  at  an  imfarailiar  length, 
and  when  I  Hy§t,zfe?9f4j^^"*''*8 
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away  as  though  they  would  never  stop 
and  been  told  what  the  fees  were  which 
they  received  foe  that  dreary  performance 
I  have  said  to  myself  what  a  s^endid 
profeaaion  ?  What  an  easy  way  of 
making  a  living.  I  really  know  that  it  is 
not  8o.  I  know  tJiat  it  only  seems  easy 
to  me  because  I  do  not  know  enough 
about  it  to  understand  the  difficulties. 
Might  it  not  be  possible  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  exactly  in  the  same 
position  ?  Well,  I  will  say  this  as  regards 
the  iron  and  steel  trade  that  I  know  all 
the  manufacturers  in  Scotland  and  many 
of  them  in  England ;  and  I  do  not  know 
one  large  firm  which  does  not  know, 
generally  from  observation,  everything 
that  is  done  in  their  trade  in  America 
or  in  Germany.  Our  manufacturers 
have  adopted  a  great  many  of  their 
methods,  and  if  they  have  not 
adopted  all  of  them  it  is  because  our 
manufacturers  think  the  risk  greater  than 
the  chance  of  prtAt.  It  is  not  defects 
of  manufacture  or  lower  wages.  The 
ground  lies  deeper  than  that.  In  modem 
production  the  thing  which  tells  most  in 
cheapness  is  quantity  produced ;  and  you 
cannot  produce  largely  unless  you  have 
a  large  market.  We  have  not  a  large 
market.  Gennany  has  her  own  market, 
which  she  keeps  to  herself,  and  she  has 
access  to  our  market.  Then  in  London 
iron  goods  are  being  brought  from 
Germany  at  a  lower  rate  of  freight  than 
it  costs  to  bring  them  from  Scotland. 
I  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  the 
efioct  of  a  policy  of  retaliation  would  be 
on  this  trade.  Either  we  would  obtain 
better  terms  from  Germany  and  access 
to  her  markets,  in  which  case  our  market 
would  be  increased,  or  at  the  worst  we 
would  make  it  difficult  for  them  to  obtain 
access  to  our  market  and  their  market 
would  be  decreased.  [Cries  of  "Hear, 
hear ! "]  Hon.  Members  might  sneer  at 
that^  but  manufacturers  did  not. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  Do 
I  understand— I  only  ask  for  information 
— that  when  these  duties  have  failed  in 
their  object  they  will  be  permanently 
kept  on  ? 

*Mr,  BONAR  LAW:  That  is  a 
question  which  I  at  least  do  not  intend  to 
answer — [Lan^ter] — and  hon.Gentlemen 
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cannot  expect  any  other  answer  from  me. 
The  effect  of  this  policy  would  not  <uily 
be  to  stimulate  our  own  manufactmes 
but  to  handicap  our  competitors.  It  would 
make  it  difficult  for  t&em  to  prodnoe  as 
cheaply  as  tbey  do  so  as  to  compete  with 
us  not  only  in  our  own  market  bat  in  the 
neutral  markets  of  the  world.  How  does  it 
strike  observers  from  the  other  point  of 
view  ?  The  Finance  Blinister  in  Germany 
lately  made  a  speech  in  reference  to  this 
development  of  German  trade  helping  the 
country  to  tide  over  a  bad  year,  in  which 
he  said  that  the  German  exports  largely 
to  our  mai^ts  had  made  it  possible 
for  German  manufacturers  to  keep 
their  works  open.  There  is  another 
question  as  to  dumping.  What  is  the 
^ect  on  the  men  who  are  engaged 
in  industry  1  Take  the  case  of  steel 
forgings  for  shipbuilding  which  come 
from  Germany.  Woriimen  are  thrown 
out  of  employment*  machinery  gets 
out  of  repair,  and  ev^  when  prices 
improve  the  works  are  not  resumed 
because  there  is  no  security  that  the 
improvement  will  last  long  enough.  But 
does  anyone  believe  that  when  our  pro- 
ductive capacity  has  been  permanently 
reduced,  Germany  will  continue  to  send 
us  these  goods  at  below  cost  price  ?  In 
the  long  run  we  must  pay  very  dearly 
for  having  allowed  our  own  productive 
capacity  to  be  destroyed.  [Cries  of  "  Oh, 
oh ! "  from  the  Opposition  Benches.] 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  may  sneer  at 
the  idea  of  a  monopoly,  they  did  so  in 
connection  with  the  Sugar  Bill  last  year. 
I  know  a  particular  instance  where  a 
monopoly  exists  jnst  now.  I  admit  tjut 
it  is  a  very  small  one.  Wire  nails  are 
used  to  a  considerable  extent  in  this 
country.  They  are  made  in  Germany 
and  the  United  States.  For  a  long  time 
we  got  them  cheaply  because  they  com- 
peted against  us,  but,  having  combined, 
they  sell  them  to  the  people  here'at  a  high 
price.  You  can  now  only  buy  them  whole- 
sale fr<Hn  an  ^individual  in  London  who 
quotes  these  nails  for  the  United  Kingdom 
at  £7  10s.  delivered  in  London,  but  the 
price  for  Japan  is  £5  5s.  free  on  board  Ant- 
werp. You  can  verify  the  facts.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  them.  The  price  for  Japan 
is  £5  58.  Why  1  Because  the  Japanese 
are  making  them  themselves,  and  have  a 
dtt^  which  makes  it  necessary  to  sell 
them  at  a  tow  price,  or-  otherwise  they 
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ooald  not  be  sent  in.  Then  wliat  be- 
oomas  of  the  theory  that  the  importer 
always  pays  the  daty  ?  In  this  case,  it 
is  in  a  sense  true.  It  is  the  importer 
that  pays  the  duty,  but  it  is  the  English 
importer  who  pays  the  Japanese  duty. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last  Bud  he  always  learnt  something 
when  he  went  to  Scotland,  bat  I  can 
asBon  him  that  he  teaches  us  something 
also.  He  is  a  great  believer  in  this 
theory  that  the  importer  pays  the  duty. 
Let  me  read  an  extract  of  what  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  said  in  Glasgow.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
any  oomment  on  it. 

"  n  Bome  happy  state  of  oircumstaacca  should 
arisd  in  Scotland  in  which  some  proposition 
oonld  be  made  that  the  10b.  duty  per  gallon 
should  be  letained  on  all  fcweign  tgixiU,  bat 
tbaA  it  should  not  be  chaxged  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled at  home,  the  price  of  spirits  would  not  go 
down.  It  would  remain  exaatly  where  it  was, 
bat  the  distillen  at  home  would  pat  the  dnty 
into  their  pockets." 

Here  is  an  article  Uie  cost  of  which  is 
about  Is.  a  gaU<m,  the  duty  being  lis., 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  tiiat 
in  the  case  of  an  article  like  that  the 
force  of  competition  would  not  prevent 
distillers  still  selling  it  at  12s.  a  galUm, 
even  if  the  duty  were  removed. 

Sib  HENRT  FOWLER :  What  I  said 
was  that  where  a  revenne  duty  was 
levied  and  no  c<»reBpondinff  exoise  da<7 
was  levied  to  ast  equivalent  amount, 
that  was  protection  to  the  native  pro- 
dncei,  and  that  he  would  put  the  money 
into  hia  own  pocket. 

*Mr.  BONAR  law  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  interruption  makes  no  differ- 
ence to  the  a^ument.  The  favourite 
dodrine  of  hon,  Grentlemen  opposite,  on 
which  their  whole  theory  rests,  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  transfer  of  industry.  We 
know  that  the  bringing  in  of  goods  below 
cost  price  deprives  particular  men  of 
employment.  Hon.  Gentlemen  say  that 
when  a  man  is  turned outof  one  job  he  soon 
gets  anotiin.  Let  us  take  the  tin  plate 
trade.  I  think  it  has  been  cited  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  proof  of  this  theory. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  at 
Glasgow— 

"  Look  at  this  industry.  Ix>ok  how  when 
one  door  is  shut  anotiwr  door  opens." 


What  is  the  door  that  is  shut,  and  what 
is  the  door  that  opens?  In  1890  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  admitted  that  the 
tinplate  trade  received  a  knock-down 
blow.  But  look,  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  how  it  has  crept  up  again. 
The  right  hon.  GenUeman  must  be 
thankful  lor  very  small  mercies .  In  four- 
teen years  the  tinplate  trade  has  crept  up, 
butitisnotyetUptothelevelof  1890.  But 
what  about  the  men  wno  were  employed 
in  this  industry;  the  mf^n  who  in  1890 
knew  how  to  make  tinplates  and  did  not 
know  how  to  make  anything  else, 
were  they  to  stand  idle  while  th?  trade  was 
creeping  upl  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  many  of  them  went  to 
America.  That  is  perfectly  true.  They 
had  to  go  to  other  countries  to  secure  em- 
ployment denied  them  at  home.  Many 
of  them  did  something  else.  They 
joined  the  great  army  of  casual 
labourers,  which  aooordingtotherighthon. 
Gentleman  the  Lead»  of  the  Opposition 
is  constanUy  on  the  verge  of  hunger. 
I  want  to  pat  a  dear  issue  on  this  question 
of  the  transfer  of  industry.  Last  year  we 
imported  iron  and  steel  goods  to  the  value 
of  over  £10,000,000  steriing.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute  said  in 
Glasgow  that  there  were  still  works  and 
worlaaen  in  this  country  oapable  of  turn- 
ing out  every  ton  of  that  iron  and  steel, 
and  that  if  it  had  been  tamed  out  in  this 
country  it  would  represent  £6,000,000  in 
wages.  Surely  in  this  case  the  burthen  of 
proof  lies  not  on  us  but  on  the  defenders  of 
the  present  system.  The  workmen  lost  all 
that  amount  of  wages,  and  will  the  right 
Lon.  Gentleman  tell  us  what  they  have 
got  in  exchang"*  1  It  is  said  that  dump- 
ing cannot  last.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Fife  went 
further.  He  said  that  universal  ex- 
perience proved  that  it  could  not  last, 
and  that  it  led  to  discontent  in  the 
country  that  dumped  and  ultimately  to 
the  abolition  of  protection. 

*Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No  I  did  not  flay 
that.  I  said  it  led  to  discontent  and  to 
a  reaction  of  opinion  in  the  country  which 
damped  which  sooner  or  later  would  be 
fatal  to  protection. 

Mb.  BONAR  LAW :  I  am  very  sorry 
I  cannot  find  at  the  moment  the  extract 
from  ihe  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech, 
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but  what  he  has  just  aaid  is  quite 
good  enough  for  my  case.  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  to  give 
the  House  any  single  instance  in 
the  world  where  the  dumping  of  an 
article  has  be^nn  and  has  stopped. 
There  is  no  such  case.  Why  then  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  8p«^  of  "uni- 
versal experience  ? "  He  probably 
means  that  that  is  his  opinion.  Perhaps 
he  means  that  it  will  be  the  experience 
of  the  future.  But  that  is  prophecy ;  and, 
as  somebody  said,  you  cannot  argue  with 
a  prophet,  you  can  only  refuse  to  believe 
him.  I  do  refuse  to  believe  him. 
Why  should  this  dumping  end?  It 
is  imposuble  to  get  out  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  inind  the  idea 
that  because  an  article  is  sold  below  cost 
price  that  therefore  it  is  sold  at  a  loss. 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  If  the  House  will 
bear  with  roe  I  will  show  exactly  what 
it  is  that  happens.  Suppose  there  is  in 
America  a  steel  works  capable  of  pro- 
ducing 100  tons  of  steel  per  day,  and 
suppose  the  American  demand  is  only 
seventy-five  tons  per  day.  It  costs 
£5  10s.  to  make  seventy -five  tons;  but 
the  maker  finds  that  if  he  makes  100  tons 
the  cost  of  the  whole  is  reduced  about 
IDs.  per  ton.  What  happens  %  He 
formerly  sold  seventy-five  tons  at  £6  per 
ton,  making  a  profit  of  10s.,  but  by 
making  100  tons,  and  still  selling  at  £6,  he 
makesa  profit  of  20s.,  and  has  £37  10s. 
additional  profit  in  the  seventy-five  tons. 
He  has  twenty-five  tons  left  over  todispose 
of ;  he  sends  the  twenty -five  tonsover  here, 
and  sells  it.at  £4  a  ton,  or  a  pound  below 
cost  price,  and  makes  a  profit  of  £12  10s. 
on  the  transaction.  Who  is  going  to 
stop  that?  No  one  in  America  sulers 
in  the  least  in  consequence  of  it.  The 
consumer  there  does  not  pay  a  penny  the 
more.  The  steel  maker  makes  a  profit 
and,  this  above  all,  the  workmen  get  full 
wages  on  100  tons  instead  of  on  'seventy- 
five  tons^  Who  suffers?  The  British 
steel  maker  and  the  British  workii^  man. 
Who  is  likely  to  end  it — those  who  gain 
by  it,  or  those  who  suffer  from  it  1  It 
never  will  be  ended  until  we  end  it. 

*LoBD  GBOBGE  HAMILTON  (Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  I  bad  not  intended  to  say 
anything  concerning  the  incidents  con- 
nected with  my  resignation.    I  fully  ex- 
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plained  thoM  circumstances  in  a  pofahc 

speech,  and  I  see  no  good  now  in  reverting 
to  the  matter.  There  was  undoubtedly 
a  misonderstanding,  but  it  is  one  to  which 
I  do  not  now  care  to  allude.  I  left  the 
Cabinet  because  I  declined  to  be  associated 
wiUk  a  movement  which  then,  although 
it  was  eaphemisttcally  called  "fiaotl 
r^oim,"  meant  in  my  nund  "  protecti<Hi." 
But  even  if  any  nusandetstanding  which 
then  existed  between  me  and  the  Prime 
Minister  had  been  removed,  I  certainly 
should  never  have  remained  a  member  of 
the  Government  after  the  speech  which 
the  Prime  Minister  delivered  at  Sheffield. 
I  felt  in  a  position  at  considerable 
difficulty  at  tlw  commencement  of  this 
debate.  An  Amendment  has  been  moved 
from  the  other  mde  which  accurately 
describes,  as  far  as  it  goes,  my  views  on 
this  fiscal  controversy.  I  may  say  that  I 
have  held  during  the  whole  coarse  of  my 
political  life  principles  identical  witJi 
those  contained  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  and  I 
have  for  more  than  twentry  yean  sat 
upon  that  Bench,  and  for  thirty  years  I 
have  been  connected  with  what,  in  my 
belief,  may  be  truly  called  fiscal  refonn 
in  India.  I  have  spoken  on  behalf  of  the 
Governments  of  Lord  Beaconsfield  and 
Lord  Salisbury,  and  with  the  absolutely 
unanimous  approval  of  my  colleagues, 
have  laid  down  principles  to  regulate 
Indian  fiscal  policy  identical  with  those 
contained  in  the  Amendment  moved  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  For 
me  now  to  turn  round  and  repudiate 
those  principles  would  not  be  merely 
to  subordinate  my  own  opinions; 
it  would  practically  be  to  make  the 
whole  of  my  past  political  life,  and 
the  policy  which,  on  behalf  of  the  Im- 
perial Government,  I  have  enforced  on 
India,  a  subterfuge  and  a  fraud.  Now, 
my  right  hoa.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  opened  his  speech  by 
saying  that  there  was  nothing  in  thb 
Amendment  if  you  excluded  the  first 
sentence,  to  which  he  could  not  sutaoribe. 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  No.  I 
said  I  did  not  think  there  was  anything 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  Amendment  to 
which  free-fooders  would  not  subscribo,, 
and  I  said  there  was  very  little  to  which 
I  could  not  subscribe.  ^  . 
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*LoRD  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  My 
right  hon.  friend  is  reported  to  have  said, 
"  there  was  litde  to  which  he  coald  not 
subscribe."  Now  let  us  see  what  are  the 
doctrines  to  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
can  with  little  difficttlty  subsmbe — 

"  We  reepectfalfy  Bobmit  to  Your  Majesty  the 
judgment  of  this  House  that  the  removal  of 
protective  duties  has  Ust  more  than  half  a 
century  active^  conduced  to  the  vast  ezteiuion 
of  the  trade  aiid  oommerce  of  the  realm  and  to 
Uie  welfare  of  its  population ;  and  titis  House 
belieree  ^t,  while  tue  needs  of  social  improve- 
mmt  are  still  manifold  and  urgeot,  any  return 
to  im>teotiTe  duties,  more  p^ioularr^  when 
imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people,  would  be 
deeply  injurious  to  our  national  strength,  con- 
tentment, and  well-bong." 

Those  ace  the  words  to  which  my  right 
hon.  friend  says  he  can  without  much 
difficulty  subaoribe. 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  No,  I 
said  there  was  little  in  it  to  which  I  could 
not  subscribe.  [Cries  of  "What  is  the 
little  ?  "]  I  thought  I  had  explained 
yesterday  that  I  personally  should  be 
glad  to  see  a  state  of  opinion  in  this 
country  which  would  allow  preferences 
with  a  moderate  tax  on  food,  and  to  that 
o^anion  I  adhere. 

*LoRD  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  X  will 
take  my  right  hon.  friend's  exact  words. 
The  Amendment  exactly  describes  the 
position  of  the  Unionist  Free  Food  lieagne, 
and  therefore  my  right  hon.  friend  admits 
that  oar  position  and  the  principles  we 
hold  are  such  that  he  has  little  difficulty 
in  subscribing  to  them.  Now  that  is  a 
most  remarkable  admission.  It  is  a  great 
change  since — when,  I  cannot  say — but  it 
does  mark  a  distinct  departure  from  the 
language  which  hitherto  has  been  used  by 
those  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Qovern- 
ment.  My  right  hon.  friend,  having 
prefaced  lus  observations  in  thia  way, 
then  proceeded  to  mike  a  further  series  of 
statements.  I  must  enumerate  them  be- 
cause they  are  so  important.  The  Govern- 
nient  policy  was  not  that  of  protection ;  it 
was  not  that  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
late  Secretary  for  the  Colonies ;  therefore, 
putting  two  negatives  together,  I  think 
an  affirmative  proposition  can  be  made 
out.  He  went  on  to  say  that  it  does  not 
involve  the  taxation  of  food,  and  it  is  not 
connected  with  a  10  per  cent,  duty  on 
manufactured  goods ;  that  nothing  was 


to  be  done  until  the  next  election,  and 
that  then  a  mandate  was  to  be  asked  for 
from  the  people  to  confirm  a  power  which 
the  Gtovernment  at  the  present  moment 
pOBBeaseB,  ami  that  when  1^  countey  has 
given  tiiis  peculiar  muidate  any  propor- 
tion made  is  to  be  sabnutted  fully  to  the 
discussion  and  control  of  thu  House. 
Well,  now,  I  really  ask  my  right  hon. 
friend,  has  the  whole  country  been  turned 
upside  down,  has  a  state  of  disquiet  and 
apprehension  been  spread  through  every 
great  industry  in  this  country,  has 
an  interference  with  those  natural  re- 
cuperative processes  which  a  great  nation 
like  ours  can  go  through  after  heavy 
exactions  been  caused  by  this  agitation, 
and  have  so  many  resignations  oocunred 
that  ez-Cabinet  Ministers  are  tumbling 
over  one  another  in  search  for  seats  by 
this  gangway  and  is  tiie  end  of  it  all  this 
—that  the  Government  only  want  con- 
firmation of  an  inherent  power  which  they 
possess,  which  they  can  make  use  of,  and 
which  I  who  have  seceded  from  them  was 
the  first  to  make  use  of  in  imposing  counter- 
vailing sugar  duties  in  India  ?  I  feel 
rather  ashamed  to  resort  to  so  hackneyed 
a  quotation,  but  is  it  not  true,  -parturiunt 
monies  nascetur  ridictdua  mus  ?  It  is, 
I  must  say.  a  triumph  for  us  poor  free- 
foodeis.  We  have  been  attacked ;  com- 
mittees of  our  own  constituents  are  even 
trying  to  hound  us  out  of  the  representa- 
tion of  the  places  for  which  we  sit ;  we 
are  looked  upon  as  renegades  and  sect- 
aries; and  yet  the  first  time  there  is 
a  discussion  in  this  House  that  first 
time  we  stand  triumphant.  We  have 
knocked  food  taxation  out  of  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government. 


Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  No  food 
taxation  was  in  the  Sheffield  programme. 

LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  No, 
Sir ;  but  perhaps  my  right  hon.  friend 
will  look  at  the  correspondence  between 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  late  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies,  and  if  he  will  look  at  that 
he  will  see  that  the  pith  of  the  letter  is  in 
the  postcript,  of  which  this  is  a  fair- 
paraphrase — "I  would  suggest  that  for 
taotioai  zeas(ms  it  might  be  advisable  to 
exclude  taxation  of  food  from  the  Govern- 
ment  Party  pro^«mm..-J^^^g[^ 
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Therefore,  I  say,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  reflect  and  carry  his  mind  back 
a  little  farther,  I  think  he  will  admit  that 
i  am  aocoiate  in  saying  that  it  is  the 
Umonist  free-foodm  who  have  prevented 
the  Qovemment  from  being  committed 
to  the  taxation  of  food,  with  which  they 
now  see  it  is  hopeless  to  persevere.  Hy 
right  hon.  friend  made  a  very  able  speech, 
and  he  laid  down  the  proposition  that  this 
fiscal  controversy  was  not  a  ccmtest 
between  free  trade  and  protectKUt.  Sir, 
I  manitain  that  it  is  a  contwt  between 
those  two  principles,  and,  able  as  was  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  I  wholly  deny  that 
protection  has  changed  its  character. 
What  does  free  trade  mean  ?  I  think  I 
could  give  a  definition  of  it  which  nobody 
will  dispute.  Free  trade  means  the  re- 
moval, in  the  interests  of  the  consumer 
of  legislative  restrictions  upon  the  free 
exchange  of  commodities,  I  believe  that 
to  be  an  accurate  description  of  free  trade. 
Protection  is  the  reverse.  Protection 
means  the  imposition  of  restrictions  for 
the  benefit  of  certain  interests  and  indi- 
viduals at  the  expense  of  the  community. 
In  their  conception,  in  their  operation, 
and  in  their  effect  the  two  principles  are 
absolutely  irreconcilable,  and  I  protest, 
and  have  all  along  protested,  against  the 
use  of  the  phrase  "  fiscal  reform."  What 
does  it  mean  ?  In  tiie  eyes  of  a  protec- 
tionist, is  a  free  trader  a  fiscal  reformer  1 
In  the  eyes  of  a  free  trader,  is  a 
protectionist  a  fiscal  reformer  t  Twice 
only  in  my  life  has  there  been  an 
attempt  to  carry  a  great  revolutionary 
change  through  this  House.  One  was 
the  attempt  of  Mr.  Gladstone  to 
carry  Home  Rule  for  Ireland ;  and  now 
we  have  had  fiscal  proposals  made  to  us 
which  involve  a  revolution,  in  my 
judgment,  quite  as  far-reaching  and  as 
dangerous  as  Mr.  Gladstone's  Home  Rule 
proposals.  Now,  suppose  at  that  time 
the  Unionist  Party  had  adopted  on  the 
question  of  the  Union  the  same  attitude  as 
they  have  done  on  the  fiscal  controversy. 
Suppose  that  the  Leader  of  that  Party  had 
said  :  "  It  is  an  entire  mistake  to  assume 
that  this  is  a  question  between  Home  Rule 
uid  the  maintenance  of  the  Union.  Unless 
any  one  can  say  that  the  system  of  govern, 
ment  in  Ireland  is  perfect  uid  carries 
with  it  no  future  danger,  he  must  be  an 
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administrative  reformer ;  and,  moreover, 
recollect  that  the  Union  is  nearly  a  hun- 
dred years  old,  and  recollect  Mr.  Pitt; 
were  all  Mr.  Pitt's  prophecies  fulfilled  in 
connection  with  Ireland  ?  The  question 
before  the  country  is  administrative  re- 
form in  Ireland.  We  will  go  to  the  conn- 
try,  and  then  when  we  get  our  mandate  it 
will  be  quite  time  to  determine  whether  ad- 
ministrative reform  should  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Home  Role  or  not."  Would  not 
every  one  have  said,  and  properly  said, 
"  It  is  gross  trifling  with  a  serious  sub- 
ject ?  "  I  contend  therefore,  that  tike 
use  of  the  phrase  "  fiscal  reform  "  in  the 
sense  in  which  it  is  so  constantly  used 
from  the  Front  Bench  is  a  trifling  with  this 
grave  subject.  My  right  hon.  friend 
last  night  made  one  statement  which  I 
admit  was  new  to  me.  He  said  that  the 
proposal  to  put  a  10  per  cent,  duty  on  all 
manufactures  imported  from  abroad  was 
not  a  protective  tax,  but  was  purely  a 
revenue  tax. 

*B£r.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  No,  Sir ; 
my  noble  friend  really  misrepresents  me. 
I  never  made  any  statement  of  that  kind. 
What  I  said  was  that  if  the  proposals  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  involved  the  necesaty 
of  making  good  a  deficiency  caused  by 
the  transference  of  taxation  from  certain 
food  products  to  certain  other  food  pro- 
ducts, the  question  of  the  mode  in  which 
that  money  should  be  raised  was  a  ques- 
tion of  revenue. 

•Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  I  un- 
derstood him  to  say  that  10  per  cent 
was  a  revenue  tax.  I  want  just  to  follow 
that  up.  Ever  since  that  10  per  cent, 
tax  has  been  before  the  pubhc  there  has 
been  a  hunt  after  ruined  industries,  and 
in  every  part  of  the  country  inducements 
have  heen  held  out  that  if  this  10  per 
cent,  duty  was  imposed  in  some  way  or 
other  industries  which  were  suffering 
from  foreign  competition  or  otherwise 
languishing  might  be  beneficially  affected. 

As  several  speakers,  including  the  lasti 
have  expressed  a  strong  opinion  in  favour 
of  a  policy  of  preferential  treatment 
towards  the  Colonies,  I  want  just  to  put 
before  the  House  what  the  cost  will  be 
upcm  tiie  consnmer  of  the  only  scheme 
befine  va.   My  hon.  friendwho  has  just 
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spoken  lefeired  to  the  Cmadian  fignzes, 
and  he  said  that  ihen  had  been  a  large 
incieaBe  in  onr  exports  in  recent  years. 
There  has  been  an  increase  of  two  or  three 
millions.  [Sir  H.  TnrcBirr :  Double.]  No» 
pardon  me ;  I  am  too  well  np  in  these 
fignres.   What  happened  was  this — that 
the  Canadians  raised  their  tariff  against  us 
and  oar  imports  steadily  {ell  for  a  long 
time ;  then  came  a  Government  who  re- 
duced the  tariff,  and  onr  imports  at  once 
Tose  quite  independently  of  any  pze- 
ferentaal  Ixeatment ;  and  since  l^en  tiiere 
has  been  a  very  large  increase  of  Canadian 
exports,  and  that  has  naturally  corres- 
ponded with  the  increase  of  our  imports 
into  that  country.    What  are  we  going 
to  get  in  the  way  of  increased  trade  by 
preferential  arrangements  with  the  Col- 
onies ?    So  soon  as  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  late  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  started 
his  proposals,  I,  being  of  a  somewhat  pro- 
saic character,  sent  for  all  the  latest 
statistics  relating  to  the  trade  of  these  col- 
onies and  the  tariffs  there  in  force.  The 
fact  is  that  those  colonies  have  got  very 
little  to  give  us.    They  are  clear  and 
emphatic  on  this  point,  that  no  reduction 
will  be  made  which  will  in  any  degree  en- 
able our  manufacturers  to  compete  with 
thur  native  industries.  Therefore  we  start 
with  this — that  we  shall  get  no  benefit 
in  that  direction.    All  we  can  get  from 
preferential  treatment  is  the  absorption 
of  imports  which  go  to  the  Colonies  from 
other  countries.    As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
British  Empire  and  the  United  States  have 
almost  a  monopoly  of  the  imports  into 
Canada.    The  same  state  of  things  exists 
as  regards  Australasia.  Out  of  £42,000,000 
imports     into     Canada  £37,000,000 
come  from  the  United  States  and  from 
the  British  Empire,  and  the  same  pro- 
portion holds  in  Australasia.    As  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  these  imports  come 
from  tropical  countries  it  follows  that  we 
cannot,  do  what  we  will,  absorb  the  whole 
of  those  foreign  imports.    Therefore  the 
very  outside  profit  we  can  look  forward 
to  is  an  increase  of  our  trade  from  pre- 
ferential treatment  of  about  £7,000,000 
a  year.    Now  put  against  that  the  cost. 
It  has  been  calculated  that  this  taxation 
of  food  and  this  10  per  cent,  duty,  which 
is  part  and  parcel  of  a  preferential  arrange- 
ment, will  impose  upon  the  consumers 
of  this  country  a  burden  of  not  less 
than  £35,000.000  steriing,  and  possibly 


£50,000,000  sterling,  a  year.  Therefore 
you  start  with  this  extoaozdinary  pro- 
posal— that  in  order  to  increase  our  trade 
with  tiie  Colonies  we  are  to  submit  to  a 
burden  which  at  the  very  outset  is  seven 
times  as  heavy  as  any  problematical 
expansion  of  our  export  trade. 

That  is  not  all.  My  objection  to  the 
fiscal  reformer  is  that  he  takes  so  narrow 
a  survey  of  the  situation  that  he  is 
always  wearing  blinkers.  Attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  export  trade  mainly, 
but  OUT  export  trade  oiUy  employs  a  v^ry 
small  proportion  of  the  labour  engaged 
in  this  country.  It  is,  I  think,  about 
16  per  cent.,  but  the  export  trade  from 
this  country  to  the  Colonies,  which  alone 
would  be  benefited  by  preferential  treat- 
ment, only  constitutes  a  small  portion  of 
the  export  trade,  and  so  you  come  round, 
if  you  work  it  out,  to  this — that  it  is 
proposed  to  tax  the  food  of  97  per  cent, 
of  the  working  population  of  this  country 
in  order  to  benefit  3  per  cent.  Is  that 
business  ? 

I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon 
one  part  of  the  British  Empire  to  which 
no  fiscal  reformer  has  yet  alluded ;  and 
it  is  somewhat  satisfactory  to  me  to  find 
that  on  this,  the  second  day  of  this  very 
important  debate,  the  views  which  I 
hold  on  fiscal  matters  generally,  have  been 
endorsed  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
that  the  opinions  which  I  put  forward  on 
my  own  responsibility  as  regards  India 
are  entirely  accepted  by  tiie  Government, 
of  India.  It  is  the  fashion  now  to  sneer 
at  cheapness,  and  some  extraordinary 
doctrines  in  reference  to  it  were  laid 
down  in  that  very  able  speech  to  which 
we  have  just  listened  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  an  authority  on  any  particular 
trade,  but  I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  cotton  teade  of  Lancashire, 
which  is  by  far  the  most  powerful  and 
best  organised  trade  in  this  country, 
and  by  far  the  largest  exporting  trade. 
Nearly  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  our 
exports  from  this  country  consists  of 
cotton  manufactured  goods,  and  half 
the  exports  from  this  country  to  India 
consist  of  cotton  manufactured  goods. 
The  export  trade  of  this  country  to  India 
is  in  excess  of  that  of  all  the  self-govern- 
ing Colonies  who  are  Ukely  to  benefit  under 
this  preferential  treatment.,  I  laid  do^. 
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with  the  approval  of  my  colleagues,  the 
principle  that  in  India  there  should  be 
no  protective  duties,  and  that  perfect 
equality  of  treatment  should  prevail 
between  Lancashire  cotton  goods  and 
the  native  industries.  I  received  a  de- 
putation during  last  summer  composed 
of  leading  men  in  that  industry,  and  they 
asked  me  to  remove  the  Customs  duties 
on  cotton.  I  replied  that  I  could  not 
do  80,  but  I  undertook  that,  so  long  as 
I  was  Secretary  of  State  and  those  Cus- 
toniB  duties  were  in  force,  the  excise 
duties  should  also  remain.  I  have  been 
much  attacked  for  attempting  to  estab- 
lish this  equality  of  treatment  between 
India  and  Great  Britain  ;  but  so  long  as 
free  trade  is  the  policy  of  this  country 
and  we  believe  in  it,  so  long  is  it  possible 
to  establish  that  equality  of  treatment 
because  it  is  beneficial  to  India  as  well  as 
Great  Britain.  But  the  moment  yon 
depart  and  turn  round  to  protection,  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  my  successor  to 
take  the  position  which  I  have  taken; 
and  if  protection  is  to  be  the  policy  of 
this  Empire,  and  if  those  colonies  who 
choose  to  establish  protective  tariffs  are 
to  have  special  favour  shown  them  in 
tariff  arrai^emmts,  can  you  deny  to 
India  that  which  the  rest  of  the  British 
Empire  obtains  ?  And  if  you  cannot  deny 
it  to  India,  at  once  some  £20,000,000  of 
your  export  trade  is  more  or  less  in  peril. 

That  is  not  all.  I  believe  that  the 
great  danger  to  which  the  trade  of  this 
country  will  in  the  future  be  subject  is  an 
increase  in  the  cost  of  production.  That 
is  practically  the  unanimous  opinion,  so 
for  as  I  know,  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
cotton  trade.  There  are  enormous  ex- 
ports to  the  Far  East  exclusive  of  India, 
in  which  the  exported  article  has  to  com- 
pete with  native  industries  in  localities 
where  the  raw  material  is  grown  and 
where  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of 
cheap  labour ;  and  they  all  tell  me  that 
although  the  turnover  is  large  the  profit 
is  small,  and  any  legislation  or  alteration 
which  sends  up  the  price  of  food  or  in- 
creases the  cost  of  living  will  in  the  long 
run  be  fatal  to  the  volume  of  that  gigantic 
trade.  Would  it  not  be  madness  and 
unqualified  folly  for  us  to  accept  this 
idea  of  preforentiai  treatment  which  has 
never  been  worked  out,  and  the  effect 
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of  which  has  only  been  considered  in  one 
small  portion  of  the  British  Empire  ? 

Just  let  me  say  one  word  on  a  matter 
which  I  think  is  yvry  germane  to  this  dis- 
cussion.  We  are  constantly  told  tiiat 
we  are  Little  Englanders  because  we 
object  to  the  increased  cost  of  these  pro- 
pCBed  schemes.  I  have  been  an  Imperialist 
all  my  life,  but  I  have  always  held  that 
the  extent  to  which  Imperialism  can  be 
pushed  must  be  limited  by  the  expendi- 
ture which  it  entails.  Out  expenditure 
during  the  last  ten  years  has  increased 
nearly  £60.000,000  sterling,  and  mainly 
in  connection  with  the  great  services 
which  the  Government  very  properly 
have  thought  it  neceesary  to  bring  up  to 
that  high  state  of  efficiency  to  enable 
them  to  discharge  more  adequately  Im- 
perial duties.  We  have  recently  for 
Imperial  objects  fought  a  war  in  South 
Africa,  and  we  have  had  to  borrow 
enormously.  The  consequence  of  the 
burden  of  that  borrowing  is  felt  directly 
and  indirectly  by  the  taxpayers,  because 
one  of  the  ablest  financiers  in  a  masterly 
analysis  of  the  money  conditions  of  the 
City  shows  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
war  expenditure  and  the  raising  of  loans, 
almost  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
man,  money  was  dearer  for  two  consecu- 
tive years  in  London  than  it  Vas  in  Paris 
and  Berlin.  Think  what  that  means. 
It  means  not  only  that  there  is  additional 
taxation  to  pay  for  the  interest  on  those 
loans,  but  every  industry  and  every  trade 
which  at  all  relies  upon  the  loan  of  money 
or  requires  assistance  has  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  than  it  paid  before.  I 
contend  that  the  two  pillars  of  our 
gigantic  trade,  commerce  and  merchan- 
dise are  cheap  food  and  cheap  money, 
and,  looking  at  the  disadvantages  with 
which  we  have  to  contend  against  foreign 
nations  through  longer  hours  and  lower 
wages,  and  the  far  larger  proportion  of  the 
raw  material  and  food  which  they  can 
supply  and  their  larger  home  markets, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  be  fools 
and  madmen  to  throw  away  one  of  these 
great  advantages  which  we  have  in  con- 
tending with  them — namely,  cheap  food. 

And,  Sir.lwhilst  I  readily  admit  ihMt  a 
country  can  flourish  imder  protection, 
still  I  contend  that  as  has  been  the  case 
here,  where  a  countr^^^l^^^  ha- 
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had  the  benefit  of  free  imports  you  cannot 
convert  a  system  based  on  free  trade  into 
one  of  protection  without  a  fearful  dis- 
location of  business  and  without  inflicting  a 
terrible  amount  of  misery  and  distress  upon 
those  who  would  never  have  remained  in 
these  islands  had  it  not  been  for  the  free  im- 
port of  food.  The  only  practical  proposal 
therefore  that  the  Government  adhere 
to  is  retaliation.  I  listened  with  some 
alarm  to  the  speech  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  the  very  wide 
interpretation  which  he  gave  to  this  word 
retaliation.  Just  let  me  give  an  illustra- 
tion. There  has  been  three  great  tarifi 
wars  in  Europe  recently.  My  hon.  friend 
mentioned  three  but  he  has  picked  out  the 
only  one  which  is  favourable  to  his  argu- 
ment, but  I  am  going  to  take  the  other 
two. 

•Mr.    BONAR    law  :  If  you  take 
Switzerland  you  get  tiie  same  result. 

•Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  No, 
no,  let  us  go  into  that.   I  will  first  take 
the  case  of  Italy  and  France.    Italy  and 
France   were  doing   a  great  business 
amounting    to    £30,000,000    a  year. 
Somebody  came  and  said  to  the  Italians, 
**  put  up  your  tarifi,**  a  similar  appeal 
was  made  to  the  French,  and  up  went  the 
French  tariff,  and  so  tiie  war  went  on 
for  nearly  ten  years.   At  the  end  of  that 
time  the  two  countries  bad  lost  at  the  very 
owest  calculation  over  £120,000,000  of 
trade.    Peace  was  then  made,  and  the 
trade  of  those  countries  has  never  got  up 
to  within  50  per  cent,  of  what  it  was 
before  the  war.   The  same  thing  happened 
in  Switzerland,  only  to  a  less  extent,  and 
the  figures  never  reached  the  total  at 
which  they  stood  before,  and  why  ?  If 
my  hon.  fnends  on  this  side  of  the  House 
attach  great  importance  to  preferential 
treatment  let  them  beware  how  they 
hastily  rush  into  retaliation,  because 
so  soon  as  you  declare  war  against  another 
nation — and  if  we  begin  a  war  we  must  go 
on  with  it — as  soon  as  you  declare  war 
up  go«i  the  tariff  against  you,  and  up 
goes  your  tariff  against  it.    But  it  does 
not  put  up  its  tariff  against  the  whole 
-world  and  therefore  it  gives  to  all  other 
countries,  while  it  is  fighting  you,  pre- 
ferential treatment  in  its  own  market. 
And  when  the  war  is  over,  and  you  go  to 
your  conquered  market,  yon  wUl  find  it 


in  the  occupation  of  foreigners.    I  do  not 
agree  with  my  hon.  friend  that  the  tariff 
war  between  Germany  and  Russia  ended 
with  entire  satisfaction  to  Germany.  It 
was  a  terrific  war.    They  began  with 
30  per  cent,  ad  vtUorem,  then  50  per  cent, 
and  then  it  went  up  to  70  per  cent.,  and 
discontent  and  hamship  was  so  intense 
in  both  countries  that  both  Governments 
became  frightened  and  had  to  come  to 
terms,  and  although  Germany  has  gained 
more  than  Russia  there  has  been  since 
that  time  permanent  discontent  amongst 
the  Agrarian  Party  who  look  back  with 
longing  eyes  to  the  hi^  tariffs  then  im- 
posed. On  the  other  hand  in  Russia  a  false 
impetus  was  given  to  a  large  number 
of  industries  which  have  ever  since  been 
almost  a  source  of  danger  to  the  Empire. 
Not  only  this  but  the  United  States  and 
Argentina  for  the  first  time  got  a  certain 
amount  of  position  in  the  wheat  markets 
of  Germany.    Therefore,  I  say,  we  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  how  we  hastily  em- 
bark upon  retaliation.   I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  it  myself  as  a  matter  of  principle, 
but  my  hon.  friends  behind  me  who  are 
protectionists  very  keenly  support  re- 
taliation, and  no  doubt  an  adroit  Prime 
Minister  will  persuade  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  in  order  to  extend  the  area  of 
free  trade  he  must  have  recourse  to 
protective  duties,  but  when  the  time 
comes  to  take  them  off  what  then  wilt 
happen.    If  l^e  contest  is  prolonged  for 
a  certain  time  the  vested  interests  which 
have  grown  will  become  so  strong  that 
the  Government  will  hesitate  to  take 
them  off. 

In  that  most  interesting  speech 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
allusion  was  made  to  the  enormous 
development  of  the  United  States  and 
German  export  trade  in  recent  years, 
and  he  seemed  almost  to  indicate  that 
we  might  take  a  lesson  from  German 
methods.  Well  the  export  trade  may 
have  increased,  but  it  would  be  interesting 
to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  consumers 
inside  those  lands  as  tif  the  methods  by 
which  that  export  trade  has  been  de- 
veloped. After  all  their  methods  are  the 
most  selfish  and  unpatriotic  that  can  be 
well  conceived.  [A  voice,  "  Not  un- 
patriotic."] Not  unpatriotic  ?  What 
happened.  They  mercilessly  fleeced  the 
home  consumer,  and,  having  fieeced  the 
home  consnmerf  out  of  the  Mofits  paid  by 
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that  aniortimate  indiTidual  they  sup- 
plied his  foreign  competitor  with  goods 
cheaper  than  they  could  get  them  them- 
selves. My  hon.  friend  alluded  to  the 
enormous  amoimt  of  cheap  German  steel 
that  had  recently  been  "  dumped " 
down  here  for  shipbuilding  purposes. 
But  I  do  not  think  he  gave  as  the  result 
that — unless  I  am  mistaken — almost 
for  the  first  lame  the  tonnage  of  English 
shipbuilding  exceeded  that  of  the  rest 
of  the  world.  I  quite  agree,  and  I  always 
have  felt  that  this  question  of  "  dump- 
ing"  is  a  subject  that  has  to  be  most  care- 
fully watched,  and  I  do  not  believe  thatif 
a  strong  case  were  made,  such  as  I  have 
been  able  to  make  in  reference  to  putting 
on  countervailing  duties  in  IncUa  where 
undoubted  by  bounty-fed  sugar  from  Gler- 
nearly  crushed  a  vast  national  industry, 
that  any  Government  would  have  much 
difficulty  in  getting  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  assent  to  the  proposition. 

I  have  detained  the  House  too 
long,  but  I  have  only  one  thing  more 
to  say,  and  I  aay  it  to  my  hon.  friends 
on  this  side  of  the  House  as  well  as  to  the 
other  side.  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  in 
disagreement  with  the  majority  of  my 
Party  on  this  question.  All  who  have 
gone  through  that  process  know  that 
however  Idndly  meant  the  cheers  of 
former  opponents  may  be,  they  are  no 
consolation  for  tiie  loss  of  the  esteem  of 
one*8  old  friends,  but  I  rejoice  to  think 
that  protection  is  not  to  be  at  the  next 
election  the  Party  cry  of  the  Conservative 
o^nisation.  I  am  old  enough  to  re- 
collect when  I  first  stood  for  Parliament 
what  the  impression  made  upon  the 
working  classes  was  in  that  great  contest 
which  resulted  in  the  aboUtion  of  the 
Com  Laws.  Protection  ia  a  good  starter 
but  it  is  a  bad  finisher.  The  moment  the 
flag  of  protection  is  raised  all  those  who 
have  fuled,  and  all  those  who  can  get 
anything  out  of  it,  at  once  simultane- 
ously hasten  to  its  flag,  but  there  are 
vast  latent  forces  and  a  large  number 
of  quiet  persons  who  do  not  ordinarily 
take  part  in  our  contests  who  have 
succeeded  on  a  system  of  free  im- 
|»orts,  and  who  will  assert  themselves 
m  a  way  which  is  very  remarkable  when 
the  polling  day  comes;  moreover,  I 
speak  as  an  old  electioneerer,  it  is  a  fatal 
mistake,  however  apparently  ^topolar 
your  Party  may  be,  to  put  m  the 
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mouths  of  your  opponents  a^umenta 
which  are  either  unanswerable  or  are 
extraordinarily  effective  with  the  great 
mass  of  the  people.    For  what  can  an 
opponent  of  protection  at  once  sayt 
He  says  "  Bo  you  approve  of  a  system 
by  which  a  man  is  returned  to  Parliament 
to  benefit  himself  by  taxing  othen."  It  is 
a  simple,  andifyoulike^  a  brutal  {ramiila, 
but  it  is  efEective  in  every  form  or  shape, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  few  electors  caa 
be  Members  of  Parliament  and  all  are  tax- 
payers they  feel  very  much  the  force  of 
olwervations  of  that  kind.    I  believe  in  t 
Partysystem,andl  rejoice  thattheGovera- 
I  ment  are  beginning  to  assert  themselves, 
I  as  I  understand,  and  to  malra  their  wiB 
felt  on  this  question.   The  Party  qntem 
is  only  workable  if  the  head  dictates  the 
!  policy.    The  policy  should  govern  the 
I  machine  and  the  machine  should  never 
I  be  allowed  to  dictate  the  policy.  The 
:  result  of  the  inaction  and  dilatory  tactics 
i  employed  by  the  Prime  Minister  has  been, 
:  as  we  all  know,  that  their  control  Mid 
power  over  the  organisations  has  become 
[  less  and  less,  and  tliose  organisations 
\  have  been  asserting  themselves  in  a  way 
I  which  I  say  unhesitatingly  will,  if  it  goes 
j  on,  tend  to  produce  a  political  disaster 
in  this  country.    I  make  every  allow- 
1  ance  for  the  difficulties  of   the  sitaa- 
'tion,   and   I  am   prepared   to  make 
I  satnifices  to  the  organisations  on  whose 
]  efficiency  I  believe   rests   the  uiotbI 
I  and  material  vrelfare  of  our  countiy. 
I  That  being  the  feeling  which  animates  these 
I  people  how  much  the  more  must  it  affect 
j  the  Prime  Minister  when  he  has  to  deal 
.  with  controversies  such  as  those  which 
'  arose  last  summer.   Therefore,  I  make  all 
allowance  for  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
think  he  was  perfectly  justified  in  making 
use  of  his  rare  diplomatic  pow^n,  and  I 
can  understand  that  he  is  jostled  in 
using  his  great  powers  of  diplomacy  and 
finesse  in  this  direction.    I  think  he  was 
justified   in  trenching   upon  his  own 
personal  convictions  if  he  believed  that 
by  delay  he  oonld  keep  in  efficient  working 
order  the  organisation  in  which  he  is  the 
gifted  chief.  Those  tactics  have  failed,  and 
I  could  not  help  tiiinking  that  the  clear 
and  manly  utterances  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  Board  of  Trade  gave  expression 
last  night  were  an  indication  that  the 
wiser  heads  in  the  Government  had  come 
to  that  view.  If  in  ti^e  continuanoe  o 
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^his  debate  other  speakets  maintain  the 

attitude  and  endorse  the  statements 
made  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  we  have  gained  very  great 
concessions.  If  I  can  be  assured  definitely 
by  subsequent  speakers  that  that  opposi- 
tion to  a  tax  on  food  is  based  not  on 
tacticB,  bat  on  principle,  and  if  I 
am  further  t<dd  tiiat  they  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  this  protective 
10  per  cent,  duty,  then  I  think  that 
the  differences  between  us  are  very  small. 
If  a  clear  and  definite  statemrat  to  that 
effect  is  made,  and  if  the  Govemment 
policy  is  brought  down  to  its  very  small 
dimensions,  and  freed  of  all  those  ex- 
crescences and  extravagances  which  the 
onsttthorised  programme  tacks  on  to  it, 
then,  although  I  am  in  entire  accord  with 
every  word  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman*8 
Amendment,  I  could  not  vote  against 
the  Govemment.  I  have  no  desire  what- 
ever, although  I  agree  with  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  to  see  them  oust 
my  friends  from  tlut  Bench,  but  what 
wUI  assuredly  oust  my  friends  from  that 
Bench,  and  what  will  assuredly  bring 
disaster  and  ruin  upon  otir  great  poUtical 
Party,  will  be  a  continnance  of  the  dila- 
tory tactics  of  the  last  six  months,  and, 
therefore,  I  do  implore  them — I  hope  I 
will  not  give  any  ofience  to  my  old  friends 
— to  screw  up  their  courage  and  to  pat 
their  foot  dovm,  and  even  go  foitiier 
than  tbe  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  repudiate  protection  in  all  its  aspects. 

✓ 

Sir*  JAMES  KITSON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Golne  Valley,)  said  he  had  been  for 
a  very  long  time  connected  with  the  iron 
trade,  whidi  had  been  prominently  men- 
tioned in  the  discnsnon  of  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion, as  one  of  the  industries  which  was 
threatened.  He  had  completed  now 
nearly  fifty  years  of  active  service, 
and,  Uke  the  Parliamentary  Secretary,  he 
had  had  some  experience  in  the  manipa- 
lalaon  of  steel.  He  thought  that  his 
experi«ace  was  somewhat  more  exten- 
sive than  his  hon.  friend's.  The  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  had  dealt  at  length 
with  what  people  had  said  on  the  free- 
trade  question  ;  but  he  ventured  to  say 
that  Cobden  in  his  wildest  dreams  never 
thought  that  this  country  would  build 
up  its  present  magnificent  condition  of 
manufactoie  and  commerce.  The  Par- 
liamentary Seraetary  had  wandered  into 
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small  points  aboat  steel  in  order  that  he 
might  make  large  percentages.  He  would 
deal  with  the  general  figures  of  the  trade 
with  regard  to  which  it  was  news  to  him 
that  it  was  not  successful.  That,  he  said, 
was  news  to  him  at  the  end  of  a  long 
career,  the  latter  years  of  which  had,  to 
his  mind,  been  the  better  years  oi  tiie 
half  cantiiry.  What  tiie  House  oi  Com- 
mons had  to  deal  with  was  the  whole 
tenor  and  volume  of  the  trade  and  in- 
dustry with  which  he  was  connected. 
All  branches  of  the  iron  and  steel  exports 
in  1880  amounted  to  £32.700,000,  and  in 
1903  they  had  increased  to  £55,100,000. 
If  they  turned  to  the  returns  of  the 
income-tax  in  the  Blae-book,  tkey  would 
find  that  the  assMsment  of  the  teade 
from  1892-7  ranged  a  little  under  and  a 
little  over  £2,000,000 ;  but  in  1900  it 
rose  to  £3,000,000,  1901  to  £5,000,000, 
and  in  1902  this  alleged  declining  and 
deca3ang  industry  was  rated  at  £6,600,000, 

*Mr.  BONAR  law  :  I  presume  the 
hon.  Member  is  aware  that  the  returns  to 
which  he  alludes  relate  only  to  pig-iron. 

StR  JAMES  KITSON  replied  that  that 
was  why  he  was  alluding  to  the  point. 
He  was  astonished  at  the  smallness  of  the 
figure  recorded.  He  wrote  to  the  Board 
of  Tnule,  and  received  a  letter  from  Hr. 
Llewellyn  Smith,  who  said  that  the 
figures  given  under  the  heading  "  Iron 
Works  "  represented,  generally  speaking,, 
the  profits  of  that  section  of  the  iron 
trade  which  was  concerned  with  the 
smelting  of  the  ore,  whether  such  profits 
arose  from  smelting,  or  smelting  carried 
on  conjointly  with  other  industries  such 
as  coal  minw,  etc.  Tes ;  but  coal  was 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  pig-iron.  But 
did  not  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  see 
that  on  this  one  section  of  the  trade  there 
was  a  return  of  £6,600,000.  The  total 
figures  of  the  iron  trade,  estimated  by 
competent  authority,  indicated  that  there 
was  a  turnover  of  £150,000,000  annnally^ 
He  would  venture  to  say  that  if  th&^  were 
to  collect  the  income-tax  returns  from 
this  trade,  they  would  find  that  it  was  not 
£6,600,000,  but  nearly  £20,000,000  at 
which  the  trade  was  rated  for  income^ 
tax.  What  had  been  the  advance  in 
wages  1  He  took  the  other  day  the  rate 
of  wages  paid  in  his  engine-works  forty 
'  years  ago.  Por  fittess,  monldeTS,  pattern 
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makers,  smiths,  and  platers,  the  average 
rate  of  wages  in  1860  was  28b.  3d.  weekly  ; 
and  in  1903  it  was  378.  9d.,  being  an 
advance  in  the  rate  of  wages  of  98.  6d. 
weekly.  But  that  was  not  all.  In  1860, 
the  houia  given  were  sixty  per  week ;  in 
1903  they  were  fifty-tl^ee  per  week. 
That  was  not  all — thwe  was  the  increased 
purchasing  power  of  money  to-day. 
They  were  told  that  these  changed  con- 
ditions were  owing  in  large  measure  to 
the  action  of  the  trades  unions.  No 
doubt  the  trades  unions  had  been  able 
to  force  the  position ;  owing  to  their 
combination  they  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain a  large  advance  of  wages ;  but  that, 
of  course,  would  have  been  impossible 
unless  the  condition  of  things  and  the 
advance  in  trade  had  enabled  that 
trade  to  pay  it.  Just  in  support  of  his 
statement  that  employment  had  been 
abundant,  and  that  the  iron  trade  had 
.been  active,  he  would  quote  from  a 
Qovemment  Report  which  had  been  cir- 
culated recently  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament on  the  East  Indian  Railway.  The 
Director-Greneral  of  Stores  in  the  India 
Office  reported — 

"  That  the  period  covered,  viz.  three  years, 
1900,  1901,  1902,  was  certainly  one  of  the  worst 
that  they  had  ezperieaced  for  many  years  in 
getting  prompt  deuvery  of  goods.  As  they  were 
well  aware,  there  had  been  a  great  boom  in 
engineering  work  in  this  ooantry.  Every  shop 
«f  importance  was  fall  of  work,  and  materials 
were  oiUy  procorable  at  the  expense  of  oonrider- 
able  delay?* 

That  he  knew  from  his  own  experi- 
ence was  a  matter  of  common  know- 
ledge. But  to-day  the  iron  trade  was 
said  to  be  declining.  Last  year  (1903) 
the  total  make  of  pig-iron  was  8,750,000 
tons,  and  that  quantity  had  only  been 
exceeded  in  one  year  when  it  was  a  little 
over  9,000,000  tons.  The  United  States, 
notwithstanding  its  enormous  production, 
was  not  giving  as  much  iron  per  head  of 
the  popiUation  as  this  countiy  was  pro- 
dndng  at  this  time.  The  iron  and  steel 
trade  was  a  trade  which  was  essentially 
based  on  free  imports.  It  was  oou- 
flideied  by  everyone  asan  indigenous  trad^ 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  out  of  the 
21,000,000  tons  of  iron  ore  required  for 
this  production  of  pig-iron  7,000,000  tons 
were  brought  in  from  abroad.  Where 
were  the  Oovemment  g(Hng  to  begin  ? 
Were  they  going  to  place  a  tax  on  iron 
ore  ?   Well,  tiiat  was  raw  material,  and 

Sir  James  Kitson. 


that,  of  course,  was  admitted  to  be  im- 
possible ;  but  he  could  not  help  remark- 
ing on  the  patriotism  of  the  DoIk  of 
Devonshire  in  taking  the  line  he  had 
done  when  his  own  interest  as  a  gnat 
manufacturer  of  steel,  and  as  the 
possessor  of  natiTe  ore.  wonld  lead  him  to 
throw  in  his  lot  with  the  retn^;r«dfl 
policy  which  had  been  advocated  on  the 
other  side.  Now  the  question  of  the 
manufacturing  capacity  was  very  well 
measured  by  the  quantity  of  coal  which 
we  raised  per  head  of  the  population. 
The  United  States,  notwitiustauling  its 
enormous  output  of  263»000,000  tons, 
only  produced  3^  tons  per  head  of  the 
population,  while  the  United  Kingdom 
produced  5^  tons  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion. He  could  hear  someone  say,  "  Oh, 
yes,  but  we  export  46,000,000  tons  of 
coal."  There  were  46,000,000  tons  of 
coal  exported,  and  if  that  amount  was 
deducted  from  oni  production  we  still 
had  ^  tons  of  coal  per  head  of  tiie  popu- 
ladon  for  home  manufacturing  pro* 
cesses.  As  to  the  production  of  pig-iron : 
in  the  year  1902  the  United  Kingdom  pro- 
duced 8,600,000  tons  of  pig-iron  ;  and  the 
imports  of  pig-iron  were  227,000  tons, 
and  of  finished  iron  and  steel  expressed 
in  terms  of  pig-iron,  on  which  the  Partia- 
mentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
lud  80  gnat  stress,  1,260,000  tons— or  a 
total  of  10,000.000  tons.  What  did  we 
do  with  these  ?  We  exported  of  pig-iron 
1,102,000  tons  ;  of  steel  and  fmished  iron 
2,800,000  tons ;  machinery,  624,000  tons ; 
wire  and  tools,  200,000  tons — a  total  ex- 
port of  4,626,000  tons— the  balance  of 
6,374,000  tons  being  retained  at  home 
for  the  use  of  our  shipbuilders,  for  ftfiyn- 
eering,  machine  nuJdng,  and  all  the 
rest  of  it.  This  showed  a  magnificent 
home  trade  based  on  our  imports  of  raw 
material.  A  very  striking  point  which 
he  would  like  to  emphasise  had  refer- 
ence to  the  public  stores  of  pig-iron  in  the 
United  Kingdom  which  they  were  con- 
stantly referred  to.  In  1887  there  were 
2,600,000  tons  in  atote,  whereas  in  1902, 
when  we  had  imported  aXi  this  material, 
there  were  only  255,000  tons  in  store. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  that  importation  of 
pig-iron  and  raw  steel  there  would  have 
been  actually  a  dearth  of  materials  for 
our  great  shipbuilding  and  engineering 
establishments  and  we  would  not  have 
been  able  to  employ  ft~.Un{»  aduoant  of 
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priced   labour.   He  thought  that, 

ese  da^s,  it  was  vain  to  imagine  that 
a  policy  as  had  been  advocated 
d  not  "be  disastrous  to  the  great  con- 
tdve  trades  of  the  country.    It  was 
nter^st  to  get  as  much  raw  material 
oasible  on  which  men  who  were  paid 
wa^es  could  work,  and  that  our 
es  ahould  be  more  widely  spread, 
ow,  whence  did  this  demand  for  pro- 
ion  arise  ?    He  did  not  deny  that 
le  branches  of  the  steel  trade  had 
ered  ;  some  had  been  almost  extin- 
ihed.    But  that  had  been  caused  by 
progress  of  invention.  Steel  rails  pro- 
ved by  the  Bessemer  process  were  much 
ire  durable  and  were  ultimately  pro* 
ced  at  a  much  cheaper  price  than  under 
3  old  process.    A  Bessemer  steel  rail 
d  a  life  three  or  four  times  that  of  an 
m  rail,  and  therefore  the  demand  for 
.e  latter   necessarily   fell.  Therefore 
le  old  puddling  furnaces  and  rolling 
ills  were  destroyed.   That  was  very 
of  ortonate  for  the  owners  of  these  mills, 
he  hon.  Grentleman  the  Parliamentary 
ecretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  had,  with 
is  family,  greatly  to  their  credit,  done 
omething  in  fostering  the  adoption  of 
he  Bessemer  process ;  and  no  greater 
aenefit  had  been  conferred  upon  the 
vorld  than  the  introduction  of  ^at  pro* 
cess.   No  fewer  than  9,000,000  tons  of 
Bessemer  steel  ingots  hod  been  produced 
in  one  year  in  Ihe  United  States,  and  he 
had  heard  an  American  gentleman  say 
that  the  benefits  conferred  on  the  United 
States  by  the  introduction  there  of  the 
Bessemer  process  were  equivalent  to  a 
sum  wluch  would  have  paid  off  their 
National  Debt.  Of  course  ^e  community 
at  la^  had  benefited  altiiough  the  un- 
fortunate sufferers  were  those  who  cried 
oat  for  protection.    Again,  the  intro- 
duction of  the  open-hearth  steel  process 
had  destroyed  the  iron  boiler-plate  and 
the  iron  ship-plate  trade ;  but  it  had 
enabled'all  those  magnificent  structures, 
bftttleships,  merchant   ships  and  the 
like,  to  be  constmcted  at  a  capacity  and 
a  pries  which  would  have  otherwise  been 
impoanble.  He  had  been  speaking  only 
that  day  to  Sir  William  White,  late 
Chief-Constiuctor  to  the  Navy,  who  told 
him  that,  but  for^the  invention  of  the 
open-heartli  process,  it  would  have  been 
imposnble  to  make  l^e  constmclions 
we  had  {ffodnced  of  late  years.  Althou^ 
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tiie  boiler  and  ship-plate  trade  and  the 
puddling  furnace  trade  had  been  de- 
stroyed, the  community  at  large  had 
benefited.  Were  they  going  by  protec- 
tive duties  to  maintain  these  ancient 
processes  ? 

A  great  deal  hod  been  said  about 
dumping  of  steel  billets  and  steel  bars 
from  Germany  and  from  America.  In 
1902  the  total  amount  of  unwrought 
steel  introduced  into  this  country  was 
only  280,000  tons,  a  mere  bagatelle  com- 
pared with  the  10,000,000  tons  to  which 
he  had  referred.  He  would  tell  the  reason 
why  these  billets  and  bars  were  dumped. 
The  ancient  process  was  to  coat  the  pig- 
iron  from  the  furnace  into  the  sand.  The 
"  pigs  "  were  allowed  to  grow  cold ;  they 
were  then  reheated,  melted  in  the  con- 
verter, the  ingots  cast  and  allowed  to 
grow  cold.  Then  the  ingots  were  re- 
heated and  rolled  in  the  mills  into  bars 
and  billets.  The  modem  method  now 
was,  by  a  very  ingenious  device,  to  run 
out  the  metal  from  the  blast  furnace  into 
a  huge  Ifidle,  from  which  it  was  poured 
into  a  great  vessel  called  a  mixer,  contain- 
ing perhaps  150  tons,  and  thence  to  the 
converter,  from  which  the  ingots  were 
cast.  These  were  carried  by  an  electric 
crane  to  the  soaking  pits  and  thence  to  a 
close  chamber,  and  next  picked  up,  placed 
in  the  rolling  mill  ana  converted  into 
bars.  There  was  ik)  reheating,  the 
natural  heat  was  conserved,  and  repeated 
handling  was  saved.  How  was  the  man 
who  had  not  got  these  new  devices  to 
compete  with  the  man  who  had  ?  Were 
they  going  by  protective  duties  to  foster 
and  maintain  the  old  processes  which 
wasted  the  great  forces  of  nature  ?  Were 
these  provided  for  the  service  of  man  to 
be  wiUuIly  cast  away  ?  Great  Britain 
was  not  devoid  of  works  where  these  im- 
proved processes  were  carried  on.  We 
were  a  little  behind  the  rest  of  the  world, 
but  were  not  quite  so  slow  as  we  were 
sometimes  represented  to  be.  He  was 
represented  in  his  constituency  by  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  whom  he  had  met  on 
other  neutral  occoasions,  such  as  the 
meetings  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  had  alwajrs  admired  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  re- 
fused to  take  a  pessimistic  view  of  British 
commerce.  He  commended  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  that.    He,  a_|rader, 
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also  refused  to  adopt  the  policy  of  decry- 
ing his  own  wares.  He  was  a  member  of 
a  great  trade,  and  he  refused  to  discredit 
%  He  believed,  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham, that  those  men  who  were  con- 
tinually coming  to  Parliament  whining 
for  assistance  were  mistaken.  We  must 
rely  on  our  own  energy  and  on  our  own 
resources,  and  then,  he  was  convinced, 
we  should  still  continue  to  be,  as  In  the 
past,  the  first  commercial  nation  in  the 
world. 

And  it  being  being  half-past  Seven  of 
the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned 
till  this  Evening's  Sittii^. 


BVEHim  SITTING, 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February] 
to  Main  Question  [2nd  February], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth 

"  Most  Grarums  Sovereiffn^ 

*'  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
ParUament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer 
our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for 
the  Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty 
has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment."—(A/r.  Bardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words 
— But  it  ia  our  duty,  however,  humbly  to 
repreient  to  Yovr  Majesty  that  our  effective 
ddiberation  on  the  fiiuuicial  serrioe  of  the  year 
ia  impaired  1^  confliotiw  deolarationB  from  Yonr 
Majesty's  Aunisten.  We  respectfully  submit 
to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  HouBe 
that  the  removal  of  protective  duties  has  for 
more  than  half' a  century  actively  conduced  to 
the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of  its  population  ; 
and  this  House  believes  that,  while  the  needs  of 
social  improvement  are  still  manifold  and  urgent, 
any  return  to  protective  duties*  more  particu- 
larly when  imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people, 
would  be  deeply  injurionsto  our  nationalstoengtb, 
contentment,  and  well-being." — (Jfr.  J6hn 
Moriey.) 


Question  again  proposed, 
words  be  there  added." 
Sir  Jama  KOson. 


That  those 


1    Mb.  RICHARD  CAVENDISH  (Lan- 
:  cashire.  North  Lonsdale)  said  as  one  of 
;  the  Members  who  had  conustently  sop- 
ported  the  Government  during  the  whole 
period  he  had  been  in  the  House,  and  who 
had  without  hesitation  followed  the  t»d- 
ding  of  the  Whips,  he  felt  he  could  not 
support  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  without 
giving  the  reasons  which  prompted  him  to 
take  that  step.    It  might  be  said  that 
after  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  previous  day  it  was 
hardly  necessary  for  a  free-trader  to  give 
any  reason  for  voting  in  favour  of  tite 
Amendment  of  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite.   It  was  not  possible,  now  that 
this  issue  had  been  rdsed,  for  any  hon. 
Member  to  stand  aside  and  not  take  a 
decided  part  on  one  side  or  the  other.  It 
might  be  said  by  some  that  the  speech  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
completely  disposed  of  the  allegation  that 
the  Government  were  movinf^  in  the  diiec- 
tiott  of  a  piotectaonist  doctnne.   It  was 
true  that  the  right  hon.  6«ntlenuui  had 
!  repudiated  any  idea  of  protection,  and  he 
j  went  on  to  say  that  the  Government,  as  a 
I  Government,  refused  to  associate  them- 
I  selves  with  the  policy  of  the  right  hon. 
I  Member  for  Birmingham.    That  was  a 
declaration  which  many  hon.  Members 
1  who  were  free-traders  considered  sufficient 
i  to  enable  them  to  sapport  the  Govern- 
ment, but  there  was  one  very  serioiu  omis- 
sion from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
dealt  with  the  condition  the  country  had 
been  in  during  the  last  four  months,  and 
never  attempted  to  explain  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  during  the  recess,  from 
the  opening  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham's  propo^U  and  the  present 
I  time.    Some  better  explanation  of  the 
'  action  of  the  Government  ought  to  be 
:  given  than  had  been  Vouchsafed.  The 
House  ought  to  know  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly if  the  Government  were  going  to 
take  their  part  in  the  crusade  against  this 
doctrine  of  protection.   It  was  impoBsible 
to  support  the  Government  unfeas  the 
House  heard  that  they  did  not  propose  to 
maintain  a  quiescent  attitude  on  ^e  sub- 
ject, but  were  prepared  to  take  a  pubUc 
part  in  destroying  this  vicious  doctrine 
which  had  come  amongst  them.  He  would 
not  enter  into  the  complicated  questions 
I  which  had  been  discussed  thati  aftenooa 
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Eperts  from  opponte  sides  of  the 
e,  wliicfa.  a  laymui  oonld  not  be  ex- 
d  to  do,  but  it  was  not  difficult  for  a 
an  to  foTiu  a  true  estimate  of  what 
iglit  and  what  was  wrong.  Speaking 
imself — and  be  believed  a  large  num- 
f  MembezB  who  could  not  be  expected 
Eive  a  great  technical  knowledge  of 
subject — -he  based  his  opinion  on 
,ary  operations.  What  they  had 
x>nsideT  was  what  had  been  the 
Lt  of  this  system  of  protection 
n  it  was  in  force ;  what  had 
1  the  benefits  derived  from  its  abol- 
a,  and  what  were  likely  to  be  the 
ilts  if  it  were  reimposed.  He  was 
olutely  opposed  to  any  of  the  pro- 
donist  proposals  that  had  been  advo- 
ed  by  the  right  hou.  Member  for  West 
mingham,  and  he  was  also  opposed  to 
I  poUoy  of  retaliation.  Retaliation 
ght  not  do  the  country  any  harm,  and 
was  conceivable  that  in  some  cases 
might  possibly  do  good,  but,  having 
ard  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the 
sard  of  Trade,  did  any  one  believe,  if 
ey  assented  to  ihe  proposals  of  the 
dvemment,  they  would  not  have  im- 
»ed  upon  them  in  a  very  short  time  a 
)mplete  set  of  protective  tari&  ?  A 
itaHatory  tanff  on  one  or  two  articles 
light  do  good,  but  when  it  was  eventually 
xtended  to  all  the  articles  imported  into 
his  country  they  would  be  at  onca 
irought  face  to  face  with  protection, 
f  the  House  once  assented  to  this  policy 
)f  retaUation  it  would  not  be  able  to 
nthstaud  protection  later  on.  In  this 
jase  it  was  of  the  highest  necessity  that 
they  should  prevent  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  coming  in  at  all.  Holding  these 
views,  he  did  not  see  how  he  could  con- 
acientiously  oppose  this  Amendment, 
aud  he  did  cot  see  how  the  Government, 
if  theii  views  had  been  accurately  and 
justly  expressed  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Tiade,  could  conscientiously 
oppose  it  If  it  were  possible  to  have  a 
cle^r  iBsae  on  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  flee  trade  and  protection,  he  was  con- 
vinced a  majority  would  go  into  the 
lobbies  in  favour  of  the  system  under 
which  they  now  lived. 

In  Joly  last,  in  a  q>eech  delivered 
at  the  Constitutional  Club,  the 
Prime  Uinister  diatinctiy  declared  that 
a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  great 
fiical  {Htoblem  should  not  be  held  to 


be  against  Party  allegiance;  that  it; 
should  not  be  for  one  side  to  question 
the  loyalty  of  tiie  other.  But  that 
declaration  had  not  been  acted  up  to  in 
the  last  few  months.  Those  who  had 
adopted  the  free-trade  platform  had  been 
\  held  up  as  disloyal  to  their  Party,  to  their 
own  constituencies,  and  their  own  sup- 
porters, and  had  been  subjected  to  every 
conceivable  kind  of  annoyance ;  and  de- 
termined efforts  had  been  made  to  get  the 
local  organisations  to  adopt  resolutions 
against  them.  They  ought  to  have  a 
specific  declaration  from  the  Prime 
llinister  and  the  Government  that  they 
were  content  to  abide  by  what  he  believed 
would  be  their  wish  if  they  were  really 
a  free-trade  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment ought  to  extend  to  the  free-traders 
the  same  consideration  and  support 
as  they  had  extended  to  the  Unionist 
candidates  at  the  recent  by-elections, 
who,  while  they  advocated  their  loyalty 
to  the  policy  of  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Conservative  Party,  had  stated  their 
willingness,  when  the  time  came, to  support 
the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  'Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  He  felt  it  was  im< 
possible  for  anyone  who  believed  in  the 
frrinciple  of  free  trade  to  take  tiie  declara- 
tion of  the  Government  on  free  trade 
and  not  believe  there  was  some  hidden 
meaning  in  the  background.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  intended  to  put  them  in  a 
better  position  in  the  future,  and  until 
he  had  some  better  explanation  from  the 
Government  he  could  not  extend  his 
support  to  them.  It  was  impossible,  with 
the  views  he  held,  to  support  a  Govern- 
ment which  he  believed  were  taldng  a 
wrong  course. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  B08CAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridge)  said  he  regretted  to  find  him- 
self in  disagreement  with  an  hon.  friend 
with  whom  he  had  worked  in  harmony 
for  many  years,  but  his  views  did  not 
coincide  with  those  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down.  He  was  not  a 
free-trader ;  on  the  contrary,  to  use  the 
picturesque  language  which  had  been 
used  in  the  debate,  he  was  a  *'  whole- 
hogger,"  and  as  he  had  supported  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  in  the 
country,  he  was  not  ashamed  to  support 
it  in  this  House.  The  Amendment  was 
divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  referred 
to  the  so-called  conflicting  ^ta|en\eu^^ 
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Ministers.  In  a  case  of  this  kind  he  re- 
garded the  statements  of  Ministers  as 
Fomewhat  of  the  academic  order,  because 
Minist^  had  pabUcly  stated  tiiat  they 
did  not  mean  to  introduce  any  change  in 
the  fiscal  policy  daring  the  present  Parlia- 
ment. No  doubt  fiscal  reform  would  come, 
but  at  the  present  the  Government  were 
advocating  a  policy  called  retaUation. 
One  would  have  thought  everybody 
might  have  agreed  on  retaliation.  Even 
the  Free  Food  League,  he  thought,  would 
have  sapported  retahation,  and  he  was 
rather  snrprised  to  hear  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  was 
going  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment and  against  retaliation  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  While  he  accepted  retalia- 
tion, he  accepted  it  as  a  stepping-stone 
and  in  no  other  sense,  because  he  cUd  not 
believe  that  retaUation  alone  was  a  pos- 
sible policy.  He  did  not  understand  bow 
then  cotUd  be  retaliation  without  a 
general  tariff.  The  manufacturers  would 
never  allow  a  temporary  retaliatory  or 
protective  duty  to  be  put  on  some  articles 
which  they  did  not  manufacture  and  not 
on  others  which  they  did  manufacture. 
Besides  which,  retaliation  would  not  meet 
Ihe  principal  evil  with  which  they  wished 
to  deal.  At  the  present  moment  the  prin- 
cipal diing  with  which  l^ey  had  to  deal, 
as  was  shown  by  the  remarkable  speech 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
was  not  hostile  tariffs  but  dumping,  and 
how  was  retaliation  to  deal  with  dumping, 
-which  was  the  act  of  a  private  individual, 
firm,  company,  or  cartel  —  whichever  it 
might  be  called.  He,  for  one,  did  not  see 
how  they  were  going  to  retaliate  on  pri- 
vate enterprise,  or  on  the  great  evil  of 
dumping.  Again,  dumping  was  confined 
to  manufacturers.  Did  any  hon.  Member 
suppose  tiiat  the  agriculturists  of  this 
country  would  allow  a  system  to  be 
adopted  which  would  benefit  and  tem- 
porarily protect  a  particular  manufac- 
turer and  which  would  do  nothing  for 
agriculture  ?  He  did  not  believe  it. 
And,  lastly,  the  system  of  retaliation 
alone  left  out  of  count  altogether  the 
colonial  position.  He  knew  many  people 
in  the  country,  who,  although  they  were 
free-traders  economically,  did  not  regard 
this  question  from  an  economic  point  of 
view,  and  were  prepared  to  abrogate  their 
free-trade  principles  on  account  of  the 
enormous  political  advantages  tiliat  would  | 
Mr.  Griffith  Bo90iivim, 


be  derived  from  a  preferential  tariff 
between  the  Colonies  and  the  mother 
country.  RetaUation  left  out  of  consider- 
ation colonial  and  Imperial  sentiment,  and 
for  that  reason  he  did  not  beUeve  it  could 
be  a  permanent  poUcy.  He  emphatically 
supported  the  Government  so  far  as  they 
went,  because  their  action  on  retaUation 
alone  marked  a  transition  from,  and  a 
break  with,  the  Cobdenite  tradition  of  the 
last  sixty  years.  The  Prime  Minister  at 
Sheffield  asked  himself  Xkt  question,  **  Do 
you  wish  to  hre^V  with  the  tradition  of  1^ 
last  half  century,"  and  answered  the  ques- 
tion emphatically  in  the  affirmative  "  I' 
do."  That  was  the  impression  left  on 
his  mind  after  that  speech,  and  he,  as  a 
tariff  reformer,  welcomed  the  break,  and 
would  be  glad  to  think  some  alteration 
was  to  be  made  in  the  laisses /aire  attitude 
that  had  prevailed  in  this  country  for  so 
long. 

The  second  part  of  the  Amendment 
spoke  of  the  great  advantage  free 
trade  or  free  imports  had  had  upon  the 
trade  of  this  country  for  the  last  half  cen- 
tury, and  proceeded  to  warn  them  against 
any  alteration  in  the  system.  He  was 
prepued  to  admit  that  the  system  of 
free  imports  had  contributed  to  some 
extent  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country  ; 
he  admitted  that  there  had  been  an  enor- 
mous development  in  our  prosperity  since 
the  abolition  of  the  Corn  Laws.  But,  in 
his  opinion,  supporters  of  that  policy 
attached  an  over-rated  importance  to  the 
fact  that  that  was  due  entirely  to  free 
imports.  At  the  time  tiie  Com  Laws 
were  aboUshed  railways  were  being  con- 
structed in  this  country,  gold  was  being 
discovered,  and  we  were  engaged  in  build- 
ing railroads  all  over  the  world  ;  steam 
was  being  applied  to  machinery  of  various 
kinds  in  a  way  in  which  it  had  never  been 
applied  before,  and  because  there  was  a 
large  development  of  trade,  it  did  not 
follow  that  poH  hoe  was  propter  hoe  and 
that  all  our  prosperity  was  due  to  the 
duties  abolished  at  that  time.  In  1846, 
when  the  present  system  was  introduced, 
we  were  the  workshop  of  the  world ; 
we  had  an  absolute  lead  and  were  ahead 
of  every  foreign  nation.  We  had  pro- 
gressed since  then,  but  had  not  protected 
nations  progressed  much  more  than  we  f 
We  were  no  longer  the  workshop  of  the 
world.  The  proportion  of  manufactures 
I  which  we  e^^rt«i  «  which 
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exported  by  other  countries  was  far 
svery  year.  We  were  now  told  that 
rere  proeperoiis  beoatise  our  exports 
increaeed  last  year  by  £7,dOO,000> 
in  the  case  of  Germany*  a  |»rotected 
itxy,  their  exports  had  been  increased 
ine  months  by  £12,000.000.  So  that 
r  exports  had  increased  by  £5,000,000 
:e  than  ours  in  three  months  less, 
vas  absolutely  true  as  years  went  on 
b  the  proportion  of  British  exports, 
lonxpared  with  the  exports  of  the  whole 
dd,  grew  less,  and  were  it  not  that 
Te  had  been  a  large  increase  in  the 
K>rta  of  this  country  to  the  Colonies, 
did  not  doubt  that  they  would  pos- 
>ly  show  a  decrease.  The  increase  of 
i  colonial  trade  had  to  a  large  extent 
ncealed  for  a  time  the  decrease  in  trade 
tween  this  country  and  foreign  coun- 
ies.  The  Colonies  had  stepped  in  at 
le  very  ni<Hnent  when  foreign  nations 
y  a  high  tarif!  had  been  refusing  to 
3cept  British  goods.  That  was  not  all. 
[is  hon.  friend  the  Parliamentary  Secre- 
\ry  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  his  ex- 
remely  able  speech,  pointed  out  how  the 
'laracter  of  our  trade  had  altered  for  the 
rorae,  and  how  we  were  exporting  more 
ind  more  raw  materia  lanid  importing 
more  and  more  manufactured  goods. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  imports  of  raw 
materials  were  declining  and  the  imports 
of  manufactured  goods  from  foreign 
countries  were  increasing.  Was  that  a 
good  thing  for  this  country  ?  They 
m^^t  be  extremely  rich,  they  might  have 
an  enormous  volume  of  trade,  but  they 
were  employing  foreign  labour  instead 
of  English  labour,  and  were  sendii^ 
capital  abroad  instead  of  employing  it 
at  home. 

The    right    hon.    Gentleman  the 

Member  for  Montrose  Burghs  said  he 
would  be  told  that  circumstances  had 
entirely  changed  since  free  imports  were 
introduced  in  1846.    He  himself  ven- 
t  ired  to  say  that  that  was  absolutely  the 
fact.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  went 
about  the  country  abusing  Cobden,  and 
he  did  not  know  whether  he  would  be 
considered  as  one  of  those  who  were  un- 
worthy to  loose  the  latchet  of  Cobden's 
shoe.  He  had  never  held  any  other 
0{HDioii  of  Cobden  than  that  he  was  an 
excee^gly  patriotic  man  and  that  he 
did  what  he  believed  to  be  the  best  at  the 


time.  He  went  further  and  said  that  he 
believed  that  Cobden's  policy  was  not  a 
bad  policy  at  the  time  it  was  adopted. 
Cobden's  object  was  to  iocreaae  exports 
by  throwing  our  ports  open  to  raw 
material  and  food  from  abroad,  so  tiiat  the 
foreigners  who  sent  us  these  articles 
should  buy  our  manufactured  goods.  We 
were  the  workshop  of  the  world  at  that 
time  and  did  not  fear  hostile  tariffs. 
Foreigners  manufactured  so  little  them- 
selves that  they  were  bound  to  buy  from 
tiiia  country.  This  country  then  did 
not  fear  dumping  because  foreigners 
had  nothing  to  dump.  Circumstances 
had  now,  however,  entirely  changed. 
Foreigners  did  not  see  why  they  should 
continue  to  send  this  country  food  and  raw 
material  and  take  British  manufactures, 
and  they  said  that  they  would  manu- 
facture themselves.  They  now  not  only 
supplied  their  own  markets  but  dumped 
goods  on  this  country,  to  its  great  injury. 
Surely  it  was  a  wise  policy  to  look  at  the 
effects  of  the  changes  which  had  taken 
place,  and  if  an  alteration  in  policy  were 
inecessary,  then  to  make  it.  He  could  not 
agree  that  because  Cobden's  policy  was 
a  good  policy  fifty  years  ago  it  was  a  good 
policy  at  tiie  present  time.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  the  other  day  about 
dumping  from  an  American.  They  did 
not  call  it  dumping  in  America ;  they 
called  it  "making  a  slaughter  market." 
It  was  said  that  dumping  was  bad  for 
the  country  that  dumped,  but  it  was  not 
necessarily  bad  if,  as  his  hon.  friend  Iwd 
pointed  out,  it  enabled  the  country  to  in- 
crease its  output,  and  thereby  manu- 
facture more  cheaply.  Then  it  was  said 
that  dumping  was  good  for  this  country, 
because  goods  could  be  sold  more  cheaply 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  H 
such  cheapness  were  to  be  permanent 
it  might  be  good.  Did  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  believe 
that  that  cheapness  would  be  permanent 
or  that  industries  were  not  destroyed 
by  dumping  ?  His  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  said  that  industries 
would  revive,  but  what  about  the  em- 
ployh  during  the  period  of  revival. 
They  wouhi  be  walking  about  without 
work  and  on  the  verge  of  starvation,  and 
would  possibly  have  to  emigrate  to  other 
countries.  Even  then  what  would  be 
the  use  of  their  returning,  as  if  djimping 
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recommenced  the  industey  might  be  again 
deslaroyed.  Already  the  gUss  and  chemical 
industries  had  been  veiy  seriously 
injured.  His  hon.  friend  said  that  those 
industries  were  destroyed  by  foreign  com- 
petition, but  if  goods  were  sent  to  this 
country  at  less  than  cost  price  then  it 
was  dumping  and  nothing  else. 

Me.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- 
ton)  asked  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  Belgian  plate  glass  was  sent 
into  ^s  country  at  less  than  cost 
price  ? 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  said  it 
was  impossible  across  the  Aoor  of  the 
House  to  answer  questions  about  parti- 
cular industries. 

Mr.  MOULTON  said  that  the  profit 
on  the  Belgian  plate  glass  industry  was 
derived  from  exports. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  said  that 
if  the  price  were  not  below  cost  now  it  was 
possibly  because  the  English  plate  glass 
industry  had  been  destroyed  and  that  the 
Belgians  held  the  market.  He  had  heard 
a  great  deal  about  the  transferability  of 
labour.  A  more  heartless  doctrine  had 
never  been  pronounced  in  this  House.  It 
caused  a  vast  mnount  of  muery,  and  if 
there  were  any  case  where  it  was  justifi- 
able for  the  Government  to  interfere,  it 
was  the  case  where  men  were  turned  out  of 
work  by  foreign  dumping.  Even  if  trans- 
ferability were  possible,  a  vast  amount 
of  sufffoing  was  absolutely  inevitable. 
They  were  told  they  should  have  more 
teclmieal  education.  Let  them  suppose 
that  a  man  was  technically  educated  to  be 
a  tinplate  maker,  and  that  owing  to 
dumping  that  industry  was  tempor- 
arily destroyed.  What  was  the  use  of 
technical  education  to  such  a  man,  brought 
up  to  a  particular  trade,  when  his  work 
was  taken  from  him,  his  trade  destroyed, 
and  he  was  told  to  seek  other  employment. 
He  jrielded  to  no  hon.  Member  in  his 
desire  to  see  more  technical  education  in 
the  country,  but  they  should  supplement 
technical  education  by  some  means  which 
would  enable  them  to  look  after  their  own 
industries.  They  had,  of  course,  heard  of 
the  old  argument  of  the  cheap  and  the 
dear  loaf,  and  of  the  large  and  the  little 
loaf.   He  quite  agreed  that  that  was  a 

Mr.  Gri^h  Boseawen. 


very  effective  argument  to  put  before  the 
electors ;  but  it  was  a  very  misleading 
and  a  very  unfair  argument  to  su^eit 
that  a  small  duty  of  2s.  on  foreign  com 
was  going  to  raise  the  price  of  bread  or 
reproduce  the  conditions  that  existed 
under  the  old  Com  Laws.  After  all,  there 
was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  argo* 
ment  l^at  cheapness  was  of  no  partici^i 
value  unless  a  man  had  money  to  buy,  and 
that  employment  was  more  important 
than  cheapness.  What  they  should  aim 
at  was  more  employmmt,  and  more  regolai 
employment,  at  better  wages.  He  had 
heud  it  stated  that  mider  protection 
wages  would  be  lower.  He  did  not  hold 
that  view  for  a  moment.  He  believed 
that  any  system  which  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  home  producer  would 
have  the  inevitable  effect  of  increanng 
wages,  and  if  wages  increased,  even  though 
there  was  a  small  increase  in  the  cost  of 
commodities,  the  position  of  l^e  working 
class  would  be  better  off  than  it  was  now. 
He  would  give  one  illustration.  Ger- 
many was  a  country  which  had  tried  both 
free  imports  and  protection,  and  he  had 
been  able  to  trace  in  the  case  of  one  great 
firm — Krupps  at  Essen — what  the  wages 
were  under  both  systems.  From  1861  to 
1873  there  was  a  system  of  moderate  |no- 
tection  in  Germany,  and  the  a^wrage 
wages  in  Krupp's  works  during  that  period 
was  from  1*33  to  3*39  marks  per  day. 
From  1873  to  1878  there  were  free  imports 
and  wages  fell  from  3*39  to  3*31  marks  per 
day. 

Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight)  said  it 
was  obvious  that  wages  would  fall  when 
the  sudden  demand  for  guns  ceased  after 
the  conclusion  of  a  very  great  war.  Other 
conditions  came  in  later. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  said  it 
was  very  remarkable  that  the  other  con- 
ditions were  free  imports.  In  1879,  when 
protection  was  introduced, wages  rose  from 
VO'*  marks  in  that  year  to  4'62  marks, 
which  was  the  rate  of  wages  last  year  ;  and 
during  that  period  the  cost  of  commodi- 
ties had  fallen,  and  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  Geiman  workmen  had  largely  in- 
creased. He  did  not  say  that  that  was  a 
conclusive  argument ;  but  he  did  say  it 
justified  them  in  the  confident  expectation 
that  a  system  which jSe^^^^^^ir  own 
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markets,  would  hare  the  effect  of  increas- 
ing wages  and  the  purdiasing  power  of  the 
working  man. 

With  reference  to  the  colonial  or 
Imperial  side  of  the  question  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mon- 
trose suggested  that  it  was  dead,  or  at  any 
rate,  that  it  had  retired  to  the  back- 
ground. He  wished  to  say  so  &r  as  he 
and  his  friends  were  concerned  that  was 
not  the  case  in  the  least.  The  colonial 
side  of  the  question  appealed  most  to  him, 
and  he  was  prepared  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  House  and  the  country  on  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavoured  to 
point  out  that  this  country  would  stand  to 
lose  very  heavily  by  a  system  of  colonial 
preference,  and  he  said  that  the  Colonies 
had  very  little  to  give.  He  himself  dis- 
puted both  propositions.  He  did  not 
believe  that  if  they  developed  the  wheat 
Tields  of  Canada  the  price  of  com  would  be 
one  penny  more  than  it  was  at  present. 
His  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Ealing  said  that  the  amount  which  their 
foreign  rivals  had  of  colonial  trade  was 
very  small.  But  if  they  established  a 
svstem  of  preferential  trade  with  the 
Colonies,  they  would  vastly  develop 
colonial  trade,  and  instead  of  sending 
capital  to  foreign  countries  they  would  be 
able  to  develop  Canada  and  Australia, 
increase  the  population  in  those  colonies, 
and  increase  the  demand  for  British  com- 
modities. The  Premier  of  Ontario  speak- 
ing of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy — ^he  was  in 
favour  of  it  like  every  other  public  man  in 
Canada — said  the  otiier  day — 

V  The  only  thina  is,  that  tiuB  policy  oagbt  to 
have  beeo  adopted  some  years  ago.  If  it  had 
been  adopted  twelve  years  ago,  the  popnlation 
of  Oanada,  instead  of  being  6,000,000,  as  now, 
would  be  20,000,000." 

Canada  took  per  head  of  British  goods 
£5  worth  per  annum.  If  there  were  four- 
teen additionaljmillions'of  Canadians  at  the 
present  time  the  export  of  British  goods  to 
that  country  would  be  £70,000,000  more 
per  annum  than  at  present.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  thejpolicy  which  had  been  pro- 
posed would  greatly  develop  the  Colonies 
and  be  the  very  best  thing  that  could  hap- 
pen for  manufacturers  at  home.  He  was 
astonished  at  the  attitude  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers took  up  on  this  question  of  colonial 
preference.  Cobden  himself  wished  to  get 
rid  of  the  Colonies,  and  thought  that  tree 
trade  would  get  rid  of  them.  Fortunately 


that  prediction  was  proved  to  be  faUr. 
Let  them  take  t^e  case  of  t3ie  right  hon. 
(j^tleman  l^e  Member  for  West  Bristol. 
No  one  would  for  a  moment  suggest  that 
he  was  animated  by  anytiiing  but  the 
highest  spirit  of  patriotism  and  Imperial- 
ism, and  yet  he  seemed  absolutely  afraid 
of  colonial  preference.  He  seemed  to 
think  tiiat  if  we  came  to  some  sort  of 
arrangement  wi&  oui  colonies  we  should 
begin  breaking  up  instead  of  consolidat- 
ing ihe  Empire.  If  we  tried  to  force 
preference  on  our  Colonies  against  their 
desire  we  might  be  going  the  right  way 
to  destroy  the  Empire,  but  the  demand 
for  preference  came  from  the  Colonies 
themselves  and  not  from  us,  and  no  one 
would  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the 
unanimous  resolution  oi  the  Premiers  of 
the  self-governing  Colonies  was  forced 
upon  them  by  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary. 
Not  only  had  the  Colonies  requested  pre- 
ference, but  several  of  them — Canada, 
South  Africa,  and  New  Zealand — had 
already  given  it,  and  the  main  issue  be- 
tween political  parties  in  the  last  Austra- 
lian elections  was  the  refusal  of  the 
Government  to  go  as  far  in  this  direction 
as  their  opponents  desired.  This  offer,  too, 
was  being  made  to  us  at  the  very  time 
that  every  foreign  nation  was  closing  its 
doors  to  our  trade.  Markets  in  nearly 
every  part  of  the  world  were  being  shut 
to  us,  and  were  we  to  be  such  slaves  of 
economic  pedantry  as  to  refuse  to  con- 
sider the  arguments  now  put  forward  ? 
Were  we  at  the  time  thatourtrade  was  being 
diminished  ai!  over  the  world  to  lose  the 
only  opportunity  of  extending  it  ?  This 
question  might  be  misunderstood,  it 
might  be  overlaid  with  catch-penny 
phrases,  such  as  free  food,  but  he  felt 
sure  that  when  the  time  came  for  a  clear 
issue  to  be  laid  before  the  country  the 
policy  of  change  so  ably  and  so  en- 
thusiastically advocated  by  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  would  be  bound  to  succeed. 

*Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire. 
Rushcliffe)  said  the  last  speaker  had  left 
them  in  no  doubt  as  to  his  position, 
but  he  need  be  under  no  fear  that 
the  question  would  be  misunderstood ; 
the  longer  it  was  'discussed  the  better 
the  people  at  large  understood  it. 
They  all  welcomed  the  plain,  straight- 
forward  aid  manly 
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Membei  {or  North  Lonsdale,  a  membei 
of  a  great  historic  family.  If  anything 
were  needed  to  justify  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose  in 
bringing  forward  his  Amendment  it  was 
to  be  found  in  the  course  the  debate  had 
taken.  They  had  had  some  most  in- 
teresting speeches.  The  discussion  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  it  would  have 
been  a  dereliction  of  duty  if  the  Opposition 
had  not  challenged  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  this  subject.  They  had  already 
had  four  speedieB  from  members  of  Cabinet 
and  ex-Cabinet  rank.  First  there  had 
been  the  remarkable  declaration  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  then  they 
had  had  a  no  less  remarkable  speech  from 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol;  next  they  had  had  the 
contribution  of  the  noble  Lord  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  and  finally 
they  had  had  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton,  raising  important  points 
to  which  as  yet  no  reply  had  been  given. 
This  House  was  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation  ;  it  was  its  duty  to  investigate  this 
matter,  and  he  was  astonished  at  the  entire 
absence  through  long  periods  of  Cabinet 
Ministers.  Such  conduct  in  former  days 
would  have  been  held  to  justify  a  Motion 
for  Adjournment.  More  explicit  informa- 
tion was  required  from  the  Treasury 
Bench.  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whose  intervention  was  delightful 
in  everything  that  made  speech  attrac- 
tive, had  appeared  as  a  full  blown  pro- 
tectionist, and  yet,  on  the  previous  night, 
his  chief  repudiated  any  doctrine  of  the  kind . 
He  had  said  with  great  truth  that  some  of 
the  questions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Wolverhampton 
could  only  be  replied  to  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  but  surely,  even  though,  un- 
fortunately, the  Prime  Minister  was  pre- 
vented from  being  present,  there  was 
some  Minister  who  could  speak  with  the 
voice  of  authority  and  declare  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Government  9  Could  not  the 
Cabinet  meet  and  draw  up  a  Memoran- 
dum and  entrust  it  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary to  read  ?  Let  some  one  be  em- 
powered to  state  explicitly  and  clearly 
the  position  of  the  Government.  Still  it 
was  not  with  the  Government  that  they 
had  to  deal  for  the  moment.  Everyone 
knew  that  the  real  protagcmist  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Afr.  John  Ellis, 


West  Birmingham.  He  (Mr.  Ellis)!  had 
always  recognised  that  he  had  ideals  on 
the  subject  of  Empire,  and  he  had  never 
thought  that  he  put  forward  thesedoctrines 
and  left  the  Cabinet  from  any  but  hi|^ 
motives.  But  he  did  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  mistaken,  and  that 
some  of  his  ways  had  been  most  repre- 
hensible.; still  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
no  doubt  believed  himself  to  be  the  mis- 
sionary of  truth  and  had  indulged  in 
what  had  been  termed  a  X8^;ii^ 
tearing  propaganda.  He  noticed  one 
curious  incident  on  the  first  ni^t  of 
the  session.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer seemed  to  find  fault  with  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  for  alluding  to 
the  author  of  this  policy,  and  said  he  did 
not  know  it  had  ever  before  happened  on 
the  opening  night  that  so  much  attention 
had  been  paid  to  a  private  Member.  But 
the  matter  was  not  to  be  brushed  aside 
in  that  fashion.  Tht  Times  had  re- 
marked— 

"Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy  is  not  a  Parlia- 
mentary question  at  alL  Some  of  us  sympathise 
with  his  efforts  to  convert  theooantry,  butontil 
he  does  convert  the  country  no  one  can  give 

effect  to  his  sympathy." 

Surely  the  first  place  in  which  this  subject 
should  be  discussed  was  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament.  Hon.  Members 
were  bound  to  maintain  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  what  they  had  said  outside. 

The  first  fault  he  found  with  the  policy 
propounded  by  the  late  Colonial  Secre- 
tary was  want  of  recognition  of  history. 
The  last  speaker,  like  so  many,  seemed  to 
think  that  the  matter  began  and  ended 
with  Richard  Cobden.  Long  before 
Richard  Cobden  lived  the  principles  of 
free  trade  were  enunciated,  and  it  was 
not  because  Cobden  believed  that  other 
countries  would  follow  our  example  that 
he  agitated  for  the  abolition  of  the  Com 
Laws ;  it  was  because  he  believed  it  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  t^eae  islands.  Let 
hon.  Members  devote  a  little  more  time 
to  the  study  of  Hansard,  and  they  would 
find  that  long  before  Cobden's  day  the 
principles  of  free  trade  were  advocated 
by  statesmen,  and  it  was  a  policy  accepted 
by  both  political  Parties  from  the  great 
debate  and  division  in  1852  down  to  Uaj 
last  year.  The  onus  therefore  rested  on 
those  who  wanted  to  put  back  the  hands 
of  the  clock,  and  who  believed  in  pro- 
ection,  to  prove  their  ca^  ^J^^c^t  hon. 
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itlemaxL  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
igliam  appeared  to  forget  that  every 
gle  argtua^t  he  had  used  was  de- 
listed over  and  over  again  in  the 
>ate8  which  occurred  in  that  House  a 
leration  or  two  ago.    Whenever  the 
ruments    advanced  were  reduced  to 
3cific  instances  and  definite  calculations 
was  at  once  seen  how  illusory  they 
sxe.    He  understood  the  President  of 
e  Board  of  Trade  had  rather  given  up 
lO  thecnry  of  decaying  trades.   [An  Hon. 
BMi^SR  :    Where  is  he?]    Here  and 
lere  they  might  find  in  certain  indus- 
tes  a  particular  concern  which  was  not 
ery  flourishing  and  not  paying  a  high 
ite  of  interest  to  its  shareholders,  but 
bat  arose  from  a  cause  which  had  not 
een  sufficiently  recognised.   That  cause 
ras  the  operation  of  the  Companies  Acts, 
>7  which  the  old  individual  personal 
nanagement  had  been  lost.   The  new 
nanagement  had  not  improved  in  quality. 
The  boards  of  directors,  many  of  them 
c-omposed  of  gentlemen  not  brought  up 
to  the  business,  but  who  had  simply  in- 
vested their  money  with  a  view  to  getting 
a  h^er  rate  of  interest,  were  not  in  close 
touch  with  tiie  bunness  or  the  emjptoyia. 
Besides  that,  many  of  these  concerns  had 
had  their  capital  inflated  to  an  absurd 
extent.   He  beUeved  that  company  man- 
agement was  responsible  for  a  good  deal 
of  the  complaints  of  bad  trade.    He  had 
a  curious  illustration  of  that  the  other 
day.   A  clergyman  came  to  him  and  said, 
"  I  think  there  must  be  something  in 
this  scheme  of  Chamberlain's  lor  I  am 
going  to  get  10  per  cent,  on  my  invest- 
ment instead  of  5  per  cent."    On  inquiry 
he  found  that  the  money  was  invested 
in  a  concern  which  he  knew  very  well. 
It  dealt  in  a  commodity  in  universal  de- 
mand, and  formerly  belonged  to  a  family 
which  made   great  fortunes;   but  it 
had  now  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  com- 
pany, the  capital  in  it  had  been  quad- 
rupled, it  liad  a  very  inefficient  board  of 
directors,  and,  of  course,  could  not  pay 
a  good  dividend.   It  was  that  sort  of 
coQcem  which  it  was  hoped  the  Birming- 
ham scheme  would  benefit.    The  only 
people  who  had  been  bitten  by  this 
scheme  of  10  per  cent,  duties  were  a  num- 
ber of  manufacturers  who,  here  and  there, 
were  not  in  the  first  rank  of  their  in- 
dustries, and  some  of  whom^  he  knew. 


were  on  the  Tariff  Commission.  He  re- 
membered sitting  as  a  youth  in  the  gallery 
and  hearing  the  iatioduction  of  the  Budget 
of  1860,  when  Bfr.  Gladstone  said — 

"  We  are  all  without  exception  free-traders, 
but  none  of  tu  are  free-traders  vitiiont  an  ex- 
oeption,  and  the  exoeption  is  always  in  favour 

of  ourselves."  . 

These  gentlemen  all  thought  they  were 
going  to  get  something  out  of  the  scheme, 
but  when  they  came  to  the  question  of 
what  each  was  to  pay,  then  would  arise 

the  difficulty. 

It  was  also  said  that  there  was  to 
be  some  advantage  to  agriculture.  Cer- 
tainly the  agriculturists  were  not  going 
to  allow  a  tax  to  be  enjoyed  by  manu- 
facturers unless  they  got  something  out 
of  it  also.  But  he  would  like  tiie  ri^t 
hon.  Member  for  Sleaford,  for  example, 
to  say  what  the  farmer  was  going  to  get, 
to  show  a  balance-sheet  setting  out  what 
the  duties  would  bring  him  and  what  he 
would  have  to  pay  for  enchanced  price 
of  commodities,  how  much  the  land- 
lonl  would  get,  and  how  much  the  in- 
crease of  wages  would  be  which  was  given 
to  the  labourers.  In  his  judgment  the 
scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Cient&man  was 
crude  to  the  last  degree.  It  had  not  been 
carefully  thought  out,  and  it  changed  like 
a  chameleon  &om  day  to  day.  But  all 
the  vices  to  which  he  had  referred  faded 
into  insignificance  beside  the  one  great 
vice  that  it  gave  no  recognition  to  the 
manifohi  variety  and  the  enormoiu  and 
delicate  complexity  of  our  commeicial 
system.  He  had  been  astounded  when 
responsible  years  ago  as  chairman  [of  a 
bank  at  the  delicate  web  and  net-work 
which  our  commercial  system  had  as- 
sumed. Why  was  it  that  not  a  single 
banker  of  repute  sat  on  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. 77m  Times  of  that  morning  re- 
marked that  banki]^  only  deals  in  the 
"exchange  and  distribution,"  but  surely 
these  elements  were  a  large  and  vital  por- 
tion of  our  commercial  life  ?  All  the 
speeches  which  had  been  made,  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemui  downwards,  were 
lacking  in  the  accent  of  personal  responsi- 
biUty  and  experience  in  affairs.  Business 
firms  with  which  he  was  connected 
had  received  the  list  of  questions  the 
Conuniasion  were  asking,  bat  was  it  to 
be  supposed  that  repUes  would  be  sent 
I  to  persons  of  no  authq^j^^^ifj^^jH^iti^^e 
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no  right  to  put  the  queBtions  I  The 
whole  thing  waB  more  or  less  of  an  im- 
poeture.  What  lay  at  the  root  of  this 
whole  scheme  of  fiscal  reform  was  the 
artificial  enhancement  of  the  cost  of 
living  of  the  people  of  this  country.  He 
regretted  the  ahsence  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birming- 
ham, but  it  was  necessary  to  con- 
sider at  whose  instance  the  scheme  was 
pat  forward.  The  right  hon.  Gentlemui's 
public  career  was  not  such  as  to  give 
authority  to  the  pledges  he  had  offered. 

Coming  back  in  conclusion  to  the 
Government,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  left  something 
to  be  desired  in  the  matter  of  clearness  by 
constantly  interposing  among  his  de- 
clarations as  a  Cabinet  Minister  his  in* 
dividnal  personal  opinions.  The  House 
and  the  country  were  entitled  to  and 
must  have,  before  the  debate  closed,  some 
authoritative  utterance  on  behalf  of  the 
Cabinet  as  to  the  precise  position  of  the 
(rovemment  on  one  of  the  greatest 
matters  that  had  arisen  in  our  day. 
There  were  only  two  roads  in  connection 
wil^  this  question — ^the  ancient  road, 
which  was  forsaken  sixty  years  ago, 
which  entailed  disaster  and  untold  difB- 
culties  and  hardship  upon  the  people  of 
this  land,  and  the  road  along  which,  by 
the  universal  agreement  of  both  Parties, 
the  country  had  travelled  since  then. 
As  a  free-trader  by  conviction,  and  to  a 
certain  extent  by  heredity,  nothing  would 
induce  him  to  consent  to  a  scheme  such  as 
that  which  had  emanated  from  Birming- 
ham in  so  unprecedented  a  manner,  and 
which  he  believed  would  conduce  to 
nothing  short  of  national  disaster. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  expressed 
his  profound  regret  that  the  debate 
on  this  question  was  held  for  the  first  time 
on  such  an  occasion.  It  was  impossible 
not  to  feel  how  much  the  Unionist  Party, 
how  much  the  Government  itself,  would 
have  been  spared  if  they  had  consented 
to  give  them  what  they  asked  for  last 
session — the  opportunity  of  debating 
without  dividing,  of  merely  interchanging 
opinions  upon  this  great  question,  of 
eliciting  from  all  udes  the  varying 
judgments  of  different  shades  of  opinion 
upon  the  subject.  They  would  have 
avoided,  he  was  confident,  the  wide,  the 
painful  divisions  which  now  tormented 

Mr.  Jokn  Ellis. 


the  Unionist  Party.  He  suspected  they 
would  have  been  still  a  united  Party, 
following  a  united  Cabinet,  instead  of 
divided,  listening  to  different  voices  and 
trying,  amidst  the  confusion  of  an  un- 
precedented situation,  to  find  out  what 
was  the  guidance  of  their  leaders  and 
what  was  the  path  of  their  own  duty. 
In  the  present  circumstances  it  was  im- 
possible not  to  speak  to  some  extent 
for  one's  self,  because  when  (pinion  was 
in  its  present  state  of  flux,  no  one  could 
tell  whether  they  accurately  represented 
the  opinions  of  any  one  except  them- 
selves. Therefore,  speaking  strictly  for 
himself,  migjkt  he  say  one  word  as  to  the 
position  he  occupied  in  regard  to  this 
Amendment  and  in  regard  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government  ?  He  approached 
the  subject,  let  him  say  at  once,  as  a  Con- 
servative heart  and  soul.  He  was  afraid 
some  of  his  hon.  friends  would  think  it 
disloyal,  or  at  least  an  undisciplined, 
avowal  when  he  said  that  he  held  pre- 
cisely the  same  political  opinions  tO'day 
as  he  did  twelve  montlis  ago.  If  we  had, 
as  the  French  had,  fbe  cnstom  of  describ- 
ing things  by  a  particular  yeax,  he  would 
say  he  was  a  Conservative  of  1895.  He 
held  to  the  full  all  the  principles  that 
were  then  maintained  by  the  Conserva- 
tive Administration  which  was  returned 
to  power  in  that  year,  and  he  was  satis- 
fied that  those  principles  were  still,  as  they 
were  then,  consistent  with  the  doctrines 
of  free  trade.  The  second  salient  point 
of  the  position  from  which  he  was  hiound 
to  approach  this  subject  was  that  he  was 
altogether  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
doctrines  of  free  trade.  He  was  assured 
by  many  people  that  his  position  was 
an  impossible  one — that  nowadays  one 
mnst  be  either  a  Radical  or  a  protection- 
ist, that  there  was  no  place  in  politics 
for  those  who  did  not  £all  into  the  one 
category  or  the  other.  It  might  be  so, 
but  he  could  not  help  that.  He  could 
not  conceive'  anybody  desiring  to  re- 
main in  poUtical  life  except  on  their 
own  terms.  His  terms  involved,  as  an 
indispensable  requirement,  that  he  should 
be  implicitly  faithful  to  the  principles 
both  of  Conservatism  and  of  free  trade. 
That  being  his  point  of  view,  what  was 
the  position  to  which  it  led  him  ? 

Though  he  agreed  with  almost  every- 
thing the  President  of  tlm^Board  of  Trade 
said,  he  was  ii^,ffkh^G&^^^  him 
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ThenheBud  that  the  policy  proposed  by 
the  Hember  for  West  Birmingham  was  not 
tiie  main  issue  before  the  country.  He 
thought  it  was.  It  did  not  rest  with 
the  Government,  it  did  not  rest  with 
any  individual,  however  eminent,  to 
deoide  what  was  the  issue  before  the 
country,  Government  could  not 

vaake  a  thing   an  issue   by  saying 
it  was  the  issue.   They  could  not  prevent 
a  thing  being  an  issue  by  denying  that  it 
was  one.    The  question  that  was  occupy- 
ing the  attention  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
p«opIe  outside  the  House  was,  "  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  right  or  is  he  wrong  1 
Is  his  policy  the  salvation  of  the  Empire 
and  of  British  industry,  or  is  it  hurtful 
to  the  Empire  and  ruinous  to  British 
industry  ?  "    It  was  futile  to  pretend 
that  anything  else  really  occupied  the 
mind  of  the  country.    When  he  addressed 
his  mind  to  the  poUcy  of  the  Government, 
as  it  was  stated  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  his  misgivings  were  not 
altogether  removed.     It  was  true  t^t, 
as  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  the 
policy  of  the  Government  there  was  little 
if  anything  in  it  to  which  he  objected  on 
economic  grounds.   He  did  not  object  at 
all  to  the  principle  of  retaliation,  and  he 
saw  no  reason  for  adhering  to  the  maxim 
of  a  tariff  for  revenue  only,  supposing  they 
could  get  the  same  good  by  a  tarifE  for  any 
other  purpose  ;  but  he  thought  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol  that  so  far  as  retaliation  went,  it 
would  have  been  very  much  better  and 
more  convenient  if  the  Government  had 
made  any  positive  proposal  which  they 
had  to  make,  now  at  once.   He  did 
not  understand  why  they  were  to  have 
a  solemn  novitiate  before  they  entered 
apon  this  new  policy.   If  it  was  for  the 
sake  of  its  heterodoxy  he  was  afraid  that 
liis  right  hon.  friend  was  perfectly  aware 
that  the  Government  two  or  three  years 
ago  took  a  step  which,  in  point  of  hetero- 
doxy, was  a  much  stronger  order  than 
retaliation.  Retaliation  received  honour- 
able mention  from  so  orthodox  a  writer 
as  John  Stuart  Ifill.   The  Government, 
with  his  full  support,  did  a  much  more 
heterodox  thing  than  retaliation  by  im- 
posing an  export  duty  on  coal.   But  they 
never  announced  beforehand  that  they 
weie^going  to  reverse  the  fiscal  system  of 
the  country.   They  amply  proposed  the  | 


duty :  it  was  argued  on  its  merits,  and,  a 
majority  of  the  House  having  been  con- 
vinced that  it  was  a  good  proposal,  it  was 
adopted.  Why  could  they  not  have  done 
the  same  thing  in  regard  to  retaliation  % 
Retaliation  was  a  much  greater  reversal 
of  the  traditions  of  sixty  years  than  an 
export  duty  on  coal.  As  described  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentiieman,  retaliation  was  only 
a  small  xoodification  of  our  fiscal  traditions 
of  sixt^  yeus  ago.  But  there  was  another 
policy  which  was  a  reversal  of  those 
traditions.  Was  it  possible  to  rid  one*8 
mind  of  the  suspicion  that  this  more 
moderate  policy  was  called  a  reversal  in 
order  to  use  a  term  which  would  cover  the 
two  policies  together,  confuse  the  matter, 
and  draw  together  into  one  scheme  of 
political  action  free-traders  and  pro- 
tectionists, who,  though  they  disagreed, 
might,  it  was  thought,  co-operate  for  th.e 
success  of  the  Government  and  their 
policy  1  He  thought  the  Government 
were  fairly  exposed  to  tiiat  suspicion. 
He  felt  it  all  the  more  when  he  studied, 
not  merely  what  they  had  said,  but  th^ 
words  and  actions  during  the  past  three 
or  four  months. 

What  distinction  had  been  made 
between  the  policy  which  was  now 
repudiated  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
t^e  Member  for  West  Birmingham  and  the 
official  policy  of  the  Government  3  What 
had  anybody  gained  by  being  an  official 
fiscal  reformer,  and  what  had  anybody 
lost  by  being  an  unofficial  fiscal  reformer  ? 
How  many  people  had  made  speeches 
from  which  it  was  quite  impossible  to  infer 
whether  they  were  official  or  unofficial 
fiscal  reformers  ?  He  really  thought  that 
the  only  strictiy  loyal  adherent  to  the 
Leaderdxip  of  the  l^me  Minister  was  the 
Dnke  of  Devonshire,  for  he  had  drawn  a 
distinction  between  the  official  and  the 
unofficial  policy  which  was  perfectly  logi- 
cal in  its  character.  What  was  the  effect 
upon  the  public  mind  if  they  saw  election 
after  election  taking  place  and  the  organis- 
ation selecting  a  candidate  who  maintained 
the  unofficial,  the  unauthorised,  and  now 
the  repndiat^  policy,  and  if  they  saw  that 
candidate  blessed  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
given  a  watchword,  and  the  whole  force  of 
the  political  organisation  devoted  to  his 
return,  while  all  the  time  he  was  advocat- 
ing a  policy  to  which  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and,  they  presumed,  the 
Prime    Minister,   were    opposed  ?  .  If 
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sach  a  candidate  became  the  t3rpical 
member  of  the  Party  of  the  future,  both 
his  right  hon.  friends  must  retire  from 
o£Sce,  or  they  were  landed  in  this  para- 
doxical situation — ^that  they  had  all  the 
official  resources  of  the  GoTemment 
used  to  further  a  policy  which  would 
imply  the  retirement  from  official  posi- 
tion of  the  leaders  of  the  Party  to  which 
that  Government  belonged.  But  there 
was  an  instance  of  something  stronger 
than  paradox.  That  a  Minister  should 
go  down  and  oppose  a  Conservative  Mem- 
ber for  the  salce  of  a  policy  which  his 
Leader  had  not  adopted  and  which  his 
colleague  had  now  repudiated — should 
oppose  one  who  bad  been  a  supporter 
of  him  so  long  as  he  was  loyal  to  the  faith 
of  the  Party ;  that,  indeed,  was  a  viola- 
tion of  all  the  traditions  of  Party  govern- 
ment and  of  the  best  reputation  of  public 
life.  Yes,  and  he  saw  his  right  hon. 
friend  still  sitting  upon  that  Bench.  He 
had  not  gone  forth  into  the  wilderness  to 
preach  a  crusade  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
ciples he  upheld ;  he  was  content  to  stab 
in  the  back— [Cries  of  "  Oh !  "  and  Op- 
position cheers] — those  who  were  honestly 
trying  to  maintain  their  own  opinion 
within  the  limits  which  the  Prime 
Minister,  whom  he  served,  had  declared  to 
to  be  sufficient.  Grateful  as  he  was  for  the 
declaration  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  heartily  as  he  agreed  with 
almost  every  word  of  that  declaration, 
he  did  not  think  it  altered  the  main  lines 
of  the  political  situation.  After  all, 
what  would  happen  supposing  things 
went  on  as  tfaey  luid  gone  on  during  the 
last  three  or  four  months  1  He  really 
thought  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  be  more 
uneasy  than  he  was  if  he  were  less  con- 
fident that  the  Opposition  were  going 
to  win  the  next  election.  Supposing  the 
policy  of  fiscal  reform  received  the  sup- 
port of^  majority  of  the  next  House  of 
Commons.  According  to  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
the  present  Government  would  be  pre- 
cluded from  proposing  a  preference  or 
imposing  a  tax  on  food ;  they  would  be 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  putting  a  10  per 
cent,  duty  on  manufactured  goods  ;  even 
in  respect  of  retaliation  he  admitted  that 
he  saw  difficulties  in  putting  it  into 
operation  against  Russia  or  the  United 
Lord  Hugh  Cecil. 
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States.  What  sort  of  enthusiasm  would 
that  kind  of  Government  excite  in  the 
minds  of  the  then  majority  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ?  He  cUd  not  think  such 
a  Government  would  last  long ;  he  thought 
it  would  inevitably  have  to  give  place  to 
another  Grovemment.  Then,  did  we  not 
reach  this  sort  of  conclusion — he  did  not 
see  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford in  his  place,  but,  in  tiie  absence  of 
that  clear-minded  creator  of  crystals 
he  would  say  that  a  vote  given  for  the 
Birmingham  policy  was  a  vote  for  driving 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  all  their  colleagues 
who  agree  with  them  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Party  organisations  were 
choosing  candidates  in  favour  of  the 
Birmingham  policy;  and  if  the  Party 
under  that  r^me  achieved  a  success,  tlw 
success  would  have  as  its  immediate  re- 
sult the  destruction  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Party.  That  was  a  position  so  para- 
doxical that  it  embarrassed  the  Party  to  a 
point  which  must  make  it  weak  for  all 
purposes  of  electoral  fighting,  and  ^lich 
must  involve  grave  injustice  to  those  who 
were  honestly  trying  to  take  a  course 
according  to  their  consciences,  but  were 
not  able  to  agree  with  the  unauthorised 
policy.  Not  only  pressure,  but  actual 
exclusion,  had  been  practised,  not  only 
against  free-fooders,  but  against  those 
who  were  altogether  supporters  of 
Government  policy.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Portsmouth  he  saw  was  un- 
able to  stand  again  for  that  constituency 
because  he  was  not  a  supporter — not 
of  the  Government  policy,  but  of  the 
policy  of  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham. If  the  Birmingham  policy,  then, 
was  not  the  issue,  what  was  an  issne  t 
What  had  the  Government  done  to.  pie- 
vent  these  things  happening  1  He  quite 
agreed  that  the  speech  of  his  ri^t  hon. 
friend  was  a  new  thing,  and  it  marked, 
he  hoped,  a  new  step  in  the  career  of  the 
Government ;  but  previously  even  the 
most  free-trade  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  necessary  to  begin  by 
sneers  at  Cobden,  to  talk  about  tiie 
necessity  of  reviewing  our  policy  after  an 
experience  of  sixty  years,  which  might 
be  true,  but  meant  exceedingly  Ut^, 
conveying  to  listeners  and  readers  tike 
general  impression  that  the  Government 
were,  after  all,  in  th«r  ^eaflj^  ^^ughly 
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the  Member  for  West  Binnittgham, 
all  the  time  were  ready  to  carry  out 

policy  whenever  they  got  the  oppor- 

Lty. 

uming  to  the  question  of  how  he 
ht  to  vote  on  the  Amendment,  he 
ed  what  would  have  been  said  if  any 
er  question  than  free  trade  had  been 
iXaA  in  this  ambiguous  manner — for 
tance.  Home  Rule  or  disestablishment, 
a  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
lard  of  Trade  had  spoken  of  pious 
inions.    He  might  have  taken  as  an 
uatration  the  opinions  which  the  Mem- 
•X  for  West  Birmingham,  he  understood, 
Ltertained  in  favour  of  disestablishment, 
obody  complained  of  that  view  in  the 
rcumstances ;  but  if  tiie  ri^t  hon. 
entieman  had  carried  on  a  great  misaon 
1  favour  of  disestablishment,  if  the  Prime 
linister  had  adopted  a  doubtful  and 
mbignous  policy  on  Church  reform,  if 
he  members  of  the  Government  had  said 
hey  were  heartily  in  favour  of  Church 
eform,  but  looked  forward  at  no  distant 
late  to  going  on  to  the  greater  and  wider 
pblicy  of  disestablishment,  if  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Government  was  found 
on  a  liherationist  platform  against  some 
person  who  was  a  supporter  of  the  Estab- 
lishment— what  would  have  been  his  feel- 
ings ?   Could  any  one  doubt  that  he 
would  have  voted  for  anything  and  every- 
thing that  would  have  expressed  disappro- 
bation of  the  attitude  of  the  Government  ? 
He  could  not  in  any  ciicwnstances  vote 
^unst  the  rif^t  hon.  G«ntleman  whose 
Amendment  was  now  before  the  House, 
because  he  agreed  with  every  word  of  that 
Amendment.    He  did  not  attach  much 
importance  to  the  preamble,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Amendment  was  merely  a  very 
moderate  statement  of  the  doctrine  of 
free  trade,  of  which  everybody  who  called 
himself  a  free-trader  must  be  a  supporter. 
Therefore  he  could  not  vote  against  such 
an  Amendment  as  that.    Nor  did  he  think 
the  technical  doctrine  that  the  quality 
of  the  Amendment  as  a  vote  of  censure 
was  more  important  than  its  wording, 
could  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
great  issue  tike  this.    Members  of  Parlia- 
ment most  think  of  the  impression  this 
vonld  produce.   In  the  House  they 
qndeistood  the  value  of  those  technicd- 
ities,  bat  outside  people  did  not  know 
what  vas  meant  by  an  Amendment  to 
the  Address,  but  they  understood  if  a 


proposal  was  put  forward  it  was  a  pro- 
posal in  favour  of  free  trade,  and^they 
would  say  to  their  representative,  '*  If  you 
are  a  free-trader,  why  should  you  not  vote 
for  free  trade,"  They  must  beware  of 
being  too  subtle  in  these  things  and  take 
one  side  or  the  other.  They  must  adopt 
the  natural  straightforward  course  which 
would  commend  itself  to  plain  people  out- 
side the  House  in  carrying  out  the  func- 
tions of  li  Member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. There  remained  two  Courses,  that 
of  abstention  and  that  of  voting  for  the 
Amendment.  He  did  not  intend  to  de- 
cide with  actual  finality  at  that  moment 
between  those  two  courses.  He  could  not 
conceal  from  the  House  that  abstention 
was  a  course  very  uncongenial  to  his 
temperament.  He  did  not  like  to  halt, 
or  to  seem  to  halt,  betweeen  two  courses. 
He  bad  often  seen,  in  the  case  of  persons 
very  much  more  distinguished,  the  danger 
of  doing  so.  He  had  watched  the  very 
skilful  manceuvres  of- the  Prime  Minister 
during  the  last  session,  and  he  could  not 
say  he  thought  they  were  to  his  advan- 
tage or  that  of  his  Party.  He  had  also 
watched  the  unskilful  manoeuvres,  two 
years  ago,  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
and  in  his  case  also  he  thought  they  were 
not  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  advan- 
tage. If  he  knew  that  the  Government 
were  really  going  to  fight  the  battle  of  free 
trade  against  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
and  would  act  to  the  full  up  to  the  declara- 
tions of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  if  all  through  the  Government 
would  use  the  whole  resources  of  Party 
discipline  and  Party  organisation  in  order 
to  retain  retaliation  and  no  more,  then 
certainly  he  would  be  inclined  to  abstain 
from  any  course  which  mifj^t  embarrass 
the  Government. 

With  regard  to  retaliation,  though 
he  recognised  the  great  difficulties  in 
the  way,  he  admitt^  that  there  was  a 
strong  case  to  be  made  in  its  favour. 
He  was  not  what  his  right  hon.  friend 
felicitously  called  a  Quaker  in  these  things 
and  he  saw  no  reason  for  peace  at  any 
price.  But  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  have  it  known  that  we  were  prepared 
to  retaliate  if  we  were  very  badly  treated. 
He  was  bound,  however,  to  say  that  if  the 
instances  in  which  it  had  been  used  were 
examined,  it  did  not  seem  to  have  pro- 
duced very  important  results  for  good, 
and  it  had  unquestionably  dcme  a  great 
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deal  of  mischief.  He  was  told  that  those 
who  supported  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  foi  West  Birmingham  were 
called  **  whole-hoggers,"  while  those  who 
supported  the  Prime  Minister  were  called 
"  littie-piggers."  He  believed  that  the 
Prime  ffinister's  taste  for  pork  was  very 
delicate,  and  he  thought  he  would  pro- 
bably have  only  a  pig  of  the  smallest 
dimensions ;  so  that  he  could  honestly  say 
that  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  policy  of 
economic  orthodoxy  professed  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  The  Prime  Minister 
was  one  (rf  those  persons  who  liked  to 
make  themselves  oat  a  great  deal  more 
protectionist  than  they  were,  just  as  some 
people  were  always  telling  one,  "  What 
a  devil  of  a  fellow  "  they  were  in  their 
yonth.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
liked  to  have  his  gibe  at  old  Cob- 
den  and  the  rest,  but  in  point  of 
fact  he  was  a  veiy  steady-going,  re- 
spectable citizen  at  heart.  He  wished 
in  a  more  aerioiu  vein  to  say  that  if  he 
found  himself  in  the  Opposition  lobby 
when  a  division  was  taken,  it  did  not 
indicate  that  he  dissented  from  the 
general  policy  of  the  Qovemment,  or 
even  from  their  economic  poUcy  as  ex- 
plained by  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
President  of  the  fioard  of  Trade,  and, 
least  of  all,  that  he  had  the  slightest 
intention  of  modifying  in  any  sense 
whatever  his  adherence  to  Conservatism 
as  he  had  always  understood  it 

Passing  to  the  merits  of  t^e  policy  put 
before  them  by  the  Membw  for  West  Bir- 
mingham, one  rough  observation  applied 
to  the  industries  which  were  supposol  to 
be  dying.  It  was  that  if  one  competent 
critic  said  an  industry  was  in  a  bad 
state,  and  another  that  it  was  in  a  very 
good  state,  they  would  not  be  far  wrong 
in  assuming  tiiat  it  was  really  doing 
pretty  well,  but  not  so  well  as  everybody 
might  wish.  Had  the  industries  been  i 
really  dying,  the  agitation  this  would 
have  occasioned  would  have  been  so 
great  that  they  would  not  have  had  to 
wait  the  return  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man from  the  illimitable  veldt  in  order  to 
know  it.  It  was  the  highest  compliment 
to  his  right  hon.  friend  to  bslj  that  his 
heart  was  really  in  the  Imperial  side  of 
the  subject,  and  it  was  only  when  he 
looked  into  the  matter  witJi  the  bias 
which  the. policy  of  preference  suggested 
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to  him  that  the  industries  of  England 
appeared  to  him  to  be  in  such  a  critical 
condition.  They  might,  therefore,  with- 
out unreason,  be  a  little  sceptical  of 
this  theory  of  ruined  industries,  which 
no  one  ever  thought  of  until  his  ingenions* 
interesting,  and  important  Imperial  policy 
was  put  before  the  country. 

Mr.  DISRAELI  (Cheshire,  Alttinc- 
ham)  was  understood  to  say  these  trade 
proposals  were  thought  of  twenty  years 
ago. 

LosD  HUGH  CECIL  said  that  waa 
very  true.  They  were  thought  out  long 
ago,  very  carefully  considered,  and 
altogether  rejected.  They  were  elabor- 
ately developed  twen^  years  ago, 
and  it  was  the  right  hon.  Member  Iw 
West  Birmingham  who,  with  his  very 
distinguished  talents,  destroyed  the  agita- 
tion and  maintained  the  fabric  of  free 
trade. 

He  turned  therefore  to  tiw  bnperial 

side  of  the  question.  What  waa  it 
that  was  put  before  them  ?  What 
end  was  it  to  serve  ?  They  were  told  that 
it  made  for  the  unity  of  the  Smpire,  and 
they  were  aaked  whether  they  were  willing 
to  make  sacrifices  for  so  great  an  object. 
Certainly  he  would  be,  and  all  would  be, 
willing  to  make  importai^  sacrifices  for 
the  unity  of  the  Empire.  The  question 
therefore  resolved  itself  into  this,  was 
this  poU<^  really  one  that  made  for  the 
imity  of  the  Empire.  He  regretted  that 
in  the  speeches  advocating  the  policy 
very  little  was  said  to  show  how  that  ob- 
ject would  be  effected  by  it.  Would  it 
prevent  Beceasion  ?  It  was  said  t^t  was 
one  of  the  objects  it  might  lead  to.  He 
could  not  conceive  of  anyone  supposing 
that  the  Colonies  should  be  so  excited  and 
angry  that  they  would  break  their  senti* 
mental  ties  and  the  aseociationaof  common 
patriotism  which  now  bound  them  to  the 
Empire,  and  that  at  the  very  moment  of 
secession  they  would  change  their  mind 
when  they  remembered  that  they  were 
{  getting  2s.  a  quarter  from  this  country 
on  their  wheat.  Those  who  knew  the 
history  of  the  world  knew  the  deep 
passions  which  alone  produced  these  seces- 
sions,  and  they  must  be  aware  that  if 
passion  did  rise  to  the  height  which  would 
make  8ece8sioaapossibilite,nopreieieiitial 
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taiifi  would  for  an  instant  stand  in  the 
way  ?  It  would  be  like  trying  to  bridle 
s  great  stream  with  a  wisp  of  grass.  It 
would  be  swept  away  and  carried  down 
into  the  sea  by  the  resistless  flood.  Would 
this  policy  make  for  the  xmiflcation  of 
the  Empire  ?  That  was  what  many  people 
believed.  He  had  tried  to  consider  what 
history  said  on  the  subject.  Was  there 
any  oaae  in  history  in  which  such  an 
arrangement  had  made  for  unification 
which  could  at  all  be  compared  with  the 
present  case  ?  The  case  of  Germany 
was  often  instanced,  but  after  all  what 
made  the  unity  of  Germany  was  not  the 
Zollverein.  The  history  of  the  unity  of 
Qermany.  depended  upon  a  great  many 
historical  subjects.  The  highest  patriotic 
sentiment  was  excited,  bat  even  then 
anity  was  not  produced.  Unity  was 
finally  produced  not  a  little  by  the  blood 
and  iron  of  the  Prussian  Monarch.  The 
unity  oi  Germany  was  'built  round  the 
ascendancy  of  Russia.  There  was  no 
analogy  between  that  and  the  present 
case.  We  were  in  a  different  position, 
and  anything  resembling  force  oi  coercion 
would  be  out  of  the  question.  How  did 
the  Zollverein  in  their  case  operate  ?  It 
operated  by  taking  away  the  barriers 
which  stood  in  the  way  of  a  natural  unity. 
Here  there  were  natural  frontiers,  and  a 
Zollverein  was  not  proposed.  The  cases 
were  so  different  that  they  could  not 
argue  from  one  to  another.  The  instance  of 
Scotland  was  also  instmctive.  Scotland 
was  undoubtedly  made  a  contented 
country  eventually  by  the  fiscal  terms 
which  were  arranged  at  the  time  of  the 
Union.  But  the  Union  was  not  very 
successful  from  the  national  point  of 
view,  because  it  was  so  unpopular  that 
it  was  directly  the  cause  of  two  rebellions 
in  fifty  years.  What  made  the  Union 
successful  was  that  its  fiscal  advantages 
were  so  great  that  it  raised  Scotland  from 
poverty  to  great  riches.  Was  anything 
tike  that  likely  in  the  case  of  the  Colonies  1 
Every  one  admitted  that  the  Colonies 
were  already  highly  prosperous,  and  what- 
ever might  be  ejected  by  the  proposals  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  would  make  but  slight  differ- 
ence to  them.  If  they  desired  to  see  how 
slight  the  effect  wotikL  be*  let  them  con- 
sider the  case  of  Ireland.  Such  was  the 
foicQof  racial,  religious,  andagiariandiSer- 


ences  that  Ireland  was  not  united  to  Eng- 
land, despite  all  the  preferential  treatment 
in  her  interest.  The  truth  was  that  these 
arrangements  were  in  the  nature  of  a 
bargain,  and  a  bargain  always  led  to  dis- 
putes and  hardly  ever  to  unity.  The  case 
of  Canada  was  also  worth  considering. 
Were  we  going  to  ask  Canada  to  accept  a 
larger  number  of  British  imports  at  a  time 
that  we  were  declaring  that  German 
imports  into  Great  Britain  were  a  curse  ? 
Was  it  intended  to  inflict  upon  Canada 
the  sorrows  which  this  country  suffered 
from  German  imports  ?  Were  they  going 
to  deprive  the  Canadian  people  of  their 
industries  so  that  they  would  have  to  go 
into  the  workhouses,  or  migrate  to  the 
cold  Western  territory  to  till  the  fields. 
One  might  indulge  in  much  rhetoric  of  the 
same  kind  if  one  had  the  time  of  the  right 
hon.  Genlleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  to  deal  with  it.  Thus,  by 
the  application  of  protectionist  principles, 
they  would  have  created  a  machinery 
which  would  promote  Imperial  disunion, 
although  it  was  done  in  the  name  of 
Imperial  union.  The  proposal  was  that 
we  should  impose  imports  on  Canada 
while  we  resented  them  in  our  own  case 
from  the  foreigner.  We  were  at  the  same 
time  to  keep  open  ports  for  the  Colonies. 
It  was  obvious  that  the  English  producer 
would  very  soon  come  to  resent  colonial 
imports.  He  would  very  soon  begin  to 
think  l^at  colonial  imports  were  aU  that 
foreign  imports  were  supposed  to  be. 
This  would  irritate  and  divide,  and  there- 
fore the  argument  of  unification  could  not 
stand.  Then  there  was  the  argument  of 
the  colonial  demand.  But  even  that  was 
not  very  strong.  He  should  Uke  to  draw 
attention  to  a  statement  which  had 
appeared  in  The  TiTnes  of  2nd  February 
from  its  correspondent  in  Australia  in  an 
account  of  the  Australian  elections.  It 
was  very  remarkable  coming  from  a 
source  rather  in  favour  of  the  proposals  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birminngham.  The  corre^ondent 
said — 

**  It  most  be  apparent  that  a  oommuiuty  so 
much  in  earnest  about  its  fiscal  future  would  not 
have  withheld  a  single  vote  for  free  trade  even 
if  Mr.  Chamberlain's  preferential  proposals 
had  been  before  it  for  acceptance  or  rejection. 
But  it  was  felt  in  New  South  Wales,  as  well  as 
in  the  other  States,  that  the  preferential  trade 
proposals  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  have  not  at 
^esent  come  within  the  range  of  ^practical 
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politics.*^  When  the  propoeale  do  come  up  for 
separate  ooosidwation  and  decision  the  firee- 
trsders  of  New  Sooth  Wales  and  the  other 
States  are  much  more  likely  to  meet  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain half-way  than  are  the  protectionnts. 
JVotwithstanding  Mr.  Deakin's  assurancen  that 
he  will  give  a  return  to  the  mother  country  for 
preferential  t3t>atmeat  of  Australian  products, 
the  prospect  that  any  reductions  of  our  present 
duties  will  be  mad©  in  favour  of  Britiah  manu- 
faotnrers  is  extremely  remote.  Mr.  Deakin  may 
bft  willing  to  do  thin,  but  will  the  protectionist 
party  support  him  ?  So  far  that  party  has  not 
shown  the  slightest  disposition  to  do  so." 

We  found  that  our  coloaies  were  luke- 
warm on  the  subject,  and  that  had  re- 
moved from  us  the  very  last  argument 
tikat  could  be  made  of  Imperial  sympathies 
in  favour  of  the  policy  which  was  recom- 
mended. 

He  should  like  to  ask  finally  what  were 
we  to  think  of  a  doctrine  that  had  been  put 
forward,  notably  at  t^e  Guildhall,  as  to 
the  decay  of  Empire,  and  Spain  and 
Holland  had  been  mentioned.  Certainly 
those  countries  had  not  fallen  through  free 
trade,  and  Spain  retained  her  colonial 
«mpire  till  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  long  after  she  had  lost  her  posi- 
tion as  a  great  Power.    One  might  make  a 
contrast  between  England  after  she  lost 
her  American  colonies,  and  Spain  after  she 
lost  her  position  as  a  great  Power.  The 
true  explanation  was  that  the  life  at  the 
-centre  remained  unimpaired  in  Great 
Britain,  but  was  gone  in  the  case  of  Spain. 
Powers  did  not  die  from  the  circumference, 
but  from  the  centre,  and  it  was  of  what 
threatened  the  centre  that  we  ought  to  be 
most  afraid.   He  maintained  t^at  the 
policy  of    protection    threatened  the 
central  life  of  a  country  in  three  ways. 
First,   it   led   to   extravagance,  be- 
cause it  veiled  the  taxation  necessary 
io  meet  growing  expenditure  under  the 
pleasing  guise  of  protection  for  home 
industries.    Secondly,    protection  pro- 
moted profound  social  discontent,  which 
was  so  notable  a  feature  of  ahnost  every 
country  on  the   Continent,  and  from 
which  we  were  happily  free.    We  had 
almost  forgotten  what  it  was  like,  but 
we  knew  it  once.    There  was  a  time  when 
the  Chartist  agitation  was  just  the  same 
to  us  as  the  Social  Demociratic  agitation 
was  to  Germany ;  and  the  Chartist  agita- 
tion, curiously  enough,  disappeared  just 
about  the  time  when  we  adopted  free 
trade.    Did  anybody  suppose  that  any 
Senefit  to  the  Empire  could  equal  the 
Lon-d  Hugh  Cecil. 


evil  caused  to  the  whole  Empire  by  the 
growing  up  of  a  revolutionary  party  in 
Great  Britain  ?  The  third  danger  to  the 
life  at  home  was  corruption.  He  had 
always  supported  reasonable  and  fair 
treatment  to  the  great  licensed  victual- 
ling interest  in  this  country  ;  but  he  could 
not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  a  highly 
organised  trade,  having  its  pecuniary 
interests  intimately  bound  up  with  the 
decisions  of  Parliament,  was  a  very  bad 
thing  for  political  life.  There  was  the 
instance  also  of  a  very  large  body  of 
Government  employes  exercising  pressure 
on  Members  of  Parliament.  If  protec- 
tion were  adopted  every  trade,  knowing 
that  ite  wealth  or  poverty  depended  on 
the  decisions  of  Parliament,  would  put 
all  the  pressure  in  their  power  on  Members 
of  Parliament  to  do  them  a  good  turn. 
He  did  not  know  whether  corruption 
would  take  the  extreme  form  of  giving 
bribes,  but  corruption  might  be  just  aa 
real  and  destructive  to  national  life  when 
it  was  a  matter  of  log-rolling,  pressure, 
and  lobbying,  which  was  so  familiar  a 
feature  in  protectionist  countries. 


There  was  behind  this  controversj 
another  which  had  hardly  come  fully  into 
the  open,  he  should  perhaps  say  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  which  he  believed  to  be 
very  deep-seated,  and  to  lie  at  the  root 
of  a  good  deal  of  the  passion  im- 
ported into  the  present  discussion. 
There  were,  he  believed,  two  Imperialisms. 
There  was  the  Imperialism  which  looked 
only  to  profit,  and  that  which  had  its 
spring  in  duty.  The  former  looked  on 
the  Empire  as  a  gigantic  profit-sharing 
business,  losing  sight  of  those  aspects 
of  Empire  which  were  its  justificatioa 
in  other  eyes.  He  should  be  sorry  if  we 
lowered  our  ideas  of  Empire.  He  ri- 
podiated  ham  the  bottom  of  his  heait 
the  counsels  of  those  who  would  have  us 
shrink  from  the  necessary  sacrifices,  or 
from  bold  and  even  heroic  courses  when 
they  were  necessary.  He  believed  Em- 
pire to  be  not  merely  a  possession,  but 
a  sacred  trust ;  and  he  liked  to  watch, 
as  in  Egypt  and  the  Soudan,  how  the 
English  brought  good  things  to  those 
who  had  been  less  blessed  than  them- 
selves. But  if  tJie  Empire  were  to  be 
great,  must  we  not  wish  that  its  great 
power  should  be  exercised  without  the 
iaint  of  cormption ;  that  if  its  dominion 
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were  long,  and  its  heart  bold  to  endure 
all  sat^ces,  its  mind  also  might  be  pure 
and  its  hands  clean ;  and  that  it  might 
go  upon  its  path  serene  and  majestic, 
driving  before  it  all  the  evil  things  of 
anarchy  and  barbarism,  and  carrying 
in  its  train  justice  and  civilisation  and 
religion  ?  So,  indeed,  we  might  justify 
Empire  and  believe  that  its  part  was 
a  divine  part — its  sceptre  the  sceptre  of 
righteousness,  and  its  power  the  instru- 
ment of  Heaven. 

Sib  THOMAS  WRIGHTSON  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  E.)  said  he  listened  with  very  great 
interest  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Colne  Valley  Division.  In 
that  speech  he  described  the  complaints 
which  were  made  by  ironmasters  as  to  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  importation  of 
goods  to  be  sold  below  cost  price.  He  did 
not  profess  to  have  the  long  experience  of 
his  hon.  friend,  but  he  hoped  he  had 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  subject  to 
speak  with  a  certain  degree  of  authority 
upon  it.  The  hon.  Member  for  Colne 
Valley  had  spoken  of  the  improved  appli- 
ances made  use  of  in  Germany  for  the 
manufacture  of  iron  and  steel.  He  could 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  in  the 
works  of  which  he  was  himself  a  director 
in  the  district  of  Middlesborough,  and  in 
which  they  manufactured  the  very  goods 
which  were  being  so  heavily  damped  at 
tiie  prraent  time,  every  one  of  these  im- 
provements bad  been  carried  out ;  and 
yet  with  the  very  best  management 
possible  they  had  not  been  able  to  manu- 
facture their  goods  at  the  same  price  as 
the  Germans.  The  same  held  good  in 
Wales,  where  last  year  no  less  than 
200,000  tons  of  steel  bars  were  imported. 
In  the  North  of  England  and  the  Mid. 
lands,  as  well  as  in  Wales,  they  were  able 
to  manufacture  these  materials  just  as 
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well  as  t^e  Germans.  They  had  the 
coal  under  the  ground  on  which  they 
stepped,  they  had  the  ironstone,  and  all 
the  other  raw  materials,  and  it  was  in- 
credible that  they  were  not  in  as  good 
a  position  to  manufacture  these  goods 
as  the  Germans.  The  enormous  amount 
of  material  coming  into  the  Midlands, 
the  Northern  Counties,  and  Wales,  would 
not  be  imported  t^ere  if  the  local  manu- 
facturers had  not  made  up  their  minds 
that  it  was  impossible  to  compete  with 
this  dimiping.  The  matter  was  as  simple 
as  possible.  If  they  looked  at  the  Ger- 
man papers  they  saw  t^t  the  price  of 
steel  bars  delivered  in  Wales  was  ^4  per 
ton,  while  the  price  for  the  honie  market 
in  Westphalia  was  £6  per  ton. 

Mb.  LOUGH:  There  is  a  duty  on 
pig-iron  in  Germany. 

Sir  THOMAS  WRIGHTSON  said  that 
there  was  a  very  heavy  duty  against 
British  pig-iron,  but  the  (Jermans 
could  deliver  the  manufactured  iron 
in  England  duty  free,  and  that  enabled 
them  to  charge  a  high  price  to  their 
own  people.  In  fact  the  Germans  mani- 
pulated their  prices  in  such  a  way  as 
to  get  jundemeatii  the  English  market, 
and  that  was  the  real  reason  why  dumping 
could  take  place.  The  question  was — 
could  the  English  manufacturers  be  ex- 
pected to  go  on  manufacturing  at  a  loss  ? 
They  would  be  very  foolish  if  they  did. 
They  must  go  into  another  branch  of  trade 
or  give  up  altogetiier.  In  his  own  par- 
ticular work  they  had  gone  into  another 
branch  of  trade,  and  in  doing  so  they  had 
to  put  down  a  large  amount  of  capital, 
which  came  in  before  the  ordinary  share 
capital.  There  was  considerable  dis- 
organisation of  the  trade  in  consequence 
of  the  change,  and  there  was,  therefore, 
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great  loss.  These  were  some  of  the 
results  of  the  dumping  system.  It  was 
pretended  by  certain  members  of  the 
commuxuty  that  the  cheapness  which  was 
the  result  of  the  importations  from 
Germany  and  America  was  a  compensa- 
tion to  us,  because  it  was  a  benefit  to  the 
consumer.  It  mij^t  be  a  benefit  to  the 
consumer  temporarily,  but  what  were  the 
causes  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices  which 
alternately  benefited  the  consumer  and 
the  producer  ?  Those  causes  were  ob. 
viously  automatic  in  their  action.  If  the 
manufacturer  produced  too  much,  the 
prices  went  down ;  if  the  prices  went 
down  so  low  that  the  manufacturers  were 
discouraged  from  manufacturing  more' 
the  prices  went  up  again.  But  the  whole 
of  this  automatic  action  was  altered  if 
they  allowed  the  introduction  of  articles 
at  below  cost  price.  To  allow  the 
foreigners  to  supply  our  markets  and  keep 
the  price  at  an  uni«munerativ«  rate  was 
disastrous  to  the  local  manufacturer. 
The  interest  of  the  producer  and  the  con- 
sumer should  be  identical.  What  would 
be  the  effect  after  the  Germans  and  the 
Americans  had  taken  entire  possession  of 
our  markets  1  People  said  "  Oh,  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  l^at ;  if  a  lower  grade 
trade  is  taken  possoaaion  of  by  the 
foreigners,  let  our  own  manufacturers 
take  possession  of  the  higher  grade.'* 
Bnt  if  the  forogner  was  in  possession  of 
the  lower  grade,  the  native  manufacturer 
of  the  higher  grade  would  be  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  fmner^and  the  foreigner 
would  immediately  put  up  his  price  upon 
the  manufacturer  of  the  higher  grade. 
In  this  way  we  would  soon  cease  to  be  the 
great  manufacturing  nation  thaX  we  now 
were,  and  we  would  look  back  with  regret 
that  we  had  not  sooner  adopted  a  policy 
to  protect  our  industries.  The  policy  of 
the  Government  meant  that  we  should 
Sir  Thomu  ff^rightson. 


look  after  our  own  interests,  because  the 
greatness  of  our  country  was  owing  to  our 
industries  on  which  our  commerce  was 
based.  It  was  on  these  g^unds  that  he 
upheM  very  strongly  the  policy  of  the 
Government  for  the  protection  of  our 
manufacturing  industries,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  employment  for  our  working 
people. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  That 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned" — {Sir 
Charles  Dilke) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


NEfT  BILLS. 


TRADE  UARK8. 
Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  Trade  Marks,  ordered 
to  be  brouf^t  in  by  Hr.  Fletcher  Moulton, 
Sir  William  Houldsworth,  Mr.  Cripps, 
Mr.  Oavley,  Mr.  Butcher,  Mr.  Bobson, 
and  Sir  Albert  BolUt. 

TRADE  MARKS  BILL. 
"  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  Trade  Marks,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to 
be  printed,   [Bill  53.] 

BASEMENT  OF  UQHT. 

BSH  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Baaement  of  Lif^t,  ordered  to  be  bron^t 
in  by  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Mr.  H.  D. 
Greene,  Mr.  Herbert  BobertsoQ,  Mr. 
Robsm,  and  Mr.  Haldane. 

EASEMENT  OF  LIQHT  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Base- 
ment of  Light,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  jmnted.  [BUI 
64.] 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before 
Twelve  o'olook. 
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The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


VmPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

Kettering  ImproTement  Bill  (by 
Order).   Read  a  seccmd  time,  and  com* 

mitted. 

Torquay     Tramways     Bill.  "To 

authorise  the  conBtmction  of  Tramways 
in  Torquay;  and  for  other  purposes,'* 
presented,  and  read  the  first  tame ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1899. 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
reported*  that,  after  conferring  with 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
teimining  in  which  House  of  Parliament 
the  respective  Bills  should  be  first  con- 
sidered, under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  they  had 
determined  that  the  Bills  contained  in 
th*;  following  list  should  originate  in  the 
House  of  Lords: — Clyde  Valley  Elec- 
trical Power ;  Govan  Burgh  (Electricity) ; 
Lothians  Eleotxic  Power;  Toung  and 
Bell's  Patents.  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


Glynoeiriog ;  Wilsden ;  CoUompton 
HillofBsath;  Aberystwyth;  Rhydlewis! 
LowLeighton;  Pencombe;  Le<»uin8ter; 
Hammersmith  ;  Bampton  ;  Buckland  ; 
Criefi  (two)  ;  Comrle  ;  Derby  ;  and 
Lower  Brougbton ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table . 

RATING  OF  GROUND  RENTS  AND  , 
VALUES. 

Petiticm  from  Bermondsey,  for  l^isla- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Brixton;  Upper  Norwood;  West 
Dulwioh  ;  Presoelly  ;  Cloughfold ; 
Cheethsm  Hill ;  Winchester ;  Feniel ; 
Halifax;  Leicester;  Tudhoe  Colliery; 
Llansamlet ;  Clevedon ;  Hyfrydir ; 
Prestcm ;  South  Hackney ;  Cheltenbam ; 
Rhayader  ;  Hedgerley ;  Darlington  ; 
Penisarwaen;  Maesydref ;  Port  Dinorwic ; 
Bontnewyd  ;  Maybole  ;  Fenstanton  ; 
Seaton  (two)  ;  Haslingden  ;  Glasgow ; 
Bristol;  Emswortb;  Green  Moor;  Kil- 
marnock; Port  Glasgow;  Newton  Heath; 
Pontycymmer  (two) ;  Lindal  ;  Buch- 
ly  vies ;  Bannockburn ;  Westhoughton ; 
Salford  (two)  ;  Paisley  ;  Altrincham ; 
Llansant^id;  Dewsbury;  Llwynmaor; 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

CIVIL  SBBVICBS  (8UPPLEBIBNTABY 
ESTDIATES,  1903-4). 

Estimate  presented,  of  the  Further  Sums 
required  to  be  voted  for  the  Service  of 
the  year  ending  31st  March,  1904  [by  Com- 
mand]; to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  44.] 

DUCHY  OF  CORNWALL. 

Account  presented,  of  the  Receipts  and 
Disbursements  of  the  Duchy  of  Com  wall 
for  the  year  ended  Slst  December,  1903 
[by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  45.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  4th  February,  1904,  declaring  that 
Charles  Dyer,  Viewer,  Royal  Small  Arms 
Factory,  Enfield,  was  appointed  without 
a  Civil  Service  Certificate  through  inad- 
vertence on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  bis 
Department  [by  Act];  to  lie  npon  tiie 
Table. 

SEA  FISHERIES  REGULATION  ACT,  1888. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  for 
the  variation  of  the  Order  creating  the 
Southern  Sea  Fisheries  District  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES, 

Oontraets  for  Shipment  ot  Stor«B  to 
CHbialtar. 

Mb.  PARTINGTON  (Derbyshire, 
High  Peak) ;  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  increased  consignment  of  military 
and  naval   stores  to  Gibraltar  since 
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1894,  and  to  the  fact  that  do  tenders  for 
transport  of  same  have  been  invited  since 
that  date,  he  will  now  consider  the 
advisability  of  permittii^;  other  shipping 
companies  to  tender  for  the  contract  in 
qaestion. 

{Anmered  hy  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
question  has  been  carefully  considered  in 
consultation  with  the  Admiralty  ship- 
ping agents,  and,  in  view  of  the  terms  of 
the  present  contract  and  the  conditions 
of  the  Gibraltar  trade,  it  is  not  considered 
that  any  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
inviting  fresh  tenders.  The  contract 
gives  a  regular  weekly  service,  and  has 
been  carried  out  very  satisfactorily. 

Be-annament  of  Volunteer  Artillery. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GOEE 
< Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  steps 
are  being  taken  towards  the  re-armament 
of  the  mobile  batteries  of  the  ArtiJlery 
Volunteers. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold' 
Forster.)  Forty-four  batteries  have  been 
armed  with  the  4'7-inch  gun — total  176 
^uns.  The  re-armament  of  the  remaining 
eighty -one  batteries  with  fifteen  pounders 
has  been  commenced  by  the  issue  of 
forty -eight  of  these  guns  from  reserves; 
and  further  issues  will  be  made  as  these 
guns  become  available  when  the  field 
artillery  is  re-armed. 

Bevision  of  Belfiut  Post  Oi&ce. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  has 
received  the  reports  of  the  two  Dublin 
officials  who  recently  revised  the  Belfast 
office ;  and,  if  so,  whether  their  recom- 
mendations will  be  carried  out. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The  re- 
ports in  question  have  been  received  and 
are  under  consideration. 

Removal  of  Paupers. 

Mb.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlacbie) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotland  in  the  case  of  a  pauper 
named  George  Allsopi^  a  native  d  Hull* 


who  was  removed  at  the  instance  of  the 
Halifax  Guardians  to  Glasgow  in  Septem- 
ber last,  ths  man  having  been  sent 
originally  under  legal  warrant  from 
Glasgow  to  Hull  in  1894;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirabiUty 
of  affording  the  Scotch  autiiohties  nmilu 
particulars  and  an  opportunity  lor  appeal 
against  the  removal  of  any  poor  persoa 
from  England  to  Scotland,  such  as 
pertains  both  in  England  and  Ireland  in 
the  case  of  poor  persons  proposed  to  be 
removed  from  Scotland. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I  am 
aware  of  the  correspondence  referred  to 
in  the  Question.  I  will  take  note  of  the 
suggestion  that  some  alteration  should 
be  made  in  the  Law  relative  to  removals 
from  England  to  Scotland.  I  presume, 
however,  that  the  reference  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  Question  is  to  the  rights  con- 
ferred by  Section  5  of  The  Poor  Law 
(Scotland)  Act,  1898 ;  if  so,  I  may  point 
out  that  there  would  be  no  power  of 
appeal  under  this  enactment  in  such  a 
case  as  the  present  if  it  were  proposed  to 
remove  a  pauper  from  *  Scotland  to 
England.  The  section  does  not  apply 
where  a  pauper  is  horn  in  the  country 
from  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  him, 
and  it  is  alleged  that  this  was  the  case  in 
the  present  instance. 

Ohargers  for  European  Officers  in  Indian 
Oavalry  Regiments. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull.  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stat«  for  India 
whether  any  decision  has  yet  been  arrived 
at  by  the  Government  of  India  in  the 
matter  of  granting  to  the  European 
Officers  of  the  Indian  Cavalry  similar 
privileges  as  to  chargers  as  those  enjoyed 
by  Cavalry  Officers  of  the  British  Army, 
which  was  stated  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  June  last  yearf  to  be  then  engag- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Government  of 
India ;  and,  if  not,  if  he  will  state  what  is 
the  reason  for  the  delay. 

{Anmered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Srodridc.) 
The  matter  is  still  under  consideratioD 
by  the  Government  of  India,  who  have 
been  recently  addressed  asking  for  an 
early  reply. 

t  See  mottnafi^^^^^ 


849 


Questions, 


{10  February  1904} 


Questions. 


846 


Pmnent  of  Oommntation  Allowances  to 
Btttired  Hembers  of  Indian  Un- 
covenanted  Services. 

Sib  SEYMOUR  KING:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  ior  India  whether,  in 
viewof  tlkefact  that  retired  members  of  the 
Indian  UncoTenanted  Services  who  draw 
their  penuons  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
imder  the  decision  of  theSelect  Committee 
of  this  House  which  sat  in  1890,  at  the 
rate  of  1^  9'i.  for  the  rupee,  are  obliged 
to  commute  on  a  rupee  basis  the  propor- 
tion of  their  pension  which  is  sanctioned 
under  the  relations,  thus  incidentally 
depriving  tiiem  of  a  part  of  tihe  benefit  to 
wmdi  they  are  entitled  under  the  settle- 
'  ment  of  1890,  the  Government  will  allow 
commutation  allowances  in  these  cases  to 
be  remitted  home  at  the  officially  fixed 
rate  of  1^.  9d. 

iAn»u>ered  Mr,  Seeretartf  Brodriek.) 
The  matter  has  not  been  brought  before 
me  hitherto.  I  will  give  it  careful  con- 
sideration. 

Anny  Estimates— Publication  of 
•  Appendices, 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  in  the  Army  Estimates  of  the 
present  year  he  will  include  all  the 
appendices  that  are  usually  presented, 
some  of  which  were  from  pressure  of 
business  omitted  last  year. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forater.)   The  reply  is  in  the  affirmative. 

Expenditure  under  the  South  African 
Loan  Act- 

Mb.  BUCHANAN :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary, of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  will  state  the  amounts  spent  under 
the  South  African  Loan  Act  for  the 
various  purposes  enumerated  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Act.  ,  ,  ^ 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lytt^on.) 
As  I  am  not  at  present  in  possession 
of  Returns  of  local  expenditure  on 
Guaranteed  Loan  Account  up  to  date,  I 
can  only  give  approximate  figures,  which 
are  as  follows:  I.  A.  (Repaid  to  Im- 
perial Treasury)  £1,500,000  i  actual).  B. 
(Repaid  to  Imperial  Treasury)  £2,482,700 
(actual).  C.  (Paid  to  Cape  and  Natal, 
but  there  may  have  been  further  local 


expenditure)  £1,500,000  (actual).  II. 
(Including  repayment  of  £1,000,000  lo 
Imperial  Exchequer  for  rolling  stock) 
£12,000.000  (estimate).  III.  A.  (Repaid 
to  Imperial  Treasury)  £3,000,000  (actual). 
B.  (Repaid  to  Imperial  Treasury') 
t£2,000,000  (estimate).  IV.  A.  (Repai'l 
to  Imperial  Treasury)  £1,600,000  (esti- 
mate). B.  (Repaid  toImperialTreasury) 
t£l,800,000  (estimate).  C.  (Repaid  to 
Imperial  Treasury)  £600,000  (estimate). 
Total  ^6,482,700. 

Tiuwvaal  Labour  Ordinance. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN:  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  hfi 
will  have  placed  in  the  Library  the 
Transvaal  Master  and  Servants  Law, 
1880,  Law  No.  3  of  1885,  and  the  Peace 
Preservation  Ordinance,  1903,  or  the 
sections  of  these  Acts  referred  to  in 
Clause  32  of  the  Draft  Labour  Ordinance. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  LyttelUm,) 
Copies  will  be  placed  in  the  Library. 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE, 

ArtiUny  Votnnteen  Armament 

Mb.  SEYMOUR  0RM3BY-G0RE 
(Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
steps  are  being  taken  towards  the  re- 
armament of  the  mobile  batteries  of  the 
Artillery  Volunteers. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Abkold-Forsteb,  Belfast, 

W.):  Forty-fourbatterieshavebeenarmed 
with  the  4"7  inch  gun — total  176  guns. 
The  re-armament  of  the  remaining  eighty- 
one  batteries  with  fifteen  pounders  has 
been  commenced  by  the  issue  of  forty- 
eight  of  these  guns  from  reserves ;  and 
farther  issues  will  be  made  as  these  gunu 
become  available  when  the  field  artillery 
is  re-armed. 

bidian  AdministratiTe  Btfoniu. 

Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  his  attentio  i 
has  been  drawn  to  the  statement  of  th3 
Viceroy  in  his  Budget  speech  of  25th 


t  Theso  two  amouats  include  a  sum  of 
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March,  1903,  that  he  hoped  to  deal  in  ttie 
ensuing  year  with  the  question  of  the 
separation  of  judicial  and  executive 
functions;  and  whether  he  can  state 
what  decision  has  heen  arrived  at  upon 
the  Memorial  of  Ist  July,  1899,  presented 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject 
in  August,  1899. 

The  SECRETART  of  STATE  top 
INDIA  (Mr,  Brodrick,  Suirey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  understand  that  the  suhject  is 
still  under  consideration  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India. 

Labour  BtatisticB  for  the  TransTaal 
Mines. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOBIAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonic  if  he  will  give  separately 
the  numbers  of  white  men  and  Kaffirs 
employed  in  and  about  gold  and  coal 
mines  respectively  in  the  Transvaal  in 
January,  or  at  the  last  available  date  for 
which  the  figures  are  available. 

*Thb  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  In  November, 
the  latest  month  for  which  I  have  com- 
plete Returns,  the  numbers  were  as 
follows : — Whites  in  gold  mines  12,703, 
whites  in  coal  mines  469,  coloured  in 
gold  mines  65,562,  coloured  in  coal  mines 
7,626,  or  a  total,  including  metallurgical 
woriu,  diamond  mines,  etc.,  of  13,419 
white  and  74,299  coloured. 

Chinese  Labour  for  the  Transraal— Wages. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  state  the  rate  of  wages 
to  be  paid  to  the  Chinamen  proposed  to 
be  imported  into  the  Transvaal;  how 
this  rate  will  compare  with  those  paid 
to  miners  in  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Canada,  and  Nevada;  and  whether  he 
can  lay  upon  the  Table  any  official 
correspondence  or  reports  from  our  self- 
governing  colonies  showing  the  grounds 
of  their  objection  to  the  importation  of 
Chinese  labour. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  am  not  aware 
what  rate  of  wages  will  be  paid.  The 
correspondence  referred  to  will  be  found 
in  the  recently  published  Parliamentary 
Paper  Command  1895. 


Transvaal  Imported  Labour  Ordinaace. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether,  before 
sanction  is  given  to  the  Transvaal  Im- 
ported Labour  Ordinance,  he  will  secure 
that  regulations  shall  be  made  assuring 
to  all  Chinese  labourers  who  may  be  le- 
cruited  for  tiie  Transvaal  mines  ^e  right 
to  be  accompanied  by  their  wives  and 
children  if  they  so  desire,  on  terms 
similiar  to  those  that  would  apply  to  the 
labourers  themselves. 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  already 
stated  that  it  is  my  intention  to  take  pre- 
cautions that  all  reasonable  faciliti^ 
shall  be  given  for  the  introduction  of  tiie 
families  of  labourers,  and  the  regulations 
will  be  framed  with  the  object  of  giving 
effect  to  that  intention.  I  am  unable, 
however,  to  give  the  pledge  which  the  hon. 
Member  desires,  as  the  preparation  of  the 
regulations  will  occupy  a  conuderable 
time. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ooloniea 
if  he  will  state  what  is  the  purport  of  the 

laws  which  are  specified  in  Section  35  of 
the  draft  of  the  Transvaal  Labour  Im- 
portation Ordinance,  the  provisions  of 
which  would  not  apply  to  Asiatic 
labourers  imported  into  the  Transvaal. 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON :  The  first  law  is  cme 

to  regulate  the  relative  rights  and  duties 
of  masters,  servants,  and  apprentices. 
The  second  law  is  printed  in  translation 
with  an  amending  law  at  page  57  of  Cd. 
7911  and  is  the  law  of  the  late  Re- 
public as  to  Coolies  and  Asiatics. 
Ck>pies  of  the  laws  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers  will  be  placed  in  the 
Library  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Cktlonies  whether  there  are  any  mines  io 
the  British  Empire  worked  by  indentured 
foreign  labour  under  conditions  similar 
to  those  proposed  in  iha  Transvaal 
Ordinance, 

♦Mb.  LYTTELTON:  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  <4St9$^^iemM^^^  ^ 
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it  be  legal,  uiider  Section  10  of  draft 
Ordinance,  for  an  importer  of  labour  to 
convey,  for  a  money  consideration,  his 
rights  over  imported  labourers  to  another 

licensed  person. 

•Mr.  LYTTBLTON  :  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  that  Section  10  of  the  draft 
Oidinanoe  is  replaced  by  Section  11  in 
the  amraided  Ordinance  given  in  Cd.  1898 
whidi  |ffovides  adequate  safegoajds. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  If  any  further 
Amendments  are  introduced  into  the 
Ordinance  on  the  Third  Reading  or  before 
that  stage,  will  they  belaid  on  the  Table 
before  ti^e  debate  takes  place  hoe  ? 

*BlE.  LYTTBLTON:  Certainly. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  I  beg  to 

ask  the   Secretary  of  State   for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Report,  printed  as  Appendix  I.  to  the 
Bine-book  entitled  Farther  Correspond- 
ence relating  to  the  Afiairs  of  the 
Transvaal,  etc.,  presented  to  Parliament 
last  week,  which  purports  to  be  a  reprint 
of  the  Report  presented  by  the  Chamber 
of  Mines  of  the  Witwatersrand  to  the  ex- 
Oolonial  Secretary  at  Johannesburg  in  i 
January,  1903,  is  not  identical  with  that  ' 
Report,  seeing  that  the  paragraph  which  j 
expressed  the  objection  of   the  Rand  ; 
mining   industry    to   white   unskilled  | 
labour  on  account  of  the  danger  of  | 
labour  unions  being  formed  has  been  ' 
omitted ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  whether  , 
this  omission  is  accidental  or  intentional ;  i 
and  whether  he  will  furnish  this  Hons?  | 
with  aVcopy  of  the  Report  in  the  form  i 
in  whichVt  was  originally  presented  to  1 
the  then  head  of  the  Colonial  Office. 

*Mr.  LYTTBLTON:  No,  Sir.  The 
Report  as  published  is  identical  with 
that  forwarded  by  the  Chamber  of  Mines 
to  the  Colonial  Office  as  beihg  the  Report 
presented  to  Mr.  Chamberlain.  I  think 
it  possible  that  the  hon.  Member  has 
overlooked  the  last  paragraph  on  page 
341  of  the  Blue-book  to  which  he  refers. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
paragraph  omitted  from  this  Blue-book 
appeared  in  The  Times  summary  of  the 
Beport_on  Sth  Febmary  last  year,  and 
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that  the  version  of  the  Report  which  has 
been  sent  over  by  the  Inspector  of  Mines 
is  not  apparently  the  same  as  that  pre- 
sented to  the  Ez-Cobnial  Secretaiy ! 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Blacedonian  Beforma. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  F(veign  Afiairs  have  His  Majesty's 
Government  given  attention  to  the 
declarations  of  the  Bulgarian  Prime 
MinistOT  in  the  Sobranye  on  Saturday 
last,  and  have  they  now  any  information 
of  the  intention  of  Servia  and  Bulgaria 
to  unite  with  the  Macedonian  insurgents 
in  hostilities  against  Turkey;  will  His 
Majesty's  Government  now  propose  to 
the  Powers  signatories  of  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin  to  hold  a  Conference  for  con- 
sidering the  position  of  the  Balkan 
provinces  of  Turkey,  and  for  coiusertiug 
the  means  of  establishing  therein  a  settled 
form  of  government.  j 

•The  under  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Percy, 
Kensington,S.):  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  seen  in  the  Press  a  report  of 
General  PetrofE's  speech  in  the  Sobranye 
on  Saturday  last.  We  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  either  Servia  or  Bulgaria 
contemplate  a  deliberate  violation  of 
territorial  arrangements  guaranteed  by 
international  treaty.  The  speech  re- 
ferred to  expresses  the  sincere  desire  of 
the  Bulgarian  Government  to  contribute 
to  the  carrying  out  of  the  Mursteg  pro- 
gramme and,  BO  far  as  Servia  is  concerned, 
we  understand  that  a  public  announce- 
ment has  recently  been  made  of  the 
intention  of  that  country  to  follow 
the  lead  of  Austria  and  Russia,  and 
to  support  so  far  as  lies  in  her  power 
the  introduction  of  reforms.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a  settled  form  of  Govern- 
ment, by  the  removal  of  administrative 
abuses,  is  the  object,  and  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  the  result,  of  the  measures  now  in 
course  of  adoption  in  Bfocedonia. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  anything  to  say  in  regard 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question  as 
to  the  calling  together  of  a  Conference  ? 

*Earl  PERCY  was  understood  to  reply 
in  the  negative. 
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Lord  Onmm's  ViBit  to  Btuhiie- 


Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foieign  Affairs  did  Lord  Outzon  at  his 
recent  vint  to  Bushire,  insist  that  the 
Prince  Governor  General  of  Shiraz  should 
come  off  in  a  boat  to  the  Viceroy*s  ship, 
and  accompany  him  to  the  shore,  instead 
of  receiving  him  on  the  beach  as  pro- 
posed; was  this  demand  authorised  by 
His  Majesty's  Government ;  and  is  it  to 
be  regarded  as  a  precedoit  in  future. 

*Earl  PERCY:  The  answer  to  the fiist 
paragraph  of  the  Question  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. I  have  already  informed  the  hon. 
Member  that  Lord  Ourzon's  action  was  un- 
fortunately rendered  necessary  by  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  arrangements  locally 
made  to  carry  out  the  hospitable  inten- 
tions of  His  Majesty  the  Shah.  Under 
these  circumstances  no  question  of  pre- 
cedent arises. 

Central  African  Labourers  in  Tnuisvaal 
Mines. 

Mb.  WEIR  (RoBB  and  Cromarty):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  will  state  how  many  of  the 
1,000  natives  recruited  last  summer  from 
the  British  Central  Africa  Protectorate 
for  labour  in  the  Transvaal  mines  have 
arrived  at  their  destination,  and  the 
nature  of  their  engagement  and  rate  of 
pay. 

*Earl  PERCY:  The  number  of  natives 
who  had  arrived  in  the  Transvaal  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  was  818.  The  nature 
of  their  engagement  and  rate  of  pay  will 
be  found  in  Africa  No.  2  (1903.) 

Mb.  WEIR  :'^How  many  died. 

*Babl  PERCY :  I  cannot  say  exactly: 

Government  of  the  Sondan. 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  arrangements  have  yet  been 
made  for  candidates  desirous  of  entering 
the  service  of  the  Goveroment  of  the 
Soudan  to  undergo  some  educational  test, 
especially  as  regards  a  knowledge  of 
Arabic. 

•Eabl  PERCY :  Under  the  new  system 
now,inlf  orce  the  selection'of  candidates  is 


I  determined  by  their  educational  qualifi- 
tions,  including,  if  po^isible,  the  possession 
of  a  University  degree.  At  the  expiry  of 
a  year  from  the  date  <A  selection  they  are 
required  to  pass  an  examination  in  Arabic. 

Caaton-EowlooB  B«Uwa7. 
Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
seeing  that  the  British  and  Chinese 
Corporation  were  granted  a  preliminary 
agreement  for  the  construction  of  the 
(knton-Eowloon  Railway  on  the  28th 
'  March,  1898,  will  he  state  when  the  final 
i  agreement  is  expected  to  be  conchided 
and  the  constmotion  of  the  line  joooeeded 
with. 

Earl  PERCY:  The  preliminary 
Agreement  for  the  construction  of  the 
Canton -Kowloon  line  was  signed  on  the 
28th  March,  1898.  We  are  informed  by 
the  British  and  Chinese  Corporation  that 
as  soon  as  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  financing  the  Shanghai*Nanking  Rail* 
way,  negotiations  for  the  conclusion  of 
the  final  agreonent  for  t^e  oonstmction 
of  the  Canton-Kowloon  line  will  be 
proceeded  with.  The  matter  is  receiving 
very  careful  attention. 

ElectricityBnlMines. 

Mb.  FENWICE  (Northumberland. 
Wansbeck) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whethOT  any  steps  are  bong  taken  to 
prepare  special  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
i  regulating  the  use  of  electricity  in  mines, 
I  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Departmental  Committee. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  foe 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mt.Akbbs 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's):  The 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  use  of 
electricity  in  mines  is  now  before  me, 
and  I  am  considering  the  best  steps  to 
take  with  the  view  of  establishing  special 
rules  in  accordance  with  its  recommen- 
dations. 

Mb.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire).:  Will 
the  Report  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  t^e 
House? 

♦Mb.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  There  can 
be  no  objection  to  that  as  far  as  I  know. 
I  think  it  has  been  done ;  if  noK,  I  will 
consider  the  point. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


853     Kin^B  Speech  {Mdion     (10  February  1904}       for  m  Address).  BhA 


OhziBt'B  Hospital  Site. 

Bbi.  COHEN  (Islington.  B.):  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Hoab^  for  the  City  of 
London  (Sir  Joseph  Dihsdale)  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-Gleneral  whether, in 
arranging  for  the  erection  of  buildings 
on  the  site  of  Christ's  Hospital,  he  will, 
by  means  of  lay-byes  or  otherwise, 
provide  facilities  for  the  increasing  traffic 
of  the  Post  Office  service,  so  that  the 
vehicles  of  the  Department  can  be 
accommodated  without  adding  to  the 
congestion  of  the  traffic  in  the  neighbour- 
hood snrrounding  the  site. 

The  F0STBiA3TEB-QEN£RAL(Lord 
Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  : 
Yea,  Sir.  In  planning  tiie  buihlings 
to  be  erected  the  object  indicated  by  the 
hon.  Member  riiall  be  kept  in  view. 

Irish  Railway  Freights. 

Me.  field  (Dublin,  St,  Patrick)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
cost  of  carriage  of  a  ton  of  eggs  to  London 
from  Denmark  is  248.,  from  Kussia  22b., 
and  from  Galway  94s. ;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
in  view  of  the  dissatisfaction  regarding 
the  charges  of  Irish  Railways,  he  will 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Depart- 
mental or  Vicer^al  Commission  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  tlie  subject. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  pgr  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wtndhah,  Dover)  :  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  inquiring 
into  the  accuracy  of  tiie  fact  allied  in 
the  fint  part  of  theQuesti<ni.  The  third 
annual  Report  of  the  Department  which 
was  recently  presented  to  Parliament 
and  will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
in  a  few  days,  contains  an  interesting 
account  of  the  steps  taken  by  the 
Dapartment  witii  a  view  to  the  reduction 
of  railway  rates  in  cases  where  its  inter* 
vention  was  sought.  These  steps  were 
followed  by  succMsfut  results  in  a  number 
of  instances.  The  Department  is  at 
present  engaged  in  collecting  information 
in  respect  to  chafes  for  the  carriage  of 
Irish  and  Continental  agricultural  pro- 
duce, and  the  question  of  the  necessity 
for  further  inquiry,  as  suggested,  can  best 
be  decided  when  these  investigations  have 
been  completed. 


Russia  Japanese  War— Duties  of  Nentrala. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lend  of  the  Treasury  have  His 

Majesty's  Government  issued  instructions 
to  the  authorities  of  British  ports  and 
coaling  stations  abroad,  prescribing  to 
them  their  conduct,  in  the,  event  of  war, 
towards  belligerent  ships  of  war;  will 
such  ships  of  war  only  be  permitted  in 
such  ports  to  be  supplied  with  so  much 
coal  as  will  suffice  to  take  them  to  the 
nearest  port  of  their  own  county,  and  no 
more;  will  they  be  prohibited  from  re- 
ceiving any  further  supply  of  coal  in  any 
other  British  port  until  the  expiration]  of 
three  months  from  the  date  of  the  first 
supply ;  will  their  stay  in  such  ports  be 
restricted  to  twenty -four  hours,  except  in 
the  case  of  stxess  of  weather  or  distress 
for  necessaiy  repairs;  will  such  vessels 
be  prohibited  from  bringing  prizes  into 
1  British  ports ;  and  will  the  same  rules  be 
;  enforced  in  the  porta  of  the  British  self- 
j  governing  Colonies.    I  will  further  ask 
'  whether,  seeing  that  war  has  broken  out, 
the  Government  will  advise  His  Majesty 
\  to  issue  a  proclamation  (rf  neutrality. 

i 

'    *Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  As  regards 
,  the  Question  on  the  Paper  I  have  to  'say 
that  instructions  will  be  issued  to  the 
'  authorities  at  British  ports,  including 
!  those  in  self-governing  colonies.  They 
i  will  be  similar  to  the  instructions  issued 
I  on  previous  occasions.   My  hon.  friend 
'  has  correctly  stated  their  effect.  In 
regard    to   the    further    Q  uestion,  a 
Council  will  be  held  to-morrow,  at  which 
the  proclamation  of  neutrality  will  be 
I  approved,  and  a   special  Gazette  will 
appear  to-morrow  wiUi  it. 


OUT-DOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES)  BILL. 

I    Order  for  Second  Reading  upon  Friday, 
;  25th  March  read,  and  dischsiged.  Bill 
withdrawn. 


KINO'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

[Sevehth  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  February],  That 
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an  homble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty  as  foUoweth; — 

"  Mod  Gracious  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commoos  of  the 
United  Kingdom  (d  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  wsembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament." — {Mr.  Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 
words,  '  But  it  is  our  duty,  however,  humbly  to 
represent  to  Yoor  Majes^  that  our  effective 
duiberatioD  on  the  financial  serrice  ol  the  vear 
la  impaired  by  conflicting  deolarations  mnn 
Your  Majesfy's  Ministers.  We  respectful^ 
sabmit  to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this 
House  that  the  remoral  of  protective  duties 
has  for  more  than  half  a  centuiy  active^  con- 
daced  to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of 
its  population ;  and  this  House  believes  that, 
vbue  the  needs  of  social  improvement  are  still 
maniftdd  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
dnties,  more  particular  when  impoBed  on  the 
food  m  the  people,  vonld  be  deepty  injurious 
to  our  national  strength,  oontentment,  and 
well-being.**— (Jfr.  John  MorUjf.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  ^ose 
words  be  there  added." 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  one  hole 
had  been  picked  in  the  Resolution  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Montrose  Burghs  by  speakers  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.  On  his  own  side  of  the 
House  hon.  Members  thoroughly  under- 
stood the  meaning  of  the  opening  words 
of  the  Amendment :  But  it  is  our  duty, 
however,  humbly  to  represent  to  Your 
Majesty  that  our  effective  deliberation 
on  the  financial  service  of  the  year  is 
impaired  by  conflictmg  declarations  from 
Your  Majesty's  Ministers."  Hod.  gentle- 
men opposite,  however,  complained  that 
no  explanation  had  been  given  of  them 
and  ridiculed  tbeir  introduction.  He 
attached  the  utmost  importance  to  them. 
As  to  the  fact  about  the  declaratiops  being 
conflicting  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
no  attempt  had  been  made  by  hon. 
Members  opposite  to  prove  otherwise. 
The  principal  spokesman  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  had  laughed  at  the  idea 
that  these  conflicting  opinions  had  the 
smallest  bearmg  upon  onr  deliberations 


on  the  finances  of  the  year.  But  what 
was  the  case  %  Those  who  sat  on  his  side 
of  the  House  were,  and  had  always  been, 
most  strongly  opposed  to  indirect  taxa- 
tion. Three  years  ago  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
made  a  statement  on  the  subject  of  the 
relation  of  direct  with  indirect  tazatioi. 
He  then  asserted  that  he  might  be  able 
by  a  wise  distribution  of  taxes  to  reach 
what  he  called  a  fair  balance  between 
them,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  main- 
tained in  the  future.  But  last  year  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  off  a* 
far  la^er  proportion  of  direct  than  of 
indirect  war  taxation^  and  he  had  in  the 
recess  pointed  out  to  the  country  that 
we  ought  next  to  reduce  the  indirect  taxa- 
tion, which  pressed  most  heavily  on  the 
poorer — the  working  classes  of  the  com- 
munity—that we  ought  to  get  lid  of  the 
war  taxes  on  tea  and  sugar.  What  was 
t^e  mf'aning  then  of  the  introduction  of 
the  words  which  speakers  for  the  Govern- 
ment had  ridiculed  1  It  was  simply  that 
they  saw  from  the  declarations  of  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  he,  and  the  majority  of  the  Cabinet 
who  agreed  with  him,  and  who  agreed 
with  the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
would  not  attempt  the  reduction  of  these 
taxes  this  year  because  they  wished  to 
keep  them  in  hand  as  a  future  gift 
with  which  to  sweeten  the  unpopulaz 
taxation  on  bread  and  meat  to  which 
they  were  favourable.  The  speech 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
which  he  had  referred  went  to  show  that 
there  would  be  no  surplus  in  this  year's 
Budget.  He  had  told  them  there  would 
be  no  reduction  of  military  expenditure 
to  which  the  Government  pledged  them- 
selves last  year,  and  that  it  was  only  to 
be  looked  forward  to  a  year  hence. 
What  was  the  object  of  that  ?  It  sorely 
was  to  prepare  the  country  for  the  fact 
that  there  would  be  no  reduction  of  in- 
direct taxation.  If,  tbeiWore,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  omitted  to  offer  the 
House  any  explanation  of  these  opening 
words,  it  was  because  those  who  sat  on  the 
Opposition  side  found  perfectly  cleax, 
without  explanation,  words  which  ap- 
parently hon.  Members  opposite  declared 
to  be  incomprehensible.  He  had  alluded 
to  the  declarations  of  the  Govezpment  as 
conflicting,  andigls«l>>ai8a&^^tM;  there 
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could  be  no  doubt  on  that  point.  It  had 
been  said,  howeTer,  that  there  had  been  a 
repudiation,  or  a  recantation  made  in  the 
course  of  the  debate.  He  confessed  that 
tiie  recantation  was  so  thin  that  he  oould 
not  see  it,  nor  could  he  believe  or  trust  in 
it  as  a  policy.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  expressed  his  opinions 
pretty  freely,  but  were  those  opinions 
entertained  by  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  Cabinet  1  He  was,  clearly,  still  an 
adherent  of  the  main  point  of  the 
Birmingham  programme,  for  he  said  in 
answer  to  an  interraption  that  he  would 
be  glad  to  SOO  ft  moderate  tax  on  food. 

The  Prime  Minister  had  gone  back  on 
that  prc^ramrae  on  one  point,  from  which, 
as  he  understood,  other  members  of  the 
Cabinet  had  not  receded.  Last  year  he 
expressed  his  complete  concurrence  with 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, not  orly  as  to  the  necessity  of 
preference  and  a  tax  on  bread  and  meat, 
but  he  also  agreed  that  the  reform  was 
urgentandof  Imperial  necessity,  and  that 
the  means  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  were  the 
only  means  of  securing  the  end  in  view. 
The  word  "  only  "  was  important.  At 
Manchester,  however,  the  Prime  Minister 
stated  that  he  bad  "  changed  his  opinion." 
Then  he  said  that  while  he  still  held  to 
all  he  had  said  upon  fiscal  union,  he  was 
not  sure  now  that  it  was  the  only 
direction  in  which  closer  union  might  be 
sought,  and  he  then  went  on  to  discuss 
the  proposals  put  forward  by  the  right 
boD .  Member  for  Huntin  gdonshire . 
That  was  a  complete  giving  away  of 
the  situation  of  urgency  for  the 
taxes  on  bread  and  meat.  What  he 
was  anxious  to  know  was,  whether  the 
Government  followed  the  Prime  Minister 
in  this  very  essential  alteration  of  the  pro- 
gramme. It  was  an  alteration  which 
made  the  whole  difference  between  ; 
mere  speculative  or  academic  con- ! 
sideration  of  the  subject  such  as  had 
gone  on  for  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years, 
and  the  treatment  of  it  as  a  Parlia- 
mentary and  electoral  question.  If  the 
Qovernment  adhered  to  the  declaration  of 
the  Prime  Mmister,  then  the  right  hou. 
Qeutleman  would  have  sucoMded — to  use 
an  American  phrase — in  "  side-tracking  " 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham^by  shunting  bis  express  train  into  - 
a  ading  while  the  Government's  slow  | 
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loggftg^  train  rumbled  past.  The 
dwuration  welcomed  by  the  free-fooders 
in  that  debate  was  contained  in  the 
words  that  even  if  the  Government 
obtained  a  mandate  at  tiie  next  general 
election  they  would  not  be  entitled  by  it 
to  carry  out  a  policy  of  preference.  But 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
after  making  that  declaration,  went  on 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  urgency,  and 
in  respcmae  to  an  interruption  he  said 
that  ui^^ency  was  created  when  the 
Colonies  (^ered  ua  a  preference  at  the 
Conference  two  years  ago.  But  if  this 
was  still  an  Imperial  policy  as  well  u 
ui^ent,  he  should  like  to  know  to  which 
portion  of  the  Empire  urgency  applied. 
India  had  established,  without  difEerenoe 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  totally  inapplic- 
able there.  The  Blue-book  just  issued 
was  full  of  most  admirable  information 
by  which  the  Government  of  India, 
apparently  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
(Government  at  home,  conclusively  estab- 
lished the  utter  inapplicability  of  the 
whole  principle  to  India.  It  was  also 
inapplicable  to  our  tropical  colonies. 
Australia  had  never  asked  for  it  and  had 
never  offered  it,  and  the  first  thing  the 
Australian  Government  did  last  year 
was  to  pledge  itself  not  to  make  any 
such  proposal.  That  pledge  had  been 
renewed  since  the  general  elections. 
There  remained  only  New  Zealand  and 
Canada,  for  South  Africa  at  present 
was  out  of  the  question,  as  she  was 
importing  food  and  likely  to  continue 
doing  BO  for  a  considerable  period.  If 
the  u^ency  was  then  so  great  as  it 
affected  those  cdonies,  how  could  the  Gov- 
ernment resist  the  demand  for  a  dissolu- 
tion to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  country  ? 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  there  had 
been  some  interesting  exchanges  of 
words  across  the  gangway  opposite,  and 
he  listened  with  great  interest  to  these 
intellectual  diversions.  In  one  of  them 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Green- 
wich, who  combined,  in  a  degree  never 
before  probably  attained  in  Parliament, 
eloquence  of  speech  with  the  power  of 
making  most  disagreeable  interruptions, 
remarked  that  they  had  Conservative 
Members  opposed  by  Cabinet  Ministers. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
was  always  much  more  frank  in  answer 
to  interruptions  than  when  speaking  in 
measured  language  r^pjj^yt^^^gq^licy 
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of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  was  much  more 
easy  to  attack  than  the  Government 
policy .  That  was  a  com  plete  explanation 
of  the  remarkable  diifts  of  attitude  on 
the  Ministerial  side  which  had.^  been 
witnessed.  The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham, 
who  had  contributed  so  much  valuable 
material  to  the  discussion  on  this  question, 
interrupted  the  President  of  the  Board 
cf  Trade  by  saying  that  the  policy  of 
the  Prime  Minister  was  not  very  import- 
ant because  it  was  not  the  issue  before 
the  country.  To  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  replied  that  it  was  the  policy 
before  the  country,  although'  there  was  an 
organised  conspiracy  to  represent  the 
issue  as  one  between  free  trade  and 
protection.  That  he  absolutely  denied. 
It  was  useless  to  say  that  the  policy 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham was  not  the  issue  bdore  the 
country  in  tiie  face  of  the  assertions  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  himself.  The 
peroration  of  every  one  of  the  speeches 
delivered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  his  campaign,  since  the  20th  May  last, 
put  that  forward  as  the  urgent  issue  on 
which  the  opinion  of  the  country  would 
have  to  be  taken  at  the  next  general 
election.  How  could  the  Government 
pretend  it  was  not  the  issue  when  the 
pr<^p%mme  of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  was 
supported  by  the  private  opinion  of 
almost  every  member  of  the  Cabinet? 
In  hiu  speech  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  placed  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  four  categories.  First  th^e  were 
the  free  importers.  They  were  not  very 
numerous,  irdeed,  probably  the  Post- 
master-General would  stand  in  that  class 
alone.  Then  there  were  those  in  favour 
of  the  Government  policy  of  retaliation ; 
thirdly,  there  were  those  who  followed 
the  right  hoc.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  in  favour  of  prefer- 
ence, including  probably  every  member  of 
the  Grovemment  except  the  Postmaster- 
General  ;  and  lastly,  there  were  the  pro- 
tectionists. Of  course  there  were  no 
avowed  protectionists  in  the  Government. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
defined  protection  and  distinguished  it 
from  defence.  What  he  himself  would 
call  protectionists  must,  he  suppose,  be 
described  as  those  who  advocated  de- 
^<ir  Charles  IHlkf, 


fensive  measures — the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  It  was 
a  new  doctrine,  striking  at  the  root  of 
Ministerial  responsibility,  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  of  a  Board  should,  in 
matters  which  were  the  direct  concern  of 
the  Board,  maintain  a  policy  different  from 
thatof  theheadof  hisDepartment.  Such 
a  thing  had  never  been  known  before,  but 
it  was  not  the  least  painful  or  ridicnloas 
feature  of  the  Government's  pr^ent  pou- 
tion.  Usually  a  Secretary  folbwed  the 
directions  of  his  President  or  resigned. 
There  was  an  old  Provencal  saying, 
written  on  the  base  of  a  statue  of  Jason 
in  a  great  fortress  in  the  Mediterranean, 
which,  translated,  read — 

"  How  happy  are  yon,  Jason,  to  pouess  two 
jawB. 

With  (me  you  can  eat,  with  the  other  drink, 
without  pause." 

The  words  might  be  adapted  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  at  the  present  moment, 
whose  representatives  in  the  House  spoke 
with  such  different  voices.  Both  of  them 
supported  officially,  no  doubt,  the  Govern- 
ment programme  of  retaliation,  and  both 
very  probably  privately  supported  the 
programme  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  for  taxing  meat  and 
bread ;  but  one  came  to  the  House  and 
made  a  speech  full  of  highly  protectionist 
arguments  which  the  other  most  expressly 
repudiated.  That  was  absolutely  un- 
precedented. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  his  speech  developed  a  very  interest- 
ii^  de^nition  of  protection.  He  said 
that  there  was  great  ambiguity 
in  the  word,  and  he  drew  a  distinction 
between  defensive  duties  and  protection. 
There  was  not  a  protectionist  manufac- 
turer on  the  Continent  who,  when  asked  to 
consent  to  the  lowering  of  duties  on  goods 
he  was  interested  in,  did  not  use  the 
argument  that  because  they  had  con- 
scription in  their  country  they  ought  to  be 
protected  against  us.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  sympathised  with  pro- 
tection, while  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  declared  that  it  was  not  protectioi 
— it  was  only  defence  agaiost  an  unfair 
advant^e — accorded  to  the  foreigner. 
With  r^ard  to  the  proposal  of  a  10  per 
cent,  duty,  the  Government  spoke  of  it 
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as  ii  it  were  s  uBtform  duty  of  10  per 
cent.imposedforrevenne.  Itwasnothing 
of  tlie  kind.  The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  could  not  have  read  the  speeches 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham or  the  terms  of  the  iovitatioa 
to  the  Tariff  Commission.  The  duty  was 
to  be  one  averaging  10  per  cent.,  so  that  it 
might  vary  from  nothing  to  60  per  cent. 
It  was  not,  as  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  represented,  a  duty  for  revenue 
purposes  only ;  and  it  was  the  extremes 
and  not  the  average  that  must  be  con- 
sidered. If  he  had  the  fortune  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Commission  now 
sitting  on  the  subject,  he  would  put  60 
per  cent,  on  everthing  he  wanted  to  keep 
out,  and  nothing  on  everything  he 
wanted  to  use  in  the  course  of  his 
employment  or  trade.  Then  the  average 
of  10  per  cent,  would  disappear  into 
space.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  no  concern  with  the  revenue 
argument;  he  was  thinking  of  our  dis- 
tressed industries.  .  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  a  sort  of  20th  cen- 
tury Cobden,  pursuing  what  he  thought 
would  be  Gobden's  methods  were  he 
living  to-day,  and  meetii^,  he  said,  in  the 
course  of  his  struggles  with  a  resuscitated 
(lemon  who  was  likely  to  thwart  hisefforts. 
He  might,  in  passing,  observe  that  the  two 
sides  of  the  House  differed  as  to  who  the 
demon  was.  The  Secretary  to  that  Board 
of  Trade  was  one  of  the  few  people  who 
believed  in  the  value  of  the  Canadian 
preference. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  Everyone  does. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  the  Board 
of  Trade  did  not  believe  in  it  at  the  time 
of  the  conference. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY to  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr. 
BoNAR  Law,  Glasgoyr,  Blackfriars) :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  read  any  passage 
dedaring  against  it  % 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILEE  replied  that 
both  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  then 
Colonial  Secretary  explained  at  the  con- 
ference that  it  had  been  a  grievous  dis- 
appointment. But  that  was  not  his 
point  to  which  he  was  coming. 


Mr.  BONAR  LAW :  I  said  that  while 
our  rise  was  £4,000,000  the  German 
rise  was  £1,000,000. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  then 
asked  what  were  the  percentages,  but 
the  question  was  not  answered.  The 
hon.  Member  further  said  that  until  we 
got  preference  our  trade  with  Canada 
was  going  down;  after  preference  our 
trade  continued  to  increase.  But  in  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1897,  before 
preference,  the  percentage  of  the 
total  imports  into  Canada  which  came 
from  the  United  Kingdom  was  27*68, 
whereas  in  1902  it  was  only  24*95. 

SikHOWARD VINCENT:  Istheright 
hon.  Baronet  aware  that  the  British  and 

Irish  exports  to  Canada  rose  from 
£5,000,000  in  1897  to  £10,000,000  in 
1902? 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  his  point.  The 
Canadian  prefer^ice,  which  was  the  only 
one  worth  considering,  so  evidently  broke 
down  that  it  was  the  very  ground  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  edged  off  preference,  and  in 
his  speech  at  Glasgow  and  Greenock 
developed  a  new  argument  of  a  quid  pro 
qiiofot  the  manufacturers  of  this  country. 
His  point  was  that  the  Colonies  would 
not  start  new  industries  in  '.rorapetitifm 
with  those  of  the  mother  country — a  very 
old  and  very  dangerous  quid  pro  quo, 
but  one  which  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  valuable.  It  was  that  more  than 
anything  else  that  led  to  the  secession  of 
the  United  States.  But  that  suggestion 
had  now  gone.  Everyone  who  knew 
the  Colonies  knew  that  it  would  go  the 
day  after  they  heard  of  it.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  ^for 
Greenwich  in  his  very  careful  examma- 
tion  of  the  Australian  and  other  figures, 
an  examination  which  established  beyond 
the  possibility  of  a  doubt  that  this 
question  did  not  touch  India  or  the 
Crown  Colonies,  but  Canada  alone.  That 
examination  went  to  show  how  small 
was  the  margin  of  trade  into  which  we 
could  hope  to  cut  under  an  artificial 
system  of  the  kind  proposed.  The^op- 
poaents  of  the  new  policy  were  not  fight- 
ing against  hypothetical  retaliation  in  some 
future  Parliament,  at  some  distant  date. 
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but  against  a  practical  policy  of  protec- 
tion put  befoie  the  coootry  with  as  much 
power  as  any  policy  had  ever  been  put, 
with  the  complete  applause,  except  in 
Lancashire,  <A  the  governing  bodies 
of  moat  of  the  Conservative  con- 
stituencies. They  were  fighting  against 
that  policy  which  overshadowed  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  and  in  fight- 
mg  against  it  they  were  fighting  against 
the  opinions  entertained  by  almost  every 
individual  member  of  the  Cabinet.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  in  a  recent  speeh  took 
a  hint  from  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  as  to  a 
new  necessity  for  protection.  He  might 
call  it  a  defensive  rather  than  a,  protection- 
ist policy,  but  it  was  indistinguishable 
from  protection.  Then  there  was  the  fact 
that  a  leading  member  of  the  Government 
had  gone  to  a  constituency  to  oppose  and 
attack  a  Conservative  Member  who  sup- 
ported the  policy  of  the  Government  as 
officially  announced.  The  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  contradicted 
the  statement  of  the  mover  of  the  Amend-  i 
ment  with  reference  to  the  matter,  but 
what  occurred  was  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  acted  as  godfather  or  sponsor 
to  a  candidate  whom  he  was  bringing  out 
to  oppose  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Chippenham  Division  of  Wiltshire  on  the 
ground  that  the  latter  had  opposed  the 
policy  of  the  Government  on  education, 
the  Army,  and  the  fiscal  question.  As  to 
education,  the  hon.  Baronet  had  voted 
for  one  Amendment — a  sign  of  indepen- 
dence to  be  commended  rather  than 
condemned. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham)  intimated  that  he 
simply  delivered  a  speech. 

*S2B  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that 
that  was  an  even  smaller  oSence.  As 
to  the  Army,  everybody  opposed  the 
Government  policy ;  the  Government 
themselves  opposed  it.  They  had  now 
reversed  it.  Therefore,  the  fiscal  question  | 
alone  remained,  and  it  was  on  that  ques- 
tion that  the  hon.  Baronet  was  opposed  in 
his  constituency,  and  a  rival  candidate 
brought  out  by  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Cabinet.  In  the  speech  complained 
Sir  Charles  DUke. 


of  the  President  of  the  Local  Govemment 
Board  said — 

"  Sir  Audley  Neeld,  as  at  preseat  advised,  wu 
not  in  favour  of  taxing  Ivead  and  meat. . .  bnt 
it  was  not  certain  that  at  a  later  date  he  would 
not  be  in  favour  of  the  fuller  and  wider  polity." 

That  was  simply  another  case  of  the 
adoption  of  the  "at  present"  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  But  that  "  fuller  utd 
wider  policy  "  was  not  the  policy  of  the 
Government  as  avowed  in  this  House. 
Moreover,  the  scheme  constituted  an  un- 
worthy appeal  on  different  grounds  to 
different  classes  of  electors,  for,  while 
hopes  of  assistance  were  held  out  to  decay- 
ing industries,  the  labourers  were  told 
that  the  candidate  was  against  taxing 
bread  and  meat. 

Then  there  was  the  new  departure  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  developed  at 
great  length  his  policy  of  protection  or  de- 
fencr  on  account  of  the  labour  conditions 
being  more  favourable  and  more  costly  in 
this  country  than  abroad.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cited  a  number  of  Acts  of 
Parliament  from  which  he  appeared  to 
think  foreign  manufacturers  were  free. 
He  referred  to  legislation  affecting  child 
labour  in  factories,  t^e  Coal  Mines  Regu- 
lations Acts,  the  Railway  Regulation  Acts, 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  and 
the  Combination  Act  giving  liberty  to 
trades  unions.  What  were  the  facts? 
With  regard  to  many  aspects  of  child 
;  labour  foreign  nations  were  in  advance  of 
this  country,  and  there  was  about  to  be 
held  an  international  conference  on  the 
subject  at  which  he  hoped  His  Majesty's 
Government  would  be  represented, 
although  they  had  not  yet  announced  that 
they  would  be.  As  to  the  Railway 
Regulation  Acts,  the  American  Acts  were 
enormously  in  advance  of  ours.  Then, 
too,  the  Combination  Laws  in  many 
countries  were  in  advance  of  ours  as  now 
declared  by  the  courts.  But  the  main 
items  were  the  factories  and  workshops 
legislation,  workmen's  compensation,  and 
the  law  of  truck.  As  a  matt«r  of  fact, 
truck  did  not  affect  the  question,  but  the 
laws  affecting  it  were  better  abroad  than 
here,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  just 
sanctioned  in  South  Africa  the  most  appal- 
ling system  of  truck  the  world  had  ever 
seen.   The  House  of /Commonf  was  not 
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the  place  for  a  detailed  examination  of  the 
small  points  in  such  legislation,  but  with 
regard  to  the  compensation  principle  it 
was  overwhelmingly  and  triumphantly 
proved  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  himself  > 
that  the  charge  was  so  infinitedmal  that 
it  was  utterly  ndiculous  for  capitalists  to 
urge  that  it  could  produce  any  ground 
whatever  for  protection.    At  that  time 
Germany  alone  had  only  the  compensation 
law,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  was  taking 
what  he  described  as  short  and  halting 
steps  in  the  direction  of  such  legidation. 
Since  then  not  only  had  the  German  legis- 
lation been  maintained,  but  France  had 
passed  a  law  greatly  in  advance  of  ours, 
and  under  which  the  benefits  were  double 
the  benefits  under  the  English  law,  as  was 
proved  by  the  insurance  statistics.  Then 
Belgium,  hitherto  the  most  backward 
nation  in  labour  legislation,  had  passed  a 
law  in  advance  even  of  the  French.   As  to 
factory  legislation,  in  many  points  foreign 
countries  were  in  advance  of  this  country, 
notably  in  respect  of  dangerous  trades. 
Generally  speaking,  foreign  countries  had 
drawn  closer  to  us  in  those  points  in  which 
previously  they  were  behind,  and  in  many 
points  they  were  now  conuderably  ahead. 
The  Radicals  tfaou|^t  the  prosperity  argu- 
ment had  been  pushed  too  far,  for  it  was 
one  which  struck  at  the  very  root  of 
Radicalism,  of  which  the  foundation  lay 
in  the  sufferings  of  the  people.  They 
knew  of  those  sufferings  which  stood  in 
need  of  drastic  remedies.    They  were 
convinced  that  the  remedies  now  pro- 
posed were  foolish  remedies  which  would 
increase  and  intensify  those  sufferings. 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  Oh,  no. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  The  first  to 
turn  the  prosperity  argument  against 
them  would  be  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Sheffield.  .They  could  not 
ui^e  too  strongly  that  the  prosperity 
argument  was  a  dangerous  one  which 
would  be  turned  against  them.  All  free- 
traders beUeved  that  the  suggested  re- 
medies would  be  ten  times  worse  in  a  period 
of  depression,  and  they  asked  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  the  opinion  of  the  country 
before  doing  anything  in  this  direction. 
The  Government  oug^t  to  come  out  into 


the  open  and  declare  their  policy.  They 
ought  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  country, 
and  when  a  dissolution  came  those  who 
opposed  any  alteration  would  appeal  with 
confidence  to  the  common  sense  of  the 
democracy. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  (Croydon) :  When  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  rose  to  reply  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Amendment  he  characterised  the  Amend- 
ment as  an  expedient,  and  he  applied 
to    it  an  adjective  which   he  for- 
wards  withdrew.     No   doubt  it  was 
an  expedient,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  I 
thought  at  the  time  that  it  wa  t  a  bad  ex- 
pedient from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
point  of  view  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  his  desire 
was,  as  my  right  hon.  friend  seemed  to 
suppcwe  it  was,  to  obtain  votes  from  this  ' 
side  of  the  House,  because  it  is  clear  that 
there  are  Members  on  this  side  tiie 
House  who  may  be  in  agreement  with  tiie 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  views,  and  yet  are 
not  disposed  to  support  an  Amendment 
of  this  kind,  because  it  is,  and  always  will 
be,  considered  as  a  Motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Government.  Therefore, 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  point  of 
view  I  think  it  was  a  bad  expedient ;  but 
at  the  same  time  I  qnite  sympathise  with 
him  in  his  desire  to  obtain  a  speedy  dis* 
cussion  on  one  of  the  most  momentous 
and  important  subjects  it  is  possible  to 
bring  before  the  House  of  Commons.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  regret,  and  regret 
very  greatly,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
was  not  afforded  an  adequate  opportunity 
last  session  of  discussing  the  question.  I 
may  say  with  regard  to  my  feelings  on  tiie 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  I  agree  with  every  word  of  it.  There 
is  nothing  in  it  from  which  I  dissent.  I 
agree  with  all  the  propositions  he  puts  in 
it.   I  imagine  that  the  preamble  to  the 
Resolution  is  an  insignificant  part  of  the 
Resolution,  and  in  all  probabhty  did  not 
at  one  time  form  a  portion  of  tlu  Resolu- 
tion. At  any  rate,  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
put  it  in  as  a  preamble.    Well,  Sir,  I  had 
to  consider  what  should  be  my  attitude 
towards  an  Amendment  of  this  kind  with 
which  I  entirely  agree.    I  had  to  consider 
whether  or  not  I  should  take  the  step  of 
voting  for  it  even  if  it  did  imply  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence ;  and  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that,  before^omic^i  to  a 
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definite  resolution,  it  would  be  necessary, 
and  indeed,  only  proper,  that  I  should  hear 
from  the  Government  Bench  a  declaration 
of  their  policy  with  regard  to  this  matter  ; 
and  I  say  at  once  that  I  listened  with  great 
aaldsfaction  to  the  bulk  of  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  President 
of  ike  Board  of  Trade.   It  seemed  to  me 
that  it  was  the  speech  of  a  free-trader,  and 
I  believe,  for  myself,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  a  free-trader.    He  has  no 
doubt  got  some  unhappy  surroundings, 
but  I  believe  that  he  is  at  heart  a  free- 
tzttder.    I  was  not  surprised,  therefore, 
to  hear  from  him  what  was  undoubtedly 
a  free-trade  speech.     But  his  speech 
caused  some  consternation  on  some  of  the 
Benches  near  where  I  am  sitting  ;  and  be- 
cause of  the  consternation  that  it  caused, 
and  because  of  the  speech  itself,  I  felt 
after  it  was  delivered  that  it  might  be 
possible  for  me  to  support  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman.   I  have  said  that  the  speech 
caused  consternation,  and  because  of  that 
consternation  I   imagine  it  was  thought 
politic  that  some  other  member  of  the 
Government  who  was  free  from  the 
charge  of  being  a  free  trader,  and  against 
whom  no  such  charge  could  be  made, 
should  rise  and  endeavour  to  do  away 
with  the  consternation  which  was  caused 
by  the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  Mend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  And 
I  confess  that,  after  having  listened  to 
that  other  speech,  I  felt  myself  to  be 
quite  at  sea  as  to  what  the  policy  of  the 
Government  really  was.    Not  that  it  is 
remarkable  that  in  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion the  Government  diould  have  two 
voices.    On  the  contrary,  during  all  the 
time  that  this  question  has  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  country,  they  have  spoken, 
not  only  with  two,  but  with  several  voices. 
But  I  confess  I  was  somewhat  astonished 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
should  get  up  and  make  a  speech  which 
was,  as  I  am  sure  everybody  who  heard 
it  must  consider  it,  a  protectionist 
speech  from  a  convinced  protectionist. 
Before  I  make  up  my  mind  conclusively 
on  the  subject  of  the  action  which  I  shall 
take,  I  must  hear  some  further  declara- 
tions from  the  Crovemment,  and  I  trust 
that  they  may  be  such  as  will  not  compel 
me  at  last  to  go  into  the  lobby  against 
them,  as  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  do.  , 
My  hon.  friend^  as  I  have  said,  made  j 
Mr.  Ritchie, 


a  protectionist  speech.  It  was  aa 
'  elaborate  attack  on  free  trade.  It  w&s 
a  strong  plea  for  protection.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  considered  that  Oobden's 
expectations  had  been  fakified.  Cobden 
would  have  been  the  greatest  of  all  pro- 
phets I  have  ever  heard  of  if  all  his  ex- 
pectations had  been  fulfilled.  But  does 
my  hon.  friend  think  that  if  Cobden  could 
possibly  return  to  this  sphere  he  would 
be  a  dissatisfied  man  ?  Would  he  not 
look  around  and  see  a  mercantile  fleet 
that  covers  the  sea,  a  commerce  that  is 
the  envy  of  the  world,  wealth  beyond 
the  dreams  of  avarice,  pauperism  de- 
creased by  60  per  cent.,  the  wages  of 
the  working  classes  and  their  social  con- 
dition enormously  improved,  and  iLe 
comfort  and  well-being  of  the  people 
luxurious  compared  to  what  it  was  in 
Cobden's  time  ?  I  venture  to  say  that 
Cobden  in  his  wildest  dreams  never  con- 
templated a  higher  state  of  prosperity 
than  that  which  is  enjoyed  by  tlus  country 
and  all  its  inhabitants. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  What 
about  the  unemployed  ? 

*Mk.  RITCHIE  :  The  unemployed  ?  I 
should  like  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  state  of  em- 
plo)rment  at  the  time  of  Cobden.  I  should 
like  him  to  compare  the  condition  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  working  classes  in  the 
time  of  Cobden  with  what  it  is  now.  I 
should  like  him  to  compare  the  wages  of 
any  labouring  class  in  Cobden's  time 
with  the  wages  of  the  same  class  now. 
I  would  ask  him  to  look  back  at  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  money  in  Cobden's  time 
and  compare  it  with  the  purchasing  power 
of  money  now,  and  to  judge  for  himself 
whether  a  case  has  not  been  made  oat 
that  Cobden  in  his  wildest  dreams  never 
contemplated.  It  has  become  the  fashion 
in  some  quarters  to  consider  Cobdenism 
and  the  followera  of  Cobden  as  a  reproach, 
as  something  to  be  sneered  at.  I  avow, 
at  any  rate,  regardless  of  those  sneers, 
that  I  have  no  objection  to  be  called  one 
of  those  who  admire  and  reverence  the 
great  work  which  Mr.  Cobden  did.  My 
hon.  friend  told  us  that  Cobden  laid  a 
demon,  and  that  the^emon  had  risen 
again.   I  thinhgthfid  d^nwOiilSwn  again 
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in  the  guise  of  a  protecting  angel.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  Ue  comes  from  Shef- 
field.] My  hon.  friend  Baid  that  the 
demon,  in  the  shape  of  foreign  coimtries, 
said  to  us,  "  You  may  buy  from  us,  but 
you  shall  not  sell  to  us."  How  can  we 
buy  if  we  do  not  sell  1  My  hon.  friend 
may  have,  and  no  doubt  he  has,  a  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  a  certain  branch 
of  industry,  but  he  has  very  little  know- 
ledge of  economics  if  he  fancies  that  we 
can  possibly  be  buyers  and  not  sellers. 
Sir,  he  gave  some  figures  which,  according 
to  him.proved  that  we  do  not  sell  although 
we  buy ;  but  in  arriving  at  these  figures 
he  omitted  all  reference  to  our  services. 
He  took  no  account  of  the  remittance 
of  interest  or  the  movement  of  capital. 
Anyone  who  attempts  to  draw  compari- 
sons without  taking  these  things  into 
account  does  not  understand  the  elements 
of  the  movement  of  merchandise. 
Look  at  America.  My  hon.  friend  asked 
how  is  it  that  their  exports  exceed  the  im- 
ports. That  was  received  with  ringing 
cheers  by  many  Qentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  Has  he  never  heard  of  the 
enormou3  indebtedness  of  America  to  all ! 
Europe  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  from 
1897  to  1899  America  was  an  enormous 
purchaser  of  securities  in  Europe  ?  Last 
year  they  again  largely  increased  their 
purchases,  and  have  been  borrowing 
largely  in  our  marlrot.  How  hai  the 
interest  on  all  that  money  been  pud  1 
By  the  export  of  goods.  Not  only  that 
but  the  borrowing  by  the  Unit-'d  States 
in  this  country  and  other  parts  of  Europe 
has  been  at  a  much  higher  rate  of  interest 
than  before.  Money  which  they  were 
able  to  get  at  3  per  cent.,  or  a  little  over, 
they  have  to  pay  6  per  cent,  for  now.  All 
that  increase  of  interest  having  to  be 
remitted  has  increased  their  exports. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  made  another 
statement  to  the  effect  that  exports  last 
year  rose,  but  employment  fell.  It  is 
quite  true  the  home  market  is  not  so  good 
as  it  was.  Can  anybody  be  surprised  ? 
Does  anyone  imagine  tha*^^  we  can  spend 
two  or  three  hundred  millions  of  money 
on  unproductive  work,  without  this  tell- 
ing upon  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
people  ?  Of  course,  we  have  had  very 
dear  money.  The  right  hon.  (rentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham,  when 
he  spoke  at  the  Guildhall,  aaked  how  it 
happened  that  money  was  almost  for 


the  first  time  dearer  in  London  than  on 
the  Continent  ?  Someone  at  once  re- 
plied, "  The  war."  I  am  not  saying 
anything  against  the  war.  I  am  only 
stating  the  fact  that  we  cannot  expect 
our  home  market,  until  the  strain  that 
has  been  brought  to  bear  on  the  people 
of  this  country  is  somewhat  mitigated, 
to  be  as  good  as  it  was.  High  taxation 
and  dear  money  must  tell  on  the  home 
market.  Bnt  in  addition  to  that  muni- 
cipal work  is  postponed.  Municipalities 
who  have  work  to  do,  do  not  want  to  go 
into  the  market  and  borrow  at  the  heavy 
rate  they  would  have  to  pay  now,  and 
they  defer  carrying  on  work  to  some  time 
when  they  hope  they  may  be  able  to  bor- 
row more  cheaply  in  the  money  market. 
That  leads  to  want  of  employment.  And 
so  it  is  with  regard  to  companies  and  in- 
dividuals. Everybody  who  knows  com- 
mercial matters  knows  that  companiei 
are  not  forming  as  they  we-e,  and  that 
ente]^rise  has  been  checked  for  the 
moment.  All  these  things  tend,  of 
course,  somewhat  to  make  the  home 
martet  bad.  But  what  do  the  figures 
for  1903  show  ?  That  though  the  home 
trade  is  bad,  foreign  trade  has  been  good. 
Why  have  foreign  exports  risen  ?  Be- 
cause, in  consequence  of  bad  harvests, 
we  had  to  import  more  wheat.  And  I 
recommend  this  to  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  does  not  seem  to  think  that  im- 
ports and  exports  have  any  very  great 
correlation.  Notwithstanding  the  bad 
trade  here,  and  in  consequence  in  my 
opinion  of  the  larger  imports  of  food  we 
required,  more  exports  had  necessarily  to 
hi  sent  out.  My.  hon.  friend  led  us  to 
imagine,  though  he  did  not  exactly  say 
so  in  so  many  words,  that  he  thought 
large  imports  meant  large  unemployment 
of  our  people.  Now  I  assert  quite  the 
contrary,  and  I  refer  him  to  his  own 
Blue-book,  which  I  am  sorry  has  not  been 
subjected  to  examination  by  independent 
experts  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
either  in  the  shape  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion or  otherwise,  so  that  the  figures 
might  have  been  digested  and  put  into 
some  form  easily  "  understanded  of  the 
people.*'  Bnt  many  thin^  are  easily 
found  there,  and  what  is  found  vrith  re- 
gard to  employment  ?  In  1889  imports 
beat  the  record,  The  import  of  manu- 
factured goods  rose  to  £100,000,000.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Sec^tf^y,j>(Jih90g4g  of 
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Trade  this  must  have  produced  a  record 
of  unemplojouent.  It  did  produce  a 
record,  but  it  was  a  record  for  the  good- 
ness of  .employment.  The  number  of 
unemployed  fell  to  2.1  per  cent.  I  assert 
that  this  is  the  lowest  possible  figure  to 
which  unemployment  could  go.  When 
hon.  Gentlemen  think  of  the  number 
of  men  who  are  sick,  or  who,  either  from 
one  cause  or  another,  are  temporarily 
prevented  from  working,  I  think  they 
will  consider  that  2  per  cent,  of  unemploy- 
ment is  the  least  we  could  possibly  ex- 
pect. Well,  Sir,  imports  fell  off,  and 
unemployment  rose.  In  1893  imports  of 
manufactured  articles  fell  to  £98,000,000, 
and  unemployment  rose  to  7^  per  cent. 
From  1893  to  1900  imports  of  manufac- 
tures rose  steadily  and  the  number  of 
unemployed  declmed  in  almost  exact 
proportion. 

Mi.  BONAB  LAW:'  I  am  sorry  to 
interrupt  my  hon.  friend,  but  he  has 
entirely  misunderstood  the  argument 
I  was  trying  to  put  before  the  House. 
I  began  by  saying  it  was  unfair  to  use  a 
single  year  as  an  indication  of  the  state 
of  our  trade.  I  said  that  if  you  do  insist 
on  taking  that  single  year,  you  will  find 
that  exports  have  a  greater  bearing  than 
impoits — I  expressly  said  nothing  more 
— upon  the  prosperity  of  trade.  Nothing 
further  than  that. 

•Mb.  RITCHIE  :  The  hon.  Member  at 
that  time  was  speaking  about  employ- 
ment. I  am  not  taking  one  single  year, 
I  am  taking  several  years,  and  I  assert 
that  in  the  years  between  1893  and  1900 
the  imports  of  manufactured  articles  rose 
steadily  and  the  number  of  unemployed 
declined  steadily  in  almost  exact  propor- 
tion. In  1896  the  impoits  were 
£117,500,000  and  the  unemployed  3^  per 
cent.  In  1899  the  imports  were 
£136,000,000  and  the  unemployed  2|  per 
cent. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  May  1 
afk  my  right  hon.  friend  if  the  statistics 
of  unemployment  to  which  he  refers 
do  not  relate  only  to  the  most  skilled 
artisans  of  the  country  reporting; 
through  the  trade  unions  to  ^e  Board  of 
Trade,  and  not  to  the  state  of  employ- 
ment as  a  whole  ?  Will  he  also  give  the 
figures  for  1903  ? 

Mr.  nUchie. 


*Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  do  not  happen  to 
have  these  figures.    The  question  he  pats 
to  me  as  to  the  returns,  I  can  only  answer 
by  saying  that  the  only  means  by  which 
we  can  get  an  idea  of  the  unemployed  is 
from  the  returns  of  the    trade-uni'  ne. 
but  the  hon.  Gentleman  surely  know 
that   if   the  trade  unionists  who  are 
skilled  artisans  are  emp'oyed,  this  must 
necessarily  imply  that  a  corresponding 
number  of  those  who  work  with  them  in 
the  trades  with  which  they  are  connected 
must  be  employed.   Bfay  I  say  also  that 
large  imports  have  been  marked  by  an 
extraordinary   decline   in   emigration ! 
I   would  advise    the    House    not  to 
believe  that  an  abundance  of  necessaries 
is  bad.    But  will  unemployment  be  de* 
creased  by  protection  ?    That  is  the 
great  point.   How  about  p  otected  coon- 
tries  ?   Their  state  of  tinemployment  is 
probably  much  worse  than  onis.  What 
would  protection  do  ?   It  would  de* 
crease  our   purchasing   power   and  so 
damage  the  home  market.    It  would 
cripple  us  in  our  competition  in  foreign 
markets,  and  make  everything  dearer, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  that 
is  at  all  likely  to  help  us  in  our  competi- 
tion with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
Some  say  *'  Look  at  Germany  ;  that  pro- 
tective country  has  increased  exports  to 
a  greater  extent  than  we  have  done." 
It  is  true  that  Germany  is  making  great 
strides.    There  is  a  great  deal  of  enter- 
prise and  skill  in  Germany ;   but  there 
are  other  causes  at  work.    I)oes  the 
House  imagine  that  the  export  trade  of 
Germany  is  altogether  a  profitable  tiade  t 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  it  is.  and,  after 
all,  the  question  of  profit  or  not  in  the 
export  trade  is  very  material.    There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Government  in  Ger- 
many does  lend  a  hand  to  trade — to  the 
expansion  of  trade,  which  we  in  our  S3rstem 
do  not.   Government  railways,  whether 
in  Germany  or  abroad,  in  CUna  or  else- 
where, are  made  of  German  material, 
and  by  Germans.   Whether  that  is  ad- 
vantageous to  German  trade  in  the 
Colonies  and   elsewhere  is  probably  a 
different  matter.    But  take  German  pri- 
vate enterprise.    Look  at  the  education 
of  students.    How  is  it  that  they  have 
such  an  enormous  expansion  of  their 
electrical  industtfes  in  South  America  and 
elsewhere?   It  is  very  largely  becanse 
every  great  manufactnier  in  Qemuuiy 
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strives  to  provide  himself  with  young 
men  who  have  been  scientifically  edu- 
cated, and  who  do  much  to  keep  maau- 
factuiea  on  proper  scientific  lines.  Now 
I  have  been  told  that  at  Owens  College, 
where  education  of  a  similar  character 
is  given,  there  is  absolutely  no  home  de- 
mand for  the  students  who  go  up  to  that 
college.  And  I  am  told  that  the  great  de- 
mand for  the  young  men  who  come  from 
Owens  College  is  not  from  this  coxmtry, 
but  from  the  United  States.  My  hon. 
friend  in  talking  about  exports  asked  us, 
I  think,  to  exclude  raw  materials,  and 
I  suppose  he  m;ant  coal.  Now,  why 
should  we  exclude  coal  ?  Is  he  afraid 
of  tiie  supply  running  short  ?  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Royal  Commission 
lhat  has  been  sitting  on  the  subject  of 
our  coal  supply  has  yet  reported ;  but  I 
have  good  reason  to  believe  that  they 
will  report  that  the  supply  of  coal  in  this 
country  is  practically  inexhaustible  for 
a  vast  number  of  years.  Suppose  we 
were  to  put  any  impediment  on  the  ex- 
port of  coal,  are  we  going  to  do  the  same 
thing  witii  everything  that  comes  out  of 
the  earth,  because,  if  we  do,  It  will 
diminish  the  occupation  of  a  vast  num- 
ber of  people  and  strike  a  blow  at  our 
carrying  trade. 

I  slutU  r^srve  further  remarks  on 
all  these  questions  until  I  know  fitom 
some  other  member  of  the  Oovem- 
n^ent  what  ihe  views  of  the 
Government  really  are.  But  in  the 
meantime  I  prefer  to  take  the  speech  of 
the  President  to  that  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade.  If  we  take  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  taxes  on  food,  pre- 
ferential tarifis,  protective  duties,  and 
bounties — all  are  gone,  and  only  re- 
taliation remains.  I  agree  with  my 
noble  friend  who  spoke  last  night  that 
if  that  is  all  tiiat  is  left  of  the  Govern- 
ment poUcy  it  is  a  great  pity  that  there 
should  have  been  so  much  hubbub. 
Retaliation,  however  advisable  it  may 
be  in  some  cases,  is  not  a  policy;  it  is 
only  an  expedient.  It  is  not  a  policy 
to  be  emblazoned  upon  the  banners  of 
tiie  Government,  and  in  favour  of  which 
sU  the  members  of  the  Government  are 
to  go  preaching  a  crusade.  Of  course 
we  all  acknowledge  that  there  is  nothing 
economically  unsound  about  retaUation 
provided  that  Parliament  is  asked  to 
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decide  in  every  case.  That  is  absolutely 
essential ;  and  I  am  sorry  it  is  one  of  the 
subjects  on  which  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  no  information.  It  was  my 
special  duty,  in  discussing  this  question  of 
retaliation  with  my  colleagues,  to  in- 
quire very  closely  into  it,  as,  occupying 
the  position  I  did,  I  should,  perhaps, 
be  more  responsible  than  any  other 
member  of  the  Government.  There- 
fore, while  I  had  no  hesitation  about 
assenting  to  this  expedient  where  it  was 
shown  that  It  could  do  us  no  harm,  and 
that  it  would  be  effective,  I  felt  bound  to 
point  out  to  my  colleagues  the  difficul- 
tiei  in  its  application.  And  some  of 
these  difficulties  I  would  Hke  to  refer  to. 
But  before  I  pass  on  to  their  con^dera- 
tion  I  must  notice  tiie  remarks  of  my 
hon.  friend  on  the  tinplate  industry. 
Well,  no  doubt  that  was  a  bad  case.  The 
tinplate  industry  suffered  a  good  deal 
from  tiie  tax  imposed  in  the  United 
States  under  the  Dingley  tarifi.  But 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  export  trade  in 
tinplates  has  very  newly  recovered  to 
what  it  was.  But  what  was  the  effect 
of  the  high  tariff  on  tinplates  in  the 
United  States  itself  ?  It  did  enormous 
damage  to  the  packing  industry,  which 
was  <£verted  to  other  countries,  while  it 
greatly  assisted  trade  in  this  country.  I 
have  no  doubt  tiiat,  although  the  export 
did  fall  off  considerably,  the  consump- 
tion of  tinplates  in  this  country  very 
greatiy  increased  in  consequence  of 
their  additional  cost  in  the  United  States 
to  all  packing  industries.  I  would  have 
liked  to  ask  my  hon.  friend  when  he  was 
giving  the  illustration  of  that  industry 
as  to  the  power  which  the  (Government 
asked  for — the  power,  viz.,  of  retaliation 
— does  he  believe  for  a  moment  that  any 
power  of  retaliation  which  we  could 
possibly  exercise  would  have  had  the 
smallest  effect  on  the  United  States  to 
prevent  them  passing  the  Dingley 
Tariff  Bill  1  Of  course  he  does  not  be- 
lieve that,  and  I  would  remind  him  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
stated  the  day  before,  that  the  United 
States  was  one  of  the  counteies  to  which 
we  could  not  apply  retaliation. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gebald  Balfouk  (Leeds, 
Central) :  I  said  it  would  be  more  difi&cult 
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to  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  United  States 
than  on  some^  other  countries. 

*  Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  beg  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon,  but  that  admission 
is  sufficient  for  the  House,  and  for  my 
argument.    One  of  the  difficulties  about 
retaliation  is  that  we  are  far  more  vulner- 
able than  any  other  country,  because  the 
bulk  of  our  imports  are  not  luxuries  bnt 
the  prime  necessaries  of  life.   And  then 
our  dipping  is  particularly  open  to  attack . 
We  are,  of  course,  the  great  carrying 
power  of  the  world,  and  if  differential 
duties  were  put  on  our  shipping  it  would 
be  a  vital  blow  to  that  industry.  In 
considering  the  application  of  retaliation 
we  should  not  leave  that  out  of  oght. 
My  hon.  friend  said  that  the  tariff  wars 
which  had  occurred  had  been  productive 
of  good.    My  noble  friend  has  given  his 
answer  on  that  question  and  has  shown 
that  the  tariff  war  between  France  and 
Italy  had  caused  a  loss  of  £120,000,000, 
and,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  the 
markets  being  open  to  other  countries,  the 
trade  between  France  and  Italy  had  been 
greatly  diverted  into  other  channeb.  And 
once  trade  is  so  diverted,  it  is  very  difficult 
to  get  it  back  again.    There  is  only  one 
paragraph  in  the  Report  which  I  should 
like  to  read  to  the  House,  apart  altogether 
from  the  question  of  pecuniary  loss.  The 
Report  says —  » 

$  "  It  diaturbs  the  ancient  and  c(mli«l  industrial 
and  emunracial  leUtions  whioh  have  lutberto 
existed  between  the  two  eoantries.** 

I  hope  that  in  considering  this  ques- 
tion we  will  not  1  eave  out  of  account  the 
diflturbuice  of  our  industrial,  commercial, 
and  ottier  relations,  which  would  in  all 
probability  take  place  if  we  were  un- 
happily to  revert  to  the  policy  of  retalia- 
tion. My  right  hon.  friend  states  he  did 
not  say  that  ft  would  be  impossible  to 
apply  retaliation  to  Russia  and  the 
United  States,  but  that  it  would  be  most 
difficult.  Russia,  however,  is  the  greatest 
offender.  The  duty  in  Russia  is  131  per 
cent,  ad  valorem — which,  I  diould  say, 
is  barbarous  and  unfair.  In  the  United 
States  the  duty  is  73  per  cent.,  and  in 
Germany  only  25  per  cent.  Are  we  to 
retaliate  against  Germany  with  a  25  per 
cent,  duty,  and  not  to  be  able  to  retaliate 
against  Russia  with  a  131  per  cent,  duty  1 
The  McKinley  tariff  and  the  Dingley 
tariff  inflicted  great  loss  on  our  trade  and 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 


industry  beyond  comparison,  more  severe 
than  has  ever  been  caused  by  any  other 
protectionist  measures.  Are  we  to  leave 
Russia  with  her  tariff  of  131  per  cent,  and 
the  United  States  of  America  with  their 
tariff  of  73  per  cent,  alone,  and  retaliate 
against  Germany  with  its  25  per  cent  ? 
Be  it  remembered  that  we  do  a  vast  and 
a  most  profitable  trade  with  Germany. 
The  system  of  free  imports,  as  I  think,  and 
as  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Oldham 
has  shown,  has  its  own  very  effective 
machinery  of  retaliation,  working  under 
an  inexorable  law.  Germany  dumps 
ship-plates.  Here  we  retaliate  by  selling 
the  German  ships,  built  of  hia  own  steeC 
at  a  price  with  which  he  cannot  compete. 
The  German  dumps  his  steel  and  we 
retahate  by  underselling  his  machinery. 
Take  a  single  instance  from  the  United 
States  Consular  Reports  as  an  illustration. 

"  An  Eaglish  firm  has  just  competed  sncccss^ 
fully  as  against  German  tenderers  for  the  plant 
of  the  Municipal  Gae  Works  at  Copenhogeo, 
and  the  cause  of  their  snocees  was  this  " — 

I  ask  the  House  to  note  it — 

|!  *'  Hiot  have  the  command  of  ^e  raw 
material  dumped  1^  Germans  at  a  price  lower 
than  the  German  mannfactoxer  oonld  obtain  it,, 
and  were  consequently  able  to  undersell  him 
for  the  finished  i^ant. 

This  is  effective  retaliation.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
showed  that  the  action  of  this  country  iu 
connection  with  Germany's  threat  to 
Canada  proves  the  efficiency  of  retali- 
tion.  Well,  I  had  something  to  do  with 
the  compilation  of  the  despatch  to  Ger- 
many on  that  subject,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  think  that  it  had  that  effect.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said — 

**  It  is  an  object  lesson  which,  if  propody 
understood,  would  establish  the  effioieocy  of 
retaliation." 

But  if  that  be  so,  it  destroyB  the  case 
for  a  mandate.  If  this  can  be  done,  as 
it  can  be  done  under  existing  circum- 
stances, why  put  the  country  into  a 
state  of  excitement  by  asking  for  a  man- 
date ? 

Now,     with    regard   to  dumpings 

dumping  may  be  very  innocent,  even 
welcome  in  some  cases,  but  in  other  cases, 
•when  a  great  industry  is  really  threatened, 
it  should  be  resisted.  But  here  the  pro- 
cess is  by  no  means  easy.  Where  it  is 
the  result  of  bounties,  as  in  sugar,  it  can, 
no  doubt,  be  met,  tf^pedient;  but  it 
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may  be  individuai  dumping,  and  where 
it  is  individual  dumping  it  is  difficiUt  to 
see  how  it  can  be  efiectually  met.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  impose  a  duty  on 
one  set  of  goods  dumped  and  not  on 
another  set.  We  have  not  quite  a  free 
hand  on  this  question  of  dumping.  If 
we  shut  out  dumped  goods  where  do  they 
go  !  They  are  not  thrown  into  the  sea. 
They  must  go  elsewhere,  and  with  what 
residt  ?  Ta^e  a  case.  The  American 
dumper  offers  us  for  £90  what  it  would 
cost  us  £100  to  produce.  We  refuse  it,  and 
it  goes  elsewhere.  [An  Hon.  Member  on 
the  QoVERNHBNT  Benches :  Where  ?] 
It  can  ootain  entrance  into  protected 
oonntries  notwithstanding  their  protec- 
tion, bnthasthehon.Membernever  heard 
of  neutral  markets  ?  Going  elsewhere  means 
competing  with  our  export  trade.  Yes, 
and  competing  successfully.  Because 
he  is  offering  for  £90  the  same  goods 
it  costs  us  £100  to  produce.  In  other 
words,  for  every  £90  of  dumped  goods 
which  we  shut  out  we  must  lose  £100  of 
our  export  trade.  This  is  not  all.  The 
dumped  goods  are,  in  the  main,  only  half 
manufactured,  and  the  cheaper  our  manu- 
facturers can  buy  them  the  cheaper  they 
can  turn  out  the  finished  produce,  and  the 
better  chance  of  exporting  it  at  a  profit. 
If  we  shut  out  dumped  goods  we  must  be 
prepared  to  encounter  competition  from 
countries  which  are  ready  to  take  the 
cheapest  raw  material  which  dumping 
provides.  There  is  another  case  which  I 
saw  in  a  Consular  Report  from  Hamburg. 
Qeimans  cannot  buy  their  ships  in  Ger- 
many. They  are  bu3ang  their  ships  in 
England,  made  from  their  own  iron, 
which  they  are  unable  to  buy  from  Ger- 
man makers  because  of  the  price. 
The  whole  principle  of  dumping  is  to  sell 
very  dear  at  home  and  to  sell  very  cheap 
abroad.  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  has  some  experience 
of  dumping,  and  has  no  doubt  very  con- 
siderable experience  in  large  iron  and 
steel  operati(niB,  bnt  others  tell  a  different 
story.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  is 
prepared  with  a  totally  different  story,  and 
Mr.  Hugh  Bell,  a  great  authority  on  the 
subject,  also  tells  a  different  story.  I 
am  no  defender  of  dumping  ^here  any  of 
our  industries  is  deliberately  attacked.  I 
stated  that  to  my  colleagues  and  to  the 
Prime  Minister.   All  I  do  aay  is  tiiat  I 


do  not  believe  you  can  devise  anything  to 
effectually  dispose  of  dumping.  But  if 
there  is  an  attack  on  any  one  of  our  great 
industries  we  should  be  bound  to  protect 
it.  The  question  may  be  asked,  "  If  you 
do  not  object  to  the  principle  of  retalia- 
tion, and  if  you  aie  Spared  to  deal  with 
dumping,  and  if  you  would  not  remain, 
content  in  a  case  where  our  Colonies  were 
attacked  in  consequence  of  allowing  us  a 
preference,  why  did  you  resign  ?  You  are  in 
agreement  with  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment expressed  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade."  Yes,  but  the  policy  of 
the  Government  when  I  left  went  much 
further  than  that.  No  doubt  there  was 
misunderstanding,  and  I  will  not  enter 
into  that  except  to  say  that  in  a  case  of 
that  kind  there  should  have  been  no 
possibiUty  of  misunderstanding.  I  ask 
any  Gentleman  who  has  been  a  member  of 
a  Cabinet  whether  he  can  conceive 
a  Prime  Minister's  coming  down  to  his 
Cabinet  on  such  a  vital  question  as  that 
without  disclosing  his  whole  mind  to  all 
his  Cabinet,  so  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  arrive  at  a  conclusion,  on  hearing  the 
whole  case  ?  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  on 
that  point.  I  regret  there  was  a  mis- 
understanding, and  in  my  opinion  there 
ought  to  have  been  no  room  ixst  mis- 
understanding. 

Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  said  he 
thought  some  explanation  was  desirable, 
and  even  necessary,  from  those  Ministers 
who  had  resigned  as  to  the  cause  of  their 
resignations.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
anything  more  on  the  very  delicate 
and  difficult  question  of  what  occurred 
at  ttie  moment  of  resignation;  bnt 
I  am  bound  to  refer  in  this  House  to 
certain  matters  which  preceded  l^e  final 
stage,  because  I  have  been  subjected  to 
a  good  deal  of  criticism— criticism  which 
was  often  not  correct  and  oftimes 
very  unjust;  and  I  feel  bound  to 
state  to  the  House  —  what,  indeed,  I 
have  said  elsewhere  on  more  than 
one  occasion — die  circumstances  in  which 
my  colleagues  and  I  b^an  to  diverge, 
The  original  proposal  was  that  the  com 
tax  should  be  used  for  preference. 
Naturally,  before  going  to  South 
Africa,  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
late  Colonial  Secretary  desired  that 
the  matter  should  be  settled.  Well,  I 
declined.    My  r^t  hon.  Jriend  vent 
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away  in  November.   I  declined  to  assent 
to  the  proposal  for  two  reasons.  First, 
I  declined  to  make  any  jorecast  months 
beforehand  of  what  I  might  be  able  to 
do  at  the  time  of  introducing  the  Budget. 
I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  being  done 
before.    I  have  been  in  Cabinets  for 
many  years  and  I  have  listened  while 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  proponnded 
their  proposals,  but  I  have  never  heard 
of  a  Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  being 
asked  to  settle  in  November  what  he  was 
going  to  do  at  the  next  Budget.    But.  of 
course,  my  main  objection  was  one  of 
policy.    I  felt,  though  it  seemed  a  small 
matter,  it  was  the  beginning  of  one  of 
very  great  importance  and  leading,  in  my 
o|Hnion.  to  taxation  of  food  of  all  kinds, 
and  ultimately,  if  it  were  to  be  acceptable 
to  the  Colonies,  of  raw  material.  That  was 
boimd  to  lead  to  protection.   My  right 
bon.  friend  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  suggested  it  would  be  possible 
to  be  in  favour  of  preference  and  yet 
opposed  to  protection.     I  differ  from 
him.    If,  by  a  tax,  com  is  protected 
it  will  be  impossible  to  refuse  a  demand 
for  the  protection  of  all  other  industries. 
T  will  do  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
the  justice  to  say  that  he  did  not  disguise 
at  all  that  it  was  a  policy  satisfactory 
for  the  moment,  but  mainly  satisfactory 
as  a  promise  of  other  thilags  to  come. 
For  these  reasons  I  declined  to  assent 
to  the  oom  tax  being  used  for  the 
inauguration  of  a  preferential  and  pro- 
tective   tariff,  at   least   without  the 
country  being- consulted.  When  the  late 
<7olonial    Secretary    returned   a  final 
decinon  had  to  be  taken.    Now,  my 
right    hon.   friend,    very    unfairly  I 
-consider,   in   a  speech  he  made  some- 
where, enlarged  me  with  "  rushing  "  my 
■colleagaeB  on  the   subject.    We  were 
■compiled  to  dtooBe.  he  said,  between 
agreeing  to  the  proposal  to  abolish  the 
•com  tax  and  accepting  the  resignation 
•of  OUT  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
we  conld  not  lose  him  the  day  before  the 
Budget.   Well,  if  I  had  been  guilty  of 
conduct  of  that  kind  I  should  properly 
have  deserved  reprobation.    It  would 
have  been  perfectly  unjustifiable  to  have 
put  a  pistol  to  the  head  of  my  colleagues 
and  say,  "Either  abandon  preference  or 
I  go  "  twenty-four  hours  b^ore  I  had  to 
deal  with  the  Budget.   That  would  have 
been  mouatrous  conduct  on  my  part.  My 
Mr.  JtUchie. 


right  hon.  Friend  returned  on  14th  Blanh, 
a  Cabinet  Council  was  held  on25thUaich, 
the  Budget  Council  on  Slst  March,  another 
Cabinet  Council  on  22nd  April,  and  the 
Budget  was  introduced  on  23rd  April. 
The  whole  of  that  time  my  colleagues, 
and,  indeed,  the  Prime  Minister  long 
before,  were  in  possession  of  my  firm 
determination  not  to  r«nain  in  office  if 
the  corn  tax  was  to  be  used  for  pre- 
ference.   I  have  said  tiliat  incorrect 
statements  were  made  about  this,  and 
my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
resumes  of  the  year  which  appeared  in 
The  Times  and  Standard,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  I  said  I  would  resign  if  the 
com  tax  was  not  taken  off.    That  was 
not  the  case.   If  my  colleagues  had  not 
agreed  with  me  about  the  remission  of 
the  com  tax  it  is  not  a  subject  upon 
which  I  should  have  considered  myself 
at  all  justified  in  resigning.   What  I  did 
say  was  that  I  would  not  as  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  inaugurate  this  pre- 
ferential movement,  which  I  coiisidered 
fraught  with  the  gravest  danger,  however 
much  I  desired  to  draw  this  country  into 
closer  union  with  the  Colomes,  and  if  my 
colleagues  thought  otherwise  then  they 
would  have  to  find  another  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.    Then  b^an  the  fiscal 
campaign,     during    which  preference 
blossomed   into   protection    pure  and 
simple;     speeches  were  made  in  that 
direction  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  and 
pamphlets  by  the  million  were  distributed 
under  the  superviiiou  of  my  right  h<n. 
friend.   I  know  that  the  Prime  Minister 
thought  that  this  kind  of  thing  might  go 
on  and  not  break  up  the  Cabinet.  But 
that  was  not  my  opinion ;  in  my  opinion 
the  position  would  have  been  intolerable. 
I  considered  it  necessary  as  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  come  to  the  House  and 
repudiate  in  the  strongest  terms  any 
association  with  the  proposals  which  weie 
being  made  by  the  late  Colonial  Sscretaiy 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land.    The  fiscal  campaign  proceeded. 
There  was  no  evidence  whatever  put 
before  myself  or  my  colleagues  who  had 
resigned  their  oMces  that  preference  and 
food  taxation  had  been  definitively  aban- 
doned, and — this  is  one  of  the  strongest 

goints — no  evidence  before  us  that  the 
olomal  Secretary  was  not  to  continue 
his  campaign.  In  these  circumstances 
nothing  rem^^Jpr^^^g^jtjoUeagues. 
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H  we  wen  to  ntun  om  adf^respect.  but 
to  leogn  oai  tMoos.  Party  loyally  would 
have  prompted  me  to  submit  to  much, 
but  where  I  believe  that  the  interests 
and  well-beii^;  of  the  country  are  inoou- 
sistent  with  adhesion  to  Party  I  cannot 
hentate  as  to  the  course  it  is  my  duty  to 
adf^t.  At  any  sacrifice  to  myself,  what 
I  bdieve  to  be  the  interest  of  the  ooontry 
mustprevail.  Thereisnoothercourseopeh 
to  a  public  man  if  public  life  is  to  remain 
pure,  as,  thank  God,  it  has  hitherto  been 
in  this  country.  Great  as  have  bden  the 
sacrifices  my  friends  and  I  have  had  to 
make — and  how  great  they  have  been 
only  those  who  have  made  such  sacrifices 
oan  thoroaghly  appreciate — I  am  glad  to 
think  that  in  the  result  they  have  not 
been  made  in  vain. 


«](r.  RANDLES  (Cumberland,  Cooker- 
month)  said  he  thought  the  proposals 
made  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  on  the  previous  evening,  when 
he  offered  to  refrain  from  voting  against 
them,  00  condition  that  the  Government 
should  discipline  their  Party,  and  put 
pressure  on  the  Conservative  organisations 
throughout  the  country  to  suppress  the 
opinion  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Party 
in  the  interests  ol  a  small  minority, 
offered  very  little  reward  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  course  he  suggested  they 
should  take.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Colne  Valley  had  on  the  previous  day 
mdicated  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  the 
iron  and  steel  trade  was  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  hon.  Member  was  asso- 
ciated with  a  branch  of  thatindustry  which 
was  not  prosperous,  that  was  to  say, 
in  the  manufacture  of  steel  rails.  Now, 
most  of  the  rails  made  in  the  United 
Kingdom  were  made  in  North  Lancashire 
and  in  West  Cumberland,  and  at  the 
present  moment  that  industry  was 
depressed.  Thousands  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  that  manufacture  were  now  in 
poverty  and  want,  employment  not 
having  been  possible  in  more  than  one 
month  out  of  the  last  three.  Along  the 
coast  there  are  fifty  blast  furnaces,  not 
more  tbao  ore-third  in  full  blast.  Each  of 
these  furnaces  means  £20,000  a  year  to 
railway  companies  tm  carriage,  as  well  as 
large  sums  in  wages  to  ore  and  coal 
miners,  brick-makers  and  scores  of  minor 
ioduBtries.   English  mannfaoturera — who 


had  found  markets  in  Russia,  Germany, 
France,  and  America — had  been  driven 
out  of  all  such  markets  by  hostile  tariffs. 
They  had  next  transferred  their  goods 
to  Canada,  South  Africa  and  to  South 
America;  and  now  our  manufacturers, 
owing  to  depression  in  the  United  States, 
were  driven  frath  once  more  insearch  of  new 
maifeets.  Without  these  export  markets 
we  could  not  give  permanent  employment 
to  those  engaged  in  the  steel  and  iron 
trade.  Dumping  was  perhaps  more 
prejudicial  to  British  manufacturers  in 
neutral  markets,  where  they  might  expect 
fair  play,  than  it  was  in  the  home  market. 
Ko  ingenuity  on  the  part  of  British 
manufacturers,  no  plant,  however  modern 
and  up  to  date,  would  enable  them  to 
overcome  a  tariff  wall  which  was  expressly 
designed  to  'exclude  them  from  a  market. 
If  the  Goveroment  could  show  him 
how,  by  retaliation,  they  could  remove 
the  effect  of  those  tariff  walls  he  should 
be  quite  satisfied  to  rest  there,  tt  was  a 
real  danger  that  we  might,  step  by  step, 
market  after  market,  lose  the  outlet  for 
those  manufactures  which  were  the  very 
life  of  our  industrial  population,  and  he 
viewed  with  considerable  concern  the 
effect  which  the  deliberate  policy  of 
foreign  and,  if  they  liked,  of  Colonial 
Governments  was  having  upon  the  ex- 
clusion of  our  manufactures  from  the 
markets  of  the  world.  Traders  and 
manufacturers  wanted  to  secure  a  wider 
market,  a  freer  trade.  The  Government 
had  to  look  out  and  find  fresh  markets 
for  our  industries.  Wp  read  in  the  papers 
that  so  much  gold  had  been  shipped  ^om 
South  Africa  to  London  and  that  so  many 
American  heiresses  had  arrived  in  the 
Metropolis.  They  were  interesting 
announcements,  no  doubt,  -but  it  was 
small  comfort  to  the  working  man  or  his 
family  who  could  buy  no  bread  because 
their  employment  was  gone  owing  to 
foreign  dumping  in  our  markets.  What 
they  wanted  was  free  trade  every- 
where, but,  like  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  was  in  no  sense  a  Ingoted 
free  trader.  He  should  like  to  see  out* 
puts  growing  and  spreading  every  day, 
for  they  must  recollect  that  our  borne 
trade  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  our 
people  employed.  It  was  facts  such  as 
these  that  we  ought  to  keep  in  view. 
They  shoukl  »mei|^g^^Vj<9J0^1t?^ 
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the  ancient  Qieek  who  remariced  that 
the  man  who  got  the  best  iron  woold  soon 
take  all  the  gold  from  GnesuB. 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY  (Northamberland, 
Berwick) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  Bat  down  said  quite  truly  that  he 
was  not  a  bigoted  free-trader.  In  that  I 
am  sure  we  all  agree.  He  made  an 
interesting  speech  because  he  gave  ub  at 
first  hand  some  definite  information  with 
regard  to  certain  industrial  facts.  Now 
we  want  to  get  facts  at  first  ^and ;  they 
are  always  welcome  to  this  House.  But 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  succeed,  in  my 
opinion,  in  drawing  any  very  definite 
conclusion  from  those  facts.  It  is  the 
conclusion  from  the  facta  on  which  every- 
thing depends.  He  told  us  that  certain 
steel  industries  were  not  doing  well.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  so,  but  what  is  the 
xeuxm  why  they  are  not  doing  well  1 
Why,  Sir,  the  reason  was  given  really  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Croydon.  He  pointed  out  that  our 
capital  has  been  greatly  depleted  by 
what  we  have  spent  on  the  war.  It  has 
been  greatly  depleted.  Everybody  knows 
it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  borrow 
money,  and  everybody  connected  with 
large  bumneases  knows  perfectly  well 
that  large  businesses  are  holding  theii 
hands  with  regard  to  capital  expenditure 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  raising  money. 
All  that  makes  for  contraction  of  trade. 

Mb.  handles  said  his  point  was,  not 
that  the  volume  of  trade  was  oontractii^, 
but  that  orders  were  being  given  to 
foretgnera  and  we  were  losing  orders. 

Sib  EDWARD|GRET  :  I  understood 
that  tike  h(m.Member*Bpoint  was  that  there 
was  contraction  of  trade  here,  and  the 
United  States  were  doing  our  trade.  Any 
one  listening  to  the  hon.  Member  would 
have  imagined  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  is 
no  contraction  of  trade  in  theUnited  States. 
In  the  last  autumn  the  output  of  steel  in 
the  United  States  has  been  reduced  by 
iicm  40  to  60  per  cent. 

Mb.  randies  said  that  was  the 
reason  which  he  gave  why  the  United 
States  had  come  into  our  market — because 
there  was  depression  in  the  United  States. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  said  they  had 
reduced  the  output — they  are  not  making 
Mr.  Bandies. 
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so  much.  Theyhavegot  a  de^ession  or  re- 
duction of  trade  at  least  as  severe  as  ours  at 

home.    Protection  has  not  saved  them 
from  that.   And  they  are  "dumping" 
their  goods.   Where  are  they  "  dumping  " 
th^?  Into  Canada,  according  to  title 
hon.  Member's  own  showing,  a  country 
with  high  protective  duties.  Therefore 
protective  dutiee  do  not  save  them  from 
"dumping,"  because,  on  his  own  show- 
ing, Canada  has  suffered  (from  his  point 
of  view)  from  the  "  dumping  "  of  American 
goods.  '  That  is  where  I  dispute  the  oon- 
clusions  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
drawn.  He  will  excuse  me  if  I  do  not 
proceed  to  deal  with  the  rest  of  his 
case,  because  I  think  most  of  it  was 
included  in  the  ground   covered  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  <rf  Trade, 
who  spoke  yesterday,  and  to  that  I 
am  coming  presently.    Now  this  debate 
is  not  only  a  long  debate,  but  a  very  b- 
terestingone.    There  are  so,  many  points 
of  view  to  be  represented.   There  is,  of 
course,  tiie  Oppontion  point  of  view,  which 
on  this  occasion,  no  doubt,  does  include 
the  general  feelbg  of  the  Oppontion  to 
the  Grovemment.    But  it  is  more  than 
that.   It  is  not  m^ly  our  common  dis- 
agreement with  the  Government;  it  is  our 
real  and  deep  apprehension  that  there  is 
on  that  side  of  the  House  a  policy  which 
is  making  for  national  disaster.    But,  be- 
sides our  point  of  view,  there  are  hoD. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
who  want  to  avoid  voting  against  the 
Government   if   they    can,   and  hon. 
Members  who  want  to   vote  with  the 
Government,  but  find  a  difficulty  ie 
doing    so.     Then     there     are  the 
protectionists,  who  will  vote  for  the 
Government  willingly,  because  at  present 
they  have  nothing  better  to  vote  for, 
and  there  are,  I  suppose,  some  Members 
who  will  vote  for  tiie  Government  policy 
because  they  really  approve  of  it.  Well. 
Sir,  of  all  these  different  points  of  view  I 
think  the  Government  policy  is  the  least 
interesting,  it  is  the  least  intelligible,  and 
I  venture  to  think,  it  is  the  least  important. 

But  what  is  very  important  is  the 
ccmdnct  of  the  Government.  Not  only 
this  House,  but  the  colleagues  of  the 
Government  and  the  country,  ever  since 
this  question  was  raised  have  suffered 
from  the  misunderstandings  and  oonfusioi] 
which  have  arisen.  We  know  that  last 
session  ther<^,^^|y^  t,|iGi^@^«buKUng. 
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We  were  iuvited  to  a  diacusdon  in  this  |  would  not  entitle  them  to  go  fortiier  and 
House,  and  th^  were  told  that  we  could  |  carry  ont  a  pohcy  of  preferaice.  From 
not  have  it  except  on  a  vote  of  oensare.  j  the  point  of  view  of  exclusion — the  nega- 
I  need  not  dwell  on  the  painful  tive  side  of  the  Grovemment  policy — the 
misunderstanding  which  came  early  ^  Government  have  been  perfectly  explicit, 
in  the  autumn,  to  which  the  right  hor.  ;  and  if  an  election  were  to  take  place  to- 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon  and  |  day  and  a  Parliament  elected  which  con- 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Ealing  ,  tained  a  majority  suppoctiag  them  tike 
have  referred,  which  has  left  a  painful !  Government  would  be  precluded  during 
impression  in  our  xmblic  life.  How  have  ,  that  Pariiament  from  dealing  with  pre- 
these  mi8nnder8tfUldiI^p9  c(mie  about  ^  ference,  and,  I  understand,  from  den^g 
They  have  come  about,  in  my  opinion,  '  with  protection  also.  That  is  not,  I  am 
trom  this — that  the  Government  will  bound  to  warn  the  Presideat  of  the  Board 
treat  this  question  of  fiscal  policy,  not  as  I  of  Trade,  the  opinion  held  by  many  of 
a  question  of  principle,  not  as  a  question  >  his  supporters.  The  Prime  Minister 
of  right  or  wrong,  but  as  a  question  of  desires  a  change  in  public  opinion  which 
tactics.  We  have  not  had,  I  am  f^aid,  will  render  the  adoption  of  preference 
the  last  <A  the  misunderstmdings  yet. '  possible.  If,  a  few  montiis  or  a  year 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  hence,  the  Government  were  to  say  that 
for  Bristol  is  going  to  vote  for  the  the  change  which  they  desired  had  taken 
Government  because  he  is  satisfied  with  place  and  preference  were  to  be  included 
their  policy.  He  approves  of  the  course  in  the  policy  before  the  country  at  the  next 
which  they  are  steering.  lam  not  sur-  election,  every  one  will  feel,  after  what  has 
prised  that  he  approves  of  the  Govern-  passsd,  that  there  had  bsen  a  breach  of 
ment's  course,  but  I  am  surprised  at  his  faith,  at  any  rate,  with  the  right  hon. 
confidence  in  t^^'n^^g  that  course  will  be  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol, 
maintained.  1^  remans  on  board  the  1 1  do  not  accuse  the  Goremment  <tf  any 
ship  because  for  the  moment  the  course  intention  of  not  going  through  with  their 
which  is  being  steered  is  one  of  which  he  |  declared  policy  of  fighting  the  next 
approves.  But  the  hon.  Member  for  election  on  liberty  to  negotiate  only,  and 
Darlington  told  him  yesterday  that  five-  '  excluding  preference  and  protection, 
sixths,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  Party  I  But  it  is  beyond  their  power  to  keep  the 
opposite  disapprove  of  that  course,  and  issue  to  that.  They  cannot  make  that 
intfflid  to  chaiue  it ;  and  when  it  is  the  only  issue ;  they  cannot  make  it  the 
ohanged  they  will  throw  the  right  hon.  chief  issue  b^ore  the  country.  Can  they 
Genueman  l^e  Member  for  Bristol  over-  prevent  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
board.  I  trust  that,  if  that  happen^  he  Member  for  West  Birmingham  from  being 
will  not  be  above  accepting  a  helpii^  before  the  country,  and  can  they  separate 
hand  even  from  an  unexpected  quarter,  him  from  his  policy  ?  Does  not  every 
The  course  of  the  Government  meets  with  one  know  that  he  announced  his  policy 
his  approval  now,  and  they  have  under-  by  saying  that  he  was  "  in  for  a  big 
taken  a  responsibility  in  regard  to  it.  fight  ? "  Yes,  Sir,  it  is  a  big  fight,  and. 
They  are  going  to  have  his  vote  on  what  so  far,  the  Governmsnt  have  de^ared  no 
understanding?  On  the  understanding,  policy  with  regard  to  this  fight  except 
if  there  is  anything  in  understandings  at  that  of  neut^ity.  Sir,  it  is  the  policy 
all,  not  merely  that  that  is  their  course  of  Korea  in  the  war  batween  Russia  and 
now,  but  that  that  is  the  course  they  Japan,  and  it  is  worth  about  as  much 
mean  to  stand  by  for  a  reasonable  time —  for  the  purposDS  of  practical  politics, 
they  mean  to  stand  by  their  announced  The  whole  question  in,  not  what  the 
policty,  not  for  an  hour  or  a  day,  but  at  Government  policy  is,  but,  in  this  fight 
least  for  the  next  election.  Wtiat  is  that  between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
policy  1  Not  the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Membex  for  West  Birmingham  and  those 
GenUeman  the  Member  for  West  Birming-  who  disagree  with  him,  which  side  do  the 
ham.  Every  one  knows  the  statement  |  Government  mean  to  take  ?  The  right 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  i  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  fight  the 
that  if  an  appeal  were  made  to  the  next  election  on  his  policy.  On  which 
electors  and  a  majority  were  returned  in  '  side  is  the  Government  goiug  to  fight  ? 
favour  of  the  Government  policy  that  I  Are  they  going  to  ligll^J^t^l^gfeiut 
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him  ?  Axe  they  going  to  wait  to  see 
whether  he  wins  beiore  they  fight  at  all  ? 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
reproached  us  on  this  side  of  the  House 
withjbeing  fiscal  pdicy  Quakers.  Fiscally, 
he  made  a  fighting  speech.  But  did 
it  not  occur  to  him  that  his  most 
dangerous  foes  are  those  of  hi»  own 
household  t  Did  it  not  occur  to]  him 
that  the  fight  is  raging  now,  and  the 
question  which  the  country  is  asking  is — 
On  which  side  is  victory  to  be  ?  Are 
they  going  to  stand  aside  at  the  i^tical 
moment  and  take  no  part  in  the  fig^t  ? 
No,  they  are  tiding  a  part  in  the  fi^t— 
some  ol  them.  The  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  taken  part 
in  the  fight.  He  wishes  to  rob  his  own 
Government  of  one  of  the  supporters  of 
their  policy  in  order  to  add  to  the 
supporters  of  the  Birmingham  policy, 
which  is  not  that  of  the  Government. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  No. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Surely  he  has 
opposed  a  supporter  of  the  Government 
policy  as  declared  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  He  has  exposed  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Wiltshire  in  the 
interests,  not  of  this  side  of  the  House,  but 
in  the  interests  of  a  supporter  of  the  Bir- 
mingham policy.  He  is  so  generous  that 
he  wishes  to  rob  his  own  Government  of  a 
supporter  of  their  policy  in  order  to  add 
one  to  the  supporters  of  a  policy  which  is 
not  theirs.  Surely,  if  the  Government 
are  to  play  a  part  which  is  worthy  of  any 
Qovemment,  they  must  discontinue  giv- 
ing their  support  to  candidates  who  sup- 
port a  policy  which  is  not  theirs,  or  else, 
after  the  next  election,  they  may  be  in 
this  position — they  may  find  that  the 
policy  which  is  now  excluded  from  their 
own  has  •btained  a  majority  in  the  next 
Parliament,  and  they  will  have  to  say, 
"  Yes,  we  are  very  sorry ;  it  was  not  our 
policy,  but  all  the  candidates  whom  we 
supported  were  in  favour  of  that  policy 
and  we  must  now  give  way  to  circum- 
stances which  we  could  not  help."  That 
will  not  be  an  honourable  or  worthy 
position.  But  if  the  Government  ate  to 
re-establish  themselves,  one  thing  more 
they  must  do.  They  must  stop  the 
flow  of  individual  opinion,  and  give 
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us  more  of  the  collective  opinion  of 
the  Government.  We  seem  to  be  get- 
ting nothing  but  individual  opiucHu; 
but  we  have  a  right  to  have  the  ojnnioa 
of  the  GoTemment  and  not  a  mere 
collection  of  the  opinions  of  individoab. 
Even  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  though  he  did  apeak  largely  for  the 
Grovemment,  spoke  also  largely  an  indi- 
vidual opinion,  and  he  has  been  followed 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
who,  having  begun  by  saying  that  the 
Govonment  had  placed  a  ptmcy  before 
the  country,  then  de^t^  an  exhaustive 
speech  to  defending  the  policy  which  was 
not  that  of  the  Government,  but  the 
policy  of  protection. 

To  protection  I  will  come  presently. 
First  let  me  have  a  word  on  the  policy  of 
liberty  of  negotiation,  which  I  obaovc 
indudes  retaliation.  Their  policy  is  t^t 
liberty  of  negotiation  mast  be  backed 
by  retaliation,  or  else  it  is  not  worth 
anything.  On  that  they  say  they  must 
have  an  election  before  they  can  have 
liberty  of  negotiation.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  proper  way  of  dealing  with  the 
question  at  all.  I  will  not  labour  the 
point  because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  already  raised  it.  Do  iAnej  consider 
the  Sugar  Convention  Bill  an  example 
of  the  policy  of  retaliation  or  not  %  It  is 
often  quoted  as  an  example  on  th^r  side. 
If  it  is  there  is  no  need  to  go  to  the 
country  before  presenting  us  with 
another  example.  If  it  is  not  an  ex- 
ample let  them  cease  to  quote  it.  I  do 
not  object  in  the  least  to  talk  about 
liberty  of  negotiation  and  retaliation.  I 
believe  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Montrose,  who  lud  down 
three  conditions.  I  once  laid  down  five 
conditions  myself,  but  three  of  them  are 
the  same,  and  I  abide  by  his  conditions, 
I  do  not  object  to  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Brutol  said 
with  regard  to  retaliation.  He  says  he 
has  no  objection  to  it  in  principle,  nor 
have  I.  He  says  he  can  imagine  many 
instances  in  wluch  it  would  be  nnprofit* 
able  or  worse  for  this  country,  and  so 
can  I.  He  also  says  he  can  imagine 
many  instances  in  which  it  would  be 
useful  to  this  country,  but  there  I  differ 
with  him,  and  until  he  states  those 
instances  I  can  only  be  content  with 
saying  that  I  have  less-imagination  than 
the  right  hoifiJsCteAtMiQ^i&ember 
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for  West  Bristol,  but  I  think  I  may  say 
I  have  an  open  mind  on  the  subject. 
We  have  got  no  question  before  us  of 
retaliation  at  this  moment,  and  with  all 
respect  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  I  say  he  did  not  provide  a  very 
convincing  instance  that  retaliation  has 
succeeded.  We  want  facts  to  go  on.  In 
history,  where  it  has  been  tried,  other 
countries  have  raised  their  duties  against 
each  other ;  they  have  marched  up  the 
hill  and  found  it  unpleasant,  and  then 
they  have  marched  down,  and  after  much 
suffering,  after  the  operation  of  the  war 
was  over,  found  that  trade  was  improved. 
Give  me  an  instance  in  which  the 
eventual  gain  has  beeu  greater  than  the 
loss  incnnred  by  the  contesting  countries. 
I  have  not  got  that  iastance  yet.  Thesg 

firotectionist  countries,  with  their  weapons 
oaded,  had  no  more  efFect  on  the  Dingley 
and  MoKinley  tarifis  than  free  ti^e. 
C^rmany  was  as  helpless  with  the 
BfoKinley  tariff  as  we  were.  In  the  year 
after  the  IkfoElinley  tariff  was  imposed 
the  German  exports  increased  by  Z4:  per 
cent.,  and  British  exports  by  60  per  cent. 
We  were  helpless  before  them,  we  both 
suffered  from  the  blow,  but  Great 
Britain  recovered  with  more  elasticity 
and  vigour  than  the  protectionist 
countries.  Surely  on  the  Government 
policy  we  have  nothing  to  discuss.'  If 
yon  go  to  the  country  there  is  noticing  to 
discuss,  because  you  cannot  discuss  re- 
taliation withoat  a  case  before  you. 
You  could  not  go  to  the  country  on 
liberty  to  go  to  war  without  saying 
whom  you  are  to  go  to  war  with.  If 
you  go  to  the  couptry  on  a  policy  of 
liberty  to  go  to  war  I  should  say  that  I 
agree  entirely  with  the  policy  that  the 
Government  should  have  liberty  to  go  to 
war,  on  one  condition,  and  that  is  that 
they  would  get  the  authority  of  Farlia- 
mept  first.  If  you  go  to  the  country  on 
liberty  to  negotiate,  or  retaliation,  you 
have  nothing  to  discuss,  and  all  I  contend 
for  is  that  you  shall  not  retaliate  with- 
out coming  to  Parliament  first  for 
authority.  If  that  really  be  the  policy 
of  the  Government  as  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  describes  this  ab- 
stract liberty  to  negotiate  and  retaliate — 
if  that  really  be  their  policy — then  I  say- 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
is  iofiiutely  nearer  to  us  on  this  side  of 


the  House  than  he  is  to  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Uember  for  West 
Birmingham.  If  his  policy  is  only  that 
abstract  liberty  to  negotiate  and  retaliate, 
and  if  it  excludes  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham,  then  he  is  much  nearer  to 
us  than  the  Birminglum  policy.  He  said 
that  he  differs  not  at  all  ^m  the  objects 
of  the  Birmingham  policy,  bat  with 
methods.  We  can  all  say  that  too. 
What  are  the  alleged  objects  1  More 
goodwill  and  closer  union  with  the 
Colonips.  More  prosperity  for  British 
trade.  Those  are  the  objects  of  all 
of  us.  It  is  not  a  difference  about 
objects,  but  it  is  the  methods  which  form 
the  whole  difficulty.  The  objects  we  all 
agree  with,  but  the  methods  we  dread 
because  they  will  not  secure  the  objects, 
in  fact  they  would  be  disastrous  to  those 
objects.  The  Commission  which  is  now 
sitting  is  not  engaged  in  drawing  up  a 
tariff  for  hypothetical  retaliation,  but  it 
is  drawing  up  a  permanent  tariff,  and  one 
which  is  intended  to  be  permanent. 
When  the  Secretary  for  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  speaking,  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Greenwich  asked  him,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  whether  the  Government  in- 
tended it  to  be  a  permanent  tariff,  and 
the  hon.  Member  replied  quite  simply 
and  frankly  that,  as  an  Under-Secretary, 
he  could  not  go  further  into  the  policy  of 
the  Government.  Everybody  who  has 
been  an  Under-Secretary  will  accept  that 
answer  as  adequate.  Everybody  who  has 
been  a  member  of  a  Government  knows 
the  high  value  which  is  placed  upon  the 
reticence  of  Under-Secretaries,  but  the 
question  did  not  disturb  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  least.  He  quito 
rightly  said  be  could  not  answer,  but  J 
do  not  think  he  minded  the  question. 
He  wants  a  permanent  tax,  and  if  he  does 
not  get  it  from  the  present  Government 
he  is  looking  forward  to  get  it  from  some- 
one else,  and  this  unofiicial  Commission  is 
engaged  in  drawing  up  a  tariff.  I  can 
imagine  what  the  proceedings  at  that 
Commission  will  be,  what  wrestling  and 
wrangling  and  log-rolling  there  wil  be 
before  they  agree.  And  if  their  tariff 
comes  to  be  placed  before  this  House  for 
acceptance,  the  scenes  of  that  CommisBion 
will  become  the  scenes  of  this  House> 
and  we  shall  settleu<|,t,tiffif  ^I^fo^ltbe 
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called  a  scientific  tariff,  but  which  will  be 
settled  not  by  science,  but  by  political 
log-ndUng. 

Let  me  now  come  to  the  speech 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Boaid  of 
Trade.  I  entirely  admit  the  ability  of 
that  speech,  and  he  always  excites  my 
admiration,  but  he  always  fills  me  with 
distrust — I  do  not  mean  of  his  personal 
character,  but  of  the  soundness  oi  his 
arguments.  He  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
master  in  stating  something  which  appears 
to  be  an  answer,  but  which  is  not  really 
an  answer  to  what  has  come  from  this 
side  of  the  House.  He  said  we  attached 
too  much  importance  to  the  cheapness  of 
goods.  He  said  trade  is  better  when 
prices  are  high,  and  bad  when  prices 
are  low.  That  sounds  very  well,  but 
it  is  entirely  irrelevant  to  our 
point.  Trade  is  good  when  prices 
are  rising  only  when  the  rise  comes 
from  the  expansion  of  the  natural 
demand  for  goods.  Protection  might 
raise  prices,  and  yet  it  would  not  make 
good  trade,  and  why  ?  Because  the  rise 
in  fvice  is  to  come  not  from  the  expan- 
sion of  a  natural  demand,  but  from  re- 
stricting the  supply.  Supposing  by  some 
nnimaginable  catastrophe,  the  output  of 
iron  and  steel  was  redaced  by  one  half 
and  could  not  be  expanded,  you  would 
have  a  rise  in  prices  but  very  bad  trade. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
dealt  with  the  question  of  the  excess  of 
exports  over  imports,  and  he  quoted  the 
United  States  as  a  prosperous  country. 
How  does  he  account  for  that  great  excess 
oi  exports  over  imports  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon 
answered  that  point,  and  answered  it  rom- 
l^etely.  May  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  wishes  to  see  our 
exports  exceed  our  imports  ?  If  he  does, 
there  is  one  way  in  which  it  can  be  brought 
about.  Let  us  embark  in  another  great 
war.  Let  us  have  to  borrow  some 
hundreds  of  millions  until  we  are  unable 
to  raise  it  in  this  country,  and  have  to 
raise  it  abroad,  and  then  our  exports  will 
exceed  our  imports  because  they  will 
have  to  go  to  pay  our  debts,  and  no  one 
on  the  other  side  will  stand  up  and  say 
that  oar  trade  is  good  then.  Free  im- 
ports are  in  our  opinion  one  of  the 
essmtial  conditions  to  our  present  pros- 
perity. I  am  reluctant  to  trouble  the 
House  with  quotations,  and  I  will  not 
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;  give  one  from  Gobden,  bot  I  must  return 
;  to  what  the  expectations  of  those  who 
:  introduced  free  trade  were,  and  how  they 
'  have  been  realised,  and  I  would  com- 
mend this  extract  to  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Board  of  Trade,  who  has  been  stndy- 
;  ing  the  history  of  that  time.   Here  is 
what  Sir  Robert  Peel  said  in  carrying 
free  trade.    Did  he  look  forward  to  our 
remaining  the  sole  manufacturing  country 
in  the  world,  and  other  countries  supply- 
,  ing  OS  with  raw  materials  ?   On  the 
I  contrary,  he  looked  forward  to  more 
j  severe  competition,  after  the  time  of  free 
trade,  in  manufactured  goods  with  foreign 
I  countries  than  we  had  ever  known  before. 
I  He  says — 

"The  contiimance  <A  pennanent  peace  will 
'  expose  OS  to  more  extoirive  and  more  formid* 
able  competition  with  foreign  natioiu  with 
respect  to  muinfactores.  Dtuing  war  we  com- 
manded the  supply  of  ostaons.  Peace  has 
introduced  not  onfy  new  consumers  but  also 
formidable  manufacturing  interests.  In  order 
that  we  may  retain  onr  pre-eminence,  it  is  of 
the  greatest  imputanoe  tiiat  we  ncf^eot  no 
(^portnnil^  ol  seoiiring  to  ooTBelves  thoee 
advantages  by  which  utat  pre-eminence  oao 
alone  be  secured.  Sir,  I  firmly  believe  that 
abundance  and  cheapness  of  provisions  is  one 
of  the  constituents  by  which  the  oontinaance  of 
manufaotnriug  and  commercial  pre-eminence 
can  be  maintMned." 

Conditions  have  changed  since  that 
time.  That  is  true,  but  in  my  opinion 
they  have  changed  in  the  sense  of  making 
those  words  even  more  true  and  more 
necessary  to  us  than  they  were  at  the 
time  they  were  spoken.  We  build  more 
ships  in  a  year  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
world  pat  together,  an  extraordinary  fact 
for  an  island  of  this  size  with  a  popula- 
tion of  this  size,  more  ships  not  merely 
than  the  greatest  country  in  the  world 
in  size  and  population,  not  merely  than 
a  group  of  countries,  but  than  all  the 
world  put  together.  I  am  astonished  at 
the  fact.  Some  hon.  Members  who  sup- 
port the  Birmingham  policy  appear  also 
I  to  be  astonished  at  the  fact  for  another 
■  reason.  They  seem  to  be  astonished 
that  any  other  countries  build  any  ships 
at  all.  I  am  astonished  at  the  amount 
we  do.  Does  anybody  really  believe 
that  free  imports  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that  extraordinary  success  1  Some 
of  the  hopes  of  the  original  free-traden 
have  not  been  realised,  yet  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  them  have  been,  and  some 
results  which  the^  nev^^g^^  and 
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eonld  haidly  have  imagined  at  that  time 
have  been  teiUised. 

Now  how  would  protection  work  ? 
Ts  it  going  to  give  more  employ* 
ment  and  higher  wages  I  Take  the 
instance  given  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton. 
He  gave  the  instance  of  steel  imported 
from  the  United  States— dumped  I  sup- 
pose— which  is  used  in  this  country  to 
make  steel  tubes  which  are  again  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States.  What  is 
the  protectionist  theory?  That  the 
United  States  steel  ought  never  to  have 
come  here  at  all,  that  it  displaced  so  much 
employment  in  this  country.  Very  well, 
keep  it  out,  put  the  price  up  to  a  price 
which  will  satisfy  Mr.  Brailsford  or  some 
other  great  expert  in  the  matter,  some 
one  whose  works,  for  whatever  reason, 
are  not  doing  as  well  as  he  expects. 
Keep  out  the  American  steel.  How  do 
you  know  that  the  steel  tubes  would  be 
made  at  all,  and  if  they  were  not  made 
at  all  there  would  be  no  demand  for  the 
corresponding  steel  in  this  country,  and 
by  keeping  it  out,  so  far  from  giving 
extra  employmeot,  you  would  have 
destroyed  the  employment  of  the  steel 
tube  trade,  and  you  would  not  get  extra 
employment  in  the  steel  trade  because 
yoa  would  have  diminished  the  demand 
for  it  at  home.  So  also  in  the  case  of 
ships.  Keep  out  your  dumped  steel 
plates.  Well,  they  will  go  to  other 
countries.  Protection  will  not  keep  them 
out  of  other  countries,  because  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cockermouth,  who  has  just 
sat  down,  complained  that  dumped 
American  goods  go  into  Canada.  They 
will  go  to  other  countries  and  our  ship- 
building trade  will  not  maintain  its 
pre-eminence,  because  we  shall  have 
given  up  that  exceptional  advantage 
which  distinguishes  us  from  other  enter- 
prising nations  who  might  build  ships  in 
c<nnpetition  with  us.  Yes,  that  is  where 
I  think  hon.  Members  fail  to  see  the 
point  when  they  say  that  producers  and 
Gonsomers  ought  to  be  classed  together. 
They  say  we  axe  wrong  in  drawing  a 
distinction  between  producers  and  con- 
sumers. Well,  in  a  sense  they  most  be 
classed  together.  Their  interests  are  the 
same.  \  The  producers  in  the  shipbuilding 
trade  are  the  consumers  in  the  steel 


trade,  and  the  interests  of  consumtrs 
and  producers  both  together  make  for 
the  policy  of  free  imports.  It  has  not 
been  proved  that  protecticmist  countries 
without  free  imports  can  really  maru- 
facture  more  cheaply  than  we  can  do. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
gave  a  case  which  will  be  within  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  of  how  by 
being  secure  of  the  home  maricet,  as 
well  as  having  the  field  in  the 
open  market,  you  can  prodiue  more 
cheaply  by  extending  your  works. 
That  was  a  hypothetical  case.  It 
is  not  proved  that  it  is  really  the  fact 
that  they  produce  more  cheaply.  If  you 
can  give  one  trade  that  advantage  and 
one  trade  alone,  if  you  can  guarantee  to  one 
trade  the  home  market,  and  say :  "  You 
shall  have  free  imports  <^  all  you  require 
and  be  secure  in  the  possession  of  the  home 
market."  I  think  that  would  be  true.  But 
then  you  cannot  do  that  for  one  trade 
alone,  and  what  we  contend  is  that  under 
protection  the  loss  by  having  to  pay 
more  for  your  half-manufactured  raw 
material,  and  the  loss  incurred  through 
rings  aiul  trusts,  more  than  takes  away 
the  advantage  which  the  producer 
acquires  from  having  his  home  market 
guaranteed  to  him.  Does  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  really  believe  that 
the  protectionist  ooimtry  has  the  free-trade 
country  at  its  mercy  1  If  he  does  he  must 
wish  that  we  should  not  only  become 
protectionist,  but  that  the  United  States 
shoidd  become  free  trade.  It  used  to  be 
a  commonplace  on  both  sides  that  if  the 
United  States  became  free  trade  our 
manufacturers  would  be  more  hardly  run 
in  ths  competition  of  the  world.  That  is 
what  follows  from  the  argument  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  We 
have  had  many  statements,  some  of  them 
perfectly  true,  that  all  is  not  well  with 
our  trade,  but  we  do  not  get  it  proved 
that  protection  would  be  any  remedy. 
That  is  where  the  protectiomst  case 
falls  through.  We  have  had  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gockermouth  giv- 
ing in8tanc3s  of  trades  that  are  not 
doing  well.  Yes,  Sir,  but  I  think  the 
evils  are  exaggerated.  Undoubtedly  yon 
can    find    industries    which  are  not 
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{ailing  off.  Bat  it  ia  not  jvoved  that 
protection  is  a  remedy.  A  mined  indus- 
try is  not  in  itself  evidence  that  the 
country  is  doing  badly.  You  may  go  to 
any  great  city  and  be  told  that  there  used 
to  be  a  trade  there  which  does  not  now 
exist;  but  you  will  find  that  the  city 
has  grown  and  that  it  is  richer  and  more 
populous  than  it  was.  And  whatdo  you 
find?  Why  over  and  over  again  yon 
viU  find  tiiat  trades  have  disappeared — 
poor  trades  paying  low  wages  and  making 
small  profits — and  that  t&y  have  been 
killed,  not  by  foreign  competition,  bnt  by 
the  rise  of  other  and  more  profitable 
trades  paying  higher  wages. 

I  turn  to  the  question  of  colonial 
preference .  I  spoke  of  misnnderstandings. 
Misundeistandings  between  mpmbers  of 
the  Oovemment  are  nothing  in  mischief 
compared  with  misunderstandings 
between  ourselves  and  the  Colonies. 
This  policy  is  to  bind  the  Empire 
together.  Without  it  we  are  told  that  the 
Empire  will  fall  to  pieces.  We  teeat  the 
Colonies  well  to-day  and  they  recognise  it 
freely.  They  lecognise  the  advantage  of 
the  Imperial  conneotirai.  Our  Fleet,  our 
whole  resources,  are  at  their  disposal.  A 
small  matter  iu  which  a  small  colopy  is 
interested  is  a  matter  which  the  whole  of 
OUT  resources  may  be  used  to  support. 
Our  diplomatic  and  Consular  services 
are  at  their  disposal,  our  whole  machinery 
of  Government  is  theirs,  and  we  press 
them  for  nothing  in  return,  and  rightiy 
so.  What  they  give  us  we  take  gladly, 
but  we  do  not  prei?s  them  and  they  treat 
us  well.  Everybody  knows  in  this 
country  that  we  recognise  freely  and 
gladly  what  the  Colonies  have  done  for 
us,  and  if  this  goodwill  were  crowned 
by  free  trade  within  the  Empire,  no  doubt 
it  would  be  a  grand  thing.  But  that  is 
not  a  bai^ain.  That  is  throwii^  down 
all  barriers  oooe  and  for  all,  and  unfortu- 
nately that  is  not  in  question  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  not  before  this 
country,  it  is  not  before  any  colony,  it  is 
not  in  contemplation  in  the  Birmiugham 
policy.  The  Colonies  think  they  are 
being  asked  in  return  for  the  Birming- 
hun  poli<^  for  what?  Not  for  free 
trade  withm  the  Empire,  but  simply  that 
they  should  raise  their  duties  against 
the  foreigner.  I  am  much  more  ipterested 
in  the  duties  which  the  Colonies  impose  on 
British  goods  then  in  the  duties  they 

Sir  Edwaj-d  Grey, 


[ONS}  for  an  Address).  89ft 

impose  on  fcseign  goods.  I  would  much 
rather  not  ask  them,  '*  Will  yon  raise  your 

duties  against  foreigners  ?  "  but  "  Will 
you  lower  your  duties  on  British  goods  i  '* 
Thay  have  told  us  quite  plainly  that  tiiey 
cannot  do  so.  The  Canadiui  Finance 
Minister  has  told  us  that  Canada  cannot 
further  lower  her  duties  on  British  goods. 
Mr.  Deakin  has  told  us  the  same  for 
Austxalia,  and  that  free  trade  within  the 
Empire  was  imfvacticable.  Mr.  Deald^ 
has  goue  further  and  has  explained  that 
preference  may  mean  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonies  not  a  lowering  of  duties  bnt  a 
raising  of  duties.  He  said  that  befwe 
giving  a  preference  to  the  mother  country 
the  South  African  Federation  raised 
their  duties  25  per  cent.,  and  that  if 
Australia  could  take  the  same  step  itwould 
notbecoodemned.  Sir,thati8adangeroaa 
misunderstanding.  The  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  has  been  quoting  Carlyle  and 
Ruskin  lately.  There  was  nothing  Carlyle 
denounced  more  than  the  danger  of  a 
cash  nexm.  It  is  a  cash  nexui  we  ha\e 
been  asked  to  establish  between  oarselvea 
and  oar  C(Jonies.  We  are  not  drawing 
them  towarcU  free  trade  by  the  Bir- 
mingham policy,  but  they  are  drawing 
us  towards  protection.  It  is  an  essential 
condition  in  their  minds  that  they  should 
be  left  free  under  preference  to  protect 
their  own  manufacturers  against  British 
competition,  and  then  give  us  mach 
more  protection  against  the  foreigner,  if 
you  please.  Bat  that  is  not  what  tius 
country  thinks  is  before  it.  Thecoantor 
has  been  led  to  suppose  that,  under  the 
Birmingham  policy,  the  Colonies  will 
lower  their  duties  and  admit  British  goods 
on  lower  terms.  There  is  where  the 
danger  of  the  misunderstanding  comes  in, 
said  there  is  whe:re  the  Colonies  and  we  are 
being  deceived,  and  the  reactitm  after  great 
ezpectatitnu  will  do  more  harm  to  tiie 
Imperiid  connection  than  people  coooeiTe 
possible.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to  be 
perfectly  plain  to  the  Colonies  in  this 
matter,  to  admit  that  if  they  choose  to  be 
protective  they  are  free  to  remain  pro- 
tective. But  get  this  question  back  on 
to  sober,  sensible  lines  and  let  them  rely 
on  the  goodwill  and  sympathy  with 
which  we  regard  tfaoir  progress  and  pros> 
perity — goodwill  and  sympathy  are 
weak  words — the  joy  and  pride  with 
which  we  regard  their  progress  and 
prosperity.   We^jp^^tjoRe)  J^IJ^us  gol 
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each  other,  thinking  that  the  prosperity 
of  one  is  a  damage  to  another  We  see 
in  the  British  Empire  a  number  ci  separ- 
ate independent  units,  for  that  is  what 
they  are,  looking  on  the  prMperity  of 
eat^,  indeperdent  though  it  be,  with  joy 
And  pride,  and  that  is  the  unique 
thing  in  the  British  Elmpiie.  Idretid  the 
efFect  which  may  have  been  brought 
about  already  from  the  disappoint- 
ment which  wi  i  come  when  the  Colonies 
lihoioughly  understand  tiiat  the  idea  in 
-the  minds  of  people  over  here  is  that  we 
Are  to  press  them  towards  free  trade 
Ijefoie  they  are  ready  to  take  a  step  in 
:fchat  ctiieotioD. 

I  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Fraest  of  Dean 
that  we  must  not  make  too  mnch  of 
-the  prosperity  argument.  Our  first 
business  is  to  defeat  this  disastrous 
policy.  Do  not  let  that  blind  us  to  what 
remains  to  be  done.  Depend  upon  it 
that  if  yon  embark  on  this  policy  of 
-tariffs  the  scramble  which  will  take  place 
will  drive  ont  the  discussion  of  these 
social  problems.  All  we  contend  for  is 
that  in  the  last  two  generations  we  have 
made  progress,  more  slowly  than  peoplr 
would  like,  but  still  progress,  and  we  see 
the  possibiUty  of  progress,  and  we  are 
-convinced  that  the  conditions  of  life 
will  become  better.  The  distribution 
of  wealth  wiU  become  more  evenly 
distributed  foovided  we  do  not  interfere 
witih  tiie  prosperity  of  the  country.  But 
to  maintain  l^eraosperitT'  of  the  country 
18  the  essential  o<mditi(m  of  progress; 
and  it  is  because  we  believe  that 
this  policy  will  damage  the  prosperity 
•of  the  country,  and  will  not  only 
demoralise  our  politics  and  depress  our 
trade,  but  postpone  indefinitely  any 
question  of  sooial  reform,  that  I  shall 
support  the  Amendment  of  1^  right  hon. 
O^tlemau. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  very  much 
regret  that  before  I  ofier  to  the  House 
the  few  remarks  I  desire  to  make 
•on  the  Amendment  under  considera- 
tion, I  have  to  deal  with  a  personal 
matter  which  has  been  referred  to  by  so 
many  speakers  in  the  debate,  and 
especially  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
whose  eloquent  speech  has  just  been 
-delivered.  I  am  accused  of  having  gone 
down  to  the  country  to  support  a  candi- 


date who  is  a  supporter  what  is  known 
as  the  tariff  reform  polity,  and  to  oppose 
a  Gentleman  who  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Oovemment.  I  have  been 
attacked,  not  only  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
and  others,  but  by  my  noble  friend  the 
Member  for  Greenwich,  who  has  put  his 
case  into  the  dearest  and  most  forcible 
terms;  and  I  do  feel  that  my  noble 
friend  ought  to  have  hesitated  before  he 
made  so  grave  a  charge  against  me  of 
using  my  position  as  a  Minister  and  de- 
parting from  the  best  traditions  of 
public  life,  and  ought  to  have  ascertained 
that  he  was  accurate  in  his  facts.  My 
noble  friend  laid  down  the  conditions  for 
himself,  and  I  take  them  as  he  laid  them 
down.  In  his  speech  last  night  ike 
hoD.  Member  for  Greenwich  sud — 

"  There  VM  an  instance  of  something 
Btronger  than  paradox.  That  a  Muuster 
should  go  down  and  oppose  a  ConserraUTe 
Member  for  sake  en  a  policy  whioh  Us 
Leader  had  not  adopted,and  which  his  ooUeagues 
bad  now  repodiated— should  oppose  one  who 
hod  been  a  supporter  of  him  bo  long  as  he  was 
loyal  to  the  faith  of  the  Party  ;  thiat,  indeed, 
was  a  violatitm  of  all  the  traditions  of  Party 
Qovemment  and  of  the  best  traditions  <tf 
public  life." 

Well,  if  1  had  acted  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  stated,  or  as  my  poble  friend, 
suggests,  I  roniesa  I  would  have  been 
surprised  myself;  and  I  am  bound  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  reference  to 
the  actual  facte  which  occurred.  The 
dissatisfaction  expredsed  by  the  consti- 
tuency of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
the  Chippenham  Division  of  Wiltehire,  for 
his  action  in  Parliament,  had  been  mani- 
fested in  many  ways,  and,  as  he  knows, 
for  a  ctmsiderable  time  before  the  fiscal 
policy  was  ever  introduced. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER :  I  am 
sorry  to  interrupt  my  right  hon.  friend, 
but  I  cannot  accept  his  statement.  Dis- 
content with  my  action  and  attitude  has 
never  been  expressed  from  any  public 
point  of  view,  but  only  by  the  official 
organ  of  the  Conservative  Party. 

Mk.  WALTER  LONG :  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  convey  the  suggestion  that  there 
had  been  an  official  meetii^  of  the  Party, 
and  I  wish  to  disclaim  the  smallest  desire 
to  do  any  injustice  to  my  hon.  friend. 
He  and  I  are  much  too  old  personal  friends 
for  that.   ButI  ^ilJ,^S|^^^5|g^on. 
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friend,  in  addressing  his  constituents 
with  a  courage  and  candour  which,  in  my 
judgment,  did  him  infinite  credit,  and 
which  I  should  have  expected  of  him,  did 
not  limit  himself  to  fiscal  leform,  but 
stated  that  he  condemned  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  education 
and  also  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of  the  Amy  and  military  matters.  Uy 
hon.  friend  further,  in  a  very  remarkable 
sentence,  admitted  that  he  had  been  a 
first-class  misdemeanant,  and  said  that 
he  did  not  propose  to  trouble  his  con- 
stitoents  with  the  bng  list  of  his  offences 
under  tiie  head  of  local  government  and 
other  similar  questions.  It  was  upon  that 
statement  that  action  was  taken  by  my 
hon.  friend's  constituents,  who  started  the 
candidatxire  of  a  gentleman,  not  as  a 
supporter  of  fiscal  reform,  but  as  a 
supporter  of  His  Majesty's  (Jovemment. 

Sib  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER :  I  do 
not  want  to  nnneoessarily  interrupt  my 
right  hon.  friend,  bat  I  cannot  accept 
the  account  he  has  given.  I  hope  that  I 
may  be  permitted  an  opportunity  later  on 
of  replying  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
[Cries  of  "Go  on."]  Well,  if  I  may  be 
permitted,  I  will  give  the  House  my 
version  of  the  case.  At  t^e  meeting  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred, 
I  told  the  Association  that  I  had  taken 
certain  actaon  in  this  House  last  year 
with  regard  to  the  Army  scheme  of  the 
Goremment,  and  in  that  action  many 
Members  on  my  own  side  associated 
themselves  much  more  prominently  and 
ably  than  I  did ;  but  the  best  vindication 
of  my  action  was  the  fact  that  in  the 
autumn  shufiBe  of  the  Government  three 
Ministers  who  were  iraponsible  for  that 
scheme  were  left  out  and  three  others  put 
in  their  place.  Since  there  has  been  an 
alteration  in  the  Army  scheme  I  have  not 
had  the  desire,  or  the  inclination,  to  say 
one  single  word  against  the  Army  admin- 
istration of  the  Government.  With 
regard  to  education,  when  the  Bill  was 
before  the  House  I  did  not  vote  for  any 
Amendment  against  it,  nca  did  I  actively 
oppose  it  at  any  of  its  st^;es;  but  I 
pointed  out  that  I  thought  the  provisions 
dealing  with  the  voluntary  schools  were 
not  tenable  under  the  altered  conditicms, 
and  could  not  last ;  that  they  were  not 
practicable,  and  would  shortly  have  to  be 
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altered.  There  are  many  Members,  I 
believe,  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  hold 
a  simitar  opinion. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  do  not  quite 
understand  why  my  hon.  friend  inter- 
rupted me,  because  he  has  only  confirmed 
the  original  statement  1  made.  He 
expressed  with  courage  and  clearness  to 
the  meeting  of  tAie  Conservative  Associa- 
tion his  objections  to  the  Government 
policy  ou  two  very  substantial  questions, 
education  and  .A^my  reform,  and  said 
that  on  these  questions  he  proposed  to 
adopt  the  Radical  view.  It  was  because 
of  my  hon.  friend's  views  on  general 
questifms,  outside  fiscal  reform,  that  the 
local  association  decided  that  he  no  longer 
represented  their  viem.  So  anxious, 
however,  was  the  chairman  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  find  a  bridge  for  my  hon.  friend 
tbat  he  corresponcbd  with  him,  and 
endeavoured  to  get  him  to  declare  that 
he  would  be  a  supporter  of  the  Unionist 
Party  at  the  next  election  on  their  general 
policy.  I  hope  that  my  hcu.  friend  does 
not  (Uspnte  that  t 

Sir  J,  DICKSON-POYNDER :  When 
I  know  what  tlie  policy  is. 

\/ 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  If  my  hon. 
friend  had  dedared  his  intention  of  stand- 
ing as  a  Unionist  or  Conservative  sap- 
porter  of  the  Government  he  would  have 
bad  the  widest  field.  If  his  opposition 
had  been  confined  to  fiscal  reform,  nothing 
would  have  indaced  me  to  oppose  him. 
Further,  I  venture  to  say  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  such  a  declaration 
as  that  suggested  to  him,  or  such  a 
declaration  as  had  been  made  by  my 
noble  friend  the  Memberfor  Greenwic^Ust 
night,  there  would  have  been  no  opposition 
to  him  by  any  members  l^e  Party^ 
and  cert^nly  not  by  the  Qovemment. 
So  far  as  lam  personally  oonoemed, I  am 
entitled  to  say  that  I  am  a  resident  in 
the  county  represented  by  my  hon. 
friend,  an  elector  in  his  division,  and  a 
member  of  the  Association,  and  that  I 
acted  in  what  I  believed  to  be  the  ri^t 
way,  and  in  conformity  with  what  I 
believed  to  be  custom  and  practice.  I  do 
not  think  I  deserve  the  charge  which  was 
brought  against  me  by  my  noble  friend 
the  Member  for  Greenwich 


Digitized  by  Vj 


oogle 


901     Kin^i  Speech  {Motion     {10  Februarv  1904}       for  an  Address). 


902 


I  pass  from  that  explanation,  wfaioh  I  j 
was  boond  to  make,  of  my  own  conduct 
and  action,  to  the  Amendment  which  is  i 
undei  diaciunon.   I  am  bound  to  say,  i 
having  been  an  attentive  listener  to  this  ' 
debate,  that  I  heard  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  who  has  jnst  spoken 
with  peonliar  satisfaction.    The  right  ^ 
hoD.  Banmet  always  makes  eloquent  and  < 
powerful  oontribntions  to  ooi  debates, 
and  generally  makes  a  practical  sugges- 
tion at  the  end  <A  them.   In  the  debate  i 
to  which  we  have  been  listening  there  has 
been  a  nngolar  want  of  practical  sugges- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  who  have  been  j 
criticising  His  Majesty's  Qovemment,  | 
The  Govemmrat,  they  say,  have   no  | 
policy   of    their   own.     They    then  j 
endeavour  to  show  that  the  declarations  i 
of  the  Prime  Minister  at  Sheffield  aod  I 
Manchester  have  been  altered  by  some- ' 
thing  whidi  has  taken  place  smoe,  or  by 
speeches  in  this  House,  and  they  theo 
turn  to  a  general  attack  upon  and  oon- 
demnatiop  of  that  which  is  not  the  policy 
of  the  Goverument  but  which  is  the 
scheme  of  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary.  I 
have  been  attacked  in  the  course  of  these 
debates  more  or  less  sev«ely  because  of 
certain  statements  I  have  made  during 
the  recess  in  my  constituency  and  else- 
where;  and  it  has  been  said  that  I 
ought  not  to  have  remained  a  member 
of   the   Government    if    I  were  pre- 
pared to  make    such    statements.  I 
confess    I    am    astonished    at  any 
conunept   of  that  kind    having  been 
passed.   Believing,  as  I  do,  that  this 
scheme      drawing  closer  t<^ether  t^e 
Colonies  and  the  mother  country,  of 
which  there  are  many  advocates  on  that 
side  of  the  House  as  on  this,  is  one  which 
I    think    to   be    worth  considerable 
sacrifices  to  carry  out,  if  it  could  be 
worked  out  properly,  and  if  the  Colonies 
were  able  to  make  satisfactory  replies  to 
our  proposals — I  am  not  dealing  now 
with  the  question  of  proposals  but  with 
the  future  of  the  scheme  as  a  whole — and, 
holding  that  view,  I  think  it  would  not 
be  candid,  or  that  I  should  not  be  play- 
ing a  proper  part,  if  I  had  not  told  my 
constituents  and  others  who  did  me  the 
honour  to  listen  to  me  what  my  views 
were.   Surely  the  question  whether  I 
should  remain  in  the  Government  or  not 
is  not  a  question  that  tiiose  outside  the 
Government,  who  oan  know  but  little  of 


what  passes  between  colleagues — and  I 
say  that  dehberately  because  we  beard  a 
great  deal  to-day  at  second  and  third 
hand — I  am  not  of  coarse  referring  to 
my  right  htm.  friend  the  ex-Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer — I  am  referring  to  sug- 
gestions made  as  to  conversations  between 
Ministers — surely  the  question  whether 
it  was  right  or  not  that  I  diould  remain 
a  member  of  the  Cabinet  was  a  question 
for  the  Prime  Minister  and  myself.  I  need 
hardly  say  to  the  House  of  Commons  in 
which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  sitting 
for  a  great  many  years  and  which  is  as 
good  a  judge  of  personal  character  as  any 
Assembly  or  gathering  of  men  in  the 
world,  that,  however  low  the  House  of 
Commons  may  rank  my  powers  to  dis- 
oha^  the  duties  which  have  fallen 
upon  me  since  I  have  been  here,  I  am 
confident  they  will  not  charge  me  with 
action  unworthy  ot  an  English  gentleman 
such  as  I  should  have  been  gui^  of  had 
I  remained  in  the  Government,  no  longer 
beii^  in  agreement  with  my  colleagues. 

I  pass  from  that  to  the  Amendment. 
After  all,  it  is  ^ood  Par^  fightins  t3 
bring  charges  agamst  Ministers  <oi  m&Dng 
cooflictii^  statements,  and  it  is  xwrfectly 
legitimate  that  right  hon.  Oentlemen  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  should  do  their 
best  to  weaken  our  position  if ,  in  anything 
we  have  said  we  have  not  acted  as  we 
ought  to  have  acted.  I  must,  however,. 
K'peat  what  has  been  said  more  than 
once,  namely,  that  I  am  mwe  and  more 
astonished  as  the  debate  has  progressed 
at  the  determinati<m  of  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men and  hon.  Gentiemen  opposite  to 
carry  it  on  in  the  absence  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  Surely  that  conviction  must 
have  been  forced  on  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
and  hon.  Gentlemen  themselves.  Almost 
every  speaker  has  gone  into  matters,  has 
made  demands,  and  has  pressed  questions 
which  every  man  who  has  been  in  a 
Cabinet  knows  can  only  with  propriety 
be  answered  by  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment himself.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Prime  Minister  the  debate  has  lost  nearly 
all  its  interest  and  value.  I  feel,  how- 
ever, from  my  own  point  of  view  that, 
great  though  the  loss  has  been  which  has 
been  sustained  by  the  absence  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  there  is  one  very  good 
reason  to  rejoice  that  the  d^ate 
has  taken  place,  and  that  is  because 
it  has  given  an  occasion  for  the  speech 
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of  ihA  nght  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Brietol.  If  there  had 
been  no  other  contribution  to  the 
debate  than  that  speech  I  should  say 
that  tlie  occasion  had  been  well  utilised, 
because  my  right  hon.  friend  not  only 
summed  ap  the  case  in  a  manner  which  I 
am  sure  commanded  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but,  further,  he  indicated  that  in  regard 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government — the 
policy  of  retaliation — not  only  was  he 
prepared  to  approve  of  it  in  certain  cases 
but  he  urged  its  prompt  adoption.  We 
heard  the  speech  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
introduced  his  Amendment  and  other 
speeches  like  that  of  the  right  hon. 
-dentteman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton. In  both  those  speeches,  and 
in  many  other  speeches,  we  have  heard 
•condemnation  of  the  Government  and 
xiritidsm  of  every  proposal  we  have  made 
having  for  its  object  the  arrest  of  bad 
trade  and  the  improvement  of  the  in- 
dustrial condition  of  the  country.  In  the 
<peech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  we  have  had, 
however,  a  practical  suggestion,  and, 
therefore,  if  we  have  gained  nothing  else 
fr<»n  this  debate  we  have  had  that 
advantage.  We  are  told  that  the  policy 
■of  the  Government  is  an  nnreal  policy. 
We  are  told  by  my  noble  friend  the 
Member  for  Ealing  that  if  we  only  mean 
retaliation  why  have  all  this  bother  and 
upset  in  the  country,  and  that  we  could 
do  it  without.  My  right  hon.  friend  the 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his 
speech  to-day  made  a  statement  of  what 
to<^  place  in  the  Cabinet  on  the  occasion 
which  immediately  preceded  his  resigna- 
tion and  other  resigpations.  With  re- 
ference to  that  statement  I  would  only  say 
this,  I  was  present  on  those  occasions 
and  I  am  bound  honestly  to  say  that 
my  memory  does  not  exactly  tally 
with  my  hon.  friend's,  but  here  I 
feel,  and  I  am  quite  sure  my  right  hon. 
friend  will  agree  with  me,  that  it  would 
rot  be  proper  that  anyone  but  the  Prime 
Minister  should  deal  with  my  tight  hon. 
friend's  version  of  what  happened.  I  for 
one  regret  the  necessity  which  led  my 
right  hon.  friend  to  leave  the  Cabinet,  and 
we  all  listened  to  his  statement  to-day  with 
a  fall  realisation  that  we  had  lost  vala- 
Hfi:  Jf'altei-  Long. 


able  services.  I  myself  lost  my  right 
hon.  friend  as  a  colleague  with  very  great 
regret  because  he  was  an  old  guide  and 
leader  to  me  in  my  early  days  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  is,  however,  impossible 
for  me  or  for  any  other  member  of  the 
Cabinet,  except  the  Prime  Minister,  who 
alone  is  tespcmaible,  to  deal  wit^  the  c^ues- 
tion  of  what  happened  in  the  Cabinet. 
Indeed  I  thought  it  unnecessary  on  the  part 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  to  give  us,  as  he  did. 
a  description  of  what  passed  in  the  time 
of  Sir  Robert  Perl  in  order  to  emphasise 
what  he  said  the  policy  of  a  strong  Prime 
Minister  would  be.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wants  to  attack  tiie  Prime 
Minister  let  him  wait  until  the  Prime 
Minister  comes  back,  when  the  Prime 
Minister  will  be  able  to  answer  him,  and 
I  shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  the 
Prime  Minister  does  not  satisfy  tiie 
House  of  Commons  that  the  course  he 
followed  was  perfectly  right  and  proper. 

It  is  said  we  have  no  policy  at  all, 
that  the  policy  of  retaliation  is  not  a  real 
one,  and  could  be  adopted  without 
coming  to  the  House  of  Cconmons  or 
witJiout  the  authonQr  of  a  general  elec- 
tion. 1  am  not  quite  sure  how  it  is 
suggested  that  we  should  proceed 
except  by  the  plan  we  have  adumbrated. 
Is  it  suggested  that  it  should  be  done  by 
Order  in  Council  ?  If  so,  that  is  the 
very  policy  which  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  condemned.  They  have 
demanded  to  know  from  us  whether  in 
the  application  of  these  principles  the 
power  of  Parliament  wouM  be  removed 
and  they  have  been  told  that  that  would 
not  be  the  case.  They  then  surest  that 
we  want  no  new  authority  and  that  we 
can  do  all  that  is  necessary  as  r^ards 
retaliation  against  other  countries  with- 
out coming  to  Parliament  or  going  to  the 
country.  I  venture  to  say  there  is  voy 
little  justification  for  that  view.  Techiu- 
cally  it  may  be  accurate  that  we  conld 
put  in  force  this  policy  without  the 
authority  of  Parliament  or  that  of  the 
country  having  been  obtained  at  a  general 
election.  But  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
this  is  to  be  an  effective  weapon,  if  it  is 
to  be  one  that  can  be  used  usefully — and 
I  believe  its  greatest  usefulness  will  be 
found  in  the  power  of  using  it  rather  than 
in  actually  using  it — it  can  only  be  so 
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when  it  is  known  tliat  the  Qovernment  of 
this  country  have  been  authorised  by  the 
Parliament  and  people  o!  this  country  to 
nse  retaliatory  powers,  when  necessary,  in 
order  to.  prevent  injustice  being  done  to 
our  own  industries.  Then  I  believe  the 
effect  of  that  knowle(^e  would  be 
almoet  as  powerful  as  would  be 
the  actual  imposition  of  retaliation. 
But  that  would  be  impossible  unless  the 
Government  are  clothed  with  the  power 
and  authority  of  Parliament  and  the 
country.  That  disposes  of  the  argument 
that  we  have  the  power  now.  What  is 
the  other  a^ument^  That  retaliation 
is  ttseleas.  A  great  deal  of  the  argument 
of  this  debate,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
opinions  advanced  and  the  figures  quoted, 
must  be  taken  after  all  as  figurative  of 
the  opmions  of  different  Parties  holding 
distinctly  different  views,  who  have  put 
forward  from  their  side  of  the  House 
what  they  think  will  justify  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  policy  of  retaliation.  Hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  advaoKe  their  own 
Btatistacs  in  mAet  to  support  their  own 
view,  but  a  great  deal  must  depend  on 
the  expectations  realised  in  the  future. 
"We,  at  all  events,  believe  that  retaliation 
is  an  effective  weapon.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Glasgow,  who  made  yesterday  what 
I  venture  to  say  was  an  extremely  able 
and  interesting  speech,  however  opinions 
may  differ  in  regard  to  its  arguments, 
settled  ^at  case  in  an  extremely  able 
manner.  We  believe  that  the  statistics 
he  advanced  are  correct  and  because  we 
believe  that  the  conclusions  which  he 
anticipated  will  be  arrived  at,  so  we  think 
the  policy  of  His  Majesty^s  Government 
will  be  accepted  by  Parliament  as  a 
|ffaotical  and  sensible  poUcy. 

Bfy  hon.  friend  said  damping  was 
one  of  the  things  we  really  had  to 
deal  with.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  said  you  will 
never  stop  thd  dumping ;  whatever 
you  may  do,  it  will  go  on,  whatever 
your  policy  may  be,  whatever  your 
powers  of  retaliati<ai  may  be.  No  doubt 
it  is  perfectly  true  that  all  damping  will 
not  be  stopped,  but  we  believe  that  a 
great  deal  <^  that  dumping  which  has 
been  most  injurious  and  destructive  to 
the  industry  of  this  country  would  be 
stopped  if  we  have  the  power  we  ask 
Paniament  to  give  us.  Another  argu- 
ment advanced  is  that  this  damping  on 
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the  whole  is  rather  a  good  thing,  that  we 
are  not  justified  in  putting  an  end  to  it. 
But  that  is  not  the  view  of  the  majorit}' 
of  practical  business  men  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  and  I  havi; 
endeavoured  to  make  myself  familiar 
with  the  opinion  of  representative  men 
of  business  throughout  the  country,  and. 
almost  without  exception,  the  case  they 
put  is  that  in  many  instances  capital 
could  be  employed  in  greater  amount  and 
with  greater  advantage,  and  that  greater 
employment  could  ba  given  to  the  work- 
ing man  here  if  there  was  such  interfer- 
ence with  the  practice  of  dumping  as  they 
believe  could  be  effected  ii  we  had  the 
powers  <rf  retaliation.  That  is  the 
opinion  of  business  men  in  this  country. 
What  was  the  opinion  of  business  men  in 
others  ?  I  find  in  the  Industrial  Com- 
mission held  in  America  in  1900-1901 
Mr.  Charles  Schwab,  the  president  of 
the  Steel  Commission,  described  how 
damping  in  his  country,  under  the  wall 
of  high  tariffs,  enabled  them  to  derive  great 
advantt4^,  and  kept  their  manufacturers 
fully  employed;  that  is  to  say,  while  in 
their  own  country  they  were  able  to  sell 
their  produce  at  a  pr(^t,  they  were  also 
able  to  make  a  profit  on  goods  dumped 
down  in  this  country,  and  sold  under  cost. 
[An  Hon.  Mbmbbb:  How  about  the  Steel 
Trust  ?  ]  I  do  not  think  that  is  any  argu- 
ment at  all,  because,  if  Mr.  Schwab's 
evidence  is  trustwfflrthy,  the  more  steel 
made  the  more  would  be  dumped 
here.  All  these  ai^^ments  point  to 
one  conclusion,  and,  as  my  hon.  friend 
said  yesterday,  all  practical  business  men 
make  the  same  demand,  and  surely  it  is 
worth  while  to  try  by  some  such  means 
as  those  we  have  suggested  to  prevent 
this  state  of  thin^,  which  lessens  the 
demand  for  labour  in  this  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  this 
Amendment  said  he  did  not  dispute  that 
there  was  some  case  made  out  for  the 
consideration  of  a  remedy  for  this  serious 
state  of  things.  Now  we  have  been  told 
the  policy  we  suggest  is  no  use,  and  that 
the  policy  of  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
is  one  that  would  l^ing  ruin  and  destruc- 
tion on  this  coontry;  but  no  other  polioy 
has  been  suggested  although  these  evils 
admittedly  exist.  It  may  be  urged  by 
some  .that  everything  is  so  prosperous 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  any 
alteration,  bat  they  are  oQly  a  nnall 
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mmoiitT'.  The  great  majority  of  tiiose 
who  have  dUcnssEd  this  queatioD  admit 
that  there  are  evils  to  he  removed  and 
cured.  At  all  events  the  pohcy  of  the 
Government  is  a  real  policy  of  action, 
while  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  rest  themselves  purely  on  criticism, 
and  make  no  proposals  of  their  own. 

Mb.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) said  that  the  House  would  not  be 
disposed  to  criticise  very  harshly  the 
action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
regard  to  the  bon.  Member  for  the 
Chippenham  Division,  as  that  action  had 
now  been  explained.  But  surely  it  was  not 
usual  for  Cabinet  Uinisters  to  concern 
themselves  very  much  with  the  driving  out 
of  recalcitrant  or  onotthodox  members 
from  their  own  Party.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  he  went  dovn  to 
Wiltshire  in  his  private  capacity. 

Mb.  VTALTERLONG:  No. 

Mb.  WINSTON  CHUECHILL:  Itwaa 
partof  tiie  complaint  against  the  Govern- 
ment tbat  no  one  could  ever  tell  whether 
a  Minister  was  speaking  in  his  private  or 
in  his  official  capacity.  No  one  had  been 
less  strict  than  the  right  hon .  Gentleman  in 
confining  himself  to  the  official  policy 
of  the  Government;  and  though  he  had 
just  made  a  speech  to  which  no  one 
could  take  exception,  in  the  country  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  had  put  forth  very 
dmerent  doctrines  and  employed  a  very 
difierent  tone.  It  was  unfortunate,  there- 
fore, that  the  right  hon.  Gkntleman 
should  be  the  first  to  make  an  attack 
on  one  who  for  so  many  years  had  given 
him  consistent  support.  The  speech  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
seemed  to  take  no  account  of  the  realities 
M  the  present  situation,  and  to  be  remote 
fnnn  the  real  cmidition  by  which  it  was 
surrounded.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  suggested  that  the  10  per  cent,  duty 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  was  for  revenue  pur- 
poses only.  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man believe  that  the  ugly  rush  to  join 
the  Tarifi  Commission  proceeded  from 
any  exalted  enthusiasm  for  revenue; 
that  those  wealthy  manufacturers  sitting 
ir  conclave  day  after  day,  and  defraying 
their  own  expenses,  were  there  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  discovering  a  new  source 
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(tf  revenue  to  balance  the  Budget  of 
Imperial  preference  1  The  Presi&nt  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  had  complained  that 
the  Government  were  abused  and  attacked 
as  if  they  were  a  protectionist  Govern- 
ment wishing  to  carry  out  a  protsctionist 
policy,  and  suggested  that  that  was  an  ud- 
warranted  assumption,  if  not  an  invention. 
He  would  state  the  auccesaiTe  incidrata 
which  had  led  them  to  Uiat  possibly  mis- 
taken conclusion.  First,  the  late  Colonial 
Secretaiy,  while  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  permitted  to  make  pretectionist 
speeches,  to  send  protectionist  letters,  and 
to  flood  the  country  with  protectioniet 
literature.  What  would  have  been  said  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel  if  he  had  set  up  a  private 

Srinting  press  at  Tamworth  ?  The  Frine 
[Inister  had  been  careful  in  his  speeches 
to  use  language  which  neither  excluded  nor 
discountenanced  the  policy  advocated  bj 
the  then  Colonial  Secretary;  the  Party 
Press  had  been  practically  unanimous  in 
preaching  protection.  If  the  right  hoc. 
Gentleman  read  The  Times  he  would  have 
seen  that  very  odd  fre9>trade  notions  were 
being  expressed  in  the  newspapers  which 
most  regularly  supported  the  Govern- 
ment. At  by-elections  protectionist  candi- 
dates had  stood  on  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  with  the  full  support  and 
countenance  of  His  Majes^s  Hinisten. 
Then  there  were  the  measures,  more  or 
less  severe,  which  had  been  taken  against 
those  members  of  the  Unionist  Party  who 
had  been  actively  engaged  in  combating 
protection.  Perhaps  hon.  Members  were 
aware  that  he  himself  had  to  rely  upon  the 
daily  Press  for  information  as  to  the  coarse 
of  business  in  this  House.  Then  there 
was  the  ejection  from  the  Cabinet  of  the 
free-trade  Minist^,  whose  places  were 
taken  in  every  case  by  representatives  of 
the  most  extreme  protectionist  opinion  in 
Parliament,  and  lastly,  there  was  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  In  the  face  of  these  facts 
could  it  be  said  that  they  were  imreason- 
able  in  imagining  that  there  was  io  the 
country  a  real  protectionist  movement, 
thatthey  wereconfroutedwith  areal  move- 
ment for  the  Mtablishment  of  a  general 
and  permanent  tarifi,  that  the  Government 
sympathised  with  that  movement,  and 
were  prepared  to  aid,  abet,aDd,  if  possible, 
profit  by  it  %  His  right  hon.  friend  bad 
made  a  remarkable  sp^h  which  had  not 
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ncetved  from  the  Party  Press  the  atten- 
tion one  might  have  expected  from  the 
nature  of  the  declarations  it  contained. 
He  had  declared  that  he  and  the  Govern- 
ment were  opposed  to  the  principle  and 
theory  of  protection ;  he  had  declared 
against  food  taxes,  even  after  the  next 
election;  he  had  declared  against  an 
average  10  per  cent,  ad  vitorem  duty  on 
foreign  manu&ctured  goods ;  and  he  had 
stated  that  there  was  to  be  no  retaliation 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament  in  each 
epecial  and  particular  case.  It  was  true 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  nsed  a  lot  of 
vague  language  of  uncertain  import  to 
soothe  the  feelings  of  his  protectionist 
supporters,  who  might  not  unreasonably 
have  been  disquietedbythosededarations. 
Fersonidly  he  would  be  quite  content 
with  the  language  and  declarations  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
power  to  give  efiect  to  them.  If  they  had 
been  made  six  months  earlier  he  thought 
there  would  have  been  no  great  pro- 
tectionist movement  in  the  country,  no 
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view  to  possible  eventualities.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  stated 
that  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
fight  for  free  trade.  Where  would  free 
trade  have  been  now  if  it  had  been  left  to 
the  champions  on  the  Treasury  Bench  ? 
If  tiiere  was  in  England  and  Scotland  a 
strong  growing  and  embattled  opinion, 
ready  to  fight  against  any  attempt  to 
revert  to  protection,  it  was  due  to  the 
exertions  of  the  Liberal  leaders,  the  exer- 
tions and  sacrifices  of  private  people  who 
did  not  usually  take  much  part  in  poUtics, 
and,  let  it  never  be  forgotten,  the  sacrifices 
of  the  free-trade  Ministers  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House.  ^These  events 
had  produced  a  profound  impresuon  upon 
the  public  mind,  and  a  sensible  alteration 
in  the  existing  balance  of  Parties  in  the 
country.  It  would  take  more  than  one 
hesitating  speech  to  remove  the  impres- 
sion these  events  had  caused  or  to  avert 
the  consequences  to  which  they  might 
lead. 

The   President    of    the    Board  of 


Free  Food  League,  no  Tariff  Reform -Trade  had  divided  his  speech  into  two 
Committee,  no  speech  by  the  President  of 
the  liocal  Government  Board  against  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Chippenham  Division 
of  Wiltshire,  and  perhaps  no  resignations, 
or  only  one  resignation,  from  the  Cabinet 
in  the  autumn.  But  there  was  such  a 
thing  as  making  declarations  too  late. 
Not  only  had  they  been  confronted  with 
the  offi(nal  acts  of  hostility  to  the  cause  of 
free-trade,  which  he  had  enumerated,  but 
free-trade  Members  of  the  Unionist  Party 
had  been  threatened  by  the  Tarifi  Reform 
League.  Mr.  Ratclifie  Cousins  in  his 
letter  stated — 


"  This  League  has  by  resolution  determiQed 
to  opimae  the  return  of  free-fooder^  whether 
UoioniBt  or  Radical,  and  vu  Bholi  nao  the 
whole  of  oar  tnganisation  for  this  objeoL* 


parts,  in  one  of  which  he  spoke 
for  himself,  and  in  l^e  other  for 
tdke  Government.   So  far  as  he  spoke 

for  himself,  he  (the  speaker)  accepted 
his  statements  unreservedly,  and,  as  a 
free-trader,  was  grateful  for  his  emphatic 
though  tardy  declaration  of  faith  ;  but  in 
view  of  what  occurred  since  the  beginnii^ 
of  this  dispute,  he  could  not  put  the  same 
ctmfidence  in  the  statements  which  he 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Government.  While 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
remained  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  he  could 
not  believe  that  the  assurances  which 
had  been  ^ven  were  founded  on  the  con- 
scientious c(mvictionB  of  a  united  Cabinet. 


They  seemed  much  more  likely  to  be  a 
And  a  prominent  member  of  the  League,  .  tactical  expedient  suggested  by  the  results 


who  had  declared  himself,  heart  and  soul, 
with  its  objects,  was  now  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  !  In  face  of  the  danger  with 
which  they  conceived  themselves  to  be 
confronted,  the  free-trade  Unionists  had 
been  compelled  to  take  steps  more  or  less 
Berious,  and  in  some  oases,  irrevocable. 
They  had  had  the  unpleasant  business  of 
differing  with  old  friends  and  fighting 
their  organisations,  and  in  some  cases  new 
oi^anisations  had  had^to  be  formed  with  a 


of  recent  by-elections  and  rendered  desir- 
able by  the  approaching  division.  How 
could  it  be  known  that  after  further  by- 
elections  another  Government  attitude 
would  not  be  taken?  It  could  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  Prime  Minister, 
when  he  succeeded  Lord  Salisbury, 
stated  at  the  Carlton  Club  that  the 
policy  of  the  Conservative  Party  should 
not  be  altered,  but  within  a  year  he  de- 
clared at  Sheffield  that  he  jiroposed.  to 
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make  a  fundamental  alteration  of  the 
liscal  policy  of  the  last  two  generations. 
There  was  not  much  danger  of  the  Union- 
ist free-traders  deserting  the  cause  of  free 
trade.  If  only  the  issue  were  put  plainly 
enough,  he  believed  there  were  100  Con- 
sarvative  Members  who  would  rather  go 
out  of  public  life  than  support  a  definite 
fully-developed  plan  of  protection.  But 
theie  was  a  danger  that  in  the  existing 
uacertainty  they  mig^t  be  induced  by  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation,  or  by  con- 
siderations of  Party  or  friendship,  or  in 
the  hope  of  conciliating  doubtful  friends, 
or  of  mollifying  adroit  antagonists,  to 
fritter  away  or  damage  some  part  of  the 
great  substructure  upon  which  the  com- 
mercial system  of  the  country  depended. 
As  his  noble  friend  had  stated,  it  did  not 
rest  with  the  Qovemment  to  decide  what 
should  be  the  issue  at  the  next  election. 
It  rested  with  them  to  say  what  should 
not  be  done  before  the  next  election,  but 
what  would  be  done  at  the  election;  and 
still  more  what  would  be  done  after 
that  election  they  could  not  with  cer- 
tainty declare.  The  issue  at  the  next 
election  had  already  been  fixed,  as  the 
issue  of  elections  were  often  fixed,  by  the 
force  of  character  of  a  powerful  politician 
who  occupied  a  private  station  apart 
from  the  political  organisation  of  either 
of  the  Parties.  The  issue  had  been  fixed, 
and  that  issue  was  whether  this  country 
should  make  the  same  kind  of  reversal  of 
fiscal  policy  that  Qermany  was  persuaded 
to  make  in  the  80's  by  Prince  Bismarck. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Hear, 
hear! 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  :  Now 
the  House  had  that  on  the  highest  possible 
authority.  We  were  confronted  with  an 
urgent  and  vital  issue.  Ministers  on  the 
Front  Bench  deluded  themselves.  Nobody 
cared  what  might  happen  to  any  particular 
set  of  Ministers,  and  after  the  election  no 
one  would  care  a  row  of  buttons  what 
their  particular  opinions  might  have  been. 
All  these  balancings,  limitations,  and 
half-pledges,  these  little  devices  by  which 
an  embarrassed  Grovemment  staved  off 
ruin  from  day  to  day  would,  after  the 
n^xt  election,  be  swept  as  smooth  as  the 
sands  of  the  shore  after  a  flood  tide.  After 
the  election,  if  the  Member  for  Birming- 

Mr,  Winston.  Churchill. 


ham  was  in  possession  of  a  Parliamentary 
majority,  he  would  dictate  what  Uie  policy 
of  the  country  would  be.  He  had  left 
the  present  Gk)vemment  because  it  would 
not  accept  his  policy  ;  after  obtaining  a 
mandate,  was  he  likely  to  take  less  than 
he  was  prepared  to  take  before  ?  If  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  wishing, 
no  doubt,  to  carry  out  the  pledges  he 
had  given  on  which  Unionist  free- 
taders  had  recorded  votes  for  ^e  Govern- 
ment, turned  up  inHatisard  tlie  speechhe 
delivered  on  Monday  night,  did  he  think 
that  would  alter  by  a  hair's-breadth  the 
policy  of  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary !  It 
would  not  alter  the  policy,  though  it 
might,  he  thought,  operate  in  a  manner 
altogether  detrimental  to  tiie  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  official  career.  He  could  not 
help  sympathising,  on  the  first  day  the 
House  met,  with  the  Cluuicellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  having,  on  the  first  occasion 
when  he  addressed  the  House  m  the  great 
office  to  which  he  had  been  called,  had 
such  a  very  bad  chance  of  making  a  good 
speech.  As  he  listened  to  his  r^t  hon. 
friend  putting  forth  all  the  equivocatiuu 
and  generalities  which  constituted  so  large 
a  part  of  the  Govemmcmt  case,  he  coiud 
not  help  thinking  that  all  the  time  his 
heart  was  on  the  third  bench  below  the 
gangway,  the  headquarters  of  a  policy 
which,  think  what  they  would  of  it,  and 
some  of  them  thought  very  ill  of  it, 
was  a  policy  put  forward  with  faith  and 
courage. 

He  had  not  the  smallest  personal  griev- 
ance against  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham,  though  the 
course  which  the  right  hon.  (ientleraan  had 
adopted  might  possibly  end  in  his  ex- 
clusion from  that  House.  [Opposmos 
cries  of  "  No."]  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  in  earnest,  and  believed  in  the 
cause  he  was  fighting  for,  and  believing 
that  it  was  the  best  policy  for  the  country 
and  the  Empire  he  was  bound  to  take  ail 
constitutional  steps  necessary  to  securt 
the  !  doption  of  his  policy.  But  he  could 
not  help  feeling  a  certain  amount  of  re- 
sentment against  a  Government,  which 
was  prepared  to  use  to  the  full  all  the 
machinery  of  political  excommunication 
for  the  sake  not  of  a  policy,  a  principle, 
or  a  cause,  but  of  a  mere  Parliamentary 
dodge  designed  to  keep  in  office  during  a 
few  precarious  months  the  existing  Ad- 
ministration.  He  thought,  in  the  face 
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of  tactics  like  that,  they  must  be  par- 
doned if  they  felt  a  certain  amount  of 
resentment.  But  it  did  not  matter  very 
much  what  the  Prime  Minister  said  now. 
For  the  next  ten  years  the  hall-mark  of 
a  Omserrative  would  be  willingness  to 
work  whole-heartedly  for  the  policy  of 
the  Member  for  Birmingham.  The-  Con- 
servative Party  had  resolved  to  trust 
itself  to  the  instinct  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  supposed  about  four 
years  ago  there  was  no  man  in  this  country 
better  able  to  gauge  and  measure  be- 
forehand what  great  masses  of  the  elector- 
ate were  ready  to  do.  The  Conservative 
Party  were  trusting  a  great  deal  to  that 
instinct  to-day.  Sometimes  he  wondered 
whether  perhaps  it  was  wrong,  and 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
lately  been  so  much  concerned  in  managing 
affairs  outside  this  country  that  the  nice 
balance  of  his  judgment  in  domestic  affairs 
had  been  destroyed.  He  sometimes  won- 
dered whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  not  be  found  celebrating  the  relief 
of  Mafeking  in  a  world  which  was  moving 
on  to  quite  different  occupations.  But 
whether  his  instinct  was  right  or  wrong, 
there  was  no  doubt  about  his  power. 
Could  any  hon.  Grentleman  who  heard 
the  speech  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  lor  West  Birmingham 
delivered  last  week  in  the  debate  on  the 
war,  and  who  watched  the  effect  of  it  on 
the  Ministerial  Benches,  who  saw  the 
Government  supporter's  admiration  of 
that  speech,  doubt  that  so  long  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  lived  he  would  hold 
the  Conservative^Party  in  his  grip  ?  Could 
anyone  doubt  that  those  who  belonged 
to  that  Party  would  have  to  accept  the 
terms  he  was  prepared  to  offer  and  sub- 
rait  to  the  policy  which  he  was  determined 
to  dictate.  There  were  some  of  them,  and 
he  did  not  think  he  was  the  only  one, 
who  were  not  prepared  to  accept  those 
terms  or  submit  to  those  tests,  and  in 
the  division  which  was  going  to  close 
this  debate  they  would  have  to  iAduk  as 
what  Mr.  Gladstone  said  in  a  famous 
debate,  not  for  the  moment  only  but  for 
the  years  that  were  to  come. 

He  would  now  turn  from  the  free-trade 
speech  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  the  free-trade  speech  of  the 
Parliamentary   Secretary  to  the  Board 


of  Trade.  He  did  not  wish  to  treat 
the  retaliatory  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment witS  any  disrespect,  and  he 
would  confine  himseU  almost  entirely  to 
that  particular  part  of  it  which  was  put 
forward  by  his  hon.  friend.  Of  course, 
he  did  not  quarrel  with  the  description 
of  tiie  speech  as  a  free-trade  speech,  but 
it  approached  exactly  the  same  conclu- 
sions as  if  the  speaker  had  been  a  protec- 
tionist. He  drew  exactly  the  same  con- 
clusions, and  the  result  of  this  free-trade 
policy  if  carried  out  would  end  in  the 
establishment  of  duties  and  a  general 
tariff  which  would  not  be  wholly  dis- 
similar horn  the  objects  which  protec- 
tionists had  in  view.  He  confessed  he 
wondered  that  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  so  anxious  to  assume  all  these 
immense  extensions  of  their  functions. 
Ko  doubt  there  were  some  things  which 
a  Government  must  do,  not  because  the 
Government  would  do  them  well,  but  be- 
cause nobody  else  would  do  them  at  all. 
What  was  there  in  the  experience  which 
they  had  had  of  the  Government  during 
the  last  few  years  to  encourage  them  to 
countenance  such  a  great  extension  of 
the  administrative  functions  of  any 
British  Government.  Was  the  informa- 
tion on  which  they  had  acted  always 
so  very  accurate  I  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  sat  opposite  told  the  House 
of  the  mistakes  made  in  the  conduct  of 
the  late  war,  and  he  spoke  of  the  com- 
plaints made  by  various  Cabinet  Ministers 
of  the  information  suppUed  to  them  by 
their  expert  advisers.  Only  a-  year  ago 
he  himself  heard  the  Prime  Minister 
assure  the  House  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence that  on  the  authority  of  his  legal 
advisers  there  was  no  possibility  of  suc- 
cessfully conducting  a  prosecution  against 
Mr.  Whitaker  Wright.  If  such  astound- 
ing errors,  made  no  doubt  in  perfect 
good  faith,  could  creepin  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  a  Government  in  regard  to 
matters  so  entirely  within  its  own  pro- 
vince as  war  and  justice,  how  absurd  it 
was  to  invite  them  to  embark  upon  this 
immense  extension  of  tiieir  functions  into 
the  far  more  complicated  and  unmeasured 
difficulties  of  commerce  and  of  specula- 
tion. When  a  tariff  or  treaty  had  been 
adopted  and  some  costly  error  had  been 
discovered  in  it,  the  Prime  Minister  would 
say  the  Government  had  trusty  to  their 
commercial  advisers,  iafra3ie(th)st^3><£^wc 
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had  been  any  error,  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  Grovemment  or  their  advisers,  but 
of  some  defect  in  the  state  of  the  economic 
law.  The  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
would  add  that  the  taiifi  would  have 
wo^ed  peifectiy  well  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  speeches  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  the  traitorous  intrigues 
of  the  foreign  members  of  the  CoMen 
Club.  There  was  such  a  thing  as  pressure. 
Some  time  ago  the  Prime  Minister  said  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  put  Members  of 
the  House  on  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  trade-union  law,  because  of  tJie 
pressure  to  which  they  would  be  sub- 
jected. He  remembered  the  late  Post- 
master -  General  stating  that  nothing 
would  be  more  improper  than  to  put  an 
hon.  Member  of  the  House  on  a  Com- 
mittee to  rearrange  and  consider  the 
wages  of  the  Post  Office  servants  because 
of  the  pressure  that  organisation  could 
put  upon  Members  of  Parliament. 

There  were  three  perfectly  distinct  kinds 
of  pressure  which  could  be  exerted  upon  a 
protectionist  Government.  First*  there 
was  corruption,  direct  and  indirect. 
Then  there  was  the  pressure  on  indi- 
vidual Members  who  would  not  get 
returned  unless  they  were  willing  to 
go  in  on  the  basis  of  obtaining  as 
great  trade  concessions  for  their  own 
constituencies  as  they  possibly  could. 
Everybody  looked  at  the  tarifi  from  his 
own  point  of  view.  A  truly  scientific 
tariff  was  one  a  man  was  able  to  arrange 
for  himself  in  the  interests  of  the  Smpire 
and  the  working  classes.  That  was  why 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rochester  felt  sure 
that  no  tariff  would  be  complete  which 
did  not  include  a  stiff  duty  on  imported 
cement,  and  why  the  Conservative  can- 
didate in  St  Albans  felt  that  no  tariff 
would  be  really  scientific  which  did  not 
provide  for  the  free  admission  of  straw 
plaits.  Then  tiiere  was  the  third  class 
of  pressure — the  pressure  of  organised 
interests  upon  political  leaders.  He  ex- 
pected that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  were 
present  he  would  have  admitted  that  he 
had  already  learned  something  about 
that  kind  of  pressure  from  his  experience 
in  forming  his  Tarifi  Commission.  A 
genteel  instance  of  the  pressure  was  seen 
in  the  fact  ^t  a  year  ago  the  ex- 
Colonial  Secretary  would  not  have  paid 
much  attention  to  the  opinion  of  the 

^fr.  fFintton  Churchill 


right  hon.  Member  for  Sleaford,  but  to' 
day  he  had  to  shelter  himself  behind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  he  was 
believed  to  be  the  representative  of  the 
great  lauded  interest  without  whose  sup- 
port no  scheme  of  protection  had  Uie 
slightest  chancie  of  passing.  There  was 
nothing  to  justify  the  assumption  by  the 
Government  of  new  burdens  which 
experience  had  shown  them  to  be  little 
competent  to  bear,  and  which  their 
successors  would  uiiJiesitatingly  refuse. 

The  Secretaiy  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
referred  to  the  argument  with  which  Mem- 
bers had  been  made  familiar  in  The  Times, 
and  which  had  been  frequently  put  for- 
ward by  that  able  young  gentleman 
who  qtent  his  afternoons  in  writing 
letters  over  the  ^gnature  Tarifi  Re- 
former," and  his  evenings  in  writing 
leading  articles  saying  how  excellent  and 
conclusive  those  letters  were.  He  was 
surprised  that  his  hon.  friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  his  speech 
had  not  distinguished  between  two  per- 
fectly distinct  kinds  of  dumping  which 
were  hardly  ever  present  in  combination. 
There  were  two  distinct  causes  which  led 
to  the  sale  of  goods  in  this  country  at 
prices  unremunerative  to  the  producer. 
One  was  the  deliberate  attempt  of  one  set 
of  traders  to  smash  and  ruin  another  set 
of  traders  and  to  capture  their  business. 
Free-traders  and  protectionists  alike 
would  condemn  that  form  of  commercial 
piracy.  But  it  was  not  only  practised  by 
foreigners  against  fingU^unen,  it  was 
practised  by  German  against  Gennan, 
Frenchman  against  Frenchman,and,above 
all.by American  aganstAmerican.  [Opposi- 
tion cries  of  "  Birmingham."]  He  did  not 
say  that  they  had  any  occasion  to 
make  allusion  to  old  and  he  believed 
libellous  statements.  If  a  gigantic 
conspiracy  could  be  proved  on  the 
part  of  a  foreign  country  against 
any  of  our  principal  industries,  and 
it  could  be  shown  that  the  intervention 
of  the  Government  would  save  that 
industry,  while  its  abstention  would  allow 
it  to  be  destroyed,  what  Government 
would  refuse  to  propose,  and  what  House 
of  Commons  would  refuse  to  pass  legisla- 
tion to  deal  with  the  matter  ?  He  as^d 
hon.  Members  not  to  ima^e  that  a  feee- 
trade  Government  would  not  be  able  to 
deal  with  great  trusts.  Why !  that  was 
the  only  Govenunen^^^^^  deal 
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with  them.  FtesideDt  Roosevelt,  the 
powerful  head  of  the  American  Ezeou- 
tive,  had  been  praotioally  powerless  in 
dealingwith  the  great  combinations  which 
supported  the  Republican  Party.  A 
free-trade  Government  caring  nothing 
for  great  trusts  would  be  able  to  intervene 
with  crashing  efiect  were'  it  proved  that 
they  were  injaTioas  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  people. 

The  greater  ''part  of  the  dumping 
in  this  oountry  did  not  arise  irom 
the  cause  just  stated,  but  from  the 
desire  of  foreign  countries  to  preserve 
their  own  market,  to  be  able  to  charge 
their  people  what  they  liked,  and  to  get 
rid  of  any  over  production.  The  system 
of  protection  which  prevfuled  in  Germany 
stimulated  production  at  the  expense  of 
consumption.  The  protectionbt  fallacy 
was  to  imagine  that  production  was  the 
only  thing  that  mattered.  Prosparity 
depended  upon  not  only  the  volume  of  pro- 
duction, but  also  the  harmonious  relation 
between  production  and  the  consuming 
power.  He  did  not  deny  that  dumping 
was  an  uneconomic  operation,  that 
artificial  prices  whether  high  or  low  were 
uneconomic  and  operated  in  restraint  of 
trade.  But  the  question  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole.  It  was  necessary  to 
look,  not  only  at  the  effects  of  dumping 
here,  but  ako  at  the  conditions  which  gave 
rise  to  it.  The  House  was  entitled  to  ask 
the  Government  what  was  their  plan  for 
dealing  with  dumping.  It  was  all  very 
well  to  talk  about  being  anxious  to  shut 
out  unfair  compstition,  but  how  were  they 
going  to  discriminate  between  the  twol 
It  was  obvious  that  "dumped"  steel  was 
the  cheapest  of  steel,  and  any  tarifi  framed 
to  shut  out  that  must  d  fortiori  shut  out 
all  articles  produced  at  a  higher  price.  He 
did  not  deny  there  was  a  dislocation 
caused  by  dumping,  but  the  contention  of 
the  free-traders  was  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  assailant  was  nearly  always  more 
injured  than  the  victim,  that  in  nearly 
every  case  we  were  able  to  make  a  profit 
out  of  the  transaction,  that  the  conditions 
which  gave  rise  to  dumping  were  un- 
healthy and  wasteful,  t^at  although  Uiey 
mif^t  result  in  profit  to  the  muiofacturers 
who  were  lucky  enough  to  "rig  the 
market "  they  were  a  gross  injustice  to  the 
mass  ofthe  population,  that  they  were  the 
direct  resuTt  of  jprotective  tariffs,  and  that 


the  only  remedy  they  could  apply,  if  indeed 
there  was  any  remedy,  would  be  to  establish 
in  our  own  country  those  evil  conditions 
which  we  discover  abroad.  They  heard 
SDmething  last  session  about  "jam  and 
pickles."  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  had  asked, 
both  in  the  House  and  on  the  platform, 
how  many  people  who  had  been  turned 
out  of  the  sugar  refineries  had  found  em- 
ployment  in  stirring  np  jam  pots  and 
filling  bottles  of  pickles.  Well,  the  figures 
had  been  ascertained.  In  1891  there  were 
5,700  persons  employed  in  sugar  refineries, 
and  ten  years  later  that*  number  was  re- 
duced to  2,400,  showing  a  loss  of  3,300. 
The  despised  trades  of  jam  and  pickles, 
which  employed  in  1891  30,000  persons, 
in  1901  employed  41,000  persons,  thus 
accommodating  6,700  more  persons  than 
were  displaced  by  any  injury  that  our 
sugar  refineries  had  suffered  horn  dump- 
ing. The  French  had  a  proverb,  "  Drive 
away  nature  and  it  returns  at  a  gallop.'* 
So  it  was  with  the  higb  tariffs  of  foreign 
countries.  Although  here  and  there  they 
were  able  to  create  trade,  they  deprived 
the  people  of  the  opportunity  of  moving 
forward  into  those  high-grade  employ- 
ments where  labour  was  more  varied  and 
more  generously  rewarded,  and  leader- 
ship in  which  was  the  greatest  mark  of 
industrial  strength  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  world. 

Now,  his  hon.  friend  preached  one  thing 
in  this  House,  and  quite  another  doctrine 
outside.  They  had  been  called  upoh 
not  merely  to  make  a  mere  modifica- 
tion of  free  trade.  It  was  a  complete 
repudiation  which  they  had  been 
asked  to  make.  He  would  read  what 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  said  when  he  addressed  a  meet- 
ing in  the  country.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  got  up  a  more  refined  and  up-to-date 
version  for  the  House  of  Commons ;  but 
he  painted  with  rather  a  bolder  touch  in 
the  constituencies.  His  hon.  friend  said 
that  there  were  £150,000,000  worth  of 
manufactured  goods  imported  into  the 
country,  which  represented  a  loss  in 
wages  of  between  £70,000,000  and 
£80,000,000,  and  he  thought  that  a 
large  part  of  that  sum  might,  by  a  stroke 
of  the  pen,  be  secured  to  the  British  work- 
men without  any  loss  to  the  country. 
Now,  that  was  a  st«(|^b)i&&»^ot 
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of  the  free-trade  tlieoij.  Was  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  was 
that  fairly  supported  by  the  great 
Department  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  chiefs ;  was  it  the  view  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ?  Was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  opinion 
that  if  you  shut  out  half  the  imports  into 
this  country  we  should  make  all  these 
tKings  in  this  country  in  addition  to  all 
those  we  already  made  ? 

Mr.  BONAR  law  said  he  did  not 
argne  that  that  result  would  be  obtained 
by  shutting  out  foreign  goods,  but  that 
we  should  secure  a  fair  share  of  the 
foreign  makets. 

Mr.  WINgTON  CHURCHILL  said  he 

had  quoted  the  words  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  they  seemed  to  favour  the 
impression  that  by  shutting  out  the 
greater  part  of  our  imports  they  would 
produce  greater  employment.  He  was 
grateful  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  cor- 
recting him  in  so  friendly  a  manner, 
because  he  was  afraid  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  might  apply  to  him  the 
vitriolic  Bcom  he  had  used  on  the  unfor- 
tunate lawyers  who  sat  beside  him  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.  In  supporting  the  doc- 
trines which  had  been  quoted,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  might  be  guilty  of  a  fallacy 
bat  not  of  any  fraud.  But  those  who 
regarded  that  doctrine,  in  the  words  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  as  an  inversion 
of  fact — if  they  were  to  make  themselves 
responsible  for  supporting  its  enuncia- 
tion in  any  direct  manner,  would  be 
guilty  of  a  deliberate  propagation  of 
error.  The  importance  of  this  great 
debate,  although  it  had  been  robbed  of 
its  animation  ^ough  the  absence  of  the 
great  leaders  of  the  fiscal  controversy, 
extended  beyond  the  limits  of  our  domes- 
tic affairs,  and  even  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  British  Empire.  All  the  world  was 
concerned  in  the  decision  they  were  going 
to  take.  Protectionists  and  free-trwlers, 
rival  schools  in  every  country  in  the 
world,  were  watching  with  the  closest 
attention  the  diBcussions  in  that  House. 
The^  were  waiting  with  the  Inenest 
anxiety  the  result  of  the  appeal  which  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmin^am 
had  lodged  against  the  decision  of 
1846.',  There  were  very  powerful  free- 
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trade  movements  in  Germany.  America, 
and  Australia.  [An  Hon.  Membeb  on 
^e  GovBBNU£NT  Boiches :  No.]  Did 
not  the  hon.  Gentleman  know  that  the 

Democratic  Party  in  the  United  States, 
which  was  expected  to  return  to  power 
at  some  time,  was  pledged  to  substantial 
reductions  of  the  tariff  %  And  that  the 
Democratic  platform  was  largely  free- 
trade.  His  hon.  Friend  said,  "  No  "  - 
but  the  House  knew  periectly  well 
whether  he  was  right  or  not.  He  thoi^t 
there  was  a  great  deal  more  reason  to  hope 
for  a  reduction  of  tariffs  from  free-trade 
discussions  in  these  foreign  countries 
than  from  any  facihties  for  commercial 
diplomacy  which  the  Government  were 
understood  to  offer.  At  all  events  there 
was  somet^ug  inrairing  in  the  idea  of  all 
these  millions  of  German  and  American 
free-traders  moving  forward,  in  spite  of 
every  diflficulty  and  obstacle  which  ignor- 
ance and  prejudice  could  interpose,  to- 
wards the  beacon  light  we  had  long  up- 
held. He  beUeved  that  that  movement 
was  fraught  with  immense  consequences 
to  the  permanent  interests  of  mankind, 
and  if,  at  this  juncture  in  the  history  of 
free  trade,  the  British  people,  in  spite  of 
the  impassioned  appeal  made  to  them, 
and  of  the  popularity  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  made  that  appeal,  in 
spite  of  the  wealth  and  influence  which 
supported  it — if  they  found  that  the 
British  people  solenmly  affirmed,  after 
sixty  years  of  fighting  hostile  tariffs 
with  free  imports,  that  the  policy  of  free 
trade  was  sound  and  unimpeachable, 
that  could  not  fail  to  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  free-trade  cause  in  these 
foreign  countries.  Indeed  some  of  them 
might  live  long  enough  to  see  the  fulfilment 
of  those  venturesome  predictions  of  Mr. 
Cobden.  He  thought  that  in  the  face 
of  the  momentous  issues  which  had 
been  thrust  upon  them  the  ordiuar}* 
considerations  of  which  Party  should  sit 
on  which  side  of  the  House,  and  what 
Members  would  be  returned  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  seemed  small  and  unworihy. 
When  so  much  was  uncertain,  when  bo 
much  was  obscure,  and  when  everything 
was  shifting  and  manoeuvring  around 
them,  they  must  get  on  to  firm  ground ; 
and  he,  for  one,  would  proudly  jdn  in 
the  assertion  of  those  great  princiDlii»«f 
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which  were  embodied  in  the  Amendment 
of  the  light  hon.  Member  ioz  Montrose. 

•Mb.  white  RIDLEY  (Stalybridge) 
said  that  the  course  of  the  debate  had 
shown  two  substantial  issues  presented 
to  the  House.    The  first  was  as  between 
free  trade  and  protection,  and  the  second 
was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  nearly 
every  speaker  to  go  beyond  and  behind 
the  policy  which  the  Pnme  Minister  had 
initiated.  He  conld  not  conceive  why  this 
should  be,  except  for  individual  purposes. 
As  he  understood  it,  the  policy  of  the 
Prime  Minister  at  Sheffield  was  precisely 
the  same  as  the  policy  of  the  Government 
at  the  present  moment — viz.,  the  policy 
of   retaliation.    Under   these  circum- 
stances he  could  not  imagine  why  the 
tarifE- leaguers  and  the  free-fooders  sliould 
not  go  into  the  same  lobby  at  the  end  of 
this  debate  on  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Montrose,  and  in  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, except  for  the  reason  that  whereas 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Free 
Food  League  distrusted  and  did  not  con- 
fide in  the  general  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, those  who  supported  the  pohcy  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  did  trust  and  confide 
in  the  general  policy  of  the  Government. 
He  could  not  see  why  the  members  of 
the  Free  Food  League  should  taunt  the 
Prime  Minister,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  had  done,  with  having  changed 
the  policy  of  the  Party.    He  had  yet  to 
learn  that  free  trade,  or  what  was  called 
free  trade,  was  ever  the  definite  and  dis- 
tinct policy  of  the  Unionist  Party.  If 
the  records  were  examined  it  would  be 
found  that  very  many  members  of  the 
Unionist  or  Conservative  Party  had  held 
strongly  that  fair  trade,  as  opposed  to  free 
trade,  was  the  best  thing  for  the  country. 
That  had  been  an  open  question  for  many 
years,  and  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  to 
hold  that  opinion  was  inconsistent  with 
loyalty  to  the  Party.    It  would  be  re- 
membered that  the  policy  embodied  in 
the  death  duties  had  been  bitterly  at- 
tacked by  the  Party  to  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  belong ;  but  would  anyone  say 
that  that  was  the  policy  of  the  Osnserva- 
tive  Party,  because  they  had  not  been 
able  to  reverse  it  ?    In  the  same  way 
would  anyone  say  that  because  the  Con- 
servative Party  had  never  been  able  to  i 


reverse  the  policy  of  free  imports  that 
iha,%  was  tite  policy  of  the  Unionist  Party  ? 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  had  said  ^at  the  policy  of 
the  Government  was  entirely  incompatible 
with  the  further  policy  of  preference ; 
but  there  was  no  incompatibility  between 
the  two  policies.  The  same  principle 
underlay  them  both.  The  policy  of 
retaUation,  he  ventured  to  think,  had  for 
its  basis  the  extension  of  our  area  of  trade 
in  foreign  countries;  the  policy  of  pre- 
ferential tariffs  had  for  its  basis  the  exten- 
sion of  our  area  of  trade  in  the  Colonies. 
From  the  point  of  view  he  approached 
the  question  he  did  not  say  that  those 
two  policies  were  incompatible.  The 
policy  of  retaliation  had  as  its  basis  the 
extension  of  our  area  of  trade  in  foreign 
countries  and  the  Birmingham  policy 
had  for  its  object  the  extension  of  our  area 
of  trade  in  the  Colonies.  He  admitted 
there  were  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in 
both  policies  in  the  arrangements  of  the 
tariffs  and  the  negotiations  with  the 
Colonies,  and  probably  nobody  would 
be  entirely  satisfied,  but  because  they 
could  not  satisfy  nobody  were  Uiey  to 
satisfy  nobody,  and  because  they  could 
not  have  everything  they  wanted  were 
they  going  to  refuse  to  take  a  single  step 
in  the  direction  they  desired  to  go  ? 
Were  they  to  consider  the  question  closed 
because  of  those  difficulties  ?  While  this 
country  had  been  adhering  to  the  present 
system  the  other  countries  had  been 
marching  on  different  Hues  and  had 
develops  their  area  of  trade.  The  United 
States  and  Germany  and  South  Africa  had 
taken  real  genuine  steps  in  the  direction 
of  extending  their  trade  area.  Was  it  not 
true  that  England,  the  greatest  trading 
Empire  of  the  world,  had  taken  no  practi- 
cal steps  to  really  extend  her  free-trade 
area.  Almost  any  Member  of  the  House 
would  say  if  they  could  get  free  trade  with 
the  Colonies  and  develop  it  on  the  exact 
lines  adopted  in  the  United  States,  they 
would  support  entirely  the  Birmingham 
policy.  But  because  they  could  not  get 
free  trade  at  once  were  they  not  going  to 
take  a  single  step  ?  If  they  would  not 
move  in  the  direction  of  preference^how 
were  they  going  to  get  any  nearerjfree 
trade  with  the  Colonies.  The  policy 
they  had  been  pursuing  for  the  last  twenty 
years  would  not  allowd^fti; 
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the  Colonies.  The  argument  for  continu- 
ing the  present  system  was  that  it  had 
been  based  n-pon  the  moral  attitude,  but 
he  could  not  see  that  free  trade  was  more 
moral  than  protection.  That  argument 
rested  on  the  theory  that  it  was  wrong  as 
well  as  impolitic  to  impose  any  hindrance 
upon  trade.  The  whole  policy  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  was  to  impose  taxes  in 
order  to  remove  those  hindrances.  They 
might  differ  as  to  the  way  in  which  they 
were  going  to  remove  those  hindrances, 
but  the  whole  design  of  tariS  reform  was 
to  remove  and  not  to  impose  hin- 
drances. If  that  idea  failed  he  should 
not  be  able  to  support  the  Birmingham 
scheme  with  the  enthusiasm  which  he 
now  did. 

They  had  been  frequently  told 
that  those  engaged  in  the  cotton  trade 
of  Lancashire  were  opposed  to  a  reversal 
of  {the  present  system.  They  had  been 
told  that  whatever  industries  might 
benefit  from  the  ex-Colonia!  Secretary's 
scheme  the  cotton  industry  of  Lancashire 
could  not  benefit.  The  Board  of  Trade 
returns  showed  last  year  a  state  of  things' 
supposed  to  fill  ft-ee  -  importers  with 
pleasure,  but  when  they  went  closely  into 
the  matter  they  would  find  tiiat  the  in- 
creased export  of  manufactured  cotton 
goods  represented  a  decrease  in  the  amount 
because  they  were  of  a  higher  value,  the 
cost  of  material  having  considerably  in- 
creased on  account  of  the  price  of  cotton 
in  America.  Whilst  the  Board  of  Trade 
returns  gave  this  increased  value  in  cotton 
exports  and  imports  everybody  knew  that 
in  Lancashire  trade  depresaon  had  become 
very  serious  indeed.  The  House  would 
see,  therefore,  that  the  Board  of  Trade  re- 
turns were  by  no  means  a  certain  index  of 
the  increased  prosperity  of  the  country. 
What  was  the  reason  of  this  ?  Was  it  not 
because  the  supply  of  cotton  came  almost 
exclusively  from  one  quarter  of  the  worldl 
What  would  have  been  the  case  if  they  had 
adopted  a  wise  colonial  policy  and  de- 
veloped the  growth  of  cotton  in  the 
Colonies.  He  was  aware  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  place  a  tax  of  any  sort  or 
shape  on  raw  cotton.  There  was  an 
institution  called  the  British  Cotton 
Growing  Association  on  which  Members 
from  both  sides  of  the  House  acted 
with  a    common  aim,  and  they  were 
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urging  the  (Jovemment  to  construct 
railways  in  East  Africa  in  order  to  develop 
the  growth  of  cotton.  Free-traders  who 
supported  this  Association  most  realise 
that,  by  asking  for  this  money  for  rail- 
ways, they  were  asking  for  a  bounty  and 
departing  far  from  the  pure  milk  of  the 
Cobdenite  theory.  Upon  this  quesion 
what  he  wished  to  emphasise  was  that  if 
the  policy  of  the  rif^t  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Membw  for  West  Birmin^iaia  had  been 
put  into  force  years  ago  present  diffi- 
culties in  the  cotton  trade  might  have  been 
mitigated  and  there  would  not  have  been 
such  a  very  serious  crims  in  Lancashire. 
It  was  said  that  the  Birmingham  policy 
would  cause  a  rise  in  the  cost  of  production 
and  that  that  would  be  a  serious  blow  to 
the  cotton  trade.  Had  there  not  now 
been  a  great  rise  in  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion 1  It  was  said  tJiat  they  were  going 
to  cause  the  United  States  of  America  to 
put  an  export  duty  on  cotton,but  he  would 
remind  the  House  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  would  not  allow  such  a 
duty  to  be  imposed.  Of  course  they 
could  alter  the  law,  but  it  would  have  to 
be  done  by  a  two-thirds  majority  of  each 
State  in  the  Union,  and  did  anyone 
imt^ne  that  those  States  which  grew  the 
cotton  were  going  to  vote  for  an  export 
duty  on  cotton  which  would  prevent 
them  selling.  Was  it  not  more  likely 
that  under  our  present  system  of  allow- 
ing unrestricted  development  abroad 
efforts  would  be  made  to  keep  tJieir 
cotton  at  home  and  make  it  into  manu- 
factured goods  themselves.  In  recent 
years  the  development  of  manufac- 
tured cotton  goods  in  the  United  States 
had  been  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  de- 
velopment of  cotton  manufacture  in  £ng- 

They  were  told  that  they  ought  to 
devote  their  attention  to  remedying  the 
social  condition  of  the  people,  that  they 
ought  to  pay  more  attention  to  education 
and  encourage  the  enterprise  of  thor 
manufacturers.  Were  they  to  encourage 
social  reforms  like  the  housing  of  the  work- 
ing classes  and  local  option,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  neglect  the  most  important 
of  all  social  reforms  which  would  solve  at 
once  the  difficulties  of  the  housing  and  the 
drink  questions,  namely,  the  problem  of 
finding  regular  employment  for  the 
workers.   Weii^g,t^y^  V^^gp  the 
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education  of  this  country  in  order  that 
men,  when  educated,  would  have  to  go 
abroad  to  foreign  mills  because  they  could 
not  find  a  market  for  their  eduoa- 
tion  at  home.  Free  trade  had  de- 
veloped in  England  a  race  of  manu- 
factnien  vho  were  not  so  enterpris- 
ing, acoordtng  to  the  free-traders, 
as  the  manufaotnrers  of  prot«cticaiist 
Germany.  Yet  free-traders  were  con- 
stantly saying  that  free  trade  developed 
enterprise  and  protection  discouraged  it. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  the  scheme  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  struck  at  the  root 
orall  these  things.  Some  hon.  Members 
thought  the  Government  ou^t  to  at 
once  appeal  to  the  countoy,  but  in  his 
opinion  the  Government  held  a  higher 
trust.  He  would  work  whole-heartedly 
for  the  policy  of  preferential  tariffs, 
but  he  would  work  for  it  within  the 
Party ;  and  his  reply  to  the  taunt  that 
the  Government  ought  to  seek  the  verdict 
of  the  country  on  fiscal  reform  was  that 
the  Government  had  committed  to  their 
care  and  defence  interests  of  almost 
equal  importance  to  the  questions  of 
retaliation  or  preferential  tarijSs. 


dflliberation  on  the  financial  serrice  of  the  yew 
is  impaired  1^  conflicting  dedwations  nom 
Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully 
submit  to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of 
this  House  that  the  removal  of  protectiTe  duties 
has  for  more  than  half  a  century  actively 
conduced  to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of  its 
population ;  and  this  House  believes  that,  while 
the  neadR  of  social  iminwvement  axe  still 
manifold  and  argent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  particularly  when  imposed  on  the 
food  of  the  people,  would  be  deeply  injurious  to 
our  naticmaf  strength,  contentment,  and  well- 
being."— (Jfr.  JohnMorlei/.} 


Question  again  prop(»ed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 


And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjonroed  till 
this  EveniDg^s  Sitting. 


EVENim  SITTING. 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "  llkat  an 
humble  Address  b3  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  foUoweth : — 

"  Most  Oraeious  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  mostdutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commona  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
1  ave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Blajesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament. " — {Mr.  Hardy.) 

Whi<^  Amendment  was — 

"At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  tbe 
words, '  Bat  it  is  our  dnty,  however*  hnmbly  to 
represent  to  Yonr  Majesi^  that  onr  effective 


*SiE  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  (York- 
shire,  W.R.,  Rotherham)  said  it  would  be 
recognised  in  all  quarters  of  the  House 
that  the  introduction  of  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Montrose 
had  been  amply  justified  by  the  speeches, 
or  many  ol  them,  that  had  been  delivered 
in  this   debate.    He  was  particularly 
grateful  to  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  the  speech  he  had  delivered 
on  a  previous  evening  in  favour  of 
free    trade,  as   a    good    many  hon. 
Members  had  beep  very  doubtful  as 
to  what  his  attitude  was  in  regard  to 
this  policy.   As  he  understood  the  hon. 
Memberfor  Stalybridge,  he  advocated  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.   Member  for 
j  Birmingham  on  the  score  of  the  benefit 
!  that  would  be  likely  to  accrue  to  the 
!  cotton  trade,  a  trade  in  which  his  con- 
I  stituents  were  chiefly  interested.  He 
'  himself  had  always  held  tJke  opinion  that 
\  no  trade  was  likely  to  lose  more  by  any 
s  tinkering  with  tariffs  than  that  partionlu 
I  trade,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no 
I  trade   in    this  country    to-day  that 
I  depended    more  on    foreign  markets. 
I  Eighty  per  cent  of  our  production  was 
I  sent  abroad,  nearly  two-thirds  of  which 
went  to  foreign  countries.  Therefore 
it  would  bs  at  once  seen  how  much  our 
cotton  trade  stood  to  lose  by  a  policy 
which  might  have  the  effect  of  interfering 
with  the  trade  in  foreign  markets  and 
which  might  close  to  us  some  of  the 
neutral  markets  of  the  world.  With 
regard  to  the  trifling  imports  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member,  when   we  con- 
sidered that  £70,000,000  or  ^80.000,( 
was  sent  out  of  thisifjpffini^l 
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cotton  goods  and  cotton  yarns  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  cotton  trade  conld  afford 
to  regard  with  comparative  composure 
any  slight  increase  in  its  imports.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  passed  by 
a  representative  meeting  o{  the  trade, 
which  was  in  the  following  terms — 

"  That  the  great  cotton  industry  of  the 
United  Kingdom  owes  its  pre-eminence  to,  and 
can  only  be  maintained  the  policy  of  free 
trade." 

He  attached  great  importance  to  that 
resolution,  because  he  knew  the  character 
and  ability  of  tiie  men  who  took  part  in 
the  discussion  of  the  resolution.  A  large 
association  with  which  he  happened  to  be 
connected  had  many  thousands  of  work- 
people engaged  in  producing  yarns  for  the 
German  market,  and  if  we  became  involved 
in  a  tariff  war  with  Grermany  would  the 
ri^t  hon.  GenUeman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham.or  anybody  else,  guarantee  those 
thousands  of  workpeople  the  continuous 
employment  they  now  enjoyed  1  It  would 
be  poor  consolation  to  those  work- 
people to  be  told  that  although  their  trade 
was  damaged  other  trades  would  benefit 
or  that  we  could  not  establish  new 
factories  without  closing  old  ones. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Stalybridge  had 
said,  "  Because  we  cannot  satisfy  every- 
body are  we  not  to  try  and  satisfy  any- 
body ? "  but  the  great  danger  was  lest 
there  should  be  more  people  dissatisfied 
after  such  legislation  than  there  were 
before.  He  believed  that  more  harm 
than  good  would  be  done  by  legislation 
of  this  kind,  and  that  the  great  masses  of 
the  people  would  be  in  a  worse  position 
after  it  than  they  were  before.  When  the 
census  was  taken  in  the  United  States, 
census  papers  were  distributed  with 
several  columns  ruled  in  them  containing 
questions  which  had  to  be  answered,  and 
he  understood  that  one  of  those  columns 
was  headed  "Condition  as  to  Marriage." 
When  the  papers  were  collected  it  was 
found  that  one  man  had  filled  up  this 
column  "  Hard  up  before  marriage  but  ten 
times  worse  after,"  and  he  [believed  that 
a  good  many  who  were  engaged  in  the 
industries  and  commerce  of  this  country 
would  be  ten  times  worse  oft  after  tiiu 
tariff  reform  had  ctnne  into  operation 
than  they  were  before.  Iheze  was  no 
other  country  in  the  world  where  tariff 
legislation  was  so  risky  as  it  was  in  this. 
We  had  adapted  our  industries  to  a  free- 
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trade  system,  and  no  doubt  under  that 
system  some  of  our  manufactures  had 
increased  abnormally,  and  had  thus  be- 
come so  to  speak  top-heavy,  but  that  made 
it  all  the  more  important  that  notiiing 
should  be  done  to  jeopardise  them  because 
they  would  be  all  the  more  easily  upeet. 
The  hon.  Member  had  ashed  whether  the 
cost  of  production  had  not  been  increased 
owing  to  the  present  high  price  of  cotton, 
bnt  hon.  Members  would  admit  tliat  ao 
increase  in  the  cost  of  pxoductioQ  caused 
by  a  tariff  was  an  entirely  different  thmg 
to  an  increase  of  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion caused  by  dear  cotton.    Deamess  of 
cotton  applied  equally  to  all  nations,  but 
an  increase  in  the  cost  of  production 
arising  from  tariff  legislation  affected  only 
that  country  where  that  tariff  legislation 
was  in  force.   Thehon.  Member  in  regret- 
ting  that  preference  for  theColonies  had  not 
I  been   established  years  ago,  had  ez* 
I  pressed  the  opinion  that  if  such  had  been 
j  the  case  a  great  deal  more  cotton  would 
;  have  come  from  the  Colonies,  but  it  was 
i  difficult  to  suppose  that  that  would  have 
!  been  the  oase  unless  there  had  bew 
some  discrimination  by  us  against  the 
United  States,   a  discrimination  whidi 
would  befrauf^twiththe  greatest  danger 
to  this  country.   It  had  been  alleged 
that  there  would  be  no  fear  in  such  a 
case  of  an  export  duty  being  placed  upon 
raw  cotton,  because  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  would  prevent  it.  With  that 
he  did  not  quite  agree.    At  present,  as  he 
understood  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  no  individual  State  was  allowed 
to  impose  an  export  duty,  but  Confess 
;  was  supreme  and  would  have  the  ri^t  to 
confer  that  power  on  any  of  the  States. 
That  disposed  of  the  contention  that 
j  if  we  were  involved  in  a  tariff  war 
I  with   the  United    States    we  should 
i  not  be  in  danger  d  an  export  dnty 
I  being  placed  on  her  raw  cotton, 
i    He  cordially  approved  of  the  opinion 
;  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Staly- 
bridge when  he  spoke  of  the  desirability  of 
I  growing  more  cotton  within  the  limits  of 
j  our  Empire,  and  he  was  extremely  ^ad 
I  to*observe  that  that  important  question 
j  had  been  referred  to  in  the  Speech  ixma 
I  the  Throne.   The  importance  of^that  it 
I  was  quite  impossible  to  overstate  when 
!  one  considered  that  the  welfare  and 
j  happiness  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
;  people   in  thg,^,^,c.jt^oe_,^5^a^^icturi^ 
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districts  were  entirely  dependent  upon  it, 
and  that  being  so,  the  Government  could 
undertake  no  other  productive  work  which 
could  compare  with  it.  It  had  constantly 
been  argaeid  witii  perfect  truth  that  our 
Em|Hte  was  extremely  vtdaetable  owing 
to  the  extent  on  which  ve  were  depen- 
dent on  foreign  nations  for  food  and  raw 
materials.  One  way  in  which  the  Empire 
could  be  made  less  vulnerable  than  it 
was  now  was  by  growing  larger  supplies 
within  the  Empire.  The  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
Tefened  to  the  percentage  of  unemployed, 
which,  he  said,  during  the  last  half  d  last 
year  showed  an  increase;  if  the  hon. 
Member  took  into  account  the  fact  that 
the  cotton  trade  was  sufEering,  even  a 
year  ago  more  or  less  owipg  to  the 
cotton  famine,  then  in  all  fairness  he  must 
admit  that  the  increase  in  the  percentage 
of  the  unemployed  in  that  trade  during 
the  last  half  of  last  year  was  in  no  way 
connected  with  the  fiscal  questioD.  The 
same  condition  of  things  obtained  now. 
He  therefore  warned  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  tarifi  reform  not  to  quote  the 
cotton  trade  as  an  iostauce  of  the  need  of 
tariff  legislation,  because  the  troubles  from 
which  the  cotton  trade  suffered  were 
quite  apart  from  any  such  question,  and 
tariff  legislation  woidd  tend  to  a^ravate 
rather  than  to  remove  them- 

The  hon.  Gentleman,  although  it  was 
late  in  the  day  to  re-open  that  question, 
seemed  to  argue  that  where  a  tariff  was 

imposed  the  foreigner  would  pay  it  and 
not  the  importer,  but  it  must  be  obvious 
to  everyone  that  in  the  long  run  the  con- 
sumer must  pay  it.  What  was  the  testi- 
mony of  Germany  on  this  point  %  It  was 
to  be  found  in  tiie  remarkable  words 
in  the  preamble  to  the  new  German 
tariff  law. 

"  Prices  in  the  home  market  have,  to  f ar  aa 
the  oironmstanoes  prevailing  during  the  last 
decade  permit  a  judgment,  experieooed  a  rise 
correiprakdine  fmttjr  accurately  to  the  amount 
of  the  duty.'*'^ 

The  hon.  Member  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  seemed  to  plume 
himself  on  the  legislation  last  year 
with  regard  to  the  Sugar  Convention. 
Did  the  hon.  Member  or  any  of  those 
associated  with  him  contemplate  at  the 
time  the  Sugar  Convention  was  passed 
all  the  consequences  which  had  ensued 
.since.     That    Convention  ^  prevented 
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bounty-fed  sugar  coming  to  this  country 
from  Russia,  and  what  did  she  do,  she 
immediately  cast  about  for  a  means  of 
retaliation,  and  discovered  it  in  Indian 
tea.  Naturally  the  Indian  tea  planter 
would  want  to  know  why  his  product 
should  be  penalised  upon  entering  Russia, 
seeing  that  India  had  done  nothing 
to  deserve  it. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  pointed 
out  t^t  Russia  had  quite  as  much 
reason  to  complain  of  the  action  of  India 
OS  of  our  actions  on  account  of  the 
countervailing  duties  she  imposed  upon 
Russian  sugar. 

•Sib  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  said  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  deny 
that  Russia's  action  with  regard  to  Indian 
tea  was  the  direct  result  of  Uie  Sugar  Con- 
vention, and,  that  being  so,  the  Indian  tea 
planter  would  naturally  wish  to  know 
why,  at  this  particular  juncture,  he  should 
be  penalised  in  this  way  in  the  interest 
of  the  West  Indian  planter.  He  asked 
whether  such  legislation  did  not  tend 
rather  to  promote  the  disruption  of 
the  Empire  than  its  oonsolidati<m. 
When  a  Government  embarked  on 
fiscal  l^islation  generally  all  sorts  of 
results  were  apt  to  occur  which  were  not 
contemplated  at  the  time  when  such 
legislation  was  initiated.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  in  his  speech  two  days  pre- 
viously said  he  was  prepared  to  fight  for 
free  larade.  There  was  a  by-eleotion 
now  going  on  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  in 
which  th^  Conservative  candidate 
was  not  a  free-trader.  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  fight  for  free  trade  in 
that  constituency  %  If  so,  he  would  bs 
compelled  to  oppose  the  Conservative 
candidate,  who  had  described  himself  as 
a  "  whole-ho(^;er,"  winch  he  presumed  to 
mean  that  he  was  piepazed  to  8U]^>ort 
the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmbgham  in  its  entirety,  though 
on  the  face  of  it  it  looked  as  if  a  "  whole- 
hogger"  went  further,  seeing  that  bacon 
was  excluded  from  the  Birmingham 
programme.  The  Conservative  candi- 
date in  that  fight,  in  a  circular  which 
he  had  issued  to  ijie  electors,  had  stated 
tiiat  t^e  British  woricman's  savings  were 
the  lowest  m  Europe.  He  contended  that 
that  was  not  true.    It  might  be  true  with 
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regard  to  that  portion  of  their  savings 
w^ch  was  deposited  in  the  Saviogs  Banks, 
but  it  was  not  true  as  to  the  aggregate 
Bavings,  asid,  even  if  the  deposits  in  the 
Savings  Banks  were  regarded  as  the  sole 
test,  it  would  be  found  that  Denmark 
and  Switzerland,  two  more  or  less  free 
countries,  headed  the  list,  which  rather 
tended  to  strengthen  the  free -trade 
ai^^ument.  The  fact  of  the  Savings 
Bulk  deposits  of  the  British  workmen 
being  the  lowest  was  easily  explained .  In 
the  fiist  place  the  interest  allowed  to 
depositors  was  far  lower  than  in  any  otlier 
country;  next,  the  amount  allowed  to  be 
deposited  was  limited,  but  the  great 
reason  of  all  was  that  here  there  were 
other  means  offered  to  the  depositors 
for  investing  their  savings  in  the  great 
building  and  friendly  societies  and  in 
otlier  ways,  and  it  would  be  seen 
that  he  waa  quite  justified  in  con* 
troverting  the  statement  issued  in  that 
circular.  The  savings  of  the  British  work- 
men were,  he  believed,  the  highest  in 
Europe  instead  of  being  the  lowest. 
He  was  not  afraid  of  any  discussion 
so  far  as  free  trade  was  concerned 
provided  always  that  those  who 
gained  by  that  policy  would  speak  out 
■ut  loudly  as  those  who  allend  they 
were  injured  by  it,  but  the  tendency  was 
rather  to  cry  out  when  the  shoe  pinched, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  keep  quiet 
and  certainly  not  to  proclaim  from  the 
house-tops  the  fact  that  under  a  particular 
system  people  were  doing  well.  Now 
l^at  the  question  of  fiscal  reform  had 
been  raised  the  country  would  imist 
upon  its  being  thrashed  thoroughly 
out,  therefore  he  would  not  disapprove  of 
the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission, 
uptm  which  every  shade  of  opinion  should 
be  repreeented,  to  investigate  the  matter. 
What  were  the  features  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  returns  of  which  the  tarifi- 
reformers  at  present  complained  ?  First 
they  complained  of  the  lameness  of  our 
imports,  but  when  it  was  pointed  out 
that  70  or  80  per  cent,  of  those  imports 
were  raw  materials  and  foodstuffs,  he  be- 
lieved everyone  would  rather  see  them 
increase  than  diminish.  Then  they 
complained  of  the  smallness  of  the 
export  of  manufactured  goods.  There 
was  not  a  nation  in  the  world  which 
could  hold  a  candle  to  us  in  that  matter. 
If  he  found  a  man  objecting  to  the  emall- 
Sir  Jf  'iUiam  Hollawl. 


ness  of  our  exports  to  protected  countrit  8 
he  quite  agreed  that  it  would  be  mo&t 
desirable  to  increase  them,  but  he  abso- 
lutely denied  that  the  policy  now  before 
the  country  waa  likely  to  do  so.  In  his 
judgment  it  was  dangerous  to  dogmatise 
on  the  figures  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
because  they  related  wholly  to  the 
exterual  commerce  of  the  country.  In 
his  own  business,  if  he  found  the  home 
trade  sufficient  to  absorb  all  his 
production  he  would  not  send  travel- 
lers abroad  to  push  his  trade  in  foreign 
markets.  It  was  only  when  the 
home  trade  slackened  that  he  would  do 
that,  therefore,  if  these  statistics  were  an 
unsafe  test  as  to  the  condition  of  our 
trade,  it  was  little  short  fd  a  crime 
for  the  country  to  be  committed  to  a 
reversal  of  its  fiscal  policy  on  the 
strength  of  them.  A  far  tnfer  test  of  fiscal 
policy  than  imports  and  exports  waa,  in 
his  opinion,  the  general  condltaon  of  the 
people  at  large.  Were  they  well  fed, 
were  they  well  clothed,  and  well  housed  ? 
Not  so  well,  perhaps,  as  we  should  like  to 
see  them,  but  far  better  than  in  any 
protected  countty  in  Europe,  which 
were  the  countries  now  held  up  to  us  for 
imitation, 

*Mb,  BUEDETT-COUTTS  (Westmin- 
ster); No. 

♦SiK-,  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  said  he 
thought  it  was  suggested  that  we  should 
imitate  the  fiacal  poUcy  of  the  protected 
countries  of  Europe. 

♦Mb.  BUEDETT-COUTTS:  As  I 
interrupted  the  hor.  Member  perhaps  I 
ought  to  explain  my  interruptiDn.  We 
argue  from  the  model  of  die  United 
States. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  said  he 

was  of  course  referring  to  European 
countries,  the  United  States  being  in  a 
category  of  its  own.  Measured  by  the 
standard  he  had  referred  to,  our  fiscal 
policy  had  not  been  a  failure ;  ontiiecon- 
trary,  it  had  been  a  great  success,  but  pro- 
tection would  lead  to  m<Hiopoly,  and  in 
proportion  as  they  had  mon<^oly  they  had 
an  unequal  distribution  wealth  and  con- 
sequent discontent  and  dissatisfaotion. 
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It  put  him  in  mind  of  a  vene  he  read  in 
an  American  paper — 

"A  millioaaire  I'd  like  to  be 
Alack  'tifl  scarcely  fair. 
Another  sets  the  million 
And  I  oa^  get  Uie  '  ain.'" 

There  would  be  an  increase  in  the 
cost  of  living  and  of  production,  and 
any  such  increase  would  paralyse  com- 
petition in  the  great  neutral  markets  of 
the  world.  If  they  had  protection 
they  would  run  the  risk  of  losing 
most-favoured-nation  treatment.  Other 
countries  had  tried  the  policy  of  retaliation 
and  the  result  had  been  that  more 
frequently  tarifis  had  been  raised  instead 
of  being  lowered.  One  great  advantage 
of  our  present  system  was  that  it  attracted 
the  buyers  of  the  world  to  our  markets, 
and  anyone  who  had  anything  to  sell  knew 
that  it  was  an  advantage  to  be  able  to 

rthe  ear  of  buyers .  A  vague  mandate 
retaliation  would  be  Uke  giving 
the  Oovemment  a  blank  cheque.  Of  that 
they  had  had  experience  which  had  not 
been  very  satisfactory.  It  was  clear  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  had  unduly 
magnified  colonial  interests,  minimised 
the  interests  of  this  country,  and  ignored 
altogether  those  of  bidia.  The  Colonias, 
so  far  as  he  had  observed,  wished  for 
nothing  more  than  even-handed  justice, 
which  th^y  would  regard  as  essential  to 
the  permanent  maintenance  of  a  strong 
Empire.  He  had  attended  the  Im- 
perial Congress  of  Chambers,  of  Com- 
merce in  Canada,  and  he  gathered  that 
the  Canadians  generally  would  repel  any 
system  of  preference  wluob  would  have  the 
effectof  injuring  the  interests  of  the  mother 
country,  which  injury  would  speedily 
react  upon  them.  The  Colonies  stood  by 
the  mother  country  in  her  distress,  and  in 
face  of  such  splendid  loyalty  every  pre- 
ference which  the  wit  of  man  could  de- 
vise seemed  unworthy  of  consideration, 
inasmuch  as  it  sought  to  put  the  existence 
of  the  Empire  on  a  cash  basis.  A  fiscal 
union  would  involve  confiioting  and  con- 
tradictory aims  and  therefore  would  not 
consolidate  the  Empire.  To  persist  in  it 
would  lead  to  friction,  btrife,  and  jealousy. 
Fiscal  reform  did  not  offer  the  best  solution 
of  the  difficulty.  The  best  solution  would 
be  found  in  a  political  nnitm — the  forma- 
tion of  a  consnltatiTe,  rather  than  a 


legislative  body.and  of  this  even  the  Prime 
fiUnister  did  not  disapprove .  That  would 
be  a  thousand  times  more  hopeful  a 

solution  of  the  problem  how  best  to 
draw  the  Colonies  more  closely  to  the 
mother  country. 

Sib  J.  DICK80N-P0YNDER  said  he 
had  always  held  that  the  American  case 
could  not  be  advantageously  used  for  pur- 
poses of  comparison  in  this  controversy. 
The  American  Continent  was  in  itself  the 
greatest  free  -  trade  continent  in  the 
world.  Forty-eight  States,  which  were 
formerly  under  a  system  of  protection, 
had  now  formed  themselves  into  a  free- 
trade  continent,  p(»sessing  a  mineral 
and  natural  wealth  which  put  it  quite 
beyond  any  analogy  ia  our  own  country. 
The  general  social  eondition  of  America  was 
good,  there  was  a  perpetual  stream  of  emi- 
gration into  the  country  from  protected 
countries,  still  apprehension  was  being  cre- 
ated in  the  minds  of  thinking  people  in 
America  because  of  the  intolerable 
tariffs  which  had  been  brought 
about  by  the  multi  -  millionaires. 
He  was  of  opii  ion  that  the  dis- 
cussion had  fully  justified  the  Amend- 
ment, couched  as  it  was  in  reasonable  and 
comprehensive  terms.  It  had  given  an 
opportunity  to  all  free-traders,  wherever 
they  might  sit,  to  combine  together  to 
give  expression  to  their  emphatic  con- 
demnation of  the  protectionist  proposals 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham,  px)p08al3  which  had  been  put 
forward  with  the  greatest  assiduity  during 
last  autumn,  and  especially  tiiose  which 
related  to  taxation  on  food,  though  for 
his  part  he  thought  it  operated  with  equal 
force  with  regard  to  the  proposed  taxes 
on  manufactured  goods.  What  was  the 
second  object  of  the  Amendment  ?  He 
took  it  to  be  to  get  an  answer  from  the 
Qovernment,  wiUi  regard  to  which  those 
who  were  responsible  in  the  (Jovemment 
had  spoken  with  more  than  one  voice  in 
their  replies.  The  object  was  to  get,  if 
possible,  from  the  Government  a  clear 
and  unmistakable  declaration  of  policy 
with  regard  to  the  fiscal  question,  for  on 
the  distinctness  and  clearnera  of  that  pro- 
nouncement might  depend  not  merely 
some  scores  of  votes  in  that  House,  but 
in  the  country,  he  thought,  hundreds  of 
thousands  tA  votes.    On  ka.  directn«8 
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also  depended,  in  bis  opinion,  the  integrity 
and  future  ascendancy  of  the  Party 
now  led  by  the  Prime  Minister. 

What  be  wanted  to  ask  the  House  was 
this:   Could  any  free-trader  feel  any 
assurance    from  the  reply   given  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ? 
It  certainly  had  differed  from  the  pro- 
nouncements of  other  members  of  the 
QoTemment.  What,  then,  was  the  im- 
presffion  left  on  their  minds  by  it  ? 
There  was  no  doubt  at  all  that  pro- 
tection was   distinct    and  absolutely 
difEeient  from  retaliation.   The  objects 
of  protection  were  to  exclude  foreign 
imports  with  the  supposed  idea  of  foster- 
ing home  industries.   He  did  not  pro- 
pose now  to  go  into  the  merits  of  that 
question.    With  regard  to  retaliation, 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  was  to 
tempoiuily  restrict  the  import  of  cer- 
tain aitideB  from  certain  countries  which 
were  behaving  most  hoetilely  towards  us 
in  the  matter  of  tarifb.   Now,  whatever 
might  be  said  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
principle  of  retaliation,  the  object  was  to 
increase  the  area  of  trade  and  to  enlarge 
oar  markets.    They  had  been  told  that 
Parliament  was  to  have  a  decisive  voice 
in  regard  to  any  retaliatory  proposals 
that  might  be  made  by  the  Executive 
(Government  in  the  future,  aud  that 
was  very  important,  for,  if  retaliation 
was  to  be  of  any  value  to  this  country, 
it  should  be  made  as  difficult  as  possible 
for  the  Executive  Government  to  carry 
it  out.    If  it  was  first  necessary  in  each 
case  to  get  the  sanction  of  ParUament, 
they  would  not  find  such  proposals  very 
frequently  made.   Our  chief  aggressors 
with  regard  to  high  tarifis  wereKossia, 
Germany,  and  the  United  States,  and  if 
they  examined  the  imports  from  those 
countries  they  would  fird  that  they 
consisted  in  a  large  measure  of  food 
or  raw   material   for   our  industries, 
and   if    a  tax    were    put    on  them 
as  suggested  it  would  be  most  fatal 
to  the  interests  of  this  county.  It 
might  be  possible,  however,  to  suggest 
a  small  tax  on  goods  coming  from  less 
important  countries  in  Europe,  as  for 
instance  Portugal.    If  we  put  a  duty  on 
port  we  might  influence  Portugal  to  give 
us  the  most- favoured -nation  treatment, 
but  that  surely  was  not  a  very  heroic 
measure,  and  it  could  not  form  a  plank  in 
the  platform  of  any  Government  seeking 
Sir  J.  DieksonrPoynder, 


the  support  of  the  electors  of  the  country. 
They  were  told  to  distinguish  betweeo 
the  two  poUciea,  but,  having  catefally 
examined  the  question,  he  was  unable 
to  see  how  they  could  dislanguish  and 
look  upon  as  separate  poUcies  the  policy 
of  preference  and  the  policy  of  protection. 
Preference  must  mean  a  tax  on  food  or 
raw  material,  and  that  was  certainly 
protection.  All  were  in  agreement  with 
the  objects  preference  sought  to  attain. 
They  all  desired  to  draw  closer  the  ties 
between  the  component  parts  of  the 
Empire,  but,  as  had  already  been  shown, 
it  was  impossible  to  devise  a  scheme  of 
preference  satisfactory  to  all  parts  of  the 
Empire  unless  it  inolnded  food  and  raw 
material.  It  was  not  a  sane  or  a 
practicable  proposal. 

Another  argument,  which  at  fint 
sight  was  attractive,  was  that 
by  a  scheme  of  preference  this 
Empire  might  ultimately  become  a  self- 
contained  empire,  independent  of  all 
other  countries  in  the  world,  but  close 
examination  showed  that  that  was  a  very 
Utopian  idea,  which  could  not  possibly  be 
carried  out.  It  was  assumed  that  the 
Empire  would  be  sufficiently  productive  to 
send  us,  in  all  yean,  the  quanti^  of  food 
we  consumed,  but  it  wm  only  necesauy 
to  go  back  a  few  years  to  see  that  a 
concatenation  of  circumstances  might  re- 
sult in  the  wheat  supplies  from  all 
parts  of  the  Empire* being  absolutely 
inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  these 
islands.  In  1897  there  was  famine  in 
India,  drought  in  Australia,  and  a  failure  i 
of  the  wheat  crop  in  Canada,  with  the  | 
result  that  from  all  quarters  of  Em* 
pire  we  received  only  7,500,000  owt.  of 
wheat,  whereas  in  1902,  when  the  adverse 
circumstancee  had  passed  away,  the  j 
quantity  received  was  25,000,000  cwt.  I 
Owing  to  our  present  system  of  open  , 
markets,  the  price  of  wheat  was  not  in  | 
any  way  affected  in  that  adverse  year,  | 
but  the  adoption  oi  a  scheme  to  debar  or 
discourage  the  free  and  rapid  introduction 
of  wheat  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  would 
io  such  a  year  lead  to  great  fluctuations 
of  price,  to  the  detriment  of  all  classes  of 
the  community.  It  was  a  curious  fact 
that  the  scheme  would  seek  to  discourage 
the  introduction  of  produce  from  those 
very  countries,  especially  Argentina,  in 
which  British  capital  was  most  mterested. 
Little  had  been  heard-durins  the  debate 
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of  an  argament  vluoh  had.  been  used 
with  efiect  in  the  country,  that  the  pro- 
posed taxation  would  not  fall  on  the 
consumer.    The  facte  in  the  Blue-book 
supported  the  obvious  truth,  that  ulti- 
mately  the  purchaser   must  pay  the 
impost.   A  comparison  of  prices  in  New 
South  Wales  under  free  trade  and  under 
the  system  of   protection  afforded  a 
notable  illustration.   In  1899  prices  under 
free  trade  were — beef,  3d. ;  cheese,  6d. ; 
mutton,   l^d.  per  pound;    and  flour, 
lOd.  3d.  per  1001b.;  under  the  protective 
tariff  the  prices  were  5d.,  8d.,  4d.,  and 
286.    The  cost  of  clothing  also  had  in- 
creased by  25  to  40  per  cent.    That  was 
an  absolutely  conclusive  proof  that  the 
consumer  paid.   The  more  the  proposal 
was  examined  into,  the  more  it  would 
be  seen  how  weak  was  the  case  of  the 
protectionists   and  how  unanswerably 
strong  was  the  case  of  the  free-trader. 
It  was  no  answer  to  say  that  because 
other  countries  were  thriving  under  pro- 
tection we  should  do  the  same.  The 
conditions  of  this  country  were  totally 
different  itom  those  of  any  othacountey. 
We  were  absolutely  dependent  on  our 
markets  being  open  to  all  the  world, 
whether  for  raw  material  or  for  manu- 
fuctured  goods.   He  defied  any  Commis- 
sion appointed  by  the  Government  to 
define    the    difference    between  raw 
material  and  manufactured  goods.  What 
was  raw  material  one  moment  was  manu- 
factured material  the  next,  and  what  was 
manufactured  material  for  one  indmtry 
was  the  raw  material  of  another.  The 
House  was  in  possession  of  the  Prime 
Minister's  opinion  on  his  own  policy  of 
retfiliatioD,  and,  vaguely,  of  his  opinion 
on  the  proposals  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham ; 
they  ^so  had  the  opinion  of  the  rif^t  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham on^s  own  proposals, but  they  had  not 
yet  heard  his  opinion  on  retaliation.  It 
was  true  they  had  his  opinions  of  twenty 
years  ago,  when,  in  the  cogent  manner  of 
which  he  was  such  a  master,  he  put  for- 
ward unanswerable  arguments  against 
such  a  policy,  but  nothing  could  be  more 
interesting  than  to  have   his  present 
opinions  on  the  subject. 

But  it  was  not  so  much  with  the  merits 
of  the  case  they  had  to  deal ;  they  spoke 
for  themselves ;  it  was  with  the  methods 
by  wluch  this  oontroverey  was  being 
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carried  on.   The  country  had  a  right  to 
demand  that  the  issue  should  be  made 
clear  and  intelligible.    Did  the  Govern* 
ment   commit   themselves   really  and 
truly  to  protection,  or  did  th;y  not? 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
said  a  majority  in  the  elections  would  not 
entitle  the  present  Government  to  adopt 
preference  or  protection;  but  what  would 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham 
say  to  that  ?    In  the  absence  of  the 
Prime  Minister — which  they  all  deplored 
— they  could  gather  his  views  on  the 
subject  only  from   his  pamphlet,  his 
speeches,  and  his  letters,  and,  so  far  as  he 
could  judge,  the  whole  balance  of  the 
Prime    Minister's    inclination  tended 
towards  protection.   But  what  about  his 
colleagues  ^   Earlier  in  the  debate  he  had 
had  a  slight  altercation  with  a  member  of 
the  Cabinet.    As  the  House  was  aware, 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  a  fortnight  ago,  went  down  to 
Wiltshire  and  made  a  speech  against  hx-.n 
and  on  behalf  of  a  candidate  in  the 
Gbvernment's  cause.    He  did  not  desire 
to  quarrel  wit^  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  that  account.   No  doubt  he  was 
actuated  by  sincere  convictions ;  but 
whether  that  action  was  the  result  of  tlie 
best  judgment  he  would  leave  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  decide.   On  that 
occasion,  the  fiscal  case  evidently  not 
being  strong  enough,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  laked  up  other  delinquencies 
to  justify  the  course  he  was  taking,  hut 
he  was  rather  unfortunate  in  the  two 
matters   he    selected — the    Army  and 
education.    As  to  the  former,  howev^T 
instrumental  its  critics  might  have  been  in 
bringing  it  about,  the  fact  remained  that 
the  whole  scheme  of  the  Army  had  been 
radically  changed  since  last  year,  and  if 
the  present  scheme  had  been  then  before 
the  House  he  would  not  have  felt  bound 
to  associate  himself  with  any  attack  upon 
it.    With  regard  to  education,  it  was  un- 
necessary to  say   anything,  as  he  had 
already  given  his  reasons  for  the  course 
he  tooic.    The  London  Education  Bill 
undoubtedly  underwent  a  great  trans- 
formation in  the  House,  and  emerged  a 
much  better  measure  than  it  enteri>d. 
But  it  was  on  public  grounds  he  com- 
plained of  the  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.    It  was  all  very  well  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  he  acted,  not 
as  a  Cabinet  MiniBter,  but  as  an  elector. 
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A  gentleman  of  his  prcnoinence  could  not 
divest  Mmaelf  of  his  official  position. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 

protection  was  a  scientific  method  of 
taxation  in  order  to  obtain  revenue.  It 
seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that  the  right 
hoD.  Gentlemai)  was  sailing  in  his  own 
boat,  because  taxation  for  revenue  formed 
no  part  of  the  proposals  of  ike  Prime 
Ifinister  nor  of  those  of  the  H«nber  for 
West  Biimirghun .  He  believed  that  the 
Government's  policy  of  retaliation  was 
the  stepping-stone  to  the  wider  scheme  of 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham.  If  that 
were  so,  why  was  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man still  a  member  of  the  Government  ? 
'i  he  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  frankly  and  fairly 
left  the  Government  when  he  took  up 
the  cudgels  [for  protection,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  that  many  other  Mem- 
bers at  present  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
ought  to  have  done  likewise.  He  was 
drawn  to  only  one  conclusion — and  it 
had  been  strengenthed  considerably  by 
l^e  speeches  in  that  debate—that  the 
Government  were  really  protectionists, 
but  had  not  the  courage  to  say  so.  He 
should  continue  to  hold  that  opinion 
unless  the  Government  would  act  up  to 
the  pledges  given  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  But  something  more 
was  required.  Free-traders  should  ask 
for  the  removal  of  all  protectionists  from 
the  Government  and  of  all  doubtful  free- 
traders. Orders  should  also  be  given 
and  carried  out  for  the  immediate 
withdrawal  of  all  Tariff  Reform 
Lef^e  branches  in  the  constituencies, 
and  for  all  Conservative  associations  to 
abandon  the  policy  of  protection. 
More  than  half  had  adopted  the  full 
blown  policy;  he  said  that  these  conditions 
were  the  irreducible  minimum  of  any 
free-txader  who  was  worthy  of  the 
name.  Whatever  might  take  place  in 
the  division  at  the  end  of  this  discussion 
was  quite  immaterial,  for  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  country  was  sick  and 
tired  of  this  ambiguity  and  shuffling. 
The  electors  would  insist  upon  a  definite 
and  clear  issue,  and  only  those  who  took 
up  a  definite  position  one  way  or  the  other 
would^  be  Membeis  of^  the  next  Parlia- 
ment. 

SiBj^GBORGB  BARTLEY  (Islin^n, 
N.)  said  it  would  have  been  infinitely 
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better  if  this  subject  could  have  been 
discussed  apart  fnnn  Party  feelinf^  which 
was  litely  to  take  tbem  away  from  tbe 

real  question  of  what  was  the  best 
position  to  take  up  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country  in  regard  to  their  fiscal  arrange- 
ments. He  was  brought  up  a  free-tzadcr, 
and  he  always  had  an  inclination  to  the 
opinion  that  free  tzade  had  done  a  great 
deal  for  this  coontiy.   Under  what  was 
called  free  trade,  there  was  no  donbt 
that  the  country  had  developed  enor- 
mously, but  from  the  discussion  that  had 
already  taken  place,  one  could  not  help 
noticing  that  many  other  circnmstanci>^ 
had  been  at  work.   Even  the  mover  of 
the  Amendment  admitted  that  everything 
was  not  as  he  should  desire  it  in  regard 
to  the  fiscal  policy   and  commensal 
relations  of  this  country  with  other  parts 
of  the  world.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
the  Member  for  Montrose  acknowledged 
that  there  were  questions,  positions,  and 
circumstances    which   they    could  not 
consider  satisfactory,  and  which,  as  a 
great  commercial  nation,  they  would  all 
gladly  see  clumged  and  put  in  a  way 
that  would  commend  itself   to  then 
better  judgment,  imd  which  would  be  to 
tht-  interests  of  the  community.  They 
talked  very  glibly  of  free  trade  and  pro- 
tection.   He  did  not  see  why  those  terms 
should  be  matters  of  reproach,  because  all 
sections  of  the  House  htwi  only  one  desire, 
and  that  was  the  promotion  of  the  well- 
being  of  the  country.   They  must  acknow- 
ledge that  they  had  never  yet  had  free 
trade,  although  they  had  had  free  impute. 
A  good  deal  of  difficulty   had  arisen 
because  they  described  these  things  in 
vague  terms  without  absolutely  defin- 
ing their  real  meaning.    It   might  be 
argued  that  free  imports  were  a  good 
thing  for  a  country,  but  they  could  not 
say  that  free  imports  could  in  any  sensp 
be  called,  or  at  any  rate  in  the  Cobden 
sense,  free  trade.   Cobden's  idea  was  a 
totally  difierent  thing  to  free  imports,  and 
bis  whole  idea  was  that  free  trade  would 
I  lead  different  nations  of  the  world  to  pro- 
!  duce  those  things  which  they  could  pro- 
!  duce  to  the  best  advantage.  Nobody 
argued  that  they  had  got  anything  ap- 
proaching that  state  of  things  now.  &  had 
I  recently  visited  most  of  the  chief  citi»  in 
America,  and  when  he  went  to  the  great 
:  stores  there,  he  was  told  that  they  had  no 
!  English  goods,  and  could  not  sell  them. 
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Of  course,  as  an  Englishman,  he  rejiPnted 
that>  and  he  could  not  understand  how 
there  could  be  free  trade  when  English 
goods  were  excluded.  They  all  agreed 
that  it  was  outrageously  unfair  that  these 
tariff  walls  should  be  raised  so  that  they 
oonld  not  get  British  goods  into  those 
oonntries. 

Major  SBELY  (Isle  of  Wight);  We 
are  treated  no  worse  than  any  other 
country. 

Sib  GEORGE  BABTLET  said  that 
two  blacks  did  not  make  a  white.  The 
object  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  was  that 
something  should  ba  done  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  outrageously  unfair  state  of  things. 
Lord  Avebuiy  had  stated  that  if  there 
was  an  outrageous  case  of  unfairness  all 
they  had  got  to  do  was  to  bring  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  House,  and  the  GoTemment 
of  the  day  should  bring  in  a  Bill  to  put  a 
stop  to  it.  He  had  been  a  Member  of 
the  House  for  twenty  years,  ard  session 
after  session  they  had  tried  to  do  some- 
thing in  connection  with  the  sugar  boun- 
ties, and  it  had  taken  twenty  years  to  do 
anything.  The  object  of  the  Sugar  Con- 
vention Bill  was  to  do  away  with  the 
gross  uolaimess  of  competition  in  the 
sugar  trade,  and  that  object  had  now 
been  accomplished.  He  knew  the  diffi- 
culties of  retaliation,  but  he  could  not 
believe  that  it  was  beyond  the  power  of 
Was  country  to  retaliate.  It  was  reason- 
able and  fair,  he  thought,  that  somehow 
or  another  the  Government  of  the  day 
should  be  invested — he  did  not  suggest 
with  a  free  hand,  but  with  the  power  of 
retaliation.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  that. 
The  s  i  mple  fact  that  the  right  h  on . 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham had  brought  this  question  up  had 
already  produc-d  an  effect  in  Germany 
in  regard  to  thair  threats  towards  Canada 
and  Australia,  and  if  simple  discussion  of 
the  question  produced  that  effect,  surely 
it  would  ba  possibU  to  give  the  Govern- ! 
inent  sonic  power  of  retaliation  by  which  i 
they  would  bi"  able  to  break  down  some 
of  the  tariff  barriers  that  now  existed. 

Having  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  ; 
working  classes  and  the  poor,  there  were 
two  points  he  wished  especially  to  put 
forward.   First  of  all  there  should  be 
Ample  employment  for  the  people,  and 


secondly  cheap   food   for  the  people . 
Those  two  things  were  essential,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  of  the  two  plentiful  p-mploy- 
ment  was  of  more  importance  than  cht- .^p 
food.  Some  people  were  afraid  of  food 
I  being  taxed,  but  he  w  uld  remind  thv'm 
;  that  they  had  not  got  free  food  at  tlie 
present  time,  and  they  never  had  had  it. 
j  Even  the  free-fooders  did  not  suggest 
!  that  they  should  have  free  food,  for  they 
\  had  got  taxed  food  at  the  present  time. 
I  They  taxed  tea,  which  wa=i  almost  a 
I  necessity,  and  sugar,  and    there  wai 
;  another  item  which  was  almost  food  to 
1  the  vory  poorest  which  was  taxed,  and 
{  that  was  tobacco.   [Opposition  cries  of 
I  "  Oh,  oh !  "]   He  knew  something  of  the 
extreme  poor,  and  he  knew  that  many 
of  them  would  soooer  be  deprived  of  some 
of  their  food  than  their  tobacco.   He  did 
not  think  it  was  a  good  thii^  to  announce 
to  other  nations  that  whatever  happened 
England  would  never  tax  food.  He  thought 
if  America  was  absolutely  convinced  that 
this  country  was  in  earnest  they  would  be 
prepared    to   bargain  and  reduce  their 
tariffs.   In  the  United  States  they  laughed 
and  smiled  when  we  talked  to  them  about 
our  tariff  system.   H  the  United  Stat-es 
were  convinced  that  we  were  in  earnest, 
and  determined  to  have  a  war  of  tariffs 
and  rataliation  for  such  time  as  was 
necessary,  he  believed  that  they  would 
give  way  to  a  very  great  extent.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  tariffs  increas.^d  in- 
definitely, but  he  was  in  favour  of  putting 
them  on  until  they  secured  fairer  trade 
for  this  country.    If  America  would  give 
way,  he  was  sure  that  Canada,  and  Ger- 
many, and  other  countries  would  also  give 
way.  With  regard  to  the  importation  of 
goods,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  great 
increase  in  the  importation  of  goods,  which 
used  to  be  made  in  this  country,  was  a 
serious  question,  and  a  very  disquieting 
fact.    [An  Hon.   Member:  Whyl] 
He  knew    someUiing    of    the  poorer 
districts  of  London,  and  he  considered 
thia  state  of  things  disquieting,  because 
he  knew  that  the  poor   people  could 
do  this  work,  and  were  wilhng  to  do 
it,  and  yet  those  articles  were  imported 
ready-made,  free  of  duty,  from  abroad. 
This  House  was  always  passing  legislation 
to  make  the  manufacture  of  goods  more 
costly,  and  he  did  not  object  to  such 
legisUtioa.   The  Factory  Acta,  and  the 
Sanitary  Laws  were  ^te«e^  to^S^^J^ 
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well-being  of  the  workera,  and  they  were  ' 
quite  right,  and  proper,  aud  humane ;  but 
it  was  an  extraordinary  anomaly  that, 
while  in  this  country  they  increased  the 
difficulties  of  production  in  this  way,  they 
did  not  mind  goods  being  produced 
abroad  under  conditions  which  were  not 
allowed  in  this  country.'^  ' 

BfB.  TEiniAKT  (Berwickshire)  :]•'  Can 
the  hon.  Ifember  mention  a  country  when 
the  laws  for  indmtrial  production  are 
worse  than  in  this  country? 

Sir  GEORGE  BARTLEY  said  that  he 
could  mention  every  country  in  Europe. 
While  they  had  laid  these  restrictions 
upon  thv>  manufacturers  of  this  country, 
they   had   allowed   foreign  goods   to  ^ 
be  imported  to  compete  with  them,  ; 
which     had     been     made  without 
those   conditions,   and  thus  foreigners  j 
were  permitted  to  undermine,  undercut,  I 
and  undersell  British  manufacturers.    It  | 
might  be  argued  that  the  importation  of  | 
foreign  goods  was  due  to  several  causes, 
and  he  was  not  going  to  say  that  l^e  sole 
reason  why  those  goods  came  in  was  on  , 
account  of  our  fiscal  system.  But  their  ; 
fiscal  system  was  at  any  rate  one  of  the 
reasons,  although  there  might  be  other  \ 
reasons  as  well.    It  might  be  true  that ' 
there  was  want  of  enterprise  amongst 
British  manufacturers,  and  it  might  also 
be  said  that  trades-union  rules  had  had 
some  effect ;    some  might  argue  with 
proof  that  the  people  of  this  country 
wasted  a  good  deal  of  their  resources 
upon  alcohol ;  but  these  after  all  were 
only  items,  and  one  item  certainly  was 
the  fiscal  system.    Was  it  not  reasonable 
that  before  a  man  employed  capital  in  an 
enterprise  in  which  he  would  have  to  pay 
wages,  and  add  to  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  that  he  should  be 
protected  from  bemg  undersold  by  the 
"dumping"  system  which  was  allowed 
at  present  ?    There  was  no  doubt  that 
this  uncertainty  of  an  enterprise  being 
remunerative,  and  the  possibility  that  a 
man,  after  investing  large  sums  of  money 
in  machinery  and  business,  might  be  ham- 
pered or  injured  by  foreign  competition 
of    an    unfair   character,    tended  to 
retard  enterprise  and  decrease  that  em- 
ployment upon  which  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  country  depended.    To  meet  an 
evil  of  this  kind  he  thought  exceptional 

Sir  George  Baiiley, 


measures  ought  to  be  taken,  and  surely 
that  was  not  unreasonable.  He  did  not 
agree  that  this  country  was  nearly 
ruined,  and  many  people  talked  very 
exaggeratedly  upon  this  subject.  Wise 
merchants  did  not  wait  to  be  ruined  before 
coaiiderirg  their  position,  hut  they 
looked  at  the  signs  of  the  time  and  regu- 
lated their  businesses  accordingly.  He 
thought  the  Government  ou^^t  to  do  the 
same.  The  amount  of  manufactured 
cotton  goods,  hardware,  cutlery,  building 
materials,  iron  and  steel,  and  other 
articles  imported  into  this  country  were 
increasing  in  amount  and  had  largely  in- 
creased during  the  last  three  or  four 
years,  and  these  were  matters  which 
required  their  very  careful  consideration. 

He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  that  he 
ought  not  to,  but  it  was  a  little  difficult 
to  understand  the  exact  position  in  which 
they  stood.    But  he  gathered  that  the 
action  of  the  Government  was  to  see  why 
we  were  getting  into  the  state  in  which 
we  were  getting,  and  whether  anything 
could  be  done  to  stop  it.    No  doubt  at 
the  present  time  the  country  was  not  in 
an  exta«mely  bad  way.   Trade  during  thr 
last  decade  had  been  good,  but  if  there 
were  indications  that,  owing  to  the  increase 
in  the  importe  of  manufactured  goods  there 
might  in  the  future  be  a  want  of  employ- 
ment in  this  country,  he  thought  the 
Government  were  right  in  consideiiug 
the  fiscal  question.    There  was  to  some 
people  a  sort  of  fetishin  the  very  name 
^  free  trade,  and  they  would  not  allow  any- 
body to  say  a  word  against  it.    He  was 
afraid  that  it  was  an   image  only  of 
tinsel  and  not  of  solid  gold.  Whether 
the  Government  went  as  far  as  the  right 
,  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham  he 
did  not  quite  know.    He  ventured  to 
'  say,  at  one  time,  that  they  could  not  bv 
any  possible  means  exempt  food  from 
thb  subject  if  they  were  going  to  resort 
to  retaliation  with  certain  countries.  He 
thought  it  was  not  honest  to  say  that 
they  could  resort  to  retaliation  unless 
they  had  a  perfectly  free  hand.    A  ques- 
tion allied  to  this  was  that  of  preferential 
tarifis.    He  knew  the  arrangement  of 
preferential  tariffs  with  the  Colonies  wat^ 
extremely  difficult.    When  he  was  in 
Canada  last  year  he  crossed  to  the  Pacific 
and  learned  much  by  the  way.    He  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  Canada  was  quite 
able  to  look  after  hei;^|f^,^3e  found 
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there  was  a  kindly  and  loyal  feeling  to- 
wards us  in  every  way,  but  he  thought 
they  would  resent  any  sort  of  charitable 
patronage.  He  was  sure  they  would 
resent  tihe  infliction  of  any  hardship  on 
^  life  of  the  people  here  in  order  to 
promote  their  welfare.  StiU  he  could  not 
help  blinking  tiiat  it  was  not  beyond  the 
wit  of  man  somehow  or  other  to  give  our 
oolonies  as  much  preferential  favour  as 
we  could.  There  were  many  ways  in 
whioh  we  could  help  the  Colonies  if  we 
diose  to  do  so.  He  felt  that  part  and 
parcel  of  our  fiscal  8}vtem  should  be 
in  every  possible  way  to  give  l^em  what 
advuitage  we  could.  Although  he  did 
not  wish  to  hint  or  throw  out  the  idea 
that  we  were  going  to  buy  their  support 
and  loyalty  by  that  kind  of  action,  he 
said  that  we  could  by  our  fiscal  system 
do  much  to  promote  their  wealth,  and  we 
should  cortainty  do  so.  In  tiie  territory 
of  Canada  thm  were  enormous  fields 
still  undeveloped  whne  foodstu&  could 
be  produced  for  this  country,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  with  a  little  encouragement 
and  assistance  that  territory  might  be 
the  means  of  contributing,  not  only  to  the 
wealth  of  Canada,  but  to  the  bettering 
of  the  condition  of  our  people  here. 

The  political  position  here  at  the 
present  time  was  somewhat  peculiar. 
The  illness  of  the  Prime  Minister  was  most 
regrettable,  because  it  was  not  possible  to 
discuss  the  fiscal  question  satisfactorily 
without  him.  They  were  handicapped  in 
all  directions.  He  said  so  with  all  respect 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  iha  Government 
Front  Bench.  Hon.  Gentiemen  opposed  to 
the  Government  seemed  to  think  that 
they  were  trying  to  revert  to  the  fiscal 
system  which  existed  previous  to  1846. 
He  could  not  conceive  of  the  Govern- 
ment ever  having  such  an  idea  in  their 
heads.  He  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham had  no  such  idea.  But  we  had  had 
nearly  sixty  years  experience  of  the  great 
change  which  was  then  made,  and,  while 
many  benefits  had  accrued,  it  had  been 
found  that  there  were  also  many  draw- 
backs to  the  present  system.  He  wished 
they  could  dissociate  themselves  from 
Party  feeling,  and  address  themselves  to 
the  consideration  of  the  question,  whether, 
baving  the  experience  of  the  past,  they 
could  not  do  something  to  make  things 
better.   The  poverty  of  the  people  was 
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due  to  many  causes,  and  want  of  em- 
ployment was  no  doubt  one  of  the  great 
factors  in  producing  it.  If  we  looked 
into  the  fiscal  system  and  revised  it,  we 
might  be  able  to  devise  some  way  of 
decreasing  the  amount  of  unemployment 
of  the  people.  He  would  be  no  party  to 
anything  that  would  tend  to  harden  the 
lot  of  the  people  of  this  country,  but  he 
was  in  favour  of  a  careful  consideration 
and  revision  of  our  fiscal  system  with  the 
view  of  causing  an  improvement  of  their 
condition.  It  was  because  he  wished  to 
see  their  condition  improved  that  he 
would  oppose  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Burghs)  said  that  the  speech  which  had 
just  been  delivered  showed  the  advantage 
of  getting  this  question  debated  in  the 
House.  The  hon.  Grentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  stated  that  when  he 
asked  for  English  goods  in  shops  in  the 
United  States  he  was  told  that  there  were 
none  to  be  found.  According,  however,  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  returns  last  year 
the  United  States  purchased  nearly 
£23,000.000  of  British  goods.  The  state- 
ment contradicted  by  this  figure  was  the 
sort  of  statement  made  on  hundreds  of 
platforms.  It  was  this  kind  of  random 
gossip  which  had  been  used  to  buttress 
the  case  for  protection,  and  the  advantage 
of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
that  such  statements  could  be  tested  and 
answered  on  the  spot.  Another  advan- 
tage of  the  speech  just  delivered  was  that 
it  showed  that  even  an  exemplary  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  was  in  grave 
doubt  about  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  Government  went  so  far  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham.  That  was  a  perfect  justi- 
fication for  the  debate.  He  agreed  that 
it  was  an  unfortunate  thing  the  Prime 
Bfinister  was  not  present,  because,  among 
other  reasons,  it  afforded  a  certain  excuse 
to  the  Government  for  not  giving  the 
House  really  a  full  statement  of  what  they 
were  going  to  do.  It  was  not  that  they 
did  not  know  ;  and  he  did  not  think  they 
were  entitled  to  shelter  behind  the  fact 
that  the  Prime  Minister  was  absent. 
This  was  not  the  pohcy  of  the  Prime 
Minister  but  of  the  Cabinet.  It  was  the 
gospel  of  the  Grovemment,  and  they  had 
got  a  dozen  of  them  in  the  ~ 
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they  ought  to  know  something  of  this  '  sudden  change  in  the  last  two  days  proved 
gospel  of  retaliation  from  these  twelve  <  distinctly  that  the  policy  had  arisen  from 
apostles.    Throughout  the  recess  they  I  no  national  emergency.    It  was  puitlf 
had  been  fighting  protectionist  arguments  j  due  to  political  emergency ;  so  it  changed 
put  forwaid  under  the  auspices  of  Con- 1  with  political  vicissitudes.    Id  1895  trade 
servative  associations,  and  what  was  their  |  was  really  bad,  and  armies  of  the  oneoi' 
surprise  to  find  those  arguments  thrown  .  ployed  were  parading  the  streets,  but 
over  the  very  first  day  of  the  session.    At  never  a  word  then,  and  up  to  the  genenl 
first  he  thought  the  President  of  the  election, did  they  hear  about  the  prefeien- 
Board  of  Trade  had  stampeded  with  the  tial  tariff.    The  moment  the  right  hon. 
guns,  but  that  was  not  the  fact.    It  simply  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
meant  that  the  fire  was  too  hot  for  them,  ham  came  back  from  South  Africa  he  made 
and   they  were  seeking  cover.   After  \  his  speech.    Beginning  with  the  by-ekc- 
making  protectionist  speeches  in  every  '  tions,  which  showed  what  he  was  tikink- 
constituency,  the  President  of  the  Local  ing  about,  he  referred  to  what  he  called 
Government  Board  turned  round  and  smaller  controversies.     He  had  nothing 
charged  a  Member  of  the  House  with  particular  to  say  about  education,  and 
having  said  that  the  Secretary  of  the  there    was     loud    laughter  when  he 
Board  of  Trade  had  made  a  protectionist  spoke  about    temperance   reform,  bat 
!:->>eech.    A  few  months  ago  that  would  when  he  mentioned  local  finance,  that 
have  been  a  compliment.   The  House  ,  meaning  rates,  there  was  no  langhtn. 
was  entitled  to  know  the  real  issue  |  The  r^t  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
upon  which  they  were  to  fi^t.    It  |  education  and  sobriety  were  not  an 
was  a  livery  well  to  pretend  to  be  a  free- !  atmosphere  favourable  to  the  appreda- 
trader  in  the  House  and  to  use  protec-  \  tion  of  the  merits  of  the  Conservative 
tionist  weapons  in  the  constituencies.  Government,  and  therefore  he  began  to 
It  was  not  playing  the  game  straight.  [  think   Imperially.     That   was  where 
In  recent  by-elections  two  poor  Grovem-  [  he  started.    Trade  was  excellent.  Why, 
ment  cruisers  that  took  refuge  in  Port  only  a  year  before  Ministers  went  about  the 
Arthur  had  been  allowed  by  the  Govern-  country  saying  that  we  never  had  had 
ment.  without  a  declaration  of  war,  to  be  such  trade,  all  of  them  suggested  that 
torpedoed  by  the  Tariff  Reform  League,  that  was  due  to  the  blessing  of  having 
probably  because  they  were  not  in  the  the   coimtry  governed  by  themselves 
nner  harbour.    The  right  hon.  Gentle-  and  their  colleagues.    At  any  rat«  trade 
man  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern-  was  flourishing,  it  was  splendid,  but  in 
JUfiTit  Board  had  said  he  was  willing  to .  a  sin^e  night  it  with^ed  like  Jonah'i^ 
give  every  latitude  to  hon.  Members  on ,  gourd.   One  speech  cUd  it  all !  Agricnl- 
his  »de  of  the  House ;  but  the  latitude  ture  ruined,  woollen  and  cotton  going, 
was  in  one  direction — that  was,  in  the  ,  pearl  buttons  gone !  Never  had  there 
direction  of  preferential  tariff,  though  '  been  such  devastation  wrought  by  a 
the  policy  of  the  Government  was  free  single  speech  in  history.    And  observe, 
trade.     There  was  no  latitude  in  the  in  the  revised  editions,  some  of  those 
other  direction.    It  was  Long-itude.    He  trades  had  been  restored  by  a  single  stroke 
appealed  to  the  Grovemment  to  put  an  of  the  pen  to  their  former  prosperity  1 
end  to  this  ping-pong  playing  with  the  The  right  hon.  Grentleman  went  about 
trade][of|[the  country.  the  country  preaching  this  doctrine  of 

KTt.  n    M    4        D    _j         -  our  impending  doom,  and  curiously  enough 

^ePresidentofthe  Board  of  Trade  was  a  ^^^^  delighted  at  the 

free-ta»der  on  Monday ;  he  was  apparency  ^  ^,  ''^^     ^hey  celebrated  their 

aprefercntial  tenff  man  on  Tuesday.  He  j;./.^  ^  ^^-^  of  banquets.  They 
had  been  shaking  his  head  ever  since.  |  ^.^j^^  in  the  destruction  o?  the  tinpUte 
Ministers  were  as  variable  as  the  weather.  .  \    ,      ^  j  c  •  v  j 

The  only  thing  they  were  clear  about  was  Cardiff,  and  fimshed  up  with 

dumping.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- ;  a  g«n<J  spread  over  ruined  trade  at  the 
chequer  was  allowed  to  make  a  speech  in  j  Hotel  M6tropole,  where  they  toasted  the 
the  country  in  favour  of  preferential  downfall  of  British  trade  in  the  finest 
tariffs.  There  ought  to  be  an  end  to  this. '  champagne.  Ti\e  Preudent  of  the  Tariff 
It  was  not  fair  in  any  Government.  The  ,  Commission  was  present,  but  his  boon 
Mr.  Uoyd-George,  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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companion,  the  r^t  hon.  Member  for ' 
Slealoid,  was  absent.    They  drank  that 
toast  in  the  finest  champagne,  but  surely  \ 
they  ought  to  have  confined  their  libations 
to  Tintara !  However,  one  should  not  i 
expect  too  great  sacrifices  to  be  loade  in  : 
the  interests  of  one's  country-    At  any 
rate  they  seemed  to  have  had  a  good  time, 
for  the  Chancellor  of  tiie  Enheqner  a 
day  or  two  afterwards  said  about  the 
tariff-refoTmers  that    they  were  seeing ' 
portents  in  the  air.    That  was  the  state  | 
of  things,  everything  was  going  well.    We  ! 
were  aU  mined,  and  we  were  delighted  at  | 
it.    Then  came  the  remedy  of  t^e  right  | 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Bltember  for  West  Bir- 1 
min{^in,whow«itto6Ia8gowtomifoldit. , 
"We  are  ruined,"  cried  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman, "  And  what  is  to  be  done  ?  The 
first  thing  you  have  to  do  s  to  double  the 
supply  of  pigs."    The  hope  of  the  country 
lay  in  increasing  the  number  of  its  swine. 
Well,  at  first  this  sort  of  thing  did  very 
well,  but  the  commonsense  of  the  country 
began  to  see  through  it.  By-election 
after  by-election  showed  that  after  all 
the  people  were  not  to  be  taken  in  by  all 
this  kind  of  thing.    Then  came  a  change. 
It  was  discovert^  that  there  was  no  life 
in  this  agitation,  and  everbody  knew 
perfectly  well  that  it  would  not  survive 
the  political  activity  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tJie  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham. It  wasentirely his  creation.  There 
might  be  a  little  guerrilla  fighting  upon  the 
hills  of  Sheffield,  or  in  that  neighbourhood, 
but  the  thing  was  killed.    There  might 
be  a  few  faitmul  followers  left  who,  how- 
ever, like  the  wild  Boers  in  the  late  war 
remained  out  of  sight.  That  was  tiie  reason 
why  downright  proteotionistB,  like  the 
right  hon.  Gmtleman  the  Member  for  Slea- 
ford,  acclaimed  the  right  hon.  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  as  the  greatest 
statesman  that  ever  lived.  If  he  might  be 
permitted  to  say  it,  a  fisherman  was  never 
a  good  judge  of  the  size  or  weight  of  the 
salmon  that  he  had  caught  himself.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  trade  was 
exactly  what  they  would  like  it  to  be, 
but,  at  any  rate,  it  was  on  the  whole  good. 
It    had  been   excellent,   although  we 
were  now  suffering  from  depression^  in 
some  quarters. 

There  had  beenl  a  good  deal  of 
talk  about  Scotland,  and  the  iron 
and  steel  trade  there.   The  hon.  Gentle- 


man the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

had  practically  based  his  case  on  iron 
and  steel  rails,  but  a  very  strong  supporter 
of  l^e  hon.  Gentleman  in  Scotland,  a 
Conservative,  had  given  him  a  copy 
of  a  report  on  the  progress  of  the 
iron  and  steel  trade  m  Scotland, 
prepared  itx,  and  circulated  at,  the  Glas- 
gow Exhilntion.  In  this  report  it  waa 
stated  that  in  1883  there  were  seventy- 
three  steel  furnaces  in  operation,  with 
an  output  of  290,000  tons,  whereas  in  1901 
there  were  ninety  furnaces  in  operation, 
with  an  output  of  945,000  tons  ;  that  was^ 
the  output  had  ahnost  quadrupled,  not- 
withstanding trade  depiessioQ  and  fluctoa- 
tions.  There  had  been  a  steady  increase 
for  twenty  years.  In  spite  of  the  competi- 
tion, especially  of  our  dear  consinB  across 
the  sea,  Scotland  was  likely  to  maintain  its. 
position,  and  they  were  perfectly  prepared 
to  2  fight  competition  from  whatever 
quarter  it  came,  and  to  rely  on  Scotch 
enei^,  skill,  and  enterprise.  Protection 
was  really  the  creed,  if  he  might  use  the 
word,  of  the  '*  funkers."  What  was  the 
suggestion  to  meet  the  difficulty  ?  There 
was  no  doubt  that  dumping  was  a  good,  or 
a  bad  thing,  as  they  might  teke  it. 
But  if  it  was  a  bad  thing  what 
was  to  be  done  ?  Retaliation  was- 
really  a  much  more  dangerous  policy 
than  protection,  and  for  this  reason. 
Retaliation  was  simply  an  act  of  war 
against  one  particular  Power,  not  for  the 
:  protection  of  the  whole  of  your  own  in- 
dustries. Take  the  case  of  America  and 
the  Welsh  tinplate  trade.  We  used  to 
seU  between  £3,000,000  and  £4,000,000 
worth  of  tinplates  a  year  to  the  United 
States.  No  doubt  that  trade  had  practi- 
cally disappeared  as  the  result  of  the 
hostile  tariff  set  up  by  America  to  exclude 
it  from  the  United  States.  He  was  put- 
ting the  case  as  strongly  as  he  possibly 
could.  But  what  happened?  Wales 
was  still  selling  £900,000  worth  of  tin- 
plates  every  year  to  America,  while 
America  was  not  selling  sixpenny-worth 
of  her  tinplates  here.  [An  Hon.  Member 
on  the  GovEMTMBHT  Benches:  They 
will  soon.]  That  showed  how  much  the 
hon.  Member  knew  about  the  matter. 
The  Americans  could  not  sell  tin^ates 
within  6s.  or  7s.  a  box,  of  what  the  Welsh 
makers  could  do,  simply  because  these  had 
got  their  raw  matciials  much  cheaper. 
Suppose  we  acted  on  the  suggestion  of 
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the  right  bon.  Gentlemftn  the  Member  for 
West  Birming^iam,  who  said — 

**If  yon  had  Bomethmg  eke  yon  could 
lAuretten  .America  with  tiun  she  would  not 
impose  these  duticfl." 

But,  could  America  do  nothing  in  return? 
At  the  present  moment  we  are  carrying 
59  per  cent,  of  Amencan  trade  in  our 
ships ;  we  axe  selling  her  £900,000  of  tin- 
plates,  and  she  is  selling  none  in  return. 
If  yon  threaten  America  you  must  carry 
out  your  threat.  America  is  not  a  country 
to  be  threatened.  America  is  a  very 
rich  and  determined  country,  and  it 
would  suit  certain  interests  in  America  to 
have  a  tariff  war  with  England.  It  might 
suit  the  shipping  interests  and  Uie  tin- 
plate  interests  tbeie.  The  very  first  thing 
that  America  would  do  would  be  to  ^ve  a 
bounty  to  American  shipping,  which  would 
at  once  reduce  our  carrying  trade  with 
America.  At  present,  America  could  not 
get  her  coal  into  the  Mediterranean, 
because  she  could  not  get  a  return  cargo. 
If  the  return  freight  were  paid,  as  France 
was  doing  by  bounties  to  her  shippng, 
America  could  send  her  coal  to  the 
Mediterranean  on  better  terms  than 
we  could.  The  policy  of  retaliation 
would  hit  our  shipping,  it  would 
hit  the  colliers  in  South  Wales,  it 
would  hit  the  consumers  throughout 
the  country,  by  puttii^  up  the  price  of 
food,  and  it  would  lose  the  £900,000  of  tin- 
plates — the  industry  that  it  was  intended 
to  benefit.  The  same  thing  applied  to 
Qennany.  Qermany  did  not  charge  more 
for  our  goods,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  -than 
Canada  did.  Qermany  did  not  exclude  us 
from  the  coasting  trade.  It  might  suit 
Germany  to  do  tiiat  in  order  to  increase 
her  own  shipping.  She  wanted  men  for 
her  own  Navy,  but  at  the  present  moment 
she  was  subsidising  our  Navy  by  allowing 
our  ships  to  carry  her  goods  along  her  own 
coasts. 

Then  we  were  told  that  we  were 
going  to  get  colonial  preferences.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said — 

"  Why  ihonldjyfm  slam  the  door  in  the  £aee 
«f  Canada  and  the  QtAoBam.'* 
Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


Who  was  slamming  the  doors  I  The 
Colonies  sent  their  goods  to  our  markets 
free.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  speaking  iu  Lancashire.  Did  he 
know  that  the  Canadian  statistics  showed 
that  Lancashire  goods  were  charged  200 
per  cent,  in  Canada,  and  that  Lancashire 
took  from  £10,000,000  to  £15,000,000 
worth  of  Canadian  goods,  on  which  not  a 
sixpence  was  charged.  It  was  simply 
trifling  with  the  constituencies  to  address 
such  argiuuenta  to  them.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  G^entleman  who  spoke  last 
that  Canada  did  not  want  any  preference. 
He  went  to  Canada  a  short  time  ago  and 
met  there  a  gentleman  who  originally 
came  from  West  Birmingham,  where  he 
had  been  an  artisan,  aiu  knew  nothing 
about  farming.  He  began  farming  in 
Canada  ten  years  ago,  had  now  200  acres 
of  land  of  his  own,  and  a  commo- 
dious lumber  house.  He  was  worth 
between  £1,500  and  £2,000,  and  talked  of 
returning  to  West  Birmingham.  If  that 
gentleman  had  remained  in  West  Birming- 
ham he  would  still  have  been  world^ 
there,  getting  old,  and  looking  forward  to 
the  old-age  pension  which  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  had 
promised  him  ten  years  ago.  What  was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  doing  ?  He  was  work- 
ing hard  to  tax  the  food  of  the 
people  ol  this  country,  in  order  to  enable 
the  gentleman  he  had  spoken  of  to  add 
another  £1,000  to  his  £2,000.  That  was  a 
mons^us  proposition,  and  no  fanner  in 
Canada  had  ever  aslrad  for  it.  Colonial 
preference  was  interfering  with  the  pro 
greas  of  free  trade  in  Canada.  The  Con- 
servatives in  Canada  did  not  propose  any* 
thing  of  the  kind.  The  Conservative 
Leader  in  the  Canadian  Parliament, 
speaking  on  the  Ist  March,  1902,  said  that 
he  did  not  believe  in  dealing  with  the  qaes- 
tion  of  Canadian  defence  by  adopting  a 
preferential  tarifi  which  would  shut  up  the 
mills  in  Canada,  and  give  increased  profits 
to  some  manufacturers  in  Yorkshire. 
That  was  not,  the  speaker  said,  the  way  to 

contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Empire- 
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Sib  gilbert  PABKEK  (Gravesend) 
said  that  the  Manitoba  liCgislatura  had 
passed  a  Resolution  the  other  day  in 
favour  oi  Mr.  Chamberlain's  proposals. 

Mb.  LLOTD-GEORGE  said  of  course 
the  farmers  in  the  North- West  of  Canada 
were  perfectly  willing  that  we  should 
impose  a  preferential  tariff  of  2s.  per ; 
quarter  on  wheat  in  their  favour,  but  the 
question  was — would  the  Canadian  manu- 
facturers lower  their  tariff  ?  He  chal- 
lenged tiie  hon.  Member  to  quote  a  single 
responsible  Canadian  statesman  who 
proposed  to  abolish,  or  to  reduce,  the 
present  tariff  on  British  goods  in  return 
for  any  preference  we  might  ^ve  to  their 
wheat.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  said  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  suffraing  in  this  country,  and  we  had 
got  to  do  something  to  meet  it.  No 
Liberal  Member  denied  that.  The  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose  affirm^  the  prin- 
ciple tiiat  we  looked  to  meet  that  suffer- 
ing by  social  reform.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Tunbridge  Division,  in  his  straightforward 
speech,  had  said  that  we  miut  try  to  do 
away  with  fluctuations  in  employment ; 
but  the  fluctuations  in  employment  were 
greater  in  protectionist  countries  than 
here.  He  himself  had  been  perfectly 
appalled  at  the  evidence  which  was  given 
before  a  Royal  Commission  on  which  he 
had  sat,  as  to  the  time  when  the  efficiency 
of  workmen  came  to  an  end.  It  was  a 
perfectly  horrifying  reflection  to  him 
that  at  the  time  of  life  when  professional 
men  in  London,  and  in  Hhs  great  towns, 
were  at  the  height  of  their  intellectual 
vigour  and  skill,  the  artisan  was  done 
with.  We  had  to  meet  a  situaliou  of  that 
kind,  but  it  could  not  be  done  by  taxing 
the  food  of  the  poor  inan.   Take  this  cele- 
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brated  Tariff  Commission.  The  right  hon> 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham would  not  put  a  workman  on  that 
Commission,  because  he  could  not  afford 
to  pay  the  expense.  [Cries  of  "No. 
no !  *']  Was  it  wrong  for  him  to  quote 
the  reason  given  by  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentieman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham ?  He  was  not  critaciaing  it. 
[An  Hon.  Mehbeb  :  Want  of  time.] 
Want  of  time !  If  Hh&t  was  the  case  in 
regard  to  workmen,  what  about  the  con- 
siderable propOTtion  of  the  community 
who  did  not  know  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  these  tariffs.  They  had  no 
trades  unions  to  |aoteot  tiieir  interests^ 
and  could  only  look  to  Parliament  to  see 
that  in  any  fiscal  changes  their  condition 
should  not  be  aggravated.  What  was 
wanted  was  to  prolong  the  days  of 
human  efficiency  in  this  country,  and 
something  might  be  done  in  that  direc- 
tion by  taking  away  the  temptations  to 
drink.  £180,000,000  a  year  was  spent 
in  drink,  and  yet  this  Government  while 
talking  about  protecting  the  workii^ 
classes,  actually  proposed  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  reduce  the  protection  which 
the  working  classes  abeady  had  against 
drink.  He  -waa  glad  th&t  the  controversy 
had  been  raised  as  it  had  called  atten- 
tion to  the  position  of  the  people.  AIj 
they  wanted  was  that  instead  of  resorting 
to  quack  remedies  they  should  do  some- 
thing to  protect  the  people  against  the 
greed  of  those  great  capitalists. 

Sib  GILBERT  PARKER  said  he 
was  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  saying  a  few  words  on  the  question 
which  had  been  raised  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken.  The 
hon.  (Gentleman  challenged  whathe  himself 
knew  to  be  a  fact,  namely,  ^  opinion  of 
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Ministers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  and  of  j  Commons  no  less  distinguished  a  Grentle- 
lea^ng  politicians  of  the  Consenrative  |  man  than  the  right  hon.  (rentleman  the 
Party  in  Canada  with  reference  to  pre-  |  Member  for  West  Bristol  said — 
ferential  trade  and  reduced  taxation  on  j      i  confess  that,  speaking  for  myself,  I  would 
British    goods.    He   was    very    glad  go  along  way  if  I  oonld  secure  a  ZoUveivin 

,      ,  iL  A  av     L        n    1,1  _     1  between  ttie  CV^onies  and  the  United  Kinsdom 

to  observe  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  '^^       ^^^^  ^pp^^^^ 

applied  to  tarifTs  on  goods  a  different  in- 1         ,  .  , ,.     •  « 

*  x:    X  *!.  A       II  u  ij  1-    XI.      I    Agam  and  agam  on  pobUc  platforms 
terpretation  to  that  usually  held  by  those  1 ,       ,    ,  „  , 

* ,  -  , ,      „    ,      !  m  Canada  the  leaders  of  what  was  called 

who  opposed  the  views  of  hon.  Members  '  ,    „  ■  n 

t,.  .-  -1    »  x»    »T  TT       jt      X  fcne  Conservative  Party  m  that  countrv 

on  that  side  of  the  House.    He  said  that  i     ,  ,  ,     ,  ,     •  , 

...       ,,1^  .  had  supported  the  proposals  of  the  right 

Lancashire;  people  had  to  pay  taxation  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

-       1     .       ,   noi.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
amounting  to  £200,000  in  order  to  get         .    ,  ,       ,       ,      ,  , 

.  ,       ,    .      _      ,      „   ,  Birmingham.    More  than  that  they  had 

theiri  goods  into  Canada.    If  that  was  ,      ,       .  .      ,        ,  ,     '  . 

,   ,        heard  to-night  about  the  conference  in 
the  case  it  was  not  the  consumer  but  the  ,      ,  ,  ,   .        ,  -  , 

,  ,        , .    ,     Montreal  and  the  resolution  which  wa^ 

Lancashire  manufacturer  who  paid  the  i         ,      .      ,  .    ,  ,  ■  . 

^  passed  at  it.    It  surprised  hiin  that  thi 

hon.  Gentleman  who  brought  up  that 

matter  found  occasion  to  oppose  the  idei 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  that ,  of  preference  in  this  House,  since  he  helH 
was  not  what  he  stated.  j^^^     ^1^^  Montreal  resolution  which 

^  approved  of  the  principle  of  preference. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKEBsaid  he  merely  He  would  ask  the  House  if  they  thoroughly 
mentioned  the  point  to  show  the  char-  '  understood  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
acter  of  the  statements  which  came  from  !  Colonies  in  this  matter.  He  thought 
those  who  were  preaching  the  doctrine  I  was  not  an  unreasonable  position, 
of  absolute  free  trade  which  did  not  i  They  offered  preference,  but  was  this 
exist.  With  reference  to  the  opinion  of  country  to  give  nothing  in  return  ?  He 
leaders  of  political  thought  in  Canada,  ,  believed  that  there  was  no  Legislature 
he  would  challenge  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  Colonies  that  was  not  prepared, 
as  to  whether  for  the  last  twenty  years  i  according  to  their  situation  and  to  the 
both  Parties  in  Canada  had  not  been  in  tariffs  which  they  adopted  for  their  own 
favour  of  preferential  treatment  in  the  needs,  to  give  consideration  to  British 
British  market,  and  had  shown  tiieir  |  goods.  That  oonuderatioa  would  natur- 
adherence  to  that  principle  of  prefer-  ally  be  in  proportion  to  their  opportuni* 
ence  by  offering  this  country  preference  ties.  It  would  not  be  of  course,  as  had 
in  their  own  markets  on  manufactured  ,  been  suggested,  the  taking  off  of  all  taxa- 
goods.  They  were  told  that  it  did  not  tion  on  British  goods.  That  would  be 
amount  to  much,  and  perhaps  33.\  an  unreasonable  suggestion.  What  they 
per  cent,  was  not  a  very  great  deal,  but  offered  was  a  fair  exchange  and  a  greater 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  in  1893  the  I  reduction  on  British  goods  than  they 
Canadian  House  of  Commons  passed  a  |  gave  to  any  other  country. 
Resolution  in  favour  of  preference  with 

this  country,  and  when  that  Resolution      Mr.  GUEST  (Plymouth)  asked  if  the 
was  referred  to  the  British  House  of  |  Colonies  had  offered  a  re4uction. 
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SiK  QILBEBT  PABEEB  said  that 
Canada  had  ofieied  a  reductioii  of  33^ 
per  cent.,  but  they  could  not  expect  the 
Colonies  to  make  a  general  offer  until  the 
principle  of  preference  had  been  adopted 
hj  this  country.  The  Ck>knues  had  ac- 
cepted the  principle  of  preference.  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laniier,  speaking  at  the  Montreal 
banquet,  said  he  believed  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  preference  would  be  of  benefit  to 
Canada,  but  that  they  did  not  wish  to 
press  their  views  on  their  brethren  in 
Gbeat  Britain,  and  would  wait  until  they 
had  decided  what  course  they  would  pur- 
sue. Surely  it  was  reasonable  that 
Canada,  having  accepted  the  principle  of 
preference,  should  ask  this  country  what 
courseit intended topuTBue.  Hewouldven- 
ture  to  put  this  point  to  the  House.  This 
countxy  was  taking  every  year  from  the 
United  States  about  60,000,000  cwts.  of 
com.  The  quantity  was  growing  less  every 
year,  aa  the  United  States  was  producing 
less  com  in  proportion  to  its  population 
than  it  produced  ten  years  ago,  and  it  was 
absolutely  certain  that,  in  a  few  years,  this 
country  would  have  to  pay  more  for  its 
com  whether  it  liked  it  or  not.  It  would 
have  to  widen  the  area  of  supply,  and  was 
it  not  reasonable  that  it  should  look  to 
those  fields  which  were  within  the  Empire 
for  securing  the  com  it  required.  A  2s. 
duty  on  com  would  mean  that  in  time  of 
peace  and  in  time  of  war  the  food  supply 
of  this  country  was  secured. 

They  had  been  told  by  thehon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  that  this  question  had 
been  sprang  on  the  country  in,  so  to  speak, 
anight.  He  did  not  think  that  was  entirely 
due  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham,  because  before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  there 
were  indications  that  popular  opinion 
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was  being  roused  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  Only  a  few  years  ago  liord  Rose- 
bery,  in  a  speech  which  was  reported  in 
the  palladium  of  the  Liberal  Party,  the 
DaUy  News,  drew  attention  to  the  matter. 
He  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  show- 
ing that  there  was  a  distinct  decline  in 
British  trade,  and  the  remedy  he  found 
was  technical  education,  throwing  the 
blame  for  the  decline  of  trade  on  ihe  un- 
educated British  working  man  and  the 
unenterprising  British  manufacturer.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  public  in  this 
country  quite  believed  that  all  their 
difficulties  arose  from  a  lack  of  technical 
skill.  Sir  William  Ramsay  at  Bradford 
had  something  to  say  on  this  question. 
He  said  that  it  was  not  by  technical  skill 
alone  that  Germany  was  successful, 
but  also  because  she  applied  a  scientific 
tariff  in  order  to  protect  and  develop  her 
trade  and  enable  her  to  invade  the  British 
market.  Germany  admitted  British 
manufactured  goods  of  all  kinds,  especially 
partly  manufactured  goods,  and  applied 
to  them  technical  skill,  returning  them 
when  completed  to  the  very  district  where 
they  were  partly  manufactured.  When 
it  was  stated  that  protection  only  meant 
high  tariffs  put  on  without  consideration 
of  any  of  the  circumstances,  it  showed 
that  the  question  was  not  thoroughly 
understood.  Germany  applied  to  her  in- 
dustries the  same  scientific  industr}'  that 
she  applied  to  her  Anny,  that  this  country 
applied  to  its  Navy,  and  that  this  country 
should  also  apply  to  its  Army.  Germany 
applied  that  technical  skill  which  this 
country  first  taught  her,  and  which  came 
from  educated  working  men.  Now,  how- 
ever, it  seemed  to  him  that  the  apprentice 
was  steadily  taking  posseRsion  of  hi* 
master's  business.  He  did  not  think  it 
was~a  matter  of  congratulati<^^^^i^ 
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country  imported  £90.000»000  of  mann- 
factuied  goods  from  foreign  countries,  at 
least|half  of  which  could  be  manufactured 
at]  home.  Was  it  reasonable  that  all 
silks  should  be  admitted  free  into 
this  country  to  the  detriment  of  the 
home  silk  manufacturers.  200,000,000 
cwts.  of  flour  was  imported  every 
year.  Could  not  that  be  manufactured  in 
this  coimtry  ?  In  such  circumstances  they 
ought  to  consider  whether  the  decline  of 
British  trade  was  not  due  to  something 
else  than  the  mere  competition  of  other 
countries.  He  believed  the  time  had 
come  for  reconsidering  the  position. 
At  present  this  country  sold  to  the  Colonies 
goods  to  the  value  of  £109,000,000,  and 
to  foreign  countries  goods  to  the  value 
of  £140,000,000.  If  the  Colonies  bought 
of  this  country  £1  worth  of  goods  for 
every  £1  this  country  bought  of  them, 
would  not  that  be  worth  considering  ? 
The  Colonies  were  young  nations,  vigorous, 
productive,  and  with  immense  resources, 
and  they  would  be  a  source  of  strength 
to  this  country  as  the  competition  of 
other  nations  became  keener,  as  the  in- 
vasion of  the  home  market  became  greater, 
and  as  the  struggle  of  the  nations  enlarged . 
For  himself,  he  believed  that  the  secret 
of  the  future  lay  in  the  development  of 
the  resources  of  those  young  countries. 
If  he  were  asked  if  they  were  to  sacrifice 
anything  for  the  Colonies  he  would  say 
no,  because  the  struggle  of  the  British 
workman  was  great  enough  already,  and 
the  struggle  of  home  industries  was 
great  enough.  But  the  Colonies  asked 
nothing  for  which  they  were  not  prepared 
to  give  a  quid  pro  qfw.  They  were  willing 
to  give  this  country  the  com  it  needed, 
and  to  purchase  from  this  country  goods 
which  they  now  obtained  from  other 
6'tr  Gill-ert  Parker. 


countries.   They  had  been  challenged  on 

the  position  they  had  taken  up  on  the 
question  of  tariff  reform.  He  himself 
could  not  pretend  to  any  sort  of  belief 
that  the  principle  of  retaliation  was  m 
itself  sufficient,  for  he  did  not  believe 
they  could  have  effective  retaliatiink 
unless  it  sprung  from  a  system  of  tarifii. 
How  great  the  tariffs  were  to  be  was. 
however,  another  question.  He  did  not 
believe  tiiat  the  people  of  this  country 
would  ever  adopt  a  tariff  system  hke 
that  of  the  United  States,  When  they 
were  challenged  about  the  success  of 
protective  systems  in  other  countries,  he 
thought  they  were  standii^  upon  safe 
ground.  They  were  challenged  about 
wages,  but  wages  in  the  United  States  were 
double  what  they  were  in  tiiis  countrr. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  he  would  have  the 
support  of  the  Irii^  Members,  because 
Irish  tobacco  was  now  to  receive  a  boont 
and  that  was  an  accptance  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection.  Would  anyone  deny 
that  the  wages  of  the  workmen  in  Ge^ 
many  had  advanced  proportaonately 
greater  than  the  wages  of  the  working  men 
in  England  ?  During  the  years  1887  to 
1900  wages  in  England  had  advanced  from 
81  to  100  per  cent.,  whereas  wages  in 
Germany  had  advanced  from  78  to  100 
per  cent.  That  was  an  important 
matter,  as  they  had  been  challenged  agaia 
and  again  on  the  question  of  wages. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  debate 
stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


Adjoomed   at   ooe  minute  siMr 
Twdve  o'clock. 
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EARLDOM  OF  NORFOLK.  ' 

Petition  of  Charles  Botolph  Joseph  | 
Lord  Mowbray,  Lord  Segrave,  and  Baron  , 
and  Lord  Stourton  of  Stouiton  in  the  ' 
county  of  Wiltehire,  praying  for  Jeave  to 
lodge  a  supi^ementary  case;  read,  and 
ordered  as  prayed. 

LB  POWER  AND  COBOOHUORE  BARONY. 

Petition  of  Edmond  de  le  Poar  of 
Gurteen  le  Peer,  in  the  county  of 
Waterf ord,  Esqmre  (claiming  to  be  Baron 
of  Le  Power  and  Coroghmore  in  the 
Peer^  of  Ireland),  to  His  Majesty, 
praying  that  His  Majesty  may  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions 
to  the  Attxumey-Qeneral  in  Ireland 
to  investigate  the  Petitioner's  pedigree 
and  his  right  to  the  succession  to 
the  dignity  and  honour  of  Baron  of 
Le  Power  and  Coroi^bmore  in  the 
Peerage  of  Ireland ;  and  also  as  to  the 
outlawry  against  John  Power  in  or  about 
the  year  1691,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  reversed  if  found  to  a£kot  tiie 
Petitioner;  and,  if  not,  that  then  the 
Petitioner  may  be  admitted  to  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  ancient  dignity  and 
honour  of  his  ancestors  as  Baron  Le 
Power  and  Coroghmore,  with  all  the 
ri^ts,  privileges,  and  immunities  there- 
unto belongmg,  or  to  make  such  other 
order  in  the  premises  as  in  His  Majesty's 
wisdom  may  be  deemed  expedient, 
together  with  His  Majesty's  reference 
thereof  to  this  House,  and  the  report  of 
the  Attorney-General  thereon,  thereunto 
annexed. 

Presented  [by  Command],  read,  and 
referred  to  tiie  Committee  for  Privileges 
to  consider  and  report. 

NEW  PEBB. 

The  Lord  RomiUy  took  the  Oath. 


Elys^  Palace  Hotel  Company  Bill 
[h.l.];  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l.];  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 


SAT  FIRST. 


The  Lord  Wynford  sat  firat  in  Parlia- 
ment after  the  death  of  his  kinsman. 
VOL.  CXXIX.   [Fourth  Sbriks.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BOLL  OF  THE  LORDS. 

The  LoBD  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  prepared  and  laid  it  on  the  Table. 
The  same  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
(No.  7.) 

.AFRICA.  No.  1  (1004). 

Cotrespondenoe  and  Report  from  His 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Bcona  respecting 
the  a<hninistration  ai  the  Independent 
State  of  the  Congo. 

TRANSVAAL  (LABOUR  COMMISSION), 

I.  Reports  of  the  Transvaal  Labour 
Commission. 

II.  Minutes  of  Proceedings  and  Evi- 
dence. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 

Returns  of  accidents  and  casualties  as 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
several  railway  c<nnpanies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  nine  months  ended 
30th  September,  1903,  in  pursuance  of 
the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act  (1871) ; 
together  with  reports  of  the  inspecting 
officers,  assistant  inspecting  officers,  and 
sub-inspectors  of  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment to  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon  certain 
accidents  which  were  inquired  into. 

LIGHT  BAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

I.  Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
(Ilommissiouers,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authoris- 
ing the  oonstmction  of  light  railways  in : 
the  borough  of  Maidstone,  in  the  oonn'ty 
of  Kent;  the  parishes  of  Acton,  Edg- 
ware,  Edmonton,  Enfield,  Finchley, 
Friem  Bamet,  Hendon,  Hornaey,  Little 
Stanraore,  Southgate,  Tottenham,  Wem- 
bley, Willesden,  and  Wood  Green,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex ;  the  parish  of 
Watford  Urban  and  t^iz^rb^MMi^ld 

2  M 


963  Nm 

Watford,  in  the  county  of  Hertford; 
the  url^n  districts  of  Quarry  Bank, 
Brierley  Hill,  and  Rowley  Regis,  in  the 
oounly  of  Stafford. 

II.  An  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  oonfinned  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  amending  the 
Robertsbridge  and  Pevensey  Light  Rail- 
way Order,  1900. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

COMMITTALS  (TREI4AND). 
Returns  ixam  the  Clerks  of  the  Crown 
and  Peace  of  the  number  of  persons 
committed  for  trial  in  1903. 

SUMMARY  PROCBEDINGS  (EKOLANO). 

Rule,  dated  30th  December,  1903,  made 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  under  Section  29 
(rf  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879, 
as  to  the  taking  of  reooguisanoes  by  the 
goTemor  of  a  prison. 

SEA  FI8HERIE8;REaXJLATION  ACT,  1888. 

Order,  made  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  for  the  variation  of  the  Order 
creating  the  Southern  Sea  Fisheries  Dis- 
trict. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  4th  February, 
1904,  declaring  that  Charles  Dyer,  Royal 
Small  Arms  Factory,  Enfield,  was 
appointed  without  a  civil  service  certifi- 
cate through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of 
the  head  of  his  Department. 

DUCHY  OP  CORNWALL^ 
An  account  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  in 
the  year  ended  the  Slst  December.  1903. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS,  1863  TO  1891 
(CONDITIONAL  LICENCE). 

Licence  granted  by  His  Majesty  to 
Florence  Elisabeth  Maybrick,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Acts, 
1853  to  1891,  to  which  is  annexed  a 
condition  other  than  those  contained  in 
r^chedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act, 
1864. 

POOR  PRISONERS'  DEFENCE  ACT.  1903 
(DRAFT  RULES). 

Draft  rules  proposed  to  be  made  by  the 
Attorney-General,  with  the  approval  of 
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the  Lord  CSkanoellor  and  tiie  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  H(nne  Department,  in  pur- 
suance di  Section  2  of  the  Act. 

COMPANIES  (WINDINO-UP). 

General  roles  made  pnrsnant  to  th? 
Companies  (Winding-up)  Act.  1890,  and 
the  Judicature  Act,  1881. 

PILOTAGE. 

Abstract  of  returns  relating  to  pilots 
and  pilotage  in  the  United  Kingdom  (in 
continuation  d  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
312,  of  sessiott  1902),  as  fomiibed  by 
tlie  various  fnlotage  andiorities. 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Statements  of  aooonnts  and  of  life 
assurance  and  annuity  business  and 
abstracts  of  actuarial  reports  depout^d 
with  the  Board  (rf  Trade,  under  Section 
10  of  the  Life  Assurance  Companies  Act, 
1870,  during  the  year  ended  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tJie  Table. 

BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 
Applications  made  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England 
for  advances  to  Government  authorised 
by  Parliament,  from  6th  January,  1903, 
toOth  January,  1094;  delivered  (pnrmiant 
to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

BIRMINGHAM  BISHOPRIC. 
Petition  in  favour  of  legislation  for  the 
creation  of  a  new  See  of  Birmingham ;  of 
the  President  and  Members  <rf  the 
Worcester  Diocesan  Cionference;  read, 
and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL, 


LOCAL  AUTUORITIES  (QUALIFICATION 
OF  WOMEN)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  enable  women  to  be  elected 
and  act  as  members  of  county  and 
borough  councils  and  metropolitan 
borough  couQoils  was  presented  by  the 
Earl  Beauchamp;  read  1*;  and  to  b- 
prmted.    (No.  8.)      C c^i^n\c> 
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CHINSSE  LABOUR  IN  TH£  TRANSVAAL. 

The  Eabl  of  PORTSMOUTH— who 
had  given  notice  "  To  ask  His  Majesty's 
Oovemment  (1)  what  olntacles  exist  in 
the^way  of  a  very  considerable  emigration 
into  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colonies  of  unskilled  laboxirers  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  such  as  would  suffice 
to  develop  m  local  industries ;  (2)  whether 
tiie  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies, 
which  are  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  Colonial  Office,  do  not  impose  tariffs 
upon  the  importation  of  foodstuffs,  or 
permit  rates  having  a  similar  effect  upon 
lailwsyB   under   Gh>vemment   control ; 
(S)  what  are  the  tariffs  and  what  are  the 
ntes  upon  foodstufis  "—said :  My  Lords, 
two  Blue-books  and  a  White  Paper  have 
been  issued  dealing  with  this  subject. 
I  shall,  however,  make  but  very  Uttle 
reference  to  them,  because,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  they  are  presented  to  us  in  a  some- 
what imperfect  form.  In  the  Blue-book  on 
tiie  Fuller  Correspondence  relating  to 
the  ASaixa  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony  there  is  s  long  string  of 
despatches  from  Lord  BUlner  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  but  those  despatches 
are  not  given  to  us  tn  extenso.    We  have 
extracts  from  them,  and  I  do  com- 
plain that  we  are  not  in  an  adequate  posi- 
tion to  consider  the  question,  for  we  do 
not  really  know  what  Lord  Milner*8  views 
in  full  are.  Let  me  illustrate  my  point. 
Despatch  No.  91  is  a  most  important  des- 
patch. It  is  the  despatch  in  which  Lord 
Milner  first  urges  the  Colonial  Secretary 
to  agree  to  the  dropping  of  the  instalment, 
but  we  are  not  given  that  despatch  in  full. 
Then,  again,  in  Despatch  No.  115  we  find 
these  somewhat  significant  words — 

"  We  do  not  look  to  Indian  Isboor  for  the 
mines." 

In  the  interview  between  Lord  Milner 
and  the  deputation  of  the  White  League 
in  June  last,  Lord  Milner  clearly  alhided 
to  the  possibility  of  employing  Indian 
labour  ;  but  in  this  Despatch  No.  115, 
which  is  only  presented  to  us  in  a  frag, 
mentary  form,  we  find  the  phrase  which  I 
have  just  quoted.  I  should  very  much 
like  to  know  what  communications  have 
passed  between  the  Indian  Qovemment 
and  Lord  IGlner  relative  to  employing 
Indian  labour,  and  I  should  like  to  see 
that  correspondence  laidjupon  the  Table. 


If  yon  {^ce  throu|^  these  impOTtant 
despatdiea  from  Lord  Milner  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  you  will  find  that  the 
same  thing  appliw  to  Despatches  Nos.117, 
127,  and  others.  We  are  not  given  the 
whole  despatch,  but  have  to  rely  for  our 
judgment  upon  extracts.  That  is  cer- 
tainly a  most  unusual  form  in  which  to 
present  despatches  and  communications 
of  this  important  character  to  Parliament 
My  noble  Mend  Lord  Ripon  will  remem- 
ber that  in  1864  Lord  Robert  Cecil,  who 
was  then  in  Opposition,  censured  Mr. 
Low  for  pubUshmg  what  he  described  as 
garbled  reports  of  the  inspectors  of  schools. 
Mr.  Low,  as  was  his  wont,  somewhat 
caustically  replied  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  inspectors  should  keep  their 
observations  within  bounds  for  iAia  sake 
of  public  economy,  but  tiiat  if  the  House 
of  Commons  thought  fit  the  reports  should 
be  printed  in  whatever  they  might 
cost.  However,  my  Lords,  even  this  did 
not  satisfy  the  House  of  Commons  of  that 
day,  and  a  vote  of  censure  was  passed 
upon  Mr.  Low,  who  resigned,  and  his  place 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Bruce,  the  father  of  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Aberdaie.  I  think 
those  of  us  who  object  to  tlus  proposal  to 
introduce  Chinese  labour  are  entitled  to 
see  these  important  despatches  in  full. 

As  regards  the  second  Blue-book,  con- 
taining Reports  of  the  Transvaal  Labour 
Commission,  I  contend,  with  all  deference, 
that  the  Majority  Report  is  of  no  value 
to  us  unless  we  have  the  opportunity, 
which  we  have  not  had,  of  studying  the 
evidence  that  was  given  before  that  Com- 
mission. My  noble  friend  opposite  points 
to  an  enormous  book,  of  which  I  believe 
there  are  only  two  volumes  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
we  can  study  evidence  of  that  kind  in  two 
or  three  days.  It  was  well  known  — it  was 
a  matter  almost  of  common  knowledge — 
t^at  the  majority  of  the  Labour  Commis- 
sion were  practically  pledged  on  the  sub- 
ject before  they  were  appointed — not 
pledged  formally,  but  their  opinion  was 
known  to  be  m  favour  of  some  outside 
labour  from  abroad.  Therefore  we  can- 
not form  an  opinion  of  any  value  upon  the 
Labour  Commission's  Report  unless  we 
have  the  opportunity  of  studying  the 
evidence.  The  same  argomwt,  it  seems 
to  me,  applies  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
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That  Council  is  under  Lord  Hilner,  is 
appointed  by  him,  and  his  views  upon  this 
subject  are  well  loiown.  It  cannot  there- 
fore be  supposed  that  anything  coming 
from  the  Legislative  Council  gives  to  us 
a  very  independent  view,  or  that  it  has 
any  title  to  support  on  that  ground. 
However,  as  I  have  said,  1  shall  not  deal 
with  what  we  can  exteact  from  the  Blue- 
books. 

Fortunately  we  have  facts  quite  apart 
from  the  Blue-books  which  throw  a  lurid 
light  upon  tiie  policy  in  South  Africa 
which  has  culminated  in  this  proposal  to 
employ  servile  Chinese  labour  with  a  view 
of  excluding  free  British  labour.  Barely 
two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  close  of 
the  Transvaal  War — a  war  which,  while 
it  brought  sorrow,  anxiety,  and  suffering 
mto  every  home,  was  ennobled  by  the 
common  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  both  of 
rich  and  jpoor,  and  which  we  were  told  was 
waged  with  no  sordid  object,  but  to  equal- 
ise the  rights  of  white  men  and  to  release 
the  native  races  from  the  ^veiy  in  whidi 
they  were  held  by  the  Boers.  But  since 
that  war  we  have  learned  a  good  deal ; 
we  have  made  a  good  many  discoveries. 
Lord  Bfilner  has  taught  us  the  new  politi- 
cal science  that  we  can  equalise  the  rights 
of  white  men  by  levelling  down  as  weU  as 
by  levelling  up.  In  place  of  the  old 
Volksraad,  which,  after  all,  did  represent 
a  certain  portion  of  the  white  community, 
we  have  a  Legislative  Council,  under  Lord 
Milner,  which  is  absolutely  irresponsible 
to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony. 
1  hear  it  suggested  that  we  ought  to  have 
a  referendum,  but  I  do  not  suppose  the 
Government  will  offer  it,  and  even  if  they 
did,  I  do  not  think,  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things  in  the  Transvaal,  it  would 
lead  to  a  very  satisfactory  or  a  very 
honest  result.  I  am  reminded  of  the  sort 
of  plebiscites  which  were  held  during  the 
declining  years  of  the  Second  Empire.  No, 
my  Lords,  it  seems  to  me  that  so  long  as 
the  Transvaal  remains  a  Crown  Colony 
we  in  this  House  and  the  people  in  this 
counti^  have  a  right  to  decide  questions 
of  prmciple  like  this.  If  we  want 
to  mid  an  explanation  why  there 
is  to  be  no  British  labour  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  why  an  fiuglish  Colony 
must  submit  to  the  very  serious  and 
dangerous  introduction  of  Chinese  labour, 
we  must  look  to  poUtical  and  other  con- 
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siderattons  which,  in  spite  of  many  con- 
tradictions, have  remained  the  permt* 
nent  policy  of  Lord  Milner*a  admmista- 
tion.    I  suppose  I  shall  be  tdd  by  ^ 

Government  that,  after  all,  the  reaaoi^why 
British  labour  is  excluded  and  Chme«e 
labour  introduced,  is  purely  a  fin^nriftl 
one.  In  reply  to  that  plea,  I  would  call 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  language 
employed  by  Lord  Milner  in  his  reply  to 
a  dentation  from  the  White  League  in 
June,  1903.  What  did  Lord  Bfilner.  on 
that  occasion,  say  ?  Addressing  the  de- 
putation, he  said— 

"  I  cannot  make  oat  what  yon  titink  the 
policy  of  the  mine-owncn  is.    You  UMrt  thet 
they  want  to  work  oat  the  mines  at  u 
excesNTO  pace,  but  at  the  same  time  yoo  tffira 
I  that  they  are  rendering  white  laboor  impoeriUe, 
:  ajid  tiiat  attBj  are  not  »nfH^g  tbe  Itait 
I  endeavoor  to  get  natives." 

'    Mr.  Hay  replied — 

'*  Ther  think  they  will  be  able  to  pay  higher 
divideads  once  they  grt  ChineM  labour;  henee 

this  policy." 

To  which  Lord  Bfilner  retorted— 

*'  I  diffw  from  yoa  in  t-hitM^g  that  ITiimwi 
labour  will  be  cheaper." 

Then,  again,  are  we  to  be  told  that  the 
colony  is  confronted  by  financial  ruin, 
and  that  on  that  account  this  importa- 
tion of  Chinese  labour  is  rendered  neces- 
sary and  imperative  ?  Again,  I  would 
call  your  Lordships'  attention  to  lan- 
guage used  by  Lord  Milner.  Speakinf 
in  June  last,  he  said — 

"  It  ii  an  onfortunate  oinnunsfeanoe  that  w 
many   people  seem  onable  to  diioiias  tUs 
question  ra  fact  in  a  tempente  manow,  but 
become  partiBans,  so  to  speak,  ol  a  paitieilltr 
I  solution,  and,  while  exaggerating  eraytUng 
j  that  makes  in  favour  of  that  solatitm,  deoliiw 
to  see  the  plainest  arguments  on  the  other  nde. 
j  To  listen  to  some  ezteeme  advocates  of  Asiatic 
'  labour  yon  wonld  think  that  this  pUoe  was  en 
the  veive  of  total  ruin.   What  is  really  tb* 
I  case  ?   The  production  irf  gt^  even  now  it 
'  ^eater  than  in   1895  or    1896,  when  the 
I  Transvaal  already  was,  and  had  been  fcr  sod« 
'  time,  the  marvel  of  the  world  in  the  matter  of 
gold  production.     The  world  progresses,  do 
doubt,  but  what  was  fabulous  wnJth  serra 
j  years  ago  is  not  abject  poverty  to-day.  Kot 
I  only  that,  but  the  rate  of  production  is  steadily 
[  increasing." 

I  do  not  understand  how  Lord  Milner 
could  use  that  language  in  J  une,  and  use 
totally  different  language  barely  a  tev 
months  afterwards.  If  I  am  told,  as  I 
suppose  I  shall  be  told  by  His  Hajesty'? 
Govemment.that  Lord  Jt^UAeQ  changed 
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hiB  mind,  I  again  say  that  that  empha- 
tdaes  and  straiffthena  my  olaim  that  we 
should  have  fmler  information  than  we 
have  at  present.  If  Lord  Hilner  has 
altered  hia  mind  during  these  few  months, 
it  stands  to  reason  that  we  cannot  be 
expected  to  accept  his  authority  as  un- 
impeachable or  infallible.  We  ought  to 
have  the  full  and  complete  evidence 
before  us  which  induced  him  so  completely- 
to  change  his  mind  on  tiuB  subject. 
The  financial  argument  is,  I  believe, 
a  false  and  fictitious  one.  The  conduct 
of  the  owners  is  the  real  cause.  The 
owners  of  the  mines  give  an  insufficient 
wage,  and  they  treat  their  men  badly. 
I  am  not  making  these  statements,  as  I 
shall  attempt  to  show,  without  corro- 
borative evidence.  The  consulting  en- 
gineer of  the  Consolidated  Goldfields  esti- 
mated that  the  increase  of  dividends  to 
result  from  reducing  Kaffir  wages  would 
be  nearly  £2,500,000  on  the  Rand  mines 
per  annum.  This  was  a  suggestion  that 
was  promptly  put  into  action.  '  In  the 
second  year  of  the  war  there  was  a  con- 
ference of  mining  representatives  at  Gape 
Town,  when  it  was  resolved  that  on  the 
opening  of  the  mines  the  Kaffir  wages 
should  be  reduced  33  per  cent.  It  is  not 
likely  that,  in  view  of  this  arbitrary  re- 
duction of  wages,  the  colony  would  be 
specially  attractive  to  free  British  labour. 
But,  apart  from  that,  the  Kaffirs  were  not, 
and  are  not,  well  treated  in  the  Hand 
mines.  Sir  €k>dfrey  Lagden,  whose  au- 
thority, I  think,  we  may  accept  because 
he  is  our  Commissioner  for  Native  Affairs 
in  the  Transvaal,  gives  in  his  return 
before  the  Commission  the  rate  of  mor- 
tality in  the  De  Beers  Mines  as  30  per  1 ,000 
per  annum,  but  in  the  Band  mines  the 
rate  of  mortality  is  70  per  1,000  per  an- 
num. I  will  also  give  you  a  quotation 
from  two  speeches  of  certainly  very  im- 
partial people.  Dr.  Jameson,  speaking 
at  Cape  Town  in  November,  1903,  is  re- 
iwrted  in  The  Times  to  have  said — 

"  The  De  Beers  Com  pany  would  never  employ 
Chinamen ;  they  had  pUmty  of  Uiboar,  white 
and  black,  beoaose  they  treated  thdr  people 
weU." 

Sir  Lewis  Mitchell,  speaking  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  De  Beers  Company,  held 
at  Eimberley  on  16th  November,  1903, 
said — and  his  words  are  very  significant — 

'^Scnne  statistics  have  appeared  ehowiDg  the 
jnortalily  in  the  Rand  mines.    I  find  that  the 


mortality  in  the  Rand  was  70  per  1,000> 
while  ours  was  30  per  1,000.  We  attach  a 
great  deal  of  importance  to  that.  We  believe 
the  native  question  is  not  one  entirely  of  wages. 
It  is  a  question  of  tveatment  and  of  oare.  The 
natives  are  hot  men.  They  are  men,  not 
maohines.  If  we  sfcoc^  their  intensti  I  feel 
sore  wbeD  wa  want  more  labour  we  ou  always 
get  it" 

Besides  all  this,  there  have  been,  and 
are,  political  motives  at  work.  In  the 
Memorandum  on  the  Mining  Industry 
which  the  mine-owners  presented  to  Mr 
Chamberlain  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit 
to  Johannesburg  in  January,  1902,  there 
was  a  reference  to  that  "trail  of  the 
serpent " — the  formation  of  labour  unions, 
I  will  read  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 
whom  I  know — a  very  shrewd  man — 
which  throws  a  clear  light  upon  this 
question.  It  is  from  Mr.  Percy  Tarbutt 
to  Mr,  Creswell,  written  from  St.  Swithin's 
Lane,  and  it  appears  on  page  171  of  the 
Blue-book.    It  is  as  follows — 

"Dear  Mr.  Creswell,— With  reference  to 
your  trial  of  white  labour  for  surface  work  on 
the  mines,  I  have  ecnsnlted  the  Ctmsolidated 
Goldfields  people,  and  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  the  Tillage  Main  Reef  has  con- 
sulted Messrs.  Werner.  Beit  &  Co.,  and  the 
feeling  seems  to  be  one  of  fear  that,  having  a 
large  number  of  white  men  employed  on  the 
Band  in  the  position  of  labourers,  the  same 
troubles  will  arise  as  are  now  prevalent  in  the 
Australian  Colonies,  vis.,  that  the  combination 
of  the  labour  classes  wiU  become  so  strong  as 
to  be  able,  more  lees,  to  'dictate  not  only  on 
the  question  of  wages,  but  also  on  political 
qnestiona  by  the  power  of  their  votes  wheo  a 
represMitative  Government  is  established." 

Not  only  are  these  the  views  of  responsi- 
ble people  like  Mr^  Percy  Tarbutt,  but 
they  are  echoed — perhaps  not  so  clearly, 
but  they  are  echoed — ^by  Lord  Milner 
himself.  For  what  other  meaning  can 
you  attach  to  this  ?  Lord  Milner,  in  his 
speech  in  replying  to  the  deputation  of 
the  White  League  alluded  to  in  the  Blue- 
book,  used  this  language — 

'*  Indeed,  it  is  not  merely  a  question  o^ 
Asiatics.  Constituted  as  we  are  we  cannot 
admit  an  indiscriminate  influx  of  people  of  a 
class  which  the  country  is  unable  to  digest, 
whether  from  Asia  or  from  anywhere  else." 

It  does  seem  to  me  quite  clear  from  this 
evidence  and  from  these  facts,  that  the 
I  policy  of  Loid  Milner  and  of  ihe  Govern- 
ment is  to  exclude  from  the  Colony  British 
labour.  On  the  other  hand,  I  maintain 
that  those  who  advocate  the  employment 
of  Chinese  labour  have  to  prove  not  only 
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that  every  possible  inducement  has  been  ' 
offered  to  make  t^e  Transvaal  British,  ^ 
not  only  in  name,  bat  in  fact.  The  Trans- 1 
vaal  was  won  by  Britadt  blood.  We  ' 
now  know  that  it  is  to  be  paid  for  entirely  ! 
OQt  of  the  taxation  of  the  British  people,  ' 
and  we  have  at  the  present  moment  this  | 
extraordinary  bargain — t^at  while  the  ! 
gold  magnates  have  the  gold  we  are  to  be  : 
left  with  the  exclnaive  possession  of  the  | 
taxes. 

t 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  there  is  a  ' 
feeling  of  the  deepest  repugnance  among  ; 
great  masses  of  our  feUow  coimtrymen  \ 
to  this  introduction  of  Chinese  labour. 
Lord  Milner,  with  incomparable  taste,  1 
chose  on  one  occasion  to  refer  to  this 
feeling  of  avermon  as  "  the  Exeter  Hall 
view,*  which  is  always  sentimental  and 
always  ignorant  on  native  questions.  I 
share  with  my  right  rev.  friend  the  Bishop 
of  Worcester  some  doubt  as  to  what  is 
meant  by  that  epithet  "  sentimental." 
I  am  told  by  those  who  have  great  ex- 
perience of  Aoatics  and  c/l  their  habits 
that  to  herd  masses  of  Ounese  together 
in  enclosures  is  productive  of  moitd  and 
social  horrors  upon  which  I  have  no  in- 
tention to  dwell  this  evening.  No  one, 
I  think,  can  accuse  The  Times  newspaper 
of  indulging  in  sentimentality  on  this 
question.  An  article  appeared  in  that 
newspaper  in  January  in  support  of  the 
draft  Ordinance.  That,  of  course,  we 
expected,  but  we  did  not  expect  The 
Times  to  be  so  candid -as  to  say — 

"It  must  be  admitted  that  the  lot  of  the 
Cbioese  labourer  does  not  promise  to  be  very 
gay  or  very  happy  from  our  point  oi  view." 

The  Times  mining  correspondent  went 
on  to  describe  these  indentured  labourers 
as  "  muscular  machinery.'*  That  may 
be  a  very  picturesque  phrase,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  very  accurate  description 
of  what  these  Chinese  labourers  will  be. 
I  must  say  I  feel  from  my  heart  that  this 
language  is  also  the  language  of  degrada- 
tion. It  implies,  I  do  not  think  I  will 
say  the  towering,  but  the  complete  aban- 
donment of  every  great  ideal  which  has 
hitherto  controlled  the  relations  in  thia 
Empire  between  the  governors  and  the 
governed.  I  have  no  right  to  expect 
that,,to  those  whose  religion  is  based  upon 
German  philosophy,  the  Christian  tradi- 
tion can  speak  with  any  extraordinary 
sanction  ;  but  there  are  others — a  large 
and  powerful  class,  who  are,  I  think, 
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sometimes  unwisely  overlooked  by  poli- 
ticians— to  whom  the  Gospel  still  speaka 
as  a  living  force,  and  they  fed,  and  feel 
deeply,  that  to  use  theChineee  or  anyother 
subject  race  as  "muscular  machinery," 
as  mere  machines  for  our  own  advantage, 
is  condemned  by  what  is  to  them  Uie 
most  supreme  and  the  highest  law  of 
God.    They  may  appear  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  old-fashioned  and  out-of-date, 
but  they  still  cling,  and  cling  witii  pride 
and  determination,  to  tiie  greatest  and 
noblest  of  English  traditions — that  in  all 
parts  of  the  British  Empire,  wherever  the 
direct  control  of  Imperial  officials  is  set 
up,  there  the  people  are  to  be  governed 
for  their  own  good  and  not  e^loited  for 
the  benefit  of  our  commerce.   I  am  aware 
that  tiiere  have  been  individuals  as  well 
as  classes  who  have  been  content  so  to 
use  the  native  races,  but  I  trust  and  be- 
Ueve  l^at  die  Christian  consoienoe— and 
by  Christian  conscience  I  speak  of  what 
is  to  me  the  highest  conscience  of  the 
country — ia  sufficiently  strong  and  power- 
ful to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  transaction. 
I  beg  to  put  tiie  Question  whioh  stands 
in  my  name. 

•The  Maequess  op  RIPON — who  had 
given  notice  **  To  call  attention  to  the 
furtiier  correspondence  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony  recently  presented,  witii 
special  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
employment  of  Chinese  labour  in  the 
Transvaal ;  and  to  move  for  Papers 
said  ;  My  Lords,  my  noble  friend  who  has 
just  sat  down  has,  to  a  considerable  ext^t, 
covered  the  ground  of  the  whole  question 
which  I  was  desirous  of  raising  on  this 
occasion.  I  do  not  in  the  least  desire  to 
go  over  again,  so  far  as  I  can  avoid  doing 
so,  the  matters  with  which  he  has  so  ably 
dealt,  but  I  presume  it  will  be  for  the  con- 
vemence  of  the  House  if  I  at  once  proceed 
with  the  observations  which  I  was  desir- 
ous of  offering  to  your  Lordships  on  this 
subject.  The  Blue-book  contains  what  1 
am  bound  to  regard  as  very  disagreeable 
reading.  It  shows  a  very  unpleasant 
state  of  things  to  exist  at  the  present 
moment  in  the  Transvaal— a  state  of 
things  highly  unsatisfactory  in  financial 
and,  I  think  I  might  say,  in  all  other 
respects.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy 
your  Lord8hffl^;„J9fljO»0gR?«  "P**" 
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alt  the  questions  which  are  raised  by  this 
Blue-book  in  one  or  other  of  it«  parts.  I 
shall  therefore  confine  my  observations  to 
the  question  of  the  proposed  employment 
of  indentured  Cauoese  labour  in  the 
Transvaal — a  question  of  sufficient  im- 
portance in  itself.  This  is  a  subject  which 
requires  and  demands  the  consideration 
of  this  House  and  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  because  there  are  involved 
in  it  matters  of  so  great  weight  and  im- 
portance l^t  they  ought  not  to  be,  and 
I  will  venture  to  say  they  cannot  be, 
passed  over  in  olence  and  with  indiffer- 
ence. 

The  Ordinance  contained  in  the  Blue- 
book — the  Ordinance  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  system  of  ChineBe  labour 
under  novel  and  strange  conditions — is 
one  which  is  without  any  precedent  in  any 
part  of  the  King's  dominions.  I  do  not 
make  that  statement  upon  my  own  auth- 
ority, I  make  it  upon  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  asked  In  the 
other  House  last  night  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Buchanan  whether  there  were  any  mines 
in  the  British  Empire  worked  by  inden- 
tured foreign  labour  under  conditions 
Rimilar  to  those  proposed  in  the  Transvaal 
Ordinance,  and  Mr.  Lyttelton  replied, 
"  No,  Sir."  That  was  a  sufficiently 
emphatic  answer,  and  I  am  entitled  to 
say  from  that  statement  and  from  my  own 
knowledge  that  the  system  proxHwed  in 
this  Ordinance  is  without  any  precedent 
in  any  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions. 
We  have,  in  various  parts  of  our  dominions, 
systems  regulating  the  employment  of  in- 
dentured coolies,  but  none  of  them  con- 
tain such  conditions  as  are  set  forth  in  the 
Ordinance  now  before  your  Lordships. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  the  conditions 
of  this  Ordinance  should  be  remarkable, 
for  there  is  throughout  all  English-speak- 
ing peoples  in  every  part  of  the  world  the 
strongest  objection  to  admitting  Chinese 
labour  into  l^eir  country.  There  is  a 
very  interesting  Paper  in  one  of  the  Blue- 
books,  containing  a  report  as  to  the  mea- 
sures taken  in  various  parts  of  British  and 
American  dominions  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  pre- 
venting, the  introduction  of  Chinese 
labour ;  and  it  is  very  natural  that  those 
who  wiiah  to  introduce  it  into  the  Trans- 
vaal should  regard  t^emaelves  bound  to 
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devise  some  methods  which  would  secure 
that  there  should  not  be  competition  be- 
tw'een  theiimiorted  Chineselabourers^wh^ 
their  period  of  work  was  over,  axid  tiie 
ordinary  shopkeepers  and  small  tradeis  M 
the  country.  They  are,  as  is  universally 
known,  very  dangerous  competitors  for 
persons  of  that  kind,  I  have  seen  it  myself, 
in  my  experience,  particularly  in  Burmah, 
where  the  Chinese,  by  their  superiority  in 
certain  respects,  were  constantly  driving 
outthetr  competitorsof  the  intelligent  Bur- 
mese race.  Therefore,  those  who  desired 
Chinese  labour  were  compelled  to  devise 
some  system  under  which  it  could  be 
introduced  into  the  Transvaal,  and  yet 
by  which  they  could  prevent,  as  far  as  was 
possible,  any  one  of  these  persons  so 
brought  in  being  able  to  at  any  tune  leave 
his  employment  and  turn  to  other  and 
more  profitable  undertakings. 

That,  my  Lords,  is  the  basis  and  history 
of  these  special  regulations.   Tou  dare 
not  bring  Chinese  labour  into  the  Trans* 
vaal  or  into  any  other  British  colony 
unless  you  tie  it  down  with  these  restric- 
tions and  prevent  the  Chinose  from  enter- 
ing into  competition  of  the  kind  I  have 
referred   to.     These   labourers,  when 
brought  into  the  Transvaal,  are  at  once 
to  be  shut  up  in  compoimds.    They  are 
to  be  confined  and  crowded  together 
within  the  limits  of  those  compounds,  and 
are  not  to  be  allowed  to  leave  for  any 
reason,  except  with  a  permit  from  their 
employer  which  may  entitle  them  to  be 
absent  for  a  space  of  forty-eight  hours. 
Many  of  the  larger  mines  will,  I  imagine, 
require  as  many  as  1,000 — or 'possibly 
more — I  have  heard  it  put  as  high  as  3,000, 
and  these  Chinese  labourers  are  to  be  con- 
fined within  the  limits  of  what  is  called  in 
the  Ordinance  their  premises.   They  are 
there  to  be  shut  up  at  an  employment 
in  which,  according  to  the  statement  of 
my  noble  friend  behind  me,  the  death- 
rate  is  70  per  cent.,  and  under  conditions 
which  I  believe  to  be  contrary  alike  to 
justice  and  to  morality. 

AJlufflon  has  been  made  to  t^e  right 
rev.  Prelate  the  Bishop  of  Worcester. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  a  few  days  ago 
addressed  a  very  admirable  letter,  which 
does  him  the  highest  honour,  to  The  Times 
newspaper.  That  letter  has  had  its  effect, 
because  I  understand  it  produced  last 
night  a  statement  of  hi^  importance 
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from  the  Colonial  Secietary.  I  will  ex- 
plain why  I  am  in  a  little  doubt  on  this 
point.  I  saw  a  report  as  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  statement  in  an  evening  paper 
lost  night,  and  I  took  up  the  newspapers 
this  morning,  in  which  a  fuller  report  was 
to  be  expected,  to  see  whether  ^ey  con- 
firmed it.  I  found,  when  I  looked  at  The 
Times,  that  it  was  not  touched  upon  at 
all.  There  was  no  mention  whatever  of 
it  in  The  Times.  I  therefore  began  to 
doubt  whether  the  evening  paper  was 
correct.  I  uext  looked  at  the  Standard, 
and  in  that  paper  I  found  a  full  confixma- 
tion  of  tiie  report  I  had  seen  in  the  even- 
ing paper.  The  Colonial  Secretary  was 
asked  by  Hr.  Herbert  Samuel  whether, 
before  sanction  was  given  to  the  Trans- 
vaal Imported  Labour  Ordinance,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  secure  that 
regulations  should  be  made  assuring  to 
all  Chinese  labourers  who  mi^^t  be  re- 
cruited for  the  Transvaal  mines,  the  right 
to  be  accompanied  by  their  wives  and 
children,  if  they  so  desired,  on  terms 
amilar  to  tiiose  that  would  apply  to  the 
labourers  themselves.  To  that  Question 
Mr.  Lyttelton  replied — 

"^^76  already  ^stated  that^it  isJmytintentioD 
to  take  preoautionB  that  all  reasonable  faoilitiea 
ahall  be  givea  for  the  introdaotioD  ol  the 
families  of  labouro^,  and  the  r^^lations  will 
be  framed  with  the  object  at  giviog  effect  to 
that  intoition.  I  am  unable,  howerer,  to  give 
the  pledge  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
derires,  as  the  preparation  of  the  regulations 
will  ooonpy  oonsiderable  time." 

That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Lyttelton  was  unable 
to  promise  that  he  would  not  give  his 
sanction  to  the  Ordinance  before  that 
matter  was  settled.  That  Mr.  Lyttelton 
should  have  been  moved  by  such  a  letter 
as  that  of  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  is 
most  natural,  and  thoroughly  in  accord- 
ance with  all  that  we  know  of  his  high 
character  ;  and  I  earnestly  appeal  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  not  to  give  their 
consent  to  this  Ordinance  until  these 
regulations  have  been  made.  So  long  as 
you  can  say  to  the  mine-owners  in  South 
Africa  '*  unless  jgvl  take  these  precautions 
we  will  not  consent  to  your  Ordinance  " 
you  have  precisely  that  little  pistol  of 
which  my  noble  friend  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary is  so  fond  in  diplomacy,  and  you  can 
tong  your  negotiations  with  the  mine- 
owners  to  a  successful  issue.  But  once 
confirm  this  Ordinance  and  put  it  out  of 
your  hands,  and  you  will  find|it  not  so 
The  Marquess  of  lUpon. 


easy  to  deal  with  them  in  a  matter  which, 
if  it  be  settled,  as  it  ooght  to  be  settled 
as  a  matter  of  common  decency,  will  en- 
tail upon  the  mine-owners  a  very  large 
amount  of  expenditure.  If  they  ate  to 
bring,  not  oaty  the  labourers,  but  thdr 
wives  and  childTeD  from  China,  the 
expenditure  which  will  fall  upon  them 
will  be  great,  and,  therefore,  I  do  ear- 
nestly appeal  to  the  Government  to  have 
these  regulations  settled  before  giving 
their  final  consent  to  the  Ordinance. 

This  system  which  it  is  'proposed  to 
establish  is  one  of  semi-slavery.  Then 
is  no  other  term  to  be  applied  to  it.  I 
am .  afraid  I  shall  incur  tiie  censure  of 
Lord  Milner  for  having  made  that  state- 
ment. He  will  think  me  a  most  senti- 
mental person.  But  at  least  I  can  say 
this,  that  I  have  never  attended  a  meeting 
at  Exeter  Hall  in  my  life,  and,  therefore, 
I  am  not  open  to  the  charge  of  being 
connected  with  that  celebrated  institu- 
tion. It  is  not  pure  slavery,  because  it 
is  preceded  by  what  is  supposed  to  be 
consent  on  the  part  of  the  parties  who  are 
to  be  emigrated,but,once  they  are  in  South 
Africa,  if  they  are  not  slaves,  at  least  they 
are  prisoners,  for  they  are  not  to  be  allowed 
out  except  under  stringent  regalaticms 
and  with  a  possibiUty  of  being  arrested 
at  every  turn.  I  should  like  to  have 
some  information  from  the  noble  Duke 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  as  to  what  steps  are  being  taken, 
or  are  about  to  be  taken,  for  the  purpo&e 
of  securing  that  the  conditions  under 
which  these  men  are  to  serve  are  explained 
fully  to  them  before  they  leave  China. 
I  know  they  are  to  make  contracts  when 
they  get  to  South  A&ica,  and  that  arrange- 
ments are  to  be  made  there  for  the  ex- 
planation of  the  contracts  to  the  labourers, 
but  how  are  they  going  to  be  explained 
to  them  before  they  leave  China  ?  Once 
conveyed  from  China  to  the  Transvaal 
the  labourer  has  very  little  option  hot 
to  sign  anything  that  is  put  before  him; 
but  it  might  be  possible,  if  precautions  were 
taken,  to  have  the  terms  of  the  contract 
explained  to  him  in  China,  that  he  mi^t 
be  able  to  exercise  his  judgment  to  a  cer- 
tain e^ctent.  I  do  not  press  that  point 
far,  because  we  know  that  recrixiters  of 
any  kind  are  not  very  scrupulous  pezsoDB, 
and  that  they  are  likely  to  paint  very  fine 
pictures  to  those  whom  Jbhev.are  about 
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to  engage ;  bat,  nevertheless,  it  would  be 
a  satiKEaction  if  the  noble  Duke  could  state 
that  proper  arrangements  are  about  to  be 
made  to  secnre,  as  far  as  possible,  that 
these  conditions  are  explained  to  the  men 
before  they  leave  China. 

The  arrangements  proposed  are,  to  my 
mind,  highly  unsatia^ctory  and  un- 
worthy of  the  character  of  this  country, 
for  they  involve  great  privations  and 
exposure  to  conditions  and  restrictions 
which  render  the  labourers  what  my 
Boble  friend  behind  me  called  "  muscular 
machines.'*  It  must  be  remembered  that, 
if  yon  crowd  vast  masses  of  people  to- 
gether into  a  very  small  space,  yon  expose 
them,  no  matter  what  regulations  you 
make,  to  highly  insanitary  conditions,  and 
these  insanitary  conditions  will  increase 
as  time  goes  on,  for  if  yon  dump  these 
men  down  in  a  small  space,  they  will  foul 
the  country. 

I  pass  from  that  to  another  considera- 
tion which  has  been  largely  touched  upon 
by  my  noble  friend  who  preceded  me — 
I  mean  the  tendency  that  any  arrange- 
ment of  this  kind  will  have  to  exclude 
British  unskilled  labour  from  the  Trans- 
vaal. It  used  to  be  constantly  said  by 
-the  late  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  that  one  of 
the  great  objects  of  his  policy,  whether 
in  Rhodesia  or  in  the  Transvaal,  was  to 
open  new  fields  of  employment  for  British 
labour.  Mr.  Rhodes  is  dead,  and  those 
who  were  his  followers  and  supporters 
have  indeed  abandoned  his  policy.  Now, 
forsooth,  it  is  found  to  be  fiUl  of  political 
and  industrial  danger  that  the  labouring 
people  of  this  country  should  be  freely 
admitted  to  work  in  the  Transvaal.  I 
will  not  go  over  again  the  references  upon 
this  subject  which  have  been  already  sub- 
mitted to  your  Lordships— I  thank  my 
noble  friend  for  having  spared  me  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  in  that  direction — but 
there  can  be  no  question  that  Mr.  Percy 
Tarbutt's  letter  which  has  been  read  by 
my  noble  friend  is  most  convincing  proof 
of  the  truth  of  that  statement.  Mr. 
Percy  Tarbutt  has  been,  and,  I  think 
still  is,  a  director  of  some  of  these  com- 
pames.  He  deliberately  made  that  state- 
ment. In  the  debate  Sir  Oeorge  Farrar 
referred  to  the  statement,  bnt  did  not 
deny  it — he  offered  no  denial  whatever 
to  the  statement  of  the  opinion  held  by 
Messrs.  Werner,  Beit  &  Co.,  as  to  the 


introduction  of  British  labour.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  likely  to  commend  itself  to  the 
[raople  of  this  country.  I  think,  as  my 
noble  friend  has  said,  that  if  you  had  told 
them  before  the  Transvaal  war  began 
that  the  ultimate  result  would  be  that 
they  would  be  shut  out  of  industrial  em- 
ployment in  the  Transvaal  they  would 
have  taken  a  very  different  view  of  your 
policy. 

Passing  from  that,  I  will  refer  in  a  few 
words  to  the  effect  of  these  proposals  in 
His  Hajesf^'s  other  colonies.   You  have 
in  this  Blue-book  protests  from  New  Zea- 
land and  from  Australia  against  the  em- 
ployment of  Chinese.    We  know  the  diffi- 
culties that  they  have  had  in  the  matter, 
and  the  dangers  to  which  those  difficulties 
,  have  at  times  exposed  them.    We  know, 
as  I  have  said,  the  dread  of  the  employ- 
ment of  Chinese  which  is  to  be  found 
wherever  the  British  tongue  is  spoken. 
It  is  not  unnatural,  therefore,  that  the 
Australasian  Colonies  should  enter  a  pro- 
test against  these  proceedings,  but  I  do 
not  desire  to  put  that  point  too  high.  I 
will  merely  say  that  their  views,  which 
are  the  results  of  their  experience,  ought 
to  be  weighed  with  the  utmost  considera- 
tion by  His  Majesty*s  Government,  and 
that  their  wishes  in  this  matter  are  en- 
titled to  the  highest  respect.    I  do  not, 
of  course,  say  that  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  could  decide  this  question.  I 
admit  at  once  that  they  lie  too  far  from 
South  Africa.    Their  protest,  however, 
ought  to  be  considered,  and  is  a  strong 
reason  for  not  taking  this  step  unless  it 
is  absolutely  necessary.    But  the  case 
of  the  Cape  is  very  different.    The  Cape 
is  the  neighbour  of  the  Transvaal  and  is 
the  greatest  of  our  South  African  Colonies. 
The  Cape  has  a  long-standing  tradition 
upon  this  subject  and  has  entered  its 
protest.    What  does  the  Cape  say  \  I 
have  here  the  Resolution  of  the  Cape 
House  of  Assembly,  and  it  is  to  this 
effect — 

"  That  tiiis  House,  taking  cogoisance  of  the 
resolution  passed  at  the  recent  conference  held 
at  Bloemfontein  on  the  sabjeot  of  the  qualified 
approval  of  the  importation  of  Asiatic  labour, 
desires  to  express  its  strong  opposition  to  any 
snch  importation  as  prejadicial  to  the  intereets 
of  all  claases  of  the  people  in  Sou^  Africa." 

That  is  the  view,  my  Lords,  of  the  Cape 
HouK  of  A^embly^  amved^t^^^igLe 
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Bloemfontein  Gonierence,  and  their  re- 
solution was  followed  by  a  Minute  of  the 
Cape  Ministers,  dated  17th  August  last 
Tear,  containing  various  objections  to 
this  proposal.  The  third  of  those  objec- 
tions was  as  follows — 

"Tfaird^,  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  a 
BritiBh  South  African  Federation  which 
Hinirten  are  most  eamestfy  pnisning,  they 
cannot  hot  fed  that  the  importation  of  Asiatics 
will  greatly  hampw  its  consummation,  as  it  will 
induce  a  highly  diBoordant  element  between 
the  European  natives,  and  it  will  certainly 
complicate,  if  not  altogether  prevent,  the  union 
of  all  the  Colonies  under  a  Central  Admiaistra- 
tion." 

That  was  backed  by^  a  letter  from  Sir 
Gordon  Sprigg,  who  was  not  satisfied  with 
his  protest  of  August,  but  made  another 
in  January  last,  in  which  he  said — 

"  The  Prime  Minister  requests  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  may  have 
his  attention  directed  by  cable  to  Minute  of 
17th  August  last  relating  to  the  proposal  to 
import  Asiatic  labour  into  South  Africa,  and  may 
be  informed  that  the  Prime  Minister,  who  is 
charged  with  the  whole  administration  of 
natiTe  affairs  in  this  Odony.  in  which  an 
enormous  naUve  population  resides,  desires  to 
impress  on  the  Imperial  GoTemment  that 
nothing  has  occurred  since  that  Minute  was 
drafted  to  cause  him  to  alter  in  the  slightest 
degree  the  views  therein  expressed  as  regards 
the  nativee,  and  espec'>lly  affecting  the  great 
question  (4  federation." 

I  attach  to  tiioae  views  of  Oape  Colony 
the  greatest  possible  importance,  and  I 
consider  them  to  be  entitled  to  the  greatest 
possible  weight.  As  I  have  said,  Cape 
Colony  is  a  close  neighbour  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, but  that  is  not^a  main  reason  why 
their  view  should  be  considered,  though  it 
is  a  strong  one.  Hie  main  reason  is  given 
in  the  statement  <A  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg,  as 
to  the  btal  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
this  policy  will  have  on  the  great  question 
of  federation.  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
is  no  man  who  has  paid  attention  to  South 
African  affairs,  or  who  imderstands  the 
question  even  in  an  elementary  degree, 
who  will  not  admit  at  once  that  tiie  true 
solution  of  the  difficulties  of  South  Africa 
lies  in  federation.  The  history  of  federa- 
tion in  that  country  has  been  most  unfor- 
tunate. My  noble  and  lamented  friend, 
the  late  Lord  Carnarvon,  saw  what  was 
needed,  saw  it  with  an  almost  prophetic 
eye,  but  was,  unhappily,  too  much  in  a 
hurry.  He  took  steps  to  bring  about  that 
federation  before  affairs  in  South  Africa 
were  ripe  and  failed.    E&kce  th«i  other 
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attempts  have  been  made,  but  not  with 
success.  Now  a  time  has  arrived  when 
it  is  more  desirable  than  it  ever  was  before 
that  there  shonkl  be  brought  about  a 
federation  of  these  Colonies,  if  we  an  to 
restore  peace,  tranquillity,  and  good 
government  to  our  South  African  do- 
minions. The  Cape  Parliament,  and,  I 
think,aH  those  who  understand  the  subject, 
have  declared  that  the  importation  of 
Asiatic  labour  will  be  more  fatal  to  the 
success  of  a  policy  of  confedenttion  than 
any  step  that  could  possibly  be  taken.  I 
know  Lord  Milner  sneers  at  that. 
He  says  it  is  nothii^  but  electioneering. 
That,  of  course,  is  what  one  Party  is  apt 
to  say  of  another  when  an  election  is 
impending.  We  know  what  it  is  worth 
and  how  to  discount  it ;  but  surely  ymi 
could  not  have  a  clearer  proof  that  these 
proposals  are  universally  unpopular  in 
Gape  Gokmythan  that  neither  Party  will 
support  them,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
resist  them.  You  find  Progressives  and 
Bond  alike  agreeing  to  denounce  and 
condemn  them,  and  alike  agreeing,  as  s 
necessary  part  of  both  political  pro- 
grammes, that  they  should  be  opposed. 

Now,  there  is  another  point  to  which  I 
should  like  to  draw  attention,  and  I  am 
rather  sorry  that  my  noble  friend  the 
Foreign  Secretary  has  left  the  House,  as 
it  concerns  him.  I  confess  I  cannot  oon- 
ceive  a  more  unfortunate  moment  tiian 
the  present  for  taking  this  step  and  for 
going  to  the  Chinese  Government  to 
negotiate  arrangements  for  taking  tiieir 
people  under  the  conditions  of  this 
Ordinance.  There  is  a  great  war  in  the 
Far  Elast,  and  it  should  be  our  object  to 
avoid  anything  which  could  in  the 
slightest  degree  be  irritatii^  to  China  at  tlie 
present  moment,  and  we  know  that 
arrangements  with  regard  to  matters  of 
this  kind  are  very  apt  to  lead  to  prolonged 
difficulty  and  disputes.  As  I  understuMl 
the  position,  China  is  bound  by  treaty 
not  to  resist  fair  and  Intimate  emi- 
gration of  labour  from  Chma,  but  she  has 
a  right,  also  under  treaty,  to  insist  tiiat 
reg^tions  should  be  made  with  her 
for  setting  the  terms  upon  iriiioh, 
and  the  manner  in  whidi,  that  emigra- 
tion shoukl  be  conducted.  I  think  tiiat 
to  raise  the  questions  which  are  likely  to 

be  raised  hy  the  n^ttation  of  sudi  re- 
lations at  tiie  preeent^Qin«nti  win  not 
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help  t^e  noble  Marquess  the  Foreign  Sec- 
retary in  the  tremeadoos  task  which  lies 
before  him  of  doing  the  utmost  that  he 
can  to  prevent  this  unhappy  war  extend- 
ing farther.  The  noble  Marquess  has 
fair  warning  of  what  is  expected  of  him, 
because  The  Times  oonespondent  at 
Johannesburg  in  November  last  wrote — 

"  Something  more  than  a  mere  assent  of 
Imperial  Govenunent  to  the  importation  of 
Chineee  wUl  be  looked  for.  To  insure  the 
succeas  of  the  scheme,  the  active  oo-operation 
of  His  Majesty's  lepresentativea  at  Pekin  will 
be  neeesBaiy,  in  order  that  the  Oiinese  aathori- 
ties  may  feel  that  they  are  dealing  offioialfy 
witA  the  British  Government,  and  not  only 
with  the  nnoffloial  British  commonity." 

Therefore,  if  my  noble  friend,  who  I  see 
has  now  returned,  follows,  I  had  almost 
said  the  mandate  of  The  Times  corres- 
pondent, he  will  certainly  have  his  hands 
full  of  many  thorny  difficulties  with  the 
C'hinese  Gk)vemment,  and  difficulties  that 
it  would  be  to  the  interests  of  this  country 
he  should,  if  possible,  avoid. 

That  brings  me  to  this  question  :  Why 
is  there  this  tremendous  hurry  about  this 
matter?  You  cannot  conclude  it  till 
yon  have  settled  with  the  Chinese.  You 
cannot  get  the  men  out  of  China,  consis- 
tently with  your  treaty,  until  those  regu- 
lations are  made.  I  conceive  that  in 
these  circumstances  there  is  no  reason 
at  all  why  His  Majesty's  Government 
should  refuse  to  Parliament  plenty  of 
time  for  the  consideration  and  discussion 
of  this  question.  Mr.  Lyttelton  at  first 
said  that  ample  opportunity  would  be 
given  to  Parliament  for  the  consideration 
and  discussion  of  this  question.  Since 
then,  for  reasons  imknown  to  me,  he  has 
drawn  back  from  that  declaration,  and 
has  said  that  he  will  not  give  anytiiing 
beyond  the  period  of  the  discussion  on  the 
Address ;  tiierefore,  in  another  place  this 
question  is  to  be  brought  forwud  at  the 
nig  end  of  a  long  debate  on  the  Address, 
covering  a  vast  amount  of  ground,  and  at 
a  time  when  it  may  be  extinguished  alto- 
gether by  means  of  the  closure.  I  do  not 
think  that  this  is  a  fulfilment  of  the  pledge 
— tiie  printed  pledge — of  Mr.  Lyttelton 
upon  this  subject,  and  I  say  without 
heaitatifm  that  it  appeals  to  me  that  this 
attempt  to  buike  ducusston  in  Parliament 
is  an  indecent  attempt.  I  see  Hie  most 
rev.  Primate  perusing  a  Blue  -  book  of 
which  thwe  are  only  two  copies  in  your 


Lordships'  House.  I  certainly  think  it  is 
wtong  that  so  limited  a  number  of  copies 
— two  for  this  House  and  four  for  tike 
House  of  C(»Dmon»— aie  supplied  to 
Parliament. 

Now,  as  to  the  alleged  urgency,  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  it  is  very  desir- 
able to  settie  this  question  as  soon  as 
possible,  but  I  have  some  doubts  whetiier 

the  mine  magnates  in  Pretoria  are  en- 
titled to  demand  that  settlement  in  the 
imperious  manner  in  which  they  are 
demanding  it.  These  difficulties  about 
labour  are  very  much  their  own  fault. 
My  noble  friend  behind  me  referred  to 
the  sudden  drop  in  wages.  It  is  utterly 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that,  having 
made  that  mistake  in  1902,  you  are  in 
two  or  three  years  afterwards  to  say  that 
you  are  in  such  an  intolerable  position 
that  the  whole  principle  upon  which 
Coolie  immigration  has  been  hitherto 
carried  on  is  to  be  overthrown  to  provide 
labour  for  the  mines.  My  noble  friend  read 
Sir  Lewis  Mitchell*s  statement,  and 
showed  that  those  who  were  connected 
with  the  De  Beers'  undertaking  had  stated 
that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  getting 
labour.  It  was  all  a  question  of  good 
treatment  and  price.  'Hiatalso  ought  to 
be  considered.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not 
deny  in  the  least  that  it  is  desirable  this 
question  should  be  settled.  All  I  venture 
to  submit  is  that  it  ought  only  to  be  settled 
upon  just  and  soimd  principles,  and  I  hold 
that  the  principles  of  tiiis  Ordinance  are 
neither  just  nor  sound. 

I  want  to  say  one  word  upon  a  point 
which  was  made  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  during  the  de- 
bate the  other  night  on  the  Address.  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Spencer  spoke  tiien 
of  100,000  Chinese  labourers  being  re- 
quired. The  noble  Marquess  replied  that 
that  was  a  mistake  and  contrary  to  fact, 
and  added  that  there  were  going  to  be 
10,000  introduced  at  first,  but  that  cer- 
tainly 100,000  was  quite  beyond  the 
mark.  The  Seoretaiy  of  the  Transvaal 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  London  has 
circulated  a  little  pamphlet,  which,  no 
doubt,  your  Lordships  have  seen,  in  which 
he  B&ya — 

"The  demand  for  native  laboor  far  the 
Transvaal  mining  indnatoy  is  in  ezoess  of  the 
present  supply  by  about  120,000  men,  and 
whilst  no  oomi^ete  data  as  ^^^^^^ 


983  Chinese  Labcur  {LORDS}  in  the  Transvaal.  m 


rMoiremeoU  of  the  whcde  indnst^  are  obtein- 
eUe,  it  is  eetunated  that  the  minea  ol  tiw 
Witwatcnrand  will  require  within  the  next  five 
yeare  en  addltimel  snpply  **  (^t  is,  edditicMul 
tothe  129,000)  *^«f  196,000  kboofen/'f  y 

Therefore  my  noble  friend  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  was  not  far  wrong  in  the 
figuie  which  he  quoted  the  other  evening. 
Now,  how  does  the  Government  meet 
question  ?  Tl^y  meet  it  by  saying 
that  tibey  are  going  to  treat  the  Transvaal 
Government  as  a  self-governing  colony. 
It  is  not  a  self-governing  colony,  but  a 
Crown  colony.  They  cannot,  by  choos- 
ing to  say  that  it  is  a  self-governing  colony, 
or  by  treating  it  as  such,  make  it  a  self- 
goveming  colony.  I  wish  they  could. 
And  they  cannot  divest  themselves  of  one 
ringle  atom  of  responsibiUty  for  the  whole 
of  these  proceedings  by  professing  their 
desire  to  treat  a  Crown  colony  as  if  it 
were  a  self-governing  colony. 

It  is  a  bad  habit  for  a  man  to  quote  his 
own  speeches,  and  it  is  not  one  to  which 
I  reai^ly  resort,  but  I  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  pardon  me  if  I  venture  to  refer 
to  the  language  I  used  in  the  year  1899 
upon  this  question  of  the  responsibility 
of  the  Home  Government  for  Crown  and 
self-goveming  colonies.  My  object  at 
that  time  was  to  show  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Colonial  Secretary  for  the  ad- 
ministration, and  even  for  the  legislation  of 
self-goveming  colonies,  was  very  small ; 
that  he  had  no  power  in  administration, 
and  little  real  power  inregard  to  legislation ; 
and  that  it  was  most  important  that  that 
fact  should  be  understood  by  the  country, 
who  should  not  blame  the  King's  Govern- 
ment at  home  for  anything  that  they  did 
not  like  in  the  conduct  of  self-governing 
oolonies.    I  added — 

'*  Bat  in  the  case  of  Crown  colonies  and 
colonies  administered  hy  chartered  companies, 
like  the  British  South  Africa  Company,  tho 
difficulty  does  not  exist.  In  those  casee  the 
GoTemment  at  home  has  fall  power,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  ririit  that  it  UKmld  have 
oomplete  reepoDsibiuty.  It  can  order  what  it 
pleesee  and  what  it  ^inks  right,  and,  having 
ordered  it,  it  has  the  power  of  enforcing  it." 

I  only  give  that  quotation  to  show  that 
when  no  such  question  as  this  was  before 
us,  and  before  even  the  late  war  actually 
broke  out,  I  expressed  in  this  House  pre- 
cisely the  same  views  which  I  am  express- 
ing at  the  present  moment,  so  that  none 
of  your  Lordships  can  say  I  have  brought 
forward  this  view  for  the  purpose  of  this 
Thf  Marquei»  of  Itipon, 


particular  argimaent.  The  government 
existing  at  present  in  the  Transvaal  ii 
purely  a  Crown  colony  government 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oobniet 
is  absolutely  and  fully  responsible  for 
everythiug  which  that  government  does 
— responsible  to  Parliament,  responsible 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
it  is  no  use  trying  to  shift  that  responfii- 
bility  by  saying  that  the  Government 
chose  to  treat  a  Crown  colony  as  if  it 
were  a  self-governing  colony. 

My  noble  friend  opposite,  t^e  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  Leader 
of  this  House,  gave  some  reasons  lor 
thinking  that  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  the  Transvaal  had  been  satis^tonly 
and  sufficiently  tested.  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  is  only  one  way  of  really 
testing  the  opinion  of  any  peo[^,  siul 
that  is  through  the  medium,  and  by  the 
means  of,  a  freely-elected  LegislatoKi 
guided  by  a  Government  responsible  to 
that  Legislature,  and  having  its  confidence. 
That  is  the  English  method  of  ascertaining 
public  opinion.  My  noble  friend  spoke 
of  plebiscites  and  referendums.  I  cannot 
say  I  am  very  fond  of  plebiscites.  I  am 
old  enough  to  recollect  certain  plebiscites 
which  were  not  generally  considered  to 
have  produced  satisfactory  results,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  I  doubt  whether  a 
satisfactory  result  would  have  been  pro- 
duced by  a  method  of  that  kind,  particu- 
larly in  the  circumstances  of  the  Transvaal- 
Then  the  noble  Marquess  the  Fore^ 
Secretary  rested  his  case  upon  three 
groimds.  I  suppose  he  is  of  opinion  that 
neither  of  them  is  quite  conclusive,  but 
that  by  lumping  them  together  he  may 
produce  an  impression  that  the  pro- 
posal is  supported  by  popular  opinion- 
He  referred  first  of  all  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Bloemfontein  Conference.  I  will 
read  that  resolution  to  your  Lordships. 
It  is  as  follows — 

"The  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  the 
permanent  settlement  in  South  Afn^s  of 
Asiatic  races  would  be  injnrioas,  and  sbouM 
not  be  permitted,  but,  if  industrial,  devel<^n>eDt 
poutively  requires  the  introduction  of  unskilled 
Ubonien,  under  Government  control,  by  wYeA 
proriaion  is  made  to  indeature  and  repatriate 
them  at  the  termination  of  thor  articles,  it 
should  be  permissible.*' 

A  more  grudging  resolution  I  can  hardly 

conceive.  It  may  have  been  the  resuH 
of  a  compromise,  or  t^^^Uj^^lpressure. 
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It  is  anything  bat  heaity.  How  was  it 
met?  It  was  instantly  met  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  at  the  Cape  by  the 
resolution  which  I  have  read  to  your 
Lordships.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  QoTemment  are  entitled  to  lay 
much  stress  upon  the  Bloemfontein 
Resolution. 

Then  there  is  the  Labour  Commission. 
The  majority  of  that  Commission  were 
more  or  less  the  intimates  of  the  mine- 
owners  of  the  Transvaal,  and  their  opinion 
is  nott  to  my  mind,  conclusive.  Then 
there  is  the  Legislative  Council.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  opinion  of  a  nomin- 
ated Legislative  Council  cannot  and  ought 
not  to  be  taken  as  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  the  country.  I  am  supported 
in  that  view  by  no  less  an  authority  than 
the  ex-Colonial  Secretary,  because  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  on  27th  July  last,  after  his 
return  from  Sonth  Africa,  said — 

"lam  not  profeBsiiu;  [that  I  am  going  to 
take  the  opiiiioa  oi  the  Legislative  Council  as  a 
final  <^ini(m  in  saoh  a  matter." 

1  do  not  take  it  as  a  final  oinnion  in  the 
matter,  and  noble  Lords  opposite  can 
hardly  complain  of  me  on  that  account. 
Then  I  come  to  the  petitfon.    Has  that 
petition  been  examined  ?    Has  any  one 
here  seen  it,  or  does  any  one  present 
know  how  many  people  signed  it  in  the 
same  handwriting  ?    Hy  noble  friend 
oppoute,  the  Leader  of  the  House,  is  now 
an  old  Parliamentary  hand  ;  he  has  had 
a  large  experience  of  public  affairs,  and 
probably  knows  the  value  of  petitions  of 
that  sort,  particularly  when  they  are  got 
up  under  the  SBgis  of  mighty  corporations, 
who  exercise  all  the  pressure  possible  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  required 
result.   I  cannot  see  how  a  petition  can 
be  hdd  to  be  equivalent  to  the  free  declara- 
tion of  an  elected  Legislature.    Tou  may 
take  all  these  four  together,  and  they  do 
not  approach  in  the  smallest  degree  to  the 
authority  which  would  be  afforded  you  by 
the  Legislature  of  a  self-governing  colony; 
therefore  the  whole  responsibility  rests 
upon  the  Government.   They  must  de- 
fend these  proposals ;  they  cannot  rest 
upon  the  authority  of  a  non-existing 
Government.     The  Government  must 
defend  the  proposals  in  all  their  details 
On  them  rests  the  responsibility,  and  they 
cannot  shirk  it.     We  have  not  got 
before  us  either  the  free  voice  of  a  free 


Legislature,  oi  even  the  result  of  a  referen- 
dum. We  have  nothing  efieotual  to  show 
what  aiethe  real  viem  of  this  community. 
I  will  go  further  and  say  that  in  this  case, 
in  which  so  great  and  enormous  inter- 
colonial considerations  are  to  be  found,  I 
should  hesitate  long  if  I  were  occupying 
the  position  of  Colonial  Secretary, 
before  I  could  safely,  even  at  the  bidding 
of  a  free  colonial  Legislature,  disregard 
those  considerationsVod  oast  tiiem  to  tba 
winds.  I  do  hope  tikat  it  is  not  too  late 
to  make  this  remonstrance,  but  I  am 
afraid  it  is.  I  am  afraid  that  all  the  in- 
dications go  to  show  that  the  Government 
have  made  up  their  minds.  If  they  have, 
it  must  be  so ;  but,  my  Lords,  they  are 
taking  a  very  weighty  and  a  very  grave 
responsibihty  upon  their  dwulders,  and 
they  are  establishii^  a  system  which  is 
unworthy  of  the  character  of  this  oonntry, 
which  is  restrictive  of  the  employment  of 
British  labour,  and  which  will,  I  fear,  be 
fraught  with  the  deepest  injury  to  the 
future  progress  of  South  Africa. 

Moved,  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  afiairs  of  the  Transvaal 
and  Orange  River  Colony,  with  special 
reference  to  the  question  of  the  employ- 
ment of  Chinese  labour  in  the  Transvaal. 
— (The  Marquess  of  Ripon.) 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The  Duke  of 
Marlborough)  :  My  Lords,  I  remember 
that  at  the  end  of  last  session  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Leader  of  this  House  said, 
in  a  speech  on  the  fiscal  policy,  that  he  was 
anxious  not  only  to  have  a  revolver  in  his 
hand,  but  also  that  it  might  on  occasions 
be  loaded.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that 
during  the  recess  noble  Lords  opposite 
have  purloined  that  revolver  and  have 
loaded  it  with  two  barrels  and  presented 
it,  on  the  first  day  that  your  Lordships 
have  met,  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  most 
unimportant  members  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  this  House.  I  recognise 
the  force  of  the  double  discharge  all  the 
more  when  I  remember  what  a  distin- 
guished political  marksman  tiie  noble 
Marquess  is  who  spoke  last,  but  I  can 
assure  him  that  I  have  no  desire  to  take 
cover.  I  will  come  out  into  the  open  and 
do  my  best  to  reply  to  the  mar^  questions 
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sod  points  of  view  which  he  and  the  noble 
Eoil  who  spoke  fint  have  put  forward.  I 
think  I  may  say  at  the  outset,  in  reply  to 
the  noble  EUrl,  that  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  submitting  this  Blue-book  to  your 
liOidships  and  to  the  other  House*  has 
included  everything  that  he  thought  could 
be  of  possible  value  to  your  Lordd^ps,  and 
althou^,  as  the  noble  Earl  pointed  out, 
there  may  be  certain  passages  omitted, 
those  passages,  I  believe,  were  not  at  all 
pertinent  to  the  question ;  and  I  think  I  am 
rifi^t  in  saying  tiiat  it  is  not  unusual  on 
occasions  to  leave  out  certain  passages. 
The  noble  Earl  said  something  about 
reports  being  "  garbled.'*  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  was  referring  to  this  Blue- 
book. 

The  Eael  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  What 
I  said  was  that  I  should  like  all  these 
despatches  of  Lord  Milner  published  in 
fuU. 

♦The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH :  The 
noble  Earl  has  the  despatches  from  Lord 
Milner  in  tiiis  Blue-book,  and  the  points 
iJiat  are  pertinent  are  included.  I  notice, 
moreover,  t^t  the  noble  Earl  declined  to 
look  at  l&e  Blue-book.  He  said  it  was  of 
no  use  to  him,  and  then  he  proceeded  to 
quote  Mr.  Taibutt.  If  the  noble  Earl  had 
looked  a  little  more  into  the  Blue-book 
he  would  have  discovered  that  the  iden- 
tical passage  he  alluded  to  is  included  in  it. 
The  noble  Marquess  has  dealt  with  many 
poits  of  view  of  the  South  African  question 
but  in  order  to  appreciate  thoroughly  the 
question  of  Anatic  labour  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  remember  that  the  financial 
success  of  South  Africa  depends  largely 
upon  this  great  staple  industry,  the  mining 
industry.  Your  Lordships  will  remember, 
if  you  go  back  to  the  year  1870,  that  the 
revenue  of  the  Transvaal  at  that  time 
was  only  some  £60,000.  Up  to  1885  it 
never  amounted  to  more  than  £200,000 ; 
then  in  1887  gold  was  discovered  and  we 
immediately  witnessed  a  change.  The 
revenue  in  that  year  amounted  to  £667,00 
and  we  see  that  each  succeeding  year 
following  up  to  the  years  before  the  war, 
Ute  revenue  of  the  country  increased  in 
proportion  as  gold  was  discovered.  In 
fact,  the  revenue  reached  no  less  a  figure 
than  betwoen  £4,000.000  and  £4.500,000 
of  money. 

Tlir  Duke  of  yfarlhcrmgh. 


I  rather  understood  from  his  remarks 
that  the  noble  Earl  had  some  slight  mis- 
givings, I  can  hardly  say  prejudice, 
against  tiie  mining  industry.  I  know 
the  industry  is  r^;arded  1^  some  as  if  it 
wrae  a  kind  of  speculative  concern  where 
one  man  is  pitted  against  another  in 
Older  to  extract  the  greatest  amount  of 
gold  out  of  the  soil.  I  think  that  is  the 
wrong  view  to  take  of  Johannesburg. 
The  mining  industry  is  one  huge  industrial 
concern,  and  the  only  differenoe  between 
that  and  an  industry  in  Great  Britain  is 
this,  that  whereas  we  manufacture  woollen 
goods,  or  iron,  or  steel,  the  people  of 
Johannesburg  manufactiue  gold.  On  this 
industry,  which  is,  as  I  say,  an  industrial 
venture,  the  success  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony  largely  depend.  It  is  their 
one  great  asset.  As  your  Lordships  are 
aware,  the  mining  industry  has  not  of 
late  flourished.  Indeed,  out  of  the  7,000 
stamps  that  have  been  put  down,  I  believe 
only  half  that  number  are  woricing,  and 
the  immediate  result  is  that  the  prosx)erity 
of  the  colony  is  not  so  great  as  anticipated. 
What  is  this  lack  of  development  due  to  ? 
It  is  due  to  the  depression  in  the  mining 
industry.  What,  again,  is  that  depres- 
sion due  to  1 '  Why,  to  the  difficulty  with 
regard  to  tiie  labour  supply.  Let  as  con- 
ndo:  a  moment  this  question  of  the  supply 
of  labour,  and  also  the  Report  of  the 
Labour  Commission  with  regard  to  it.  I 
understood  both  the  noble  Earl  and  the 
noble  Marquess  to  criticise  considerably 
the  composition  of  the  Labour  Com- 
mission. I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
was  a  fairly  representative  Commismon. 
I  notice  upon  it  some  Dutch  members 
and  some  members  of  the  J<dianne8burg 
Town  Council,  on  the  whole  it  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  a  fairly  representative 
Commission.  Anyway,  I  am  sure  noble 
Lords  will  admit  this,  that  the  Commis- 
sion was  perfectly  competent  to  hear  the 
evidence  that  was  brought  before  it,  and 
that  the  members  discharged  their  duties 
in  a  satisfactory  and  proper  manner. 
The  characteristic  of  this  Commission 
was  that  everybody  was  allowed  to  express 
his  opinions  openly  and  freely,  and  al- 
though the  Minority  Report  fail  d  to 
establish  their  contention,  yet  they  gave 
their  opinion  with  that  freedom  of 
expression,  which  we  arc  accustomed  to 
from  such  minorities  in  a  representative 

system  of  Gte  vemmentr^  ^  ^  ^  I  ^ 
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Your  Lordships  wilt  notice  that  the 
Labotu  Commission  divided  the  Tarioos 
tenitories  from  which  sni^Ues  of  labour 
could  possibly  be  recruited  under  four 
heads—the  districts  where  free  recruiting 
was  permitted,  districts  where  recruiting 
was  prohibited,  districto  where  recruiting 
was  limited,  and  districts  where  it  was 
allowed  under  certain  conditions.  In  the 
TnmBvaal  itself,  it  was  estimated  tk&t 
there  were  only  620,000  natives,  of  whom 
only  six  in  ten  were  capable  of  doing  the 
work.  In  Swaziland  out  of  a  population 
of  100,000,  6,000  was  the  maximum 
number  of  adults  available;  in  Orange 
River  Colony  thfnre  was  a  shortage 
of  labour  for  local  requirements ; 
in  Baautoland  the  Resident  Com- 
missioner  said  that  37,000  men  were 
employed  and  that  the  Transvaal 
cannot  expect  natives  from  that  country. 
Then  I  come  to  Cape  Colony.  The 
evidence  shows  that  there  the  demand 
for  natives  is  greater  than  the  supply.  In 
Bechoanaland  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
said  that  the  full  total  of  natives  from 
that  district  available  would  be  2,500. 
But  I  would  rather  draw  your  Lordships* 
attention  to  the  conclusions  of  the 
Majority  Report,  which  were:  (1)  That 
the  demand  for  native  labour  for  agri- 
culture in  the  Transvaal  is  largely  in 
excess  of  the  present  supply,  and  as  the 
development  of  the  country  proceeds  this 
demand  will  greatly  increase.  (2)  That 
the  demand  for  native  labour  for  the 
Transvaal  mining  industry  is  in  excess  of 
the  present  supply  by  about  120,000 
labourers,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the 
mines  of  the  Witwatersrand  alone  will 
require  within  the  next  five  years  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  196,000  labourers.  (3) 
That  the  demand  for  native  labour 
for  the  Transvaal  industries,  including 
railways,  is  greatiy  in  excess  of  the  present 
supply.  (4)  That  there  is  no  adequate 
supply  of  labour  in  Central  and  South 
Africa  to  meet  the  above  requirements. 

I  gathered  that  the  noble  Marquess 
attached  no  importance  to  the  finding  of 
the  Majority  Report.  He  had  some  doubt 
as  to  its  value,  but  I  ask  your  Lordships 
is  there  any  other  testimony  at  all  that 
we  have  to  support  the  finding  contained 
in  the  Majority  Report  ?  What  is  the 
experience  of  the  Transvaal  Government 


itself  in  this  matter  ?  Our  experience 
absolutely  substantiates  the  finding  of 
the  Majority  Report.  If  your  Lordships 
will  turn  to  page  69  of  the  Blue-book  you 
will  find  a  telegram  from  Lieut.- Governor 
Sir  Arthur  Lawlsy,  whioh  runs  as  follows — 

"  In  view  of  the  existing  scaroity  of  Ubotir,  I 
have  decided  that  the  rauways  must  suffer  to 
some  extent  as  wdl  as  agrienltural  and  coin, 
mercial  industries." 

On  page  175  there  is  another  telegram 
from  Lord  Milner,  in  which  he  says — 

"  The  immediate  prospect  is  very  bad. 
There  is  complete  stMiation  in  oommerce  and 
enterprise,  owing  to  wb  bbonr  difBcnl^,  and 
it  affects  almoat  eveoy  branch  of  revenue." 

And,  finally,  if  your  Lordships  turn  to 
page  176,  there  is  a  subsequent  telegram 
from  Lord  Milner,  in  which  he  says — 

'<  There  are  no  signs  of  an  adequate  amount 
of  labour  being  obtained  from  existing  sources 
of  3upp^.  The  consequent  depression  in  every 
kind  of  business  is  increasing  daily,  the  revenue 
is  falling  off,  many  pec^le  are  ont  of  work,  and 
if  the  sitoatioD  does  not  soon  change  a  con- 
siderable exodus  of  the  white  popolatioa  is 
ineritaUe." 

The  Minority  Report,  which  I  do  not 
think  has  been  alluded  to  this  evening, 
does  not  agree  with  the  figures  in  the 
Majority  Report.  They  claim  that  as 
labour  can  be  found  in  territories  north  of 
latitude  22  in  Central  Africa  and  in 
Uganda,  an  adequate  labour  supply  should 
be  obtained  from  those  territories,  but  this 
is  not  possible,  and  I  will  explain  why. 
The  natives  who  live  in  Central  Africa 
live  in  a  very  hot  and  tropical  climate. 
They  exist  upon  fruit  and  vegetables  of 
the  district,  and  if  you  import  them  into 
Johannesburg,  which  is  subject  to  a  very 
cold  and  rigorous  climate,  you  find  your 
chances  of  success  extremely  limited.  I 
believe,  also,  that  the  native  supply  from 
Uganda  is  quite  impracticable.  Indeed, 
when  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  in  SouthAf rica, 
he  admitted  that  it  was  very  imlikely  that 
any  labour  could  be  got  from  Uganda.  I 
am,  moreover,  reminded  that  sleeping 
sickness  exists  in  Uganda,  and  that  it 
would  be  very  dangerous  to  import  it  into 
the  colony.  Indeod,  I  think  if  we  im- 
ported this  illness  into  the  Transvaal  we 
might  run  the  risk  of  bringing  about  a 
state  of  commercial  repose  at  which  even 
the  noble  Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches 
might  feel  rather  horrified.    There  is 
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further  testimony  with  regard  to  the  im- 
practicability of  using  labour  from  Cen- 
tral Africa.    Sir  George  Farrar  himself 

says — 

*'  No  ODC  would  dream  of  inTesting  capital 
in  an  enterprise  worked  on  the  assumption  of 
labour  being  emplc^od  from  Central  Africa." 

The  Minority  Report  put  the  popula- 
tion of  Central  Africa  at  6,000,000,  and  of 
South  Africa  at  7,000,000,  making  a  total 
of  13,000,000  in  all,  and  then  they  said 
that  surely  out  of  this  enormous  popula- 
tion the  mining  community  ought  to  be 
able  to  find  a  sufficient  supply  for  their 
requirements.  If  this  had  been  really 
the  case,  we  should  never  have 
had  any  labour  trouble  at  all,  a  Labour 
Commission  would  never  have  sat, 
and  I  venture  to  think  this  question 
would  never  have  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  your  Lordships.  We 
may  juat  as  well  dismiss  this  cmisidera- 
tion  entirely.  It  is  clear  that  ^e  evidence 
before  the  Commission  conclusively  showed 
that  everywhere  in  South  Africa  where 
labour  might  be  got,that  labour  is  required 
by  each  individual  State  itself,  and  that 
as  regards  Central  Africa  and  in  Uganda, 
districts  to  which  we  might  possibly  look 
for  a  labour  supply,  all  efforts  have  failed 
to  secure  an  adequate  amount  of  labonr 
from  those  parts. 

I  have  dealt  with  the  number  of  men 


or  less  for  the   Labour  Gommiaaioii* 

but  that  is  not  so.  They  form  the  ba«a 
on  which  the  distribution  of  natives 
among  the  different  mines  was  made  under 
what  is  known  as  the  Native  Labour  Or- 
ganisation, and  the  figures  were  prepared 
eighteen  months  ago,  long  before  thia 
Labour  Commission  was  dreamt  of.  I 
think  the  difference  between  the  Majority 
and  Minority  Report  is  this,  that  whereas 
the  Minority  base  their  figures  on  the  dif- 
ference of  the  requirements  of  the  Trans- 
vaal before  the  war  and  those  of  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  Majority  base  their  figurea 
on  the  difference  between  those  that 
exist  to-day  and  the  full  requirements  of 
the  Transvaal,  supposing  the  develop- 
ments were  at  their  full  and  legitimate 
capacity.  I  think  our  duty  is  fairly  clear. 
Although  we  give  every  consideration  to 
the  Minority  Report  signed  by  two,  yet 
we  have  to  take  into  consideration  a  great 
deal  more  the  Majority  Report  signed  by 
ten,  and  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
satisfied,  in  view  of  the  evidence  of  the 
Commission  and  the  Transvaal 
Government  being  exactly  the  same 
in  both  cases,  that  there  is  an  in- 
sufficient supply  of  black  labour  available 
in  South  Ahica  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  mining  and  other  indus- 
tries. The  noble  Barl  said  he  did  not  Htdnk 
the  natives  in  Soul^  Africa  had  been 
treated   with   sufficient  consideration. 


that  are  available ;  let  us  consider  a  mo- 1  that  their  wages  had  not  been  so  satis- 
ment  the  number  of  men  that  are  re-  i  factory  as  he  would  have  wished,  and  that 


quired.  Again  we  find  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Majority  and  the 
Minority  Reports.  They  disagree,  in  the 
first  place,  as  to  the  number  of  men  re- 
quired on  the  fitnna,  and,  secondly,  as  to 
the  number  required  in  the  mines.  The 
Majority  Report  states  that  twenty  men 


the  reduction  of  wages  on  the  part  of  the 
mine  mamigers  was  partly  the  cause  of 
the  lack  of  labour  at  the  present  time. 
But  I  would  remind  the  noble  Earl  that 
it  was  the  Transvaal  Govemmoit  itself 
which,  before  the  war,  reduced  flie  amount 
of  wages  to  the  labourers.   It  is  true  that 


per  stamp  are  necessary  in  the  mines, '  after  the  war  was  over  the  mining  authori- 


whilst  the  minority  say  that  twelve  are 
sufficient.  All  the  mining  experts  who 
are  qualified  to  judge  in  this  matter  are 
unanimous  that  the  number  of  men  re- 
quired per  stamp  is  twenty,  and  I  think 
we  require  very  strong  evidence  to  the 
contrary  to  prove  that  the  statement  is 
inaccurate.  I  am  reminded,  moreoveri 
that  the  Rand  mines  themselves  were 
employing  fifteen  or  sixteen  men  per 
stamp  before  the  war,  and  are  now  ob- 
liged to  work  with  only  ten  men  per  stamp. 
It  has  been  said  for  some  time  that 
theiie  figures  have  been  prepared  more 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough. 


ties  did  not  increase  the  wages  quite 
so  quickly  as  probably  would  have  been 
wise,  but  they  were  slowly  increased 
from  208.  to  30b.,  and  gradually  they  were 
raised  to  a  figure  between  60s.  and  70a. 
per  m<nith.  The  noble  Earl  suggested 
that  the  natives  were  not  properly  treated. 

Thb  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
quoted  statistics  from  Sir  Godfrey  Lag- 
den,  showing  that  whereas  in  tike  De  Beer 
mines  the  rate  of  mortality  wu  only  30 
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per  1,000  pei  annum,  the  rate  in  tike  Rand 
mines  was  70  par  1,000  per  annum. 

rTHB  DuKB  or  MARLBOROUGH: 
What  is  the  noble  Earl's  inference  ? 

The  Eabl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  If 
the  mortality  is  double  in  the  Rand 
mines,  it  is  clear  that  the  men  cannot 
work  thoe  nndor  very  healthy  conditions. 

•The  Dukk  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
There  is  a  great  difierence.  One  set  of 
men  are  working  in  gold  mines,  and  the 
other  in  diamond  mines,  and,  moreover, 
Johannesburg  is  a  very  unhealthy  plaee. 
The  noble  Earl  will  probably  know  that 
Dr.  Moffatt  was  recently  out  in  South 
Africa,  and  his  testimony  was  that  the 
natives  were  exceedingly  well  cared  for 
in  all  the  districts  which  he  visited,  and 
he  had  no  complaint  to  make  as  to  the 
treatment  tkvy  received.  Since  there  is 
an  insoffident  supply  of  black  labour, 
let  us  consider  what  other  sonzoes  of 
supply  there  exist.  It  has  been  urged 
to-day  by  the  noble  Marquess  and  the 
noble  Earl  that  we  should  use  more  white 
labour.  In  fact,  I  understand  them  to 
say  ih&t  neither  Lord  Milner  nor  the 
mming  authorities  had  sufficiently  turned 
their  attention  to  this  question.  Now, 
what  is  the  evid^ioe  in  tikis  matter  that 
we  have  befm  us  f  Directly  after  the 
war  was  over,  who  were  the  first  people 
to  employ  white  unskilled  labour  in  South 
Africa  ?  It  was  the  mining  authoritieB 
themselves.  Sir  Percy  Fitzpatrick  went 
to  Lord  Kitchener  and  asked  him  to  allow 
the  use  of  any  mm  he  did  not  require, 
and  .the  consequence  wa  tikat  on  tike 
mines  for  whidk  he  was  responsible  they 
employed  some  1,200  men.  What  was 
the  result  of  that  experiment  1  They 
found  that  after  a  certain  time  they  were 
unable  to  continue  using  in  la^e  quan- 
tities white  unskilled  labour,  because  the 
incffeased  cost  of  the  output  was  so 
excessive. 

The  noble  Earl  referred  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  to  the  question  of  the  in- 
creased cost  of  labour,  and  idso  to  the 
dividends  on  the  nainea.  I  can  assure  the 
noble  Earl  that,  so  far  as  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  concerned,  we  have  no 
interest  at  all  in  knowing  what  the  divi- 
dends are.   All  we  want  to  know  is  that 
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the  share-holders  are  satisfied,  because 
if  tike  shar^olders  are  satisfied  more 
eaptal  will  be  invested  in  the  Transvaal, 
ami  as  a  consequence  those  subsidiary 
industries  on  which  we  rely  for  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  country  will  flourish  to 
a  greater  degree.  Then  there  was  another 
gentleman,  named  Mr.  Creswell,  who  tried 
to  employ  white  labour.  What  was  his 
e:qwrienoe  ?  The  managers  of  his  mine 
said  tii^  were  unable  to  continue  using 
white  unskilled  labour  to  a  large  extent 
because  it  became  so  expensive.  The 
experts  in  this  matter  are  all  unanimous 
in  the  opinion  that  the  employment  of 
white  unskilled  labour  is  impracticable 
because  of  the  excessive  cost.  The  noble 
Earl  has  referred  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Tarbutt.  It  is  not  my  business  to  defend 
that  letter.  It  contained  an  unfortunate 
expression  on  his  part,  perhaps,  but  I  do 
not  think  you  may  generalise  from  one 
particular  instance.  I  think  I  may  say 
that  these  mining  experts  and  engineers, 
and  everybody  connected  with  the  mines, 
have  been  actuated  in  the  ['statements 
they  have  made  by  tike  highest  sense  of 
duty,  and  have  not  made  fabe  statements 
for  political  purposes  or  politicalfends. 

But  there  is  yet  further  testimony  with 
regard  to  tike  employment  of  white  labour, 
and  that  is  tike  testimony  of  tike  Transvaal 
Government  itself.  It  has  been  said  to- 
night that  His  Majesty's  Government 
had  not  sufficiently  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  promoting  the  employment  of 
white  labour  in  South  Africa.  What  did 
the  Government  do  last  year  ?  We  sent 
out  900  men  from  this  country  to  be  em- 
ployed on  the  railways  in  Sooth  Africa, 
and  you  will  find  on  page  159  of  tbe  Blue- 
book  a  full  detailed  statement  of  tbe  ex- 
perience of  the  Transvaal  Government 
with  regard  to  the  employment  of  white 
navvies.  Our  experience  was  that  after 
nine  months  the  cost  was  so  excessive 
that  we  were  unable  to  continue  empl<^ing 
these  men  any  loiter.  There  is  another 
pmnt  of  equal  importance.  It  is  this. 
The  black  man  and  the  white  man  will 
not  work  together.  The  white  man  finds 
the  proximity  of  the  black  man  extremely 
distasteful  to  him,  and  no  one  can  claim 
that  the  force  of  this  argument  is  dimin- 
ished when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
black  man  heartily  reciprocates  the 
same  sentiments  towards  us.  ,  ^\<hK»> 
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been  pointed  out  by  the  noble  Earl 
and  the  noble  Marquess  that  this  employ- 
ment of  Asiatic  labour  will  curtail  the 
employment  oi  white  men.  I  do  not 
think  that  that  is  so.  I  understand  that 
Asiatic  is  to  be  employed  more  lor  the 
kind  of  pioneer  work.  His  employment 
neoeBdtateB  the  employment  also  of  Kaffirs 
in  other  work,  and  where  the  Kaffir  is 
employed,  it  is  obvious  that  you  require 
white  men  to  supervise  him  and  to  act 
as  overseers.  The  employment  of  Asiatics 
therefore,  will  open  up  a  greater  number 
of  mines  than  are  working  at  present ;  a 
greater  number  of  Kaffirs  wm  be  employed, 
and  tiiere  will  be  more  work  for  the  white 
man  as  overseer ;  so  that  the  direct  efiect 
of  Asiatic  labour  will  be  to  increase  the 
demand  for  white  labour  rather  than  to 
diminish  it. 

If  I  may  venture  to  recapitulate  my 
argument,  it  is  this,  t^at  the  prosperity 
of  the  Transvaal  depends  upon  the  suc- 
cess of  the  great  staple  industry  of  the 
country — the  great  mining  industry.  The 
mining  industry  to-day  relies  for  all  its 
maintenance  and  success  on  an  ample 
supply  of  labour  for  its  requirements, 
and  it  is  depressed  because  it  cannot  get 
a  sufficient  supply  of  labour.  The  evi- 
dence is  conclusive  that  there  is  not  a 
suffident  supply,  as  is  shown  by  the 
Report  of  the  Majority  Commission  and 
by  the  evidence  obtained  by  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  itself.  White  labour 
has  been  tried  both  by  the  mining  people 
themselves  and  by  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment, and  in  both  cases  it  has  been  found 
impracticable  owing  to  the  expense. 
The  noble  Marquess  has  insinuated  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  desire  to 
bnrlre  the  discussion  of  this  matter.  We 
have  no  desire  to  do  that  at  all.  I  think 
he  used  the  words  "  indecent  haste."  I 
can  assure  him  it  has  not  been  the  wish 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  prevent 
Parliament  from  discussing  this  matter. 
He  has  given  them  the  first  and  most 
favourable  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
question ;  and,  so  far  as  your  Lordships 
are  concerned,  you  certainly  have  no 
complaint  to  make  of  the  treatment  of 
His  Majesty's  Government. 

Then  the  noble  Marquess  said  it  was 
im^ssible  for  w  to  treat  the  Transvaal 
as  if  it  were  a  self-governing  colony,  and 
t^at  in  the  last  resort  we  were  respon- 
sible.  Nobody  denies  that  fact,  but  the 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough, 


reason  why  the  Secretary  of  State  said 
he  was  anxious  to  treat  them  a»  far  as 
he  could  in  the  position  of  a  self-govem- 
ing  colony  was  that  he  desired  to  con- 
tinue the  poUcy  of  his  predecessor.  The 
noble  Marquess  said,  amidst  the  chem 
of  his  f olloweiB,  that  we  could  not  di?cst 
ouiselves  of  liie  responmbility  d  tie 
government  of  the  Transvaal.  We  hare 
no  desire  to"do  so.  On  the  other  baod. 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  speaking  on  the  8onth 
African  War  Contribution  Bill,  sud— 

"  I  believe  I  ean  aafdy,  on  behalf  of  the  wbok 
House  of  CommoQB,  say  tiuX,  although  techni- 
cally they  are  Crown  colonies,  and  u  neb 
subject  in  the  last  resort  to  any  ultimstain  dui 
may  be  propounded  from  Downing  Street,  tfac 
Govemment  will  tfeat  them  in  ^mattenii 
whioh  Imperial  interests  are  not  diieet^  ceo- 
oemed  as  if  they  were  self-goveming  colooiM.'' 

That  opinion  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
was  endorsed  by  members  of  the  Pai^ 
to  which  the  noble  Uarquras  bekmgt. 
and,  having  accepted  it,  I  do  not  titink 
they  can  blame  His  Majesty's  Oovero- 
ment  for  continuing  the  policy  of  Mr- 
Chamberlain  as  stated  last  summer  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Now,  I  ventate 
to  think  that  in  this  problem  before  ns, 
the  request  of  the  Transvaal  to  import 
Asiatics  into  their  territory,  we  have  to 
dedde  in  the  first  place  whether  thii 
demand  is  based  on  grounds  which  aie 
both  reasonable  and  intelligible,  and  1 
trust  that  noble  Lords  may  think  that 
theirdemandisreasonable  and  intelligible. 
In  the  second  place,  after  we  have  de- 
cided whether  the  demand  is  reasooabte 
and  intelligible,  we  have  to  make  up  our 
minds  whetiier  it  is  in  conformity  with 
the  wishes  of  the  people  tiiemadm 
But  before  conddering  that  point,  your 
Lordships  will,  perhaps,  allow  me  to 
remind  you  of  the  position  of  the  ques- 
tion when  Lord  Milner  last  went  back  V> 
South  Africa.  The  Report  of  the  Labour 
Commission  became  Imown  to  us,  sod 
it  was  also  known  that  a  Resolution  would 
be  introduced  in  oonsequence  in  the 
Legislative  Assembly.  His  Blajestj's 
Govemment  told  Lord  Milner  that  before 
they  could  sanction  such  a  measure  tliev 
must  have,  first  of  all,  a  full  ezpreeaioD 
of  opinion  from  him  as  to  the  indicstionR 
of  public  feeling  in  the  Transvaal.  Lord 
Milner  said,  in  reply,  that  he  thought 
the  vote  in  the  Legidative  Council  on 
the  Resolution  reflected  the  full  state  oi 
public  opinion,  tlwt.  the  scale  of  opinion 
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had  changed  of  late  conaideiably,  and  it 
will  be  seen  that  Loid  Hilner  was  Btiei^th- 
ened  in  his  opinion  by  the  fact  that  this 
Resolution  was  passed  by  nine  votes  to 
four  of  the  unofficial,  and  by  twenty  to 
four  of  the  official  and  unofficial  members 
together.  We  therefore  consented  to  the 
introduction  of  a  Oovemment  measure, 
always  reserving  to.  ourselves  the  right 
to  modify  our  views  if  o|nnions  of  a 
pronounced  character  or  of  an  organised 
nature  were  made  against  it. 

We  are  censured  to-day  almost,  for  Hke 
contemplation  of  the  immigration  of 
Asiatics  into  the  Transvaal.  It  was  our 
view,  and  we  were  bound  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  opinion  of  the  Transvaal 
itsdi  We  felt  tibat  a  grave  responsi- 
bility would  be  on  oui  shoulders  if,  witii- 
out  cause  or  reason,  and  without  any 
other  remedy  to  suggest,  we  prevented 
the  discussion  of  this  measure  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  decision  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  on  the  merits  of  the 
Resolution  was  received  with  a  general 
sense  of  relief,  and  there  were  no  signs 
of  active  hostility  to  the  measure,  least 
of  all  in  the  country  districts.  It  was 
therefore  in  the  belief  that  this  Resolution 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  represented 
the  opinion  and  the  wishes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Transvaal,  and  that  no  organ- 
ised opposition  had  been  made  against 
it,  that  His  Majesty's  Government  con- 
sented to  a  Government  measure  being 
brought  in,  based  on  the  terms  of  the 
Resolution  that  had  alreadybeen  adopted. 
The  course  we  took  is  justified  by  the 
evidence  that  existed  in  favour  of  Chinese 
immigration.  The  more  we  consider  it 
the  more  we  may  be  satisfied  that  the 
conclusions  to  which  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment arrived  were  both  wise  in  sub- 
stance and  correct  in  form. 

The  noble  Marquess  has  dealt  very 
fully  with  the  evidence  on  this  matter  in 
South  Africa  generally  and  in  tike  Trans- 
vaal. Let  us  for  a  moment  consider 
what  the  evidence  is.  We  must  take,  in 
the  first  place,  the  opinion  of  the  Trans- 
vaal itself,  but  it  would  be  improper  to 
ignore  the  opinion  of  South  Africa  in 
geneisL  Let  us  consider  the  terms  of 
the  Bloemfontein  Resolutioa  to  which 
Lord  Bfilner  has  referred.  That  Resolu- 
tion was  passed  by  all  the  representatives 
of  the  colonies  in  South  Amca,  who  we 
may  believe  largely  reflected  the  opiniou 


of  the  people  they  represented.  It  was 
caiiied  absolutely  unanimonsly,  and  the 
statesman  who  proposed  it  was  no  other 
than  the  Prime  Bfinister  of  the  Cape,  Sir 
Gordon  Sprigg  himself.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  need  read  the  Bloemfontein 
Resolution— the  nobleMarquesshasquoted 
it — but  it  was  to  the  efiect  that  if  in- 
dustrial development  positively  demanded 
it,  then  Asiatic  labourers  under  a  system 
of  patrol  should  be  permitted  to  enter. 
the  noble  Marquess  has  said  that  the  Cape 
is  op^tosed  to  this  measure.  It  is  true 
there  is  an  agitation  there — a  slight  agita- 
tion— at  the  present  time,  but  we  hope 
that  it  will  pass  away.  If  your  Lordships 
will  turn  to  page  187  of  the  Blue-book, 
you  will  see  there  what  Lord  IfilnM  says 
with  regard  to  this  agitation —  ^ 

"In  the  Oope  alone  is  tbare  ai^  maxln^ 
oppow^n,  bat  thia  is  in  the  main  ^uite  olearl.k 
due  to  electioaeering.  The  Bond  ts  seeking  to 
main  up  for  the  votes  lost  to  it  thnragh 
disfranohisement  by  a  bid  for  the  natiTe  vote. 

I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  too  much  on  the 
fact  that  tiie  elections  are  takiiu  place  in 
the  Cape,  but  I  am  sure  that  noble  Lords 
who  have  had  to  submit  themselves  to 
popular  suffrage  will  remember  that  fre- 
quently matters  which  in  ordinary  times 
md  not  seem  very  important  assume 
during  an  election  great  importance ;  in 
fact,  I  daresay  it  hu  been  the  experience 
of  some  noble  Lords  that  they  have  been 
obliged,  during  an  election,  to  sink  all 
their  opinions  on  Imperial  matters  in 
order  to  discuss  domestic  questions,  such 
as  the  vaccination  of  in£tnts  and  the 
dangers  to  the  State  of  unmuzzled  dogs. 

^I  turn  from  the  consideration  of  th^ 
Cape  to  the  other  self-governing  colony* 
Natal.  What  is  tiie  opinion  m  Natal 
towards  this  question  1    In  July  last  a 

'  Motion  was  introduced  both  into  the 
Legiskttive  Council  and  tiie  L^;islative 
.^sembly,  protesting  agunst  the  intro- 
duction of  Asiatic  laMurinto  Soutii  Africa. 
That  Motion  was  defeated  in  both  Houses, 
and  in  one  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 
I  think,  therefore,  we  may  claim  that  there 

,  is  no  direct  preponderance  of  opinion  in 

'  Natal  against  the  importation  of  Asiatics. 
In  Rhodesia  there  has  been  for  some  time 
past  a  strong  desire  for  the  importation 
of  Asiatic  labour,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country  are  supposed  to  regard  with 
favour  its  introduction,  not  only  into  the 

,  Transvaal  but  into  their  own  temtory  as 
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wdl.  The  Oiange  Rivet  Colony  has  ex- 
pressed its  desiie  not  to  interfere  with  the 
declared  wishes  of  the  Transvaal,  and  the 
Transvaal  itself  is  in  favour  of  Chinese 

labour.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  if  you 
take  South  Africa  as  a  whole,  there  are 
four  colonies  which  have  expressed  their 
opmion  not  unfavourably  to  the  proposal, 
and  only  one,  namely,  the  Cape,  which 
has  doling  the  last  two  months  displayed 
an  unwonted  hostiUty  against  it.  We  may 
claim,  therefore,  that  the  opinion  of  South 
Africa  as  a  whole  ia  in  favour,  and  not 
against,  the  propose  of  the  Transvaal 
Government. 

I  now  come  to  the  expression  of  opinion 
in  the  Transvaal  itself.  What  evidence 
have  we  in  this  direction  ?  This  evidence 
is  the  most  important  of  all,  because  I 
think  that  we  must  admit  that  this  matter 
is  one  which,  as  it  affects  the  Transvaal 
directly,  should  be  to  the  greatest  extent 
detennined  by  the  opinions  and  wishes 
of  the  colony  itseli  We  have,  in  the 
first  place,  the  expression  of  opinion  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Transvaal  who 
supported  the  Bloemfontein  Conference 
Resolution.  In  the  second  place  we  have 
the  evidence  of  the  majority  of  those  who 
sat  on  the  Labour  Commission.  We 
have,  thirdly,  to  zemembei  that  the 
principle  of  the  Ordinance  was  passed  in 
the  Leg^dative  Council  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  that  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Government  measure  was  carried 
without  a  division.  Fourthly,  there  is 
the  evidence  of  the  Dutch  population 
themselves.  Ben  Viljoen's  evidence  be- 
fore theCommiasionis  one  which  we  cannot 
ignore.  He  said  a  great  number  of  Boers 
see  and  feel  the  state  of  things  at  present 
prevailing  through  the  state  of  the  labour 
market,  and  would,  therefore,  agree  to 
supplement  the  labour  supply  by  import- 
ing labour  if  done  under  strict  rules  and 
proper  legislation. 

This  statement  which  I  have  quoted 
agrees  with  the  opinion  that  Lord  Milner 
expressed,  that  while  the  majority  of 
the  Dutch  are  anxious  to  see  the  experi- 
ment of  Asiatic  labour  tried,  they  are 
not  prepared  to  give  strong  expressions  of 
opinion  in  favour  of  it.  We  believe  that, 
though  the  Legislative  Council  is  no  doubt 
a  nominated  Council,  it  does  not 
possess  in  a  Parliamentary  sense  a  re- 
presentative character ;  nevertheless,  the 

The  Duke  of  MarUwough. 


dedsion  titoy  have  taken  on  tiiis  subject 
is  a  decision  in  the  best  intraeats  of  t^e 
colony,  and  does  not  midnteipret  the 
wishes  or  offend  the  eoitiment  of  its 
population.  I  notice  that  my  noUe 
friend  Lord  Tweedmouth  does  not  agree 
with  my  remarks.  Noble  Lords  opposite 
may  be  right,  and  we  may  be  wrong, 
but  if  we  are  right,  I  am  reminded  that 
this  will  not  be  ^  first  time  in  tiie  annab 
of  onr  political  liie  when  an  AasemUy 
elected  not  on  the  basis  oi  a  popular 
franchise  has  rightly  intnjHreted  the  de* 
sires  and  wishes  of  the  people  whose 
trustees  they  are.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  a  referendum,  but  I  gather  that 
botli  the  noble  Earl  and  the  noble  Marquees 
agreed  with  His  Majesty's  Govemmeat 
that  it  would  be  unneoessaiy  and  unwise 
to  have  had  recourse  to  a  referendum. 

Thb  Sarl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  Be- 
cause it  ia  dishonest. 

*The  Duke  op  MARLBOROUGH: 
Why  a  referendum  should  be  dishonest 
I  fail  to  understand.  However,  I  agiee 
thoroughly  with  the  noble  Earl  and  with 
tiie  noble  Marquess  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  have  a  referendum. 

*The  Marquess  or  RIPON  :  I  only 
said  that  I  thought  a  referendum  was  not 
a  good  method  of  obtaining  the  views 
of  the  public.  I  do  not  say  that  a  refarm- 
dum  would  not  show  better  than  yoor 
present  testimony  what  the  views  of  tlie 
people  are. 

♦The  Duke  op  MARLBOROUGH 
My  point  is  this :  What  is  the  use  of 
having  a  referendum  when  it  is  not  really 
required  1  Why  should  we  put  the  colony 
to  the  vast  expense  and  trouble  of  this 
novel  and  unprecedented  method  ?  He 
object  of  a  referendum  is  to  enable  people 
to  reject  a  measure  they  dislike  witiioat 
destro3ring  a  Government  of  which  they 
approve,  but  by  a  referendum  I  do  not 
thmk  you  would  get  that  exact  ex^nesBioa 
on  the  merits  of  the  case  which  those  who 
advocate  a  referendum  are  so  anxioiL^ 
to  ascertain.  Though  the  opposition  of 
the  introduction  of  Asiatic  labour  is  ft 
natural  one,  and  one  with  which  we  sym- 
pathise, yet  we  must  not  forget  the  pro- 
blemthatw^a^^^^^ve.  Are 
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we  piepaied  to  arrest  tiiat  development  of 
the  Transvaal  which  the  inhabitants 
themselves  have  tried  to  build  up  ?  The 
supezstructuze  which  has  been  created 
during  the  last  two  years,  a  superstruc- 
ture which  comprises  sudi  items  as  rail- 
way extension,  extensive  mnnioipal  works 
botii  in  Johannesbu^  and  Pretoria,  and 
vast  sums  oi  money  laid  out  on  the  Rand 
water  supply— this  superstructure  has 
been  built  up  in  the  belief  and  in  the 
anticipation  that  it  would  be  sustained 
by  (he  increased  development  of  thie  main 
staple  iodustiy  of  tbe  country.  If  we 
are  not  prepared  to  arrest  this  develop- 
mmit,  then  we  are  mninded  that  the 
Resolntion  of  the  Bloemf ontein  Conference 
was  founded  on  reasonable  ground — 

"  That  if  indnstoi&l  developmeot  pomiArtAy 
demaiub  it,  anakilled  Uboarers  and«r  a  system 
of  QoTemment  oontrol  should  be  permitted." 

This  Ordinance,  and  the  conclusion 
contained  in  it,  we  believe  place  the  im- 
migrants under  Government  control. 
The  evils  of  importation  of  Asiatics  have 
been  dwelt  on.  I  would  only  remind  you, 
in  reply,  that  whereas  other  countries 
have  imported  Chinese  first  of  all  and 
-thai  legislated  for  them,  the  Transvaal 
proposes  to  legislate  for  them  in  the  first 
place  under  a  system  of  control,  and  then 
allow  them  to  enter  into  the  Colony.  It 
is  in  the  assurance  that  the  attitude  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  towards  this 
question  has  not  been  ih&t  of  blind  favour- 
itism, bom  of  a  first  impression,  but  the 
-conviction  that  there  is  no  other  solution, 
that  I  hope  yon  will  record  your  suiction 
to  the  methods  which  the  Transvaal 
Government  have  taken  to  solve  this 
■difficult  and  complex  problem,  a  problem 
concerning  which  the  Transvaal  is  so 
Anxionaly  and  so  earnestly  awaiting  the 
deradon  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

*The  lord  archbishop  of  CAN- 
TEBBURT :  Hy  Lords,  I  approach  this 
quevtion  from  a  somewhat  different  stand- 
7K»nt  from  that  occupied  either  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  opened  the  discussion,  or 
by  the  noble  Marquess  who  succeeded 
hun,  for  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
may  ultimately  exist  as  to  the  urgency 
of  the  problem  which  has  now  to 
be  solved,  I  should  have  thought  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  anyone 
irho  had  studied  the  Blue-books  care* 


fully  not  to  realise  the  immense  difficulty 
which  surrounds  it.  In  the  speech  made 
in  opening  the  debate,  the  subject  was 
referred  to  as  though  the  solution  was  not 
really  a  matter  of  any  difficulty ;  all  we 
had  to  do  was  to  refuse  to  assent  to  the 
proposal  which  had  emanated  from  the 
Transvaal  itself.  To  my  mind,  the 
matter  is  far  more  complex.  Indeed,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that,  great  as 
are  the  objections  to  this  immigration, 
the  difficulties  are  not  equally  great  if 
we  were  fimply  and  bluntly  to  follow  the 
course  which  the  noble  Earl  has 
suggested.  I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into 
a  discosnon  on  the  economic  ot  tiie  poUti- 
cal  aspects  of  the  question.  I  wish  to 
deal  simply  with  the  moral  aspect  of  the 
subject,  which  it  seems  to  me  has  been 
treated  with  strangely  little  consideration, 
both  in  the  correspondence  which  appears 
in  the  Blue-book,  in  t^e  resolutions 
passed  by  the  various  South  African 
bodies  for  and  against  the  proposal  now 
made,  and  in  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Duke.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  sufficient 
attention  has  not  been  given  in  any  of 
these  quarters  to  a  matter  which  lies  at 
the  root  of  the  question  before  us. 

I  have  read  without  the  slightest  pre- 
conceived idea,  and  certainly,  so  far  as 
I  know,  without  bias,  all  the  material 
which  has  been  circulated  on  the  subject. 
I  will  not  profess  that  I  have  been  able 
to  look  throu^  that  hi^e  and  priceless 
volume,  which  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  tiie 
treasures  possessed  by  our  library,  hakhj 
the  kindness  of  the  noble  Duke  I  have 
been  allowed  to  glance  at  the  copy  in  his 
custody,  and  I  have  examined  the  index, 
from  which  it  does  not  seem  that  tiie 
moral  aspect  of  the  subject  is  alluded 
to  in  the  multitudinous  pages.  This 
appears  to  me  the  more  strai^  inasmuch 
as  there  exist  in  records  of  tihe  past  long 
accounts  of  discussions  which  topk 
place  half  a  century  ago  upon  the  diffi- 
culties that  surround  the  moral,  or,  if 
it  is  preferred  to  call  it  so,  the  social  aspect 
of  this  question.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
believe  that  the  Government  is  advocat- 
ing this  particular  solution  of  the  labour 
problem  mmply  because  it  is  important 
to  secure  better  dividends  for  mine- 
owners.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  riiare 
that  view.    If  better  dividends  are 
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prosperity  of  the  two  new  Colonies  can-  1  ignorant  as  I  was  before  as  to  what  are 
not,  so  far  as  it  appears,  go  forward  as  j  the  plans,  the  hopes,  or  the  anticipations 
we  wish,  unless  this  the  greatest  and '  of  His  Majesty's  Government  on  this 
most  important  industry  of  that  region  particular  point.  Has  it  been  considered, 
continues  to  be  succ^sful.  Therefore  '  and  if  so,  where  shall  we  find  the  results 
those  of  us  who  are  thinking  more  of  of  that  consideration  ?  If  the  gravity^  of 
the  moral  and  educational  progress  of  the  problem  has  not  been  considered, 
tiie  Colony  than  of  its  monetary  wealth,  i  iben  it  is  li^;h  time  that  we  should  give 


are  yet  actively  concerned  in  the  en- 
deavour to  make  the  mines  profitable, 
because  we  appreciate  that  the  imme- 
diate question  of  dividends  is  secondary 
to  far  greater  interests  beyond. 

I  want  to  press  the  point  that  whereas 
in  the  past  history  of  our  different 
colonies,  when  there  has  been  conddeia- 
tion  of  this  question  of  Chinese  immi- 
gration, there  have  been  minute  arrange- 
ments made  for  meeting  the  moral  and 
social  difficulties  surroimding  it,  these 
difficulties  do  not  appear  to  have  received 
any  adequate  consideration  in  the  present 


attention  to  it. 

If  the  GoTemment  can  tell  us  the 
matter  has  really  been  duly  weighed,  and 
that  plans  have  been  made,  and  are 
expected  to  work  satisfactorily,  then  I 
would  not  press  that  all  auoh  particulate 
or  such  details  as  the  noble  Maiqueas 
has  asked  for  should  be  ^ven  to  us 
before  the  Ordinance  is  sanctioned.  I 
trust,  however,  that  before  the  debate 
closes  more  information  will  be  given 
to  us  with  regard  to  the  several  regula- 
tions which  are  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  subject  to  the 


case.  This  is  to  me  a  new  study ;  but  approval  of  His  Majesty's  GoTcmment. 
it  will  be  remembered  by  some  of  your  '  We  have  in  these  Blue-books  three  copies 
Lordships  that  during  the  yean  1862  { of  the  Ordinance,  and  they  differ  widely 
to  1858  there  were  discussions  upon  the  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  wives  and 
introduction  of  Chinese  labour  into  the  ■  families  accompanying  or  following  the 
West  Indies,  into  Trinidad,  into  British  I  labourers.  The  first  draft  of  the  Ordin- 
Guiana,  and  to  some  extent  into  Mauri-  ance  as  enclosed  in  the  despatch  of 
tins ;  and  your  Lordships  will  find  that  5th  December,  has  two  ox  three  clauses 
when  the  subject  was  under  discussion ;  upon  the  subject,  making  the  introduc- 
in  those  years  there  was  letter  after  letter,  tion  of  wives  and  children  lawful,  but 
despatch  after  despatch,  and  witness  after  these  disappear  in  the  second  draft,  given 
witness  was  called  upon  to  discuss  and  to  us  at  a  later  date,  and  we  merely 
deliberate  upon  the  regulations  that  have  the  provision  that  the  Lieutenant- 
could  best  be  made  for  preventing  |  Governor  may  make  regulations  for  the 
the  moral  evils  that  might  result  from  such  introduction,  repatriation,  and  control  of 
immigra^on.  There  were  communications  '  families.  In  the  third  copy  this  provision 
for  example  ^m  Bfr.  Consul  Alcock,  '  remains,  and,  further,  there  is  a  clause 
then  at  work  in  China,  and  afterwards  so  |  providing  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
well  known  to  your  Lordships  as  Sir  j  the  wives  or  members  of  any  &mily  be- 
Rutiierford  Alcodc,  in  which  he  indicated  longing  to  the  race  or  tribe  of  any 
the  perils  of  bringing  together  large  labourer  to  enter  or  reside  in  the  colony 


numbers  of  male  Chinese,  in  the  manner 
now  suggested.   Affain  there  was  a  cor- 


except  under  conditions  there  alluded  to. 
We  want  to  know,  not  necessarily  in 
respondence  between  the  Colonial  Land  ,  detail,  but  in  the  roughest  outline  what 
Commission  and  the  Duke  of  Newoaatle  I  the  conditions  are.  We  want  to  be 
in  1854  on  the  subject.  Many  examples  '  assured  that  this  system  of  indentored 
I  might  give  to  show  that  this  is  a  matter  j  immigration  will  not  be  introducing  a 
requiring  an  amount  of  careful  considera- '  poison  of  a  terrible  kind  into  the  com- 
tion  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  have  munity  where  the  Chinese  may  be  settled, 
received  on  the  present  occasion.  What  I  If  it  is  said  this  poison  cannot  be  intro- 
I  feel  is  this.  After  reading  what  has  i  duced  because  of  the  restraints  put  upon 
been  put  into  our  hands  and  comparing  it :  the  immigrants,  and  that  the  evil  can- 


with  what  was  done  half  a  century  ago 
on  similar  occasions  in  dealing  witih  our 


not  become  rampant,  because  the  China- 
men will  be  deprived  of  all  liberty  of 


Colonies  or  other  landa,  and  after  to-night  action,  or  locomotion,  or  intercourse  with 
listening  to  the  noble  Duke,  I  remain  as  other  people,  such  a /line  ojLideftocs 
The  Lord  ArehhiOup  of  Canimiiay.        '  Diqitizedbv^^OOQle 
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steikes  o&e  as  in  itoelf  diffioalt  to 
justify.  At  all  events  it  is  certainly 
a  fonn  of  administiation  a  little  difficult 
to  reconcile  with  the  libertiea  and  free- 
dom which  should  exist  in  a  British 
colony.  It  may  he  that  the  zegolations 
have  been  weU  thought  ont,  uid  that 
Bis  Majesty's  Gkveniment  can  tell  us 
in  outlme  how  they  mean  to  deal 
with  the  subject ;  but  we  ought  to 
pause  before  we  allow  what  is  now 
propmed  to  go  forward  until  we  know 
that  it  is  not  going  to  be  a  source  of 
moral  and  'social  evil  in  circumstances 
of  which  we  have  abundant  examples  in 
the  history  of  the  past  in  our  own  colonies 
and  in  those  of  o^er  nalaons. 


Clofttse. 
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Moved.  "That  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed."—(£arZ  Ortjf.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


THE  LOADING-PORT  CLAUSE. 

LoBD  MUSKERRY:  My  Lords.  I 
rise  to  again  call  the  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  CSrcular  Instructions  to  the  Super- 
intendents of  Mercantile  Marine  Offices 
relative  to  the  loading-port  clause  in  the 
articles  of  merchant  ^ips;  to  point  out 
further  cases  where  this  circular  has  caused 
shipowners  and  shipmasters  great  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience  ;  and  to  ask 
whether  they  have  yet  received  the 
opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown, 
to  whom  this  matter  was  submitted  over 
eight  months  ago.  This  is  a  subject 
which  I  introduced  to  your  notice  in  the 
early  part  of  May  last  year  I,  would  not 
trouble  you  further  upon  it  but  for  the 
serious  i&ct  that,  although  eight  months 
have  elapsed,  nothing  whatever  appears 
to  have  been  done  towards  removing  a 
prolific  source  of  trouble  and  expense  to 
shipowners. 

Perhaps  to  some  of  your  Lordships  thia 
loading-port  clause  in  ship's  articles  may 
be  unfamiliar ;  therefore  I  may  say  that 
it  is  simply  a  clause  whereby  the  crew  of 
a  ship  in  their  agreement  with  the  master 
agree  to  remain  on  board  the  ship  until 
her  arrival  at  the  port  in  the  United  King- 
dom where  she  may  load.  For  instance, 
a  ship  may  perhaps  be  bound  to  Hull  to 
discharge  her  cargo,  proceeding  then  to, 
say,  Cairdiff,  to  load,  this  bung  generally 


assumed  as  the  completion  of  the  voyage. 
The  Board  of  Trade,  however,  voluntarily 
issued  circular;  instructions  to  their  snper- 
intendeofs  to  the  effect  that  if  the  crew 
demand  to  be  paid  oS  at  the  port  at  which 
the  ship  discharges  her  cargo.they  cannot 
be  legally  compelled  to  carry  out  their 
own  agreement  in  the  shape  of  remaining 
by  the  ship  until  she  arrives  at  her  loading 
port.  This  has  given  ships'  crews  an 
opportunity  to  harass  shipowners  and 
shipmasters,  and  to  cause  them  great  and 
needless  expense. 

In  my  remarks  last  year  I  quoted  a 
case  occurring  in  the  Thames  Police  Court, 
where  the  legal  decision  was  given  di- 
rectly against  the  terms  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  circular.  Since  that  case  happened 
there  have  been  several  of  an  identical 
character.  One  decision,  I  believe,  has 
been  given  in  favour  of  the  men,  but  this 
only  shows  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of 
the  whole  position.  With  the  exception 
of  this  one  case  the  legal  decisions  have 
been  all  the  other  way.  The  action  of 
six  seamen  against  the  captain  of  the 
steamer  "Concord"  at  Aberdeen  was 
dismissed  by  Mr.  Sheriff  Begg,  the  de- 
fendant being  allowed  £1  Is.  expenses. 
At  Salford  a  seaman  sued  the  captain  of 
the  steamer  "  Alfalfa,"  but  the  stipendiary 
said  he  had  little  doubt  about  the  merits 
of  the  case,  and  the  summons  was  dis- 
missed. At  Birkenhead  a  seaman  of  the 
"  Petunia  "  sued  the  master  of  the  vessel, 
but  the  justices  described  the  loading- 
port  clause  as  "  an  old  and  accepted  form 
of  agreement,"  and,  in  adopting  what 
they  called  a  "  common-sense  view," 
dismissed  the  case.  Common-sense 
seems  to  be  absent  from  some  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  circulars.  There  is  also  the  case 
of  a  fireman  of  the  steamer  "  Lobelia," 
who  at  Londonderry  sued  the  master  in 
a  similar  manner,  and  this  summons  also 
was  dismissed. 

I  think  I  have  shown  to  your  Lordships 
sufficient  to  indicate  the  mischievous 
results  which  have  aocmed  from  the 
official  circular  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Not  only  is  it  an  unwarrantable 
interference  with  our  shipping  intereste, 
but  it  is  throwing  dust  in  ^e  eyes  of  sea- 
men, who,  very  mistekenly,  thinking  they 
can  place  absolute  reliance  on  the  pro- 
nouncements of  the  Board  of  Trade,  take 
action  in  a  Oouit  of  law  a«4n8t  tiieir 
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superior  officers.  In  every  case  but  one 
this  has  subjected  them  to  expenses  and 
CMts  which  they  can  ill  afEord  to  bear.  I 
hope  to  hear  that  the  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  on  tiie  subject  has 
now  been  received — it  is  quite  time  it 
was — and  that  it  will  result  in  the  with- 
drawal of  the  circular  which  has  been  so 
emphatically  condemned  by  shipping 
interestB.  I  would  also  draw  your  Lord- 
ships* attention  to  the  extraordinary 
action  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  issuing 
this  circular  without  having  first  asked 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown. 

Lord  WOLVERTON:  My  Lords, 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  not  been  un- 
mindful of  this  important  matter,  and  on 
the  advice  of  the  law  officers  decided  to 
take  steps  to  obtain,  by  proceedings  to 
which  the  Board  of  Trade  would  be  a 
party,  an  authoritative  decision  on  the 
validity  of  the  Loading-Port  Clause  re- 
ferred to  in  tiie  circular  instructions  of 
the  Board.  After  careful  consideration, 
they  decided  that  a  friendly  test  case 
would  be  the  best  course,  and,  with  that 
object  in  view,  they  invited  representa- 
tives of  the  ShipjMug  Federation  to  attend 
a  conference.  The  Board  of  Trade  are 
perfectly  aware  of  the  decisions  quoted 
by  fbe  noble  Lord,  but,  having  regard 
to  ^e  great  importance  of  the  matter, 
desired  a  decision  of  the  Hi^  Court. 
The  Shipping  Federation  have,  however, 
recently  notified  the  Board  that  the  clause 
in  qnewtion  has  been  altered,  and  the 
clanse  as  altraed  is  under  the  consideration 
of  tike  Board. 

Hoaae  adjoamed  at  twenty-five 
minatn  pait  Seven  o'clock, 
till  T*-morxow,  biilf -put  Ton 
o'clock. 


Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  First  Beading  thraeof,  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  been  complied  witii,  vis.  :— 
Gokey  Hatch  Oas  Bill ;  London,  TUbnxy, 
and  Soathend  Railway  Bill;  Bidonaiw- 
worth  and  Uzbridge  Valley  Water  BiD. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  seoond 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  61 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upcm  the  Table 
Report  fr<Hn  one  of  the  Bxaminers  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  tiie 
case  fA.  the  following  Bill,  ideired  on  the 
^lat  Reading  thereof,  StandiI^;  Order 
No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz.  :— 
Chippenham  Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

East  London  and  Lower  Thames 
Electric  Power  Bill;  North  and  South 
Woolwich  Electric  Railway  Bill.  Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Dumbarton  Tramwayi  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill.  Considered;  to  be  read  the 
third  time^np<m  M<mday  next. 


PETITIONS. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Thundap,  llth  FAntary,  1904. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  02 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report^from^one^of  ^thej^EzaminersSoi 

Lord  Muakeny, 


UGENGBS  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  law: 
from  Bulwell;  Frome;  Bradford  (two); 
Swansea  (three) ;  Earlestown ;  Padgate ; 
Qolborne;    Haydock;    Wigan;   Isle  of 
Wight;  Newport;  Aditon  in  Makerfietd 
(two);    Dawlish;     Exeter;  Leicester 
Wigston;    Chester;   Manchester  (six) 
Osmotherley ;   HOTehampstead ;  StocJE 
port;  Cypfal;  Oakengates;  Llandudno 
Maenan ;  Llanddeimolen ;  Heckmondwifce 
CTlayton  W*;st;   Llangyndeyme ;  Bryn 
Sonthport     (seven) ;  Skelmanthorpe 
Lowton  and  Newton ;  Fowlmere ;  Not 
tingham  (three);  Ilfracombe;  Fishtoft 
Anglesey;  Llaudeosant;  Llanfaimeubwll 
Vafiey;  Oaerwen;  Cemaes  Bay;  Dwy- 
ran;  Brixton;  Llangwyllog;  Holyhead; 
Beaumauris;     Cardiff    (five);  Ilkley; 
Rusholme ;     Earlestown ;    Warrington ; 
St.  Just  in  Penwith;  Olossop;  Salford; 
South  Ferriby;  Ashby  (two);  Doning- 
ton  Barracks;  West  Felton;  Fairfield; 
Ilkeston;  Colne;  Dewsbury;  Durham; 
Jarrow;  BirksHorley;  Boldon  Colliery ; 
Rogerstone;  Liverpool;  Keswick;  and 
Nebon  (three) ;  to  he  Apon  dieiTsble. 
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POOR  PBIB0NEB8'  DEFBNCB  ACT,  IMS. 

Copy  pzeaeuted,  of  Draft  of  Rales 
propoaed  to  be  made  by  the  Attomey- 
-Qeneral,  with  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
ObanoeUor  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  in  porBoanoe  of 
Seotion  2  of  The  Poor  Prisoners*  Defence 
-Act,  190S  [by  Act];  to  lie  apon  the 
TaUe. 

PENAL  SERVrrCDE  ACTS  (CON- 
DITIONAL UCBNCE). 

Oo^  presented,  of  a  Licence  to  be  at 
lai^,  granted  to  Florence  Elizabeth 
Maybri^,  to  which  is  annexed  a  con- 
■dition  o^bax  than  those  oontainad  in 
Schedule  A  The  Penal  Serritude  Act, 
1864  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  tiw  Table. 

TRANSVAAL. 

Copy  preaented,  of  Reports  of  the 
Truurau  Labour  Oommiiwion  [by  Com- 
mand]; to  lie  npon  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL. 

Copy  peeented,  of  Reports  of  the 
TransrafJ  Labour  Oommisuon,  Minates 
•of  Piooeedings,  and  Kvidenoe  [by 
Dkand];  to  He  npon  the  Table. 

AFRICA  (No.  1,  1904). 

Copy  inesented,  of  CotzespondeDoe  and 
Report  bom  His  Biajes^  s  Consnl  at 
Soma  respecting  the  Administntion  of 
the  Independent  State  of  the  Congo  [by 
Oommand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (SUPPLBUENTART  E8TIHATE, 
1903-4). 

Bstamate  presented,  of  the  Further 
Amount  that  will  be  required  during  the 
year  ending  31st  Har(^,  1904,  to  meet 
the  Expen&ture  in  excess  of  that  pro- 
vided for  in  the  original  Army  Estimates 
i<a  ihe  yeiCr,  for  the  Pay,  Transport, 
Sap|rfie8,-eto.,  of  the  Army  [by  Command] ; 
to  he  iqM>n  tjie  TaUe,  and  to  be  printed. 
l£No,  47.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Portagawe  Tariff  Bill  and  Lancashire 
Cotton  Trade. 

Ub.  WHITE  RIDLEY  (Staly- 
bridge):  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  Tariff  Bill  now  being 
introduced  by  the  Qovemment  of  Por- 
tugal, which  proposes  Uu^ly  to  increase 
the  import  duties  on  cottcm  ^cid  mezoerised 
goods ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  im* 
portanoe  ci  tMs  question  to  Lancashire 
exporters,  the  British  Government  have 
any  means,  by  commeroial  treaty  or 
otherwise,  of  bringbg  pressure  to  bear 
on  the  Portuguese  Government  with  a 
view  of  modifying  the  proposed  tariff. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Oerald  Btdfmt.)  My 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
Portuguese  Tarifi  Bill  referred  to  by  my 
hon.  £nend.  At  present  no  commercial 
treaty  exists  between  this  country  and 
Portugal,  bat  the  matter  has  been  the 
subject  of  representations  to  the 
Portuguese  Government.' 


Oonfarence  in  Egypt  on  Cotton  and  Boorse 
ChunUing. 

Mb.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Presidcakt  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  conference  consisting  of  the  representa- 
tives of  seventeen  Governments  assembled 
in  Egypt  to  consider  cotton  and  Bourse 
gambling  in  that  country ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  say  whether  he  can  arrange  that 
reports  of  the  proceedings  will  be  furnished 
to  tike  House. 


{Afiawered  hy  Mr.  Oerald  Balfour.)  I 
am  aware  that  the  organisation  of  the 
Egyptian  courts  (whidk  is  reconsidered 
OBoe  in  five  years)  is  under  discnssicm  by 
a  mixed  Commission,  and  that  one  of  tiie 
subjects  pressed  for  consideration  by 
the  Commission  was  legislation  on  futures. 
When  the  Commission  has  concluded  its 
deliberatitms,  His  Majesty's  Government 
will  ascertain  from  the  Ehedivial 
Government  how  far  any  portion  of  its 
Report  referring  to  this  snbject  cui  be 
published.  i 
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Futon  and  Option  Chunbling  In  Ouui<U- 

Mb.  field  :  To  aak  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware 
that  l^e  Criminal  Code  of  1892  of  Canada 
imposed  five  years  impriBonm^t  and 
500  dollars  fine  on  persons  making  bar- 
gains in  fictitious  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise in  Canada  or  elsewhere  with 
the  intent  to  make  gain  or  profit  by  the 
rise  or  fall  in  prices,  and  tikat  this  Act 
received  the  assent  of  the  Governor- 
General  in  1892,  while  the  despatch  leav- 
ing the  code  to  its  operation  was  dated 
March,  1908,  and  was  signed  by  Lord 
Ripon  ;  and  whether  he  can  explain  the 
omission  regarding  this  legidation  from 
the  Blue-book  recently  issued  on  the 
subject  of  future  and  option  gambling. 


(Aimoered  by  Mr. [€ferald Balfour.)  The 
Blue-book  includes  on  page  10  the  full 
text  of  the  Blinute  ta  the  Canadian 
Privy  Council,  furnished  in  rephr  to  the 
despatch  addressed  to  the  dmadian 
Government  at  the  instance  of  the  hon. 
Member,  as  to  the  nature  and  effect  of 
any  legislation  in  force  in  Canada  pro- 
hibiting or  restricting  gambling  in  option 
and  future  contraots  as  regards  food- 
stuffs. I  can  only  assume  that  the 
brevity  of  the  reference  to  Sections  201 
ard  202  of  the  Criminal  Code  arises  from 
the  fact  that,  as  stated  in  the  Minute,  no 
prosecutions  have  ever  been  instituted 
under  these  sections. 

mpozt  Duty  collected  on  Wheat,  etc.. 
from  British  India- 

CAPTAIN  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire): 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchequer 
whether  he  will  state  approximatety  the 
amount  of  com  duties  coUected  on  wheat, 
ric^  and  other  grain  from  British  India 
during  the  period  while  the  recent 
registration  charge  of  Is.  per  quarter  was 
in  force. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Avsten  Chamberlain.) 
The  approximate  amount  of  duty  paid 
on  com  and  grain  imported  from  British 
India  during  the  time  the  com  and  grain 
duties  were  in  force  was  £201,000.  Of 
this  amount  £128^000  was  paid  on 
account  of  wheat,  £52,000  (m  aoconnt  of 
rice,  i^OOO  on  other  grain,  and  £1.000 
on  farinaceous  sabstanoes. 
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Lsunsn  la  the  Qagk.  Post  Ofloa 
Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O^RQEN  (Cork):  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  why  mak 
telegraph  learners  in  the  Cork  Ofi[oe,who 
have  reoentiy  qualified,  are  still  on  half- 
pay,  and  are  compelled  to  perform  two 
hours  work  per  day  in  the  sorting  (*oo 
without  remuneration,  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  learning  tiidi  dnties. 


by  tord  SkmUy,)  I  am 
making  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  I  will 
oommunioate  the  result  to  the  hon. 
Member. 


toBnaisccnhr 


Gontxmett  fbr  Oo&l  8u] 
Post 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (Wexford, 
N.):  To  ask  tbe  Postmaster-General  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
matter  of  the  oontracts  for  the  supply  of 
coal  to  the  Ennisoorthy  Post  Office;  and 
if  he  will  call  for  the  correspondence 
which  has  passed  in  the  case  between 
M^rs.  Donohoe,  Limited,  and  the  postal 
authorities. 

{Antunred  hy  Lord  Stanleji.)  Hy  atten- 
tion has  not  been  called  to  the  qnestaOD 
of  the  supply  of  coal  toEnniscorthy  Post 
Office,  but  I  will  make  inquiry  on  the 
subject  and  communicate  the  result  t» 
the  hon.  Member. 

Oaniace  ofHaUabetwemUmaiekaiA 
Tnlee. 

ME.O'SHAUGHNESSY(Limerick,W.): 
To  ask  the  Postaiaster-General  if  he  will 
state  why  the  mails  are  not  now  carried 
by  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way Company  between  Limeriok  and 
Tralee. 

{Aimoered  by  Lord  Stanley. )  The  Limerick 
uid  Tralee  Railway  is  used  for  some  of 
the  mails  for  the  district  it  serves ;  bat 
the  remainder  are  now  sent  byroad  because 
the  railway  company  refosral,  some  time 
af^,  to  c<mtintte  to  run  teains  at  hours 
suitable  ioc  them  except  for  a  payment 
far  beyond  what  would  be  justified  fbr 
the  service. 

Betting  Legislathnu 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshiie, 
E.):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  H<nne 
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consider  the  advisability  of  inteodooing 
a  Bill  in  the  pnsent  seasioii  to  deal  with 
betting. 


by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Ihuglas.)  I  can  only  say  that  the  Gorern- 
ment  have  not  found  it  possible  to  include 
this  subject  in  their  programme  of 
legislation  for  the  present  session.  At 
the  same  time,  if  a  Bill  dealing  with  street 
betting  on  the  lines  of  the  provisions 
reoentfy  obtained  by  several  local 
anUKiritieB  in  their  ^vate  Acts  were 
introduced  by  anyhon. Member, itwould, 
I  think,  deserve  the  favourable  considera- 
tion of  Parliament. 

Becord  of  Cancer  Oases  in  India- 
Ub.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Government  of  India  have 
yet  arranged  to  have  oases  of  cancer 
recorded  separately  in  dispensary  and 
hospital  returns. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secrekay  ^vdriek.) 
The*  revised  returns  provide  a  separate 
column  for  cancer  cases,  but  I  cannot  say 
if  they  have  actually  been  brought  into 
operation.  The  Government  oi  India 
have  the  matter  in  hand. 

Practical  Cookery  Instmction  in  Irish 
National  Schools- 

Ub.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath,  N.)':  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  managers  of  a  number  of  national 
schools  in  Ireland  have  provided  cooking 
stoves  and  other  appliances  to  give  effect 
to  pri^amme  for  instruction  for 
cookery,  partioalarly  those  for  girls  in  the 
higher  standsoxb,  prescribed  by  l^e  Com- 
missioners of  National  Eiducation  in 
Ireland  for  the  present  financial  year; 
that  in  the  notes  to  teachers  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  in  November,  1902,  it 
was  intimated  that  instruction  by  practice 
in  the  simple  forms  of  food  preparation 
would  be  continued  for  some  years ;  and, 
whether,  seeing  that  the  CommissioneEB 
have  eliminated  from  Ukur  ^granune 
for  the  coming  year  practical  instenotion 
for  cookery,  particularly  in  the  higher 
standards,  except  for  convent  schools, 
and  in  view  of  the  expense  that  has  been 
incurred,  theCtmmiissioners  will  apply  the 
new  programme  for  oookray  in  fifth  and 
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hi^ier  standards  to  all  rural  schools  so 
equipped  where  the  manager  applies  for 
same,  on  the  ground  that  the  arrange- 
ments for  instmotion  in  cookery  by 
itinerant  instructoTB  are  insufficient. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  fFyndham.)  I 
am  informed  by  the  Board  of  National 
Education  that  provision  for  in- 
stmotion in  d(nnestic  economy  in 
national  schools  is  at  present  the  subject 
of  oommunioati<m  between  the  Board 
and  the  Department  of  Agriooltore  and 
Technical  Instruction.  It  is  not  practic- 
able, therefore,  at  present  to  add  any- 
thing to  the  stotement  made  in  the  intro- 
duction to  the  new  programme.  Cases,, 
however,  like  that  referred  to  in  the 
Question  will  have  the  fullest  oonsidera- 
tion. 

Audit'  of  Belfiurt;  Oonntyl  Borough 
Accounts. 

fliB.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  tbe  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whetber  he  can  explain  why,  in 
the  reports  made  by  the  Local  Ctovern- 
ment  Board  auditor  on  the  Corporation 
accounts  of  the  Belfast  County  Borough 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1903,  no 
reference  has  been  made  by  the  auditor 
to  a  series  of  complaints  made  to  him; 
and  will  he  give  facilities  to  have  an 
audit  made  by  a  competent  firm  of  audit- 
ing accountants  who  would  accept  the 
responsibility  of  auditors. 


by  Mr.  Wyndham).  The 
auditOT  referred,  in  his  report,  to  the 
representations  made  to  him  in  respect  to 
the  question  of  rent  to  be  paid  by  several 
trading  undertakings  and  the  excessive 
allowance  for  deputation  expenses .  Most 
of  the  objections  were  in  the  nature  [oi 
criticism  of  the  administration  by  tiie 
council  of  matters  which  were  within  its 
discretion  aod  in  which  the  auditor  has 
authority  to  intervene.   The  Board 


no 


has  perfect  confidence  in  the  auditor  and 
is  satisfied  there  ace  no  grounds  for  super- 
seding him  as  suggested. 

Dublin  Metropolitan  PoUce— Eetontion 
on  AfittTe  Ust  of  Sopsrintendanti 
Narrisey  and  Dempsey- 

Me.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieut^t^ 
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lie  viU  state  why  Saperintendents  Nar- 
lisey  and  Dempsey  ol  tlie  DtiUin  Heizo* 
politan  Folioe  are  letamed  on  tlie  active 
list,  they  being  elifpble  for  letirement  <m 
pennon. 

{Aiumred  Mr.  Wyn^iom.)  There  is 
no  fixed  period  foi  the  letiiement  on 
pension  ol  membeis  of  Ihe  Dublin  Metro- 
politan Polioe.  They  an  pennitted  to 
xemain  in  the  aerrice  so  long  as  tiiey  dis- 
charge tiieir  pubtic  dut^  witii  ^oieibBy 
and  to  1^  satic^Faotion  of  their  snperior 
officers. 

Srectlon  of  Technical  Schools  In  Ireland. 

Mn.  FIELD :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  iJie  Lord-Lieutenant  oi  Ireland 

whether  he  is  prepared  to  state  what  the 
Government  intend  doing  with  respect  to 
the  provisions  of  a  building  fund  for  the 
erection  of  suitable  technical  schools  in 
Ireland;  and  whether  it  is  intended  to 
continue  the  equivalent  grant  upon  the 
original  terms,  as  understood  by  1^  local 
authorities  who  levied  a  rate,  to  aid  in 
supporting  technical  sdiools  witiiin  their 
Tsteabte  area. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  IWyndham.)  I  dis- 
cnaaed  these  matters  with  the  deputation 
lAiat  waited  on  me  in  Dublin  on  the  19^ 
January,  and  have  no  further  statement 
to  make  at  present. 

Besolutlona  of  Asylum  Oommittees. 

BiB.  FIELD :  To  ask  the  Ctuef  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Iaentenant  of  Ireland 
wluther  he  has  received  a  copy  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Conference  of  Aeytum 
Committees  at  a  meeting  held  in  Rich- 
mond Asylum  on  the  25th  and  26th 
November  last ;  uid,  if  so,  will  he  state 
whether  he  proposes  to  deal  with  the 
points  raised. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The  re- 
solutions propose  (1)  an  increase  of  the 
present  capitation  grant  erf  4b.  per  week 
in  respect  of  the  maintenance  of  each 
pauper  lunatic ;  (2)  an  extensira  of  the 
period  for,  and  altentiim  <A  the  conditions 
upon,  which  loans  are  made  for  asylum 
purposes;  (3)  the  establishment  of  a 
central  laboratory  in  connection  with 
asylums ;  (4)  the  introduction  of  a  system 
of  boardingKmt  of  peisons  Ol  unsound 


mind ;  (5)  the  assimilatitm  of  the  ot^ta' 
tion  grant  payable  in  the  case  of  patients 
maintained  in  auxiliary  asylums  eeUb* 
lished  under  Section  76  (1)  of  the  Loosl 
Government  Act,  1898,  to  that  payaUe 
for  patients  in  distriot  asylums.  In  respect 
to  (1),  the  amount  <rf  the  grant  in  Ireland 
is  the  same  as  that  payable  in  BngUad 
and  Scotland,  and  a  proposal  to  incietn 
it  could  only  be  oonsulered  in  its  a^bn- 
tion  to  tiw  United  Eingdnn  as  a  whde. 
Leg^slaticm  would  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  at  (2),  (4), 
and  (5),  and  I  am  unable  to  nndertalro  that 
such  will  be  introduced  during  the  present 
session.  There  an  no  funds  available  tt 
present  for  the  establishment  of  a  oentnl 
laboratory  <3). 

Haiiac  Works  in  OounaoiMa. 

Mb.  0*MALLBY  (Galway,  Connenisra): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid- 
Lieutenant  of  Irehmd  if  he  will  exptw 
why  the  Marine  Works  Act  of  last  year  is 
not  put  into  operation  in  Cramemars;  if 
he  will  state  when  the  proposed  woHu 
under  the  Act  for  Cleggan,  Clifden,  and 
Rouodstone,  in  C<»memara,  are  likely  to 
commence ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  tlie 
approach  ol  the  fishing  season  in  then 
districts,  steps  will  be  taken  to  execute 
the  propoeed  works  at  the  earliest  day. 

(Ansvjered  by  Mr.  Wyndham,)  With 
respect  to  the  proposed  works  at  Gl^^ 
and  Ronndstone  the  Government  has  not 
yet  received  from  the  County  Council  the 
memorial  and  iesolnti<m  prescribed  under 
the  Act.  Forms  for  tlus  purpose  wen 
communicated  to  the  coumnl  eariy  in 
August  last,  ^th  regard  to  CmdeD 
negotiatitms  are  still  in  progress. 

Omstnictioii  of  lOlitaiy 

LiECT.-CoLOKiiL  TUFNELL  (Esaex. 
S.E.) :  To  ask  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
fcnr  War  whether  the  map  made  o{ 
the  country  north  of  Ladysmitfa  on  i 
scale  of  four  milee  to  an  inch  in  1896  ha* 
been  continued  southwards  as  reooa- 
mi^nded  by  the  Director  of  MilitaiT 
IntelHgcnce ;  and  whetiier,  in  view  of  the 
want  ol  funds  for  the  prcvisioo  of  map 
for  military  purposes  during  the  late  var, 
any  additional  funds  are  now  available 
to  enable  the  Intelligence  Department  te 
perform  thi^r  ^u|ig^^y^gi^y. 
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{Answertd  bj/  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Former,)  ArnuL^ments  aie  now  in  pio> 
gresa  Ua  snrTeying  the  whole  of  British 
teititoiy  south  of  the  Zunbeei  on  a  aoale 
snitable  ^ot  militaiy  poiposes  provided 
the  oo-operati<Mk  all  the  Colcmial 
Governments  can  be  secored.  The  whole 
qaestion  of  increasing  facilities  foi  map 
preparation  by  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment is  DOW  leoeiTing  oatefnl  considera- 
titm. 

C(HUitmction  ot  Baiiway  Embankment 
between  Chiromo  and  Blantyre- 

Hb.  WEIR:  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs 
whether  he  is  aware  that  la^  qaan- 
tity  of  the  material  used  in  the 
oonstrootion  of  the  embankment  of 
the  railway  between  Chiromo  and  Blan- 
tyre  was  taken  fnon  l^e  banks  of  the 
Shir^  river,  and  that,  owmg  to  the 
nature  of  the  material  many  mUes  of  the 
embankment  were  washed  away  durii^ 
the  wet  season ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state 
if  the  constmction  of  the  railway  is  under 
contract ;  and  if  so,  at  how  much  per 
mile. 

{Answered  by  Earl  Percy.)  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  facts  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  conditions  under  which 
the  railway  in  qne8ti<Hi  is  being  con- 
structed were  ezfUied  in  A&ioa  No.  9 
of  1903  (p.  3). 

Chinese  Oovemment  and  the  Transvaal 
Labour  Ordinance.- 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
him  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  Chinese 
Government  on  the  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  introduction  of 
indentured  Chinese  labour  into  the  Trans- 
vaal, which,  in  the  despatch  of  16th 
January,  he  stated  His  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment considered  to  be  necessary  before 
suctioning  the  Ordinance. 

{Answered  by  Earl  Percy.)  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  in  commxmication  with 
the  Chinese  Minister  in  London  on  the 
subject. 


QUS8TI0N8  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

War  Oflee  Intelligence  Department- 

Dr.  HACNAMARA  (Gamberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  recognition,  if  any,  has  been 
accorded  to  Sir  John  Ardi^h,  Major 
Altham,  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
Intelligence  IHvision,  for  the  preparation 
during  the  years  1896-1899  of  memoranda,, 
and  the  summarisation  of  these  memo- 
randa in  tiie  Handbook  of  MiUtary  Notes 
in  June,  1899,  of  information  which^ 
according  to  the  Report  of  the  Boyal 
Commissitm  on  the  War  m  South  Africa, 
gave  a  oorrect  impiessifm  of  the  numerical 
stxengtAi,  annament,  and  plans  of  the 
Boers. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fok 
WAR  (Mr.  Abnold-Fobstbb,  Belfast^ 
W.) :  It  is  not  customary  to  reward 
officers  for  faithful  performance  of  the 
ordinary  duties  which  appertain  to  their 
respective  offices;  and  the  preparation 
of  the  information  alluded  to  forms  part 
of  the  ordinary  office  work  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Department.  Sir  John  Ardagh 
was  made  a  K.C.M.G.  after  his  retire- 
ment in  1902,  and  Colonel  Altham 
has  been  promoted  to  a  snbstantive 
coloneloy. 

South  AAican  Beservlsts— Bifle-si^ts- 
Db.  BfACNAMARA :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  iat  War  if  he  oan 
explain  how  it  was  that  every  Lee- 
Eiffield  rifle  placed  in  the  hands  of  each 
of  the  25,000  Reservists  who  were  sent 
to  Sonth  Africa  in  the  winter  of  1899- 
was  so  sighted  that  the  rifle  shot  eighteen 
inches  to  the  right  at  500  yards ;  and 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  an  error. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  As  regards 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  will  the 
hon.  Member  kindly  refer  to  the  ample 
information  given  on  this  subject  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary, 
during  the  debate  on  the  Quem's  Speech 
of  1st  February,  1900.t  I  may,  however, 
point  out  that  th.e  error  of  the  position 
of  the  sight  was  only  of  an  inch. 
As  regards  future  action  a  more  stringent 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  lixviii,  340.,^,, |^ 
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system  of  inspectioD  of  the  sighting  of 
rifles  has  been  adopted  so  as  to  guard 
-against  a  zecniraiGe  of  ^is  emv. 

Hilitarr  Armaments.  Stores,  etc-— 
Precantions  acainst  DeficiMU^. 

Db.  UACNAUARA  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
^ecietary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can  ez- 
I^ain  why,  at  tiie  oathteak  of  the  Boec 
War,  there  was  the  deficiency  in  arma- 
ments, reserves  of  guns,  ammunition, 
stores,  and  clothing,  and  in  regard  to  the 
power  ci  ontpnt  of  material  of  war  in 
emergency,  described  in  Sir  Henry  Brack- 
enbury's  Minute  of  16th  December,  1899, 
■and  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  ren- 
der this  state  of  a&aoB  impossible  in  the 
future. 

BIB.ARITOLD-FORSTER:  I  am  afraid 
that  it  is  not  possible  within  the  limits  of 
a  reply  to  a  Question  to  give  an  answer 
to  l^e  first  part  of  this  Question,  but  if 
the  hoD.  Member  will  kindly  refer  to  Fara- 
gra^  66  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Oommission  he  will  find  cousiderable  in- 
formation on  the  subject.   As  regards 
the  second  part  of  the  Question,  the  pro- 
vision of  the  guns,  stores,  clothing,  etc., 
recommended  by  the  Mowatt  Committee 
is  being  carried  out;  and  will  prac- 
tically be  completed  by  the  middle  of 
1904.    To  guard  against  a  recurrence  of 
defiriencies  of  stores  it  has  been  decided  j 
that  the  reserves  shall  be  permanently  [ 
maintained,  and  that  uiy  guns,  ammuni- 
ti(m,  stores,  or  clothing  withdrawn  for  aer-  j 
vice  shall  be  imme^tely  and  antomati- 1 
oally  replaced. 

I 

Oalway  Harbour  —  Naval  Visits- 
Mb.CHARIiESDBVUN  (Oalway):  I 
"beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  j 

whether  he  can  state  the  number  of  His 
Majesty's  cruisers  visiting  Galway 
Harbour  during  the  past  twelve  months ; 
and  whether  the  harbour  was  visited 
during  the  year  by  foreign  cmiseis. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pbetyman,  Sufiolk, : 
Woodbridge):  His  Majesty's  cruisers 
"Good  Hope,"  "Drake,"  "Hogue," 
"  Sutlej,"  and  four  destroyers 
were  at  Galway  on  30th  July,  1903, 
during  His  Majesty's  visit  to  Ireland ; 
and  His  Majesty's  cruiser  "  Hawke " 
visited  Oalway  in  May,  1903.  H.M. 


Gunboat  "  Skipjadc  **  also  visited  Oran- 
more,  near  Oidway,  in  December,  1903. 
The  only  foreign  war  vessel  that  has  been 
repOTted  as  visiting  Galway  since  the  1st 
January,  1903,  is  the  French  first  class 
protected  cruiser  "  Guichen,"  which  was 
sent  to  search  for  the  missing  French 
truisport  "La  Vieime"  on  we  West 
Coast  of  Ireland.  She  put  in  at  Galway 
on  tiie  23rd  January  last,  and  left  that 
port  on  the  26tli  of  the  same  montli. 

Mb.  CHARLES  DEVLIN :  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  Admiralty  consider 
this  harbour  perfectly  safe  ? 


[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Proposed  Ooaling  Station  in  Soutit  Wales. 

Mr.  OSMOND  WILLIAMS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admirall^  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  accepting  the  offer  of  a  port  in  South 
Wales  as  a  Government  coaling  station 
and  store  dep6t,  which  port  lies  within 
some  nine  or  ten  miles  of  a  number  of 
collieries  upon  the  Admiralty  list,  and 
was  offered  at  a  rate  which  would 
practically  render  it  seU-supportang,  and 
at  which  arrangemmts  could  be  made 
for  the  storage  of  300,000  to  600,000  tons 
of  smokeless  South  Wales  coal,  which 
could  be  loaded  at  all  times  without 
dislocation  of  trade  in  South  Wales  or 
the  payment  of  any  emergency  prices. 

BIb.  PRETYMAN:  It  is  not  con- 
sidered desirable  to  acoept  the  offer,  as 
no  circimiBtances,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Admiralty,  are  likely  to  arise  that  would 
render  such  a  course  necessary,  nor  is  it 
desirable  to  store  a  large  quantity  of 
coal  in  South  Wales,  as  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  coai  shipped  for  the 
naval  service  should  be  fresh  wrought. 

British  Indians  and  Transvaal  Draft 
Ordinance. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire.  B.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fox 
India  whether  the  Government  of  Tt^^i^ 
has  given  its  assent  to  Clause  34  of  the 
Transvaal  Draft  Ordinance,  by  which 
Clauses  22  to  28,  deaUng  with  the  return 
of  labourers  to  their  country  of  origin, 
shall  apply  t<bpM^lj9f^|ieglC 
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The  secretary  op  STAl'E  for 
INDIA  {Mr.BR0DRiCK,8Qrrey,  Guildford): 
The  GoTenunent  of  India  has  not  been 
fioosnlted  as  to  any  olatue  of  the  Trans- 
"vaal  Drait  Ordinance,  nor  ia  its  assent 
necessary;  but,  subject  to  the  authority 
■ol  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council,  it 
-controls  the  exportation  of  labourers  from 
India,  and  its  action  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject  in 
the  Transvaal,  as  well  as  on  other  con- 
siderations. I  may  add  tiiat  tiie  clause 
"to  which  this  Question  refers  is  intended 
to  have  only  a  temporary  effect,  pending 
the  passing  of  special  l^islation  on  the 
aubjeot  of  Indian  labour. 

fifs.  BUCHANAN :  Has  the  Secretary 
«f  State  for  India  given  lus  assent  to  these 
clanses  in  the  Transvaal  Ordinance  ? 

Hb.  BRODRICE  :  No,  Sir,  I  have  given 
no  assent  to  any  ordinance  at  present. 

Traaavaal  Labour  Ordinance— Transfer  of 
Importers'  Bights* 

Mb.  EDmND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  oE  State 
for  the  Omonies,  with  refoenoe  to  tiie 
Transvaal  Labour  Ordinanoe,  if  he  can 
explain  why  the  provision  requiring  the 
assent  of  the  labourer  to  any  assignment 
-of  the  importw's  rights  has  been  with- 
drawn ;  whether  the  effect  of  the  Ordin- 
ance as  amoided  is  that  tiie  li^ts  to  the 
services  of  the  labourer  may  M  assigned 
without  his  ctntsent;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  adc  lAe  approval  of  Parlia- 
ment to  this  port  of  tiie  {voposed  legis- 
lation. 

♦The  secretary  op  STATE  pgr 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lytieltoh,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  Under  Section 
11  of  the  Ordinance,  transfers  can  only 
be  made  with  the  sanction  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Qovemor  and  under  regulations  to 
be  made  by  him,  and  due  notice  of  trans- 
fers is  to  be  given  to  the  Superintendent 
-of  Labourers,  ilt  appears  to  me  that 
these  provisions  enable  the  Lieutenant- 
Oovemor  \  to  take  any  steps  which  oir- 
onmstanees  may  render  necessary  in 
regard  to  tiie  assent  of  the  labourer  to 
any  proposed  transfer.  I  do  not  propose 
to  9sk  the  approval  of  Piurliament  to  this 
colonial  legislation.  The  disallowance 
of  snch  legislation  is  vested  in  the  Crown 


acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  if,  after  the  discussion  on  the 
genual  question  of  the  introduction  of 
Asiatic  labour,  I  should  fed  it  my  duty 
to  advise  His  Majesty  not  to  exercise 
his  power  of  disallowance.  Parliament  will 
have  the  usual  opportunities  of  criticising 
my  action. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked 
whether  the  regulations  to  be  made  would 
contain  a  provision  requiring  the  assent 
of  the  labourer  to  his  being  transferred  ? 

*Mb.  LTTTELTON:  I  cannot  answer 
that  at  present. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  Under  the  Ordin- 
ance as  it  now  stands,  is  the  assent  of  the 
labourer  necessary  for  his  tiuisfer  to  a 
new  employer  1 

*JIb.  LTTTELTON :  I  have  answered 
that  (Question. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Would  it  be 
possible  under  the  Ordinance  ios  the 
right  of  transfer  of  these  Asiatic  labourers 
to  be  put  np  to  public  auction  ! 

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order.  The 
Ordinanoe  cannot  be  debated  on  this 
Question. 

Chinese  Labour— Regulations  for 
Beemiting. 

Mk.  BUCHANAN:  I  beg  to  ask  tiie 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  recnuting  cA  labour  in  China 
for  the  Transvaal  wiU  be  carried  on  by 
persons  responsible  to  British  authority, 
and  how,  and  by  whom,  appointed ;  and 
what  steps  will  be  taken  under  British 
authority  to  ensure  that  before  the 
labourers  leave  China  they  are  made 
fully  aware  of  t&e  wages  they  are  to  be 
paid  and  the  very  special  restrictions 
under  which  their  labour  is  to  be  per- 
formed. 

•Mb.  LTTTELTON :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  see  that  Clause  6  of  the  Ordi- 
nance (Od.  1898)  provides  that  no 
person  shall  introduce  labourers  into  the 
Truisvaal  except  undra  licence  from  the 
Lientenant-Oovenior,  and  I  am  in  com- 
munioation  with  Lord  Milner  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  proposes  to  secure, 
under  the  licensing  clause  an^e^^tip^ 
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control  in  the  matters  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  and  others,  connected  with 
the  recmiting  of  theee  labourers. 

Hk.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rasholiffe) :  Shall  we  have  the  reply  of 
Lord  Milnei  before  we  debate  the  sub- 
ject? 

*Mb.  LTTTELTON  :   I  do  not  know. 

Sir. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN :  Oan  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  furnish  us  either  with  a  sum- 
mary <A  the  debates  in  the  Legislative 
Council  or  Lord  Hilner's  reasons  for  the 
esoimous  number  of  alterations  in  the 
Ordinance  which  have  been  made  during 
Uie  past  week  befoie  the  Honse  is 
asked  to  onne  to  a  deoisim  on  the  ques- 
tion? 

•Mr.  LTTTELTON :  The  Blue-book 
contains  a  full  report  of  the  most  im- 
pwtant  stage  in  the  passing  of  the 
Ordinance. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN:  In  a  recent  Paper 
it  is  shown  that  there  are  five  pages  oi 
Amendments  telegraphed  by  Lord  Hilner, 
and  no  reason  is  given  for  any  of  these 
substantial  Amendments. 

♦Mb.  LTTTELTON:  The  earlier  stages 
are  set  forth  in  full  in  the  Blue-book  for 
the  convenienoe  and  study  of  hon. 
Members.  I  cannot  give  any  under- 
taking likat  the  reports  of  tlie  proceedings 
which  caused  theee  Amendments  shoi& 
be  placed  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
before  iAm  debate. 

Mb.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden) :  But  cannot  the  House  see  the 
reasons  for  the  alterations  which  have 
been  made  during  the  past  week  ? 

*Mb.  LTTTELTON:  No.  Sir. 

Mb.  STDNET  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar) :  I  uoderstand  that  some  of 
the  alterations  are  of  considerable 
moment.  There  must  have  been  some  des- 
patch from  Lord  Milner  to  tbe  Secretary 
of  State  explaining  the  Amendm^ts  and 
giving  the  reasons  why  they  have  been 
adopted.  I  do  not  see  how  the  House 
can  debate  the  question  effectively  until 
it  has  before  it  t^e  reasons  for  accepting 


these  Amerdments.  Can  the  right  htn. 
Gentleman  lay  on  the  Table  of  Boose 
Uke  despatch  of  Lord  Milner  dealmg  with 
the  Amendments  t 

*Mb.  LTTTELTON:  IwiUnndectab 
to  lay  before  the  House  any  Papm 
dealing  with  the  subject  whwevw  they 
come  bef<ne  me. 

Db.MACNAMARA:  Then  can  we  We 
the  debate  delayed  imtil  we  have  tiie 
full  information?  I  should  like  u 
answer  to  that  Question. 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Chinese  Gtoveraraent  and  the  Transnid 
Labour  Ordinaooe. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  (>)lonies  whit 
steps  have  been  taken  by  him  to  u- 
certun  the  views  d  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment on  the  regulations  with  regard  to 
the  proposed  introduction  of  indentured 
Chinese  labour  into  the  Transvaal,  wluoh, 
in  tiie  despatch  of  16th  January,  he  stated 
His  Majesty's  Government  orasidered  to 
be  necessary  before  sanctioning  die 
Ordinance. 

ThsUNDBR-SBCRSTABT  or  STATE 
roB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Pbbot, 
Kensington,  S.):  His  Majesty's  Govon- 
ment  are  in  communication  with  the 
Chinese  Minister  in  L(ndcm  <hi  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mb.  BUCHANAK:  May  I  ask  whether, 
in  view  of  the  statement  of  Undsr* 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affuxs  and  Ae 

promise  in  tlie  despatch  of  16th  January, 
the  House  will  not  be  asked  to  express 
its  approval  of  the  Ordinance  until  it 
leams  whether  the  Chinese  QovemmeDt 
has  given  its  assent  to  these  pfoviaicM. 
whi(^  the  Secretary  bxc  tiie  Golouiea  as- 
sorted was  cMisidezed  neoesaaiy  by  the 
Government. 

•Mb.  LTTTELTON :  I  have  dealt  fuDv 
with  these  points  in  answer  to  Questunu 
put  to  me  by  the  Leader  of  the  OppositioD 
and  other  hon.  Members.  [Cries  of "  No  "] 

Transvaal  Mines— Convict  Labour- 
Mb.     WHITLET     (Halifax) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Col  fonies  whether  he%  aware  that  at  a 
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meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines,  held  in  I    *Mb.  LYTTELTON :  No,  Sit. 
Johannesburg  on  19th  November  last,  a  ! 

letter  was  read  from  the  Transvaal Land  Settlement  in  the  TransvaaL 
Government  offering  1,000  mctte  native  i  Bfa.  JOHN  ELLIS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
convicts  for  the  mines  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  |  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will 
state  whether  this  ofitr  was  aooepted,  I  say  what  sum  has  been  spent  on  the 
what  is  the  total  number  of  ooQTiots  so  j  scheme  of  land  settlement  in  the  Trans- 
employed,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  |  vaal ;  how  many  settler^  are  in  actual 
offences  for  which  they  have  been  oon-  ;  occupation  of  holdings ;  what  is  the  total 
victed,  and  on  what  terms  aie  they  sup-  acreage  so  allocated ;  and  how  much  is  in 
plied  to  the  mines.  arable  cultivation. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  have  cabled  to  *Mr.  LYTTELTON :  The  latest  in- 
make  the  inquiry,  but  as  yet  have  re-  formation  I  possess  on  this  subject  is 
ceived  no  reply.  dated  the  30th  June  last,  and  does  not 

1  give  several  of  the  particulars  asked  for 
U&.  WHITLEY :  I  will  put  it  down  '  by  the  hon.  Member.    I  am  making 
again  forlfonday.  i  inquiry  as  to  the  present  position  and  for 

,  a  Return  as  to  these  detaib. 

Labour  Laws  in  Australia. 
BfR.    EDMUND      ROBERTSON :  '  Trinidad  Distorhancea. 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  '  Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
for  the  Oobnies,  with  reference  to  the  ;  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
iminisonment  ard  deportation  of  British  >  Colonies  whether  the  Chief  Justice  of 
workmen  landing  in  Australia  under  a  I  British  Guiana,  who  was  deputed  to 
contract  of  labour,  why  neither  the  '  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  police  on 
Governor-General  nor  the  Imperial  the  occasion  of  the  disturbances  at  Port 
Government  made  any  use  of  the  powers  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  in  connection  with 
conferred  upon  them  for  the  protection  the  Water  Ordinance,  has  yet  furnished 
of  British  interests  by  the  Commonwealth  '  his  Report ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state 
Act ;  and  whether  he  will  ^ve  an  under-  whether  it  is  proposed  to  gnntcompensa- 
taking  that  in  future  Colonial  le^lation  ,  t^on  to  the  r^atives  of  those  who  lost 
injuriously  affecting  the  inhabitants  of  1  their  tives. 
the  Unit«l  Kingdom  will  be  brought  to 

the  notice  of  Parliament  bafore  it  is  *Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  The  answer  to  the 
assented  to  by  the  representatives  of  the  firat  part  of  the  Question  is  yes ;  to  the 
Grown.  second  part,  no. 

*Mb.  LYTTELTON :  Cases  of  Britbh  Maltese  Council  Election, 

workmen  landing  in  Australia  under '  Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
contract  of  labour,  other  than  those  '  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tiie  Colonies 
specially  exempted  under  the  provisions  '  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
of  the  Austraiiui  Immigration  Act,  are  so  the  House  the  text  of  the  Bill  introduced 
few  that  His  Majesty's  Government  would  ia  the  Council  of  Malta  on  3rd  February, 
not  have  been  justified  in  refusing  to  purporting  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
sanction  an  important  measure  of  legisla-  the  election  of  members  of  the  Council; 
tion  passed  by  tha  Commonwealth  Parlia-  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  on 
ment  on  that  account.  The  measure  has  the  same  day  notice  was  given  that  a 
b  sen  in  force  for  more  than  two  years  and  new  general  election  will  shortly  be  held, 
not  a  single  case  of  any  British  workman  he  will  now  publish  the  correspondence 
having  been  finally  refused  permission  to  that  has  taken  place, 
landhasbeen  brought  to  notice.   It  would 

h2  impossible  to  give  any  general  under-  *Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  am  not  aware 
taking  of  the  nature  raferred  to.  |  that  a  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  Malta 

i  Council  of  Government  on  the  3rd  of 

Me.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Did  February  for  the  purpose  stated  in  the 
th3  Governor-Gsneral  use  his  power  of  Question.  I  do  not  consider  that  any 
sending  the  Bill  back  for  amendment  1       useful  purpose   would  be   served  by 
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publishipg  the  correspondence  in  question 
at  present,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so. 

Railway  Embankment  between  Ohiromo 
and  Bl&ntyre- 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large  quantity 
of  the  material  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  embankment  of  the  railway  between 
Chiiomo  and  Blantyre  was  taken  from  the 
banks  of  the  Shii^  river,  and  that,  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  material  many  miles  of 
the  embankment  were  washed  away  during 
the  wet  season;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  if 
the  construction  of  the  railway  is  under 
contract,  and  at  how  much  per  mile. 

Earl  PERCY :  I  am  not  aware  of  the 

facts  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member. 
The  conditions  under  which  the  railway 
in  question  is  being  constructed  were 
explained  in  Africa  No.  9  of  1903.  (p.  3.) 

Mb.  weir  :  It  was  the  case  not  many 
months  ago. 

Ship]»ing  Profits. 

Mh.  RUNCIMAN  (Dewsbury):  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  state  what  were  the  total 
amounts  of  profits  on  shipping  under- 
takings in  the  United  Kingdom  assessed 
for  income  tax  in  1899-1900, 1900-1901, 
1901-2.  and  1902-3,  respectively. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Adsten  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.):  I  am  afraid  that  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  figures 
asked  for.  No  such  classification  exists, 
and  I  am  advised  that  any  attempt  to 
compile  one  would  involve  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  that  the  results  when 
obtained  woold  not  be  accurate. 

Ma.  RUNCIMAN:  Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  classify  the  profits  of  shipping 
undertakings  in  t^e  same  way  as  is  done 
with  iron  works ! 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  No, 
Sir  I  am  advised  it  is  not  possible  to 
(separate  the  profits  on  shipping  under- 
takings from  those  of  other  undertakings 
carh^  on  by  the  same  people. 


Merdiaitdise  Haiks  Act— Fnuidvlent 
Whiskey. 

Mk.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  Huntingdonshire,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  he  ha3  received  a 
copy  oi  a  resolution  passed  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Westw  Ross  Farmers*  Club, 
urging  the  Government  to  take  measare^ 
to  stop  the  practice  of  describing  and  sol- 
ing, as  malt  whiskey,  blends  of  malt  with 
raw  grain  or  German  spirits ;  and,  if  so. 
will  he  state  what  action  it  is  proposed 
to  take  in  the  matter. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gbbald  Balvoub,  Leeds. 
Central) :  I  have  been  requested  by  my 
noble  friend  the  President  of  the  Boaid 
of  Agriculture  to  reply  to  tiiis  Question. 
I  have  not  seen  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  bat  if  a 
complaint  that  a  breach  of  the  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Acts  has  been  committed,  in 
a  spi*cific  case,  is  submitted  to  me,  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  otiade 
under  Section  2  of  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Acts,  1891, 1  will  give  it  my  careful  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  WEIR;  Shall  I  send  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
m  order  that  he  may  make  inquiries  if 
raw  grain  or  German  spirit  is  sold  aa 
malt  whiskey  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  will  give 
instructions  that  the  hon.  Member  shaU 
have  a  copy  of  the  regulations  dealing 

with  this  matter. 

Preferential  Rates  for  Foreign  Produce. 

Mr-  FIELD  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
preferential  rates  are  allowed  by  railway 
companies  to  foreign  and  colonial  im- 
porters, he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  matter,  and  report  the  result  to 
the  House  with  a  view  to  insure  equality 
of  treatment  to  all  consignors. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  reply  given 
him  to  asimilarQuestioQonthe  16th  June 
last.f  The  Board  of  Trade  are  prepared 
to  investigate  any  specific  computints 

t  See  (4)  DdMla,  cxxiii.,  1314. 
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that  the  law  is  being  infringed  as  sug- 
gested, but  they  are  still  without  evidence 
warranting  a  general  inquiry. 

Oanadiaa  Hail  Boates. 

Mb.  CHARLES  DEVLIN:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  PoBtmaBter-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Canadian 

Government  have  appointed  a  Royal 
Commission  to  deal  with  the  subject  of 
transportation ;  that  at  the  sitting  of  the 
Commission  held  in  Sydrey,  Nova  Scotia, 
during  the  third  week  of  January  last,  evi- 
dence WAS  produced  that  a  23-knot  steamer 
could  make  the  passage  from  Oalway  to 
Sydney  in  three  days  and  fourteen  hours  ; 
and  that  an  experiment  is  to  be  made  by 
means  of  a  fast  steamer  during  the  com- 
ing summer,  between  Galway  and  Sydney 
or  Halifax,  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
information  as  to  the  best  routes  for  the 
conveyance  of  His  Majesty's  mails  over 
ocean ;  and»  if  so,  will  he  state  what  con- 
tracts now  exist,  wit^  whom  and  for 
what  period  of  time,  for  the  conveyance 
of  His  Majesty^s  mails  between  Great 
Britain  and  L»land  and  Gwada. 

The  FINANCUL  SECRETARY  to 
jHE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Victob  Caven- 
dish, Derbyshire,  W.)--for  Lord  Stanley  : 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  no  infor- 
mation of  any  Commission  appointed 
by  tiie  Canadian  Gtovemment  for  the 
piupose  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers*  nor  of  any  experiments  to  be 
made  during  next  summer.  The  only 
contract  which  provides  for  a  direct  mail 
service  between  Great  Britain,  Ireland 
and  Canada  is  one  made  by  the  Canadian 
Government  with  the  Allan  Line.  He 
believes  it  has  recently  been  decided  to 
renew  that  contract  for  two  yeais  from 
Augnst,  1904. 

Avoeb  Harbour. 

Mb.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  if  he  will  stj^te  what 
sum  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland 
propose  to  provide  in  aid  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbour  at  Avoch«  Ross-shire. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I 
onderstand  that  the  Fishery  Board  have 
intimated  to  tiie  Avoch  Harbour  Trustees 


j  that  all  harbour  funds  at  their  disposal 
I  have  been  allocated,  but  that  they  are 
j  willing  to  consider  an  application  from 
{ the  Avoch  Harbour  Trustees  if  it  is 
renewed  in  April  next. 


SeottiBh  Oro  Aers'  Act,  U86. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  introducing  legislation  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  The  Crofters'  Act, 
1886,  to  small  tenants  holding  under 
lease  in  the  crofting  counties  at  the  time 
the  Act  came  into  nirce. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  am 
unable  to  make  any  promise  dl  intro- 
ducing legislation  as  suf^^ted  by  the 
hon.  Member. 


Bee  Keeping  in  Ireland- 

'  Mr.  BOLAND:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
,  Attorney-General   for  Ireland  whether 

he  is  aware  that  the  instructions  issued 

by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  with 
;  respect  to  bee-keeping  do  not  deal 
.  with  the  compulsory  destruction  of  stocks 

infected  with  the  disease  of  foul  brood; 

and,  if  so,  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
I  that  the  honey  produced  in  Ireland  during 

the  last  year,  for  which  statistics  are 
I  available  was  27  per  cent,  less  than  the 
I  preceding  year-  the  Department  will 
I  favourably  consider  further  representa- 
,  tions  with  regard  to  the  stamping  out  of 

this  disease. 


The  ATTORNEY -GENERAL  pgr 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  There  is  no  power  of  compulsory 
destruction  in  the  scheme.  The  county 
instructors  appointed  under  the  scheme 
have  not,  so  far,  experienced  any  diffi- 
culty in  inducing  owners  to  consent  to 
the  destruction  of  infected  stocks  when 
advised  that  such  a  course  is  necessary. 
The  Department  are  advised  t^tthewet 
season  of  1903  sufficiently  accounts  for 
a  reduction  in  the  yield  of  honey  in 
Ireland.  The  Department  are  prepared 
to  give  careful  consideration  to  any 
further  representations  that  may  be  made 
to  them  in  regard  to  the  disease  in 
question. 
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Cork  Winter  Aesizes— Alleged  Jury 
Packing- 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  I  bBg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney -General  for  Ireland  if  his 
attetftion  has  been  called  to  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Cork  Winter  Assizes,  in 
December  last,  when,  in  the  case  of  a 
prisoner,  Eugene  Heffeman,  charged  with 
the  murder  of  his  mother,  thirty  jurors 
were  ordered  to  stand  by  by  the  Crown 
Solicitor;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  whether 
this  action  was  taken  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Irish  law  (^cers. 

Mb.  ATKINSON :  The  Crown  Solici- 
tor, in  setting  aside  twenty-nine,  not 
thirty,  jurors  in  this  case,  acted  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  directions  contained 
in  the  Circular  addressed  to  Crown 
Solicitors  dealing  with  such  matters,  to 
which  I  have  frequently  referred.  He 
was  influenced  in  his  action  by  reliable 
information  which  he  had  received  from 
a  respectable  juror  and  from  the  police, 
that  an  effort  would  be  made  by  the 
relatives  of  the  accused  through  their 
extensive  trade  connections  in  the  City 
of  Cork  to  influence  the  jurors  in  the 
prisoner's  favour. 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  At- 
torney-Greneral  for  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  at  the  recent  Cork  Winter 
Assizas,  December,  1903,  in  connection 
with  the  trial  of  Connor  O'Gorman  on  the 
charge  of  fratricide,  nineteen  jurors  were 
ordered  to  stand  by ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  can  state  what  reasons,  if  any,  were 
given  by  the  Crown  Solicitor  for  object- 
ing to  these  men  serving  on  the  jury,  and 
also,  how  many  of  ti^e  nineteen  were 
Koman  Catholics. 

Mb.  ATKINSON :  The  Crown  Solici- 
tor set  aside  these  jurors  because  he  had 

reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that,  if 
sworn,  they  would  not  give  an  impartial 
verdict.  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  religious  belief  of  the 
jurors  set  aside. 

Mb.  FLYNN :    Am  I  to  understand 

from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  these 
proceedings  have  the  approval  of  himself 
and  the  law  officers  ci  the  Crown  ? 

Mb.  ATKINSON  :  Certainly. 


Mb.  FLYNN  :  And  are  we  to  under- 
stand that  these  jurors  in  this  particular 
case  were  not  to  be  believed,  that  they 
were  perjurers  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  No,  Sir.  you  are 
to  understand  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Smerwlck  Fishing  Industry. 

Mr.  THOMAS  0*DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  fishermen  of  Smerwiok, 
county  Kerry,  with  regard  to  better  pier 
accommodation. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  has  already 
expressed  its  willingness  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  this  proposed  work,  if 
undertaken  by  the  county  council.  That 
ofler  still  holds  good.  There  are  no  funds 
available  from  other  sources  for  meeting 
the  cost  of  the  work. 

Irish  Magistrates  and  the  Irish  Language. 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
explain  under  what  authority  Mr.  Thomas 
McDonogh  Mahony,  Cahirciveen,  county 
Kerry,  has  been  ordered  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  not  to  act  as  mamstrate 
because  he  has  signed  warrants  in  Irish. 

Mb.  ATKINSON :  At  my  right  hon. 
friend's  request  I  will  reply  to  this  Ques- 
tion. The  Lord  Chancellor  ordered  Mr. 
Thomas  McDonogh  not  to  act  as  a  justice 
because  he,  in  violation  of  the  express 
provisions  of  a  statute  to  which  his  atten- 
tion had  been  called,  persisted  in  signing 
warrants  in  Irish  characteis,  and  refused 
to  give  any  undertaking  to  desist  from 
the  practice,  if  permitted  to  continue  to 
act  as  a  magistrate. 

Mb.  BOLAND:  What  ia  the  particular 
provision  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  It  is  in  Act  22. 
Geo.  2,  Chap.  6,  and  it  provides  that  all 
the  business  of  the  Courts  in  Ireland 
must  be  conducted  in  the  English 
language.  ^  . 
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BIr.  BOLAND:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  that 
Act,  or  favourably  consider  one  if  broi^ht 
in  from  these  Benches  ? 

No  answer  was  audible. 

Irish  Bead  Oonstractlen  Sorchargfls. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
several  county  and  district  councils  in 
Ireland  have  been  surcharged  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  because  of  the 
construction  and  repair  of  roads  on  a 
width  of  lees  than  sixteen  feet,  although, 
in  reply  to  queries  addressed  tiiem,  ^e 
Board  have  stated  that  the  law  is  not 
clear  on  the  matter ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  existing 
on  this  point,  and  the  fear  of  surcharge, 
many  councils  are  prevented  from  repair- 
ing old  roads  on  the  existing  width,  and 
in  view  of  the  hardship  imposed  on 
communities  residing  in  backward  dis- 
tricts, steps  will  be  taken  to  have  it 
repealed. 

Ur.  WTNDHAM  :  It  is  undoubtedly 
contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  the 
65th  Section  of  the  Grand  Jury  Act,  and, 
therefore,  illegal  to  construct  any  new 
road  of  a  width  less  than  sixteen  feet, 
and  any  change  in  the  law  in  that  respect 
would  be  most  objectionable.  But  there 
is  nothing  illegal  in  the  repairing  of  an 
old  road  of  less  width  than  sixteen  feet, 
provided  it  be  a  public  road.  Whether 
a  road  is  a  public  road  or  not  is  a  mixed 
question  of  law  and  fact  depending  on 
many  circumstances.  If  any  county  or 
district  councils  feel  aggrieved  by  the 
decision  of  an  auditor  they  can  appeal 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  who 
are  empowered  to  remit  the  surcharge 
on  equitable  grounds. 

Queen's  Oollege,  Bdfiist. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy  <^  the 
letter  written  by  the  President  of  Uni- 
versity College,  Dublin,  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  on  11th  January  last,  with 
reference  to  the  claim  of  the  Belfast 
Queen's  College  for  additional  endow- 
ment. 


Hr.  WYNDHAM:  This  letter  was 
published  in  the  Press,  and  it  will  be  laid 
on  the  Table,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Council  and 
Corporate  Body  of  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  on  the  4th  December,  on  the 
same  subject,  which  were  also  published 
and  are  referred  to  in  the  letter  from  the 
Preadent  of  University  CoU^e. 

HUitaiy  Diitnrbances  at  Limerick. 
Mr.  JOTOE  (Limerick):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
malicious  injury  claims  amounting  to 
£34  are  being  made  against  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Limerick  for  the  breaking  of  plate 
glass  windows  in  that  city  by  soldiers 
belonging  to  the  Liverpool  Regiment; 
and,  whether,  seeing  that  a  number  of 
these  soldiers  were  caught  in  the  act,  and 
in  view  of  the  burden  inflicted  on  un- 
offending citizens  in  having  to  pay  for 
this  destruction,  he  will  propose  such 
Amendment  of  The  Local  Government 
Act,  1898,  as  will  enable  these  sums  to 
be  levied  on  the  property  or  pay  of  the 
ofFenders. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  matter  referred  to. 
Up  to  the  present  the  sum  claimed 
in  respect  of  injury  shown  to  have  been 
caused  by  soldiers  is  £24,  not  £34. 
Soldiers,  ^e  ot^er  persons  who  commit 
such  injury,  are  responsible  civilly  to  the 
owner  for  the  amount  of  damage  done. 
There  is  no  special  exemption  in  their 
case. 

Boyal  Irish  Constabulary— Sergeant 
Williamson's  TnaL 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary  courts 
of  inquiry  are  not  open  to  the  Press,  and 
that  the  laapector-General  published  in  a 
Dublin  paper  a  version  of  the  trial  of 
Sergeant  Williamson,  and  refused  to  the 
solicitor  for  the  defence  copies  of  the 
depositions  made  by  the  witnesses,  he 
will  arrange,  before  the  Soyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary Estimates  come  up,  that  the 
evidence  shall  be  made  available  for 
Members;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
officers  who  tried  the  accu^ed^ji^^^^Ner 
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their  first  finding,  summoned  to  the  Castle 
by  the  Inspector- General,  and  were  inter- 
viewed by  him  there,  he  will  state  the 
details  of  the  findings. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  court  of 
inquiry  held  in  the  present  case  was  a 
Departmental  one  and  the  accused,  with 
bis  legal  advisers,  was  present  throughout 
the  proceedings.  There  is  no  precedent 
for  publishing  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  manner  suggested,  and  I  see  no 
reason  for  departing  from  the  customary 
practice  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
officers  constituting  the  Court  were  not 
summoned  to  an  interview  with  the 
Inspector-General.  The  accused  was 
found  guilty  of  six  charges  of  fraudulent- 
ly and  deceitfully  altering  figures  in  public 
documents. 

Valentia  Ferry. 

Mb.  BOLAin):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Lreland  whether  steps  will  shortly  be 
taken  to  carry  out  the  improvements, 
under  the  Marine  Works  (Ireland)  Act, 
at  Valentia  Ferry,  county  Kerry ;  and 
whether  a  dredger  will  be  provided  to 
improve  the  harbours  at  Kenmare  and 
other  ports  in  the  West  and  South  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  decision  has 
yet  been  reached  in  reference  to  the 
projected  works  at  Valentia.  The  ques- 
tion of  providing  a  dredger  in  connection 
with  Irish  harbours,  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  local  authorities  on  loan  or 
hire,  is  engaging  consideration. 

Oahirciveen  Parish  Committee. 

Hr.  BOLAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutensnt  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Parish  Committee 
scheme  for  the  parish  of  Cahirciveen, 
county  Kerry,  has  yet  been  put  into 
operation ;  and,  if  not,  can  he  state  the 
cause  of  the  delay. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  scheme,  with 
the  modifications  proposed  in  it,  will  be 
considered  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  at  its  meeting  this  week. 

triah  District  Lnnatie  Asylums. 

Mb.  CHARLES  DEVLIN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Irelapd  whether  he  is  awaio 
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that  the  Treasury  have  refused  to  pay 
for  the  maintenance  of  patients  in  th? 
district  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland  com- 
mitted under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  and  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty;  that  this  refusal  has 
been  decided  upon  in  defiance  of  the  ex- 
press words  of  a  statute  pt^ed  in  the 
first  year  of  the  reign  of  His  present 
Majesty  and  of  a  circular  issued  from  th ' 
Irish  Lunacy  Office,  DubUn  Castle,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1902 ;  and  that  th-; 
circular  referred  to  was  followed  hy 
another  contradicting  it ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  state  who  is  responsible  for  this 
change;  and  whether  he  will  take  step.^ 
to  have  the  law  as  stated  in  the  Act. 
and  defined  by  the  first  circular,  carried 
out. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  earlier  of  the 
two  circulars  was  issued  in  error.  The 
revised  circular  of  May,  1903,  vas 
issued  by  direction  d  the  Irish  Qovem- 
mont  acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  law 
officers.  The  latter  circular  was  to  the 
effect  that  lunatic  sailors  and  soldiers 
who  have  committed  no  crime,  bat  ar-* 
sent  to  asylums  by  the  Admiralty  or  War 
Office  under  special  statutory  authority, 
ue  not  to  be  treated  as  criminal  lunatics 
and,  therefore,  not  to  be  maintained  at 
the  cost  of  the  Exchequer.  They  are 
not  so  maintained  in  England,  and  the 
Government  does  not  thi^k  it  can  be 
contended  they  should  be  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN:  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  by  whose 
advice  this  circular  wag  issued  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned]. 

I*and  Commission  in  Longford- 

Mr.  J.  P.  FAREELL  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  it  i^ 

proposed  to  hold  another  sitting  of  the 
Head  Land  Commission  in  Longford  for 
the  hearing  of  appeals;  and  will  he,  with 
a  view  to  affecting  the  payment  of  the 
March  rt^nts,  direct  them  to  hold  a  sitting 
before  20th  March  at  latest. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  referred  this 
Question  to  the  Land  Cbmmissionjrs,  but 
so  far  have  not  received  their  observa- 
tions. Perhaps  the  hon.  Membe?  will 
repeat  the  Que^l^if^cmt^V^^^^ 
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Can  of  the  Insane -Scottish  STstem. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRBLL :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  LoTd-Lientenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  resolution  passed  at  a  confer- 
ence of  representatives  of  the  Irish 
District  Asylum  Committees,  on  26th 
November,  in  favour  (rf  the  system  of 
taking  family  oare  of  persons  of  unsound 
mind  which  is  practised  on  the  Continent 
and  Scotland;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
intends  to  propose  any  legislation  with  a 
view  to  having  the  system  legalised  in 
Ireland  as  well  as  England  and  Scotland. 

Mk.  WYNDHAM  :  The  resolution  has 
been  received,  but  I  cannot  give  an 
undertaking  that  the  Government  will 
introduce  legislation  dealing  with  the 
matter  during  the  present  session. 

Oollum's  Estate,  County  Fennanagh. 

Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL  (Ferma- 
nagh, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  tenants  on  the  estate  of 
Collnm,  a  lunatic  in  county  Fermanagh, 
proposed  to  poichase  their  holdings  under 
the  Land  Aot  of  1903,  and  were  referred 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  receiver, 
Mr.  M'Clintock,  of  Dublin,  and  that  the 
receiver  at  once  proceeded  to  serve  eject- 
ments on  the  tenants,  he  will  state  if  this 
has  been  done  by  the  authority  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  informed  that 
no  proposals  to  purchase  have  been  sent 
to  the  receiver  by  the  tenants  on  this 
estate. 

iLabonren  (Ireland)  Acts. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  Comity,  Mid.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord- Lie utpnant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  in  connection  with 
the  Land  Bill  of  last  year,  the  Report  of 
ImoA  Commissioner  Mr.  W.  F.  Bailey  on 
the  woricing  of  previous  Land  Purchase 
Acts  was  issued  as  a^arliamentary  Paper, 
he  will,  in  view  of  the  promised  labour 
legislation,  place  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  Reports  of  the  Local  Qovem-  i 
ment  Board  Inspectors  on  the  operations  ! 
of  the  existing  Labourers  Acts. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  :  The  reports  of  the 
Board's  Inspectors  in  respect  to  the 


Labourers  Acts  were  made  for  the 
private  information  of  the  Board  to 
supplement  information  aheady  in  its 
possession.  For  this  reason,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  they  cannot  be  laid  on 
th;  Table.  Mr.  Bailey's  Report  was  made 
at  the  request  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
and  the  same  objections  did  not  apply  to 
its  publication. 

Hr.  SHEEHAN :  But  why  not  follow 
the  precedent  of  last  year,  having  in 
view    the    great   importance    of  this 

question  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Because  I  say  the 
information  gathered  was  only  fragmen- 
tary, and  intended  to  supplement  that 
already  in  the  hands  of  the  Locfd 
I  Government  Board. 

Irish  Local  Goremment  Auditors— 
I  Qnaliflcations. 

I    Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
i  the  Chief   Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  what 
is  the   standard   of   qualification  for 
appointment    as    Local  '(Government 
!  Auditor ;  whether  any  examination  is 
'  necessary,  or  whether  the  appointment  is 
merely  by  nomination ;    and  will  he 
'  grant  a  Return  showing  the  number  and 
.  qualification  of  gentlemen  appointed  to 
^  this  position  since  Ist  April,  1899. 

I    Mr.  WYNDHAM  :    Auditors,  before 
I  entering  upon  their  duties,  must  satisfy 
the  Civil  Service  C!ommissioners  in  respect 
to  their  qualifications,  which  are  deter- 
I  mined  by  an  examination  in  prescribed 
;  subjects.    I  am  sending  to  the  faon. 
Member  a  Return  containmg  the  informa- 
tion mentioned  in  the  second  part  of  the 
Question. 

Strabane  Oas  Works  Loui. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL (Tyrone.N.):  Ibegto 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  th-^  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  delay  of 
the  Treasury  in  giving  a  decision  as  to 
granting  a  loan  of  £15,000  to  the  Strabane 
Urban  District  Council  for  the  construe- 
tion  of  gas  works  in  the  town  of  Stxabane, 
which  loan  has  been  duly  sanctioned  by 
the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  so  far 
back  as  the  month  of  August  lagt  year, 
and  brought  undg^"'gg^'l^^PSfShe 
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Tzeasnry ;  and  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  have  the  Eecommendations  of  the 
Board  of  Works  carried  into  effect,  so  as 
to  enable  the  urban  district  council  to 
I^ooeed  with  the  construction  of  the  gas 
works. 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  This 
loan  was  submitted  by  the  Board  of 
Works  for  Treasury  sanction  on  the  9th 
November  last.  The  Treasury  hesitated 
to  sanction  it  because  the  figures  given 
on  behalf  of  the  urban  district  council 
appeared  to  make  it  doubtful  whether 
the  proposal  was  financially  a  sound  one 
from  the  council's  point  of  view.  It  h&H 
therefore  been  thought  necessary  to  refer 
the  matter  back  to  the  j|council,  through 
the  Board  of  Works,  in  order  that  they 
may  clearlyonderstandthe  financial  effect, 
and  may  then  decide,  after  further  con- 
sideration, whether  they  wish  to  proceed 
with  the  loan. 

Longford  Postal  ArraDgMnentB. 

Mb.  [J.  P.  FARBELL:  I  beg  to  ask 

the  Postmaster-General  whether,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  earlier  delivery  of  letters 
and  parcels  in  Longford,  hi  will  direct 
that  the  auxiliary  postmen  for  that  pur- 
pose be  placed  upon  the  permanent  stafi 
of  town  letter  carriers. 

Mb.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  (for  Lord 
Stanley):  My  right  hon.  friend  will 
have  inquiry  made  on  the  snbject. 


SELGCnON  (UNOPPOSED  BILL  OOM- 
UITTEES)  (PANEL). 

Mr.  Haisey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  that  they  had  selected 
the  following  eight  Members  to  Ye  the 
Panel  to  serve  on  Unopposed  Bill  Com- 
mittees under  Standing  Order  No.  109  : — 
Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  Carvill,  Mr. 
H.  D.  Greene,  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone, 
Mr.  Mellor,  Mr.  Paulton,  Mr.Parker  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Worsley- Taylor. 

Report  to  lie  nxKm  the  Table. 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES) 
(CHAIRBIEN'S  PANEL). 

Mr.  Hauey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  had  selected  the  following 
six  Members  to  be  the  Chairmen's  Panel 
and  to  serve  as  Chairmen  of  the  two 


Standing  Committees  to  be  appointed 
under  Standing  Order  No.  49 : — Bb.  John 
Ellis,  Sir  Thomas  Esmunde,  Sir  James 
Fergusaon,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaarice. 
Mr.  Laurence  Hi^y,  and  Blr.  Stoart- 
Wortley. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NE/V  BILL. 


METROPOLITAN  DtPROVEHENTS 
(FUNDS)  BILL 

"  To  authorise  the  appropriation  of  the 
surplus  Funds  derived  from  Battersea 
Park  towards  the  opening  of  the  Mall  into 
Charing  Cross,  and  other  Metropolitan 
improvements,"  presented  by  Mr.  Victor 
Cavendish ;  supported  by  Lord  Balcarres ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  5S.] 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

[Eighth  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  followeth  : — 

"  Most  Qmcum  Sovereign, — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjecte,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer 
our  humble  thanks  to  Tour  Majesty  for 
the  gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty 
has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parha- 
ment." — {Mr.  Hardy.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  mid  of  the  Qnestion,  to  add  the 
words  'But  it  U  our  duty,  hoverer,  humbly 
to  represent  to  Your  Majes^  that  oar  effectim 
deliberation  od  the  financial  service  of  the  rear 
is  impaired  by  ooafiioting  deelarstiODB  mmi 
Your  Majesty  a  Mioisten.  We  respectfullr 
snbrnit  to  Your  Majesty  the  jadgment  of  thu 
House  that  the  remoTal  of  protective  dutiee  haa 
for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  ooaduced 
to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of  its 
population ;  and  this  House  beUeves  that, 
while  the  needs  of  social  Lmprovement  an  stilt 
manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protectire 
duties,  more  particularly  when  impoMd  on  the 
food  of  the  people,  would  be-de^ly  injorioua  to 
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Question  again  proposed,  "  That  thosa 
words  be  there  added." 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) 

said  that  when  the  debate  was  interrupted 

last  night  he  was  referring  to  the  question 

of  wages  which  had  been  raised  by  an  hon. 

Member  opposite,  who  had  urged  that 

the  position  of  England  in  Europe  was 

assured  so  far  as  its  wealth  and  pros- 
perity was  concerned,  as  was  evidencad 

by  ova  standards  of  wages,  living,  and 

comfort.    Now  he  would  be  the  last  td 

say  that  those  standards  were  not  hi^ 

in  this  oonnt^.   No  doubt  they  were 

higher  than  in  any  other  countries — 

except  new  countries  which  had  ex- 
ceptional advantages,  suoh  as  the  United 

States  and  our  own  Colonies.    But  there 

was  one  statement  of  the  hon.  Member 

he  must  deal  with.    It  was  that  the 

wages  of  certain  skilled  workmen,  which 

in  1860  were  28s.  3d.,  had  risen  to  378. 9d. 

by  1890.  That,  no  doubt,  was  a  remark- 
able increase,  but  he  wished  to  point  out 

that  the  increase  in  Germany  of  the  same 

period  was  appreciably  greater,  starting 

from  a  lower  standard.    Was  it  strange 

that  the  standard  should  have  been 

lower  in  this  country  !    These  were  ths 

days  when  Cobden  had   given  this 
country  a  new  and  great  policy,  we  were 
in   an  extraordinary  position  in  the 
matter  of  our  manufactures,  and  not  in  a 
serious  position  in  the  matter  of  our  ' 
agriculture.     Cobden  then  looked  for-  ' 
ward  to  the  time  when  England  would  i 
permanently  command  the  manufactures 
of  the  world,  for  he  held  that  the  repeal 
of  the  Cora  Laws  would  not  only  give  a  \ 
great  impulsa  to  our  manufactures,  but 
would  inflict  so  severe  a  shock  on  our  ! 
rivals  by  giving  us  augmented  oppor-  ' 
tunities  of  competition  all    over  the 
world,  that  England  would  permanently  ' 
maintain  her  position  against  Germany, 
France,  and  the  United  States.    Those  , 
who  held  the  opinion  tiiat  free  trade  . 
was  not  an  unmixed  blessing  at  all  times  i 
and  places  had  been  again  and  again 
challenged   becauss  it  had  been  said  1 
that  the  protectionist  in  America  sold  i 
cheap  abroad  in  order  that  he  might  | 
sell   dear    at   home.      But  he  would ; 
like    to    point    to    the    fact    that , 
America  manufactured  goods  from  raw  { 
material  which  she  did  not  produce,  and  \ 
sold  them  just  as  cheap  at  home  as  abroad. 


I  Since  1824  there  had  been  a  tax  on  wool 
1  in  the  United  State8,which  she  had  always 
I  had  to  import  from   Australia,  South 
America,  or  elsewhere.   Could  any  one 
;  suggest  that  the  wages  of  workmen  in 
*  the  United  States  were  low  because  the 
manufacturer  sold  his  goods  cheap  abroad 
so  as  to  sell  dear  at  home  ?   Take  the  case 
[  of  tweeds.  Why  the  United  States,  where 
,  twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  no  good 
American  tweed,  and  only  American 
shoddy  was  worn,  now  produced,  in  spite 
I  of  the  heavy  tax  on  wool,  tweed  cbthes 
as  good  and  aa  cheap  and  as  well  made  as 
any  we  produced  in  this  country,  and 
they  were    worn   by   75  per  cent. 
'  of  the  population  of  the  States,  while  the 
workman  engaged  in  making  them  got 
twice  as  much  wages  as  the  workman  in 
I  this  country.    That  seemed  absurd  on 
the  fac3  of  it,  but  it  sufficed  to  point  out 
the  moral  he  wished  to  be  drawn  from  his 
remark.    The  American  workman,  to 
be^  with,  was  working  in  an  area  where 
he  was  absolutely  secure,  and  the  manu- 
facturer commanded  his  home  market, 
I  No  doubt  the  United  States  had  great 
I  resources  in  hsr  own  borders  which  we 
did  not  possess.    We  had  to  go  abroad 
to  purchase  food,  a  portion  of  which  we 
might  still  b3  able  to  produce  if  the 
poucy  of  free  trade  had  rot  pressed  so 
heavily  on  the  agriculture  of  the  country. 
The  United  States  had  never  exported 
80  heavily  as  we  had,  neither  had  she 
imported  as  heavily.    Her  imports  were 
£171,000,030,    whilst    the    imports  'of 
England  were  £528,000,000,   and  her 
exports  were  £304,000,000  against  our 
£347.000,030.    But  it  was  not  reasonable 
to  suggest  that  because  the  United  States 
did    not   export  so    much   she  was 
necessarily  poorer.    The  fact  that  her 
imports    and    exports    were    so  well 
balanced  showed  that  she  was  command- 
ing her  horns  trade.    Was  American- 
made  furniture  sold  cheaper  in  England 
than  in  America  ? 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Certainly. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  I  beg  your 

pardon. 


Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  b3g  yours. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  Were 
American  shoes  dearer  in  Elngland  than 
in  Am-irica?  Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 
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Me.  flavin  :  Certainly. 

Sib  GILBERT  PARKER  suid  he  hod 
studied  the  question. 

Mb.  flavin  :  And  so  have  I. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  And  my 
conclasion  is  that  they  are  not. 

Mb.  flavin  :  I  have  worn  the  boots 
and  paid  lot  them,  so  I  know  they  are. 

Sip  GILBERT  PARKER  said  he  had 

done  the  same.  The  point  he  wished  to 
make  was  that  the  margin  of  difference 
was  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  assertion 
that  protectionist  countries  sold  cheap 
abroad  in  order  to  sell  dear  at  home. 
What  was  the  policy  of  Mr.  Carnegie 
and  his  fellow  manufacturers  ?  Did 
they  dump  simply  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  their  surplus  stock — did  they  desire 
merely  to  make  England  a  Cheap-jack 
market?  No,  the  policy  of  Mr.  Car- 
negie and  the  other  manufacturers  was 
£r8t  to  secure  the  home  market  and  to 
use  it  as  a  leverage  by  which  to  capture 
fnreign  markets.  They  kept  their  works 
going  for  nine  montl^  in  the  year  in 
order  to  supply  the  home  market,  and 
then,  instead  of  incurring  a  loss  by  clos- 
ing for  the  remainti^  three  months,  and 
keepii^;  their  men  and  factories  idle,  they 
kept  them  running  by  selling  the  goods 
produced  at  cost  price  abroad.  They  did 
not  sell  goods  cheap  simply  to  capture  the 
English  market.  They  had  another  pur- 
pose in  view.  It  was  not  the  trades  unions 
who  alone  secured  high  wages  for  the  work- 
ing men  in  the  United  States ;  it  was  the 
fact  that  the  manufacturers  had  a  settled 
policy,  by  the  quantity  of  production,  to 
keep  their  workmen  employed  all  the  year 
round.  By  the  policy  they  adopted  of  fil- 
ing here  at  cost,  they  were  able  to  reduce 
the  expenses  of  their  establishments  and 
to  avoid  the  loss  which  would  be  entailed 
by  the  temporary  shutting  down  of  the 
works.  It  was  not  done  for  philanthropic 
motives,  but  it  was  done  in  order  to  secure 
regular  employment  for  the  men  all  the 
year  round,  and  the  effect  on  the  domw- 
tic  and  on  national  life,  as  well  as  on  the 
manufacturers  thenuelvee,  was  very 
grtet  and  good.  It  produced  confidence 
and  security.  Let  t^em  remember  that 
if    the  cart  of   progress    was  to  be 


drawn  along,  and  if  the  capital  which 
should  draw  it  went  lame,  labour  alone 
would  not  diaw  the  cart.  It  was  the 
command  of  their  home  markets  that 
ensured  employment  and  increased  wages 
for  the  working  classes  in  the  United 
States,  and  which  at  the  same  time 
secured  the  manufacturers  in  their 
position.  How  did  we  stand  in  the 
matter  of  our  home  trade  ?  Were  we 
satisfied  that  we  had  the  absolute  command 
of  it  1  When  he  read  the  table  of  our  im- 
ports  and  exports  he  couki  not  say  that  the 
prospect  was,  by  any  means,  a  cheery  one. 
He  would  give  a  few  trades  in  which  there 
had  been  a  rise  in  imports  and  a  fall  in 
exporta.  During  the  last  nine  years  the 
figures  for  the  increase  of  imports  and 
the  decrease  of  exports  respectively  were, 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade,  £2,159,000 
and  £920,000;  in  woollens,  £18,000,000 
and  £38,000,000 :  in  furniture,  £5.500.000 
and  £600,000;  in  earthenware,  £2,400,000 
and  £15,000,000;  in  glass,  £11,700  and 
£1,300,000,  and  in  silk,  £38,000,000  and 
£8,000,000.  That  was  a  serious  state  of 
affairs,  and  it  was  certainly  not  what 
Cobden  had  anticipated.  Cobden  looked 
forward  to  seeing  the  manufacturers  of 
England  commanding  the  trade,  not  only 
of  this  country,  but  of  all  others.  We, 
however,  did  not  expect  that,  as  ve  knew 
perfectly  well  that  the  discovery  of 
the  great  mineral  resources  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Colonies  had  altered  the 
course  of  trade  with  those  countries. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  was  not  the  first 
to  raise  this  question  of  the  decline  of 
British  exports  and  the  increase  of  British 
imports.  Lord  Rosebery  raised  it  on  the 
basis  that  if  we  went  on— the  signs  were 
so  alarming — we  were  bound  steadily  to 
decrease  in  power  as  a  manufacturing 
nation.  If  was  true  that  merchanting 
was  increasing  every  day  in  this  country, 
but  manufacturing  was  proportionately 
decreasing.  Moreover,  our  carrying  trade, 
whilst  it  had  increased,  was  slowly  being 
competed  with  by  Germany,  and  if  the 
United  States  made  up  its  mind  to  enter 
the  theatre  of  shipping,  gjwuld  pro- 
bably have  a  bad  time  in  the  futi?fr-.^i^^ 
altogether  disputed  the  theory,  sugge*" 
by  the  Cobden  Club,  that  the  ia'^.ct  that 
the  amount  of  Ameiiean  shiiiw>u>^  wa« 
'  insignificant  >ji&''''^&A^^a^9^^  Bn'tish 
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slupping  was  a  sign  of  a  lack  of  American 
prosperity.  Why  did  not  Americans  in- 
vest in  shipping  ?  Because  it  was  much 
more  to  their  benefit  to  pat  their  money 
into  "  industrials,"  which  yielded  a  re- 
turn of  15  or  20  per  cent.,  than  into  ship- 
ping, which  would  bring  them  in  5,  7,  or 
possibly,  in  some  cases,  10  per  cent. 
We,  for  our  £528,000,000  of  imports,  were 
content  to  send  out  one-third  of  the 
amount  of  exports,  and  for  the  rest  to 
pay  by  shipping  alone.  He  did  not  sug- 
gest that  England's  position  would  be 
better  if  we  had  less  shipping;  on  the 
contrary,  he  considered  it  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  England's  future  that  her 
position  in  the  carrying  trade  should  be 
maintained.  He  did,  however,  wish  to 
point  out  that  thirty  years  ago  we  had 
the  same  position  in  the  carrying  trade 
and  a  better  position  in  the  manufactur- 
ing world.  We  had  lost,  on  the  one  hand} 
and  we  had  not  gained  proportionately 
on  the  other. 

Having  been  challenged  on  the  ques- 
tion of  colonial  enthusiasm  in  the  matter 
of  preference,  and  as  to  the  offer  of  the 
Colonies,  he  had  looked  the  matter  up 
in  The  Times,  and  he  found  there  had 
not  been  a  single  dissentient  voice  from 
the  Colonies  or  from  any  public  body  in  the 
Colonies.  Chi  the  contrary,  every  Lef^s- 
lature  in  the  Colonies  had  expressed  its 
sympathy  with  the  belief  in  the  idea  of 
preference.  The  New  Zealand  Parlia- 
ment had  passed  a  Bill  on  the  subject. 
Not  only  had  the  Premier  of  Australia 
spoken  in  favour  of  the  proposal,  but  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  Australia, 
whose  form  of  preference  might  differ 
from  that  of  his  pohtical  opponent,  had 
said  again  and  again — 

"  I  propose  to  reduce  the  taxes  upon  British 
goods  by  50  per  cent.  Whatever  Sir  E.  Barton 
will  do.  I  wiU  do  more." 

Several  HON.  MEMBERS :  But  he 
a  free-trader. 

Sib  gilbert  PARKER  said  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Reid  was  a  free-trader  was  a 
striking  tribute  to  the  argument  he  was 
addressing  to  the  House.  Sir  Wilfrid 
I^aurier  aJ^o  was  a  free-trader. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester)  asked 
whether  llilr.  Reid  asked  for  anything  in 
return. 


SiE  GILBERT  PARKER  said  he  had 
expected  that  question.  Mr.  Reid  asked 
for  nothing  in  return.  Moreover,  he 
had  looked  the  matter  up  in  the  Canadian 
papers,  and  he  unhesitatingly  asserted 
that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
Canada  had  so  far  coincided  with  the 
opinion  and  the  action  of  the  Canadian 
Government  that  again  and  again  he 
had  spoken  in  favour  of  preference.  As 
to  the  question  of  his  hon.  friend,  who 
did  not  know  the  exigencies  of  politics, 
even  in  this  country  1  It  was  extra- 
ordinary that  this  movement  should  have 
met  with  so  little  opposition  in  the  Colonies 
when  one  considered  how  eager  opposing 
Parties  were  to  dish  each  other.  They 
were  told  that  a  preference  could  be  given 
to  Australia  oidy  on  wool.  That  was 
inaccurate.  A  preference  on  wool  was 
not  our  last  resort.  By  giving  a  pre- 
ference on  agriculture,  on  meat  and 
wines,  we  should  benefit  Australia  more 
than  by  a  preference  on  wool,  because 
although  the  meat  and  wine  trade  was 
not  worth  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  the 
pastoral  trade,  it  employed  50  per  cent, 
more  hands,  and  thus  affected  the, 
working  classes  to  a  greater  extent. 

His  interest  and  belief  in  this  scheme 
had  led  him  to  speak  at  greater  length 
than  he  had  intended.  In  conclusion, 
he  could  iHily  say  that  he  believed  the 
future  of  this  country  depended  upon  a 
closer  association  and  a  common  destiny 
with  our  Colonies.  He  felt  that  we  could 
never  retrieve  the  place  we  had  lost  m 
the  industrial  movement  of  Europe,  but 
we  could  secure  our  position  by  a  closer 
alliance* with  those  nations  which  had 
supplied  '  our  trade,  as  it  had  declined 
with  foreign  countries.  He  believed  that 
sooner  or  later  preference  would  come, 
and  so  would  a  10  or  20  per  cent,  tax 
upon  foreign  manufactured  goods,  in  ord<  T 
to  protect  that  trade  which  has  betfn,  and 
will  be,  for  the  prosperity  of  this  country. 

■    Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  TJni- 
!  versity) :  The  hon.  Member  for  Grave- 
send,  who  has  just  made  an  interesting 
I  and  instonctive  speech,  is,  I  presume,  an 
:  exponent  ol  His  Majesty's  (Government, 
'  because  he  spent  one  part  of  his  speech  in 
advocating  protection,  and  t&e  other  in 
advocating  colonial  preference,  which  are 
both  policies  that  the  GovesmnenthaYe 
distinctly  renouncedP'S'WtiMy*-^^ 
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adjourned  last  night,  the  hon.  Member 
was  trjnng  to  show  that  the  German  work- 
man was  much  better  oS  than  the  English 
workman,  although  I  do  not  think  that 
is  very  relevant  to  the  question  before  the 
House.  The  hon.  Member  has  omitted 
that  part  of  his  argument  this  morning. 
With  the  official  policy  and  declarations 
of  the  Government  I,  like  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol, 
am  entirely  in  accord.  We  understood 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  say 
tJiat  a  tax  upon  food  was  not  within  the 
sphere  of  practical  politics,  that  the 
Government  are  opposed  to  colonial  pre- 
ference and  general  protection,  and  a 
10  per  cent.  aU-round  tariff,  and  tiiat  their 
policy  upon  fiscal  reform  is  freedom  to 
negotiate,  followed  by  retahation  if  it 
obtains  the  approval  and  assent  of  Parlia- 
ment. That  is  substantially  the  same  as 
the  statement  made  by  the  Prime  Minister 
at  Sheffield.  It  may  have  been  a  little 
more  clearly  put,  but  it  was  practically 
the  official  policy  laid  down  at  Sheffieki, 
from  which  the  Leader  of  the  House  has 
not  departed  in  subsequent  speeches. 
The  President  of  the  Boani  of  Trade  gave 
a  very  interesting  psychological  fact, 
which  I  think  accounts  a  great  deal  for 
what  has  happened  since.  It  appears 
that  every  member  of  the  Government 
has  got,  like  Faust,  two  souls,  one  is  the 
official  soul,  which  is  retaliatoiy,  and  the 
other  is  a  private,  personal  soul,  which,  in 
the  case  of  most  of  the  members  of  the 
Government  is  protectionist,  though  in 
one  or  two  cases  it  is  free-trade.  This 
appears  to  account  for  all  the  vagaries 
which  have  taken  place.  It  was  the  pri- 
vate and  personal  soul  of  the  Prime 
Minister  that  prompted  him  to  declare  at 
Sheffield  that  he  was  in  favour  of  reversing 
the  fiscal  policy  of  the  last  fifty  years,  a 
statement  which  drove  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  out  of  the  Cabinet.  It  was 
the  same  private  and  personal  soul  that 
prompted  the  President  of  the  Board  o^ 
Trade,  on  Tue  day  last,  to  interrupt  an 
hon.  Member  on  this  side  of  the  House  and 
tell  the  House  that  he  wished  it  were 
possible  to  tax  food. 

The  PRESIDENT  ok  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
(Central)  was  understood  to  deny  this  state- 
ment. 

Sir  John  Gorsl. 


Sir  JOHN  GORST :  It  is  quite  dear 
that  it  was  his  protectionist  soul  that 
drove  my  right  hon.  friend  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  make 
speeches  against  those  who  were  the  sof- 
porters  of  the  official  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  gather  from  the  speech  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Govemment 
Board,  which  did  not  contradict  the 
speech  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  that  this  official  poUcy  will  be 
maintained  until  after  the  division  has 
taken  place.  The  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  made  a  strong  protectionist 
speech,  but,  with  great  ingenuity,  it  was 
not  in  favour  of  protection,  but  pointed 
out  the  most  effective  way  of  retaiiatixig, 
and  it  was  a  good  object  lesson  as  to  how 
a  policy  of  retaliation  may  very  quickly, 
under  certain  circumstances,  develop 
itself  into  a  policy  of  protection.  Al- 
though this  official  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  perfectly  satisfactory,  there  is  one 
singular  circumstance  about  it,  and  it  is 
that  none  of  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment outside  the  House  of  Commons 
support  the  official  policy  at  all.  Some  of 
us  try  to  support  the  official  policy  of 
the  Government  by  showing  that  colonial 
preference  is  undesirable,  and  by  attack- 
ing the  system  of  protection,  but  we  meet 
with  no  encouragement  of  any  kind  from 
the  Govemment.  I  want  to  ask  a  per- 
fectly clear  and  definite  question  of  the 
Government,  which  I  think  they  might 
reply  to  on  the  spot.  I  want  to  know 
whether  hereafter  those  who  oppose  the 
official  policy  of  the  Govemment,  like  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down,  who 
go  in  for  protection  and  colonial  pre- 
ference, will  receive  the  official  counten- 
ance and  support  of  Cabinet  Ministers  in 
their  candidature,  to  the  exclusion  of  those 
who  really  and  honestly  support  the  official 
policy  of  the  Govemment.  [Oppositioh 
cries  of  "  Answer,  answer."  ]  That  is 
a  very  simple  question.  I  am  a  Tory  of 
1866,  and  during  all  my  Pariiamentary 
career  I  have  served  under  the  leaders 
who  have  been  free-traders — the  late  Mr. 
Disraeli,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  the  late 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  and  even  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister,  who  has  told  us  over 
and  over  again  that  he  is  a  convinced  free- 
trader. All  the  chiefs  under  whom  I 
have  servedigaMds^iBflcJOW^radOT — 
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Lord  Cross,  Lord  Goschen,  and  the  Duke  !  immense  amount  of  harm  to  commercial 
of  Devonshire,  all  of  them  still  alive.  To  !  relations  without  ever  dreaming  that 
my  noble  friend  I  woirid  counsel  patience  \  they  were  doing  any  mischief  at  all.  It 
until  this  tyranny  be  past,  and  I  hope  he  shows  how  an  ignorant — I  do  not  wish 
will  live  to  be  the  head  of  the  united  Tory  to  use  the  word  in  a  bad  sense— it  shows 
Party,  with  sound  fiscal  principles.       J  how  an  uninformed  Government  might 

;  put  its  hand  into  the  delicate  machine  of 
It  would  be  almost  indecent  for  me  to  sit  :  commercial    relations  and  do  mischief 
down  without  saying  a  few  words  in  sup-  j  t^ey  never  thought  of. 
port  of  that  official  policy  which  was  an-  '  jg  },ow  the  difficulty  arises.  India 

nounced  from  the  Treasury  Bench.    1 1  is  a  debtor  country.  It  has  to  pay  a  sum  of 
understand  that  the  Government  are  ;  £16,000,000  per  annum  to  Great  Britain 
officially  opposed  to  colonial  preference,  j  for   services  rendered — Army  charges, 
I  think  in  the  interests  of  one  of  the  great-  ,  stores,  the  diplomatic  services  in  Persia 
est  possessions  of  the  British  Empire,  the  ',       China,  and  so  on  ;  and  there  is  the 
Empire  of  India,  they  are  wise.    This  has  .  i^rge  sum  that  comes  home  as  interest 
been  overlooked  in  the  agitation  out-of-  j  on  the  immense  amount  of  British  capital 
doors,  although  it  was  mentioned  by  the  !  invested  in  India  railways.   They  do  not 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  and  it  is  |  p^y  in  direct  exports  to  this  country, 
one  which  deserves  the  attention  of  both  I  because  the  trade  of  India  is  such  that 
sides  of  this  House  before  the  fiscal  ques-  |  India  takes  from  the  United  Klingdom 
tion  is  finally  settled,  because  India  con-  ;  £35,000,000  worth  of  our  exports,  which 
tains  300,000,000  of  inhabitants  who  are  ;  are  chiefly   manufactures,  and  we  take 
subjects  of  the  British  Empire.    Conse-  \  only  £21,000,000  worth  of  her  exports, 
<|uently  India,  is  next  to  Great  Britain,  |  which  are  chiefly  raw  materials,  articles 
the  greatest  free  market  in  the  world.  |  of  food  and  tea,  so  that  you  see,  instead 
Now,  the  Government  of  India  have  the  of  there  being  any  direct  surplus  of  ex- 
advantage  of  having — I  was  going  to  say  j  ports  to  Great  Britain  it  is  the  other 
no  Parliament,  but  that  would  be  scarcely  way,  and  the  trade  with  Great  Britain 
respectful  to  this  Assembly.    They  have  enhances  the  amount  somehow  or  other 
the   advantage   of   having    the  com-  she  has  to  pay  back  to  Great  Britain, 
plete  command  of  the  services  of  the  very  Well,  how  does  she  pay  it  back  1  She  pays 
greatest  experts  and  the  mmt  experienced  it  through  British  possessions  from  which 
commercial  politicians  which  the  Govern-  the  imports  into  India  are  £5,000,000, 
ment    of    the    great    Indian   Empire  while  the  exports  are  £11,000,000,  and 
provides.     They  have   been    advised  through  foreign  countries  from  which 
that  these  colonial  preferences  could  do  i  the  imports  into  India  are  £12,500,000, 
little  good  and  might  do  great  harm  to  and  to  which  the  exports  from  India 
the  interests  of  the  Indian  Empire.    The  I  amount    to    the    enormous    sum  of 
Indian  Empire  has  not  very  much  to  |  £51,500,000.    It  is  through  these  es- 
ofiei  in  the  way  of  preference  to  us,  and  I  ports  to  foreign  countries  that  India  pays 
it  has  hardly  an3rthmg  which  it  can  gain  1  her  £16,000,000  of  debt,  and  the  difference 
fcx)m  U8  in  return.    That  is  the  advice  of  I  between  imports  and  exports  between 
the  experts,  and  it  is  adopted  unani- 1  her  and  Great  Britain.    Of  course,  the 
mously  by  the  Government  of  India.    I  way  in  which  this  takes  place  is  enor- 
will  not  trouble  the  House  with  the  de-  |  mously  complicated,  as  people  may  sup- 
tails  of  the  reasons,,  so  admirably  given  ;  pose,  but  I  give  the  House  two  illustra- 
in  a  despatch,  for  the  Government  of  India  !  tions  which  will  show  the  sort  of  way  in 
coming  to  that  conclusion.    But  there  is  |  which  these  payments  take  place.  Of 
one  danger  which  that  Government  have  i  raw  cotton — there  is  a  good  deal  of  cotton 
to  fear  from  the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  |  grown  in  India— £8,000,000  worth  are 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir-  i  exported  from  India.   Hardly  any  of  it 
mingham  to  which  I  should  like  to  be  comes   direct   to   this  country.  Raw 
allowed  to  direct  attention,  because  it  is  cotton  imported  by  us  from  India  only 
an  admirable  illustration  of  the  extra-  '  represents  £370,000.    We  get  nearly  all 
ordinary    complexity    of    commercial  our  cotton  from  America,    But  there  is 
relations,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  a  very  large  export  of  Indian  cotton  to 
illustration  of  how  people  might  do  an  Continental   countries.   Gemany  takes 
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£1,250,000  worth,  France  £480,000,  Italv 
£807,000.  and  Belgium  £1,856,000.  In 
fact  most  of  the  Indian  cotton,  except 
what  goes  to  Japan,  goes  to  the  Conti- 
nental countries  of  Europe.  This  cotton 
is  worked  up  by  the  cotton  milk  of 
France,  Germany,  and  Belgium,  and  finds 
its  way  into  the  English  market  as  cotton 
manufactures,  and  these  are  amongst 
the  articles  which  the  supporters  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  denounce  as  imports 
that  ought  to  be  stopped  by  a  large  im- 
port duty.  India  is  an  enormous  ex- 
porter of  all  kinds  of  seeds,  and  amongst 
others  of  linseed.  She  exports  altogether 
as  much  as  £3,500,000  worth  of  seeds. 


could  not  possibly  have  any  better  test  of 
the  respective  merits  of  protection  and 
free  trade  for  the  protection  and  promo- 
tion of  foreign  trade,  than  the  way  in  which 
the  different  nations  of  the  world  appear 
in  the  Indian  market.  In  the  despatch 
to  which  I  have  referred,  there  is  an  appen- 
dix which  contains  a  short  epitome  of 
the  Paper  presented  to  Parliament  on 
the  trade  of  India,  and  I  oommfind  this 
little  epitome  to  the  most  earnest  atten- 
tion of  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  especially  to  Members  for 
Lancashire  constituencies.  I  may  men- 
tion that  this  appendix  contains  a  state- 
ment of  the  amounts  of  the  various  articles 
imported  into  India  from  all  the  different 


We  take  a  very  good  proportion  of  them  '  countiies  in  tiie  world.  I  shall  <hlI;' 
ourselves,  but  £593,000  worth  go  to  trouble  the  House  with  one  item,  and  that 
France,  and  £809,000  worth  go  to  Grcr-  <  is  cotton.   In  India 'tiiey  import  alto- 


many.  In  France  and  Germany  this 
linseed  is  made  into  linseed  oil.  There 
are  great  oil  presses  in  Marseilles,  Bremen, 
and  Hamburg.  Somehow  or  other  the 
French  and  the  Germans  have  superior 
processes  of  pressing,  and  can,  therefore, 
supply  our  market  with  linseed  oil  which 


gether  £1,658,000  worth  of  cotton  yarn. 
How  much  of  this  is  from  spinners  in 
Great  Britain  ?  Of  that  amount, 
£1,575,000  worth  is  from  Great  Britain, 
and  from  the  whole  of  the  Continent  of 
Europe  and  the  United  States  the  re  only 
comes  £73,000  worth.   In  the  cotton 


is  cheaper  and  better  than  that  we  make  ;  manufactures  exactly  the  same  tale  is 


at  home.  At  any  rate  we  do  a  large 
trade  in  linseed  oil  with  the  Continent. 
Partly,  therefore,  the  sum  which  India 
must  transmit  to  this  country  arrives 
in  this  way  in  the  shape  of  cotton  manu- 
factures and  linseed  oil.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  great  Commission  now  sitting  will 
severely  tax  these  products  if  they  can. 
That  is  a  danger  the  Indian  Government 
look  forward  to.  Here  they  see  that  a 
small  protective  tariff  might  have  a  most 
pernicious  effect  on  the  trade  of  India 
without  anybody  intending  it  at  all.  I 


told.  Of  cotton  manufactures  tiiey  im- 
port into  India  £18,323,000  worth,  and 
of  these  there  comes  from  the  cotton 
manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  in  com- 
petition with  the  whole  world — because 
the  whole  world  is  in  the  Indian  market — 
£17,525,000  worth.  The  whole  of 
the  Continent  and  the  United  States, 
and  all  our  competitors  put  together,  only 
supply  £740,000  worth.  These  figures 
will  not  add  up,  but  the  difkrence  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  I  have  left- 
out  a  little  margin  which  is  imported  from 


do  not  doubt  that  India  would  have  ot '  British  possessions,  such  as  Singapore  and 
find  some  other  mode  of  making  the  '  Hong-Kong.  Who  comes  next  to  as  ? 
transmission,  but  this  way  in  which  it '  Why,  Italy  comes  next  with  £143,000. 
is  done  is  the  easiest  way.  If  you  dis- 1  The  United  States,  the  terrible  competi- 
turb  this,  India  will  have  to  find  some  |  tors  we  are  so  much  afraid  of,  import 
other  way,  and  she  cannot  find  so  good  j  £81,000  of  cotton  manufactures  and  Ger- 
and  cheap  a  way.    The  disturbance  of  |  many  £106,000.    With  figures  like  this 

j  before  you,  is  it  not  true  to  say  that  the 
British  manufacturer  practically  com- 


this  particular  form  of  trade  will  put  an 
additional  burden  on  the  already  over- 
burdened people  of  India.  It  would  be 
a  distinct  disadvantage  to  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  Indian  Empire. 

While  I  am  talking  about  India,  may  I 
revert  to  what  I  said  a  moment  ago,  that 
India  is  the  greatest  opm  market  next  to 
Great  Britain  in  the  world,  and  I  say  you 

Sir  John  Gord. 


mands  the  entire  mar^t,  and  that  no 
other  manufacturer  is  in  it  at  all  ?  And 
why  do  you  command  the  market  ?  You 
ask  some  of  the  Lancashire  mill-owners. 
Let  the  hon.  Member  for  Stalybridge  ask 
some  of  his  constituents  why  it  is  Hiat 
they  beat  every  nation  in  the  world.  It 
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is  because  this  is  a  free-trade  country. 
The  manufacturer  can  build  his  mill  with 
untaxed  materials,  he  can  fill  it  witii  un- 
taxed machinery,  xdA.  he  can  get  every  one 
of  those  ardcles  which  are  necessary  for  the 
manofactnre  of  cotton  in  the  cheapest 
market.  He  can  buy  his  cotton  in 
America,  Egypt,  and  numerous  other 
places,  and  every  requisite  for  his  manu- 
facture in  the  cheapest  market,  and, 
thwefore,  he  is  able  to  trndersell  the 
American  and  German  manufacturer 
whose  GoTermnents  do  not  give  him 
the  privilege  which  the  British  manu- 
facturer enjoys.  It  is  said  that  we  ought 
to  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  lowering 
foreign  tariffs.  I  wish  that  that  prophecy 
might  be  fulfilled,  but  I  do  not  think 
the  cotton  manufacturers  of  Lancashire 
would  rejoice  at  t^t  which  would  be  no 
doubt  beneficial  to  the  world  in  ^neral,  for 
they  would  then  lose  the  practical  mono- 
poly which  I  say  they  now  enjoy  of 
the  Indian  market,  because  Great  Britain 
has  been,  and  still  is,  a  free-trade  coun- 
try. Let  me  recommend  that  argument 
to  the  consideration  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stalybridge. 

There  is  one  other  danger  sketched 
out  in  the  despatch  of  the  Indian 
Government.  What  would  happen  if 
India  itself  were  a  protectionist  country  ? 
Hitiierto  we  have  been  able  to  maintain 
in  India  free  trade,  but  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Ealing  said  in  his  speech 
that  representations  were  being  continu- 
ally made  for  protection  in  India.  I 
know  that  such  applications  were  fre- 
quently made  when  Lord  Cross  and  I 
were  at  the  India  Office.  How  were  these 
repiesentalaons  met  ?  The  noble  Lord 
tokl  us  that  he  said  — 

"We  have  convinced  oorselves  that  the 
I>olic>  of  free  trade  is  best  for  the  inhabitants 
of  this  conntiy,  and  we  are  giving  to  the 
population  of  India  the  same  Imtefits  that  we 
ourselves  enjoy.  But  supposing  India  became 
protectionist,  what  could  you  then  say  to  the 
Indian  manufacturers  who  want  protection  for 
their  native  goods  ?  How  could  you  refuse  to 
them  the  protection  you  are  giving  to  the 
manufacturers  at  home." 

You  would  not  be  able  to  maintain  the 
present  free-trade  [policy  in  India  for  a 
month.  You  would  have  a  tax  placed 
at  once  on  your  importataons  of  cotton. 
Where  then  would  yoni  Lancashire  Ixade 
be  ^  Think  of  the  enormous  population 
in  QUI  Lancashiie  towns  whi<^  is  really 


manufacturing  for  the  Indian  market; 
ajid  just  think  of  distress  and  confu- 
sion  that  would  be  entailed  by  a  policy 
which  deprives  them  of  that  market.  I 
will  not  make  a  peroration,  but  I  have 
thrown  out  some  facts  and  arguments 
which  the  opponents  of  the  Government 
ought  to  take  into  consideration  before 
they  press  on  the  Government  a  change 
of  their  official  policy.  The  silence  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  greatly 
alarms  me.  I  do  not  know  where  I  stand. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Government 
are  really  pleased  at  our  support  of  their 
official  commercial  policy  ;  but  because 
I  believe  it  is  the  best  for  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  country  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  support  it — even  at  the  risk  of 
displeasing  His  Majesty's  Government. 
I  promise  to  oppose  in  this  House 
any  attempt  either  to  establish  iiny 
colonial  preference  or  to  establish  in  this 
country  a  general  protective  system. 

♦Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford) :  My  right,  hon.  friend  below  me 
has  dealt  in  some  detail  with  some  pro- 
posals for  fiscal  reform,  so  far  as  they  are 
likely  to  afiect  the  Government  of  India 
and  that  coimtry.  He  is  alarmed^  he 
tells  us,  at  the  silence  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  this  subject.  Not 
having  had  the  advantage,  like  my  right 
hon.  friend,  of  having  been  in  the  Ii^ia 
Office  myself,  I  think  it  would  be  more 
respectful  to  him  if  I  leave  it  to  some 
member  of  the  Government  or  one  familiar 
with  the  aSaiis  of  India  to  deal  with  that 
branch  of  the  subject.  I  propose  to  go  to 
the  Amendment  which  is  immediately 
before  the  House.  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Croydon  told  the  House 
yesterday  afternoon  that  there  was 
nothing  in  that  Amendment  from  which 
he  was  able  to  dissent,  or  of  which  he  could 
not  approve.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that, 
differing  entirely  from  my  right  hon. 
friend  m  that  respect,  I  think  l^ere  is 
very  little  in  that  Amendment  that  I  am 
able  to  support.  I  have  taken  great  in- 
terest in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  it ;  and  I  have 
followed  with  all  the  care  and  attention 
I  have  been  able  to  give  to  them  the 
various  speeches  which  have  succeeded, 
but  I  am  bound  to  say — and  I  hope  I  say 
it  without  any  offence — that  I  have  been 
able  to  find  very  little  in  any  of  them  either 
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to  support  or  establish  the  three  main 
I«opo8itioiis  which  that  Amendment  con- 
tains. And,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  desire  for  a  few  moments  to 
examine  them  and  to  say  a  few  words  ou 
each.  What  is  the  first  proposition  ?  It 
|s  as  follows — 

"  Hiat  our  effective  deliberation  on  the 
financial  service  of  the  ye^r  is  impaired  hy 
confliotioff  deck  rations  from  Yoar  Majesty  s 

3)ljntBt«ars!'' 

Conflicting  declarationsupon  what?  I  pre- 
sume upon  the  ofiicial  or  fiscal  policies  which 
are  now  before  us.  But  the  Government 
have  expressly  and  repeatedly  declared 
that  there  will  be,  and  that  there  can  be, 
no  change  in  our  fiscal  policy  during  the 
present  Parliament.  And  how  conflicting 
declarations  upon  some  future  fiscal  poUcy 
which  may  or  may  never  come  before  the 
country  [Oppositiok  laughter] — although 
I  have  very  little  doubt  that  it  will,  and 
with  results  which  probably  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  may  not  &ad  altogether 
pleasant — how  on  earth  conflicting  decla- 
rations on  a  matter  affecting  another 
Parliament  is  to  *' impair  our  delibera- 
tions on  the  financial  service  of  the  present 
year,"  I  confess  I  do  not  understand.  It 
is  not  clear  to  me.  I  pass  from  that, 
which,  after  all,  is  a  comparatively  small 
matter,  to  the  second  proposition,  and 
what  is  that  ? — 

**  Hut  the  removal  of  protective  duties  has, 
for  more  than  half  a  centmry,  actively  conduced 
to  the  vast  extensiim  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of  ita 

population." 

Now,  I  venture  to  think  that  in 
that  statement  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
goes  somewhat  too  far.  If  he  had  been 
content  to  say  that  for  many  years  after 
the  adoption  of  free  trade,  perhaps  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  that  policy  bad  been 
followed  by  these  results,  then  I  do  not 
know  that  I  should  have  had  anything  to 
Fay  in  dispute  of  that  proposition,  because 
undoubtedly  it  is  the  case.  I  make 
the  admission  ;  I  have  never  questioned 
for  a  moment  that  for  many  years 
after  the  adoption  of  free  trade  there 
was  a  very  remarkable  and  unex- 
ampled development  of  prosperity  in  the 
country.  Those  who  were  its  authors, 
or  at  least  most  of  them,  have  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  putting  that  down 
to  the  credit  of  free  trade.  With  great 
respect,  there  again  I  think  they  go  too 
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far  and  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  tiiey 
are  mistaken,  because  there  were  a  vast 
number  of  causes  at  that  time  which 
contributed  to  that  development  of  our 
industries,  and  that  great  prosperity. 
Although  I  admit  that  undoubtedly 
free  tiade  played  a  part,  and  probably 
an  important  part,  in  that  development. 
I  doubt  very  much  if  other  causes  did 
not  play  an  infinitely  greater  part.  There 
were  all  the  great  inventions  of  that  time  : 
steam,  l^e  telegraph,  and  other  scientific 
discoveries.  Railroads  everywhere  were 
being  created,  steamboats  were  being 
built,  and  the  means  of  transport  were 
being  increased  every  year.  'Dien  there 
were  the  immense  discoveries  of  gold  in 
California,  and  later  in  Australia — ^the 
most  fertilising  agency  in  the  world,  as  it 
has  been  described — causing  a  great  ex- 
pandon  of  the  currency — a  period 
of  rising  prices — giving  the  greatest 
stimulus  to  enterprise  which  the  world 
has  probably  ever  known.  All  these 
things,  in  my  humble  opinion,  contributed 
to  the  great  development  and  pros- 
perity of  those  years  in  a  greater  degree 
than  even  free  trade  itself.  At  that  time, 
it  should  also  be  remembered,  in 
this  country  we  had  ike  start  of  all  other 
nations.  We  had  hved  for  many  years 
at  that  time  xmder  a  system  of  rigid 
protection.  Our  great  manufactories 
had  already  been  established  and 
thoroughly  equipped,  which  was  not 
the  case  with  others.  I  am  speaking 
of  facts  which  are  known  to  everyone 
who  has  studied  history.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  we  were,  at  that 
time,  in  a  position  to  take  the  fullest  ad- 
vantage of  all  those  adventitious  circum- 
stances, which  was  not  the  case  with  other 
nations.  We  were  called  at  that  time, 
and  rightly  called,  the  workshop  of  the 
world.  In  those  days  we  supplied  foreign 
nations  with  almost  everything  they  re- 
quired ;  and  in  return  we  bought  their 
food  and  supplies  of  proviaons  for  our- 
selves. Cobden,  no  doubt,  at  that  time 
thought  his  expectations  had  been  realised 
in  a  greater  degree  than  ever  he  had 
hoped  for  himself,  and  for  aught  I  know 
he  believed,  and  he  had  some  rea.son 
for  believing,  that  in  all  probability  we 
should  continue  selling  cotton  and  buying 
com  for  an  indefinite  number  of  yean 
to  come. 
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But  after  a  time  there  came  a  complete 
change  in  this  respect,  and  it  arose  in  this 
way.    Foreign  nations  became  tired  of 
always  depending  on  ua  for  eveijrthing 
in  the  way  of  manufactured  goods  they 
required,  and  they  determined  to  estab- 
lish workshops  of  their  own.    How  did 
they  set  about  it  ?    The  first  thing  they 
did  was  to  resort  to  our  own  discarded 
weapon  of  protection  as  the  most  potent 
instrument  they  could  use  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  great  object  they  had  in  view. 
Of  course  we  are  all  familiar  with  the 
statements  Cobden  made  at  that  time 
about  foreign  countries  all  being  ready  to 
follow  our  example.  I  desire  to  speak  with 
the  utmost  respect  in  every  way  of  Cobden. 
He  was  not  only  a  great  man,  but  I  am 
sure  he  was  ^  perfectly  sincere  man,  and 
that  all  he  prophesied  again  and  again  on 
this  subject  he  most  thoroughly  and  abso- 
lutely believed  in  himself.   All  we  say 
against  him  is  that  he  was  mistaken  on 
tUs  point.    No  man  in  the  world  could 
have  been  more  completely  mistaken  than 
he  was.    I  will  not  repeat  his  prophecies, 
because  every  one  knows  them.  He 
thought  at  first  that  the  moment  we 
adopted  the  principle  of  free  trade  all 
other  countries  in  the  world  would  hasten 
to  follow  our  example  ;  and,  if  Cobden  had 
been  ri^t,  we  should  have  arrived  un- 
doubteSy  and  beyond  all  question  at  the 
ideal  which,  I  suppose,  each  of  us  would 
set  before  himself — certainly  I  for  one 
have  never  wavered  in  that  opinion — 
namely   free  exchange.      But,  unfor- 
tunately, Cobden  in  all  his  predictions  on 
this  point  turned  out  to  be  absolutely 
wrong.    Exactly  the  opposite  has  hap- 
pened.   What  we  have  seen,  for  many 
years,  is  this  :  foreign  nations,  one  after 
the  other,  adopting  a  system  of  protection. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  we  are  the 
only  great  country  left  in  the  world  which 
still  adheres  to  a  system  of  free  trade  ;  but 
we  have  not  got,  and  never  have  had  free 
trade  or  anjrthing  whatever  approaching 
it.  That  is  why  1  have  always  been  care- 
ful never  to  pronounce  myself,  as  I  have 
heard  so  many  Gentlemen  in  all  parts  of 
the  House  pronounce  themselves,   "  a 
convinced    free-trader,"    and  for  this 
simple  and  sufficient  reason :  we  have 
not  got  and  we  have  never  had  free  trade, 
and  there]  is  not  a  single  man,  in  my  gener- 
ation at 'all  events,  who  is  able  to  speak 
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from  any  practical  knowledge  or  experi- 
ence of  the  merits,  or  otherwise,  of  that 
system.  On  the  contrary,  not  only  have 
other  countries  one  and  all  resorted  to 
protection,  but  they  have  adopted  that 
system  with  results  which  in  recent  years 
are  most  remarkable,  and  of  which  Cob- 
den himself  never  dreamt  for  a  sin^e 
moment. 

Some  Grentlemen  in  this  House  profess 
to  see  no  cause  for  alarm  or  anxiety 
or  disquietude  in  connection  with  the 
present  position  of  our  trade.  They 
think  that  the  Board  of  Trade  Returns 
and  the  Blue-book  which  has  been  pub* 
lished  absolutely  demolish  the  case 
which  has  been  put  forward  for  fiscal 
reform.  So  far  as  I  understand  him,  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  is  one  of  them. 
But  there  are  other  members  of  his  Party 
who  do  not  agree  with  him.  Only  on 
Monday,  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment  spoke  of  the  con- 
ditions of  our  employment  and  of  our 
trade  as  being  such  as  to  give  cause  for 
the  gravest  reflection.  Another  leading 
statesman  belonging  to  the  Party  oppo- 
site made,  some  years  ago,  so  striking  and 
so  remarkable  a  statement  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  that  I  make  no  apology  for 
quoting  it  to  the  House.  In  1896  he  told 
the  country  that  year  after  year  our  Con- 
suls and  tike  Board  of  Trade  warned  us 
that  we  were  no  longer,  as  we  once  were, 
the  undisputed  mistress  of  the  world  of 
commerce,  but  that  we  were  threatened 
by  one  formidable  rival  at  any  rate.  "  I 
mean  Germany,"  he  said.  Then  he 
pointed  out  that  our  imports  of  manufac- 
tured goods  from  Grermany  rose  from 
£16,000,000  in  1883  to  £21,000.000  in  1893, 
or  sn.  increase  of  30  per  cent,  in  ten  years,, 
and  that  into  a  country  which  bdieved 
it  had  the  monopoly  of  supplying  the 
world  with  manufactured  goods.  Then  he 
went  on  to  say  "  In  some  of  our  Colonies, 
India  and  Egypt,  German  trade  had 
gravely  menaced  British  trade,"  and, 
finally,  he  added,  "  Surely  an  inquiry 
might  be  instituted,  short,  practical,  and 
exhaustive  into  the  cause  of  the  decline 
of  British  trade  and  the  alarming  increase 
of  our  foreign  rivals,"  "  Gennany,"  he 
concluded  '*  is  engaged  in  an  industrial 
war  with  us,  and  in  that,  I  think,  imless 
we  take  precautions  in  time,  fd)e  is  not 
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the  other  night  I  Uiouj^t  I  detected  a 
note  of  indifference  to  the  Coloniea,  aaid 
the  trade  of  cm  Colonies  can  take  care  of 
itself,  and  we  most  (dissociate  onraelTeB 
from  any  idea  of  Colonial  preference. 
I  differ  from  the  right  hon.  Gkoitleman  in 
ioio  on  this  point.  We  often  hear  that 
no  offer  has  been  made  to  us  by  the 
Colonies,  that  there  is  no  disposition  on 
their  part  to  meet  us.  No  dupoeitiaito 
meet  ns  %  Why,  abeady  they  voluntarily 
give  us  a  pteferenoe,  stHne  of  33  per  cent, 
others  of  26  per  cent,  and  so  w,  over 
foreign  countries.  And  have  we  not  had 
a  note  of  warning  of  the  very  first  im- 
portance upon  this  point  ?  Let  me  read 
a  passage  from  the  "  Summary  of  Pro- 
ceedings "  of  the  Conference  between  the 
Colonial  Secretuy  and  the  Ctdonial 
Ministers  in  1902— 

"The  Ccdcnial  Uinuten  stated  ttiat  if 
tiiey   omild  be   sflstized  that  Uie  Imperial 

GoTemment  .  .  .  would  grant  to  the 
food  products  of  Oumda  in  the  United 
Kingdom  exemption  from  duties  now 
levied  or  hereafter  impoeed,  they  woold  be 
prepared  to  go  further  into  the  subject,  and 
endeavour  to  give  to  the  Britaah  manafaotorer 
Bome  inoreaaed  advantage  over  his  foreign 
competitors  in  the  markets  of  Canada.  .  .  . 
Veanwhile  ^ey  determined  to  present  to  the 
Conference  a  Besdution  affirming  the  prinoi]^ 
of  preferential  trade  and  the  desirability  of  its 
adoption  by  the  Colonies,  also  ezpreesing  the 
opinion  that  the  Oovemment  shoald  reciprocate 
by  granting  preferential  terms  to  the  prodnets 
of  the  Colonies  in  tiw  markets  of  the  motiiv 
country ." 

Then  they  concluded  witii  this  very 
significant  warning — 

**  If,  after  using  every  effort  to  bring  about  such 
a  readjustment  of  tiie  fiscal  policy  of  the  Empire, 
the  Cuadian  GoTflmmeat  shoud  find  Uiat 
principle  of  preferential  trade  is  not  acceptable 
to  the  moner  country  generally,  or  to  the 
Colonies,  then  Oanada  should  be  free  to  take 
such  action  as  might  be  deemed  neeeosaiy  in 
the  presence  of  such  conditions.  '* 

Surely  that  statement  should  do  some- 
thing to  dispel  the  illuums  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bristol — and  what  is  the  only 
inference  we  can  draw  from  it?  Why, 
that  wo  cannot  stand  still.  We  must  go 
forward,  or  else  we  shall  go  back ;  and, 
if  we  are  to  go  forward,  where  else  have 
we  to  look  to  but  to  our  Colonies  ? 
What  is  the  objection  to  this  pro- 
posal ?  Excepting  that  it  may 
lead  to  difficulties  with  the  Colonies 
instead  of  to  increased  advantages,  I 
have  not  heard  what  seems  to  me 
to   be  a    single  reasonable  objection 
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urged  against  it.  Let  me  say  why  1 
tlmik  the  balanoe  of  aignmeat  is  dis- 
tinctly in  favour  <rf  the  pn^Kwal.  Tken 
are  Members  present  who  have  had  some 

experience  of  the  Colonies.  I  would  ask 
them  is  there  anyone  who  has  had  the 
same  experience,  or  is  so  universally  reo(^ 
nised  as  the  best  Colonial  Secretary  we 
have  ever  bad,  as  the  ri{^t  hon.  Gentle- 
mau  the  lumber  for  West  Birmingham  t 
When  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  or  the  Leader  of  Ae 
Oppoeitum,  or  any  other  distinguisW 
Member  opposite  tells  me  that  the  Oolo- 
nies  will  not  do  this,  that,  or  tiie  other; 
that  you  cannot  successfully  negotiate 
with  them ;  that  this  policy,  if  trwd.  will 
end  only  in  raising  greater  difficoltaes  thin 
exist  at  present— my  answer  to  tfaem  «k 
and  all  is  tiiat  the  man  who  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  best  Colonial  Secretaiy 
we  have  ever  had  takes  the  opposite 
opinion,  and  if  I  have  to  ohooee  between 
two  conflicting  opinions  I  prefer  his 
opinion  to  theirs.  One  objedaon  is 
that  this  policy  cannot  be  earned  ost 
without  some  duties  on  food.  Everybody 
knows  how  trifling  &e  duties  whiob  have 
been  proposed  are. 

*SiB  GHABLBS  DILEB  (CHoooester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean)  :  At  present. 

*Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  do  not  know  what 
reason  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  for 
doubting  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (or 
West  Birmingham  when  he  distinctly 
states  that  any  duties  he  imposes  will  n(^ 
be  high  duties — ^that  they  are  to  be  kiw 
duties,  not  exceeding  2s.  a  quarter  od 
com. 

*3iB  CHARLES  DILKE :  Is  it  not  a 
matter  of  certainty  that  they  will  have  to 
be  increased  to  carry  out  their  object  f 

*Mr.CHAPIJN:  That  is  precisely  one 
of  those  differences  of  opinion  between  the 
ex-Colonial  Secretary  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  in  which  I  prefer  the  opinion  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  It  is  often  stated 
that  the  policy  will  raise  the 
price  of  living.  I  deny  it  ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  I  affirm — and  I  am 
prepared  to  argue  and  demonstrate 
before  any  audience  in  the  world — that 
if  this  proposal  is  result 
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in  aotoally  ndQ<»iig  the  cost  ol  liTing, 
instead  of  increasing,  to  the  poor.  And 
who  are  the  people  who  object  to  the 
proposal  of  a  Ss.  duty  on  com  ?  Some 
gentlemen,  I  regret  to  say,  on  my  own 
side  have  even  left  the  OoTemment 
in  oonseqnence  of  it,  and  yet,  one  and 
all  are  men  who,  only  two  years  ago  not 
merely  voted  for,  bat  moet  energetioally 
sappittted  and  defended  the  imposition  of 
a  similar  duty  upon  food,  the  only  dis- 
tinetion  being  that  in  one  case  it  would 
have  increased  the  coat  of  the  loaf  by 
something  less  than  half  a  farthing,  while 
in  this  case  it  would  increase  the  cost  by 
something  less  than  a  whole  farthing. 
Lrad  GoBchen,  (me  of  the  keenest  oppon- 
ents of  this  proposal,  defended  the 
imposition  of  tiie  shilling  duty,  with  oon- 
sommate  ability  in.  the  House  of  Lords, 
tiadt  in  the  course  of  an  admirable  speech, 
he  maintained  at  that  time  that — 

If  the  dntf  had  bem  2s.  tlie  bates  would 
hsTO  hesitated  to  r^se  the  price  ai  bread." 

It  is  upon  this  trifling  charge,  this  im- 
peioeptible  distinction,  that  some  of  my 
oldest  and  best  friends,  for  whom  I 
entertain  the  deepest  reoard,  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  leave  the 
Qovemment  ol  the  Party  with  which 
they  have  been  associated  all  their  lives. 
And  now,  we  know  from  experience  that 
the  duty  imposed  two  years  ago  did  not 
aSect  the  price  of  bread  in  the  slightest 
degree  ["  Oh!"]— Well,  if  you  do  not 
beOeve  me,  let  me  read  on  this  point 
a  statement  made  by  a  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  who  has  been  adopted  as 
ihe  Labour  candidate  for  one  of  the 
^visions  of  Manchester.  This  statement 
was  made  on  the  morning  before  his 
adoption — 

He  might  say  that  vhen  the  duty  of  Is. 
ma  pat  on  a  few  years  ago  the  workers  did 
not  pay  the  la.  It  had  been  hia  duty  to 
asoeiiam  ths  prioe  of  bread,  and  he  had  visited 
shops  in  Hulme  and  Salford  for  that  purpose  on 
the  1st  of  the  month,  the  results  of  which  visit 
be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  AH  the  time  the 
registration  duty  was  on  the  price  of  bread,  so 
far  as  l&uichester  wae  ooncwned,  did  not  vary 
in  the  slightest  degree." 

li,  therefore,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  objection  on  the  score  of  food, 
what  is  there  that  remains  1  There 
is  absolutely  nothing  so  far  as  I 
know  except  some  minor  objections 
urged  by  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  tiie 


Member  for  Bristol,  in  wbidi  he  puts  to 

me  some  questions ;  one  of  them  was — 

"  How  will  yon  be  able  to  resist  the  demand 
for  an  iaorease  in  Uie  dapy  howerer  small  they 
are  at  first?" 

And  he  quoted  ol^er  oounlxies,  like 
Germany  and  France,  where  they  began 
with  duties  of  Is.  and  then  2s.,  which  ^ 
have  now  risen  to  12s.  But  surely  the 
answer  is  complete.  It  can  never  be. 
raised  except  by  the  will  of  the  voters 
themselves,  and  there  is  all  the  difference 
in  t^e  world  between  the  conditions  of 
the  two  countries,  and  of  1^  voters  in 
France  and  Germany  and  t^e  conditions 
of  our  own  country  of  the  voters  here. 
This  argument  has  been  raised  over 
and  over  again  in  the  country,  and 
it  has  been  used  by  men  who  ought 
to  have  known  better.  It  is  not 
conceivable  that  they  axe  not  aware 
of  tiie  reply  to  it.  A  vast  number  of 
voters  in  Frarce  are  peasants  owning 
little  farms,  they  prasess  an  enormous 
political  influence,  and  it  is  bscause 
they  wish  it  and  desire  it  that  those 
duties  have  been  raised  and  are  main- 
tained as  they  are.  But  the  position  in 
those  countries  is  exactly  the  opposite  of 
what  it  is  with  us.  Here  t^e  great 
majority  of  the  people  own  no  land  at 
all.  Their  first  requirement  here  is 
a  cheap  and  abundant  supply  of  food, 
and  they  have  the  power,  which  they  use, 
and  they  Always  will  be  able  to  enforce 
it.  The  same  thing  holds  good  in  Germany, 
though  not  precisely  to  the  same  extent ; 
and  in  Germany  there  is  another  reason 
in  addition — she  has  an  enonnous 
military  frontier  to  defend.  At  any 
moment  it  is  conceivable  that  Germany 
may  be  involved  in  war  with  some  of  her 
neighbours,  and  then  instantly  all  the  food 
which  comes  across  her  frontiers  would 
be  stopped ;  and  therefore  it  ts  a 
matter  of  absolute  military  necessity 
that  she  should  grow  the  main  portion 
of  her  own  food  supply.  But  none  of 
tiiose  conditions  attach  to  us  and  it  is  the 
most  futile  ai^piment  to  say  that  because 
duties  in  France  and  Germany  began 
at  Is.  and  went  up  to  128.  that  it  is 
inevitable  that  the  same  thing  would 
happen  in  this  country.  Then  my  right 
hon.  friend  says  that  I  maintain  that 
these  duties  will  not  raise  the  price  of 
wheat,  or  the  cost  of  Uving,  and  yet  I 
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tell  the  fonnera  they  will  be  of  help  to 

them.  The  statement  is  not  altogether 
accurate,  for  I  never  said  they  would  not 
raise  prices.  What  I  did  say  was  that 
the  duties  on  com  would  not  raise  the 
price  of  bread.  The  other  duties  might 
raise  the  price  of  food  to  a  vei-y  trifling 
extent.  Although  they  will  not  raise 
the  price  of  bread,  the  duties  upon 
corn  will  be,  small  though  they  are,  I 
believe,  some  advantage  and  some  help 
to  the  farmer. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me 
if  colonial  preference  is  to  be  limited 
to  food  or  is  it  also  to  be  extended  to 
mimufactures.  The  answer  to  that  has 
been  stated  over  and  over  again  by  the  ex- 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  says  it  is  impos- 
sible to  lay  down  the  precise  details  of  any 
arrangement  for  colonial  preference  with 
regard  to  manufactures  until  a  mandate 
has  been  given  by  the  country  and 
until  either  he  or  others  are  in  a 
position  to  begin  the  negotiations.  Hy 
right  hon.  friend  said — 

"  But  if  thednties  will  not  nuse  pncee,will  the 
Hraaber  for  Sleaford  tell  me  way  maize  and 
bacon  are  excluded  T  " 

Aa  regards  bacon,  I  have  never  said  that 
the  price  of  meat  may  not  be  to  a 
trifling  extent  raised;  and  in  reply  to 
his  question  upon  maize,  1  will  answer 
it  by  asking  him  another.  Why  did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  draw  a 
distinction  between  the  Is.  df  ty  on  flour 
and  maize?  The  duty  on  maize  was 
made  less  than  the  duty  on  wheat  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  when  he 
imposed  the  Is.  duty  in  the  first  instance, 
and  it  is  for  the  same  rea.^on,  I  believe, 
that  maize  is  excluded  now.  But 
all  these  things  are  details  and  are 
lost  in  iJie  great  {ninciple  which  is 
before  us,  and  upon  that  my 
mind  is  absolutely  made  up.  When  my 
right  hon.  friend  asks  me  and  others,  as 
he  did  the  other  night  from  that  place,  to 
abandon  and  give  up  the  policy  'which 
we  have  been  advocating  in  the  country, 
little  does  he  know  the  character  of  the 
man  or  those  who  support  him  if  he 
thinks  or  believes  we  would  ever  enter- 
tain that  notion  for  a  m(nnent.  I  oppose 
the  Amendment  for  the  reasons  I  have 
given  already,  and  I  support  the  Govern- 
ment because  their  policy,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  is  good.  But  above  all  I  support 
the  views  which  I  advocate  to-night 
Mt.  Chaplin. 


because  I  believe  them  to  be  absolute 

ueoessary  in  the  futura  interests  of  the 
country,  and  above  all  in  Uie  interests  of 
the  workers  who  depend  upon  em- 
ployment, and  because  I  believe 
them  to  be  right.  I  support  them 
because  I  not  only  believe,  but  I  know— I 
am  not  apeakiiig  now  of  the  House  of 
Commons — I  know  they  represent  the 
feelii^  of  that  great  Party  in  the  ooonby 
with  which  for  all  my  life  I  have  been  con- 
nected, and,  sooner  or  later,  I  am  abso- 
lutely persuaded  and  convinced  that  they 
will  ultimate^  tritunph  and  prevail. 

Mr.  BRTCE  (Aberdeen.  S.) :  I  have 
listened  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to 
the  very  able  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sleaford,  and  I 
hope  he  will  not  think  me  disrespectful  if 

1 1  do  not  follow  him  through  the  argu* 
ments  and  figures  which  he  has  plamd 
before  the  House.  They  are  notnew'tons^ 

j  for  they  have  frequently  been  brought 

'  before  the  country  during  the  autumn 

I  campaign  and  I  think  I  may  say  they 
have  been  answered.    [Cries  of  *'  No, 

j  No !"]  I  will  confine  myself  to  traversmg 
one  or  two  statements  he  made  with 
regard  to  the  growth  of  the  German  iron 
and  steel  industry  as  compared  with  our 
own.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  attii- 

I  buted  the  growth  of  Germany  Industrie 
prosperity  to  Bismarckian  protectionism 
of  1879.  Is  he  not  aware  that  industrial 
prosperity  advanced  more  rapidly  under 

'  the  lower  duties  of  many  years  ago  than 

j  during  the  time  of  Bismanik  f 

Mb.  CHAPLIN:  My  impression  is 
that  a  great  increase  to^E  place  in  later 
years. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  That  increase  occurred 
I  after  the  tariffs  were  lowered.  Exports 
of  iron  and  steel  during  the  last  three 
I  years    have    risen   20  per    cent,  in 
,  England,  whereas  the  imports  have  been 
almost  stationary,  and  the  same  argument 
af^plies  to  the  wooUen  trade.  Theie 
again  there  has  been  an  increase  in  siHbe 
of  the  statements  to  the  wmtrary  whioh 
have  so  often  been  made.  The  right  h<n. 
Gentleman  quoted  the  dictum  of  Mr. 
Gladstone  to  the  effect  that  if  protection 
is  g^ven  to  any  mannfaoturinp  indastriss 
it  most  also  be  given^  agnooltare.  I 
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agree  that  yon  cannot  protect  the  manu- 
laotormg  indusides  without  doing  some- 
thing for  the  oldest  and  still  the  greatest 
of  all  our  industries.  A  2s.  duty  on  corn 
has  been  mentimied,  but  I  have  heard 
membeie  of  the  protectionistparty  say  that 
not  leas  than  IQs.,  15s.,  or  20s.  a  quarter 
would  be  of  any  substantial  use  to  the 
farmeis  of  this  country.  Will  the  tight 
hon.  Gentleman  ivrause  tiiat  he  will 
never  askns  for  more  than  a  2s.  duty  on 
com!  Is  that  the  utmost  limit  of  his 
desires?  I  believe  that  2s.  would  only 
be  the  beginning  and  it  would  gradually 
mount  higher  and  higher. 

It  is  a  very  significant  fact  in  this  debate 
that  nearly  all  tiie  speeches  in  sapport  of 
the  Qoveznment  have  come  frwn  tiie 
protectitmist  Members  fA  tliia  House. 
The  subject  is  very  lai^e  and  important, 
so  large  that  if  it  were  not  lor  the 
exigencies  of  other  public  business  we 
might  go  on  discussing  it — even  if  the 
discussion  were  confined  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  where  such  difference 
of  opinion  exists— -for  another  fortnight 
or  three  weeks.  But  I  think  there  is 
another  snbject  very  interesting  in  the 
debate  besides  the  great  question  of 
jvoteotion  and  free  trade.  It  has  been  a 
debate  lately  devoted  to  a  search  for, 
and  inquiry  into,  the  policy  of  His 
Hajesty^s  Government.  That  is  what 
we  are  largely  engaged  in  endeavour- 
ing to  discover.  It  is  ^  not  an 
easy  question.  Their  policy  is  an  evauve 
and  ^usive  policy,  and  when  it  has  been 
discovered,  as  some  of  us  hope  we  have 
discovered  it,  it  turns  out  to  be  a  very 
small  policy,  infinitesimal  in  quantity. 
The  policy  represents  a  particle  of 
radium  ahnost  invisibly  small,  but  it 
does  not  resemble  radium  in  this  respect 
— it  is  by  no  means  luminous.  We  ^ve 
had  three  speeches  from  the  Oovemment. 
The  first  was  that  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
There  is  no  more  clear  thinker  in  the 
House  than  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  no  one  better  able  to  ex- 
press  what  his  opinions  are.  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  one 
whose  statements  with  regard  to  his  own 
opinions  we  may  except  with  more  un- 
qualified confidence.  His  speech  was  an 
encouragement  to  those  of  us  who  desire 
to  see  the  Government  come  down 
on  the    free-teade    side,  bnt  it  was 


by  no  means  a  complete  deliverance, 
because  I  noticed  that  he  said  he  was  him- 
self not  in  favour  of  protection  for  Great 
Britain.  He  was  careful  to  say  that  he 
was  speaking  only  for  himself  and  not  f<» 
the  Qovemmeat,  and  he  went  so  far  as 
to  say  that,  although  he  was  not  psison- 
ally  m  favcNir  of  colonial  preference,  he 
hoped  tike  time  would  arrive  when  the 
country  would  be  in  favour  of  colonial 
preference.  That  was  an  alarming 
deUverance  to  those  who  think  a  weh  is 
very  apt  to  find  expression  in  means  being 
taken  to  oarry  it  out.  When  my  right 
hon.  friend  calling  himself  a  free-trader 
says  that,  I  be^  to  fear  that  he  and 
those  who  act  with  him  will  endeavour  to 
accelerate  the  anriviU  tiie  period.  The 
second  speech  was  that  <rf  the  Parliamukt- 
ary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  It 
was  justsuchaspeech  as  might  be  delivered 
to  tiie  Tariff  Reform  League.  The  third 
speech  was  that  of  tlw  ri^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  tlu  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  It  was  a  very  brilliant 
effort  because  the  right  hon.  Oeoitleman. 
if  he  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  succeeded 
in  attaming  what  is  one  of  the  rarest 
attitudes  of  an  expert  Parliamentarian. 
He  made  a  speech  and  said  nothing.  We 
were  really  no  wiser  as  to  the  policy  and 
intentions  of  the  Government  after  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  sat  down.  I  can 
only  suppose  that  he  thought  it  the  best 
way.  For  ^  hon.  Gentl^nan  said  too 
much  in  Wiltshire  and  too  little  at  West- 
minster. H  this  is  the  attitode  in  whioh 
we  are  still  left  with  regard  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government,  we  may 
properly  look  at  what  are  tiie  broad  faots 
of  the  case. 

Now,  what  is  the  attitude  of  the 
Prime  Minister?  The  Prime  Minister 
said  at  Sheffield  that  what  we 
wanted  was  a  fundamental  revezsid  of 
the  free-trade  policy  of  tUs  countey.  He 
has  allowed  his  free-trade  colleagues  to 
go  out  of  the  Cabinet.  Why  did  he  allow 
uiem  to  go  out  ?  We  know  from  their 
deliverances  that  it  was  not  on  the  policy 
of  retaliation  they  left  the  Government. 
Then  we  had  a  signifioant  deUverance  by 
tJie  Prime  Minister  at  Manchester.  He 
put  forward  that  his  main  duty  in  Uie 
present  crisis  was  to  Inep  his  Party  to- 
getJier.  He  seemed  to  forget  for  the 
moment  that  he  was  Prime  Minister 
of    this  country  and    to  remember 
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cofy  that  he  wM  leader  <A  the 
ConserratiTe  Party.  I  think  tliat  is 
hardly  a  proper  attitude  for  a  Prime 
Minister.  He  ought  to  feel  his  dnty  to 
the  nation  as  well  as  his  Party.  He  con- 
veyed the  impression  tiiathe  was  thinking 
at  this  crisis  not  of  what  was  best  for 
the  nation,  not  of  the  duty  of  the 
QoTenunent  to  lay  their  polioy  before 
the  nati(m,  but  his  duty  at  all  hazards 
to  keep  the  Gonserrative  Puty  together. 
What  conclusion  does  one  draw  from  such 
a  deliverance  t  That  he  will  take  the  course 
that  seems  best  calculated  to  keep  his 
Party  together,  that  he  will  watch  bow 
the  Party  is  going,  and  that  he  will 
endeavour  to  ride  in  the  direction  that  the 
Party  is  going,  so  that  the  unity  of  the 
Party  may  be  maintained.  What  was 
the  attitude  of  the  Conservative  Party  ? 
When  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the 
Bfember  for  West  Birmingham  launched 
his  scheme  it  contained  four  items 
—  colonial  preference,  food  tax, 
retaliation,  and  the  10  per  cert,  duty  on 
manufactured  goods — the  last  of  which 
came  a  little  after  t^e  others.  What 
the  country  has  seen  in  the  discussion 
during  the  whole  of  last  autumn  was 
that  the  food  tax  is  not  wanted  except 
by  the  land-owning  interest ;  that  colonial 
preference  has  been  coldly  received  and 
would  not  succeed  if  it  had  not  been 
mixed  up  with  reteliation;  retaliation 
had  been  better  received  than  colonial 
foeference,  but  standing  by  itself  it  would 
not  excite  any  enthusiasm  at  all.  That 
which  has  excited  enthuuasm  has  been 
the  proposal  of  protection  for  manufac- 
tured goods,  only  qualified  by  the  wish 
and  the  hope  that  it  was  higher  than  the 
10  per  cent,  now  suggested.  Now,  the 
real  issue  before  the  country  is  not 
retaliation.  It  is  whether  we  are  to 
have  retaliation  as  defined  by  the  right 
htm.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Mrmii^ham  or  free  trade.  The  real 
force  behind  l^e  whole  agitation  is 
protecti<m.  That  was  said  with  perfect 
candour  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Sleaford.  We  were  told 
yesterday  by  a  leading  Member  of  the 
Omservative  Party  that  in  the  country 
those  who  refused  to  follow  in  that 
direction  were  being  ostracised  and 
boycotted.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  said  that  the  10  per 
cent,  was  proposed  because  it  would 
M  r.  Bryce. 


bring  in  revenue.  Is  it  because  it  would 
bring  in  revenue  that  it  is  aoolaimed 
by  those  mannfactorers  on  the  mock 

Royal  Commission,  and  who  are  sitting 
now  to  say  how  it  should  be  imposed! 
Surely  we  all  know  and  feel  that  the  real 
force  and  interest  of  the  manufacturers  who 
are  supportix^  the  movement  is  in  ordo* 
that  tbey  may  make  gain  by  this  tariff. 
It  may  be  proper  gain,  that  I  do  not  dis- 
cuss. We  cannot  possibly  ignore  tiw 
motive  behind  the  movement.  What  is 
perhaps  still  more  conclusive  proof  of  the 
phenomena  is  that  nearly  all  the  can- 
didates standing  in  support  of  the 
Government  are  protectionist  candidates, 
and  that  in  the  course  of  their  candida- 
ture they  natiow  down  the  programme 
wit&  which  they  begin. 

What  is  the  conclusion  we  may 
reasonably  draw  from  the  attitude 
of  the  Goveroment  and  their  Party  t 
I  venture  to  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  hardly  dealt  with  by  some 
of  their  own  supporters  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  in  the  vivacious  and  interesting 
speech  he  gave  us  yesterday  attributed 
to  them  deliberately  dark  designs.  I 
think  he  could  not  overrate  the  craft  of 
the  Government,  but  he  underrates  its 
weakness.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be 
out  of  deliberate  purpose  to  beguile  their 
supporters  or  the  country,  but  out  of 
mere  hesitation,  that  they  are  adopting 
this  doubtful  attitude  which  baffles  the 
desire  to  find  out  what  they  mean. 
They  are  playing  a  sort  of  see- 
saw between  free  trade  and  protection, 
but  if  we  look  at  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  and  if  we  see  what 
is  happening  in  their  Party,  we  may  feel 
certain  that  if  the  reins  are  held  so 
loosely  as  this  the  horse  will  run  away 
with  the  driver.  I  cannot  doubt,  when  I 
see  how  strong  the  passion  of  protecti<m 
is,  that  unless  there  is  a  fundamental 
reversal  of  the  poUcy  of  facing  both  ways 
which  has  distinguished  the  Government 
during  the  last  six  months  they  will  be 
swept,  whether  they  will  or  not,  into  a 
purely  protectionist  Party.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  said  the 
Government  would  fight  for  free  trade. 
It  is  a  very  feeble  kind  of  flighting  that 
they  have  done  so  far,  and  I  hope  ^at  at 
any  rate  when  the  Colonial  Secretary 
speaks  he  will  endeavour  to  clear  up  tivs 
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■darknesi  of  the  position.  My  right  hon. 
Irieod  the  Hembei  for  Cambridge 
UiuTetsity  adced  some  queBtitms,  bat 
neither  tiie  Oolonul  Seeretaiy,  lua  any 

Member  on  the  Treasury  B^ioh  rose  to 
Answer.  I  hope  he  will  answer  them 
now.  It  IB  sorely  not  neoessary  that  we 
should  wait  for  the  return  of  the  Prime 
Hiniater  to  have  an  answer.  These  are 
not  matters  of  Parliamentary  tactics, 
Irat  questions  on  which  the  mind  of  the 
Oorenunent  must  have  been  constantly 
&ed  for  the  last  six  months,  and  on 
which  we  must  presume  that  they  have 
a  policy  which  every  one  of  them  knows. 
May  I  repeat  them  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  perhaps  he  will  permit  me, 
tiie  first  time  I  have  thepleasureof  address- 
ing him,  to  offer  him  the  coDgratulations 
<i  many  friends  on  this  side  oE  the  House 
<m  the  post  he  has  attained  in  His 
Majesty's  Qovemment.  Hay  I  venture 
to  ask  him — Will  the  Qovemment  not 
merely  fight  as  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  says  for  free  trade, 
but  [will  they  fight  against  protection  ? 
Will  they  fight  against  protection  by 
cepudiating  protectiomst  candidates, 
where  auoh  candidates  standi  Will 
they  cease  sending  lettm  of  encourage- 
ment to  protectitmifft  candidates  ?  Will 
tiiey  cease  to  give  aid  and  cmnfort  to 
^e  protectionist  Party?  Will  they 
declare  themselves  opposed  in  principle 
to  colonial  preference  which  necessarily 
involves  the  taxation  of  food?  I  will 
endeavour,  if  my  right  hon.  friend  doubts 
that,  to  show  that  colonial  preference 
involves  the  taxation  of  food  ?  These  are 
p<nnts  cm  which  we  are  really  entitled  to 
have  stane  answer  from  the  G-ovemment, 
because  without  any  answer  we  do  not 
know  in  what  direction  to  turn.  Everyone 
of  us  on  these  Benches  desires  to  support 
the  Government  against  their  opponents, 
iollowers  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  The 
Oovemment  say  that  protection  or  pre' 
ierence  will  not  be  in  view  at  the  next 
election.  But  will  the  Government  tell 
us  what  will  be  in  view  at  a  more  distant 
period  ?  What  gain  is  it  to  us  to 
know  that  when  the  Oovemment  go  to 
the  next  election  they  will  be  against 
protection  and  preference  and  only  in 
lavoor  of  retaliation,  if  we  also  know 
that  the  great  bulk  of  their  supporters 


are  in  favour  of  both.  Surely  the  Govern- 
ment have  had  sufficient  time  to  consider 
this  question  to  tell  us  what  they  think 
of  the  [sotectionist  policy,  and  what  is  to 
be  for  tiie  good  M  t^e  country  in  the 
future  bey<md  the  next  general  electim  1 
Let  me  come  for  a  few  moments 
to  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject  of 
retaliation.  Surely  the  argument  for  re- 
taUation  is  the  very  thinnest  that  was 
ever  presented  to  the  nation.  It  is  the 
very  smallest  and  frailest  barque  which 
can  carry  the  fortunes  of  a  Government. 
What  does  it  amount  to?  The  idea  is 
that  we  are  to  secure  a  fairer  treatment 
for  our  exports  by  imposing,  or  threaten- 
ing to  impose,  import  duties  on  the 
goods  of  countries  which  have  tariffs 
against  ourselves.  Of  course,  we  can 
imagine  a  case  in  which  retaliation 
might  be  profitable.  I  suppose  the 
most  orthodox  economists  have  ad- 
mitted that  there  might  be  a  country 
to  which  protection  might  be  profitable. 
So  we  can  imagine  a  case  in  which 
retaliation  might  be  a  proper  remedy. 
But  does  any  case  exist  now  ?  Will  the 
Government  give  us  a  case,  for  it  is  only 
in  that  way  that  we  can  test  whether 
retaliation  can  be  imposed.  There  is  a 
maxim  that  deceit  lurks  in  geperalities , 
and  I  do  think  that  there  is  a  good  de^ 
that  leads  to  confusion  and  difficulty  in 
those  general  statements  in  which  the 
Government  deal.  They  never  give  us  a 
concrete  case.  What  is  it  that  they  have 
in  their  mind?  We  are  told  that  if  a 
case  of  outrageous  unfaimess  arises  it 
may  properly  be  dealt  with  by  retaliatory 
duties.  But  what  is  outrageous  imd  un- 
fair? We  are  apt  to  talk  as  if  foreign 
tariffs  are  imposed  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  injuring  British  trade.  Is  that 
true  ?  Foreign  tariffs  are  imposed  for  the 
purpose  of  benefiting  foreign  manufac- 
tures. We  are  fiee*traders  because  we 
believe  that  that  policy  is  for  our  own 
interest;  &r>d  it  is  not  to  injure  manu- 
facturers abroad  that  the  duties  are  put 
on  in  (Jermany  and  the  United  States. 
If  you  say  that  if  a  tariff  ia  so  drawn 
and  framed  that  it  hits  British  goods, 
that  it  is  outrageous  and  unfair,  and  that 
that  is  the  test.  In  that  case  what 
do  you  say  to  the  Colonies  1  There  are 
no  tariffs  which  have  been  dxswn  more 
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olearly  in  the  view  that  the  oompetitioa 
of  the  colonial  manafactoieTS  is  a  compe- 
tition with  the  British  manufactuiea.  And 
yet  we  all  know  that  they  are  not  drawn 
in  a  spirit  of  unfrieodiineBS  to  us.  The 
Colonies  draw  their  tariffs  in  order  to 
benefit  their  own  people.    There  must  be 
a  strong  oaae  in  order  to  show  that  there 
is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments to  benefit  foreign  manufactures 
with  an  unfriendly  and  hostile  feeling 
against  us.   The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  says  that  the  Government  wants 
the  power  to  impose  retaliatory  duties 
agaijist  foreign  countries  who  luive  high 
tariffs.    But  have  they  not  got  that  al- 
ready.   There  is  nothing  to  pteventthem 
coming  down  to  the  Ebuse  voA  proposing 
duties  which  would  induce  f  oreij^  Qovem- 
ments  to  reduce  their  tariffs.    I  do  not 
understand  why  this  proposal  requires  a 
tremendous  reversal  of  our  existing  policy. 
I  believe  that  there  is  a  statute  that 
expressly  provides  for  that,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  our  Comtitutional  usage  to 
prevent  it.  It  is  quite  true  that  Sir  Robert 
Feel  said  that  he  had  tried  retaliation  and 
gave  it  up.  In  that  famous  delivwance 
of  his  which  marked  the  turning  point  in 
our  commercial  fiscal  policy,  he  declared 
that  it  was  only  after  repeated  efforts  to 
adopt  the  policy  of  retaliation  that  he 
had  been  obli^^  to  give  it  up  in  despair. 
There  ia  nothing  to  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment adopting  a  retaliatory  polity,  but 
they  must  |^ve  us  a  oonorete  case, 
showing  the  benefit  that  would  follow. 
They  cannot  assume  that  they  should 
be  granted   general  powers,  by  which 
atone  they   could  impose  retaliatory 
tariffs.    I  say   that   no  Government 
should  come  before  Parliament  and  ask 
that  they  should  be  allowed,  without 
appnaching  the  House  of  Commons,  to  ask 
authority  to  impose  retaliatory  duties  or 
to  alter  existing  dnties  up  or  dowm.  That 
would   be   to   inflict   an    injury  on 
private  interests.     Our  manufacturers 
are  entitled  to  submit  to  Parliament  a 
case  of  injury  done  to  them  by  foreign 
tariffs,  and  it  is  impossible   that  t^e 
Qovernment  should  have  the  power  to 
impose  retaliatory  duties  on  foreign  goods 
witiiout  that  information  before  them. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
unfortunate  in  his  statement  of  this  part 
of  the  case  of  the  Government.    I  cannot 
gather  whether  he  contemplated  that 

Mr.  Bryee. 


there  was  any  case  in  which  the  Qovern- 
ment desired  to  act  without  having  fittfc 
the  authcnity  of  Puliament;  and  I  wish: 
he  would  clsar  that  point  up.  It  is  a 
thing  on  which  the  Government  must  be 
informed  before  the  general  electim, 
and  I  do  not  see  why  Parliament  ahoiUd 
not  be  informed  of  it  now. 

Let  me  take  a  conocete  oase,  in  ocder 
to  show  the  diffionll^  of  the  poution. 
There  is  no  country  whose  import  dntiea, 
whose  high  tariff,  injures  our  trade  somnok 
as  the  United  States.  Of  course,  tite  Rus- 
sian tariff  is  higher,  but  the  United  States 
is  a  muoh  bigger  market.   It  would  be 
absurd  to  retaliate  against  any  ooonby  if 
not  gainst  t^e  Uuted  States.   Bat  oa. 
t^eir  own  ahowii^  Govemmint 
could  not  retaliate  against  food  fnnn  tl» 
United  States;  and  they  could  not  re- 
taliate against  raw  material  either.  What 
remains  1    Only  manufactured  artiolee. 
But  the  manufactures  we  import  from  the 
United  States  are  valued  at  £20,000,000, 
and  more  than  one  half  of  these  are  eitlur 
practically  raw  materials  or  half -manu- 
factured goods,  so  tlut  there  is  only 
£8,000,000  or  £10,000,000  worth  of  goods 
which  it  would  be  possible  to  attack.  Do- 
you  suppose  that  retaliation  on  a  trifle  of 
that  kind  would  injure  the  United  States  ? 
The  United  States,  with  its  great  h<nne 
market,  would  not  care  for  almost  any 
duty  you  would  impose.   She  would  rely 
on  her  hnne  market,  and  her  manufao- 
turers.  who  are  exceeding  powerful,  would 
not  aUow  theit  proteotive  system  to  be 
broken  down  by  a  petty  thing  of  Aat 
sort.  Therefore,  you  oahnot  hope  to  re- 
taliate on  their  manufooturea.    And  the 
case  of  the  United  States  applies  i 
fortiori  to  every  other  kind  of  retalia- 
tion.     The    praotioal    objection  to 
retaliation  is  that  it  must  be  either  one 
two  tilings.   It  must  be  either  a 
mere  tikreat,  not  intended  to  be  followed 
up  by  tJie  imposition  of  duties.    But  if 
a  mere  threat,  then  it  is  a  game  of  blnfi, 
and  the  game  of  bluff  is  not  creditable 
to  a  great  country.    We  have  had  enon^ 
of  bluff  already,  and  it  was  not  successfa  1 
witii  a  small  country.   But  on  the  other 
hand,  if  intoaded  to  be  carried  out 
seriously,  see  what  the  cost  of  putting  on 
the  retidiatory  duties  would  be.   In  tiie 
first  place  you  would  have  a  tariff  war, 
and  in  that  war  the  duties  of  the  fonign 
oountry  would  be  raised  against  you. 
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Trade  would  sufEer,  and  the  diveision  of 
trade  from  ita  accustomed  channels  would 
entail  a  very  heavy  loss.  That  was  the 
experience  of  Germany  and  Russia,  and 
the  experience  of  the  tariff  war  between 
France  and  Italy  proved  that  there  was 
not  only  a  direct  loss  to  teule>  but  tiiat 
the  trade  did  not  oome  back  to  ite  old 
channels.  In  neither  case  can  it  be  shown 
that  trade  was  substantially  benefited  as 
the  result  of  tiie  tariff  war.  Then  the 
second  result  of  the  imposition  of  retalia- 
tory duties  is  f^at  you  accustom  our  own 
country  to  a  policy  of  protection.  It  sees 
duties  put  on  goods  not  for  the  purposes 
of  revenue,  and  it  familiarises  the  coun- 
try to  the  idea  of  protection.  Not  only 
that,  but  you  stimulate  the  desire  of 
other  trades,  not  so  favoured,  for  protec- 
tion. You  put  on  a  duty  on  a  particular 
class  of  goods,  let  ua  say,  Iron  or  woollen 
goods,and  you  assume  that  that  protection 
is  given  to  that  particular  industry  alone. 
But  other  industries  would  ask  why 
they  should  be  left  out  in  the 
cold,  and  you  would  have  a  particular 
and  growing  pressure  from  these  other 
industries  to  have  the  same  benefit  given 
to  them  Eks  had  been  given  to  the  other 
industries.  And  then,  lastly,  if  the  policy 
of  retaliation  succeeds,  and  if  you  bring 
down  the  duties  against  your  own 
country,  the  natural  course  would  be 
to  take  off  your  own  duties.  But  you 
cannot,  for  you  would  be  met  with  the 
great  difficulty  that  those  who  had  bought 
land,  purchased  machinery,  erected 
works,  and  made  all  preparations  for 
carrying  on  their  business  on  the  basis 
of  ^ese  duties,  would  turn  round  and 
complain  that  you  had  deprived  them  of 
the  benefit  of  the  duties.  That  is  not 
theory,  but  the  experience  of  every  pro- 
tectionist, country  in  the  world.  It  is 
easy  to  impose  protective  duties,  but 
very  difficult  to  take  them  ofE.  The 
appetite  grows  with  the  eating.  By  the 
very  process  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment declares  they  are  fighting  for 
free  trade,  this  conntty  womd  bwome 
protectionist  itself. 

I  notice  that  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  argued 
that  by  putting  a  retaliatory  duty 
on  you  would  prevent  dumping.  I 
thought  I  noticed  a  little  confusion  in  the 
mind  oi  the  right  hon.  Gei^leman. 
DamiHug  is  notdcme  by  foreign  countries 


but  by  privat<>  persons,  and  retaliation, 
will  not  prevent  it  unless  the  duty  be 
hi^  enough  to  keep  the  dumped  goods 
out  altogether.  The  only  way  in  which 
you  can  {vevent  dunging  is  to  dump 
yourselves,  and  t^t  can  only  be  done  by 
making  the  home  consnmer  pay  more  in 
order  that  yon  may  be  able  to  sell  dieop 
abroad.  Therefore,  in  order  that  yon 
may  have  free  trade  in  the  rest  of  the 
world  you  will  cease  to  have  it  your- 
selves. If  you  look  abroad  you  will  find 
that  every  country  which  practises  re- 
taliation is  protectionist.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  irse-trade  country  which  has  tried 
the  policy  of  retaliation.  There  may  be 
some  countries  t^t  have  tried  it.  I 
admit  Holland  is  very  nearly  a  free-trade 
country,  and  there  are  other  countries 
which  have  such  low  tariffs  that  they 
are  nearer  free  trade  than  protection. 
But  it  is  only  the  countries  which  have 
high  tariffs  that  practice  retaliation. 
They  do  it  with  maximum  and  minimnm 
tariffs,  and  to  that  we  shall  also  be  driven. 
It  is  only  by  having  two  tariff  scales  and 
shifting  a  country  from  one  to  the  other 
that  we  can  carry  out  a  policy  of  retalia- 
tion. I  do  not  deny  that  cases  can  be 
imagined  in  which  a  policy  of  retaliation 
may  fairly  be  proposed;  but  I  am  sure 
t^e  House  of  Commons  will  not  trust  that 
power  to  a  protectionist  Govemmant. 
If  we  had  a  Government  in  which  the 
right  hon.  ^ntleman  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol  was  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  in  which  the  President 
of  the  Boa^  of  Trade  retained  his 
present  office,  I  can  imagine  that  the 
House  of  Commons  might  perhaps  allow 
retaliation,  althouj^  even  then  it  would 
be  a  very  dangerous  experiment.  But  I 
am  perfectly  certain  that  with  a  Govern- 
ment such  as  we  have,  which  contains  so 
many  avowed  protectionists,  it  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  for  this  House  to 
permit  retaliation.  We  oppose  retaliation 
not  merely  because  no  case  has  been 
shown  for  it,  not  merely  because  we 
believe  that  a  policy  of  a  tariff  war  is  a 
ruinous  policy,  but  also  because  we  be- 
lieve that  it  would  lead  us  straic^t  to 
protection. 

So  much  has  been  said  on  the  ^neral 
aspect  of  the  question  that  I  will  not 
a^  t^e  House  to  Usten  to  any  more 
figures  (m  the  subject  or  to  any  dis- 
quisitiotts  as  to  thiB  effect^roteotum 
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would  have  on  any  pacticular  trade  or 

.-industry.  But  there  are  one  or  two 
general  aspects  of  the  question  which  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  House  to  consider. 
This  country  having  had  free  imports  for 
two  generatitms  there  is  scarcely  a  man 
amongst  us  who  is  able  to  remember  the 

-old  system.  We  nowadays  can  hardly 
Tealise  how  fortunate  we  have  been. 
You  want  to  live  in  a  protectionist  country 
in  order  to  know  what  are  the  fruits  of  a 
hi^  tarijS.  In  comparing  this  country 
with  countries  which  have  a  high  tariff,  I 
was  struck  by  the  fact  that  the  relation  of 
the  classes  to  each  other  in  this  country 
is  more  friendly  and  more  wholesome 
than  it  is  in  protectionist  countries . 
There  is  less  jealousy,  less  suspicion,  and 
less  of  the  idea  that  one  class  is  making 
pnnfit  at  the  expense  of  another  in  this 

■  country  than  there  is  in  countries  where 
manufacturers  or  agriculturists  are  allowed 
to  enndi  themselves  at  the  e3q>en8e  of  the 
consumer.  I  think  we  should  be  doing 
very  little  service  to  our  politics  and  social 
order  if  we  were  to  give  occasion  for  the 
complaints  and  heartburnings  which 
womd  necessarily  and  naturally  arise 
between  classe-s  d  one  class  thought  its 
interests  were  being  sacrificed  for  the 
benefit  of  another  class.  If  the  price  of 
manufactured  articles  increased  there 
would  be  at  once  a  demand  on  the  part 
of  the  workmen  for  higher  wages.  In 
some  industries  it  is  possible  wages  would 
be  increased,  but  in  other  industries,  less 
directly  concerned  with  production,  and 
above  all  in  unskilled  industry,  wages 
would  not  increase  but  the  cost  <^  Uving 
would  riae;  and,  therefore,  you  would 
put  a  greater  pressure  on  the  poorest 

-  classes  ^  the  community  and  there  would 
be  a  reiterated  demand  for  higher  wages 
in  order  to  enable  the  poor  man  to  meet 
the  increased  cost  of  living.  That  is  to 
say,  you  would  probably  inaugurate  an 
era  of  strife  and  trade  disputes  by  the 
very  fact  that  .the  consumer  would  be 
paying  more  for  the  necessaries  of  life 
without  having  higher  wages.  It  is 
possible  tJiat  there  might  be  a  general  rise 
of  wages  over  the  whole  field  of  labour ; 
but  that  would  take  a  long  time  to  come 
about.  If,  however,  there  was  a  rise  of 
wages  in  the  cotton  industry  it  would 
mean  the  discontinuance  of  our  cotton 

-«xportB  in  some  lines  of  business,  because 
the  cotton  ttade  in  some  ot  its  lines  is 
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conducted  on  such  a  narrow  margin  d 
pr<^t  that  if  tlte  cost  of  production  were 
enhanced  it  would  be  impossible  to  cany 
it  on. 

There  is  another  advantage  wlueh 
any  one  who  visits  a  protectionist  oounti? 
such  as  the  United  States  will  perceive 
that  we  possess  under  our  system  of  fne 
imports.  Any  one  looking  at  the  lega- 
tion of  this  country  would  be  almost  sor 
prised  to  notice  how  small  a  part  of  our 
daily  legislation  affects  the  pecuniai; 
interests  of  individuals.  Very  few  of  ooi 
Acts  of  Parliament  have  the  effect  of  put- 
ting money  into  or  taking  money  out  of 
the  pockets  of  any  individual,  or  taking 
money  or  giving  it  to  any  class  or  trade. 
We  stand  almost  alone  in  that  respect. 
In  a  protectionist  country  a  large  part  of 
the  legislation  is  occupied  in  making 
changes  in  the  tariff  which  operate  to  the 
pecuniary  benefit  of  one  class  or  anothn, 
and  the  greatest  interest  in  legislation  is 
excited  by  that  part  of  the  work  of  the 
Legislature.  In  fact  it  may  be  said  that  the 
Legislature  in  a  protectionist  country  is 
chiefly  occupied  with  tariff  questions.  It  is 
only  now  and  again  that  the  tariff  is  wholly 
changed  but  the  subject  is  never  at 
rest.  Themanufactuiersareanfnganised 
body  and  are  constantly  at  work  convey- 
ing their  view  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  and  to  the  executive  Grovem- 
ment  and  pressing  for  tariff  changes 
which  would  benefit  them.  This  causes 
constant  uncertainty,  and  a  business  mu 
never  knows  on  what  basis  he  may  have 
to  conduct  his  business,  as  he  does  not 
know  whether  the  tariff  is  to  go  up  at  | 
down.  La^e  business  oi^anisations  sie  i 
formed  whose  sole  business  is  to  control  ! 
the  L^islature.  The  iron  men,  the  soft 
goods  men,  and  so  on.  form  themselves  into 
organisations  whose  object  is  to  influence 
the  Legislature.  They  subscribe  large 
funds  with  which  they  create  an  agitation 
all  over  the  country,  and  when  an 
election  comes  they  offer  funds  to  the 
Party  supp  oeed  to  Iw  most  in  their  fovoor, 
and  pledge  that  Party  to  thwr  support. 
At  present  there  are  comparatively  few 
questions  in  which  we  are  concerned 
with  the  pecuniary  interests  of  indivi- 
duals or  of  constituenoes,  but  as  soon  ■* 
we  have  a  protective  tariff  we  shall  have 
each  constituency  loc^ng  at  the  issav 
to  be  decided,  not  from  the  pcnnt  <A  view 
I  of  the  general  intuests  d  tiie  coaotiy, 
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but  from  the  point  of  view  of  what  it 
may  gain  or  lose.  That  is  a  necessary 
result  of  a  fluctuating  tarifE.  If  we  have 
avoided  all  these  evils,  need  we  suppose 
it  is  because  of  some  peculiar  quality 
inherent  in  our  own  nature.  There  wag 
a  time  in  the  18th  century  when  the 
Parliament  of  England  had  not  that 
purity  which  it  now  has ;  and  if  we  have 
maintained  an  exceptionally  high  level 
of  purity  in  public  life  and  legislation, 
may  it  not  be  partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
we  have,  to  quite  an  exceptional  degree, 
removed  all  temptation,  and  that  we 
have  given  our  legislators  no  opportunity 
of  serving  private  pecuniary  interests  as 
is  so  often  done  in  many  other  countries. 
When  I  think  of  the  enormous  benefit  it 
has  been  to  ua'^to  have  our  Iiegislature 
free  from  all  these  disturbing  and  malign 
influences  which  damage  public  life,  I 
cannot  but  regard  with  the  greatest  alarm 
any  proposal  to  follow  the  example  of 
other  countries  in  which  changes  of 
tariff  are  common,  and  in  which  it  is 
possible  for  a  Oovemment  to  help  a  par- 
ticular branch  of  industry. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the 
predictions  of  Cobden.  There  is  one  pre- 
diction of  his  to  which  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion. Some  of  his  predictions  have  not 
been  realised,  but  the  fact  that  a  prediction 
has  not  been  realised  is  no  reason  for 
abandoning  the  policy  behind  it.  Cobden 
predicted  that  with  the  growth  of  free 
government  the  world  would  be  more  at 
peace.  We  have  had  free  government,  but 
the  world  is  not  at  peace ;  but  we  do  not 
abandon  on  that  account  free  government. 
The  last  fifty  years  has  been  the  only 
period  in  English  history  when  we  lutve 
not  been  at  war  with  a  great  Continental 
Power.  May  we  not  attribute  that  in 
some  degree  to  the  fact  that  all  the 
great  Continental  countries,  and  the 
United  States  also,  have  good  reason  for 
keeping  open  trade  with  the  country 
wluch  ^ves  them  the  best  market.  I 
know  tihere  have  been  moments  when 
peace  has  been  in  danger,  and  when  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  strong  interest  in 
great  manufacturing  countries,  such  as 
France,  Germany,  or  the  United  States,  to 
keep  open  trade  with  England  was  a 
most  powerful  though  silent  influence  in 
the  direction  of  peaoe,  and  it  would  be  a 
great  misfortune  for  us  to  lose  the 
security  for  peace  which  our  great  free 


market  gives.  There  is,  unhappily,., 
enough  of  ill  feeling  between  natioua- 
without  losing  such  an  advantage  in  tiia- 
direction  ol  preserving  peace. 

I  want  to  know  'from  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary if  he  is  in  favour  of  colonial  prefer- 
ence, whether  he  contemplates  that  any 
such  preference  is  to  extend  to  their  manu- 
factured goods.  Would  the  10  per  cent, 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  on  manufactured  goods 
apply  to  the  Colonies  as  well  as  foreign 
countries.  Would  colonial  manufactures 
be  admitted  without  a  duty  or  would  it 
be  imposed  upon  them.  IE  it  were  im«- 
posed  upon  them,what  became  of  theunion 
with  the  Colonies  which  we  are  told  to 
expect  ?  If  it  is  not  intended  to  be 
imposed  upon  them,  and  they  are  lecog* 
nised  as  being  entitled  to  luive  a 
preference  on  manufaotnxed  goods  as  well 
as  foodstuffs,  would  not  8u<^  preference 
be  more  or  less  of  a  bonus  and  stimulus 
for  them  to  manufacture  against  us  1 
Canada  gave  her  steel  manufacturers  a 
bonus  which  actually  doubled  the 
amount  of  iron  and  steel  we  received 
from  her.  In  that  case  dumping  would 
go  on,  and  the  Colonies  would  obtain 
advantage  which  they  were  never 
intended  to  have.  I  am  afraid  that  a 
system  of  commercial  treaties  within  the 
Empire  may  really  retard  that  federation 
which  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Birming-- 
ham  desires.  There  is  nothing  the 
Colonies  care  more  about  than  their  own 
fiscal  freedom,  and  every  bargain  made 
between  the  moUier  country  and  a  colony 
will  be  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the 
Oolonial  Legislature,  the  question  being, 
whether  the  bargain  is  not  too  good  for  us 
and  too  bad  for  them.  I  have  talked  with 
many  protectionists  in  France  and  the 
United  States,  and  I  never  met  one  of 
them  yet  who  did  not  admit  that,  although 
he  thinks  protection  good  for  his  own 
country,  he  believes  free  trade  is  good  for 
England.  They  all  say  that.  I  suppose 
hon.  Gentlemen  beKeve  foiei^  proteo- 
tionisto  believe  it  to  be  their  mterest  to- 
ssy so.  I  assure  them  that  this  statement 
has  been  made  to  me  in  moments  of 
confidence.  During  the  last  seventy  years 
we  have  built  up  a  mighty  fabric  of  com- 
merce and  trade  unknown  even  relatively 
at  any  other  stage  of  the  world's  history, 
and  we  have  done  that  by  Ousting  to- 
the  British  race.  We  have  tmilt  upour 
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trade  hj  t^e  energies  <A  our  own  people. 
While  our  cwnpetitois  were  relying  on 
high  tariffs  and  protected  markets,  we 
have  followed  the  course  that  nature  has 
marked  out  for  as.  The  policy  of  free 
imports  is  the  only  true  policy  for  an 
isluid  nation  such  as  we  are,  lying  as 
we  do  between  the  old  world  and  new ; 
an  island  people  nnable  to  provide  our 
own  food,  and  a  people  eminently  fitted 
to  nndertoke  maritime  pursuits,  with  the 
result  that  we  do  two-thirds  of  the 
commerce  of  the  whole  world.  We  have 
set  an  example  to  the  world  in  persever- 
ing with  t\m  free-trade  policy  for  the  last 
siz^  or  seventy  years,  and  now,  as  the 
Government  desires  free  trade,  they  will 
■do  it  a  very  bad  turn  by  making  this 
-country  protectionist.  If  we  persevere 
and  set  an  example  of  self  -  reliance  and 
conform  to  economic  law,  it  will  be  to 
our  lasting  honour  that  we  have  given 
a  very  powerful  help  to  those  forces  of 
reason  and  justice  which  are  making  for 
free  trade  in  protectionist  countries. 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lytteltos, 
Warwick  and  Leamington) :  I  will  first 
thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the 
courtesy  and  kindness  of  his  personal  re- 
ference to  myself ;  but  as  far  as  I  could 
follow  his  speech  the  first  part  of  it  was 
devoted  to  showing  that  reteliation  was  a 
very  small  thing,  a  trifle  in  itself,  while  the 
latter  was  devoted  to  showing  that  it 
was  a  very  serious  thing  [Mr.  Brtce  : 
In  its  consequences],  and  would  lead  to 
tariff  wars.  You  cannot  have  it  both 
ways.  At  any  rate,  it  was  serious 
enough  to  cause  the  resignation  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Ifember  for 
'Croydon. 

Mr.'RITCHTE  (Croydon) :  No.  Really 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  explana- 
tion I  gave  of  the  reasons  of  my  retire- 
ment would  have  shown  my  right  hon. 
friend  that  retaliation  was  not  the  cause, 

•Me,  LYTTELTON:  Yes,  Sir,  but  my 
right  hon.  friend  admitted  himself,  in 
writing,  on  15th  September,  that — 

"  Any  propoul  for  rataliator;  duties  would 
invriUMj  lead  to  prot«otion,  wad  produoe  far 
gre«ter  srila  than  they  were  dwtined  to 

Mr.  Bryce. 


Mb.  RITCHIE:  If  my  right  hon. 
friend  is  going  to  quote  the  letter  be 
had  better  read  it  all. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  have  read  the 
point  in  the  letter  which  I  thought  was 
relevant  to  the  matter  I  had  in  luuid. 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  If  my  right  hon. 
friend  will  not  read  the  whole  letter  I 
must  read  another  paragraph  of  it — 

'*  I  am  in  entire  sympathy  with  the  desire  to 
unite  the  mother  country  and  the  ColcMiiet 
more  closely  together,  but  I  know  of  do 
method  by  which  preferential  treatment  can 
be  accorded  to  the  Colonies  other  tfa&u  that 
wbioh  has  been  advocated  by  the  Oolonial 
Seoretary— namely,  the  taxation  of  food,  whidi 
iOTolTes,  as  a  oonaequeooe,  an  increaes  of 
taxation.    To  this  policy  I  am  opposed.'* 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  quoted  the 
passage  on  which  I  relied,  and,  with 
great  deference  to  my  ri^t  hon.  friend, 
the  passage  just  read  does  not  ippear 
to  require  any  modification  of  my  origin>il 
statement.  Now  I  wish  to  say  with 
perfect  frankness  at  the  outset  that  I 
do  not  intend,  in  a  debate  on  the  Address, 
to  discuss  a  scheme  for  preferential  dnties 
which  is  not  part  of  the  scheme  of  the 
present  Government,  and  into  the  details 
of  which   of  course  I  cannot  enter. 

There  were  two  questions  asked  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity which  I  think  were  fair  Questioua. 
One  was,  "Will  the  Government  sup- 
port those  who  honestly  support  the 
Government  fiscal  programme  ?  "  My 
answer  is,  "  The  Government  will  sup- 
port those  who  honestly  support  the 
Government  programme."  The  second 
question  was,  "  Will  they  oppose  those 
candidates  who  go  further  than  the  fiscal 
programme  of  the  Government  in  opinion, 
and  who  may  be  the  advocates  of 
colonial  preference  ?"  My  answer  is, 
"  Yes ;  they  will  support  those  candidates 
who  are  in  favour  of  the  Government 
fiscal  programme,  even  if  their  own 
opinions  go  farther  than  it."  I  hope 
that  these  two  answers  are  at  least 
plain.  The  noble  Lord  the  lumber  for 
the  Ealing  Division  of  Middlesex  appealed 
to  those  members  of  the  Government 
who  were  going  to  speak  after  him  not 
to  go  beyond  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  their  utterances  on  this 
subject.  Iv^n^u^^t^^^ought 
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-to  be  reoiprocity  on  the  part  of  anyone 
vho  makes  that  demai^.    My  noble 
-friend  the  Member  Ux  GTeenwi<dL  made 
a  very  able  and  eloquoat  speech.  It 
would  be  unpardonable  of  me  to  demand 
relevance   or   materiality    from  most 
Members  in  a  peroration,  but  from  my 
noble  friend  I  think  I  may  do  so,  for  he 
is  lucid  even  when  impassioned  and  he  is 
-clear  though  fervid.   In  hia  peroration 
be  referred  to  a  certain  view  the 
Empire  as  a  view  of  a  gigantic  profit- 
sharing  bnsiness,  and  I  suppose'  in  doing 
that   he   endeavoured   to   cast  some 
blame  or  reflection  on  the  policy  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
Since  I  have  been  at  the  Colonial  Office 
I    have  been  very   much  impressed 
by  the  business  qualities  of  my  distin- 
guished piedecessor.   They  are  at  once 
my  envy  and  my  despair.  But  I  am 
even  more  impressed  by  the  ideals  and 
the  traditions  which  he  has  left  behind 
him.   It  would  be  a  gross  injustice  to 
describe  the  policy  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  as  a  policy  which  was  in  any  sense 
dictated  by  mean  and  sordid  ideas.   I  do 
not  think  my  noble  friend  believed  that 
that  was  the  case ;  but  I  should  like  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
porticm  of  the'work  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
at  the  Colonial  Office  which  does  not  im- 
press me  with  the  great  traditions  and 
the  great  ideals  of  my  predecessor  with 
regard  to  the  Colonies  and  colonial  policy. 

With  regard  to  colonial  preference,  I 
appeal  to  my  friends  and  to  my  opponents 
not  to  cloee  the  door  upon  it.  They  ask 
UB  not  to  support  it.  Let  me  beg  of  them, 
as  one  who  has  something  to  do  with  the 
CScdonies,  not  to  ccMKunit  ^mselves  against 
it.  After  all,  what  a  man  of  genius  and 
great  historic  imagination  said  fifty  or 
sixty  years  ago  on  this  subject  is  still 
tnw.  Oulyleaaid — 

"  Our  littie  isle  is  grown  too  narrow  for  ns, 
Irat  the  wold  is  wide  enough  yet.  For  ano^er 
six  tiionsaad  years  England's  sure  markete  will 
be  among  new  Ooltmiee  of  Englishmen  in  all 
quarters  of  the  globe.  The  mother  country  can 
My,  looking  on  hw  Colonies,  'Here  are  lands 
and  Mas,  spice  lands,  oom  lands,  timber  lands, 
orerarohed  by  zodiacs  and  stan,  olaaned  \n 
mam  sounding  seas ;  wide  spaces  of  the  Makers 
iMilainff  fit  for  tiie  cradle  yet  of  mi^ty  natioos 
and  thdr  aokooes  and  faermsma." 

The  tendency  is,  if  I  may  say  so,  on  the 
part  oTsome  speakers,  to  shut  the  do<n  on 


this  splendid  ideal.  LOries  of  "  Oh.  oh !"] 
I.  thii^  that  my  noble  Mend  tiie  Member 
for  Ghceenwioh,  when  he  sp<^e  erf  profit- 
sharing    and    when    he  examined  so 

minutely  the  balance-sheet  as  between  the 
Colonies  and  ourselves,  fell  into  the  very 
error  which  the  last  speaker  referred  to — 
I  mean  the  error  of  going  too  nicely  into 
con^^iderations  of  profit  and  loss  and  in 
not  considering  sufficiently  the  great  ideal 
in  question.     I  do  not  wish  to  argue  the 
matter.   I  Itftve  said  distinctly  on  several 
occasions  before  that  I  thought  the 
future  of  colonial  preference  and  its 
details    required    further  .  discussion, 
cautious  and  deliberate  discussion,  before 
it  is  embarked  upon,  but  it  is  no  part  at 
this  time  of  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
Let  me  recall  the  actual  history  of  the 
situation  at  the  present  time.  Canada 
is    ready   to   go   even    beyond  the 
33^   p3r  cent,    which  she   gives  us. 
South  Africa  has  carried  out  the  Confer- 
ence proposals   made  by  the  Customs 
Union.   New  Zealand  has  just  passed  a 
statute  by  which  she  gives  a  preference  to 
this  country  sometimes  double,  sometimes 
50  per  cent.,  and  sometimes  20  per  cent. 
As    regards    the    Commonwealth  of 
Australia,  according  to  my  latest  in- 
formation, Mr.  Deakin  indicated  in  an 
interview  that  it  was  entirely  erroneous 
for  a  London  newspaper  to  say  that  the 
result  of  the  elections  was  dead  against 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy.    That  policy 
was  supported  by  the  whole  of  the 
Ministerial  Party  in  Australia,  by  the 
majority  fA  the  Labour  Party,  and  by  an 
influential  minority  of  the  Opposition. 

*SiB.  CHARLES  DILEE:  Has  he  not 
since  that  intwview  pledged  himself  not 
to  propose  le^lation  In  that  direction  % 

•Me.  LTTTELTON:  My  predecessor 
has  endeavoured  to  knit  closer  the 
bonds  between  us  and  the  Colonies; 
and  since  I  have  been  in  my  present 
office  I  have  done  everytiung  I  possibly 
could  to  foster  the  sentiment  referred  to  by 
the  right  hon. Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Aberdeen,  and  to  obtain  greater 
co-operation  in  Imperial  defence,  greater 
mutual  knowledge,  greater  co-operation 
in  Imperial  counsel ;  and,  inasmuch  as 
we  have  got  so  much  closer  connection 
with  the  Colonies  b^^fe  "^BO^l^u 
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not  regret  it  if  you  say  that  in  the  great 
sphere  of  oommerce  alone  a  closer  link  is 
to  be  wholly  ezcladed  ?  I  trost  that  I 
makemypoeitionperfectlyclear.  Col<Hual 
^ference  is  not  a  portion  <rf  tike  Govern- 
ment programme,  but  I  do  ask  every  htm. 
Xemtier.  and  especially  the  Imperial 
Members  of  the  Party  opposite  ["Oh. 
Oh  !**]  to  pause  a  long  time  before  they 
commit  themselves  to  any  view  hostile 
to  it.  An  attempt  has  been  made, 
principally  by  th3  ri^t  hon.  Member  for 
the  Montrose  Boighs  and  my  noble  friend 
the  Member  for  Greenwich,  to  pnt  the 
issae  before  the  coantiy  as  if  it  was  the 
issue  between  protectifm  and  free  trade. 
The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman,  in  a  passage 
not  diarac^A'^o'Ml  by  his  usual  nrbanity 
and  logical  seqnenoe  of  thought,  accused 
me  and  Mr.  Charles  Booth  of  being  pro- 
tectionists. The  point  was  whether  Mr. 
Charles  Booth  and  I  were  protectionists 
because  we  were  in  favour  of  a  5  per  cent, 
all-round  uniform  duty.  Is  that  protec- 
tion? [Cries  of  "Tes."]  If  that  is  a 
protectionist  view,  then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  colleagues  in  the  late 
Government  are  surely  protectionists,  for 
they  were  responsible  for  the  Government 
of  India,  and  the  Government  of  India 
fiscal  system  is  a  5  per  cent,  all-roand 
dnty. 

Sm  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) :  The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  is 
cmtect  in  saying  that  the  Government  at 
home  sanction^  the  imposition  of  a  0 
per  cent,  duty  in  India,  bat  they  insisted 
on  the  imposition  of  a  corresponding 
Excise  duty. 

•Mb.  LTTTBLTON :  I  think  that  the 
Excise  dn^  is  only  cm  cme  commodity — 
namely,  cotton.  Just  see  the  looseness 
with  which  this  term  is  used,  and  the 
absurdity  of  any  Gentleman,  however 
distinguished,  attempting  to  role  out  a 
policy  by  calling  it  what  he  thinks  to  be 
a  bad  name.  If  Mr.  Charles  Booth  is  a 
protectionist  because  he  advocates  a  5 
per  cent,  all-round  duty,  then  every 
Cabinet  Minister  of  the  last  Liberal 
Administration  is  a  protectitmist,  because 
they  were  responsible  for  the  S  per  cent, 
duty  in  India.  [Cries  of  "  Oh !  **]  Right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  do  not  seem 
altogether  satisfied  with  that  line  of 
reasoning.    [Opposition  Cheers.]  As 

Mr.  LytUlUm. 


they  do  not  a  specific  instance,  mtr 
I  give  them  anUiority  in  the  matter? 
WiQ  any  right  htMi.  Gentleman,  however 
orthodox,  refuse  to  accept  Sir  Geofge 
Comewall  Lewis  as  an  aathority  on  fiaol 
matters!  What  did  he  say  in  1857.  when 
be  was  OkaneeQor  <rf  the  Exoheqnei  \  H» 
quoted      words  ol  Aithnr  Yonng— 

"  If  I  *cn  to  cUbb  a  aood  axsten  of  Uxt- 
tkn,  it  woald  be  that  of  liiaiiiig.  l^tljr  oa  at 
infinite  namber  of  points  and  heavily  oo  dom.' 

And  he  added — 

'TbeM  opinioM,  though  oontnzy  to  mack 
th&t  we  hear  At  the  preamt  day,  ■ecoi  tometob* 
InD  of  wiadom  and  to  be  a  most  pnetioal  gaid» 
in  the  vrangement  of  a  s;a(em  of  taxatioa." 

I  tlunk  I  have  disposed  of  the  point 
[Cries  of  "Oh!*^as  to  whether  tbi 
advocacy  of  sneh  »  duty  as  lite  5  p« 
I  cent,  all-roond  dnty  in  trade  entitles  any 
fair-minded  man  to  call  the  advocates 
protectionist.   Suppose  that,  having  soch 
<  a  duty  on  commodities,  you  used  it, 
'  though  imposed  for  revenue  porpoees,  fw 
!  the  purpose  say,  of  colonial  prefereooe, 
!  does  that  make  it  a  protectionist  doty ! 
I  [Cries  of  "  Tes  "  from  the  F&bb  Tradb 
I  Unionists.]  I  observe  that  the  Oppositaai 
:  is  rather  more  cautions  than  the  free-food 
'  Party.    If  a  duty  is  in^rased  for  the 
'  purposes  of  revenue,  are  you  debarred 
I  from  using   it   for    other    purposes  \ 
I  [Cries  of  "Yes."]    If  so,   yon  most 
I  say  that  if  a  tax,  put  on   for  any 
purpose,  incidentally  benefits  ikss  hoDK 
producer  or  our  colonial  kinsmen,  it 
becomes  protective.   That  seenu  to  me 
to  be  pushing  orthodoxy  to  the  verge  of 
fanaticism.   If  I  put  a  duty  on  a  o(hd- 
modity  for  revenue  purposes,  and  if  I  am 
told  thst  I  cannot  use  that  duty  for  the  pin- 
poses  of  colonial  preference  or  in  order 
to  benefit  the  home  producer,  I  ventoie 
to  say  that  any  candid  -  minded  min 
would  say  that  this  is  not  business  bat 
ascetioinn.  It  is  not  rational  loyalty  to  s 
doctrine;  but  the  superstitions  worship 
of  a  dogma.   [Cheers  and  cries  of  "  Oh !"} 

There  is  no  man  in  the  House  from  whom 
I  would  more  cheerfully  accept 
banter  than  the  ri^^t  hon.  lumber  fw 
Montrose.  I  did  not  expect  lum  to  have 
read  any  of  my  speeches  at  Leamington, 
but  he  put  ODe  of  them  in  the  forefront 
of  his  obeervations.  I  would  make  this 
very  modest  demand,  however,  that  if  he 
dignifies  any  utterance  of  mine  in  that 
way  he  will  first^rsad,  my  speech  and 
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then  quote  it  -accoiatelj.  He  asked  me 
whether  I  was  ignorant  that  Kingsley 
and  Carlyle  and  Ruskin  were  opponents 
of  the  Com  Laws.  Yes,  Sir,  I  knew  that 
when  I  was  at  £ton.  I  did  not  quote 
those  distinguished  men  as  advocates  of 
the  Com  Laws.  They  were  opposed  to 
them  as  I  should  have  been.  I  quoted 
them  as  enemies  and  assailants  of  the  old 
doctxine  of  laisiez  faire  oi  tike  Ricardian 
economists.  I  do  not  think  that  anyone 
who  has  read  any  of  those  authors  will 
attempt  to  deny  that  they  were  oppo- 
nents of  those  doctrines.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  '*  the  gloomy  doc- 
trinaires *'  would  have  made  ehort  work 
of  me.  That  does  not  much  concern  me, 
because  those  doctrines  are  as  dead  as 
their  authois.  What  is  tiie  general 
principles  on  which  free  -  traders  act  ? 
They  were  laid  down  long  ago  by  Adam 
Smith.  The  first  was,  "  Give  me  what  I 
want  and  I  will  give  you  what  you  want." 
The  next  is,  "  The  merchant  is  not  a 
citizen  ol  any  particalar  country  ; "  and 
the  tbxcd  is  tliat  the  individual,  by 
fdlowing  his  own  advantage,  is  neces- 
sarily led  to  benefit  society.  Those  are 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  Adam 
Smith,  and  I  think  I  fairly  represent 
them,  and  they  are  really  the  basis  of  the 
doctrine  of  free  trade.  In  trade  there 
are  no  obligations  of  patriotism,  said  the 
free-traders.  From  the  dealings  of  trade 
mast  be  eliminated  tiie  prejudice  of 
country.  The  great  vheel  d  commeroe 
must  revolve  monotonously,  no  matter 
whom  it  crashes  in  its  orbit.  It  is 
weakness  and  sentimentality,  they  think, 
to  attempt  to  check  the  friction  and 
loss  and  sufiering  which  might  result 
from  the  remorseless  piDgress  of  oom- 
meroe  entirely  uninterfered  with  by  law. 
In  my  speedli  at  Leamington.  I  point«d 
out  that  that  was  the  doctrine  against 
which  men  strove  for  a  long  time,  and 
that  the  various  Factory  Acts,  which 
were  designed  to  save  and  support  the 
worker,  were  expressions  of  a  revolt 
against  this  docteine.  The  deduction  to 
be  drawn  from  these  Acts  was,  I  said,  that 
yon  cannot  abandon  human  beings  to 
blind  forces,  and  that  you  must  keep  a 
controlling  hand  upon  the  conditions  of 
industoy  and  have  a  regard  to  the 
physicaJ  well-being  of  those  who  are  en- 
fftgdd  in  an  industrial  system.  The  nnder- 
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lying  lesson  to  be  learnt  from  this  con- 
flict of  tiie  last  fifty  years  is  expressed  in 
that  legislation — of  which  it  will  not  be 
denied  the  Conservative  Party  were  the 
pioneers,  though  the  Liberal  Party  have 
fully  supported  and  adopted  the  principles 
— which  is  a  negation  of  the  fundamental 
doctrines  ctf  Adam  Smith  and  an  affirma- 
tion of  the  principle  that  individoab 
cannot  be  left  to  pursue  their  own  advan- 
tage oncontrolled  by  any  other  considera- 
tion. In  other  words,  you  must  not 
consider  merely  the  aggregation  of  wealth. 
You  must  &]so  consider  the  ultimate 
effects  upon  society.  What  I  venture  to 
think  is  the  corollary  from  those  premises 
whidi  I  have  just  laid  before  the  House  is 
that  the  lesson  has  been  thtsoughly 
learnt  in  internal  trade,  but  it  is  not — and 
this  appears  to  me  to  be  so  astonishing — 
so  clearly  perceived  in  international  trade. 
While  the  Legislature  of  this  country 
says,  on  the  one  side,  "  We 
cannot  disregard  the  ronditions  of  in- 
dustry, and  we  will  not  allow  wealth  to  be 
produced  without  consideration  of  them,*' 
you  caimot  have  the  Legblature  saying, 
on  the  other  side,  "We  will  open  every 
port  at  every  time  to  all  goods  produced 
under  all  conditions,"  and  so  proclaim  at 
the  same  time  to  all  the  world  that  we 
have  not  one  single  weapon  with  which  to 
defend  the  fabric  that  we  have  raised. 
How  is  it  possible  that  those  two  systems 
can  l^ve  any  ocmgniityl  How  is  it 
possible  that  they  can  stand  for  any 
length  of  time  side  by  side  1  The  right 
hon.  Ifember  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  gave 
out  of  his  repository  of  facts  a  list  of  a 
number  of  laws  in  foreign  countries  which 
he  said  were  as  good  laws  as  ours. 

*SiB  CHABLE3  DILEB:  Tea,  and 
some  much  in  advance. 

♦Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  Yes.  My  point 
was  that  the  conditions  of  industry  under 
which  commodities  were  produced  in 
England  were  greatly  superior  to  those  of 
the  great  protective  countries  abroad. 
I  have  not  the  sUj^test  doubt  that  tike 
conditi<ma  of  indnstzy  hare  are  mock 
better,  but  I  do  not  ask  him  to  accept 
my  authority ;  I  will  give  him  the 
authority  of  the  right  hon.  Ifember  for 
East  Fife.   He  said — 

"  Talk  ftboat  Germai^  and  the  wages  ol  a 
protectiooUtoountryl  Ij^XpOfilD^^^ 
2  Q 
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from  the  mfttcriidfl  tha  Blue  book  fau  plaoed  at 
^oiir  dimoul,  the  wages,  the  standard  of  living, 
snd  the  hoars  of  labour  of  the  German  workmen 

to  yoor  own." 

*SiB  CHAKLES  DILKE :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  U  perpetually  quoting 
me  as  if  I  agreed  in  the  doctrine  he  is 
laying  down.  I  quoted  his  Bpeech  on 
the  specific  point  that  he  alleged  that 
protective  duties  must  be  put  on  to  com; 
pensate  us  for  our  heavy  charges  on 
manufactur.  rs  in  respect  of  certain 
specific  Acts,  which  I  say  are  met  by  Acts 
which  put  heavier  charges  on  the  manu- 
facturers abroad. 

*Mb.  LYTTBLTON:  I  never  said 
a  word  about  protective  duties  at 
all.  What  I  pointed  out  was  that 
the  conditions  of  [industry  in  England 
which  had  been  prescribed  by  the 
Legislature  caused  the  output  of  com- 
modities here  to  be  dearer  generally  than 
the  output  of  ocanmodities  abroad.  I  said 
that  among  other  features  which  were 
noticeable  wag  the  fact  ttut  conditions  of 
labour  were  very  much  worse  abroad.  I 
will  quote  another  authority — the  right 
bon.  Member  for  Montrose.   He  said— 

"Next,  in  re^rd  to  Oennany ,  it  was  a  fact  that 
some  4,000,000  of  workers  there,  or  two-thirds 
of  the  whole,  were  returned  as  earning  lees  than 
15s.  a  week.  Sixty-five  per  oeiit.  of  the  total 
were  earning  less  than  £40  per  annum, 
andSSpercMifc.  lew  than£l  awett.  Didthese 
facta  show  Germanj  to  be  a  paradise  T  So  far 
from  bemg  a  paradiae  it  was  not  avm  pargatoiy . 
bat  a  lower  atete  atiU." 

That  is  a  country  which  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean 
says,  so  far  as  I  can  understand  him.  is 
producing  commodities  under  the  same 
conditions  as  we  produce  tliem  our- 
selves. 

We  have  had  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  very  frequent  references 
again,  as  to  what  I  may  call  almost  the 
elementary  particulars  of  this  subject. 
We  have  had  trotted  out  again  the  old 
idea  that  you  can  look  upon  the  consumer 
as  one  person,  and  the  producer  as  an- 
other. It  cannot  be  too  often  said  tiiat 
in  99  per  cent,  of  cases  the  producer  and 
the  consumer  are  the  same  individual. 
Suppose  that  I  were  a  workman  earning 
£100  a  year — suppose  that  I  were  a  glass- 
worker,  and  that  by  the  advantage  of 
bujing  cheap  commodities  my  inc<nne 
were  £20  a  year  better  than  it  would  be 

Mr.  LytuUon. 


if  I  had  to  buy  at  a  dearer  price.  Sup- 
pose that  by  tiie  process  of  dumping  or 
any  process  of  unfair  competition,  my 
employer's  business  were  annihilated; 
no  doubt  it  would  be  very  ccmTenient 
that  I  should  1  uy  my  commodities 
at  £20  a  year  cheaper  than  I 
could  under  a  different  system,  but 
suppose  that  my  inherited  skill  in  the 
work  I  had  practised  were  lost,  and  that 
I  was  unable  to  find  employment  again 
for  a  year  or  two,  and  then  at  an  em- 
ployment and  under  conditions  in  which 
my  training  would  be  wholly  oseleas,  is  it 
not  obvious  that  the  money  which  I  save 
from  buying  cheaper  commodities  mi^t 
be  too  dearly  gained,  and  that  the  fric- 
tion and  loss  and  suffering  which  was 
occasioned  by  the  sweeping  away  of  the 
industry  might  be  much  heavier  than  the 
gain  which  I  have  made  by  being  a 

Purchaser  of  the  cheaper  commodities  ? 
see  that  hon.  Members  smile  at  that  as 
if  the  doctrine  were  something  new.  I  do 
not  profess  for  a  moment  that  it  is. 
[Cries  of  "No!"]  I  am  sure  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Aber- 
deen will  at  any  rate  admit  the  honoured 
name  of  Professor  ^^ory  Sidgwidc  as 
a  great  authority  on  economic  matters, 
and  I  think  I  couhl  show  him  a  passage 
which  is  the  foundation  of  what 
I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  before  the 
House. 

The  right  hon.  Member-  reminds  me  of 
his  question  about  coltmial  preference, 
but  I  thought  that  I  had  answered  that 
at  the  beginning  of  my  speech.  I  said 
that  in  a  debate  on  the  Address  I  would 
not  enter  into  the  question  of  what  the 
detaiU  of  colonial  preference  would  be, 
colonial  preference  not  being  part  ai  the 
Government  pn^^mme,  but  being  in  the 
future  only. 

There  is  one  general  observa- 
tion I  should  like  to  make  io 
conclusion.  I  have  tried  to  show  that 
the  sense  of  the  community  has  revolted, 
at  any  rate  in  internal  commerce, 
from  the  extreme  doctrines  of  indivi> 
dualism,  but  yet  that  a  large  party 
maintain  that  they  should  still  endure  in 
international  relations.  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  obstacle  to  our  getting  free 
from  those  doctrines  is  the  strong  sense- 
in  many  ways  a  very  good  thing  of 

individualism  whiohexiat»in  this  country. 
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A  French  writer  has  said,  "  Hen  fall  often 
by  the  same  qualities  by  which  they  rise." 
In  one  period  individual  energy  may  be 
justified,  but  in  a  world  of  organised  and 
be-tarified  communities,  individual 
«nergy  may  fail  in  commerce  as  the  un- 
disciplined valour  of  the  Gaul  failed 
against  the  legions  of  Csesar.  It  is 
a  rule  and  |ffactice  in  this  House 
that  when  a  nnnposal  is  brought  forward 
by  which  indtTional  enterprise,  authorised 
by  Parliament,  is  threatened  by  State  oi 
Tate-uded  competition  very  special  cir- 
cnmstances  must  be  adduced  before  any 
Buch  competition  is  permitted.  That 
recognises  to  some  extent  the  powerless- 
ness  of  individual  enterprise  when  it 
matches  itself  witii  State  or  rate*aided 
enterprise.  At  the  same  time  we  do  not 
Teo<^ise  that  in  international  trade  rela- 
-tions  at  all.  When  I  was  a  member  of 
-the  Royal  Commission  upon  the  Port  of 
London  we  had  in  evidence  most  interest- 
ing and  elaborate  statements  with  regard 
to  the  prc^;resB  made  by  (Germany  and 
France  in  their  dock  enterprise,  and  we 
heard  how  docks  in  those  countries, 
elaborately  equipped  and  aided  by  the 
municipality  and  the  State,  were  by  an 
«qnally  elaborate  system  supported  by 
State  railways.  This  great  organisa- 
Idon  of  foreign  trade,  which  must,  I 
think,  be  regarded  with  alarm  by 
those  who  think  oaiefolly  upon  it,  is 
pitted  against  our  individual  enterprise. 
Hon.  Uembers  well  know  how  fine  an 
entoprise  th:  London  dock  companies 
were  at  the  beginning  of  last  century. 
Now  they  are  practically  unable  to  raise 
a  single  shilliii^.  They  have  been  ex- 
hausted, almost  financially  annihilated, 
among  other  things,  by  the  com- 
petition of  these  very  great  State 
and  rate-aided  institutions.  If  fweign 
companies  have  by  means  of  this 
enterprise  power  to  strike,  they  have 
also  taken  upon  themselves  the  power  to 
defend  themselves  by  high  tarifis.  It  is 
against  such  a  system  as  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  say  that  nothing  can 
be  done — Uiat  nothing  effective  can  be 
done  either  by  retaliation  or  otherwise. 
I  rejoice  to  be  a  member  of  the  Unionist 
Party,  which  at  any  rate  is  awake  to  the 
state  of  affairs  which  prevails  at  the 
present  time,  and  which  is  ready  and 
anxious  to  do  its  best  to  apply  a 
remedy. 


*Hr.  lough  (Islington.  W.)  said 
that  the  position  in  which  the  House 
had  been  placed  by  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.Geutleman  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
carious.  Throughout  the  debate  they 
had  b3en  trying  to  obtain  from  the 
Gk>vemment  a  clear  statement  of  their 
policy.  On  Monday  tiie  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  said  that  that  policy 
was  unhesitatingly  against  protection, 
and  that  even  after  ths  next  general 
election,  the  Government  would  not  take 
up  colonial  preferenca,  or  carry  out  the 
policy  of  retaliation,  except  by  bringing 
each  particular  case  before  Parliament. 
But  the  spsech  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
to  which  they  had  just  listened  was 
steeped  from  beginning  to  end  in  prefer- 
ence and  protection.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  University,  speaking 
in  the  name  of  many  on  his  own  side 
of  the  House,  asked  if  the  Government 
would  support  candidates  at  the  next 
General  Election  whose  support  of  the 
Government  was  limited  to  the  policy  of 
retaliation.  The  Colonial  Seoretary, 
in  reply,  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  so  if  these  candidates 
were  supporting  the  Government 
"  honestly."  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
laid  emphasis  on  the  word  "honestly," 
and  that  practically  amounted  to  a  charge 
of  dishonesty  against  hon.  Gentiemen  m 
tiiis  House  whose  conduct  during  ths 
past  few  months  had  been  a  credit  to 
themselves  and  to  Parliament. 

*Mb.  LTTTELTON  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  must  not  say  that.  He  made 
no  charge  of  dishonesty  against  any  hon. 
Gentieman  in  the  House. 

*Mb.  lough  said  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentieman  took  no  exception  when  he 
mentioned  that  emphwis  had  been  laid 
by  him  on  tiie  word  "  honestly,"  but  only 
when  he  put  a  comment  upon  it.  A  second 
question  had  been  asked  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University — viz. ,  would 
the  Government  lend  their  support  to 
candidates  and  organisations  which  went 
further  and  advocated  a  policy  of  prefer- 
ence 1  That  was  a  most  momentou  i 
question,  and  the  Colonial  Secretaiy  said 
that  the  Government  would  give  their 
support  to  candidates  who  advocate  I 
colonial    preference.    How    could  th 
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that  answer  with  whftt  he  had  said  a  few 
dajTB  agol  It  was  scarcely  honest  for  the 
Oovenunoit  not  to  be  more  candid  to  the 
House  and  the  country  in  giving  their  real 
opinion  on  this  matter.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  had  quoted  a  very  noble  pas- 
sage from  Carlyle.  It  was  a  pity  to  bring 
the  splendid  observations  of  that  eminent 
literary  man  into  the  narrow  sphere  of 
politicw  controversy  in  this  House.  They 
all  agreed  with  Carlyle  that  our  little 
ble  was  grown  too  narrow  for  as,  but,  he 
maintained  that  the  defence  of  free  Ixade 
by  the  Liberal  Party  was  a  powerful 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence 
to  build  up  that  great  colonial  Empire 
which  was  being  placed  in  danger  by 
the  action  of  the  Government.  The 
rig^t  hon.  Gentleman  talked  as  if  the 
country  had  no  experience  of  colonial 
preference.  Did  not  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  know  that  we  had  had  two 
centuries'  experience  of  that  policy  ? 
There  was  not  a  suggestion  in  the  speeches 
of  the  Member  fvt  West  Birmin^am 
which  had  not  been  made  over  and  over 
again  years  before  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  born.  We  had  had  preferences 
on  sugar  and  timber  and  all  the  produce 
of  the  Colonies,  and  these  had  nearly 
bron^t  about  the  disruption  of  the 
Empire.  Gradually  the  principles  of  free 
trade  had  been  substituted  for  that 
policy,  and  the  efEect  on  the  Colonies  had 
been  to  anite  them  with  tiie  mother 
country  in  stronger  bonds  than  any  merely 
selfish  tie.  The  C(d<nu^  Secretary  was 
not  wen  advised  in  trying  to  make  Party 
capital  out  of  the  confidence,  love,  and 
respect  which  they  all  entertained  for  the 
Colonies.  The  question  was  whether  the 
good  feeling  which  now  existed  would  not 
be  endangned  by  the  policy  of  colonial 
preferences.  It  was  admitted  by  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Binnin^iun  that  oni  tarade 
with  the  Colonies  was  growing  every  year. 
Fifty  years  ago  our  whole  export  trade 
to  the  Colonies  was  less  than  £20,000.000, 
while  last  year  it  was  £110,000,000,  or 
five  times  as  great,  and  this  great  expanse 
had  taken  plaoe  under  free  tnde. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  asked  whether  it 
did  not  occur  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
if  we  refused  the  t^er  of  tlt3  Colonies 
they  would  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
other  nations. 

Mr.  Lovgh. 


*Hb.  lough  said  he  denied  that  tiiei« 
was  any  offer  fnnn  the  Cokmies.  Sodi  a 
thing  as  an  offer  on^t  to  be  made  m  a 
distinct  and  formal  mannw,  and  tiure 
was  nme  such.  The  proposals  of  the 
Grovemment  had,  in  fact,  plunged  the 
Col<Hues  into  as  great  a  turmoil  as  this 
country.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had 
prodiic<Bd  some  of  ike  most  common- 
place ai^nmMts  in  support  at  pioteetHm. 
He  suggested  that  woilanen*9  trade  nnioDB 
were  an  infringementof  free  trade;  hemi^t 
just  as  well  have  said  ^lat  a  trade  onion 
among  barristers  interfered  with  the  opera- 
tions of  free  trade.  The  definition  of  free 
trade  for  the  purposes  of  the  controversy  i 
was  perfectly  simple;  it  was  that  tike 
Government  should  not  intafne  with 
the  txade  rations  between,  this 
and  other  countries.  He  had  neva 
heard  a  more  preposterous  statement 
than  that  made  by  tiie  Colonial  Secretary 
that  we  had  not  a  weapon  left  in  our 
hands  to  defend  our  trade  interests  ^unst 
attacks  fr<Hn  foreign  countries.  Our  com- 
merce was  greater  than  that  of  aay  othw 
nation  in  the  world,  both  per  heftd  d  the 
population  and  in  total  vt^me.  How 
was  it  that  so  serious  a  crisis  had  arisot 
so  suddenly,  and  why  should  it  have  be» 
sprung  upon  the  country  ?  The  best 
summary  (A  the  case  had  been  given  by 
the  Under-Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
who  stated  that  the  whole  agitatiou 
rested  on  the  one  point  that  the  expwts 
of  this  country  were  small  and  un- 
satisfactory compared  with  the  imports. 
His  case  rested  on  three  statemwts. 
First,  that  the  exports  were  not  (rf 
snfficient  quantity,  second,  that  ther 
were  not  of  the  right  quality,  and  third, 
that  they  did  not  go  to  the  right  des- 
tination. The  problem  was  not  property 
answered  by  dealing  with  special  tndes, 
No  doubt  it  was  easy  to  select  a  paitieolai 
trade  and  prove  that  it  had  failed. 
Trades  constantly  failed  and  free-teadeis 
never  undratook  to  make  all  tiades  suc- 
cessful. Nor  when  we  prove  that  a 
given  trade  is  very  successful  do 
meet  the  difficulty.  Neither  is  it 
necessary  to  quarrel  with  Gentlemn 
opposite  who  select  some  particular  year 
for  their  calculations.  The  ri^t  answer 
to  the  argument  avoids  all  such  side 
issues.  What,  then,  is  the  pro^jer  answer 
to  what  may^^l^^^^Jl^^gjgfgaingham 
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policy  ?  If  he  might  say  so  very  respect- 
^Uy  the  proper  answer  was  that  there 
was  not  a  worn  <^  truth  in  tike  statements 
which  had  been  made .  Ezpwts  were  not 
and  conld  not  be  leas  than  imports. 
Perhaps  the  matter  can  be  more  simply 
explained  if  I  trace  for  a  moment  the 
origin  of  this  fallacy.  The  idea  that 
exports  were  smaller  than  imports  per- 
haps arose  in  the  Statistical  Society  where 
a  paper  was  once  read  by  a  distinguished 
man  on  what  he  called  "The  Excess  of 
ImpMts."  There  could  be  no  excess  of 
imports.  Imports  were  like  income  or 
wealth ;  there  conld  not  be  too  much  of 
them,  and  they  were  all  advantageous 
if  properly  used.  Then  the  matter  was 
carried  to  its  second  stage  by  a  distin- 
guished statesman  who  arrived  in  this 
country  from  the  Colonies.  He  heard 
the  story  that  the  imports  of  tJiie  country 
were  excessive  and  he  crj^^Used  the 
situation  as  follows — 

'*  YM,and  we  pay  a  hundred  and  sixty  millioQ 
sovereignH  every  year  for  this  excess." 

That  remark  excited  ridicule  through- 
out the  country  because  we  had  not  got 
a  hundred  and  sixty  million  sovereigns 
to  pay  and  even  if  it  had  it  would  not 
have  met  the  difficulty  because  they  were 
supposed  to  have  been  paying  them 
annually  for  twenty  years.  Therefore, 
according  to  Hr.  Seddon  the  country 
would  require  not  a  hundred  and  sixt^ 
million  sovereigns  but  3,000  million 
sovereigns.  That  was  all  nonsense. 
No  sovereigns  went  out.  Our  money 
would  not  be  accepted  by  the  countries 
which  sent  the  imports.  The  third  and 
iinal  stage  of  the  fallacy  was  reached  in 
one  of  the  speeches  of  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  who  said — 

"  Suppose  all  indastrial  enterprise  ia  this 
couDtxy  died  oat,  diat  mills  were  stopped,  that 
there  was  no  work.  Bo  tliat  the  all  people  were 
idle,  and  tiiat  the  country's  ships  went  to  tiie 
bottom  of  the  sea,  what  would  happen  thai  ?  " 

He  said  — 

"  Then  our  impwts  would  treble  and  the 
counlxy  would  have  to  import  to  the  value  of 
£1,600.000,000  I 

What  a  statement  to  make !  Probably  no 
greater  example  of  absurdity  had  ever 
been  reached  in  the  domfun  of  human 
error.  If  our  exports  fell  away  to  nothing 
then  our  imports  would  also  disappear. 
My  argtiment  will  be  assisted  if  I  give  a 
simple  definition  of  what  exports  are. 


Exports  consist  of  material  and  bervices. 
That  definition  covered  every  form  of 
export.  But  I  will  be  asked  if  the 
matter  is  so  simple  as  this,  how  is  it  so 
manypeople  should  have  fallen  into  error  % 
The  answer  is  because  they  had  made  an 
improper  use  of  the  Government  Blue- 
book,  the  Statistics,  Abstract,  and  other 
publications  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  They 
assumed  that  completa  information  was 
furnished,  but  the  story  could  not  b? 
found  in  any  such  documents,  nor  could 
a  (Government  Department  have  prepared 
it.  He  was  not  attacking  the  Department 
when  he  called  attention  to  the  necessary 
limit=itions  of  their  publications.  If 
anyone  would  look  up  the  story  the 
Dapartment  gave  of  trad%  hs  would 
find  that  the  destination  of  exports 
and  imports  was  not  properly  set  out, 
the  porto  to  and  from  whwh  they  were 
shipped  only  were  given,  llius  it  ap- 
peared that  Holland  and  Belgium  sent 
this  country  a  great  deal  more  produce 
than  they  actneJly  did.  The  Board  of 
Trade  specially  warned  readers  as  to 
this  inaccuracy..  But  the  great  defect 
was  that  the  Blue-book  gave  no 
account  of  services.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Bfember  for  West 
Birmingham  said  the  best  export  was 
that  which  contained  the  least  material 
and  the  most  services.  He  would 
therefore,  no  doubt,  be  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  best  export  of  all  was  that  which 
containad  no  material  and  all  services. 
What  were  those  services?  The  first 
and  greatest  ms  the  service  of 
the  country's  shippmg  and  that  was 
entirely  omitted  from  the  Blue-book. 
There  was  the  further  service  of  build- 
ing the  ships  which  carried  the 
nation's  commerce  to  every  part  of  the 
world,  and  tliat  too  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  part  of  t^e  country's  export.  If  such 
services  were  included  they  would  not 
have  these  ridiculous  stalastios  thrown  at 
them.  The  late  Golomal  Secretary  at 
Liverpool,  looking  at  the  fifty-five 
miles  of  quays  in  that  most  wonderful 
seaport,  said — 

"  I  am  accused  of  leaving  out  ships  but  I  do 
not  intend  to  leave  them  out.  Our  shipping  is 
worth  £90,000,000  sterling." 


But  he  did  not  proceed  to  correct  his 
fallacious  statistics  and  include  fdiips  as 
part  of  the  country's  export.   It  was  swd 
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I^odnoe  come  from  America  and  Russia 
and  that  this  country  sent  nothing  in 
return.  This  country,  however,  did  60 
per  cent,  of  the  ocean  carrying  trade  of 
America  and  55  per  cent,  of  the  ooean 
oarryingttade  of  Russia.and  all  theprodnce 
from  thoee  coantries  was  paid  for  by  the 
Berrices  which  this  country  in  that  way 
rendered  to  them.  Other  services  were 
enterprises  carried  on  abroad.  Those 
were  export  as  much  as  anything  else. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  confuse  the 
capital  with  the  profits  of  snch  enter- 
prises. That  was  not  necessary.  If  he 
invested  £1,000  in  a  Brazilian  railway 
it  might  pay  nothing,  in  which  case  it 
would  not  be  an  export;  but  if  it  paid 
£60  a  y  jar  and  if  he  brou^t  that  £60 
bade  to  this  country  in  the  form  of  coffee 
or  wheat  or  other  imports,  then  certainly  it 
would  be  an  export.  Taking  the  defini- 
tion of  exporU  as  given  by  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  exports  were  equal  to 
the  imports  and  that  this  country  sent 
out  no  money  whatever.  Exports  might 
exceed  unporta,  but  it  was  impoeaible 
that  the  imports  could  exceed  exports 
any  more  than  water  should  ascend 
beyond  its  own  level. 

The  second  objection  was  that 
the  exports  were  not  of  the  right 
character,  that  there  was  not  enough  of 
manufactnie  in  them.  But  it  would  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  maintain  this 
positifm.  What  did  hon.  Gentlemen 
wish  to  send  out  ?  Was  it  more  iron  ? 
or  silk  ?  or  woollens  ?  T  he  commerce  of 
this  country  had  grown  without  any 
interference  from  the  Government;  the 
nation  was  exceedingly  prosperous ;  and 
ii  exports  in  any  given  direction  were 
increased  without  also  increasing  im- 
port, the  effect  would  be  to  displace  some- 
thing else.  Did  hon.  (Gentlemen  opposite 
want  to  destroy  the  maritime  supremacy 
of  the  country,  or  to  displace  British  en- 
terprises abroad  ?  If  they  did  they  would 
meet  with  the  greatest  resistance.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  House  would  interfere 
with  the  commercial  liberty  which  the 
country  had  enjoyed  so  long.  He  be- 
lieved the  third  objection  was  that  we 
had  too  much  commerce  with  foreign 
nations  and  not  enough  with  the 
Colonies,  but  he  had  already  dealt  with 
this  point  and  shown  that  our  exports 
to  the  Col<mie8  were  [steadily^  increasing, 
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and  any  artificial  interference  with  the 
progress  of  this  btisinesB  would  tend  to 
break  up  the  colonial  Empire  aho- 
gether  and  endanger  the  colonial  tnde 
which  was  now  in  existence. 

He  turned  for  a  moment  to  the 
argument  of  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  with  reference  to 
dumping.  He  did  not  think  that  this 
question  had  been  fairiy  examined.  Hk 
Member  for  West  Birmin^am  hsd  de- 
fined dumping  and  said  that  it  took  place 
when  a  country  produced  more  of  any 
commodity  than  it  was  able  to  oonsmne, 
that  then  it  could  only  get  rid  of  the 
surplus  by  dumping  it,  and  that  Gre*t 
Britain  was  t^e  only  country  in  which 
this  dumping  could  take  place.  He  h&d 
already  spoken  of  one  monstfons  mistake 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  mide. 
and  he  would  only  say  now  that  if  there 
could  be  a  greater  it  would  be  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman's  definition  of  dnmpiiif!- 
Let  the  House  consider  it  for  a  momeDi 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  business  with 
which  he  was  familiar— the  tea  trade. 
Forty  years  ago  no  tea  ww  prodnwd 
within  the  Empire.  It  was  all  imported 
from  foreign  countries.  Last  year 
325,000,000  lbs.  of  tea  were  grown  in 
India  and  Ceylon,  but  the  United  King- 
dom only  consumed  260,000,000  Ihe. 
What  was  done  with  the  75,000,000  lie. 
that  remained  over?  Why  it  was  dumped. 
He  had  never  £  heard  'a  anyUung  so 
thoughtless  as  the  statements  widi  lefer- 
cnce  to  this  great  branch  of  busiDesf. 
If  dumping  were  a  crime  there  wm  no 
nation  in  the  world  that  committed  it  for 
such  a  long  period  as  the  British  nation. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  adopt  any  new 
principle  with  r^id  to  dumping  in  a 
one-sided  manner.  |If  dumping  weir 
bad  then  tl^  country*s  dum]^g  alacsd 
should  be  stopped ;  but  if  it  were  interfend 
with  the  country  would  get  into  difficul- 
ties of  which  hon.  Gentlemen  had  no 
conception.  We  dumped  20,000,00' 
tons  of  coal  abroad  every  year.  W* 
dumped  our  cottons,  our  woollens,  onr 
iron.  We  had  done  it  iac  geoeratioiiB. 
According  to  the  ex-Colonial  Seontur 
dumping  occurred  when  the  coontrr 
produced  more  than  it  could  consnnK. 
Was  the  production,  then,  of  even- 
nation  to  cease  when  her  own  wante  weie 
supplied  ?  Would  France  have  to  cm- 
sumeaUth<bf»9S#^Jiei©^Jgte  Weiethe 
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fruit  and  spices  of  the  Bast  all  to  be 
consumed  in  the  countries  which  pro- 
duced them  ?  Were  the  carpets  of 
Persia  all  to  be  used  in  that  country? 
All  such  suggestions  were  the  foolish 
atteranoes  of  men  totally  unacquainted 
with  trade.  It  was  hardly  an  exagger- 
ation to  say  that  damping  was  the 
foundation  of  English  commerce,  the 
palladium  of  our  business  freedom,  and 
the  man  who  interfered  with  it  would  be 
an  enemy  to  his  country. 

He  would  now  turn  to  the  policy  of 
retaliation  which  the  Prime  Minister  had 
adopted.  It  had  been  stated  that  foreign 
nations  had  treated  us  with  outrageous 
unfairness  in  raising  up  a  wall  of  hostile 
tariffs  against  1U,  from  which  great  mjury 
had  bi\]ea  on  our  commerce,  but  he  would 
obserre  that  there  were  two  distinct 
features  in  the  commercial  ideas  of  foreign 
countries.  In  the  first  place  the  country 
which  shut  out  our  goods  by  tariff  still 
wanted  to  trade  with  us,  but  they  put  on 
a  high  tariff  to  exclude  some  particular 
goods  of  ours.  In  the  second  place  they 
only  treated  us  in  the  same  way  that 
they  treated  every  other  country.'  And 
why  should  they  not  do  that?  If  a  coun- 
try had  the  power  why  should  it  not  shut 
out  whatever  goods  it  pleaded?  What 
was  the  effect  of  a  high  wall  of  tariff  ?  The 
effect  was  that  it  oppressed  their  own 
people,  and  did  not  do  us  any  harm, 
because  whatever  goods  the  foreign 
country  sent  over  here  they  must  accept 
payment  for  them  in  some  other  kind  of 
goods  from  us.  Their  walls  of  tariff,  then, 
only  limited  the  power  of  selection  on  the 
part  of  their  own  people,  and  compelled 
them  to  take  payment  from  us  through 
some  of  the  narrow  channels  which  their 
governments  still  left  open,  which  were 
more  profitable  to  us  than  what  they 
would  select  if  the  wider  field  had  not 
been  closed.  The  merchants  of  this 
country  were  not  such  fools  as  the  Govern- 
ment supposed,  they  were  able  to  protect 
their  own  interests  and  to  secure  that 
whatever  the  limitations  protective  sys- 
tems might  impose,  profitable  bargains 
were  always  made  with  the  foreigner. 


inevitably  lead  to  the  broad  system  of 
protection.  Let  us  examine  the  single 
experiment  in  retaliation  which  the 
Government  have  made.  Nearly  every 
Member  of  the  Gfovemment  who  had 
spoken  had  mentioned  the  Sugar 
Convention  as  a  good  illustration  of  their 
successful  interference  with  "  dumping," 
and  as  an  example  of  retaliation. 
The  Sugar  Convention  Bill  was  an  Act 
shaped  on  the  ideas  of  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary.  It  had  only  been  in  operation 
some  five  months,  and  how  hadit  effect3d 
alreadytheconsumptionof  sugar?  Between 
1902  and  1903  the  consumption  of  sugir 
had  fallen  by  10  per  cent.  Sugar  was  ths 
raw  material  of  a  good  many  commercial 
enterprises,  and  the  fact  that  one-tenth 
of  that  trade  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
action  of  the  Govmmient  was  an  example 
of  the  folly  into  which  the  Honse  had 
wandered.  The  Sugar  Convention  Bill 
was  passed  for  the  sake  of  the  Colonies,  and 
they  were  told  that  the  effect  of  the  measure 
would  b )  that  the  export  of  sugar  from 
the  West  Indies  would  be  doubled  and  the 
decline  of  the  industries  of  those  islands 
wonld  be  arrested.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
in  the  year  in  which  the  Act  had  been 
carried  into  law  the  export  of  sugar  from 
the  West  Indies  was  less  than  the  previous 
year,  for  in  1902  the  total  was  1,200,000 
cwts.,  whilst  in  1903  the  total  was  700,000 
cwts.  Therefore  they  had  not  secured  the 
end  which  they  had  been  striving  to 
obtain.  They  voted  £250,000  as  a  free 
gift  to  the  sugar  indu&try,  to  keep  it  going 
until  the  Convention  came  into  operation. 
What  ought  they  to  pay  now  when  the  Act 
had  come  into  operation,  and  when  they 
had  given,  what  might  prove,  a  final  blow 
to  the  sugar  industry  of  the  West  Indies  ? 
The  great  triumph  of  the  Convention  wa* 
to  be  the  abolition  of  those  noxious 
bounties  which  had  depreciated  the  price 
of  sugar  below  the  cost  of  production. 
The  moment  the  bounties  ceased  sugar 
was  to  advance  58.  per  cwt.,  and  the 
G  vernment  had  adopted  this  policy  re- 
gardless of  the  blow  it  would  have  given 
to  British  trade  if  their  calculations  had 
been  correct.  But  what  happened  ?  The 


Free  trade  was  the  best  weapon  to  fight  I  price  of  sugar  had  not  advanced  when 
hostile  tariffs.    This  weapon  had  served  "    ^       '  '  '      '   *   '  ' 

them  well  in  the  past,  and  if  tfaey  stuck 
to  it  now  it  would  serve  them  well  in 


the  future.    Retaliation  was  the  thin 


the  bounties  were  abolished,  thus  proving 
that  their  nature  and  ^ect  had  been  en- 
tirely miscoaceived,  and  the  whole  enter- 
prise, which  culminated  in  the  Sugar 


end  of  the  wedge,  and  its  adoption  would  ]  Convention  Act,  was  a^hu^e^t^^^^^ 
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the  debate  last  year  on  this  question  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  said  that 
if  they  gave  protection  to  raw  and 
refined  sugar  they  would  secure  protection 
for  sugared  goodsi  and  he  said  that  if  the 
Commission  declared  that  sugared  goods 
were  not  to  be  {ff  otected  in  tne  same  way 
the  OoTemment  would  take  fanmediate 
action  when  Parliament  met.  When  the 
Oommission  met  they  stated  that  sugared 
goods  were  not  in  the  same  position, 
and  refused  the  confectionera  any  pro- 
tection, and  this  had  struck  a  very  severe 
blow  at  the  confectionery  industries  of 
this  country.  Thb  simple  illostration 
was  a  proof  that  this  House  ought  to 
hesitate  before  makins  any  further 
experiment  in  the  same  direction. 

There  was  one  other  aspect  of  this  ques- 
tion of  protection  and  free  trade.  They 
Were  too  apt  to  forget  what  an  important 
country  Ireland  was,  and  how  deeply  she 
was  interested  in  those  great  ezperiments.- 
The  people  of  Ireland  were  suffering  from 
the  high  price  of  sugar,  and  they  were 
paying  between  £400,000  and  £500.000  a 
year  in  extra  taxation  owing  to  the  im- 
position of  the  sugar  tax  some  two  or  three 
years  since.  Whatever  they  did  in  regard 
to  l&ese  matters  in  this  country  Ireland 
bad  to  bear  ber  share  of  any  lose  or  any 
mistakes  they  made.  Looking  back  on 
the  last  century  they  could  see  the  effect 
of  both  the  policies  on  that  unhappy 
country.  Under  fifty  years  of  protection 
Ireland  endured  the  greatest  famine  in 
her  hbtory.  Then  followed  fifty  years 
of  free  trade,  during  which  her  industries 
bad  been  mined  and  her  population 
reduced  to  half,  and  now  there  was  the 
keenest  political  discontent  throughout 
the  country.  The  fact  was  that  whatever 
this  Parliament  did  it  could  do  no  good 
to  Ireland.  Still,  there  was  a  standpoint 
from  which  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
could  regard  this  question.  Free  trade 
meant  fiscal  freed^,  but  the  idea  of 
Colonial  preference  or  any  Imperial 
zollverein  wonld  lead  us  in  an  opposite 
direction.  It  was  quite  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  free  trade  that 
Ireland  should  have  the  right  to  put  on 
her  own  taxes,  as  ihs  Channel  Islands  did. 
Ireland  suffered  very  much  under  the  Is. 
com  duty,  and,  without  saying  that 
Ireland  was  very  deeply  interested  in  the 
fi:cal  question,  he  ventured  to  say  that 
British  protection  offered  nomote  advan- 
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tages  to  Ireland  than  British  free  trade. 
On  the  contrary,  the  principles  of  free 
I  trade  were  more  likely  to  be  advantageous 
to  Ireland  than  protection. 

The  concluding  paragraph  o!  this 
I  Amendment  referred  to  the  blessings  d 
j  free  trade.    They  were  divided  into  three 
parts,  which  had  been  laid  down  by  all  the 
great  apostles  of  free  trade.    In  the  first 
;  place  the  Government  should  not  interfere 
with  trade ;  in  the  second  place  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  should  be  found  by 
\  direct  taxation ;  and  in  the  third  pla4» 
I  there  should  be  strict  economy  in  the  ser- 
vices of  the  State .    By  direct  taxation  the 
burden  could  be  laid  fairly  upon  the  rich, 
as  well  as  the  poor.     The  disadvantage 
I  of  protection  was  that  an  undue  propor- 
;  tion  was  pressed  out  of  those  wbo  could 
least  afford  it.   They  [had  been  told  that 
:  foreign  countries  had  adopted  protection, 
and  they  had  done  it  because  it  vaa  a 
'  good  means  ci  wringing  a  large  sum  out  of 
the  people  without  knowing  exactly  how 
I  it  was  paid.    Under  free  trade  they  saw 
'  how  taxation  was  paid.  The  Qovemment 
I  had  failed  in  all  three  respects.  They 
^  were  the  most  extravagant  Government 
:  the  country  had  ever  known;  they  re- 
'  lieved  direct  taxation  instead  of  indxect 
!  taxation ;  and  now  they  were  teying  to 
j  give  the  deadliest  blow  of  all  to  tiie 
j  country  by  interfering  with   ita  com- 
.  mercial  freedom.   He  appealed  to  free- 
,  traders  opposite  to  stiek  to  the  principles 
;  which  they  had  fought  for  in  such  a 
i  gallant  manner  and  he  was  quite  sure 
I  if  they  did  this  that  victory  would  crown 
their  efforts. 

And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of[th'' 
I  dock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
'  this  Evening's  Sitting. 


BVBNINO  SITTING. 


KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February]  to 
Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  foUoweth : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign — 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Qre^.^^ijt^  and 

Digitized  ay 


1105    King's  Speech  {Moiim,    {\\  February  1904} 


for  an  Address).  1106 


Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Tour  Majestv  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses    of  Parliament."— ^Jfr.  H(trd^.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"At  the  end  of  the  QueetioD,  to  add  the 
words  '  Bat  it  is  our  duty,  however,  humbly  to 
rewewnt  to  Tonr  Majesfy  that  our  effeotive 
delibention  on  the  finanoial  Service  of  the  year 
IB  impaired  by  conflicting  deolaratioDi  from  Your 
Majesty's  Ministere.  We  respectfully  submit  to 
Your  Majesty  the  judgmentof  this  House  that  the 
removal  of  protective  duties  has  for  more  than 
half  a  century  'active^  conduced  to  the  vast 
extension  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  ihe 
reahn  and  to  the  welfare  of  its  population; 
and  tills  House  believes  that,  while  tlie  needs  of 
aotaai  unprovement  are  still  manifcdd  and  urgent, 
any  return  to  protective  duties  more  particu- 
lariy  when  unposed  on  the  food  of  the  people, 
would  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  national 
streogth,  contentment,  and  well  beiug."— (if  r. 
JohnMoHej/.) 

Questioa'again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

Mb.  J.F.  hope  (Sheffield,  Brightside) 
said  the  question  under  discussion  was 
so  large  that  it  was  difficult  to  know 
wheie  to  begin,  and,  judging  by  the  ex- 
perience of  previous  speakers,  it  was 
equally  difficult  to  know  where  to  end. 
'  He  would  deal  first  of  all  with  an  argu- 
ment which  had  been  advanced  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  to  the  effect  that  if 
we  changed  our  fiscal  system  we  should 
discourage  the  efforts  of  those  who  in 
foreign  countries  were  advocating  the 
polity  of  free  trade.  Exactly  the  con- 
trary had  been  urged  in  the  Frankjurter 
Zeiimgf  which  argued  that  it  was  the 
bad  example  of  Germany  which  en- 
couraged the  present  movement  in 
England,  and  pleaded  for  a  commercial 
treaty  with  England.  With  the  statistics 
of  the  prosperity  of  Germany  before 
them,  however,  it  was  manifest  that  such 
an  a^vment  must  fall  flat  witili  the 
readers  of  the /Voni^iiWA-^etwn^.  He  had 
examined  the  trade  statistics  of  Russia, 
Qermany,  Italy,  Holland,  France,  and 
Belgium,  and,  taking  the  figures  for  1890 
and  1902,  he  found  that  in  every  case, 
with  the  solitary  exception  of  Russia, 
those  countries  had  increased  their  trade 
with  us  in  manufactured  goods,  and  we 
had  decreased  our  trade  witii  them. 
Taking  1890  and  1902,  the  first  and  last 
years  for  which  the  figures  were  avail- 
able, he  found  that  Germany  in  1890 


8entu8£9,500,0(X)  of  manufactured  goods, 
and  we  sent  them  £16,000,000;  in  1902 
they  sent  us  £16,(XX),(XX),  and  we  sent 
them  £16,500,000,  or  a  baUnoe  against  us 
of  £6,000,000.  In  the  same  way,  between 
the  same  years  the  txade  with  Italy 
showed  a  balance  against  us  of  £1,260,000 ; 
with  Holland  (mostly  German  through 
trade),  £6,750,000  ;  with  France, 
£7,250,000;  with  Belgium  £7,750,000; 
and  with  the  United  States  £20,000,000; 
ora  total  balance  against  us  with  these  six 
countries  of  no  less  than  £49,0(X),000.  It 
was  perfectly  clear  that  with  these  facts 
before  them  all  the  wisdom  of  the  pro- 
fessors would  not  avail  with  the  people  of 
Germany  against  the  actual  experience 
of  their  traders  and  merchants.  The 
only  means  by  which  we  could  induce 
them  to  treat  us  more  liberally  was  to 
play  the  same  game.  This  fact  showed 
the  difference  between  ethios  and  econo- 
mics ;  in  ethics  it  was  wrong  to  do  evil 
that  good  might  come,  but  iu  economics 
the  only  way  to  bring  about  true  free 
trade  was  to  indulge  freely  in  retalia- 
tion. 

So  far  as  the  productive  character 
of  a  country  was  lessened,  so  for  did 
it  lose  something  of  that  energy  and 
virility  whereby  alone  it  had  been 
made  and  would  continue  to  be  great. 
An  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this 
statement  was  seen  in  the  contrast 
between  a  manufacturing  town  and  a 
watering-place,  the  one  a  town  of 
producers  and  the  other  a  town  of 
consumers.  Everyone  connected  with 
towns  of  tliat  description  would  recognise 
that  in  the  one  mere  was  an  energy, 
corporate  and  individual,  which  was 
lacking  in  the  other.  Although  the 
agencies  of  the  distribution  of  wealth 
might  be  multiplied,  still  there  was  some- 
thing inseparable  from  the  productive 
character  t^at  we  should  b  t  sorry  to  part 
with  in  our  national  Ufe.  He  did  not  ita 
a  moment  say  that  we  had  come  yet  to  bs 
a  country  of  consumers,  but  there  were 
ominous  tendencies  in  that  direction. 
He  had  seen  statistics  of  employment, 
divided  into  industries,  in  which  the 
numbers  employed  had  decreased  within 
Ute  years,  those  in  which  the  numbers 
employed  had  not  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  population,  and  tibose  which  showed 
an    increase    in    proportion    to  the 
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agricultural     labourers,  clockmakers, 
hemp  and  jute  makers,  lead  miners,  silk 
workers,   tin   miners,   tin-plate  goods 
makers,  and  zinc  workers;  the  second 
included  chemical  manufacturers,  coal 
miners,    dress   industry,    glass  manu- 
facturers, and  textile  fabrics;  while  the 
only  trades  included  in  the  third  category 
were  books,  prints  and  maps ;  engine  and 
machine  makers,  fitters  and  boiler  makers ; 
food,  lodging,  tobacco,  and  drink;  and 
houses,     funiitore,     decoration,  and 
building.    These  facts  were  somewhat 
significant.   Those  in  the  book  trade  were 
engaged  in  a  strictly  protected  industry; 
machine  makers  largely  made  that  which 
would  subserve  and  increase  industrial 
development  abroad ;  boiler  makers  had 
great  difficulty  in  exporting,  owing  to  the 
bulk  and  shape  of  their  products ;  those 
engaged  in  the  industries  connected  with 
food  and  drink  obviously  could  not  ex- 
port to  any  great  extent ;  and  the  houses 
and  building  trades  were  protected  by 
the  circumstances  of  their  occupation  from 
the  competitive  importation  of  ready- 
made  goods.    Therefore,  according  to 
those  statistics,  of  the  actually  productive 
staple  industries  of  the  country  there 
was  not  one  in  which  an  increase  was 
shown.     And  that  must  be  the  natural 
consequence  when  a  home  industry  had 
neither  the  market  at  home  to  itself  nor 
the  free  entrance  to  foreign  markets,  for 
the  greater  the  flow  of  imports  the  less 
must  be  the  employment  at  hom^. 

No  Member  would  wish  as  an  ideal  that 
we  should  be  a  nation  of  consumers 
only.  As  to  the  diplomatic  aspect 
of  the  question,  it  would  probably 
be  admitted  that  when  diplomacy 
was  stripped  of  its  conventional  finesse  it 
resolved  itself  into  inducements  or  threats. 
In  many  instances  the  questions  of  dijEFer- 
ence  between  nations,  while  not  of 
first-rate  importance,  were  still  of  great 
importance  to  large  sections  of  the 
community,  and  in  such  cases  how  could 
we  proceed  1  What  inducements  had  we  to 
oflier  ?  To  enter  into  an  alliance,  with  its 
accompanying  risks,  for  the  sake  of  a 
purely  trade  advantage  was  not  worth 
the  game.  To  offer  territory  was  to  part 
with  real  property  in  exchange  for  a  very 
doubtful  and  contingent  advantage. 
The  offer  of  cash  down  would  not  be 
tolerated  by  any  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  it  would  be  an  induce- 
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ment  to  every  nation  in  the  world  to 
blackmail  us.  We  could  not  offer  tiade 
advantages,  as  we  had  given  them  »w»y 
already.  Having,  then,  no  indaconKOts 
to  offer,  could  we  offer  threats  ?  To  go 
to  war  for  an  ordinary  trade  advantage 
would  be  simply  wicked  and  immoial. 
We  could  do  nothing  without  the  power 
of  retaliation,  which  at  present  we  did 
not  possess.  He  would  not  confine  this 
argument  merely  to  oases  of  oomnwo*! 
advantage ;  it  could  be  appUed  to  ques- 
tions of  international  importance  not 
necessarily  or  exclusively  connected  with 
trade. 

In  our  difference    years  ago  with 
Portugal  an  allusion  to  Oporto  wine  would 
have  had  a  potent  effect ;  the  Newfound- 
land Fisheries  dispute  might  have  been 
ended  by  a  reference  to  champagne  and 
silks ;  and  there  were  conceivable  circom- 
Btances  in  which  mineral  oil  might  be  of 
considerable  diplomatic  service.  Bnt 
how  should  tl  is  power  of  retaliation  be 
exercised  ?    Statements  had  been  made 
to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  used  only 
after  Parliament  had  been  consulted  is 
each  case.   That  was  good  as  fcr  as  it 
went,  but  he  would  like  to  go  fortha. 
The  procedure  on  a  Finance  Bill  or  * 
Convention  Bill  was  no  more  than  the 
rest  of  the  British  Constitution — a  good 
fighting  machine.    Just  as  in  case  of 
national  emergency  he  would  give  the 
Executive  Government  f power  to  »i« 
and  apply  money  without  the  previous 
consent  of  Parliament,  so  he'would  pa» 
a  general  statute  giving  theJExecutivc 
Government  the  power,  within  certain 
limits,  to  retaliate  on  its  own  responsi- 
bility, subject  to  the  judgment  of  Pariia- 
ment  afterwards,  against  any  oountrv 
diat  treated  us  unfairly.   In  Germany 
the  Government  had  not  general  or  uni- 
versal powers,  but  a  restricted  power  of 
increasing  or  diminishing  tariffs,  which 
was  subject  to  the  judgment,  not  of  the 
Reichstag,  but  of  the  1  Bundesrath  only. 
When  a  country  like  Germany  possessed 
such  a  power,  surely  we  ought  to  allow 
our  Government  the  use  of  a  weapon 
equally  prompt  and  effectiv.?,  and  not 
trust  merely  to  the  wisdom  of  this  some- 
what garrulous  assembly.  ["  Oh !  '1-  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  .the  Member  foe 
Montrose"  had  recently  stated  that  the 
advocates^of  reform  in  this]  matt«i  were 
acting  'on  pure  hypotheses.  He  codd 
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assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  in 
Sheffield  there  was  no  hypothesis  whatever 
about  the  matter.   There  was  real  and 
sore  distress,  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  there  had  been  Bome  delay  in 
the  Government  orders  for  armour-plate 
— a  point  to  which  he  hoped  the  Civil 
Lord  to  the  Admiralty  would  give  some 
attentitm — ^but  more  Uigely  due  to  cir- 
cnmstanoes  which  nothing  but-economic 
change  could  touch.  It  must  necessarily 
be  so  when  shafting  made  by  his  con- 
stituents ceased  to  find  a  nwrket  at  the 
Tyne  ports,  because  Germany  by  its 
cartel  system  was  able  to  sell  the  same 
article  at  £3  per  unit  less.  There  was  no 
sin  in  dumping  itself.    It  was  a  perfectly 
legitimate  commercial  operation.  But  as 
a  matter  of  business,  if  one  side  played 
at  it  the  other  shotdd  also.  His  ideal 
was  that  dumping  should  be  stopped  on 
both  sides,  but  if  we  could  not  get  an 
entrance  into-  foreign  markets  we  ought 
at  least  to  keep  command  of  our  own. 
If  he  might  venture  a  criticism  on  the 
proposals  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham,  he  did 
not  think  his  right  hon.  friend  had  quite 
explained  how  be  would  hamonise  the 
conflicting  claims  of  the  revenue  and  the 
retaliatory  tariff.   Looked  at  simply  for 
the  purposes   of   tavenue,  the  tariff- 
would    not     be     effective     for  re- 
taliation against  dumping;  and,  on  the 
other  handf  in  th*^  conceivable  case  of 
retaliating  against  all  the  world,  next  to 
no  revenue  would  be  brought  in.  That 
was  a  difficulty  which  deserved  attention. 
His  suggestion  would  be  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  put  the  highest  revenue 
tax  on  foreign  manufactured  goods  their 
experts  advised;  they  would  then  have 
their  revenue  and  machinery.  Having 
their  revenue  and  machinery  they  should 
then  add,  in  case  of  necessity,  duties  on 
any  particular  articles  in  accordance  with 
the  needs  of  fiscal  warfare.  In  reply  to  the 
objection  that  they  would  never  know 
what  revenue  they  were  likely  to  get,  he 
would  say  that  they  should  calculate 
their  revenue  well  within  the  mark  and  let 
the  balance  go  to  the  sinking  fund.  But 
then  this  question  arose :  the  policy  of  the 
Government  was  to  openforei^  markets ; 
how  would  that  affect  industries  which  do 
notexport,  particularly  agriculture?  From 
the  policy  of  negotiation  and  retaliation 
he  did  not  think  agriculture  or  other  non- 


exporting  industries  could  gain.  Would 
it  gain  under  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Hember  for  West 
Birmingham  ?  If,  as  was  said  in  the 
case  of  the  corn  duty,  the  first 
shilling  did  not  count,  the  Mily  advantage 
to  be  secured  was  in  the  second  shilling, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  addition  of  a 
shilling  to  the  price  of  com  would  make 
the  dSerence  between  pMsperity  and 
depression.  Therefore,  as  at  present 
formulated,  neither  proposal  met  the 
difficulty.  He  thou^t  the  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  was  mdicated  by  Lord 
Salisbury  some  years,  ago  when  he  stated 
that  exporting  industries  were  suffering 
from  foreign  tariffs,  while  non-exporting 
industries  were  suffering  from  a  home 
excise  in  the  shape  of  rates.  In  the  one 
case  the  remedy  was  to  get  rid  of  foreign 
tariffs,  and  in  tlw  other  to  reduce  <£e 
rates. 

Some  critics  had  attacked  the  Govern- 
ment for  proposing  a  revolution  in  ths 
fiscal  policy  of  t\e  country.  Although 
he  disagreed  with  this  he  ventured  to 
thiiiJc  that  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  a  small  or  insignifioant 
part  of  the  policy  of  fiscal  reform.  The 
proposals  of  the  Government  were  good 
in  themselves,  and  mi^t  be  advocated 
and  put  into  operation  quite  apart  &om 
any  further  measures.  He  remembered 
that  during  the  discussions  on  the 
Finance  Bill  of  1902,  he  ventured  to  put 
forward  views  on  fiscal  policy  which  had 
since  become  more  fashionable  than  they 
then  were ;  for  he  found  fault  with  it  be- 
cause it  contained  no  retaliatory  proposals. 
On  that  occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Aberdeen  was  kind 
enough  to  say  that  he  had  pven  a  lucid 
exposition  of  exploded  fallacies.  He  pre- 
sumed the  right  hon.  Gentleman  still 
thought  them  fallacies  but  he  must  recog- 
nise that  whether  fallacies  or  not  they  had 
still  considerable  detonating  power.  The 
change  had  been  such  that  nobody  two 
years  ago  would  have  ventured  to  pre- 
dict. 

A  good  deal  had  been'^Jsaid  against 
the  attitude  of  the  Prime  Minister  on 
this  question.  F<xr  lus  personal  defence 
he  needed  no  one  but  himself ;  but  as  a 

matter  of  speculation  it  was  interesting 
to  know  what  other  course  his  critics 
would  have  had  him  take.  Was  he  to 
anathematise  the  rlg^^leJW^J^e^^*^ 
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the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  and  j  schools  1   His  point  was  that  the  qnes- 

all  his  works  i  If  so,  he  would  have  been  tioos  he  had  just  put  to  the  OpposititHi 
unfair  to  his  own  convictions,  because  he  were  no  more  unreasonable  than  the 
went  with  the  tight  hon.  Gentleman  at  questions  put  to  the  Government  as  to 
least  half  the  way.  Was  he  to  accept  the  how  they  were  going  to  carry  out  their 
new  policy  wholesale,  and  make  it  his  <  proposals  in  regard  to  fiscal  reform.  He 


own  ?   If  so,  he  would  have  been  open 
to    the    charge    of    committing  his 
Party,  unprepared   and    unsuspicious,  | 
to  a  revolution    <d   which   no  man 
could  see  the  end.    Was  he,  again, ' 
to  resign  his  post  and  acknowledge  him-  ! 
self  overcome  by  the  stress  of  the  situation?  i 
If  so,  he  would  have  been  false  to  the  trust 
which   a    united  Party  had    unani-  \ 
moosly  committed  to  him  a  year  before.  ^ 
Another  course  ma  possible  to  him»  to  \ 
accept  the  necessity  lor  fiscal  change,  to 
determine  the  time  and  the  measure  of  its 
applioation,  according  tea  sense  ofwhat  was 
practicable  for  Parliament  and  expedient 
for  the  State,  and  to  hold  together  his 
Party  for  work,  for  reform.'and  for  c-onser- 
vation  in  other  regions  of  no  less  import- 
ance than  the  fiscal  sphere.    This  the 
Prime  Minister  had  done,  and,  in  so  doing, 
he  believed  he  would  be  followed  by  the 
very  great  majority  of  his  supporters  with 
a  loyalty  which  difficulties  and  calumny 
woiUd  make  the  more  staunch  and  the 
more  enduring. 

The  Government  had  been  asked  not 
only  to  declare  their  poUcy  but  also  the 
actual  details  and  methods  by  which 
they  wished  to  carry  their  policy  out.  It 
had  been  said  that  it  would  not  be  very 
long  before  they  had  a  General  Election, 
ana  therefore  he  presumed  that  the 
Opposition  also  had  a  policy.  What  did 
they  propose  in  regard  to  education  ?  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  solitary  repre- 
sentative of  the  Opposition  Front  Bench 
would  like  a  little  cross-examination 
upon  that.  [Cries  of  "Yes,"  and  an 
Hon.  Member,  There  is  only  one  on  the 
Government  Bench.]  The  Opposition 
ought  to  be  prepared  to  state  how  they 
would  carry  out  a  reform  in  the  financial 
system  of  the  country.  Would  the  hon. 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  be  prepared  to  stand  a  cross- 
examination  as  to  how  they  proposed  to 
carry  out  their  education  policy  ?  Did 
they  propose  to  restore  the  School 
Boards,  buy  up  the  Voluntary  Schools,  or 
take  them  over  without  paying  for  them, 
and   g^ve    secular    instruction  in  all 
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feared  that  soma  of  his  friends  forget  that 
forty  years  parsed  from  the  time  when 
first  an  a^tat^  for  free  trade  B|ffaiig  up 
till  the  time  when  it  was  consonunated 
under  the  treaty  of  1860.  They  had  to 
deal  with  what  to  many  Englishmen  had 
become  a  religion,  and  they  could  not  dbive 
religious  convictions,  even  though  they 
be  based  on  ancient  superstition.  But 
that  the  change  must  come,  and  that  it 
need  not  be  feared,  he  was  equally  con- 
vinced. People  talked  sometimes  as 
though,  before  free  trade,  England  waa  a 
poor  country  of  mean  account ;  but  our 
shipping  supremacy  was  created  hy  the 
Navigation  Act  of  a  Republican  Qovera- 
ment,  our  wealth  (according  to  Sir  R. 
Gifien)  trebled  between  17S0  and  1800, 
and  our  credit^  under  another  fiBcal 
system,  brought  us  triumphant  throng 
the  strain  of  the  great  wars.  It  waa  true 
that  by  the  middle  of  the  last  century  the 
old  system  had  done  its  work  and  could 
no  longer  stand ;  but  the  sucoess  of  Uiat 
which  followed  was  aided  by  a  rare  com- 
bination of  events  and  sentiment  witii 
which  it  became  associated  in  the  public 
mind,  or  the  resolts  <tf  which  it  naoiped 
in  the  popular  tradition.  It  was  syn- 
chronous witii  great  discoveries  of  gold  and 
a  marvellous  development  of  applied 
science.  Again,  it  represented  triumph 
over  the  landed  interest,  and  the  landed 
,  interest  was  not  popular  in  the  towns. 
,  Those  who  opposed  it  had  opposed  the 
Reform  Bill,  and  it  was  therefore 
,  associated  with  democratic  principles, 
^  a  conjunction  which  all  subsequent  ex- 
perience had  shown  to  be  fortuitous. 
Above  all,  the  age  in  which  it  was  passed 
was  an  age  of  illusions.  Peace,  brother- 
hood, the  reduction  of  armaments,  the 
decay  of  national  sentiment,  and  rivalries 
were  looked  on  as  the  natural  fruit  (rf 
diffused  knowledge  and  extended  con- 
municationa.  Now  racial  hatzeda  axe 
everywhere  stimulated,  natioi^  riTalries 
I  are  more  bitter  than  before,  armaments 
,  are  multiplied  on  every  hand.  For  our 
material  defences  they  had  learned  their 
lesson.  He  trusted  that  in  the  economic 
sphere  as  well  they  would  teoosniae  the 
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txoth,  that  il  we  wanted  peace  we  must ; 
be  prepared  for  war. 

*SiB  JOHN  BRUNNER  [(Oheshire, 
Northwich)  said  the  junior  hon.  Member 
for  Oldbam,  whose  speech  gave  so  much  j 
pleasure  to  all  who  heard  it,  gave  credit ! 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  | 
for  West  Birmin^am  for  courage  and  : 
belief.    No  man  in  this  House  failed  to  ' 
recognise  the  courage  of  the  right  hon. 
Genueman,  and  they  gave  him  full  credit 
for  belief  in  his  own  doctrines.   He,  how- ' 
ever,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  but  little  foundation  for  that 
belief,  and  he  had  arrived  at  this  decision  \ 
after  reading  the  ez-Coionial  Secretary's  ; 
speeches  and  criticisms  upon  them.    The  ; 
familiar   case  of   tiie  tin-pUte  trade  ■ 
had  been    blown  into  atoms,  upon 
the    highest   possible  authority,    by , 
Sir  John  Jones  Jenkins,  who  had  shown 
that  in  1902  the  tinplate  trade  showed 
the  largest  amount  of   business  ever 
known  in  the  history  of  the  trade.  Sir 
John  Jones  Jenkins  explained  that  it 
was  only   the  old-fashioned  tin-plate  ; 
works  wUch  were  at  a  standstill,  and  J 
that  in  the  United  States  the  rise  in  the  | 
price  of  tin-plates  caused  by  the  tariff  had 
cost  them  so  much  that  it  would  have  { 
paid  the  country  better  to  have  paid 
the  cost  of  those  works  and  pensioned 
all  the  work-people  off  at  fidl  wages. 
The  right   hon.  Gentleman  had  also 
told  them  that  the  average  price  of 
wheat  in  the  ten  years  following  the  repeal 
of  the  Com  Laws  was  higher  than  the 
average  price  of   the   three  preceding 
years.    This  self-appointed  teacher  was 
not  aware  that  the  Act  of  1846  decreed 
that  the  new  duty  should  not  come  into 
operation  until  February.  1849.  There- 
fore he  took  the  years  1847  to  1856,  as 
the  ten  years  following  repeal,  includ- 
ing two  year*  under  the  old  duties 
and  two  years  at  70B.a  quarter,  during  the 
CrimeanWar.  Again  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Ikmwr  for  West  Birmingham 
told  his  audience  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
that  the  alkali  trade  of  that  neighbourhood 
had  been  mined  by  foreign  competition. 
This  trade  was  carried  on  by  two  methods, 
one  employii^  sulphur,  and  the  other 
ammonia,  both  invented  in  France  in 
1808.   After  many  experiments  it  was 
then  decided  that  the  sulphur  process  was 
the  best,  because  sulphur  was  the  more 


easy  to  obtain.  This  process  was  rapidly 
developed  in  England  and  manyfortunes 
were  made  by  it.  In  1861,  however,  a 
disrii^uished  Bel^an  started  again  the 
ammonia  process,  and  after  experiment- 
ing with  it  for  ten  years  he  succeeded 
with  his  process  and  in  1873  made  2,6(X) 
tons  of  alkali.  The  process  thereafter 
underwent  an  enormous  development, 
with  the  result  that  last  year  the  amount 
of  alkali  produced  by  it  had  risen  to 
1,610,000  tons,  while  the  total  output  of 
the  sulphur  process,  the  one  worked  at 
Kewoastle,  declined,  during  the  same 
period  from  525,000  tons  to  150,000  tons. 
Was  that  due  to  foreign  competition? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  did  not  know  even 
the  A  B  C  of  this  trade,  and  to  attempt, 
by  legislation,  to  stop  such  a  process  was 
like  trying  to  legislate  against  last  year's 
rain.  He  had  come  to  the  cottwision 
that  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
was  not  a  safe  guide  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  certain  specific  trades.  What 
were  really  the  reasons  why  some  trades 
were  languishing  in  this  country  ?  One 
of  the  reasons  was  that  the  works  in 
which  the  business  was  carried  on  were 
old-fashioned.  There  were  trades  which 
were  seriously  injured  (he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  in  the  presence  of  friends 
of  his  who  represented  organised  labour), 
by  the  old-fashioned  ways  of  some  of  the 
trades  unions.  Just  as  the  plant  in  some 
works  was  old-fashioned,  so  the  trades 
unions  were  old-fashioned  if  they  limited 
the  out-put  and  drove  hard  bar^im 
with  employers  as  to  new  designs, 
if  they  unduly  limited  tb,e  number  of 
apprentices,  or  limited  mechanical  appli- 
ances. 

Before  they  descended  to  such  a 
method  as  protective  duties,  at  least 
let  the  employers  and  the  employed  meet 
together  in  a  friendly  fashion  and  set 
their  house  in  order.  He  was  an  em- 
ployer in  the  wire  trade,  one  sym- 
pathetically but  mistakenly  dealt  with 
by  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham,, 
and  he  knew  that  it  was  suffering  from  a 
lack  of  courage  on  the  part  of  the 
employers  and  corsideration  on  the  part 
of  the  employees.  He  hoped  that  before 
long  employers  and  employed  would  meet 
together  in  that  trade  also  to  see  if  any- 
thing could  be  done  to  the  mutual  advan- 
tage  of  both.   The  rij^t  hoj.^^g(^ 
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the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  said 
thai  under  a  sjrstem  of  protection  they 
would  have  greater  steadiness  o!  employ- 
ment The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
proved  the  contrary  by  his  own  state- 
ments. What  was  it  that  had  produced 
trouble  in  the  tinplate  trade  hut  an 
import  duty — not  a  duty  imposed  in  this 
country  but  in  another.  Impose  duties 
in  this  country  and  they  would  produce 
violent  chaq^  just  as  duties  imposed  in 
another  country  had  done.  The  first 
impoeitim  of  a  tariff,  and  every  change 
in  a  tariff,  brought  upon  one  trade  or 
another  some  derangement.  The  steadi- 
ness of  employment  was  less  in  every 
protected  country  than  in  our  own.  He 
had  spoken  of  one  cause  why  some  <A 
our  trades  were  languishing,  but  there 
was  another  known  as  "rule  of  thumb  " 
management. 

He  had  heard  of  a  woollen  mill  in 
Torialure,  where  <m  one  Aoot  the  foreman 
had  unlimited  power  of  ordering  a  certain 
■chemical,  while  the  foreman  on  the  floor 
below  had  unlimited  power  of  ordering 
another  chemical  which  counteracted  the 
une  above.  The  same  traveller  sold  both. 
Not  one  of  the  directors  knew  why  either 
chemicals  was  med.  He  remembered 
having  a  ocmversation  with  a  soap 
manuncturer,  a  customer  of  his  own. 
He  coaxed  the  customer  to  tell  him  how 
much  soap  he  had  turned  out  in  the 
previous  six  months  and  found  that 
only  one-third  of  the  alkali  supplied 
had  gone  out  of  his  factory  in  the 
shape  of  soap.  He  recommended  him  to 
find  out  where  the  other  two-thirds  had 
^ne.  That  gentleman  discovered  that 
it  had  gtme  down  a  sewer  through  a 
broken  pipe.  That  was  one  instance  of 
"rule  of  thumb."  His  own  firm  once 
got  a  claim  from  a  glassmaker,  who  said 
that  his  glass  was  ruined  by  the  amount 
of  sulphur  in  the  alkali  sold  to  him. 
The  hon.  Bfember  knew  there  was  no 
sulphur  in  the  alkali,  and  he  paid  a 
visit  to  the  glassworks.  He  succeeded 
in  getting  a  sample  of  bar3rta  which  was 
being  used  there,  and  he  sent  it  to  the 
public  analyst  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne  for 
analysis.  It  was  found  to  be  sulphate 
of  buyte,  instead  of  carbonate  of  baryta, 
as  it  should  have  been.  Hence  those 
tears.  Naturally  no  more  was  heard  of 
the  claim. 

Sir  John  Bnmner. 


Reference  had  been    made   in  the 
course  of  the  debate  to  the  making  of 
'  electrical  machim'ry.   It  was  the  fae&on 
<  now  to  be  in  favour  tA  scientalfio  ednca- 
\  tion,  but  it  was  not  so  twenty  years  ago. 
A  great  blow  came  then  upon  the  trade 
of  making  electrical  machinery.    By  the 
Electric  Lij^ting  Act  of  1882,  any  person 
wh6  estabUshed  an  electric  lighting  in- 
stallation in  a  town  was  bound,  at  the 
end  of  twenty-one  years,  tohuid  it  over 
to  the  authorities  of  the  town  without 
any  addition  to  the  price  for  good-will 
or  prospective  profit.    No  business  man 
in  his  senses,  undertaklnganewand  risky 
business,  would  trade  on  such  terms.  The 
author  of  the  Act  was  the  right  hon. 
Glentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, Only  a  fratnight  ago  he  heard  of  a 
case  which  afforded  an  illustration  of  how 
English  trade      behind.    It  had  been 
behind,  but  it  was  recovering.  An 
Englishman,  resident  in  one  of  the  British 
colonies,  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
his  factory  a  plant  which  was  likely  to 
to  produce  a  new  dye.    He  sent  a  speci- 
men to  a  oorxespondent  in  England,  and 
that  cOTiespondent  sent  it  to  the  Colonial 
Institnte,  with  the  view  of  asoertaining 
whetJ^er  anything  could  be  made  of  it. 
The  authorities  of  the  Institnte  said  tJtey 
never  examined  anything  except  for  the 
Colonial  Office.  The  English  correspond- 
ent sent  the  specimen  to  a  well-known 
firm  of  chemical  manufacturers  in  Gei^ 
many,  the  firm  which  was  now  threatening 
India  with  the  absolute  loss  of  the  trade 
in  indigo.    They  produced  a  new  dye 
from  it  and  that  dye  had  been  registered 
in  the  joint  names  of  the  German  company 
and  the  English  correspondent.  The 
House  remembered  very  well  how,  not 
long  ago,  a  number  of  deaths  were  caused 
from  the  drinking  of  beer  containing 
arsenic.  In  a  trial  just  finished  t^e  names 
<rf  two  firms  haid  been  mentioned — 
one  of  whom  made  sulphuric  acid  contain- 
ing arsenic  and  the  other  used  the  acid  in 
making  glucose  for  brewers.  That  trial 
had  brought  to  light  an  appalling  ignor- 
ance on  the  part  of  these  firms,  which  was 
a  shame  to  the  chemical  trade.  He  was 
glad  that  the  English  firm  who  manu- 
factured sulphuric  acid  should  have  been 
.excused  from  any  allegation  of  fraud, 
'but   their   ignorance  was  absolutely 
appalling. 
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The  causes  of  slackness  I  have  spoken 
of  are  all  removable  causes.  As  showing 
the  disadvantages  of  the  protective  system 
the  hon.  Member  mentioned  the  case  of  an 
American  inventor  who  introduced  into 
EngUind  a  machine  by  which  matches 
were  made  without  the  intervention  of 
hand  labour  from  the  time  the  blocks 
of  wood  were  put  in  until  they  came 
out  as  finished  matches.  In  England, 
matdunaking  by  that  process  was  now 
s  most  prosperous  trade,  and  the  com- 
pany was  paying  large  dividends.  The 
same  machine  was  tried  in  Germany. 
It  could  only  be  used  with  a  particularly 
soft  wood,  and  none  suitable  was  to  be 
found  within  the  limits  of  the  Zollverein. 
The  duty  on  the  wood  introduced  from 
other  quarters  wag  so  high  that  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  make  the 
matches  in  Germany.  He  could  give 
another  illustiation  from  the  soap  trade 
in  Ganada.  His  friend,  Mr.  Lever,  had 
a  soap  factory  in  the  col<my,  and  ihe 
wunted  to  use  cotton  seed  oil  for 
making  soap.  All  soap  materials 
there  were  duty  free,  but  cotton  seed 
oil  was  not  cn  the  list.  The  other  soap 
manufacturers  did  not  want  to  use  cotton 
seed  (h1  and  they  took  measures  to  prevent 
it  being  pat  on  the  list.  That  was  an 
example  of  the  lobbying  tiiat  took  place 
under  protection. 

The  noble  Lord,  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  said  that  a  free 
trade  Government  could  do  nothing 
for  trade.  Those  who  thought  so 
■were  totally  mistaken.  The  United 
States,  100  years  ago,  determined  that 
the  improvement  of  harbours  and 
rivers  should  not  be  left  to  the  locality, 
and  should  not  be  left  undone  because  of 
the  poverty  of  a  locality.  One  Govern- 
ment in  Europe  after  another  had  done 
great  things  to  help  trade,  and  in  a 
thoTouf^ly  wholesome  fashion,  by  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  the  internal  transit  of 
goods,  the  cost  of  the  receipt  of  goods  at 
ports,  and  tlie  cost  of  UuMling.  They 
were  toM  t^t  no  practical  recommenda- 
tion came  from  the  Opposition  side ;  he 
submitted  this  one  to  his  own  leaders. 
The  fruitful  cause  of  protective  duties 
was  extravagant  expenditure.  He  threw 
back  in  the  teeth  of  any  man  tlie  imputa- 
tion tiiat  he  was  a  LittJe  Englander. 


Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight)  said  the 
hon.  Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
shown  clearly  from  practical  experience 
how  very  much  greater  were  the  influences 
of  scientific  invention  and  co-operation 
between  employers  and  employed,  and 
other  factors,  than  the  factor  of  import 
duties  upon  trade.  In  that  matter  he 
struck  at  the  root  of  the  question  which 
was  agitating  the  country  and  the 
House  as  to  whether,  after  all,  im- 
port duti-is  could  help  ns  in  any  way 
whatever.  He  was  sure  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers, free  traders  or  free  importers,  were 
grateful  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
for  the  speech  he  had  made  that  day. 
The  right  hon.  Gentlemen  said,  suppose 
you  place  an  import  duty  of  5  or  10  per 
cent,  for  revenue  purposes  and  you  find, 
incidentally,  it  has  a  helping  effect  on  the 
home  producer  or  to  t^e  Clolonies,  are  you 
to  say  it  is  a  protective  duty  and  you  are 
to  have  ncme  of  it  ?  He  ventured  to  say. 
Tes.  The  Colonic  Secretary  had  described 
free  traders  as  being  fanatics  and  ascetics 
in  this  cause.  Frankly,  he  confessed  that 
he  was  a  fanatic  or  an  ascetic,  because  he 
believed  that  any  tax  which  had  a  pro- 
tective effect  was  a  tax  which  this  country 
would  do  wisely  to  forswear.  He  had 
been  impelled  to  the  belief  tiiat  protective 
taxes,  whether  small  or  large,  whet^r  in- 
volving colonial  preference  or  not,  con- 
tained so  great  and  manifold  evils  that  he 
for  one  would  never  be  a  party  to  their 
imposition.  [Opposition  cheers.]  Al- 
though the  holding  of  this  belief  might 
drive  him  from  the  ranks  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Pioty,  still  he  adhered  to  that 
dedsion.  Anyone  who  proposed  to  take 
the  grave  step  of  voting  against  the 
Government  ought  to  give  some  reason 
why  he  held  this  faith  so  strongly.  He 
had  already  stated  his  objection  to  agree 
to  a  tax  which  would  help  the  home  pro- 
ducer, although  imposed  for  revenue  only. 
He  cited  the  case  erf  the  working  man  who 
lived  under  the  two  systems.  The  work- 
ing man  at  present  went  to  a  shop  to 
buy  sugar  and  other  articles.  He  iwas 
aware  that  he  was  spending  6d.  more 
than  he  need  spend  if  there  were  no 
taxes  at  all.  But  the  working  man  said 
to  himself,  "  I  know  that  the  Army  and 
Navy  are  necessary,  and  I  am  willing  to 
pay  my  share."  Under  the  system 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  the  workmg  man.  ■  in 
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buying  his  neceBsaries,  would  be  aware, 
not  only  that  he  was  paying  6d.  more, 
but  he  would  now  say, "  A  portion  of  the 
6d.  goes  towardB  the  Army  and  the  Navy, 
but  a  portion  also  goes  to  provide  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Robinson,  the  owners  of  the 
factory,  with  more  money  to  employ 
more  footmen  and  drink  more  cham- 
pagne." And  the  working  man  would 
speak  the  absolute  truth. 

He  agreed  that  the  economic  loss  of 
wealth  to  the  people  of  the  country  was 
very  slight,  because  much  of  the  money 
gained  by  the  manufacturer  would  be 
distributed  among  his  workpeople,  but  no 
one  could  deny  that  the  man  who  paid  pro- 
tective taxes  had  a  definite  grievance.  No 
one  would  also  deny  that  the  system  under 
which  we  lived  did  produce  a  greater 
degree  of  social  content  than  prevailed 
in  any  other  country ;  and  thongh  he 
believed  that  while  the  economic  loss 
suffered  by    protection    was  greatly 
exaggerated  by  free  trade  speakers,  yet 
the  social  evils  of  protection  had  received 
nothing  like   sufficient    attention.  A 
country  which  had  adopted  free  trade 
and  reverted  to  protective  duties,  how- 
evei  small,  must  do  one  of  two  things. 
It  must  either  transfer  the  people  to 
great  countries  with  illimitable  resources, 
like  America,  or  it  must  have  a  military 
despotism   such    as   prevailed  on  the 
Continent.   He  might  be  wrong  in  that 
belief,  but  at  least  it  was  a  belief 
by  greater   authorities   than  himself. 
Taxes  could  not  in  any  case  be  a  source 
of  wealth,  and  experimce  had  proved 
that  they  could  not  transfer  wealth  from  ' 
one  country  to  another  by  putting  on  | 
taxes.    As  countries  could  not  tax  one ' 
another,  a  Government  had  then  to ' 
consider  in  what  way  they  should  put  a  I 
tax  on  the  people  of  their  own  country,  1 
on  which  class,  and  for  the  benefit  of ' 
what  other  class.  Now  they  came  to  the ! 
cmx  of  the  case,  and  the  cause  of  all  the 
agitation  in  the  country.   Were  they ' 
going  so  to  put  on  their  taxes  that  part 
of  them  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  producers  and  the  con- 
sumers, and  put  partly  into  the  cofiers  of 
the  State  and  partly  into  the  pockets  of 
another  class  of  consumers  and  producer;, 
or  were  they  going  to  continue  the 
principle  under  which  we  had  lived  for 
the  last  sixty  years,  that  money  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  general  public 
Major  Sedy. 


should  go  straight  into  the  coffers  of  the 
State  ?  He  for  one  adhered  to  the  view 
I  that  it  was  wiser  to  stick  to  the  plan  of 
\  taxation      revenue  purposes  only,  and 
I  he  would  ask  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  whether  he  believed  it 
possible  to  pledge  his  Government  that 
they  would,  under   no  circumstances, 
■  except  for  purely  temporary  and  com- 
;  bative  purposes,  impose  any  restrictive 
^  duties  of  any  sort  or  kind  on  foreign 
manufactures  1 

'  *Mk.  LYTTELTON:  The  poUcy  of 
:  retaliation  does  not  prescribe  tlw  imposi- 
:  tion  of  import  duties  <m  any  class 
I  of  cranmodities  except  for  defensive 
:  purposes. 

Major  SBELT  said  he  was  glad  to 
hear  from  his  right  hon.  friend  a  definite 

j  pledge  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  policy 
!  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  that  they 
I  had  no  intention  now,  nor  at  any  fatnre 
j  time,  before  or  after  any  election,  to  pat 
import  duties  of  any  sort  or  kind,  except 
I  as  a  purely  temporary  expedient,  upcm 
!  foreign  manufactured  goods. 

i    •Mb.  LYTTELTON:  My  hon.  and 
'  gallant  friend  has  no  right,  after  asking  a 
question  and  receiving  an  answer,  to 
make  a  q>eech,  and  put  into  my  azuwor 
that  which  it  did  not  contun. 

Major  SEELY  said  he  was  sorry  if  he 
had  misinterpreted  his  right  hon.  tiiend's 
view,  bat  the  matter  was  of  so  mach  im- 
portance, for  it  really  embodied  the  whole 
question  at  issue.  Might  he  ask  him  what 
was  the  position  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment? [Ministerial  cries  of  "  No."]  It 
was  apparent  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment could  not  possibly  give  that  pledge, 
because  their  supporters  had  practically 
unanimously  applauded  eve^  speech, 
every  statement,  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  when  he  pointed  out  tiiat 
the  imports  of  certain  classes  oi  foreign 
goods  had  deprived  the  working  classes 
of  £6,000,000  of  wages.  He  excepted 
from  this  remark  those  who  had  remained 
firm  to  their  free  trade  principles,  aIthon{^ 
many  had  been  half  driven  from  them 
by  some  leaders  of  the  Party,  and  many 
others  had  been  misled.  The  right  hon. 
Gentlemui  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham had  sud  that  it  was  possible 
by  a  system  of  import  duties  to  give 
300,000  poor  families  i^l^^fry.  who 
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had  been  deprived  of  their  work  by  the 
importation  of  foreign  goods,  SOs.  a  week. 
M  there  was  one  germ  of  truth  in  it, 
what  an  iUimitable  hope  it  held  out  to 
all  these  people  who  were  stmg^^ng  on 
the  verge  of  poverty,  and  who  thooght 
that  they  saw  by  this  method  n  relief 
from  all  their  tronbleB !  The  true  division 
was  between  those  who  believed  that  the 
exclosion  of  imports  would,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  contended,  give  wealth  to 
those  who  had  no  wealth,  and  employ- 
ment to  those  who  sought  it,  and  conld 
not  fbd  it,  and  tikoee  who,  like  himself, 
held  that  that  was  an  idle  dream.  He 
asked  his  right  hon.  friend  whether  the 
Government  would  pledge  themselves  to 
the  view  that  it  was  idle  and  absurd  to 
suppose  tbat  relief  from  all  their  tronbles 
could  be  obtained  by  import  duties,  and 
he  oould  get  no  answer.  He  did  not 
blame  the  Colonial  Secretuy,  but  from 
his  right  hon.  friend's  speech,  and  from 
that  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  it  could  be  seen  that  they  did 
believe  that  relief  from  the  troubles  of 
the  poor  was  to  be  found  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  import  duties  and  taxes.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  had  delnded  himself 
and  the  people  of  this  country,  with  tbe 
best  and  most  patriotic  motives  no  doubt, 
into  the  belief  that  relief  would  come  from 
taxation,  then  they  must  oppose  lus  pro- 
posals by  every  means  in  their  power,  so 
that  other  greater  reforms  might  not  be 
swept  aside,  and  so  that  bitter 
disappointment  might  not  render  our 
peopw  more  miserable  tiian  before. 
If  it  were  true  that  any  relief  from 
suffering  could  be  obtained  from  the 
imposition  of  import  duties,  then  for 
Heaven's  sake  let  the  Government  come 
forward  with  it  at  once.  Let  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  had  told 
them  that  £5,000,000  were  abstracted  from 
the  pockets  of  Englishmen,  stand  forward 
at  once  like  a  man  and  say  tbat  he  and  his 
colleagueswouldputan  end  to  thesesorrows 
and  troubles.  He  honestly  believed  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  sincerely  believed  it; 
but  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  say 
so — and  why  not  ?  In  order  to  keep  the 
Pdxtj  together !  He  did  not  wish  to  say 
anything  unkind,  but  he  could  not  be  a 
puty  to  trifling  with  the  deep  feelings 
that  had  been  aroused,  and  honestly 

VOL.  OXXIX.  [Fourth  Seribs.] 


aroused,  on  both  sides  in  this  matter. 
He  was  firmly  cv,nvinced  tbat  all  this 
protectionist  talk  was  nothing  but  folly 
and  an  idle  dream.  For  his  own  part  no 
talk  of  retaliation,  or  of  holding  the  Party 
together,  would  induce  him  to  support  a 
Party  which  held  that  idle  dream,  and  he 
would  unhesitatingly  vote  and  would 
urge  upon  his  friends  not  to  doubt  for  a 
moment,  but  to  vote  also  for  the  Amend- 
ment, which  represented  their  opinions 
of  the  truth. 

*Mk.  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanarkshire, 
Partick)  said  that  there  was  no  section 
of  the  House  which  felt  more  deeply 
than  those  who  agreed  with  the 
opinions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham the  loss  from  which  the  House 
suffered  by  his  absence  from  this  debate. 
They  felt  how  much  that  absence  pre- 
judiced the  cause  in  whidi  they  were 
interested.  But  there  was  one  thing 
they  thoroughly  appreciated,  and  that  was 
the  generous  sympathy  which  the  House 
had  shown  for  the  cause  of  that  absence, 
and  the  friends  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men would  not  soon  or  lightly  forget  the 
deep  and  true  feeling  which  inspired  the 
phrases  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose  when  he  in* 
formed  tiie  House  of  the  cause  of  the 
absence  of  the  opponent  and  friend  with 
whom  he  had  hoped  to  cross  swords  in 
this  great  arena.  Such  words  leave  a 
mark,  not  to  be  obliterated  by  the  dints  or 
the  dust  of  the  keenest  party  controversy. 
They  had  heard  a  very  striking  speech 
from  tibe  Colonial  Secretary,  with  every 
word  of  which  he  thoroughly  agreed.  £a 
one  of  his  earliest  friends  in  this  House, 
he  hoped  he  would  be  permitted  to  con- 
gratulab>  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  that 
speech,  which  showed  to  the  world  what  his 
friends  had  long  known,  how  fit  he  was  to 
be  the  occupant  of  the  great  office  he  now 
held.  But  there  was  another  speech  upon 
which  a  vast  deal  of  emphasis  had  been 
laid  by  those  opposed  to  the  Government 
on  that  side  of  the  House  and  on  this,  and 
that  was  the  speech  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  Those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  Government  were  inclined 
to  take  that  speech  as  a  final  and  per- 
manent definite  declaration  of  policy, 
but  to  his  mind  it  was  nothing  of  the 
kind.  He  took  it  simply  asnm  intenm 
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leport — an  explanation  of  the  present 
policy  of  liieHJovemment,  together  with 
the  personal  opinions  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  it.  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  rightly  de- 
clined to  state  the  future  policy  oi  the 
Government,  and  he  quoted  as  an  un- 
answerable precedent  the  action  of  Mr. 
Gladstone.  In  due  time  and  at  a  future 
time  the  policy  of  the  Government  would 
be  put  before  the  country,  and  it  would  be 
on  higher  authority — the  authority  of  the 
Prime  Minister  himself,  who,  with  all 


Then  as  to  liberty  of  negotiation  the 
Prime  Minister  said — 

**  Will  the  remedy  you  propose  be  complete  T 
It  will  not  be  complete  eren  if  tried  in  its 
integrity,  because  the  ooontry  will  not  tolente 
tbe  taxation  of  food." 

Was  the  whole  answer  to  these  questionB 
to  be  that  the  Government  wished  to 
have  the  power,  after  obtaining  the  coa- 
currence  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
i  use  retaliation  ?  That  was  not  enough,  as 
;  the  outcome  of  such  a  speech.  Moun- 
tains would  have  been  in  ktbour  and  have 


.1  T*  j^.^Lw  j*i  brought  forth  a  very  small  mouse  indeed, 
respect  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  ^  jj  principle  of  freedom  of  negotia- 
Trade,  was  a  bgher  authority  than  he  was.  |  ^-^^  accepted,  as  it  appeared  to  be 
He  must  say  that  he  could  not  accept       ^^^^  ^j^^  ^ 

the  system  of  successive  General  Elections  ^ 


which  had  been  expounded  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  That  was  taking  a  great  deal 
too  many  bites  to  the  cherry.  It  was  not 
in  the  power  of  anyone  to  say  what  the 
issues  at  the  next  General  Election  woald 
be.  These  issues  would  form  themselves, 
and  no  declaratior  now  could  hinder  the 
Prime  Minister  or  the  Party  from  going 
to  the  country  on  the  larger  policy  of  Im- 
perial consolidation,  and  preference  to 
the  Colonies  if  and  when  it  seemed  ex- 
pedient to  them  to  do  so.  The  Prime 
Minister  very  rightly  in  his  speech  at 
ShcfHeld  reserved  his  freedom  on  that 
point,  and  they,  his  followers,  declined  to 
take  any  limitation  on  that  except  from 
himself.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  line 
which  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  taken  was  a  false  line,  it  was  open  to 
attack  from  the  free  trade  side  and  it  was 
open  to  an  acceptance  which  was  jut^t  as 
damaging.  It  admitted  too  much,  and 
<  eminded  him  of  the  excuse  of  the  servant 
girl  who,  when  an  unfortunate  baby  ap- 
peared, said  "Please,  sir,  it  was  only  a  very 
littleone."  Thatwasanexcusewhich would 
not  carry  any  weight.  In  view  of  the  de- 
claration of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  what  became  of  the  great  Sheffield 
speech  of  -,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
solemn  questions  which  were  asked  in  it? 
The  Prime  Minister  said — 

*'  Hie  second  question  I  will  imagine  pot  to  me 
is  this—*  Do  you  destra  to  reverse  the  fiscal  tradi- 
tioD,  to  alter  fundamental^  the  fiscal  traditioD 
which  has  prevailed  during  the  last  two  genera, 
tions?'  Yea,  I  do.  I  propose  to  alter  that 
tradition  by  asking  tbe  people  of  this  country 
to  reverse,  to  annul,  to  delete  altogether  from 
their  book  of  maxims  of  public  conduct  the 


proceed 

said  by  tihe  ultra-fiscal  purists  that 
retaliation  was  impossible,  that  it  mi^t 
lead  to  a  tarifi  wu".  Of  course  it  might, 
but  so  might  any  diplomatic  negotiation 
lead  to  war,  and  it  was  the  business  of 
diplomatiste  to  avoid  that.  The  same 
was  true  in  regard  to  fiscal  negotiation. 
He  denied  the  assertion  that  it  made  no 
difference  in  n^tiating  treaties,  whether 
we  had  a  power  of  Tetaliati<Hi  or  not. 
He  would  tike  to  read  an  extract  on  this 
point  from  Mr.  Morley*a  **  Life  of 
Cobden."  In  defending  the  policy  of  the 
French  Treaty  of  1860,  Mr.  Morley  said— 
"  It  is  absurd  to  quarrel  |with  the  treaticA 
because  they  do  not  soond  in  time  with  tbe 
verbal  jingle  of  an  abstract  dogma.  It  ia  beside 
tbe  mark  to  meet  the  advantages  gained  hy  the 
international  aotkn  oi  oommerciu  treaties  fagr 
the  fomnla  'Take  care  of  your  import*  aiia 
your  exports  will  take  care  of  themselves.' 
The  decisive  o<Hi8ideration  is  that  we  can  only 
procure  imports  from  other  couotrira  on  the 
cheapest  possible  terms  upon  the  condition  that 
producers  in  those  countriee  aro  able  to  receive 
our  exports  on  the  cheapest  possible  ttfms. 
Foreioi  ^iroduoers  can  oa^  do  this  on  condition 
that  uieir  Governments  can  be  indnoed  to  lower 
hostile  tariffs;  and  foreign  Governments  are 
only  able,  or  choose  to  believe  that  they  are 
on^  able,  to  lower  tariffs  in  face  of  the  streagth 
of  tbe  protected  interests  1^  means  of  a  oom- 
'  mercial  tren^." 

I  He  wished  to  give  a  further  in- 
;  stance.  He  met  the  other  day  a  gentle- 
man who  was  concerned  in  (Rawing  up 
the  McKinley  Tariff,  who  gave  him  a 
most  graphic  description  of  proceedings 
when  that  tariff  was  being  drawn  up. 
Article  after  article  was  discussed  by  the 
Tariff  Committee,  and  the  amount  of  dut^ 
to  be  imposed  upon  it.  On  one  articte 


doctrine  that  you  must  never  put  on  taxation  !  expert  adviser  of  the  Committee  said 
 „. «  .  >.  I  "  Be  careful ;  remember  ,90  oer  pent,  of 
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except  for  revenue  purposes. 
Mr.  Parker  Smith, 
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this  article  comes  from  Germany ;  pat  on  a 
low  tariff."  A  low  tariff  was  aooordingly 
imposed.  On  another  article  it  was  said 
"  Three-fourtha  of  these  goods  come  from 
France;  you  must  not  put  the  duty  too 
high,  for  France  can  meet  you."  The 
duty  was  fixed  accordingly.  Another 
article  came  forward^  when  it  was  said 
"  Oh,  this  article  comes  from  England,  do 
what  yon  like  with  it."  That  was  the 
style  in  which  foreign  countries  dealt  with 
a  country  which  could  not  defend  itself. 
There  was  another  instance,  and  it  was 
contained  in  the  Blue-book  on  India 
issued  the  other  day.  In  this  Blue-book 
the  views  of  the  Qovernmcnt  of  India  on 
the  qaeetion  of  preferential  tariffs  were 
set  fwth  and  they  stated  that  so  far  as 
they  could  see  at  present  such  a  policy 
would  not  suit  them.  But  they  gave  a 
variety  of  cases  in  which  the  Government 
policy,  the  policy  of  negotiation,  had  actu- 
ally been  used  in  India.and  where  the  tariff 
used  as  a  weapon  against  foreign  countries 
in  tariff  negotiations  had  beenof  immedi- 
ate and  great  value  to  the  people  of  India. 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Northumberland  (Berwick)  had  challenged 
them  to  cite  a  single  instance  in  which  the 
power  of  retaliation  had  been  used 
with  satisfactory  results.  Well,  he  would 
give  them  some  from  this  Blue-book.  In 
the  year  1900  France  proposed  to  submit 
imports  from  India  to  the  higher  or 
general  tariff.  More  recently  Russia 
threatened  to  raise  her  already  exorbitant 
duty  on  Indian  tea  following  the  passing 
of  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill.  In  the 
former  case  the  Indian  Government  were 
able,  by  the  grant  of  a  small  tariff  con- 
cession in  favour  of  vinegar  and  copperas, 
to  secure  most-f  avoured^nation  treatment, 
and  to  esoape  the  ahnost  penal  enhance- 
ment to  which  their  coffee  and  pepper 
would  otherwise  have  been  subject.  In 
the  Russian  case  the  Government  of 
India  advised  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
they  would  be  prepared  to  impose  a 
differential  duty  on  Russian  petroleum. 
"In  both  cases,"  it  wag  stated  in  the 
Blue-book,  "  negotiation  was  rendered 
po&ible  by  the  fact  that  India  possesses 
an  import  tariff,"  and  was  ready  in  case  j 
of  need  to  differentiate  against  the  goods 
of  other  countries,  the  CrovemmentB  of 
which  assumed  a  hostile  attitude.  j 


The  MASTER  of  ELIBANE  (Edia- 
bui^h,  Bfidlothian) :  What  had  they  lost 
in  Ceylon  over  the  Russian  case  ? 

•Mb.  PARKER  SMITH:  Ceylon  has 
nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  it. 

The  MASTER  of  EUBANK:  Bat 
what  have  the  planters  lost  ? 

*Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  objected  to 
these  irrelevant  interruptions.  He  was 
stating  the  case  of  India,  and  was  proving 
from  the  Blue-book  which  had  been 
quoted  from  by  the  other  side  on  points 
favourable  to  them,  that  the  Government 
of  India  had  in  the  last  few  years  reaped 
advantage  from  the  very  policy  which 
the  Home  Government  were  chiiming 
liberty  to  use,  and  which  it  had  been 
asserted  by  hon.  Members  opposite  it 
could  not  under  any  possible  circum- 
stances be  of  advantage  to  any  Govern- 
ment to  have.  Indeed  the  Indian 
Government  declared  that  in  their 
opinion  a  greater  freedom  of  policy  would 
be  attended  by  beneficial  results, 
for  they  went  on  to  say  that  if  Japan 
were  made  to  understand  that  the  Indian 
Government  were  free  when  necessary  to 
differentiate  against  foreign  countries  it 
would  be  possible  to  get  better  terms  from 
the  Japanese  Government  than  bad  hither* 
to  been  the  case.  Thus  they  had  three 
concrete  instances  of  the  advantages 
gained  by  the  possession  of  these  addi- 
tional powers.  But  there  was  a  great 
deal  more  beyond.  He  frankly  confessed 
that  it  seemed  to  him  there  was  no  line 
of  demarcation  in  this  matter.  Once 
accept  the  principle  of  using  tariff  for 
other  purposes  than  revenue  only  and  a 
great  many  other  things  must  follow. 

It  was  said  long  ago  by  Adam  Smith 
that  defence  was  more  important  than 
opulence.  Now-a-days  there  were  many 
things  more  important  than  opulence, 
and  we  wanted  freedom  to  use  the  tariff  in 
order  to  obtain  them.  The  country 
would  be  asked  for  a  full  and 
deliberate  mandate  to  Ud«  the  tariff 
:  for  poUtical  purposes,  to  obtain  em- 
ployment and  a  higher  class  of  employ- 
ment for  the  people,  and  to  draw  the 
parts  of  the  Empire  closer  together — to 
I  bring  the  Colonies  into  closer  union  with 
ourselves.  This  undoubtedly  meant  pre- 
ference, a  duty  on  manufactures,  a  general 
tariff,  a  tax  on  food.  He  w^uot  afraid 
I  of  going  with  those  Si^F*  MSo^glo^ 
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when  the  country  had  had  time  fully  to 
understand  them.  There  were  of  course 
many  difScultiea  to  be  faced,  and  some 
of  them  had  been  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol;  Much  elaborate  negotiation 
would  be  involved,  much  adjostment  in 
favoui  of  one  Colony  or  another  corre- 
sponding to  what  the  Colonies  were  willing 
to  give  us.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
had  asked  would  it  be  a  fair  bargain  to 
allow  colonial  imports  to  come  here  free 
while  our  exports  were  taxed.  But  how 
did  that  differ  from  the  present  condition  of 
affairs  I  Only  in  so  far  as  that  was  the 
state  of  things  with  foreign  countries  as 
well  as  with  the  Colonies.  They  can  all 
send  their  goods  here  free  while  we  on 
our  part  had  to  pay  duties  on  those  we 
sent  them.  The  worst  that  could  bo 
argued  against  the  proposal  for  preference, 
then,  was  that  the  Colonies  would  be  in 
the  same  position  as  foreign  oountiies 
were  in.  He  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  had  minimised  unduly  the 
capacity  and  willingness  of  our  Colonies 
to  meet  us,  but  if  after  all  we  could  not 
make  a  bargain  with  them  we  should  be 
very  much  as  we  were.  Free  trade  with- 
in the  Empire — which  was  what  we  were 
hoping  for  in  the  future — might  be  far 
out  of  reach  now ;  but  was  not  the  path 
to  a  union  of  that  kind  through  closer 
arrangements  with  the  Colonies  t  The  in- 
fluence of  the  Zollvercin  on  Gorman  unity 
had  not  been  suflicicntly  appreciated  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Greenwich 
who  did  not  appear  to  realise  all  that  it  had 
to  do  in  leading  up  to  the  Union  of  the 
German  Empire.  German  historians  and 
economists  placed  great  stress  upon  it 
and  upon  the  public  spirit  of  Prussia  in 
entering  into  agreements  with  the  smaller 
scattered  States — separated  not  by  the 
sea  which  united  but  by  the  land  which 
divided — and  in  standing  without  scruple 
the  great  pecuniary  loss  thereby  involved 
for  a  long  time,  they  held  that  these 
bold  saci^ces  and  this  Fiscal  Policy 
led  up  to  the  consolidation  of  the 
German  Empire.  Two  other  parallels 
were  quoted  by  the  noble  Lord— the 
cases  of  the  Union  with  Scotland  and 
Ireland — and  he  drew  from  them  the 
conclusion  that  in  these  matters  fiscal 
interest  counted  for  very  little.  He 
himself  took  an  opposite   view^  The 

Mr.  I'tirieer  Smith. 


Union  with  Scotland  took  place  in  1707, 
and  at  the  time  there  was  a  strtHig 
feeling  against  it  which  was  only  over- 
come by  the  fact  that  the  Union  meant 
prosperity  and  fiscal  advantage  to  Soot- 
land.  What  better  witness  could  thej 
have  of  that  than  Sir  Walter  Soott, 
who,  by  the  mouth  of  Bailie  Nicol 
Jarvie  describes  how  the  strong  feeling 
against  the  Union  was  overcome  when  it 
was  discovered  that  by  admission  to  the 
West  Indian  and  Virginutn  trade  Scotland 
gained  wealth,  prosperity,  and  bappineas. 
That  was  the  manner  in  which  cordi- 
ality was  created  between  the  two 
countries.  Bnt  hov  was  it  with 
regard  to  Ireland  the  exact  contrary 
was  the  case?  There  the  Union  wa« 
brought  about  on  political  grounds — 
grounds  absolutely  sufficient  as  he 
thought — bnt  unfortunately  Bngland's 
fiscal  policy  proved  absolutely  destructive 
to  the  material  interests  of  Ireland.  No 
one  would  deny  that  the  policy  ci  free 
trade,  however  advantageous  toBng^nd, 
was  ruinous  to  Ireland  in  the  middle  half 
of  the  last  century,and  he  feared  that  the 
fact  that  adversity  instead  of  prosperity 
to  Ireland  being  the  result  of  that  financial 
policy  was  responsible  for  the  continuance 
till  the  present  day  of  the  feeling  against 
the  Union.  Had  the  Union  made  Ireland 
financially  prosperous  in  the  same  way 
as  it  did  Scotland,  the  feeling  against  it 
would  assuredly  have  died  out  by  now. 

Another  argument  which  had  been 
brought  forward  was  in  connection  with 
the  old  Corn  Laws.  But  nobody  in  tiieir 
senses  wanted  to  go  back  to  the  Cora 
Law  policy  of  sixt^  years  ago.  Those 
Com  Iaws  were  an  absolute  am  hopeless 
blunder.  That  view  was  held  hj  the 
most  scientific  proteotionists,  the  German 
school,  who  had  put  the  theory  on  a 
sound  basis.  But  the  Com  Laws  were 
but  a  small  and  unimportant  factor  in 
the  condition  of  the  country.  The  real 
contest  in  the  free  trade  controversy 
of  sixty  years  ago  lay  betweoi  tin 
manufacturing  interest  and  the  a^- 
cultnral  interest;  and  it  was  political 
passion  that  had  given  an  exaggerated 
importance  to  the  Com  Laws.  They 
were  perfectly  unnecessary  and  led  to  ex- 
travagant prices  in  bad  times  without 
keeping  the  prices  steady  in  good  years, 
when  they  were  inclined  to  fall  too  low. 
Cobden,  in  1842,  said^e  Free  Trade 
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moTemenb  was  a  middle-clasa  agltatiou. 
He  complained  that  the  intelligent 
mechanics  stood  aloof,  and  the  Chartists 
were  hostile  and  suspicions.  It  was 
the  great  capitalist  class  who  formed  the 
basis  of  the  anti-Corn  Law  movement, 
because  they  felt  that  their  order  was 
at  stake.  It  was  a  false  idea  altogether 
that  the  growth  of  this  country  in  the 
last  fifty  years  was  owing  solely  to 
free  trade,  confined  to  those  whose  know- 
led^  of  history  is  only  derived  from 
pohtiofJ  books  and  pamphlets.  People 
forget  that  in  the  period  immediately 
preceding  steam  had  come  into  general 
use  and  Uiat  there  had  been  an  absolute 
change  in  our  whole  system  of  commerce. 
Adam  Smith  writing  not  much  more  than 
a  century  ago  told  them  how  in 
thoie  days  it  took  six  weeks  to  carry 
a  load  td  four  tons  by  road  £com 
Eldinburgh  to  London  ami  back, 
while  it  took  an  equal  period  to 
take  200  tons  the  same  distance  by  sea. 
Since  then  there  had  been  an  enormous 
and  unparalled  extension.  Adam  Smith 
told  them  also  that  the  growth  of  popula- 
tion constituted  the  most  decisive  mark 
of  a  county's  prosperity.  Well»  in  the 
first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
population  of  Great  Britain  increased 
faster  than  it  had  ever  done  either  bsfore 
or  since.  In  the  forty  years  from  1800 
to  1841 — a  period  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  said  was  one  absolutaly 
miserable  and  wretched,  the  population 
of  the  United  Kingdom  increased  by  65  per 
cent.,  and  in  the  forty  years  1851  to  1891 
— he  left  out  the  period  of  the  potato 
famine — the  increase  was  only  38  percent. 
If  they  left  Ireland  out  of  considerati  on, 
and  if  they  took  Great  Britain  alone  the 
increase  in  the  first  forty  years  was  70 
per  cent,  and  in  the  second  period  60  per 
cent.  Those  were  the  days  when  the 
doctrine  of  laisser  /aire  prevailed  in  all 
directions,  growth  was  chaotic,  and 
vast  towns  were  spriI^:ing  up  while  there 
were  not  in  existence  sanitary  or  factory 
laws.  It  was  the  noveld  of  the  period 
that  gave  the  truer  picture  of  the 
state  of  tiie  country.  They  had  ^been 
referred  by  Mr.  Morley  to  novels,  and 
especially  to  those  of  Mr.  Disraeli  and^Mrs. 
Gaskell.  Let  them  read  those  and  they 
would  find  tJiat  the  most  bumingquestions 
of  that  deny,  were  not  as  to  the  dear  loaf. 
They  would  remember  the  case  of  the 
old  lady  m  "  Sybil "  who,  when  told  she 


I  needed  the  cheap  loaf,  replied  that  the 
I  difficulty  was  she  had  no  money  to  buy 
it  with.  The  grievances  dwelt  upon 
were  in  connection  with  the  Truck 
system  and  the  repeated  strikes,  and  they 
arose,  too,  from  the  wild  and  uncontrolled 
action  of  trades  unions,  as  well  as  from 
the  loss  of  employment  from  time  to  time, 
owing  to  thf>  uncertain  condition  of  trade. 
In  "Sybil"  the  worst  grievance  is  put 
thus — 

"  We  d(m*t  flee  mou^h  <^  our  young  Queen's 
bead,  for  we  are  not  paid  in  money  bat  in  waiat- 

coats." 

That  was  also  the  kind ,  of  'grievance 
described  by  Mrs.  Gaskell,  who  had  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  Manchester. 
The  distress  during  the  period  of  the 
corn  laws  was  caused  not  so  much 
by  the  high  price  of  bread  aa  by  the 
reaction  from  the  war  and  the  dis- 
tress which  followed  on  it,  and  by  the 
rotten  poor  law  which  existed  at  the 
time  and  which  encouraged  men  to 
believe  they  could  prosper  as  well  without 
as  with  employment.  Then,  too,  there 
was  the  change  going  on  from  the  staple 
agricultural  coiuition  to  the  industrial 
state  M  civilisation.  Everybody  was 
entering  into  fresh  employment  under 
conditions  that  were  absolutely  chaotic. 
These  changes  in  the  social  ^yetem  meant 
friction  and  much  suffering,  and  o!  that 
they  had  an  illustration  in  connection 
with  the  west  of  Scotland.  The  thriv- 
ing textile  industry  of  that  district  failed 
and  was  gradually  transferred  to  Lan- 
cashire and  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  great  mineral  industries  sprang  up 
to  take  its  place,  but  the  change  which 
occurred  during  the  time  that  it  was 
going  on  led  to  very  great  distress.  But 
was  it  fair  or  honest  to  exploit  those 
memories  of  old  bitterness  and  to  pretend 
that  a  duty  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  amount 
of  the  old  corn  tax  could  have  in  the 
slightest  degree  the  effect  which  the  old 
tax  had.  It  was  the  old  story  of  giving 
a  dog  a  bad  name  and  hanging  him.  But 
it  was  just  as  unfair  to  give  oneself  a 
good  name  when  it  was  not  deserved. 
That  seemed  to  him  to  be  what  the  Free 
Food  League  was  doing.  They  were 
using  a  name  which  was  entirely  foreign 
to  their  doctrines,  principles  and  opera- 
tions, and  which  was  absolutely  inconrect 
injtself  and  calculated  to  misif 
were  trading  under  aP'W 
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That  seemed  to  to  be  beyond  the  legiti  - 
mate  sphere  of  political  warfare,  'ff^en 
it  was  pointed  out  to  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire he  admitted  that  the  name  might 
be  incorrect  and  somewhat  misLeading, 
but  that  it  did  not  mattra'.  He  himself 
did  not  think  that  that  was  an  adequate 
way  of  dealing  with  such  a  misrepresen- 
tation. The  Free  Food  League  meant 
that  food  was  to  be  had  free.  To  be 
accurate  the  name  of  the  League 
should  be  "The  Free  From  Protective 
Taxes  Food  League."  There  was  no 
justification  in  using  a  name  which 
was  liable  to  miaunderstanding,  and  to 
which  the  persons  using  it  had  no  right. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
gave  it  as  his  personal  view  that  it  would 
not  be  wise  for  the  country  to  adopt  the 
new  fiscal  policy.  That  mi^t  or  might  not 
be  true  at  the  present  time,  but  he  did  not 
consider  that  tiie  right  hon.  Oentleman 
^ve  any  strong  reason  in  support 
of  his  contention.  He  said  that  the 
effect  of  protection  would  practically 
be  to  put  a  tax  on  the  consumer  for  the 
benefit  of  the  producer.  He  himself  did 
not  consider  that  protection  could  be 
justified  when  it  imposed  a  tax  on  the 
consumer  ioi  the  benefit  of  the 
producer ;  but  that  it  was  to  be  justi- 
fied when  it  impraed  a  tax  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  at  large.  The 
best  and  soundest  form  of  protection  was 
protection  by  which  no  money  was  raised 
at  all.  Take  the  case  of  carpets  in  the 
United  States.  Before  the  McKinley 
Tariff  there  was  a  very  large  export  of 
cai^te  to  the  United  States.  The 
McKinley  TarUf  put  on  a  very  heavy 
duty,  with  the  result  that  a  certain  kind 
of  carpet  ceased  to  be  imported  into 
the  United  States.  What  happened? 
According  to  the  arguments  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  the  price  of  carpets 
ought  to  have  gone  up,  and  the  con- 
sumers should  have  sufiered;  but  the 
price  did  not  rise  at  all ;  it  remained 
exactly  the  same.  The  only  difference 
was  that  the  carpets  were  made  in  the 
United  States  instead  of  in  Scotland,  and 
that  the  workmen  in  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  the  manufacturers,  had  the  whole 
benefit  instead  of  the  Scottish  manufac- 
turer and  Scottish  workman.  That  was 
an  example  of  successftd  j^oteotion 
which  increased  employokent  to  the 
ben^toftbecountryatlarge.  Bethought 
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hon.  Gentlemen  who  differed  from  them 
on  the  question,  should  at  least  give 
them  the  credit  for  being  concerned  ff» 
the  interests  of  the  country  at  large, 
not  for  the  interests    of  indiraluai 
induB^B.   It  was  not  well  for  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  assome  that  all  the  virtoe 
was  on  their  own  side  if  they  wanted 
to  understand  what  really  was  the  posi- 
tion of   their  opponents.     The  view 
taken  by  the  free  importers  was  the 
view  of  those  English  political  econo- 
mists who  thought  only  of  the  interests 
of  the  individuals  composing  the  nation, 
and  who  assamed  that  wbht  was  good 
for  the  individual  would  be  necessarily 
good  for  the  nation  as  a  whole.  That 
did  not  follow  at  all.    The  view  enter- 
tained in  Germany  and  other  conntxies 
where  the  principle  of  protection  ob- 
tained was,  that  the  bterests  of  the 
nation  were  to  be  considered  in  pre- 
ference to  those  of  the  individual,  that 
if  employment  were  encouraged  it  would 
be  a  general  advantage  to  the  country, 
and  that  by  protection  fresh  employment 
was  created,  from  which  further  wealth 
and  prosperity  followed  both  for  the 
nation  and  for  its  individual  members. 
There  were  two  kinds  of  imports,  namely, 
the  labour  causing  imports  and  tiielsboor 
displacing  imports.   All  coontries  wel- 
comed imports  that  caused  labour,  but 
imports  which  displaced  labour  were  on  a 
different  footing  altogether,  and  did  harm 
to  the  country  which  imported  them.  The 
additional  cheapness  gained  was  small, 
but  the  loss  in  employment  was  very 
great.    That  was  the  only  zeasonabk 
view  to  take.   The  Englidi  school  of 
economists  assumed   that  fresh  em- 
ployment   could    always    be  found 
if  labour  were  displaced  by  imports, 
but    that    was   a    mere  assumption, 
though  it  was  the  fundamental  poHtulate 
upon  which  the  whole  structure  of  thii 
reasoning  depended.   At  present  there 
was  great  difficulty  in  various  direc- 
tions in   finding   fresh  employment. 
It  was  not  contended  that  the  country 
was  ruined  already,  but  it  was  "ocn: 
tended  that  other  countries  were  pro- 
gressing more  rapidly  than  this  coun- 
try, and  they  asked  the  people  of  Ihis 
country  to  consider  whether  a  doctrine  of 
economy,  which  was  good  and  right  in  a 
different  state  of  oondititms  when  this 
country    tad  ^  an^^  o^^gipg  pie- 
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dcnxiinance  as  a  manafactnring  country, 
should  apply  now,  when  this  coontry  was 
being  left  behind  by  several  foreign  rivals. 
It  was  because  the  change  was  taking 
place  more  and  more  rapidly  that  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  time  had  arrived 
to  reconsider  the  old  doctrine  and  take 
thought  as  to  whetiker  free  trade,  which 
was  a  right  policy  when  this  country 
was  the  strongest  in  the  world,  remained 
a  right  policy  now,  when  this  country 
was  becoming  weaker  than  foreign 
countries.  He  hoped  that  when  the 
time  for  a  General  Election  oame  the 
country  would  be  able  to  arrive  at  a 
right  and  wise  decision. 

Hft.  BELL  (Derby),  said  that  Labour 
members  had  not  taken  very  much 
piurt  in  this  important  debate.  During 
the  whole  of  this  week  the  speeches  on 
both  Isides  of  the  Hot^  had  been  of  a 
very  practical  character,  and,  whether  for 
or  against  the  Amendment,  had  been 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  working-man's 
interest.  The  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  his  speech  the 
other  day,  said  that  Ur.  Cobden  com- 
plained that  the  labour  leaders  took  no 
part  in  the  movement  for  free  trade. 
It  seemed  singular  that  at  present 
the  right  hon.  G^entleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  also  com- 
plained that  the  labour  leaders  took 
no  part  in  this  question.  As  far  as  his 
memory  served  him  from  reading  the 
history  tA  the  trades  unions,  there  were 
not  in  the  days  of  Oobden  what  they  now 
recognised  as  trades  union  leaders,  and  it 
would  have  been  rather  difficult  for 
Cobden  to  have  had  the  support  of  the 
trades  union  leaders  when  there  were  none . 
The  hon.  Member  who  had  just  spo&en 
also  referred  to  the  trades  unions  in  1842, 
and  to  tiiieii  wild  action  as  being  re- 
sponsible for  many  of  the  difficulties  of 
those  days.  He  understood,  however, 
that  the  trades  unions  were  not  in  exist- 
ence in  reality  until  1871,  and  any  such 
unions  as  might  have  existed  during  the 
time  of  Cobden  and  during  the  years  the 
hon.  Member  referred  to  were  simply 
spontaneous  combinations  of  workmen 
vho  felt  themselves  <^pressed  by  em- 
ployers. What  did  really  suprise  him 
was  that  the  objects  that  both  sections  in 
this  question  had  in  view  was  the  interest 
of  theBritidiworkman.  Those  who  wanted 
to  tax  his  food  wanted  to  do  it  in  his 


interest.  Those  who  wanted  to  maintain 
the  present  position,  so  far  as  the  fiscal 
question  was  concerned,  likewise  desired 
it  in  the  workman's  interest.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  when  they  came  to  scruti- 
nise the  division  list  they  should  find 
that  those  gentlemen  who  went  into  the 
Lobby  on  Monday  in  order  to  show  their 
practical  sympathy  with  the  working 
man  and  the  working  man's  interest,  by 
taxing  their  food  and  other  commodities, 
would  be  the  same  people  as  would  be 
found  in  the  Division  Lobby  on  Tuesday 
in  order  to  support  the  importation  of 
Chinese  labour  into  South  Africa — and 
this  in  the  interest  also  of  the  British 
workman.  He  certainly  felt  unable  to 
reoonoile  the  two  positions.  Bvra  grant- 
ing their  contention,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  protection  would  find 
them  more  employment,  surely  to  take 
Chinese  labour  into  South  Africa,  thus 
depriving  the  British  workman  of  employ- 
ment, could  not  also  be  to  his  interest. 
It  had  been  saidtitat  the  trades  unionists 
of  this  country  were  not  against  the 
proposals— both  the  <^oial  and  the  un- 
official policy  of  the  Government — now 
before  the  country.  Here,  at  any  rate, 
he  voiced  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
few  labour  men  they  had  in  this  House; 
and  whilst  Members  who  had  spoken 
might  say  that  they  were  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  wiping  classes  of  this 
country — whilst  perhaps  they  might 
admit  tteit  they  were,  for  ttiey  were  in 
this  House  by  the  support  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  working  classes — at  any 
rate,  the  direct  voice  of  the  working 
man  had  not  been  heard  before  now. 
At  the  outset  the  Trades  Union  C<m- 
gress,  which  was  the  highest  authmty 
in  this  country— at  any  rate  of  the 
organised  workmen— had  proclaimed 
practically  unanimously  against  the  pro- 
posals which  were  now  submitted  for  their 
consideration.  And  in  spite  of  what  had 
I  been  stated  from  the  Treasury  Bench  by 
the  various  Ministers  of  the  Cabinet,  they 
:  still  maintained  that  the  real  object  in 
:  view  was  the  taxation  of  food  whenever 
the  opportunity  was  convenient,  and  as 
far  as  the  organised  section  of  labour  was 
concerned  they  meant  to  resist  it  for  alii 
they  were  worth.  He  was  grateful  for 
the  few  complimentary  references  which 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  tlMLSleafoi 
Division  of  Lincolnshyf|tiJ 
his  esteemed  friuids,  tSx.  Kellypof 
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Manchester,  some  o!  whose  remarks  he 
had  endeavoured  to  use  as  being  iavonr- 
able  to  his  views  with  regard  to  a  pro- 
tective tariff,  and  he  woold  assure  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Home 
likewise  that  his  good  wbhes  would  be 
appreciated  not  only  bj  Mr.  Kelly 
himself  but  by  all  of  them  who  were 
interested  in  this  great  question.  Whilst 
the  wishes  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  endorsed  by  all  of  them,  he  ventured 
to  say  Mr.  Kelly  would  be  a  great 
acquisition  to  this  House,  to  them  at  any 
rate  who  directly  represented  labour, 
although  if  he  were  a  Member  there 
would  be  one  vote  the  less  for  the  views 
held  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
because  the  Oentieman  who  now  repre- 
sented the  division  which  fifr.  Kelly  was 
contesting  was  a  very  strong  supporter 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  views.  It 
would  be  one  more  to  their  side  if  Mr.Kelly 
were  returned,  and  therefore  he  wished  bim 
every  success  in  his  election  campaign. 

He  thought  it  would  be  well  at 
this  jnnotore  if  he  were  to  state  the  views 
of  ti^e  representatives  of  labour  on  lAaa 
great  questatm,  although  some  ten- 
dmcy  had  been  shown  to  despise,  perhaps, 
any  observations  made  by  those  who  were 
placed  in  the  front  rank  of  the  movement 
and  were  endeavouring  to  lead  the  men 
as  far  as  their  own  lights  would  enable 
them.  The  representatives  of  the  great 
labour  movement  issued  a  manifesto  to 
the  whole  of  the  workers  of  this  country, 
and  the  result  on  being  aiuilysed  showed 
that  out  of  thirteen  bbour  members  in 
this  House,  the  twelve  who  were  present — 
one  was  absent  at  the  time  through  illness 
— signed  this  manifesto ;  out  of  forty-four 
directors  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  thirty-seven  signed  the  manifesto ; 
and  of  the  members  of  the  Central  Board 
of  the  Co-operative  Union,  numbering 
eighty,  seventy -three  signed  the  manifesto. 
Of  the  thirteen  memliers  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  of  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  one  was  bedridden  for  many 
months,  but  the  other  twelve  signed 
the  manifesto;  the  Committee  repre- 
senting the  whole  of  the  trades 
uni(Hi8  by  federation  numbered  altogether 
sixteen,  and  fourteen  of  them  signed  the 
manifesto;  and  of  the  twenty-three 
labour  representatives  who  formed  the 
Moseley  Commission  to  America  sixteen 
mgned  the  manifesto.    So  that  here  they  | 

Mr.BeU. 


found  a  very  large  majority,  in  fact,  you 
might  almost  say  the  whole,  agamst  tte 
proposals.  Here,  at  any  rate,  they  bid 
practically  the  nnanimooB  voice  of  tiie 
representatives  of  the  trades  anions  and 
of  the  co-operative  movement  in  this 
country.  He  thought  that  they  had  some 
reason  to  understand  this  qnestaou  for 
themselves.  Fortunately,  they  were  not 
now  quite  so  illiterate  and  ignorant  as 
they  might  have  been  during  the  year 
1840,  and  thereabouts,  the  time  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Member  had  referred,  and 
they  had  an  opportunity  now  at  all 
events  of  considering  some  of  these  thinp. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  tiw 
Northwich  Division  referred  to  the  trades 
unions  as  being  one  of  the  thin^  wfaieh 
to  some  extent  injured  the  indiutanea  d 
this  country.  He  was  not  one  who  wooU 
stand  up  here  or  anywhere  else  and  say 
that  traides  unions  had  not  made  any 
mistakes,  and  that  they  had  not  done 
very  unwise  things  on  some  occasiottB; 
but  he  claimed  that  there  were  employers 
as  bad  as  any  trades  unirai  had.  evex 
been.  It  was  the  bad  employesa,  the 
oppressive  employers,  who  were  reaUy 
the  canse  of  the  inception  of  trades 
unionism;  and  whilst  perhaps  a  trades 
imion  in  one  instance  might  have  shown 
some  stubbornness  in  refusing  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  employers,  he  would 
guarantee  that  on  the  other  side  they 
could  find  five  employers  who  were 
equally  stubborn  in  refusing  to  negotiate 
with  the  union.  He  knew  what  the 
stubbornness  was,  and  the  employers 
knew  what  it  was,  and  unless  both  em- 
ployers and  representatives  of  trades 
unions  cculd  exercise  a  little  common- 
sense  and  come  together  and  discuss  these 
things  in  a  proper  and  friendly  and  amic- 
able way ,  they  might  expect  simihir  things 
to  occur  in  the  future.  He  had  had  some 
experience  in  this  matter ;  and  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that  where  there  were  good 
feelings  existing  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  trades  unions  and  the 
representatives  of  the  employers  they 
heard  little  or  nothing  of  strikes  or  any 
troubles  of  the  kind. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  debate 
fstood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  this  day. 

Adjourn^  at  cue  minut«  aftv 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


{12  February  1904} 

[h.l.1  ;  South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drain- 
age Bill  [h.lJ;  Tynemouth  Corporation 
Bill  [h-L.]^;  Ulster  Electric  Power  Bill 
|H.L.J;  Weaver  Navi^tion  (Additional 
Finance)  Bill  [H.L.]. 


"3 


The  Lord  Ch&ncrllor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examinera  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
hare  been  compiled  with  : — Ilford  Urban 
District  Councfl. 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  thef  urther 
Standing  Orders  a^^icable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bilb  have  bcNan  com^ied  with : — 
Lancashire  Electric  Power  [h.l.]  ; 
West  Biding  Tramways  [H.L.] ;  Cambrian 
Railways  [H.L.] ;  Tynemouth  Ga8[H.L.]; 
Neath,  Fontardawe,  and  Brynaman 
Railway  [h.l.]  ;  Tyneside  Tramways  and 
Tramroads  rH.L.1 ;  Yorktown  and  Black- 
water  Gas  [h.l.]  ;  Barry  Railway  (Steam 
Vessels)  [h.l.]  ;  Harlow  and  Sawbridge- 
worth  Ois  [h.l.]  ;  Victoria  University  of 
Manchester  ^h.l.]  ;  Barry  Railway  (Ex- 
tension of  Time,  etc.)  [h.lJ.  The  same 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Appleby  Corporation  Gkts  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Barrow-in-Fumeas  Corporation  Bill  [H.L.] ; 
Boomemouth  Corporation  (Tramways) 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bridlington  Corporation  Bill 
^.L.] ;  Bristol  Corporation  KU  [h.l.]  ; 


m  Urban  District  Council  Bui 
[h.l.];  Chesterfield  Corporation  (Tram- 
ways and  Improvements)  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board  BHl 
[h.l.];  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 
Bill  [h.l.];  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District 
Water  Bill  [h.l.];  Filey  Improvement 
Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Harrogate  Waterworks  Tram- 
road  Bill  [h.l.J  ;  Holywood  Tramways 
Bill  [h.l.];  Huddersfield  Corporation 
Act^  1902  (Amendment),  Bill  [H-L.]; 
Ipswich  Dock  Commission  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Leeds  Corporation  (Watraworks)  Railway 
Bill  [H.L.];  Manchester  Corporation 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Board  Bill  [h.l  ] ;  Milwr  and 
District  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [H.L.] ; 
Minehead  Urban  District  Council  Water 
Bill  [h.1*];  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Cor- 
poration Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Nuneaton  and 
Chilvers  Coton  Urtw-n  District  Council 
Bill  [H  lJ  ;  Oakengates,  Dawley,  and 
Distnct  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 


Preston 
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Corporation  Water  Bill  fiLL.] ; 
TTrbBH  District   Councu  BUI 


sad  2a. 


[Fourth  Skrirs.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TREATY  SERIES,  No.  2  (1904). 
Convention  respecting  payment  of  light 
and  harbour  dues  oy  vessels  of  the  United 
States  in  Zanzibar  ;  signed  at  Washing- 
ton, 5th  June,  1903.  (Ratifications  ex- 
changed at  Washington,  24th  December, 

1903.  )  Presented  (by  Command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ARMY  (MILITARY  SAVINGS  BANKS). 
Statement  of  the  amount  due  by  the 

C'  lie  to  depositors  in  Military  Savings 
ks  on  the  31st  March,  1901,  and  of 
the  receipts,  interest,  and  disbursements 
in  the  sud  Military  Savings  Banks  during 
the  year  next  ensuing,  ended  on  the  31st 
March,  1902,  etc. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  4th  February, 

1904,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to 
Edward  Joseph  Carey,  late  a  messenger 
in  the  office  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
Dublin  Castle. 

Laid  before  the  House  pursuant  to 
Act),  and  wdered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


NEW  BILLS. 


POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS  (PARLIA. 
MENTARY  BOROUGHS)  BILL  [H.L.J 
(No  9.) 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
arrangement  of  polling  districts  in  Farlia* 
mentary  boroughs  :  and 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  COUN- 
CILS) BILL  [H.L.]  (No.  10). 

A  BiU  to  make  further  provision  with 
respect  to  the  arran^ment  of  polling 
districts  for  the  election  of  county  coun- 
cillors. 

Were  presented  by  the  Lord  Ribbles- 
dale  ;  read  \\  and  to  be  printed.  . 
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NEWCASTLE  CHAPTER  (AMENDMENTS) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  make  further  proTisioos  for 
the  foundation  of  a  dean  and  chapter  of 
Newcastle,  and  for  other  purposes  con- 
nected therewith.  Was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Albans  ;  read  and 
to  be  printed.   (No.  11.) 


WEI-HAI-WEL 
Earl  SPENGEB  :  My  Lords,  seeing  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  in  his  place,  I  should  like 
to  ask  him  whether  there  is  any  truth  in 
the  rumour  that  has  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers this  morning  —namely,  that  we  have 
given  Wei-hai-Wei  to  the  Japanese  as  a 
base  for  their  naval  operations.  As  this 
is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  perhaps 
the  noble  Marquess  can  see  his  way  to 
make  a  statement  upon  it  to-night. 

•Thb  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  my  attention 
was  directed  to  the  rumour  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  has  referred.  I  need  not  say 
that  the  assertion  is  entirely  without 
foundation,  and  that  it  is,  in  our  belief, 
a  mischiovous  fabrication.  We  have, 
however,  thought  it  desirable  to 
telegraph  to  our  representatives  on  the 
spot,  with  theobiect  of  ascertaining  whether 
any  incident  has  taken  place  to  give 
the  slightest  colour  for  the  report. 

the  chairman  of  committees. 

The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE; 
My  Lords,  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will 
have  learned  with  regret,  from  the  Motion 
which  I  have  placed  on  the  Paper,  that  the 
noble  Earl  who  presides  over  our  Com- 
mittees is  prevented  for  a  time  through 
illness  from  discharging  those  duties  which 
he  has  forsomany  years  performed  greatly 
to  his  own  credit,  and,  I  believe,  entirely 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House.  My  noble 
friend  has  been  advised  by  his  medical 
attendants  to  seek  rest  for  a  time,  and,  in 
those  circumstances,  it  is  necessary  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  performance  of  his 
duties  until  his  return.  I  beg  to  move  the 
Motion  standing  in  my  name,  and  I  feel 


sure  eveiT  member  of  your  Lordships' 
House  will  join  with  me  in  hoping  that  the 
noble  Earl  will  soon  be  restored  to  health 
and  able  to  again  take  bis  idace  at  die 
TaUe. 

Moved,  That  the  Lord  Balfour  be  ap- 
pointed to  tab  e  the  Chur  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  and  in  all  Committees 
upon  Private  Bills  in  the  absence  of  tiie 

'  Chairman  of  Committees  from  illness. — 

I  (Tks  Marqueu  of  Lanadowne.) 

!  Earl  SPENCER  :  My  Lords,  I  am 
I  sure  everyone  in  the  House  will  join  with 
I  the  noble  Marquess  in  the  regret-  which  he 
I  has  expressed  at  the  illness  of  the  noble 
I  Karl  the  Chainnan  of  Committees,  sad 
:  in  the  hope  that  the  noble  Earl  may  be 
I  very  soon  restored  to  health,  so  that  he 
I  may  again  occupy  the  position  which  he 

fills  so  admirably,  and  to  the  entire  satia- 
'  faction  of  the  House.  We  shall  all  be 
I  glad  to  support  the  proposition  of  the 
I  noble  Marquess,  that,  in  the  absence  tk 
j  Lord  Morley,  Lord  Balfour  of  Burieigh 

should  discharge  the  daties  of  Chsinnsa 

of  Committees. 

!     Thk  Earl  of  CORK  :  My  Lords,  I 
1  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  join  in  the 
feeling  expressed  by  the  noble  Marquess 
I  opposite  and  by  my  noble  friend  the 
I  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  regret  that  for 
i  some  little  time  to  come  Lord  Morley  will 
:  be  prevented  from  occupying  the  place 
wliich  he  so  well  fills  in  this  House. 
I  Having  been  for  so  many  years  closely 
I  connected   with    railway    and  other 
matters,  1  feel  deeply  his  absence  from 
the  House.    He  has  discharged  his  duties 
most  ably,  and  I  know  perfectly  well  the 
feeling  of  affection  which  is  entertained 
towards  him  by  everybody  who  has  been 
brought  into  contact  with  him,     I  know 
also  the  feeling  towards  him  of  the 
railway  oflBcials  who  have  had  to  deal 
with  him,  and  I  feci  certain  it  is  the 
hearty  wish  of  all  that  the  noble  Earl  may 
soon  make  his  reappearance  as  Chairman 
of  Committees—a  position  which  he  has 
so  admirably  filled  for  many  yean  past. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  :  Mr 
Lords,  I  should  like  to  be  allowed,  as  a 
humble  Member  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
to  say  that  we  all  deeply  r^et  the 
.b»n«,  of  'he  noble^^j]ih^^^„ 
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of  Committees,  and  trust  that  before  long 
he  may  be  restored  to  perfect  health  ima 
again  be  in  his  place. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  allow 
me  to  expresB  very  humbly  my  deep  sense 
of  the  honour  which  has  been  conferred 
upon  me,  and  the  confidence  which  is 
placed  in  me,  in  allowing  me  to  take  this 
place  for  a  time.  It  has  come  upon  me 
with  great  suddenness,  for  I  only  knew  of 
the  possibility  of  it  twenty-four  hours  ago. 
I  will  do  my  best  to  carry  on  the  work 
for  the  time  bein^  in  the  same  spirit,  so  far 
as  I  can  imitate  it,  as  the  noble  Earl  who 
has  filled  the  position  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  and  no  one  will  be  more  glad 
than  myself  when  the  noble  Eu-1  n  able  to 
resume  the  duties. 

CHINESE  LABOUR   IN  THE 
TRANSVAAL. 

Order  of  the  Day  read  for  the  adjournel 
debate  on  the  Motion  of  the  Marquess  of 
Ripon,  That  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty's  Government  for 
Papers  relating  to  tbe  &fh\n  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Orange  River  Colony,  with 
specif  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
employment  of  Chinese  labour  in  the 
Transvaal" 

Earl  GREY :  My  Lords,  as  I  listened 
yesterday  to  the  speech  of  the  noble  Ear] 
who  initiated  this  discussion  and  who  I 
regret  not  to  see  in  his  place  to-day,  and 
to  the  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess  who 
followed  him,  I  could  not  help  feeling 
that  those  speeches  snmlied  a  very 
melancholy  ana  a  most  forcible  illustration 
of  the  danger  connected  with  the  attempt 
to  rule  a  country  srx  thousand  miles  away 
from  this  House.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  possible  to  conceive  a  state  of  thin^ 
more  remote  from  the  actual  truth  than 
the  supposition  of  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
noble  Marquess  that  the  effect  of  the 
temporary  employment  of  indentured 
ABiatics  would  be  to  oust  or  exclude 
British  labour  from  the  Transvaal  The 
exact  opposite  is  the  truth.  On  the 
contrary,  the  desire  to  employ,  for  a  time, 
indentured  Asiatics,  which  exists  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, arises  from  a  profound  conviction  in 
the  minds  of  men  -who  have  felt  the  hard 
pinch  and  stress  of  adverse  circumstances 


'  that  (1)  if  they  are  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  the  new  stream  of  British 
I  immigrants  coming  into  the  country,  (2) 
I  if  the  Transvaal  is  to  provide  employment 
for  the  British  population  now  rraident 
I  in  the  Colony,  and  (3)  if  the  threatened 
'  exodus  of  the  settlers  who  have  been 
I  attracted  to  tbe  Transvaal  is  to  be  averted, 
;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  recourse 
I  to  the  measure  which  now  engages  the 
!  attention  of  the  House. 

I  The  noble  Earl  who  initiated  this  debf^te 
;  went  80  far  as  to  declare  that  in  his 

opinion  it  was  the  policy  of  Lord  Milner 
:  to  exclude  British  labour  from  the  Trana- 
j  vaal  Does  not  the  noble  liOrd  know,  what 

I I  thoujcht  everyone  in  this  country  knew, 
that  it  ia  the  hope  and  ambition  of  Lord 

;  Milner  to  lay  the  secure  foundation  of  a 
future  British  federation  of  self-govern- 
ing States  from  the  Zambesi  to  the  Cape, 
'  and  that  the  only  hope  of  his  policy 
being  a  success  depends  on  attracting  so 
j  large  an  influx  of  British  settlers  mto 
I  South  Africa  as  to  make  it  absolutely 
I  impossible  that  South  Africa  will  ever 
I  again  become  the  scene  of  a  race  conflict 
I  between  the  Briton  and  the  Boer  t    It  is 
for  this   reason,  and  for  this  reason 
j  principally,  because  the  temporary  em- 
ployment of  Asiatic  indentured  labour 
'  will  enable  the  Transvaal  to  provide  em- 
ployment, and  highly-paid  employment, 
i  for  thousands  of  British  artisans  for  whom 
I  under  present  conditions  no  employment 
!  can  be  found,  that  Lord  Milner  and  every- 
one else  who  has  at  heart  the  hopes  of 
seeing  a  peaceful  and  prosperous  South 
Africa,  attaches  so  much  importance  to 
the  passage  of  the  measure  which  has 
now  been  read  a  third  time  by  the  legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Transvanl. 

1  should  have  thought  when  I  had  stated 
that,  that  if  that  reason  could  be  proved, 
it  was  sufficient  for  my  u*gument ;  but, 
if  I  am  not  trespassing  on  the  indulgence 
of  your  Lordships,  may  I  adduce  one  or 
two  reasons  why  I  beUeve  that  the  tem- 
porary employment  of  indentured  Asia- 
tics cannot  result  in  the  exclusion  of 
British  labour  from  the  Transvaal  as  the 
noble  Marquess  seems  to  think  it  will  f 
It  has  been  my  privilege  to  pay  repeated 
visits  to  South  Africa,  and,altbough  itmay 
be  difficult  for  any  Englishman  who  hasnot 
visited  that  country  to  realise  the  fact,  it  is 
nevertheless  a  fact,  which  confronts  one^t 
every  turn  after  one  once  enters  South 
Africa,  that  the  white  man  will  not  do 
work  which  he  considers  is  si 
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province  of  the  Kaffir ;  I  have  seen  their 
ejea  contract  and  scintillate  with  ha^  and 
indignation  when  British  artisans  have 
been  asked  to  do  work  which  they  con- 
sider vould  be  degradiiu;  and  would 
reduce  diem  to  the  level  of  a  Kaffir. 
Unless  this  House  recognises  this  primary 
and  essennal  fact  I  am  afraid  it  is  hudly 
in  a  position  to  solve  the  problem  which 
stands  before  it  to-day.  Apart  from  that 
fact,  you  have  the  economic  fact  that  it  is 
impossible  to  work  the  mines  with  white 
labour  except,  under  present  conditions, 
at  a  rate  of  wage  which  no  white  man 
should  be  asked  to  accept.  When  the 
cost  td  living  is  reduced  the  position  may 
be  altered,  but  we  have  got  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  living  first.  There  are  only  two 
ways  in  which  you  can  effect  a  reduction 
in  the  cost  oi  living  in  South  Africa — one 
is  by  growing  the  food  required  in  South 
Africa  in  the  country,  instead  of  importing 
it  from  across  the  seas.  Well,  if  we 
are  to  grow  in  South  Africa  the  food 
required  in  the  Transvaal,  you  must  not 
tempt  with  very  high  wages  all  the  avail- 
able unskilled  Raf^  labour  for  work  in 
the  mines.  The  employment  of  inden- 
tured Asiatics,  under  careful  regulations, 
in  the  mines  will  set  free  a  supply  of  Kaffir 
labour  for  work  upon  the  land,  and  so 
make  the  first  essential  factor  of  cheap 
living  possible,  for  it  will  enable  the 
agricultural  industry  of  South  Africa  to 
be  developed  with  greater  success  than  at 
present.  The  other  factor  in  lessening 
the  cost  of  living  is  the  reduction  of 
taxation  and  of  railway  rates.  How  are 
you  to  reduce  railway  rates  unless  you  can 
command  a  large  volume  of  traffic  1 
Every  gentleman  connected  with  the 
adminisbration  of  railways  knows  dutt  the 
rate  on  railways  is  dependent -on  the 
volume  of  traffic  that  passes  over  the  line. 
The  volume  of  txaffic  is  dependent  on  a 
prosperous  mining  industry,  which  is  the 
successful  pivot  of  all  industry  in  South 
Africa ;  and  a  prosperous  mining  industry, 
again,  depends  upon  being  able  to  demand 
an  adequate  supply  of  unskilled  labour. 
I  therefore  come  back  to  the  necessity  of, 
the  temporary  importation  of  indentured 
Asiatics  in  order  that  the  mining  indus- 
tries should  be  prosperous,  the  volume  of 
traffic  large,  the  rates  low,  taxes  reduced, 
and,  consequently,  the  cost  of  living 
brotight  within  limits  which  may  render 
it  possible  to  make  ex^rimenta  with 
white  labour. 
Earl  Oretf. 
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I  do  not  wish  to  bore  your  Liordaiup* 
with  any  reference  to  tedmical  points;,  but 
I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  geatlenum — 
Mr.  Creswell  by  name — who  ia  an 
enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  white  labour 
—as,  indeed,  we  vll  are — and  he  has  mad^ 
perfectly  honestly  and  with  fgttuX  alnlity, 
experiments  which  he  hopes  will  prove 
that  it  is  possible  to  replace  unskiUed 
coloured  labour  with  unskilled  white 
labour.  I  think,  however  well-meamng 
and  enthusiastic  he  may  be — and  I,  ioc 
one,  sympathise  with  the  attempt  he  has 
made  to  solve  this  problem — the  whole 
weight  of  testimony  is  again^  it.  All  the 
mimng  engineers  and  the  managers  of  the 
mines  on  the  Band,  with  his  exception, 
believe  that  the  substitution  of  unudlled 
white  labour  for  native  workers  faas 
proved  costly  and  unsatisfactory;  the 
work  performed  having  varied  from  the 
maximum  of  the  work  of  one  white  man 
being  equal  to  that  of  two  natives — 
which  is  a  large  assumption — to  the 
minimum  of  one  white  being  only  equal 
to  a  native,  whilst  the  pay  was  in  the 
ratio  of  ten  shillings  for  a  white  man  as 
against  two  shillings  for  a  black.  The 
increased  cost  of  working  Uie  mines 
by  unskilled  white  labour  is  so  esroeBsive 
as  to  make  it  ecot  omicidly  an  impossible 
proposition.  On  the  favourableasaumptkui 
that  a  white  man  at  twelve  shillings  a  day 
would  do  quite  as  much  work  as  a  Kaffir 
at  28. 4d.  per  day,  the  aviirage  cost  per  ton 
is  increased  10s.  Id.,  which  would  have  a 
disastrous  effect  on  the  mines  in  the 
Witwatersrand  area. 

It  was  my  business  two  or  three  years 
ago  to  examine  very  closely  the  reUtion 
between  the  numbers  of  coloured  un- 
skilled labourers  and  the  numbers  of  the 
white  population,  and  I  found,  to  my 
surprise — and  I  think  it  was  a  matter  of 
general  surprise — that,  whether  yon 
looked  to  Johannesburg,  to  Rhodesia,  or 
to  Kimberley  you  found  the  same  curious 
coincidence  that  the  number  of  unskilled 
coloured  labourers  corresponded  vei-y 
closely  with  the  white  population.  Subse- 
quent experience  has,  I  believe,  confirmed 
that  first  discovery,  and  I  see  it  antici- 
pated by  those  who  have  given  a  very 
close  attention  to  this  question  tiiat  for 
every  thousand  Chinamen  yon  import 
for  a  term  into  the  Transvaal,  you  will 
have  an  addition  of  800  to  your  white 
population,  counting  men,  women, 
and  children.     Let   me  ^euleaTOur  to 
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prove  to  your  Lordsbipe,  by  a  concrete 
instance,  how  necessary  it  is  that  we 
should  increase  thesui^y  of  coloured  un- 
skilled labour.  I  am  acquainted  with  a 
group  of  mines  in  Rhodesia.  Owing  to  the 
tact  that  the  manager  was  able  at  the  time 
of  the  war,  owing  to  the  mines  in  Johan- 
nesburg not  being  in  operation,  to  obtain 
a  sufficient  supply  of  unskilled  labour  he 
was  in  a  position  to  offer  very  highly-paid 
employment  to  over  100  white  men  on 
business  directly  connected  with  the 
mines,  and  this  group  of  four  mines  pro- 
vided sufficient  trade  for  a  whole  host  of 
hangers-on,  for  shops,  livery  stables,  and 
hotds,  and  was  also  the  means  of  building 
a  line  of  100  miles,  which,  of  course,  gave 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  white 
men  connected  with  railways  and  helped 
to  develop  the  country.  These  very 
mines  since  the  war,  owing  to  the  com- 
petition that  exists  for  dnil  boys,  who 
are  essential  for  the  economical  working 
of  the  mines,  are  unable  to  obtain  the 
labour  they  require.  The  overwhelming 
proportion  of  the  labour  required  to 
work  the  Rhodesian  mines  is  imported 
from  countries  outside  the  borders,  and 
here  they  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Rand  and  therefore  have  felt  most 
acutely  the  pinch  which  comes  from  the 
inability  of  Johannesburg  to  supply  its 
own  mines  with  the  labour  requirect. 

Let  me  further  point  out  this  con- 
sideration to  your  Lordships.  In  the 
yearly  Report  of  the  Government  Mining 
Engineer  for  the  year  ended  June  last, 
the  statement  is  made  that,  of  the  salaries 
and  wages  paid  for  employment  in  the 
mines,  about  ^eOOO.OOO  was  paid  in 
salaries,  £2,700,000  in  wages  to  white 
men,  and  £950,000,  roughly,  in  wages 
to  natives  ;  that  is  to  say,  28  per 
cent,  of  the  total  was  paid  to  black  un- 
skilled labourers  and  72  per  cent,  to  white 
skilled  artisans.  Now,  my  Lords,  just 
follow  out  these  figures.  Suppose 
100,000  Chinamen  were  imported  into 
the  Rand  and  were  to  receive  a  wage  of 
458.  per  month,  which  I  believe  is  about 
the  wage  contemplated ;  they  would 
receive  about  £2,500,000  a  year,  and, 
if  the  same  proportion  were  to  exist 
between  the  amount  of  wages  paid  to 
white  and  yellow  labour  as  to-day  exists 
between  thiat  paid  to  white-  and  black 
labour,  then  the  amount  of  money  avail- 
able for  the  salaries  and  wages  of  highly- 
paid  white  men  would  amount  to  between 


£7,000,000  and  £8,000,000  sterling.  Now 
if  you  were  to  divide  the  latter  sum  by 
the  average  yearly  wage  paid  to  the  white 
employes  on  the  Rand  before  the  war, 
which  was  £353  per  head,  you  get  this 
result,  that  you  have  20,000  white  men  to 
whom  employment  at  that  average  rate  of 
wage  would  be  found,  or  one  white  man 
for  every  five  coloured  unskilled  labourers, 
whether  black  *or  yellow.  I  take  one 
other  calculation  to  press  my  point  home. 
The  number  of  stamps  at  work  on  the 
Rand  last  November  was  4,310,  as 
against  7,145  before  the  war.  That 
means  that  there  are  about  3,000  stamps 
idle  which  ought  to  be  at  work,  and 
which,  if  they  could  be  got  to  work  again, 
would  give  employment  to  between 
5,000  and  6,000  additional  skilled  white 
workmen  at  the  mines,  besides  attracting 
tradesmen  and  others  who  make  a  living 
out  of  the  mines. 

I  hope  I  hf\ve  said  enough  to  show 
your  Lordships  that  the  employ- 
ment of  Chinese  indentured  labour, 
so  far  from  excluding  British  labour  from 
South  Africa,  is  really  the  foundation 
upon  which  the  increased  employment  of 
British  labour  rests.  Let  me  tarn  to 
another  point  What  does  this  industry 
mean  for  British  industries  at  home  ?  A 
most  interesting  Blue-book  has  been  issued 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  containing  a  Report 
by  Mr.  Henry  Birchenoogh,  who  was  sent 
on  a  special  commercial  mission  to  South 
Africa,  and  I  quote  the  following  from 
his  Report — 

"  The  rapidity  with  which  South  Africa  has 
come  to  the  front  as  s  great  market  for  British 
manufacturea  is  almost  startling.  Tea  years 
ago— in  1893— Great  Britain's  exports  to 
South  Africa  were  valued  at  a  little  under 
£9,000,000.  Lost  year  they  ahnost  reached 
£26,000,000.  In  1893  South  Africa  stood  sixth 
on  the  list  of  Britain's  customers ;  last  year 
she  stood  second.  She  has  left  America, 
Germany,  France,  and  Australia  behind,  and  was 
onlv  beaten  by  India.  It  is  no  rash  prediction 
that  next  year  she  wilt  pass  India  and  stand 
first  on  the  list  as  the  largest  buyer  in  the  wcffld 
of  the  produce  and  manufactures  oS  the  mother 
country." 

The  realisation  of  that  prophecy  entirely 
depends,  my  Lords,  upon  His  Majesty's 
Government  baing  authorised  by  Parlia- 
ment to  give  their  consent  to  the  adoption 
and  the  working  of  the  Ordinance  which 
,  has  now  unanimously  passed  its  Third 
I  Reading   in   the  iJ^a^iKofeg^l*! 
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of  the  Transvaal.  To  put  it  in  a 
nutshell,  Mr. Birchenough  maintains  that — 

"  Leaving  the  realm  of  conjecture  and  pre- 
diction, it  may  be  asserted  that  for  every 
additional  new  stamp  that  is  erected  £1,600 
worth  of  imported  machinery  will  be  required." 

H<*  calculates  on  the  atatement  of  the 
Gtovemment    Mining   Engineer  that, 

given  an  adequate  supply  of  coloured 
unskilled  labour,  there  will  be  a  further  _ 

addition  of  8,000  stamps  at  work  five  I  be  taken  with  expressions  alntost  of 
years  hence ;  thus  in  the  year  1908  there  '  contempt.  I  could  hardly  believe  my 
will  be  14,500  stamps  at  work  in  the  j  ears  when  the  noble  Earl  informed  the 
Witwatersrand  area,  and  every  one  of  <  noble  Duke  the  Under-Secretaiy  for  the 
those  8>000  new  stamps  means  the  j  Colonies  that  he  would  not  be  content 
purchase  tA  British  material  to  the  |  with  a  referendum  because  in  his  (pinion 
extent  of  about  £1,600.  That  sum,  I  it  would  not  give  an  honest  return  of 
multiplied  by  8,000,  gives  you  the  pot  |  the  actual  opinion  of  the  population.  I 
very  small  total  of  £12,800,000  as  the  {  have  had  the  great  privilege  of  seeing 
trade  which  will  coine  to  this  country  I  Lord  Milner  at  work  in  the  Transvaal. 


Transvaal,  and  possibly,  a  recrudescence 
and  revival  of  racial  and  political  diffi- 
culties, I  contend  that  the  further  post- 
ponement of  this  question  does  not  admit 
even  of  consideration.  The  crisis  ia  urg«it 
and  must  be  dealt  with  at  once.  I  was 
rather  surprised  to  hear  the  noble  £arl 
Lord  Portsmouth  and  l^e  noble  Marqaess 
on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  refer  to 
the  suggestion  that  a  referendum  ahoold 


provided  we  can  obtain  sufficient  un- 
skilled labour  to  enable  these  8,000 


I  know  what  trouble  he  has  taken  to 
surround  himself  with  officials  of  the 


additional  stamps  to  be  worked.  Every  j  highest  character  and  the  greatest 
stamp  in  South  A&ica  which  is  at  work  ability,  and  I  believe  that  of  the  many 


buys  in  British  material  alone,  in  order 
to  enable  it  to  perform  its  functions,  an 
average  of  £330  worth  per  stamp  per 
annum.  That  means  that  there  will 
be  on  these  14,500  stamps,  in  addition 


great  services  which  Lord  Blilnei  has 
contributed  to  the  Empire,  the  service 
he  has  rendered  in  establishing  a  Civil 
Service  of  the  highest  possible  character  in 
the  Transvaal  which  will  carry  on  his  ideal 


to  the  £12,800,000  initial  puichase  of  |  when  self-government  is  restored  to  it,  is 
British  goods,  an  annual  expenditure  !  "ot  the  least  of  those  services.    I  therefore 
of  £4,785,000 ;  and  taking  into  account  *'^'"''  ■*  ' 
die  stores  required  by  the  mines  in  the 
Transvaal — I  am  not  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  mines  in  Rhodesia  which 
are  equally  affected,  but  am  looking  to 
the  Transvaal  alone — it  will  represent 
an  expenditure  of  not  less  than  £5,500,000 
a  year.     Well,    my  Lords,  I  hope  I 


think  it  is  a  disgrace  on  the  part  of  any 
Member  of  this  House  to  refer  to  Lora 
Milner  and  the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service 
as  if  they  were  scoundrels  and  rof^ee. 

The  noble  Marquess  said  be  wuited  a 
constitutional  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Transvaal.  If  the  noble  Marquess  had 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  facts 


have  shown  that  South  Africa,  given  a  i  connected  with  the  election  of  the  Muni- 
sufficient  supply  of  unskilled  labour,  is  ^jP*|  Council  of  Johannesburg,  which  is 
the  best  customer  that  England  has  for 
the  manufactures  it  produces.   It  already 
takes  23  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports  to 
British  possessions,  and  if  you  allow  the 


elected  under  the  ballot  and  upon  a  wide 
franchise,  he  would  have  realised  that, 
out  of  nineteen  members  who  were 
nominated  by  Lord  Milner  to  serve  on 


Transvaal  to  manage  its  own  affairs  that         Leyslative  Council   eighteen  were 

percentage   will   he  largely  increased  J '^^^f/^' ^I*^^ 

The  noblt  Marquess  on  the  Front  Opposi-        •         ""'^  J^"*^ 

tion  Bench  said  yesterday  that  h^^s\^TwSt^.''nL^^^  H  ™ 

i_  .  J  *,  i  L  I  •  I  .  '  Mr.  Whiteside,  one  of  the  two  gentlemen 
f.^_***.i^«*^.*° J**?^  legislation  in  ^  ^j,^  ^^^^^        ^-^^^^^  That 


this  matter.   He  wished  to  hang  it  up 

until  self-government  had  been  restored 
to  the  Transvaal.  Well,  my  Lords,  in 
view  of  Lord  Milner*s  assurance  that 
further  delay  in  present  conditions  means 


is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  Transvaal, 
where  they  have  bad  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  view  by  constitutional 
method,  have  declared  that  they  desire 
to   have   indentured    Chinese  labour. 


the  shutting  down  of  mines  which  it  does  i  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  it 
not  pay  to  work ;  that  it  means  an  j  is  the  desire  of  the  Transvaal,  and  this 
ezodua  of  the  present  population  of  the  i  Parliament  will  be  taldMirooni  itself  a 
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most  serious  responsibility  if  it  prevents 
the  wish  of  the  TruisTaal  being  carried 
into  effect. 

The  noble  Marquess  was  very  much  im- 
pressed by  the  fact  that  in  Gape  Colony 
both  Parties  are  opposed  to  the  importa- 
tion of  indentured  Chinamen  into  the 
Transrul.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
in  the  recollection  of  your  Lordships  that 
a  few  years  ago  a  very  influential  or- 

fmisation  was  founded,  of  which  Lord 
vobury  and  Mr.  Leonard  Courtney 
were  the  chief  spirits,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  reform  our  present  system  of 
conducting  elections,  with  a  viefv  of 
securing  that  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  a  faithful  mirror  of  the  nation 
at  large.  One  of  the  objections  to  our 
present  system  was  that  where  Parties 
are  equally  balanced  the  independent 
man  is  given  a  supreme  position  on  the 
political  aeesaw.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary if  you  go  into  politics  as  practical 
men  that  you  should  do  everything  in 
your  power,  while  elections  are  carried 
out  under  present  conditions,  to  capture 
the  balancing  vote  which  decides  the 
character  of  the  election.  That  is  exactly 
what  is  happening  in  Cape  Colony.  You 
have  six  or  seven  constituencies  in  which 
the  Bond  and  the  Progressives  are  equally 
balanced,  and  there  is  a  comparatively 
small  Kaffir  vote  which  can  decide  the 
electifHi,  and  can  also  decide  whether  the 
Bond  Party  or  the  Progressive  Party 
should  get  a  majority  at  a  general 
election.  Do  you  suppose,  my  Lords, 
clever  electioneers  like  Mr.  Memman, 
who  is  now,  I  understand,  experiencing 
a  little  political  repose,  and  like  the  Bona 
Party— the  cleverest  electioneers  in  the 
British  Empire — are  not  going  to  take 
advantage  of  any  cry  they  can  get  hold 
of  in  order  to  attract  the  Kaffir  vote  to 
their  side  1  Every  Kaffir  has  had  a 
hideoos  picture  painted  for  him  by  the 
Bond  Party  showing  how  the  introduc- 
tion of  Chinamen  is  going  to  fill  his  life 
with  misery,  horror,  and  anxiety.  The 
Progressive  Party,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  been  compelled  to  complain  that 
they,  too,  are  also  strongly  opposed  to 
the  introduction  of  Chinese  labour ;  and 
Dr.  Jameson  gave  notice  that  he 
would  introduce  a  Bill  making 
it  illegal  for  Chinamen  to  come  from  the 
Transvaal  into  Cape  Colony. 

Then  the  noble  Earl  made  a  great  point 
of  the  fact  that  while  thirty  par  thousand 
was  the  rate  of  mortality  in  the  De  Beers 


mines  at  Kimberley,  seventy  per  thousand 
was  the  rate  of  mortality  in  Johannesburg. 
He  drew  the  inference  that,  therefore,  the 
treatment  of  the  natives  was  bad,  and 
that  if  the  treatment  had  been  good  the 
mines  would  have  been  able  to  obtiun  all 
the  labour  they  required.  The  noble  Earl 
has  not  had  the  advantage  which  I  have 
had  of  studying  the  conditions  both  on  the 
Rand  and  at  Kimberley.  Let  me  explain 
the  difference  between  the  conditions  of 
work  at  Kimberley  and  at  Johannesburg. 
At  Kimberley,  owing  to  the  fact  that  you 
have  to  deal  with  an  article  which  can  be 
stolen  simply  by  being  swallowed,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  employ  the  com- 
pound system.  In  the  Rand  there  is  no 
such  system.  The  natives  are  allowed  to 
go  where  they  please.  The  result  is  that 
the  Kaffirs  in  the  DeBeers  mines  at  Kim- 
berley are  better  cared  for,  and  run  less 
risk  of  laying  the  seeds  of  disease  than  the 
natives  on  the  Rand.  And  there  is  this 
further  difference,  that  the  diamond  mines 
at  Kimberley  are  worked  by  men  who  are 
drawn  from  the  high  plateau  lands  of 
South  Africa — mainly  horn  Basutoland, 
which  is  the  Switzerland  of  South  Africa. 
They  are  a  much  more  hardy  race  than 
the  coast  natives  who  work  at  Johannes- 
burg. I  think  I  have  explained  the 
reasons  which  account  for  the  increased 
mortality  at  Johannesbnig  as  compared 
with  Kimberlay. 

The  most  rev.  Primate,  who,  with  a 
statesmanship  which  characterises  all  his 
utterances,  did  not  oppose  himself  to  the 
measure  which  is  b^ore  the  House,  very 
properly  drew  the  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  certain  grave 
dangers  which  he  saw  in  the  importation 
of  indentured  Chinamen  into  Johannes- 
burg. I  feel  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will,  in  consultation  with  Lord 
Milner,  provide  every  safeguard  that  can 
b3  provided,  but  I  should  hope  that  this 
House  would  see  the  wisdom  of  allowing 
ths  Transvaal  to  settle  this  affair  in  the 
way  that  may  seem  to  them  best.  I 
would  point  this  consideration  to  the 
most  rev.  Primate.  It  is  only  suggested 
that  the  Chinamen  should  come  for  an 
indentured  term  of  a  few  years.  That  is 
exactly  what  the  Kaffirs  are  doing  in 
Kimberley  to-day,  and,  if  the  principle  of 
the  compound  is  Tioioos  for  indentured 
Chinamen,  the  principle  is  equally  vicious 
at  the  De  Beers  mines,  *^*^'^,^^|'^® 
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admits  who  has  made  a  study  of  the 
matbety  that  the  condition  of  the  natives 
in  the  oompomida  is  better  than  that  of 
any  other  natives  outside  Eimberley. 
Even  in  the  British  Army  privates  enlist 
for  three  years,  and  are  not  afforded  the 
advantages  of  family  life  any  more  than 
i^  proposed  in  the  case  of  the  indentured 
Chinamen.  Further  than  that,  every 
pioneer  has  to  do  without  the  advantages 
of  family  life ;  it  is  one  of  the  penalties 
he  has  to  payfor  his  enterprise  in  opening 
up  a  new  country.  I  have  not  got  the 
figures  by  me,  but  in  the  Transvaal,  before 
the  war,  the  percentage  of  married  miners 
who  were  there  without  their  wives  was 
a  very  large  one  indeed.  What  we  have 
to  do  is  to  reduce  the  cost  of  living,  in 
order  that  our  white  community  may  be 
able  to  live  under  conditions  which  lead 
to  that  morality  which  characterises  all 
Biitash  communities. 

On  the  question  of  fair  treatment  of  the 
millers  I  would  only  say  this,  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely to  the  interest  of  the  mine  manager 
to  treat  his  natives  well,  for  otherlrise  he  j 
cannot  obtain  the  labour  supply  on  which  , 
he  depends  for  the  prosecution  of  his  in-  , 
dustry.    Major  Pearce,  in  a  Report  on  ; 
the  Trade  and  (Jeneral  Conditioits  of  the  | 
British  Central  African  Protectorate  for  I 
1902-3,  refers  to  the  good  efiect  which  j 
work  in  the  mines  of  Rhodesia  has  had  on  i 
the  natives  who  come   from  Central 
Africa.   He  quotes  the  opinion  recorded  | 
by   one   of    the   most    philanthropic . 
missionaries  in  South  Africa,  who  has  , 
had  an  extremely  long  residence  in  the  ' 
country,and  has  unparalleled  knowledgeof  ( 
the  British  Central  African  native.  He 
states  that  they  are  brought  into  contact 
withEuropean  wonders,aiul  that  thesuper- 
intendence  of  the  white  men  has  rendered 
the  natives  much  cleaner  in  their  habits, 
more  dignified  and  more  hard-working, 
and  that  instead  of  the  dull  intellect, 
with  no  other  thought  than  women, 
food,  and  beer,  the  younger  generation 
who  have  sought  improvement  beyond  the 
limits  of  their  own  country  now  show  a 
far  better  stamp  of  countenance  and 
have  a  greater  desire  to  learn  and  write. 
That  shows  that  the  mines  in  Rhodesia 
are  the  best  schools  to  which  the  natives 
of  South  Africa  can  go ;  and  the  presence 
of  indentured  Asiatics  in  the  Rand  mines 
ift  absolutely  necessary  unless  the  pros- 
Earl  Greg, 


perity  of  Rhodesia  is  to  receive  a  fatal 
check. 

It  is  said  that  this  is  a  form  of  slavery, 
but  there  is  no  compulsion  to  make  the 
Chinaman  come.  He  comes  of  hia  own 
accord.  The  question  is  asked,  "  Will  he 
come "  ?  I  read  in  a  Report  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  His  Majes^'s  Consul,  on  a 
journey  in  Mongolia  that  many  of  the 
Chinese  have  to  live  and  support  tiieir 
families  on  a  penny  a  day.  I  do  not 
think  it  requires  very  great  compul- 
sion to  induce  Chinamen  who  are  re- 
ceiving that  rate  of  wage,  on  which  they 
often  have  to  support  a  wife  and  nine 
children,  to  come  to  the  Transvaal,  where 
thOT  can  obtain  a  monthly  wage  ol  45s. 
and  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  indentare, 
can  return  to  China  capitalists,  enabled  to 
live  with  their  families  in  far  greater 
prosperity  than  is  within'the  reach  of  those 
who  remain  at  home.  The  noble  Marquees 
on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  ventured 
yesterday  to  lecture  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
for  supporting  the  introduction  of  inden- 
tured Asiatic  Labour  into  the  Transvaal  at 
such  a  critical  time  aa  the  praent  in  Uie 
Far  East. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  I  beg 
the  noble  Earl's  pardon.  I  did  not  take 
the  noble  Marquess  to  task  over  the 
matter.  I  simply  said  that  it  was  a  most 
unfortunate  time  to  have  negotiations  of 
this  sort  with  China.  I  never  dreamt  of 
blaming  the  noble  Marquess  for  the  course 
he  has  taken.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  do 
not  know  what  he  has  done. 

Earl  GREY  :  I  think  it  is  still  more 
unfortunate,  when  the  whole  peace  and 
prosperity  of  South  Africa  depends  on  our 
being  able  to  obtain,  in  response  to  the 
wish  of  the  Transvaal,^the  importation, 
under  canfally  considered  regulaticms,  of 
,  indentured  Asiatic  Labour,  that  the  noble 
Marquess  should  use  his  influence  in  this 
I  House  on  the  side  of  inducing  the  author- 
ities in  China  to  check  the  flow  of  China- 
'  men  out  of  that  country  into  the  Trans- 
I  vaal.     In  my  opinion  the  real  dan- 
j  g3r  in  South  Africa  is  not  the  yellow 
i  peril  but  the  black  peril.  Ton  have  a 
I  small   white   population  living   in  a 
I  country  in  which  the  blacks  are  steadily 
I  growing.    As  they  increase  in  numbers 
I  you  will  have  to  find  juei 
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them  to  support  themselves  by  honest 
labour.  They  are  growing  gradually  to 
assnme  European  wants,  but  the  pace  is 
veiy  slow,  and  it  is  because  I  take  a 
really  serious  view  of  the  future  of 
South  Africa,  that  I  feel  it  is  necessary, 
as  an  education  to  our  black  population, 
that  the  indentured  Asiatic  should  come 
in  and  do  the  same  work  which,  up  to 
now,  has  been  performed  by  them,  so  as 
to  enable  the  country  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  big  and  growing  industry  which 
will  every  year  demand  more  and  more 
labour,  and  to  render  it  possible,  when 
the  time  comes  that  the  increased 
black  population  ate  unable  to  maintain 
themselves  out  of  their  farms,  for  them 
to  earn  their  livelihood  by  work  at  the 
mines,  by  replacing  the  indentured 
Asiatics  whom  we  only  ask  for  as  a 
temporary  stc^-gap. 

Earl  CARRINGTON:  My  Lords,  I 
beg  at  the  outset  in  the  clearest  possible 
way  to  dissociate  myself  from  any  un- 
known or  anonymous  person  who  has 
ever  called  Lo^  Milner  or  any  person 
connected  with  the  Rand  a  rogue  or 
a  scoundrel.  I  feel  very  deeply  on  this 
subject,  and  I  think  it  is  the  duty  in 
this  crisis  of  every  man  to  speak  openly 
and  fearlessly,  and  I  assure  your  Lord- 
ships that  whatever  I  have  to  say  on 
this  subject  will  be  said  with  the 
greatest  respect  to  every  person 
connected  with  the  mining  indus- 
try, and,  above  all,  to  the  great  nation 
of  ChiAa,  whose  natives  it  is  proposed  to 
bring  into  the  Transvaal.  We  have 
nothing  to  say  against  Chini  or  against 
her  people  ;  but  we  (^pose  the  bringing 
of  these  people  into  a  British  colony,  and 
also  the  way  in  which  this  labour  is  pro- 
posed to  be  brought  in.  The  noble  Earl 
who  has  just  sat  down  seemed  to  me  to 
have  two  main  propositions  in  his 
interesting  and  forcible  speech.  He  said 
first  that  the  whole  peace  and  prosperity 
of  the  Transvaal  depends  on  the  tem- 
porary employment  of  Chinese,  and  he 
made  a  great  point  of  the  word  "  tem- 
porary." But  I  would  very  respectfully 
say  to  the  noble  Earl  that  all  those  who 
have  knowledge  of  Chinese  in  a  British 
colony  know  that  while  it  is  very  easy 
to  get  them  into  it  it,  is  as  difficult  to  get 
them  out  as  it  is  to  get  the  white  ants 
out  of  a  Queensland  log  hut. 


I  should  like  for  one  moment  to  refer 
to  what  the  noble  Karl  said  about  Hr. 
Cresswell,  who  is  well  known  now  as  a 
sort  of  missionary  of  white  labour  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Cresswell  maintains 
that  white  labour  can  be  made  to  pay. 
That  is  the  whole  foundation  of  our  argu- 
ment. We  say  that  it  has  not  been 
proved  that  white  labour  is  impossible. 
The  noble  Earl  truly  said  that  a  great 
argument  had  been  brought  against  Mr. 
Greasweirs  proposals,  and  no  doubt  Mr. 
Cresswell  had  to  leave  his  employment, 
but  my  noble  friend  Lord  Portsmouth 
yesterday  pointed  out  to  the  House  what 
the  reason  of  the  cessation  of  white  labour 
was.  It  was  put  in  evidence  before  the 
Labour  Commission.  A  letter  from  the 
representative  in  Ei^land  was  sent  out 
to  say  that  Ikssrs.  WemherBettandCo.. 
for  various  leasons,  opposed  white  labour. 
That  letter  is  in  svidence,  and  I  need  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  further 
referring  to  it.  The  noble  Earl  went  on 
to  draw  a  most  magnificent  fancy  picture 
of  14,500  stamps  in  full  work,  and  he 
almost  took  one*s  breath  away  with  the 
millions  that  were  to  be  turned  out  and 
the  thousands  of  pounds  that  this  oountxy 
was  going  to  receive  in  consequence  of 
the  enwmous  increase  of  trade  on  account 
of  Chinese  labour.  But  I  would  very  re- 
spectfully submit  that  if,  as  we 
believe,  white  labour  can  be  em- 
ployed at  a  profit,  instead  of  sup- 
plementing the  present  labour  with 
yellow  labour  we  should  supplement  it 
with  white  labour.  You  would  then  have 
this  result,  that  you  would  save  the 
passage  money  to  and  from  the  Flowery 
Land  of  these  indentured  labourers,  and 
the  whole  of  the  £2,700,000  would  go  into 
the  pockets  of  white  men,  who  we  still 
maintain  could  run  these  mines  and  work 
them  at  a  profit. 

Earl  CREY  :  My  point  is  that  if  this 
proposal  is  not  adopted  you  will  not 
have  4,000  stamps  at  work. 

Earl  CARRINGTON :  I  would  point 
out  to  the  noble  Earl  that  the  majority 
of  the  mining  agents  in  South  Africa  are 
not  Britons  at  all ;  they  are  Americans, 
and  therefore  they  are  perfectly  content 
with  the  datm  quo.  Why  should  they 
puzzle  their  brains  to  get  new  machinery 
and  new  means  of, 
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when  they  have  the  wish  expressed  by 

the  magnates  in  London  that  they  Bhonld 
continue  as  they  are  with  cheap 
labour  imported  from  China  ?  May 
I  be  permitted  ioi  one  moment 
to  turn  to  a  speech  which  we 
listened  to  with  great  interest  last  night 
— I  allude  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Duke  the  Under-Secretary  <A  State  for 
the  Colonies,  and  to  compliment  the  noble 
Duke  upon  it.  It  was  certainly  the 
opinion  of  everyone  on  this  side  of  the 
House  that  he  made  a  most  excellent 
defence  of  what,  unhappily,  we  consider 
to  be  an  uncommonly  bad  case.  The 
noble  Duke  told  us  that  mining  is  the 
staple  industry  on  which  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  depends.  With  that  the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down  entirely 
agrees,  and  I  suppose  there  is  not  one 
person  in  your  Lordships*  House  or  in 
this  country  who  would  disagree  with 
that,  and  that  to  my  mind  seems  to  be 
all  the  more  reason  why  the  mines  should 
be  worked  with  resident  white  labour 
and  not  with  Asiatic  indentored  labour. 
The  question,  in  our  juc^^ent,  should  be 
determined  by  an  Imperial  Commission, 
with  Imperial  aesessors,  and  not  decided 
on  the  evidence  of  mine-ownersalone  and 
of  their  engineers,  most  of  whom,  as  I 
have  said,  are  not  British  bat  American. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  mining  industry 
is  divided  into  two  absolutely  different 
sections.  There  is,  first,  the  company- 
promoting,  share-producing  industry, 
and  I  Suppose  I  shall  have  again  to  say 
that  I  speak  with  every  possible  respect 
of  that  industry ;  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  the  mining  industry  proper.  I 
maintain  that  these  mining  magnates,  as 
they  are  called — these  financial  magnates 
—cannot  in  any  way  be  compared  with 
the  leaders  of  British  industry,  such 
as  ironmasters,  coalowners  or  shipowners, 
who,  to  run  their  business,  must  be  well 
aware  of  the  intricacies  of  them.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Government  on  the 
one  side  is  accepting  the  representations 
of  the  first  section,  while  we  who  are 
opposing  this  accept  the  representations 
of  the  second  or  industrial  section.  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  speaking  for  other 
people,  but  I  am  informed  by  Hr. 
Richard  Bell,  who  represents  2,000,000 
working-men,  by  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr. 
William  Crooks,  Hr.  W.  Steadman,  and 

Earl  Carrinifton. 


the  other  leaders  in  the  indnstnal  wwld, 

that  my  noble  friend  the  Marquess  (A 
Ripon  when  he  brought  this  question 
before  your  Lordships  and  objected  to 
the  Ordinance,  had  every  British  work- 
man at  his  back.  That  is  important 
enough,  but  I  also  think  I  am  not  ex- 
aggerating when  I  say  that  my  noble 
friend  in  his  battle  for  white  labour  has 
also  the  support  of  every  single  Colomal 
Governor,  with,  perhaps,  one  or  two 
exceptions.  He  has  also,  naturally,  the 
support  of  the  Colonies  themselves.  An 
allusion  was,  I  think,  made  in  the  debate 
to  Canada,  and  to  the  fact  that  Oanada 
had  said  nothing.  Canada  has  not 
spoken  Imperially,  but  it  has  acted  Im- 
perially, for  I  believe  that  within  tike 
last  few  weeks  the  Colony  of  BritiA 
Columbia  has  put  up  the  poll  tax — my 
noble  friend  the  £arl  of  Aberdeen  will 
correct  me  if  I  am  wrong — hsis  put  up 
the  poll  tax  on  every  Chinaman  to 
£100  a  head. 


The  Eakl  or  ABERDEEN 
hundred  dollars. 


One 


Eakl  CARRINGTON:  Then  the 
noble  Duke  went  on  to  say  that  the 
opinion  in  South  Africa  in  general  is  not 
unfavourable  to  the  proposal.  Take 
Rhodesia.  Yoa  have  there  simply  a 
handful  of  men  who  are  entirely  under 
the  direction  and  under  the  orders  of 
certain  speculative  companies.  They 
have  no  BeU-govemment — 

Earl  GREY  :  I  beg  the  noble 
EarPs  pardon.  We  have  in  Rhodcsis 
a  Legislative  Council  which  is  elected 
by  the  people,  and  our  Legisla- 
tive Counod  unanimously  passed  in 
1901  an  Ordinance  authorising  the  impof- 
tation  of  indentured  Asiatics  into  the 
country  under  very  careful  condition. 
It  has  not  been  permitted  up  to  now  to 
use  that  Ordinance,  but  I  trust  that  Rho- 
desia will  have  the  same  right  accorded  to 
it  as  the  Transvaal. 

Earl  CARRINGTON :  After  what 
the  noble  Earl  has  said  I  withdraw  my 
statement  and  accept  the  correction.  Let 
us  now  take  Natal.  Natal  is  a  semi-trop- 
ical colony  full  of  aliegs  and  supports  t&e 
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proposal,  because  they  cannot  logically 
refuse  approval,  as  it  is  identically  what 
they  are  doing  themselves.  I  need  not 
trouble  the  House  with  the  opinion  of  the 
l^nsvaal  and  the  Oiaiue  River  Colony, 
because  that  was  duly  dealt  witlh  by  my 
noble  friend  behind  i&e.  With  regard  to 
Cape  Colony,  I  think  the  noble  Di^e  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
will  agree  with  me  that  every  single  per- 
son in  Cape  Colony  is  dead  against  the 
proposal. 


The  under  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOB  THB  COLONIES  (The  Duke  of 
Hablbobouob)  :  No. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  do  not  desire 
to  exaggerate  in  any  way,  I  will  tliere- 

fore  say  that  in  Cape  Colony  the  consen- 
sus of  opinion  is  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
proposal. 


The  Dukz  of 
Hear,  beai ! 


MARLBOROUGH : 


Earl  CARRINGTON :  I  saw  a  little 
of  the  Chinese  in  Australia.  In  1688  I 
was  given  to  understand  by  Sir  Henry 
Parkes  that  there  mi^t  probably  be  a 
great  difficulty  as  to  the  introduction  of 
Chinese  into  the  colony,  and  that  if  any 
large  number  of  Chinese "  were  proposed 
to  be  landed,  they  would  probably 
be  resisted  by  force.  Tl^  crisis 
cune  quicker  than  most  people  ex- 
pected. Early  in  Blay,  1888,  three 
ships,  with  something  like  600  Chinese 
coolies  on  board  each  ship,  tried  to  land 
in  Sydney  harbour.  The  whole  population 
turned  out  with  swords  and  staves. 
They  stood  on  the  quay  and  said: 
"These  people  shall  not  land."  The 
excitement  was  so  great  that  there 
was  a  meeting  of  40,000  people,  and  anti- 
Chinese  resolutions  were  passed.  The 
mayor,  at  the  head  of  5,000  citiaens, 
marched  up  George  Street  to  Parliament 
Street  and  tried  to  get  into  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  the  House  being  then  sitting, 
to  inform  the  Government  what  the 
feeling  about  the  Chinese  was.  They 
were  shnt  out,  but  the  language  that  was 
used  by  the  Prime  Minister  wul,  perhaps, 
.show  what  the  tension  of  feeling  was  at 


that  time.    The  Prime  Minister  said  in 

Parliament — 

In  this  crisis  of  the  Chinese  question  we  do 
not  mean  to  turn  back.  Neither  for  Her 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  nor  for  Her  Majesty's 
representative  on  the  spot,  nor  for  the  Secretary 
of  Stat«,  do  we  intend  to  turn  back  from  our 
purpose,  which  is  to  tmninate  the  landing  cS. 
the  Chinese  in  Australia  for  ever." 

I  do  not  think  the  Australians  approved 
of  that  strong  language,  but  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  it  reflected  the  opinion  of 
ev^  individual  in  the  colony.  The  men 
on  the  ships  to  which  I  luive  referred 
were  not  allowed  to  be  landed.  I  then 
telegraphed  over  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies— at  that  time  Viscount 
Knutsford — informing  him  of  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  asked  whether,  if  a  Chinese 
Restriction  Bill  was  passed  which  could  be 
approved,  I  might  (pve  the  Royal  Assent  to 
it.  The  noble  Viscountrose  to  the  occasion, 
and  though  it  was  then  stated  by  several 
important  personages,  as  it  is  in  this 
case,  that  this  was  a  dishonest  cry,  yet 
he  gave  me  permiMion,  and  I  was  able 
to  tell  the  Ministers  that  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  as  to  the  Royal  Assent 
being  given  to  a  Chinese  Immi^ation 
Restriction  Bill.  That  action,  if  it  did 
not  prevent  the  separation  of  the  colony 
altogether,  at  any  rate  put  an  end  to  a 
very  dangerous  crisis. 

Then  I  think  it  might  be  asked,  and 
very  forcibly  asked,  what  is  the  objection 
to  these  ciinamen?  There  must  be 
something  behind  it.  Englishmen  know 
as  little  about  the  Chinese  question  as 
most  Australians  do  about  Spanish 
marriages.  What  is  the  object  of  this 
great  antagonism  to  Chinamen  ?  We 
know  them  to  be  a  very  frugal,  patient, 
industrious,  and  law-abiding  race;  but 
there  are  objections  to  them  that  they 
undersell  the  white  population.  In 
AustraUa  we  know  they  are  extremely 
difficult  to  get  rid  of.  In  the  case  of 
South  Africa  there  is  that  black  peril  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  alluded,  which  is, 
of  course,  a  great  menace,  but  if  there 
was  a  rifflug  amongst  the  natives  it  would 
be  an  uncommonly  disagreeable  thing 
for  a  small  band  of 'white  settlers  to  have 
150,000  or  200,000  discontented  China- 
men in  their  rear.  But  I  think  I  ought 
to  state  what  was  always  considered  in 
Australia  to  be  the  real  danger  of  the 
Chinese.   Their  being  law-bidwg  pe(mle 
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is  one  of  their  great  dangers.  You  never 
hear  of  a  Chinaman  being  broaght  up 
before  an  English  magistrate  for  any 
outrage  or  crime  committed  on  another 
Chinaman;  it  is  the  rarest  thing  in  the 
world.  They  are  brought  up  for  ofiences 
against  white  people,  but  not  for  (fences 
among  themselves.  They  have  a  sort  of 
law  their  own.  If  a  man  commits  a 
muider  he  disappears;  if  he  commits 
burglary  or  any  other  offence  he  is  pun- 
ished according  to  the  Chinese  law,  and 
it  is  felt  that  this  Imperium  in  imjierio  in 
the  State  is  a  very  dangerous  thing. 

The  Chinese  come  as  bachelors,  and  as 
they  are  a  patient  and  affectionate  race 
the  result  is  that  they  marry  women  of  a 
very  low  class.  We  have  to  look  to  the 
future,  and  the  great  ideal  of  the  Australian 
colonistB  is  a  vUte  Empire  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  blood.  They  do  not  want  any 
mixture  of  breed  or  hybrid  marriages. 
I  ask  your  Lordships  to  consider  what 
sort  of  colonists  will  they  be  breeding  up 
for  the  future  as  subjects  of  the  King  in 
South  Africa,  whose  father  was  a  John 
Chinaman  and  whose  mother  was  a 
woman  of  the  description  I  have  referred 
to  ?  And,  last  of  all,  there  is  that  great 
evil,  to  which  I  need  not  allude,  which 
was  put  before  the  House  last  night  by 
the  most  rev.  Primate.  I  think  that 
the  whole  of  Christendom  must  thank 
him  for  having  made  the  speech  which 
he  delivered  last  night.  I  need  not  say 
one  more  word  on  that  most  difficult 
aspect  of  the  subject.  I  undentand  the 
noble  Earl  to  say  that  Lord  Milner  hopes 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  future  British 
federation  of  s? If -governing  States  from 
the  Zambesi  to  the  Cape,  and  that  that 
is  his  ambition.  I  think  that  is  the  hope 
and  ambition  and  ideal  of  every  man  in 
this  country.  We  do  not  quarrel  with 
the  ideal,  but  with  the  way  in  which 
Lord  Milner  seems  determined  to  carry  it 
out.  I  speak  of  Lord  Milner  with  every 
possible  respect,  and  even  those  in  South 
Africa  who  are  opposed  to  his  policy  speak 
of  him  in  the  highest  possible  way.  He 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a 
great  man,  a  strong  man,  to  have  a 
very  high  sense  of  duty,  and  to  stick  lo 
his  opinion  at  all  hazards—  a  very 
courageous  hi^h-princlpled  Englishman. 
But  I  would  like  to  ask,  is  Lora  Milner 
always  right  1  Is  he  right  in  this  in- 
stance 1   Was  he  right  in  1899  when  he 
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took  the  advice  of  the  leaders  of  the 
financial  houses  and  gave  us  to  understand 
that  the  Boers  would  not  fight  under  any 
circumstances  1  Was  he  right  in  1902 
when  he  advocated  the  suspension  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Cape  Colony,  which 
was  negatived,  and  everybody  thinks 
very  properly  negatived,  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  1  And  was  be  right  in  1 903 
when  he  said  "  A^'e  do  not  want  a  white 
proletariat "  t  The  moment  that  Lord 
Milner  said  that  the  flag  was  down  and 
the  race  for  Chinese  labour  b^^.  The 
noble  Duke  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  said,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  and  the  other  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment implicitly  believe  it,  that  white 
labour  is  discontiuued  on  account  of  the 
cost  and  not  from  any  fear  of  anj  white 
labour  combination. 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
Hear,  hear! 

Earl  CARRINGTON:  Well,  but  I 
hardly  think  that  statement  can  be  re 
conciled  which  the  announcement  made 

;  by  the  Committee  of  Johannesburg  £n- 

.  gineers,  who  as  I  have  already  said,  are 
all  Americans.  What  did  they  say  I 
They  said  that  if  this  policy — the  policy  of 
Chinese  labour — is  pursued  there  will  be 

;  no  opening  for  the  trail  of  the  serpent — 
that  is,  for  the  foundation  of  labonr 
unions;  and  a  still  more  astounding 

I  statement  was  made  at  a  meeting  held  on 
9th  Febniary  last  year  and  presided  over 
by  Lord  Harris.  At  that  meeting  a 
memorandum  by  Mr.  Rudd  was  quoted, 
in  which  that  gentleman  is  reported  in 
7%e  Times  to  have  written — 

"  Should  we  replace    200,000  natives  hj 
100,000  andilled  whites,  they  would  simp^ 
hold  the  Oovemment  ia  tlie  lioUow  of  their 
:  hands." 

I     Now,  my  Lords,  those  statements  seem 
to  me  to  give  the  whole  cose  completdy 
away  The  real  reason  for  this  Chinese  in- 
vasion is  that  the  whites  would  simply  hold 
the  Government  in  the  hollow  of  their 
;  hands.    We  may  think  as  hishly  as  w-e  like 
,  of  the  integrity,  honour,  and  patriotism  of 
I  Mr.  Rudd,  but  what  are  we  to  think  of  bia 
'  understanding  1    The  noble  Duke  the 
Under-Secretary  told  us  that  in  days  gone 
by  foreign  labourers  were  imported  and 
,  the  regulations  made  afterwaroa,  but  that 
now  the  rules  are  to  be  settled  before  the 
Chinese  are  bron^tit  in,  and  their  social, 
,  moral,  and  religious  ijitej^t^  ,4re  to  be 
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considered  by  His  Majesty's  Government. 
Let  us  consider  for  one  moment  what  the 
position  is.  On  one  of  the  big  mines  that  I 
know  there  are  4,000  coolies  to  be  em- 
ployed. These  men  are  to  be  brought 
over  from  China,  and  are  to  be  put  into  a 
compound  or  stockade.  I  do  not  know  if 
many  noble  Lords  in  this  House  have  seen 
a  native  compound.  I  bave,  and  a  more 
horrible  sight  it  is  impossible  to  conceive. 
Imagine  a  piece  of  groimd  surrounded 
with  corrugated  iron,  and  crowded  with 
natives,  some  sitting  smoking  in  a  comer, 
others  sitting  and  gambling,  others  asleep 
in  different  parts  of  the  compound,  and  a 
great  many  of  them  sitting  in  a  large  ring 
watching  a  dance,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
somewhat  wanting  in  delicacy.  You  are 
to  brii^  these  Chinamen  over,  and  put 
them  mto  we  of  these  stockades.  You 
tell  them  that  their  working  hours 
are  to  be  spent  underground,  and 
that  their  hours  of  recreation  will 
be  spent  in  the  stockade.  They  are  to 
have  no  civic  rights ;  they  are  not  to  be 
allowed  to  go  out  of  the  stockade,  except 
on  very  special  occasions  when  they  may 
be  granted  a  permit ;  if  they  feel  a(^;rieved 
or  Ul-used  they  aie,  und^r  no  circum- 
stances, to  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the 
compound;  if  they  escape,  they  aie 
captured  and  brought  back  by  force; 
if  any  white  man  harbours  or  succours 
them,  it  is  an  ofience  punishable  by  fine 
and  imprisonment ;  they  are  not  to  in- 
dulge in  any  commerce  or  any  trade ; 
they  are  not  to  own  land  or  till  land. 
During  the  three '  years  that  they  are 
indentured  in  this  way  they  are  bound 
over  to  the  person  who  claims .  their 
services.  They  cannot  leave  th&t  man's 
employ,  though  he  has,  as  I  believe  was 
said  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
power,  without  their  consent,  to  transfer 
their  services  to  some  other  proprietor. 
That  is  the  social  condition  that  you  offer 
these  men.  Then,  as  regards  their 
morality,  you  say,  "Oh!  we  will  look 
after  their  morals.  We  think  it  is 
necessary  that  the  wives  should  accom- 
pany them,  only  we  cannot  have  every 
one's  wife."  I  believe  the  proportion 
of  wives  ia  one  in  every  fifty,  so  that  it 
comes  to  this — 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH : 
Frtnn  what  document  is  the  noble 
Earl  quoting  ? 


£arl  GARRINGTON  :  I  am  told  that 
the  proportion  is  as  I  have  stated. 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
In  Natal  the  number  of  wives  who 
accompany  the  natives  ia  about  40 
per  cent. 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  Are  we  to 
understand  that  that  will  be  the  propor- 
tion in  the  case  of  the  Chinese  ? 

The  Ddke  of  MARLBOROUGH:  I 
can  make  no  pledge  with  regard  to  the 
Chinese. 

Earl  CARRINGTON :  There  is  no 
pledge  forthcoming  as  to  the  proportion 
of  wives  who  are  to  accompany  the 
Chinese.  Then  we  look  after  the 
religious  aspect.  We  tell  these  people 
that  we  respect  their  religion,  and  I 
am  given  to  understand  that  there  is 
a  trade  already  going  to  be  initiated 
for  supplying  the  imported  Chinese  coolies 
with  cheap  idols,  to  be  made  in  this 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  their  worship. 
And  then,  in  conclusion,  we  tell  them 
that  we  know  it  is  their  wish  their  last 
resting  place  should  be  in  C^na,  and  we 
promise  to  send  their  bones  back  in  the 
event  of  an3^hing  happening  to  them 
during  the  three  years.  I  am  bound  to 
admit  that  if  the  rate  of  mortality  is  any- 
thing like  the  seventy  per  thousand  per 
annum  quoted  last  night  by  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Portsmouth,  there  will  be  a 
lucrative  trade  in  canying  back  the 
remains  of  these  unfortunate  people  to 
the  land  from  which  they  came.  I 
apologise  to  your  Lordships  for  having 
addressed  you  at  such  length,  but  I  felt 
bound  to  speak  on  the  subject,  as  it  is  one 
upon  which  I  feel  very  keenly.  I  join 
with  my  noble  friend  who  introduced  this 
subject  to  your  Lordships  and  imploce 
the  Government  to  stay  their  hand.  Do 
let  the  English  nation  know  what  they 
are  doing.  At  least  let  us  read  the 
evidence  that  is  contained  in  the  Blue- 
book.  There  can  be  no  hurry.  What  is 
the  object  of  this  feverish  impatience  to 
get  these  Chinese  people  into  South 
Africa  %  In  the  good  old  times,  or  the  bad 
old  times,  of  Kruger,  the  output  of  the  gold 
mines  was  £100,000,000  sterling  a  year, 
while  now  it  has  fallen  to  ^£70,000,000. 

Digitized  by  V^OOg IC 


1163 


Chinese  Labour 


{LOKDS} 


in  the  Tmnsvaal. 


1164 


I  implore  His  Majesty's  GoTemment  to 
give  breathing  time,  and  to  let  the  English 
nation  kno  v  what  they  lure  doing.  If  the 
nation  understood  vhat  froula  be  the 
terrible  results  of  this  Chinese  immigration 
into  South  A&ica,  there  would  be  such  a 
consensus  of  opinion  as  would  force 
the  Government  to  flash  the  message 
across  the  seas :  "  We,  the  Imperial 
government,  refuse  to  sanction  this 
most  un-British  and  unholy  thing." 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (The  Earl  of  Onslow): 
My  Lords,  nobody  is  more  entitled  to 
address  your  Lordships  on  the  subject  of 
the  importation  of  Chinese  labour  than  the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down,  for  he 
was  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  at 
a  time  when  the  importation  of  Chinese 
labour  was  a  burning  question,  and  I  think 
I  may  safely  say  ^t  none  of  Her  Late 
Klajesty's  representatives  in  Australasia 
was  more  popular  with  the  peofde  than 
my  noble  friend.    In  his  position  as  the 
reprwntative  of  the  Crown,  the  noble  Earl 
naturally  hatl  to  observe  a  somewhat 
guarded  attitude  on  the  question  until 
such  time  as  he  was  able  to  publish  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
between  himself  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 
It  was  then  found  that  the  noble  Earl  was 
more  Australian  than  the  Australians  on 
this  question.  He  was  received  everywhere 
with  cheers  — vrith  cheers  that  I  have  never 
heard  equalled  except  when  a  gentleman 
is  belabouring  a  Government  of  which  he 
until  recently  was  a  member.    But  the 
noble  Earl  has  another  claim  upon  yoxu: 
Lordships'  attention,  because  I  notice  that 
two  or  three  days  ago  he  was  the  Chairman 
of  a  meeting  held  at  the  Queen's  Hall  to 
protest  a^nst  the  importation  of  Asiatic 
labourers  into  the  Transvaal.   That  meet- 
ing was  described  in  the  organ  of  noble 
Jjorda  opposite,  the  Daily  News,  as  one 
representative  of  all  Parties  and  of  all 
sections.   I  looked  through  the  list  of 
Members  of  the  Legislature  who  were 
present,  and,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  the  only 
Jlember  there  of  the  Party  to  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  belong  was  an  hon.  and 

f nllant  Gentleman  a  member  of  the  other 
louse  of  Parliament,  who  is  principally 
known  for  the  candid  criticism  which  he 
bestows  upon  the  Government  he  is  sup- 
posed to  support.  Whether  it  was  repre- 
sentative of  the  sections  of  the  Party  to 
which  noble  XiOi^  opposite  belong  I  am 
Earl  Carringtm. 


unable  to  say,  because  I  do  not  know  how 
many  sections  then  are. 

The  noble  Earl  described  the  terrors 
which  might  menace  the  small  white 
population  in  the  iWisvaal  if  they  bad 
100,000  Chinamm  in  their  rear.'  The 
noble  Earl  likes  to  make  our  flesh  creep. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  this  serious  menace 
of  the  white  population  in  the  Transvaal 
I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that  the 
Chinaman  is  not  a  desirable  inhabitant  of 
a  white  country.     He  is  a  useful  man 
upon  occasions  ;  he  has  been  very  useful 
to  my  noble  friend  and  myself ;  he  has 
washed  our  dirty  linen  in  private,  and 
has  grown  our  cabbages,  and  he  is  willing 
to  work  for  a  lower  wage  than  the  white 
man.    He  is  not  unlike  the  Russian  and 
the  Pole  who  settie  in  the  East  End  of 
London,  and  as  such  the  Australian 
Government  were  doing  what  was  only 
their  duty  to  those  whom  they  represented 
in  urging  upon  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  the  Chinaman  should  be  excluded 
from  the  colony.   But  surely,  my  Lords, 
the  position  is  quite  different  in  this  case. 
In  Australia  the  Chinese  had  come  in 
freely,  and  the  difficulty  was  to  get  rid  of 
them.    The  stable  door  had  been  left 
open,  and  the  undesirable  animat  was 
allowed  to  come  in  and  roam  about  where 
he  pleased.  In  the  case  of  the  Transvaal 
it  is  proposed  to  put  hum  in  a  comfortable 
loose-box  where  he  can  do  no  harm,  and 
when  his  work  is  done  he  will  go  back  to 
bis  own  country  with  a  nice  little  sum  in 
his  pocket.    The  noble  Earl  said  he  would 
be  more  difficult  to  get  out  than  the  white 
ant.    I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is 
a  little  discrepancy  in  the  ar^ment  of 
the  noble  Karl  when  ho  complains  of  the 
restrictions  on  the  one  hand  which  are  to 
be  placed  on  the  Chines^  and  on  the 
other  that  they  will  run  all  over  the  place 
and  will  not  be  able  to  be  restrained.  I 
believe    the   precautions   which  Lord 
Milner   is    about    to   take    will  be 
amply    sufficient    to   avoid    all  the 
evils  which  the  noble  Earl  fears.    I  do 
not  know.where  the  noble  Earl  got  the 
statement  i3afit  Lor<l  Milner's  prophecies 
alwa^  come  untrue;    I  do  not  know 
where  he  got  the  qaotati(m  tiliat  Lord 
Milner  said  the  Boers  would  at  no  time 
fight  the  British.    In  the  course  of  the 
negotiations,  just  as  in  the  course  of  the 
recent  negotiations  between  Russia  and 
Japan,  there  may  have  been  moments 
when  it  was  impoesibteitQiopmwre  that 
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such  a  thing  as  war  would  take  place; 
but  because  Lotd  Milner  said  that  at 
Bome  time  or  other,  I  cannot  admit  that 
he  IB  a  prophet  without  honour.  Then 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  said  last 
ni^t  that  there  was  no  precedent  in  the 
whole  of  the  King's  dominions  for  such  a 
course  as  that  proposed  in  this  case. 

The  Mabqubbs  of  BIPON  :  I  made 
the  statement  on  the  authwitf  of  the 
Ccdonial  Secretary. 

♦The  Earl  op  ONSLOW :  Of  course, 
I  do  not  suggest  that  anything  exactly 
the  same  has  taken  place,  but  tor  many 
yeaiB  past  it  has  been  ijie  practice  to 
import  indentured  coloured  labourers 
into  the  West  Indian  Col<mies.  There  is 
a  great  similarity  between  the  conditions. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  No. 

•The  Earl  of  ONSLOW:  I  will 
point  out  what  the  similarity  is.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Indian  coolie  is  just  as 
much  obliged  to  reside  on  the  plantation 
as  it  is  proposed  that  the  Chinaman 
should  be  obliged  to  reside  in  the  com- 
pound. He  cannot  leave  his  plantation 
without  a  pass,  and  he  may  be  fined  for 
•deserting  from  his  labour.  All  these 
things  are  identical  with  the  proposals 
which  it  is  suggested  should  be  made  in 
the  Transvaal,  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
they  have  not  been  looked  upon  as 
a  condition  of  slavery  by  the 
coolies  who  are  subject  to  them. 
Last  year  I  believe  there  were  14,600 
«oolies  in  British  Guiana.  There 
were  only  six  eomphunts  made  by 
them,  and  four  were  dismissed.  Some 
1,150  went  back  to  their  homes  and 
took  with  them  £9,000,  whilst  they  had 
remitted  £2,000  to  their  relatives.  To 
show  that  they  did  not  consider  that  they 
were  badly  treated,  although  every 
discoiiragement  was  placed  in  the  way  of 
their  coming  back,  359  returned.  The 
noble  Marquess  said  that  it  was  proposed 
to  bring  196,000  Chinese  into  the 
Transvaal.  The  noble  Earl  was  in  error. 
On  the  contrary,  it  has  always  been  the 
policy  of  Lord  Milner  that  no  stone 
should  be  l^t  unturned  to  get  a  sufficient 
number  of  Kaffir  labourers  to  bfdance  the 
Chinese  who  may  be  imported.  What  is 
propc«ed  is  to  bring  in  an  experimental 


batch  of  10,000,  and  I  can  only  express 
the  hope  that  Lord  Milner  will  be  success- 
ful in  getting  aa  many. 

I  now  come  to  the  speech  of  the  most 
rev.  Primate.  The  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury complained  that  there  was  no. 
reference  in  the  Blue-book  to  any  pro-* 
vision  for  looking  after  the  morals  of  the 
Chinese  who  might  be  imported  ioto  the 
TransTaal.  There  was  a  reference,  but  I 
admit  that  it  was  not  from  an  offi^ 
source.  Mr.  Skinner,  who  was  sent  to 
China  by  the  Transvaal  Gtovemment  to 
inquire  into  the  conditions  of  life  of  the 
Chinese,  recommended  that  there  should 
be  a  regular  remittance  of  their  wages 
home,  that  they  should  have  their  passage 
free  with  food,  and  that  an  advance  of 
wages  should  be  made  to  them  before  they 
left ;  also  that  when  they  arrived  they 
should  have  free  house  accommodation, 
medical  attendance,  Chinese  clothing, 
and  religious  facilities.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  the  trade  in  idols 
that  was  referred  to  by  my  noble  friend 
just  now.  There  is  also  a  reference 
to  the  importation  of  their  womankind. 
Mr.  Skinner  strongly  recommended  that 
those  labourers  who  proved  themselves 
to  be  most  efficient  should  be  encour- 
aged by  their  womankind  being  sent  for 
to  follow  them,  but  a  com^aint  has 
been  made  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Papers  to  show  what  steps  His  Majesty's 
Government  had  taken  in  this  matter. 
Well,  my  Lords,  it  is  precisely  because 
this  matter  was  carefully  considered 
when  it  was  originally  proposed  to 
introduce  coloured  labour,  that  it  was 
not  thought  necessary  to  set  forth  in 
the  Blue-book  all  that  had  been  going 
on  between  Lord  Milner  and  His 
Majesty's  Government  ;  but  I  may 
inform  the  moat  rev.  Primate  that  the 
matter  is  v&ry  far  from  having  been  lost 
sight  of.  We  had  the  advantage  of 
having  in  this  country  a  few  months  ago 
perhaps  the  most  experienced  man  in  we 
British  Elmpire  in  the  management  of 
Chinese — Sir  Frank  Swettenham.  Sir 
Frank  Swettenham  and  Lord  Milner  had 
many  interviews  together,  and  he  im- 
pressed on  Lord  Milner  what  were  the 
conditions  that  would  best  contribute  to 
the  morality  of  the  Chinese.  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  sent  out  to 
the  Truisvaal  the  Protector  of  the  Chinese 
from  Singapore,  a  man  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  reqmrement^s^qyj^in^. 
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who  will  do  all  he  can  to  make  the  experi- 
ment a  success.  The  regulations  are  not, 
and  cannot  be,  settled  because  they  have 
to  be  arranged  in  consonance  with  the 
Chinese  Government,  and  until  that  has 
been  done  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
publish  them.  Your  Lordships  will  have 
observed  that  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  has 
given  an  assurance  in  another  place  that 
the  matter  would  be  carefully  considered, 
and  that  he  intended  to  take  steps  to  see 
that  a  sufficient  number — he  is  not,  of 
course,  in  a  position  now  to  say  what  that 
number  will  be — of  Chinese  wives  and 
families  should  be  allowed  to  accompany 
the  labourers  to  the  Transvaal. 

There  was  another  point  raised  by 
the  noble  Marquess  on  the  Front 
Bench  opposite.  He  asked  whether 
these  regulations  would  be  explained  to 
the  Chinamen  before  they  left  China.  Yes, 
my  Lords,  of  course  they  will.  They  will 
be  explained  to  the  Chinamen  before  they 
start,  not  only  by  people  of  their  own 
nationality,  but  by  His  Majesty's  Consuls 
or  by  persons  appointed  spedally  by  the 
(Government  to  seo  that  the  conditions 
are  thoroughly  understood.  The  noble 
£arl  who  spoke  last  gave  your  Lordships 
a  thrilling  account  ofthe  conditions  ob- 
taining in  what  he  called  a  stockade. 
I  know  what  a  compound  is,  but  there  is 
no  mention  in  the  Ordinance  of  either  a 
stockade  or  a  compound.  The  intention 
is  that  a  representative  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  shall  see  that  these  people, 
men  and  women,  are  decently  and  com- 
fortably housed.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  noble  Earl  advocates  that  they  should 
be  alloved  to  hold  land  and  engage  in 
trade,  but  at  any  rate  I  do  not  think  that 
would  be  very  welcome  in  the  Transvaal 
or  in  any  other  part  of  South  Africa.  As  to 
the  suggestion  which  was  made  last  night 
by  the  noble  Earl  who  initiated  this  dis- 
cussion, that  Lord  Milner's  policy  was 
to  exclude  British  labour,  there  are 
10,000  white  men  working  at  the  mines 
to<lay  and  at  good  rates  of  wages. 
They  are  receiving  £1  a  day,  and  I  think 
that  is  quite  sufl^ient  to  maintain  any 
working  man,  even  with  his  wife  and 
family  and  under  the  expensive  circum- 
stances that  obtain  in  the  Transvaal. 
There  are  some  white  labourers  in 
Kurope  who  do  not  get  more  than  28.a  day. 
For  the  least  skiUel  labour  13  guineas  a 
month  is  paid,  and  drill  men  get  ^2  a 
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month.  An  important  consideration,  too, 
is  that  white  men  will  not  work  at  un- 
skilled labour  under  the  same  conditions  as 
black  men. 

The  noble  Earl  talked  as  if  there  were 
only  white  men  in  South  Africa.  You 
have  got  a  black  race  which  is  not 
diminishing,  not  disappearing  as  it  is  in 
Australia,  but  which  is  increasing,  and 
you  have  got  to  reckon  with  it.  Y''ou 
will  always  have — I  hope  you  will 
always  have  —  the  Kaffirs  working 
in  the  mines,  and  I  say,  upon  the  evi- 
dence which  is  in  the  Blue-book,  and  upon 
the  evidence  which  is  known  to 
my  noble  friend  who  addressed  you  last 
but  one,  that  if  you  put  white  and  black 
men  alongside  doing  unskilled  labour,  the 
former  become  demoralised.  The  true 
settlement  of  this  question  can  only  be 
obtained  by  confining  the  skilled  labour 
to  the  white  man  apd  theanskiUedlaboar 
to  the  black.  For  every  eight  black  men 
working  at  the  mines  you  have  one  white 
man;  so  that  if  you  import  100,000  more 
black  labourers  it  will  provide  employment 
for  12,500  skilled  white  men,  who  will 
bring  with  them  their  wives  and  families. 

♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  There  is  no 
question  as  to  importing  black  labour. 
The  qaestion  is  one  of  yellow  labonr. 

The  Earl  op  ONSLOW:  WeU,  I 
will  substitute  the  terra  unskilled  coloured 
labourers.  A  great  deal  was  made  by 
the  noble  Lord  and  by  other  noble  Lords 
of  Bfr.  Tarbutt*8  letter  and  of  the 
memorandum  of  Mr.  Rndd.  Vam  sorry 
tJbat  the  noble  Earl  had  not  the  oppor- 
tunity of  going  through  the  ponderous 
volume  which  the  noble  Duke  the  Under- 
Secretary  brought  down,  for""  he  would 
have  found  in  it  more  material  for  his 
speech.  He  would  have  found  that  one 
or  two  gentlemen  suggested  that  the  real 
remedy  was  forced  labour.  Whether  it 
was  to  be  with  whips  or  bayonets  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  am  surprised  that  nobody 
has  taken  hold  of  that  and  suggested  Uiat, 
because  this  or  that  irresponsible  person 
suggested  forced  labour,  it  showed  the 
trial  of  the  Vice-regal  serpent.  My  noble 
friend  relies  on  Mr.  Cresswell  and  his 
experiment  in  the  adoption  of  white 
labour.  My  noble  friend  quoted  Mr.  4 
Tarbutt's  lettex  as  an  indication  tliat 
Messrs.  Wemher  Beit  and  Go.  were  whollv 
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opposed  to  this  experiment  of  white 
labour,  but  if  he  will  tead  the  Blue-book 
carefully  he  will  find  that  Mr.  Ciesswell  | 
stoted  that  Mesras.  WernherBeit  and  Co.  | 
did  all  they  could  to  give  him  a  free , 
hfmd  to  make  a  fair  and  impartial  trial ) 
of   the  employment  of    white  labour . 
under  prevailing  conditions,  but  the  ex- 1 
periment  broke  down  completely.    No-  j 
body  would  have  been  more  pleased  that 
it  should  have  been  a  success  than  those 
who  were  so  deeply  interested  in  the 
output  of  the  mines.  I 

I 

Mr.  Creswell  himself  pointed  out  the  \ 
reason  why  it  was  a  failure.  He  said  it 
was  because  the  white  men  who  were  I 
worth  anythingwere gradually  becoming  \ 
skilled  men.  They  would  not  work  at  I 
8s.  6d.  and  he  did  not  think  lOa.  would 
be  much  use  to  them,  and  even  128.  was 
not  a  living  wage  for  a  married  man. 
Does  anybody  really  believe  that  it  would 
have  been  possible  to  carry  on  the  mining 
industry  of  South  Africa  at  a  rate  of 
wage  of  128.  per  day  per  unskilled 
labourer  %  The  result  would  be  that  the 
mines  would  have  to  be  shut  down.  The 
efficiency  of  unskilled  white  labour,of  which 
a  great  deal  has  been  made,  was  shown  to 
have  been  only  123  to  1  of  the  value  of 
unskilled  black  labour,  whilst  the  cost  was 
three  or  four  times  as  great.  The  only 
way  in  which  you  can  deal  with  white 
labourers  is  that  they  should  gradually 
come  to  be  skilled  labourers.  Noble 
Lords  who  take  exception  to  this  pro- 
posal can  find  plenty  of  material  to 
support  their  argument  in  this  Blue- 
book.  The  Blue-book  has  not  been 
doctored  or  cooked.  It  contuns  every- 
thing on  the  subject  that  can  be  told. 
There  are  reports  of  many  meetings  and 
speeches  adopting  the  same  attitude  as 
that  of  noble  Lords  opposite,  but  what  I 
want  to  draw  your  Lordships'  especial 
attention  to  is  the  extraordinary  change 
of  opinion  which  has  come  over  the 
people  of  the  Transvaal  in  the  last  few 
months.  The  Keport  of  the  Commission 
came  out  on  19th  November,  and  since 
that  date  there  has  been  no  expression  of 
opinion  opposed  to  the  necesaity — not  the 
desirability,  but  the  necessity— of  intro- 
ducing unskilled  coloured  labour.  On  2nd 
December  the  Chamber  of  Mines  passed  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  it,  and  on  the  12th 
of  the  same  month  the  Johannesburg  Stock 
Exchange  passed  a  similar  resolution. 
On  the  same  day  the  Johannesburg  Cham< 
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ber  of  Trade  adopted  a  similar  view.  On 
the  18th  December  a  large  public  meeting 
was  held  at  Johannesburg  at  which,  by  an 
enormous  majority,  this  policy  was  sup- 
{lorted.  On  the  following  day  a  large 
meeting  in  the  same  sense  was  held  at  the 
Wanderers'  Club,  and,  finally,  you  have 
the  debate  and  division  in  the  legislative 
Council.  Noble  Lords  opposite  minimise 
the  authority  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
The  noble  Marquess  opposite  asked, 
"What  are  they  ?"  They  are,  he  said, 
a  set  of  nominated  officials  who  have  got 
to  do  what  they  are  told  by  the  Govern 
ment. 

The  Habqubss  or  RIFONt;  I  did 
not  say  th»t. 

•Tm  Earl  oy  ONSLOW :  Well  he 
said  they  were  nominated  officials.  Let 
me  say  that  they  were  specially  enjoined 
that  they  were  to  record  their  votes 
entirely  in  accordance  with  their  opinions, 
and  not  because  t^^^  were  memfaers  of 
the  Govemment.   "miat  I  want  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  noble  Marquess  to  is 
I  this,  that  in  the  constitution  of  that 
!  council  Lord  Milner    was  not  guided 
I  solely,  or,  I  think  I  may  say,  mainly, 
I  by  the  question  of  whether  these  ■  men 
were  the  best  men  in  the  colony^or 
;  whether  they  were  the  men  most  likely 
to  approve  of  his  policy  or  his  Govem- 
ment. He  was  guided  by  the  comparative 
I  importance  of  ^e  difierent  elements  com- 
;  posing  the  body  politic ;  that  is  to  say, 
\  the  members  were  specially  selected  as 
I  representative  of  all  interests  in  the 
I  Transvaal.    Therefore,  I  claim  that  this 
is  not  the  decision  of  an  ordinary  Crown 
I  Colony  Legislature,  but  that  it  should  be 
!  looked  upon  as  really  representing  the 
i  opinion  of  the  large  majority  of  people  in 
'  the  Transvaal. 

A  great  deal  was  said  as  to  the  opinion 
that  has  been  expressed  by  the  other 

f-eat  self-governing  colonies  in  the 
mpire.  I  have  had  the  honour  of  the 
!  acquaintance  of  the  Prime  Minister  of 
'  New  Zealand  for  a  great  many  years,  and 
j  I  think  there  is  no  man  in  whose  breast 
'  the  spirit  of  Imperial  patriotism  bums 
'  more  brightly  tha^  in  that  of  Mr.  Seddon ; 
but,  while  I  should  be  the  last  person  to 
I  say  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a 
I  self-governing  colony  to  interfere  in  the 
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and  say  that  I  think  we  have  snffered  in 
the  past  because  too  little  interest  has 
been  taken  in  the  general  afiai»  of 
Bmpiie  by  its  several  component  paits. 
I  recollect  well  that  in  1887,  when  the 
first  Colonial  Conference  was  held,  a 
gentleman,  a  native  of  one  of  the  Austra- 
lian States,  came  over  to  this  country 
full  of  hot  indignation  against  the  manner 
in  which  England  had  treated  the  interests 
of  Australia,'  but  when  he  went  back  he 
said  he  had  seen  the  true  proportion 
which  Australia  bore  to  the  whole  of  this 
great  Empire,  and  recognised  that  he 
had  been  unduly  critical  in  what  he  had 
said  respecting  the  Government.  The 
noble  Marquess  drew  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  Australasian  Colonics  and  the 
Cape.  He  said  the  Cape  was  more 
entitled  to  speak  upon  this  subject  on 
account  of  its  propinquity  to  the  Trans- 
vaal. The  noble  Earl  said — but  he 
corrected  himself  afterwards  —  that  he 
thou^t  there  was  not  a  single  person 
in  the  Cape  who  was  not  opposed 
to  this  proposal.  On  the  contrary 
the  proposal  is  approved  in  several 
places.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  some  of  the  ports,  especially  East 
London,  depend  for  their  prosperity  on 
the  Transvaal,  and  I  think  that  if  the 
noble  I^rd  paid  a  visit  to  East  Loridon 
he  would  find  that  there  are  a  great  many 
people  there  who  are  distinctly  in  favour 
of  anything  being  done  which  would 
maintain  the  prosperity  of  the  Transvaal. 

The  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition gave  us  fair  warning,  on  the  first 
night  of  the  session,  that  if  His  Majesty's 
Goverament  showed  any  sympathy  with 
two  great  classes  of  the  community  we 
must  expect  some  opposition  on  his  part. 
He  singled  out  two — the  great  industry 
which  deals  in  intoxicating  liquor  and 
the  ^eat  industiy  which  is  carrying  on 
mining  in  the  Transvaal.  No  doubt 
the  brewers  and  the  publicans  deal 
in  an  article  which  occasionally  leads 
to  excesses,  thoi^h  I  hope  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House  we  look  upon  it  as  the  cup 
which  cheers  but  not  inebriates.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  business. 
In  the  same  way,  although  the  operation 
of  mining  digs  up  the  riches  of  the  earth 
which  in  our  classical  studies  we  learned 
were  the  incentives  to  evil,  yet  most  of 
us  like  to  have  a  little  of  that  wealth,  and 
at  any  rate  it  is  a  great  lubricant  of  that  | 
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complicated  machine  which  we  call  our 
commercial  system.  I  think  that  neither 
of  those  two  classes  ou^t  to  be  singled 
out  for  special  attack.  But  it  is  not  in 
any  way  because  the  mining  magnates,  as 
they  are  called,  are  the  people  who  are 
mainly  concerned  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Transvaal  that  we  ask  your  Lordships  to 
sanction  this  Ordinance.  It  is  because  by 
generating  the  mining  industry  you  create 
the  great  motive  power  which  will  stir 
into  activity  all  the  other  industries  of  the 
Transvaal,  including  that  of  agriculture. 

If   by    any    action  of  this  House 
the    prosperity    of   the   Transvaal  is 
crippled,  as  I  believe  it  will  be  by  a 
refusal  to  sanction  the  Ordinance,  you 
will  have  no  more  reason  to  make  rail- 
ways or  roads.     The  profits  of  every 
farmer,  be  he  British  or  Dutch,  will  dis- 
appear.  As  Mr.  Birchenough  has  pointed 
out,  it  is  not  the  mines  only.   As  he  said, 
the  danger  ai  the  situation  lies  m  the 
prolongation  of  the  present  financial 
strain.   It  is  a  race  against  time.  The 
whole  industrial  and  ctnumereial  interests 
of  the  Transvaal  are  involved,  and  not 
only  the  interests  of  the  financial  houses. 
The  evidence  given  before  the  Commission 
will  strike  different  people  in  different 
ways.    The  noble  Marquess  has  derived 
the  impression  from  reading  it  that  there 
is  no  unanimity  in  the  Transvaal  on  this 
subject.   I  confess  it  strikes  me  in  an 
exactly  contrary  way.    It  seems  to  me, 
from  all  I  have  seen,  that  the  great  pre- 
ponderating   opinion    throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  Transvaal  is 
that,  unpleasant  and  unsatisfactory  as  it 
is  to  have  recourse  to  Oiinese  labour,  it 
is  the  only  thing  which  will  save  the 
Transvaal  from  going  down- hill  to  ruin. 
We  have  passed  through  crises  in  the 
history  of  our  Colonies  not  dissimilar 
from  that  which  we  see  in  the  Transvaal. 
We  have  learned,  or  we  onght  to  have 
learned,  many  lessons  from  history.  I 
will  not  take  ^ooi  Lordships  back  to  the 
tea  chests  whidi  were  thrown  over  into 
Boston  harbour,  but  I  will  say  that  when- 
ever Parliament  or  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  attempted  to  dictate  to  a  great  colony 
on  the  eve  of  self-government.  Parliament 
or  the  Secretary  of  State  has  invariably 
been  foiled,   and  all  that  they  have 
succeeded  in  doing  has  been  in  exas- 
perating the  opinion  of  our  fellow  sub- 
jects in  the  ocuony.  2~hqpe  we  -foe  not 
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going  to  repeat  the  mistakes  which 
were  made  by  our  ancestors.  You 
may  impose  your  view  on  the  Trans- 
vaal, against  the  will  and  wishes 
of  the  people,  but  if  you  do  you 
will  in  the  end  inevitably  fail,  as  you 
have  failed  in  the  past  in  Canada,  Aus- 
trdu,  and  at  the  Gape. 

The  EiBL  of,  ABERDEEN:  My 
Lords,  I  only  interpose  for  one  moment 
to  make  a  correction.  The  noble  Earl, 
Lord  Carrington,  referred  to  the  poll  tax 
on  Chinamen  in  British  Columbia.  I  have 
ascertained  that  the  tax  has  been  raised 
to  600  dollars,  having  formerly  been  100 
hilars.   It  is  now  equivalent  to  £100. 

•The  lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHES- 
TER: My  Lords,  I  have  listened  with 
great  admiration  to  the  spirited  and 
effective  as  well  as  kindly-natured  and 
good-tempered  speech  which  has  just 
been  delivered  by  the  noble  Earl,  and  we, 
who  feet  anxious  about  this  matter,  are 
very  grateful  to  him  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  treated  what  I  may  call  its 
moral  difficulties.  He  has  shown  us — I, 
for  my  part,  certalaly  did  not  need 
showing— that  those  who  are  responsible 
here  for  these  proposals  have  the  most 
sincere  and  the  mosc  earnest  intention  of 
making  them  work  satisfactorily  and  well. 
No  one  has  more  reason  than  myself  to 
believe  that  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
his  advisers  are  fully  alive  to  the  serious 
nature  of  this  matter.  The  thing  we 
have  got  to  ask  ourselves  is  whether  that 
good  intention  is  altogether  sufficient. 
We  have  learned  from  the  noble  Earl 
more  in  detail  of  the  kind  of  securities 
the  Government  are  able  to  take.  They 
are  the  securities  of  very  high  and  inde- 
pendent opinion  applied  to  the  details  of 
the  matter.  The  counsel  of  Sir  Frank 
Swettenham  and  of  the  other  expert,  Mr. 
Evans,  the  Protector  of  Chinese,  given  to 
Lord  Milner,  is  intended  to  secure  in  every 
possiMe  way  the  interests  of  the  Chinese 
ubourer.  When  I  ask  my«elf  whether 
that  is  quite  sufficient  to  make  me 
happy,  when  I  ask  myself  whether, 
bearing  in  mind  some  of  the  past  in- 
cidents of  coolie  labour,  and  some 
of  the  incidents  of  Chinese  life  out  of 
theii  own  conntiy.  these  securitiea  are 
satisfactory,  I  see  one  or  two  difficulties. 

The  first  difficulty  which  I  see  is  the 
very  strength  of  the  case  made  out  by 


the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Grey)  for 
the  necessity  of  this  proceeding.  I  see 
in  that  a  motive  and  a  force  which, 
worked  very  powerfully  first  upon  the 
Government^  and  then  by  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  House,  will,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  work  i^ain  and  again  at  later 
stages  of  the  matter.  It  is  largely  a 
financial  pressure.  I  am  not  going  to 
be  so  presumptuous  as  to  discuss  whether 
there  is,  or  is  not,  an  emergency.  I  am 
very  ready  to  believe  that  there  is^  and 
that  it  is  a  financial  emergency.  The 
noble  Duke  I  thought  last  night  used 
rather  an  unfortunate  expresuon  when 
he  said  that  the  Government  had  no 
concern  with  the  profits  of  this  or  that 
mine-owner,  but  that  the  Government 
were  satisfied  if  the  shareholders  were 
contented.  It  was  not  altogether  a 
happy  phrase,  though  I  quite  saw  what 
the  noble  Duke  meant.  He  meant,  I 
think,  that  he  was  not  in  the  least 
concerned  to  get  big  dividends  for  the 
mine-owners,  but  to  keep  the  mines 
going,  and  that  m  order  to  keep  them 
going  you  must  do  this  or  that.  That 
is  the  argument  which  I  venture  to  think 
may  be  brought  to  bear  at  later  stages 
upon  our  responsible  administrators  at . 
home  or  in  the  Colonies.  They  may  be 
told,  when  they  are  getting  the  Chinese, 
thnt  if  they  pay  more  than  a  certain 
amount  for  bringing  over  wives  and 
families  it  will  be  impossible  to  work 
the  mines.  There  is  also  some  reason 
to  think  they  will  be  told  that,  unless 
they  bring  so  many  more,  until  the  total 
has  become  very  formidable  indeed,  the 
mines  will  not  he  able  to  be  worked,  and 
evil  conseqnenoeB  will  follow .  Therefore, 
I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  a  matter 
for  surprise  if,  with  utmost  confidence  in 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  at  home, 
and  the  most  complete  confidence  in  the 
intentions  of  Lord  Milner  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor out  there,  we  cannot 
feel  perfectly  at  ease  in  our  minds. 

And  then  there  is  this  other  reason, 
which,  I  think,  counts  for  something.  You 
are  going  to  bring  a  number  of  members 
of  a  less  advanced  race — a  race,  as  I 
understand  it,  of  singularly  mixed 
characteristics,  with  some  rather  eminent 
virtues  of  industry  and  so  forth,  but  also 
with  some  qualities  of  a  very  different 
kind — and  settle  them  in  the  midst  of 
the  life  of  a  rising  colony  rf^tur  own.  and 
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in  the  midst  of  a  race  for  whom  we  are  '  metandpattohimflusqae8d<»i,"  Aieyon 
deeply  and  seriously  responsible.  What  content  with  this  proposal  to  woik  the 
will  be  the  eflect  1  We  have  had  dis-  Tiansraal  mines  by  Chinese  laboni  1 " 
ciissions  as  to  whether  the  men  are  to '  yoa  would  find  that  he  would  re^nd 
come  by  themselves,  or  whether  they  are  !  the  proposal  with  repugnance  and  almost 
to  bring  their  families.    We  have  had  a  with  diagust.    It  may  be  oeoeesaiytogM 

Eroposal  from  Mr.  Ross  Skinner  that  the  {  over  that  feeling*  but  I  do  think  we  kave 
ead  men  should  be  allowed  to  bnnj;  ^ell  to  challenge  hen,  and  to 

their  families,  and  some  others.  We  ,  challenge  very  plainlT,  tiie  attitode  of 
know  that  that  was  merely  a  suggestion.  [       Government  npon  this  question.  I 


It  may  be  urged  with  plausibility  that  no 
Qoremment  can  compel  feunilies  to  come 
if  they  do  not  want  to  come.  We  are 
not  at  all  secure  against  a  Chinese  barrack 

life  being  started  there,  and  there  are 
many  palpable  dangers  in  that.    la  it 


am  not  quite  sure  whether  the  noble  Bad 
who  has  just  sat  down  might  not  have 
gcue  a  Uttle  further  than  he  has  gene. 
He  has  told  us  it  is  impossible  to  tableto- 
ni^t  all  the  regulations  which  the  Colonial 
■  -  r  V  -I  f  1    J  i-c  a ;  Ooreinor.  with  his  advice,  will  come  to. 

going  to  beanoi^n  ^'te.  aclo«d  Wf '  j  can  umlemtand  that ;  hu^  not  see 
L^^^_^.  "^y.^L""?!!L'^l         ^^whywecculd  norbe'«ven,  on  cert«n 


forty  eight  hours  provision  in  the 
Ordinance  is  going  to  work ;  but  if  it  \ 
means  that  it  is  an  open  life,  then  I  would  i 
submit  that  a  very  large  influence  indeed  : 
upon  the  moral  life  of  the  community,  of ' 
the  black  rao^  could  be  exercised  by  the  ' 
infusion  of  the  yellow  race  under  that  | 
provision.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I  have  ' 
misunderstood  the  forty-eight  hours  i 
clause,  and  it  is  only  intended  to  be  used  i 
in  rare  cases,  and  the  Chinese  are  to  be 


why  we  couia  not  be  given, 
points  of  the  greatest  anxiety,  anoh 
definite  securities  and  assurances,  if  the; 
exist,  as  would  have  sent  us  away  more 
entirely  at  ease  on  the  matter  than  we 
now  can  be. 


*L0RD  STANMOEE :  My  Lords,  at  this 
late  hour  I  do  not  wish  to  trespass  on 
your  Lordships'  time,  but  as  veiy 
many  of  the  best  years  of  my  life  have 
ordinarily  shut  up  in  their  compounds,  been  employed  in  removing  from  inden- 
then  I  certainly  believe  that  there  is  reason  |  tared  imm^rants  in  Bntish  Colom'tt 
to  fear  that  very  grave  moral  evil  will  ]  restrictions  mfinitely  less  harsh  than  those 
arise,  and  I  am  sure  that  those  who  have  ]  which  it  is  now  sought  to  impose,  perhaps  I 


given  their  attention,  as  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  given  his  and  other  members  of 
the  Government  have  given  theirs,  to  the 
question,  know  cjnite  as  well  as  I  do,  if 


may  be  permitted,  without  presumption, 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  My 
noble  friend.  Lord  Ripon,  has  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House  two 


not  a  great  deal  better,  what  the  nature  '  separate  questions.  The  greater  question 
of  that  is  and  how  great  is  its  probability.         -    -       ~-  - 

It  has  been  said,  though  not  in  this 
debate,  that  what  is  proposed  is  to  have 
a  Chinese  village.  There  are  noble  Lords 
in  the  House  who  can  tell  us  what  Chinese 
villages  are  like.  ,  ^ 

hear  that  they  are  quiet,  well-conducted 
places ;  but  what  security  have  we  that  we 
shall  get  uiything  like  a  Chinese  village 
in  a  compound  connected  with  a  mine  1 
For  these  reasons  I  cannot  say  that  my 
anxieties  are  altogether  allayed.  I  do 
think  that  this  debate  will  have  had 
some  very  real  value.  I  do  not  suppose 
it  was  needed  to  increase  the  intention 
of  those  in  power  to  carry  out  this 


IS  whether  Chinese  immigrant  labour 

should  be  employed  in  the  Transvaal  at 

all ;  the  other  question  is  whether  the 

Ordinance  under  which  that  importation 

is  to  be  regulated  is  one  which  ought  to 

T  J  ^    be   recommended  for    His  Majestv'i 

I  am  quite  prep«u^  to ;  ^^^.^^         ^j^^       ^  ^^J^^^ 

I  shall  say  but  little.  It  is  admittedly, 
as  the  most  rev.  Primate  told  us  last 
night,  a  very  difficult  and  hard  question 
to  tackle  ;  but  this  I  may  say,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  my  noble  friend,  Lord  Ripon. 
who  has  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  will  not  disagree 
with  me,  that  in  many  places  the  system 
of  coloured  immigration  into  ra'itish 
_  -       Till  Colonics  has  been,  is,  and  I  hope  will 

matter  m  a  satisfactory  way,  but  I  leei  continue  to  be,  of  the  greatest  benefit  both 
quite  sure  of  this,  that  there  are  many  to  the  colony  itself  and  to  the  immigrant* 
parts  of  society,  some  represented  in  this  )  introduced  into  it.  It  is  nevertheless  a 
House  but  many  more  unrepresented,  in  aystem  which  is  always  open  to  abuse, 
which,  if  we  took  hold  of  the  first  man  we  .  and  which  always  requires, checks  and 
The  Unl  Buhrq^  of  llochester.  '^'S'^'^^^  cy\3nagtl. 
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^aaids   to  prevent   sach    abuse.  It 
18  perfectly  legitimate  when  the  object 
ci  the  introduction  of  Immigrante  is 
dmplv  to  supply  a  want  of  labour  wluch 
womd  otheririse  be  altoeether  absent 
That  was  the  c<mdition  under  which  such 
immigration  was  first  introduced  into  { 
the  West  Indies.  But  it  becomes  illegiti- 
mate when  the  immigrants  are  imported,  > 
not  to  supply  labour  which  would  other- ! 
wise  be  wanting,  but  to  supply  cheap 
labour  instead  oi  labour  at  the  ordinary 
rate  of  wages.    It  is  perfectly  legitimate,  ' 
again,  when  it  is  devised  and  carried  out  I 
in  the  interests  of  both  employer  and  | 
emi|loyed ;  it  is  illegitimate  when  it  is  i 
devised  for  the  benefit  of  the  employer  \ 
only.  j 
Now  on  those  points  the  two  sides  of  ; 
the  House  appear  to  join  issue.  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Ripou  seems  to  con- 
tend that  the  immigration  in  the  circum- 
staoces  of  the  Transvaal  is  illegitimate. 
He  does  not  deny— indeed,  I  do  not  see 
how  anyone  can  deny — that  there  is,  and 
must  be,  a  great  want  of  labour  in  the 
Transvaal,  a^  his  opp(»ition  was  rather 
based  upon  iht  ground  of  the  proposal 
being  unpopular  and  distasteful  to  the 
people   of   the   country   than    on  the 
ground  that  an  ample  supply  of  labour 
already  existed.    I  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a  shortage  of  labour  in 
the  Transvaal,  for  the  idea  of  filling  the 
mines  with  white  labour  is  hardly  one 
that  could   be   seriously  maintained. 
Again,  -much  .of  the  local  oppositioo  to 
Asiatic  immigration  comes  from  those 
who  desire  to  force  into  the  mines  by 
compulsory  legislation,  the  native  popu-. 
lation  of  the  province,  a  course  which  I 
am  sure  my  noble  friend  would  deprecate 
equally  with  myself.    Therefore,  on  the 
point  whether  the  importation  of  coolie 
labour  is  necessary  or  unnecessary,  I,  for 
one,  should  feel  bound  to  give  great  weight 
to  the  opinions  of  the  Commission,  the 
Transvaal  Legislature,  Lord  Milner,  and 
His  Majoity's  Government,   fiut  when 
we  come  to  the  other  question,  when  we 
come  to  look  at  the  Onlinance  by  which 
it  is  proposed  to  render  this  importation 
of  Chinese  labour  legal,  I  take  a  very 
decidedly  unfavourable  view  of  its  char- 
acter.   I  deeply  lament  the  absence  of  one 
who  no  longer  sits  on  our  Benches,  or 
belong  to  this  House— I  mean  the  late 
Lord  Kimberley,  who  for  many  years  led 
this  Bouse  both  in  Office  and  in  Opposi- 
tion. Lord  Kimberley  with  his  almost  un- 


rivalled experience  of  the  Colonial  Office 
with  his  perfect  knowledge  of  t^e  immi- 
gration laws,  would,  had  he  been  still  with 
ns,  have  torn  this  Ordinanoe  to  shreds  in  a 
way  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  do.  For  the 
Ordinance  is  not  only,  as  Lord  Ripon 
said  last  night,  without  precedent — a 
statement  which  I  venture  to  repeat, 
notwithstanding  the  denial  of  the  noble 
Earl  who  was  at  one  time  Under-Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies  (the  Earl  of  Onslow) 
— but  it  is  contrary  to,  and  in  the  teeth 
of,  almost  all  the  precedents  of  similar 
legislation.  It  differs  from  them  not  only 
in  dt^tails  but  in  principle. 

These  Immigration  Ordinances  had 
their  origin  some  sixty  years  ago.  The 
I  late  Lord  Qrey,the  late  Sir  James  Stephen, 
'  the  late  Lord  Blatchford,  and  the  late  Sir 
I  Henry  Taylor  were  their  chief  authors, 
j  They  drew  up  these  laws  on  principles  to 
I  which  the  Ordinance  under  discussion  is 
;  entirely  opposed.   They  laid  down  certain 
I  principles  which  all  Immigration  Otdi- 
;  nances  were  to  embody.    Now,  what  were 
those  principles,  and  how  far  are  they 
I  observed  in  this  Ordinanoe?  Those  princi- 
ples were,  first,  that  the  contract  between 
j  the  labourers  to  be  employed  and  theirera- 
I  ployers  was  to  be  a  voluntary  and  free 
!  one  ;  that  every  immigration  of  labourers 
I  was  to  be  accompanied  by  a  certain  fixed 
proportion  of  women ;  that  in  the  contract 
;  itself  there  were  to  be  provisions  which 
i  were  laid  down  with  regard  to  pay, 
'  rations,  and  accommodation ;  and,  above 
I  all,  that  they  were  to  be  regarded  as  free 
I  men  who  were  to  have  their  own  time 
I  at  their  own  disposal  when  not  employed 
!  in  the  work  for  which  they  were  engaged. 
I  Now,  these  were  the  principles  on  which 
!  the  immigration  system  was  founded. 
^  Let  us  see  how  they  compare  with  th^ 
provisions  of  this  Ordinance.    There  are» 
I  venture  to  think,  not   many  noble 
Lords    who    have    read  or  drafted  a 
greater  number  of  Immigration  Ordin- 
I  ances,  or  have  formed  more  digests  of 
!  them  than  I  have — my  friend  Lord  Enuts- 
I  ford  may  have  done  so — and  I  say  without 
fear  of  contradiction  tiiat,  at  all  events 
until  very  recent  times,  of  whicH  I  know 
nothing,  in  every  Immigration  Ordinance 
of  every  colony  there  were  clauses  which 
enacted  that  certain  things  were  to  be 
placed  in  the  contract  of  service.    I  find 
no  such  corresponding  clauses  isi  this 
Ordinance.   On  ti^t,^9S^H0(|jglenly 


1179  Chinese  Lah&ur 

clausea  which  this  Ordinance  requires 
to  be  put  into  the  contract  are  the 
restrictive  clauses — the  clauses  that  the 
labourers  are  not  to  work  at  any  other 
kind  of  labour,  that  they  are  only  to 
serve  the  person  introducing  them  or 
BQch  person  as  he  may  transfer  them  to ; 
that  they  are  to  return  to  the  country 
of  origin,  and  that  they  are  to  be  subject 
to  such  and  such  provisions.  But  where 
are  the  clauses  as  to  wages  ?  In  all  the 
other  contracts  to  which  I  refer  there  is 
a  provision,  either  that  the  wage  was  not 
to  be  less  than  a  certain  amount,  or  that 
it  should  be  at  the  rate  of  wages 
given  to  labourers  not  under  indenture 
serving  in  the  same  district.  I  need 
not  say  how  such  a  provision  as  that 
would  work  in  the  present  case  ;  but,  as 
far  as  I  can  see,  there  is  no  provision 
that  in  the  contract  there  shall  be 
such  a  sum  fixed  to  be  paid  as  shall  be 
really  a  living  wage.  Nor  is  there  any 
limitation  of  labour.  In  the  Ordinances 
I  speak  of  provision  is  made  that  work 
shall  be  required  only  on  280  dtys  in  the 
year  and  for  only  nine  hours  a  day.  Under 
this  Ordinance  the  labourer  may  be  ap- 
parently employed  every  day  of  the  year 
and  for  as  many  hours  as  his  employer — 
I  was  about  to  say  his  owner — chocses. 

Then  comes  the  question  of  transfer. 
Now,  in  most  of  the  Ordinances  to  which 
I  have  referred — the  Ordinances  that  were 
in  vogue  for  many  years — you  will  find 
that  there  is  a  provision  that  the  transfer 
is  not  to  take  place  without  the  consent 
of  the  party  transferred.  There  is  no 
such  provision  here.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision in  this  Ordinance  for  consent. 
Anyone  may  transiler  to  any  other  person. 
Wdl,  that  is  not  all.  For  decency's 
sake  a  provision  is  put  in  that  no  pecuniary 
consideration  shall  be  given  for  such  a 
transfer.  I  know  well  by  experience  how 
many  opportunities  there  are  for  the 
evasion  of  such  a  provision.  This  is  the 
sort  of  thing  which  will  happen.  An 
employer  of  labour  wishes  to  get  rid 
of  his  labour.  Another  gentleman  is 
desirous  of  having  that  labour  on 
his  estate,  but  must  not  buy  it.  Oh, 
no,  that  is  not  to  be  thought  of. 
But  ike  gentleman  to  whose  estate  the 
labourers  are  to  be  transferred  takes  a 
great  fancy,  curiously  enough,  to  a  horse 
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belonging  to  the  gentleman  from  whose 
estate  they  are  coming.  The  horse  is  one 
to  which  the  owner  attaches  a  sentimental 
value,  and  he  will  not  part  with  it  except 
for  a  consideration  which  he,  of  course, 
considers  is  prohibitive ;  but  such  is  tiie 
wish  of  the  other  party  to  take  it  that  he 
will  pay  the  prohibitive  price,  and,  much 
against  his  will,  no  doubt,  the  owner  of  the 
horse  has  to  surrender.  Such  a  proviaon 
as  this  for  the  transfer  from  one  employer 
to  another,  though  not  slavery  (for  I 
recognise  the  distinction)  is  certainly 
serfdom.  Depend  upon  it  tmder  this 
clause  men  will  be  bought  and  sold. 

Next,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
passport.  I  quite  admit  that  the  noble 
Earl  the  late  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  was  correct  in  saying  that  a 
passport  was  required  in  many  colonies, 
but  to  say  that  that  was  the  same  sort  of 
passport  as  is  here  contemplated  is  quite 
wrong.  There  was  a  tendency  in  this  direc- 
tion in  Mauritius,  but  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion which  was  sent  out  there,  and  which 
examined  the  whole  state  of  the  laws  with 
regard  to  coolie  labour  in  Mauritius,  at 
once  got  rid  of  all  those  objectionable 
provisions,  and,  although  the  passport 
was  retained,  it,  was  retained  simply  as 
an  instrument  which  identified  the  bearer. 
Then  I  see  in  one  clause  of  the  Ordinance 
that  the  register  kept  by  the  employer 
is  apparently  the  final  evidence,  aa  to 
absence  from  work,  desertion,  and  matters 
of  that  sort.  Now,  that  is  a  very  old 
story.  That  is  the  thing  that  Oovemors 
of  colonies  where  immigrant  labour  has 
been  employed  have  been  fighting  from 
time  to  time  during  the  last  fifty  or  sixty 
years,  and  in  most  colonies  the  provisions 
of  the  law  have  been  such  as  to  render  it 
necessary  to  go  before  a  magistrate  to  have 
these  things  proved.  There  has  always 
been  a  wish  to  have  it  considered  that 
the  books  of  the  estate  are  to  be  the  final 
proof.  That  has  always  been  resisted 
under  the  old  traditions  of  the  Colonial 
Office,and  I  should  be  sorry  to  think  (hat 
those  old  traditions  were  now  going  to  give 
place  to  an  entiiely  new  syston.  So  Uit 
as  I  can  see,  there  is  in  this  Ordinanoe 
no  provision  whatever  for  any  appeal 
to  a  magistrate  or  to  any  court  beyond 
the  Inspector,  who  is  af^arentiyito  take 
these  books  as[^hl^^g«}e^^f^.g^^ 
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Then  I  come  to  tiie  point  aa  to  tiie  pre- 
cedent which  my  noble  friend  Lord  OnB- 
low  attempted  to  show  existed  in  Trini- 
dad, in  which  colony  he  said  there  was  a 
similar  provision  to  that  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  make  in  the  Transvaal  with 
regard  to  residence.  He  said  the  labourers 
were  equally  compelled  to  reside  on  the 
premises  of  the  employer.  I  beg  the 
noble  Lord's  paidon.  Nothing  of  the 
sort.  They  were  compelled,  if  you 
like,  to  make  the  estate  their  home, 
but  they  were  not  obliged  to  stay  there 
day  and  night,  and  to  five  upon  it  when 
they  were  not  engaged  in  work.  They 
were  free  to  go  about  on  their  own  amuse- 
ments as  much  as  they  pleased.  I  was  for 
several  years  in  Trinidad,  and  I  never  saw 
a  cooUe  confined  to  his  establishment 
when  work  was  over.  One  ease  I  remem- 
ber, in  Mauritius,  of  a  French  planter, 
who  attempted  to  enforce  something  of 
the  i-i(gime  which  will  be  enforced  under 
this  Ordinance,  and  did  keep  his  cooUes 
shut  up  .on  his  premises  day  and  night. 
What  was  the  result  1  With  the  full 
approvfd  of  the  Home  Government,  he 
was  prosecuted  before  the  magistrate's 
court  for  illegal  detention,  and  was 
convicted  and  imprisoned.  There  is 
all  the  diflference  in  the  world  between 
having  people  resident  on  the  property, 
but  allowing  them  free  action  as  free 
men  tc  go  about  where  they  like,  and 
to  go  and  buy  and  ^11  what  they 
like,  and  the  sort  of  confinement  that  is 
proposed  under  this  Ordinance. 

And  what  do  you  think  the  result  of 
that  confinement  will  be  ?    I  think  I  can 
tell  you.    But  first  let  me  say  a  word 
with  regard  to  the  subject  of  permits. 
These  permits  are  to  be  given  for  only  forty- 
eight  hours.  In  some  of  the  regulations 
which  were  passed  in  Mauritius,  and  which 
exceeded  really  their  1^^  powers  and  wen 
cancelled  afterwards,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  providesomething  like  that  system 
of  permits  for  forty-eight  hours  only ;  ■ 
that  is,  they  attempted  to  limit  the  ' 
permit,   but  there  is  this  to  be  said,  ■ 
that  they  provided  that  the  immigrant ; 
should  be  entitled  to  ask  for  that  xnrmit 
BO  many  times  a  jrear.    There  u  no  such 
provision  in  this  Ordinance.    It  depemk 
wholly   and   absolutely    on  the  em- 
ployer.   There  is  no  obligation  on  him 
to  give  such  a  permit  from  one  year's  end 


to  anotiier.   The  hmguage  is  all  prohibi- 
tive.  He  must  not  give  a  permit  for 
more  than  forty-eight  hours,  but  he  need 
not  give  any  on  any  day  in  any  year. 
But  suppose  that  the  labourer  gets  his 
occasional    permit,  nevertheless  he  is 
mainly  retained  in  the  compound  of  the 
pnra^ty.   Yon  do  not  imagine  that  he 
will  be  very  contented  there.   There  is 
no  body  of  men  so  apt  to  comlnne,  to 
conspire,  and  to   plot   as  Chinamen, 
and  these  large  bodies  of  men  shut  up 
in  an  enclosure  will  plot  accordingly. 
You  will  get  a    copy   of  the  Roman 
EryastuUi  of  classic  times  with  all  their 
dangers,  all  their  discontent,  all  their 
vices.'  They  will  plot  and  conspire,  and 
in  iha  end  may  break  out,  and  you  will 
have  very  unpleasant  mutinies  aiwi  riots  ; 
and  if  that  is  the  case,  and  they  are  all 
put  down  and  are  herded  together  again 
in  these  close  barracks,  they  will  escape 
]  in  another  way — by  suicide.    There  is 
nothing  a  Chinaman  is  more  ready  to 
{  resort  to  than  suicide.   Between  thirty 
I  and  forty  years  ago  there  were  a  la^ 
[  nnmber  of  Chinamen  employed  as  coolies 
j  in  British  Guiana.  Those  coolies  thought 
'  they  had  certain  grievances,  and  those 
I  grievances  were  inquired  into,  and  to 
'  a  certain  extent  confirmed,  by  a  Royal 
i  Commission  sent  from  this  country,  and 
one  of  tiie  things  which    the  Royal 
^  Commission  remarked  was  the  enormous 
i  prevalence  of  suicide  among  tiie  immi- 

I  grants  on  particular  estates  where  they 
were  dissatisfied.    If  a  Chinaman  cau- 

\  not  escape  in  any  other  way  he  is  pre- 
,  pared  to  escape  by  means  of  death.  > 

'    In  all  those  immigration  laws  to  which 

I I  have  referred,  and  which  were  carefully 
j  drafted,  as  I  have  Baid,on  fixed  principles 

laid  down  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
'  his  coadjutors,  a  fixed  number  (rf  women 
'  were  always  made  to  accompany  the  men. 
'  Well,  in      case  the  only  provision  made 
with  regard  to  women  or  familiesis  a  nega- 
tive one  ;  and  when  we  are  told  that  Regu- 
lations are  in  contemplation  which  will 
alter  all  that,  I  beg  to  inform  your  Lord- 
ships with  th:^  most  distinct  assurance 
that  Regulations  cannot  do  anything  of  the 
kind,  because  tiiey  would  he  abmlutely 
illegal  and  ultra  vires.    By  a  regulation 
yon  can  extend,  expand,  and  carry  out  a 
provision  of  law,  but  you  cannot  go  against 
it.   You  cannot  conlraai^C&Oldi^f 
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the  law  by  a  legnlation,  and  iha  msds 
of  tb»  Ontinanoe  are  explicit —  . 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  wife  of  any 
member  of  the  family  of  any  labourer  or  any 
family  beloaging  to  the  race  or  tribe  of  the 
labourer  iotrodaoed,  to  enter  or  reside  in  the 
Colony  unless  they  be  reepectivdy  introduced 
by  a  duly  UoensM  imptvter  undw,  as  far  as 
practioalMe,  the  same  (xmditioiu  and  restrictions 
as  provided  by  the  Ordinance." 

That  is  to  say  that,  unless  the  employer 
is  willing  to  go  to  the  extra  expense  of 
bringii^  these  women  over,  there  is  no 
compulsion  in  law  to  bring  them  over  at 
all.  and  as  the  ezpzeasicni  in  t^e  Oidinanoe 
ia  positively  prohibitive,  and  the  excep- 
tion gives  a  statutable  discretion  to  the 
employer,  no  Regulation  can  make  it 
obbgatory  on  the  employer  to  import 
women.  It  must  be  optional.  Whether 
he  will  go  to  that  expense  may  be  doubted. 
And  if  he  does,  what  then  ?  By  t^e  pro- 
vision of  the  Act  they  must  be  put  to  the 
same  labour  and  to  l^e  same  work>  under 
l^e  same  restrictions  and  for  the  same 
purposes  as  the  men.  Are  the  women  to 
go  down  and  work  in  the  mines  ?  That 
appears  to  be  the  intention.  Certainly 
it  is  the  wording. 

And  now  a  word  as  to  the  importer  of 
labour  so  often  mentioned.  It  is  a  new 
phrase  to  me  and  its  definition  is  some- 
what obscnre.  Taking  the  importation 
clause  and  the  transfer  clause  together, 
are  we  to  suppose  that  a  shipowner  may 
bring  over,  say,  a  thousand  immigrants, 
import  them,  and  then  sell  them,  a 
himdred  to  one  mine  and  a  hundred  to 
another  ?  It  cannot  be  intended,  but 
under  this  Ordinance  it  would,  I  think,  be 
possible,  and  it  ought  to  be  made  im- 
pos^ble. 

I  do  not  wish  to  detain  your  Lorships 
longer.  [A Nobls  Lord  :  Hear,  hear!}  I 
accept  and  appreciate  that  cheer,  my Loids, 
but  when  a  man  has  given  the  best  years 
of  his  life  to  bringing  about  an  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
population  of  many  colonies,  he  may  be 
perhaps  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  when 
he  sees  his  work  likely  to  be  undone,  even 
if  a  junior  official  is  impatient  to  be  gone 
[oheers.]  What  I  wish  to  point  out  is,  that 
the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance,  as  my 
noble  friend  said,  are  unprecedented  and 
unjust  in  themselves.  Why  have  you 
chosen  Chinese  and  not  Indians,  against 
whom  there  is  this  prejudice  ?  I  thmk  we 
know  the  answer.   You  know  perfectly 

Lord  Stamnore. 


-weH  ttet  the  Indian  Qoveznment  would 
never  allow  Indian  subjects  of  the  Crown 
to  be  subjected  to  these  restrictions  which 
you  are  going  to  impose  upon  tiw  Chinese. 
And  do  yon  think  you  will  get  tke 
Chinese  ?  John  Chinaman  is  no  fed. 
He  will  ask  what  the  conditions  are,  and 
when  he  finds  them  out  I  do  not  think 
he  will  come.  If  he  does  come,  I  think 
he  will  give  you  trouble.  No,  my  Lords, 
if  you  want  to  have  immigrants  from 
Asiatic  countries,  if  you  find  it  necessary 
to  employ  them,  and  I  for  one  am  fa^ 
from  saymg  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
employ  them — I  know  how  benefidal 
their  employment  has  been  elsewhere, 
and  I  can  conceive  tiiat  they  may  be 
wanted  to  supply  a  shortage  of  labour 
in  the  Transvaal — you  must  get  them  on 
fair  terms.  You  must  not  go  to  them 
and  say:  "We  want  your  labour,  but 
the  people  of  the  country  we  are  taking 
you  to  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
you,  so  jrou  must  consent  to  be  jnit  in 
prison  and  treated  abnost  as  criminals." 
Your  employing  them  at  all  may  be  dis- 
tasteful to  you,  but  if  you  make  up  your 
minds  to  that  distasteful  necessity  you 
must  make  up  your  mind  also  to  the 
equally  distasteful  necessity  of  treating 
those  whose  aid  you  have  invoked  as  m» 
and  not  as  machines,  giving  them  some 
pleasure  in  life  and  some  opportonities 
of  improving  their  condition.  You  can- 
not introduce  them  and  then  keep  them 
wholly  out  of  sight  in  the  mines  all  day  and 
hidden  by  the  compound  walls  all  night. 
There  is  one  extraordinary  clause  in  this 
Ordinance  whidi  not  only  prohibits  tiiem 
holding  land  or  keeping  a  shop,  but  says 
they  are  to  have  no  fixKl  property.  What 
is  &ced  property  1  -  Are  tiiar  wages  fixed 
property  1  It  is  clear  that  even  if  they 
get  their  wages  paid  them  they  cannot 
buy  anything,  for  anything  so  bought 
clearly  would  be  fixed  property.  If 
you  wish  to  employ  these  people 
you  should  treat  them  fairly.  Give 
t^em  an  opportunity  of  betterii^ 
tiliemselves  in  the  country  to  which  they 
come.  You  say  it  is  a  necessary  evil  to 
employ  them.  Then  you  must  put  up 
also  with  the  necessary  evil  of  employing 
them  in  such  a  way  as  shall  give  them 
fair  satisfaction,  and  shall  enable  tiiem 
to  live  an  honest  and  an  industrious  life 
in  the  country  to  which  they  have  come, 
and  not  keep  them  simj^i^^^  ^^rpose . 
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oi  servile  labour  and  nothing  else. 
Before  I  close  I  should  like  to  offer  one 
observation  on  a  point  which  has  not,  I 
think,  attracted  much  attention,  I  mean 
the  eSect  on  other  colonies.  In  every 
colony  there  is  a  party  desirous  of  ^eater 
restrictions  upon  immigrants.  Till  now 
the  Colonial  Office  has  manfully  refused 
toallowanchres^ctions.  With  what  logic 
or  consistency  can  they  continue  to  refuse 
to  other  oooue-employing  colonies  what 
tiiey  have  granted  to  the  Transvaal  ? 

*Thb  SBCRBTARY  ofISTATB  for 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  my  two 
noble  friends  have  stated  the  case  for  the 
Government  so  fully  and  in  so  convincing 
a  manner  that  I  would  not  have  risen  at 
this  stage  of  the  debate  had  not 
the  noble  Marqness,  daring  yester- 
day's discussion,  made  a  very  dis- 
tinct appeal  to  me  on  a  particular 
part  of  the  subject  before  the  House. 
The  noble  Marquess  asked  me  whether 
any  communications  had  passed  between 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Government  of  China  in  regard  to  the 
impcfftation  of  these  Chinese  labourers, 
and  he  reminded  me  that  we  are  under  a 
tnaly  obligation  to  communicate  with 
Ibe  Chinese  Government  in  respect  to 
such  matters.  There  have  been  com- 
munications between  the  Foreign  Office 
and  the  Chinese  Government.  They 
have  not  been  nimierous ;  one  of 
them  is  a  letter  to  the  Chinese  Min- 
ister at  this  Court  inviting  his 
attention  to  what  is  proposed,  and 
his  suggestions  on  the  subject.  The 
Blinisters  reply  has  reached  us  within 
the  last  few  hours,  and  as  the  noble 
Marquess  is  interested  in  the  matter  he 
will  perhaps  allow  me  to  inform  him  of 
its  purport.    The  Minister  writes — 

"The  Ordinance  in  queetioD  being  a  measure 
vfleotii^  the  internal  eoonomr  cf  theTrsMTMO, 
I  reoognisp  the  oonrte^^  and  coosideratnoii  of 
His  Majesfy*!  Ctovenimeot  in  caualting  me  in 
regard  to  it  bef<ve  it  becomee  law." 

He  then  proceeds — 

"  I  am  elad  to  be  able  to  inform  your  Lord- 
riiip  that  1  do  not  find  anything  in  it  tblit  is 
like^  to  oonfliot  with  anythingl  may  have  to 
{HTOpoee  when  we  oome  to  negtmate  toe  r^iala. 
ti<xu  for  the  snpenrision  and  proteoticm  ctf 
Chinese  immigrants  provided  for  m  Ar^jle  0  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peking." 


The  Minister  goes  on  to  make  one  or 
two  practical  suggestions  which  are 
entirefy  in  accordance  ^rith  t^e  policy 
that  has  been  explained.  We  diall  m 
glad  to  lay  the  complete  Papers  on  the 
Table  of  your  Lordships*  House.  The 
Article  of  the  Convention  of  1860  which 
the  noble  Marquess  had  in  his  mind 
renders,  it  necessary  that  before  Chinese 
emigtants  are  allowed  to  ship  t^ere  shall 
be  oommnnicataon  between  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  representative  in  China  and  the 
Chinese  provincial  authorities  in  order 
that  proper  regulations  may  be  framed 
for  the  protection  of  the  emigrants.  That 
is.  no  doubtj  a  precaution  of  a  kind,  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  it  seems  to  me  that  those 
who  have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  these 
emigrants  would  find  a  better  security 
in  '  the  solemn  undertaking  given 
them  by  the  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
nies than  in  any  consent  that  might 
be  obtained  from  provincial  author- 
ities in  China.  We  have  been  told  by 
my  noble  frend  that  Lord  Milner,  who  - 
has  already  had  the  advantage  of  two 
oonsnltationB  mik  Sir  F.  Swettenhara, 
perhaps  the  greatest  livii^;  authority 
on  the  subject,  will  also  have  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  Pro- 
tector of  Chinese  Emigrants.  I  think 
we  may  fairly  anticipate  that  the  result 
of  their  deliberations  will  be  to  give  us 
regulations  that  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  who  spoke  just  now 
and  expressed  so  strong  a  deure  that  no 
precaution  should  be  neglected. 

I  must  say  that  I  regret  very  much  that 
we  are  not  able  to  respond  to  the  appeal 

made  to  us  last  night  by  the  most  rev. 
Primate.  He  appealed  to  us  to  give,  at 
any  rate,  a  rough  outline  of  the  proposed 
regulations.  All  these  precautionary  ar> 
rangements  are,  however,  really  questions 
of  detail,  and  it  would  be  altogether  pre- 
mature until  the  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed, as  it  will  be,  on  t^e  spot, 
to  offer  specific  assurances.  I  cannot 
help  saying  that  it  is  scarcely  reason- 
able to  suggest  that  the  Ordinance 
should  be  suspended  until  these  details 
have  been  arranged.  Those  who  make 
that  suggestion  have  failed  to  recognise 
the  gravity  of  the  crisis.  It  is  not  merely 
a  financial  crisis,  it  is  a  crisis  which 
threatens  every  industry  and  pursuit  in 
thecotony,  and  theij^^jfyiiji^^^^teftt 
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unless  early  relief  is  g^en  in  some  shape 
the  result  may  be  disastrous  to  the  Trans- 
vaal itself  and  to  the  Colonies  which  ad- 
join it.  The  diflSculty  is  entirely  a 
labour  one.  It  has  been  shown  that  the 
supply  of  local  labour  has  been  virtually 
exhausted.  It  has  also  been  proved 
to  demonstration  that  white  unskilled 
labour  Is  prohibitive  in  cost  and  im- 
practicable In  its  application.  There 
remains,  therefore,  only  the  alternative 
of  Asiatic  labour.  We  do  not  propose  to 
resort  to  that  expedient  lightheartedly, 
or  because  we  desire  to  see  what  has  been 
called  an  in^criminate  influx  of  Asiatics. 
But  we  are  prepared  to  try  tha  experiment 
on  a  limited  scale  and  fenced  in  by  every 
precaution  which  experience  can  suggest. 
The  only  question  is  whether  t^ese  pre- 
cautions are  sufficient  or  not.  As  to  that, 
may  I  say  that  this  debate  will  not  offer 
to  those  who  have  honest  misgivings  on 
the  subject  the  last  opportunity  of  criti- 
cising what  is  proposed  by  the  Govem- 
inent  ?  Do  not  let  your  Lordships  lose 
sight  of  this,  that  these  regulations  will 
be  drafted  by  the  Lieutenant-Qovemor 
of  the  Colony,  that  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor is  responsible  to  Lord  Milner,  Lord 
Mihier  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  Parliament,  and 
accoraingly  whatever  is  done  amiss  cannot 
be  withdrawn  from  the  consideration  and 
criticism  of  Parliament.  Therefore  there 
will  be  abundant  opportunities,  if  these 
regulations  should  be  found  to  fall  short 
of  what  is  necessary,  of  criticising  them. 

One  word  more  with  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  question  is  regarded 
by  public  opinion  in  tiie  Transvaal.  The 
noble  Marquess  last  night  took  consider- 
able exception  to  what  I  had  said  upon 
this  point  in  the  debate  on  the  Address, 
and  he  said  that  no  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Colony,  and  no  petitions  could 
make  up  for  or  replace  an  expression  of 
opinion  derived  from  a  Colony  endowed 
with  representative  institutions.  Of 
course,  that  is  perfectly  true.  I  do  not 
mean  for  a  moment  to  suggest  that  you 
can  get  so  conclusive  an  opinion  from  the 
Legislative  Council  or  from  any  confer- 
ences or  committees  as  you  can  from  an 
elected  Legislature.  But  we  are  dealing 
with  a  Crown  colony  and  must  get  at 
public  opinion  in  the  best  way  we  can. 
W  e  have  done  our  best  to  get  at  pubUc 
The  J^arquess  of  Lanaiowne. 
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opinion,  and  we  ue  profoundly  convuiced 
that  is,  I  will  not  say  unanimous,  but 
largely  preponderating  in  favour  of  the 
course  proposed.  I  guard  myself  from 
saying  that  public  opinion  is  onanimons 
for  this  reason,  because  I  know  that 
in  certain  quarters  these  propose 
are  regarded  with  misgiving.  I  under- 
stand the  Colonial  Office  propose  to  lay 
more  Papers  on  the  Table  showing  what 
the  objections  are  and  what  replies  can 
be  made  to  them.  We  believe  that 
public  opinion  in  the  Colony  has  com- 
pletely changed  in  the  last  few  montlis, 
and  it  has  changed  because  it  has  come 
home  to  the  people  of  the  Colony  that 
unless  this  proposal  is  admitted  the  Colony 
is  threatened  with  disaster  and  min. 
And  that  is  the  answer  to  what  was  said 
by  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke  first  last 
night,  when  he  rather  unfairly  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Lord  Milner 
has  changed  his  mind.  Lord  Milner  has 
changed  his  mind  because  he  has  become 
convinced,  as  we  have,  that  this  thing  ia 
inevitable.  Lord  Milner  ia  an  officnal  of 
unrivalled  experience,  and  your  Lord- 
ships may  be  perfectly  sure  that  Lord 
Milner  would  not  have  changed  his  mind 
if  he  had  not  been  convinced  tiiat  a 
change  of  policy  is  inevitable.  We,  too, 
have  approached  this  question  with  the 
feeling  that  the  admission  of  Asiatics  was 
prima  fade  a  very  doubtful  expedient ; 
but  we  regard  it  as  inevitable,  and  we  rely 
on  the  precautions  which  we  are  deter- 
mined to  take  to  make  the  experiment 
innocuous  to  the  interests  of  the  Colony. 

The  Mabquebs  ov  RIPON:  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  propose  to  make  anj- 
thing  in  the  nature  of  a  reply  <mi  the 
debate  which  has  taken  place.  I  am 
very  glad  that  this  subject  has  been  dis- 
cussed, and  I  think  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment must  at  least  observe  that  there 
are  some  points  upon  which  the  feeling 
in  this  House,  and  certainly  In  the  country, 
is  very  strong  and  decided.  ThereforCr 
it  was  with  great  regret  that  I  heard  the 
noble  Marquess  say  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  withhold  the  assent  to  this 
Ordinance  for  the  present  tmtil  the  very 
grave  questions  raised  by  so  many 
speakers,  and  especially  by  the  most 
lev.  Primate  and  the  ri^t  rev.  Prdate 
who  have  addressed  us  in  the  oonrse  <rf 
this  discussion,  in  regud  to  tiif  moral 
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aspect  of  this  question  have  been  settled. 
I  still  would  venture  very  earnestly  to 
press  on  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
give  more  consideration  than  they  appear 
inclined  to  give  to  these  very  serious 
matters.  If  the  noble  Marquess  listened 
to  the  very  important  and  admirable 
speech  which  was  delivered  just  now  by 
my  noble  friend  on  the  Cross  Benches 
(Lord  Stanmore),  he  must  have  observed 
that  he  showed  clearly  and  beyond 
dispute  that  the  governing  thing  in  this 
matter  was  the  Ordinance  itself.  You 
may  make  your  regulations,  but  they 
cannot  supersede  the  Ordinance,  and  if 
the  Ordinance  forbids  any  portion  of 
the  regulations,  the  regulations  are 
simply  waste  paper.  That  is  a  very  im- 
portant consideration  indeed,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  unless  the  regulations 
which  are  made  are  of  a  much  more 
decisive,  satisfactory,  and  efficient  nature 
than  has  been  foreshadowed  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  there  will  arise 
on  this  question  a  very  serious  and  de- 
termined expression  of  public  opinion 
that  nothing  shall  be  done  which  shall 
be  inconsistent  with  securing,  as  far  as 
we  can,  a  good  moral  condition  for  those 
who  are  to  be  brought  in  under  this 
Ordinance.  I  will  not  add  anything  to 
that,  but  I  do  earnestly  entreat  His 
Majesty*s  Government  to  give  this  part 
of  the  question,  at  all  events,  their  most 
earnest  consideration.  It  rests  wholly 
upon  their  responsibihty.  I  understood 
the  noble  Marquess  to  say  that  these 
regulations  would  be  laid  on  the  Table 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  ^t 
free  opportunity,  not  only  in  this  House, 
where  we  enjoy  it,  but  also  in  the  other 
House,  will  be  given  to  discuss  the  regu- 
lations when  they  are  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. I  had  intended  to  move  for 
Papers  relating  to  the  communications 
between  my  noble  friend  opposite  and 
the  Chinese  Ambassador,  but  I  under- 
stood him  to  say,  not  only  that  he  had 
communicated  these  to  us  in  part,  but 
that  they  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  and 
circulated.  In  those  circumstances  I 
will  not  press  my  Motion  for  Papers. 

•The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  cannot  be  held  to  make  any  pledge 
as  to  what  will  be  done  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  on  the  subject. 


Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

House  Bdjottmed  at  a  quarter  to 
Eight  lyolook. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  nth  F^rwuy,  1904, 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clook. 


UN0PP08BD  PRTVATS  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


Linoohuhire  and  Yorkdure  Electric 
Power  Bill;  Plymouth  Corporation  Bill, 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

^IVATE  BILU  (STANDim  OBDKR  62 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  SpBAKEB  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  nferred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Older 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz : — 
Great  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats) 
Bill;  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRITATB  BILI^  (STANDING  ORDER  68 
COMPUED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the 
Fint  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Oidei 
No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz : — 
Thames  Steamboat  Trust  Bill;  Wel- 
lington (Somerset)  Gas  Bill.  Ordered, 
That  the  Bills  be  read  a  seoond  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LobDsI. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Bxamineis  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  "That,  in  respect 
of  the  Bills  comprised  in  the  list  reported 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as 
intended  to  originate  in  iAna  Hoase  of 
Lords,  he  has  certified  tbAt  the  Stuiding 
Orders  have  been  complied  with  in  the 
following  case,  viz :— Ilford  Urbni JDj^ 
trict  Comnal.        '^'^'^'^"^  oT^OOglC 
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UCENCES  (RENEWAL). 
PetitiouB  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Brierley  Hill  ;  Cradley  Headi  ; 
Dudley;  VcmQflster;  QnanyBank;  Ply- 
month;  Bediniiuter;  MMBteg;  Lei^; 
T^^bome  (two);  Seven  Dials;  Tryddyn 
(five);  Leeswood  (three);  Clwyd;  New- 
market ;  Rhuallt ;  Oilcain ;  Sychtyn; 
Nether  Kellet ;  Hebbum ;  Barlestown  ; 
Perth  Wilson  ;  Bfilnrow  ;  Penzance  ; 
Coventry;  Littleboroug^  (two);  Bryn; 
Flint  ;  Rhyl  ;  Hif^er  Broag^ton  ; 
^Tunog;  Fortdinorwio;  GU  sow  (two); 
Walsden;  Saftron  Waldon;  Lookerbie; 
Crowton;  Chester;  Pentre;  Gwespyr; 
Llanegryr;  Bedlington;  Stiriing;  Glen 
Albyn  ;  Royton  (two)  ;  Tyldesley  ; 
Boithygest  ;  Brymnenai  ;  Corwen  ; 
PeteisGeld  ;  Stockport  ;  Bri^oose  ; 
Elland;  Bronghton;  Greenock;  Ab^- 
pcvUi ;  Halifax  ;  Totnes  ;  Telverton ; 
Sbepton  Mallet;  Com  wood;  Blvet ; 
Abergwilt ;  and  Bristol;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACi;  1887. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Hinnte, 
dated  4tb  February,  1901,  granting  a  re- 
tired allowance  to  Edward  Joseph  Carey, 
late  a  messenger  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
Secretary,  Dublin  Castle,  under  the  Act 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

THIBET  (TRADE  STAHSIICS). 

Retain  pzesented,  relative  thezeto 
(A^reas  9tii  Febroaiy;  'Sir  MamcKerjee 


BhownaggrMV,  to  lie  apwi  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.  [No.  48?] 

POST  OFFICE  TBLBQBAPH8. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Aocoont  showing 
the  gross  amount  received  and  tiie  ^am 
amount  expended  in  respect  of  the 
Telegraph  Service,  from  tiie  date  of  the 
transfer  of  the  Te^graphs  to  tbe  State  to 
the  31st  day  of  Haroh,  1902  (in  ccmtinua- 
tion  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  31,  61 

session  1903)."— ^An^-) 

Copy  preeeuted  aoocndingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
49.1 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSfFERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Orime  in  Li  vflorpool. 
Ma.  CORBETT  (Glasgow.  Tradeston): 
To  "ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  he  will  state 
for  the  city  of  liiverpool  for  the  years 
1890.  1899,  and  the  last  year  for  which 
statistics  are  available,  the  number  of 
prosecutions  for  dronkennees ;  the  total 
number  of  crimee  known  to  the  police; 
tJie  number  of  offences  against  the  person; 
and  the  number  (rfEenoes  against  prop- 
erly, giving  in  wsh  case  the  proporti<Hi 
per  100,000  of  population ;  and  whether 
he  will  state  the  number  of  licences  not  re- 
newed by  the  licensing  josticee  in  the  city 
on  any  ground  between  1890  and  1899. 
and  between  1899  and  the  latest  year  for 
which  statistics  of  crime  are  avaihtble. 

{Ansvoered  by  Mr.  Steretarj/  Ahem  Douglas.) 
The  information  desired  by  tiie  hem. 
Member  is  as  follows : —  .-^ 


(Wenees. 

• 

Numbers. 

Proportion  per  100,000 
of  PopuUtion. 

189U. 

1899. 

1902. 

1890.* 

1899.  t 

1902.t 

Persons  proBecated  for  Drnnkennestt... 

14,680 

4,069 

5,115 

2.393 

642 

738 

Crimes  (iDdiotable  Offence*)  {Known 
to  the  Fdice)  Total  Number 

4,227 

3,fi04 

4,234 

689 

552 

611 

OffeDcea  against  the  Person  (Claia  I. 
of  CMminal  BtatiiUcs)   

407 

138 

154 

66 

22 

22 

Offenodi  against  Property  (Classes  II. 
toV.)   

3,721 

3,249 

3,925 

807 

612 

S67 

Census  1891. 
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In  oonaidering  these  figures  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  without  iuUknowled^ 
of  all  the  ciroumstances  and  conditions  it 
is  impossible  to  say  how  far  the  nnmber 
of  prosecutions  for  drunkenness  oan  be 
taJcen  as  an  index  to  the  amount  of  drunk- 
enness. The  decrease  of  prosecutions  for 
dmnkenneas  at  Liverpocu  in  1899  is  dis- 
cussed in  tite  Introduction  to  the  Criminal 
Statistics  for  1899.  pages  17,  70,  and  73. 
The  nnmber  of  licences  not  renewed 
(whether  refused,  surrendered,  or  not  ap- 
plied for)  was  214  for  the  years  1890  to 
1898  and  196  for  the  years  1899  to  1903. 

DmnkenneBS  in  England  and  Wales. 

Me.  CORBBTT:  To  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, if  he  will  state  the  number  of 
persons  tried  for  drunkenness  in 
England  and  Wales  for  the  aToase  of 
the  five  years  1892  to  1896,  and  for 
the  average  of  the  five  years  1897  to  1901, 
and  the  numbers  for  the  year  1901,  and, 
if  yet  available,  for  the  years  and 


security;  and  what  was  the  amount  oi 

the  applications  bo  rejected. 

{Amwored  by  Mr.  Wyadham.)  The 
nnmber  of  applications  for  advances 
under  the  Acts  of  1886  to  1888  which 
were  finally  refused  on  the  ground  stated 
was  1,286 ;  the  amount  applied  for  was 
£467,872.  Fresh  applications  were  sub- 
sequently made  in  respect  of  a  number  of 
these  cases  under  tiie  Acts  of  1891  to 
1896.  but  no  separate  record  of  these  has 
been  kept.  Tlw  number  of  applications 
finally  refused  under  the  latter  Acts,,  to 
the  3l8t  March,  1903,  was  789  for  £176,164, 

Naturalisation  of  Foreign  Seamen- 
Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will 
considffi  the  advisability  of  keeping  a  re- 
cord of  the  number  of  seamen  naturalised 
in  l^is  country  under  the  regulations 
issaed  on  the  4th  August  last  showing 
their  country  of  origin,  their  length  of 
service  in  the  British  Mercantile  fifarine. 


1903,  and  the  proportions  of  each  figure  l  ^ith,  if  possible,  a  note  of  snch  as  have 


per  100,000  of  popaktion. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Dottgltis.)  The  informatiim  for  which 
my  hon.  friend  asks  is  to  be  found,  up 
to  the  year  1901,  in  Table  D  of  the 


acquired  a 
Kingdom. 


domicile   in  the  United 


(Aimuered  by  Mr.  Gerald  BeUfow.)  A 
record  of  the  aliens  to  whom  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  granted  certificates  of 
Criminal  Statistics  for  1901  (p.  31),  viz.,  naturalisation  is  kept  in  the  Home  Office 


annual  average  number  of  persons 
prosecuted  for  drunkenness  in  England 
and  Wales  for  the  years  1892-6.  176.627, 
being  a  proportion  of  683*47  per  100,000 
of  t^  population;  for  the  years  1897- 
1901,  204,940,  or  a  proportion  of  642-87. 
In  1901  the  number  was  210.342,  a  pro- 
portion of  644-84.  The  figures  for  1902 
are  209,908,  a  proportion  of  636' 16.  The 
statistics  for  1903  are  not  yet  available. 

Land  Purchase  Acts— Rejected 
Applications  for  Advances. 

Mr.  p.  A.  McHUGH  (Leitrim,  N.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
state  how  many  applications  for  advances 
under  tiie  Furchase  of  Land  Acts,  1886 
and  1888,  were  rejected  prior  to  the  3l8t 
March,  1900,  for  insufficiency  of  security 
as  distinguished  from  other  caoaes  of 
rejection;  how  many  applications  for 
advances  under  the  Purchase  of  Land 
Acts,  1891  and  1896,  were  rejected  np  to 
31st  March,  1903,  for  insufficiency  of 


in  such  a  manner  that  the  seamen  to 
whom  the  right  hon.  Baronet  refers  are 
distinguished  froin  other  aliens.  This  re- 
cord ^ows  the  country  oi  origin,  and  in 
the  case  of  seaonen  the  sea-service  and  the 
remdenoe  in  the  United  Kingdom  (for  five 
out  of  eight  years  previous  to  the  applica- 
tion for  a  certificate)  required  for  the 
purposes  of  naturalisation.  I  do  not 
thi^  that  any  useful  object  would  be 
gained  by  elaborating  the  record  farther. 

Orders  for  Armoor  ^ate- 
.  Mr.  J.'  F,  .HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
™«  side) :  To'ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  any  further  reason  for 
delay  exists  with  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  orders  for  the  armour  required  for 
the  battleships  of  the  current  financial 
year, 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  There 
has  been  no  delay  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  orders.  The  provision 
made  in  Uie  Navy  E^mstes  did  not 
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allow  f»  the  placing  of  the  oiders  before  | 
t^e  latter  part  of  the  financial  yeai,  and  | 
this  date  will  fally  meet  the  requirements  ! 
of  the  shipbuilding  programme.  The  | 
orders  will  be  placed  as  soon  as  the  j 
tenders  which  have  been  received  have  ' 
had  proper  consideration.  i 

Twinning  Syvtem  for  Turret  Onus.  ' 
Mb.  TOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  To  ! 
ask  the  Civil  Lotd  of  the  Admiralty  ^ 
whether  any  reports  from  gunnery  (^oers 
of  Hhe  Navy  have  been  received  upon  the  i 
system  of  twinning  the  two  six-inch  guns 
in  turrets  of  ships  of  the  "County"  class  | 
together,  so  that  one  cannot  be  fired 
without  the  other ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  i 
state  ibiat  purport. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)    These  | 
twin  moantin^p  were  the  subject  of  much  ! 
controversy    and  consideration  when  | 
adopted  by  the  previous  Board  of  Ad-  ' 
miralty  in  1899,  but  ships  of  this  class 
have  not  been  long  enough  in  commission  i 
for  the  present  Board  to  have  formed  any  , 
final  opinion  on  the  merits  of  this  par-  i 
tionlar  mounting.   No  reports  from  gun- 
nery  officers   on   any   guns,  whether 
favourable  or  unfavourable,  can  be  pub- 
lished, as  all  are  confidential.  ' 

I 

Balflwt  Post  Office— Fnnnotian  of 
ISi.  King. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Po3tmaster-(3eneral,  if  he  will  explaiii ; 
under  what  circumstances  was  Mr.  King 
of  Belfast  permitted,  on  promotion  to  the  I 
rank  oi  clerk,  to  retain  his  place  on  the  ^ 
list  of  officers  selected  to  perform  derk-in- 
charge  work;  and  will  his  retention  in- 
volve that  a  senior  sorting  clerk  and  i 
telegraphist  is  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  qualifying  for  promotion. 

{Avsweied  by  Lord  StanUy.)  The  former 
corps  of  clerks  in  charge  was  composed  , 
of  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists,  and 
latterly  it  was  a  condition  of  their  ap- 
pointment that  they  should  cease  to  be ' 
clerks  in  charge  if  they  were  prmnoted  to 
be  clerlra  or  received  a  supervising  allow-  [ 
anc3.   In  December,  1899,  however,  the 
corps  of  clerks  in  charge  was  abolished, 
and  it  was  decided  that  an  officer  of  any 
rank  might  be  employed  to  take  charge  of  ^ 
a  vacant  office  if  necessary.    Mr.  King, 
therefore,  remains  eligible  for  such  em- 
ployment if  his  services  are  required ;  j 


and  his  retention  on  the  Ust  of  officers 
available  for  taking  charge  does  not  in 
any  way  interfere  with  similar  employ- 
ment of  a  junior  officer  if  the  circum- 
stances are  suitable. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Oentral  Telegrapk 

Office. 

Mk.  Claude  hat  (ShoreditcK  Hox- 
ton)  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Generj] 
whether  the  room  containing  the  A.  and 
B.  Divisions  Central  Telegraphs  has  been 
reported  as  being  in  a  sanitary  condition, 
with  good  Ujj^ting  anangementa,  and 
free  from  overcrowding;  and  whether, 
as  the  officers  <A  the  Post  Office  Medical 
Department  are  responsible  to  the  Post- 
master-General for  the  safeguarding  of 
the  health  of  the  stafi,  he  will  state  when 
the  last  inspection  of  this  instrument 
toam  took  place. 

\  ^{ATmcered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The  Chief 
!  Medical  Officer  to  the  Post  Office,  who 
has  visited  the  room  in  question  to-dav, 
reports  that  it  is  in  a  sanitary  condition 
and  not  overcrowed.  Owing  to  the  lofty 
building  opposite  the  electric  light  has  to 
be  used  in  some  parts  of  the  room,  but 
the  arrangements  made  for  this  purpose 
are  all  that  could  be  desired.  He  has 
received  no  complaints  from  the  staff  re- 
garding the  room.  His  last  previous 
inspeotion  was  made  a  few  montha  ago. 

British  Consulate  at  Jemaalem— DeUrarj 
of  Mails  to  British  Besidents. 

Mb.  YOXALL:    To  ask  the  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

what  steps  have  been  talron  consequent 

upon  the  recent  inquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  H.  B.  M.  Consulate  at  Jerusalem ; 
and  what  arrangements  are  in  force  for 
the  delivery  of  letters  and  packages 
addressed  to  British  residents  there 
through  the  post  office. 

{Atiswered  by  Earl  Percy.)  The  inquiry 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  has  con- 
vinced the  Secretary  of  State  that  there 
are  no  grounds  for  taking  any  further 
steps  in  the  matter.  The  English  mailis 
dehvered  through  the  Austrian  Poet 
Office  at  Jerusalem. 

Saving  <m  Vote  for  Irish  Dopartmcot  of 
Agriculture. 

Me.  MACVEAGH  (Down.  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Iiiea- 
tenant  of  Ireland  wh«Aer  heioan  state 
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approsimatety  what  saving  will  be 
effected  on  the  Office  Vote  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
straction  for  Ireland  lor  130^. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wpuiham.)  The  De- 
partment is  not  in  a  position  at  present 
to  give  tiiis  infonnation. 

Operatioiu  <tf  Irish  Land  Act. 

Bin.  P.  A.  McHUGH :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can,  without  going 
into  further  particulars,  state  the  average 
number  of  years  purchase  agreed  upon  by 
the  3,070  occupiers  who  have  already 
lodged  agreements  to  puicha»  under 
the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903. 

{Jjunixred  bi/  Mr,  fVpiidham.)  To  obtain 
this  information  it  would  be  necessary  to 
examine  in  detail  the  terms  of  purchase 
in  each  of  these  3,070  cases.  I  have 
already  stated  that  such  an  analysis 
would  impose  on  the  small  staff  at  the 
disposal  d  the  Estates  Commissioners  an 
amount  of  labour  which  I  cannot  at 
present  see  my  way  to  ask  them  to  under- 
take, the  more  especially  at  a  time  when 
they  are  burdeiwd  with  many  onerous 
duties  in  the  admim'stration  of  an  Act 
which  has  80  recently  been  brought  into 
operation.  Reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Commissioners  will  be  dnly  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  as  required  by 
Section;^23J14)  of  the  Act. 

Poiaoning  of  Dogs  at  Howtit 

Mr.  SLOAN :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  th&t  a  number  of  dogs  have  been 
poisoned  at  Howth,  owing  to  the  manner 
in  which  strychnine  has  been  scattered 
about  the  neighbourhood;  and.ifso,  will 
he  state  what  action,  if  any,  has  been 
taken  to  bring  the  person  or  persons  to 
justice. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Wy^ham.)  A  num- 
ber of  dogs  in  this  neighbourhood  have 
recently  died  from  the  ^ects  of  poison ; 
there  is  no  evidence,  however,  to  show 
that  the  poison  in  l^ese  cases  was 
maliciously  laid.  The  police  arc  pursuing 
their  inquiries  in  the  matter.  I  may  add 
that  poison  has  been  placed  on  the  lands 


of  two  gentlemen  in  the  locality,  but  in 
both  of  these  cases  ther  requirements  of 
the  law  have  been  duly  observed. 

Oases  before  Batiidnun  Land  Commis* 
sioners- 

Mr.  COGAN  (Wicklow,  E.}:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  land  cases  wt>re  heard 
by  the  sub-commissioners  in  Rathdrum, 
county  Wicklow,  last  October,  and  that 
their  decisions  were  published  recently, 
he  will  say  how  many  cases  were  decided, 
what  was  the  total  amount  of  first-term 
rents,  what  the  reduced  amount  for  second- 
terms,  and  what  was  the  average  reduc- 
tion given. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
number  of  first-term  rents  fixed  was  five. 
The  a^regate  formal  rental  was  £298 
14s.  Od.,  the  judicial  rental  £234  16s.  6d., 
and  the  percentageofreduction21'3.  The 
number  of  second-term  rents  fixed  was 
thirty-seven.  The  a^egate  formal  rent 
was  £2,759  8s.  6d.,  the  judicial  rental 
£2,222  2b.  6d.,  and  the  percentage  of 
redaction  19*5. 

Output  of  Gold  in  Transvaal  dnring 
January. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state,  or  if  he 
will  ascertain  by  tel^paph,  what  was  the 
total  output  of  gold  in  die  Transvaal  in 
the  monUi  of  January. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lytfelton.) 
The  output  was  288,824  oz.,  value 
£1,226,846. 

Asiatic  Labour  in  the  Transvaal 
Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  a  limitation  will  be 
put  to  the  number  of  labourers  that  can 
be  imported  under  the  Transvaal  Ordi- 
nance; and  whether  a  term  of  years  will 
be  fixed  after  which  this  exceptional 
system  of  obtaining  labour  will  be  brought 
to  an  end. 

{Answei-ed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lytfeltmi.) 
It  is  not  proposed  to  make  such  limi- 
tations, which  are  not  contained  in  the 
Ordinance. 
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Mb.  BUCHANAN :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  will  ascertain  whether  any  further 
Amendments  have  been  introduced  into 
the  Labour  Ordinanoe  since  Lord  Milner*s 
tel^ram  of  6th  Febmary  and  communi- 
oate  them  to  the  House;  and  will  he 
have  laid  before  the  House  a  Report  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  Legislative  Council 
on  the  Second  Beading  and  subsequent 
stages  of  the  discussion  before  the  House 
pronounces  its  opinion  on  the  Ordinance. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttelton.) 
I  am  making  inquiry  by  telegraph,  but 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  no  further 
Amendments  have  been  made.  I  will  lay 
the  proceedings  upon  the  Table  when 
received,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  make 
any  change  in  regard  to  what  I  have 
already  stated  to  be  the  procedure  which 
will  be  followed  respecting  the  discussion 
of  the  question  of  Asiatic  labour. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Besotved,  That  this  House,  at  the  rising 
of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn  tiU 
Monday  next. — {Sir  A.  Aelamd-Hood.) 

KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

[Ninth  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  Febmary] 
to  Hain  Question  [2nd  February],  "  That 
an  humble  Addiess  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

"  Mo»t  Gracious  Sovereign^  — 

"  We,  Your  Majes^'s  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  tiie  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  ofier  our  humble  thanks  to 
Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech 
which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament. — {Mr.  Hardy.) 

'  Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Qaestini)  to  add  the 
words,  '  But  it  is  our  doty,  howarer,  humbly 
to  represent  to  Tour  Afajesty  that  oar  effecUve 
deliberation  on  the  finanoial  service  of  the  year 
is  impaired  by  oonflioting  dectaratiooa  itota. 
Your  Majesty  a  Hinisters.  We  respectful^ 
submit  to  Tour  Hajeety  the  judgment  of  this 
House  that  the  removal  of  protective  duties 
has  for  more  than  half  a  centuiy  actively 
conduced  to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare 


of  its  population ;  and  this  House  b^terca  Aat, 
while  the  needs  of  social  improvement  are  atiH 
manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  proteetive 
duties,  more  partloalarly  when  imposed  oo  the 
food  of  the  people,  would  be  deeply  mjurions 
to  OUT  national  streogth,  oonteotaient,  and 
weU.bofaig.'  "-(Jfr.  Jolm  Moiieg.) 


Question  again  proposed, 
words  be  there  added.** 


That  those 


Mb.  bell  (Derby)  said  that  when  his 
speech  was  interrupted  on  the  ^erioiia 
mght  by  the  adjournment  of  ^  debate, 
he  was  e^lainin^  by  what  means  c^an- 
ised  labour  in  this  oonntry  had  expressed 
itself  against  the  proposals  now  under 
consideration,  and  he  wished  now  to 
point  out  how  even  the  unorganised  work- 
men, thou^  they  had  no  direct  medium 
through  which  to  make  their  views 
known,  had  at  the  by-dections  very  dis- 
tinctly pronounced  against  a  policy  whidi 
was  ostennbly  put  forward  for  their 
benefit.  The  Secretary  to  ihe  Board  of 
Trade  in  his  very  able  and  remarkable 
speech,  endeavoured  to  show  how  manu- 
facturers in  protectionist  countries  pro- 
duced a  hundred  tons  of  some  commoi^ty, 
of  which  seventy-five  tons  was  for  home 
consumption,  while  the  remaining  twenl^- 
five  tons  was  dumped  on  the  British  mar- 
ket at  a  price  actually  below  the  cost  of 
producing  it  here.    But  the  hon.  Gentie- 
man  never  gave  any  reasons  why  we 
accepted  those  dumped  goods.  Person- 
ally he  did  not  believe  that  any  sectum  <rf 
the  British  nation  purchased  these  com- 
modities except  for  the  reason  that  they 
required  them  either  for  consumption  or 
for  manufacturing  purposes.   The  dump- 
ing of  these  goods  worked  to  our  advantage 
in  more  ways  than  one.    In  the  first 
place,  they  employed  our  shipping  and 
our  railways  and  enabled  our  manufac- 
turers to  compete  with  the  foreigner  in 
other  markets.   He  would  cite  a  glaring 
illustration  of  the  direct  advantage  of 
dumping,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
injured  those  who  dumped.   A  short  time 
ago  he  saw  an  extract  from  a  Report  of  the 
United  States  Consul  at  Frankfort,  to  the 
effect  that  the  German  papers  were  com- 
plaining that  their  manufacturers  had 
been  beaten  by  English  manufacturers  in 
a  competition  for  the  oonstmction  and 
erection  of  gasometers  at  Copenhagen. 
The  German  bid  was  £11,250,  while 
English  tender  ™  J^^^^l^p^^*^*!  ' 
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was  explained  that  ^e  English  manu- 
facturer  had  to  obtain  hie  iron  from  Ger- 
many ;  that,  in  fact,  by  means  of  iron 
"  dumped  "  by  Germany  on  this  oountiy 
he  was  able  to  tender  at  a  lower  figure 
and  to  employ  British  labour  in  construct- 
ing the  gasometers  and  erecting  them  at 
Copenhagen.  Now,  a  small  import  tariff 
on  thatGerman  iron  would  have  prevented 
the  British  firm  getting  the  contract,  and 
British  labour  would  have  suffered  to 
that  extent.  He  had  another  statement 
he  would  like  to  call  attention  to.  Mr. 
Arthur  Chamberlain,  the  brother  of  the 
ex-Colonial  Secretary,  in  addressing  re- 
cently the  shareholdeiB  of  a  large  firm 
with  which  he  was  connected,  said  that 
British  manufacturers  either  would  not 
or  could  not  supply  them  with  the  steel 
they  required  for  the  manufacture  of 
tubing.  The  firm  in  question  employed 
10,000  men,  and  a  10  per  cent,  tariff 
on  imported  steel  would  add  SOs.  per  ton 
to  the  cost  of  tiie  tubes,  thereby  mAking 
it  inraeasingly  difficult  for  tiiem  to  compete 
with  the  foreigner.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  declare  that  the  purchase  of  steel  for 
manufacturing  purpose8,or  of  raw  material 
from,  the  foreigner  deprived  some  of  our 
worlonen  of  employment.  No  doubt  it 
did  to  some  extent,  but  he  ventured  to 
assert  that  it  enabled  the  employment  of 
considerably  more  than  it  displaced,  and, 
AS  Mr.  Arthxir  Chamberlain  had  pointed 
out,  in  that  one  case  the  purchase  of 
German  steel  enabled  his  firm  to  com- 
pete successfully  with  foreign  tube- 
makers  and  to  give  employment  to  some 
10,000  men  who  otherwise  would  not 
have  had  it. 

They  had  heard  a  good  deal  about 
the  effect  of  protective  and  prefer- 
ential tariffs  in  securing  more  regular 
and  remunerative  employment-  for  the 
workers  of  this  country,  but  it  was  a 
noteworthy  fact  that  the  pig-iron  im- 
ported from  Canada  into  this  country 
was  about  equal  in  amount  to  that  ob- 
tained from  all  other  parts  of  tibe  world, 
and  if,  in  order  to  prevent  foreigners 
sending  any  to  this  country,  we  put 
on  a  protective  tariff,  the  inevitable  re- 
salt  would  be  that  Canadian  makers 
would  increase  their  and  get  con- 
trol of  the  market.  Where  in  ^t  case 
would  the  benefit  to  the  home  workers 
come  in?  It  could  not  make  much  <^f- 
ference  to  them  if  the  iron  were  damped 
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by  Germany  or  Belgium  or  by  Canada ; 
they  would  not  get  any  more  employ- 
ment or  any  increase  of  pay.  It  was 
estimated  that  the  pig-iron  imported 
into  this  country  represented  the  output 
of  four  Canadian  furnaces,  and  of 
five  furnaces  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  so  that  if  we  prohibited  the  im- 
portation of  pig-iron  we  should  have  to 
set  to  work  nine  blast  furnaces  to  produce 
at  home  an  equivalent  quantity.  They 
had  been  told  that  the  decay  of  our 
industries  was  due  to  the  lack  of  energy 
on  the  part  of  emplojreis,  and  he  noticed 
in  an  article  in  a  recent  issue  of  "  British 
Industries "  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  in  England  the  outsat  of  a  blast 
furnace  was  25,000  tons  a  year  against 
an  average  of  61,000  tons  for  the  Ameri- 
can furnace,  the  difference  being  due  to 
the  more  modem  appliances  adopted  in 
the  States. 

Reference  had  been  made  by  many 
speakers  to  the  fact  that  our  exports 
were  decreasing  while  our  imports 
were  increasing.  But  there  were  reasons 
for  decrease  of  our  exports  other  than 
those  which  had  been  advanced,  and  he 
would  suggest  a  very  simple  explanation 
of  the  fact  that  our  exports  had  not  in- 
creased in  recent  years  of  exceptional 
prosperity.  Wages  had  been  high,  and 
there  had  been  an  increased  demand  in 
the  home  market  in  consequence  of  the 
improved  position  of  the  working  classes. 
He  had  a  letter  from  a  working  man, 
■giving  a  list  of  the  things  which  he  had 
been  able  to  buy  in  the  years  between 
1892  and  1898,  and  that  list  included  a 
piano  at  twenty-eight  guineas,  a  suite 
of  furniture  at  six  guineas,  a  bookcase  at 
two  guineas,  a  carpet  at  four  guineas,  a 
fender. 26s.,sprii:^  bedstead,  three  guineas, 
a  bicycle,  eight  guineas,  and  so  on. 
Thus  one  working  man  during  a  period  of 
prosperity  spent  all  that  money  in  order 
to  furnish  his  home,  thereby  creating 
a  market  for  home  industries  and  lessen- 
ing the  quantity  of  the  goods  available 
for  export.  Was  it  not  probable  that 
thousands  of  others  act-ed  in  a  like  manner. 
Hff  thou^t  that  if  the  tariff  reformers, 
who  were  pushing  forward  their  cam- 
paign with  so  much  energy,  would  divert- 
their  efforts  to  other  channels  with  a 
view  of  extending  the  number  of  men  who 
acted  as  to  working  man  had  d^  it 
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would  be  far  better  for  the  coimtry  at 
large.  We  are  now  spending  £180,000,000 
yearly  on  drink  alone,  and  of  that, 
£110,000,000  was  said  to  come  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  working  classes.  If 
by  advocating  temperance  they  could 
induce  the  worker  to  spend  his  money  on 
home  comforts  rather  than  on  dm^, 
there  would  be  very  little  to  export. 
Facts  and  figures  did  not  bear  out  the 
statement  that  protectionist  countries  were 
so  much  more  prosperous  than  ourselves. 
The  manufacture  of  pig-iron  in  the  United 
States  had  fallen  off  very  seriously — to 
the  extent  of  something  like  70>000  tons 
a  month,  and  the  New  York  correspon- 
dent of  the  Ptdl  MaU  GazeUe^  in  November 
lastjSaida  large  percentage  of  the  smelting 
works  were  being  forced  to  discontinue 
operations. 

The  Colonial  Secretary,  speaking 
on  the  previous  evening,  put  himself 
In  the  position  of  a  glass  worker  earning 
£2  a  week.  But  was  not  Uie  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  for 
every  workman  in  this  coontry  who 
earD«d  £2  weekly,  there  were  seven  who 
got  considerably  less  and  certainly  three 
who  did  not  get  more  than  £1  a  week, 
so  that  the  standard  of  living  he  had  set 
up  was  not  the  average  standard.  They 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  a  pro- 
tected country  was  simply  a  parad'se — 
a  garden  of  orchids  where  everything  was 
beautiful  and  nothing  was  wanting.  Tet 
America  clearly  was  not  so  prosperous  as 
had  been  su^^ted.  He  would  not  stop  his 
comparison  there.  He  would  take  the  case 
of  protected  continental  countries.  Herr 
K.  £.  May's  Report  upon  the  Gerresheim 
GhiSB  Works  stated  that  in  1900  their 
ezporta  of  bottles  were  37,S00,O0O,  or  34*2 
per  cent,  of  the  total,  whereas  in  1901 
they  fell  to  29,260,000,  or  29*7  per  cent. 
The  cause  of  the  decrease,  he  said — 

"  Is  the  tariff,  and  espeoUlly  our  diminished 
capacity  tot  competing  owing  to  dear  fuel. 
Hie  fact  that  oeighbouring  couatries  can  get 
German  coal  at  cheaper  rate<  than  we  have  to 
pay  in  this  oountn  meaoa  that  oar  indnstrv  is 
behig  progTMsiTe^  driven  oat  of  the  world's 
market." 

Which  of  th  >se  statements  were  they  to 
accept.  It  was  very  difficult  to  reconcile 
the  two,  and  according  to  the  German 
statement  the  decay  in  the  glass  industry 
was  more  progressive  in  (Germany  than 
in  England.  Again,  the  foreign  worlanan 
ifr.  mi 


living  under  protective  tariffs  was  said 
to  be  much  better  ofi  th^  the  Britidi 
workman,  but  the  facts  did  not  bear  out 
that  statement.  The  respective  wages 
in  London  and  Berlin  were— of  pattern- 
makers, 42s.  and  21b.  ;  of  brass- moolden^ 
36s.  and  26a.  7d. ;  cabinetmakers,  428. 8d. 
and  28b.  6d.  He  admitted  that  wages 
were  considerably  higher  in  America,  but 
the  purchasing  power  of  money  was  much 
smaller,  and ,  having  examined  into 
the  matter,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  railny- 
men  were  concerned,  he  was  prepared  to 
say  that  he  would  rather  be  a  railmymsn 
in  England  at  308.  a  week  than  a  railway- 
man in  America  at  £4.  Then  there  wai 
the  condition  of  the  textile  wvn^ers  is 
France.  According  to  the  descriptioo 
wluch  he  had,  the  &ther  and  mother  each 
earned  12s.  a  week ;  there  were  five  chil- 
dren, aged  twelve,  nine,  eight,  six,  and 
three  years  respectively.  Rent  repre- 
sented Is.  1\  .;  potatoes,  Is.  2d.;  groceries, 
including  sugar  uid  coffee,  4|d.; 
meat,  28.  lOd. ;  bread,  3s.  2^. ;  washing, 
9Jd. ;  clothing.  Is.  7id. ;  milk  for  the 
children,  6id. ;  help  for  the  children 
whilst  the  mother  was  at  work.  Is.  7jd. ; 
a  total  of  178.  9}d.  per  week.  The  eon- 
ditions  of  the  workers  in  tikis  coontiy, 
while  not  satisfactory,  were  far  above  thst 
standard,  and  he  was  convinced  that  if 
either  the  official  or  unofficial  fiscal  pro- 
posals were  adopted  in  this  country  it 
would  be  considerably  against  l^e  in- 
terest of  the  working  classes.  It  would 
be  ridiculous  for  representatives  of  labonr 
to  take  up  an  attitude  of  opposition  to  a 
protective  tariff  or  anythmg  dse  if  it 
woold  really  improve  the  condition  of  Ae 
workers.  They  were  engaged  by  the 
workers  themselves ;  their  salaries  were 
paid  by  the  workers  in  order  that  they 
should  consider  these  things  and  give 
their  advice  as  to  the  best  coarse  to  be 
pursued  in  the  workers'  interest;  con- 
sequently they  would  be  neglecting  thai 
duty  if  they  did  not  conscientiously  con- 
sider these  questions  and  advise  accord- 
ing to  the  conclusions  at  which  they  ar- 
rived. He  opposed  the  proposals  because 
he  was  absolutely  convinced  that  any 
change — for  the  present  at  all  events— 
in  the  direction  of  preferential  or  protec- 
tive tariffs  would  be  most  injorioos  to  the 
interests  of  the  workns.  The  posSCtnA 
of  the  German,  as  compared  with  that  or^ 
the  English^  jor^er^^^lj^.  gathered  | 
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from  the  19(^  report  of  the  Factory 
Inspector  at  Leipzic,  in  which  it  was 
sUted— 

'*  ccoDomic  conditioDB  of  the  workeni 
have  QOt  improved  during  the  past  yeftr.  Since 
the  inoomes  of  many  workpeople  Dave  noder- 
gone  a  further  diminution,  partly  owing  to 
xeduotion  of  wages  and  partly  owti^  to  curtail- 
ment of  hours  ot  work,  and  since  the  prices  of 
the  most  important  articles  of  food  have  in- 
creaaed,  the  endeavour  to  economise  shows  ' 
itself  iu  the  diminntion  of  the  consumption  of 
meat  and  Uie  Ivge  demand  for  horse  flesh." 

mUons  of  wottdng-men  in  this  coontry 
were  nnable  to  get  much  meat  at  present, 
bat  what  little  they  did  get  was,  he  hoped, 
good  and  wholesome,  and  he  had  no 
desire  to  see  t&em  following  the  example 
of  t^e  Glermans  and  eating  horse-flesh, ; 
dog-flesh,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  ' 
Articles  were  purchased  because  they  were 
cheap.  Mannfactureis  purchased  foreign 
manufactured  and  partially  manufoctured 
goods  because  they  were  cheip.  Why  did 
not  British  manufacturers,  who  always 
held  themselves  up  as  being  foremost  for ' 
patriotism,  purchase  British  instead  of 
Oerman  steel  ?  TEey  would  probably 
answer  that  according  to  natural  laws 
they  bought  the  cheapest.  Bnt  surely 
if  they  desired  to  put  a  terifi  on  that 
cheap  steel  they  would  ultimately  have 
to  pay  for  it  the  price  now  aaked  for 
British  steel.  Might  they  not,  therefore, 
as  well  buy  it  first  as  last,  and  so  create 
a  demand  for  British  steel  ?  They  felt, 
however,  that  if  they  paid  the  price,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  compete  witii  the 
makezs  of  cheap  steel  in  o^er  countdes. 
Hence  the  same  results  would  accrue  if 
protective  tarifta  were  imposed  on  the 
imported  article  and  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion increased  here.  Even  in  the  Colonies 
the  people  found  that  tarifite  were  not 
always  to  their  advantage,  as  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  Toronto  Olohe  for 
26tJi  December  would  show — 

"  A  large  assemblage  of  unemployed  workmen, 
akilled  and  nnskilledf,  ^tiiered  tc^etiier  at  short 
notice,  reveals  a  decided  fluctuatim  in  the 
labour  market.  The  attitude  of  the  Oorern- 
raent  should  be  neutral.  The  workmen  have 
already  the  advantage  of  the  law  preventing 
the  importation  of  labour  under  contract,  but 
that  is  counterbalanced  by  the  tariff  im  goods, 
which,  so  far  as  it  is  protective,  tenets  to  im 
prove  the  poeitioa  of  the  employer." 


That  quotation  showed  that  in  a  period 
of  depression  a  protective  tariff  was  to 
^'   the  advantage  not  of  the  workman  but  of 


the  employer.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
had  been  asked  how  his  proposals  would 
benefit  rulway  men .  Unfortunately,  rail* 
way  men  were  not  the  only  workers  who 
were  not  producers.  A  large  majority 
of  the  working  population  of  the  country 
were  in  the  same  position.  All  these,  in- 
cluding shop  assistants  and  other  busi- 
'  ness  people,  would  be  adversely  aflected 
by  the  imposition  of  a  tarifi.  But  in 
reference  to  railway  men,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said— 

"  Railway  men,  like  all  others  who  do  not 
live  by  invested  capital,  depend  for  their  sub- 
sistence on  their  daily  employment.  Whei 
t^iere  is  too  little  employment  in  the  couatoy 
;  railway  receipts  fall  off.  railway  men's  wages 
[  go  down,  and  railway  men  ue  diamiaaed.  On 
the  ooatraty,  if  there  is  plmty  of  trade  then  is 
more  employment." 

Whatever  aathority  the  ex-Colonial 
Seontarylmight  be  on  some  matters,  he  was 
not  a  greater  aathority  on  railway  matters 
(  tiian  he  (the  speakn)  was.  F<»  sixteen 
years  he  had  served  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company,  and  on  five  occasions 
had  represented  his  fellow-workers  before 
the  Directors.  Members  interested  in 
railway  companies  would  admit  that  the 
period  1899,  1900-1,  was  one  of  excep- 
tional prosperity  from  the  railway  point 
of  view ;  the  companies  were  unable  to 
carry  with  any  despatch  the  whole  of  the 
traffic  they  were  required  to  take  What 
was  the  result  ?  At  the  same  time  the 
'  companies  had  to  pay  such  high  prices 
for  fuel  and  other  commodities  that  their 
dividends  were  no  higher,  if  as  high,  as 
before ;  and  consequently  the  railway 
men,  when  they  applied  for  an  advance 
of  wages,  were  told  that  the  companies 
could  not  afford  to  accede  to  their  retjaest. 
But  under  a  protective  tariff  the  railway 
companies  would  have  to  pay  more  for 
all  the  commodities  they  required,  and, 
as  they  could  not  get  more  traffic  than 
they  had  in  the  period  to  which  he  had 
referred,  they  would  have  no  bahmce  out 
of  whi(^  to  pay  additional  wages  to  the 
'  men.  He  could  hardly  si^gest  whit 
would  be  the  result  if  protective  tariffs 
were  adopted  and  the  railway  companies 
went  to  the  manufacturers  and  said  : 
"  You  are  getting  hi^er  prices  for  the 
goods  you  manufoc^nre,  and  we  ask  you 
a  higher  rate  for  the  carriage  of  such 

U  2^'™'"'^'^^^*^^^^§^ 
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would  be  great  resentment  felt  even  by 
the  manufacturers  who  benefit  by  the 
tariff,  and  certainly  by  the  travelling 
public,  who  would  have  to  pay  higher 
ifures.  For  these  reasons  he  suggested 
that  railways,  at  any  rate,  and  those 
directly  concerned  in  them,  were  not  going 
to  benefit  at  all,  but  were  going  to  lose 
considerably  if  any  such  proposal  was 
adopted.  He  would  like  to  call  att«ntion 
to  the  way  in  which  events  repeated 
themselves.  In  Macaalay*s  "  History  of 
England  "  they  found  that  there  happened 
to  be  a  Mr.  Chamberlayne  in  the  Eioufie  of 
Commons  in  1693,  and  he  said — 

'  "There  would  be  no  taxes,  and  yet  the 
Sxoheqaer  would  be  full  to  oyerfiowing.  There 
would  be  DO  poor  rates,  for  there  would  be  no 
poor.  The  income  of  evei;  laodownw  would 
be  doubled.  The  profits  of  erecy  mcnhaot 
would  be  increased/' 

and  so  on  in  those  days.  The  present 
Mr.  Chambeihun.  spe^ong  at  Liverpool, 
said— 

i   "  I  ^  believe  that  'some  change  of  die  kind  I 
propose  will  pat  mooey  in  the  pockets  of  you  ' 
all.    I  believe  that  it  will  put  wages  in  the 
pockets  of  the  wtn-king  classes.   I  bwieve  that  ' 
it  will  restore  industries  which  we  ought  to 
have,  and  I  say  to  yon  wlwt  is  deapin  my  . 
heart,  that      that  part  of  the  subject,  aithougb 
I  am  bound  to  devote  to  it  a  great  deal  of 
attention,  I  care  much  less  than  for  that  other 
side  (the  imaginative  side),  and  one  on  which  I 
may  ai^eal  to  you  who  are  oocnpied  in  business 
houses,  lot  snrdty  you  are  something  more  than 
business  men ;    you  are  Britons ;  yon  are 
patriots." 

^  Now  those  words  were  practically  tiie  i 
same  as  were  used  by  the  gentleman  in  | 
1693,  who  was  not  exactly  a  namesake,  , 
because  his  name  was  spelt  differently,  i 
but  whose  name  was  similar  in  pronun-  ; 
ciation  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  i 
Member  i<a  West  Birmingham.    It  was  \ 
very  remarkable  that  they  should  have  ! 
these  speeches  and  promises ;  but  he  had  : 
not  yet  been  convinced  by  all  the  able  f 
speeches  that  had  been  made  in  this  , 
House — by  those  who  supported  either  | 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  or  the 
proposals  outside  the  official  programme  i 
— fhat  the  masses  of  the  country  would  ' 
bea^t  by  tbe  change  if  it  was  made.   He  ' 
was  going  to  quote  two  authcmties  for 
this.  One  conudered  itself  a  great  author- 
ity, and  as  to  the  other  there  might  be 
a  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  its 
consistency.    The  first  was  the  Daily 
Mail,  which  immediately  after  the  ex* 
Mr.  Bell. 


Colonial  Secretary's  speech  at  Binning 
ham  said — 

*'  Before  we  had  free  impcfftatioo  of  food- 
stuffs the  poorest  classes  were  not  merely  go 

;  the  oi  starvatioi,  they  wen  aetoiAr 

starving;  there  were  bread  riota  thronf^ioat 

'  England,  and  the  nation  was  on  the  bnnkef 
rebellicm.  The  free  importatim  of  foodstufs 
and  raw  materials  laid  the  foundation  of  oar 
manufacturing  and  induslrial  prosperity,  aed 
that  condition  is  as  essential  to  oor  anoe—  to- 
day as  ever  it  was. 

The  Mail  had  changed  its  opinion  now, 
as  it  had  frequently  done,  but  that  at  anv 
rate  was  his  opinion  and  lus  convictioa 
from  which  he  had  not  changed.  He  was 
a  poor  hand  at  perorations,  and,  thei«fore, 
whenconvenient,he  occasionali7  bonoved 
a  peroration.  The  h<m.  Mamber  for  the 
!  Brightside  Division  made  a  speecb  last 
night  that  was  full  of  perorations  ;  at  acy 
rate  there  were  so  many  that  a  number  of 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  Hoane  rose 
several  times,  thinking  each  peroratioB 
was  the  end  of  the  speech.  He  bad 
borrowed  as  his  peroration  a  perumtioB 
of  the  late  Cohnual' Secretary  which  ccn- 
veyed  his  conviction,  his  honest  beliel 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  speaking  os 
this  subject  in  the  House  of  CranmoBs 
on  I2th  August,  1881,  said,  and  he  en- 
dorsed every  word  of  it — 

"  t  can  conceive  it  just  possible,  although  it 
is  vn^  imf»Y>baUe,  that  under  thestingcf  ff*at 
suffermg,  and  deceived  by  iiiiiiirnirnewitelmai. 
the  wtn-kiog  classes  mi^t  be  willing  to  tay 
strange  remedies,  and  mi|^t  be  foolish  eoou^ 
to  submit  for  a  time  to  a  prt^Msal  to  tax  tSe 
food  of  the  oounby,  but  cme  tbmg  I  am  eertaii 
ci :  if  this  course  is  ever  taken,  and  if  tlw  de- 
pression were  to  oootinne,  or  to  recur,  it  would 
be  the  ugoal  for  a  state  <d  things  more  dancer- 
ons  and  more  disastrous  than  aasTthiog  wueh 
has  been  teen  in  this  country  siDoe  the  rspcal 
of  the  Com  Iaws.  A  tax  on  food  would  bmSb 
a  decline  in  wages.  It  would  oertainlv  invalve 
a  reduotioD  in  their  productive  vahie;  the 
same  amount  of  money  would  have  a  eioalkr 
purchasing  power.  It  would  mean  more  thas 
this,  for  it  would  raise  the  price  of  everr  article 
produced  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  wonU 
indubitabt^  bring  about  the  loss  of  that  gigaotk 
export  trade  which  the  industiy  and  energy  of 
the  eonntiy  wwking  under  eonditirau  of  abwdute 
freedom  have  been  able  to  oreate." 

I  therefore  heartily  support  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  House. 

•  Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter)  said 
the  debate  had  been  most  satisfactory  in 
one  respect,  for  it  had  shown  that  there 
was  a  depMtmeotAo((  BoM^  industry 
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which  was  still  vigorous  since  forty 
speeches  had  lasted  rather  more  than 
thirty  hours.  In  this  direction  they 
had  not  fallen  behind  the  vigonr  and 
stamina  of  their  forefathers.  They  had 
not,  however,  socceeded  in  obtaining  from 
His  Majesty's  (Jovemment  a  olear  defini- 
tion of  their  policy.  He  heard  theMpeech 
of  the  Pnadent  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
but  the  reassuring  effect  which  that  de- 
claration made  upon  him  had  been  largely 
modified  since  by  attenuating  interjections 
from  the  President  himself,  and  by  other 
speeches  from  the  Treasury  Bench,  which 
fKninded  a  much  less  cleu  note  of  free 
tTftde.  Before  the  debate  ended  ^e 
nine  muses  who,  in  the  absence  of  Apollo, 
represented  the  Qovemment  would  pro- 
bably give  them  compositions  in  which 
the  leading  themes  of  protection,  retalia- 
tion, and  free  trade  would  be  mingled  in 
various  propcntions.  He  hoped  that 
the  somewhat  ^soordant  sounds  which 
lUd  pained  and  perplexed  them  during 
the  debate  would  be  resolved  in  a  chord 
of  full  harmony.  They  wanted  not  only 
harm(»iy  but  clear  and  definite  declara- 
tions. They  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
Ooveniment  were  prepared  to  defend  the 
cause  of  free  trade  against  the  onset  of 
economic  Hahdis.  They  wanted  to  know 
that  the  policy  of  retaliation  the  Ck>verB- 
ment  proposed  to  adopt  was  a  clear  and 
definite  issue  by  itself,  that  it  was  self-con- 
tained, self-reliant,  and  self-sufficient,  and 
that  it  was  no  mere  instalment  of  a  larger 
and  more  extensive  policy.  If  he  might 
employ  a  umile,  he  would  say  they  were 
sotnewhat  in  tiie  position  of  sailors  about 
to'  embark  upon  a  voyage.  They  had 
confidence  in  the  captain  and  in  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  authority  of  the  cap- 
tain, but  their  suspicions  were  somewhat 
aroused  by  the  character  of  certain  officers 
of  the  ship.  Their  language  was  far  from 
clear,  and  there  were  some  of  th«&,  like 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  or  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  had  a  bold 
buccaneer  appearance  which  led  them 
to  suspect  that  they  had  sailed  the 
Spanish  Kain  under  Captain  Eidd.  and 
that  ordinary  commercial  gentlemen 
would  not  be  very  safe  in  their  company. 
It  had  happened  befcve  now  that  a  virtu- 
ous and  well-meaning  captain  had  been 


overpowered  in  mid-ocean  and  offered  the 
choice  between  toeing  the  line  or  being 
marooned  upon  some  desert  island.  That 
was  not  an  apeeable  alternative  to  set 
before  tiie  Pnme  Minister,  and  they  de- 
sired to  save  him  from  it.  Theiefoxe, 
before  tiiey  put  to  sea,  let  them  know 
clearly  and  definitely  what  port  the  ship 
was  bound  for.  Before  he  oiscuflsed  the 
policy,  he  should  like  to  pay  a  tribute  to 
its  author.  He  had  a  profound  admira- 
tion for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  but  he 
admired  him  rather  as  an  orator — and  if 
he  might  use  the  term,  as  a  prose  poet — 
than  eitiier  as  an  economist  or  a  man  of 
business.  He  appeared  to  enjoy  to  the 
full  the  poetical  distaste  for  figures  and 
the  oratorical  contempt  for  facts.  The 
truth  was  that  tiie  unrivalled  command 
which  he  possessed  of  incisive  diction, 
and  the  severe  restraint  he  imposed  upon 
his  vocabulary  gave  a  psendo-buoness 
appearance  to  what  were  in  ^  reality 
lynoal  effusions.  The  form  might  be 
prose,  but  the  underlying  structure 
was  of  the  nature  of  emotional  en- 
thusiasm. He  was  afraid  from  the 
declarations  of  the  breezy  socialist  who. 
delighted  certain  sections  of  the  House 
last  m^t  tiiat  the  ridit  hon.  Qentleman's 
successor  at  t^e  C^ni^  Office  would 
not  prove  to  be  a  more  reliable  guide  on 
economic  sdence. 

The  new  policy  divided  ^itself  into 
4wo  sections,  the  commraoial  and  tiie 
Imperial.  He  would  deal  first  with 
the  commercial  It  was  su^ested 
that  this  country  should  imitate  Ger- 
many and  America  and  impose  a  pro- 
tective tariff  against  foreign  goods.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  physioan  had 
prescribed  without  making  a  correct 
diagnosis  either  of  the  drcmnstances  or 
the  condition  of  the  patient.  He  could 
understand  that  in  the  case  of  a  com- 
munity in  a  primitive  position  regarding- 
industrial  development,  it  might  be  held 
that  industries  required  the  support  of 
protective  tariffs.  They  were  unable  to 
compete  in  tiie  great  world  markets, 
and,  therefore,  they  were  obliged  to  con- 
fine tliemselves  within  their  own  fron- 
tiers. What  was  England's  position? 
We  had  gained  ojt  wealth  and 
strengtii  by  open  competition^nd  by 
world  trade.   It  appett^Bdecto^^iriP^i^e 
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tbero  were  only  two  theories  of  com- 
merce— the  national  theory  and  the 
world  theory — the  theory  of  the  Chinese 
and  the  theory  of  the  English.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  might  be  held  that  the  best 
for  the  national  commuiiity  was  to  sbut- 
ont  commimication  from  the  ontside,  and 
to  deal  exclusively  with  its  own  people  ; 
but  the  other,  anid  in  his  judgment  the 
wider  and  the  nobler  theory-,  was  that 
prtMperity  and  wealth  were  mcreased  by 
international  commerce  and  by  inter- 
national relations.  He  could  understand 
the  national  view  of  commerce  being 
held  by  countdes  which  gained  nothing 
from  international  trade.  Was  that  our 
case  ?  We  gained  everything  by  inter- 
national trade.  We  were  the  world's 
carriers ;  we  were  the  world's  bankers ; 
we  were  the  world's  commission  agents.  If 
they  divided  the  commerce  of  the  world 
into  water-tight  compartments,  they  not 
only  considerably  restricted  and  (fin- 
ished the  total  body  of  trade,  but  entirely 
destroyed  the  trade  of  intermediaries, 
and  that  business  was  one  from  which 
we  had  derived  a  large  portion  of  our 
wealth  and  strength.  The  policy  of  the 
Tariff  Reform  League  had  been  supported 
by  quotations  from  the  great  German 
writer  List,  but  he  submitted,  that 
writer's  teaching  was  altogether  opposed 
to  the  programme.    In  1840  he  said — 

"For  Eoglmd  free  trade  is  the  right  policy, 
a  {»x>tectire  syBtetn  ought  not  to  be  the  per- 
muient  order  of  tbin^,  but  temporary  and  pro. 
viBional  only.  It  ia  in  fact  a  meane  of  industrial 
edocatitm  carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the 
nation  and  ought  to  cease  with  thenecesBifyfor 

Therefore  the  appeal  to  the  teachings  of 
List  in  their  application  to  England  is  alto- 
gether beside  the  mark.  Again,  the  Tariff 
Reform  League  claim  for  their  policy  all 
the  advantages  of  the  retaliation  party. 
They  suggest  that  by  our  abandoning 
free  trade  and  adopting  protective 
tari&  we  should  increase  our  world 
commerce  and  diminish  the  barner  of 
foreign  tariffs  against  us.  It  appeared 
to  him  absurd  to  suppose  that  by  adopt- 
ing" protection  here  we  should  do  any- 
thing eke,  but  strengthen  protection  in 
foreign  countries.  Our  foreign  trade  had 
been  largely  hampered  by  protective  tariffs 
abroad,  but  it  still  amounted  to  a  con- 
siderable figure,  and  if  instead  of  the  free 

Sir  Edgar  Vinrent. 


imports  we  now  admitted  to  this 
country  we  imposed  a  tariff  of  an  average 
of  10  per  cent.,  it  was  absolutely  certain 
that  foreign  protectionists  would  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity,  and  would 
increase  the  barrier  that  they  now  ^aced 
against  onr  gooda  to  at  least  an  eqnal 
extent.  They  considered  that  Bndiali 
goods  were  dumped  on  their  mamts 
just  as  the  tariff  reformers  here  conadered 
that  their  goods  were  dumped  here. 
Therefore  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
proposed  change  would  aggravate  the 
very  evils  of  which  we  compluned. 

In  regard  to  the  colonial  side  of  the 
question,  the  German  Zollverein  wu 
quoted  as  a  precedent  to  be  followed,  but 
there  was  no  anaology  wliateTer.  The 
main  result,  and  a  benefiml  zeenlt,  of 
the  introduction  of  the  Zollverein  in  Go* 
many  was  the  entire  aboliti<m  of  intnul 
tariffs.  What  internal  tari&  would  be 
abolished  by  the  introduction  of  the  policy 
of  the  Tariff  Reform  League  ?  Abao' 
lutely  none.  He  would  go  further  and 
say  that,  so  far  from  diminishing  tariAi 
within  the  Empire,  protection  almost 
necessarily  created  ^em.  He  would  co- 
deavourtomaketlusgoodinafew  minutes, 
but,  looking  at  the  thing  from  a  large  and 
general  standpoint,  what  was  the  trade 
of  the  British  Empire  now  1  It  amounted 
in  the  aggregate,  including  imports  and 
exports,  to  £1.350,000,000.  Of  that 
amount  only  £200,000,000  was  carried  « 
"by  protectionist  oonunnnities,  vhfle 
£1,160,000,000 was  carriedon  byfree-tnde 
communitiea.  It  was  proposed  in  adopt- 
ing a  new  scheme  of  commercial  policy 
that  85  per  cent  of  the  British  Empire 
should  abandon  their  practice  in  <»der 
to  conform  with  the  practice  of  15  per 
cent.  Was  not  that  on  the  face  of  it 
unreasonable  I  He  was  convinced  that 
the  closer  federation  of  this  Empire, 
which  he  denred  as  heartily  as  si^ 
member  of  Ihe  House,  could  cmly 
be  effected  on  a  free  -  trade  basis. 
The  advocates  of  colonial  preference,  it 
seemed  to  him,  saw  neither  fair  nor  far. 
They  did  not  see  fair  because  they  ex- 
aggerated out  of  all  proportion  and  per- 
spective the  importance  of  Aqjrtralia  and 
Canada,  and  they  depreciatejft  to  an  un- 
reasonable extent  the  imptntance  of  the 
mother  country  and-^ol  ^  ±he  otiur 
colonies,  moie^ie|mknu!%^^Ue  respects 
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more  wealthy,  and  not  the  less  to  be  re* 
garded  because  they  were  less  frequently 
thrust  upon  public  attention.  He  had 
said  tiie  result  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Birmingham  programme  would  be  to 
increase  the  int^nal  duties  within  Ute 
Empire.  The  view  he  took  was  this, 
that  ■  if  free  .  trade  was  abandoned  as 
the  commercial  policy  of  this  country, 
and  if  protection  was  taken  as  the 
keystone  and  the  watchword,  so  to 
speak,  of  our  commercial  relations, 
it  must  indubitably  follow  that  both  in 
India  and  South  Africa,  and  other  free* 
trade  colonies  of  the  Empire,  umilar 
principles  must  be  allowed  to  prevul. 
Did  t^ey  suppose  for  a  ungle  moment  that 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
South  Africa  would  allow  their  terri- 
tory to  become  the  dumping  ground  of 
British  manufacturers  ?  Did  they  ima- 
^ne  for  one  instant  that  in  India, 
where  ^e  cry  for  the  protection  of  the 
Inctian  indoMries  was  already  heard  in 
h^h  tones,  it  would  be  posuble  to 
maintain  the  present  condition  of  affairs 
and  insist  on  a  countervailing  duty  im- 
posed on  Enghsh  goods.  The  thii^  was 
absolutely  inconceivable.  The  only 
justification  had  been  a  belief  in  free 
trade.  He  had  endeavoured  to  elicit 
from  the  representatives  of  the  new 
policy  some  declazstion  of  their  view 
respecting  India.  He  had  challenged 
them  to  state  what  their  views  were,  but 
his  challenge  had  remained  unanswered. 
They  had  this  really  absurd  proposition, 
that  a  great  Empire  policy  was  to  be  put 
before  the  country  wluch  neglected  the 
intereBts,  which  did  not  take  into  oon- 
ndeiation  at  all  the  views  of  three-fourths 
of  the  popidation  <A  that  Empire. 

Assume  for  a  moment  that  he  was 
correct  in  the  view  that  you  risk  the 
estabUdunent  of  protective  duties  in 
colonies  which  are  now  free  trade,not  only 
against  foreign  countries,  but  also  against 
the  mother  country,  what  was  the  arith- 
metical result  ?  What  cUd  that  mean  in 
figures.  Our  total  exports  to  the 
Colonies  now  amounted  to  £131,000,000, 
and  of  that  amount  £90,000,000  went 
to  free  -  trade  colonies,  and  only 
£41.000.000  to  protective  colonies. 
Therefore  they  risked  the  imposition  of 
new  duties — duties  which  did  not  exist 
now — on  £90.000.000  of  our  exports. 


and  what  did  we  get  in  exchange  ? 
A  possible  reduction  on  £4 1 ,000,000 . 
But  we  now  knew  that  m  Canada  and 
AustraUa  no  reduction  of  the  tariff 
against  England  was  in  contemplation.  • 
On  tiie  contrary*  they  proposed  a 
totally  different  thing — not  to  reduce 
our  duties,  but  to  increase  the  tariff 
wall  against  foreign  countries.  As  a 
matter  of  exchange,  he  considered  it 
a  deplorable  transaction.  Viewed  from 
the  point  of  view  of  an  empire  builder,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  they  were  proceed* 
ing  not  towards  the  goal,  but  in  a  precisely 
f^ppodte  dinction.  If  they  admittea 
that  free  trade  would  be  eventually  the 
basis  of  the  federation  of  the  Enuiiie, 
they  were  goii^,  not  towards  Imperial  free 
tride  and  not  towards  a  ZoUverein,  but 
exiictly  the  contrary  way.  In  addition  to 
that,  they  would  set  the  whole  world 
against  onr  colonial  Empire,  with  which 
they  intended  to  forbid  foreign  countries 
to  trade.  He  would  add  that  in  his 
judgment  they  would  imperil  the  k^alty 
of  colonial  manufacturers,  who  would 
come  more  and  more  to  regard  this  as  a 
scheme  which  led  them  into  direct  antag- 
onism and  rivalry  with  English  manu- 
facturers. 

The  House  had  thei  oth  r  night 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
one  of  those  delightful  speeches  which 
they  all  listened  to  with  pleasure  and  ad- 
miration, in  which  he  dotiied  with  new 
life  and  coloni  the  most  time-wom  and 
exploded  fallacies.  He  took  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Fife  to  task  for  stating  that  excess  of 
imports  over  exports  was  a  proof  of  com- 
mercial prosperity,  and  he  instanced 
America  to  show  that  a  la^  excess  of 
exports  over  imports  was  a  sign  of  great 
commercial  vigour.  But  the  hon.  Gtentle* 
man  appeared  entirelt  to  forget  that 
America  was  a  heavy  debtor  to  England 
and  Europe.  He  omitted  to  say  that  that 
indebtedness  of  America  was  estimated 
by  the  best  authorities  at  something  like 
£1,000,000,000  sterling,  and  that  the  in- 
terest on  that  vast  sum  amounted  to  no  less 
than  £46.000,000  or  £50,000,000  a  year, 
which  interest  was  equal  to  half  tiie  excess 
of  exports  over  imports  in  that  country. 
He  also  omitted  to  mention  that  the  im- 
ports into  America  were  notoriously  under* 
dedazed  and  undec>tpdbie4^^'OD^l^ 
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avoid  the  high  ad  valorem  duties.   That :  not  only  say  this,  but  would  pmnt  to 

was  one  of  Uke  incidwtal  advantages  of  fact  that  the  dearest  money  occnrKd 

a  hi^  tariff,  that  it  entirely  faLufied  yeai  after  year  and  seasra  after  season 

statistics.   He  omitted  to  mention  tlte  ,  at  the  period  of  the  largest  exportSL 

important  factor  of  the  very  large  re-  He  trusted  that  after  this  they  would 

mittances  made  by  America  to  residents  not  be  told  that  an  excess  of  exports  and 

and  tourists  in  Europe,  far  exceeding  in  cheap  money  were  cause  and  efiect. 

amount  the  sum  sent  in  the  contrary  That  could  only  be  said  by  those  who 

direction.   If  the  bon.  Genticman  would  i  were  still  involved  in  the  old  6fcUacy  of 

add  tf^ther  these  lAaee  totals,  he  the  mercantile  theory — Import  lately 

thouf^t  he  would  find  tiiat  tliey  went  far  and  you  lose  yonr  gold,  export  lai^ely 

to  explain  the  difficulty.   He  was  all  the  and   you   will   become   rich.'*  These 

more  glad  to  suggest  this  explanation  theories  had  been  thoroughly  exploded 

because  the  explanation  the  hon.  Gtentie-  for  now  nearly  200  years. 

man  offered — viz.,  that  there  had  been  a      «■      t   i**^  . 

large  transfer  of  capital  from  here  to  .  "L^*  ^«  ^  ^^^^  ^  *  Z 
.  °  -  1.   1  A  1     i    ™  4.  words,  before  concluding,  respectmg  the 

Free   Food    League.    They  ^d  been 

?  ^-  ;^!^' ^^^'^^^L^  ^"bjectcd  to  a  considerable  amount 
have  mcreased  Amencan  imports  and  rr    j  j  i  -  e 

,j  1        J-   •  ■  1.  J  „f  of  cnticism.    He  did  not  compiain  of 

would  have  dinuniuied  the  excess  of       .    ,   ,  ,  .       ■  » 

export*,  so  that  his  explanation,  in  place  but      wouW  ask  their  critics  to 

of  solTing  the  difficulty,  would  have  been  )  considMwhatcoanwwasopmtoUmM^ 

a  consi^rable  factor  ii  the  other  direc  ■  Z^l^Z^.^^Jtt^^'!^ 
tion.   The  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  betoadvimtageouB  to  the  coun^, 

A  *  JIl^.  and  considered  it,  at  the  same  time,  dis- 

say  uiat  tou  excess  of  exports  was  ^^g^j^^ 

the  cause  of  cheap  money  in  America ; 

and  he  suggested  the  converse  proposi-  Party  pc^iticsl  OonU  they  alknr 
tion— viz.,  that  the  large  excess  of  imports  their  fnends  to  blander  without  eiflier 

in  this  country  was  the  cause  of  the  dear  ^  protest  or  warning  ?  He  could  not  hold 
money  which  had  prevailed  here  for  the  i  such  a  debased  view  of  national  duty  or 
last  three  years.  A  similar  argument  |  Party  loyalty.  In  1902,  when  the  corn 
was  attempted  iL  the  City  by  his  right  hon.  tax  was  introduced,  he  opposed  it  to  the 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, .  best  of  his  ability.  He  believed  that  it  was 
and  it  was  not  altogether  weU  received ;  a  disintagiating  measure ;  that  it  would 
the  reply  given  by  the  audiencs  was  necessarily  lead  to  the  division  which 
that  the  cause  of  dear  money  had  been  j  was  so  soon  to  come.  He  betiered  that 
the  war.  He  would  also  suggest  that  it  that  tax  was  paltry  as  a  finandal  ex- 
had  been  our  local  and  Imperial  extra va-  pedient,  and  that  it  was  vicious  as  a 
^UDce.  Quite  apart  from  that,  let  him  principle.  What  had  been  the  result  ? 
say  that  excessive  imports  could  hardly  |  Since  that  date  they  had  had  twenty-six 
be  the  cause  of  dear  money  when  they  saw  by-elections  and  the  Unionist  party  had 
that  during  the  last  twenty  years  Eng- ,  fluctuated  between  failure  and  disaster.  In 
land  bad  imported  nearly  £3,000,000,000  twenty-five,  fate  had  gone  against  them ; 
mote  than  she  exported;  and  yet,  up  to  the  i  fortune  had  onlyfavoured  fhem  in  one,  and 
time  of  the  war,  London  enjoyed  cheaper  ^  on  that  occasion  the  Unionist  candidate 
money  than  any  other  foreign  capital,  opposed  the  taxation  of  the  food  of  th 
And  if  he  might  add  another  illustration  \  people.  He  ventured  to  put  forward 
fromhis  own  experience,  he  would  draw  the  I  these  figures  and  to  draw  the  attention 
attention  of  the  House  to  two  countries  ,  of  his  friends  on  that  side  of  the  House  to 
—India  and  Egypt— both,  like  the  United  [  them,  not  by  way  of  denunciation,  but  by 
States,  heavily  indebted,  and  both  ex-  way  of  a  ^de  to  future  conduct.  It  did 
porting  every  year  a  large  quantity  of  seem  to  him  that  the  writing  on  the  wall 
merchandise  in  excess  of  their  imports  was  aWutely  clear,  and  that  ^e  late 

 ,      .  ^       ,        ii.       X    Lorn  Sabsbury  and  the  Prime  Minister 

-«id  yet  conntnes  where  the  ^  ^ere  right  in  holding  that  the  British 
of  mterest  was  steadily  higher  than  in  ^^^^  ^  ingrained  diaUke  to  the 
those  European  countries  in  which  the  taxation  of  food.  If  that  happened 
imports  exceeded  the  exports.   He  would  j  to  be  the  case ;  if  the^^ime  Jfinister 
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happened  to  be  rifj^t ;  were  tliey  pre- 
puod  to  go  into  tibe  desert  for  twenty 
years  wl^  that  ii^irained  feeling  was 
being  overcome  ?  But,  he  based  his 
obserrations  on  other  grounds  than  the 
Ices  of  this  oi  that  election.  He.  held 
that  tlie  association  of  the  OonservatiTe 
and  Unionist  Purty,  identified  with  a 
cause  which,  rightly  or  wrongly,  was 
opposed  to  that  held  by  a  la^  sectum 
of  opinion  in  this  coont^— the  interests 
of  the  few  at  the  expenses  of  the  many. 
He  saw  in  that  the  elemwts  of  social 
trouble  and  discord,  which  elements 
might,  foe  more  than  any  mere  electoral 
results,  cause  infinite  injury.  It  might 
be  a  cinnddence,  but  it  should  be 
remembered  ^t  in  evexy  foreign 
country  where  protection  preraiwd 
Ibere  was  Socialism  in  its  various 
ffsnns.  In  America  the  protectionists 
were  identified  with  the  capitalists,  the 
monopolists,  and  the  trusts.  Were  they 
on  these  Benches  to  be  pilloried  as  the 
supporters  of  the  capitalists,  the  mono- 
polists, and  the  trusts  ?  It  would  be 
a,  profound  mistake  for  the  wealthier 
cltfsee  of  this  conntzy  not  to  realise 
that  the  great  security  of  their  prosperity 
and  security  lay  m  the  general  content 
of  the  working  classes.  It  would  be  a 
poor  exchange  if,  in  order  to  increase 
their  profits,  they  ran  the  risk 
of  the  destruction  of  that  confidence 
between  class  and  class  that  had  been 
characteristic  of  England  since  ^e 
abolition  of  the  Com  Laws.  For  his  own 
part  he  should  do  his  utmost  to  prevent 
that  Party  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
belong  from  committing  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  a  grave  error  of  judgment. 
And  if  the  eSorts  of  those  who  thought 
with  him  were  unavailing,  then  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  only  conise  conostent 
with  political  sincerity  was  to  do  their 
utmost  to  save  the  country  from  the 
policy  from  which  they  had  been  unable 
to  restrain  their  Party.  He  held  that 
protection  was  altogether  unsuited  to  the 
commercial  needs  of  England,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  in  its  ultimate  results  It 
would  imperil  the  safety,  the  loyalty,  and 
the  cohesion  of  the  Empire. 

*Hb.  duke  (Plymouth)  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Exeter  had,  in  the 
conise  of  his  speech,  discussed  the  con- 


duct of  the  Government  at  the  present 
tame  and  their  attitude  to^raids  the  pro- 
posals of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  in  regard 
to  their  efiect  on  the  well-being  of  the 
Conservative  Party.  Unfortunately,  his 
hon.  friend  in  the  course  he  had  taken 
was  at  a  disadvantage,  in  that  he  spoke 
on  behalf  of  a  minority  of  his  Party,  whose 
conduct  with  regard  to  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  Government  had  been,  in  most  in- 
stances, condemned — indisputably  con- 
demned— by  their  constituencies.  ["No."] 
Were  those  Members  of  the  Unionist  Party 
who  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Exeter  supported  by  their  constituencies. 
Why,  throughout  the  debate  they  had 
been  conspicuously  sympathetic  with 
themselves  and  ooodded  with  by  their 
political  opponents  because  they  insisted 
that  they  had  been  almost,  overborne  by 
what  they  regarded  as  the  tyrannical 
action  of  the  local  Conservative  organisa- 
tions, which  they  resisted  and  resented. 
Did  any  hon.  Members  suppose  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ih<&  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  conboUed  tike  Conservative 
organisatitms  in  this  country.  The  ri{^t 
hon.  Gentleman  would  only  control  those 
organisations  so  far  as  he  commanded  the 
adhesion,the  sympathy,and  the  confidence 
of  the  Conservative  Party.  For  his  own 
part  he  had  come  into  contact  with  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  Conservative  Party 
in  various  parte  of  the  country,  and  he 
found  they  were  b»ast-high  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham ;  and  they  had  no  doubt  in 
the  capacity  of  Ministers  to  give  efiect  to 
and  carry  through  the  intentions  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  agreed  the 
Amendment  was  really  a  question  of  con- 
fidence in  His  Majesty  a  Gtovemment.  His  , 
hon.  friend  drew  an  interesting  analogy 
between  the  present  position  and  the  case 
of  a  sailing  ship,  in  which  some  of  the 
crew  had  experience  of  serving  under  Cap- 
tain Eidd,  and  were  hesitating  whether 
it  was  advisable  in  the  general  interests 
that  then  should  be  a  mutiny.  In  that 
case,  no  doubt,  the  captain  might  have  to 
walk  the  plank,  but  the  Conservative 
Party  in  this  House  were  not  serving  in 
such  a  humble  craft.  They  were  serving 
on  a  King's  ship,  and  the  course  of  that 
ship  would  not  be  dictated  by  the  lower 
deck.  The  crew  w^git^b^^^O^l®* 
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mutiny,  or  anything  approaching  it.  It  i 
had  confidence  in  its  captain,  and  if  the 
voyage,  like  that  of  the  old  man-of- 
war,  was  ''all  the  way  and  back,"  the 
crew  would  stand  by  its  captain.  He 
did  not  like  to  have  to  deal  with  this 
question  on  the  ground  of  the  xelatioius 
of  Members  of  the  Conseryatdve  Parly 
to  their  Leader.  He  had  had  a  presenti- 
ment for  some  time  that  they  might  bye- 
and-bye  lose  some  of  his  hon.  friends. 
That  would  be  a  matter  of  great  penonal 
regret  to  him,  but  there  was  in  this  ques- 
tion a  far  higher  and  deeper  interest  than 
the  fortunes  of  any  Party.  It  was  the 
question  of  the  neoeuities  of  the  nation, 
and  behind  tiiat  lay  the  fntnie  of  the 
Empire. 

He  had  not  been  able  to  make  up  his 


titles  of  their  manu&ctun  as  to  maJce 
it  impossible  for  the  home  manufacturer 

to  continue  his  undertaking. 

BlR.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex.  Saffron 
Walden)  said  that  there  would  be  an 
equivalent  redaction  in  the  bneign 
countries. 

*Mr.  DUEE  said  that  whatever  liie 
result  might  be  in  protectionist  countxies, 
the  result  in  this  country  was  disastxoos 
to  the  manufacturer  and  detiimmtal 
to  the  workman.  That  was  a  result 
which  they  saw  repeated  with  monotonous 
reiteration  during  many  weeks  of  the 
present  winter.  They  had  heard  over 
and  over  again  of  this  firm  and  of  that 
finding  it  necessary  to  establish  their 


mind,  during  the  course  of  the  debate,  i  works  on  the  other  side  of  a  tariff  wall. 


whether  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were 
really  persuaded  that  there  was  in  the 
present  condition  of  industry  and  com- 
merce jji  this  country  a  cause  for  anxiety, 
a  cause  of  dao^er,  and  a  cause  of  mischief, 
or  whether  their  view  was  that  the  ap- 


He  did  not  know  whether  hon.  and 
right  hon.  C(entlemen  opposite  had 
made  up  their  minds  tiiat  the  state 
of  affairs  required  the  attention  of  states- 
men. The  declarations  of  the  Preaid«nt 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  been  misunder- 


prehensions  of  the  leaders  of  the  Con-  ]  stood  by  many  hon.  Members  on  his  own 
servative  Party  were  unfounded  and !  side  of  the  House,  and,  he  beUeved,  by 
imaginary.  He  had  read  words  which '  many  hon.  Members  opposite  also.  Tht 
fell  from  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  in  which  |  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  have 
he  said  that  the  excessive  tariffs  of  other  i  given  the  impression  that  thepolicy  of  tbe 
nations  had  inflicted,  and  stiH  inflict,  a  1  Qovemment  was  to  consider  whether,  at 
great  injury  upon  some  of  the  principal  1  some  future  and  remote  date  it  would  be 
industries  of  this  country.  The  right  desirable  to  ask  this  House  if  snne 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mon-  homeopathic  process  of  remedy  mi^t 
trose  Burghs,  in  moving  his  Amend- 1  be  applied  in  some  glaring  instance 
ment,  said  he  saw  cause  for  anxiety  in  of  wrong.  He  thought  he  was  jnsti- 
many  things  which  had  happened  in  the  '  fied  in  saying  that  that  was  mis- 
coarse  of  the  last  few  years.  Hon.  j  stating  the  policy  of  the  Govemmsot. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  aware,  as  they  <  If  it  were  possible  that  His  Majest^s 
on  tiiat  side  were  aware,  of  phenonema  I  Government  could  have  renounced  the 
with  reference  to  industries  m  this  I  view  stated  by  the  Prime  Minister  tliat 
country  which  could  not  be  misunder-  this  was  a  serious  question,  that  evil 
stood.  Hardly  a  week  passed  but  they  and  mischief  were  now  occurring  which 
saw  reports  of  furnaces  being  shut  down  ought  to  be  dealt  with,  then  perhaps  it 
and  mills  closed  in  the  steel  industry,  1  might  have  not  mattered  much  so  far 
not  because  of  any  decline  in  the  con-  '  as  trade  and  commerce  were  concerned 


whether  this  Amendment  were  carried 
or  not.  He  did  not  believe  it  of 
the  Government.  The  attitade  of 
hon.  Members  on  Monday  night  rather 


sumption  of  the  goods  they  produced,  not 
because  of  any  inadequate  or  useless 
appliances,  not  because  of  want  of  enter- 
prise by  the  manufacturer,  not  because 

of  any  trade  disputes  on  the  part  of  the  |  reminded  him  of  the  story  of  the  bene- 
workmen,  but  because  foreign  manufac-  |  volent  traveller  and  the  mongoose.  He 
turers  combined  behind  tariff  walls,  ^  met  an  unhappy  man  who  was  afflicted 
and  by  trusts  and  cartels  were  able  to  |  with  the  idea  that  he  saw  snakes.  He 
deposit  in  this  country,  at  a  price  with ,  offered  to  produce  a  mongoose  ^lich 
which  it  was  impossible  for  the  home  j  woold  get  rid  of  them;  the  sufferer  replied 
nwnnfacturer  to  compete,  such  qaan-  they  were  not  real  8nake%.whereuxK>n^thDf 
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Samaritan  explained,  "  The  advantage 
is  that  mine  is  not  a  real  mongoose." 
[Aii  Hon.  Mehbeb  asked  who  were  the 
snakes  ?]  The  hon.  Member  must  work 
that  out  for  himself.  It  did  seem  to  him 
on  Monday  night  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  <^ered  to  enter  into  a  kind  of 
make-believe  that  there  was  a  real  danger 
provided  the  Ministry  would  join  them 
in  make-belief»  and  limit  thnnsslves  to  a 
make  belief  remedy.  He  did  not,  however, 
think  that  the  comitry  was  ready  to  dis- 
regard the  phenomena  of  the  industrial 
situation  to  which  he  had  referred.  That 
was  a  question  of  fact.  Every  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  spoken  had  felt  bound,  in 
view  of  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the 
country  at  la^  on  tus  subject,  to  admit 
t^at  there  was  danger  and  mischief; 
and  if  that  were  so,  was  it  not  the  bnsi- 
neea  of  the  Government  to  provide  a 
remedy  ?  His  only  complaint  with  re- 
gard to  the  policy  of  retaliation  which 
had  been  definitely  adopted  by  Ministers 
was  that  they  did  not  say  to  what,  and 
when,  and  how  it  would  be  applied.  He 
regretted  that  the  Government  did  not 
see  their  way  now  to  define  the  measures 
they  proposed,  and  the  area  in  the  field 
of  mischief  to  which  they  would  be  applied , 
and  he  hoped  that  one  result  of  the  de- 
bate would  be  that  Ministers  would  crys- 
tallise into  some  form  which  would  make 
action  possible — the  conclusions  at  which 
they  had  arrived  as  to  the  particular  acts 
of  foreign  countries  against  which  this 
country  had  cause  of  complaint,  and  in 
regard  to  which  this  country  was  entitled 
to  take  action,  and  the  methods  by  which, 
in  their  view,  it  was  desirable  that  action 
should  be  taken.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  Minist^  would  find  the  people  of  this 
country,  either  manufacturers  or  work- 
men, uncharitable  critics  of  their  conclu- 
sions or  proposals. 

He  would  pass  from  the  question 
of  fact.  No  one  could  have  listened 
to  the  speeches  of  the  debate  with- 
out seeing  how  impossible  it  was  for 
hon.  Members  to  convert  one  another. 
The  doctrines  of  Cobden  were  accepted 
almost  as  if  they  had  been  inspired  ;  but 
he  took  to  himbelf  the  consolation  that 
this  was  a  practical  question.  It  was 
believed  in  the  country  to  be  a  simple 
question,  and  he  thought  that  the  atti- 
tude of  the  people  in  this  country  with 
regard  to  the  authorities  which  were  being  | 


arrayed  against  them  was  an  attitude  of 
revolt.  Let  tbem  see  in  the  light  of  the 
two  recent  instances  how  the  matter 
stood,  and  how  the  interests  of  the 
country  were  served  when  we  came  to 
govern  our  conduct  in  serious  afEairs 
by  texts  and  maxims  laid  down  in  past 
t^es,  by  competent  penons  no  doubt, 
but  which  were  texts  of  human  origin. 
There  were  two  conspicuous  instances — 
there  was  the  instance  of  the  conflict  fjkat 
arose  between  Canada  and  Germany  with 
regard  to  the  preference  given  by  the 
former  to  this  country.  "Hiat  was  not 
settled  by  reference  to  economic  texts. 
It  was  settled  in  defiance  of  political 
economy  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  was  settled 
m  such  a  way  as  to  prove  our  deter- 
mination to  resist  any  external  attempt 
to  sever  the  unity  of  the  Empire  by 
the  use  of  those  unaue  tarifEs,  undue 
measures  of  commercial  legislation,  which 
it  was  proposed  by  Germany  to  employ 
against  Canada.  Another  illustration, 
which  could  not  be  regarded  with  the 
sams  amount  of  satisfaction,  was  the  com 
duty.  We  happened  lately  to  have  a 
com  duty  which  did  not  hurt  a  living 
soul  in  the  country,  and  one  day  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  announced 
that  it  was  to  be  taken  off.  The  first 
criticism  that  reached  him  was, "  You  had 
much  better  have  kept  it  and  established 
old-age  pensions"— and  that  was  a  clt^' 
ciam  that  did  not  come  from  anyone  on 
the  Conservative  side  of  the  House. 
Every  one  knew  that  that  tax  did  not,  in 
fact,  raise  the  price  of  bread  by  one 
farthing,  and  in  regard  to  that  tax  a  pro- 
posal came  from  Canada  which  said: 
"  You  have  got  this  tax ;  it  does  not  hurt 
you,  and,  tlierefore.  out  of  that  £2,500.000 
which  you  are  getting  give  us  something 
in  exchange  for  advantages  we  will  give 
you  in  order  to  show  that  you  are 
walking  in  the  same  paths  with  us  towards 
Imperial  progress  and  Imperial  unity.*' 
That  might  have  been  done  but  for  the 
fact  that  one  Minister  in  the  Government 
had  such  exaggerated  devotion  for  certain 
maxims  about  taxation  that  he  was 
prepared  to  resign  his  position  rather  tAian 
to  consent  to  this  course  in  the  interests 
of  Canada.  When  men  came  to  consider 
the  effect  of  what  was  called  the  free- 
trade  doctrine,  in  the  first  tostance,  as  it 
affected  this  countE^zandMD^Udmi&id 
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as  it  affected  Canada  and  the  rest  of  the 
Colonies,  he  had  not  very  much  douht  as 
to  the  judgment  at  which  they  would 
arrive  aftd  the  course  which  they  would 
pursue.  We  were  not  going  to  be  satis- 
fied much  longer  with  a  solution  of 
these  questions  which  depended  upon  the 
servitude  to  the  letter  of  a  dead  and 
inapplicable  text.  There  had  been  no 
each  devotion  to  the  dead  letter  since 
the  time  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and 
he  looked  for  the  end  of  that  tyranny. 


What  was  the  position  in  which  we 
now  stood  with  regard  to  the  Colo* 
nies  ?    For  nearly  a  life-time  the  con- 
stant cry  of  the  Colonies  to  this  country 
had  been  "  try  preferential  trade."  That 
cry,  which  had  been  heard  over  and  over 
again,   began  in  Canada,  where  tiiey 
had    the  American    system  in  full 
operation  under  their  eye,  but  it  ex- 
tended to  all  the  Colonies.  It  was  re- 
peated by  Ministers  of  those  Colonies  at 
successive  conferences,  and,  down  to  the 
year  1896,  it  met  from  Ministers  of 
both.  Parties  in  the  State  a  flat  and  un- 
ccnnpzomising  negative.   Then  in  1897 
Canada,  with  a  courage  and  devotion  not 
often  recognised,  on  her  own  initiative 
gave  us  a  rebate  of  her  duties  of  25  per 
cent.,  which  she  subsequently  increased 
to  33  per  cent.    It  had  often  been  said 
l^t  that  was  worth  nothing  to  hb.  But 
it.  cost  Canada  something.    The  h 
i»  Ctmada  by  that  patriotic  act  was 
£2,000,000  or  £3,000,000,  which  was  not 
a  small  sum  to  a  young  country.  The 
result  of  that  was  immediate  action  on 
the  ,  part  -of  Grermauy.   Germany  saw 
the  danger,  from  the  German  point  of 
view,  of  that  act  and  dealt  with  the  matter 
severely.   Now,  hon.  Members  who  had 
read  the  correspondence  knew  that  it  was 
the  present  Government  who  denounced 
the  treaty  which  gave  Germany  a  right 
to  complain  of  the  action  of  Canada  in 
this  matter.   In  1902  this  Grovemment, 
perfectiy  aware  of  the  desires  the  Colonies 
had  so  long  cherished  in  this  regard 
— desires  which  had  been  so  long  repelled 
— invited  the  cdionial  lepieaentatives  in 
London  to  discuos  the  case  of  Imperia 
preference — a  discussion  opened  by 
speech  of  tiie  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Binnin^^m,  in  which  he  explained  that 
it  .was  the  desire  of  the  Government  to 
take    acoonnt  of    this  question  o 
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Imp€uial  preference  and  to  know  what 
was  its  ptaotioal  shape  in  the  minds  of 
the  Cokmies.  It  was  a  relief  to  him  on 
the  previous  evening  to  learn  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary that  the  Government  had  not  de- 
parted from  that  position.  The  matter  im- 
mediately before  the  House  was  to  con- 
sider whetherthis  Government,  which  took 
a  real  view  of  real  dangers,  and  which 
desired  to  meet  them  with  real  remediea, 
should  have  an  opportonitrjr  of  formulating 
its  policy,  at  the  same  time  placing  no 
impediment  in  the  way  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentieman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, and  those  who  believed  in  his  policy, 
to  prevent  theii  placing  his  proposals  before 
the  oooidiy.  llien  they  imght  be  able  to 
say  to  onr  bretiiren  in  the  Colonies  that 
we  would  walk  with  them  reasonably 
and  cautiously  in  the  path  in  which 
we  were   invited  to  walk  —  the  path 
which  had  proved  for  them  a  path  of  pros- 
perity. The  alternative  was  that  theyshould 
be  left  each  to  take  their  separate  indi- 
vidual course.   He  wopld  deplore  that 
posnbility  more  than  the  defeat  of  the 
Government  or  any  member  of  it.  He 
believed  that  the  path  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham had  marked  out  with  regard  to 
the  future  was  the  right  path  ;  the  goal 
was  the  right  goal,  and  it  wae  consistent 
with  the  Lnpcxial  past  ot  this  country. 
He  trusted  that  it  wonld  produce  an 
Imperial.prosperons  and  beneficial  future. 
At  any  rate,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
upon  the  question  of  the  moderate  and 
cautious  proposals  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
which   in  no    way   contradicted  the 
proposals  of  the  ngjit  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  he  trusted 
that  the  Govenunent  would  listen  to  the 
advice  of  their  hearty  supporters,  the. 
great  body  of  their  supporters,  who  had 
confidence  in  their  judgment  and  loyalty, 
and  that  they  would  not  be  afraid  of  the 
posability  that  a  few  young  gentiemen  on 
that  side  of  the  Houss  mi^t  perhaps  join 
the  legitimate  Opposition. 


Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire)  said 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Plymouth,  who 
had  spoken  last,  had  favonndthe  House 
with  a  nautical  simile,  and  had  said 
that  whatever  action  some  of  his  Party 
might  take  he  would  bejoyal  to  his. 
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captain.  Which  captain  did  the  hon. 
Member  mean  ?  The  one  who  had  left 
or  the  one  who  now  governed  the  ship  % 
The  hon.  Member  had  told  the  House 
that  he  had  been  sunk  in  the  depths  of 
despair  by  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  because  he  thought  the  policy 
of  the  Government  was  free  trade ;  but 
that  then  he  had  heard  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary  and 
was  buoyed  up  to  the  pitch  of  enthusiasm. 
He  (Mr.  Orombie)  thj)ught  the  policy  of 
the  Government  must  be  like  the  mon- 
goose in  the  story  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  told  them.  It  was  not  real.  He 
had  heard  the  speeches  of  four  Ministers, 
which  were  somewhat  contradictory. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  said  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  entombed  in  the  breast  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  so  &r  as  the  right 
hon .  Gentleman  was  concerned  that  might 
have  been  the  case,  but  the  other  Ministers 
who  had  spoken  seemed  to  be  quite 
aware  of  what  the  policy  was.  The 
revelations  which  had  been  made  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
shown  the  House  that  the  Government 
itself,  like  the  beast  in  Revelations,  was 
a  winged  beast,  and  it  was  only  natural 
that  hom  such  a  Ministry  they  should 
have  an  extremely  hybrid  policy.  That 
policy  was  to  put  on  protective  duties 
in  order  to  extend  the  area  of  free  trade. 
That  was  the  retaliation  policy  of  the 
Government.  If  he  might  indulge  in 
metaphor  he  would  compare  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  an  imperial  pint 
measure  filled  with  the  most  potent  pro- 
tection liquor  with  a  free  trade  label  on  the 
outside. 

Speaking  as  a  practical  manufacturer, 
the  question  he  would  like  to  ask 
was  how  would  the  policy  of  protective 
retaliation  or  retaliatory  protection, 
which  ever  they  might  call  it,  affect 
the  woollen  industry  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged? They  had  been  told  that  the 
woollen  industry  was  threatened ;  it  was 
threatened  by  a  return  to  protection. 
He  was  not  old  enough  to  remember  the 
days  of  protectioUj  but  the  firm  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  during  the  first  forty 
years  of  the  last  century  enjoyed  the 
blessing  of  protection.  Those  years  ought 
to   have  been  prosperous  years,  but 


curiously  enough  they  were  years  of 
stress  and  struggle  and  adversity,  while 
the  intervening  sixty  years  of  free  trade, 
between  now  and  then,  had  been  years 
of  peace  and  prosperity  for  the  business. 
He  admitted  tihat  daring  the  last  twenty 
years  the  woollen  imports  had  grown 
considerably,  but  they  were  imports  of 
goods  which  foreigners  could  make  cheaper 
and  better  than  we  ourselves.  In  this 
country  every  woollen  nuinuf acturer  had  a 
speciality  of  his  own  on  which  he  made 
his  money,  and  it  did  not  pay  him  to 
manufacture  the  speciahty  of  his  neigh- 
bour, and  that  system  enabled  the 
foreigners  to  take  what  we  made  ex- 
ceptionally well  in  exchange  for  the  goods 
they  sent  here.  Although  there  is  a 
tariff  put  on  everything  they  used  we 
were  able  to  sell  our  goods  in  France, 
Germany,  and  America,  because  we  pur- 
chased everything  we  made  in  the 
cheapest  markets  of  the  world.  Free 
imports  were  the  secret  of  the  strength 
of  the  British  manufacturer.  It  WdS  the 
free  imports  that  made  our  exports  the 
greatest  exports  in  the  world,  and  now 
came  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  with  a 
proposal  which,  if  accepted,  would  destroy 
t^e  strength  of  the  woollen  industry  by 
cutting  off  the  secret  of  that  strength  as 
the  hair  of  Samson  was  cut  off  by  Delilah. 
Were  they  going  to  put  a  on  wool, 
that  was  the  product  of  Australia  ?  Sup- 
posing the  right  hon.  GentJeman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  discovered 
that  Australia  wanted  a  preference,  was 
it  suggested  that  that  preference  should 
be  given  on  wool  ?  Fifteen  years  ago  the 
woollen  trade  used  to  use  logwood  for 
dyeing,  and  they  were  beaten  by  foreign 
dyes,  but  the  result  had  been  that  they 
had  imported  the  foreign  dye  and  could 
now  dye  as  well  as  foreigners.  His  own 
trade  as  a  woollen  manufacturer  would 
be  absolutely  ruined  if  it  were  handi- 
capped by  duties  put  upon  dyes,  machin- 
ery, and  carding  materials.  He  looked 
upon  the  McEinley  Tariff  with  absolute 
detestation,  because  it  shut  him  off  from 
valuable  customers,  bu^  while  he  recog- 
nised that  fact,  he  also  rect^inised  that  it 
shut  out  most  {ormidable  competitors. 
The  American  patent  loom,  so  largely 
used  to*day,  was  now  made  in  Yorkshire 
by  English  workmen  and  English  capital, 
because  the  inveijto^^^^  jag^j^^^ipori; 


1 227       Sing's  Speech  {Motim       { CX)MMONS} 


for  an  Address). 


122d 


it  cheaply  enough  to  this  country,  and, 
had.  therefore,  to  dispose  of  the  patent 
here.  High  tariffs  threw  ub  into  the  arms 
of  the  Colonies.  Thus  McKinley  and 
Prince  Bismarck  had  been  "  missionaries 
of  Empire  "  and  had  done  more  for  our 
trade  with  the  Colonies  than  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham.  He  did  not  ask 
hon.  Membezs  opposite  to  "  think  Im- 
perially," but  to  think  dearly.  If  they 
wanted  protection,  it  was  feasible ;  re- 
taliation was  feasible,  preferential  duties 
were  feasible ;  but  to  clamour  for  all 
these  at  the  same  time  was  to  ask  for 
things  contradictory  to  one  another. 
For  his  part  he  was  contented  with  free 
trade. 


Mb.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  SM.)  said 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Opposition  to 
oppose,  and  naturally  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  revelled  in  a  vote  of  censure. 
He  looked  upon  this  Amendment  as  a  test 
to  the  Conservative  Party  of  the  principles 
which  differentiated  free  trade  from  pro- 
tection. Parties  were  always  with  them, 
but  principles — ^well,  it  remuned  to  be 
seen.  He  had  looked  forward  to  the 
wportunity  of  hearing  the  Prime  Minister 
clearing  up  the  doubts  which  had  exer- 
cised the  minds  of  many  of  his  supporters 
during  the  past  six  months,  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  the  head  of  the 
Unionist  Party,  and  its  members  loyally 
responded  to  his  efforts  in  its  behalf. 
He  thought  that  the  Prime  Minister  of  a 
Qovemment  might  be  likened  to  the 
truner  of  a  racing  establishment  who  was 
responsible  for  the  training  and  running 
of  his  horses.  If  the  "public  form"  of 
those  horses  was  outrageously  inconsistent 
tiie  trainer  might  be  called  upon  for  an 
explanation.  This  demand  was  not 
necessarily  any  reflection  on  the 
ability  or  honesty  of  the  trainer,  because 
the  faults  in  the  horse  might  be  due  to 
outside  influence,  or  to  the  animal  itself, 
in  which  case  it  was  usually  drafted  from 
the  stable .  There  was  another  rule  on  the 
Turf.  The  trainer  wa^  fined  for  every 
horse  that  ran  in  the  wrong  colours.  He 
could  not  remain  satisfied  with  the 
"  public  form  "  of  the  representative<(  of 
the  Government,  for  they  were  not  run- 
ning in  the  colours  which  were  now 
printed  on  the  official  card.  This  state 
4>f  confusion  had  been  going  on  for  some 
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time.    He  had  never  com|>lained  that 
they  had  no  "  settled  convictions,**  and  he 
thought  that  it  was  conrageom  on  the  part 
of  the  Prime  Minister  to  stand  up  and  say 
that  he  had  no  "settled  convictions." 
But  he  did  remonstrate  with  the  Govern- 
ment that,  inasmuch  as  thsy  had  no 
settled  convicticms  of  their  own,  tJiey 
ought  to  have  observed  an  attitude  ol 
neutrality  to  those  of  their  foUowera  who 
had.  Had  this  been  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  1     The  House  wanted  a 
discussion  on  this  subject  last  year,  but 
the    opportunity'  was    refused.  The 
opponents  of  the  fiscal  policy  were  told  to 
bring  forward  a  vote  of  censure,  and  this 
they  had  now  done.   In  the  meantime, 
however,   the  Government  had  given 
an  unfair  advantage  to  one  section 
of  their  Party.      By  postponing  this 
discussion  in  Farliament  for  nine  montiia 
the  ex-Colonial  Secretary  had  made  good 
use  of  his  opportunity,  and  the  otho^ 
section  of  the  Party  and  the  Opposition 
were  now  attempting  to  catch  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  up.  Why  ?  He  thoa^t 
that  it  had  been   owing  to  the  by- 
elections,  for  the  cause  of  which  through 
the  death  of  hon.  Membars  there  could 
be  no  fesling  except  one  of  profound 
regret.    But  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
newspaper  Frees  was  on  the  side  of  the 
fiscal  reform  advocates,  and  if  there  had 
been  no  by*elections  to  test  1h.e  feeling 
of  the  country,  it  would  have  been 
believed  abroaid  that  the  ex-Colonial 
Secretary  was  sweeping  the  country. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  opinion 'would 
hive  gone  forth  to  the  world  that  Great 
Britain  was  a  protectionist  country  and 
that  all  the  Colonies  had  adopted  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  That 
would  have  oansad  more  dialocition  of 
trade  than  had  already  taken  plac3.  He 
wished  the  Government  to  consider  their 
position.    The  Government  knew  well 
that  a  large  section  of  their  Party  was 
opposed  to  the  proposals  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.     Personally  he  had  been 
treated   with   scant   courtesy  by  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Party  in  his  constituenqy. 
No  word  of  sympathy  or  of  help  had 
come  from  the  Government ;  all  the 
sympathy  and  assistance  had  come  from 
the   other  side.    He  now  asked  the 
Govemmsnt  to  consider  the  forces  they 
had  to  contend  with,  beciuae  they  were 
very  great.    It  was  said  that  all  the 
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an  aigmnent  that  might  be  carried  too 
far.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  wished 
"  to  think  continentaUy."  That  was  the 
saying  of  an  American  statesman  quoted 
by  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary.  He  pre- 
ferred the  Baying  of  a  bnums  Englishman, 
not  an  imported  saying.  John  Uilton, 
the  great  poet  and  stateaman,  said — 

"  Let  Eog^d  narcr  lorget  h«r  precedence  in 
teaching  naUona  bow  to  fire." 

The  free-trade  TJmonistB  had  had  to  con- 
tend not  only  against  poetry  and  songs,  bat 
agfuntt  the  literature  of  the  Tariff  Reftnm 
League,  and  in  that  the  league  was 
supreme  and  unapproachable.  Then  the 
letters  of  Sir  Henry  Howorth  must  have 
an  effect  on  any  cause  which  he  espoused 
— an  effect  which  was  quite  incalculable. 
Those  letters  would  be  invaluable  to  the 
historian  of  the  Aiture  who  wished  to 
depict  tiie  manners  and  customs  of  the 
tariff  reformers.  Among  other  letter- 
writers,  the  hon.  Member  for  Central 
Bradford  had  taken  under  his  protection 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  trade  of  Brad- 
ford, while  the  hon.  Member  for  Tun- 
bridge  Wells  had  performed  the  same 
kindly  office  for  the  late  Coloniid  Secretary 
and  the  county  of  Kent.  EWa  the  latter 
hon.  Member  a  letter  generally  appeared 
at  the  necessary  moment,  and  it  received 
an  answer  from  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham.  The  hon. 
Member  asked  in  one  letter  if  protection 
would  be  extended  to  hops,  and  he  received 
an  answer  that  hops  would  be  considered. 
Did  the  hon  Member  lorCentral  Bradford 
agree  with  tiiat  dictum  of  his  leader  ? 

Mr.  WANKLTN  (Bradford,  Central): 
Perhaps  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
replying  later. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  suggested  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  it  would  be  conducing  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  to  have 
high-priced  hops  in  Kent  and  high-priced 
beer  in  Bradford.  But  Kent  did  not 
live  by  hops  alone.  It  was  one  of  the 
lai^est  sheep-producing  counties  in 
Enf^d.  The  hon.  Member  for  Tun- 
bridge  Wells  had  been  thinking  of  hops ; 
but  suppose  his  brain  should  turn  to 
wool.  Would  the  hon.  Member  for  Brad- 
ford support  a  tax  on  wool  for  the  benefit 
of  Kent  ?  In  one  of  Mr.  Joseph  Brails- 
ford's  letters  there  was  the  statement 
that    foreign    countries^  were  i  wiser 
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business  men  were  against  the  free- 
trader, and  he  had  read  in  the  newspapers 
that  an  hon.  Member  was  reported  to 
have  said,  referring  to  the  right  hon. 
Bfember  for  East.Fife,  that  he  was  only  a 
lawyer  and  could  not  have  a  sound 
opinicm  on  this  subject*  that  the  country 
}aA  been  too  hmg  governed  by  lawyers 
and  tbe  aristociacy. 

Mb.  BENWICK  (Newcasfcle-on-Tyiie) : 
Hear,  hear ! 

Mb.  LAMBTON,  continuing,  said  the 
same  hon.  Member  told  them  thatl^  sons 
<A  Dnkesweregoing  about  opposing  the  ez- 
Colonial  Secretary  because  they  knew 
that  the  doom  of  the  lawyers  and  the 
aristocracy  was  sealed.    A  few  weeks 
later  the  hon.  Member  for  Newcastle 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  election  at  | 
Oateshead;  and  in  its  results  he  con-  ! 
gratolated  the  hon.  Blember  <m  the  doom  I 
of  the  aristocrats  there.   They  had  also  , 
been  called  Cobdenites,  and  he  wished  to  I 
inform  these  hon.  Members  that  he  was  | 
not  a  Cobdenite,  but  a  free-trader.  Free 
trade  was  no  more  invented  by  Mr.  ■ 
Cobden  than  protection  was  invented  by  ; 
the  ex-Colonial  Secretary.    The  predic- 1 
tions  of  Mr.  Cobden  had  no  more  to  do  \ 
witii  him  than  tiie  predictions  of  Mother 
Shipton.    It  was  also  said  that  Mr. ' 
Cobden  made  many  mistakes  ;  but  the  i 
modern  missionary  of  protection   had  | 
made  more  mistakes  in  six  months  than  i 
Mr.  Cobden  did  in  the  whole  of  his  j 
career.    The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of : 
Trade  had  taken  up  the  "all  fools"! 
aq^nment  of  the  ez-OoIooial  Secretary  to  | 
the  effect  that  nearly  every  conntxy 
was  protectionist  except  ourselves;  there- 
fore it  was  asked,  "  are  they  all  fools  1  " 
The  same  argument  was  used  in  this  House 
the  other  night.     How  far  did  the  hon. 
Qendeman  mean  to  carry  his  opinion, 
for  it  could  not  only  be  applied,  to  the 
.fiscal    question?     There   were  other 
rsubjectB  in  whic^  we  mifj^t  copy  foreign 
nations.   If  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  envied  these  countries  their 
protection,  did  he  also  envy  them  their 
conacription,    their   morals,    or  their 
religion  1     The  members  of  the  Christian 
-  Church  were  in  a  minority  in  the  world, 
but  did  the  htm.  Member  contemplate  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca  with  a  hankering 
.after  the  haiem.of  the  Turk  ?   That  was 
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than  we»  becaiue  when  they  had 
a  boom  they  kept  it  to  themselves. 
But  how  long  had  the  interests  of  the 
producer  been  snch  a  matter  of  great 
consideration  ?  A  few  years  ago  there 
was  a  boom  in  coal  which  was  not 
reoeived  with  much  favour  by  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  in  which  the  coal  pro- 
ducer did  not  meet  with  mach  sympathy. 
It  was  even  su^eated  that  aa  tibe  miners 
had  benefited  by  the  war  it  was  fair  to 
tax  them.  The  ex-Colonial  Secretary 
made  a  speech  and  referred  to  this  point. 
He  went  down  to  Birmingham  and  there 
he  stated  that  the  duty  on  coal  was  paid 
either  by  the  coalowners  or  the  foreigners 
who  bought  the  coal.  That  was  the 
opinion  of  the  ez-Cdonial  Secretary. 
Ihe  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
suggested  that  the  miners  of  this  country 
had  benefited  by  the  war,  and  said  that 
as  they  had  benefited  it  was  only  fair  to 
tax  them.  Was  the  same  principl  to  be 
followed  in  respect  of  any  particular  trade 
that  benefited  by  retaliation  ?  That  was 
one  of  the  questions  which  would  have  to 
bs  considered  by  the  TariS  Commission. 

He  had  told  his  constituents  that  he 
should  oppose  any  advance  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  late  Colonial  Secretary's 
policy.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Member  f  r  West  Birmingham,  he  ad- 
mitted, was  actuated  by  high  motives  and 
he  had  dreamt  of  a  mighty  Empire. 
Other  people  had  dreamt  of  great 
Empires,  and  some  countries  had  waded 
through  oceans  of  blood  to  gain  them, 
but  the  ex -Colonial  Secretary  proposed  to 
gain  this  mighty  Empire  by  restrictions 
on  trade.  He  did  not  think  that  was  a  , 
wise  plan.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  underrated  the  loyalty  of  the  Colonies, 
which  bad  never  been  greater  than  in 
lecent  years.  If  Queen  Victoria's  name 
had  been  received  thiou^out  the 
English-speakUig  world  with  snch 
enthusiasm,  why  was  it  ?  Because  she 
was  the  freedom-loving  Sovereign  of  a 
free  people,  and  not  because  of  anything 
she  could  give.  When  his  constituents 
asked  him  whether  he  was  in  favour  of 
the  Prime  Minister's  policy,  he  replied 
that  his  intellect  was  not  rente  enough  to 
follow  that  policy.  But  he  gave  a 
definition  of  his  own  policy  which  was 
practaoally  that  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  without  the  protectionist 
part.  He  said  to  his  constituents  that  he 
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would  go  80  for,  but  not  an  inch  further ; 
that  he  would  oppose  thooe  membtfa  of 
the  Government  who  supported  the  polioy 
of  the  ex-Colonial  Secretary,  and  that 
would  ask  the  Pnme  .  Minister  to  choose 
between  such  Ministers  and  himself.  The 
House  had  heard  a  remarkable  series  of 
speeches  from  this  fr«e-trade  Govern- 
ment. A  great  deal  had  been  written  <m 
the  slate,  but  each  Minister  robbed  ofi 
what  the  one  before  him  had  written. 
Adapting  some  well-known  linea,  he 
might  say  of  the  Governmeut — 

*'  You  may  break,  yoa  nuy  diatttr,  the  date 
if  yoa  will 

But  the  sooit  of  proteotim  will  haiw  Tomid 

it  Btill." 

He  loyally  supported  the  polioy  of  the 
Prime  Minister  as  announced  by  him,  but 
he  objected  to  that  policy  being  made  a 
stepping-stone  to  a  farther  poUcy.  He 
intended  to  vote  for  the  Amendment. 
He  did  not  know  how  he  stood  in  the 
books  of  the  Whips;  but  he  maintained 
that  he  was  acting  with  perfect  loyalty 
to  the  Government,  to  his  principles,  and 
to  his  Party  in  taking  that  course.  He 
had  been  one  of  the  first  on  that  side  to 
warn  the  Government  against  tampering 
with  free-trade  principles.  Three  years 
ago,  when  they  introduced  this  clumge 
in  the  fiscal  system  of  the  country  by 
their  export  duty  on  coal,  he  b^|;ged 
them  not  to  taste  blood,  and  he  told  them 
what  the  inevitable  end  would  be  if  they 
did.  If  that  end  was  now  in  sight  it  was 
not  his  fault,  and  he  was  not  responsible, 
and  he  was  perfectly  convinced  that,  if 
he  supported  the  Government  on  this 
occasion,  he  would  not  be  doing  his  duty 
either  to  his  constituents  or  to  his  own 
conscience. 

*Mb.  RENWICK  said  he  had  read 
in  a  newspaper  that  in  this  debate 
no  star  was  to  speak  to-day.  When  he 
read  that  he  said  "Thank  heaven,  we 
have  had  enough  of  stars  in  the  debate.** 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  they  were  going 
now  to  have  speeches  of  a  practicju 
character.  He  thought  that  had  been 
the  case  so  far  with  the  debate  to- 
day. The  hon.  Member  for  Sonth-Bast 
Durham  had  referred  to  speeches 
which  he  himself  had  made  %m 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead.  In  answer  t» 
what  the  hon.  Member  said,  he  would 
say  first  that  he  took  a  oonsidenble  and 
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an  actiTe  .part  in  the  Oateahead  I'lection, 
and  he  thought  there  was  noUiing  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  connection  with  the  result. 
The  Unionistcandidate  polled  1,304  votes 
more  than  ever  a  Unionist  polled  in  the 
constituency  before.  In  the  face  of 
figures  like  these,  who  could  say  that 
the  fiscal  pn^osals  were  loeing  to  the 
Party  any  of  tAieir  followers  ?  But 
there  was  something  else  in  connection 
with  the  Gateshead  election  which  would 
be  heard  of  in  this  House  hereafter,  and 
that  was  that  the  election  was  not  fought 
on  the  fiscal  proposals,  but  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Home  Rule.  It  was  claimed  by 
the  Leader  of  the  Home  Rule  Party 
as  a  direct  victory  for  Home  Rule. 
In  a  roeeob  made  after  election,  he 
himseu  said,  and  he  repeated  the  state* 
mentnow,  that  the  Member  for  Gateshead 
had  sold  himself  body  and  son!  to  the 
Home  Rule  party.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South-Bast  Durham  had  also  said  that,  in 
referring  to  a  speech  of  the  htm.  Member 
for  East  Fife  he  asked,  "What  do 
lawyers  know  on  the  subject  V  adding 
that  we  had  been  too  long  ruled  by 
lawyers.  He  wished  to  tell  the  House  he 
was  speaking  then  under  a  sense  of  what 
he  felt  to  be  a  slight  on  the  manufacturers 
of  this  country,  when  he  found  that  sons 
of  Dukes'and  other  members  of  the  aristoc- 
racy were  going  about  the  country  telling 
manufacturers  that  they  did  not  under- 
stand their  business,  and  that  they 
ought  to  employ  better  machinery  and 
better  methods.  He  was  proud  t^t  he  did 
say,  "What  on  earth  do  they  know  of 
manufacturers,  and  the  struggles  of 
manufacturers?"  What  did  they  know  of 
the  min  of  factories,  even  in  tha  Tyne- 
side  district  ?  He  recently  accompanied 
the  Mayor  of  a  Tyneside  boiongh  to  a  new 
forge  which  was  fitted  up  with  the  latest 
machineiT'  at  a  cost,  he  thoa^t,  of  £50,000. 
Not  one  piece  of  the  machinery  there  had 
ever  been  turned  on  except  for  experimen- 
tal purposes,  and  this  was  entirely  owing 
to  imports  from  Qennany  which  came 
into  oar  madcets.  That  was  a  forge  which 
if  in  <9eia1aon,  would  give  employment  to 
between  300  and  400  men.  Such  forges 
were  not  only  on  the  Tyne,  but  also  on 
the  Wear,  and  in  the  distriot.  They 
were  told  by  an  hon.  Member 
opposite  of  t^e  prosperity  of  the 
r.>iftiwi«ftl  industry  in  which  he  was  inter- 
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ested,  but  he  did  not  tell  them  that  his 
company  were  the  possesscns  <d  a  most 
valuable  monopoly,  and  that  other  manu- 
facturers could  not  use  the  same  patent. 
The  hon .  Member  also  did  not  tell 
them  that  while  hi8  company  was  so 
prosperous  and  paying  from  60  to  100  per 
cent.,  in  recent  years  other  chemical|maQu* 
factorers  had  to  close  their  factwies.'^^Nor 
yet  did  he  remind  the  House  when  he 
talked  ci  the  chemical  industry  of  the 
Tyneside  that,  by  the  new  Russian],  and 
Austrian  tarifis,  duties  of  from  100  to' 200 
per  cent,  would  be  imposed  on  manu- 
factures from  Tyneside,  whichi  would 
entirely  destroy  the  export]  to]  those 
countries.  Facts  like  these  made  tiiem 
indignant  when  they  were  told  by  lawyccs 
and  young  aristocrats  how  they  should 
conduct  their  business.  He  knew  these 
hon.  and  ri^it  hon.  Oentlemen^^  had 
done  good  service  to  the  State,  but  do 
not  let  tihem  go  down  to  the  country 
to  teaoh  manu^iotnrers  their  business*' 

He  wanted  to  make  his  positira  perfectly 
dear  in  regard  to  the  vote  which  he  ires 
g(nng  to  give  in  that  division.  He  was 
a  supporter— a  lo^al  supporter,  be 
trustect— of  His  Majesly's  Cfovemment, 
and  therefore  he  should  vote  againstTthe 
Amendment.  But  besides  being  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  in  their  poticy 
of  negotiation  and  retaliation  he  wasl  in 
favour  of  the  policy  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  fw  West  Birming- 
ham, and  he  considered  ^  there  was 
nothing  inconsistent  with  regard  to  their 
conduct  in  that  matter,  nor  inconsistent 
in  the  attitude  taken  up  by^the  Govern- 
ment. They  quite  acknowledged  that 
the  coimtry  was  not  yet  ripe  for  the 
policy  of  the  rig^t  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham;  but  he 
did  believe  it  was  ripe  for  t^e  poli^  of 
retaliation  and  negotiatifm.  Wi^  regard 
to  what  had  been  said  by  the  ton. 
Member  for  Derby,  who  would  welcome 
foreign  goods  dumped  into  this  country, 
he  asked  the  hon.  Member  if  he  would 
equally  welcome  the  foreign  workman 
who  made  the  goods,  because  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  for  the  coimtry  as  a 
whole  if  the  goods  were  made  in  this 
country  by  f<aeign  wo^men  rather  than 
that  they  should  be  made  abroad,  since 
in  that  case  the  money  earned  would  be 
spent  in  this  oountry  rather  Jt}ian  in  a 
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foreign  country.  Was  it  not  Hie  fact  that 
foreign  imported  goods  fixed  the  prices  of 
the  home  produce  1  Undoubtedly  they 
did.  Then  was  it  not  inconsistent  and 
ilh^cal  on  the  part  of  the  trades  imionists 
that  they  diould  allow  these  goods  made 
by  men  working  longer  houxs  for  les? 
wageB  to  come  into  the  country  free  of 
any  duty  whatever?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton stated  that  our  free-trade  policy 
had  been  ratified  by  the  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon 
sud  the  result  of  it  had  been  that  we  had 
wealth  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice. 
An  hon.  Member  opposite  had  reminded 
them  that  they  ought  to  r^ad  their 
Hansard,  He  had  been  taking  that 
advice,  and  he  found  that  the  ri^t  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
on  I3th  May,  1902,  said— 

"  niirty  par.  oent  of  the  popnlatioa  has  bem 
Aown  to  b«  in  a  state  hoTerinB  on  a  verge  of 
pOTsrt^  if  not  aotasUy  plnngM  into  it,  and  it 
is  those  people  who  wul  mffer." 

He  found  also  that  on  22nd  Ajaril, 
1902,  the  hon.  Member  for  Derby  said— 

"Not  only  are  there  a  large  flomber  of  workmen 
vmployed  at  18s.  and  10b.  per  week,  hot  hwe  in 
LondcHi  alone  there  are  about  600,000  people 
ftlwaya  ont  of  employment,  and  taking  the 
whoto  oonntfy  throughoat  we  find  by  the 
returns  diat  mere  are  nearty  1,00(^000  wturkmoa 
alw^s  out  of  employment." 

Did  these  people  participate  in  the 
wealth  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice  ? 
Did  they  thank  Heaven  that  we  had  had 
unpataUeled  prospeii^  because  of  free 
tndel  Ask  the  1.000,000 people  out  of  em- 
ployment what  their  opinion  was.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  had  a^ed  what 
railway  men  had  to  gain  by  any  alteration 
in  our  policy.  As  long  as  there  were 
1,000,000  people  out  of  employment 
there  would  always  be  more  people  de- 
manding woric  on  railways  thuB  the 
railway  oompanies  could  ^ve»  and 
so  Isha  rate  of  wages  would  be  kept  low. 
He  was  told  that  there  was  doubt  as  to 
the  state  of  poverty  in  the  country.  He 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  ascertain  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South 
Shields  said  in  r^rd  to  tiiat  mattw.  In 
the  debate  on  the  com  tax  on  12tii  May, 
1902,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  called 
attention  to  a  speech  by  the  Ifomber  for 

Mr.  Senwiek. 


West  Monmouth  on  the  number  of  paupen 
end  people  on  the  verge  of  destitution. 
He  said — 

"  We  are  aUa  to  give  the  proportion  of  tbU 
underfed  olaas  with  extreme  precision.  When 
I  last  addressed  the  House  on  this  nibject  on 
the  night  of  the  introduotion  of  the  Budget,  I 
gare  some  figures  from  Mr.  Rowntree'a  book 
with  regard  to  the  population  of  York.  I 
pointed  out  that  by  a  most  admirable  oaloola 
Hon  Mr.  Rowntoee  bad  given  the  family  budgets 
<A  1,466  families.  He  niowed  that  theaspeoiria 
were  systematically  underfed.." 

He  also  pointed  out  that  tiie  dietary 
of  these  people  was  systematicsUy  and 
necessarily  less  than  the  workhouse  scale 
of  diet.  Had  they  then  reason  to  bless 
the  so-oalled  unparalleled  prosperity  and 
wealth  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarioe  ? 
He  maintained  that  as  long  as  Ihey  had 
1,000,000  people  cat  ot  employment  and 
others  always  on  the  verge  of  starration. 
there  was  ample  jastificstioi  on 
their  part  for  having  raised  this  most 
important  question .  He  maintained 
that  the  fiscal  proposals  should  be  care- 
full  considered  when  there  was  such  a 
lamentable  state  of  things  always  in  our 
midst.  It  was  a  state  of  thin^  which 
imposed  very  great  Te«p<mubility  on 
the  labour  leaders  in  tiiis  ooontiy.  He 
sincerely  trosted  that  they  would  state 
what  they  proposed  as  an  alternative 
policy  to  that  now  before  the  country  for 
dealing  with  this  important  matter.  The 
junior  Member  for  Oldham  said  he  also 
knew  tiiat  a  lai^  number  of  people  were 
on  the  verge  <d  starvation  in  his  eonstitn- 
enoy.  He  was  a  popular,  oleTer,  mnd 
accomplished  young  man,  and,aIthoagh 
an  aristocrat,  he  at^owledged  he  had  a 
great  future  before  him.  Considering 
such  a  state  of  things,  bad  he  been 
endowed  with  the  hon.  Member's  advan- 
tages, he  would  have  taken  tiie  adviee  of 
the  Ctrfonial  Secretary  on  the  previous 
day  not  to  close  the  door  to  colonial  pre- 
ference, because  tiie  object  of  that  policy 
was  to  eventniUly  make  the  Empire  sdf- 
sustatning.  He  thought  his  cmdnot  so 
far  had  been  such  that  he  had  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  join  any  Cknrem- 
ment  on  the  Unionist  side  for  many 
years.  He  might  accept  a  position  on  the 
other  side,  but  when  he  was  asked  to 
support  H(nne  Rule  he  would  find  tlist 
the  cheers  woald  not  cwne  from  iliai.«theT 
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side.  The  hoa.  Member  speaking  in 
this  Hoiue  on  12th  May,  1902,  said— 

"  Brerjr  argument  which  ooald  be  need  ^smat 
the  oom  tax  would  be  eqaalh^  appUoable  to  the 
tea  tax.  I  have  litteaed  to  the  nwiaent  quota- 
tiooi  which  Itave  been  made  from  Ifr.  Rown tree's 
book,  which  must  have  impressed  ereiyoae  who 
has  read  it.  Id  all  these  pitiable  budgets  of  the 
foor,  tea  figures  as  uniTersally  as  breid.  Donot 
mix  sentiment  m>  with  taxation,  bi  taxation 
what  is  required  is  equi^,  and  watimental 
notions  oa|^t  not  to  be  allowed  to  pierent  any 
OoTflmment  from  taking  the  oorreot  financial 
coarae.  The  only  chanoe  Uie  struggling  millions 
of  whom  we  read  in  Mr.  Bowntree'B  book  and 
whom  we  see  in  our  own  ocnstitueDoiea  ever 
hare  of  enjoying  the  bounties  of  nature  and 
soisDce  litis  not  in  any  socialistic  system  of  taxa- 
tioo,  not  in  any  charitable  enterprise,  or 
charitable  immumtr  fnHu  taxatimi,  but  solely 
andsbnplyin  anratectire  andsoientiflc  com- 
meroial  derek^meut." 

He  agreed  with  the   hon.  Member 
this  was  not  a  matter  of  sentiment. 
It  was  in  the  development  (tf    our  j 
conunttoe  that  he  beheved  this  country 
woald  find  its  strength  in  fatore.  He 
did  not  believe  it  would  be  done  merely  by 
better  education,  as  some  hon.  Memben 
told  them.  He  asked  was  it  because  of 
their  better  edncation,  that  they  had  pro- 
tection in  the  protectionist  coon  tries  1  ! 
The  fint  thingthey  ]»d  to  find  wasworic  i 
for  those  who  lequired  it.  He  reminded 
the  free-traders  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  ' 
had  stated  that  he  would  take  great  oare  i 
t^at  whatever  happened  the  food  of  the 
people  dkould  not  become  dearer.   He  | 
believed  this  and  if  he  thought  the , 
food  of  the  poor  -would  coBt  one  penny  : 
more  than  at  the  present  time  he  would  I 
not  support  his  policy.  j 

*MTt.  HENDERSON  (Durham,  Barnard 
Castle)  said  he  wonld  not  have  ventured 
to  take  part  in  this  important  debate, 
seeing  that  he  was  a  comparatively  young 
Member  of  the    House,   but  in  so 
many  oi  the  speeches  to  which  they 
had    listened   from    the   other  side 
of  the  House,  reference  had  been  made  to 
the  interests  of  the  workers  of  the  country, 
that  he   had  come   to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  time  that  the  workers  spoke  on  < 
their  own  behalf.    The  hon.  Member  who  ; 
had  just  sat  down  had  thrown  out  a  good  i 
many  challenges  to  the  labour  leaders.  If 
the  House  would  listen  to  those  who  di> : 
rectly  represented  the  workers,  he  thought 
they  wonld  be  able  to  prove  that  the 


workers  were  diredJy   opposed  to  the 
I  policy  the  hon.  Member  just  laid  down. 
;  If,  ae  he  and  others  said,  this  policy  was  be- 
ing propounded  on  behalf  of  the  workers 
of  the  oonntxy,  it  seemed  very  stiuige 
that  every  means  i^forded  the  workers  of 
demonstrating  their  opinions  had  shown 
'  that  the  workers  were  directly  oppt»ed  to 
,  the  attitude  he  and  others  had  adopted. 
Reference  had  been  made  to  recent  by- 
elections.  He  would  certainly  like  to  allude 
to  two  of  them.    Hon.  Members  must  be 
aware  that  shortly  after  the  poUcy  sug- 
:  gested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
!ex*Col(mial  Secretary  a  by-election  took 
place  in  a  northern  oonstituenoy  called 
I  Barnard  Castle,    There  were  three  candi- 
'  dates.    Two  candidates  were  against  the 
policy  advocated  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
'  the  other  side  of  the  House  and  one  in 
fovonr  of  protection.   What  was  the  re- 
sult? Althoof^thsre  were  two  free-traders 
against  one  protectionist,  the  protectionist 
failed  to  be  returned.   That  was  an 
emphatic  answer  on  behalf  of  the  working 
people    so   far   as   that  constituency 
was  concerned.     But  another  election 
had  occurred   to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  he  meant  at  Gateshead. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Newcastle  had  tried 
to  convince  the  House  tiiat  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  for  the  working  men  of 
this  country,  but  he  showed  that  anxiety 
in  a  most  marvellous  fashion,  because  he 
went  down  to  that  constituency  and  did 
all  in  his  power  to  secure  the  d  feat  of 
the  representative  of  the  working  men, 
and  to  secure  the  return  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  section  of  the  oommnrnty 
whose  whole  interest  was  against  that  of 
the  working  pe<^le.    Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  was  nc^  aware  that  only  two 
days  ago  an  important  conference  had 
been  held  in  Bradford  which  represented 
directly  over  1,000,000  of  the  workers  of 
this  country.   If  he  might  be  pardoned 
for  saying  so,  that  conference  represented 
more  directly  the  workmen  of  Great 
Britain  than  any  other  ctmference  that 
had  been  held.    It  was  generally  known 
that  they  were  in  the  various  oonstitu- 
enoies,  entirely  independent      the  old 
orthodox  political  Parties,  and  therefore 
it  could  not  be  said,  as  in  the  past,  that 
that  oonferenoe  represented  the  satellites 
of  one  political  Party.  At  that  conference 
a  resoIuti<m  was  proposed  on 
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the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man now  before  the  House,  and  another 
motion  was  proposed  on  very  much  the 
same  lines  advocated  on  the  Government 
benches.  What  was  the  result  of  the  vote? 
970,000  were  in  favour  of  practically  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  House,  and 
only  27,000  in  favour  "of  the  position  ad- 
vocated on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
He  maintained  that  that  was  an  indica- 
tion of  the  mind  of  the  workers  <^  the 
>  country  on  this  great  and  important  ques- 
tion. , 

He  had  listened  with  some  interest 
to  the  speech  which  had  been  delivered 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  represented 
the  constituency  in  which  he  had  resided 
for  many  years,  and  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  he  would  trouble  the  House 
with  a  few  statistics.     The  doctrines 
now  preadied  by  the  junior  Member  for 
Newcastle   had    been  served  out  for 
twenty  years     by    his  predecessor. 
Sir  Charles  F.  Hammond,  and  during 
the  whole  time  covered  by  Sir  Frederick 
Hammond's    speeches,    which  period 
had  been  leferrwi  to  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  between  1871  and 
1901,  the  poptdation  of  tiie  counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham  increased 
by  67  per  cent.,  and  the  number  of  males 
increased  in  that  time  by  194,902— in 
fact,  almost  double.    The  increase  in  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  Tyne 
shipyards  was  from  2,423  in  1880  to 
6,657  in  1900.   He  held  th&t  that  was  a 
{air  index  of  the  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  North-eastern  shipbuilding  yards. 
The  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
shipyards  had  increased  from  6,423  to 
'  14,777,  and  the  total    tonnage  built 
on  the  Tyne  had  increased  from  361,326 
tons  in  1880  to  865,274  tons  in  1900. 
The  wages  in  the  trade,  with  which  he 
had  been  officially  connected  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  had  risen  from  SOs.  to  378. 
During  the  debate  man^  statements  had 
been  made  as  to  tiie  rain  of  certain  in- 
dustries in  this  country.   He  wished  to 
give  a  1  illustration  from  his  experience. 
He  had  spent  sixteen  years  of  his  life  in 
the  foundry  of  a  firm  of  locomotive 
engineers    and    was    cognisant  with 
the  various  departments  in  these  works. 
Many  hon.  Gentlemen  in  the  House  knew 
that  these  works  held  the  highest  position 
in  the  world  in  turning  out  locomotives. 
J/r  Henderston. 


They    were   in   a  positaon  to  refwe 
orders    for    years,    resting     on  the 
reputatim  tiiat   they  had  built  up; 
but  there  came  a  time  when  they  could 
not  get  orders.   Other  firms  in  Glasgow 
and  elsewhere  with  modem  applianca 
undertook   to  complete   a  locomotive 
engine  in  a  week  all  the  year  ronnd, 
while  the  firm  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred could  not  do  so.  As  a  matter  of  fsct 
the  Stephenson  Locomotive  Engineeriuc 
Works  had  recently  been  transferred 
from    the   Tyne   to   Darlington,  fte 
town  in  which  he  himself  lived,  and 
had  been  organised  with  up-to-date 
machinery.   Not     only     were  many 
establishments  carried  on  with  obsolete 
machinery,  but  their  management  was 
altogether  inefficient.   Formerly  the  em- 
ployer stood  inclose  Delation  to  his  work- 
man, but  now-a-daya  the  limited  liability 
director  came  upon  the  scene,  sad 
managers  of  works  were  appoiiktcd  who 
had  no  practical  experience  of  the  bun- 
nees.   The  result  was  that  the  efficiency 
of  the  work  and  the  output  fell  off,  bat 
surely  free  trade  was  in  no  way  blamable. 
Then  a  great  deal  had  been  said  about 
higher  wages  for  the  workers— well,  ho 
had  been  engaged  for  the  last  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  in  arranging  the  rate  tA 
wages  in  a  particular  trade  by  means  ol 
a  conciliation  board.   His  experience  was 
that  an  advance  of  wages  was  not  always 
got  when  trade  was  good.    Would  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  said  that  he  was  so 
much  interested  in  the  poor  working  men. 
back  up  his  views  by  voting  for  the  Resolii- 
tion  which  his  hon.  friend  Mr.  Paulton 
had  introduced  in  behalf  of  the  teada 
unions  in  this  country  1    His  experience 
was  that  good  trade  had  not  alwap 
brou^it  increased  wages,  unless  organisa- 
tion had  been  good  also.  It  was  not  more 
restriction  on  trade  he  desired,  but  less 
restriction.  H  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  turn  their  attention  to  royaltaes, 
and  railway  rates,  they  would  approach 
real  remedies  and  would  help  the  manu- 
facturers without  penalising  the  mass  of 
workers  in  this  country.   He  and  those 
who  agreed  with  him  had  no  Whip  to 
obey,  but  were  ready  to  act  with  either 
side  on  a  question  of  improving  the  con- 
dition of  workers  of  this  country,  but 
they  felt  on  this  occasion  that  they  most 
go  into  the  J^>b^^^n§^5^^phatioaUy 
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in  laTonr  <A  the  Amendmoit  ol  the  r^t 
hoik.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Uonttose. 

Mb.  BECKETT  (Yorkshire,  N.R., 
Whitby)  said  he  wished  to  congratulate 
Ihe  hon.  Qentleman  on  the  speech  which 
he  had  made.  The  sabjeot  ander  debate 
had  been  discussed  at  portentons  length, 
and  he  did  not  wish  to  trespass  unduly 
on  the  attention  of  the  House,  but,  speak- 
ing from  the  point  of  view  of  the  bakers, 
he  thought  that  it  was  rather  remarkable 
that,  wide  as  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  had 
spread  his  net,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
capture  a  single  banker  to  serve  on  that 
committee  of  i>olitical  blackamilhs  who 
were  engaged  in  forging  fetters  for  Britbh 
industry— -[MiNiSTEKiAL  cries  of  "Oh; 
oh  !'*] — and  who,  if  they  had  paid  any  at- 
tention to  the  speech  of  ^e  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  must  now  be  pursuing 
their  labours  with  somewhat  heavy 
hearts.  Bankers  had  a  peonliar  rt^t  to 
speak  on  this  question*  because  they  were 
not  interested  professionally  in  one  par- 
ticular trade.  They  were  interested  in 
all  trades,  because  their  fortune  rose  and 
fell  with  the  fortunes  of  the  commercial 
community  as  a  whole.  He  wished  to 
speak,  not  on  behalf  of  the  bankers  of 
London,  who  represented  the  .  greatest 
money  market  of  the  worid,  but  on  behalf 
of  the  country  bankers,  whose  fortnnee 
entizely  depended  upon  the  industries 
which  the  right  hon.  Gientleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  declared 
were  about  to  be  ruined. 

They  had  had  a  long  recital  about 
-mined  industries,  and  in  listening  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Newcastle  he 
had  been  struck  with  the  significant 
omission  which  that  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  of  the  shipping  industry. 
The  hon.  Member  was  connected,  he  be- 
lieved, with  the  shipping  industry, 
and  that  was  one  of  the  biggest,  if  not 
-the  very  biggest,  industry  in  the  country. 
But  they  had  not  heard  from  the  hon. 
lumber  for  Newcastle  one  single  word 
4ibout  it.  Why  was  that  ?  It  was 
because  the  hon.  Member  knew  full  well 
-that  the  shipping  industry  was  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  This  omission  of  the 
very  indoslay  with  whidi  the  hon.  Mem- 
Iwr  was  conneeted  was  an  exemplification 
</l  the  mode  of  argument  adopted  by  pro- 


tectionists all  over  the  country.  The 
industries  which  were  not  in  a  flonrishing 
condition  were  the  industries,  of  course, 
which  cried  out  that  they  were  being 
ruined.  Now,  those  who  argued  that 
our  industries  were  being  ruined 
had  to  prove,  first  that  the  proportion  of 
ruined  indastries  as  compared  with  the 
flonrishing  indoslxieswae  something  more 
than  infinitesimal;  then  that  the  ruin  of 
indnstriea  was  fraeign  competition,  not 
home  competition  and  efiete  methods 
and  business  inefficiency,  and  finally  that 
the  disappearance  of  such  ruiu^  in- 
dustries was  not  soon  followed  by  the 
eme^nce  of  others  better  equipped, 
with  lai^r  pr^ta,  and  affording  greater 
employment.  When  proteotionistB  had 
proved  these  three  things,  their  argu- 
ments would  have  some  value»  but  not 
till  then.  It  was  not  the  ruined  indus- 
tries that  caused  alarm  to  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Sleaford:  it  was  the 
great  increase,  as  he  said,  of  the  wealth 
of  Qermany  and  the  United  States.  He 
should  have  thoo^t  that  it  was  rather 
late  in  the  day  to  trot  out  ^at  argument 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Prime 
Minister  himself  had  disposed  of  it  efiec- 
tnally  once  for  all,  by  showing  that  it 
was  to  our  advantage  to  deal  with  the 
people  who  were  weJl  cR,  even  if  they 
were  protected  conntriea.  Every  one 
knew  perfectly  well  that  even  in  pro- 
tected coo^tnee  tiiere  were  periods  of 
depression.  Trade  must  contract  and 
expand;  it  was  the  law  of  nature.  In 
this  country  there  were  some  .signs  of 
contraction,  but  there  were  no  signs  of 
decay.  There  was  no  necessity  to  throw 
ourselves  into  a  state  of  alarm  and  rush 
to  tiie  adoption  of  quack  remedies  for 
that  o<mtraction.  The  causes  of  that 
contraction  were  perfectly  well-known. 
He  would  specially  mention  the  late 
war.  They,  could  not  throw  away 
£250,000,000  [without  feeling  the  effects 
of  it  after.  America  had  not  thrown 
away  £250,000,000,  and  vet  she  was 
sufiering  from  a  great  depresson  in 
trade,  and  he  was  told  that  there  was  a 
greater  amount  of  unemployment  in  that 
country  than  in  this.  Last  year,  when 
American  exports  reached  the  highest 
figure  ever  known,  and  when  Germany 
exported  more  than  in  it^  previous 
history,  there  was  the  greate^4^presfflpn 
in  employment.  Tb9itiJeiM(xi3^iS)^u3 


l2iS       Kin^s  Speech  {Moiim       {COMMONS}  fw  an  Jddrm).  1244 


when  thef  home  tnaitet'waa  nnable  to 
take  up  the  goods  produced,  the  manu- 
facturer had  to  rush  and  sell  hia  goods 
abroad .  The  test  of  a  natiw's  proeperity 
by  the  amount  of  its  exports  was  utterly 
fallacious. 

It  was  a  business  maxim  that  if  you  took 
care  of  the  consumers  the  producers  woulcl 
take  care  of  themselves.    When  the  con- 
sumer was  prosperona  the  whole  com- 
munity wag  piospennis ;  bnttheprodneei 
mi|^t    be   ptoduoing  a   great  deal^ 
and  yet  the  community  be  impoverished. 
How  they  were  to  get  prosperity  out  of 
that  policy  he  was  unable  to  understand. 
Then  it  was  said  that  it  would  create 
more  work  for  the  workmen.   It  would 
make  more  work  only  in  the  sense  in 
which  an  ultimely  diower  of  rain  on  the 
farmer's  hay  made  men  work  for  the 
farmer.   Besides,  where  was  the  fond  out 
of  which  they  were  going  to  pay  higher 
wages  for  labour  ?    That  point  had  not 
yet  been  explained  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.   Another  argument  advanced 
in  favour  of  the  policy  was  that  we  had 
not  a  fair  share  of  the  world's  commerce. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  we  had  infinitely 
more  than  oar  fair  share  as  the  figoieB 
stood  at  present.   Our  trade  wilk  all  the 
world  last  year  was  £900,000,000  for  a 
population  of  40,000,000,  while  the  foreign 
trade  of  Germany  and  America  with  a 
population  of    133,000,000  .  was  only 
£979,000,000.    Therefore,  our  trade  was 
three  times  as  great  per  head  as  the  trade 
of  Germany  and  America.   It  oould  not 
be  contended  tliat  an  Englishman  had 
three  times  as  much  talent,  energy,  or 
capital  as  the  American  or  German ;  con- 
sequently that  extra  share  of  trade  must 
be  due  to  our  free  -  trade  system  and 
nothing  else.    The  arguments   of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  reference  to 
damping  had  been  refated  again  and 
again.    The  as^^oment  against  dumping 
by  foreign  countries  meant  that  .  he 
cheaper  the  goods  we  imported  the  more 
zealously  should  we  strive  to  keep  them 
out.    People  bou^t  goods  because  they 
wanted  to  have  them  cheap,  and  their 
cheapness  enabled  the  manuUcturera  to 
make  profitable  use  of  them,  and  upon  it 
the  prosperity  of  varions  industries  had 
been  built  np,  but  if  thoy  placed  a  heavy 
duty  on  these  cheap  goods,  many  industries 
would  be  injured  to  the  advantage  only 
Mr.  Beckett. 


of  a  few.  He  would  like  to  ask  his  ]K0- 
teotionist  friends  whether  or  not  t^y  ooa- 

tended  that  a  protective  tariff  l^t  oit 
"damped"  goods.  According  to  the 
right  hon.  Cientleman  the  Member  i<a 
West  Birmingham  the  Goloniea  were 
suffering  from  dumping ;  theiefoie 
protective  tattfia  did   not  prevent  it. 

The  ctmclosiou  he  had  cmne  to  was 
the  keener  the  coiopetition  to  i^ick  thift 
country  was  exposed  the  moxe  dosdy 
ought  the  pe<^le  to  adhwe  to  bee  tnde. 
The  Government,  however,  cUd  not  tifa 
that  viefw.   They  thoo^t  fliat  tiwy 
conld  mitigate  the  preesnre  of  foreign 
competition  by  a  policy  of  retaliation. 
He  disliked  the  word  retaliation,  he  dis- 
liked introducing  the  phraaeol<^  of  war 
into  a  question  of  trade,  and  he  dislilnd 
the  thii^  still  more.   It  was  vagae,  ud- 
certain,  partial,  arbitrary,  and  hasardoos. 
No  member  of  the  Government  had  de- 
fined   what    retaliation    meant.  The 
President  of  the  Board  of   Trade  had 
stated  that  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
threaten,  but  he  predicted  that  the  tariff 
walls  of   foreign   nations    would  not 
collapse  at  the  blast  of  the  ram's  h<nD 
blown  by  ^e  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Threats  would  be  no  more  saooees- 
ful  in  the  sphere  of  commerce  than 
they  had  been  in  the  political  sphoe. 
llie  Colonial  Secretary  had  reproached 
the    free  -  traders   for   saying  at  one 
moment  that  retaliation  meant  much, 
and  at  another  that  it  meant  Uttle. 
Thers  was  noewtradiotion  between  tihoae 
statements.    It  migjht  mean  much  or 
little.   Hie  Government  tried  to  make  the 
free-trade  Unioniste  think  that  it  meant 
little,  but  when  appealing  to  the  pro- 
tectiooiste  they  made  out  that  it  meant  a 
great  deal.    The  House  wanted  to  know 
where  retaliation  began  and  where  it  was 
to  end.   What  trade  was  the  Govern- 
ment going  to  select  for  their  experimentt 
How  were  the  words  "  outrageous  on&ir- 
neas  *'  to  be  defined  ?  Every  Govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  protect  ite  own 
industries  as  it  pleased;  therefore  there 
was  no  "  outrageous  unfairness  *'  on  the 
part  of  Gtovernmente.   Was  it  he  result 
of  cartels !   But  the  promoters  of  the 
cartel  system  simply  fined  their  own 
people  for  our  advantage,  so  that  th^ 
nnfoimess,  if  any,  wm  to  thw  peopk 
and  not  to  nsDigitJcdoApuaOfifiMSon  and 
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clearer  thinking  on  this  matter  were  de- 
sirable.  Where  was  the  Bcheme  to  be 
applied  ?   It  wae  true  that  the  principal 
trade  of  Bradford  was  hard  hit  by  the 
AfKinlej  Tarifi,  bat  then  were  compeiua- 
tions.   Up  to  that  time  Bradford  had 
been  a  city  of  one  tacade — a  diaadvan- 
tageouBcinnxmataiioetoanytown.  Since 
that  trade  had  diminished  in  prosperity 
other  trades  had  grown  up  in  itK  place, 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Bradford, 
and  one  of  them  was  of  a  most  remark- 
able Aatacter,  becanse  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oentral  Bradford  aaid  it  had  been  able 
to  convert  him  from  tiie  raw  material 
into  the  finished  artide.   The  Govern- 
ment  said  they  wanted  to  extend  the  area 
of  free  trade,  but  they  were  going  to 
proceed  to  do  it  in  a  strange  manner. 
They  appeared  to  be  going  to  foreign 
countries  to  say,  "  If  you  do  not  become 
free  -  traders  we  will  become  protec- 
tionists."  The  action  was  akin  to  that 
of  going  to  the  Clunese  and  saying.  "  If 
yon  do  not  become  CSirislaans  we  will 
become  Confucians."   It  was  said  that 
retaliation    only    meant  commercial 
treaties.   He  should  never  forget  hearing 
Mr.  Gladstone,  who  knew  more  about 
these  things  than  most  people,  saying 
that  there   were  fteat  disadvantages 
attaching  to  all  comm«cial  treaties, 
and    he    believed  that  that  states- 
man abandoned  a  commoccial  treaty 
he     was    negotiating    with  France 
simply  because  it  entailed  a  reversal  of 
our  free  trade  policy.    The  Government 
might  expect  to  do  great  things  by  com- 
mercial treaties,  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  two  greatest  financiers  and 
statesmen  of  the  century,  Fee!  and  Qlad- 
stooe,  had  the  weapon  of  negotiation  or 
retaliation  in  their  hands,  but  they  de- 
liberately abandoned  it  because  they 
believed  it  was  of  no  advantage  to  thu 
country,  and  where  they  failed  he  did 
not  ihink  the  present  Chanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  likely  to  succeed.  The 
President  of  tike  Board  of  Trade  had 
urged  that  the  knowledge  tiiatthe  British 
market   was    open   encouraged  other 
countries  to  erect  tariff  walls  against  us. 
He  believed  it  had  the  opposite  effect. 
By  fiinging  away  our  open  maricete  we 
should  throw  away  our  best  card.  If  we 
closed  oui  markets  there  would  be  no 
more  advantage  to  tiie  foce^pier  in 
dealing  witii  us  than  with  any  other 


nation.  Our  open  markets  had  made  as 
the  best  customer  among  the  countries  of 
the  world,  and  those  open  markets  secured 
better  terms  for  our  traders  than  the 
finesse  of  any  statesman  with  the  weiq»on 
of  retaliati(m  in  his  hand.  The  open- 
marint  ptdicyfbesideSf  encouraged  other 
countries  to  establish  friendly  lelatimu 
with  OB,' to  fear  the  loss  of  thoae  relations, 
and  to  refrain  from  interference  when  we 
were  engaged  in  extending  our  Ehnpire. 
The  British  Empire  ooidd  not  have 
existed  in  its  present  state  had  it  not 
been  for  our  <^n  maricets,  and  if  the  Gov- 
ernment eroctod  teiiff  fauiiers  jotJMwy 
sf/BMBt  England  would  anume  a 
dangerous  shape  in  all  other  countries. 

Finally,  he  wanted  to  know  what  was 
the  attitade  of  the  Government.  Re- 
taliation was  on  their  lips,  but  protection 
was  in  their  hearts.  With  one  important 
exoepticm  Ministers  had  made  protectionist 
speeches.  The  doctrine  of  plenary  inspir- 
ation had  received  a  new  interpretation  in 
Ministerial  speeches,  because  Ministers, 
having  apparently  accepted  the  same 
doctrine  of  inspiration,  had  all  spoken  with 
differing  voices.  He  wished  to  Imow  which 
was  the  true  voice.  The  Government  were 
supported  by  those  who  made  protac- 
rionist  speeches,  who  had  set  their  hearts 
on  protection,  aikd  would  be  contokt  witk 
nothing  less.  They  would  be  kept  in 
office  by  protectionist  votes,  and  he 
believed  that  the  protectionists  were 
sufficiently  good  bargainers  not  to  give 
their  votes  for  nothmg.  If  their  votea 
were  given  to  the  Oovemment  the  pro- 
tectionistB  would  expect  the  Govemmott 
to  pursue  a  protectionist  policy  idietiier 
tihey  liked  it  or  not.  Tho  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  said  the  Government  would 
support  those  who  honestly  supported  the 
Government  policy.  Great  stress  was  laid 
on  the  word  "  honestly,*'  and  that  raraed  a 
doubt  in  his  mind,  or  rather  it  left  him 
in  no  doubt.  He  did  not  believe  that 
Unionist  free-tiadezs  oonld  "honestly*^ 
support  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
It  was  the  duty  of  every  honest  and 
convinced  free-trader  to  vote  for  free 
trade  now,  when,  for  the  first  tame,  a  clear 
and  definite  issue  was  presented  to 
the  House.  It  would  be  a  different 
thing  if  it  were  a  nnoere  and  con- 
vinced free-trade  Qovemnwnt  tihat  asked 
for  tlua  power  of  retaliation^  He  would 
be  reluctant  to  do  sd^but  >>iA-li^g^ 
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be  wonld  agree.  Bat  tiiis  QoTenuoent 
was  tarred  witii  tiie  bnuh  of  jproteotioii. 
If  the  Prime  Hinister  had,  in  September, 
8p<^n  the  worda  uttered  the  other  day 
tike  President  of  the  Board  oE  Trade, 
the  free-tiade  members  of  the  Cabinet 
would  not  have  resigned.  But  they  were 
allowed  to  retire,  nod  the  protectionists 
were  exalted  to  great  hononz.  The  speech 
«f  the  Preffldent  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
seemed  like  a  deatii-bed  repentance;  he 
4id  not  believe  in  death-bed  repentances ; 
and  as  a  free-trader  he  could  not  possibly 
give  a  vote  of  confidence  in  a  Government 
which  contained  members  expressing  the 
views  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
«nd  tiie  Colonial  Secretary — in  a  Govem- 
nent  of  unsettled  convictions  and  diver- 
gent opinions,  that  had  played  and  dallied 
with  a  question  of  the  greatest  national 
importance,  and  that,  in  a  great  national 
crisis,  had  shown  no  power  to  guide  or 
oonlxol.  The  Unionist  Party  was  split 
into  two  sections  because  they  had  two 
leaders,  oae  whom  had  led  too  much 
and  the  other  too  little.  The  result  was 
deplorable,  but  matters  conld  not  be 
mended  by  compromising  with  conscience, 
by  crying  "peace"  when  there  was  no 
peace,  or  by  giving  a  cowardly  and 
vacillating  support  to  a  policy  which  in 
their  hearts  they  detested  and  condemned. 

*Ma.  BVELTN  OBGIL  (Aston  Manor) 
saidtlut  references  were  continually  being 
made  to  "  the  traditional  policy  **  of  tiie 
Conservative  Party,  and  the  free-fooders 
had  claimed  that  they  were  following 
that  policy.  But  as  far  back  as  1891  the 
National  Union  of  Conservative  Associa- 
tions unanimoudy  passed  resdntions  in 
favour  of — 

"  like  extension  of  commeroe  upon  a  prefereQ- 
tial  buu  throDghoDt  all  ports  of  die  Britudi 
Empire,"  and  '*  expressiag  the  earoeBt  expeota- 
tion  tliat  Her  Majesty's  Goreniment  mil  see 
Iheir  way  olear  benav  the  next  electoral 
oampaign  to  make  eome  deoiaive  declaration  of 
tiieiT  faitenlton  to  promote  mutaaUv  favouring 
Oostoms  amuigemeots  brtween  the  OoIodIm 
and  the  modier  ootmtrr." 

IHierefOTe  it  was  not  the  free-foodeis,  but 
-the  main  body  of  the  Party,  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  at  the  present 
time,  that  were  more  nearly  supporting 
the  traditional  policy  of  the  Conservative 
Party.  He  was  in  favour  of  ideal  free 
trade,  bnt  it  was  useless  to  talk  about 
"thf  expansion  of  natural  d«nand** — as 
Mr.  Beckett. 


free  teade  had  been  defined  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Berwick — 
when  that  expansion  was  forcibly  re- 
stricted by  the  action  of  other  nations.  We 
had  never  had  free  trade,  and  he  feared 
that  it  was  as  Utopian  as  universal 
citizenship  or  universal  peace.  There  were 
aspects  of  our  trad^wluch  pointed  to  the 
necessity  of  Sfune  fiscal  change.  Till 
lately  Bridport  in  Dorsetshire  ^d  had  a 
la^e  trade  to  Nmrth  Brittany  in  ootton 
fishing-nets  made  from  cotton-twine.  By 
the  impontion  about  eight  years 
ago  of  a  20  per  cent,  duty  in  France 
upon  cotton-twine  that  trade  had  been 
destroyed.  He  knew  of  a  pottery  in  the 
Midlands  the  o  wnw  of  whioh  had  decided 
to  transfer  his  works  to  Qermany,  as  he 
would  then  be  able  to  sell  his  goods  in 
that  country  without  paying  import 
duties  and  still  be  able  to  bring  his  sur- 
plus stock  to  this  country  tree.  The 
result  would  be  that  •  number  of  hands 
would  be  disdiarged  in  tius  conntxy,  and 
Germans'  eiaplsiyeA  in  their  places. 
Another  case  was  that  of  a  pnbUsher  who 
wished  to  reimnt  an  American  edition 
of  his  books.  The  cost  of  the  printing  in 
United  States  was  £5,000 more  than  in  this 
country,  but,  as  it  would  cost  £20,000  to 
import  the  books  into  the  United  States 
owing  to  the  25  per  cent,  duty  on 
English  books,  tiie  publisher  had  de- 
cided to  have  them  printed  in  tin'' 
country.  Was  not  that  a  loss  to  British 
workers  directly  due  to  the  hostile  United 
States  tariff?  TartS  reformers  desired 
to  retain  these  trades  for  the 
benefit  of  our  own  people,  for  if 
the  present  policy  continued  they 
would  certainly  be  sacrificed.  Some 
attnrati<m  must  be  made.  He  did  not 
approve  ci  Lord  Rosebery's  "  commercial 
repose."  There  was  a  danger  of  our 
being  like  the  ostrich  who  put  his  head  in 
the  sand ;  we  should  awake  to  find  some 
of  our  best  feathers  plucked,  and  very 
meagre,  sorry  objects  we  should  th«i  be. 
The  late  Chancellor  of  the  Bxoheqaer, 
the  Member  for  Croydon,  speaking  of 
German  iron,  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
had  said  that  we  resold  it  as  ships  to 
Germany,  so  that  dum^ng  was  really  an 
advantage  to  us.  But  how  long  was 
that  lik^y  to  go  on  1  As  soon  as  Ger- 
many had  soooeeded  in  squeesing  out 
or  lolling  the  prodnction-of  iron  hers  die 
would  put  up  he«2priods-t£^^lil@r  own 
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trade.  It  oould  not  be  too  strongly 
emphasised  that  tariff  reform  was  desired 
not  to  assist  one  trade  at  the  expense  of  the 
general  taxpayer,  in  the  old  protective 
sense,  but  for  the  purpose  defence. 
There  was  all  t^e  dilferenoe  in  the  world 
between  putting  np  a  shelter  toTveBerre  a 
plant  which  would  naturally  be  hardy  and 
which  would  only  be  made  tender  by 
being  sheltered,  and  putting  up  a  shelter 
to  prevent  its  being  blown  down  by  a 
foreini  hurricane.  He  was  entirely  opposed 
to  bustering  up  a  particular  industry  for 
its  express  benefit,  but  it  was  a  very 
different  thing  to  defend  our  trade 
against  the  action  of  commercial  rivals. 
CSieapness  was  not  our  only  concern.  It 
was  no  use  being  able  to  bny  in  the 
cheapest  market  if  we  had  no  market 


tain  that  as  long  as  foreign  countries  were 
succeeding  under  a  protectionist  policy,, 
while  the  trade  of  this  country  was  re- 
maining stationary  or  not  advancing  at  the 
same  rate,  the  people  of  this  country  would, 
become  more  and  more  in  favour  of  some 
tariff  reform.  He  looked  forward  with  the 
utmost  confidence,  in  the  long  run,  to  a 
change  from  the  present  system ;  and  he 
believed  the  Government  would  be- 
authorised  to  make  it  by  the  vast  majority 
of  the  electors.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  the  difficulty  of  arranging  Colonial 
preference,  because  this  country  would 
have  to  make  bargaina  with  the  Cotonies'.. 
He  did  not  fear  a  bargain  as  much  aa 
gome  hon.  Gentlemen  did.  who  said  that 
bargains  were  caases  of  quarrel,  and  that 
this  country  could  not  make  a  bargain 


in  which  to  sell  our  own  goods  to  get  Colonies  without  the  risk  of  a 

money  with  which  to  buy.   They  had  ^^^j     Ordinary  business  experience 
heard  a  great  deal  about  cheapness.  Cheap  ^^^^^  ^^^^  j^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^ 
food  was  very  desirable,  but  it  should  ^^^^^  advantage,  and  that  they  were 
not  be  forgotten  that  regular  employment ,         frequently  sources  of  gain  to  both 
was  even  more  so.  He  waa  not  committed  i  p^^ies  ^j^^^  ^^^^^  ^  q^^l 
to  any  precise  tax  on  food ;  and  he  did  not  ^^^^^^^  ^y^^^.  ^^^^  ^^j^  ^^^^ 

colonial  preference.    He  was  glad  the 


yote  for  the  repeal  oi  the  registration  duty 
on  oom.  He  maintained  that  if  a  small 
duty  such  as  that,  or  not  very  much 
greater,  were  maintained  for  the  purpose 
of  welding  the  Empire  together,  so  long 
as  its  imposition  did  not  increase  the  cost 
of  living,  it  was  a  policy  at  which  they 
ought  all  to  aim ;  and  he  was  very  glad 
to  father  that  the  Qovenunent  would  not 
be  opposed  to  something  of  that  kind. 

They  were  told  that  the  Tariff  Oommia- 
sion  was  of  very  little  use ;  bat  he  did  not 
agree  with  that  view.  It  was  most 
essential  that  they  should  not  commit 
themselves  to  a  definite  policy  until  they 
had  had  a  scientific  inquiry;  and  he 
would  not  be  prepared  to  say  what  tax 
should  be  pat  on  this  or  that  article 
until  the  matter  had  been  oarefnlly 
considered  by  experts.  A  Royal 
Conunission  was  suggested ;  but  he 
doubted  whether  very  mu^h  would  be 
gained  by  adopting  that  course.  If  such 
a  Commission  spent  all  its  time  arguing 
in  the  abstract  between  tiie  merits  of  free 
trade,  or  proteotion,  at  sdf-defenoe  they 
would  not  get  very  far.  It  was  quite  cer- 


Golonial  Secretary  appealed  to  his  hon.. 
friends  and  also  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  not  to«close  the  door  to  colonial! 
preference  as  probably  it  oould  bewnked 
to  the  advantage  of  this  country  and  also- 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Colonic  and  would 
weld  the  Empire  togeQier.  He  had  heard 
with  the  greatest  satisfaoti<m  the  proposal 
for  the  solidification  of  the  Empire  by~ 
trade  exchanges  between  its  units,  and 
t^e  extension,  as  br  as  possible,  of  the 
principle  of  a  Zollverein,  A  commercial 
union,  not  less  than  a  poUtical  union, 
was  a  valuable  setting  for  the  jewels  of 
the  British  Crown,  and  he  protested 
against  perpetually  smarting  under  the 
disadvantages  of  onC'sided  free  trade  and 
unfair  foreign  competition,  such  as  were 
occasioned  by  free  imports  into  this 
country  when  hostile  tariff  walls  were 
erected  against  Briti^  goods  in  foreign 
countries.  This  present  system  under 
modem  circumstances  represented  the 
forces  of  dogmatic  pedantry  and  alleged 
poetical  economy  against  those  ol 
practical  business  experic 
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*SiR  EDWARD  STRACHBY  (Somer 
aetshiie,  S.)  said  he  desiiedtoaddnss  the 
HouK  iiom  a   point  of  view  which 
had  not  heen  aofficieDtiy  considered  up 
to  the  present — viz.,  the  agricultural  point 
■of  view.   Looked  at  from  that  point  of 
view  the  policy  of  the  Government  was 
simply  a  policy  of  taxing  the  agriculturist 
in  every  direction  and,  at  the  same  time, 
not  giving  him  any  advantage  at  all. 
The  Piesident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  put 
forward  the  present  official  policy;  of 
retaliation  but  they  were  told  there  was  a 
much  stronger  poUoy  behind  it.   He  ad- 
mitted that  the  policy  of  retaliation 
would  not  hurt  the  agricolturist  as  much 
■as  the  other  policy  which  lay  behind  it. 
That  was  the  policy  of  the  Prime  Minister 
whioh,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  under- 
stand it,  was  the  policy  of  the  half-way 
house.    The  Prime  Minister's  policy  was 
to  impose  taxes  only  on  manufactured 
articles.  The  effect  of  that  policy  would 
be  that  every  farmer,  and  every  apjcal- 
tural  labourer,  would  have  to  pay  more  for 
everything  be  had  to  buy ;  the  tendency 
would  be  that  wages  would  fall ;  and  the 
Actual  result  would  be  that  the  formers 
would  be  crippled  and  the  labourers 
would  be  crippled.    That  would  be  a 
bad  thing  for  those  who  had  to  live  on 
the  land  and  by  the  land.    He  was  con- 
^rmed  in  that  view  by  what  had  been 
said  at  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agrionltnre 
by  a  well-know  Agriculturist,  Mr.  Rider 
Haggard,  who  said  that  the  policy  of  the 
Prime  Minister  would  nearly  approach 
ruin,  and  appealed  to  the  formers  to 
resist  it  to  the  last.    That  was  the 
opinion  of  a  gentleman  who  was  a  Gon> 
servative  and  whose  opinion  in  the  matter 
would  be  treated  with  respect  by  agri- 
-Guitarists.     Mr.   Haggard   also  said 
that  it  waa  all  very  well  for  t}ie  leaders 

Mr.  Evelifn  Cedl. 
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(rf  his  Party  to  say,   "  Jump  into 
the  fiscal  river  and  when  you  an  b^ni' 
ning  to  sink,  Mr.  Balfour  in  a  boat  will  be 
ready  to  poll  you  out.     He  did  not 
believe  in  Mr.  Balfour's  boat,  it  might  be 
wanted  when  it  was  not  there.  There 
was  no  half-way  house  on  the  steep  road 
which  ran  from  free  trade  to  protection, 
they  must  have  one  or  the  other.**  He 
himself  thought  that  the  right  hon .  GJentle- 
man  the  Member  for  the  Sleaford  Divi- 
sion was  very  well  advised  when,  the 
other  day,  he  did  not  venture  to  refer 
to  what  the  effect  the  Prime  Minister's 
poUcy  would  be  on  agrieulturistB.  A 
stranger  in  the  House  would,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  sentences, 
have  thought  from  his  speech  that  the 
right   hon.    Qentleman   was    a  great 
mannfactorer  and  not  a  great  agrionltiiiist, 
as  the  whole  tenor  of  his  speech  was 
what  the  policy    would  do  for  the 
manufocturers.   The  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man was  the  leader  of  the  agricnltniists ; 
but  he  did  not  say  a  word  as  to  how 
the  policy  of  the  Prime  Minister  would 
affeet  them,  because  he  knew  that  that 
policy  meant  certain  ruin  for  fanners. 
The  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  also  supported 
t^e  policy  of   the  ex-Colonial  Secre- 
tary. He  himself  was  willing  to  admit 
that  on  the  face    of  it  that  policy 
appeared  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
agriculturist.    That  was  the  policy  of 
the  "  whole  hoggei,"  which  would  put 
taxes  on  all  round.   He  had  looked  in 
to  that  scheme  to  see  what  advantage 
it  would  be  to   agricultnrists,  and 
although   he  would    be    prepared  to 
make  sacrifices  himself  and  would  not 
add  to  the  cost  of  the  living  of  the 
working  classes  of  this  oonntty  for  his 
own  benefit.   He  must  give  his  advice  to 
his  Agrienltural  friends  upon  its  merit, 
and  not  upon  sentiment^one. 
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Bzamimiig  tiw  soheme  ba  found  that  it 
wu  eflsentiaUy  a  manufactoiera  and 
CkJomal  one  for  the  i^t  hon.  GentUman 
tiie  Huaber  for  West  Bixmin^uun  stated 
hi  the  most  fraak  way  that  this  ooostry 
was  not  an  agricoltaral  oonntry  and 
Bevei  would  be,  and  tbat  the  main  souoe 
of  Uu  pfosperity  of  tin  ooontiy  wu  its 
great  muiufaotaies.  The  essenoe  <rf  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentlemui's  soheme  was 
to  pretend  to  benefit  agrioaltarists  and 
throw  dust  in  their  eyas  and  petsoade 
tiiem  that  tbey  would  be  better  off 
undu  proteotion.  The  tax  the  eight  hon. 
Gentleinan  proposed  on  agrienltazal 
prodnce  was  5  per  eent.  oidy  as  oom- 
pfuted  with  10  per  cent,  on  mannfactured 
articles  and  a  2b.  daty  a  quarter  oa  wheat, 
lb.  Martin  Sntttm,  a  great  antiliori^  on 
this  qaesti<m,  declared  in  a  letter  to  The 
Times  that  a  2s.  dut^  on  wheat  would  not 
be  tibe  slightest  advantage  to  the  farmers, 
and  tiiat  a  lOs.  duty  was  the  smallost 
dn^  that  would  be  of  any  use  to 
them.  As  regarded  the  6  per  oent. 
doty  on  dairy  prodooe  and  meat,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  at  tiie  present 
moment  there  was  enormous  competition 
from  tike  Colonies  and  the  essence  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  soheme  was^to 
stimulate  further  competition  from  the 
Cktlonies.  The  object  of  tiie  tax  on  dairy 
joodnoe  and  meat  was  not  to  help  the  agri* 
oultoial  interest  inthis  ooontry,  but  to  help 
Canada  and  Australia  by  stimulating  the 
production  of  meat,  batter,  and  cheese,  in 
tikoee  oountxies.  As  xe^^uded  meat,  it 
shonld  be  rememl^red  that  half  the  meat 
now  imported  was  colonial ;  and  therefore, 
the  English  agrioulturists  would  not  get 
the  ben^t  of  the  6  per  cent,  duty,  but 
would  only  get  the  benefit  of  half  of  it. 
The  west  of  England  knew  already  what 
cfdonial  competition  was.  In  Somerset- 
shire tlw  Cheddar  eheese  industry  had 


Boffered  serezely  by  tiw  importation 
el  Oanadiao  cheese  and  in  many  places 
it  had  quite  destroyed  the  making 
of  cheese.  As  re^rded  dairy  pro- 
dnce, the  result  of  the  tax  would  be 
to  further  stimulate  colonial  competi- 
tion as  well  as  to  increase  the  price 
oi  feeding  stofb^  which  were  imported 
iiom  f(MPeign  oountrias.  They  might  be 
told  they  oould  use  maize  instead,  on 
whioh  no  tax  was  to  be  put.  Maize 
might  be  very  valuable,  but  it  could  not 
be  used  entirely  by  itself.  It  was  not, 
moreovw,  of  such  value  as  oilcake  or 
ootton-oake  upon  whidi  10  per  oent  duty 
would  be  imposed.  Then  it  was  said  that 
the  farmers  would  have  plenty  of  com 
offals;  and  tiiat,  owing  to  the  duty 
on  flou.  The  fanner  had,  however,  some 
experience  already  on  that  point.  When 
the  duty  of  5d.  cwt.  on  flour  was  put  on,  it 
was  said  it  would  be  bjx  imnmse  advantage 
to  the  farmers;  but  it  turned  oat,  as  was 
stated  by  himself  at  the  time,  that  offals 
were  exported  to  the  very  countries 
whibk  were  competing  with  the  British 
fumer  in  dairy  produce.  The  offals 
were  exported  because  the  freight  abroad 
was  cheaper  than  railway  rates  at  home, 
and  the  drawback  of  2s.  6d.  a  ton  on 
offals  exported  was  also  an  important 
stxmohis.  Under  the  scheme  of  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Kember  for  West 
Birmin^iam  the  eiqKwters  of  offals  would 
get  a  bounty  of  Ss.  a  ton,  and  the  induce- 
ment to  export  offals  abroad  doubled.  The 
Prime  Ministw  confirmed  that  view,  as, 
speaking  on  the  rraaoval  of  the  ocvn  tax, 
he  said — 

**  H»  was  1^  no  ihbhis  ovtaiii  that  the  extra 
qnaatitgr  (rf  wheat  offsls  milled  in  this  couutf  y 
went  to  iha  fanner,  M  the  drawback  offered  an 
extra  indnoement  to  millers  to  export  them  to 
thertvalfl  <tf  fannerson  the  Ck>ntin«at.  Hewaa 
oonvinoed,  he  said,  that  fisoally  it  was  a  good 
tax,  bnt  the  fitfmm  had  more  oanae  to  oomplaiii 
of  it  than  any  oOwr  olaas." 
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The  truth  was  that  it  was  mnoh  aaaier  1  wonldgooatofenltiTationalti^etheT.  He 
to  export  offals  than  consign  them  to  |  added  that  his  labonreis  who  were  paid 
distant  counties  at  home  owing  to  .  Ss.  a  week  were  better  off  tiuu  he  waa. 
tha  heavy  rates  oha^ied  by  the  j  Agriculture  must  have  hem  in  a  very  bad 
railway  companies.    He  ventnied  to  state  at  that  period  iriien  a  fanner  told 


say  that  the  Qovemment  would  be  doing 
more  good  to  tiie  agriculturists  i^  instead 
of  putting  a  2s,  tax  on  wheat,  to  give  pre- 
ference to  the  colonial  burner,  they  were 
to  forbid  the  railway  companies  ^ving 
preferential  rates  to  foreign  goods. 
The  late  Mr.  Hanbury  urged  on  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  prevent  the  present 
state  of  things  under  which  bacon,  butter 
and  cheese  from  abroad  was  taken  kom. 
Southampton  to  London  for  6s.  a  ton, 
whereas  the  same  British  produce  was 
chained  17s.  Ud.  per  ton.  The  farmers 
should  insist  the  Qovemment  should  pro- 
vide that  foreign  goods  should  be  charged 
same  rates  as  English  goods,  and  that 
theBi^^h  goods  should  be  carried  at  the 
same  rates  as  forogn  goods.  Hr. 
Chamberlain's  scheme-  by  its  tax  oa 
feeding  stufis  would  destroy  the  milk 
trade  which  was  ntme  too  prosperous  1^ 
iooreai^g  the  cost  of  the  prodnctim  of 
milk. 

They  were  being  told  of  the  good 
old  days  of  protection.  They  might 
have  been  good  old  days,  but  only  for 
a  very  limited  dass  indeed.  The  farmers 
suffered  very  much  in  the  eariy  part  of 
the  century.  Evidence  was  given  before 
Select  Committees  of  this  House  in  1^1 
and  1833.  Before  the  former,  a  large 
fanner  in  Somerset  said  he  sold  wheat  at 
64s.  a  quarter,  paid  his  men  8s.  a  week 
wages,  and  considered  that  the  right  price 
for  wheat  was  10s.  a  bushel.  In  1833  when 
wheat  was  62a.  Ud.  a  quarter,  nearly 
double  what  it  was  at  present,  another 
Somersetshire  farmer  complained  that  if 
wheat  fell  to  50t.  a  quarter  poor  land 

Sir  Bdwai'i  Strarhey. 


a  Committee  of  this  House  that  his 
labourers  receiving  8b.  a  week  were  better 
off  than  he  was.  If  the  ex^me  protec- 
tionists had  their  way,  as  no  doubt  l^ey 
would  if  the  Qovemment  continued  on 
the  slide  Uiey  were  on,  agriculture  would 
be  in  at  bad  a  state  aa  it  waa  before  tiw 
repeal  of  the  Com  Laws.  The  fanners  and 
tiie  labourers  would  suffer  and  the  land- 
hnds  would  get  very  littie  advantage  as 
shown  hf  evidenoe^ven  before  the  Select 
Committees  he  had  referred  to,  t&at  land 
was  unlet  'and  ruits  falling  owing  to 
touuits  having  lost  their  coital  thoo^ 
price  of 'whea^  was  double  or  txeUe 
what  it  now  was.  As  an  agriculturist  he, 
therefore,  most  sto>ngly  supported  die 
Amendment  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
tiie  debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Sir 
Howard  Vinuani.)  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday 
next. 


NBW  BILL, 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  ACTTS  (EXTEXSIOM). 
Bill  to  extend  ^e  Public  Libraries 

Acts  to  counties,  ordered  to  be  brought 
^  in  by  Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr.  Bryoe,  Sir  James 
I  Rankin,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jcnee,  Ifr.  Ll<^- 
I  Qeozge,  ai^  lb.  Samuel  Evans. 

!  FUBUC  LIBRARIES  ACTS  (EXTENSION^ 
,  BILL. 

"  To  extend  the  Public  Libraries  Acts 

I  to  counties,"  presented  accordingly,  and 

I  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 

I  time  upon  Tuesday,  23rd  February,  and 

to  be  printed.  [Bill  66.]  .  i\ 

A^joamed  at  haU  after  five- 
o'clock  ^HoDday  nest.  ; 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  15th  February,  1904. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  derk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  apon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  been  complied  with : — Clyde  Valley 
.  EleotrioFow«r;  LothiansElectrio Power; 
-|  Young  and  BelVs  Patents. 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  tike 
^  forthinr  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with: — 
Weston-snp«r-Mare  Grand   Pier  [h.l.]; 
g  Matlock  and  District  Gas  [h.l.]  ;  Fort- 
!|  madoo,  Beddgelert,  and  South  Snowdon 
^  Railway  [h.l.];  Great  Western  Railway 
[h.l.];  Isle  of  Thanet  L^t  Railways 
I  [h.l,1. 

^  The  same  were  ordwed  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

^' 

^  Marylebone  Chapels  (Saint  James, 
^  Westmoreland  Street).   Petition  of  the 

^  right  hoQ.  Robert  George  Windsor  CUve 
Baron  Windsw,  and  of  the  Revwend 
William  Barker,  Rector  of  the  Parish  of 
S  St.  Marylebone,  Trustees  of  the  Chapel 
I  of  Saint  James,  Westmoreland  Street, 
S  praying  for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to 
I  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  Chapel  of  Saint 

^  James,  Westmoreland  Street,   and  for 

^  other  purposes  connected  therewith; 
together  with  a  ca^y  of  the  proposed  BUI 

;p annexed  thereto;  resfll,  and  referred  to 

^  the  Examiners. 

•% 

'%  Ilford  Urban  District  Coonoil  Bill 
^  [h.l.];  LotMukS  Electric  Power  Bill 
^  [h.l.].  PresMited,  and  read  I*. 

Yonng  and  Bell's  Patents  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Present^;  read  1*;  imd  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Weaver  Navigation  (Constitution 
and  Finance)  Bill  [h.l.];  Withnell  Chis 
Bill  [h.l.].  Read  2*. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

TKADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  3121.  Egypt  (Trade,  1887-1902). 
VOL.  CXXIX.   [Fourth  Series.] 


CHINA.No.2(190i). 

Correspondence  respecting  the  Russian 
occupation  -  (rf  Manchnria  and  New- 
ohwang. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

Return  for  the  month  of  November, 
1903. 

TRANSVAAU  ' 

Further  correspfHideoce  r^rdin^  iAie 
Transvaal  labonr  question  (in  oontmna- 
tion  of  [Cd.  1888],  February,  1904). 
Presented  (by  Command)  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ANDTRAVERS 
FOUNDATION  (CAPITAL  AND  INCOME 
ACCOUNTS,  1902-1903). 

Accounts  of  the  receipt  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  capital  and  of  the  income 
derived  from  the  lands  and  other 
property  held  for  the  benefit  of  Green- 
wich Hospital  and  the  foundation  of 
Samuel  Travers,  Esquire,  for  the  year 
ended  31  st  March,  1903;  together  with 
the  Report  of  the  (TomplToller  and 
Auditor-Creneral  thereon. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETrES,  WORKMEN'S 
COMPFA'SATION     SCHEMES.  INDUS- 
TRIAL AND  PROVIDENT  SOCIETIES, 
AND  TRADES  UNIONS. 

Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar  of 
Friendly  Societies,  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1903. 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  FUND 
(IRELAND)  (NON  -  CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS). 

Account  for  Ha  year  ended  3l8t 
December,  1903. 

GREEK  LOAN  OF  1832. 
Annual  Account  for  1903. 

SUPERANNUATION  (PROFESSIONAL 
QUAUFIUATIONS). 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  30th  January, 
1904,  declaring  t^t  for  the  due  and 
efficient  dischiurge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Inspector-General  in  Bankruptcy, 
professional  or  other  peculiu  qualifica- 
tions not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  on 
the  Public  Service  are  required.  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  Ue  on  th^iJftH^jGoOQle 
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HBSSAOE  FROM  THE  KINO. 

The  lord  STEWARD  (The  Earl  of 
Pembroke)  brought  down  t^e  following 
message  from  the  King — 

"  I  have  received  with  great  satufaotitHi  the 
loyal  and  dutifat  expression  of  your  thanks  for 
the  Speech  with  which  I  have  opened  the 
pteaeot  senkm  <rf  Parliament." 

(  ADDRESS. 

Ihe  King's  Answer  to  the  Addreas  of 
Tuesday  the  2nd  instant  reported;  and 
Address  and  Answer  to  be  printed  and 
published. 

WEI-HAI-WEI— AN  UNFOUNDED 
RUMOUR. 

'  Eabl  SPENCER:  I  am  not  sore 
whethw  the  noble  Uarquess  has  any 
further  information  to  communicate  with 
reference  to  the  answer  he  was  good 
enough  to  give  to  me  the  other  day  about 
Wei-hai-Wei. 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lahsdowne):  A  telegram  was  sent 
from  the  Admiralty  with  reference  to 
tiie  story  of  Wei-hai-Wei  being  uaed  as  a 
base  of  attack  upon  Pent  Arthur  by  the 
Japanese  fleet.  It  was  dated  12tih 
February  and  was  as  follows — 

"Admiralty  to  Commander-in-Chief,  China 
8tati(Hi.  Rumour  current  in  St.  Petersburg 
causing  great  exasperation  that  Wei-hai-Wei, 
with  Oreat  Britain's  oonniTance,  was  used  hy 
Japanese  as  a  base  for  attack  coi  P<vt  Arthur. 
Important  that  His  Hajesly'B  Gonnunent 
should  be  in  a  pontion  to  rare  abeobite  omtn- 
diction.   Report  without  dslay." 

The  'Admiralty  has  now  leceired  the 
following  answer— 

"  Houff-kong,  Felffuaiy  12,  1904.  Batqour 
absolotefy  without  foundation.  Wei-hai-Wei 
did  not  even  know  operations  were  proceeding 
until  I  telegraphed  fight.  First  intimation  of 
operations  came  throu^  Chefoo  from  steamer 
4»lling  there  from  Fort  Arthur.  Wei-hai- Wei's 
first  direct  knowledge  of  belliserentprooeedings 
WAS  the  Tint  of  steamn  "  enpng  to  report 
circumstances  of  her  being  fired  oa.  Air  oat 
here  is  full  of  baseless  rumour  obviously 
delibaately  concocted." 

The  "Fuping,"  as  the  noble  Earl  will 
remember,  is  the  steamer  which  was  fired 
at  as  she  was  leaving  Port  Arthur. 

AFFAIRS  OF  SOUTH-EASTERN  EUROPE- 
CONDITION  OF  MACEDONIA. 

♦LoED  NEWTON,  who  had  given 
notice  '*  To  call  attention  to  the  correspon- 
dence recently  presented  to  Parliament 


respecting  the  affairs  of  Sonth-Eastem 
Europe  and  to  move  for  farther  Papers,*' 
said :  My  Lords,  just  about  a  rear  ago  I 
called  attention  to  the  threatening  aspect 
of  affairs  in  Macedonia,  and  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  in  his  reply,  made  what  I 
think  was  the  fullest  statement  that  has 
yet  been  made  with  regard  to  British 
policy  in  part  of  the  world,  and  the 
most  important  statement  which  was 
elicited  from  him  was  that  ffis  Majesty's 
Government  had  determined,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  signatory  Powers 
to  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  to  leave  the 
decision  of  the  question  to  the  Austrian 
and  Russian  Governments.  A  year  has 
passed  since  and  I  do  not  think  it 
is  any  exaggeratiim  to  say  tiiat  the  state 
of  Macedouia  and  of  Bnrq[>ean  Turkey 
generally  has  gone  steadily  from  bad  to 
worse.  Since  the  date  of  the  reform 
scheme  which  was  put  forward  by  th«* 
Austrian  and  Russian  Grovernments  and 
accepted  by  the  Porte,  twelve  months 
have  eUpsed.  During  that  period  many 
thousands  of  persons  have  lost  their  lives, 
some  in  fair  fighting,  others  in  the  coazae 
of  massacre ;  many  hundreds  of  villages 
have  been  destroyed,  and  many  thousands 
of  refugees  are  now  existing  in  a  miserable 
state  both  inside  and  outside  of 
provinces  in  questitm. 

Upon  whom  does  the  responsibUity  for 
this  state  of  things  lie  ?  Ilie  majority  of 
persons  in  this  country  have  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  determining  upon  whom  the 
responsibility  rests.  The  majority  of 
persons  in  tliis  c^ntry  place  the  whole 
responsibility  upon  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, but  I  cannot  help  pointing  out 
that  in  many  instanees  there  appears  to 
be  a  somewhat  erroneous  conception  of 
the  situation.  It  is  generally  assumed — 
more  especially  in  ecclesiastical  circles — 
that  die  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
Macedonia  is  due  to  the  general  persecu- 
tion of  the  Christian  inhabitants  by  the 
Mussulmans.  Ithasbeen  already  pointed 
out  more  than  once,  but  perhaps  it  is 
worth  while  pointing  it  out  again,  that 
that  is  not  an  exact  definition  of  the 
present  state  of  things.  The  present 
state  of  things  arises  directly  from  the 
determination  of  the  Bulgarian  in- 
habitants of  Macedonia  to  free  themselves 
from  Turkish  rule,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  they  oaiCi|tteiuvjh)Qiulgd(^or  that 
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determination.  I  would  observe  to  your 
Lordahips  that  this  contention  of  mins  is 
amply  justifiod  by  the  fact  that  the  in- 
snrrectioiL  which  is  maintained  by  the 
Bulgarian  inhabitants  of  Macedonia,  re- 
oeives  not  only  no  support  from  the 
Greeks  and  tlw  other  (Siristians  in  the 
provinces,  but  is  actively  opposed  by 
them, 

To  return  to  the  question  of  responsi- 
bility. I  admit  to  the  full  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Turkish  Government;  but 
that  responsibility  must  be  shared  by  the 
irreconcilable  section  of  the  Macedonian 
insurgents;  it  must  bs  shared  also,  in  a 
more  modified  degree,  by  the  Bulgarian  , 
Government,  and,  las^y,  I  regret  to  say 
it  most  be  shared  to  some  extent  by 
the  Austrian  and  Russian  Govern- 
ments, which  have  undertaken,  with 
complete  unsaceess,  the  pacification 
of  the  country.  Dealing  first  of  all  with 
the  responsibiUty  of  Turlroy,  no  one  can 
deny  that  the  Turkish  Government  is  the 
original  colpiit  in  the  matter.  No  one 
in  their  senses  would  attempt  to  defend 
the  massacres  and  the  outrages  that  have 
been  perpetrated  by  the  Turkish  troops, 
and  no  one  will  deny,  or  attempt  to  deny, 
the  continual  obstruction  of  the  Turkish 
Government  to  all  proposed  reforms — an 
obstruction  which  is  due  to  the  innate 
stupidity  of  t^e  Ottoman  Government. ; 
But,  at  ^  same  time,  with  the  best  will  in 
the  world,  supposing  that  the  Turkish 
Government  had  really  been  anxious  to 
carry  out  the  reforms  which  have  now 
been  pressed  upon  them,  I  for  my  part 
am  unable  to  see  how  they  could  have 
succeeded.  During  t^e  last  year— you 
may  say  far  more  t^n  that— there  has 
been  a  permanent  insurrection  going  on  , 
in  the  conntry.  The  position  of  tiie  Turks 
is  very  much  like  to  a  man  whose  house 
is  on  fire  and  who  is  surrounded  by  his 
friends  who  order  him  to  put  out  the  fire 
According  to  their  instructions,  but  in 
his  endeavours  to  put  it  out,  he  finds 
that  it  is  continually  being  set  ablaze  in  ' 
other  parts.  The  fact  is,  the  Turkish 
Government  is  totally  unable  to  put  an 
end  to  the  insurrecticm,  and  the  insurrec- 
tion in  itself  is  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  any  reforms.  I  say  that 
the  Turkish  Government,  so  far,  has  | 
shown  itself  absolutely  incapable  of  put- 
ting down  the  insurrection,  and,  as  a  | 


'  proof  of  the  almost  complete  demoralisa- 
tion of  the  Turkish  Administration,  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  the  insurgents 
draw  the  greater  quantity  of  their 
military  supplies  through  Turkey  and  by 
means  of  the  Turkish  officials  and  the 
Turkish  officers. 

But  there  is  another  point  which,  I 
think,  muBt  have  forced  itself  upon 
everyone  who  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
read  the  last  two  Blue-books.  I  main- 
tain  that  it  is  as  plain  as  possible,  and  I 
maintained  so  last  year,  that  the  revolu- 
tionary committees  have  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  allowing  the  reforms  to  be 
introdttoed.  The  object  of  tlie  revolu- 
tionary committees  or  their  leaders,  or, 
at  all  events,  the  object  of  some  of  the 
leaders,  has  been  to  render  the  introduc- 
tion of  reforms  impossible ;  and,  what  is 
much  worse,  they  have  in  some  instances, 
I  regret  to  say  in  many[instances,  deliber- 
ately endeavoured,  by  the  commission 
of  crimes  themselves,  to  goad  the  Turks 
into  perpetrating  atrocities  on  a  large 
scale.  If  anybody  doubts  t^e  truth  of 
this  assertion  I  need  onlyrefra  him  to 
the  despatches  from  the  Consuls  who  so 
ably  represent  ns  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  The  Blue-books  teem  with 
evidence  of  the  crimes  of  some  of  these 
revolutionary  bands  and  of  their  methods, 
and  I  repeat  that  this  information  does  not 
oome  from  the  Turkish  Govemmeat,  bu . 
is  supplied  by  independent  witnesses  such 
as  the  Greeks  andHisMajesty's Consols. 
I  should  like  to  quote  one  single  instance. 
In  June  last  year  I  observe  that  the 
Greek  Minister  in  London  handed  to  the 
noble  Marquess  a  list  of  between  100  and 
200  Greeks  who  had  been  deliberately 
murdered,  apparently  in  cold  blood,  by 
the  Bulgarian  insnrgoits  in  pursuance  of 
their  irreconcilable  programme.  These 
men  have  not  only  murdered  inoffensive 
men,  and  women  too,  in  cold  blood,  but 
they  have  burnt  villages  and  blown  up 
railways  and  bankd,  and  one  of  their 
most  notorious  leaders  announced  in  the 
summer  of  last  year  that  if  the  oommittees 
were  suppressed  he  Wouhl  take  measures 
for  the  assassination  of  the  English,  the 
French,  or  the  German  Consul  in 
Salonika. 


The  Prime  Minister  was  not  long  ago 
much  found  fault  with  for  his  Tersion  of 
the  bahince  of  criminality. 
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once  that,  if  it  is  a  question  of  quantity  \ 
the  balance  of  cTiminalit7  is  decidedly  in  i 
favour  of  the  Turks.    They  have  un- 
doubtedly burnt  more  villages,  massacred 
more  people,  and  committed  atrocities  on  | 
a  much  laigerecale  than  their  oppouents.  | 
But  v  hat  I  should  like  to  point  out  is  I 
this,  that  the  work  of  the  irreconcilable 
insurgents  has  been  of  precisely  the  same 
character  as  that  of  the  Turldsh  troops, 
although  not  upon  the  same  scale,  and  if 
it  comes  to  a  question  of  quality  and 
of  character  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the 
crimes  perpetrated  by  the  insurgents  are 
not  the  worst  of  the  two.   Although  the 
crimes  committed  by  the  Turkish  Ixoops 
are  outrageous  in  tiieir  nature,  yet  they 
are  crimes  which  are  perpetrated  by  men 
who  in  many  Instances  are  little  better 
than  semi-barbarians,  and  who  have  been 
goaded  by  extreme  provocation ;  on  the 
other  hand,  the  deliberate  crimes  of  the 
Bulgarian  insurgents,   under  some  of 
their  leaders,  have  [been  committed  by 
Christian  and  hif^ly  educated  men. 

"With  regard  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
Bulgarian  Government,  which  I  said  was 
a  lesser  form  of  responsibility,  I  think 
that  the  position  of  that  Government  is 
well  defined  by  Mr.  Elliot,  who  wrote  in 
the  summer  of  last  year  that  fbe  limits 
of  the  Bulgarian  Government  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  amount  of  repxesuon 
which  the  country  will  stand.  If  I 
diagnose  the  Blue-book  correctly,  the 
country  will  not  stand  any  repression  at 
all.  At  all  events,  the  Bulgarian  Govern- 
ment has  never  made  any  very  serious 
effort  to  cope  with  the  difficulty.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  bands  are 
formed  there  and  start  from  Bulgaria ; 
that  they  retreat  there  when  they  are 
too  severely  pressed;  that  they  are  in 
many  cases  officered  by  officers  of  the 
Bulgarian  Army;  and  that  they  are 
frequently  armed  with  rifles  taken  from 
the  Government  stores.  There  is  an 
active  and  flourishing  manufacture  of 
bombs  carried  on  in  the  country,  and 
when  the  insnigent  chiefs  return  to 
Bulgaria  they  meet  with  triumphant 
receptions.  But  the  Bulgarian  Govern- 
ment supplies  the  one  hurrorous  touch 
in  this  gloomy  tragedy.  Towards  the 
end  of  October,  when  the  prospects  as 
to  peace  were  slightly  better,  it  was 
proposed  that  troops  on  both  sides  should 
Lord  Nev^on. 
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be  disbanded,  and  Mr.  EUiot  explained 
that  the  Bn^rian  Government  wooU 
be  glad  to  send  as  many  men  home  as 
possible  in  order  that  they  might  take 
part  in  the  general  election.  I  am  not 
surprised  at  this  desire  of  the  Balgarian 
Government,  because  I  once  happened  to 
be  in  Bulgaria  whilst  a  general  eJectica 
was  going  tm,  and  I  remember  observing 
that  every  voter  as  he  approached  the 
ballot  was  taken  cha^  of  by  a  soldier, 
who  took  care  that  he  voted  the  right 
way.  I  imagine  ttat  older  Govenunents 
must  wish  that  they  had  similar  means 
at  their  disposal  in  order  to  secure  a 
majority  when  a  general  election  occurs. 

I  now  pass  from  the  responsibility  of 
Turkey,  of  the  insurgents,  and  of  the 
Bulgarian  Government,  to  tiie  respon- 
sibility of  the  Austrian  and  Russian 
Governments.   As  far  back  as  February, 
1902,  it  had  begun  to  dawn  even  iqwn 
these  two  Governments  that  tiie  situa- 
tion in  Hacedcmia  was  threatening,  and 
in  that  month,  to  use  tiieir  own  aincted 
language,  the  two  Governments  were 
having  a  "loyal  exchange  of  views," 
For    a    whole   year   they  continued 
to  loyally  exchange  views  with  no  result ; 
but  in  1903,  owing  in  great  measure  to 
the  efforts  made  by  tJie  noble  Marquess, 
tJiey  succeeded  in  producing  a  feeble 
scheme  of  reform  whu^  was  accepted  by 
the  noble  Marquess  and  by  tbe  other  sig- 
natory Powers  to  the  Treaty  of  Berlin, 
the  noble  Marquess  being  judicious  enough 
to  accept  it  in  principle  and  to  reserve  to 
himself  the  ri^t  of  making  further  sug- 
gestions that  he  might  think  necessary. 
This  Bohnne  was  not  happy  in  its  start. 
It  dealt  largely  with  the  question  of  the 
gendarmerie,  and  amcmgst  other  things 
recommended  a  general  amnesty.  A 
general  amnesty  took  place;  but  what 
was  the  result  ?    A  good  many  thoosaod 
prisoners  were  released,  and,  as  the  Con- 
suls pointed  out  would  be  the  case  before 
it  happened,  they  all  immediately  went 
oS  and  joined  the  insurgent  band^. 
Another  recommendaldon  was  that  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  gendarmerie 
should  be  C^iristians,  but  I  gather  from  a 
despatch  from  one  of  the  Consuls  that 
each  one  of  these  Christian  gendarmes 
required  a  special  bodyguard  to  protect 
him  in  doing  his  duty.    Fighting  was 
going  on  all  the  time.    I  will  quote  a 
passage  froQi^thei^Ib&^Kiicl^^wing  the 


1265 


Affai)'s  oj 


{15  February  1904}    SoxdhrEmtem  Ewrojpe.  1266 


view  with  which  the  Austrian  Govern- 
meot  treated  the  threatening  danger.  In 
tike  Bnmmer  of  last  year  Count  Grolnc- 
howBki,  the  Austrian  Foreign  Secretary, 
was  asked  by  our  Ambassador  how  things 
were  going  on,  and  he  relied  that  he 
h(^>ed  that  things  there  would  turn  out 
less  bad  than  they  generally  expected, 
and  the  foundation  for  this  opti8i<3m  was 
that  he  haH  received  very  few  telegrams 
lately  from  Macedonia. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  exercised  by  the 
noble  Marquess — and  I  will  say  this  for 
the  noble  Marquess,  that  he  and  Sir  N. 
O'Conor,  our  Ambassador  at  Constanti- 
nople, appear  to  be  the  only  two  persons 
who  tiiroughout  this  business  have  shown 
any  sense  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation 
—towards  the  end  of  October  the  Austrian 
and  Russian  Governments  put  their 
heads  together  and  came  out  with  a  new 
scheme,  which  is  known  as  the  Murzsteg 
scheme.  I  will  not  go  into  the  details  of 
this  scheme,  but  it  was  submitted  to  the 
noble  Marquess,  and  he  approved  of  it 
generally,  making  the  same  reservation 
tiiat  he  had  made  with  regard  to  the 
former  scheme,  and  adding  the  somewhat 
obvions  ^observation  that  there  was  no 
provision  in  the  scheme  for  the  payment 
of  anybody  in  connection  with  it.  In 
order  to  show  the  dilatory  procedure  of 
the  Austrian  and  Russian  Oovemments, 
I  should  like  to  point  out  that  on 
4tJi  Novembw  this  scheme  was  presented 
to  the  Porte  and  flitly  refused.  There- 
upon His  Majesty's  Government  were 
naturally  rather  perturbed,  and  again 
applied  to  Count  Goluchowski.  Count 
Cfoluohowski,  declining  absolutely  to  be 
harried,  said  increased  pressure  mu^t  ba 
ezennsed  Jon  the  Porte,  ibut  first  of  ^all 
careful  examination  of  the  answer  must 
be  made.  On  9th  November,  the  Russian 
and  Austrian  Governments  sent  a  Note 
saying  that  they  were — to  usa  their  own 
language — "painfully  embarrassed"  by 
the  reply  they  received.  People  who 
zeodive  a  flat  refusal  generally  are  pain- 
fully embarrassed.  On  24th  November, 
the  Porte  consented  to  accept  the  reforms 
in  principle,  but  reserved  the  right  of 
opposing  them  in  detail. 

On  30th  November,  a  step  further  was 
taken.  The  two  Governments  actually 
agreed  upon  two  assessors,  but  I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to  a  notable  fact 


with  regard  to  them.  I  observe  that  the 
Austrian  assessor  was  apparently  selected 
on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  Russian, 
not  the  language  which  one  would  imagine 
to  be  the  most  useful  in  the  circumstances. 
The  assessors  were  agreed  upon,  but  both 
Governments  considered  that  it  was  inad- 
visable to  send  out  any  foreign  officers 
as  yet — this  beingone  of  the  suggestions 
madebythenobleMarquess.  On4th  Der 
cember  the  Russian  Government  also  de- 
precated sending  any  European  officers 
out,  as  being  a  course  likely  to  arouse  the 
susceptibilities  of  the  Sultan.  On  5th  De- 
cember the  two  Governments,  as  if  they 
had  not  already  wasted  sufficient  time, 
actually  proposed  to  leave  the  selection 
of  the  officer,  who  was  to  reorganise  the 
gendarmerie,to  the  Porte.  OaI2th  Decem- 
ber the  Austrian  Grovernment  were  still 
uncertain  as  to  the  nature  of  the  European 
officers  who  were  to  be  employed. 
On  9th  December  Sir  N.  O'Conor  called  the 
attention  of  the  Russian  Ambassador  in 
Constantinople  to  the  necessity  of  doing 
something,  and  Sir  N.  O'Conor  says  that 
the  Russian  Ambassador  appeared  to 
think  thit  there  was  something  to  be 
said  for  it.  On  l&th  December  Sir  N. 
O'Conor  wrote  horns,  and  I  think  a  quota- 
tion from  this  despatch  really  places  the 
whole  difficulty  in  a  nutshell.  He  wrote—' 

"  Every  week's  deUj  makes  the  obanoes  ot 
the  reformi  padfying  the  oouDtry  less  aad  the 
probkbility  of  a  fresh  outbreik  in  the  spring 
greater.  Shonld  the  preliminary  negotiations 
even  proueed  a  g<MKl  deal  fatter  than  hither- 
to, the  General  can  hardly  arrive  muoh 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  nor  ia  it 
probable  that  the  foreign  officers  who  are 
CO  be  attached  to  him  will  have  all  ar- 
rived even  that  date.  Probably  Jantuuy  will 
be  well  advanced  before  Miy  soheme  of 
reorganisation  is  prepared  and  ready  for 
adoption.  By  that  time  the  spring  will  be  at 
hand  iHth  its  attendant  dangers." 

A  few  daysafter  thit  the  noble  Marquess 
himself  lost  a  certain  amount  of  his  in- 
exhaustible patience  and  wrote — 

"It  cannot  be  said  that  even  the  iniiul  step' 
towards  pattiag  it  into  ^practical  effeot  have 
been  acoomplished." 

As  I  have  already  remarked,  the  noble 
Marquess  and  Sir  N.  O'Conor  are  really 
the  only  people  throughout  this  business 
who  seem  to  lutve  taken  any  real  intwest 
in  it,  and  who  have  made  any  sugges- 
tions. I  daresay  the  noble  Harqnew  will 
tell  me  that  a  certain  amount  has  been 
done  since  the  Blue-book 
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Blue-book  practically  closes  with  the 
despatch  which  I  have  just  read.   I  do 

not  exactly  know  what  the  position  is 
now,  but  the  position  after  about  six 
months  of  the  first  programme  had  gone 
by  was  this,  that  there  was  nothing  to 
show  for  it  except  the  presence  of  the 
Inspector-General  Hilmi  Pasha,  and  two 
Swedish  offiicers,  neither  of  whom  could 
speak  Turkish  or  had  anything  to  do. 

It  is  true  that  some  progress  has  been 
made.  Since  the  Blue-book  dosed,  an 
Italian  general  has  been  selected  to 
reorganise   the   gendarmerie,   and  has 

arrived,  I  understand,  at  Constantinople. 
The  two  assessors  are,  I  believe,  at 
Salonika,  where  they  are  working  under 
the  superintendence  of  Hilmi  Pa^ta,  who 
shows  no  desire  to  encourage  tfaeir  journey 
into  the  interior  of  the  country.  What  I 
think  this  Blue-book  does  show  is  that 
the  Austrian  and  Russian  Governments 
have  proved  themselves  quite  incapable 
of  dealing  with  the  situation,  and  T  do 
not  think  myself,  although  the  noble 
Marquess  may  not  admit  that  I  am  right, 
that  the  reason  is  very  difficult  to  find. 
These  two  Powers — Austria  and  Russia 
— ^who  have  been  called  in  as  physicians 
to  minister  to  the  disease  of  the  sick 
man,  also  consider  themselves  to  be  his 
heirs  and  I  have  no  doubt  each  of  them 
considers  himself  entitled  to  the  position 
of  residuary  legatee.  It  is  clear  to  me 
that  these  two  Governments  have  been 
joBt  as  much  occupied  in  watching  each 
other  as  they  have  been  in  superintend- 
ing and  introducing  reforms.  What  I 
want  to  point  out  is  that  time  is  every- 
thing in  this  business.  All  the  indications 
point  to  an  outbreak  before  long.  I  my- 
self contemplated  a  visit  to  that  part  of 
the  world,  and  I  have  been  making 
inquiries  on  my  own  account  and  am 
told  that  anybody  who  thinks  about 
going  out  there  had  better  lose  no  time 
because  the  end  of  March  is  about  the 
latest  period  on  which  one  can  count 
upon  even  the  present  conditions  being 
maintained.  Owing  to  the  absurd  and 
dilatory  tactics  of  these  twoGovernments, 
who  have  done  little  else  but  play — in- 
voluntarily, no  doubt — into  the  hands  of 
tiie  Sultan  and  the  Porte,  precious  time 
has  been  lost. 

There  remain  about  six  weeks  in  which 
to   put  matters  right.     As  T  said  a 
Lord  Nifwton. 


moment  ago,  an  outbreak  generally 
seems  to  be  anticipated  about  the  aid 

of  March ;  but  it  is  not  merely  an  out- 
break of  insurrection  which  is  anticipated, 
but  a  war  between  Turkey  and  Bulgaria. 
That  war  appeared  imminent  a  year  ago, 
but  it  looks  very  much  more  imminent 
now,  and,  unless  I  entirely  misread  the 
signs,  both  sides  are  eag%  for  ^&g;ht.  The 
Bulgarians  are  more  prepared  than  they 
were  this  time  last  year.  They  have  got 
an  excellent  Amiy,  which  man  lor  man,  is 
probably  much  superior  to  the  Turkish 
Army  ;  and,  on  the  other  himd,  the  Turks 
feel  no  doubt  that  the  situation  has  gone 
on  long  enough  and  that  if  they  can  go  to 
war  and  defeat  the  Bulgarians  they  will  at 
all  events  secure  a  certain  amomit  of 
peace.  In  view  of  the  gravity  of  the 
situation— a  gravity  which  1  do  not  tfaiuk 
can  well  be  exaggerated — I  appeal  to  tho 
noble  Marque  whether  the  time  has  not 
come  when  he  should  produce  the  alter* 
native  which  he  alluded  to,  not  only  in  his 
dcspat<?h,  but  in  the  speech  which  he  made 
on  the  Address.  The  noble  Marquess 
made  use  of  these  significant  words  in  the 
speech  which  he  delivered  on  the 
Address — 

"  If  them  Bchmies  should  fail  to  prodnoe  the 
desired  result,  \re  reserre  to  oanelves  eotiie 
liberty  to  take  into  consideration  and  to  pro- 
pose alternative    and  more   far  -  reMliini; 

iiieaBium" 

Well,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  noble  Marquess  considers  that  the 
time  for  making  suggestions  and  proposals 
has  arrived.  I  have  no  idea  what  his 
reply  wilt  be  to  me  on  this  point.  But, 
at  all  events,  if  he  does  not  consider  that 
the  time  is  yet  ripe  theae  alternative 
proposals,  I  presume  he  will  have  no 
objecti(m  to  midcing  a  statement^  on 
behalf  of  Hia  Majesty^a  Government,  that 
all  the  forces  of  our  diplomacy  will  be 
exercisFd  for  the  purpose  of  localising  this 
war  if  ic  should  break  out,  and  of  limiting 
it  to  the  two  countries  which  are  directly 
(concerned. 

Moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  further 
Papers  respecting  the  affairs  of  South- 
Eastern  Europe."— (iorrf  Newton,) 

The  Earl  of  LYTTON  :  My  Lords, 
in  spite  of  the  extremely  humorous 
description  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
given  of  the  situatioiwJ  think,  everyone 
will  agree  thati^^^yKi^Q^MMl^fficient 
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to  justify  a  general  discussion  on  the 
matter  in  your  Lordshipe'  House.  The 

Cent  moment  is  a  very  critical  one, 
use  everyone  feels  that  time  is  getting 
on  and  that  before  very  lon^  the  moment 
will  have  arrived  when  the  jabours  of  the 
reformers  who  are  working  at  this  moment 
to  bring  about  a  peaceable  settlement  of 
this  Eastern  question  will  necessarily  be 
brought  to  an  end.  It  it  obvious  that  all 
discussions  in  Parliament  upon  matters  of 
foreign  affairs  are  necessarily  handicapped 
to  a  certain  extent  by  a  feeling  of  con- 
straint and  the  knowledge  of  the  necessity 
of  carefully  choosing  words  which  will  not 
be  misinterpreted  in  the  far  regions  to 
which  they  will  be  immediately  tele- 
^phed.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  our  foreign  affairs  cannot 
make  a  speech  on  matters  of  foreign  policy 
in  Parliament  without  very  great  attention 
being  paid  to  everythinj^  he  says,  and 
without  in  msaa  eases  ma  words  being 
received  with  a  certain  disposition  to  mis- 
understand them.  At  any  rate,  he  cannot 
take  part  in  such  discussions  as  if  they 
were  matters  of  ordinaTy  debate.  There- 
fore, though  I  join  witik  my  noble  friend 
in  desiring  to  urge  upon  the  noble 
Marquess  that  he  should  give  us  some 
more  reassuring  evidence  than  has  yet 
been  put  before  the  public  with  regard  to 
a  settlement  of  this  questuHit  I  disclaim 
any  intention  whatever  tA  wisfaiiu  to 
embarrass  his  position  or  to  comiwcate 
the  difficulties  with  which  lie  is  now 
necessarily  confronted. 

I  agree  that  the  noble  Marquess 
has  shown  himself  throi^hout  these 
negotiations  to  be  the  Minister  most 
in  earnest  in  seeking  for  reform  — a  matter 
for  which  we  owe  him  a  great  debt  of 
gratitude.  I  only  intervene,  therefore, 
to  state  the  effect  which  the  Blue-book 
has  had  upon  myself.  I  feel  very  little 
interest  in  any  attempts  to  work  out  the 
balance  of  criminality,  or  to  settle  the 
precise  degree  of  responsibility  for  what 
has  taken  place  in  the  wist.  My  interest 
is  not  in  the  past.  These  outrages  and 
acts  of  violence  which  have  taken  place 
are  matters  which  we  all  regret,  but  my 
anxiety  is  rather  for  the  future  and  what 
is  going  to  take  place.  I  leave  out,  there- 
fore, any  attempt  to  try  and  lodge  the 
responsibility  for  what  has  taken  plaoe 
upon  any  particular  shoulders,  but  I  fed 
that  no  one  can  read  these  Blue-books 
without  feeling  that  three  facts  stand  out 


very  markedly  from  them.  The  first  is  the 
failure  of  the  present  system  of  dual 
control,  which  has  been  left  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  Austria  and  Russia — the 
failure,  that  is,  on  their  part  to  restore 
peace  in  the  troublous  area  or  to  produce 
reforms  whicit  are  received  with  any 
degree  of  satisfaction.  The  second  fact 
is  the  certainty  that,  in  a  very  few  weeks, 
the  insurrection  will  break  out  again,  with 
the  extreme  imminence  of  war  between 
Bulgaria  and  Turkey.  And  the  third  fact 
is  that  Great  Britain  is  really  the  Power 
to  whom  all  concerned  look  with  the 

freatest  amount  of  confidence,  and  the 
ower  which  appears  to  have  the  power 
to  control  the  course  of  events.  Putting 
these  three  facts  together,  it  follows  that  a 
very  considerable  responsibility  rests  upon 
theshoulderaofHis  Majesty's  Governinent; 
and  it  is  unnecessary  to  prove  that^  if  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  jvevent  a  renewal 
of  these  acts  of  violence  of  which  the 
Balkan  Peninsula  has  been  the  scene  so 
recently,  and  which  are  an  insult  and  an 
afiront  to  the  whole  civilised  world,  and 
to  prevent  an  outbreak  of  war  between 
Turkey  and  Bulgaria,  and  secure  both 
these  ends,  they  will  have  gained  the 
gratitude,  not  only  of  everybody  in  this 
country,  but  of  all  the  nations  in  Europe. 
The  point,  therefore,  of  the  utmost 
importance  at  this  moment  is  whether 
these  two  objects  can  be  accomplished. 

The  noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  has  laid  down  two 
conditions  as  necessary  for  any  permanent 
settlement  of  this  question.  The  first  is, 
that  Turkey  should  realise  that  her 
administration  in  practice,  whatever  it 
might  be  in  theory,  is  mtterly  unsatis- 
factory ;  that  it  is  a  gross  violation  of  all 
her  treaty  obligations,  and  a  menace,  not 
only  to  the  security  of  her  own  rule,  but 
to  the  peace  of  neighbouring  >tates.  The 
second  is  that  the  law-abiduig  population 
in  that  part  of  the  world  must  be  made  to 
understand'  both  the  ability  and  deter- 
mination of  the  European  Powers  to 
safeguard  them  against  any  raisgovemment 
in  the  future.  These  are  two  conditions 
which  may  be  accepted,  so  far  as  they  go, 
as  satisfactory  by  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  matter ;  but  the  point  which  follows 
is,  what  has  been  done  to  satisfy,  in  any 
way,  these  conditions  ?  So  far  as  the  Blue- 
book  goes  I  venture  to  sav  that  it  leaves 
one  on  the  last  page  with  the  idea  that 
nothing  has  been  doM  to  satisfy  either  of 
these  two  conditions.   A  yjear  hasjMsaed 
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by  since  the  mandate  was  given  to  the 
two  Powers  in  question  to  carry  out  the 
resettlement  of  this  part  of  the  world. 
It  was  not  until  25th  November  that  they 
produced,  and  got  the  Porte  to 
accept,  any  scheme  of  reform  which 
would  nuike  matters  the  least  bit 
better — that  scheme,  by  the  way,  was 
put  forward  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
noble  Marquess  himself— and  the  Blue- 
book  ends  on  28th  December  without 
anyadvance  having  been  made  whatever. 
The  Porte  merely  gave  a  qualifying 
acceptance  of  those  proposals  of  reform — 
«H»epted  them,  that  is  to  say,  in  prin- 
ciple— and  from  that  moment  to  the 
present,  so  fer  as  we  are  aware,  nothing, 
whatever  has  been  done  in  order  to  get 
them  effectively  carried  out. 

We  have  always  been  told  tiiat  matters 
3uiTe  been  left  to  these  two  countries, 
1>eoaiue  they  are  most  interested  in  that 
situation.    That,  I  think,  no  one  could 
question ;  but  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
mere  interest  which  these  two  Powers 
have  in  Uiat  part  of  the  world  neces- 
sarily prevents  them  from  being  as 
active  as  one  could  wish  in  the  cause  of 
reform  ?   My  noble  friend  has  said  that 
they  are  like  residuary  legatees.    If  I 
might  pursue  that  simile,  I  should  say 
that  they  are  like  two  trustees  who  have 
been  left  in  cha^e  of  a  ward  whose 
fortune,  at  his  death,  would  go  to  them 
— that  is  to  say,  that  a  man,  in  leaving 
bis  fortune  to  his  successor,  and  after 
him  to  two  other  persons,  had  left 
those  two  other  persons  as  trustees  of 
the  ward  during  his  lifetime.    In  that 
case,  would  not  the  law  have  laid  down 
that  the  mere  interest  which  these  two 
had  in  the  death  of   that  particular 
person  did  not  make  them  qualified  to 
be  trustees  in  that  situation  f   It  seems 
to  me  that  these  two  Powers  are  exactly 
in  t^t  position,  and  the  very  feet  of  their 
great  interest  in  that  part  of  the  world 
makes  their  policy  mistrusted  rather  than 
trusted.  Well,  they  have  at  least  produced 
a,  reform  scheme  which  passes  anything 
that  has  been  proposed  up  to  the  present 
moment,  but  even  that  scheme  has  its 
short-comings.  I  should  hke  to  get  to-day 
8o-ne  farther  infcmnation  from  the  noble 
Mnrqaess  with  regard  to  the  scheme — 
flome  information    that  will  carry  us 
further  than  the  Blue-books  which  up  to 
th(^  present  have  been  published — and 
The  Earl  of  Lfftton. 
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some  asQurances  as  to  the  means  which 
will  be  set  on  foot  to  get  it  cairied  oat. 

There  are,  in  my  opinion,  seTenl 
defects  in  the  schune.  The  first  is  tiiat 
the  Inspector -General,  who  is  to  have 

cha^e  of  the    administration  oi  the 
country  for  the  next  two  years,  is  himself 
a  Turk,  and  still  subject  to  the  control  of 
the  Sultan  himself,  and  the  policy  which 
he  pursues  in  the  meantime  will  be  a 
determining  factor  in  his  future  career. 
Is  it  to  be  hoped  that  a  man  in  that 
position,  directly  connected  with  the 
Government  of  Turkey,  can  act  as  inde- 
pendently as  an  adnunistrator  in  thoee 
circumstances  is  bound  to  do?  Then, 
too,  the  Inspector-General  is  a  man  who. 
so  far  as  I  can  gather,  is  not  likely 
to  inspire  great  c(H)fidence  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  are   creating  distorb- 
ances  in  this  part  of  the  world.  He 
has,  to  a  large  extent,  already  forfeited 
their  confidence,  and  that  I  consider  to 
be  a  very  vital  defect  in  this  scheme  of 
reform.    Then  there  is  the  further  point 
that  the  Turkish  governors  of  the  three 
provinces  are  left  entirely  independent  of 
him.    As  your  Lordships  are  probably 
aware,  it  is  the  practice  in  Turlny  for 
every  official  to  receive  his  orders  direot 
from  the  Sultan,  and  they  are  enabled  in 
many  cases  to  override  those  who  are 
placed  over  them.    Therefore,  I  have 
very  grave  doubts  whether,  with  the 
bei»t  will  in  the  world,  this  Inspector- 
General  can  carry  oat  a  very  effective 
adniinistration  of  the  conntry.  Two 
assessors   responsible   to   the  Powers 
have  been  placed  under  him  to  ad- 
vise  and  to  watch  his  actions,  but 
the  powers  of  those  two  assessors  are  at 
present  entirely  indefinite.   That  is  a 
matter  upon  which  I  hope  we  may 
possibly  get  a  little  more  information, 
becaiue  it  seems  to  me  there  is  great 
hkeUhood  that  they  will  be  referred  to 
in  order  to  justify  anything  that  may 
happen  and  in  order  to  share  the  re- 
sponsibility of   the  Inspector-Greneral, 
without  having  any  power  to  get  their 
wishes  enforced. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  gendarmerie — 
the  reorganisation  of  which  is  satisfactory 
so  far  as  it  goes — what  I  should  like  to 
know  is  whether,  when  the  reorganisation 
of  the  gendarmerie  has  ^talgij^glpjee,  the 
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European  officers  who  have  been  intro- 
daced  in  order  to  carry  out  that  reorgani- 
sation, will  be  placed  in  positions  of 
command,  and  wheliier  they  will  be 
asaited  in  any  way  in  le-establiBhii^ 
Older  in  the  conntay.  I  should  alao  like 
to  know  how  many  offioeis  it  is  pn^tosed 
shonld  be  sent  by  Eniopean  Powers  to 
help  the  gendarmerie  to  carry  oat  their 
work.    At  present,  so  far  as  I  can  make 
out,  there  b  only  one  officer  sent  by  the 
Powers,  and,  no  doubt,  while  these  officers 
might  beusedful  in  reporting  what  is  going 
on,  it  cannot  be  shown  that  they  will  be 
in  an^  way  an  effective  force  in  re- 
estabhshing  order.   Then  there  is  another 
point  which  has  not  yet  been  referred  to, 
namely,  the  exclusion  of  the  vilayet  of 
Adrianople  from  the  scheme  of  reforms. 
Here  is  a  case  in  which  not  even  an 
attempt  at  reform  has  been  made.  That 
part  of  the  country  has  been  left  alto- 
geUier  out  tA  consideration.    The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
imagines  that  so  successful  will  be  the 
reforms  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Sultan's 
dominions  that  the  Sultan  himself,  seeing 
how   satisfactory    they   are,    will  be 
induced  to  include]  the  part  left  out 
in  the  reo^nisation.   I  cannot  help 
thinking  HtkaX  that  is  a  very  sanguine 
view  to  tal».  I  have  not  such  confidence 
in  tikis  scheme  fA  reform  as  laid  down  at 
present,  to  imagine  that  when  it  is  carried 
out  the  Sultan  will  be  so  filled  with 
admiration  at  the  result  that  he  will 
propose  to  extend  it.    I  regard  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  vilayet  of  Adrianople  as 
a  serious  defect  in  the  scheme.    So  far 
as  I  can  ms^e  out,  nc  general  amnesty 
is  included.   I       that  in  this  case  it 
has  been  replaced  by  a  mixed  Com- 
mission, both  of  Christian  and  Maho- 
medansjto  try  those  brought  before  them 
for   political   offencea .   I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  this  mixed  tribunal  of 
Christians  and  Hahomedans  is  not  likely 
to  have  the  same   effect  which  the 
promise  of  an  amnesty  would  have; 
that  the  absence  of  this  promise  is  a 
defect   in   this  particular   scheme  of 
reform,  and  that  the  scheme  will  fail 
altogether  to  inspire  that  spirit  of  confi- 
dence which  the  noble  Earl  said  is  so 
essential  to  the  re-establishment  of  order. 

The  noble  Marquess  t&e  Foreign 
Jlinister  throughout  tiiese  negotiations 


has  repeatedly  reserved  to  himself  the 
right  to  propose  more  important  and 
more  far-reaching  measures  of  reform 
when  the  moment  should  arise,  and  in 
view  of  the  very  critical  situation  in 
which  we  find  ourselves  I  should  like 
to  ask  him  whetiier  that  moment  has 
not  now  furived.  There  are  two  circum- 
stances which  do  not  lead  us  to  have 
great  confidence  in  the  future,  which 
will  necessitate  still  more  delays,  and 
will  prevent  the  two  Powers  in  charge 
from  improving  the  methods  which  they 
have  adopted  in  the  past.  First  of  all, 
there  is  the  outbreak  of  war  in  the  Far 
East,  which  must  necessarily,  to  a  vny 
large  extent,  absorb  the  interest  and 
attention  of  Russian  Ministers ;  and, 
secondly,  there  is  the  fact  that  Austria 
herself  is  now  occupied  with  internal 
affairs  of  very  greit  importance.  The 
Austrian  Government  has  been  met  by 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Hui^jarians 
to  her  army  policy,  the  lesolt  of  which 
is  that  the  Hungarian  Parliament  has 
refused  to  vote  the  necessary  money 
for  the  raising  of  new  recruit?.  No 
le.^  than  five  military  riots  have 
already  taken  place,  and  the  Austrian 
Gk>vernment  is  very  much  occupied  in 
this  matter.  Both  of  the  two  Powerj 
conoemed,  in  whose  chatge  the  affairs  of 
Macedonia  have  been  left,  are  more 
occupied  at  this  moment  with  other 
affairs  than  before,  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  the  future  will  bring  any  greater 
precipitancy  on  their  part  or  will  find 
them  more  active  than  tihey  have  been 
in  the  past ;  in  fact,  there  is  really  little 
doubt  tUht  nothing  short  of  a  complete 
change  of  policy  and  the  adoption  of 
the  proposal  which  the  noble  Marqness 
himself  made  in  September  last  year 
will  bring  about  a  peaceful  solution. 

I  cannot  help  feeling  some  regret  that 
the  opinion  expressed  in  the  noble 
Marquess's  despatch  of  29th  September, 
was  not  expressed  more  strongly.  But 
no  doubt  there  were  reasons  for  trjdng 
other  methods  in  the  first  instance.  !f 
the  noble  Marquess  is  unable  to  com  tir 
in  the  view  that  it  is  necessary  now  to 
put  forward  that  alternative  scheme,  I 
trust  he  will  give  us  some  reassurance 
as  to  the  methods  which  will  be«mployed 
to  carry  out  the  scheme  of  reforms  which 
has  beoi  accepted.  The 
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this  moment  is  a  favourable  one  for 
pressing  still  further  the  claims  of  this 
country  in  the  Near  Eut.  There  is  the 
fact  that  these  two  Powers  are  occupied 
with  other  matters;  there  is,  further,  the 
fact  that  this  conntry  is  regarded  with 
a  greater  degree  of  confidence  than 
any  other  Power  by  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  Macedonia.  There  have  been 
petitions  from  the  Mahomedans  them* 
selves  memorialising  the  British  Qovera- 
ment  to  interfere,  and  reputed  petitions 
have  been  sent  in  on  the  part  of  tbe 
insnrgeats  to  His  Majesty's  GoTemment 
to  tlie  same  effect.  I^ien  there  is  the  feel- 
ing of  Turkey  herself.  Turkey,  who  in  this, 
as  in  other  matters,  remains  about  fifty 
years  behind  the  times,  still  believes  that 
Great  Britain  is  a  traditional  supporter 
of  the  integrity  of  <:he  Ottoman  £mpire,and 
has,  owing  to  that  feeling,  great  confi- 
dence in  ^e  British  Oovemment ;  and  all 
the  other  independent  States  in  that 
peninsula  are  beginning  to  look  to  Great 
Britain,  as  it  were,  as  the  defender  of 
their  national  sentiments.  In  other 
words,  all  the  parties  concerned  do  look 
towards  Great  Britain  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  confidence,  and  the  mere  foot 
that  we  are  not  interested  in  the  same 
sense  as  the  other  two  Powers  gives  to 
the  British  Government  enormoas  anthor- 
ity  on  this  question. 

Many  have  urged,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  British  Government  has  no 
interest  in  interfering  in  this  matter,  but 
I  would  remind  your  Lordships  that  it  is 
a  tradition  of  oar  Foreign  Ministers,  and 
has  been  ever  since  the  Conference  of 
Berlin,  that  Great  Britain  has  great  in- 
terests in  the  Near  East — interests  which 
she  must,  atall  costs,  support.  It  is  true 
that  the  policy  which  was  adopted  by 
this  country  at  that  date  has  very  con- 
siderably changed,  just  in  the  same  sense 
t^at  the  policy  of  Russia  has  changed. 
In  the  days  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  the 
policy  upheld  in  thi<(  country  was  one  of 
supporting  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  which  was  opposed  to  the 
Rassian  policy  of  netting  up  independent 
States  in  which  Russia  could  exercise 
certain  control.  But  from  the  day  that 
Bnlgaria  freed  herself  from  this  Russian 
influence,  and  showed  that  an  indepen- 
dent Power  had  been  established  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  influence,  from 

The  Earl  of  Lytton. 
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the  days,  that  is,  when  Northern  and 
Southern  Bulgaria  were  united  ani 
became  a  strong  and  independent  Power, 
the  policy  of  these  two  countries  dhuged. 
The  poli^  of  Russia  is  merely  one  of 
keeping  flairs  simmering  or  still  posing 
as  protector  to  these  Slav  natixHiaHtie^ 
while  encouraging  the  seditions  and  insnr- 
reotions  which  go  on  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  At  the  same  time  the  policy  of 
this  country  has,  ever  since  that  day,  been 
to  maintain  the  independence  of  these 
Powers  as  far  as  possible.   It  was  the 

Solicy  which  the  late  Prime  Minister  (the 
[arquess  of  Etalisbury)  endeavoured  as 
far  as  possible  to  carry  out  in  regard  to 
Armenia.  Lord  Salisbury,  at  the  time 
that  the  Armenian  difficulty  was  at  its 
height,  did  his  best  to  promote  the  con- 
solidation of  Armenia.  He  was  opposed 
in  that  policy  by  Russia,  and  was  obliged 
to  ^ve  way  on  account  of  llie  (^poeitimi 
which  wa<i  placed  in  the  way  by  ^e  other 
Powers.  But.  although  the  policy  of  this 
country  and  of  Russia  has  changed  since 
the  days  of  the  Berlin  Treaty,  I  do  not 
know  why  our  interests  should  be  less  or 
our  methods  of  protecting  them  leaa 
effective.  At  that  time  our  interests  were 
put  forward  and  maintained  by  every 
effective  means,  and  I  would  ui^ 
that,  in  so  far  as  we  have  intwests 
novr,  they  should  be  put  forward  and 
backed  up  by  means  no  less  effec- 
tive. Therefore,  as  I  have  said,  I  hope 
we  shall  get  some  reassurance  that,  as 
regards  the  present  scheme  of  reforms,  at 
any  rate,  all  the  influmceof  this  country 
will  be  brought  to  bear  to  see  that  thc^ 
are  most  effectively  carried  out.  I  would 
only  remind  your  Lordships  once  naore 
that  the  time  in  which  anything  can  be 
done  is  getting  very  short.  The  daylight 
of  temporary  peace  which  has  been  en- 
joyed in  that  part  of  Europe  is  rapidly 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  night-time  of 
war,  bloodshed,  and  massacre,  is  rapidly 
approaching — a  time  at  which  all  work  of 
reform  will  necessarily  be  brought  to  an 
end. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN:  My 
Lords,  I  think  the  House  will  feel  that 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  has  (lone  good 
service  in  bringing  forward  this  matter^ 
and  he  has  brought  to,bearhia  diplomatic 
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experience  in  an  effective  manner  in  deal- 
ing with  it.  I  am  sure  that  the  attend- 
ance in  your  Lordships  House  this 
afternoon  does  not  adequately  represent 
the  feeling  in  the  country  regarding  the 
importance  and  gravity  of  tbia  subject. 
I  do  not  pretend  that  as  yet  there  is  a 
very  widespread  and  rigorous  sentiment 
awakened  in  the  country,  but  I  feel  that 
if  there  was  in  regard  to  Macedonia  one- 
half  or  one-quarter  of  the  trouble  taken 
and  the  money  spent  through  the  Press 
and  otherwue,  in  imparting  information 
as  there  was  with  regard  to  atfairs  in 
South  Africa  four  years  ago,  there  would 
have  been  a  very  strong  feeling  indeed 
created  throughout  the  country.  As 
your  Lordships  will  remember,  the  agita- 
tion wbich  went  on  in  South  Africa  at 
that  time,  nominally  in  the  interests  of 
those  who  were  subjected  to  grievances, 
real  or  imaginary,  was  sup^xised  to  be, 
not  merely  on  behalf  of  Bntish  subjects, 
Init  of  all  the  persons  in  that  region  who 
were  affected ;  in  fact,  we  were  told  that 
steps  should  be  taken  for  the  relief  of  the 
oppressed.  There  can  be  no  question 
about  the  oppression  in  the  case  of  the 
Balkan  Peninsula,  .and,  though  I  am 
fully  in  accord  with  the  main  drift  of  my 
noble  friend's  statement,  I  cannot  see 
altogether  e^e  to  eye  with  him  in  r^ard 
to  some  of  his  contentions.  The  noble  Lord 
said  that  there  was  an  ezroneoua  concep- 
tion, and  added  that  it  had  obtained  more 
especially  in  ecclesiastical  circles.  Well. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  impression  he 
referred  to  is  altogether  confined  to 
ecclesiastical  circles — the  impression,  that 
is,  that  the  responsibility  in  regard  to 
this  deplorable  state  of  things  primarily 
or  principally  rests  upon  t^e  Turks. 

LoBD  NEWTON:  I  said  "not  solely." 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN:  The 
noble  Lord  says  it  is  not  correct  to  refer 
to  the  Mussulman  persecutions  as  being 
solely  responsible  for  the  trouble.  He 
also  said  that  the  insurgents  received  no 
encouragement  from  a  la^  portion  of 
the  population,  but  I  hare  not  under- 
stood that  these  people  have,  on  that 
account,  been  exempt  from  outraee  and 
disabilities  at  the  hands  of  the  Turkish 
authorities.  The  noble  Earl  who  spoke 
second  in  the  debate  said  it  was  not  of 
much  interest  to  \^\m.  to  discuss  the 


question  o!  the  balance  of  criminality; 
but,  surely,  that  is  not  a  mere  academic 
question.  We  want  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  the  noble  Marquess  in  whatever 
action  he  may  take  on  behalf  of  His 
Majesty*s  Gtevemment  in  pressing  for 
reforms.  You  cannot  put  pressure  on 
insurgents ;  yon  can  onlj^put  pressure  on 
a  Qovemment,  and  the  Govemment  you 
have  to  deal  with  is  Turkish  Gkrern- 
ment.  llie  House  will  fully  agree  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  so-called 
negotiations  and  measures  of  reform 
have  been  conducted  by  the  Russian 
and  the  Austrian  Gh>vemments  leaves 
much  to  be  regretted. 

With  regard  to  the  simile  that  has 
been  used,  I  am  reminded  of  the  incident 
of  a  sick  man  who  said  to  a  visitor  as  he 
entered  the  sick  room,  "  Did  you  meet 
the  doctors  in  the  hall  ?  They  have  just 
gone."  "Oh,  yes,"  he  said.  "What 
was  their  opinion  of  my  case  %  "  inquired 
the  invalid.  "Well,"  replied  the  visitor, 
perhaps  too  candidly,  "  they  cannot 
agree  about  you,  but  they  say  it  will  all 
be  plain  at  the  poft-mortem.'*  No  doubt 
Turkey  is  pretty  astute  as  to  the  attitude 
of  Russia  and  Austria,  and  the  Turks  are 
not  very  likely  to  be  highly  infiueoced 
by  Powers  which  are  supposed  to  have 
that  kind  of  interest  in  the  provinoee  in 
question.  As  to  the  main  essential  point, 
the  powers  which  ought  to  be  placed  in 
the  Lispector-Greneral  who  is  to  carry  out 
the  refonns,  I  think  we  all  feel  that  it  ia 
now  amply  evident  that  what  is  needed 
is  that  he  should  have  a  la^  measure  of 
independence  of  the  Turkish  GoTemment 
and  should  be  under  the  joint  authority 
of  the  Governments  interested,  including 
that  of  Great  Britain. 

The  noble  Karl  opposite  said  that 
Great  Britain  has  a  peculiar  interest  in 
this  question.  Of  course  we  have  per- 
manent and  immense  interests  in  the 
whole  matter,  and  we  also  have  great 
responsibility.  It  is  absolutely  cwtain 
that  those  representing  Turkey — I  do 
not  say  always  with  the  authority  of 
Turkey — have  committed,  not  only  per- 
secution, but  intolerable  outrages  on 
women  and  children — outrages  an 
account  of  the  nature  of  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  read  in 
any  public  assembly.  The^  insurgents 
have  not  been  guilt^ginelhe^a«filEGmi@B. 
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These  unspeakable  crimes  have  been 
committed  nominally  under  the  fegis  and 
auspices  of  the  Turkish  GoTemment ;  and 
therefore  I  earnestly  join  in  the  hope  that 
the  noble  Marquess,  although  he  ma^  not 
feel  able  to  announce  what  parbcolar 
steps  he  is  recommending  the  Government 
to  take,  will  be  able  to  give  ns  some 
assurance  that  the  Government  will  not 
tolerate  a  continuance  of  these  crimes 
but  will  insi<it  on  the  reforms  which  have 
been  indicated  being  carried  out. 

*The  Lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER : 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on 
this  important  question.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  noble  Lord  who  opened  the 
debate  will  'altogether  welcome  any 
support  that~  might  come  to  him  from 
lliese  Benches. 

Lord  NEWTON :  Oh,  certainly. 

♦Thb  Lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER : 
The  aoble  Lord  referred  to  a  natural 
ecclesiastical  feeling.  Well,  my  Lords, 
the  word  "ecclesiastical "  is  capable  of  a 
larger  or  a  smaller  denotation,  and  cer- 
tainly if  I  or  any  other  Bishop  speaking 
here,  represent  an  amount  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal feeling  in  the  narrower  sense,  I  t^ink 
it  may  be  even  more  confidently  asserted 
tiiat  he  represents  it  in  the  largest  sense 
possible. 

Lord  NEWTON:  I  beg  !"the  right 
rev.  Prelate's  pirdon,  bat  I  did  not  use 
the  word  "  ecclesiastical "  in  any  offensive 
sense. 

•The  Lord  BISHOP  ov  ROCHESTER : 
I  quite  understand  that.  What  I  have 
chiefly  in  my  mind  is  the  condition  of 
feeling  in  the  country,  and  I  am  quite 
certain  that,  if  those  whom  I  directly 
represent  feel  acutely  on  the  matter, 
those  with  whom  I  am  not  accustomed 
to  act  in  many  mitters  feel  even 
more  acutely — in  other  words  that  the 
Christian  sentiment  of  the  country  his 
been  deeply  moved  in  this  matter. 
Is  there  any  fault  in  this  ?  We  feel,  as 
Englishmen,  sympathy  immediately 
tJiete  it  the  least  touch  of  inj  ary  to  the 
honour  .  oi  the  interests  of  Englan  I. 
May  we'not  as  Christians  feel  as  quickly 
for  those  who  are  linked  to  us  iu  fuith  i 
But  though  it  is  true  that  we  sympathise 
Tke  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 


SotdhrEasta-n  Europe.         1 280 

very  specially  with  our  fellow-Christians, 
our  hearts  go  out  to  all  sufferers,  irre- 
E^iective  of  religion  or  nationality.  Tet 
I  think  that  public  feeling  finds  less  ex- 
pression than  it  would,  bom  the  very  fftct 
tiiat  the  case  is  proved  up  to  the  hiH. 
It  is  pathetic  when  sufferings  cease  to 
move  us  only  because  they  aresotamiliw 
and  the  arguments  cease  to  bite  only 
because  we  are  so  accustomed  to  their 
force.  That  is  the  case  in  this  instanoe. 
But  some  people  I  know  withhold  their 
sympathy  because  the  crimes  of  both 
sides  are  of  a  piece.  What  is  tiie  answer 
to  that  ?  The  first  that  it  is  not  trae. 
It  is  among  the  debts  which  we  owe 
to  the  noble  Marquess  that  he  has  put 
this  on  record  in  his  reply  to  the  out- 
rageous attempt  of  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment to  arrest  oar  rehef  measures.  The 
noble  MarqoesB  wrot^— 

"  I  have  no  heaitstioa  in  swing  that  tha  tdiq 
ood  destrootioD  bronght  aoont  by  Turkiah 
soldiers  are  sreatw  thao  am  nsalting  from  the 
action  of  Balgaiiaa  banda" 

Secondly,  if  the  bands  have  committed 
crimes,  it  is  the  unhappy  people  upon 
whom  the  sufferings  and  vengence  fall. 
But  I  go  further  and  I  say  that  even 
if  it  is  ^admitted  that  those  who 
represent  the  revolutionary  committees 
have  done  a  great  deal  that  was  bad — 
and  andonbtedly  they  have — sttU  when 
we  consider  the  history,  and  what 
the  treatment  of  these  provinces  has 
been,  is,  and  I  am  afraid  looks  as  if  for 
some  time  it  will  be,  we  must  not  judse 
them  too  severely.  What  I  think  people 
sometimes  forget  is  that  the  dominant 
factor  of  the  situation  for  many  decades 
past  has  been  the  rule  of  a  Power  which 
our  leading  public  men  of  all  Parties  have 
as  it  were  taxed  their  vocabulary  to 
characterise ;  and  when,  we  turn  to  the 
conduct  of  thoje  who  have  suffered 
from  having  that  Power  over  them 
what  can  we  expect  to  find  ?  Do  we 
expect  to  find  an  advanced  state  of 
civilisation,  of  frankness,  or  of  openness 
of  behaviour  ?  When  people  ask  me  to 
consider  the  behaviour  of  the  Bulgarians 
it  is  thit  which  I  have  in  my  mind. 

A  friend  of  mine  told  me  yesterday 
that  he  did  not  think  opinion  was 
strongly  moved  bsc  luse  people  said  to 

I  themselves  that  these  men,  after  all, 
I  were  rebels.and  rebels  ^i^^^^i^S^^ 
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be  put  down.   I  do  not  know  whether 
many  members  of  your  Lordships*  House 
"will  accept  either  the  opinion  or  the 
authority  if  I  recall  what  I  remember 
hearing  Mr.  Qladstone  say  towards  the 
end  of  his  hfe.    He  said  that  whereas 
he  had  started  by  believing  that  in  any 
case  of  collision  between  the  rulers  of  a 
country  and  ils  subjects,  the  probabiU- 
ties  were  nine  to  one  that  the  rulers  were 
ri^t  and  the  anbjects  wrong,  he  had 
ended  by  thinking  that  the  case  was 
exactly  contrary.    I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  we  need  fall  back  on  any 
generalisation  of  that  kind,    for  it  is 
absurd  to  talk  about  rebels  when  they 
have  to  serve  under  such  a  Qovemment. 
What  astonishes  me  is  that  any  should 
ju^^  the  case  without  remembering  that 
it  is  only  one  chapter  more  in  a  long  and 
tragic  history.  Inthathistory  we  have  the 
same  ghastly  recurrences  of  cruelty,  the 
same  repetitions  of  diploifiatic  delays, 
the  same  suggested  doubts  on  the  part 
of,  perhaps  cynical,  or,  at  least,  critical 
opinion  in  our  own  country,  and  all  the 
while  the  terrible   undemote  of  both 
chronic  and  periodical  suffering  on  the  part 
of  the  population  in   these  provinces 
Iwi'<h  we  could  have  it  brought  before  us 
in  this  House  with  the  eloquence  of  some 
who  have  once  sat  upon  its  Benches,  what 
that  history  is,  and  how  it  bears  upon  the 
case  to-day.   In  my  opinion  it  is  idle  to 
suppose  that  the  troubles  in  the  Balkan 
provinces  can  be  removed  except  by 
practically  neutralising  the  power  of 
Turkey  ever  the  territory  which  she 
oppresses.  I  read  a  phrase  used  by  the 
noble   Earl   the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  in  another  place,  that 
"what  is  required  in  the  Turkish  provinces 
is  not  political  change  so  much  as  thorough 
administrative  reorganisation."   I  do  not 
want  to  quarrel  with  a  phrase,  and  if  the 
administrative  reorganisation   is  to  get 
the  Turk  out  of  the  way  altogether,  and 
only  save  his  face  and  pay  him  compli- 
ments, theni  can  accept  the  nobleEarrs 
phrase;  but  if  it  means  anything  short 
of  that,  it  would  appear  to  me  a  going 
back  to  the  old  state  of  things  which  has 
deceived uB  so  often. 

None  of  us  can  seriously  doubt  that 
the  honour  and  duty  of  England  are 
deeply  involved  in  the  existing  state  of 
afiain.  Noble  Lords  have  shown  with 


inmour  and  with  seriousness  what  mnst» 
I  think,  be  plain  to  all  men,  about  the 
will  and  power  of  the  two  Powers  to 
which  the  matter  has  been  left.  On  the 
side  it  looks  to  the  outsider  like  a 


one 

long  farce  ;  but,  on  the  other,  we  know 
it  has  been  a  long  tragedy  of  the  most 
ghastly  kind.  Whether  the  nob'e 
Marquess  has  the  power — I  should  not 
doubt  that  he  had  the  will — to  terminate 
this  by  some  action  of  a  more  reanonable,. 
commonsense,  and  practical  sort,  of 
course  we  outside  cannot  tell.  But 
possibly  the  present  condition  of  things 
which  makes  the  hands  of  Russia  full  in 
the  Far  East  will  make  it  palpably 
clear  that  nothing  really  is  to  be  hoped 
from  the  prolongation  of  the  action  tuiat 
has  already  been  so  futile,  and  I  hope,, 
therefore,th4t  the  noble  Marquess,  true  U> 
the  b^t  instincts  of  English  feeling  and 
the  noblest  parts  of  British  tradition,  and 
appealing  to  what  is  generous  in  the 
minds  of  the  great  Mediterranean  Powers^ 
may  be  able,  even  now,  to  do  something 
to  establish  in  those  lands  a  real  rule,, 
impartial,  ordered,  and  strong,  und  so  ta 
bring  about  the  deliverance  of  these  un- 
happy peoples. 

•The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  LorcU,  I  feel  sure  that  there  can  be 
but  one  opinion  in  this  House  as  to  the 
value  of  the  debate  to  which  we  have 
jnst  had  the  privilege  of  listening ;  and 
although  there  are,  no  doubt,  some  occa- 
sions when  Ministers  would  gladly  be 
spared  the  trouble  of  stating  a  Govern- 
ment case,  I  certainly  feel  that  upon  this 
occasion  the  speeches  which  have  been 
delivered  will  strengthen  our  hands  and 
give  us  courage  in  the  course  which  we 
have  been  endeavouring  to  pursue,  and  I 
think  also  place  us  in  a  better  position  to- 
pursue  it  with  success.  My  noble  friend 
who  spoke  first  gave  your  Lordships  a 
very  interesting  review  of  the  recent 
history  of  affairs  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula. 
The  noble  Lord,  using  an  unt^cial  freedom 
which  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  Venture  to 
imitate,  belaboured — I  will  not  say  indis 
criminately — all  the  parties  to  these  un- 
happy transactions.  He  complained  of 
the  dilatoriness  of  the  two  Powers,  of  the 
stupidity  of  the  Turkish  Government,  of 
the  provocative  tactics  of  the  insur- 
gents, and  the  excesses  oftiie  Turkuh 
troops.   I  think  SfeftWdSyfeO^glefor 
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most  of  tiie  complaints  which  he  made ; 
and  when  I  consider  how  he  laid  about 
him,  I  am  all  the  more  grateful,  because 
he  not  only  spared  me  from  a  share  in  the 
blows,  but  gave  me  a  few  kindly  words  of 
«ncouragemeut  and  support. 

1  venture  to  agree  with  the  noble  Earl 
«s  to  the  futility  of  endeavouring  to 
determine  exactly  how  the  responsibility 
{or  these  terrible  events  should  be  distn- 
buted.  I  agree  with  the  ri^^t  rev. 
Prelate  in  believing  that,  at  any  rate 
within  the  last  few  months,  the  balance 
has  inclined  heavily  on  the  Turkish  aide. 
I  fancy  that  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Newton  who,  with  the  frankness  that 
characterises  him,  does  not  conceal  his 
leaning  towards  Turkey,  must  have  wel- 
C03ied  the  first  Blue-book  as  bearing  out 
the  view  which  he  has  sometimes  sup- 
ported in  this  House ;  but  when  he  came 
to  peruse  the  terrible  tale  in  the  pages  of 
the  second  Blue-book  he  must  have  felt 
that  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  represent 
these  occurrences  as  entirely  due  to  the 
agitation  and  the  machinations  of  what 
we  speak  of  as  the  Bulgarian  bands.  The 
&ct  is  that  we  are  surrounded  by  a 
vicious  circle.  On  the  one  hand  you 
have  dironic  and  grievous  misgovern- 
ment,  which  provokes  and  leads  to 
■outrage  and  agitation,  and  on  the  other 
you  have  the  fact  that  the  prevalence  of 
thi?  agitation  renders  the  application  of 
reforms  doubly  difficult,  llie  question 
we  have  to  consider  is,  what  can  His 
Majesty's  Government  do  to  bring  about 
eome  improvement  in  a  state  of  things 
which  to  all  of  us  has  appeared  fora  Imig 
time  past  intolerable. 

But,  my  Lords,  while  I  share  the  fierce 
indignation  which  these  events  have  pro- 
voked, I  desire  to  say  one  or  two  words 
as  to  the  amount  of  responsibility  which 
attaches  to  this  country.   I  do  not  think 
stress  has  been  laid  on  the  point  this 
eveninf^  but  it  is  constantly  said  that  an  i 
extra  share  of  responsibility  devolves  j 
upon  this  country  for  the  condition  of ! 
affairs  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula.    We  are  | 
constantly  told  that  it  is  due  to  our  ! 
actitm  in  particular  that  in  1878  the 
Macedonian  provinces  were  handed  back  I 
to  tiie  tender  mercies  of  the  Turkish  , 
Government ;  and  we  are  represented  as  i 
having  washed  our  hands  of  Macedonia 
and  remained  indifEerent  to  its  fate. 

Hie  Marquess  of  Lanmlotcne. 


I  That  is,  I  think,  a  libel  upon  our  couutry. 
j  The  fact  is  that  the  Treaty  of  Berlin, 
which  certainly  withdrew  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  European  dominions  of 
Turkey  altogether  from  the  control  of 
that  Power,  abounded  in  provisions  of 
precautim  lot  the  welfare  of  those  parts 
of  the  Tnrldsh  Empire  which  were  still 
left  under  Turkish  authority.    In  par- 
ticular, tiie  23rd  Clause  provided  for  the 
institution  of  local  commissions  wbich 
were  to  elaborate  statutes  and  regulations 
for  the  future  government  of  those  parts 
of  the  Turkish  Empire.    Other  provisions 
had  reference  to  £iastern  Rumelia  and 
the  Asiatic  provinces  of  Turkey.  But 
I  confine  myself  for  the  moment  to 
Macedonia.    It  is  the  greatest  mistake 
to  suppose  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  allowed  those  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin  to  be  set  aside  or 
neglected.    The  records  of  the  Foreign 
Office  show  »  continuous  series  of  efiorts 
to  give  effect  and  reality  to  them. 
Throughout  1878  and  1879  we  were 
constantly  pressing  for  the  prodnction  of 
these  organic  statutes.    Local  commis- 
sions were  appointed,  which  displayed  a 
most  portentous  amount  of  industry.  At 
one  moment  a  draft  was  in  existence  con- 
taining no  less  than  900  sections.    In  the 
beginning  of  1880  tiie  report  of  the  local 
conmiissions  were  received,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  European  Commis- 
sion which,  under  the  treaty,  had  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  an 
organic  statute  for   the    province  of 
Eastern    Rumelia.      The  Commission 
examined  the  report,  and  recommended 
its  partial  adoption;   and  the  British 
Government  in  which  the  late  Lord 
Granville  was  Foreign  Secretary  issued 
a  circular  to  the  Powers  pressing  them 
to  put  the  new  statute  into  force  as 
soon  as  possible.    But  the  Powers  were 
half-hearted;  the  Porte  was  characteris- 
tically reluctant ;  then  came  troubles  in 
Greece,  then  troubles  in  Montenegro,  and 
then  the  Egyptian  question,  and  the 
organic  statute  quietly  sunk  out  of  sight 
in  the  quicksands  of  European  diplomacy. 
The  attempt  to  secure  improved  adminis- 
tration of   the   Asiatic   provinces  of 
Turkey  had  very  much  the  same  fate. 
But    no    effort    was    neglected,  so 
i&T    as    the    Government    of  this 
country  was  concerned.    There   are  on 
record   vigorous  warnioKS.  frOPk  Lord 
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Oiaaville,  from  Lord  Rosebery,  and 
later  on  from  Lord  Salisbury.  But  again 
there  arose  international  compUcationa 
ftnd  troubles,  and  nothing  ma  done. 
I  have  dwelt  upon  this  chapter  of 
history  because  there  are  conclusions 
to  be  drawn  from  it  which  are 
worth  noting.  In  the  first  place,  I  think 
it  shows  that  this  country,  at  any  rate, 
spared  no  effort  to  induce  the  other 
Fowen  to  give  efiect  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Berlin  Txeatv;  and  in  the  next 
place  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
humiliating  failure  of  all  these  remon- 
strances and  negotiations  shows  that  the 
European  Concert  is  not  always  a  very 
effective  piece  of  machinery  for  bringing 
about  practical  measures  of  reform. 
Count  (Johichowsld  lately  spoke  strongly 
of  the  eombrous  inefficiency  of  ^e 
European  Concert  as  an  instrument  of 
reform.  And  when  my  noble  friends 
animadvert  so  severely  upon  the  failure 
of  the  two  Powers  concerned  in  the  dual 
scheme,  I  think  they  should  remember 
that  the  only  alternative  was  a  further 
recourse  to  the  cambrons  machinery 
of  tJie  European  concert,  the  results 
of  which  have  shown  themselves  so 
disappointing  in  the  past. 

Now,  even  if  there  had  been  no  question 
of  treaty  obligations  in  this  matter,  I 
entirdy  agree  with  what  was  said 
by  the  right  rev.  Prelate  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  our  duty  as  a  great  Christian 
Power  to  do  what  we  can  to  bring  about 
A  solid  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  things  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  scheme 
put  forward  by  Austria-Hungary  and 
Russia  ia  unsatisfactory  and  dis- 
appointing. Let  me  point  out  to 
those  who  criticise  that  scheme  that  it 
is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  draw 
up  on  paper  a  scheme  for  the  reform  of  the 
European  provinces  of  Turkey;  but  it  is 
when  you  come  to  put  a  scheme  of  that 
kind  into  execution  that  your  troubles 
begin.  If  you  have  got  a  clean  slate  to 
start  with,  if  yon  can  first  pall  down,  it 
is  not  so  ^fficult  afterwards  to  build  up ; 
but  in  this  case  the  ground  is  occupied ; 
you  have  to  deal  with  the  exist- 
ing Government  of  the  Porte  and  its 
notorious  recalcitrancy ;  you  have  to  con- 
.sider  tiie  susceptibilities  of  the  other 
Powers ;  and  lastly,  but  not  least,  you  have 


to  take  into  account  the  rivalries  and  ani- 
mosities, often  of  the  most  pitiless  kind, 
of  the  different  races  by  whom  that  part 
of  the  Turkish  Empire  is  occupied.  We 
were  in  this  position.    We  were  offered 
in  the  beginning  of  last  year  the  scheme 
of  the  two  Powers  which,  from  their 
geographical  po<(ition  and  their  political 
interests,  were  most  immediately  con- 
cerned.  What  were  we  to  do  ?    It  has 
sometimes    beeq  suggested  that  His 
Majesty's  Government,  believing  as  they 
did  that  the  scheme  fell  short  of  what 
is  required,  should  have  taken  a  line  of 
their  own  and*acted  for  themselves.  My 
Lords,  I  say  with  deep  conviction  that  I 
cannot  conceive  of  any  course  of  action 
which  would  have  been  less  likely  to 
bring  about  a  speedy  relief  to  t^e  suffer- 
ing Macedonians.   We  knew  exactly  how 
the  matter  was  regarded  by  the  other 
Powers.     Russia  and  Austria-Hungary 
were,  of  course,  deeply  committed  to  their 
own  project.  Germany  had  made  it  plain 
that  she  had  no  desire  to  take  an  active 
part  in  pressing  that  or  any  other  scheme 
upon  the  Turlash  Government.  France 
had  officially  undertaken  to  support  the 
two  Powers;  and  Italy,  though  I  believe 
cordially   anxious,   then  as   now,  to 
co-operate  with  us  in  giving  reality  to 
those  reforms,  had  also  declared  herself 
for  the  time  being  content  to  accept 
the  joint   scheme.    We  should  have 
had  to  act  absolutely  by  ouraelves;  and 
I  fail  to  see  how  any  action  of  ours 
could  have  had  the  effect  of  bringing 
about  what  we  most  desire — t^e  prompt 
relief  of  the    suffering  population  of 
Macedonia.     Any  such  action  would 
have   had  one  effect  which  I  think 
you  will  agree  with  me  would  have  been 
deplorable.    It  would  have  shown  to  tlie 
Turkish  Government   that  there  was 
di<«oid  amoi^  tiie  Great  Powers.  Wr 
have,  at  any  rate,  in  supporting  the 
scheme  of  the  two  Powers,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  improve  it,  been  able  to  show  a 
soUd  front  to  the  Turkish  Government, 
not  I  think,  without  good  results. 

The  noble  Earl  on  the  Back  Bench 
criticised  the  Mnrzsteg  scheme.  I  will  not 
deal  with  his  criticisms  because  I  think 
most  of  them  are  criticisms  which  T  have 
made  myself  and  which  are  officially  re- 
corded in  the  Blue-book.  But  the  scheme 
was  tiie  best  we  coi^|§„gg^^^(5^1^y 
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conceive  it  was  our  duty  to  give  it  al) 
the  encourage  me nt  \te  could  and  to  make 
it  as  effectual  as  possible.  The  noble 
Earl  expressed  the  hope  that  I  should  be 
able  to  tell' your  Lor^hips  something  of 
the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
giving  elect  to  the  programme  of  the  two 
Powers.  I  think  something  has  been 
accomplished.  In  the  first  place,  we 
may  fairly  say  that  the  appearance  of 
the  Murzsteg  scheme  had  one  important 
result,  I  mean  the  disbanding  of  the 
large  force  of  inegulAr  troops  whidk  tile 
Turkish  Government  had  during  the 
summer  maintained  in  the  Balkan  Penin- 
sula. It  certainly , seems  to  me.  judging 
from  these  Papers,  that  the  &lUng  in 
the  number  of  outrages  and  excesses 
coincided  with  the  disfoandment  of  the 
Ilaveh  battalions,  of  which  a  large  num- 
ber throughout  the  year  had  been  in 
occupation  of  Macedonia.  Then  the 
noble  Eari  made  rather  light  of  the 
appointment  of  the  two  European  asses* 
sore.  We  did  not  regard  their  appoint- 
ment as  by  any  means  an  ideal  arrange- 
ment ;  we  agreed  to  accept  it  as  an 
alternative  for  the  more  thoroughgoing 
and  far-reaching  arrangement  which  was 
indicated  in  our  despatch .  We  hear,  how- 
ever,that  the  assessors  are  at  this  moment 
actually  engaged  at  work,  and  we  hope 
that  good  remits  may  come  from  their 
efEorts.  But  the  point  on  which,  for  my 
part,  I  am  most  inclined  to  rely  is  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Macedonian  gen- 
dannerie.  I  place  that  measure  in  the 
front  rank  in  point  of  importance,  be- 
cause if  we  can  put  tibe  gendarmerie  upon 
a  satishctory  footing  shall  at  any  rate 
have  something  concrete  to  which  we  can 
point,  and  something  whidi  is  not  merely 
a  paper  reform.  • 

Progress  has  certainly  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  gendarmeriei  The 
lUlian  General  has  t^cen  up  his  duties, 
and  at  this  moment  a  number  of  staff 
officers,  one  deputed  by  each  of  the 
Powers,  are  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
a  schemefor  the  i  eorganisation  of  the  force . 
Their  meetings  have,  we  hear,  passed 
ofi  satisfactorily,  and  although  I  cannot 
announce  to  your  Lordships  the  final 
shape  which  tiieir  proposals  have  taken 
I  am  able  to  say  that  they  are  about 
to  put  forward  a  scheme  under  whicb 
the  gendarmerie  will  be  divided  into 

The  Marqueta  of  Langdovme. 


a  certain  number  of  battalions,  each 
battalion  to  be  officered  bj  officers  de- 
puted by  a  European  Power,  and  en- 
trusted with  the  custody  of  a  particular 
section  <A  the  country.  That  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  practical  and  business-lib 
arrangement  which  ought  to  work  well. 
We  have  already  selected  a  certain  nvm- 
ber  of  British  officers,  I  think  six  or  eight 
is  the  niunber  which  has  been  spoken  of, 
and  I  hope  that  before  we  are  many 
days  older  it  may  be  posable  to  sCTd 
them  out,  and  to  place  them  at  once  in 
a  position  to  commence  the  dischai^  ol 
their  duties. 

Lord  NEWTON :  Who  will  paj  them  ! 

•The  MARgUESS  op  LANSDOWNE: 
They  will  be  paid  by  the  Turkiah 
Government ;  but  we  propose  t^at  it 
should  be  arranged  that  they  should  not 
be  liable  to  dismissal  by  the  Tnrkidi 
Government.  I  need  not  point  out  tliat 
the  presence  of   a  large  number  of 
European  officers  in  Ma^onia  will  be 
of  the  greatest  value,  not  merely  on 
account  of  the  service  which  they  wilt 
be  able  to  render  to  the  gendarmerie,  but 
also  because  they  will  be  thran  as  trust- 
worthy witnesses  upon  whom  we  shall  be 
able  to  rely  for  some  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  events  are  passing  in  the  country. 
I  should  also  mention  that  the  Turkish 
Government  has  assigned  revenues,  to 
the  extent  of   £250,000,  to  provide  a 
financial  basis  for  putting  the  reorganised 
force  on  a  proper  footing.    The  noble 
Earl  who  spolre  second  suggested  to  me 
that  the  moment  had  come  when  we  might 
brush  aside  the  imperfect  and  inadequate 
proposals  of  the  two  Powers,  and  when  we 
might  put  forward  for  acceptance  mare 
far-reaching  proposals  of  our  own.  Hj 
Lords,  we  have  from  the  first  contem- 
plated that  it  might  become  necessary  fw 
us  to  adopt  this  course ;  bat  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  this  particular  moment  seems 
to  me  to  be  ill-choaen  for  any  such 
demonstration  on  our  part.   I  hope  I  am 
not  too  sanguine,  but  I  believe  that  in. 
spite  of  all  the  delays  that  have  tal»n 
place  we  never  were  nearer  totheachieTe- 
moit  of  a  certain  amount  of  aatistactory 
progress  than  we  are  at  this  moment  > 
If  the  gendarmerie  can  be  reorganised,, 
it  i,  not  too  i»»,h  to  l,op^t  ^  people 
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of  the  Balkan  Peninanla  who  are  watching 
these  events  with  so  much  anxiety  may  be 
zeasanied,  and  may  be  content  to  abstain 
from  any  action  calcnlated  to  pioduca 
a  freah  crisis  at  the  be^nning  of  the 
spring.  I  may  be  too  sanguine,  bat  I  do 
earnestly  hope  that  the  experiment  which 
is  now  being  tried,  and  to  which  we  ate 
to  some  extent  committed,  will  be  given 
a  &ir  trial.  If  it  be,  and  if,  after  having 
received  such  a  trial,  fitils  to  produce 
the  restdts  which  we  anticipate  then  I 
think  noble  Lords  will  be  amply  justified 
in  reminding  the  Government  oi  the 
pledges  which  they  have  given,  and  in 
chilling  upon  them  to  put  forward  more 
drastic  and  more  thorough  measures  of 
reform  for  these  long^ufieriag  {oovinces. 

*Ba]u.  SFENCBR:  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  like  t^da  very  interesting  debate  to 
close  vithont  making  some  observationB 
on  the  part  of  those  with  whom  I  osaally 
sit.  I  think  the  House  may  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  remarkable  debate  that  has 
taken  place.  I  believe  that  the  debate 
has  on  the  whole  truly  represented  the 
almoiit  unanimous  feeling  which  exists 
in  this  oonntry  on  this  great  question 
at  tlie  present  moment.  What  the 
country  requires  is  that  every  efiort 
that  this  Government  and  every  other 
Christian  and  civilised  Government  can 
make,  should  be  made  to  put  an  end, 
onoe  for  all,  to  the  gross  and  grave  dis- 
turbances which  have  occurred  in  the 
Balkan  Peninsula.  The  noble  Lord  who 
opened  the  debate  a^ed,  I  think,  that 
the  otmdition  of  those  provinces  was  so 
acute  and  so  dangerous  that  a  ocnnpiete 
reform  must  be  made  there.  I  welcome 
that  statement  from  the  noble  Lord,  for 
I  faaay  that  on  previous  occasions  he  did 
not  press  so  hardly  on  Turkey  as  some 
of  us  have  done.  The  noble  Lord 
mentioned  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  think 
such  heavy  blame  rests  on  Turkey,  and 
why,  as  lodg  as  Turkey  holds  her  poww 
without  reslaraint  in  these  districts,  th^ 
will  always  be  great  danger  to  the 
liberty  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

The  noble  Lord  said  that  when  we 
consider  the  agents  of  Turkey  we  must, 
perhaps,  make  some  ezonse  for  her. 
That  IS  one  of  tiie  grave  considerations 
connected  with  this  subject.  In  reference 
to  these  agente  of  [Turkey,  who  have 
brought  about  disastrous  results,  it  must 
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be  remembered  that  Turkey  has  brought 
into  the  European  Provinces  Asiatics 
whose  ways  are  barbarous  to  the  ex- 
tremest  degree ;  and  she  has  also  brought 

-  wild  tribes  on  the  West  of  Macedonia, 
the  Albanian  regiments,  who,  I  t^iink, 
are  very  little  better.  This  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  I  think  pressure  ought  to  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  of 
Turkey.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  Listening 
to  an  eloquent  speech  from  the  noble 
Eul  who  spoke  second  in  the  debate. 
He  brought  forward,  in  a  most  lucid 
way,  all  the  arguments  that  could  be 
adduced  from  the  Blue-books  uid  from 
other  sources  to  show  the  grave  state  of 
affairs  existing  in  Macedonia.  Then  we 
had  a  speech  which,  I  think,  everyone  in 
this  House  heard  with  the  greatest 
pleasure,  and  which  I  am  sure  wi  flbe  re- 
echoed throughout  the  country — I  refer 
to  the  sp&OMi  of  the  right  rev.  Prelate. 

:  I  am  sure  that  in  the  eloquent  Uuiguage 
which  he  used  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
voiced  the  feelings  of  the  whole  of  the 
Episcopal  Bench.  He  spoke  most  nobly 
as  to  the  duties  of  England  in  this 
matter,  and  I  fully  share  his  view.  This 
country  has  a  deep  and  heavy  responsi- 

I  biUty. 

'  The  noble  Marquess  in  his  speech — and 
.  there  is  very  little  that  I  wish  to  seriously 
criticise  in  that  speech — made  some  re- 
ference to  what  he  called  the  extra  share 
of  responsibility  which  people  sometimes 
say  attaches  to  the  British  Government 
'  in  this  matter.  I  must  say  I  feel  very 
:  strongly  that  we  have  an  extra  share  of 
j  responsibility.  The  noble  Marquees 
I  referred  to  the  clauses  in  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin,  and  told  us  how  Secretary  of 
State  after  Secretary  of  State  had 
urged  liiat  these  provisions  should 
be  carried  out,  and  the  noble  Mar- 
quess Boemad  to  think  that  with  the 
representaticms  that  have  been  made  to 
get  the  provisions  of  that  treaty  carried 
out  we  have  relieved  ourselves  of  our 
share  of  responsibility.  That,  no  doubt, 
is  quite  correct  with  regard  to  the  Treaty 
of  Berlin?  but  tiie  noble  Marquess  did 
not  refer  to  the  heavy  responsibility 
which  rested  on  this  country  with  regard 
to  the  revocation  and  withdrawal  of  the 
previous  treaty  that  had  all  but  been 
wrung  from  Turkey  by  tibe  Russian 
Government — I  mean  the  Treaty  of  ,San^ 
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Stefano.  If  tliat  treaty  had  been  oairied 
oat,  would  all  these  homvs  and  all  this 
miamanagemait  have  talnn  place!  I 
think  tiiat  in  this  respect  alone  we  have 
a  very  heavy  responsibility,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  differ  from  the  noble  Marquess 
when  he  said  we  hardly  had  that  extra 
share  of  responsibility  which  many  pec^le 
(diose  to  pat  upon  as. 

*Thb  Mabquesb  or  LANSDOWNE: 
Not  a  ereatoc  share  of  responsibility  than 
any  oth»  r  Power. 

*£abl  spencer  :  Well.  I  do  not 
know.  It  has  always  been  one  of  the 
boasts  of  our  friends  opposite  that  they 
had  the  principal  share  of  responsibility 
in  doing  away  practically  with  the  San 
Stefauo  arrangement.  The  noble  Lord 
referred  to  Austria  and  Russia  as  being 
in  the  position  of  residuary  legatees, 
having  no  great  interest  in  carrying 
forward  the  negotiations  and  in  brindng 
thnn  to  an  issue.  Well,  I  hardly  uiaer- 
atand  that.  They  may  have  been  dilatozy 
in  carrying  out  their  scheme  of  reform, 
but  I  cannot  think,  as  Lord  Newton 
seems  to  imply,  that  these  two  Powers, 
which  are  by  their  geographical  posi- 
tion in  so  much  greater  oontact  with 
the  disturbed  provinces  than  any  other 
Power,  can  have  any  interest  whatever 
in  prolonging  the  unfortunate  state  of 
difficulty  and  difference.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  their  wish  would  be  to  see 
peace  and  good  government  reigning  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  We  all  biow 
that  Russia,  in  consequence  of  the  unfor- 
tunate events  that  are  going  on  in  the  Far 
East,  will  have  her  hands  very  full,  and 
that  may  make  a  considerable  difierence 
in  the  amount  of  pzeranre  which  she  will 
be  able  to  bring  to  bear  on  Turkey  in 
this  matter.  I  sincerely  trust  that  in 
that  event  other  Powers  will  step  in  and 
supply  the  necessary  pressure,  and  that 
reforms  in  fliacedonia  will  not  sufier  by 
what  is  going  on  elsewhere.  I  entirely 
associate  myself  with  what  the  fight 
rev.  Prelate  so  well  said  in  regard  to 
many  passages  in  the  noble  Ibrquess's 
despatches.  I  think  the  greatest  possible 
praise  must  be  given  to  the  noble 
Marquess,  and  I  feel  I  cannot  use  too 
strong  words  of  praise  for  the  very  noble 
and  dignified  reproof  which  he  gave  to 
the  Turkish  Government  when  they 

Earl  SpeMvr. 


appealed  to  him  not  to  protect  tliose  who 
were  going  from  this  coontiy  to  nliflTS 
the  unfortanate  people  who  are  snffenng 
in  Macedonia,  and  I  am  quite  anre  Ite 
whole  country  will  be  grateful  to  him  foe 
the  attitude  and  the  Ime  which  he  Xwk. 
up  in  this  respect.  The  noble  Ibrqaea 
referred  to  the  fact  that  t^e  Aoiinu 
Yanifffi  Minister  had  commented  ngtm 
the  oambffoasinflffi(»ency^  theBoropeaa 
concert.  We  know  what  the  noUe 
Marquess  the  late  Foreign  Secretary 
said  with  regard  to  the  Bnropean 
concert — that  it  was  like  a  steam  roller, 
very  powerful,  but  very  slow.  I  rather 
gatilkeied  that  the  noble  Harqness  was 
hoping  to  bring  greater  piessare  to  bear 
on  the  Ear<^>ean  concert.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  how  he  can  tiring 
that  pressure  to  bear  upon  it.  I  remem- 
ber how  the  European  concert  was  out- 
done entirely  by  another  meUkod  in  the 
case  of  Crete.  I  am  afraid  Uint  can 
hardly  be  done  <m  this  occasion.  Hie 
European  concert  was  unable  to  effect 
reforms  which  woe  required  in  Crete, 
but  they  were  carried  out  effidently  by  a 
distinguished  friend  of  mine,  a  gallant 
naval  officer  who  at  that  time  was  in  com- 
mand of  our  ships  there.  The  late 
Lord  Salisbury  at  that  time  gave  very 
hi^  praise  to  the  efficacy  of  naval 
diplomacy.  He  praised  Admiial  Noel 
in  that  way.  But  I  am  afraid  the 
noble  Marquess  will  hardly  get  ^e  asast- 
ance  of  the  Navy  in  Macedonia.  That 
distinguished  and  gallant  officer  is  now  in 
a  very  difficult  place,  for  I  rather  l^ink 
he  commands,  or  is  about  to  comniand, 
our  Fleet  in  China.  I  was  ^d  to  hear 
from  the  noble  Marquess  a  repetition  of 
what  he  said  scnne  time  ago  with  regard 
to  a  Christian  Govemor-Q^eral.  But 
unfortunately,  on  that  occasion  he  gave 
the  two  Powers  an  alternative,  and  thev 
took  the  lesser  of  the  two,  and  instead  of 
following  the  much  wiser  advice  of  the 
noble  Marquess  by  pressing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Christian  Qovemor- 
Oeneral  who  should  act  independently, 
they  were  content  with  two  assessors. 

I  sincerely  tnut  that  the  noble  Marquess 
will  be  able  to  renew  his  representations 
as  to  the  appointment  of  a  Christian 
Clovemor-General  to  the  two  Powers, 
especially  as  they  seem  almost  incUned 
now  to  follo^tiz]iaftyAdnoe.)^IiJieaT  that 
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withoat  that  beiiig  done  there  is  little 
chance  of  tiie  flstablishttent  of  good 
gOTernment  in  the  oountry.  The  noble 
Marquess  attaches  immense  importance 
to  the  proper  and  efficient  reorganisation 
of  the  gendarmerie ;  bnt  I  fear,  from  what 
we  hear,  that  the  appointment  of  the  dis- 
tinguished Italian  general  has  been  so 
recent  that  he  will  hardly  have  time, 
before  the  spring  comes  on.  [to  have  the 
foioe  in  working  order.  I  sincerely  trust, 
however,  that  the  hopes  of  the  noble 
Marquess  may  be  realised,  because  the 
establishment  of  a  thoroughly  good 
gendarmerie  would  conduce  more  than 
anydiing  else  to  a  satisfactory  settlement 
of  the  eoantry.  I  noticed  with  eatiB&c- 
ti<m  t^t  tiie  noble  Msrqaess  does  not 
consider  that  the  proposals  made  by  the 
two  Powers  are  adequate  for  what  is 
required.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  am 
quite  sure  the  country  will  support  him 
witii  vigour  and  enthusiasm  if  he  presses 
forward  with  all  the  strensUk  and  in- 
fluence of  His  Btaiesty's  Govenuaent 
such  dianges  as  wiu  make  the  refinms 
adequate. 

Lord  NEWTON :  My  Lords,  I  have  no 
intention  of  detaining  your  Lordships, 
bat  I  should  like- to  remind  my  noble 
friend  the  Forugn  Minister  that  he  has 
not  said  whether  he  is  going  to  lay  any 
further  Papers  or  not.  With  regard  to 
the  measures  upon  which  the  noble 
Marquess  relies  for  the  preservation  of 
peace,  I  only  desire  to  make  one  observa- 
tion. It  is  this — and  I  think  everyone 
present  will  agree  with  me — that  these 
measures 'to  be  really  effective  ought  to 
have  been  put  in  operation  months  ago 
by  the  Austrian  and  Russian  Govern- 
ments. As  to  the  speech  of  my  noble 
friend,  I  will  only  say  I  hope  he  will  be 
jtistified  in  the  somewhat  optimistic  view 
he  takes  of  the  future. 

•The  Marquess  ov  LANSDOWNE  : 
We  shall  present  further  Papers,  but  I 
do  not  think  immediately.  When  my 
noble  friend  put  his  notice  down  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session  he  had  only  one 
of  the  two  Blue-books  in  his  possession. 
The  second  Blue-book  has  been  pre- 
sented giaoe  his  notice  was  on  the  Paper. 


Motion,  by 
withdrawn. 


lesve  of  the  House, 


THE  CASE  OF  Ma.  MoCULLY. 

Lord  M0SKERRY :  My  Lords,  I  rise 
to  call  the  attention  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  the  gross  treatment  at 
Buenos  Ayres  of  Mr.  Edward  McCuUy. 
chief  officer  of  the  British  ship  "Kam- 
biia,"  who,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the 
British  Consul  at  that  port,  was  lodged 
in  an  Argentine  gaol,  where  he  existed 
for  fifty-seven  days  without  trial  under 
the  most  degrading  conditions;  to  ask 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  on  the  case 
being  tried,  it  was  at  once  dismiased  by 
the  Fed^l  Judge  on  ground  of  his 
having  no  jurisdiction;  if  so,  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  talon 
any  steps  regarding  the  Consul  referred 
to;  and  whethw  they  are  prepared  to 
compensate  Mr.  McCuUy  tor  the  serious 
injury  and  expense  sustained  by  him 
owing  to  the  extraordinary  way  in  whidi 
he  was  dealt  with  by  an  facial  repre- 
senting British  interests  abroad ! 

1  think  it  hi^ly  necessary  that  I 
should  draw  your  attention  and  that  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  this  very 
serious  matter,  and  particularly  so 
because  it  disturbs  our  cmfideoce  in  the 
representatives  of  this  country  abroad 
in  their  dealings  with  those  of  our  feUow- 
subjects  who  have  the  right  of  protection 
at  their  hands.  In  putting  the  case ,  as 
briefly  as  XKtssible,  I  may  say  that  the 
chief  officer  named  in  my  notice  was 
charged  at  the  British  Consulate  by 
certain  members  of  his  crew  with  certain 
acts  of  cruelty  and  ill-treatment.  Under 
Sections  480,  481,  and  483  of  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  the  British 
Consul  had  fuU  powers  to  immediately 
call  a  naval  Court  consisting  of  not  more 
than  five  and  not  less  than  three  persons, 
with  himself  as  President,  in  order  to 
thoroughly  investigate  the  charges.  All 
the  necessary  witnesses  could  have  been 
called  immediately,  and  the  Court  would 
have  the  power  to  suspend  or  cancel  the 
officer's  certificate,  to  call  upon  him  to 
forfeit  tile  whole  or  any  part  of  his  wages, 
to  pay  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  costs  of 
the  Court  out  of  his  wages,  or,  under 
Section  689  of  the  same  ^t,  the  Consul 
could  have  inquired  into  the  case  upon 
oath.  Then,  if  it  so  required,  he  could 
have  despatched  the  offender,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  in  s&;fe  ousto^  to  any 
British  possession  i«ig4^iiidiM|j^§l£ 
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Court  capable  of  taking  w^nisanee  .of  the  i 
offence,  to  be  there  proceeded  agunrt  | 

according  to  the  law. 

What,"  however,  were  the  methods  ^ 
adopted  by  the  British  Consul  at  Biunos 
AyreB  1   Throwing  aside  his  own  respon- ' 
sibility  and  powers — for  what  caose  I  am  ' 
at  a  loss  to  think,  except  that  it  was 
sheer  laziness — he  handed  Mr.  McCnlly 
over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Argen- 
tine police   authorities.    Not  content 
■with  this  arbitrary  act,  he  despatched  a  . 
note  to  these  authorities  to  the  efiect  that 
Mr.  McColly  had  conducted  himself  in  a 
brutal  manner  towards  several  of  the 
crew,  and  he  was  sorry  that  he  could  not 
give  a  complete  list  of  the  other  members 
of  the  crew  who  had  been  the  victims 
of  the  mate's  fury.   He  ended  by  asking 
the^jadge  to  pass  the  severest  sentence 
agamst  the  said  diief  officer  as  a  lesson 
to  men  who  are  accustomed  to  act  in  this 
way.    Assuming  for  the  moment  that 
the  chief  officer  in  question  was  guilty 
of  the  charges,  such  a  communication  to 
foreign  authorities  cannot  be  too  strongly 
condemned.    The  Consul  gave  the  chief 
<^cer  no  opportunity  of  defending  him- 
self, and  his  action  can  only  be  charac- 
terised as  an  outrage  on  British  justice. 
It  is  dl  the  worse  when  perpetrated  by  a 
responsible  (^cial  of  our  €k>vemment, 
who  himself  had  full  power  to  de&l  with 
the  case.     -  ^  ' 

What  was  the  result  of  this  Consul's 
extraordinuy  communication  ?  The  chief 
officer,  Mr.  IkCully,  was  at  first  locked 
up  without  a  bed,  and  for  the  first 
twenty-seven  hours  had  nothing  to  eat, 
being  altimately  sent  to  the  city  prison, 
and  compelled  to  linger,  under  the 
vilest  conditions,  in  close  confinement 
for  no  fewer  than  fifty-seven  days. 
The  captain  of  the  ship  on  whioh 
the  cruelties  were  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  stated  without  hesitation  that 
the  whole  thing  was  a  conspiracy.  The 
crew  swore  or  made  statements  against 
the  chief  officer  of  cruelty  committed 
on  the  passage  and  whilst  in  Canadian 
ports;  these  cruelties  he  never  heard  of 
until  he  was  called  before  the  Consul.  It 
is  a  very  fortunate  fact  that  ISt.  McCally 
had  some  friends  in  the  port — members 
of  the  Merchant  Service  Cmild — who,  by 
meansof  subscriptions  and  in  other  ways, 
took  the  matter  up.    Otherwise  the 

Lord  Mvskmy, 
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likelihood  is  that  Mr.  McCully  would  have 
been  languishing  in  gaol  even  yet.  Per- 
haps yonr  Lordships  may  remember  the 
case  of  the  steamer  "Oieylands**  whidi 
I  brought  to  your  notice,  where  two 
officers  and  five  seamen  were  kept  in  g^o\ 
at  the  same  port  (Buenos  Ayres)  for 
nearly  five  months  without  trial. 

I  understand  that  the  Merchant  Service 
Quild  have  made  very  strong  representa- 
tiono  on  this  case  of  Mr.  McCaUy  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  Bueitm 
Ayres  Berald,  and  other  papers  in  that 
quarter,  printed  in  our  own  langna^ 
commented  in  no  measured  terms  on  the 
acts  of  so-called  British  representatives 
at  the  port.   The  Foreign  Office,  in  reply 
;  to  the  Bkrohant  Service  Guild,  bear  oat 
I  t^e  &ot  that,  as  I  have  stated,  a  naval 
'  Court  would  have  been  competent  to 
investigate  the  charges  brought  against 
t  Mr.  McCully,  and  that  it  is  the  usoal  and 
'  most  desirable  course  for  a  Consul  to 
follow  in  summoning  such  a  naval  Court. 
The  Foreign  Office  remarl^d  that  it  was 
,  unfOTtunate  that  the  charges  did  not  come 
;  to  the  notice  of  the  Consul  until  the 
necessary  witnesses   had  disappeared. 
Surely  in  view  of  this  fact  his  action  was 
'  the  more  unjustifiable  and  injudicial. 
'  We  have  the  right  to  expect  our  repre- 
I  sentatives  to  act  with  a  better  sense  of 
justice  and  judgment  than  this.  It  seems 
I  that  the  Ccnosnl  appears  to  have  been 
anxious,  as  he  states,  to  check  the  ill- 
I  treatment  to  whioh  seamen  on  Nova 
Scotian  vessels  are  sometimes  subjected. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Merchant 
Service  Quild  have  protested  against  any 
,  such  assumption,  which  they  say  is  based 
on  what  is  practically  ancient  history, 
[  and  for  whioh  there  is  no  actual  founda- 
tion at  1^  present  time.     At  the 
;  same  time  I  very   strongly  contend 
;  that   ill  -  treatment    or    no    ill  -  treat- 
;  ment,  the  case  of  Mr.  McCully  has  been 
I  handled  in  a  shocking  manner.  The 
Guild,  I  believe,  are  informed  that  bot^ 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Secretary  of 
[  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  deprecate  the 
I  practice  of  han£ng  over  a  British  subject 
;  to  be  dealt  with  fay  local  authorities  for 
i  offences  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
I  on  board  a  British  vessel,  when  the 
I  recognised  machinery  for  dealing  with 
I  the  case  undgr^,  Jp$^^yCTjg¥^P««Wy 
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be  employed.  They  are  also  of  ophtion 
tiiat  the  Consul  should  not  have  asked 
that  Mr.  McCully  should  be  punished 
with  the  greatest  severity  which  the  law 
allows,  inasmuch  as  by  bo  doing  he 
seemed  to  piejudioe  the  case  and  to  lay 
himself  opeii  to  a  snspioiou  of  animus 
against  tiie  accused.  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  Lordships  would  consider 
"  sospidon  **  quite  the  right  term.  I 
should  call  it  an  intemperate  and  wil- 
fully malidooB  statonent. 

hope  that  I  have  indicated  to  your 
Lordships  how  the  interests  of  foitish 
ships  are  attended  to  by  onr  lepresenta* 
tiveB  at  Buenos  Ayces^  and  I  trust  that 
you  will  agree  with  me  tiiat  their  action 
merits  direct  condemnation  and  censure 
at  the  hands  of  His  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment.  There  remains  ^e  bet  that, 
apart  from  personal  sufiering  and  degra- 
dation, the  ohiuf  officer  of  the  ship 
"  Kambira  "  haa  been  subjected  to  very 
great  expense,  and  the  least  tlutt  His 
Majesty's  Government  can  do  is  to  offer 
some  compensation  as  a  solatium.  I 
have  read  in  one  of  our  leading  shipping 
Dailies  of  three  Danish  seamen,  against 
whom  an  unsubstantiated  charge  of 
mutiny  and  setting  fire  to  a  British  barque 
on  tiie  high  seas  was  preferred  at  Dovtf, 
who  received  an  indemnity  from  the 
Treasury,  tc^ether  with  the  iroges  alleged 
to  have  been  withheld  from  them  by  the 
British  Consul  who  sent  them  to  England. 
If  it  is  the  case  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  able  to  act  in  this  way  towards 
foreign  seamen  in  our  ships,  there  is  no 
possible  excuse  for  not  granting  one  of 
oar  own  subjects,  a  chief  officer  of  a 
British  ship,  practk»l  consideration  of  a 
similar  nature.  The  last  instance  of  a 
British  officer  being  badly  treated  was  in 
Japan,  and  the  noble  Marquess  very  kind- 
ly interested  himself  in  the  matter.  The 
result  was  that  the  judge  and  officials 
concerned  were  punished  and  the  noble 
Marquess  very  kindly  put  forward  a 
suggestion  that  f^e  Japanese  Government 
should  pay  a  certain  sum  by  way  of 
compensation.  I  think  the  sum  they 
finally  offered  was  5s.  6d.  I  hope 
His  Majesty's  Gk>vemment  will  be 
prepared  to  grant  a  more  substantial  sum 
than  that  to  Mr.  McCally  for  the  serious 
injury  and  expense  sustained  by  him 
owing  to  the  extramdinaiy  way  in  which 
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he  has  been  dealt  with  by  an  offi<»al  re- 
presenting British  interests  abroad. 

«Thb  Mabqusss  of  LAN3D0WNE: 
My  Lords,  I  have  made  inquiries  into 
this  case  and  have  been  informed  that  on 
the  arrival  of  the  ship  referred  to  the 
new  made  a  number  of  complaints  to 
the  British  Consul,  Bir.  Ross,  of  the 
manner  '  in  which  they  had  been  ill- 
treated  by  Mr.  McCuIly,  the  chief  officer. 
The  complaints,  which  were  of  a  serious 
kind,  referred  to  various  acts  of  cruelty, 
and  in  particular  to  a  case  in  which 
Mr.  McCully  was  alleged  to  have 
knoolmd  down  an  able  seaman  and 
kicked  four  of  his  teeth  out  while  the 
man  was  lying  down.  The  same  sea- 
man was  said  to  have  had  three  of  his 
fingers  injured  by  a  blow  from  a 
capstan  bar.  There  were  other  com- 
plaints. These  had  reference  partly  to 
oconirenoes  which  took  place  during  tlie 
voyage,  and  partly  to  occurrences  which 
took  place  in  port.  I  believe  I  am  right 
in  saying  that  the  Argentine  Courts  are 
competent  to  deal  with  oases  of  this  kind 
when  they  occur  within  an  Argentine 
i  port.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  I  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  that  the  whole  of 
these  cases,  whether  they  occurred  in  port 
or  during  the  voyage,  ought  properly  to 
have  been  referred  to  a  naval  C^urt.  Mr. 
Ross,  however,  who  evidently  took  a  very 
serious  view  of  these  complaints, 
acting  under  a  misapprehension,  re- 
ferred the  case  to  the  local  Courts. 
The  result  was  that  Mr.  McCully  was 
imprisoned.  The  Courts  were  in  vaca- 
tion at  the  time  and  bail  was  refused 
b^  the  local  authorities.  Mr.  Ross 
did  all  he  oonld  to  hasten  the  trial,  and 
when  it  took  place  the  Court,  for  reasons 
of  whicdi  I  am  not  aware,  but  which  the 
noble  Lord  perhaps  knows,  decided  that 
the  offences  were  outside  its  jurisdiction, 
possibly  because  the  particular  offences 
spedfied  took  place  during  the  voyage  and 
not  in  port.  Our  view  is  that  Mr.  Ross, 
whose  record  in  the  Consular  Service  is  a 
highly  creditableone — hehasthe  honour  of 
beingaCompanionof  theOrderof  the  Bath, 
awarded  to  him  in  recognition  of  Consular 
Service—committed  an  error  of  judgment 
in  sending  t^e  case  to  the  local  Court; 
and  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  much 
better  if  he  had  not  eraresaed .  a 
stnmg  opinion,  as  higitiafip^usQ^Dw^B 
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done,  in  regard  to  the  ootpabiUty  of  an 
accused  person.  Our  view  has  been 
intimated  to  Mr.  Roas,  who,  I  have  no 
doab^  wiJl  have  taken  the  rqvoof — for 
it  is  a  reproof — to  heart.  I  am  advised 
that  the  case  is  not  one  for  whidi  any 
claim  for  compensation  could  be 
admitted  by  His  Majesty's  Qovemment. 

H'lDMadioiirned.at  Seven  o'clock, 
till  To-iDorruw,  hali-paat  Ten 
o  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  Ihik  February,  1904. 

The  Hoose  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILI£  (STANDING  ORDER  62 
COMPUED  WITH). 

Hr.  Sfeakbb  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Bzaminers  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  b3en  complied  with,  viz. : — 
Ix}ndon,  Camberwell,  and  Dulwioh  Tram- 
ways Bill.  North-Westem  Electricity 
and  Power  Gas  Bill;  Sonthend-on-Sea 
Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  lead 
a  second  time. 

SUBSTITUTED  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Bzaminers  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That  in  respect  of  the 
following  Bills  introduced  pursuant  to 
the  piovinons  d  The  Private  Legislation 
Prooedare  (Scotiand)  Act,  1899,  and 
which  the  Chairman  of  Wskye  and  Means 
had  directed  to  originate  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  they  have  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  been  complied 
with,  vis. :  —  Clyde  VaUey  Electrical 
Power  [Lords];  Lothians  Electric  Power 
[Lords];  Toung  and  Bell's  Fatbits 
[Lords]. 

Bishop's  Stortford  and  District  Gas 
Bill;  Blyth  and  Oowpen  Gas  Bill;  Cor- 
bridge  Gas  Bill;  Gomersal  Gas  Bill; 
HirrowRoad  and  Paddington  Tramways 
Bill ;    Norwich   Water  Bill ;  Southend 

7%e  Marqmts  of  Laiudoww. 


Water  BUI;  South  Shields  Gas  Bill; 
South-Westem  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junc- 
tion Railway  (Sxtenaiott  of  Time)  Kll; 
Sutton  Gaa  Bill;  Whitby  Gas  Bill.  Read 
a  second  time  and  ooranuttBd. 

Qieshire  Electricity  and  Power  Gas. 
OrdePHl,  That  Standing  Orders  204  and 
235  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time. — {TKe  Chaimtam 
of  Wa^  and  J/auu.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time, 

and  committed. 

Dumbarton  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill.  Read  tJie  thiid  time,  and 
passed. 

Plymouth  and  North  Devon  Direct 
Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill.  Order 
[4th  Febroary^t  that  the  Plymouth  and 
North  Devon  Direct  Railway  (Abandon- 
ment) Bill  be  referred  to  the  Examinet« 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  read,  and 
discharged.  Bill  witiidiawn.  —  (3fr. 
Caldwell) 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  ACT,  1902. 

Petition  from  Fife  and  Angus,  for 
alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FRANCHISE  AND  REMOVAL  OF 
WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Male  Electors'  League 
far  Women's  Snfirage,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
ux>on  the  Table. 

LAL,  JEWEN. 

Petition  of  Jewen  Lai,  for  inquiry  into 
his  case;  to  lie  upon  ^ba  Table. 

UCENCE8  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ; 
from  Musselburgh ;  Dartmouth;  Sheffield, 
Penmasnmawr ;  Cilfynydd ;  Titchfield ; 
Fareham ;  Baticy ;  Margate ;  Throckley  ; 
Glasgow ;  South  Manchester ;  New  Quay 
(three);  Welch  Row;  North  Camberwell ; 
North  West  Gloucestershire ;  Fishguari ; 
Forfar;  Dumfries  and  Kirlwudbright; 
Coupar  Angus;  Burton;  Northampton; 
and  East  Gbreenwioh ;  to  lie  upon  the 
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RETURNSy  REPORTS,  ETC. 

COMMONS  (INCLOSURB  AWARDS). 
Retnni  [presented  9th  Febniaiy]  to  be 
printed,  ^o.  60.] 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Prooeed- 
ingB  during  the  month  of  November,  1903 
D>y  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  FUND 
(IRELAND)  (NON-CONGESTED  DIS- 
TRICTS). 

Aocount  presented,  for  Ihe  year  ended 
3l8t  December,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie 
npen  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL. 

Copy  presented,  of  further  correspond- 
ence regarding  the  Transvaal  liabonr 
Queetion  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

GREEK  LOAN. 

Account  presented,  up  to  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.  JNo.  51 .] 

NAVY  (APPRCtPRIATION  ACCOUNT). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Appropriation 
Account  of  the  Navy  for  1902-3,  with  the 
Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
Oeneral  thereon,  and  upon  the  St4m  Ac- 
conntp  of  the  Navy  [by  Act];  to  lie 
apon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 

ARMY  (APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Appropriation 
Account  for  1902-3,  with  the  Report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
thereon,  and  upon  the  Store  Accounts  of 
the  Army  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to^be  printed.   [No.  53.] 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  30th  January,  190i,  declaring  that 
for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  Inspector-General 
in  Bankruptcy,  professional  or  other 
peculiar  qualifications  not  ordinarily  to 
be  acquired  in  the  Public  Service  are 
reqnired  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

6ICEENWICH  HOSPITAL  ANDTRAVERS' 
FOUNDATION. 

Accoimts  presented,  for  the  jrear  ended 
Slat  Maroh,  1903,*,with  the  Report^  of  the 


Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  tdiereon 
[by  Act];  to  lie  upcm  the  l^ble.  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  M.] 

CHINA  (No.  2,  1904). 
Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  re- 
specting the  Russian  occupation  of  Man- 
churia and  Newchwang  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  2,  1904). 
Copy  presented,  of  Convention  Tei^>eot- 
ing  Payment  of  I^ght  and  Harbour  Dues 
by  Vends  of  (he  United  States  in  Zansi- 
lur.  Signed  at  Washington,  6th  June, 
1903.  Ratifications  exidianged  at 
Washington,  24th  Pecember,  1903  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No. 
3121  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

j  Friendly  Societies,  Workmen's  Corapen- 
;  sation  Schemes,  Industrial  and  Provident 
'  Societies,  and  Trades  Unions. — Reports 
of  the  Chief  Registrar  for  the  year  end- 
j  in^  3l0t  December,  1903  [by  Act];  to  be 
:  printed.   [No.  66.] 

AMERICAN  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  number 
I  of  days,  hours,  and  minutes  occupied  in 
'  the  transit  of  the  Royal  Mails,  both  out- 
;  ward  and  inward,  carried  during  the  year 
I  1903  by  steamships  between  Queenstown 
'  and  New  York,  between  Southampton  and 
New  York,  and  also  between  New  Tork 
I  and  Plymouth.  The  Return  to  specify 
.  the  names  of  tiie  steamers,  and  to  in- 
I  dicate  by  asterisk  or  otherwise  those  not 
I  carrying  Mails  under  contract." — {Sir 
,  John  Lmg.) 

I  PAUPERISM  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
(HALF-YEARLY  STATEMENTS). 

I  Copy  ordered,  "  of  Statement  of  the 
.  number  of  Paupers  relieved  on  the  1st 
I  day  of  January,  1904,  and  similar  State- 
I  ment  for  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1904  (in 
\  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  109,  of  session  1903).**— (J/r.  Orami 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CimULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Sights  of  Omu  on  H.M.a  "Venenble" 
and"  BamlUids." 

Hb.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness-shire) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
if  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
&ct  that  a  shot  fired  from  one  of  l^e  12- 
inoh  guns  of  H.M.S.  "Venerable/*  dnring 
recent  practice  firing  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, passed  between  the  funnels  of 
H.M.S.  "Gladiator;  "  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  whether  this  was  caused  by  defec- 
tive sights  on  the  gun  in  question, 

{Anmer^  hy  Mr.  Pretyman.)  No  re- 
port to  this  effect  has  been  received.  If 
such  an  incident  did  occur  it  was  certainly 
not  due  to  the  si^ts.  it^-..  ^  _  , 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  he  can 
state  whether  the  sighting  of  the  turret 
guns  of  the  "  RamiUies  "  has  been  found 
to  be  defective ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  remedy  liie  defects. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Pntyman.)  The ' 
"  Ramillies  "  returned  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  paid  off  in  the  autumn. 
She  is  now  undergoing  refit  and  having 
her  upper  deck  guns  casemated.  The 
sights  of  the  turret  guns  will  be  brought 
up  to  date  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
mounting  will  allow. 

I 

Admiralty  Shipbuilding  Frogranune- 

Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  To  ask  , 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  he  will 
explain  why,  in  view  of  the  statement  of 
the  late  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  upon 
the     23rd     June,     1903,     that    the  i 
battleships  of  the  1903-4  programme 
would    be    laid   down   at  an  early . 
date  and  be  built   b^  contractt  the  1 
aiud  ships  were  not  laid  down  before 
January,  1904,  and  are  being  built  in  the 
Government   dockyards ;   and  whether 
the  Admiralty  adhere  to  the  intention  , 
they  expressed  in  August,  1903,  of  laying  . 
down  three  battleships  in  April  next.  \ 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Pr^^man).  The  I 
hon.  Member  will  find  the  matter  referred  I 
to  in  his  Question  fully  dealt  with  in  the  ' 
Memorandum  of   the  First  Lord  ac- 


very  shortly  be  laid  upon  the  Table ;  and 
I  suggest  the  hon.  Member  should  Idndlr 
defer  any  Question  he  may  have  to  au 
till  after  he  has  read  that  statement. 

FarliameiitaiT  Inauiries  into  Degr— iwi 

in^Agiicnltare- 

Mr.  FREDERICK  WILSON  (Norfolk, 
Mid.):  To  ask  the  President  of  tbe 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  state  how  many 
Parliamentary  inquiries  were  held  on  the 
I  depression  in  agriculture  last  century, 
I  before  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws,  while 
j  protective  tarifis  existed,  and  the  price  cl 
j  corn  when  these  inquiries  into  depressioa 
I  were  made ;  and  describe  the  nature  oi 
'  the  tari£b  which  exuted. 

I  {Aiawered  by  Mr.  OmUd  Balfour.) 
I  Parliamentary  Committees  on  agricultural 

I  distress  sat  in  the  years  1820,  1821  and 
j  1822,  1833,  and  1836.  Full  particulars 
as  to  the  prices  of  com  in  these  years^ 
and  as  to  the  tariffs  in  force,  are  contained 
in  the  Return  "Customs  Tariffs  of  the 
United  Kingdom  from  1800  to  1897" 
[C.  8706  of  1897],  See  pages  243,  244, 
247,  and  266. 

Ohiefii  Olerks  to  Sdtv^ors  of  Taxaa. 

Mr.  HBTWOOD  JOHNSTONB  (Sus- 
sex, Horsham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  will  say  whether  it  is 
intended  to  comply  wiUi  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  surveyors  of  taxes  for 
the  establLohment  of  a  class  of  -chief 
clerks  in  their  offices. 

{Amwered  by  Mr.  Vieior  Camaduh.)  No 
recommendation  to  the  effect  desoribed 

in  the  Question  has  been  received  by  1^ 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue. 

Alleged  Exemption  of  Irish  Boman 
Catholic  Olergy  from  Income  Tax. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  Blr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will 
explain  why  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
in  Ireland  are  exempted  from  tiie  pay- 
ment of  income-tax. 

{Artswei-ed  by  Mr.  Avsten  CAamAn-fatri.) 
The  hon.  Member  appears  to  be  under 
some  misapprehension.  The  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland  have  no  special 
exemption  from  income-tax. 


Annual  Saving  in  Irish  Adminiitratioa. 

 ,    M».  FFRBNCH  (Wexford,  S.):  To 

companying  the  Estimates,  which  will  j  ask  Mr.  (Sianoellor  ^^^^^eqoer 
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whether  he  will  state  the  amount  of  the 
annual  saving  effected  in  the  Irish  ad- 
ministratioa;  and  whether  he  proposes  to 
keep  an  aooonnt  of  the  savings  as  well  as 
the  expenditure,  so  that  the  money  due 
to  Ireland  shall  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austm  Chand>erlain.) 
As  the  Estimates  for  Irish  Services  are  not 
yet  completely  closed,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  at  present  what  reduction  will  |  be 
shown  in  the  estimated  expenditure  in 
190i-5.  The  Annual  Financial  Relations 
Returns  afford  a  comparative  record  of 
the  cost  of  Irish  Services  in  successive 
years. 

Inspection  of  Boarded-ont  Pauper 
Children  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  boarded-out  pauper 
children  in  Scotland  are  not  inspected 
systematically  by  the  general  superinten- 
dents of  poor  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  he  will  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  having  the  dkildren  periodically 
inspected,  preferably  by  lady  inspectors 
under  tSie  Local  Government  Board,  as 
in  England  and  in  Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Graham  Murray.)  I 
am  informed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotiand  that  complaints  in 
regard  to  children  boarded  out  are  of 
extremely  rare  occurrence.  The  subject 
has  been  b^ore  the  Departmental  Oom- 
mittee  on  Medical  Relief  in  Scotland, 
and  when  the  Report  of  that  Committee 
is  issued  the  Board  will  consider  whether 
any  action  on  the  lines  indicated  is  i 
aeceaaary  at  advisable. 


Sanitary  Inspectors'  Oertiflcates- 
Bat  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire^ 
Ilkeston) :  To  ask  tiie  I^csident  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  if  he  can  state 
the  number  of  persons  seeking  certificates 
of  competency  as  sanitary  inspectors  who 
have  been  examined  in  each  year  by 
the  Board  of  Examinations  constituted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  under 
Section  108  of  The  Public  Health 
(London)  Act,  18^1*  and  the  number  to 
whom  certificates  of  competency  have 
been  granted  in  each  year. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  WaUer  Long.)  I  am 
informed  that  the  numbers  axe  as 
follows : — 


flans  of  tiie  House  of  Commons 

Mr.  HETWOOD  JOHNSTONE:  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Chorley,  as 
representing  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  if  copies  of  the  plans  of  the 
House,  ^milar  to  those  exhibited  in  the 
Tea  Boom,  can  be  obtained  by  Members 
by  payment  or  otherwise. 

(Anstoered  by  Lord  Bakarres.)  These 
plans  are  prepared  for  official  purposes 
and  tike  First  Commissi<mer  is  not  pre- 
pared to  distribute  or  sell  them. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Applt^anta  for 
Certificates. 

Number  of 
Certificates 
granted. 

1899  - 

18 

16 

1900  - 

21 

12 

1901  ■ 

27 

24 

1902  - 

70 

67 

1903  - 

69 

46 

I  Officers  in  Indian  Native  Begimenta— 
Bukk  other  than  HUitanr- 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  if  officers  in  the  Indian  Army 
swving  in  Native  regiments  hold  any 
rank  except  that  granted  by  tiie 
Sovereign,  and  notified  in  the  Military 
(Gazette;  and,  if  so,  who  confers  this 
rank,  anid  under  what  authority. 

[Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodriek,) 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Public  Libraries  in  Irdaad- 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  how  many  rural  district  councils 
in  Ireland  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  Public!  Libraries  Act  of  il902, 
and  will  hejgive^their  names.  jJ^'J  *" 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)'^  This 
information  will  be  procured  from  the 
local  authorities  and  communicated  to 
the  h<m.  Member  as  es^et?,»g«S^5gle 
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CertUtttw  fte  Tnioed  NvEWB  in  Inltiid. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
To  ask  tba  Chief  Seoietary  to  the  Lofd 
Lientenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
give  the  names  of  the  institntionB  in 
Ireland  oonsideied  competent  by  the 
Local  Goremment  Boaid  to  give  oertifi- 
catea  fm  tnined  nnnee  within  the 
meaning  of  the  first  portion  of  the 
Noising  Order ;  the  names  of  ths  inatitn- 
tioDB  in  Ireland  considered  competent  to 
give  certificates  for  qualified  niusea 
within  the  meaning  of  the  aecoad  portion 
of  said  Order ;  and  the  position  of  nurses 
(who  have  been  in  tike  service  of  boards 
id  goaidians  pzevions  to  the  said  Orders 
and  whose  service  had  been  satisfactory) 
as  to  promotion  to  other  offices,  increase 
in  salaries,  or  appointment  to  poets  in 
other  unions.  • 

{Ansioerfd  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  There  is 
no  official  record  kept  of  instituticms 
fulfilling  the  requirements  of  Articles  2 
<a)  aud  2  (b)  of  the  Order  in  question. 
The  claims  of  a  particular  hospital  or' 
institution  are  only  considered  as  the 
necessity  arises  in  connection  with  the  i 
registration  of  a  nurse  cr  upon  the  j 
application  of  the  authorities  of  the 
hospital.  Hence  there  may  be  and 
doubtless  are  hospitals  which  would  be 
held  by  the  Board  to  be  competent  to 
certify  nurses  as  trained  or  qualified 
rtiould  the  occasion  for  making  inquiry 
arise.  Nurses  whose  employment  in 
union  hospitals  had  been  sanctioned  b^ 
tiie  Board  prior  to  the  issue  of  the 
Order  have  not  been  disturbed  in  <^oe ; 
their  rights  have  been  carefully  preserved 
to  them.  Id  no  case  has  promotion  or 
inciease  of  salary  been  refused  to  any 
such  nurse  on  the  ground  that  she  did 
not  possess  the  qualifications  prescribed 
by  tlie  Order. 

Boildinf  of  Technical  Schools  in  Ireland- 

Hb.  FPRENOH:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lientenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act  provides  no  funds  for 
building  purposes ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  danger  of  technical  instruction 
eoming  to  a  standstill,  or  the  local  bodies 
ceasing  to  provide  it,  he  will  mtroduoe  a 
Biil  providing  funds  for  the  building  and 
equipping  of  technical  schools  in  Inland. 


(Antwend  bp  Mr.  fFyndkam.)  I  d«- 
cussed  Hob  matter  with  the  depntaticn 
that  waited  oa  me  in  Dafalin  on  tht  11th 
January,  and  have  no  fartber  sCatenwBt 

to  make  at  present. 

CoUeetioB  of  County  Bates  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  FFRBNCH  :  To  ask  the  Cbkl 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Iie- 
Und  whetiier  he  is  aware  that  the  Wez- 
ford  Connty  Council  passed  a  resolation 
requesting  die  Irish  Local  Qovemment 
Board  to  alter  the  dates  for  closing  the 
collection  of  county  rates  from  the  31st 
March  and  90th  September  to  1st  May 
and  1st  November,  and  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  refused  to  do  so 
owing  to  the  existing  state  of  the  law ; 
and  if  so,  whether,  for  the  oonvenienoe  of 
both  ratepayers  and  ooBeetans,  he  would 
undertake  to  bring  about  the  proposed 
alteration  either  by  legislation  or  other- 
wise. 

(Anxtoend  hy  Mr.  Wyndham. )  The 
financial  half-years  are  fixed  by  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1898,  and  the 
Orders  made  theienndei,  and  the  Boaxd 
has  no  power  to  vary  these  dates.  The 
present  arrangements  involve  no  hard- 
ship on  the  ratepayers,  and  the  collection 
of  the  rates  has  been  characterised  hy 
remarkable  punctuality.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed  to  introduce  legislation  with  the 
object  suggested  in  the  Question. 

Irish  Land  Act 

Mb.  FFRBNCH:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lientenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  oomideT  the 
advisability  of  inserting  a  clause  in  the 

Bill  which  he  proposes  to  introduce  to 
amend  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  bringing 
tenants  of  agricultural  farms,  holding 
under  grants  in  perpetuity  (not  being 
grants  under  the  provisioiM  of  the  Re- 
newable Leasehold  Conversion  Act)  dated 
subsequent  to  the  Ist  January,  1861. 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act. 

{A-Mto^ed  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
classes  of  tenants  described  in  the  Ques- 
tion, if  in  occupation  of  their  holdings, 
are  within  tiie  scope  of  the  Land  Pnnhase 
Acts.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  amand- 
ment  of  the  kw  in  thisreqteot  is  le- 
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BelfMt  BmliwtioiL 

Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow. 
W.):  To  ask  the  Chief  Seoretary  tu  the 
Loid  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Commissioner  of  Valua- 
tion in  Ireland  undertook  to  hear  the  views 
of  appellants  agptinst  the  Belfast  le- 
vahiation  in  person  befwe  publishing  his 
leriBed  appeal  list ;  that  he  invited  some 
of  the  public  bodies  to  appoint  repre- 
8<tntatives  to  meet  him,  and  interviewed 
some  classes  of  Bel&st  mezohants  and 
also  dele^tes  from  a  ratepayers'  com- 
mittee; and,  if  so,  will  he  explain  why 
the  Commissioner  did  not  hear  the  Belfast 
pubhcans,  whose  valuations  have  been 
inoieased  from  £27,000  to  £63,000. 

{Jnmend  bt/  Mr.  IFfndham.)  The  i 
Oommissitmer  undertook  to  arranoe  < 
interviews  with  the  leading  meroantue 
and  other  public  bodies,  as  well  as  with  | 
individuals  whose  valuations  were  \ 
seriously  afFeoted  by  the  revaluation.  , 
In  September,  1901,  he  met  a  deputation 
of  the  Belfast  licensed  vintners,  and  in ' 
November,  1903,  a  leading  member  of  i 
that  body,  who  put  forward  very  dearly  i 
the  views  of  the  licensed  vintners. 

Indian  Officers. 

CioLOHBL  DENNT:  To  ask  the  Secre- ' 
tary  of  State  for  War  whether  Paragraph  i 
A  of  the  Royal  Warrant  of  the  17th  j 
January,  1861,  which  provides  that  I 
officers  of  the  staff  corps  holding  military  ' 
appointments  will  take  military  command 
aocording  to  their  Army  rank,  is  still  i 
applicaUe  to  officers  of  the  Indian  Army,  j 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  BrodrirJe.) 
TIm  answw  is  in  the  affirmative.  { 

Colonel  DENNV:  To  ask  the  Secre- . 
tary  of  State  for  War  whether  Section  71  i 
of  the  Army  Act,  which  prohibits  a 
combatant  officer  being  subjected  Uf  the  j 
command  of  anoiher  of  inferior  rank,  is  , 
applicable  to  officers  of  the  Indian  Army  ! 
serving  with  Native  regiments.  ' 

{Angwered  by  Mr.  Setretary  Brodrick)  ■ 
The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative,  I 


QUESTIOm  IN  THE  HOUSE, 

Military  Oanp  in  BozlmxchBhire. 
MjuTHOMAS  SHAW(HawickBurghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Seraetary  fw  Soot- 
land  what  is  the  state  of  the  negotiatioiu 


with  regud  to  the  purchase  of  the  estate 
of  Stobs,  Boxburgnshire,  and  adjcnning 
land  for  the  purposes  of  a  military  camp 
and  military  training ;  has  a  purchase 
been  arranged  or  is  tt  to  be  abandoned  ; 
are  any  arrangements  being  made  for 
leasing  property ;  and  what  is  die  extent 
of  the  lands  which  are  tiie  subject  of 
transaction. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  ARN0Li>-F0R8TBR,Belfast,W.): 
The  Stobs  Estate,  3,615  acres  in  extent, 
has  been  purchased.  As  regards  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  adjoining  lands,  the  nego- 
tiations now  proceeding  have  not  reached 
a  iitage  at  which  any  disclosure  in  regard 
to  their  nature  or  Uie  extent  of  the  land 
concerned  would  be  expedient.  I  regret, 
there  ore,  that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
give  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  the  in- 
formation which  he  desires  to  obtain.  I 
may  add  that  at  present  no  arrangements 
are  being  made  tor  leasing  any  property 
in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  Irish  Bfilltia. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Wat  whether  hb  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  Official  Minutes  of  Lord 
Wolseley,  dated  3rd  November,  1897, 
contained  in  the  Appendices  to  the  Report 
Vohme  of  the  War  Commission,  p.  247, 
in  which  he  stated  that  the  War  Office 
could  not  afford  to  explain  in  Parliament 
or  make  otherwise  public,  the  fact  that 
Irish  Mihtia  are  brought  to  England  to 
draw  the  teeth  of  possible  rebellion ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  different 
reasons  already  given  by  the  War  Office 
anthorities  relative  to  the  transference  of 
Irish  Militia  to  this  country,  he  has  any, 
and,  if  so,  what,  explanation  of  Lord 
Wolseley*s  Minute. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTBB  :  I  under- 
stand that  the  opinion  expressed  by  Lord 
Wolseley  was  a  personal  one,  and  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  reasons  which  led 
him  to  entertain  the  view  he  expressed 
in  1897.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  Irish  soldiers  will  prove  traitors  to 
their  King  or  false  to  their  mihtary  oath. 
'Hie  admirable  and  btithfol  performance 
of  their  duty  by  Irishmen  in  the  service 
of  the  Crown  adds  to  the  improbability 
of  any  suoh  action.    As  V~mt(iejti^ 
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fact,  the  great  majority  of  tiie  Iiiah 
Militia  perfonn  their  truning  in  beland, 

Mb.  swift  MACNBILL:  im  the 
ri^t  hon.Qentlemantin  order  to  enoonzage 
enliatmen^  have  1^  Memocandum  of 
Lord  Wolseky's  placarded  at  every 
recruiting  station  in  Ireland  ? 

[No  answer  waa  returned.] 

82Dd  Battvy  S.F.A. 

Hk.  crooks  (Woolwidi):  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  82nd  Battery  R  J^.,  who  have 
been  in  South  A^ica  four  years,  are 
still  under  canvas,  and  that  the  War 
Ofiloe  propose  to  send  the  families  of  the 
mm  to  South  Africa  while  thoe  are  no 
quarters  in  which  to  house  t^m,  be  nill 
consider  the  advisability  of  putting  t^ese 
mea  in  barracks  by  brining  home  some 
cme  of  the  other  units  who  are  on  the  list 
im  service  in  India  shortly. 

Mb.  ABNOLD-FORSTER  :  Every 
effort  is  being  made  to  find  suitable 
accommodation  for  the  families  oi  the 
troops  which  will  be  retained  in  South 
Africa,  and  the  General  Officer  Command- 
ing reports  that  the  families  can  be 
accommodated  in  Indian  pattern  tents, 
which  are  speciallysnited  for  this  purpose. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  is  impracticable,  as  there 
an  Do  barracks  at  home  avulabk  for 
Ute  units  alluded  to.  I  may  add  tiiat  in 
the  case  of  this  battery  only  two  families 
have  elected  to'go  out. 

The  Imperial  Teomanry. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newineton,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
according  to  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
Training  Return  for  1903  just  published, 
it  appears  that  out  of  an  establishment  of 
34,694  no  fewer  than  8,293  are  wanting 
to  complete,  that  2,593  were  absent  ^m 
training,  and  that  out  of  a  total  of 
22,610  noTses,  10,667  were  hired,  he  will 
state  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in 
order  to  place  this  force  upon  a  more 
satisfactory  footing. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  When  the 
maximum  of  about  36,000  was  fixed  in 


1901,  Uie  enrolled  numbers  stood  at 
about  10,000  and  tiioee  at  training  in  the 
pnTioas  year  amounted  to  8,657.  Sinee 
that  time  the  numbers  enroUed  have 
rtsen  to  27,054  on  let  January  lai^  and 
the  number  at  training  in  1903  amoonted 
to  23,779.  These  %ires  show  very 
satisbctoty  progress.  As  rei^rds  tlw 
horses,  witiiout  incurring  conaidenUft 
extravasaoc^  it  has  been  found  im- 
pnetioable  to  avud  hiring. 

Captain  NORTON  :  Am  I  ,to  under- 
stand Uiat  although  this  is  still  a  p^Mf 
force,  it  is  less  a  paper  force  than  it  was  t 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  hon- 
Member  must  understand  nothing  of  the 
kind.  A  high  establishment  has  been 
fixed,  and  a  greater  approximaticm  to  it 
has  been  attained  every  year.  The 
recruiting  for  the  Yeomanry  has  been 
most  satisfactory. 

Iiiah  Tailors  and  Oflcan'  UnifoxiBS. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (DubUu,  College 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  adjutants 
of  the  Connanght  Rangers,  the  Boyal 
Irish  Begiment,  the  Engineers,  and  the 
adjutants  of  other  regiments  stationed  in 
Ireland  are  recommending  young  offioera 
on  joining  these  regiments  to  send  for 
their  outfits  to  certain  English  bouses,, 
and  that  in  consequence  orders  placed  by 
officers  in  Ireland  have  been  counter- 
manded ;  and  whether  in  view  of  the  loaa 
to  Irish  firms  by  this  conduct,  he  will 
take  such  steps  as  will  put  a  stop  to  such 
practices  by  toe  adjutants  or  other  offion* 
m  Ireland. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  A  mr- 
ticular  instance  occurred  in  1903  in  which 
a  Commanding  Officer  gave  orders  to 
young  officer  to  obtain  his  uniform  from 
selected  firms  and  instructions  have  been 
sent  forbidding  any  such  action.  I  am. 
not,  however,  aware  that  such  action  is 
the  practice,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  the 
hon.  Member  would  draw  my  attention 
to  uiy  further  cases  which  have  eom» 
within  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  Has  not  a  special 
order  been  issued  by  the  Oommander-in* 
Chief  to   adjutants  in  Ireland  "^fkipg 
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Mr.  ABNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  am  not 
aware  of  it. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  :  I  will  send  the  hon. 
GeDtlenun  some  information  on  the 
«ubjectw 

Military  Conrts-MartiaL 

Mb.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
Court-martial  jnroceedings  which  in  the 
year  1903  were  submitted  to  the  Judge 
Advocate  General's  Department  in  Lon- 
don ;  in  how  many  cases  findings  were 
quashed ;  in  how  many  cases  in  which 
soldiers  were  sentencea  the  punishment 
or  part  of  it  had  been  served  before  the 
findings  were  quashed,  or  before  a  re- 
mission of  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
sentence ;  and  whether  any,  and  what, 
stepB  have  been  taken  to  check  the  in- 
crease (rf  ill^alities  of  Courts-martial. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  During 
1903  the  proceedings  of  11,232  Courts- 
martial  were  received  in  the  Judge 
Advocate  General's  Office,  and  in  72  cases 
the  proceedings  were  wholly  quashed.  In 
all  cases  in  which  a  sentence  of  imprison- 
ment had  been  confirmed  and  then 
ultimately  quashed  by  the  Judge 
Advocate  General,  a  portion,  at  least,  of 
the  sentence  had  necessarily  been  served. 
As  regards  the  last  part  of  the  Question,  a 
circular  letter  has  been  recently  issued  to 
'  General  Officers  Commanding,  with  the 
object  of  preventing  the  oases  of 
illegality  in  future. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Judge  Advocate 
Gwieral  is  no  kmger  a  Minister  responsible 
to  this  House  

«Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I  Notice 
must  be  given  ol  the  Question. 

Indian  State  Railway  Contracts. 

Sib  CHARLES  MoLAREN  (Leioester- 
flhire,  Boswor^):  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he  will 
for  the  future  adopt  the  system  recently 
pat  in  force  by  the  London  County  Council 
in  settling  contracts  for  rails  and  railway 
material,  by  giving  preference  in  all  oases 
in  whioh  tlieie  is  no  wide  divergence  in 
price,  to  the  tenders  of  Bnglish  malnrs 
•overthoeeMfoveign  malms;  and  whether 


he  will  allow  BngHsfa  firms  the  <^por- 
tonity  of  revising  their  tenders  in  oases 
where  foreign  fiitms  tender  at  lower  prices. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  The  practice  deecdbed  in  the 
Question  is  that  which  is  now  in  force  in 
ren>ect  of  stores  for  State  railways  in 
India .  In  oases  where  there  is  no  material 
difference  in  price  and  where  in  other 
respects  the  tenders  are  equally  satis- 
factory or  nearly  so,  a  preference  will 
unquestionably  be  gi^ei^  to  a  British 
tender.  Where  there  is  a  wide  difierence 
in  price  and  the  quality  of  supply  is 
reckoned  identical,  it  is  impossible,  in 
justice  to  the  Indian  taxpayer,  to  ignore 
the  lower  tender.  Large  contracts  for 
steel  and  other  goods  are  executed  for  the 
Indian  Gk>vemment  by  Sheffield  firms, 
and  I  doubt  whether  any  distress  in 
Sheffield  can  be  attributed,  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggests,  to  the  diversion  to 
foreign  firms  of  Indian  Government  orders 
in  a  very  limited  number  of  instances. 
The  hon.  Member,  no  donbt,  is  carefal  to 
distinguish  between  the  action  of  Govern- 
ment, which  afEeots  only  the  State  lines, 
and  that  of  the  Indian  railway  com- 
panies, in  lei^ect  of  the  purchase  of 
stores,   jfcj      li  .  .  A 

Sib  CHARLES  HcLAREN:  Can  the 
ri^thon.  Gentleman  answer  the  latter 
part  of  t^e  Question. 

Mb,  BRODRICK  :  It  would  be  contrary 
to  the  principle  on  whioh  contracts  are 
made  to  allow  an  opportunity  of  revising 
the  tenders. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  by  Mr. 
Oallowat  (Manchester,  S.  W.),  Mr. 
Bbodbiok  said'l^  qnestiim  of  the  dates 
of  delivery  was  always  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

Qerman  Contracts  for  Indian  Railways. 
SiE  CHARLES  MoLAREN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Seczetary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  in  the  case  of  the  orders  for  tyres 
and  axles  recently  given  by  the  Indian 
railways  to  German  makers,  the 
specification  as  to  analysis  and  breaking 
tests  on  which  the  German  makers 
tendered  was  identical  with  that  on 
whioh  the  English 
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whedier  iuBpeoton  on  behalf  of  the  Indian 
railways  were  attached  to  the  German 
works  during  the  execution  of  the  con- 
tracts ;  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
tests  were  imposed  on  the  tyres  and 
axles  when  deUvered ;  and  whether  he- 
will  in  future,  in  oases  where  an  order  is 
given  to  a  foreign  firm,  cause  the  lowest 
price  tendered  by  an  English  firm 
together  with  the  price  takm  by  the 
fonign  firm,  to  be  published  here. 

Mp..  BRODRICK  :  In  the  case  of  the 
order  for  wheels  and  axles  recently  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Connoil  to 
German  manufacturers,  to  which  I 
presume  tiie  hon.  Member  refers,  the 
specificati(m  as  to  analysis  and  breaking 
tests  was  identical  with  that  on  ^hich 
the  English  makers  tendwed.  Inspectors 
on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  State  are 
attached  to  the  Grerman  works  during 
the  execution  of  this  contract.  A  copy 
of  the  specificaticND  showing  the  tests  can 
be  handed  to  the  hon.  Member  if  he  so 
desires.  I  do  not  propose  to  depart  from 
the  established  practice  of  dedining  to 
divulge  the  prices  at  which  German,  or 
any  other  firms,  have  tendered. 

Sib  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, St.  George's) :  I  beg  toask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  if  he  wiU  state 
lite  number  and  value  of  contracts  for 
railway  plant  placed  by  Indian  railways 
with  foreign  makers  during  the  last  five 
years,  and  what  percentage  of  these  con- 
tracts were  secured  by  German  firms. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  contracts 
entered  into  with  foreign  firms  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Council  in  respect  of 
material  for  Indian  State  railways  during 
the  last  five  years  are  eight  in  number, 
their  total  value  is  £135,567;  and  25 
per  cent,  of  these  contracts  were  secured 
by  German  firms.  As  regards  contracts 
made  by  Indian  railway  com^nies,  I 
am  unable  to  give  the  informaticm  asked 
for.  I  may  add  that  the  total  orders 
for  material  given  during  this  period 
amounted  to  £4, 200,000.  The  percentage, 
therefore,  of  orders  given  to  foreign 
firms  was  3^  of  the  whole. 

Transvaal  Labour  Ordinance. 

SiE  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 


for  the  Ctdomee-  whether,  as  requested  m 
his  telegram  of  the  16Ut  January  htx, 
express  provisions  have  been  inteodnoed 
into  the  Transvaal  Ordinance  {or  the 
treatment  and  care  of  Chinese  labourers 
on  voyage  out  and  home ;  and  whether 
the  transport  will  be  coufiiied  to  Britisb 
vessels  and  the  landing  to  British  ports. 

*Th*  secretary  op  state  kk 
THE  COLONIES  (Hr.  LrmLTOW.  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  No  ezptcse  pro- 
vision has  been  introduced,  but  I  have 
informed  Lord  Milner  that  adequate  pro- 
vision will  have  to  be  made  by  regula- 
tion. The  point  raised  will  be  fnllT 
considered.  At  present  it  is  contemplated, 
as  appears  from  Lord  Hilner's  statemeflt 
in  the  Blue-book,  to  make  use  of  Durbao 
as  the  port  of  landing. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (York- 
shire, Cleveland)  :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Secretary  of ,  State  for  the  Ccd<niiefl 
whether  the  persons  specified  in  Section  S 
of  the  draft  Transvaal  Labour  Importa- 
tion Ordinance,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
explain  to  Chinese  labourers  the  terms  M 
their  conttaota,  will  be  persons  selected 
and  employed  by  the  British  Government. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  am  in  oonunnni- 
oation  with  Lord  IGlner  as  to  the 
details  of  thearrangnnwits  under  Sectioii 
8,  but  His  Majesty  s  Government  under- 
take that  the  terms  of  the  contract  will 
be  explained  to  the  labourers  before  their 
departure  some  peraon  appimited  by 
and  responsible  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  beg  to 
ask  t^e  Secretary  of  State  for  the  OAo- 
nies  for  what  reason  the  definition  in  the 
first  draft  of  the  Transvaal  Labour  Im- 
portation Ordinance  of  the  premises  to 
which  Chinese  labourers  are  to  be  confined , 
so  as  to  include  a  circle  of  one  mile  round 
the  place  where  they  are  working,  has 
been  slmdc  out ;  and  what  meaning  is  to 
be  attached  to  tiie  term  premieaa  in  Sec- 
tions 18,  19,  and  90  of  the  ammded 
draft  of  the  Ordinance. 

*Hb.  LYTTELTON:  I  am  informed 
by  Lord  Milner  that  the  definition  of  the 
term  premises  in  tiie  first  dielt  was 
omitted,  av»  under  it,  ca^gtotlkeiKittlion 

of  certain  u^xm^styMM^i^ibig,  the- 
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labourers  would  have  nnoonteoUed  access 
to  tiiemost  populous  portions  of  the  city, 
which  was  deemed  undesirable.  The 
matter  will  be  settled  by  regulation. 

Mp.  HERBERT  SAMXJEL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  Transvaal  Govan- 
ment  has  made  any  examination  of  the 
signatures  to  the  petition  in  favour  of 
Chinese  labour ;  if  so,  how  many  of  these 
signatures  were  found  to  be  genuine,  and 
of  these  how  many  were  duplicates, 

*Mft.  LYTTELTON:  Lord  Miber  re- 
ported by  telegram  on  28th  January  that 
the  petition  bearing  47,000  signatures  of 
males  only  over  sixteen  years  of  age, 
which  has  been  presented  to  the  Council 
was  collected  with  care  and  is  entitled  to 
as  much  consideration  as  such  a  method 
of  ascertaining  popular  cminion  ever  can 
be.   I  have  no  further  information. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  Are  we  to 
bndwstand  tiiat  the  Government  have 
made  no  examination  of  tiie  signatures  ? 

•Me.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  no  further 

information  to  give. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
Is  it  not  the  fact  tiiat  a  considerable 
number  of  white  miueis  have  been  dis- 
missed because  they  would  not  sign  the 
petition. 

*Mr. LYTTELTON:  Nosuoh  infonna- 
tion  has  reached  me. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  inquire  t 

[No  answer  was  returned,] 

Dr.  HACNAHARA  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirableness 
of  deferring  the  debate  on  the  proposed  : 
Ordinance  for  the  introduction  of  inden- 
tured Asiatic  labour  into  the  Transvaal 
Colony,  until  the  House  is  in  possession  of 
the  whole  oorrespondence  between  the 
Colonial  Office  and  the  High  Commissions 
respecting  the  changes  which  have  been 
made  in  the  text  of  the  proposed  Ordi- 
nance. 


*Mb.  LYTTELTON:  I  have  to-day 
received  a  tel^iMn  fnnn  Lcsd  Ifilner 
confirming  my  belief  that  no  farther 
changes  have  beoi  made  in  Uie  Ordinance 
in  addition  to  those  published  in  Cd. 
1898.  I  do  not  propose  to  defn  the 
debate. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  nndecstand  that 
the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  has  no 
further  information  from  Lord  Milner 
in  regard  to  these  Amendments  that  he  can 
lay  on  the  Table.  Can  he  not  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  Lord  Milner*s 
reasons  for  the  very  drastic  changes  whi<^ 
have  been  made  in  the  Ordinance  daring 
its  passage  tikrons^  the  Legislative 
Council? 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  1  have  no  infor- 
mation or  Papers  to  produce  on  the 
Bubjeot. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Seoretu^  of  State  for  the 
Cohmies  whether  he  wiU  state  b^  whom 
is  the  person  mentioned  in  Section  8  of 
the  Ordinance  to  be  appointed,  and  is  he 
to  be  resident  in  China  or  South  Africa ; 
and  is  the  unwitnessed  eertifioate  which  he 
presents  to  the  importer  in  South  Africa  to 
be  the  sole  guarantee  tiie  Government  will 
have  ^t  tiie  labourer  is  made  fully  aware 
of  the  terms  of  the  oimtract. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  There  is  to  be  a 
protector  of  the  Chinese  in  the  Transvaal, 
and  a  representative  of  the  Government 
will  be  in  China  to  see  that  the 
conditions  of  the  contract  are  fully  ex- 
plained to  the  Chinese  labourere  tikere 
and  that  they  are  fully  onderstooi  by 
them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  Is  this  official^ 
who  is  to  explain  to  the  Chineee  the 
terms  of  their  c<mtract,  to  be  resident  in 
South  Africa  or  in  China  f 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  The  Ordinance 
does  not  secure  that  there  shall  be  an 
c^cial  in  China.  The  objection  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  meet  by  the  pledge- 
I  have  given,  is  that  a  Chinaman  mi^t 
arrive  at  Durban  and  find  out  there  for 
the  first  tame  from  the  expluiation  ffvejt 
to  him  by  the  offioidgthed  trsfffib^^^C 
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the  contract;  bo  I  have  taken  measoiee,  [ 
T^  hicb  I  have  indicated,  to  secure  that 
the  contraot  dkaU  be  ondentood  More 
he  leaves  CSiioa. 

Mb.  WILLUH  BEDHOND  (daie'  j 
E.) :  Aa  a  simple  and  downright  mattw  of  { 
fact,  will  these  Chinamen  not  be  treated  | 
■as  slaves  f 

[No  answer  was  retomed.] 

I 

fiecmitment  of  Labour  in  China.  ' 
Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the ; 
Secretary  of  Stete  for  the  Colonies  I 
whether  he  has  now  reottved  a  reply  to 
his  communication  to  Lord  Hilner  as  to  ] 
the  method  of  the  proposed  recniitment 
of  labour  in  China,  by  whom  it  is  to  be 
carried  on,  and  what  security  there  is  to  < 
be  that  labourers  before  they  leave  China 
will  be  fully  informed  of  the  terms  and 
restrictions  of  their  contract. 

♦Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  I  have  not  yet 
recdved  a  reply  to  my  inquiries. 


protested  against  it,  in  so  far  as  it  ^jplied 
to  Japanese  subjects ;  whether  the  Act 
was  in  consequence  disallowed  br  the 
Grovemor-General,  with  the  sanction  oi 
the  Imperial  Grovemment ;  whether  an 
Act  to  tne  same  effect  was  passed  in  1903. 
and  again  disallowed ;  whether  a  Bill  in 
similar  terms  has  again  beoi  introduced : 
whether,  if  it  bwomes  an  Act,  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  again  sanction 
its  disallowance ;  and  whether  any 
correspondence  on  the  subject  can  be  Ibid 
upon  the  Table. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  The  answer  to 
the  first  three  sections  of  the  hon. Member's 
Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  I  have  no 
information  as  to  either  the  disallowance 
of  the  Act  of  1 903  ur  as  to  the  r^-intro- 
duction  of  a  similar  Bill,  and  I  am  not 
{H^pared  to  pledge  myself  in  advance  as 
to  the  course  I  might  think  it  desirmble  to 
take  in  such  circumstances.  There  has 
been  no  recent  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  hut  there  is  no  objection  to  laying 
such  Papers  as  there  are,  if  the  House 
desires  it. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN:  ShaU  we  get  the 
information  before  the  debate  is  com- 
menced ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.  ] 

Conveyance  of  Labour  to  the  TiansvaaL 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  provision  will 
be  made  in  the  regulations  relating  to  the 
importation  of  labourers  into  the  Trans- 
vaal that  the  labourers  shall  be  conveyed 
in  British  ships  so  as  to  secure  their 
proper  treatment  during  the  voyage. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON :  The  conveyance 
of  the  labourers  in  British  ships  is  a 
matter  which  will  be  carefully  considered, 

but  in  any  case  the  proper  treatment  of 
the  labourers  during  the  voyage  is  a 
question  the  importance  of  which  I  fully 
recognise,  and  every  precaution  will  be 
taken  to  secure  such  treatment. 

British  Columbian  Labour  Legislation. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBEKTSON  :  I  beg 
■to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Cuionies  whether,  in  the  year  1902,  the 
Legislature  of  British  Gulumbia  passed  an 
Act  restricting  immigration  ;  whether  the 
Japanese  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 


I  Convict  Labour  in  the  Transvaal  Mines- 

<    Mb.  WHITLEY  (Halifax):  I  beg  to 
;  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  die  Colonics 
whether  he  is  aware  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Chamber  of  Mines,  held  in  Jobannee- 
burg  on  19th  November  last,  a  letter  was 
,  read  from  the  Transvaal  Government 
(Bering  1,000  more  native  convicts  for 
the  mines ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  whether 
.  this  offer  was  accepted,  what  is  the  tcrtal 
I  number  of  convicts  so  employed,  what  is 
I  the  nature  of  the  offences  for  which  they 
I  have  been  convicted,  and  on  what  terms 
j  are  they  supplied  to  ijie  mines. 
I 

♦Mb.  LYTTELTON :  Lord  Mihier  in- 
forms me  that  he  does  not  know  of  any 
;  special  offer  by  the  Government  of  1,000 
I  men  to  the  Chamber  of  Mines  in  Novem- 
'  ber.  Since  1901  a  certain  number  of  con- 
'  victshave  been  employed  on  the  Transvaal 
'  mines,  as  has  been  the  practice  for  many 
'  years  at  Kimberley,  where  an  average  of 
1 ,200  convicts  are  permanently  employed 
on  mines.    At  present  850  convicts  are  so 
employed  on  the  Band.   The  Govern- 
ment agreement  with  mining  companies 
stipulates  that  they  shall  only  be  em- 
ployed on  surface  work,  such  as  roads, 
daniH,   and   earthworks,   and  shall  not 
be  employed  ^on  anj^gEjc^^rdous 
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to  life  or  limb,  such  u  nucbinery,  nor  go 
below  the  surface  of  the  groim'i  The 
mining  companies  pay  the  Oovemment 
Is.  6d.  a  day,  and  provide  quarters  and 
water ;  there  is  a  special  visiting  magis- 
trate reporting  direct  to  the  Attorney- 
C^neraL  The  Director  of  Prisons  reports 
they  are  excellentljr  housed,  they  receive 
the  Mme  food  as  in  all  the  big  prisons, 
and  have  the  same  working  hours — that 
is,  one  hour  less  than  under  Gape  Colony 
regulations. 

Mk.  WHITLEY :  What  is  the  nature 
of  the  ofTences  for  which  these  natives 
have  been  convicted  1  How  does  it  come 
that  there  are  so  many  native  convicts  1 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  infor- 
mation, within  a  reasonable  space  of  time, 
which  would  indicate  the  general  nature 
of  tlie  offences  committed. 

Mr.  WHITLEY:  I  want  to  know 
whether  these  are  natives  convicted  for 
serious  offences,  or  whether  they  have 
been  convicted,  for  instance,  for  walking 
on  the  sidewalk  instead  of  the  middle  of 
the  n»d  1 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross) :  Is  there  any  other  portion 
of  the  King's  dominions  in  which  convicts 
are  let  out  for  hire  1 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Notdce  should  be 
given  of  that  Question. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  Are  all 
the  native  convicts  at  Johannesburg  sent 
to  work  in  the  mines  and  none  left  in  the 
prisons  t 


[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Education  in  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  at  State  for  the  Cobnies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  coat  of  administration  in  the  Bdooation 
Department  in  the  Ttansraal,  which 
amounts  to  12«,  6d.  per  child,  ascompaxed 
with  5s.  per  child  in  the  Orange  Colony, 
and  lOrf.  in  Cape  Colony;  and,  if  so.  will 
he  state  what  explanation  the  Colonial 
Office  has  for  this  ezpehditnre,  and  what 

VOL.  CXXIX.   [Fourth  Skribs.] 


remedy  does  it  propose  for  its  reduction 
to  A.  basis  proportionate  with  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Educational  Departments  in 
the  Orange  Colony  and  Cape  Colony. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  am  not  aware 
on  what  the  figures  given  in  the  Question 
are  baaed  ana  they  do  not  appear  to  be 
correct. 

Mr.SWIFTMACNEILL:  Willtheright 
hon.Qentleman  telegraph  for  informationt 

*Me.  LYTTBLTON  :  Tes,  Sir. 

Korea- 

Hb.  BRTNHOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
view  of  tJie  fact  that  the  British  and 
American  mining  concessions  in  Korea 
are  situated  north  of  the  39th  parallel  of 
latitude,  and  consequently  within  the 
area  which  Russia  desires  should  be  con- 
1  sideied  the  neutral  zone,  whether,  so  far 
as  British  interests  are  concerned,  that 
suggestion  receives  the  approval  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  ;  and  whether 
any,  and,  if  so,  what,  steps  have  been 
taken,  or  will  be  taken,  should  necessity 
arise,  to  protect  British  interests  in 
Korea,  seeing  that  tiie  United  States 
have  taken  active  measures  for  the  pro-, 
tection  of  their  interesta  in  Korea. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Pkecy, 
Kenfflngton,  S.) :  No  suggestion  for  the 
creation  of  a  neutral  zone  in  Korea  is 
before  His  Majesty's  Gtovernment,  and 
there  is  oonsequently  no  occasion  lac  us 
to  express  any  opinion  on  the  subject. 
His  Maje8ty*s  Minister  at  Seoul  will 
afford  to  British  interests  and  subjects 
all  necessary  assistance  and  protection. 
I  am  not  aware  of  the  measures  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  to  as  having 
been  taken  by  the  United  States. 

Niaehwang. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Bamsley)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  in  the  interests  of  British 
trade.  His  Bfajesty's  GoTemment  are 
taking  8tep«  with  a  view  of  snmring  an 
arrangement  betveoi  the  Powers  for  the 
nentialiaation  of  the  Chinese  treaty  port 
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of  Niochvang  during  the  BosBo-Japaneae 
•war. 

Babl  PERCY :  Ko.  Sir.  His  Hajeaty^s 
OoTemment  do  not  consider  that  it 
would  be  practicable  to  secure  the 
neatralisation  of  any  territory  in  the 
actual  occupation  of  one  of  the 
belligerents. 

Chinese  Bailways—  British  BondholderB' 
Interests. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  -  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afiaira  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  net  receipts  of  the  Shan-hat- 
Kwan,  Niuchwaug.  Hsin-min-tung  Hail- 
way  are  allocated  as  security  to  British 
bondholders.  His  MajestJ^s  Government 
have  ti^en  any  ste^  for  the  pnipose  of 
saieguarding  these  lines  and  maintaining 
the  {sesent  management  and  contiol. 

Eabl  PERCY :  The  answer  is  in  the  neg- 
ative. Thtf  Shan-hai-Kwan,  Nluchwang, 
Hsin-min-tung  Railway  is  a  Chinese  line 
and  is  protected  byjChineee  railway  gnatds 
and  troops. 

Snssia  and  Manehnrla. 

Me.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Under  -  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affaire  whether,  in  view  of  the 
omission  of  the  Bussian  Government 
in  their  declaration  of  tiie  8th  January 
to  renew  their  assurances  as  to  their  in- 
tention of  evacuating  Manchuria,  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  addressed 
any  representations  to  the  Russian 
Government  on  this  point;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  to  the  House  the 
reply  reoeived. 

Earl  PERCY  :  The  hon.  Member  will 
£nd  the  information  asked  for  at  page  98 
of  the  Blue-book  which  will  be  distributed 
to-day. 

Chinese  Labour  in  the  Transvaal 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  there  are  any 
treaties  betweoi  Great  Britain  and  China 
under  which  assent  of  die  Oiinese 
Government  would  be  necessary  before 
the  reOToiting  of  labooren  font  tlie  l^ans- 
vaal  eonld  be  initiated;   and,  if  so. 


whether  the  Chinese  Govenunent  have 
yet  given  their  assent  to  such  recruit- 
ment. 

Earl  PERCY  :  The  recruitment  of 
labourers  in  China  is  governed  by  the 
provisions  of  Article  V.  of  the  Treaty  of 
Pekin.  His  Majesty^s  Government  have 
been  informed  by  the  Chinese  Minister 
that  the  draft  Ordinance  contaios 
nothing  which  is  likely  to  conflict  with 
the  proposals  he  may  have  to  make  when 
the  time  comes  for  negotiating  the  regu- 
lations provided  for  in  this  Articla. 

Transvaal  Mines  Becmits  from  Biritish 
Central  Africa. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Govern- 
ment has  sanctioned  the  recruiting  of 
5,000  more  natives  in  the  British  Central 
African  Protectorate  for  the  Transvaal 
mines ;  and  under  what  terms  is  it  pro- 
posed that  they  shall  be  recruited. 

Earl  PERCY :  The  answer  to  the  first 
Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The  txm- 
cUtions  of  recruitment  are  giTen  in 
Africa  No.  2,  1903.  bat  it  has  been 
decided  that  recruiting  shall  in  future  be 
confined  to  the  colder  regions  of  the 
Central  Africa  Protectorate  and  that  the 
arrival  in  the  Transvaal  of  those  who 
may  enlist  diaH  be  postponed  until 
August. 

Colonial  Insurances  and  Income  Tax. 

Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Kxcheqtipr 
whether,  as  the  provisions  of  the  Income 
Tax  Acts  which  authorise  an  allowance  in 
respect  of  life  insurance  premiums  do  not 
include  Colonial  Government  Itisurances, 
he  will  consider  the  desirability  of  so 
amending  these  Statutes  that  C-olonial 
Insurances  may  be  put  on  the  same  footing 
as  those  issued  in  the  Unit«d  Kingdom. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  K) :  As  the  hon.  Member 
states,  legislation  is  required  in  order  to  ex* 
tend  to  Indian  and  Colniial  Insurance 
Companies  the  exemption  from  income 
tax  on  premiums  which  is  granted  to 
Insurance  Offices  with  head  offices  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  I  am^  making  inquiries 
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into  the  conditions  under  which  In* ' 
aurance  companies  carry  on  their  business 
in  the  respective  Colonies  &nd  in  India, ' 
with  a  view  to  finding  out  whether  in  each 
case  the  same  treatment  is  accorded  to 
companies  with  local  head  offices  and , 
companies  with  head  offices  in  the  United 
Kingdom.   Until  I  am  in  possession  of  the 
result  of  those  inquires,  I  am  unable  to 
make   any    de6nite  statement   as  to 
legislation. 

Aninatiiie  Whisky  and  Lunacy  and  Orime. 

Mb.  MACfVEAGH  (Down.  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Portsmouth 
Town  Connoil  on  the  8th  instant;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  increase  in  lunacy 
and  crime  in  England  consequent  on  the 
consumption  of  immature  potable  spirits, 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  pro- 
hibiting the  clearing  from  bond  of  whisky, 
ram,  or  brandy,  until  it  has  matured  for 
three  years. 

Hh.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 

subject  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
was  carefully  considered  by  a  Select 
Committee  of  this  House  in  1890.  They 
reported  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  pass 
any  compulsory  law  in  regard  to  age. 
Any  attempt  to  deal  with  the  subject 
by  legislation  would  be  a  matter  of  mnoh 
difficul^,  and  I  am  not  piepared  to  main 
proposals  sudi  as  the  hon.  Member 
suggests. 

Mb.  HACVEAOH  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  such  vegulations 
have  been  made  in  Canada  and  oUker 
countries  %  What  would  be  the  difficnhy 
in  applying  them  to  this  country  ? 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
have  no  information  on  the  point. 

Departmental  Administration. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hozton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  if  he  will  state  the  date  of 
the  appoinbnent  of  the  Inter-Depart- 
mental Committee  to  consider  the  duties, 
pay,  and  organisation  of  the  Board  of 
Tiade,  the  Ijocal  Govemmoat  Board,  and 
other  Departinents,  the  names  of  the 
Committee,  how  many  meetings  the  Com- 
mittee have  held,  and  when  it  is  ezpeoted 


that  the  r^Gommittee  will  present  titeir 
Report. 

Mr,  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
must  ask  my  hon.  friend  to  refer  to  tha 
answer  which  I  gave  to  a  similar  Ques- 
tion put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil  on  the  8th  instant,  f  The  Com- 
mittee have  held  four  meetings,  and  will 
sit  again  this  week. 

Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY .  But  is  it  not  the 
fact  that  the  Committee  held  only  one 
meeting  in  six  months,  and  can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  why  the  Local 
Government  Board  took  so  long  tosupi^y 
tiie  information  asked  for? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Committee  held  a  preliminary  meeting 
and  decided  to  get  certain  information 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  long  delay 
before  the  holding  of  the  meeting  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  they  were  awaiting  the 
reply  from  the  Local  Government  Boanf. 

Fraudulent  Spirits. 
Mb.  KILBRmE  (Kildaxe,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  English 
spirit  simply  reduced,  coloured,  bottled, 
and  labelled  is  every  week  being  made  up 
and  sent  out  by  itself,  as  Irish  or  Scotch 
whisky,  accor^ng  to  the  needs  of  the 
customer;  that  tihis  takes  place  in  the 
bonded  warehouses  in  this  country  with 
the  cognisance  of  the  Excise  officials,  who 
are  cautioned  not  to  interfere ;  and  that 
such  so-called  Scotch  whis^  is  obtained 
from  such  materials  as  molasses,  glucose , 
,  rice,  and  sugar,  he  will  give  instructions 
:  thatsuchalcoholiodrinksshall  be  properly 
described. 


'  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
I  matter  referred  to  is  not  one  which  can 
i  be  adequately  dealt  with  within  the  limits 
of  an  answer  to  a  Question,  but  I  may  say 
that  the  objects  desired  by  the  hon. 
Member  could  not  be  obtained  by  the 
issue  of  instructions  by  the  ChanoeUor  of 
the  Exchequer.  [, 

Mr.  KILBRIDE:  Is  the]ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Question  Ls 
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based  on  a  letter  in  Press  signed  by 
an  Inland  Revenue  facial  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 


Lecal  Statu  of  Mr.  OonuninoMr 

Fitsgerald. 

Mb.  T.*W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone.  S.}:  I 
to  ask  Ur.  AttomeyOeiieral  for 


have  not  seen  the  letter.  An  InUnd  Jf"**"^  ^^hat  w  the  legal  sUituijA  Mi 
Revenue  officer  has  no  right  to  com- "^J®' *^  J*?* 
municate  with  the  Press  in  regard  to  his  ^  "Aether  he  is  a  Judge  of  th< 

official  duties  Justice,  and  entitled  to 


Compulsory  Vaccination. 

Mp.  CROOKS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Trearary  whether 
he  will  furnish  the  House  with  die  total 
time  lost  and  the  cost  incurred  thiouf^ 
the  enforcement  of  vaccination  in  all  the 
Government  Departments  in  England. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  or  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  Victor  Cavendish, 
Derbyshire,  W.) :  I  regret  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  give  this  information  without 
the  expenditure  of  an  amount  of  time  and 
trouble  which  could  hardly  be  justified 
by  the  result. 

Firth  01  Forth  Fisheries. 

Captain  BLLICE(St.  Andrews  Burghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scouand 
whetiier  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  comi^aints  made  by  the  fishermen 
on  the  Fife  coasts  as  to  trawlers 
working  inside  the  enclosed  waters  of  the 
Firth  of  Forth  and  St.  Andrews  Bay; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  make  arrange-  i 
mente  whereby  the  light-keepers  on  the 
island  of  May  might  report  to  the  polue 
authorities  any  cases  of  illegal  trawling 
which  might  come  under  their  notice. 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Scott 
Dickson,  Glasgow,  Bridgton) :  Since  the  ' 
beginning  oi  1903  the  Fishery  Board  have 
received  eight  complaints  from  or  on  - 
behalf  of  Fiie  fishermen  regarding  illegal  ' 
trawling  in  the  Firth  of  Forth  and  St. 
Andrews  Bay.     In  the  same  period  a 
number  of  detections  were  made  by  the  ; 
Board*s  cruisers,  and  six  convictions  were 
obtained,  while  one  case  is  pending.  No 
arrangement  exists  iat  the  keepers  in  the 
Hay  Island  lighthouse  reporting  cases  of 
ille^l  teawling  to  tiie  authorities,  and  ^ 
there  are  grave  objeottons  to  any  arrange- ; 
ment  which,  in  such  a  situation,  could  be 
of  any  practical  benefit.^  I 


ramc  as  such. 

:    The  ATTORNEY  -  OENBRAL  m 
'  IBSLAKD  (Mr.  Atkinson,  £joDd<nMlacry, 
N.) :  For  the  purpoeea  <^  the  Land 
and  Land  Purchase   Acts,    Blr.  Fh^ 
gerald's  status  is  that  of  a  Ju(UciiI 
Commissioner,  but  he  is  not,  in 
opinion,  a  judge  of  the  High  Court 
Justice,  nor  is  he  entitled  to  rank  u 
'  such. 

Dincle  Bailway- 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerrr, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  K> 
the  Lord-  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whetha 
any  steps  have  yet  been  taken  with  % 
view  to  relieve  the  ratepayen  of  oouBtr 
Kerry  of  the  burden  whidi  is  caused  bj 
the  Dingle  Railway. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  poi 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyhdham,  Dover):  I 
have  been  conducting  prolonged  n^otU- 
tions  with  the  Directors  of  the  Grnat 
Sonthem  and  Western  Railway  with  i 
view  to  tiie  transfer  of  this  line  to  the 
system  of  that  company.  I  regret  tu 
say  that  even  now  I  have  not  reaclitd 
a  satisfactory  conclusion.  But  I  do  n-^i 
despair  of  rnching  one. 

Kerry  Railway  and  Harbour  OoanutteM 

Mb.  THOMAS  0*DONNBLL:  I  bcf 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  b*-< 
received  resolutious  from  the  varicm 
public  boards  in  Kerry  pointing  out  the 
burdens  in  the  shape  of  railway  and 
harbour  guarantees  which  the  county, 
half  of  which  is  congested,  has  to  beat; 
whethw  he  intends  'to  do  sometliiDg  to 
lessen  this  tax;  and  whether  he  could 
apply  a  portion  of  the  money  accumu- 
lating under  Section  57  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1898  for  this  purpose. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM:  Yes.  Sir,  I  havel 
received  a  number  of  such  resolutions,  i 
The  referei|j?|t9fc^4jwao>gtte  Question' 
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should  be  to  Seoticm  68,  not  57,  of  the 
Act  of  1898,  I  am  not  prepaied  to 
indioate  the  nature  of  legi^tive  or 
other  acticm  which  would  be  taken  in 
the  event  of  my  coming  to  terms  with  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway. 

Mtt.  FLAVIN  (Kerry.  N.):  Is  the 
right  hon.  Ctontleman  aware  of  the  extent 
to  whioh  this  burden  falls  on  Kerry — 
sereral  thousands  a  yearl 

Me.  WTNDHAM  :  Tea,  Sir,  and  we 
have  long  reoognised  the  desirability  of 
ts-anaf  ening  these  small  lines  to  the  great 
oompany. 

Irish  Land  Oonit— Pnrchase  of  Insolnnt 
Estates- 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  as  yet  made  any 
proposals  to  the  Land  Judge  for  the 
purchase  of  bankrupt  estates  in  his 
Court ;  and  if  any  effort  is  to  be  made  to 
clear  that  Court  of  estates  that  are  hope- 
lessly insolvent. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  pursuance  of 
the  provisions  contained  in  Section  7  of 
the  Act  of  last  year,  the  Commissioners 
have  taken  steps  w^h  a  view  to  the 
purchase  of  fourteen  estates,  for  the  sale 
of  which  absolute  orders  had  been  made 
in  the  Land  Judge's  Court. 

Treatment  of  the  Blind  in  Breland. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Grovernment  to  deal  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  blind  in  Ireland  during  the 
present  session,  in  accordance  with  the 
finding  of  the  Royal  Commission  of  1889, 
which  recommended  special  treatment  for 
them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  cannot  give  a 
pledge  to  deal  with  this  matter  during 
the  present  session. 

Land  Purchase  in  CoVinty  Armagh- 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  (Armagh, 
S.):To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
liOrd-Lientenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Commissioners  of  Edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  who  own  several  town- 
iands  near  Loughgilly,  ooanty  Armagh, 


I  have  through  their  8e<ffetary  declined  to 
I  negotiate  with  their  tenants  for  tko  sale 
i  of  their  estate  save  through  their  agent 
I  who  demands  twenty-seven  and  tliee- 
I  quarter  years  purchase;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  induce  the 
I  Commissioners  of  Education  to  sell  to 
'  their  tenants  through  the  machinery  of 
j  the  Estates  Conimissionexs. 

I    Mb.    WTNDHAM :    The  Commis- 
sioners are  quite  wilHng,  I  am  inframed, 
to  negotiate  with  Ae  tenants.  But  as 
I  they  are  in  the  position  of  {Public  trustees 
i  who    are    discharging  their  statutory 
trusts,  the  hon.  Member  must  see  that  I 
have  no  power  to  suggest  to  them  the 
I  mode  in  whioh  the  negotiations  should 
be  conducted. 

Mb.  JOHN  CAMPBELL)  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  i^^nt  in 
all  these  cases  is  the  notorious  Mr.  John- 
son. 

*Mb.  SPEAKER  :  That  does  not  arise 
out  of  the  Question. 

iTsagh-Pirrie  Motor-Car  Service. 
Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  ;  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  give  any  further 
information  r^arding  the  Iveagh-Pirrie 
motOT-oar  service  promised  to  be  set  up 
in  Iiehuid. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes,  Sir,  I  should 
be  glad  to  do  so  if  I  obtain  an  opportunity 
more  suited  to  a  statement  which  must 
be  lengthy  if  it  is  to  be  comprehensive. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Membar  will  await  the 
discussion  of  the  Motion  on  the  subject  of 
transit  rates  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  for  the  23rd 
instant,  or  put  down  an  un^tarred  Ques- 
tion. 

Itand  Purchase  in  Comity  Galway. 
Mb.  ROCHE  (Galway.  E.):    I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 

■  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
,  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  pro- 
posed scheme  of  division  and  sale  of  a 
grass  farm  in  the  parishes  of  Laurence- 
town  and  Killimer,  county  Galway,  on 
.the  property  of  M.  G.  Comyn  Kenny; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  placards  or 
circulars  have  been  poa|ieekcK^  nli^lB^C 
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in  the  district  announcing  that  the  land- 
lord is  about  to  mark  out  the  bounds  as 
fax  as  possible  to  suit  the  requirements  of 
the  people;  that  it  is  proppsed  to  pntup 
to  oompetition  the  several  divisions,  a 
fine  to  be  paid  in  each  case  preliminary 
to  acceptance  as  tenant,  and  their  sale  to 
be  afiected  under  the  Land  Purchase  Act 
of  last  year ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  it 
is  stated  in  the  placard  or  circular 
tiiat  the  Estates  Commissioners  can 
advance  sufficient  money  to  the  purchasers 
to  build  dwelliDg-honses  and  execute 
improvements*  on  these  projected  build- 
ings, he  will  state  if  a  correspondence  in 
connection  with  this  proposed  scheme  has 
taken  place  between  Mr.  Kenny  and  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  and  whether  their 
sanction  has^been^obtained. ' 

Hr.  WTNDHAH  :  The  Commisioners 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  matters  men- 
tioned in  the  Question.  No  correspondence 
has  taken  place  with  them  on  the  subject. 

Arklow  Harbour. 

MR.COGAN(Wicklow,E.):  Ibegtoask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  for 
some  years  past  complaints  have  been 
made  by  the  Harbour  Commissioners  and 
the  people  of  Arklow  of  the  condition  of 
the  harbour,  resulting  in  periodical  closing 
up  of  it  to  marine  traflBc ;  and  that  for 
the  past  five  months  vessels  have  been 
unable  either  to  enter  or  leave  the 
harbour;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
Harbour  Commissimera  represent  d  to 
the  Board  of  Works  and  their  engineer 
the  urgency  of  the  matter,  and  that 
the  engineer  finished  his  survey  a 
month  ago,  he  can  state  whether  the 
engineer  has  yet  reported  to  his  Board ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Government  is 
prepared  to  do  anythmg  towards  putting 
the  harbour  in  a  safttnavigable  condition 
so  as  to  save  to  the  town  its  existing 
industries. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  :'.  The  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Work's  Engineer  has  been  made 
to  that  Department  and  will  shortly  be 
before  me.  In  the  meantime  it  may 
be  desirable  to  point  out  that  the 
liability  for  the  maintenance  of  this  har- 
bour is  vested  in  the  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners, not  the  Government. 


:  Mr.  JAMES  0»CONNOR  :  Why  hu 
the  Report  been  so  long  delayed  I 

;  Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfoid) : 
Was  not  this  defective  work  done  by  the 
Board  of  Works  ? 

Mb.  WTNDHAM  asked  for  notice  d 
the  Question. 

Ganlt  EsUte.  OooiitT  Tyrons* 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL ;  I  beg  to  ask  tl* 
'  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant 
of  Ireland   whether,  seeing   that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  made  in  1892  aa 
absolute  order  for  the  sale  of  the  Gmnlt 
Estate,  Trillick,  county  Tyrone,  he  can 
'  state  v.hat,  after  twelve  years,  is  the  poa- 
;  ta(m  of  the  property,  and  if  there  is  any 
prospect  of  the  sale  of  the  estate. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM ;  An  absolute  Order 
for  the  sale  of  this  estate  was  made  by 
the  Land  Judge  in  1896.  No  farther 
steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  sinoe 
that  dat« ;  but  I  am  informed  that  the 
solicitors  having  carriage  of  the  sale  have 
been  required  to  attend  before  the  Land 
Judge  and  account  for  the  delay. 

Bmir  School  Teacher. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (timerick.  E.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Michael  Quinlan,  of 
Bruff,  county  Limerick,  on  29th  £'ep- 
tember  last  wrote  to  the  OflBce  of 
National  Education,  Ireland,  asking  for 
the  extension  of  the  evening  school 
grant  to  Bruff,  and  was  informed  that 
the  application  would  be  referred  to  the 
inspector  for  report ;  that  the  school  was 
opened  on  the  following  week,  a  com- 
mittee being  duly  formed;  that  subee- 
quently,  as  a  result  of  the  inq»eotor*8 
visit,  aid  was  refused  to  the  sdioid  on 
the  alleged  want  of  qualification  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher,  Mr.  F.  J.  Casey,  who 
conducts  a  school  in  the  town  with  an 
average  of  forty  pupils,  teaching  the 
various  branches  of  English  education; 
that  in  December,  on  a  further  applica- 
tion, a  senior  inspector  was  soit  dovn» 
who  also  reported  that  aid  could  not  be 
granted  for  the  school,  although  the 
teacher  was  not  examined  and  had  made 
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necessary  seventy;  and*  if  so,  will  he 
say  in  what  way  the  teacher  lacks  the 
necessary  qualifications,  and  arrange 
that  die  teacher  shall  be  given  tiie  ohanoe 
of  an  examination  to  prove  Us  oom- 
petenoy  for  the  potttiMi. 

Hb.  WTNDHAM  :  The  inspector  who 
reported  on  the  first  application  declined 
to  recommend  a  grant,  and  the  senior 
inspector,  to  whom  the  second  appUca- 
ticm  was  referred,  also  declined  to  're- 
commend it.  The  qaalificaticKU  of  the 
taaohei  was  only  one  of  the  coisideiaiaons 
npon  which  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  based.  The  matter  is 
not  one  calling  for  tbe  interventi<m  of 
tiie  Qovemment. 

Longford  Land  Commission- 
Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  it  is 
proposed  to  hold  another  sitting  of  the 
Head  Land  Commission  in  Longford  for 
the  hearing  of  appeals;  and  will  he,  with 
a  view  to  effecting  the  payment  of  the  i 
March  rents,  direct  them  to  hold  a  sitting  | 
before  20th  March  at  latest. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM :  No  date  has  yet 
been  fixed;  and  I  am  informed  by  the 
CommiB8i<Hieis  tiiat  it  wUInot  be  possible 
for  Hkem  to  hold  a  sitHng  at  lAmgford 
before  the  date  mentioned.  The  delay 
will  not  be  to  the'  detriment  of  the 
parties  afieoted,  as  the  hon.  Member  will 
observe  on  referring  to  Section  3,  Sub- 
section 3,  of  the  Land  Law  Act,  1896. 

Irish  VTorklunuw  Inspeetois.  - 

Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
Mr.  O'Connor,  the  lately  appointed  in- 
spector of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland,  has  any  instructions  over  and 
above  the  instructions  given  to  all  the 
other  inspectors  with  reference  to  his 
visits  to  workhouses  in  his  district ;  and 
will  he  state  on  whose  recoium(^ndation 
this  gentleman,  who  was  an  auditor  of 
the  Local  Glovemment  Board,  was 
appointed,  and  how  long  he  held  the 
position  before  being  promoted  to 
inspectorship. 

Mr.  WVNDHAM  :  The  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  the  (^ues^n  is  in  the 
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negative.     Mr.    O'Connor    held  the 

r'tion  of  auditor  for  three  years  before 
was  transferred  to  the  Inspection 
Sta£  It  was  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board, 
concurred  in  by  me,  that  this  gentleman, 
who  had  discharged  with  efficiency  his 
duties  as  auditor,  was  selected  for  the 
office  of  inspector. 

Galbraith  Estate,  Longford. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  Ibegtoaskthe 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  any  overtures  have 
been  made  to  the  Estates  Commissioners 
for  the  purchase,  as  a  congested  estate,  of 
the  Clalbtaith  Estate  in  the  barony  and 
county  of  Longford ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
direct  the  Commissioneia  to  consider  the 
case  of  this  estate  with  a  view  to  purchase 
and  resale  to  the  tenants. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM :  No  such  overtures 
have  beeamade.  I  shall  be  glad,  however, 
to  bring  the  sng^stion  of  the  hon.  Member 
under  the  notice  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners. 

Irish  Developnunt  Grant  Fund. 

MR.O*DOWP(Sligo,S.) :  Ibegtoaskt^ 
Chief  Secretary  to  t^e  Lord-Lieatenantof- 
Ireland  whether  any  portion  of  the  Ireland 
I  Development  Grant  Fund  is  available  for 
I  drainage  and  the  construction  and  repair  - 
,  ing  of  bridges  and  byeroads  leading  into 
!  backward  districts,  the  inhabitants  of 
,  which  have  no  road  accommodation;  and 
I  whether  local  public  bodies  in  Ireland 
1  may  make  appfioation  for  grants  from 
that  fund. 

'  Mb.  WTNDHAM :  Many  apphcations 
I  have  been  made  by  kxial  bodies  for  grants 
bom  this  fund.  The  manner  in  which  it 
I  is  proposed  to  allocate  it  will  appear  in 
■  the  Estimate  to  be  laid  before  Parliament 
I  pursuant  to  tile  reqoirements  of  the  Act 
I  of  last  year. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Will  [tiie 
representatives  for  Ireland  be  consulted 
before  the  Estimate  is  framed ! 


Mb.  WTNDHAM :  I  should  be  glad  of 
an  opportunity  of 'doing  so,  fbntj^I^aiber 
thinl^I  have  iLir  v»f<^  by  (^D^gT^ 
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Limerick  Oaol  Doctor. 

Mb.  JOYCE  (Limerick) ;  I  beg  to  aak 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutienant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  explain  why  the 
services  of  Dr.  John  Holmes,  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Female  Prison,  Limerick, 
have  been  dispensed  with  ;  what  number 
of  yean  Dr.  Holmes  has  been  in  cfaaige 
of  this  iKrison ;  and  what  pension  or  com- 
pensation in  lieu  of  pension,  if  any,  has 
been  offered  to  the  doctor. 

Mr.  WYKDHAM  :  Dr.  Holmes  held 
the  position  of  temporary  medical  officer 
of  the  female  prison  lor  thirteen  years.  His 
aervicea  were  dispensed  with  upon  the 
amalgamation  of  the  medical  officership 
of  the  male  and  female  prisons.  He  v  as 
not  entitled  to  a  pension  or  compensation. 

Mh.  JOYCE:  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  consider  this  doctor's  long 
term  of  service  with  a  view  of  giving  him 
some  compensation  7 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  an  undertaking  of  that  kind. 
It  is,  f  am  told,  impossible  to  give  a 
pension  contrary  to  the  statute. 

Mr.  JOYCE  :  I  shall  bring  the  matter 
up  again. 

Company  Legislation- 

Hr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  why 
he  has  not  introduced  legislation,  as 
stated  by  him  to  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  19th  February,  1903,  to  meet  cases 
of  fraud  similar  to  that  of  Whitaker 
Wright;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  conviction  of  Whitaker  Wright, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  sections  of  the 
Criminal  L&w  Consolidation  Acts  referred 
to  by  the  Judge  in  passing  sentence  on 
him,  he  still  proposes  to  introduce  such 
legislation. 

•  Thb  SECfiETARY  of  STATE  for 
TB»  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akers-Douqlas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)— 
(for  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  :  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  in  question  was  postponed 
pending  the  recent  trial.  It  is  drafted, 
and  will  be  introduced  in  a  few  days. 

Whitakw  Wrli^t  Trial  Ooats. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  what  steps, 
if  any,  do  the  Government  intend  to  take 


to  recoup  the  expenses  sustained  by  the 
private  prosecutors  in  the  recent  trial  of 
Whitaker  Wright;  and  whether  there 
will  be  any  pabUo  recognition  of  their 
services. 

♦Mr.  AKBRS-DOUGLAS  (for  Mr.  A,  J. 
Balfour)  :  As  was  stated  by  the  Attorney- 
General  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  ^ 
Government  will  defray  the  coets  of  the 
prosecution  of  Whitaker  Wright-f  I  ^ 
oof  know  what  form  of  "  public  re- 
cognition **  the  h<m. Gentleman  has  in  his 
mind;  but  it  is  not  proposed  by  the 
Grovemment  to  promote  a  testimonial  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  undertook  the 
proseculion. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Will  the  costs 
to  be  repaid  by  the  Goveramrait 
include  the  costs  of  the  private  gentleman 
who  forced  on  the  trial  ? 

*Mr.  AKEBS-DOUGLAS:  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  answer  that  Qnestion  <^and  I 

Mr.  T  .  W.  RUSSELL:  I  will  put  it  down. 

Bnsaia  and  the  DaidsaaUas- 

Mk.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  the  Russian  Government 
approached  His  Majesty's  Government 
with  a  request  or  su^estion  that  they 
should  consent  U>  Russian  men-of-war 
passing  from  the  Black  Sea  through  the 
Bosphorus  and  Dardanelles;  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  such  a  passage  would  be  a 
violation  of  European  treaties,  what 
attitude  will  His  Majesty's  Governmmt 
take  on  this  point;  and  can  any  Papers 
be  laid. 

•Mr.  AKBRS-DOUGLAS  (forMr.  A.  J. 
Balfour):  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  not  been  approached  with  any  such 
request  or  suggestion.  There  is  no  reason 
whatever  for  supposing  that  the  Russian 
Government  contemplate  a  step  which 
would  involve  a  distinct  violation  of  their 
treaty  obligations  to  the  European 
Powers. 

CHINESE  LABOUR  FOR  THE 
TKANHVAAL 

Sir  CHARLES  McLAREN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
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when  an  opportunity  will  be  ^ven  to 
the  House  of  expressing  an  opinion  on 
Chinese  labour  in  the  TransTaal  Colony. 

♦Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (for  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  :  The  hon.  Member  asks  me 
whether  any  opportunity,  other  than  the 
Address,  will  be  eiven  for  the  discussion 
of  the  question  of  Chinese  labour  in  the 
Transvaal  Colony.  I  regret  that  I  can- 
not offer  any  other  day.  An  opportunity 
occurs  on  the  Address,  and  if  that  oppor- 
tunity is  not  taken,  seeing  the  length  to 
which  the  debate  has  extended  and  the 
amount  of  financial  business  which  has 
to  be  taken  beforo  Easter,  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  afford,  out  of  Government  time, 
«ny  other  opportunity. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
^Stirling  Burghs) :  I  understand  that 
the  right  boti.  Gentleman  adheres  to 
the  idea,  which  has  always  possessed 
the  Gijvernment,  that  the  Amendment 
on  the  Address  will  be  a  sufficient 
and  seasonable  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing this  matter,  notwithstanding 
that  the  undei-taking  of  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  was  that  the  Government 
would  give  an  opportunity  for  that  dis- 
cussion. I  think  that  all  one  can  do  now 
is  to  say  that,  considering  the  informa- 
tion which  is  still  withheld  from  us — I  do 
not  say  unreasonably  withheld,  but  still 
not  in  our  possession — in  regard  to  the 
regulations  for  enforcing  the  labour,  and 
other  matters,  I  hope  it  will  be  under- 
stood that,  when  these  pieces  of  informa- 
tion now  lacking  are  in  our  hands,  and 
vhen  the  Government  have  taken  action 
in  the  matter,  it  will  be  open  to  as,  if  we 
see  fit,  to  move  a  vote  of  censnie, 

*Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  I  under- 
stood that  my  right  hon.  friend  had  only 
given  an  assurance  that  an  opportunity 
would  be  given  to  the  House  of  express- 
ing its  opinion  upon  this  qnestion  before 
the  Ordinance  was  approved.  I  under- 
stand that  the  opportunity  has  been  taken 
by  an  hon.  Member  opposite  of  raising 
the  question  on  the  Address.  I  am 
afraid  I  must  confirm  the  answer  I  have 
given.  Of  course  it  is  in  the  right  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  or  any  other 
Member  on  that  Bench  to  claim  a  day  for 
a  vote  of  censure,  which,  of  course,  the 
Government  will  give  at  onoe. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  consider  the 
advisability  of  postponing  the  final 
decision  of  this  matter  until  the  views  in 
detail  upon  the  subject  held  by  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  are  laid  before 
Members  of  the  House  1  There  is  a 
strong  feeling  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand,  and  we  are  not  in  full  possession 
of  it. 

[No  answer  was  returned.]^ 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Wait  tiU 
Dick  Seddon  comes  home  again. 

The  Fiscal  Debate. 

Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool.  Exchange) :  May  I  ask  the  Home 
Secretary,  as  representing  the  Leader  ot 
the  House,  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
large  number  of  Members  who  have  risen 
to  speak  on  the  Amendment  to  the 
Address  now  before  the  House  have  been 
accorded  no  opportumty  of  expressing 
their  opinion  (Opposition  cheers),  and 
that,  in  particular,  no  representatives  of 
the  principal  commercial  or  shipping 
centres,  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  Leeds,  or  the  City  of 
London  (cries  of  "  Bradford  "  and  laugh- 
ter),  have  yet  taken  part  in  the  debate, 
excepting  two  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  represent  Divisions  of  Glasgow 
and  Leeds  respectively;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  great  importance  of 
the  fiscal  question  to  the  mercantile  and 
shipping  interests,  he  will  extend  the 
period  allotted  to  the  debate  in  order 
that  reasonable  facilities  may  be  given  ? 

♦Mb.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  I  quite 
sympathise  with  the  deare  of  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  take  part  in  this  debate, 
but  I  do  honestly  think  that  it  has 
been  extended  quite  a  sufficiently 
long  time.  Considering  the  amount  of 
time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
before  the  financial  year  closes,  and  as 
representing  the  Leader  of  the  House,  I 
have  to  take  care  that  the  House  is  not 
brought  to  a  deadlock.  (Ironical  cheers.) 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  may  cheer,  but 
I  venture  to  point  out  to  them  that, 
Leader  as  I  am  temporarily — very  un- 
worthily (cries  of  **  No  ") — I  have  taken 
unusual  care  in  tiiis  debate  to^eecure  tiie 
convenience  of  priv&ti«^^U!em^^Pj^J£ 
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with  the  consent  of  the  Front  Bench 
opposite,  given  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Leeds,  it  was  arranged 
that  as  few  Members  of  the  two  Fruit 
Benches  as  possible  should  take  part  in 
the  debate.  In  these  ciienmstanceB  I 
cannot  make  any  departure  from  an 
honourable  understanding  which  has 
been  come  to  between  we  two  Front 
Benches. 


NEH'  WRITS. 


New  Writ  for  the  County  of  York 
(Southern  part  of  the  West  Biding, 
Normanton  Division),  in  the  room  of 
Benjamin  Fickard^  esquire,  deceased. — 
{Mr.  Herb^t  Ohdt^cne,) 

I  

[NEW  MEMBER  SWOBN. 

!'  John  Bamford  Slack,  esquire,  for  the 
County  of  Herts  (Hid  or  St.  Alban*s 
Division). 


NBfT  SILLS. 


COAL  MINES  (EMPLOYMENT)  BILL. 

"jTo  amend  the  provisions  of  the  Coal 
Mines  Begulation  Acts  which  relate  to 
employment,"  presented  by  Sir  Qiarles 
DiUce;  supported  by  Mr.  Reir  Hardie, 
Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  William  Abraham 
(Rhondda),  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Broadhurst, 
Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr. 
Bell,  Mr.  Cremer,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Walton ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
26thMarch,  and  to  be  printed.  [BiirST.] 

LANDS  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  The  Lands  Valuation 
(Scotland)  Act,  1854,"  presented  by  Mr. 
McCrae;  supported  by  Mr.  Bryce,  Sir 
John  Leng,  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Mr.  T. 
W.  Bus8eU,Mr.  Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  John 
Dewar,  and  Mr.  Robert  Wallace ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  26th 
April;  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 

NURSES  :bilu 

"To  regulate  the  qualification  of 
trained  Nurses,  and  to  provide  for  their 
registration,"  presented  byDr.Farquhar- 
6on;    supported  by  Mr.  Haldane,  Sir 


Thomas  Wrightson,  Sir  James  JcMoey. 
Sir  John  Tuke,  Mr.  H.  C.  Smith.  Mr. 
Munro  Ferguson,  Mr.  Tennant,  Mr.  Black, 
Mr.  Colston,  Mr.  Eve,  and  Dr.  Thoiiq>- 
son;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Mondaynezt.andtobeprinted.  [BU159.] 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BIIX. 

"  To  amend  the  Acta  relating  to  Public 
Libraries  by  removing  the  existing  limit 
to  the  amount  of  the  library  rate,**  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Tennant;  supported  by 
Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Sir  William  Houlds- 
worth,  Sir  Alfred  Thomas,  Mr.  Thornton, 
Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Middlemore,  Mr. 
Hunter  Craig,  and  Mr.  Haldane;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  25th. 
February,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  60.] 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  (1901) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
provisions  for  escape  from  fire  in  Fac- 
tories and  Workshops,"  presented  by  Mr- 
Tennant ;  supported  by  Captain  Norton, 
Mr.  Hugh  ^w.  Sir  John  Stirling-lfax- 
well,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Sir  John  Diohson- 
Poynder,  and  Mr.  Feel;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon_  Thursday,  26tb  Feb- 
ruary, and  to  hie  printed.   [Bill  61.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  ^KING'S 
SPEECH,  MOTION  FOR  AN  ADDRESS). 

Ordered,  That  the  Proceedings  on  the 
King's  Speech  (Motion  for  an  Address),  if 
under  discussion  at  Twelve  o'clock  this 
night,  be  not  interrupted  under  th» 
Standing  Order  (Sitting  of  the  Honae).. 
(Mr.  Secretary  Akers-Vm^ltu.) 

KING'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDRESS). 

(Tenth  Day.) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February! 
to  Main  Question  [2nd  February],  "  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  followel^ 

"  Most  Gracious  Sm:ireign, 

"  We,  Tour  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kii^;dom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg^ 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to 
Your  Majesty^  Jor^ih5i.qiftcjf^  -Spe^ 
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which  Your  Majesty  has  addzttsed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament." — {Mr. 
Hardy,) 


Which  Amendment  was — 

*'At  tiw  end  of  tlie  QoeBtuHi.  to  uiu  tbe 
words,  ■  But  it  is  our  dn^,  howsver,  humbly 
to  repreecot  to  Tour  UkiMty  that  oar  effective 
deliberation  on  tlie  finanoial  servioe  of  die  year  is 
impaired  by  conflioting  declarations  from  Your 
Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respectfully  submit 
to  Your  Majesty  the  judgment  of  this  House 
that  the  removal  of  proteotive  duties  has 
for  more  than  half  a  century  actively  o<Nidnoed 
to  the  vast  extemioii  of  the  tradeand  oommeroe 
of  the  realm  and  to  the  weUaie  of  its 
population;  and  this  House  believes  .that, 
while  tiie  needs  of  social  improvmeut  are  still 
manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protective 
duties,  more  particaUrly  when  imposed  on  the 
food  of  the  people,  would  be  deeply  injurious 
to  our  national  strength,  contentment,  and 
well-being.'  "~{Mr.  Jckm  Uorley.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 


•Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  said  that  in  one  respect  he 
enjoyed  an  advantage  in  regard  to  the 
subject  matter  of  this  debate,  and 
that  was  that  there  was  no  one  in  his 
oonstituency  who  had  the  smallest  doubt 
as  to  his  opinions  upon  this  matter.  To 
avoid  uiy  misconoeption  as  to  the  views 
he  had  expressed  during  the  twenty  years 
he  had  been  a  Member  of  the  House,  he 
ventured  to  claim  for  a  short  time  the 
indulgence  of  the  House.  There  was 
nothing  new  in  the  fiscal  campaign  in 
which  they  were  now  engaged,andhe  had 
long  felt  that  this  questiw  would  ulti- 
mately be  taken  up  by  a  statesman  of  the 
first  rank  and  the  greatest  ability,  like 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  Nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago  he  had  opportunities  of 
seeing  the  terrible  destitutitm  and  misery 
amongst  the  great  mass  of  working  classes 
in  the  East  Knd  of  London  and  other 
great  cities.  From  the  seats  under  the 
rallsry  to  which  he  had  access  he  heard  Mr. 
Wheelhouse  in  1880  more  for  a  Committee. 

"To  considw^the  commercial  rdatioos  at 
present  existing  between  England  and  foreign 
nations,  especiuly  with  regard  to  the  import  of  j 
manufactured  goods  from  abroad,  as  well  as  I 
the  effect  caused  by  our  qrstem     one-sided  so  I 
oalled  free  tirade  widi  a  view,  if  possible,  of  ante-  I 
liorating  the  otHidition  tA  the  wage-earaiiig 
classes  of  this  oonntiy." 


Mr.  Gladstone's  Chancellor  of  the 
Bzoheqner  in  his  Budget  Speech  in  1881, 
said — 

"  I  wish  Porhameot  to  understand  that  we 
are  not  making  ground  at  present,  1  speak  of 
the  last  few  years  and  without  referenoe  to 
Par^  differeooes  I  wv  we  an  rathw  kwinit 
than  okaking  groood." 

As  the  late  Sir  StafEord  Northcote 
pointed  out,  this  decline  began  in  the  year 
1872.  Then  oame  Bb.  GUidstone's  failure 
to  make  a  treaty  with  Republican  France. 
A  yoar  passed  and  then  came  forward  the 
real  originator  of  the  fair  trade  move- 
ment in  this  House.  Hon.  Members 
might  think  he  referred  to  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Thauet,  to  Mr. 
Farrer  Bcroyd,  then  Member  for  Preston, 
to  the  veteran  Bfr.  Gunlifie  Lester,  now 
Lord  Hasham,  or  to  his  right  hon.  Mend 
the  Member  for  Sleaford.  Not  at  all. 
He  referred  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Croydon,  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  It  was  he  who 
by  his  ej:teaordinary  recantation,  last  year, 
of  his  previous  opinittis  and  his  refuml  to 
let  colonial  wheat  free  Into  the  United 
Kingdom,  was  the  cause  of  aU  this  tur- 
moil. If  he  were  to  read  his  speedi  of 
24th  March,  1882,  making  the  necessary 
alterations  in  the  figures,  to  bring  them 
up  to  date,  it  would  be  the  best  argument 
a^insi  the  Motion  of  the  Member  for 
Montrose.  On  24th  March,  1882,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon, 
then  representing  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
moved  unsuccessfully— 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  effects  which  the  tariffs  in  force  in 
foreign  countries  have  upon  the  principal 
bnmobes  of  British  trade  and  commerce  and 
into  the  possibility  of  removing  by  legidation 
or  otherwise  any  impediment  to  the  fullest 
development  of  the  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial industry  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  called  atten- 
tion to  the  increase  of  pauperism,  to  the 
increase  of  emigraticoi,  and  said — 

*'  The  ^t  was  that  the  country  was  going 
baok  and  that  retrogresdon  had  been  attributed 
by  laroB  nambMS  of  the  people  to  the  com- 
meroial  policy  of  the  conutry,  and  the  want  of 
confidence  which  it  had  engendered,  and  which 
had  not  been  diminished  by  the  total  failure  of 
Mr.  Gladstone's  Qovemment  in  the  previous 
year,  in  Uie  negotiations  for  a  treaty  of  oom- 
meroe with  the  French  Republic.  He  felt 
certain  that  we  oonid  saoceesrally  compete  with 
aJ[  the  worid  if  our  maoufaetnrecs  ooud  8eour» 
a  hat  Add  and  no  faToor.  He^enied  tliat 
our  progress  was  maii%itiaMri| 


1343        King's  Speech  {Mutton       {COMMONS}         for  an  Address).  1344 


eommeroial  pdioy.  If  the  exports  to  foreign 
couatries  were  Bepwated  from  the  exports  to 
British  poBsesaons  the  diminution  iti  the  exports 
to  foreign  countries  was  very  remarkable.  In- 
stead of  decreaung  30  per  ceot.  like  our  foreign 
trader  tb^  inorowBed  m  1880  to  £75,000,000  or 
25  per  ceot.  Hiat  increase  would  haye  been 
still  greater  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  decrease  of 
about  20  per  ceot.  in  our  exports  to  Canada 
and  25  per  cent  in  our  exports  to  Victona*  which 
was  an  eridence  of  the  effect  oi  theii  tariff. 
Nothing  could  show  more  forcibly  the  immense 
value  to  us,  as  outlets  for  our  manufaoturee,  of 
our  coloniee  and  the  great  importance  of  doing 
all  in  our  power  to  draw  them  closer  to  as," 

There  was  nothing,  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — 

"  Against  the  principles  of  free  trade  in  re- 
taliation, bat  there  was,  abore  all,  the  qaestion  of 
drawing  cloaer  together  the  bends  which  united 
as  with  our  colcmies.  If  that  were  feauble  he  was 
core  it  would  meet  with  the  assent  and  aup- 

S>rt  of  all  classes  in  the  country  and  of  hon. 
embers  on  both  sides  of  the  House." 

What  a  change  in  the  right  hon. 
<3  ^ntleman .  It  is  he  who  proposed 
this  resolution  who  had  turned  round 
and  become  tlie  great  opponent.  The 
Motion  was  strongly  supported  by  the 
late  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  and  my 
friand,  then  Member  for  Preston,  Mr. 
Farrer  Ecroyd  speaking  for  the  North 
of  England.  But  it  was  defeated  by 
Hr.  Gladstone'^  Government  by  a 
majority  of  fifty-one.  The  mov(;ment, 
however,  went  on  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Fair  Trade  League  and  encouraged 
by  the  Imperial  Federation  League, 
prasided  over  by  Lord  Rosebery,  and 
founded  by  that  great  patriot  and 
Liberal,  the  late  right  hon.  W.  E.Forster, 
who  said  to  the  hon.  Sir  Charles  Tupper, 
High  Commissioner  for  Canada— - 

"  I  am  a  free-trader,  bat  I  am  not  so  fanatical 
a  free-trader  that  1  should  not  be  perfectly 
wilHng  to  adopt  the  policy  of  fiscal  arrange- 
ments by  which  the  outlying  portions  of  the 
Empire  would  be  treated  by  the  mother 
country  on  a  different  footing  to  foreign 
countries,  for  the  great  and  important  object 
of  binding  this  great  Empire  togetJier." 

In  1885,  he  the  nieaker,  was  returned 
to  this  House,  and  had  been  lour  times 
subsequently,  by  Central  Sheffield,  to 
further  this  policy  by  all  means  in  his 
power.  Unfortunately,  tha  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon  was 
allured  to  the  Treasury  Bench  and 
straightway  dropped  his  previous  con- 
victiims — for  he  was  sure  in  1882  he  was 
sinoeze — but  the  movement  went  on.  In 
1R87  the  National  Union  of  ConserTative 
Sir  Sowani  f^inceiU. 


Aasooiations  at  Oxford  passed  at  liis  in- 
instanoe  a  resolution  by  1.000  to  13 
deolaring — 

"  Hut  the  oontanued  deprewion  in  toade  and 
agricoltore,  tiie  increase  ia  the  •caiei^  of 
employment  aod  the  oonaeqgent  distnaa  amoog 
aU  clasMB,  rendet  refmn  m  tlw  policy  of  die 
United  Kingdmn  as  ngaids  foreigD  imports 
and  tlie  iofloz  toaigotn  a  mattw  of  vital 
neoeasiW  to  the  people  td  Great  K^tain  and 
Irelaod.^' 

Twelve  times  the  Oonferenoe  of  the 
National  Union  had  after  full  notioe  and 
deliberation  endorsed  that  lesolation  and 
urged  the  Government  to  carry  oat  to 
the  full  the  views  enmuiiated  by  the 
Colonial  Conferences  of  1887,  1897,  and 
1902  on  the  subject  of  preferential  trade 
between  all  parts  of  the  British  Empire. 
The  Prime  Minister  and  his  right  hem. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Binningbaro 
had  only,  therefore,  tardily  voiced  the 
earnest  wishes  through  many  years  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  Conservative 
and  Unicmist  Party  throughout  the 
country.  It  became  of  importaEkce. 
therefore,  to  consider  what  was  the 
attitude  of  the  late  Lord  Salisbury,  four 
times  Prime  Minister  in  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  for  all  time  a  beacon  light  in 
the  annals  of  the  Unionist  Party. 
There  had  lately  been  some  correspon- 
dence in  regard  to  the  late  Lord  ^lis- 
bury's  view  of  this  question.  He  had 
the  advanta^  of  having  been  in  frequent 
communioatton  with  Lord  Salisbury  on 
this  matter  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  he  honestly  believed  that  his  Lord- 
ship shared  in  the  main  the  principles 
which  were  now  advocated  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
Perhaps  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
quote  one  or  two  expressions  of  opinion, 
and  to  refer  to  some  of  the  Acts  that 
tended  to  confirm  this  view.  On  lOtli 
November,  1890,  Lord  Salisbury  said  in  the 
(Sty  of  London, — 

"  We  know  that  every  bit  of  the  world's 
surface  which  is  not  under  the  British  Flac  is  a 
country  whksh  may  be,  and  probably  wiU  be, 
closed  to  us  by  a  hostile  tariff.  It  is  to  the  tnda 
that  is  carried  on  within  the  Empire  that  we 
look  for  the  vital  force  of  the  commerce  ot  thia 
country." 

On  12th  February.  1891,  Lord  Salisbory 
said — 

"  Whenever  soch  a  modifioatioD  of  Enalith 
opinion  takes  place,  so  itliatL  ^eJdw  ol  dis- 
criminatioa  of  Ddikti«kbi&.J4^&d^iU^  ookmial 
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he  invited  his  Lordship,  after  resigning 
the  office  of  Prime  Minister,  to  bwome 
presideat  of  the  United  Empire  Trade 
Leagae.  Lord  Salisbury,  who  was  osually 
very  prompt  in  his  xeplieg,  took  a  month 
to  consider  the  invitatum,  and  his  answer 
was  nearly  the  last  holograph  letter  h» 
wrote.    In  that  letter  he  said — 


produoo  Bhall  be  a  fiaoa)  poasibiUly,  I  ihall  not  i 
oppoM  the  wish  to  have  tiw  nutter  thonnuihly  | 
(UBoQMed  betwem  onneWee  Mid  the  ColonMB. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Thanet  would  remember  heading  a  j 
deputation  that  waited  on  Lord  Salisbury  ' 
on  I9th  June,  1891,  with  regud  to  thb  , 
treatieB  which  had  been  negotiated  be* ' 
tween  1863  and  1865.   What  was  Lord 
Salisbury's  answer  to  his  right  hon.  friend 
and  the  representatives  from  all  parts  of  ; 
the   country  who  accompanied  him  ? 
He  said — 

"  Those  who  believe,  aa  yon  believe,  tiiat  you 
are  the  repreaeotativee  of  a  rinns  movemwit 
in  poeeeesion  of  a  policy  which  only  requires  to 
be  explained  to  your  oountrymeo  to  be  adopted 
by  them,  your  duty  ie  plain — spare  no  pains  in 
the  eff<»t  of  imiweMDnff  it  upon  yonrfelunr  men, 
you  are  invited  to  go  forth  and  fight  for  it." 

Tluit  injunction  was  obeyed,  and  the 
United  Empire  Trade  League  was  formed. 
Under  its  auspices  meetings  were  held  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  the  large 
towns  throughout  the  Empire.  In  1897 
they  won  their  first  rampart.  After  six 
years  hard  worlc  on  the  part  of  the 
League,  Lord  Salisbury,  as  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  denounced  the 
Gladstone  treaties  forbidding  the  Colonies 
patting  Ughter  duties  on  British  goods  than 
upon  foreign  goods,  and  gave  a  year's 
notioe  to  terminate  them  in  order  to  enable 
the  Colonies,  if  they  wished.to  treat  Bntish 
goods  more  favourably  than  foreign 
goods.  On  Ist  August,  1898,  the 
notices  expired,  and  from  midnight  one- 
fourth  of  the  Cajwdian  duty  was  remitted 
upon — 

**  Articles  the  growth,  prodnoe,  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain  and  Treland,  of  India, 
ut  any  British  col<my,  or  upon  goods  in  which 
at  Imst  25  per  cent,  of  the  value  wa» 
British  labour." 

He  could  quote,  if  time  allowed, 
numerous  other  expressions  from  tihe 
public  speeches  of  Lord  Salisbury  in  this 
connectiw  snoh  as — 

"  Under  the  preeent  oonditioas  of  our  tariff 
no  one  cares  two  straws  about  the  oommercial 
favour  of  England," 

And  that— 

"  We  are  fighting  with  our  hands  tied  against 
armed  men." 

The  long  and  short  of  it  was  that  he  was 
so  convinced  of  the  83rmpathy  of  the  late 
Lord  Salisbury  witii  this  movement, 
that,  with  the  CMicuirenoe  of  his 
hon.   friends   who   acted  with  him, 


would  see  there  was  no 
a  desire  to  avoid  any  dis- 


"  At  this  moment  so  many  diverse  question* 
ore  at  issue  that  X  should  feel  unwilling  to 
accept  the  preddency  you  kindly  offer  me.  I 
might  find  it  difficult  to  express  myself  so  as 
to  avoid  mlBoonorption.  We  do  not  yet 
precisdy  know  the  farm  which  the  diwuBsion 
will  take  in  our  own  ranka" 

The  House 
refusal,  only 

agreement  in  t^e  Unionist  Party. 

He  would  now  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  present  state  of  trade  and 
employment,  and  to  consider  how  much 
worse  was  the  state  of  afiairs  since  1882 
— that  was  since  this  matter  was  brought 
before  the  House  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Croydon,  then  a  private 
Member.   He  would  ask  hon.  Members 
to  consider  the  facts  and  to  say  whether 
tliey  did  not  call  for  a  teme^.  There 
were  nxany  tun.  Gentlemen  opposite  who 
not  cmly  in  private  but  in  pnbuo  tiionght 
with  the  tariff  r^ormers  in  tiiis  matter. 
[Cries  of  "Name."]   Mr.  Storey,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Liberal  Federation.    It  was 
all  very  well  for  htm.  Gentlemen  to  laugh 
at   that   name,  but  Mr.  Storey  had 
rendered  yeoman  service  to  the  Liberal 
Party  as  President  of   iAte  Liberal 
Federati<m.     Bnt  that  was  the  way 
the  Liberal  Party  treated  thmr  old 
friends.   The  President  of  the  Liberal 
,  Association  of  the  Elland  Division  took 
'  exactly  the  same  view.  Another  instance 
was  tl^t  of  Mr.  Thomas  Brassey,  sou  of 
,  Lord  Brassey.  [Laughter.]  They  lau^^ed 
I  at  him,  but  t^ey  adopted  him  as  a 
,  candidate.   They  epokn  very  hi^y  of 
him  at  Devonport  and  elsewhere.  They 
.  would  find  plenty  of  instances  in  con- 
'  stituencies  represented  by  Liberals  of 
men  who  were  in  favour  of  tariff  reform. 
He  was  extremely  anxious  not  to  raise 
any  controversial  questions,  and  there- 
;  fore  he  would  not  refer  Liberals  to  old 
'  friends  who  had  left  them  on  tius  ques- 
I  tion. 

'  If  they  would  look  at  the  matter 
,  dispassionately,  they  would  see  that  the 
'  state  of  affairs  during  the  last  twenty- 
;four;years  had  ter^.^^^m^se. 
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The  Board  of  Trade  Blue-books  showed 
that  in  the  ten  years,  1891  to  1900,  the 
imports  for  oonsumption  increased  by 
£534,000,000,  and  the  exports  by  only 
£55,00(^000.  There  was  an  average  yearly 
excess  of  £145,000,000  in  foreign  imports 
over  our  exports.  Comparing  the  first  ten 
years  with  the  last,  our  exports  of  cotton 
manufactures  fell  by  £60,000,000;  our 
exports  of  iron  and  steel  fell  by 
£29,000,000;  our  exports  of  wooUcn  and 
worsted  manufactures  fell  by  £23,000,000; 
of  hardware  and  cutlery  by  £11,000,000; 
and  of  linen  manufactures,  leather 
manu&ictures,  steam  engines,  copper 
and  jute  manufactures,  over  £12,000,000 
—a  total  fall  of  £137,000,000  in  manu- 
factured exports.  Against  that  we  could 
only  set  a  rise  of  £34,000,000  in  the 
exports  of  machinery  other  than  steam 
engines;  of  £5,000,000  in  apparel  and 
slops;  and  of  £10,000,000  in  chemical 
products.  Were  we  to  submit  to  this  loss 
of  £87,000,000  in  our  exports  of  manu- 
factured goods,  coupled  with  a  rise  in 
twenty  years  in  the  import  of  foreign 
manufactured  goods  of  £100,000,000, 
without  inquiry  or  effort  to  remedy  a 
state  of  things  so  disastrous  to  the  pro- 
ducers of  this  country  ?  Our  exports  to 
France  fall  in  the  ten  years  1891  to  1900 
compared  to  t^e  previous  ten  years  by 
£8,000,000;  to  the  United  States  by 
£63,000,000 ;  to  Italy  by  £7,000,000.  Our 
exports  to  some  countries,  it  was  true, 
rose,  but  while  the  imports  from  all 
sources  into  all  foreign  countries  was 
increased  by  11  per  cent.,  our  export 
trade  to  all  foreign  countries  only  in- 
creased by  4  per  cent.;  and  Return 
363  of  1898  shows  that  each  £100  of 
English  foreign  trade  in  1854  became  in 
1897  £253  19a.  9d..  while  each  £100  of 
the  foreign  trade  in  1864  of  the  twelve 
principal  foreign  nations  under  protection 
became  £464  3s.  5d.,  or  nearly  double  our 
progress.  On  24th  March,  1882,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Trade  declared 
that  "our  imports  of  manufactures  and 
half  manufactures  are  only  £36.000,000." 
Last  year,  1903,  the  Trade  and  Navigation 
Returns  for  December  showed  that  they 
were  £134,659,090,  or  close  on 
£135,000,000.  This  gain  of  £100,000,000 
sterling  of  foreign  manufacturers  in  our 
home  market  in  twenty  years  was  surely 
enough  to  make  any  man  reconsider  the 
position,  and  especially  as  10,000,000 
6'tr  Sward  FinceTU. 


more  pairs  of  hands  had  been  added  to 
our  population,  they  had  lost  tlK 
£60,000,000  which  had  been  paid  in  wages 
to  the  foreign  workman. 

Now  what  had  been  the  result  of  this 
state  of  affairs  as  regard  the  employmoit 
of  the  masses.  The  Labour  Qazeite  ioc  jAna- 
ary  showed  that  37,500  trades  unionists 
were  out  of  employment,  that  3,000,000 
workpeople  sustained  decreases  in  ^ages 
in  the  last  three  years,  that  on  a  single 
day  last  December  370,469  were  depen- 
dent on  poor  law  relief,  and  that  261,363 
English,  Scotch  and  Irish,  in  despair  of 
obtaining  a  Uving  at  home,  had  to 
emigrate  mostly  to  protected  countries, 
and  give  place  to  80,000  aliens. 
He  would  bring  the  matter  nearer  home 
to  his  own  constituency.  Nearly  every 
trade  was  falling.  This  was  what  the 
Sheffield  Tfhgrapli  of  that  morning  said — 

"  The  claims  on  Uie  fund  few  the  rdief  of  the 
distress  in  Sheffield  are  still  very  pressing,  ajtd 
in  order  to  provide  one  meal  a  day  for  the 
pennileas  noemployed  and  their  families  further 
help  is  nrgmUy  required." 

They  received  only  that  morning 
from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  marriage,  a  contribution 
of  £1,000,  which  was  only  another 
testimony  of  his  Grace's  great  kindness 
to  the  people  of  Sheffield.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Hallamshire,  who 
generally  sat  opposite,  and  wh(»e  absence 
he  was  afraid  was  due  to  illness,  said  at  a 
meeting  in  the  Sheffield  Town  Hall  on 
9th  February,  that— 

"  He  was  afraid  the  present  depressed  state 
of  trade  would  continue  for  some  time,  and  that 
thwe  would  be  no  great  imfffovement  in 
bafiinesB  itx  a  coneidnable  period." 

This  was  a  most  lamentable  state  of 
affairs;  and,  if  his  view  was  not  the 
right  one,  do  let  them  have  from  hon. 
Members  opposite  some  remedy.  He 
did  not  see  the  hon .  '  ember  for 
Carnarvon  Boroughs,  but  he  was  sitting 
behind  the  Member  far  Forest  of  Dean 
when  that  right  hon.Baronet  said  that  this 
prosperity  argument  had  been  pushed 
much  too  far.  The  other  day  when  he 
was  banqueted  by  his  friends  at  the  New 
Reform  Club.  He  said — 

"Mr.  Oiamberlain  was  right  in  so  far  as  he 
said  tikiugswere  not  well  in  this  ooontry.  They 
oould  not  feed  the  hnogry  wi^  statistHs  of 
national  prosperity,  and  stop  the  pangs  of 
famine  by  reciting  to  a  man  the  prod^joos 
number  rtf  ohequ.^  (^t^^«^^gfld^  the 
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«lewiiig-h(mw.  Th^  bad.  thenfote,  got  to 
propose  Bomething  bettor  thu  Mr.  Quunberlua. 
They  oagbt  to  do  eometbing  to  hdp  the  poor 
from  tbe  mire  and  tiie  needy  from  the  danghiU." 

And  Aftr.  Piokersgill,  who  was  formeily 
Radical  Member  for  Bethnal  Gkeea,  on 
Another  oooaaioa  said — 

"We  must  meet  Mr.  Chamber  lain  with  a 
polioy  at  least  as  attractive  as  his  own.  It 
most  be  a  bread -and- batter  polioy." 

Dtaring  the  ast  five  days  debate  there 
had  been  a  score  of  very  interesting  and 
eloquent  speeches  from  hoo.  (Gentlemen 
opposite,  but  so  far  as  he  heard,  and  he 
had  listened  to  nearly  everything  that 
had  been  said,  not  one  single  word  of 
suggestion  had  been  offered  to  remedy 
this  condition  of  affairs.  He  had  heard  a 
great  deal  of  abuse  of  the  Prime  Mimster 
and  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  and  those  who 
had  been  acting  und^r  him,  but  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  a  remedy,  for 
goodness  sake  let  the  House  and  the 

He  could 


of  that  morning  the  advantage  which 
British  Ixade  had  received  from  Canada — 

'*  In  1897  the  exports  of  British  and  Irish 
produoe  to  the  North  American  ooloniee  had 
fallen  to  £5,476,161  from  £8,141,686  in  1889. 
They  immediately  rose  in  1898  to  £6,154,773. 
and  in  1900  to  £8,126,710.  Then  the  Canadian 
Qoveroment  increased  the  preference  from  25 
per  cent,  to  33^  per  cent.,  and  io  190*2  the 
value  of  the  Briti^  exports  to  Canada  amounted 
to  £10,720,325,  or  very  nearly  doable  what  it 
vasinl897.  l^e  Trade  and  Navigation  Returns 
show  that  the  improvement  in  1903  isoontinued 
in  almost  every  line.  To  take  only  a  few 
instances,  the  Canadian  purchase  of  British 
hardware  increased  from  4,003  owt.  in  1901 
to  8.666  ovt.  in  1903,  and  of  galvanised  sheete 
from  7.418  tons  in  1901  to  10.900  tons  in  1903. 
'Die  importataoo  of  British  piece  goods  also 
rose  firom  36.000,000  yards  in  1901  to 
47,000,000  yards  in  1903.  and  that  of  British 
woollen  tissues  from  3.000.000  yards  in  1901  to 
5.225,000  yards  in  1903."..ii  ;    :  .  v 

"i^Again,  last  year,  South  Africa,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  late  Colonial  Secretary, 
gave  British  imports  a  preference  of  25 
per  cent,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
many  orders  have  oome  to  this  country 


oonntey  know  what  it  was.  ne  couia  .  ^^^^i  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the 
promise  for  himself,  andjn  behalf  of  every- 1  g^^g  ^nd  state-aided  competition  of  the 


one  on  that  side  of  the  House,  that  if  they 
had  a  remedyfor  thisunfortunate  condition 
of  things  it  would  be  impartially  and 
thorou^y  considered.  But  if  they  had  no 


United  States,  Belgium,  and  Germany. 
The  Report  of  Mr.  Birchenough,  the 
Special  Commissioner  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  holds  out  hopes  of  orders  for 


remedy.let  them,  at  aU  events  give  a  fair  j  £ioo,O0O,O0O  worth  of  goods  in  the  next 

consideration  to  the  remodywhich  he  and  ^                    ^^^^  been 

hi3  friends  suggested.   That  remedy  was  ^j^^  ^^j;^  ^  jj^^  Zaaland  under  the 

to  do  Bomethmg  to  break  down  the  tariff  ^  ■        ^  Seddon.   In  proposing  the 

waUs  oppoBed  to  our  trade,  something  Preferential  and  Reciprocal  Trade  BiU 

to  give  confidence  to  labour-empl^ng  ^  Imperial  Statesman  said- 
capital,  to  prevent  British  factories  bemg 
removed  to  protected  countries,  to  peopb 
and  develop  the  Empire,  and — that  is  to 


Bill  we  are  making  no  distinction. 
Canada,  Australia,  India,  wherever  British 
rule  prevails,  all  parts  of  the  Empire  are  treated 


trade  with  those  who  trade  with  us,  to  |  .,1^^      ^ 'gritisb  ZoUverein  with  thepasain 
develop   trade  within  the  Empire  on 
mutually  advantageous  terms  and  on  a 
preferential  basis. 


Hej  regretted  the  depreciatory  tone 
in  which  some  hon.  Members  had 
spo^n  in  regard  to  the  great  patri- 
otic action  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
He  referred  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol  and  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the 
Member  fra  Forest  of  Dean.  It  was 
lamentable  that  the  latter  hon.  Gentleman 
had  npbraided  and  scoSed  at  the 
Canadian  Government,  which  had  en- 
deavoured to  give  a  preference  to  British 
trade.    Let  him  quote  iiota\The  Timet 


of  this  Bill  commences  so  far  as  New  Zealand 
is  concerned,  and  the  increased  duties  are 
chargeable  only  as  against  alien  countries  who 
have  fiscal  barriers  against  ua  I  olaim  it  to  be 
oar  &aty  to  alter  oar  onstoms  in  favour  of 
the  mother  country."^ 

and  by  more  than  a  three  to  one  majority 
the  representatives  of  our  brothers  in 
New  Zealand  passed  the  Bill.  And  were 
we  to  sit  still  and  do  nothing  while  our 
kith  and  kin  conferred  these  benefits 
upon  us  ?  But  for  the  British  posses- 
sions, which  took  last  year  £109,000,000 
of  our  exports— a  rise  of  £25,000.000  in 
fifteen  years — we  should  be  in  a  bad  way. 
In  1809,  as  every  one  knows,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  wrote  a  book  entitlfd* " 
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Britain."  There  were  many  passages  in 
it  which  he  thoi^ht  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  must  now  greatly  regret.  He 
saw  and  wrote  as  a  Radical  in  the  anti- 
colonial  Radical  days  oi  thirty-five  or 
.  forty  years  ago.  For  instance  on  page  398 
of  the  3rd*e(0tion  the  right  hon.  Buonet 
said— 

"With  the  mote  coli^tened  thinten  of 
EDglaod  aepBKtion  from  Hie  Colonies  has  for 
many  years  been  a  favourite  Idea.'' 

That  was  in  entire  accord  with  Mr. 
Cobden's  view.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tiie  Member  for  the  Ifontrose  Burghs  said 
^e  other  day,  what  was  perfectly  teae,  tiiat 
he  was  better  acquainted  with  the  "  Life 
of  Cobden  "  than  he  himself  was.  But  on 
page  231  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman*8 
"Life  of  Cobden,"  ^bden's  views  regard- 
ing the  Coloni  s  were  given  in  a  very 
notable  letter  to  Mr.  Ashworth.  He 
wrote — 

"  Hie  colmial  i^stem  with  all  its  dazzling 
l^peais  to  the  passions  of  the  people  can  never 
be  got  rid  of  except  by  the  indirect  process  of 
free  trade,  which  will  gradually  and  imper- 
ceptibly loose  the  bonds  vhioh  unite  our 
colonies  to  us  by  a  mistaken  notim  of  self- 
interest.' 

That  view  might  still  be  entertained 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but  it  was 
not  the  view  which  was  entertained  by 
any  hon.  Gentleman  on  those  Benches. or 
by  their  supporters  in  the  country, 
llieir  desire  y&s  to  do  all  they  possibly 
could  to  draw  the  Colcmies  closer  to 
the  mother  country,  and  to  recognise  > 
the    magnificat    services    they  had 
rendered  to  the  Empire  in  recent  years.  | 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Forest  of  Dean  was  one  of  the  most ' 
enlightened  thinkers  in  England,  and 
he  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  \ 
House  to  a  passage  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  book   "Greater  Britain."! 
On  page  331  he  wrote —  I 

"  It  would  seem  as  though  we  free-traders  [ 
had  become  nearly  as  bigoted  in  favour  of  free  i 
trade  as  our  former  opponents  were  in  favour  i 
of  protection  ....  noteotion  is  no  mere  i 
national  delusion ;  it  is  a  ifystcai  deliberately  , 
adopted  with  open  eyes  as  one  conducive  to  the 
country's  welfare." 

Let  them  then  deal  with  the  matter  | 
not  as  bigots  or  fanatics  on  one  side  or  | 
the  other  but  let  them  look  at  it  as  ■ 
business  men  from  a  business  point  of  | 
view.  The  conclosicKi  which  he  ventured  i 
to  <^er  was  that  die  best  way  to  develop  I 

Sir  Howard  Vinrmf. 


\  a  bnsinees  was  to  develop  it  oa  t]ie  ImM 
f  which  appMred  most  promising.  Hub 
exp9rt  trade  between  the  Colonies  and 

I  the  mother  country  showed  a  return  of 

'  £3  per  head.  It  was  surety  better  to 
develop  trade  in  that  directi(»i  than 
to  endeavour  to  develop  trade  with 

I  foreign  countries  which  only  ^ve  a 
return  of  a  few  shillings  per  head. 

,  The  Duke  of  Devonahize  was  sMnetiiDes 

;  tiiought  to  be  opposed  to  them  in  this 
matter;  but  he  happened  to  have  a 
prospectus  of  the  British  Empire  League, 
of  which  the  Duke  was  chairman,  and  of 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Berwick  Division,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Poplar, 
and  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the 

'  Member  for  Haddingtonshire,  were  vioe- 
presidents.    The  objects  of  tibe  League 

'  were  steted  to  be  as  follows — 

I  "  To  promote  trade  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Ck)lonies  and  iDdia*  and  to 
ccmsider  how  far  it  may  be  pcMsible  to  modify 
any  laws  or  treaties  which  impede  freedom  of 
,  action  in  the  making  oi  reeiprooal  trade 
'.  arrangwnents  between  tile  United  KingdcHn  and 
the  Cokxiies,  or  between  any  two  or  more 
Britidi  colonies  and  poasewlooa" 

I  They  were  therefore  all  agreed,  and 
'  what  was  the  use  in  wran^^g  about 
'  deteils.  Let  the  matter  be  argued 
without  Party  spirit,  and  let  them  do 
their  best  to  devise  ike  quiclnst  remedy. 
Surely  the  Prime  Minister  was  right  when 
he  said  that  the  first  step  was  to  regain 
liberty  of  negotiation.  The  Prune 
Minister  said — 

"  It  cannot  be  ri^t  for  the  country  with 
free-trade  ideals  to  enter  into  oompetitiwi  with 
protectionist  rivals,  eeU-deprived  of  the  only 
mstroment  by  which  their  policy  can  conceiv- 
ably be  modffied.  The  only  alternative  is  to 
do  to  foreign  nati<m8  what  they  always  do  to 
each  other,  uid  instead  of  appealing  to 
economic  theories  in  which  they  wholly  dia- 
beliere,  to  use  fiscal  iodnoemento  iriiich  they 
thcoroa^ly  ondentand." 

He  appealed  to  hon.  and  ri^t  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  also  to  his  hon. 
friends  who  did  not  agree  as  to  the  details 
of  the  proposals  now  before  the  country, 
to  follow  the  example  of  tjiose  who, 
although  they  might  not  have  agreed 
with  everything  which  had  been  stated 
from  the  Treasury  Bench  for  twenty 
years,  had  always  supported  the  Govem- 
meilt  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  for  the 
sake  of  the  great  national  issues  whi*:)^ 
were  involved.    "Ba  ^appealedi  tta*  \tia 
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hon.  friends,  in  this  reiy  serious  crisis  of 
the  world's  history,  not  to  divide  the 
Party,  and  not  to  support  a  Motion 
which  was  designed  not  so  much  with 
reference  to  the  fiscal  qoestion,  but  in 
order  to  create  confusion  in  the  rank  of 
the  Unionist  Party.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Exeter  asked  a  question  the 
other  day  which  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  answering.  His  hon.  friend  wished  to 
know  to  what  port  the  ship  in  which 
he  was  serving  was  bound.  It  was 
bound  to  the  port  of  National  Prosperity 
through  the  channels  of  constant  Em- 
ployment and  Good  Wages.  They  had 
confidence  in  their  captain  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  they  had  confidence  in 
their  pilot  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  If  his 
hon.  friend  and  others  of  his  hon.  friends 
would  vote  straight  for  the  Party  in 
accordance  with  tiie  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituencies they  need  not  have  the  slight- 
est fear  that  they  would  be  left  derelict 
at  the  next  general  election.  His  sport- 
ing friend  the  Member  for  South-east 
Durham  was  also  auxions  for  an  answer 
to  a  questifm  he  put.  He  would  tell  his 
hon.  friend  l^t  the  horse  tiiey  were 
running  was  tiie  old  horse  which  had 
been  so  unacconntabty  sold  by  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Croydon.  It 
was  the  people *a  favourite,  and  was  bound 
to  win,  although  it  might  be  hustled  by 
jockeys  whose  Ucenc>B  had  been  with- 
drawn  by  the  electors  of  England. 

*Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  he  congratulated  his  hon.  friend  on 
the  day  of  his  triumph.  His  hon.  friend 
could  scarcely  have  expected  to  see  the 
day  when  he  would  hear  a  highly  pro- 
tectionist speech  detivered  by  him,  ch  :ered 
from  the  ^asury  Bench,  not  ironically, 
nor  could  he  expect  that  he  should  occupy 
the  proud  position  of  answering  fir  a 
Government  which  appeared  incapable 
of  answering  for  itself.  The  debate  hid 
been  cheered  and  enlivened  by  the 
concatenation  of  quotations  and  figur  ss 
which  bad  been  given  by  his  hon.  fri'^nd. 
But  even  before  hb  hon.  friend  spoke  ths 
de^te  was  one  which  was  not  unworthy 
of  this  House.  They  all  indeed  much 
regretted  the  absence  of  the  Prime 
M^iister,  and  he  himself  regretted  that 
the  debate  bad  not  taken  plac-  on 
a  substantive  Motion  but  on  an 
VOL.  CXXIX.   [Fourth  Serieh.] 


Amendment  to  the  Address.  Neverthe- 
less, in  spite  of  the  absence  of  the  Prims 
Minister,  the  debate  had  been  most 
illuminating  and  most  sensational.  The 
absence  of  the  Prime  Minister  had 
deprived  the  House  of  an  opportunity 
which  sooner  or  later  during  the  session 
must  be  given  to  it.  Five  Ministers  had 
resigned  and  practically  a  new  Ministry 
now  ornamented  the  Treasury  Banch. 
The  concatenation  of  events  by  which 
that  result  had  been  achieved  must  havd 
been  of  one  of  two  characters.  It  mimt 
either  have  been  characterised  by  false- 
hood, treachery,  nepotism  and  jobbery ;  or 
Ministers  must  have  left  the  Govern- 
ment on  account  of  principle  and  must 
have  left  a  chief  who  had  treated 
them  with  full  and  frank  confidence 
and  to  whom  they  owed  the  same 
confidence.  They  must  in  tiiat  case 
have  left  the  Government  to  their  own 
regret  and  to  the  equal  regrat  of  the 
Prime  Minister;  and  his  right  hon. 
friend  must  have  filled  up  their  places  with 
a  sole  eye  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment.  He  did  not  know  which  of  those 
two  accounts  was  correct  nor  could  any 
man  tell  in  the  absence  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  In  his  absence  a  very  serious 
doubt  hung  over  those  events  and  sooner 
or  later  answers  to  the  questions  raised  by 
the  resignations  by  ex-Ministers  must  be 
given  and  the  doubt  removed.  The  debate 
showed  that  nobody  agreed  witii  the 
Government.  The  protectionists  did  not 
agree  with  it  because  it  did  not  go  far 
enough,  but  they  were  most  nearly  agreed 
with  it.  Free  traders  did  not  agree 
with  it  because  it,  went  too  far.  The 
Government  did  not  agree  with  itself, 
but  it  was  most  nearly  agreed  on  pro- 
tection and  he  need  scarcely  add  that 
that  state  of  affairs  caused  most  pro- 
found disappointment  among  those  who 
were  inelegantly  known  as  free-fooders 
and  who,  in  fact,  did  attach  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  retention  in  this 
country  of  cheap  and  abundant  food. 

Tney  expected,  after  the  declaration  of 
the  Prime  Minister  at  Shefiield,  that  this 
debate  would  be  signalised  by  a  complete 
and  full  renxmciation  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  errors  of  Birmingham.  He 
thonght  they  had  a  right  to  expect  that, 
because  to  some  extent  the  Sheffield 
declaration  was  ambiguous  and  he  had 
codfidt-ntly  hoped  that  this  ambiguity 
would    be    now  ^nf^^.^^ey^^^J^- 
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TbiB  expectation  was  confirmed  by 
the  speech  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  after  hearing  which  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  tuAt  His  Majesty's 
GoTernment  had  at  last  come  down  on 
the  right  side,  and  he  then  determined,  as 
had  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
"ber  for  Weat  Bristol,  that  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  Amendment.  But  how  the 
scene  had  now  changed  !  The  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  had  spoken!  The 
{Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  had 
spoken  and  disclosed  quite  a  different 
attitude  from  that  discloaed  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  So 
had  the  President  of  the  Local  Gk>vem- 
ment  Board,  and  while  the  Prraident  of 
the  BoMti  of  Trade  had  begun  by  declar- 
ing for  free  trade,  thes»  other  three 
members  of  the  Government  had  declared 
for  protection  and  food  taxing.  This 
was  what  had  eo  unexpectedly  placed  the 
froe-fooders  in  antagonism  to  the 
Govenimeiit.  It  would  be  hard  for  a 
conscientious  Member  to  vot«  against  the 
Amendment,  because  it  was  gospel  truth. 
Every  proposition  it  contained  was  un- 
deniable, and  the  Amendment  need  not 
necessarily  be  considered  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  by  the  Government.  It 
would  have  been  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence at  the  time  when  the  Address  in 
reply  to  the  Speech  was  a  recapitulation 
of  the  Speech  paragraph  by  paragraph. 
Then  if  a  paragraph  were  amended  the 
whole  tenour  of  the  [reply  was  changed 
But  this  Address  was  no  more  than  a ' 
expression  of  tbanks,  and  the  addition  of 
a  further  proposition  to  it  was  not  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government, 
unless  the  Qovemment  were  prepared  to 
deny  the  truth  of  the  proposition.  But 
even  if  it  be  a  vote  of  want  of  confi,dence, 
there  were  things  even  more  important 
than  ^e  fate  of  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.  It  was  of  more 
importance  that  the  country  should  have 
free  food  than  that  it  ^ould  retain  the 
present  occupants  on  the  Treasury  Bench. 
On  the  road  leading  to  the  taxation  of 
food  he  for  one  would  never  go,  who- 
ever led.  And  who  was  leading  in  that 
direction  1  On '  what  road  was  the 
Government  walking,  and  to  what  did  it 
all  tend  ?  What  the  issue  before  theconn- 
try  would  be  at  the  general  election  he  did 
not  know,  but  the  issue  now  before  the 
House  was  whether  trade  should  be  bond 
or  free  whether  food  should  be  dear  or 
Mr  Gihgon  Bowles. 


cheap,  whether  trade  should  be  left  to  be 
conducted  by  men  of  business  or  be  talon 
under  the  protection  of  a  tarifi-loving 
Government. 

It  was  said  that  only  men  of  business 
were  competent  to  deal  with  the  questiwi. 
How  many  men  of  business  were  there  in 
the  Government  %  Except  Lord  London- 
derry, who  earned  a  precarious  livelihood 
by  selling  coals,  and  who,  by  the  way.  w«a 
a  free-trader,  there  was  not  on  the  Tre»- 
sury  Bench  a  single  Minister  who  had 
so  much  as  managed  an  apple  stafl 
or  undersold  a  competitor  to  his  destruc- 
tion. Not  one  them  even  thought 
himself  a  man  of  business  except  tie 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  supposed  him- 
self capable  of  earning  £100  a  year  as 
a  working  man.  Of  the  merits  of  free 
trade,  protection,  and  preference  he  would 
say  little,  for  they  had  been  well  nigh  ex- 
hausted, but  he  would  say  that  this 
country  drew  from  the  uttermost  ends  of 
the  earth  all  that  contributed  to  the 
wants  of  man;  to  his  comforts  and  his 
necessities.  And  it  kept  them,  for  year  by 
year  it  kept  more  of  all  commodities,  indud 
ing  even  gold  and  silver  than  it  sent  away. 
That  had  been  going  on  for  fifty  years.  Vox 
fifty  years  we  had  been  accnmnlatang 
in  this  way  all  that  man  can  desire,  and  we 
might  say  in  the  beautiful  words  of  Ae 
psalm — 

"  Our  ftarners  Are  full,  affording  all  maoncr 
ofatore.  There  is  no  cnmplaiiiiDg  in  our  streets; 
happy  is  that  people  that  ie  in  such  a  case." 

That  condition  of  thinj^  represented 
plenty,  wealth,  and  prosperity;  yet  the 
apostles  of  scarcity  complained  and  de- 
clared that  the  contrary  was  the  case. 
Might  he  not  add,  in  the  words  of  the 
psalmist — 

"  Rid  me  and  deliver  me  from  the  hand  of 
strange  children,  whose  mouth  speaketb  vanity, 
and  their  right  hand  is  a  right  hand  of  false- 
hood." 

The  apostles  of  scarcity  asked  the 
country  to  believe  that  a  full  gamer 
meant  impending  ruin,  that  the  posses- 
sion of  all  that  men  could  pray  for  or  want 
was  the  sign  of  poverty  and  disaster, 
that  the  nation  was  the  loser  when  we 
sent  out  less  than  we  received,  better  off 
if  we  sent  out  more  than  we  received,  and 
at  its  best  if  we  sent  out  all  and  received 
nothing.  They  declared  that  if  ve 
must  put  tup  with  the  cmcse  of  imports  it 
wen  better  tooi^lbd  ^^tiQ^^fi^  our 
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consins,  whom  itwas  our  object  tobindto  us 
with  links  of  affection.  They  called  them- 
selves protectionists  and  preferentialists, 
which  meant  much  the  same  thing.  By  the 
protectionists  we  were  asked  to  protect 
onrselves  against  the  world  to  the  rain  of 
our  oostomeis ;  by  the  prelerentialists  we 
were  asked  to  pre£er  the  Colonies  to  the 
rest  of  the  world  to  our  own  ruin. 
It  had  been  said,  and  it  might,  b3  that 
protection  had  succeeded  in  other 
countries,  bat  this  country  was  in  such 
a  position  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  at 
the  crossing  of  all  the  sea  roads  of  the 
world,  as  to  bs  different  from  every 
other;  nor  was  the  example  of  any 
other  country  applicable  to  it.  Our 
destiny  was  marked  oat  as  the  carriers 
of  the  world,  and  our  island  as  best 
fitted  to  be  the  one  great,  perpetual 
free  port  through  which  the  trade 
movements  of  the  world  should  take 
place.  Since  1846  thu  eonntry  had 
been,  on  the  whole,  the  &eest  market 
and  freest  exchange  ever  known  in 
history.  Protection  and  preference  had 
been  tried,  piotectioa  was  given  up 
in  1846  and  preference  in  1860;  they 
were  both  given  up  because  both  had 
been  recognised  to  be  a  complete  failure. 
Protection  foiled  even  for  agriculture. 
In  the  years  1821. 1833,  and  1836.  when 
the  corn  duties  were  in  force,  paople 
flocked  from  this  country  to  testify  to 
Committeea  of  tiiis  House  that  agricul- 
ture was  insolvent.  A  great  agricul- 
tural expert,  Ifr.  Bsmard,  in  1836  was 
Asked — 

«<  Do  yon  bdieve  it  pouible  tiiat  farmers  oan 
^  on  at  this  rate  T  No*  I  eonridsr  the  iriiole 
Agrionltaral  body  is  inaolveiit.  On  your  con- 
science do  you  beliere  ^at  to  be  true  T  I 
do,  and  consequeaUj  beli^  is  that  the 
whole  agricultural  body,  includtag  all  noblemen 
as  well  u  farmers,  is  iusolTeDt." 

That  was  in  1836.  when  we  had  a 
high  protective  tariff,  and  he  was  there- 
fbro  justified  in  saying  that  the  pro- 
tective system  was  a  failure.  Bat  if  it 
failed  for  the  landlord  and  the  farmer, 
it  failed  worse  for  the  poor.  In  1801 
wheat  in  this  country  was  120s.  a  quarter, 
which  was  ISs.  a  bushel.  In  that  year 
the  weekly  wage  of  the  Hertfordshire 
Ubonrer  — and  he  had  not  forgotten  it — 
was  88.  In  1902  wheat  was  28s.  Id.  per 
Cjoarter,  or  3s.  6d.  a  bushel,  while  the 
Hertfordshire  labourer's  wages  were  14s. 
Jd.,  and  the  labourer  could  therefore  buy 


to-day  four  bushels  of  wheat  instead  of 
half  a  bushel  a  century  ago.  That  was 
the  condition  of  things  to  or  towards 
which  th3  protectionists  would  have  the 
country  return.  The  great  misaooary 
of  scaroity  had  been  going  about  the 
country  preaching  a  return  to  a  system 
of  this  kind.  With  falsa  dates  and 
falsified  figures,  he  had  drawn  folse 
pictures  and  had  gone  whining  and 
whimpering  of  impanding  ruin  in  order 
to  lure  us  back  to  the  reconstruction  of  a 
faka  fabric  which  had  starvation  at  the 
b»e  and  insolvency  at  the  summit. 
The  right  hon.  Gantlemui  had  changed 
his  mind  often,  but  he  had  adopted  frank 
protection  by  his  so-called  Scientific 
Budget  and  by  that  crowning  travesty 
of  a  Royal  Commission  which  would 
never  have  entered  the'  mind  of  any 
one  bnt  a  statesman  who  had  been 
received  in  a  oivio  hall  to  the  strabiB 
of  "God  save  the  King."  The  ri^ht 
hoD.  Gentleman  had  now  temporarily 
put  off  the  ermine,  and,  presumably 
in  order  to  avoid  guards  of  honour 
and  Royal  salutes,  he  had  gone,  so 
the  newspapers  said,  under  the  in- 
cognito of  "Mr.  Richards,"  to  Egypt 
where  from  the  summit  of  the  Pyramids 
forty  centuries  would  contemplate  him 
with  some  curiosity.  [Continued  cries 
of  "Oh."]  There  seemed  to  be  present 
the  neophytes  of  some  new  reli^oii 
who  could  not  bear  to  hear  criticised 
a  person  whom  they  regarded  almost 
as  divine.  When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man reached  Egypt  and  learnt  what 
had  occurred  in  Hertfordshire  to  his  well- 
beloved  and  trusty  commissioner  he 
would  probably  revise  his  opinion  and 
begin  to  doubt  whether  so  much  success 
was  assured  to  his  p'an  as  he  had  formerly 
supposed. 

So  far  as  the  Government  was  con- 
cerned, chera  had  been  a  series  of 
manifestoes  from  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  In  his  Sheffield  speech  he 
affirmed  retaliation,  but  retaliation  which 
was  £0  limited  as  not  to  impose  a  tax  on 
food  or  raw  material,  which  was  not  to 
iavolve  a  high  and  a  low  tariff  system, 
which  was  not  to  lead  to  a  tariff  war,  and 
which  was  only  to  be  carried  into  effect 
wit^  the  consent  of  Parliament  To  such 
retaliation  no  man,  free-trader  or  free- 
fooder,  could  have  the  slightest  objection. 
The  rest  of  the  Sheffield  .speech  wm  a 
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declaration  against  the  taxation  of  food —  | 
and  that  speech,  on  the  whole,  was  i 
entirely  incompatible  and  inconsistent 
with,  and  contrary  to,  the  Birmingham 
plan.  Since  then,  further  light  had  been 
afforded.  .  In  October,  a  most  interesting 
pamphlet,  containing  the  Sheffield  sp^h 
and  other  declaraticns  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  was  issned.  That  pamphlet  was 
preceded  by  an  introduction,  which  had 
since  been  suppressed  and  withdrawn,  and 
consequently  was  the  more  interesting  at 
the  present  moment.  In  that  introduction 
the  following  passages  occurred — 

"The  Government  is  agreed  an  to  the  pro- 
poaak  which,  as  a  practical  policy,  are  to  be  pnt 
before  the  electorate  at  the  next  general 
election,  i.e.,  fiscal  reform  is  necessary,  and 
carries  with  it  the  liberty,  if  the  threat  be  nn- 
hfeded,  to  effect  retaliation.  Neither  the 
taxation  of  food,  nor  any  bolstering  np  of  a 
home  industry,  which  is  lalUng  through  natnml 
and  Ic^timate  competition,  ia  included  in  the 
programme." 

That  was  the  official  introduction  to 
the  official  version  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
speech.   Thrae  words  ioUowed — 

"...  the  chief  Liberal  attaolc  is  bound  to 
be  directed  against  tiioae  pomts  which  are  now 
debatable  am<Higst  oarsefves.  Such  attack  ia 
fair  and  to  be  expected.  It  can  only  suooeed  if 
we  exhibit  weakness  and  folly." 

That[introduction  fully  reaffirmed  and 
put  the  dots  on  the  i's  of  the  Sheffield 
speech — ^bnt  it  was  withdrawn.  Why? 
Who  could  doubt  that  it  was  at  the 
bidding  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Binninghsm?  Then 
came  a  change.  There  was  the  Bristol 
speech,  in  which  the  Prime  Minister 
said  there  were  to  be  profound  modifica- 
tions of  our  fiscal  system,  and  called 
free-traders  "our  opponents."  Finally, 
in  December  last,  there  appeared  at 
Dolwich  a  candidate  who  entirely  shared 
the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
who  had  even  given  £1,000  to  the  Tariff 
Reform  League,  and  who  yet  received  from 
the  Prime  Minister  a  letter  with  best  wishes 
for  his  success.  Thus  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  since  his  Sheffield  speech  had  been 
expected  to  resist,  had  seemed  ratherdraw- 
ing  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham. ^  They  must  therefore  ask  was 
the  Prime  Minister  for  protection  or  for 
free  trade,  or  did  he  aspire  to  found  a 
matrimonial  agency  destined  to  bring 
about  the  union  of  the  two  ?     When  in 
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the  great  schism  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  Pope  Urban  was  elected  at 
Rome,  and  his  rival.  Pope  dement,  at 
Avignon,  the  two  Popes  anathematised 
and  excommunicated  each  other,  and 
each  called  the  other  "  Anti-Pope."  Who 
was  the  Pope  here,  and  who  the  anti- 
pope  ?  Were  they  to  pay  their  allegiance 
to  Urban  of  Downing  Street  or  to  Clement 
of  Birmingham,  or  were  they  to  take 
refuge  in  some  tmion  of  both  in  the  shape 
of  a  mythical  "Pope  Joan"  ?  The  con- 
tradictory utterances  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter were  reflected  in  the  Ministry  itself. 
Lord  Salisbury,  who  denounced  "  rash 
policies  and  doubtfttl  statistics."  said — 

"  The  GioTernment  will  not  be  responaible 
for  presenting  such  a  remedy  aa  preferawe." 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council 

stated  that — /i 

"  He  never  would  have  Bobscribed  to  the 
QoTemmentpolicyif  ithad  included  a  tax  upon 

and  the  Postmaster-General  had  made 
utterances  to  the  same  efiect.  Tes : 
they  made  these  statements  now,  but 
what  would  they  say  when  "  Mr.  Rich- 
ards "  came  back  ?  Would  not  the  right 
hon.  G^tleman  make  short  work  of  the 
free-tradeiB,  and  be  encouraged  to  do  ao 
by  the  knowledge  that  his  adherents 
were  in  a  majority  in  the  Cabinet.  Of 
the  views  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer there  was  no  doubt  whatever .  He 
had  publicly  expressed  his  sympathy  with 
the  Birmin^am  plan  "  in  all  its  branches,*' 
he  launch  at  the  firee-foodera  the 
choicest  adjectives  m  the  Bin 
armoury,  and  he  had  recentlv  decl 
that— 

*'  A  time  was  coming  when  the  country  would 
inUBt  upon  the  Government  giving  its  attention 
to  this  matter." 

That  time  was  no  doubt  coming,  but 
whether  the  mandate  given  by  the. 
country  would  be  such  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  expected  was  open  to  question . 
The  hon.  Member  for  Central  Bradford, 
who  was  a  poet  as  well  as  a  statesman, 
had  compared  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  Pitt,  and  had  suggested 
that  in  him  would  be  found  the  pilot  that 
weathered  the  storm.  If  the  hon. 
Member  had  contemplated  tiie  Members 
for  West  Bristol,  Ealing^«ndC^mdon  out 
in  the  cold,  anotiierd^s^Q^^I^same 
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writer  might  have  occurred  to  him,  and  '  speech  on  protection  which  it  was  un- 
he  might  have  added —  necessary  to  recall ;  so  that  while  protection 

Fniae  to  pUodesB  proud  ability  and  food  taxes  were  tremblingly  dis- 

Let  the  prudent  muse  disclaim ;  |  avowed  in  one  breath  they  were  as 

And  sing  tiie  Statesnuo  an  ciTiU^,  tremblincly  avowed  in  another.  Those 
Whom  moderate  talent,  raise  to  W  ifnionist  Party  who  believed  in 

The  opinions  of  the  President  of  the  free  food  held  still  the  views  which  ths 
Board  of  Trade,  of  the  President  of  the  Conservative  Party  had  always  professed 
Local  Gofvernment  Board,  and  of  the  ii»  the  past.  They  were  not  the  heretici ; 
Irish  Secretary  were  always  interesting,  i  they  were  the  orfjiodox  members  of  th*; 
but  the  member  of  the  Cabinet  whose  ,  Party.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had 
opinions  were  of  the  most  importance  in  stated  that  the  Government  would  sup- 
this  matter  was  the  Minister  who  held !  port  those  who  "honestly"  supported 
the  purse-strings — the  Minister  who,  if '.  the  Government  programme,  and  also 
any  man,  would  so  manipulate  the  next ;  those  candidates  who  were — 
Budget  as  to  leave  the  door  open  for  the  |    .<  ^      Govemmeot  polioy  even 

preference  or  protection  whiui  was  to  |  though  their  own  opinioiks  go  farther  than  it," 
be  the  salvation  of  the  country.  The  ...  ,  ,  , 

right  hon.  Gentleman  would  no  doubt  be  i        «  S^^^         preference  and 

heard  on  this  occasion.  His  promotion  food-taxmg.  The  Government,  there- 
had  been  a  most  encouraging  recognition  I  '^'e  m  favour  both  of  those  who 
of  unsuspected  merit,  paralleled  only  in  "PP^*^,  * 
the  examples  of  Phaeton  and  CaliguU.        °"  ^ut  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

and  doubtless  his  declarations  on  the  ;  made  a  most  offensive  accentuation 
question  would  not  bo  lacking  in  posi-  ,    *J«  honestly,  as  though  tosug- 

tiveneM.  But  wUt  was  the  result  of  the  Unionist, 
debate?   The  President  of  the  Board  of  ,  ^e'e  ^onest   and  others  not-an  m- 

Trade  declared  that  the  Government  >"»"a*'?°  ^J^'^y/f 
poUcy  was  not  protection  or  the  taxation  !  ?*•  and  lepeUed  ^  those  agamst 

of  food-although  the  next  day  he  said  ,  whom  it  was  directed.  What  did  It  come 
he  would  be  guS  to  see  a  moderate  tax  ?  ,Take  the  case  of  two  Umonwfc. 
on  food-and  he  added—  standing  agam  each  other  for  one  seat- 

as  at  Chippenham — one  a  food-taxer  and 
We  are  prepared  to  fight  for  free  trade."      j       ^^^^^^  ^  free-fooder.  If  the  free-fooder 

If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  sincere  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government, 
in  l^t  declaration  he  would  have  to  go  honest,  he  would  get  Government  support, 
and  have  it  out  on  the  Nile.  The  Parlia- {  The  food-taxer  would  get  it  whether 
mentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  or  -no.  Botii  would  receive  such  assist- 
was  frankly  protectionist,  and  the  Presi-  ,  ance  ae  the  central  office  could  give,  and  all 
dentof  the  Local  Government  Board  had  the  assistance  of  the  local  associations. 

stated  that  he   Both  would  receive  a  letter  from  the  Prime 

,  .  .  ,  .  Minister  wishing  each  of  them  success 
dr^oLi  JS'Ln^'P'  i  the  other  and.  although  there  wa» 

but  one  seat  and  one  vote,  every  loyal 
and  that —  Conservative  would  be  bound  to  vote 

*'it  ii  In  tiie  mam  a  question  worth  making  for  both  candidates!  Waseveranjrthingso 
consideraUo  saerifices  for."  '  childish  ?   ^e  had  used  the  wOTd  "  Giov* 

But  in  the  main  this  was  a  question  of  but  was  there  a  Gover^ent  ■ 

taxing  food.andliie  right  hon.  Gentleman  ,  C<»>ld  the^e  l>e  a  Government  with  two 
w«iS  favour  of  it.  and  added  that  it  was  '  «>"\"y  ^^^^  to  control  its  own 

unbecoming  for  an  English  gentleman  to  members  or  to  adhere  for  t^ntyfour 
remain  in  a  GovermneSt  wh^  no  longer  ^^wts  to  its  own  statements.  Was  toe 
in  sympathy  with  it.  Therefore  bJth  anything  on  tiie  Front  Mmisterial  Be^ 
the  rVthon.  Gentleman  and  the  Govern-  ■  ^mspiw  confidence  at  h<»ne  and  respect 
ment  were  in  sympathy  with  a  proposal  ^b^^dl  Could  <Jiey  view  wiA  oom- 
involving  tJie  texatio/of  food.  Finally  ,  P^^^^^^y-      »  ^  f"*" 

the  Colonial  .(Secretary  had  brought ; «»  the  Far  Bast,  the  prospect  of  the 
matters  to  a  climax  by  an  academic  ,  interests  of  this  cQ}||;iit^j^flin{^5^ 
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to  a  Government  of  settled  contradic- 
tions and  unsettled  convictions  1  The 
Government  had  neither  managed  things, 
adminiBteied  Departments,  nor  controlled 
events.  Things  had  managed  them, 
departments  had  administered  them, 
events  had  smothered  them.  They 
had  not  heen  a  *Gk)vemment  hut 
only  a  debauch  of  power.  Therefore 
those  who  thought  as  he  did  had  no 
choice.  Those  who  felt  for  the  needy 
to  whom  the  price  of  bread  was  of  vast 
importance  could  not  do  anything  but 
vote  for  this  Amendment.  To  vote 
against  it  wonld  be  giving  s  vote  for 
dearer  food  and  taxed  bread.  ["No. 
no!"]  Whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment might  seek  again  to  renew 
the  assurances  they  had  made  and  recalled 
and  then  made  again  he  knew  not. 
For  him  it  was  too  late.  He  could  be  re- 
conciled by  no  death-bed  repentance,  and 
because  he  believed  in  cheap  and  free 
food  it  would  be  his  duty  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment.  There  was  more  at  stake 
here  than  free  trade  or  fair  trade,  or  the 
binding  together  of  the  Empire,  for  be- 
neath all  this  was  the  honour  of 
public  men  and  public  life.  Parties 
could  only  be  formed  by  a  common 
conviction,  and  could  only  te  kept 
together  by  confidence  on  both  sides, 
confidence  mutual  in  leaders  and 
followers.  That  confidence  they  had 
g(me  far  to  lose.  It  had  been  seriously 
impaired,  and  His  Majesty's  Government 
appeared  to  have  entirely  abandoned 
those  Conservative  principles  which  they 
set  out  with,  and  which  he  still  believea 
in.  The  Giovemment  might  triumph, 
they  would  triumph  in  the  division  lobby; 
but  when  the  great  appeal  came,  lus 
belief  was  that  an  indignant  -  and 
honest  people  woiild  punish  those 
who  had  abandoned  their  principles, 
and  justify  those  who  had  stood  bst  to 
them. 

Mk.  ELLIOT  (Durham):  I  shall  not 
trespass  for  more  than  a  very  few 
minutes  upon  the  time  of  the  House.  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  left  the  Government 
because  it  was  perfectly  clear  that,  after 
the  resignatiott  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birming^m, 
and  the  letter  of  the  Prime  Minister,  to  my 
great  sorrow,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
«t  the  head  of  the  Government  was  going 

J/r.  GUmn  Bowles 


to  give  his  support,  and  was  aetaftllv 
giving  his  support,  to  the  scheme  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  After  that,  as  ait 
honest  man,  Icould not  remain  on  tiiat 
Bench  and  be  in  any  way  responsibk  for 
the  financial  business  of  tbs  ooimtiy. 
Therefore  it  was  my  business  to 
make  room  for  someone  ebe  with 
honest  convictions,  no  doubt  able 
to  further  the  policy  to  which  I,  at  all 
events,  was  strongly  opposed.  The 
division  we  are  about  to  take  will  he  tbe 
first  occasira  whm  the  Parliamentary 
forces  ccnme  to  a  distinct  issue  npcn  fne 
trade  rer«us  protection.  We  have  been 
told  that  these  are  mere  phrases  used  as 
battle  cries,  and  they  have  not  the  precise 
meaning  which  ought  to  be  attached  to 
them,  and  we  are  told  that  we  should  be 
more  particular  about  our  terms.  The 
Prime  Minister  also  tries  to  rally  the 
country  in  the  cause  ci  fiscal  r^cnm.  If 
protection  does  not  mean  anything,  then 
what  has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
in  regard  to  fiscal  reform !  What  does  that 
term  include,  and  what  does  it  exclude ! 
My  right  hon.  friend  gives  us  good  advice, 
but  "he  recks  not  his  own  rede."  He 
is  bound  to  be  more  definite  himself  in 
the  trams  he  uses,  and  this  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  importance.  I  cannot  Idng 
myself  to  believe  that  this  question  tarns 
upon  the  meaning  of  a  phrase.  It  is 
perfectly  easy  to  find  in  the  discussion 
which  has  been  going  on  expressions  and 
argiunents  u^  by  the  Prime  Minister 
which  are  in  antagonism  to  the  theories 
and  condusions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentk' 
man  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
I  can  find  antagonistic  passages,  and  I  can 
set  one  against  the  other,  but  this  is  no 
paper  war,  no  question  between  a 
pamphlet  here  and  a  speech  there,  but  a 
question  as  to  the  action  and  conduct  of 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  aiid  wbethei 
that  has  been  in  support,  substantially,  of 
the  views  which  the  ngiht  hon.  Gentienun 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  has 
put  before  the  country.  No  one  regrets 
more  than  I  do  that  the  Prime  Minister 
is  not  here.  I  regretted  leaving  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  Government,  because  I 
was  proud  to  serve  under  him.  We 
know  the  great  importance  he  attaches  to 
Party  discipline,  and  we  know  that  he  is 
actuated  by  no  unwortiiv  motires.  Bat 
we  have  to  loefi'ime^m2^)g'£inehres. 
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and  we  have  to  see  where  we  stand.  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  this  was  a 
fiscal  debate.  When  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  left  the  Oovemment, 
and  I  regained  mj  freedom,  I  had  no  idea 
tiukt  henoeforth  that  gnat  Department  to 
vhioh  we  had  belonged  was  to  remain 
ailent  in  a  fiscal  debate.  Why  is  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  there*  and  why  is  he  silent  % 
He  is  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ad  Aoc,  and  he  was  pat  tbere  not  only 
from  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  Prime 
Blinister  held  him,  but  because  he  was 
known  to  be  in  favour  <^  the  great 
scheme  which  his  right  hon.  relative  was 
laying  before  the  country.  We  are  told 
by  the  Prime  Minister  that  that  policy  is 
not  before  the  country.  Why  not?  There 
has  been  a  very  important  controversy 
throughout  tai  the  by-elections,  and  I 
re&oc  to  them  not  merely  to  mentitm  the 
resulta  of  the  poll,  but  also  in  order  to 
point  out  what  tite  country  thinks  is 
before  it.  Any  hou.  Membor  who  has 
followed  thoee  contests  will  agree  that 
what  the  constituencies  believe  is  before 
the  country  is  the  question  of  protection. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  ndit  hon, 
Gentleman  the  Blember  im  ^^st  Bir- 
mingham to  tell  Londoners  to  "think 
Imperially,"  but  when  an  election  con- 
test is  on.  I  find  that  it  is  a  very  long 
time  since  elections  have  been  fought 
upon  such  parochial  interests  as  those 
which  have  been  before  us  at  the  last  few 
by-elections.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  a  great  Imperialist  in  the  City  of 
London,  but  at  Blrmin^^m  he  devotes 
himself  to  pearl  buttons. 

There  are  some  great  interests  which 
deserve  to  be  considered  as  Imperial 
hctors.  I  will  not  go  into  figures 
at  this  time  of  the  debate,  but  I  wiU 
mention  the  great  shipping  and  carry- 
ing trad  3.  That  is  a  business  or  trade 
which,  if  any  business  or  trade  in  this 
country  deserves  to  be  called  Imperial,  is 
Imperial.  Our  flag  is  carried  &om  one 
.  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  and  it  is  re- 
sponsible for  tbe  terrible  introduction  of 
imports  into  this  country.  Here  we  see 
one  of  the  three  or  four  gigantic  fallacies 
on  which  the  proposal  for  a  change  in  the 
fiscal  system  is  based.  It  is  a  grand 
fallacy  that  this  country  is  being  ruined 
by  its  imports.  We  hardly  need  to  look 
at  the  statistics  to  know  tiiis.    We  may 


trust,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  the  endence 
of  our  own  eyes.  For  my  part,  I  can 
only  say  that  if  any  man  looks  on  the 
magnificent  fleets  approaching  the  ports 
of  London,  Glasgow,  and  Liverpool,  and 
pouring  wealth  into  our  docks  and 
wharves  from  all  parts  of  the  world  as  an 
element  of  decay,  and  if  he  says  that  on 
this  acommt  ^tish  working  men  will 
have  nothing  to  do  and  that  they  will 
have  to  twiddle  their  thumbs  because 
of  want  of  employment,  then  I 
say  to  my  protectionist  friend  that  he 
is  talking  nonsense,  and  culpable  non- 
sense, which  is  contradicted  by  ex- 
perience and  the  evidence  of  his  own 
eyes.  Am  X  to  be  told  that  all  this  is 
disastrous  to  the  trade  of  the  country  % 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  there  is  a  toll  to 
be  paid  before  these  ships  come  into 
our  docks  %  Imports  are  merchandise 
brought  into  England  because  En^sh- 
men  are  in  want  of  that  merchandise. 
They  are  not  brought  in  for  nothing.  I 
am  unable  to  see  disaster  to  this  country 
in  the  fact  that  so  much  wealth  comes 
in  to  us  and  eomes  in  so  cheap.  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  the  merits  of  a  question 
which  is  not  before  us,  but  I  would  say 
one  word  on  the  merits  of  colonial 
federation.  We  are  all  in  favour  of  it. 
The  first  essential  is  that  we  should  build 
on  some  rather  substantial  foundation — 
something  that  will  be  durable.  Now,  is 
the  putting  of  a  duty  on  corn  that  stable 
foundation  on  which  to  buikt  %  The  Is^ 
duty  on  com  was  taken  off"  a  few  months 
ago.  Wo  were  told  that  the 
duty  on  corn  was  to  be  a  fixed 
charge,  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  in- 
creased. What  would  happen  here  is 
what  has  happened  in  other  oountries. 
If  it  remaim,  it  will  certainly  be  inenosed. 
It  is  proposed  also  that  there  should  be  a 
tax  on  dairy  produce.  Can  anybody 
seriously  suppose  that  on  such  an  uncertain 
basis  as  that  we  can  construct  a  perfect 
system! 

As  to  the  position  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
j  ment  propose  to  take — because  that  is  the 
I  real  matter  which  makes  our  discussion 
I  and  the  vote  which  will  be  taken  to-night 
!  of  such  great  importance — I  know  tihat 
:  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
I  Bench  have  not  held  practically  the  same 
I  language.  I  know  that  the  President  of 
I  the  Board  of  Trade  has  not  held  exactly 
,  the  same  language  as  the  Parliamentary 
1  Secretary  to  the  %<^^,?«*5?fe^p^.I 
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know  that  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  said — 

"  We  need  npt  give  any  speoial  attenUon  to 
the  Piesidmt  of  the  Board  of  Trade's  speech 
because,  after  all,  it  amountB  to  nothing  but  an 
interim  report" 

Some  of  us,  I  believe,  ou  these  Benches 
were  inclined  to  think  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  gave  nolemn  pledges  for 
the  Qovemment,  and  said  that  the 
Government  were  not  in  favour  of  the 
proposals  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  I  hope 
that  any  hon.  Members  who  have  doubts 
about  it  will  remember  how  that  speech 
has  been  described  hj  a  supporter  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham,  and  how  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  has  dissociated 
himself  entirely  from  the  language  of  the 
President.  It  is  not  only  the  language  of 
members  of  the  Government  to  which  I 
refer  but  it  is  to  their  conduct  as  well. 
When  contests  have  been  going  on  in  the 
country  gentkmen  have  gone  down  as 
Government  candidates  with  letters  from 
the  Prime  Minister  in  their  pockets  giving 
them  testimonials  as  representatives  of  the 
Government  policy.  I  am  informed  that 
at  the  present  moment  a  noble  Lord  who 
is  standing  for  a  seat  in  Birmingham  is 
going  down  there  to  represent  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  That  noble  Lord  is  a 
very  strong  advocate  for  taxation  of 
food,  and  he  is  also,  I  believe,  in  favour 
of  a  10  per  cent,  duty  on  manufactured 
goods  imported  into  this  country.  If 
any  one  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  gets  up  and  says, "  All 
this  is  «  mistalK,  we  took  that  Une,  but 
we  are  taking  it  no  longer,  and  we  are 
determioed  to  dissociate  onreelves  from 
the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham,"  I 
should  in  those  circumstances  doubt 
vthether  I  should  go  into  the  lobby  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  moved  by  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Montrose  Borghs;  but  while  they  are 
using  their  whole  influence  and  power 
— because  it  is  nothing  less  than  that — 
to  support  the  scheme  of  the  right  hon. 
G?ntleniftn  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham I  shall  certainly  go  against  them  in 
the  lobby  to-night.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
deplored  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  not 
Mr.  Elliot. 


for  an  Address).  1368 

present,  and  that  the  ri^t  hon.  (3ende- 
Koan  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
also  is  not  here.    I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  condemn  the  Fnmt  Bench  oppoate 
for  sticking  to  its  gnus.   IrrespectiTe  of 
anything  they  might  have  to  tell  us, 
irrespective  of  the  details  of  the  achenie 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Memler 
for   West   Birmingham,  and  irrespec- 
tive of  all  the  interest  and  importance  of 
the    two   right  hon.   Qentknoen  who 
are  absent,  I  cannot  forget  that  we 
are  here  as  the  House  of  CommoDt 
and  that  we  have  a  duty  to  perform. 
Though  we  may  deplore  the  absence  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  we  are  not 
absolved  and  cannot  be  absolved  from 
putting   before  the  country  the  viem 
which  the  House  of  Commons  holds  on 
the  important  mattem  now  before  us.  It 
has  had  too  little  to  say  lutherto  in  tibia 
great  controversy.   If  the  debate  whidi 
has  been  going  on  and  which  has  broaght 
out  so  much  ability  and  eloquence  daring 
the  last  eight  days  could  only  have  taken 
place  last  summer  much  misfortune  would 
have  been  avoided,  and  the  Government 
would  have  been  in  a  sponger  poBitim 
than  they  are  now.  Oving  to  the  abeuooe 
of  discussion  tiiey  have  been  sinkiiif 
deeper   and   deeper   in   the    gulf  of 
protection.    I  say  it  is  their  doings  and 
they  are  responsible  for  this  condition. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  lix 
West  Birmingham  has  now  behind  him 
four -fifths  of  the  Conservative  foroes. 
^e  Government  should  have  dissociated 
themselves  from  a  policy  of  which  they 
did  not  approve.    They  are  hound  to 
have  a  policy  on  a  question  of  such  enor- 
mous magnitude.    My  right  hon.  fnend 
the  Pre6i(knt  of  the  Board  of  Trade  said 
"  Let  it  be  an  open  question.**     I  would 
ask  my  rifj^t  hon.  friend,  if  he  were  present, 
if  he,  as  a  &ir-minded  man,  considered 
that  that    represented  the  situation. 
Suppose  that  the  mwt  powerful  member 
of  any  Government  next  to  the  Printe 
Minister  left  the  Government  in  order  to 
advocate  disestablishment,  suppose  that 
he  won  over  to  himself  the  caucus, 
and  established   a   great  organisation, 
suppose  that  he  had  been  enabled  to 
embark  tliouBands  of  ponnds  in  the 
cause  and  that  he  had  gradually  drawn 
to  himself  great  support,  and  if  the  Prime 
Minister  had  allowed  the  regular  Party 
organisation  to^,^S^O^^te  what 
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would  have  happened  ?    Does  my  ng^t 
hon.  friend  mean  to  say  it  would  have 
been    long   before    qaestiouB  would 
have  been  put  to  the  Fnmt  Bench.  The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  anoth'jr 
place,  and  the  noble  Lord  the  Memljei 
for  Greenwioh  in  ^is  House,  would  have 
considered    it   their    duty  to  compel 
Ministers  to  speak  out,  and  to  find  out 
whetJier  that  policy  had  or  had  not  their 
support.   I  believe  the  Chief  Seoretaiy 
for  beland  is  likely  to  speak  this  after- 
noon.  I  implore  him,  for  the  sake  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  do  violence  to  his 
own  nature,  and  not  to  make  a  clever 
and  ingenious  speech.    I  ask  that  he 
should  use  a  few  simple,  straightforward 
phrases.   Do  not  let  us  have  any  more 
hoverin|  over  retaliation.   He  has  got  to 
deal  with  something  other  than  retalia- 
tion.    I  know  that  my  ri^t  hon.  friend 
claimed,  I  think  it  was  in  a  speech  at 
Workington,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  fear- 
lessly resume  our  freedom  of  negotiation. 
That  sounds  very  peat.  But,  when  one 
looks  into  the  apphcabllityof  the  circum- 
stances with  which  we  have  to  deal,  we 
find  that  there  is  something  less  than 
courage  in  it.    I  hope  my  ri^t  hon. 
friend  will  not  indulge  in  talk  of  that 
kind,  but  come  forward  and  say  whether 
he  is  for  or  against  the  taxation  of  food, 
and  a  10  per  cent,  duty  on  manufactures, 
and  whetiier  he  regards  free  imports  as 
disastrous  to  the  country.  I  have  had 
put  into  my  hands  a  leaflet  issued  on  the 
authority  of  the  Central  Conservative 
Association  deprecating  free  import?.  It 
says  it  is  a  mischievous  thing  that  there 
should  be  free  imports,  and  it  asks  us  to 
substitute  a  system  of  reciprocity.  That 
is  the  way  the  electors  are  dealt  with  at 
contested  elections.     I  want  to  know 
what  is  being  done  by  agents  and  candi- 
dates and  newspapers,  and  I  want  to 
know  whether  what  is  being  done  is  orisnot 
repudiated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

I  am  told  that  the  Amendment  involves 
a  declaration  of  want  of  confidence  in  I 
the  Government.  I  am  bound  to  say 
with  Borrow,  but  the  most  sincere  con- 
viotion,  that  my  confidence  in  the  fiscal 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government  is 
not  unlimited.  T  have  no  confidence  in 
the  fiscal  policy  of  the  Government.  I 
see  .that  some  of  them  appear  to 
have  no  confidence  in  their  own  policy. 
One  right  bnn.    Gentleman  watches 


another  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  am 
told  that  statements  have  been  made 
by  active  representatives  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  were  in  singularly  unhappy 
opposition  to  each  other.  We  know  ^e 
position,  and  the  position  cannot  be 
altered.  It  is  not  a  question  of  words. 
It  is  a  question  of  how  we  are  to^deal 
with  the  facts,  and  I,  hit  my  part,  cannot 
understand  how.  any  man  who  calls 
himself  a  free-trader  at  alU  who  has  any 
belief  in  the  advantages  of  free  imports, 
who  has  any  dislike  to  the  system  of 
German  and  American  protection — I  do 
not  understand  how  any  such  man  can 
hesitate  to  go  into  the  lobby  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Amendment. 

Sir  a.  SEALE  HASLAM  (Newoastkt- 
under-Lyme)  said  he  thought  that  in 
the  regrettable  absence  of  the  Prime 
Minister  this  discussion  might  have  been 
postponed  with  advantage  to  the  Mem* 
hers  of  the  House.  They  had  been  under 
very  serious  disadvantages.  They  knew 
generally  what  iha  views  of  the  Prime 
Minister  were,  but  they  regretted  that 
he  was  not  there  to  maks  known  his  views 
and  answer  the  arguments  that  had  been 
put  forward.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
U  the  Prime  Minister  had  been  present 
some  of  the  observations  made  in  the 
House  would  not  have  been  heard. 
Speeches  had  been  ddivered  by 
politicians  and  business  men,  but  he 
regretted  that  there  had  not  been  more 
of  the  latter.  He  had  listened  with  very 
great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  the 
speeches  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Greenwich  and  the  hon.  Member  f(ff 
Oldham,  although  he  did  not  agree  with 
them.  They  were,  he  thought,  not  t^e  most 
competent  men  to  give  the  best  opinion 
on  the  subject  under  discussion.  He 
regretted  that  these  two  hon.  Members, 
who  were  in  political  partnership,  were 
not  in  'some  great  business  partnership, 
employing  5,000  men,  with,  their  own 
capital,  mlled  upon  to  compete  in  tJie 
neutral  markets  of  the  world,  or  where 
protection  existed,  and  where  tikey  had  no 
opportunity  of  trading,  or  where  they 
would  have  to  face  the  competition  which 
was  recently  called  "dumping"  in  this 
country.  He  admired  the  ability  of  the 
two  hon.  Gentlemen  and  their  intelleet} 
but  they  had  not  the  e9^iiei^(}Qjat&Cme 
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who  had  been  eit|aged  in  bnsmess  thirty 
or  forty  jean,  and  who  knew  something  of 
the  gnat  ticade  problems  and  of  the  do- 
cility of  finding  work  for  their  employees, 
who  knew  how  men  who  were  only 
half  employed  became  demoralised,  and 
how  men  who  were  wholly  out  of  work 
became  dangerous  to  the  community,  how 
poverty,  hunger,  and  distress  roused  the 
w(H8t  passions  of  men.  He  ventured  to 
say  t^t  if  all  theee  things  were  realised 
by  hon.  Members  they  would  strengthen 
the  bands  of  the  Government  and  enable 
them  to  do  something  to^,improve  the 
state  of  the  nation.  If  that  were  the 
results  of  the  discussion  he  believed  it 
would  not  have  been  in  vain. 

They  had  been  told  that  the  sum  of  the 
imports  into  and  the  exports  from  this 
country  indicated  great  prosperity,  and 
thattheseamountedto£900,000,000.  They 
had  been  told  that  if  our  imports  exceeded 
onr  exports  that  showed  t^t  it  was  all 
r^ht.  They  were  told  that  OUT  imports  were 
paid  for  either  by  die  goods  we  exported, 
or  by  the  sale  ,of  securities,  or  by  the 
services  we  rendered  abroad.  But  the 
affairs  of  a  State  were  very  much  the 
same  as  the  affairs  of  an  individual.  We 
had  enjoyed  in  this  country  an  apparent 
prosperity,  and  a  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  oni  home  trade,  fint  had  it  oc- 
curred to  any  of  those  Gentlemen  that 
our  imports  might  swell  very  largely 
when  we  were  getting  into  debt  on  a 
large  scale  ?  He  thought  that  those  who 
compared  the  state  of  this  country  aod 
our  indebtedness  must  feel  some  cnrious 
alarm  at  the  increase  of  the  indebtedness 
of  the  nation,  whether  Imperial  or 
municipal.  That  indebtedness  had  in- 
creased almost  02  per  cent,  in  the  last 
ten  years.  He  himself  could  not  see  how 
we  coald  reduce  the  expense  on  the  Navy 
or  the  Army;  but  what  was  worse,  our 
esqvense  was  growing  in  our  municipalities. 
In  Imperial  expenditure  there  was  charged 
to  revenue  in  1903-4  £144,000,000,  and 
to  capital  £6,000,000,  or  a  total  of 
£150,000,000;  and  in  1893-4  the  charge 
to  revenue  was  £91,303,000;  and  the 
charge  to  capital  £877,000,  or  a  total  of 
£92,180,000.  In  municipal  expenditure 
in  1900-1  the  charge  out  of  income  was 
£98,180,000;  and  out  of  loans  £35,533,000, 
or  a  total  of  £133,713,000.  In  1890-1 
the  charge  out  of  income  was£62,109,000: 
Sir  A.  Settle  Haxlam, 


and  out  of  hmns  £8,528,000,  or  a  totel  vi 
£70^637.000;  iriiile  the  exptfiditiiie  for 
19(^-4  was  liltely  to  amount  to 
£150,000,000.  What  w«te  they  to  letfs 
from  that?  That  they  must  raise 
their  poundage  rates  and  assesBments. 
If  this  expenmture  was  ^ing  on  Uko  con- 
sequences must  be  senous.  If  anyone 
doubted  that,  look  at  the  price  of  ctM^wr- 
ation  stock !  Some  of  these  stood  at  IIT 
ten  years  ago  and  were  now  quoted  at  90, 
and  there  was  a  difficulty  in  selling  them 
at  that  figure.  As  onr  debt  had  grown 
our  imports  had  increased.  If  our  im- 
ports went  on  increaung  over  our  ezpons 
it  was  impossible  for  this  country  to  enjoy 
the  proeperiiy  in  the  future  which  she 
have  enjoyed  in  the  past.  The  existing 
extravagance  must  be  stopped.^  There 
wa!>  no  doubt  that  those  who  had  given 
the  closest  attention  to  this  subject  were 
begining  to  realise  that  if  we  were  to 
recover  our  position  we  should  have  to 
work  harder  and  be  more  economicaL  A 
great  deal  had  been  said  about  damping 
He  employed  a  large  number  of  men,  and 
be  was  Iwund  to  confess  that  dumiung 
was  at  present  an  acl\'antage  to  him  person- 
ally. But  he  feared  that  if,  in  the  future 
clumping  went  on,  our  primary  industries 
would  hb  affected  by  the  competiticm  <A 
the  dumped  goods.  He  was  a  free-tradef, 
and  had  always  been  a  free-trader,  Imi 
not  a  (Hie-sided  free-trader.  He  believed 
that  free  trade,  so  lon^  as  it  was  mutual, 
was  a  profit  to  both  sides  and  an  advan- 
tage to  and  promoted  the  prosperity 
eAch. 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  hon.  Member 
for  North-West  Durham  had  come  into 
his  constituency  and  addressed  a  meeting 
there.  He  did  not  object  to  the  hon. 
Member  going  there  ;  it  bad  been  a 
distinct  advantage  to  himself.  But  he 
would  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  depressicm 
in  his  constituency,  and  that  tbere 
was  no  use  arguing  that  tbo  state 
of  thii^  was  the  most  perfect  ever  en- 
joyed in  the  country.  There  wen  manu- 
facturers who  had  recently  started  boai- 
nesses  on  the  Oontioent,  not  becauae  Ukey 
wanted  to  do  so,  or  to  tain  work  from  their 
workmen,  but  because  the  doors  in  theee 
countries  had  been  closed  against  their 
exports.  Those  were  only  a  few  instances 
of  many  which  he  could  bring  before  the 
House ;  but  they  were  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  infl^isbdepCshkh^b&l  friends 
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had  started  on  the  Continent  were  dis- 
tinctly disadvantageous  to  and  would  de- 
crease employment  in  this  country.  The 
60  per  cent,  duty  which  was  imposed 
had  put  an  end  to  trade  with  the  United 
States,  but  the  worst  of  it  was  that  the 
country's  best  workmen  were  emigrating 
to  the  United  States,  and  were  carrying 
on  industries  which  supplied  all  the  re- 
quirements of  the  American  market. 
The  pottery  industry  was  not  per- 
haps one  of  the  largest,  but  it  was 
one  of  the  most  important  industries 
in  the  country.  Its  total  value 
was  £3,500,000.  The  hon.  Gantleman 
the  Member  for  North-West  Durham 
said  that  imports  had  not  serioiuly 
affected  that  industry,  but  the  im- 
ports amounted  to  £750,000,  which  was  a 
very  serious  matter  in  his  constituency, 
as  it  meant  a  reduction  of  between 
£300,000and  £400,000 per  annumin  wages. 
He  could  quote  several  other  instances  to 
show  that  the  present  system  was  not  the 
best  system  for  the  country.  With 
reference  to  Mr.  Cobden,  he  did  not  think 
that  anything  was  to  be  gained  by 
sneering  at  him,  or  by  endeavouring  to 
depreciate  the  magnificent  services  which 
he  had  rendered  to  the  country.  He 
3rielded  to  no  man  in  his  admiration  of 
Mr.  Cobden,  and  if  he  had  been  a  poU- 
tician  at  the  time  he  would  have  voted  for 
Mr.  Cobden's  policy.  But  a  great  many 
changes  had  occurred  since  then,  and  un- 
fortunately the  prophecies  of  Mr.  Cobden 
had  not  been  verified.  Mr.  Cobden  said 
that  probably  within  ten  years  the  whole 
world  would  follow  the  example  of  this 
country;  but,  as  they  now  saw,  the  situa- 
tion was  exactly  the  reverse.  Who  would 
have  thought  in  Mr.  Cobden's  time  that 
a  steamer  would  carry  goods  across  the 
Atlantic  at  Is.  per  ton  ?  All  the  changes 
which  had  occurred  deserved  the  most 
careful  attention.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  said  that  the  present  position  of 
the  country  was  due  to  free  trade,  but  he 
thought  they  ought  also  to  talu  into 
account  the  British  mercantile  marine, 
the  telegraph  and  telephone  services,  and 
the  many  other  inventions  which  had 
contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
nation. 

If  the  present  free -trade  S3r8tem 
were  ccmtinned,  it  would  bring  disaster  on 
the  industries  of  the  country.   He  quite  i 


I  agreed  that  an  inquiry  was  necessary,  and 
;  an  inquiry  would  shortly  take  place  with 
I  the  result  that  a  large  amoant  of  informa- 
tion would  be  collected  which  would  be  use- 
!  ful  to  Members  on  both  sidej  of 
theHouse.  But  whether  the  inquiry  would 
be  sufficiently  comprehensive  was  another 
matter.  Hon.  Members  might  recollect 
the  great  discussion  which  took  place  years 
ago  with  regard  to  a  load-line  for  ships. 
As  a  result  a  load-line  was  established,  but 
foreign  steamers  were  allowed  to  enter 
British  harbours  without  a  load-line, 
and  to  trade  under  conditions  which 
would  not  be  permitted  to  British 
vessels.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  take  a  broad  view  of  the 
situation,  and  especially  consider  the 
splendid  British  mercantile  marine,  which 
was  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and 
which  had  conferred  enormous  benefit 
not  only  on  this  country  but  onthe  world. 
The  British  people  did  |  not  like  change. 
They  did  not  like  anything  that  was  new 
or  too  ambitious ;  but  a  great  utd  m^ty 
force  had  been  introduced  into  politics, 
and  the  time  had  come  when  they  ought 
to  raise  their  voices  and  put  forth  their 
strength,  and  have  the  courage  of  their 
convictions,  both  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  country,  and  make 
the  truth  known  to  people  who  m^t 
have  been  misled  by  incorrect  figtires. 
He  had  studied  very  carefully  the  speech 
of  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  pamphlet 
which  he  wrote,  and  he  considered  that 
the  Prime  Minister's  views  were  very 
moderate.  Tha  Prime  Minister  had  only 
one  idea  with  regard  to  this  question  and 
that  was  to  improve  the  position  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country.  Eb 
thanked  hon.  Members  very  kindfy  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  Ustffied 
to  the  imperfect  remarks  whksh  he  had 
addressed  to  the  House.  They  might 
differ  from  him  as  to  lines  of  policy ;  but 
his  friends  opposite  respected  his  views, 
as  was  manifested  by  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  listened  to  him. 

*Me.  A8QUITH  (Fifeshite,  E.):  We 
are  now  drawing  to  ih»  close  of  a  debate 
which,  in  many  of  its  features,  is,  I 
believe,  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  We  are  concomed 
— ostrasibly  o<mcemed— with  an>Ainend- 
ment  to  the  Address  oittlisfinlE^Qfdgl,^ 
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an4  I  believe  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  all 
impartial  onlookers  that  rarely,  if  ever, 
has  there  been  a  more  one-aicl«d  discus- 
sion heard  within  these  walls.  Some  of 
the  ablest  and  most  convincing  speeches 
in  support  of  the  Amendment  have  come 
from  the  Government  Benches.  And 
what,  Sir,  has  become  of  the  propaganda 
which  has  been  tearing  like  a  tornado 
through  the  country  during  the  whole 
of  the  autumn  months  1  It  has  made  a 
great  deal  of  noise  outside,  but  the  air 
of  Westminster,  somehow  or  other,  seems 
to  have  a  sedative  effect  upon  it,  and  we 
have  heard  nothing  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  but  faint  and  baiting  and  almost 
apologetic  echoes.  Still  more  note- 
worthy have  been  the  performances  of 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  Some  of 
them  do  not  seem  quite  to  know  their 
own  minds.  None  of  them,  so  &r  as  I 
can  discover,  know  the  minds  of  their 
colleagues.  And  all  of  them,  when  they 
are  hard  pressed,  to  a  man  take  refuge 
in  th-;  imdisclosed  mind  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  On  the  first  night  of  the 
debate  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  delivered  himself  of  some  sound 
and  robust  £ree*trade  sentiments,  acc(nn* 
panying  them  no  doubt  with  a  plea  for 
the  liberty  of  pious  opinion,  and  a 
frank  confession  of  his  own  personal 
hankerings  for  some  system  of  preference. 
Nozt  night  he  was  followed  by  his  sub- 
ordinate— the  Secretary  of  bis  own  De- 
partment— who  made  an  interesting 
speech.  If  I  might  venture,  with  great 
respect  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  to  make 
one  criticism  upon  it,  it  would  be  this — 
that  I  think  he  was  unduly  liberal  in  the 
exercise  of  a  dangerous  faculty  with 
which  he  is  endowed,  the  faculty  of 
stating  a  fallacy  as  though  it  were  a 
truism.  However  that  may  be,  of  one 
thing  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  took  np, 
one  after  another,  almost  all  the  most 
venerable  and  most  vulnerable  positions 
of^the  most  antiquated  protectionism, 
dis  arguments  I  [ha  ve*^  been  completely 
disposed  'of  [by  subsequent  speakers  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  I  will 
venture  to  say  by  no  one  with  more 
hicidity,  more  cogency,  or  more  destruc- 
Idve'lforce  than  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Colne  Valley  (Sir  J.  Kitson), 
■who,  by  the  way,  is,  I  believe, 
Mr.  Asq>dth. 


neither  a  lawyer  nor  doctrinaire.  WeU 
the  next  figure  in  this  strange  proc^ioc 
was  tile  Preud^t  of  tJie  Local  Goven- 
ment  Board,  of  whom  I  will  saj  wiUi  the 
Qtmost  personal  respect  that  at  tiie  ckee 
of  his  speech,  when  I  txied  to  qtecniatf 
upon  the  precise  stage  whicli  his  con- 
victions had  reached,  I  find  myaeU,  and 
still  remain,  in  impenetrable  d&rlnutt. 
Then  came  the  turn  of  my  right  hoa. 
friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tie 
Colonies,  the  tenor  and  effect  of  whne 
speech  I  am  sure  is  fresb  in  the  roxmacfd 
the  House.  When  my  right  hon.  friend, 
in  his  picturesque  way,  compared  the 
hapless  British  pioducer  face  to  face  with 
bis  tarifi-clsd  competitors,  to  the  ob- 
disciplined  Gaol  confronting  Csesar  ud 
his  legions,  I  think  no  one  of  us  was  is 
doubt  as  to  the  sphere  of  influence 
in  which  he  moved.  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  in  a  few  minutes  in 
reference  to  one  or  two  of  my  right  h<a. 
friend's  contention^  but  before  I  part  com- 
pany with  him  DOW  in  the  most  friendlr 
spirit  I  should  like  to  make  one  in- 
cidental criticism.  In  the  gracelnl 
tribute  which  he  paid  to  the  right,  hen. 
Gentleman  tike  Member  iox  Wset 
Birmingham  he  told  us  that,  the  more 
be  familiarised  himself  with  the  records 
of  his  own  office,-  the  more  he  was  im- 
pressed, not  only  with  the  bnainsB 
capacity,  but  the  splendid  idealism  of 
his  predpccasor.  This  was  a  very  natnnl 
and  appropiate  expression  of  his  feeling: 
but  I  cotUd  not  help  thinking  tliat  it 
would  have  been  equally  intwesting  to 
the  House,  and  perhaps  still  more  relevant 
to  the  issue  of  this  debate,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  cotild  have  told  us  tlut, 
while  ransacking  the  archives  of  bis 
Department,  he  had  come  across  some 
trace  of  the  missing  colonial  offw. 
Friday,  so  far  as  tiie  Treasury  Bench 
was  concerned,  was  a  day  but,  not- 
withstanding tite  absence  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  which  we  all  regret,  and  whose 
return  to  our  proceedings  will  be  wel- 
comed with  equal  warmth  in  every 
quarter  of  the  House,  there  are  stiU 
Ministers  left  on  that  Bench,  Cabinet 
Ministers,  whom  we  have  not  heard 
yet.  We  have  not  in  this  debate 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Minister 
primarily  responsible  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  finances  of  pthe 
wxmUy,  anfi^gi^JSd^@09gte«  that  we 
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have  not  yet  oome  to  the  end  of  the 
process  wluch  is  described,  I  believe, 
in  nautical  circles  as  "  boxing  the  com- 
pass." He  woald  indeed  be  a  bold  man 
who  at  this  hour  of  the  afternoon  would 
predict  with  any  confidence  in  what 
direction  it  will  point  at  twelve  o*oiock  to- 
night. Every  one  knows  the  lines  which 
are  to  be  foimd  in  the  immortal  descrip- 
tion by  a  too  candid  friend  of  one  of  the 
greatest  orators  andthinkorswho  ever  sat 
in  the  House — 

"  Though  fraught  with  all  leamiag,  yet 

straining  his  throat 
To  persuade  Tommy  Townshend  to  lend 

him  a  vote." 

Men  come  and  go — I  do  not  see  a  Burke 
at  this  moment  on  the  Treasury  Bench — 
but  Parliamentary  necesaitieB  survive  and 
recur.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  if  we 
knew  the  whole  truth  of  the  sitiution, 
the  real  arbiter,  more  potent  even  than 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  hidden  hand 
which  holds  the  musical  box  and  turns 
on  the  tune  every  night,  is  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Patronage 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

There  is  one  figure,  as  almost  every 
speaker  has  acknowledged,  whom  we  miss 
from  this  diacussaion  hardly  less  than  that 
of  the  Prime  Minister  himself — I  mean, 
of  course,  the  right  hem.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  In 
common  with  everybody,  I  deplore  the 
cause,  and  perhaps  I  may  venture  to  say 
I  have  special  reason  to  regret  the  fact 
of  his  absence.  Ever  since  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  inaugurated  his  autumn 
campaign  at  Glasgow  I  have  been  towards 
him  in  the  relatirai  of  an  anxious,  perti* 
nacioos,  and  disappointed  inquirer.  I 
have  respectfully  put  to  him  a 
number  of  questions — simple  questions, 
direct  questions,  but  questions  to  which, 
simple  and  direct  as  they  were,  not 
the  semblance  of  an  answer  has  yet 
been  vouchsafed.  I  do  not  think  his 
absence,  much  as  we  regret  it,  makes  it 
inonmbent  on  me  and  others  to  suspend 
the  process  of  interrogation  in  this  place, 
which  is  the  only  place  in  the  country 
where  antagonistic  policies  and  their 
spokesmen  can  meet  face  to  face.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  described 
justly  as  the  protagonist  of  the  piece,  but 
he  has  many  able  "  understudies  "  in  and 
outside  the  Government,  and  there  is 
special  reason  and  special  relevance  for 


pressing  one  or  two  of  these  inquiries. 
Ministers  who  sit  on  that  Bench  may  talk 
about  retaliation  until  the  crack  of  doom 
— which,  I  suppose,  is  another  way  of 
describing  the  next  general  election — 
though  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
single  man  among  them  capable  of  defin- 
ing it  in  intelligible  language ;  but  it  ia 
not  retaliation,  bat  protection;  it  is  not 
the  Sheffield  enigma,  it  is  the  Birming- 
ham policy  which  interests,  and  will 
continue  to  interest,  the  electors  of  the 
country.  They  care  little  or  nothing 
what  the  policy  or  the  avowed  policy  of 
His  Majesty's  Goverment  may  be.  I  will 
tell  the  Government  why.  Because  they 
have  the  best  reasons  for  doubting 
whether  the  Government  as  tiiey  sit  on 
that  Bench  are  strong  enough  to  have  a 
policy  of  their  own,  whether  they  are 
strong  enough  to  adhere  to  it,  and,  above 
all,  whether  they  are  strong  enough  to 
compel  the  allegiance  to  it  of  tiie  Party 
which  sits  behiml  them. 

I  am  not  going  to  rehearse  tiie  cata- 
logue of  my  futile  inquiries.  I  shall  con* 
fine  my  interrogations  to-night  to  two 
points,  as  to  which  it  appears  to  me  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham and  the  avowed  or  official  policy 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  rest*  ou 
commonground.  Thefirstquestiouisthis. 
The  common  assumption  which  underlies 
both  is  that  our  trade,  and  especially  our 
trade  over  sea,  exhibits  signs,  not  perhaps 
of  immediate  decay,  but  of  imminent  and 
serious  danger.    Every  one  knows  the 
now  classical  phrase  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham— the  trade  of 
the  United  Kingdom  has  been  practically 
sti^nant  for  30  years.  Now,  the  question 
I  have  to  ask  of  those  who  entertain  that 
view,  and  make  it  the  basis  of  tiie  various 
stages  of  the  policy  for  fiscal  change  now 
before  the  country,  is  when  and  how  was 
this  discovery  made?   I  am  not  going 
back  to  ancient  history,  I  am  not  going 
back  to  1881,  to  1885,  or  even  to  1896, 1 
shall  come  to  a  date  as  recent  as  January, 
1902 — that  is  to  say,sixteen  months  before 
the  new  crusade  was  started,  and  only 
two  years  from  the  time  at  which  we  are 
met  here  to-night— and  I  want  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  some  language 
which  was  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Birmingham  himself 
in  the  city  of  Birmingham  on  6thjanuarv, 
1902.   The  House  wiU>i8«ee(ift'Wjl6ttiigiW2 
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the  relevancy  of  the  question  I  pat.  The 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  said— 

"I  bare  lately  eeen  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
onasioii  in  the  papers  about  the  criaU  in  British 
industry.  WeU,  if  the  crins  meaos  ao  imminent  J 
and  pressing  danger,  I  think  the  accooDte  are  ' 
altc^tber  exaggerated.  I  see  no  signs  of  any  I 
imminent  or  pressiDg  danger  to  the  pmpwitv  of  i 
this  country.    Daring  the  last  five  years  ' — 

That  is,  vitiiin  the  thirty  years—  | 

"  we  have  enjoyed  an  absolntely  unparalleled  ' 
oonditiantrftradefandalthonghweoanartexpeot ! 
that  tiiis  will  last  for  ever,  although  there  are  | 
some  signs  that  trade  is  not  so  brisk  as  it  was, 
still,  to  my  mind,  the  prospects  are  extnmtiy 
good,  and  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to  take  a 
penimistia  view  of  the  situation." 

This,  at  the  time  when  glass  was  gone, 
when  silk  had  disappeared,  vhen  iron  was 
going,  and  when  wool  was  threatened! 
Yes,  hnt  the  right  hon.  Gkotieman  does 
see  some  signs  of  possible  danger,  and 
liow  does  he  propose  it  should  be  met  ? — 
*'  In  order  to  keep  the  trade  we  liave  got,  in 
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fear  for  the  future,  no  fear  that  we  ahall  take 
an  iafericHr  poeitioa  to  that  of  oar  aoeeoton,  ao 
fear  that  we  shall  not  meet  competition  fnm 
whatever  quarter  it  cornea,  diat  we  shall  aoC 
meet  the  rivaliies  of  aU  the  world.** 

I  ask  the  House,  in  view  of  these  wise 
and  wmghty  words,  uttered  not  in  a 
remote  past,  but  two  years  ago,  does  not 
the  whole  of  this  movement,  as  far  as  it 
is  put  forward  in  the  sappoaed  interests 
of  domestic  trade,  assume  the  aspect  of 
a  farce?  What  has  happened  since 
January,  1902 1  Two  years  have  passed. 
The  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  himself  said  in 
his  speech  at  Liverpool  that  1902  was  one 
of  the  best  years  British  trade  had  eTtr 
known,  and  1903  is  now  known  aa  a  record 
year  in  the  whole  history  of  the  industry 
of  thisconntry.  [*'  No.**]  I  am  speaking 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  Returns,  and  yet 
we  are  now  assured  from  the  same 
quarter,  by  the  same  voice,  that  only  by 
a  fiscal  revolution,  and  by  a  return  to  the 


order  that  we  may  develt^  in  proportion  as  our  i  stalest  devices  of  protection,  can  we  pre- 


popnlation  increases,  employen  and  employed 
must  do  their  utmost,  they  must  not  go  back- 
ward, they  most  keep  alive  to  the  spirit  of  the 
times.  .  .  .  Emidoyers  have  to  bring  to  bear 
more  soientaflc  mtelligence  to  the  management 
of  their  bosineas." 

That  is  the  doctrine  of  the  pedants  and 


serve  our  decaying  trade,  and  what  w 
more,  our  dissolving  Empire.  The  ri^t 
hon.  Gentieman  would  say,  if  lie  were 
here,  that  he  Is  entitled  to  change  his 
views.  But  what  we  are  protesting 
a^inst  is  the  assumption  which  underUes 
lawyers  whose  testimony  is  scouted,  as  we  ;  his  speeches  and  those  of  many  of  h» 


know,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  other  practical  men  of  business. 
This  is  the  despised  Charlottenburg 
policy — 

"  The  old  rule  of  thumb  methods  will  not  last 
for  ever;  and  in  tiie  preaenoe" — 

Of  what  1  tarifEs  ?  not  at  all. 

'*of  the  develofnneat  of  science  abroad, 
it  is  p^ectly  certain  that  we  shall  suffer 
eerioDuy,  unless  our  manufacturers  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunities  afforded  to  them 
to  Iffing  the  highest  theoretical  knowledge  into 
ecMibmaluHi  witii  practical  expwieoce." 

Then  the  right  h&n.  Gentleman  goes  on 
to  the  workman's  side  of  the  question  and 
makes  a  complaint  of  what  he  conceives 
to  be  the  retrograde  methods  of  trades 
unions.  Here  is  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter,  which  I  adopt  as  part 
of  myargument.  Itis  the  best  statement 
of  the  case  I  have  ever  read — 

"  1   have  ventured   to  give  advice  to  the 
employers  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportuni- 
ties provided  tor  them  to  develop  tiieir  brains. 
I  venture  to  advise  the  working  classes  of  this  | 
'Comtry  also  to  take  advantage  of  their  special  { 
opportunitiee  to  develop  the  product  of  their  i 
labour.   If  these  two  conditions  are  fulfilled,  I  | 
ier  one  am  perfectly  confident  tiiat  there  is  no  i 

Mr.  Aa^uih. 


supporters,  that  because  he  has  changed 
hi.,  views,  therefore  the  facts  of  history 
and  die  rules  of  lo^  and  the  processes 
of  arithmetic  and  l^e  verylawi  of  nature 
herself  have  undergone  a  simultaneous 
and  corresponding  change .  At  the  Couiuil 
of  Constance  the  Emperor  Sigismnnd,  being 
pulled  up  for  a  false  concord  in  a  Latin 
allocution  which  he  addressed  to  the 
assembled  prelates,  made  a  reply 
which  is  bmooB  in  history — Ego  mm 
Bex  Somancnm  ft  supra  gmmmaHmm. 
I  think  that  a  somewhat  similar 
claim  is  being  made  for  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, only  his  superiority  is  alleged  to 
extend  over  a  far  wider  field  than  that 
claimed  by  the  Holy  Roman  Emperor. 

I  come  to  the  other  point  aa  to  which 
I  desire  a  little  further  light,  anditrebtes 
to  the  proposed  import  duty  of  10  per 
cent,  on  manufactures  that  come  from 
outside.  That  was  originally  proposed, 
as  we  know,  to  fill  up  the  hole  in  tiie 
revenue  which  would  be -caused  by  the 
suggested  remissions  of  taxation  on  sugar 
and  tea.  B^t^it  ^^^^ygnue  duty. 
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Why  ?  Because,  if  it  had  been,  a  corres- 
ponding Excise  duty  would  Iwve  been 
proposed  on  tiie  same  articles  mannlac- 
tnred  at  home;  in  other  words,  it  was 
avowedly  a  protective  duty.  If  there  is 
one  thing  that  is  axiomatic  in  fiscal  theory 
and  practice  it  is  this,  that  you  cannot 
combine  in  one  and  the  same  imposi- 
tion a  revenue  and  a  protective 
duty.  Just  to  the  extent  that  it  is  ^cient 
ior  one  purpose  it  is  inefficient  for 
the  other.  If  it  succeeds  in  bringing  in 
rervenne,  of  course,  it  fails  to  protect.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  it  succeeds  in  protecting, 
it  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence  that 
it  does  not  bring  in  revenue.  Every 
speaker  on  the  other  side  has  tried  to  run 
this  duty  of  10  per  cent,  both  as  one 
tiling  and  the  other.  They  have  really 
got  two  horses  running  in  dismetrtoally 
opposite  directions,  and  they  must  elect 
on  which  saddle  they  will  sit.  I  was 
surprised  that  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech  the  other  night, 
suggested  that  the  late  Liberal 
Cabinet  were  prevented  from  pro- 
testing against  the  protective  character 
of  tiiis  proposed  duty  because  we  had 
assented  to  an  import  duty  of  6  per 
cent,  in  the  Indian  tariff.  Was  that  a 
protective  duty?  Had  my  right  hon. 
friend  when  he  made  that  charge,  which 
is  not  very  relevant  to  any  question  ui 
this  debate,  read  the  despatch  from  the 
Government  of  India  on  22nd  October  last, 
included  in  the  Papers  lately  presented 
to  the  House  t  I  will  read  tike  words 
of  the  Gh>vernment  of  India — 

"  In  respect  of  imports  the  Indian  tariff,  as 
yoQ  are  aware,  vith  one  or  two  unimportant 
exoep(i(Hi8,  impows  duties  purely  (or  revenue 
poipoBee.  It  u  entirely  free  from  any  trace  of 
prexermce  and  any  protective  intention." 

Neithw  in  fact  nor  in  intention  is  it 
protective. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Warwick  and  Leamington);  My  state- 
ment was  made  entirely  with 
reference  to  a  remark  made  by  the  right 
bon.  Member  for  the  Montrose  Bur^, 
that  ^in  agreeing  with  Mr.  Charles  Booth 
that  <in  all-round  6  per  cent,  duty  was 
a  pcesible  matter  for  discussion  at  any 
rate,  I  subjected  myself  to  be  called  a 
protectionist.  I  said  that  inasmuch  as 
iihat  was  the  Indian  fiscal  system  the 


ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  and  all  his  colleagaes 
were  subject  to  the  same  imputation. 

♦Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That  is  exactly  what 
is  not  the  case,  and  this  can  be  shown  by 
a  very  simple  test.  Will  Mr.  Charles 
Booth,  or  my  right  hon.  friend,  in  so  far 
as  he  adopts  his  scheme,  agree  to  the 
imp<»ition  of  a  corresponding  Excise 
duty  on  all  articles  produced  in  this 
country  on  which  the  6  per  cent,  import 
duty  is  imposed  1  That  is  a  fair  test. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  It  is  only 
on  cotton. 

*Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  recommend  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  read  the  despatch;  he 
will  find  idl  the  information  there.  Cotton 
is  the  most  important,  but  there  are 
many  others.  I  wish  to  ask  one  or  two 
questions  with  reference  to  this  10  per 
cent,  import  duty.  Is  it  intended  to 
apply  to  colonial  as  weU  as  to  foreign 
products  ?  Is  it  intended  to  be  an  equal 
preference  for  all  industries  here  oi  a 
privilege  only  for  some  ?  Agrtoultnre 
cannot  gain  any  benefit  from  it  at  all. 
What  about  the  cotton  trade  ?  We  manu- 
facture here  every  year,  partly  for  export 
and  partly  for  the  home  market, 
£100,000,000  of  cotton  goods.  Our  im- 
ports are  £5,000,000.  What  about  (he 
shipbuilding  trade,  and  the  building 
trade,  which  employs  1,000,000  of  work- 
people in  this  country  f  No  one  of  these 
trades  can  derive  any  advantage  from 
import  duties,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  are  ingredients  imported  which  enter 
into  their  manufacturing  processes,  the 
cheapness  of  which  is  absolutely  vital 
to  the  successful  and  profitable  carrjring 
on  of  their  work.  Iron,  steel,  leather, 
oil,  and  floor  will  all  be  increased  in  price. 
I  say  that  this  duty  is  unintelligent  in 
conception,  unequal  in  application;  it 
protects  one  trade,  and  not  only  does  not 
protect  but  penalises  another;  and,  finally, 
as  an  instrument  of  revenue  it  can  only 
succeed  to  the  extent  in  which  it  fails  as 
an  instrument  of  protection. 

I  should  like  to  deal  now  with  a  serious 
and  interesting  argument  put  forward  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  suggested  that  our 
factory  legislation  —  legislation  for  tho. 
protecticoi  of  labour  agains^^insanitary 
conditions  — is  in<(jp^^G«it6gMeB 
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doctrine  of  free  trade,  that  it  increases  the 
cost  of  production  here,  and  therefore 
justifies  a  compensatory  protection  as 
against  other  countries.  This  is  a  very 
important  point.  What  I  wish  to  make 
perfectly  clear  is  our  position  in  this 
matter.  How  does  my  right  hon.  friend 
attempt  toshow^  anyinconsistenoy  between 
the  two  things  ?  Only  by  the  assumption 
that  our  free-trade  system  is  an  affirmation 
and  that  our  factory  laws  are  a  negation 
of  some  abstract  doctrine  of  laimz  faire. 
TTiat  is  not  the  case.  The  people  of  this 
country  became  free-traders,  and  will 
continue  to  be  free-traders,  not  through 
the  preaching  of  dogma,  but  through  the 
teaching  of  experience.  I  quite  agree 
with  my  right  hon.  friend  that  some  of 
the  early  free-traders  did  not  recognise  the 
fact  (though  it  is  a  great  mistake  to 
suppose  that  Lord  Ashley  was  supported 
by  protectionists  only) ;  but  the  real  fact 
is  that  our  factory  legislation  and  our 
free  -  trade  system  are  the  proper 
complements  of  one  another.  Why? 
Because  both  are  necessary  to  prevent  an 
uneconomic,  which  means  a  wasteful, 
application  and  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ductive power  of  the  community.  Under 
protection  we  wasted  labour  and  capital 
on  making  things  which  other  people 
could  make  better;  and  under  the  old 
factory  system  of  unregulated  labour  you 
wasted  the  livee  and  strength  of  the 
moUiers  and  children  of  the  nation,  and 
by  80  doing  you  crippled  its  productive 
resources,  power  and  ccntaminated  the 
very  springs  of  its  industrial 
vitality.  It  was  the  part  of  wise  states- 
manship to  get  rid  both  of  the  one  and 
of  the  other.  But  that  is  a  question  of 
principle.  Let  us  look  at  the  practical 
application.  Does  it,  as  my  right  hon. 
friend  assumes,  increase  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction )  I  absolutely  deny  it.  On  the 
contrary,  I  assert,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
borne  out  by  the  experience  of  every 
civilised  country,  that  the  workman  is  a 
more  efficient  productive  instrument, 
that  he  does  a  larger  quantity  of  good 
work  in  a  given  time,  if  he  works  under 
sanitary  conditions,  with  an  adequate 
provision  of  light,  air,  and  ventilation, 
and  with  proper  safeguards  against  the 
risk  of  injury  from  machinery  and  other 
causes.  I  say  that  if  the  children  are 
sent  to  school — as,  thank  Heaven,  they 
are  now— in  their  tender  years,  instead 
Mr.  Atqv^h, 


of  being  sent  to  the  factory  ;  if  the  girla 
and  women  who  work  are  compelled  to 
observe  the  special  precautions  proper  to 
their  sex — I  say  that  the  extrti  expense 
involved  is  more  than  repaid  by  a 
sounder,  more  robust,  and  more  intelli- 

fent  industrial  population.  My  right 
on.  friend  quotes  a  pasaiage  from  a  speech 
of  mine  in  which  I  pointed  out  that  the 
German  workman  works  longer  hours  at 
lower  wages,  and  with  an  inferior  standard 
of  comfort  to  our  own  population.  That  is 
perfectly  true.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  Jy> 
factory  system.]  That  interruption  shows 
with  how  much  knowledge  the  hon. 
Member  speaks.  The  factory  code  in 
Germany  is  more  elaborate  than  our  own ; 
and  the  real  reason  for  the  inferior 
position  of  the  German  workman  is  not  a 
Tiad  factory  code,  but  protection — the 
shutting  out  of  the  free  influx  of  imports 
and  the  partial  closing  of  the  door  of  the 
open  market,  which  raises  the  cost  of 
living,  and  therefore  cuts  down  the  real 
remuneration  of  labour.  While  I  have 
listened  to  this  discussion  I  have  thought 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  force  in  the 
suggestion  put  forward  somewhere  that 
we  should  put  tocether  as  an  endorine 
monument  or  the  debate  a  shmrt  manu^ 
of  protection  for  beginners,  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  which  shomd  be  taken  from  the 
speeches  of  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  the  illustrations  from  the  speeches  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  In 
odd  moments  I  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
struct for  mj'self  one  or  two  pages  of  thia 
imaginary  catechism,  and  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House  I  will  give  a  few- 
extracts — 

The  fir8tqa«8tioa  is,  "  What  is  free  tradet  " 
And  the  answer  is  "  A  Shibboletii."  "By  whom 
waa  it  invented  ?  "  "By  one  Adam  Smith,  s  pro- 
fessor, who  had  probably  never  set  foot  in  a  fac- 
tory in  his  life,  A  later  writer,  Carlyle,  is  a 
much  safer  guide."  "  How,  then,  did  it  oome  to 
be  adopted  as  part  of  the  policy  <k  this  coontiy  T" 
"  Through  the  machinauMiB  of  a  nuddto-^M 
ooDBpiraoy  headed  by  one  Cobdeo,  whose  main 
object  was  to  lower  the  wages  of  laboor." 
"How  has  the  superstition  managed  to  snrrive!" 
"  Because  there  are  people  simple  enough  and 
short-sighted  eoough  to  imagine  that  inloreign 
trade  it  is  well  to  receive  more  than  you  give.'" 
"  Can  you  give  a  practical  illustration  of  aii  T'* 
"Since  the  year  1860  the  imports  into  the 
United  Kingacun  have  exceeded  Uie  exports, 
according  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Betoms  l>y  no 
less  than  £4,000,000.000  stcorliog."  "  What  does 
that  mean  T  Tranalate  it  into  terms  of  wages 
and  employment"  "Roughly  speaking,  the 
loss  in  wages  to  Brituh  wortnnen  is 
«2.000.000,000  ^M^^^IS^^^'^ 
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It  is  a  traism  to  say  that  any  Minister 
may  at  any  time  come  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to  ask  their  assent  to  any 
measure,  leewlative,  administrative,  or 
fiscal,  for  which  he  has  a  producible  and 
provable  case.  But  it  is  said  that  this 
power  is  dormant  or  ia  unavailable  in 
fiscal  policy  owing  to  inveterate  tradition. 
But  is  it  t  This  House  was  elected  in 
1900.  Will  anyone  pretend  that  it  was 
part  of  the  mandate  given  by  the  electors 
in  1900  to  make  any  change  of  any  sort 
or  kind  in  our  fiscal  system  f  But  what 
have  we  done  1  In  the  year  1902,  without 
any  mandate  or  demand  for  further  powers, 
we  imposed  what  many  of  us  believe 
to  be  a  protective  duty  on  corn,  in  direct 
\'iolation  of  our  fiscal  traditions  for  many 
ycArs  past.  And  in  1 903  we  took  the  longest 
and  strongest  step  that  has  ever  been 
taken  in  the  direction  of  this  policy  of 
retaliation  in  the  shape  of  the  Sugar 
Convention.  In  the  face  of  these  facts 
patent,  recent,  and  notorious,  how  can, 
any  one  say — if  a  case  can  be  made. out 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  majority  of  the 


escaped  rain  ?"  "  By  the  many  of  Fzoridenne." 
"And  howArewetosetonradTeBrf^tl"  "We 
most   wait  for  the   Retort  of  ^the  Tariff 

Commianon." 

I  ask,  is  that  a  caricatun  of  the 
argaments  that  have  been  nsedl  [Cries 
of"No,no!"]  1  =zt 

As  to  this  topic  of  retaliation,  there 
are  some  Glentlemen,  I  gather,  who 
are  going  to  absolve  themselves 
selves  from  the  duty  of  voting  for  the 
Amendment  because  they  fancy  that  they 
VAii  discern  in  the  official  policy  of 
retaliation  some  form  of  fiscal  change 
which  would  not  involve  a  return  to  pro- 
tection. The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bristol  said  pointedly  that  he  was  going 
to  support  retaliation  because  it  was  a  step 
in  the  opposite  direction  to  protection,  j 
I  ^cy  that  nine  out  of  every  ten  of  those 
who  support  retaliation  will  be  those  who  \ 
support  it  because  they  thiuk  it  is  the 
first  and  a  long  step  on  the  road  towards 
protection.  We  are  entitled  to  come  to  ; 
close  quarters  with  the  Qovemment  on 


this  subject  of  retaliation.  Hitherto  they  ;  House  of  Commons ;  and  I  think  a  bad 
have  avoided  all  intelligible  explanation .  ^^s  made  out  in  both  those  in- 
on  a  two-fold  plea— first,  the  absence  of  I  stances— that  the  Government  have  not  at 
the  Pnme  Minister,  upon  which  I  think  i  jhis  moment  every  power  that  any  consti- 
no  more  need  be  aaid  ;  and.  «condly,  the  _  ^^^^^^^  Minister  could  require  ?  I  mnst 
of    Mr.  Gladstone.  ,  ^  ^^^^  specific  answer  than  we 

have  yet  got  to  the  question  put  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position on  the  first  nij^t  of  the  session 
— If  you  are  not  satisfied  with  that 
pow6r,  that  is  to  say,  the  power  of  dealing 
ad  hoc  ^vith  the  question  as  it  arises, 
subject  to  the  assent  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  what  is  tike  character  of  the 
new  powers  with  which  yon  propose  to 
clothe  yourselves  ?  They  must  take  the 
form  01  some  kind  of  general  I^;islatioQ — 
it  may  be  subject  to  restrictions;  Idi 
not  Imow  what — but  that  general  legis- 
lation, if  it  is  to  be  ^ectively  and 
practically  worked  for  the  objects  which 
the  Government  profcas  to  have  in  view, 
will  have,  sooner  or  later,  to  take  tiie 
form  which  it  has  taken  in  every  foreign 


supposed  example 
Mr.  Gladstone  is  said  to  have  declined  to 
disclose  in  advance  some  of  the  particulars 
in  his  Home  Rule  Bill,  especially  the 
position  which  the  Irish  Members  were  to 
hold.  I  can  speak  freely  in  this 
matter,  because  I  was  one  of  those  who 
strongly  urged  upon  Mr.  Gladstone 
publicly  that  he  should  make  the  dis- 
closure. But  to  compare  that  with  the 
situation  of  to-day  is  to  make  an 
enormous  draft  on  the  credulity  of  this 
House.  The  real  analogy  would  have 
been  if  Mr.  Gladstone  had  asked  for  a 
mandate  for  Home  Rule,  without  savin 
whether  he  meant  to  apply  it  to  Irelan 
or  to  Scotland.  I  will  ask  the  right  hon. 
GentiMnan  who  is  to  follow  me  two 
questions.  First,  what  ia  the  nature  and 
what  are  the  limits  of  the  power  which 


the  Govemnent  are  going  to  ask  the  [  proteotionist  country — of  placing  in  the 


country  to  confer  on  them  %  And, 
secondly,  what  is  the  kind  of  use  which 
they  contemplate  making  of  the  power 
so  conferred  ?  The  first  is  a  constitu- 
tional, and  the  second  is  an  economic 
question ;  and  a  plain  answer  to  both 
is  essential  to  a  clear  understand- 
ing of  tiie  subjACt.  First  as  to  the  power. 
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hands  of  the  Executive  a  maximum  and  a 
minimum  tarifi  and  allowing  it  to  apply 
the  one  or  the  otiw  according  to  the 
oiioamstances  oi  tJie  case.  We  want  to 
know  whether  that  is  tiie  proposal  which 
the  Government  are  j  going  to[sttbmit  to 


the  House. 
3  C 


The, 
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What  use  axe  yon  going  to  make  of  tiiis 
power  ?   I  want  to  have  presented,  what 

we  have  not  yet  had,  an  actual  concrete 
case.  We  hear  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
conceivable  cases,  of  outrageous  in- 
justice and  80  forth ;  I  want  an  actual 
concrete  case.  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man give  me  such  a  case  ?  Let  him  give 
me  an  outrageous  duty  in  existence  now. 
Tell  me  by  whom  it  is  imposed;  whethra 
it  is  dincted  primarily  or  specially 
against  us,  or  only  against  us  in 
common  with  all  the  other  coun- 
tries in  the  world  with  whom 
the  country  imposing  thedu^  is  in  actual 
or  possible  competition.  Tell  me  what 
is  die  line  your  reprisal"  are  going  to 
tain  ?  Are  they  to  be  only  against  the 
commodity  which  the  duty  in  question 
favoniB,  or  are  they  to  be  against  the 
whole  import  trade  of  the  country  im- 
posing it  ? 

There  is  this  question  of  dumping. 
How  are  you  going  to  deal  with  dumping! 
Take  the  case  of  inm,  which  was  taken 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Is  it  onty  against  dumped  iron — that  is, 
iron  sold  here  at  a  lower  price  than  in 
the  country  of  origin — that  you  are  going 
to  retaliate  ?  If  so,  you  may  go  great 
lengths ;  for  let  us  never  forget  that  it  is 
of  tile  essence  of  protection  to  sell  dear 
at  home  and  cheap  abroad.  How  are 
you  going  to  find  out  whether  it  is 
dumped  or  not  ?  Are  you  going  to  put 
your  retaliatory  duty  on  all  goods  which 
are  sold  here  cheaper  than  they  are  sold 
in  the  country  in  which  they  are  pro- 
duced ?  Are  yon  going  to  put  it  on,  even 
although  the  dumptng  may  be  the  result 
of  the  temporary  action  of  a  syndicate 
or  combination  of  prodooers,  or  are  yon 
<mly  going  to  put  it  on  when  there  is  a 
direct  bounty  given  in  tiie  country  of 
origin  ?  And  in  that  case,  let  me  ask, 
are  you  going  to  discriminate  between 
our  Colonies  and  foreign  oonntoies  1 

I  apologise  to  the  House  forenumerat- 
ing  such  a  series  of  dry  and  technical 
questions,  bat  they  are  the  practical 
questions  upon  which  the  political  wisdom 
and  fiscal  efficacy  of  retaliation  really  de- 
pend. I  venture  to  point  out  once  more 
— as  has  been  pointed  out  by  many  hon. 
Members  who  have  preceded  me — first, 
that  in  point  of  fact  the  countries  which 

Mr.  Asqwik. 


have  the  power  of  retaliation,  and  we 
have  not  fared  any  better  tlian  tmankrm 

in  dealing  with  protected  markets: 
secondly,  that  you  cannot  effectarely 
carry  out  your  policy  of  retaliation,  as 
was  admitted  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  against  our  most  serious 
competitors,  or  some  of  them — certainty 
not  against  the  Uni^  States  of  America 
— unless  you  tax  both  food  and  raw 
materials;  and,  tiiirdly,  tiiat,  as  all 
experience  shows,  the  duty  which  b^ios 
by  being  retaliatory  and  proTisional 
almost  invariably  ends  by  being  pn>> 
tective  and  permanent.  I  shoald  like 
before  I  oonchide  to  give  one  iUnstzatioo 
to  the  House  of  the  spirit  in  which  it 
appears  to  me  this  power  of  retsJIiaticB 
is  likely  to  be  used  if  entonsted  'to  the 
present  Cktvemment.  I  ooold  take 
many,  but  I  will  take  by  way  of  ilhutn- 
tion  some  words  which  fell  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  at  Edinbur^  in  tlte  month 
of  November  last,  the  most  ranarkaUe 
speech  that  I  have  read  in  the  whole  of 
this  discussion.  First  of  all — it  ia  not 
exactly  the  point,  bat  it  is  interesting  to 
note — the  right  hon.  Gentleman  depre- 
cated the  magnitude  of  our  forcago 
investments.  He  said  that  they  were  a 
sign  of  indostml  decay.   Why  ? 

"  In  this  country," 
he  said, 

"anv  man  with  £10.000  or  £20,000  wonM 
hardly  ever  dream  of  natting  it  into  aaj 
iodnstrial  eDterprise  at  all.** 

I  wonder  how  we  manage  to  Uve. 

"Wfa&t  does  he  do?  He  mvesta  it  abrow). 
believing  that  it  ia  not  safe  to  inveat  it  at 

home." 

That  is  pretty  serious,  but,  serioiu  as  it 
is,  it  is  nothing  to  the  tiagiocoiueqiiences 
which  the  ri^t  hon.  (Gentleman  has 

discovered  to  flow  from  the  glat  of 
imports.    Let  me  read  this  passage — 

"  Great  Britain,  after  sixty  years  of  unmiti- 
eated  free  imports  was  a  jiood  place  for  drcoi*^ 
bat  let  them  not  mistake  ' 

I  ask  particular  attrition  to  thea^  words 

"  let  them  not  mistake  tiie  oontentedliillaby  of 
the  surfeited  consomer  for  tiia  busy  amrmiir  of 
the  working  hive." 

Well,  in  all  the  rhetoric  of  tiie  recess, 
copious  and  variegated  as  it  has  been, 
this  sentence  seems  to  me  to  be  a  gem 
that  scintillates  with  unique  and  incom- 
parable radiance.  "  The  contented  loUaby 
of  the  surfei|^s«»^iiiBAgl(!}gktiMrt  from 
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the  oontezt  the  Honae  mt^t  perhaps 
imagine  that  this  was  the  picturesque 
description  by  a  spfcial  reporter  of  the 
state  of  things  wluch  prevail  when  the 
loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  are  proposed  at 
the  conclusion  of  a  civic  banquet.  No, 
it  is  a  description  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  of  the  condition  of  British  trade  in 
the  year  1 903 .  ' '  The  busy  murmur  of  the 
working  hive ! "  It  is  to  be  found  ap- 
parently only  in  countries  with  a  scientific 
tariff,  while  we  here,  we  poor  Englishmen 
and  Scotchmen  and  Iridunen,  with  our 
lamentable  and  pertinaoioos  excess  of 
imports  over  czp<»:t8»  we  ore  a  nation  of 
drones,  feeding  idly  upon  the  honey 
which  is  benevolently  and,  I  presume, 
gratuitously  provided  for  us  by  the  eocen- 
trie  foreigner.  What  does  it  all  mean  1 
Is  this  House,  is  this  country,  going 
to  (put  the  weapon  of  retaliation 
into  the  handb  of  gentlemen  like 
the  Chief  Secretary,  who  tiiink  our 
foreign  investments  a  proof  of  domestic 
insecurity,  and  who  regard  the  magni* 
tude  of  our  imports  as  the  measure 
of  our  industrial  lethargy  1  But  every 
argument  which  the  n^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  many  of  his  colleagues  have 
nwd,  when  it  ccanes  to  be  analysed  and 
examined,  is  seen  to  be  an  argument  not 
for  retaliation,  not  for  any  halfway  house, 
not  for  any  intermediate  step,  bat  for 
full-blown  and  uncompromising  protec- 
tion. 

This  Ammdment  of  my  tig^t  hon. 
friend  raises  a  dear  issue.  It  condemns 
any  return  to  protective  duties,  and,  in 
face  of  the  language  of  Ministers  which  I 
have  read  and  criticised,  can  any  one  say 
that  such  a  declaration  by  the  House  of 
Commons  is  not  opportune  and  indeed 
urgent  1  For  an^^t  I  know  we  are  going 
to'uight — I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Chief  Secretary  or  tJie  Home  Secretary 
is  to  be  the  transfcrming  hand — we 
are  going  to  have  another  tilt  of 
the  see-saw,  possibly  renewed  assur- 
ances of  the  unshaken  devotion  of 
the  Govenmnent  to  the  principles  of 
free  trade.  Sir.  I  venture  to  say  to  the 
House  tiiat  tJie  question  whether  the 
present  Ministers  an  safe  custodians  of 
the  citadel  of  free  trade  is  a  question 
which  cannot  be  settled  by  the  utterances 
of  perturbed  and  bewildered  Ministers  tr 
the  throes  of  -  a  ^ailiamentary  crisis « 


Ton  must  look  to  their  whole  conduct 
and  attitude  since  the  controversy  was 
raised  nine  months  ago— the  period  of 
unsettled  convictions,  the  so-called 
inquiry,  the  Prime  Minister's  benedicticHi 
to  the  departing  missionary,  the  open 
patronage  which  has  been  extended  to 
the  propaganda  of  the  autunm,  the  pro- 
mises which  have  been  given  even  in  this 
debate  of  electoral  support  to  itsadherents. 
I  submit  to  iJie  House  that  it  is  not  to 
such  hands  as  these  that  the  fortunes  of 
free  trade  can  safely  be  committed.  For 
my  part  I  think  that  the  Qovemment 
have  been  goil^  of  the  vulgar  error  of 
being  too  clever  by  half.  They  have 
played,  or  tried  to  play,  a  game  which  in 
the  long  run  never  succeeds  with  the 
people  of  this  country,  a  game  of 
manoeuvre  and  mystification.  Ever 
since  last  May  they  have  been  trifling 
with  the  nation,  just  as  to-ni^t  they 
are  trying  to  trifle  with  Ihe  House  of 
Commons.  What  i^  to  now  has  been 
the  resnlt  <^  a  poli(r^  so  alien  to  the  best 
traditions  of  our  public  life?  One  has 
only  got  to  look  opposite  to  see — a  dis- 
credit>ed  Ministry  and  a  divided  Party. 
The  coun^  is  showing  by  evidence 
which  cannot  be  misinterpreted — the  last 
instalment  came  no  later  than  two  days 
ago  from  a  hitherto  impr^nable  strong- 
hold of  Toryism — the  country  Is  showing 
that  it  realises  that  in  this  matter  there 
is  one  issue  and  only  one.  the  issue 
between  free  trade  upon  the  one  side  and 
protection  upon  the  other.  That  issue  is 
presented  to  thb  House  to>n^t;  let  it 
by  its  vote  anticipate  the  vwdict  of  the 
nation. 

*Tbb  CHIBF  SBCRETART  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wthdham,  Dover):  Before 
the  speech  was  delivered  to  which  I  have 
to  reply,  a  request  was  made  to  me  by  my 
hon.  fnend  the  Member  for  Durham  with 
which  I  can  very  easily  comply— namely, 
that  I  should  not  be  ingenious  and  clever 
in  my  reply.  I  shall  speak  directiy^on 
the  subject  which  I  believe  to  be  before 
this  House,  and  I  draw  the  attention  of 
my  hon.  friend  to  the  fact  that,  whatever 
else  it  may  have  been — eloquent  and 
forcible  as  his  speeches  always  are — the 
sneech  to  which  we  have  just  listened 
jfrom  the  right  hon.  On^^eman  was 
chiefly  characterised' ^mfe^^^Q^^ 
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by  ita  mgennity,  wiHi  lie  pnzpose,  ably 
iollowed  from  start  to  finish,  of  diawing 
me  away  from  answering  the  reqaest 
made  to  me  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  of 
distracting  the  attention  of  my  hon. 
friend  from  the  issue  which  is  before  the 
House,  and  of  putting  into  everybody's 
mind  the  idea  that  we  are  debating  the 
merits  of  protection  against  free  trade. 
He  dismissed  the  Amendment  in  tbe 
opening  sentence,  and  towards  tbe  close 
of  his  speech  he  culled  perhaps  a  too 
gaudy  flower  of  rhetoric  which  decorated 
one  of  my  own  deliverances.  I  am  not, 
however,  gcnng  to  be  drawn  into  repeat- 
ing or  defending  speeches  which  T  have 
made  [Ironical  Oppobitios  cheers],  and  I 
am  not  to  be  deterred  by  ironical  cheers 
from  speaking  as  a  Minister  for  my 
colleagues  in  definition  and  in  defence 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government.  I 
repudiate  altogether  the  absurd  inter- 
pretation which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  placed  on  my  Edinbur^  speech.  Are 
we  to  be  debarred  from  remarking  on  the 
emigration  of  British  capital?  Why, 

Mill  himself  puts  it  in  the  very  forefront 

of  his  chapter  on  the  taxation  of  com- 
modities, and  points  out  as  one  matter 

which  ought  to  be  considered  in  any 

inquiry  into  the  working  of  taxation  that 

with  low  profits  the  tendency  of  British 

capital  will  be  more  and  more  to  go  into 

foreifpi  investments  or  to  be  swept  away, 

and  he  prophesied  that  that  would  be  the 

future  tendency.    I  do  not  accept  the 

interpretation  placed  by  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  on  my  Edinburgh  speech,  or 

on  many  speeches  which  have  been  made 

in  tbis  House ;  but  what  has  become  of 

the  anxiety  of  the  mover  of  this  Amend- 
ment for  British  trade  1   The  right  hon. 

and  learned  Member  at  an  earlier  period 

of  his  speech  invited  me  if  I  followed  him 

10  defend,  not  only  the  policy,  but  tbe 

speeches  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 

Ifember  for  West  Birmingham  and  he 

quoted  a  speech  of  two  years  ago— I  only 

toiu^  np<m  these  qtiestions  because  he 

made  it  a  pmnt  against  the  (Jovemment 

— and  aslffid  us,  "When  did  you  become 

uneasy  over  the  state  of  British  Trade?" 

T  will  take  up  that  point.  I  will  give 

another  quotaticm  out  of  that  speech,  and 

b^  my  hon.  friends  tolisten  to  it — 


1392 


"We  are  face  to  face  witli  a  tremendous  and 
Btrenuous  oompeti  lion ;  we  have  to  hold  onr  own 
agsjnst  other  natioafl,  not  too  friendly  i  and  it 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


U  for  ua  a  first  neoeanty  that  we  should  fiod 
new  markets  and  develop  them,  and  that  ve 
shoold  keep  open  old  markets.  If  oMiernalioBi 
were  as  liWtHl  as  we  a»  in  onr  «hiuiicr»1 
raiaticms  the  harden  would  be  maeh  lew." 

Is  there,  I  ask,  any  jnstafication  for  t3w 
view  which  the  right  h<m.  Member  has 
tried  to  impose  upon  the  tntelHgaice  of 
my  hon.  friends  that  we  have  r&iaed  Ais 
question  as  a  mere  electioneering  cut, 
and  that  we  are  not  deeply  concerned  ia 
the  future  prospects  (A  British  trade! 
The  policy  at  tiie  Government — and  I 
had  better  state  it  in  a  mannw  which  I 
think  befits  the  statement  of  a  policy  not 
before  the  countey,  but  announoed  a$ 
being  the  policy  which  the  Government 
will  submit  to  the  electorate,  that  is  tossy 
in  its  broad  outIinee,bnt  without  an  j  doubt 
in  the  terms  which  I  use  or  any  poasibility 
of  the  words  I  use  being  sasceptible  of 
doubtful  interpretation.  TheGovemmoii 
does  ask  this  country  that  we  should 
resume  die  freedom  of  negotiation  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  commereial  advao 
tages,  which  as  a  matto*  of  historic  bet  has 
not  been  in  the  hands  of  any  Gtovenunen: 
since  the  year  1860.  We  say  that,  in  the 
event  of  such  negotiations  provixig  abor- 
tive, there  must  be  an  elTective  sanction 
hind  those  negotiations,  we  say  that  thtt 
sanction  ought  not  to  be  used  and  wii. 
not  be  used  by  us  except  subject  to  the 
effective  control  of  the  House  of  Commoo^ 
over  the  financial  policy  of  this  countrr 
We  also  add  that  it  should  be  libermteti 
from  the  rigour  of  traditional  restricrion 
which  has,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  strangleti 
every  diplomatic  effort  we  have  made 
and  notoriously  prevented  a  commercial 
arrangement  with  France,  to  effect  which 
M.  L6on  Say  came  to  this  country  a» 
Ambassador  in  1880.  What  ground  hare 
the  Government  advanced  for  asking  thtt 
this  new  departure  should  be  made  1  Th« 
first  reason  which  we  have  advanced  is 
that  there  is  a  growing  uneasiness  over 
the  condition  of  British  trade  in  relatioo 
to  the  trade  of  other  countries.  Are  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  free  from  sny  anxiety 
upon  that  score  ?  Why  does  the  mover  of 
this  Amendment  abide  in  this  House  by 
words  which  he  has  used  in  the  countn" 
and  still  say,  as  I  believe  he  does,  that  it 
is  a  matter  of  vital  necessity  to  us  that 
other  countries  should  come  round  to  the 
policy  of  the  open  door  1  Are  we  to 
attach  no  imptntanM^to  the  i  act !  I  am 
taunted  byi^ci|^u3lP^»leman  who 
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has  juBt  spoken  with  attaching  no  im- 

Strtance  to  the  imports  which  come  into 
reat  Britain.  There  is  no  foundation 
for  such  a  taunt,  but  if  we  are  not  only  to 
accept  the  speeches  made  from  hon. 
Members  opposite,  but  to  take  note  also 
of  the  reception  with  which  certain 
remarks  have  met,  we  might  say  they 
think  that  exports  from  this  coimtry  are 
of  no  value  to  this  country.  Look  at  the 
^avesty  of  argoment  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemua  has  thought  fit  to  indoke. 
It  is  a  fact  diat  the  average  value  of  the 
exports  per  head  of  this  country  haa  not 
risen  in  recent  years.  It  is  a  fact  that 
by  comparison  with  other  countries, 
if  we  look  more  particularly  to  the 
export  of  manufactured  articles,  we  can 
show  for  this  country  no  elasticity  at 
all  comparable  with  that  which  has  been 
exhibited  by  other  countries.  It  is  a  fact, 
if  we  look  at  the  distoibution  of  the 
exports  from  this  country,  that  they  are 
suffering  because  of  hostile  tarifis.  That 
is  asserted  in  the  Blue-book  to  which  so 
much  reference  has  been  made.  Upon 
page  16  of  that  Blue-book  occur  the 
words — 

"  There  cm  be  no  rloabt  m  to  the  effect  of 
these  hostile  tariffs  in  checking  the  export 
trade  of  this  country." 

The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  declares  that 
in  my  opuiion  imports  are  of  no  value.  I 

have  never  said  anything  of  the  kind.  Im- 
ports are  of  enormous  value.  In  that  very 
speech  at  Edinburgh  I  took  pride  in  the 
amount  of  our  imports,  but  what  I  did 
say  was  that  if  the  amount  of 
our  imports  continued  to  increase 
that  was  no  consolation  for  stagnation 
and  lack  of  elasticity  in  our  exports. 
I  held  then,  and  hold  now,  and  the 
Government  hold*  that  it  is  not  wise  to 
look  only  to  returns  from  your  invest- 
ments abroad,  and  because  they  are  great, 
and  you  are  glad  they  are  great,  to  take 
no  account  of  this  lack  of  rebound  and 
lack  of  progress  in  your  export  trade. 
Then  it  is  legitimate,  holding  that 
view  —  the  view  which  has  been 
announced  only  recently  by  the  Dake  of 
Devonshire,  who  said — 

**  The  existing  tariffs  of  other  nations  have 
inflicted,  and  do  inflict,  great  iiqnriea  apon 
some  of  OUT  feUow-citizeos  " — 

to  look  for  a  remedy  ?  Is  the  remedy  which 
we  advocate  of  too  drastic  a  character  for 
the  difficulties  with  which  this  country  is 
confronted?    I  recoUeot  very  weU  a 


ugnificant  critioism  that  was  passed  upon 
the  late  Lord  Salisbury  for  having  failed 
to  protect  the  ootton  trade  of  this 
country  with  Madagascar.  At  diat  time 
the  value  of  our  ootton  exports  to 
Madagascar  fell  in  consequence  of  the 
French  annexation  from  £116,000  to 
£6,000  worth.  Lord  Salisbury  was 
criticised  because  that  result  had  not 
been  averted.  How  could  it  have  been 
averted?  By  diplomatic  representa- 
tions? If  they  had  &iiled  the  sanction 
in  that  case  would  be  -war.  May  not  a 
similar  object  be  sought  by  diplomatao 
negotiations,  and  must  not  those  nego- 
tiations have  a  sanction, — not  vaa 
terrible  sanction  of  war,  but  tlie  sanction 
of  imposing  some  duties  upon  imports 
from  other  countries  which  will  make 
them  realise  that  we  are  entitled  to  some 
consideration  at  their  hands  1  I  welcome 
this  debate  chiefly  because  it  has  revealed 
the  fact  that  there  is  already  a  deep  line 
of  demarcation  between  hon.  Gentiemen 
opposite  and  those  of  us  who  sit  upon 
these  Benches.  What  is  their  attitude 
towards  the  injuries  which  have  been 
inflicted  on  the  trade  of  this  country, 
and  what  is  their  attitude  towards  the 
remedy  we  recommend  to  the  country  ? 
Do  they  think  it  suitable  to  the  occasion 
to  call  any  Member  who  speaks  from  this 
Bench  a  protectionist  if  he  recites  the 
faots  and  tiie  figiues  which  could  alone 
justify  the  pessimism  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  this  Amendment  ? 
They  avoid,  except  in  the  concluding 
words  of  the  speech  to  which  we  have 
just  listened,  any  criticism  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  and  almost  exclu- 
sively confine  th^  attacia  to  the  policy 
which  has  been  promulgated  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Memberfor  West  Birming- 
ham. I  was  asked  in  a  speech  delivered 
this  afternoon  to  state  categorically  what 
are  my  views  on  a  10  per  cent, 
duty  all  round,  or  an  average  duty 
of  10  per  cent.  That  is  no  part  of 
the    policy  of  tiie  Govemment. 

Sir,  almost' the  only  speech  which  has  in 
the  course  of  this  debate  been  directed  to 
attacking  the  policy  of  the  Government 
was  the  speech,  the  very  able  and  witty 
speech,  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Carnar- 
von. It  opened  witii  a  c(^8cating  shower 
of  jests,  but  it  was  the  only  roeech  really 
I  delivered   against  di jlMd  bpVUc^O^lQie 


1395       King's  Sjteech  {Motion  {COMMONS 


for  an  Addi-esi).  1396 


GoTemment,  and  it  was  not  a  critioism 
of  the  speeches  of  those  who  have  left 
the  Government;  but  when  he  came  to 
the  poUcy  oi  retaliation  his  objection  to 
it  was  this.  If  you  bring  any  preerare  to 
heai  on  Germatay,  for  instance,  Germany 
v  ill  hit  U3  back.  We  now  sufier,  without 
naming  any  particular  country,  from 
hostile  tariffs  ranging  from  25  per  cent, 
in  the  case  of  Germany  to  75  per  cent,  in 
the  case  of  the  United  States  and  131 
per  cent,  in  the  case  of  Russia.  We 
suffer  from  Hkeae  hostile  tariffs.  We  are 
being  hit  by  them ;  and  are  we  to  be  told 
that  we  are  to  make  no  diplomatic  repre- 
sentations on  these  points  ?  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  that  part  of  his  speech 
by  saying  that  the  protectionists  are  the 
funkers.  What  is  to  be  said  of  those 
who  will  not  stand  up  for  the  interests  of 
their  fellow  -  subjects  against  another 
Power  ?  Here  is  Germany  who  will  hit 
back,  and,  indeed,  I  scarcely  exaggerate 
when  I  declare  that  we  are  being  warned 
off  even  looking  into  the  damage  inflicted 
by  these  hostile  tariffs  lest  we  should  be 
seized  with  the  temptation  to  deal  with 
them.  We  are  not  to  inquire.  We  are 
not  to  hit  back.  This  country,  in  fact, 
is  to  be  cast  in  the  dignified  r6le  of  playing 
in  a  sort  of  combination  between  running 
the  gauntlet  and  blind  man's  buff.  We 
alone  are  to  wear  the  bandage,  and  we 
are  to  accept  the  stripes.  T  agree 
that  the  policy  of  retaliation  would  be 
futile  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
like  the  hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  or 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I  agree 
in  that  because  we  can  very  well  forecast 
the  way  in  which  they  would  use  such  a 
weapon  from  the  speeches  they  have 
made  in  the  course  of  this  debate  and 
from  the  reception  given  by.  them  to 
other  speeches.  When  my  right  hon. friend 
the  Member  for  Croydon  said  that  re- 
taliation was  not  theoretically  unsonnd, 
there  was  not  a  cheer  from  the  Opposition , 
and  when  he  went  on  to  declare  that  the 
tin-plate  trade  had  been  severely  injured 
and  for  a  time  destroyed  by  hostile 
tariffs — dead  silence.  When  he  ventured 
to  apply  the  epithet  "barbarous"  to  a 
tariff  of  131  per  cent,  ad  valoi-em  against 
the  exports  of  this  country  an  uneasy 
expreasi<Hi  of  dissent  began  to  make  itself 
heard  on  the  Benches  opposite;  but 
when  he,  or,  more  notably,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  who  sits  for  Berwick,  went  on  to 
Afr.  fFyndham. 


expUin  at  great  length  that  uegotiatioiiB 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  greater  advan- 
tage were  extremely  difficult,  that 
retaliation  was  a  perplexing,  a  forbidding 
poUcy,  why  then  our  polit^l  antagoiusts 
cheered  op,  and  when  the  argument  was 
developed,  and  we  were  told  that,  even  if 
we  surmounted  those  difficulties  and  did 
apply  retaliation,  we  shoald  inflict  a 
greater  injury  on  ourselves  than  on  the 
nation  with  whom  we  were  negotiating, 
then  th^  burst  into  transports  of  joy. 
Theiefere  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
such  a  weapon  would  be  a  somewhat 
futile  equipment  in  the  hands  of  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  ri^t 
hon .  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Aberd3en, 
in  order  to  show  how  difficult  each  a 
matter  would  be  of  accomplishment, 
stated  that  no  Government  wonld,  or 
should,  move  any  duty  up  or  down — and 
I  mark  that— without  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  More  than  that,  that  it 
would  not  enter  into  any  engagements  to 
rnove  a  duty  up  or  down  without  the 
authority  of  Parliament.  Then  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  condemn  the  Cob 
den  treaty  ?  I  understand  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  no 
Government  ought  to  enter  into  any 
engagement  which  would  end  in  putting 
a  duty  up  or  down  without  the  authorisa- 
tion of  Parliament.  Now  that  is  a  very 
important  point,  and  I  take  it  up  because 
the  question  was  put  deliberately  to  me 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last.  Of  course,  a  Government  entering 
into  diplomatic  negotiati<nu  must  be  at 
liberty  to  state  what  it  will  do  in  certain 
events,  but  the  treaty  arrived  at  wiU  be 
subject  to  the  control  of  this  House  if 
the  effective  control  of  Parliament  if  the 
financial  policy  of  this  country  is  to  be 
preserved.  In  the  case  of  the  Cobdcn 
treaty  the  negotiations  took 'place  in  the 
year  before — 1869 — and  in  the  "Life  of 
Mr.  Gladstone  "  written  by  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  who  moved  the  Amendnfent 
ue  read  that  there  was  some  perturba- 
tion in  the  Cabinet  over  this  project  of 
entering  into  negotiations  for  altering 
certain  duties  without  the  knowledge  of 
Parliament.  But  these  fears  did  not 
weigh  with  the  Cabinet  of  the  day  and 
the  treaty  was  concluded,  and  what  was 
the  result?  Why,  in,  I  think,  Mr. 
Gladstone's  words,  France  per- 
suaded to  lo^e^^|^f^4uJ^5^ft.number 
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of  articles  of  ^tish  prodnction  and 
export,  and  more  eqieoiaUy  on  iron, 
which  Cobden  called  tiie  daily  bread  of 
other  industeieB.  Tf  it  was  legitimate — 
and  it  was  legitimate — in  1860  for  the 
Cabinet  without  the  knowlege  of  Parlia- 
ment to  enter  into  diplomatic  relations 
with  another  country  and  to  state  that 
it  was  the  policy  of  that  Government  to 
alter  certain  duties  and  thereby  get  a 
reduction  of  duties  on  articles  of  ^itish 
production  and  export,  is  it  illegitimate 
to-day  to  do  the  same  thing?  [Hom. 
Mbhbebs:  "No  "]  It  is  not  illegitimate. 
Then  are  we  to  understand  that  it  was 
le^timate  to  repeal  those  duties  and  that 
it  is  not  legitimate  to  say  that  unless 
you  are  met  in  a  fair  manner  you  will 
impose  duties?  Because  titat  is  what 
the  poU<^  of  the  Ooremment  proposes 
to  do.  We  shall  proceed  with  negotia- 
tions. I  may  say,  in  order  to  reply  to 
the  rig^t.  hon  Gentleman,  that  negotia- 
tions are  likely  to  be  embarrassed  if, 
before  negotiati<Mi  begins,  Ifinisters  are 
asked  to  state,  step  by  step,  all  the  argu- 
ments that  will  be  used.  Negotiations 
begin  with  nothing  more  than  a  bland 
snule  and  a  warm  welcome,  and  they  are 
embarrassed  if  any  further  indications 
are  givon;  and  certainly,  when  I  am 
epeanng  for  a  Government  which 
bialieveB  in  a  policy  of  retaliation  and 
intend  to  take  up  thatpolicyin  earnest,  I 
shall  not  be  drawn  away  by  the  questions 
of  the  r^;ht  hon.  Gentleman,  and  unfold 
to  him  an  imaginative  forecast  of  the 
exact  language  which  Lord  Lansdowne 
may  or  may  not  use  in  three  or  fonr 
years*  time  with  this  or  that  country. 

Either  [tile  [House  trusts  the  Govern- 
ment or  it  does  not  trust  the  Qovemment. 
This  is  not  a  speculative  debate  upon 
-tSie  comparative  virtues  of  free  trade  and 
vices  of  protection.  It  is  a  vote  of  no 
confidence.  We  should  be  going  very 
far  in  a  debate  on  the  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne 
if  we  came  down  to  the  House  and  stated 
what  a  poHoy'^will  include  which  is  only 
going  to  be  submitted  to  the  country  at 
the  next  general  election.  Sir,  is  it  or  is 
it  not  desirable  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  abate  the  hostile  tariffs  which 
are  imposed^against  the  exports  of  this 
country?  Isl'^that  a  matter'  of  real 
naocesnty  or  is  it  not?    A  great  many 


of  OS  arc  in  agreement,  in  closer  agree- 
ment than  mne  suppose,  upon  many 
aqteots  of  tiiis  problem.  We  axe  all 
agreed  that  this  country  must  import 
every  year  a  great  deal  of  food  and  a 
great  deal  of  raw  material.  We  are 
agreed,  not  so  clcsely,^  but  still  very 
closely,  that,  in  addition 'to  the  enormous 
money  value  of  food  and  raw  material, 
we  must  import  into  this  country  many 
appliances  for  saving  labour  and  '^many 
half-manufectnred  articles  and  so  forth, 
and  that  we  must  pay  for  these  imports. 
How  are  we  to  pay  for  them?  Very 
largely  by  oar  exports,  if  not 
wholly.  Then  we  have  to  place  our  ex- 
ports, and  having  placed  these  exports, 
being  obliged  by  the  very  geo^phical 
peciwarities  of  this  country  to  place 
these  exports  in  order  to  get  the  imports, 
is  it  or  is  it  not  a  cruel  disadvantage  to 
this  country  that  outrageous  tariffs  should 
be  imposed  against  them  ?  I  know  there 
are  fanatics  in  this  matter.  I  know  it, 
because  there  are  some  people  who  seem 
to  think  that  a  very  high  tariff  is  in  ad- 
vantage  to  the  country  against  whose 
goods  it  is  imposed — that  it  doss  so 
much  harm  to  the  country  which  puts  it 
on  as  to  be  comparatively  an  advantage 
to  the  country  on  which  it  is  impend. 
We  all  know  that  the  exporting  country 
has  to  p^  a  certain  amount  of  these 
duties.  I  have  said  there  are  some 
fanatics.  Will  theyaooept  "Mill'sStudy 
of  Polifical  Economy  **  m  a  matter  of 
that  kind  ?  He  says  tltose  are  right  who 
say  that  a  portion  of  an  export  duty  is 
paid  by  the  country  bringing  in  the  im- 
ports. That  was  his  opinion,  and  that  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Government.  Tn  any 
case,  we  believe  that  a  tariff  of  73  par  cent., 
or  25  per  cent.,  or  30  per  cent,  against 
the  articles  we  must  export  places  a  tax 
on  the  whole  of  our  community.  It  cuts 
A.o/ny  th?  profits  of  our  manufacturers, 
and  tends  to  lower  the  wages  of  the 
working  classes.  That  is  the  reason,  the 
first  reason,  which  we  advance  for  asking 
the  country  to  authorise  tiie  resnmption 
of  freedom  in  our  commenual  negotia- 
tions. But  we  have  a  second  reason, 
also  announced  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  that  was  that  the  sense  of  our  help- 
lessness was  being  borne  in  upon  our 
minds  in  the  face  of  any  repetition  of 
such   a    menace  B^,tll^@0bgte 
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dizected  to  Canada  at,  the  hands  of  the 
Qerman  Govemment. 

We  held,  and  we  do  hold,  that  the 
light  of  retalaition  will  prevent  the  repeti- 
tion of  any  such  menace.  I-have  said  what 
the  policy  of  the  Qovernment  includes. 
I  was  invited  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  ias  Doiham  to  define  our  policy 
not  onty  iDolusively  bat  ezcliurively 
and  not  to  make  a  rhetorioal  speech, 
no  one  will  accuse  me  of  doing  that — but 
to  give  a  straight  answer  to  the  straight 
question  which  he  has  put.  Well,  Sir, 
the  policy  of  the  Govemment  does  not 
incinde  taxation  for  the  men  pnrpoee  of 
foBtering  home  induBtiies  wluch  are  sub- 
jected to  legitimate  competition.  I  am 
asked  what  about  dumping.  Is  that 
legitimate  c(Hnpetition  ?  I  am  not  going 
to  make  a  speech  about  dumping,  we 
know  that  it  inflicts  a  severe  injury  upon 
many  classes  in  this  population,  we  know 
that  beyond  the  injury  it  inflicts  it 
aggravates  the  sense  of  injury;  it  ag- 
gravates the  feeling  of  antagonism 
fomented  throughout  this  country  against 
the  treatment  which  we  receive  from 
other  countries,  and  we  say.andwe  know, 
that  the  process  of  dumping  is  facilitated 
by  the  erection  of  high  tariff  walls,  and 
therefore  to  those  who  complain,  and 
naturally  and  legitimately  complain,  of 
dumping,  we  say  that  our  remedy  will 
bring  them  some  redress,  that  if  retalia- 
tion leads,  as  we  believe  it  will  lead*  to  the 
lowering  of  tariff  walls,  then  the  evil  of 
dumping  will  also  be  mitigated.  .)nd  I 
will  say  no  mote  oa  the  subject 
of  large  taxes  imposed  for  the  protection 
of  manufacturers.  It  is  not  part  of  the 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  The 
policy  of  the  G^ovemment  does  not  include 
a  preferential  system  of  trade  with  our 
colonies  involving  the  taxation  of  food  or 
raw  material. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  Does  it  exclude  t 

♦M«.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  not  playing 
with  words.  I  hear  an  hon.  Gentleman 
say  "What about  the  Colonial  Secretary  V 
I  am  stating  the  poution  of  the  Govem- 
ment upon  this  matter,  and  I  hold  that 
the  eloquent  speech  <k  my  right  hon. 
friend  stands  in  no  need  of  apology  or  of 
explanation.  He  says,  as  every  man  who 
has  spoken  from  thiK  Bench  has  said,  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  did  not 

Mr.  fFyndham. 


include  preferential  trade  witii  our 
Colonies  mvolving  taxation  of  food.  Hui 
has  been  said  by  the  Prime  Minister  a^in 
and  again  and  by  every  one  of  his 
colleagues  who  has  spoken  from  this  Bench. 
But  are  Members  therefore  not  at  Kbwty 
to  safeguard  this  country  against  the 
misinterpretation,  for  that  is  what  it 
comes  to  t  Having  to  define  our  pc^ey  I 
do  deprecate  the  use  of  any  langnage  in 
this  House  which  can  be  heard  in  our 
colonies  and,  above  all,  in  Canada,  to 
mean  that  we  are  insensible  to  what 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Wes*  Bristol  called  the  enormous 
value  of  the  sentiment  which  under- 
lies the  idea  of  colonial  preference.  I 
deprecate  the  use  of  any  such  language, 
and  I  would  even  say  to  the  right  hoc 
Gentleman  (^posite  that  I  was  sorry  to 
read  his  re^rence  to  the  so-called" 
preference  in  Canada.  He  ought  not  to 
look  such  a  gift  horse  in  the  mouth. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  was  quoting  the 
language  used  by  the  late  Colonial 
Secretuy  at  the  Conference. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  late  Col<mial  Secretary  ever 
applied  the  phrase  "  ao^salled "  to  the 
Canadian  preference,  and  what  I  refer 
to  is  the  af^lieation  of  this  epithet  to 
the  colonial  preference,  which  I  regret,  and 
which  is  liable  to  be  misinterpreted  by 
Canada.  That  preference  has  been  of 
great  value  to  trade.  Sir,  not  only  do  I 
deprecate  the  use  of  language  which 
might  be  misunderstood  in  our  Colonies,. 
but  I  say  that  we  should  also  ure  language 
which  will  avoid  any  chance  of  misap- 
prehension here,  and  if  such  a  course  was 
legitimate  in  a  Member  of  the  House  it  is 
above  all  legitimate  in  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet  who  is  pledged  to  exclude 
colonial  jfreferenoe  not  only  as  a  policr 
for  this  year  but  as  a  policy  which  it  wiu 
submit  to  the  country  at  the  next  eleotiuu 
I  am  not  therefore  to  be  drawn  into 
attacks  made  upon  my  right  hon.  friend 
for  the  speech  which  he  deUvered.  We 
are  concerned  to  lay  down  a  policy  which 
the  Govemment  will  propose  before  the 
next  election;  that  is  our  duty,  and  if  I 
may  say  so,  our  attitude  towards  colonial 
preference,  and  our  attitude  abo  conaists 
in  not  Including  in  the  policy  of  the 
Govemment,  but  in  avoiding  any  langjnu^ 
whuh  wonkC^'lS^SidtSfaj^ab^coloDUj 
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sentiment.  Well,  that  Sir,  again  will 
bring  us  to  the  deep  line  of  demarcation 
which  now,  as  a  role,  exists  between  the 
Benches  opposite  and  these  Benches.  We 
do  not  make  jokes  and  indulge  in  gibes 
about  Imperial  dnmping;  for  my  part  if 
Canada  places  goods  on  our  marlat  in  a 
manner  that  would  be  resented  if  so 
placed  by  another  country ;  I  would 
not  look  too  curiously  on  that..  I  should 
distinguish  between  the  blood  relation 
and  t^  Iroen  business  competitor.  I  should 
say  that  the  methods  of  suasion  which 
ham.  and  lig^t  htm.  Qentlemen  opposite 
advocate  for  all  countries  are  appropriate 
methods  for  brother  members  in  the 
British  Empire ;  but  that  we  at  any  rate, 
decline  to  regard  the  Colonies  as  in  all 
matters  upon  exactly  the  same  basis  as 
foreign  competitors.  If  we  talk  about  the 
Throne  and  the  Flag  tliat  is  supposed  to 
be  high-falntin*  and  rhodomontade,  but 
we  have  a  Foreign  OfBoe  for  the 
Colonies  as  well  as  ourselves,  an 
Army  and  Navy;  is  it  not  absurd  to  incur 
those  heavy  expenses  for  these  common 
services,  and  then  to  say  that  in  matters 
of  trade  you  are  only  entitled  to  treat 
your  colonies  as  foreign  competitors^  No 
preference  to  die  Colonies  inTolving  taxa- 
tion of  food  or  of  raw  materials,  but  I  hope 
now  and  ever  in  this  country  the  warmest 
possible  feeling  towards  the  Colonies, 
the  greatest  gratitude  for  the  sacrifice 
they  have  made  in  a  common  cause. 

Time  presses,  but  if  I  may  I  would 
oome  f<ff  a  moment  to  the  Amend* 
ment  which  is  hefore  us  in  order  to  con- 
sider its  real  import.  I  hope  I  have 
been  right  in  stating  the  policy  of  the 
Government ;  I  have  stated  it  with  all  the 
amplitude  which  can  reasonably  be  de- 
manded of  me,  when  I  am  dealing  not 
with  the  details  of  a  policy  which  is  not 
before  the  House,  but  with  &e  broad 
outline  and  direction  of  the  policy  which 
w  11  be  submitted  to  the  country.  I 
have  stated  it  with  all  the  precision  that 
can  be  reasonably  asked  for  if  I  am 
not  to  embarrass  the  course  of  future 
negotiation  and  discount  the  value  of 
the  sanction  which  may  be  obtained  for 
that  negotiatioiL  Consider  what  this 
Amendment  is.  Its  first  proposition  is 
a  vote  of  censure  dressed  up  to  make 
that  fact  appear  less  apparent  than  it  is. 
The  second  proposition  is  a  historical 
judgment ;  very^interesting  I  daresay  to 


historical  societies,  but  not  so  interesting 
to]  us.  The  third  proposition  is  a 
statement  of  economic  belief.  We  ace 
not  the  Cobden  Club.  The  first  pro- 
position and  the  first  alone  contains 
a  censure ;  it  throws  ,upon  us  the 
onus  of  destroying  and  impairing  th» 
value  of  contributions  which  hon. 
Qentlemen  would  otherwise  make  to 
the  discussion  of  the  Budget  which 
they  have  not  seen  and  which  they 
know  on  the  word  of  the  Prime  Minister 
will  deviate  by  not  one  jot  from  the 
settled  condition  and  practice  of  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century.  It  is  absurd  ta 
ask  us  to  consider  that  Amendment  in  any 
other  light  than  as  a  blow  aimed  at  the 
heart  of  the  Unionist  Party.  Let  my 
hon.  friends  really  gauge  the  proposal, 
which  is  a  most  ridiculous  proposal ;  we 
are  told  that  only  one  of  two  courses  is 
consonant  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
His  Majesty's  Ministers ;  the 
alternative  course  consistent  with  their 
honour  and  dignity  is  to  embrace  in  their 
official  pdioy  all  the  views,  no  matter 
how  divergent,  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  an^  members  of  their  Party 
on  contingencies  which  have  not  arisen 
and  some  of  which  (»nnot  be  foreseen ; 
and  the  other  alternative,  apparently 
consistent  with  honour  and  dignity,  is  to 
take  the  one  definite  issue  and  then  ex- 
communicate by  court-  martial  any 
member  of  their  Party  who  holds  views 
in  excess  of  that  policy,  believing  in  the 
desirability  and  feasibiutyol  issues  which 
are  beyond  and  outside  the  Government 
programme.  Sir,  if  that  is  the  advice 
we  ought  to  take,  its  inherent  absurdity 
is  heightened  when  we  conaidpr  the 
quarter  from  whence  it  comes.  It  is 
offered  to  us  by  the  only  political  Party 
which,  so  far  as  I  know  in  the  whole 
political  history  of  this  country  from  the 
days  of  King  Edward  I.,  has  tried  both 
these  policies ;  they  •  tried  the  first — ^the 
policy  of  the  inclusion  of  divergent  and  in- 
compatible views — when  they  Hammered 
together  the  Newcastle  programme,  and 
we  know  the  result.  The  second  policy 
of  unnecessary  prescription  was  tried 
during  the  later  phases  of  the  late  South 
African  War,  and  they  are  now  during 
this  debate  thinking  to  escape  from  the  con- 
sequences of  that  policy  by  the  txans- 
parent  device  of  this  derating  society 

Amendment.         Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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We  here  aa  Kinisteis  to-day  accept, 
ve  endorse,  we  intend  to  prosecute,  the 
Prime   Hinister's   policy  of  resuming 
our  freedom  of  commercial  n^otiation. 
"We  insist  that  this  country,  with  the 
greatest  trade  of  any  country  in  the 
world — I  admit  it,  I  glory  in  it— should 
no  longer  suffer  herself  to  be  ignored  in 
the  reciprocal  treatiee  made  by  foreign 
nations,  to  the  material  advantage  of 
their  commerce  and  at  t^e  sole  ex- 
pense of  her  own.    Our  leader  is  not 
here ;  I  do  not  complain  that  our  oppo- 
nents have  been  so  impetuous  as  to  bring 
on  this  Motion  in  his  absence;  his  pre-  j 
gence  is  not  necessary  in  order  that  a 
clear  declaration  may  [be  made  of  the  < 
policy  of  the  Government;  but,  as  one  of ' 
bis  followers  who  can  speak  for  every 
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diplomatic  effort  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  The  departure  is 
a  great  one,  great  in  itself  and  greater  by 
contrast  with  die  intrenched  obstinacy 
of  right  hon.  GenUsmen  (^posite.  Its 
mamitude  may  be  measured  by  the 
rigidity  of  all,  tiie  pedantry  of  some,  and 
the  fuiaticism  of  a  few,  who  chng  to 
every  defect  and  disadvantage  of  a 
system,  not  of  theoretic  truth,  bat  of 
empirical  taradition  never  enjoined  by  the 
founders  of  free  trade,  and  incompatible 
with  the  changing  ctmditions  of  the  world. 


•Mb.  RBA  (Gloucester)  supported  the 
Amendment  aa  a  "hardened  and  con- 
victed" free  importer,  although  he  was 
connected  with  an  industry  which,  if  it 

colleague  in  the  Administration  in  or  out  Britishlrl!"  ^  ^T^'^^  ^  ^ 
li  the^Cabinet.  and  speaking.  I  believe  ,  T^^^:^.'  ^^^'Z^'iTrX 
at  any  rat*  iorjie  ^at  majonty  of ,  q^^^  ST&r  f«  ^ 
W_  .vho.  to  use  a^Ume.wcm  phra«^^ ,  Birmin^m,  were  going,  viz.,  the  X 


"  have  11^  »efl  with  ua  "  in  recent  years,  in 
^rk  and  d^t--  '*  times  during  the  war, 
in  ftrdaons  Parliamentbij  .v^rnffgies  over 
the  Education  BilL-I  say  I  believe  vt>ie 
p-eat  majority  of  theni  will  echo  our  | 
leader's  dictum,  long  as  he  will  | 

lead  they  will  loyally  follow.  Though  I ! 
have  noted  with  party  regret,  and  with 
infinite  personal  regret,  that  there  are  | 
some  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  ' 
■who  seem  bent  on  action  which  may 
result  in  the  irrevocable  severance  of  ties 
which  have  long  bound  ub  and  the 
obliteration  of  memories  and  obligations 
which  we  have  aU  incurred  in  the  service 
of  a  most  kind,  most  csndid,  adroit,  and 
courageous  leader,  who  is  not  here  to- 
night to  speak  for  himself,  the  main  body 
of  the  Unionist  Party  will,  I  believe, 
within  the  limits  he  has  laid  down,  follow 
him  in  his  fight  for  freer  trade.  I  have 
not  given  way  to  a  temptation  to  which 
maay  a  man  in  my  position  might  have 
yielded.  I  have  not  sought  to  prove 
there  are  no  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
some  (of  my  hon.  friends,  but  I  do  say 
that  to  my  mind  they  are  difficulties  more 
apparent  than  real;  no,  I  have  stated  the 
policy  of  the  Government  frankly,  and 
have  not  disguised  the  fact  that  it  in- 


;  tressful  industry  of  British  shipping.  To 
the  Liverpool  shipowners  the  right  hon. 
I  Gentleman  described  the  condition  to 
which  it  had  been  redoced,  and  he  asked 

in  an^-.L";'??  tones —  ^  jp 

"How  long  shall  we  keep  it?  How  mndi 
shall  we  keep  of  it  T  Now  mj  caae  is 
that  Britaah  shipping,  admirable  as  ita  ood- 
ditaon  is  in  many  respeots,  ia  not  progrwiiiiff  wo 
last  as  foreign  shipping,  and  I  do  not  Ukeuiat 
symptom  at  all."   .  t^twA^, 

And  what  proof  did  the  rig^t  hon. 
Gentleman  give  of  his  dismal  description  ? 
The  only  official  figures  he  quoted  were 
these — that,  while  the  tonnage  of  British 
ships  had  increased  between  1890  and 
1901  by  1,400.000,  the  tonnage  of  the 
rest  of  the  world  had  increased  by  no 
less  than  2,200,000.  His  case  was  that 
we  had  failed,  not  to  hold  our  own,  not 
that  we  failed  to  increase  very  greatly, 
but  that  in  these  years  we  had  kiled  to 
accomplish  so  great  an  increase  as  that 
of  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  world  put 
together.  We  had  increased  fourteen, 
and  all  the  world  beside  us  put  together 
had  increased  twenty-two.  Would  this 
I  be  a  result  to  be  ashamed  of,  if  it  were 
I  true  even,  as  the  right  h<in>  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Weet  Birmingham  stated 
I  it  ?    But  his  figures  required  to  be 


volves  a  great  departure-a  ^at  depart-  ^  gj^^i^ed,  for.  though  quite'aoourate,  they 
ure,  not  from  the  doctrmes  of  free  trade,  ,fere  cnriousfy  misleading.  In  this  single 
but  from  the  routine  of  Budget-making  case  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  suddenly 
and  the  consequent  futility  of  every  ,  substituted  the  whole  ^ri^bx^^flApi^  for 
Mr.  Wyndham. 
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the  United  Eingdom.  However  maoh 
li9  might  belittle  these  islands — he  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  speakiDg  diszeBpeot- 
fullj  of  the  ^tash  Bmpiie — bnt 
suddenly  in  this  case  be  snbstitnted  t^e 
term  "  the  whole  British  Empire  **  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  said,  "the  total 
increase  in  the  tonnage  of  the  whole 
British  Empiie  was  only  1,400,000." 
^Vhat  would  anyone  who  had  heard  or 
read  those  words  onderstand,  except  that 
the  United  Kingdom  was  going  under  so 
iast  diat  even  her  young  and  growing 
Colonies  failed  to  keep  her  afloat?  But 
why  did  the  right  hon.  Qentlemaa  sub- 
stitute **  British  Empire  "  for  "  United 
Kingdom  ?  "  Looking  at  the  figures  only 
one  reason  could  be  seen,  vir.,  that  he 
wished  to  conceal  the  real  progress  of  the 
shipping  of  our  country.  The  tmt^  on 
the  authority  of  that  same  Blue-book 
quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman,  was 
that  the  increase  of  tonnage  of  this 
country,  the  United  Eingdom  alone,  was 
not  less  than  1,400,000,  but  actually 
1.629,882,  and  that  he  had  slipped  into 
hj8  account  to  oar  debit,  by  a  sudden 
change  of  phrase,  a  loss  of  tonnage  by 
Canada  of  300,000  tons,  caused  by  the 
decay  of  her  wooden  ships.  Such  was 
the  ^t.  The  shipping  of  this  country 
had  increased  in  the  years  mentioned, 
not  by  1,400,000  tons,  but  by  1,629,882. 
Then  to  deal  with  the  other  figure ;  the 
^ps  of  all  the.  rest  of  the  world  had 
iooreaaed  2,200,CkX>  tons.  That  by  itself 
was  not  quite  true.  The  increase  in  the 
rest  of  the  world  was  not  2,200,000,  but 
A  little  over  2,100,000  tons.  That, 
however,  was  a  small  point.  Of  more 
importance  was  the  fact  that  in  those  years 
a  new  maritime  nation— Japan— had  been 
bom,  and  included  in  the  tables  for  the 
first  lime.  She  had  created  a  mercantile 
fleet  of  nearly  a  1,000,000  tons,  not  out 
of  legitimate  commerce,  but  out  of  her 
national  resources.  Talra  out  Japan, 
vhich  was  a  phenomenon  apart,  and  what 
did  they  find  ?  Why,  that  all  the  Stetes 
of  Europe  put  together,  with  the  United 
States  of  America  thrown  in.  had  increased 
their  ocean-going  shipping  by  only 
1,200,000  tons,  while  we  haduusieased 
ours  by  1,600,000,  or  30  per  cent,  more 
than  the  lot  of  them  put  toother.  He 
had  not  piclffid  out  any  years  such  as  the 
Jfear  (rf  gk>rious  memory,  1872.  These 
Vears  were  of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman's 


own  selection.  And  yet  in  the  face  of 
these  &ict8,  to  be  found  in  the  very  same 
mge  of  the  Blue-book,  1^  right  hon. 
Gentieman  tihe  Member  for  West  Birmii^- 
ham  asked — 

"  What  is  the  use  of  uying  that  the  hoaae 
is  sttll  Btaadinfl  if  yoa  know  that  there  is  rot 
at  the  fouodstions  T  What  is  the  aae  ol  saying 
we  are  dobg  Tcry  well,  when  you.  know  we  are 
doing  oomparatirehr  worse  every  year  ? — when 
yoa  know  that  behud  yon  yon  have  galloping 
op  at  a  greater  rate  than  anything  yon  oui 
commuid  yonr  Uttmst  and  sererest 
oontpetitars  aiid  rivals  1 " 

"  Our  bitterest  and  severest  rivals ! " 
How  did  we  stand  in  relataon  to  these  1 
While  our  tonnage  had  increased  by 
1 ,600,000,  t^t  of  nance  has  not  increased 
200^000,  and  that  of  Italy  by  about  the 
same  amount.  Nor>Tay,  which,  in  the 
earlW  year  was  the  second  largest  ship- 
owning  State,  had  decreased  by  260,000 
tons,  and  the  United  States  of  America 
by  60,000  tons.  The  only  nation  that 
could  claim  to  be  even  a  bad  second  to 
Qreat  Britain  was  Germany,  with  her 
increase  of  600,000  tons.  "H&t  increase 
was  more  than  that  of  all  the  other 
countries  put  together.  Why  was  this  1 
Why  was  it  that  during  the  recent 
depression  in  Germany  we  were  told  by 
one  of  our  Consuls  that  the  shipbuilding 
industry  was  the  last  to  suffer  ?  The 
answer  was  that  amid  the  arid  desert  of 
Grerman  protection  the  flipping 
and  shipbuilding  indnsts^  was  a 
little  oasis  of  free  trade.  imports 
for  the  German  shipbuilder  was  the  law. 
From  the  la3ring  down  of  the  kee\  to  the 
htunch,  and  from  the  launch  to  the  trial 
trip,  from  the  first  steel  plate  and  angle 
to  the  chronometer  and  table  napkins 
— everytikiI^;  for  a  ship  was  free  in  Ger- 
many. Germany,  so  far  as  shipping  and 
shipbuilding  were  concerned,  made  the 
best  of  both  worlds,  the  free  trade  world 
and  the  protectionist  world.  He  had 
stated  these  facts  not  for  the  sake  of 
vulgar  boasting,  but  that  the  House 
might  consider  how  the  position  of 
shipping  would  be  affected  by  »  policy  of 
national  and  systematic  retauation — by  a 
policy  of  protection.  The  light-hearted 
manner  in  which  members  and  supporters 
of  the  Government  talked  of  an  avowed 
policy  of  systematic  retaliation  was,  to  his 
mind,  simply  astounding.  A  policy  of 
retaliation  must  be  directed  first  and  fore- 
most agMnst  the  Un^4i;ft;;sy]^)^i\ca, 
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because  they  weie  the  greatest  offenders 
in  the  matter  of  tariff,  and  because  the  7 
were  the  largest  exporters  to  this  oonntry. 
Retaliation  not  aimed  at  the  United 
States  would  be  a  policy  self-stultified. 
But  this  was  a  game  in  which  all  the 
trumps  were  in  the  hands  of  the  other 
party — for  Uie  simple  reason  that  America 
ooold  hve  very  comfortably  without  as, 
but  we  could  not  live  wi^ont  her.  How 
would  America  meet  any  act  she  con- 
sidered hostile  ?  We  were  not  left  in 
doubt;  her  weapon  was  already  forged 
and  tempered,  and  it  was  directed  against 
British  shipping.  Revised  Statute  2,502, 
passed  by  Congress  on  27tfa  August,  1894 
(Section  14),  was  as  follows — ^T-j     j  ^ 

A  diBcriminating  dnty  of  10  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  m  addition  to  the  duties  imposed  by 
law,  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  til 
^oods,  wares,  or  menihandise  wbidi  shall  be 
imported  in  veMels  not  of  the  United  States; 
bat  this  discriminating  daty  shall  not  apply 
to  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  which  shall 
be  imported  in  Tessels  not  of  the  United 
States,  entitled  by  treaty  or  any  Act  of  Con- 
gress to  be  «mterod  in  the  porta  of  the  United 
States  on  payment  of  the  same  duties  as 
shall  then  be  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported  in  vesseb  of  die  United 
States." 

We  were  at  present  in  the  position  of 
being  entitled  by  treaty  to  most-faToured- 
nation  treatment.  But  if  those  relations 
were  altered  this  provision  would  auto- 
matically come  into  play. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Bvening*8  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


KINO'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOR  AN 
ADDBESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [8th  February] 
to  Main  Question  [2nd  February],  '*  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

"  Most  GraciovA  Swereign,— 

"  We,  Tour  Majesty's  moatdutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Par^ment  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer 
our  humble  thanks  to  Tour  Majesty  for 

Mr,  Rea. 


the  Gracious  Speech  which  Tour  Majesty 
has  addressed  to  botli  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment."—(^»'-  Bardjf.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Qaestion,  to  add  the 
words.  *  But  It  is  onr  dnty,  however,  homUT 
to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  onr  effeetive 
deliberation  on  the  financial  service  of  tlw 
year  is  impaired  by  coaflictiog  deelMmtioaa 
mm  Your  Majesty's  Ministers.  We  respeet- 
folly  submit  to  Yoor  Majesty  the  jadgm»t  <d 
this  House  that  the  removal  of  proteeUr* 
duties  has  forniore  tlianbalf  acentozy  aetivflly 
conduced  to  the  vast  extension  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  realm  and  to  the  welfare  of 
its  population  ;  and  this  House  belierea  that, 
whOe  the  needs  of  sodal  improvement  ai«  atiU 
manifold  and  urgent,  any  return  to  protootive 
duties,  more  particnlarlT  when  imposed  on  the 
food  of  the  people,  would  be  deeply  injmioas  to 
onr  national  streiurtb,  contentmoit,  and  wsll- 
btdng.'"— (Jfr.  John  Morten.) 

Question  again  proposed,  *'That  those 
words  be  there  added.** 

*Mb.  RBA,  continuing  his  speech,  said — 
If  we  began  a  tariff  war  by  an  act,  not  of 
a  general  tariff,  but  of  special  retalia- 
tion, automatically  the  shipping  interest 
most  suffer.  Who  would  in  such  cironm- 
stances  send  goods  to  America  in  a  British 
ship,  if  a  French,  or  German,  or  Italian, 
or  Norwegian  could  be  obtained  ?  A  blow 
at  British  shipping  was  the  most  obvious, 
the  easiest,  the  least  dislocating  to  the 
strikers  of  any  available.  In  any  tariff 
war,  it  might  be  taken  as  certain,  in  hi^ 
opinion,  tiiat  tiie  shipping  trade,  like  Uriah 
oiold,wouldbepntinthe  front  of  the  battle. 
But  if  a  poUcy  of  retaliation  threatened 
danger  to  shipping,  a  policy  of  protection 
would  be  its  ruin.  What  had  built  up 
this  trade  to  be  the  most  important  and 
valuable  branch  of  onrcommennalaottvi* 
ties  %  Doubtless  coal  mining  employed 
more  men,  and  our  railways  had  a  capital 
more  than  five  times  as  great  as  that 
invested  in  ships,  but  the  annual  gross 
earnings  of  our  mercantile  marine  were 
about  equal  to  the  gross  earnings  of  all 
onr  railways  put  together,  which 
amounted  to  £106,000,000  in  1902;  and 
considerably  more  than  the  value  of  tlie  - 
total  product  of  our  largest  manufac- 
ture — cotton — which  was  estimated  at 
£90,000,000.  What  had  built  up  this 
great  trade  ?  He  did  not  underestunate 
the  energy  and  geninrjQf  the  muiy  dis- 
tinguished meeigi«^faadt^t^^Dnted  to- 
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«ieot  tiiis  imposing  atractare,  or  the 
national  aptitude  of  oui  race,  and  oar  ohar- 
aoter,  as  an  island  people,  but,  after  all,  we 
were  not  quite  so  superior  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  energy  and  enterprise  and  educa- 
tionasweate  in  shipping  tonnage.  There 
most  be  other  and  special  causes  for 
this  extraordinary  and  overwhelming 
sup^ority  in  a  trade  which  all  nations  of 
the  earth  most  desire.  In  his  opinion, 
iJiere  was  not  one  cause  only,  bat  two,  that 
had  oonthbuted  to  it  eqnalty.  First,  our 
own  free-trade  polby,  and  seoond,  but  not 
lees,  the  protectionist  policy  of  our  neigh- 
boms.  Theyhadflungaway  theirohances 
of  competing  with  as  on  equal  terms  on  the 
open  ocean,  where  we  were  all  equal.  It 
was  the  foreign  tariffs  of  oUier  nations 
that  had  checked  our  exports  of  what 
protectionists  called  our  staple  manufac- 
.  tares,  and  foroed  ns  to  send  them  their 
payments  for  oar  imports,  and  forced 
them,  by  the  operation  of  the  inflexible 
laws  that  govern  the  international 
exchange  of  products,  and  the  financial 
laws  that  governed  foreign  exchange,  to 
,  receive  payment  for  their  goods  so  largely 
in  the  form  of  the  services  of  our  ships. 
He  did  not  tliink  it  was  we  who  suffered 
most  from  the  substitution .  intelligent 
English  shipowner,  loddng  at  the  question 
from  the  selfish  interest  of  his  craft,  could 
favour  a  return  to  a  policy  of  protection 
for  ourselves,  however  much  he  might 
desire  other  nations  to  continue  in  the 
error  of  their  ways.  He  believed  in  a 
theory  which  the  nime  Minister  described 
as — 

**  So  pemne  that  It  is'  imponible^  tiiat  any 
human  Ddng  oaa  hold  it."  j  ,  _)  6 

A]  iheory,  which,  if  he  had  b^en  in  the 
House  daring  this  debate,  he  would  have 
found,  to  his  surprise,  to  be  largely  held  by 
free-traders  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
The  tibecoy  was  this,  that  we,  a  free-trade 
nati<ni,  sorrounded  by  protectionist  na- 
tions, had  00  adapted  onrselvea  to  our 
proteoticmist  environment,  that  we 
actnally  thrive  in  it.  This  he  believed 
to  be  oar  ooae.  He  believed  American 
and  German  protection  to  be  bad  for  the 
world  at  large;  and,  m  their  present 
advanced  industrial  conditions,  at  any 
rate,  to  be  bad  for  America  and  Qermany 
in  particular ;  bat  he  was  by  no  means 


sure  they  were  bad  for  this  country  in 
particular. 

Mb.  guest  (Plymouth)  said  he  should 
have  distrusted  this  policy  much  less  if  it 
had  been  put  forward  by  tiie  Board  of 
Trade  inst^td  of  by  the  Colonial  Office. 
He  had  not  been  convinced  either  by  the 
idealism  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  or  the 
realism  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  he  believed  it  was  possible  to 
take  a  saner  and  more  htunane  view  of 
our  Imperial  destiny  than  that  taken  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham. They  had  had  from  the  , 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  two  remark- 
able speeches,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be  encouraging.  But  it  must  be  apparoit 
to  everybody  that  there  was  a  very  grave 
discrepancy  between  tiiose  two  speeches 
and  the  performance  of  tJie  Qovranment. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
declared,  in  plain  and  well-advised  lan- 
guage, that  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  fight  for  free  trade,  and  if  that  were  so 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham must  be  their  most  formidable 
antagonist.  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  had  in  abnost  identical  terms 
described  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
Tet  at  the  present  moment  the  official 
candidate  for  the  South  Birmingham 
vacancy  was  a  declared  supporter  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
The  voice  of  the  Government  was  the 
voice  of  Jacob,  the  hand  was  the  hand  of 
Esau.  The  Prime  Minister  had  been 
m<»e  concerned  in  preparing -a  formula 
which  it  was  more  (^cnlt  for  people  not 
to  follow  than  otherwise.  That  formula 
was  retaliation.  It  did  very  well  till 
subjected  to  examination,  and  nobody 
would  disagree  with  him  when  he  said 
that  retaliation  for  freedom  of  negotiation 
meant  two  very  different  things  to  a  free- 
trader and  a  protecticmist.  What  had  to 
be  decided  now  was  whether  the  next 
Administration  which  sat  upon  the 
Gtovemment  Bench  was  to  be  a  free-trade 
or  protectionist  Administration,  and  on 
tiiat  point  no  assurance  had  been  given. 
In  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  there  was  still  the  old  evasion  oi 
the  question  and  the  old  refusal  to  indicate 
how  far  the  Government  intended  to 
go.  Then  there  was  the  benevolent 
nentraUty  of  tte,,i5T?^St!R^yTt'«»» 
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allowed  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  to  porsae 
his  campaign  through  the  coontry .  Last 
year  all  discussion  on  this  subject  was 
discoursed*  and  they  were  the  victims 
of  a  conspiracy  of  silence.    This  year 
they  had  been  the  victims  of  a  con- 
spiracy of  ambiguity.  He  supposed  that 
t^ie  real  object  of  the  Ooveroment  was 
to  remain  as  long  as  possible  in  office,  and 
he  could  quite  understand  a  Oovemment 
stooping  to  conquer,  but  he  was  very 
doubtfm  if  they  could  conquer,  however 
low  they  stooped  in  lliis  case.  The 
Unionist  Party  considered  this  question 
to  be  of  first-rate  importanoe,  and  the 
statement  of  the  Government  had  neither 
wmvinoed  nor  satisfied  the  free-trade 
dement,  not  did  he  suppose  that  the 
protectionists  had  derived  much  satis- 
tEuittott  from  them.  Those  who  heard  the 
nwech  of  his  honourable  colleague  the 
Member  for  Plymouth  on  the  previous 
Friday,  would  not  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  successful  in  gratifying 
the  protectionist  section  of  their  sup- 
porters. His  honourable  colleague  was 
one  of  the  most  stzenaoas  as  he  was  one 
of  the  most  important  supporters  of  the 
Birmingham  poticy,  and  he  himself  was 
quite  as  strenuous  a  free-trader.   If  he 
went  into  the  lobl^  with  tiie  Government 
he  would  be  regai^d  as  a  loyal  supporter 
of  the  Govenmient,  and  woiud  be  entitled 
to  tiieir  snpport  at  the  next  general 
election,  as  auo  would  his  honourable  col- 
league. No  two  opinions  could  be  more 
di^miliar  than  his  and  his  colleague's  on 
this  occasion,  and  yet  observe  what  was 
to  be  the  result.    Both  of  them  were  to 
appear  before  the  same  elector,  were  to 
be  supported  by  the  Government,  and 
were  to  have  their  benediction  and  sup- 
port to  the  bewilderment  of,  he  thought 
he  might  say,  a  disgusted  electorate. 
Surely  by  this  time  the  Government  had 
the  courage  to  take  one  side  or  the  other. 
They  could  understand  the  position  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain.   He  differed  from  the 
ri^t  hon.  GentiemAn,  and  disliked  many 
of  his  methods,  bat  he  could  respect  him 
and  also  hon.  Members  who  had  support- 
ed him  tluough  thick  and  thin,  and  stuck 
to  him  and  the  policy  he  had  enunciated. 
But  as  for  the  Government,  it  seemed  to 
him  they  gave  very  littie  material  for 
respect.  The  Party  was  beii^  driven  into 
Mr.  Guest. 


protecticm,  many  members  of  it  quite 
onconsoionsly ;  but  whether  titey  knev  it 
or  not,  tliis  policy  of  shift,  evasion,  snd 
dexterous  manipulation  would  carry  tiwm 
into  the  troublous  seas  of  protection. 
There  was  no  place  for  the  Unionist  free 
importer,  and  the  time  would  not  be  far 
distant  when  there  was  not  room  in  the 
Party  for  the  Unionist  negotiator,  and  it 
was  possible  the  time  mi^t  come  when 
even  Imperial  preference  was  looked 
upon  askance,  and  the  Imperial  prelnai- 
tiaUst  was  regarded  as  something  of  the 
nature  of  a  suspect  by  the  members  of  the 
Tariff  Commission.  The  Conservative 
Party  was  going  throng  the  process  ol 
voluntary  liquidation.  The  business  was 
being  taken  up  by  another  syndicate,  who 
had  become  possessed  of  the  goodwill  of 
the  business  and  were  quite  prepared  to 
cut  tiie  losses  involved  in  the  tranaaoiion. 
Surely,  under  the  influence  of  protection, 
the  Party  must  change  its  character,  and 
the  policy  of  the  new  Conservative  Party 
would  be  such  as  his  noble  friend  eoaroely 
recognised,  or  perhaps  oared  to  nooffuae. 

He  did  not  want  to  make  too  mnbh  of 
the  apprehension  which  had  been  sug- 
gested as  to  the  evil  influences  of  cor- 
ruption through  protection,  but  it  wooU 
not  be  wise  to  entirely  ignore  the  influence 
of  that  factor.  The  corruption  depended 
almost  entirely  upon  the  CMnposttion  of 
the  Hoose.   Now  he  wondraed  whether 
hon.  Members  had  oonudered  how  fai 
the  composition  of  the  Party  was  likely 
to  be  altered  by  the  introduction  of 
new  element.    Protectionists  had  spoken 
in  terms  which  they  were  bound  to  rec<^ 
nise  as  honest  opinions,  but  how  long 
would  they  remain  when. this  new  condi- 
tion of  affairs  was  introduced  into  the 
House)   How  long  would  tiiey  survive 
the   introduction    of   the  professional 
lobbyist  ?   What  position  would  the  old- 
fashioned  politician  of  to-day  find  himself 
in  when  the  necessity  for  having  a  distinct 
representative  would  have  forced  business 
interests  to  get  represeoted  by  some 
individual  as  their  exclusive  nominee  t 
Corruption  would  follow  in  the  wake  of 
protection — it  was   not  the  Ocvrupt 
Practices  Act  which  mainly  guaranteed 
the  parity  of  that  Assembly,  seats  were 
not  bought  now  for  many  reasons,  but 
largely  because  they  were  not  wnth 
baying.   It  had  come^to  his.  personal 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


1413     Kin^s  Speech  {Motion   {16  February  1904}        for  an  Address).  1414 


knowledge,  however,  that  already^manu- 
feetoriag  intereets  were  on  the  look-oat 
for  suitable  gentiemen,  whose  election 
ezpeoges  they  offered  to  pay,  if  they 
wonld  act  ae  the  direct  representatives  of 
their  trades.  What  was  the  position  of 
the  free  food  Party  with  regard  to  all 
t]uai  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
Opposition  had  been  congratulating  them- 
selves upcm  the  divisitm  whidi  existed  in 
the  Hinisterial  ranks.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  been  quite  unable  to  get  his  supporters 
into  line,  and  they  bad  already  grouped 
themselves  into  Parties.  Observe  what 
an  admirable  instrument  this  was  for 
recruitiog.  Those  who  were  bold-hearted 
protectionists  would  enlist  under  the 
banner  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the 
member  for  West  Birmingham;  tiiose 
who  were  merely  Party  men  would  meekly 
follow  the  Prune  mnister;  and  thoae 
entertaining  honest  doubts  might  join 
with  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Bristol.  If  ever  there  was 
an  occasion  when  th^  could  say,  "  He 
titat  is  not  with  us  is  against  us,"  it  was 
the  present.  He  saw  no  alternative  but 
to  vote  for  the  Amendment.  He  had  no 
confidence  in  the  Qovemmmt,  .  no 
confidence  either  in  their  intentions 
or  their  ability  to  check  the  protec- 
tionist movement,  which  he  believed  was 
fraught  with  danger  to  the  country, 
and  which  would  throw  into  the  melting 
pot  of  chance  tiie  prospects  of  millions  of 
people  who  had  under  our  present  system 
prospered  and  thnven.  He  did  not  see 
in  the  speeches  of  any  member  of  the 
Government  any  determination  to  meet 
the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham.  Be- 
lieving, as  he  did,  that  that  policy  would 
be  disastrous  to  the  wel^re  of  this 
country,  he  had  no  altwnative  course  bat 
to  vote  in  favour  of  the  Amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MoARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange)  said  he  could  not  quite 
agree  with  wl^t  the  hon.  Member  had  said 
in  regard  to  the  speech  made  by  lius  right 
hon.  friend  tiie  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  He  had  listened  to  that  speech 
with  ve^  great  attention,  and  it  seemed 
to  him  a  clear  and  straightforward  state- 
ment of  the  polioy  of  the  Qovemment. 
Upon  the  first  day  of  this  debate  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  made  an 


equally  ezpUoit  8tatement,^and  he  told 
them  that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
was  not  a  polioy  of  protection  bat  a 
policy  of  free  trade.  He  forUier  stated 
that  the  Govemmrat  disavowed  alto- 
gether the  policy  associated  with  the 
name  of  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  and  he 
took  that  programme  in  detail  and 
showed  that  the  Gtovemmmt  did  not 
entertain  it,  and  he  also  disavowed 
colonial  preference  and  taxes  on  food. 
Althou^  it  was  taie  that  since 
the  speech  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  various  members 
of  the  Government  had  to  some 
extent  weakened  their  confidence  in  the 
thorough  adherence  of  the  Cabinet  to  the 
polioy  then  enunciated,  yet  the  Chief 
Secretary  fw  Ireland  ha4  now  re-echoed 
the  assurances  of  the  Preadent  of 
Board  of  Trade.  He  himself  was  pre- 
pared to  suppOTt  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment if  they  would  honestly  carry  out 
their  own  policy.  But  there  was  a  serious 
difieroioe  between  the  words  of  the 
Oovemmeot  and  their  actions.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  way  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  allowed  tilie  affairs  of  the- 
country  to  drift.  He  had  full  confidence 
in  their  captain,  bat  who  and  where  was 
the  pilot  ?  A  oaptain  who  for  want  of  a 
pilot  allowed  hu  ship  to  drift  on  the 
rocks  was  guilty  not  merely  of  negligence 
bat  of  barratry. 

Alluding  to  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  G«itleman  the  Member  for 
Birmingham,  he  expressed  the  opinion, 
that  they  were  in  danger  of  sacrificing  the 
national  ideal  of  freedom  of  thou^t,  free- 
dom of  conscience,  and  freedom  of  trade, 
towhathewouldoaUablatantlmperialism. 
There  were  two  kinds  of  Imperialism,  one 
tme  and  the  other  btlse,  one  genuine  and. 
the  btiier  sparious.  If  by  Imperialism 
they  understood  the  spreac^ng  abroad  of 
their  dominions  in  the  world  with  the 
object  of  elevating  the  lower  races  and 
spreading  abroad  the  benefits  of  good 
government  and  granting  the  people  self- 
I  government,  that  was  an  idea  of 
I  Imperialism  with  which  he  thoroughly 
agreed,  because  it  was  one  calculated  to 
benefit  the  world.  If  on  the  other  hand 
Imperialism  meant  mere  pride  in  the 
power  of  a  nation,  a  mere  lust  for 
dominion  and  a  deore  to  obtain  authority- 
over  other  nations,  9|^etfty<®teiJ)gte» 
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ior  OUT  own  advantage  and  for  the  pnr- 
poee  of  bnilding  up  tariff  walls  arotmd 
them,  that  was  an  Imperialism  which  he 
thought  was  not  desirable.  His  hon. 
friend  bad  made  a  violent  attack  upon 
tbe  Free  Food  League.  He'waa  not  sur- 
prised that  objection  should  be  taken  to 
the  title  of  "  The  Free  Food  League," 
because  it  drew  attention  to  the  most 
objectionable,  the  most  odious  feature  of 
the  pn^pramme,  with  which  the  rif^t  hon. 
Oentleman  was  associated — the  taxation 
^  the  poor  man's  bread.  Hinibtbriu 
cries  of  "No."]  He  was  quite  aware 
that  it  had  been  stated  that  the  pro- 
posed taxes  on  food  would  be  so  counter- 
acted by  remissions  of  taxation  on  other 
articles  that  it  would  not  increase 
the  cost  of  living.  If  they  had  a 
guarantee  that  the  tax  would  not  exceed 
what  was  originally  proposed  he  did  not 
think  it  would  afiect^e  well  paid  artisan, 
but  it  would  prees  severely  upon  the 
poorest  of  the  poor.  But  what  guarantee 
had  they  tbat  such  taxes  would  not  be 
increased.  Look  at  the  expeiience  of 
other  nations  and  they  would  conclude 
^at  it  was  only  reasonable  to  sup* 
pose  that  taxes  <m  food  would 
be  increased.  They  had  heard 
various  inducements  put  forward  for  the 
adoption  of  this  policy.  The  first  time 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  brought  forward  his 
policy  in  this  House  he  covered  it  vrith 
the  promise  of  old-age  pennons.  What 
had  become  of  old-age  pensions  now. 
The  next  thing  was  that  this  policy 
would  cause  a  rise  in  wages,  but  they 
heard  nothing  about  that  now.  Then 
another  inducement  was  the  prospect  of 
more  employment,  but  what  was  that 
prospect  based  upon?  It  depended  en- 
tirely upon  the  transfer  of  a  proportion  of 
the  employment  of  the  country  frofb  one 
class  to  another.  The  ex-Colonial  Secre- 
tary in  his  speeches  had  often  pointed  to 
the  large  amount  of  foreign  manubctures 
imported  into  this  country,  and  had 
asked  J  why  those  goods  should  not  be 
made  in  England.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  this  policy,  in  holding  out  the  pros- 
pect of  greater  employment,  which  merely 
meant  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of 
empli^nnent  from  one  class  to  another, 
evoked  a  very  low  moral  tone  and 
.appealed  to  the  baser  instincts  of 
Mr.  Charles  JicArthur. 


humanity— greed,  covetonsnem,  and  cosn- 
bativeness.  [HiMiSTSBiALcriesof  "  No.'" 
What  would  become  of  shipping  trade  if 
this  policy  were  carried  out  ?  It  meant 
taking  bnad  out  of  the  mouths  of  the 
sailon,  t^e  railway  men,  and  Uie  docken 
in  order  to  put  more  into  the  mouths  of 
another  section  of  Hie  community.  The 
grie^iances  attaching  to  the  shipping 
trade  could  be  rectified  altogether  apart 
from  Uie  policy  of  the  ex-Colonial  8m3v- 
taiy,  for  if  that  policy  were  adopted  thtr 
would  have  to  pay  more  for  boUding  and 
worldng  their  ships,  and  there  woald  be 
less  trsJic  for  them  to  carry.  He  knew 
there  were  many  shipowners  in  Liver- 
pool who  agreed  wiUi  the  poUcy  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Binnin^am,  but  he  disagreed  with 
that  policy. 

Althonglh  he  was  an  ardent  believer 
in  tree  trade,  he  acknowledged  that 
a  free-trade    policy  had  its  flangerc. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  some  d 
our  industries  were  sneering  from  the 
system  of  free  imports.   Even  oar  ship- 
pii^  industay  whidi  appeared  piosperons 
was  really  not  so  prosperous.    It  wa^ 
steering  severely  from  fmeign  com- 
petition, and  our  sailing  ships  to-day 
were  being  driven  from  the  seas  by 
vessels    owned   in    foreign  countrief. 
Althott^  the  Foreign  Secretary  could 
protest  against  the  present  cont^tion  of 
things  in  regard  to  tariAs  he  could  do 
nothing  because  he  had  no  weapon. 
When  one  man  came  up  after  another 
and  said  that  hia  trade  was  suffering 
from  foreign  competition   he  tfaou^t 
something  must  be  done  to  improve  the 
situation.    The  reason  why  the  ri^t 
hon.  Oentleman  the  Membw  for  Birming- 
ham had  acquired  such  influence  in  the 
country  was  not  so  much  through 
agreement  with  his  plan  as  by  ue 
people's  confidence  in  the  man  hunsetf. 
He  said  that,  although  he  believed  his 
plan    was    thoroughly    unsound,  he 
acknowledged  that  free  trade  had  its 
limitations  and  its  dangers.     It  was 
quite  possible  for  a  free-trade  oonntxy  to 
be  enppled  or  even  ruined  under  free 
trade,  either  byitBindnsfries  being  taken 
away  in  detail  by  aggressive  taxation  on 
the  part  of  foreign  competitors  or  bv 
such  a  restriction  of  the  area  of  com- 
petition that  free  trade  had  no  room  to 
operate,  08^,tJ^W^j^9e^er«l. 
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snSwing  Uon.  both  these  oauses.  The  ! 
GOoAtry  wanted  the  pover  to  put  its 
foot  down  and  to  say,  "  We  aie  onfaitly 
txerted."  Everybody  was  a  oonsnmer, 
bat  the  conwmei  was  not  everybody. 
He  Has  not  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
AmeDchn«it»  va  uie  Qovemmant  had  no 
desne  to  letnm  to  protection,  and  they 
disavowed  their  intentitm  of  taxing 
food. 

♦Me.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire, Radolifie)  said  the  question  was 
frequently  asked  what  we  were  to  do 
for  'iQarl»t8  if  our  chief  customer 
shut  their  ports  against  as  by 
means  of  tanffs,  as  Russia  and  the 
United  States  were  doing  at  the  present 
time.  If  anyone  took  the  trotibfe  to 
examine  the  figures  he  would  find  that 
the  two  great  excluding  countries  still 
imported  a  large  amount  of  manufactures. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  if,  under  any  con- ' 
ceivable  circumstances,  if  all  the  manu- 1 
facturing  nations  of  the  world  bad  a  tariff  i 
as  hiffh  as  that  of  Russia,  there  would  | 
stiU  be  a  large  total  of  imported ; 
manufactures.  The  country  which  had  j 
the  advantage  of  free  imports,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  of  cheap  production,  would 
still  do  the  Uon's  share  of  the  trade,  and 
an  increasing  proportion  of  it.  He  spoke 
as  a  practi(»l  manufacturer  who  had  his 
living  to  get  in  competition  with  German 
**  dumping  **  in  cloth.  He  was  a  member 
M  a  Yorkshire  firm  of  manafacturers,  in 
the  fourth  gmwatioD,  which  lost  its  tnde 
with  Anerieain  1864  owing  to  the  Morell 
tariff,  and  after  that  aeqoind  atrade  with 
GeriBttny,  France,  and  Italy.  They  did 
a  large  German  trade  from  1866  to  1879, 
when  the  Bismarck  tariff  very  largely 
cloeed  it  [Cheers.]  He  would  tell  the 
Gentlemen  who  cheered  something  still 
worse.  If  ever  there  was  a  trade  whMe 
there  seemed  to  be  a  very  good  case  for 
the  proteetitm  now  unblusfain|^y  advo- 
catea  it  waa  the  woollen  trade,  because 
the  impontion  <rf  the  Gennan  tuiff  not 
<Hily  Dutde  Yivkshire  manufacturers  loee 
the  Gennan  market,  but  by  1890  they  had 
to  compete  in  the  English  market  with 
cloth  made  in  Germany  by  means  of 
English  machinery  and  imported  English 
foremen.  But  the  Yorkshire  manu- 
facturers had  been  accustomed  to  make 
their  own  prints  and  not  to  look 
to  the  Government  for  them,  and 
80  inrtead  of  diat(ing  down  their 
mills   they  thought  t£ey  would  try 
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self-protection  rather  than  Govenunent 
protection.  His  firm  were  manufacturers 
of  cloth  both  for  men's  ami  women's 
wear.  One  of  the  very  remarkable 
things  about  the  woollen  ai^  other 
textile  trades  was  that,  whereas  in  men's 
wear  the  foreig^ezs  hardly  made  ai^ 
headway  at  aU  in  the  English  marlcet, 
diey  did  so  in  regard  to  women's  wear. 
Some  mannhtotorers  knowing  that  fact 
thought  that  probably  there  was  some- 
thing more  than  mere  protection  to 
account  for  the  German  gaining  our 
market  here.  If  it  had  been  protection 
only  in  his  own  country  he  would  have 
exp(»rted  cloth  tot  men's  wear  to  thia 
country.  Hen  wanted  doralulity  in  their' 
obth,  but  he  would  ask  hon.  Members 
who  had  wives  and  daughters  wh^er 
durability  was  liked  by  them  when  they 

Sot  It.  The  reason  for  women  being  less 
68  irons  of 'durability  in  dress  was  quite 
clear.  Women's  uahicms  varied  very 
much,  and  men's  not  so  much.  As  an 
Englidi  manutaotorei  he  was  aorvy  to 
say  tiiat  manufacturers  in  this  oomttry 
had  not  followed  the  trend  of  fashion  so 
closely  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  The 
manufacturers  of  this  country  had  at 
their  back  the  best  labour,  Ei^[li8h 
labour,  in  the  world,  they  had  tibe  further 
advantage  of  free  access  to  raw  material, 
and  the  workers  had  shorter  hours  of 
labour ;  and  under  these  oiionmstancea 
they  had  asked  themselves  whether  it 
was  not  possible  for  English  manu- 
facturers to  retain  their  own  marlKts? 
In  his  own  particular  firm  they  had 
adopted  the  principle  of  profit-sharing,, 
which  he  believed  to  be  a  great  hdp  in 
this  matter.  He  agreed  wi&  Hr.  Carnegie 
that  they  coold  not  have  l^e  best  biains 
of  workers  if  they  had  not  got  their 
hearts.  His  firm,  by  improved  machinery,, 
by  co-operation  with  the  workmen,  en- 
listing their  enthusiasm,  putting  it  to 
them  not  merely  as  a  matter  of  personal 
interest,  but  patriotiam,  had  succeeded. 
Six  or  eight  years  ago  large  buyers  of  cloth 
for  mantie  purposes  in  the  English  market 
lued  to  look  at  German  manufaetnrers' 
patterns  first  and  those  of  the  En^ish 
afterwards.  Now  they  looked  at  the 
English  patterns  first,  and  the  Germans 
got  the  leavings  which  the  English  used 
to  get. 

What  did  retaliaticm  mean !  It  meant 
that  we  wece  to  get  forMga.  nations  to 
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give  U8  tetter  terms.  Had  we  the  slight- 
est hope  of  permanently  compelling  other 
nations  to  fpve  oar  manufacturers  better 
terms  in  order  that  ve  might  compete 
against  them  ?  He  did  not  believe  any 
policy  could  be  well  founded  which  was 
not  founded  on  an  intelligent  apprecia- 
tion of  self-interest.  He  for  one  did  not 
sneer  at  Canadian  preferoice.  He  appre- 
ciated it  as  beneficial  to  the  colony  and 
also  to  us,  but  it  was  an  approach 
to  trade   and  not  to  protec- 

tion.  Our  industry  was  not  in  a 
sound  condition  if  our  business  de- 
pended upon  preferences.  The  best  way 
toconunand trade  nasto give  good  value. 
As  to  the  argument  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  ''dumping"  it 
coidd  only  be  effectively  done  by  a  perfect 
trade  combine  consisting  of  several  separ- 
ate works.  And  any  such  combine  VouM 
prefer  to  close  the  more  obsolete  and  un- 
remunerative  of  such  works  rather  than 
carr^  them  on  in  order  to  "  dump  "  on  the 
foreigner  at  an  enormous  loss.  That  was 
what  was  actually  taking  place  at  that  mo- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  United  States  Steel 
Trust,  ana  other  American  iron  manufac- 
turers. It  had  been  said  that  cotton  would 
never  be  taxed.  It  had  been  taxed,  and  he 
showed  a  brass  tag  which  had  been  inserted 
in  bales  of  cotton  in  the  United  States, 
which  showed  that  it  was  not  against  the 
Constitution  of  certain  individusJ States  to 
levy  a  duty  on  cotton.  But  if  there  was 
a  Constitutional  difficulty  about  imposing 
an  export  tax  on  cotton  in  the  United 
States,  could  it  be  imagined  that  the  great 
American  nation  would  not  amend  its 
Constitution  for  the  purpose  of  striking  at 
this  country  in  retaliation  for  import 
duties  we  might  impose  1  He  spoke  as  a 
Lancashire  Member,  and  he  had  noticed  that 
no  bon.  Glentleman  engaged  in  the  cotton 
manufacture  had  got  up  and  advocated  a 
policy  which  would  be  the  ruin  of 
I^ncashire.  On  the  faith  of  Mr.  Macara, 
the  President  of  the  Cotton  Spinners' 
Association,  he  could  state  that  80  per 
cent  of  their  production  went  abroad. 
Even  a  small  protective  duty  would  mean 
ruin  for  the  cotton  industry  of  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  ;  it  would  be  a  bad  thing 
for  every  trade  in  the  country,  and,  above 
all,  it  would  be  worse  for  the  poorest  of 
the  people,  whom  the  House  of  Commons 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  protect. 

Sir  WALTER  THORBURN  (Peebles 
and  Selkirk)  said  he  had  been  struck  in  the 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor, 


course  of  this  debate  by  the  comparatiTe 
absence  of  hon.  Members  representing 
constituencies  affected  by  forei^  tanffs 
taking  part  in  it  They  had  had  a  gnat 
deal  of  argument  against  the  poAicv  of  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Member  fa- 
West  Birmingham^  but  jnaetioBUy  notliii^ 
gainst  the  policy  of  the  Govemmait. 
There  had  been  any  amount  of  theoretical 
argument,  but  he  had  a  strong  opinkn 
that  practical  experience  was  worth  mem 
than  theoretical  argument.  He  had  Uie 
misfortune  to  be  connected  wi^  two 
industries,  both  of  which  had  suffered 
at  the  hands  of  the  foreigners.  He  referred 
to  the  sugar  trade  and  the  wocdloi 
trade.  Last  year  he  had  spoken  on 
the  Burar  bounty  question  when  the 
Sugar  Convention  Bill  was  before  the 
House ;  now  he  intended  to  diaciUB 
the  condition  of  the  woollen  trade  as 
affected  by  hostile  tarifis.  Some  months 
before  the  speech  delivered  by  the  right 
hon.  Hember  for  West  Birmingham 
gainst  fcaeign  hostile  tariffs,  he  had 
made  a  speech  to  his  cMistitaentB,  in 
which  he  pointed  out  that  these  foreign 
tariffs  were  practically  sapping  the 
export  of  woollen  goods  from  this 
country,  and  that  the  GoTemment, 
whether  ConaervatiTe,  Unionist,  or 
Liberal,  would  some  day  be  compelled 
to  take  up  the  question  and  deal  mth  it. 
He  said  also  that  he  trusted  the  qoestiai 
would  be  approached  free  fnnn 
Party.  He  had  likewise  expreaaed  the 
hope  that  the  matter  would  be  dealt  with 
by  diplomatic  means  in  the  first  instanee, 
but  that  if  all  efforts  by  diplomacy  failed 
he  was  prepared  to  retaliate.  He  stffl 
hoped  that  if  the  Government  were  em- 
powered to  negotiate  a  modification  d 
hostile  tariffs  oii^t  be  attained  without 
resorting  to  retaliation,  and  he  mi^t 
mention  that  one  effect  of  the  agitatioo 
in  this  country  had  been  to  stop  the  new 
Tariff  Bill  which  was  to  have  come  into 
operation  in  Germany  this  year.  That 
was  a  great  achievement.  High  {cmi|pi 
tariffs  had  had  a  serious  effect  upon  the 
woollen  trade  in  f^  country.  Hie 
productive  power  of  the  woollen  trade  in 
Great  Britain  was  muoh  in  excess  of  the 
home  consumption,  and  therefore  any 
falling  off  in  the  exports  of  woollens 
abroad  was  a  serious  matter  fot  the 
manufacturers  to  face.  The  flood-tide  of 
the  woollen  b^iQcie^leBoantey 
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was  between  1870  and  1880  when  the 
exports  amoonted  to  nearly  £29,000,000, 
but  they  had  now  fallen  to  little  over 
£9,000,000  of  woollen  fabrics  alone.  The 
imports  of  woollen  goods  in  the  period 
to  which  he  referred  only  amounted  to 
£3,000,000;  they  had  now  risen  to 
£13,000,000,  including  £3,000,000  worth 
of  yams.  The  tariffs  in  America 
were  bo  high  that  they  practically 
excluded  all  British  manufactures  of 
woollen  goods,  and  other  European 
countries  nad  teadily  inoreased  their 
protective  tariffs  against  us  ezc^t  tiie 
decaying  oountxy  ^  Turkey,  where  tAie 
import  duty  was  only  8  pa  cent. 
Formerly  we  hftd  done  an  eaonnons  trade 
in  woollen  goods  with  France,  Qermany, 
and  the  United  States.  The  trade  with 
America  was  practically  dead,  and  that 
with  France  and  Qarmany  was  declining. 
Another  test  of  the  decline  in  the  woollen 
trade  in  Scotland  was  the  decrease  in 
the  number  of  people  employed  in  the 
woollen  factories,  which  had  fallen  from 
40,000  to  25,O0O,  and  a  much  worse  state 
of  matters  would  have  been  diown  but 
for  some  very  considerable  Government 
contracts  for  army  clothing  which  had 
been  secured  by  Border  manufacturers 
in  the  past  three  or  four  years. 
Preferential  tariffs  had  been  given  by 
Canada,  and  as  a  result  our  exports  to 
that  colony  had  increased  by  50  per  cent. 
New  Zealand  and  the  Cape  had  likewise 
passed  Acts  giving  the  mother  country 
a  preference.  The  result  as  regards  Cape 
Cmony  was  encour^ing,  for  certain 
foreign  manufacturers  doing  a  Cipe  trade 
found  themselves  [compelled  to  establidi 
-works  in  Uiis  country  to  enjoy  the  pre- 
ference. This  was  satisfactory  inasmuch 
as  our  workpeople  would  enjoy  employ- 
ment, and  we  should  not  grudge  the 
masters  carrying  their  profits  to 
spend  abroad  if  so  disposed.  He  bad 
neither  joined  the  Tariff  Reform  League 
nor  the  Free  Food  Le^ue,  and  conse- 
quently might  be  considered  an  indepen- 
dent witness,  and  he  must  cordially, 
free  trader  as  he  had  always  been,  sup- 
port the  policy  of  the  Government, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  make  so- 
■called  free  trade  freer. 

*Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
My  intervention  in  this  debate  for  a  very 
few  moments  is  not  prompted  by  any 


desire  to  take  part  in  the  controversy  as 
between  free  trade  and  protection.  On 
the  contrary,  my  object  in  intervening  is 
to  make  clear  that  in  the  action  which  the 
Insh  Members  intend  to  take  they  decline 
absolutdy  to  commit  themselves,  at  this 
stage,  on  one  side  of  the  controversy  or 
the  other;  Were  it  otherwise,  if  I  had  to 
main  up  my  mind  on  the  merits  of  the 
question  baore  the  Kmse,  I  should  be  in 
groat  difficulty,  because  I  do  not  know 
what  the  policy  of  the  Government  is, 
and  I  do  not  know  what  a  vote  given 
in  their  favour  to-night  would  mean 
— whether  it  would  mean  a  vote  in 
favour  _  of  protection  pure  and  simple, 
or  some  sort  of  colonial  preference, 
or  some  vague  thing  called  a  power  of 
retaliation,  which  so  far  as  I  know  resides 
in  the  House  at  the  present  moment,  tad 
which,  I  believe,  thia  House  can  never 
alienate  from  it.  On  the  odter  hand, 
when  I  consider  ^e  merite  of  the  Amend- 
ment lof  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Montrose,  I  should  find  it  impossible  as 
as  Irishman  to  subscribe  to  iho  fltatement 
contained  in  it  that — 

"The  removal  of  protective  duties ^hw  for 
more  than  half  a  ceatary  actively  oODdnoed  to 
the  vast  exteonon  of  t^e  trade  and  oommeice 
of  the  reslm  and  to  the  welfare  of  it« 
popnUtim."  i 

I  presume  that  Ireland  is  included 
in  the  phrase  "  the  realm,"  and  so  far  as 
Ireland  is  concerned  I  respectfully  state 
that  in  my  judgment  that  statement 
is  historicaLy  untrue,  Ireland  has  un- 
fortunately in  the  past  suffered  equally 
from  the  protective  and  from  the  free- 
trade  policy  of  Great  Britain.  It  is 
impossible  to  conceive  anythmg  more 
disgraceful,  more  shameful,  than  the  story 
of  the  deliberate  destruction  of  Irish 
industries  by  the  action  of  the  British 
ParUament.  I  remember  a  famous  speech 
made  by  the  present  Prime  Minister  in 
1895  in  which  he  said  that  many  of  the 
ills  of  Ireland  sprang  from  her  poverty, 
and  that  England  and  Scotland  were 
largely  responsible  for  that  poverty. 
In  those  days,  before  the  introdnotioa  of 
steam,  Ireland  wqs  in  t^uth  a  formidable 
rival  to  G^t  Britain  in  commerce  and 
manu&ctures,  and  in  his  great  work  Mr. 
Froude  aaid^ 

"  The  mere  rumour  of  a  rise  of  indostf  ies  in 
Ireland  created  a  pwio  in  oommeroial  oiroles 
in  England,  and  the  commercial  leaders  in 
England  were  poasesaed  with  a  terror  of  the 
Irish  rivalry  which  ooald  not  be  e 
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1423       Kin^s  Speech  {Motion       {COMMONS}  for  an  Address).  U24 


•gain  and  again  the  Britith  manaf&cturera  came 
together  and  petitkmed  the  Britith  ^liunent 
to  asre  tiion  trom  the  rivalry  of  Irish  maau- 
faotoien." 

And  finally  this  Parliament  listened 
to  their  voice,  and  when  they  did 
take  action  it  certainly  was  thorough. 
Hr.  Lecky  had  pointed  out  in  his 
book  that  the  Navigation  Iavs  pro- 
hibited the  impoitetion  of  Irish  cattle 
into  England  as  "  a  public  and  common 
nuisance Irish  beef,  pork,  bacon,  butter, 
and  cheese  were  all  exoloded,  and  he 
growth  of  the  great  woollen  toade  was 
tiie  direct  result  of  these  restrictions  of 
trade.  That  tiade  in  turn  was  extermin- 
ated by  the  action  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, The  export  of  wool  and  woollen 
goods  from  Ireland  was  prohibited  under 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  goods  and  ships 
and  a  fine  of  £600  for  every  offence  under 
a  Statute  of  William  III. ;  the  ]iidi  cotton 
tnde  had  been  mined  a  Statute  of 
Cteorge  n.,  and  was  killed  by  a  pro- 
tectafe  du^  in  England  of  26  per  cent. 
At  one  time  Ireland  supplied  all  the  cloth 
for  the  sails  of  the  British  Navy.  An 
end  was  put  to  it  [by  imposing  duties 
upon  all  Irish-made  sail  doth;  and  so 
witit  all  Irish  products  of  that  day,  and 
the  result  is  summed  up  in  these  words, 
whidi  I  will  read  from  Hr.  Fronde,  who 
was  not  a  witness  very  friendly  to  Ireland. 
"Eng^d,"hesaid^ 

"  Goremed  for  what  she  deemed  in  her  own 
interest,  making  her  calculations  in  the  groM 
balance  of  hM*  trade  ledgers,  and  leaving  her 
moral  oblimtioni  to  aocumnlate  aa  if  right  and 
wrong  bad  been  blotted  out  of  the  Rtatute  book 
of  the  npiverse.  England  determined  to  keep 
IrdMxl  poor  and  miserable  as  the  readiest 
meau  to  prevent  her  from  being  troublesome. 
She  destroyed  her  shipping  ioaunry  by  her 
trade  navigation  laws.  She  extingui^ed  Irish 
manufactures  by  preferential  duiiea.  She  laid 
disabilities  even  upon  its  wretched  ajtrioulture, 
for  fear  Irish  importatioo  might  lajure  the 
English  fanners.  With  their  shipping  de- 
stroyed by  the  Navigation  Acts,  their  woollen 
manufactures  taken  from  them,  their  trade  in 
all  its  branches  crippled,  the  only  resource  left 
to  those  of  the  Irish  who  cherished  ilreams  of 
improving  tbeir  unfortunate  country  waa 
agriculture." 

So  the  whole  Irish  nation  was  driven 
back  upon  agriculture ;  and  then,  having 
destroyed  Irish  industries  by  your  pro- 
tection poUcy,  and  having  driven  the 
whole  nation  back  upon  agriculture,  then 
you  stepped  in  with  your  free  trade  policy 
to  complete  our  min.  Bfr.  Speaker,  I 
do  not  question  for  a  moment  the  truth  of 
Jfr.  John  Bednund. 


the  statement  that  for  this  country  free 
trade  at  the  time  it  was  estaUished  was  a 
blessing,  and  has  conduced  to  th»  w<eUHn 
and  prosperity  of  the  pe<^le  of  Giei* 
Britam.  [OrrosmoN  Cheers.]  But.  Sir, 
free  trade  came  to  Ireland  in  a  different 
guise.  It  broudit  to  Ireland  all  its  dii- 
advantages,  and  brought  to  Ireland  none 
of  its  boons.  {Uihisterial  Cheece.]  A 
good  &ee  trader  and  a  good  Liberal,  tfce 
late  Hr.  Childers  said,  in  his  draft  xepoM 
of  the  Financial  Relations  Commisfdon  ol 
1895— 

"Tbeefaange," 

he  said, 

"  in  financial  policy  i»  usually  eonaidani  w 
have  beeo  advantageoua  to  a  popnlaUon.  the 
great  bulk  of  which  had  e<»ne  to  depend  not 
npon  agriculture,  but  on  maoufactnring  indw- 
tries  and  commerce.  Bat  it  ie  evident  tini 
change  was  not  advantageous  to  Irelaod,  t 
countn^  in  which  there  was  little  trade  or 
manufacturing  industnr ;  and  it  most,  be  said 
that  just  as  Ireland  suffered  in  the  last  eeatur 
from  protection  and  the  exclusive  eiMuaarau 
policy,  so  baa  she  been  at-  a  diwdvaatage  in  tUe 
centuiy  from  tiie  adopUon  from  the  aluHM 
nnquafified  free  trade  policy  in  the  United 
Kingdom." 

Now,  I  say,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  is  no  wonder  there  is  a  state  of  apathj 
and  indifierence  on  this  subject  in  Ireland. 
The  spectacle  presented  by  Ireland  at 
this  moment  is  very  strange.  She  is  an 
integral  portion,  so  you  say,  of  tiiift 
Empire.  She  is  supposed  to  have  cosn- 
mon  interest  with  the  Empire.  Well.  Sir, 
this  country  is  ringing  from  end  to  end 
with  thi?  great  fiscal  controversy.  It  is 
the  topic  of  conversation  in  the  Senate 
and  in  the  street.  Qo  to  Ireland  and 
to-day  it  is  the  one  topic  noone  is  talking 
about.  There  is  no  interest  at  this 
mommt  taken  in  the  question  in  Irdand 
at  all.  Ireland  might  as  well  be  portion 
of  any  other  Empire  as  of  this,  so  far  as 
interest  in  this  question  is  con<;emed. 
So  you  may  as  well  find  yourself  in  Ice- 
land as  Ireland,  so  far  as  this  quesion  opes. 
The  last  line  ever  written  before  his  ««th 
by  Swift  seems  to  me  to  express  pretty 
well  the  views  of  the  Irish  people  when 
to-day  they  are  told  they  are  to  get  a 
tariff  for  the  protection  of  Irish  goods. 
Swift  was  driving  through  the  Phoenix 
Park  just  before  his  death,  and  he  tliere 
saw  a  large  number  of-workmen  employed 
building  a  g^^%^^Sf®m^f^ia»,  and 
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he  vroto  when  he  went  back  the  follow- 
ing linea — 

"  Behold  th«  nrmrf  of  Irilh  aeoae. 
Here  Iriih  wit  u  aeeo. 
When  itotIiiiig*t  left  thftt'e  worth  defence 
They  bnilda  magazine." 

We  have  been  told  that  Irish  prosperity 
will  revive  if  only  a  tax  is  put  upcai 
food,  and  that  Irish  industries  will  spring 
up  again  if  only  a  tariff  'w  pat  upon 
foreign  imported  articles,  but  we  are 
«<xnewhat  sceptical  about  that  in  Ireland. 
A  far  nune  important  queetion  in  Ireland 
is  that  M  transit.  Irish  industries  are 
stiani^  and  destroyed  by  the  expense 
of  transit  and  the  absence  of  facihties  for 
transit.  Transit  in  Ireland  costs  from  30 
to  3K  per  cent,  more  than  in  Scotland 
and  England.  When  the  people  of 
Ireland  talked  of  proteoliaa  tiiey  have 
in  thdr  minds  protection  against 
En^nd.  It  is  not  Qennany  or  any 
foreign  nation  but  England  which  is 
the  great  dumper  in  Ireland.  For  such 
reasons  public  opinion  in  Ireland  to-day 
is  apathetic  and  unformed  upon  the 
situation  which  has  arisen.  For  these 
reasons  my  colleagues  and  I  refuse  to 
commit  otuselve^  at  this  stage  at  any 
rate,  upon  one  side  or  the  o^er  of  this 
cimtroveny.  We  prefer  to  hold  oar- 
selves  in  reserve  and  to  await  develop- 
kaents.  I  put  this  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  What  a  strange  result  it 
would  be  of  the  British  refusal  of  Home 
Rule  if  the  ultimate  decision  of  this  vast 
qoestion  should  be  dominated  by  the 
votes  of  a  body  of  men  who  are  in  this 
Hoose,  but  not  of  it,  and  who,  in  cast- 
ing their  votes,  will  refuse  to  think 
Imperially,  but  will  be  actuated  by  the 
sole  consideration  which  coarse  will  con- 
duce most  speedily  to  the  freedom  and 
happiness  of  Ireland  1  There  is  one  con- 
sideration which  reheves  me  of  any 
difficulty  as  to  how  I  should  vote  <Hk  this 
occasitm.  The  Amendment  is,  above  all, 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Government,  and  as  that  alone  I  regard 
it.  The  Irish  Party  has  no  confidence 
in  the  Qovemment.  Not  only  has  the 
Government  recently  betrayed  its  solemn 
plec^ea  to  Ireland  on  the  question  of 
TJuiversity  education,  but  it  has  opposed 
an  absolute  wm  pommu»  to  Ireland's 
claim  for  self-government.  I  say  that 
no  English  ^k>vernment  which  denies 
Ireland's  claim,  for  self-government  can 


possess  the  confidence  of  the  Iri^h  Na- 
taonalists  in  the  House.  Upon  this  broad 
gcoimd,  and  reserving  full  freedom  of 
action  in  futare  developments  in  this 
fiscal  controversy,  my  friends  and  I  will 
vote  to-night  in  bvour  of  a  Motion  of 
want  of  confidence  in  tike  Government. 

•Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  We  are  now  coming 
close  to  the  conclusion  of  a  debate  of  which 
I  will  say  that  it  has  probably  been  more 
interesting  and  certainly  more  remarkable 
in  its  circumstances  than  any  debate  which 
any  one  present  can  have  listened  to  on  a 
subject  of  the  greatest,  of  vital  and 
pressing,  importance  tb  the  interests  of 
the  country — importance  so  vital  and  so 
pressing  that  it  was  necessary  for  my 
right  faon.  friend  to  move  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  of  the  session  the  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  which  we  have  been 
discussing.  It  is  often  said  and  urged  in 
the  Press  and  elsewhere  that  this  debate 
ought  not  to  have  been  raised  in  the 
absence  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  I  think 
it  well,  as  that  contention  goes  deeper 
than  may  appear  at  first  sight,  at  once 
to  dit^o<ie  of  that  objection.  I  need 
hudly  repeat  what  I  have  ahready  said 
from  this  place— how  deeply  we  regret 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  absence  and 
how  cordially  we  hope  that  we  may  soon 
see  him  a^in  among  us  aU  in  his  usual 
vigour  and  strength.  But  if  we  come  to 
estimate  the  loss  which  his  absence  has 
inflicted  on  tiie  House  and  on  different 
parts  of  the  House  I  am  not  sure  that 
we  of  the  Opposition  have  not  suffered 
moire  than  the  Party  or  Parties  opposite. 
It  appears  as  if  some  persons  have  been 
learning  rather  too  quickly  th^r  lesson, 
and  have  begun  to  think  Imperially  in 
the  more  evil  domestic  sense  of  the 
word  Imperially.  We  live  in  this  old 
country  of  oura — as  yet  at  all  events  we 
live— under  a  constitutional  system  and 
not  under  an  Imperial  S3rstem.  The 
Prime  Minister  of  this  country  is,  after 
all,  as  his  name  implies,  a  Minister; 
he  is  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  British 
Empire,  or  even  of  these  islands.  He 
has  colleagues  who  know  his  mind,  who 
have  assisted  in  framing  their  common 
policy,  who  share  his  responsibility.  Am 
I  to  be  told  that  no  one  of  them  is  equal  to 
the  task  of  expounding  what  that  policy 
U?  Why.  the  th«,ry^wm  no^tjy^gf^ 
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moment.  This  Legislature  is  composed '.  solidity  and  fidelity,  it  ib  icconceirable 
of  two  Houses,  and  in  the  House  of  Lords  j  that  any  one  can  say  that  Uiey  are 
it  has  recently  been  the  late  President  of  |  dependent  on  the  Prime  Minister  to  teD 
the  Council — it  is  now  the  Foreign  Secre- '  us  what  their  policy  is.  But  how  absurd 
tary— who  ^>eaks  the  mind  of  the  Prime '  it  would  have  been  if,  on  this  plea  of  the 
Minister  and  hia  Govenunent,  and  ex- ;  illness  of  the  Prime  Hiniater  or  any 
pounds  not  only  to  that  House  but  to  other,  we  had  been  content  to  remain 
the  oonntey  uid  to  all  of  ub  tiieii  policy.  |  silent  and  inert  and  to  abdicate  oor 
They  find  no  difficulty  in  discW^g  \  functions.  We  were  shut  oat  from  the 
that  duty,  whether  on  some  intricate  and  discharge  ol  those  functions  last  summer 
critical  question  of  foreign  policy  or  aa  by  the  tactics  of  the  Govenunent. 
to  some  minor  detail  in  an  unimportant  |  We  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  be  anj 
Bill.  Further  than  that,  down  to  a  year  \  longer  silent.  We  must  take  oor  part  in 
and  a  half  ago  the  great  statesman  who  this  House  in  pronouncing  judgment  on 
was  Prime  Minister  of  tiie  country  was  the  matter  befoie  the  country,  and  we 
not  a  member  of  this  House,  and  the ,  must  not  leave  it  altogether  to  the 
duty  of  being  his  mouthpiece  was  most ,  electors.  We  are  constantiy  being  le- 
perfectly  discharged  by  the  right  hon,  minded  that,  after  all,  we  are  not  the  only 
Gentleman  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  jury  called  upon  to  ^ve  a  decision  in  thu 
Government.  matter.  Anotherdiscussion.debate^and 

The  idea  that  the  Government,  when  decision  is  proceeding  sporadically  and 
the  Prime  Minister  is  absent,  are  smitten  intermittently  throng  the  country.  I 
with  a  sort  of  aphasia  and  are  not  able  to  referred  on  the  opening  night  of  the 
speak  for  thwuelves  is  absurd.    But  session  to  ^  extracndinary  series  of  by* 
there  is  more  than  this,  Sir.  This  sub- :  elections  which  has  taken  place;  but 
ject  has  been  for  months  before  the  ,  during  the  last  few  days  there  has  been 
country,  absorbing  its  interest  almost  to  '  given  the  most  striking,  significant,  and 
the  exclusion  of  everything  else.   We  reverberating  decision  of  them  all  in  a 
have  all  of  us  been  reading  and  thinking  district  peculiarly  fovourable    to  the 
and  talking  about  it  until  we  are  hardly  .  Government,  with  political  traditions 
able  to  tfamk  and  read  and  talk  of  any-  and  personal  attachments  all  in  their 
thing  else.   Nay,  more.   For  the  instruc-  fovour,  in  a  constituency  of  well-to-do 
tion  of  the  Government,  so  we  are  told, '  residents  and  of  industries  that  have  been 
an  inquiry  was  directed,  and  the  result  of  '  sorely  pressed  by  foreign  competition, 
that  has  been  published.    There  is  no .  Where  can  you  find  any  place  in  the 
doubt  or  ambiguity  whatever  as  to  the  kingdom  where  the  Government  were 
attitude  and  opinion  of  the  Opposition.  •  more  likely  to  get  their  own  way  ?  I  am 
There  is  almost  as  little  doubt  as  to  the  only  surprised,  and  I  say  so  openly,  that 
purpose  of  that  policy  which  I  think,  to  \  men  who  have  the  ordinary  feeling  and 
avoid  circumlocution,  I  may  call  the  \  consideration  for  their  own  cUgnity  and 
Birmingham  policy.   I  suppose  I  may  self-iespect  can  remain  disiegardftil  of 
use  that  phrase  without  giving  offence  to  \  such  a  result.  We  have  known  a  peat 
other  places,  for  Sleafcrid  and  Sheffield  '  Govenunent,  a  powerful  Government  with 
follow  cheerfully  in  Birmingham's  train. ;  a  large  majority,  which,  on  the  occurrence 
Besides  that,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  '  of  a  conspicuous  proof  that  there  was  a 
has  surrounded  himself  with  a  specially ,  revulsion  of  feeling  against  them  in  the 
chosen  Cabinet.    He  has  put  away  from  country,  did  not  hesitate  to  put  their  fate 
among  them  the  unclean  thing,  and  the ;  to  the  test,  and  win  or  lose  it  aU.  Of 
unclean  thing  is  now  sitting  below  the  course,  there  are  various  Governments 
gangway.   "Diis  modem  Gideon,  like  his  with  varying  standards  cf  conduct.  What 
great  prototype,  has  chosen  to  serve  with  •  I  want  to  laiow  is — Is  there  an  official 
him  those  only  who  lap  with  their  |  policy  capable  of  being  reduced  to  practice 
tongue,  though  I  should  not  be  candid  j  and  of  being  expressed  in  intelligible 
if  I  did  not  say  that  some  of  them  seem  EngUsh  ?  If  there  is,  why  do  not  they 
to  me  sometimes  to  overlap  with  their  produce  it  ?  They  say  it  is  for  the  country 
tongue.     With  all  the  time  they  have  and  not  for  Parliament  or  this  House  to 
had  for  becoming  familiar  with  their  own  have  this  policy  ezplainid  to  them, 
policy,  and  having  been  selected  for  their  When  the  confiti^hktv  Wti&^idgli&d  and 

Sir,  H.  Campbell-Sannennan, 
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Cpven  its  mandate — then,  and  not 
until  then,  the  infoimation  will  be  given. 
This  mnoh  we  have  gathered  from  the 
debate. 

Sir,  the   utoation  has  no  paiallel. 

Acoordingto  the  chief  Whip  of  the  Govern- 
ment, there  will  be  no  general  election 
this  year  or  next.  The  Leaders  of  the 
Party  find  the  trade  of  the  country  in 
such  a  position  that  they  have  decided 
that  it  is  necessary  to  "reverse,  annul, 
and  delete"  the  fundamental  canons 
of  ifree  trade.  The  Prime  Minister 
has  said  so.  The  Minister  who  has 
been  for  eig^t  years  at  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  who,  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  his  colleagues,  is  the  greatest 
unperial  figure  of  this  or  any  age,  has 
pone  into  the  wilderness  in  order  to  avert, 
if  he  can,  the  dissolution  of  the  Empire. 
The  fChancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not 
unconnected  with  him,  bids  us  beware 
lest  the  history  of  the  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  is  repeated;  and  all  these 
signs  and  portents  and  convulsions  which 
have  startled  and  alarmed  the  country  we 
are  now  asked  to  believe  involve  nothing 
more  than  tibe  assertion  of  a  high-sound- 
ing but  nonsensical  pn^tositiott  about  the 
resumption  of  fr^om  of  negotiations. 
Was  there  ever  such  an  anticlimax  in  our 
political  history  %  If  the  Prime  Minister 
on  3rd  October  was  able  to  tell  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  as  he  did  tell  him,  that 
he  saw  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the 
policy  by  the  help  of  his  newly*con- 
stmcted  Government,  what  has  ha^ened 
^ince  then  %  To  be  in  possession  of  a 
policy  which  must  not  be  disclosed, 
which  must  not  be  put  in  o|>eration,  while 
circumstances  are  clamouring  for  action, 
seems  to  imply  that  Ministers  have  only 
a  half-belief  in  their  own  policy  or  else 
th^  dread  that  its  reception  would  not 
be  favourable.  Otherwise,  why  should 
not  B<»ne  banning  at  least  luive  been 
made  before  the  distant  date  of  the 
l^eneral  election — some  b^inning  at  least 
in  the  work  of  repairing  the  alleged 
desolating  ravages  of  sixty  years  of  bee 
trade  ?  Everything  is  in  favour  of  the 
Government,  They  have  a  policy  which 
they  say  they  are  agreed  upon  and  which 
they  understand  themselves.  The  whole 
Party  is  said  to  be  in  absolute  harmony, 
which  must,  of  course,  be  quite  true. 
They  have  a  precedent  in  their  own  Sugar 


Convention,  which  not  only  retaliated  by 
the  imposition  of  countervailing  duties 
but  by  the  prohibition  of  the  entrance  to 
our  pOTts  of  the  commodity  involved. 
They  have  a  session  with  very  little 
work  to  be  done.  And  yet,  according  to 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
his  colleagues,  they  are  going  to  do 
nothing,  but  to  wait  for  a  mandate  at  the 
next  general  election.  The  only  impatient 
person  that  I  have  discovered  is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  1^  Member  for  West 
Bristol.  He,  for  one,  evidmtly  only  half 
believes  in  this  doctrine  of  retaliation, 
but  with  all  the  fevered  and  anxious 
zeal  of  the  half-converted  he  wishes  at 
\  once  to  rush  into  action.   He  is  impatient 
I  of  these  dilatory  pleas.  Some  Continental 
i  nations,  he  says,  are  engaged  in  framing 
,  taiifs  de  combat,    Thae  is  the  oppor- 
I  tunity.  Why  not  tr^  your  persnasive 
,  method  at  once  ?  Never  mind  the 
'  mandate,  says  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
;  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  right  in  my 
suspicion,  but  it  looks  to  me  as  if  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  anxious  that  if 
they  are  to  flourish  their  weapon  in  the 
}  face  of  their  rivals  and  neighbours  it  had 
i  better  be  done  before  the  weapon  is 
'.  loaded,  lest  the  kick  of  their  pistol  ho 
;  more  than  they  can  stand.  This  policy  of 
I  freedom  of  negotiation  has  been  dealt 
with  very  gingerly  as  if  it  were  some 
poisonous    draught,    and    not  what 
;  it   is  represented   to  be,   the  dearly 
purcha«ied  elixir  of  Party  harmony  and 
.  fiscal  regeneration.   Is  it  uncharitable  to 
I  suggest  that  the  official  policy  u,  after 
'  all,  not  entirely  believed  in  by  any  sec- 
tion of  those  who  have  adopted  it,  and 
that  it  has  in  foot  been  adopted,  not  to 
please  either  the  free-traders  or  the  pro- 
tectionists, for  both  dinlike  it,  and  not  in 
'  the  interest  of  trade,  but  as  a  formula 
I  devised   to   keep   in   a  Conservative 
)  Ministry  ?  If  thii  is  not  the  case,  why  is 
it  that,  free-traders  opposite  cannot 
'  whole-heartedly  support  it,  and  why  do 
protectionists  and  preferentialists,  which 
is  the  same  thing,  show  no  enthusiasm 
for  it,  and  in  fact  pour  contempt  upon  it 
as  a  final  arrangement,  and  only  tolerate 
it  as  a  halfway  house,  <3t  the  sign  board 
of  a  halfway  house,  on  the  high  road  to 
protection?  t^'-  j  - 

Our  efforts  fhave  been!  directed, 
not  with  much  success,  to  di^coxcfL.the 

Uicjitized  oy 
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nature  of  this  policy,  what  it  covers,  how 
far  it  goes,  and  whether  it  includes  more 
than  it  seems  to  include,  whether  it  will 
stand  on  its  own  legs,  whether  it  in  a 
practical  policy  economically  and  consti- 
tutionally defensible.  Speeches  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Qorernment,  Oibinet  Ministers 
and  others,  have  not,  I  am  sorry  to 
siy,  helped  us  much;  but  a  most  re- 
markable bet  in  the  debate  is  this — that 
in  this,  great  financial  discussion  from 
first  to  last  not  a  word  has  come  to  us 
from  the  Minister  of  Finance.  Was  ever 
such  a  thing  seen  before  1  It  is  almost 
fardcal;  it  is  a  slight  to  the  House  and 
the  country. 

Thb  CHANCBLLOB  of  the  BX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Acstem  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  £;):  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  the  facts  I  do  not  think 
he  vonld  main  that  statement.  For 
private  reasons  it  was  not  open  to  me  to 
take  part  in  the  early  days  of  the  debate, 
and  at  Uie  request  of  my  rin^t  hon. 
friend  who  is  kading  the  House  I  had 
arranged  to  speak  on  Friday.  I  did  not 
do  BO  because  we  received  a  message 
from  the  other  side  to  the  effect  that, 
owing  to  the  number  of  Members  who 
widira  to  take  part  in  the  debate,  no 
Tepiesentative  of  the  Front  Bench  oppo- 
site would  apeak  on  Friday,  and,  as  I 
understood,  they  hoped  no  representative 
of  this  Bench  would  speak.  In  any  case, 
it  is  not  fair  to  say  I  was  slighting  the 
House  because  in  the  circumstances  I  had 
not  taken  part  in  the  debate. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
The  right  hon.  (Gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  I  was  not  imputing  any  slight 
to  him  personally,  I  meant  the  Govern- 
ment, who  arrange  the  debate.  I  would 
also  ][>oint  out  to  the  right  hon .  Qentkman 
that  if  anyone  had  known  be  was.desirons 
of  speaking,  any  self-denying  ordinance 
on  Friday,  such  as  he  speaks  of,  would 
have  been  dropped  at  once,  and  that 
there  have  been  other  opportunities — to- 
day for  instance.  [Hon.  Members  :  Now!] 
I  adhere  to  what  I  said — I  will  venture 
t")  say  there  is  no  instance  of  a  fiscal, 
financial  discussion  of  such  vital  import- 
ance having  been  oarri^  on  in  tiie  House 
and  the  Bfinister  of  Finance  not  taking 
hispart  in  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
to  whom,  I  assure  him,  we  all  mean  well 
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and  wish  well,  really  must  be  awaie  of 
the  fact  that  he  is  himself  in  a  sumevhil 

delicate  position.  It  is  not  as  if  be  wn 
a  Finance  Minister  who  bad  been  esUb- 
Ushed  in  his  office,  and  whose  boii^ 
serene  tranquillity  had  been  suddenlT 
broken  into  by  this  troublescHne  queetioi 
of  tariff  reform;  not  at  all — the  vcIcsdo 
was  in  full  opezation  before  the  lighthco. 
Gentleman  was  appointed.  He  «st 
appointed  when  the  policy  of  tbeGovm- 
ment  was  determined  upon  in  order  to 
carry  out  that  policy.  If  I  may  adopt  i 
barbarous  expresuon  [it  has  been  the 
custom  to  introduce  in  other  debates,  be 
was  an  ad  hoe  Minister,  and  thev^oR 
there  was  a  .peculiar  obligaticm  maa 
him  to  tain  part  in  the  m- 
cnssion.  I  am  not  going  to  analyse  ^ 
speeches  of  other  Ministers  who  have 
spoken;  their  vagueness,  inconsistencr, 
and  variety  will  be  remembered  without 
quotation.  They  have  obviouslj 
been  angling  day  after  day  iot 
the  support  of  their  followers.  If  a 
gaudy  fly  did  not  provoke  a  rise  from  a 
particular  trout  whom  they  wished  to 
catch,  although  it  was  acceptable  te 
others  whom  they  could  catch  aDj 
day,  then  the  next  Minister  would 
put  on  a  fly  of  a  more  sober  colour, 
and  so  on.  These  performances  went  od 
under  our  eyes.  "  We  are  ptepated  to 
fight  for  free  trade,**  said  tlw  Presideiit 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  No  otlter 
Minister  paid  that,  and  it  was  pretty 
clear  that  no  other  Minister  even  thon^t 
it ;  and  even  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  while  saying  that  the  policy  of 
the  Government  was  not  protection,  yet 
used  all  the  protectionist  arguments,  and 
declared  his  own  perscmal  adhesion  to 
the  policy  of  preference  and  taxed  food. 
Every  other  Minister  who  spoke  in  this 
Ministry  which  is  "  prepared  to  fight  for 
free  trade,"  either  in  open  words  or  by  im- 
plication, sjmipathised  with  the  Birming- 
ham policy.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  speaking  at  Leamington  on 
26th  January,  said — 

"  Tbe  result  of  the  delibCfationB  which  he  had 
'  imperfectly  placed  before  thrai  was  that  thm 
mait  be  a  revision  of  our  fiaoal  tyntem,  which 
must  recover  the  power  of  negotiation,  and, 
having  Inroaght  about  such  a  reviaion,  we  duB 
sooner  or  lat«'  como  to  ocdonial  pcefetenee.** 

This  is  the  Govetiunent  wUdL  is^  two 
or  three  yeai4$«fibl^  W^^si^liW  country 
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fit  a  general  eleiotion  to  get  a  mandate  on 
the  ecrfe  qaestion  of  liberty  of  negotiation, 
and  who  will  give  no  support^  as  I  under- 
stand it,  to  thoee  further  policies  wluoh 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  haa  pointed  to 
as  having  his  sympathy.  Then,  hece  is 
Ihe  Home  Secretary,  who,  spealdng  at 
Swansea  on  27th  January,  said — 

**  The  Government  did  not  intend  to  tax  mw 
materia),  and  liavenodenre  to  tax  food  in  saob 
a  my  as  to  inoraan  in  the  aggrMata  the  cost 
of  Uviag  to  the  workinig  uian.  If  without  in- 
creMiag  the  cost  of  living  to  the  working  man 
we  ooold  oonstrnct  a  satisfactory  tanff  by 
shifting  the  barden  from  one  olaas  of  food  to 
another,  be  did  not  see  why  it  sfaonld  not  be 

dOBB." 

'  Hie  language  when  we  hear  it  seems 
strangely  mmdiar.  Why  ?  Because  tiie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  ICember  for 
West  Birmingham  put  forward  this 
idea  at  Glasgow,  almost  in  these  very 
term?,  and  the  words  seem  to  cover  that 
further  policy  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment now  sa^  they  will  have  nothing  to 
do.  The  nght  hon.  OentJeman  pro- 
ceeded— 

"  The  Conservative  and  Unionist  Party  were 
ananimons  as  to  the  flr^t  part  ol  the  programme. 
The  aaoond  part  of  the  urMpmmaM  dasirad  by 
Mr.  ChamberUin  whs  dimcalt  of  resIisaUon 
at  onoe,  but  he  felt  oonvinced  himself  thiit  th«i 
country  would  give  in  the  first  instance  the 
mandate  which  was  asked  for." 

The  mandate  is  to  be  given  as  the  first 
step  towards  the  fmi^er  policy ;  if  the 
further  policy  is  not  intended,  the  words 
were  calculated  to  mislead  those  who 
heard  them.  Agam,  I  quote  lAie  right 
hfm.  Gentleman  on  an  earlier  occasion  at 
Canterbury,  when  he  exhibited  an  extra- 
ordinary  intimacy  with  the  mind  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  which  really  disposes  oi 
the  whole  question  of  the  pmsibility  of 
^ny  me  representing  the  Prime  Minister 
in  this  House,  because  he  said  this — 

■  "  Ihe  Prime  llinister  had  kid  down  a  pc^cy 
whioh  feU  a  little  short,  possibly,  of  the  policy 
which  somo  of  his  friends  and  himactf  would 
like  to  see  adopted.   The  majori^"— 

'.  That  is  of  the  Party— 

**iapp€rted  the  I^me  Uhuster^  who  on 
•vecy  other  subject  but  the  taxatiw  of  food 

that  [is  to  say,  a  tax  on  manufactures 

and  preference — 

"wss  absolutely  in  aooord  with  the  late 
Colonial  Secretary." 

Those  are  all  the  quotations  with  which 
I  shall  trouble  the  House,  except  one, 


and  it  is  from  a  speeoh  doUvned  at  Dover 
by  the  right  hon.  Qentlenun  the  Chief 
Seoietaiy,  whcm  he  sMd : — 

"  Mr.  OuHuheriain  had  Uud  flown  a  high  eom- 
misnon" — 

Not  the  TariiE  Commisnoa — 

"  in  ordw  that  he  mightmore  freely  recoanoitre 
the  route  whence  he  thought  the  bestaed  surest 
way  towards  ttie  ^weruni^  of  the  Bmpire.  Ifr. 
diamberlain  said  he  did  not  wish  to  commit 
the  main  bocty  of  tiie  Unionist  army  to  that 
route  until  he  had  explored  it." 

The  Hoose  will  see  that  here  we  have 
the  same  thing.  We  have  the  declaratiw 
made  in  this  House  thatihe  Govemmrait 
are  not  prepared  to  go  one  inch  beyond 
n^otiation  or  retaliation,  bat  in  reality 
their  eye  all  the  time  is  up<m  further  pro- 
gress uprai  the  line  of  route  towards  pro- 
tection .  So  that,  even  if  the  Home  Secre- 
tary were  to  come  forward  with  the  tongue 
of  an  angel  ot  with  some  pontifical 
rescript  and  preach  free  tzade,  he  could 
not  obliterate  the  words  of  his  colleagues 
or  exoioise  the  tone  of  pure  protection 
whioh  has  been  sounded  in  the  declara- 
tions of  the  Government  in  this  critical 
debate,  and  which  has  pervaded  their 
electoral  action  in  the  country.  That 
is  tiie  impression  left  by  tiie  delwte  upon 
tlie  House  and  Hhe  country.  It  was 
inevitable.  Why?  Because  retaliation 
on  the  lines  and  in  the  interest  of  free 
trade — the  sort  of  retaliation  which  has 
been  indicated — is  both  economically 
and  constitutionally  impossible  in 
this  country.  Take  the  economic  view 
first.  A  tariff  country  may  take  up  with 
reciprocity  as  a  means  of  advance  to- 
wards  free  trade,  because  it  has  duties 
on  hand  which  it  can  modify  or  abandon 
to  suit  its  purpose,  and  conceivably  in 
such  a  case  something  may  be  done 
against  hostile  tariffs.  But  a  free-trade 
country  cannot  remain  free-trade  if  it 
declares  war  on  tariffs  and  tries  to  check 
dumping  by  duties  and  prohibitions.  It 
was  said  by  the  President  of  the  Local 
Qovarnment  Board  that  when  other 
countries  knew  that  the  Government  was 
authorised  to  use  retaliatory  powers,  the 
effect  would  bealmost  as  great  as  if  those 
powers  were  actually  exercised.  But  if 
I  may  use  a  word  whioh  I  dislike- 
though  not  so  much  as  I  dislike  the 
thingitstands  for — that  wouldhe  bluffing^ 
And  how  kind  and  c<»^ WrtMiyt^fr 
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hon.  Gentleman  has  been  to  aU-'iiTab  in 
infoarmins  them  of  the  nature  of  his 
game.  Tariff  attacks,  aaid  the  Prime 
Minister  at  Sheffield*  must  be  met  by 
tariff  replies.  If  once  these  tariffs  are 
applied,  human  nature  being  what  it  ia, 
they  will  remain  in  foroe  and  become  the 
centre  of  attraction  for  fresh  protection. 
It  was  by  this  line  of  reasoning  that  the 
right  hon.  Gtentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Biiuiogham  arrived  at  Glasgow  at 
his  10  per  cent,  on  mannfactored  goods. 
He  foresaw  tiie  future  of  this  weapon  of 
negotiation ;  and  knowing  that  tariffs 
once  applied  would  stick,  and  be  followed 
by  other  tariffs,  he  cut  the  knot  boldly 
and  declared  for  a  general  tariff  on 
mannfactures. 

The  case  could  not  be  put  more  clearly 
than  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Partick 
division.  He  speaks  with  no  small 
atttiiority,  for  if  he  stands  not  upon  the 
throne  he  is  near  it,  and  he 


"Once  accept  the  principle  usmg  tariffs 
for  other  porpoees  than  rerenae  only,  and  a 
great  many  other  thins^mnst  follow.  The 
country  would  be  aaked  uxVlnll  andddibente 
mandate  to  use  the  tariff  txx  pditiiiarpaipoaes, 
to  obtain  employment,  and  a  bighw  olaaa  ct 
employment  fat  Uie people,  to  draw  tlwpartsof 
tiie  Empire  elowr  together.  This  undoubtedly 
means  ]»elereoee,  a  dnt^  on  mamdaotorea,  a 
general  tariff,  and  a  tax  on  food." 

It  is  no  good  saying  "That  is  not  the 
kind  of  retaliation  we  have  in  our  minds." 
These  things  are  governed  by  laws,  not 
by  declarations,  and  if  in  a  free-trade 
country  you  begin  using  tariffs  for  pur- 
poses other  than  revenue,  where  can  you 
stop  ?  The  acceptance  of  protection 
becomes  a  question  only  of  time  and 
degree.  Thus  retaliation  is  fatal  to  free 
trade.  But  it  is  also  fotal  to  constitu- 
tional rule  and  procedure.  Why)  You 
have  only  to  bear  in  mind  the  root  dis- 
tinction between  a  free-trade  country  and 
a  tariff  country,  as  parties  to  commercial 
negotiations,  to  see  it  at  once,  and 
to  understand  why  the  Government 
will  not  tell  us,  in  spite  of  all  our  ques- 
tions, what  share  Parliament  is  to  have 
in  the  imposition  and  the  removal  o! 
the  contemplated  tariffs.  The  dis- 
tinction is  this.  A  tariff  country  has 
only  to  adjust  duties  already  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Legislature.  I  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  argu- 
ment.  In  a  tariff  country  they  deal  with 
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a  tariff  already  sanctioned  by  the  L^jia- 
latnre,  whereas  in  our  case  the  negotiatoi; 
be  he  Chancellor  of  the  Ez<dkeqiK^ 
Secretary  ol  State,  <ff  Fiemdmt  oi  a 
Department  most  ct  necessity  impose 
duties,  wheUier  it  be  done  by  Order 
in  Council  or  otherwise,  and  the 
essence  of  tJie  transaction  is  tbAt  yen 
will  have  tariffs  imposed  by  ExecatiTe 
action.  This  House  cannot  negotiate  a 
treaty  ot  commerce.  The  part  <rf  Parlia- 
ment would  thtfefore  be  limited  to  giriug 
a  general  assent  to  the  Executrre  to  prt 
on  what  duties  it  pleased.  That  is  what 
it  oomes  to,  and  there  is  no  other  way 
of  it.  This  is  a  power  which  neither 
this  House  nor  the  country,  please 
heaven,  will  ever  giant.  The  Chief 
Secretary  to<lay  used  a  phrase  tihmt  I 
think  was  well  calculated  to  startle  ns. 
He  said  there  was  to  be  no  departure 
in  their  policy  from  the  doctrine  <rf  free 
trade,  the  only  departure  would  be  from 
the  "routine  of  Budget-making."  In 
other  words,  it  would  mean  the  abolition  ol 
the  immemorial  control  of  this  House 
over  the  taxation  and  the  finance  of  the 
nation.  What  is  Budget-making  t  Ji 
is  the  imposition  ox  tite  removal  of 
taxatioit— 


Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  very  sony 
to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Qeiiti»> 
man,  but  li  he  quotes  one  phrase  fnm 

my  speech  he  must  quote  anotiier— 
subject  to  the  effective  control  of  Parlia- 
ment, or,  rather,  of  this  House,  over  the 
financial  policy  of  the  country. 

*SiE  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAK; 
A    perfectly  meaningless  qualifioatioa 
["  Oh  "]  because  there  would  be  requiied 
a  general  power  given  by  Act  oi  Pariia- 
ment  to  tiie  Encutive,  the  consent  cl 
the  Hou«e   of  Lords  would   tJien  ba 
j  necessary  to  alter  that,  and  the  Hooae 
I  would  deliberately  have  parted  with  its 
I  freedom  of  action  in  this  most  vital 
'  matter.   I  conceive  that  this  constita- 
I  tional  effect  of  this  proposal  far  exoeeda 
I  in  importance   the  fiscal  effect.  Th» 
rij^t  hon.  gentleman  and  his  ooUeagues^ 
if  they  wi^  now  to  negotiate  for  better 
terms  with  any  country;  can  negotiate  as 
much  as  they   like,  imposing  the  con- 
dition, as  was  done  with  your  Sugar  Con- 
vention, thati^5^,^^^ft^ent 
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must  be  obtained.  What  the  right  hon.  !  made  ramilar  sacrifices  in  his  time.  I,  of 
Gentleman  points  to  is  a  totally  different ;  course,  have  no  right,  no  claim,  or  wish 


matter ;  it  is  the  granti/ig  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  a  standing  power  to  do  as  they 
like  in  the  matter  M  taxation.  ["No."] 
.Yes,  and  that  is  soch  an  infringement  of 
ihe  rights  of  Parliament  and  the  proper 


to  speak  for  those  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemeil.  As  for  those  with  whom  I 
have  the  honour  of  acting,  I  can  only 
repeat  that  we  adhere  to  the  old 
doctrines  on  this  snbjeot,  and  that  we 


constitutional  melliods  followed  in  this  |  shall  give  to  any  departure  from  them. 


country  that  I  think  it  deserves  to  be 

pointed  out  in  order  that  the  House  and  the 
country  may  see  in  what  direction  they 
are  being  led.  Did  the  Government  not 
know  they  would  be  cutting  into  the 
fibres  of  the  Ctmstitution  by  such  a 
principle  ?  If  so,  what  ate  we  to  think ! 


whether  it  be  a  large  departure  or  a  small 
departure  leading  to  die  larger  one,  the 
strongest  exposition. 


The  SSCRETARY  of  STATE  ?os 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Hb.'Akkbs- 

f*  .1  -  J.J  1   J   1       .        Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  :  Mr. 

f-i^'^^w*"  Speaker.  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret. 

atiU  more  what  are  we  tx,  thmk  ?  i  J^^^^^  ,  ^„  ^.^^ 

,1  Gentleman  the  Member  tor  Fife  who  said 
I   have  addressed  my  observations       tad  had  enough  expressions  of  regret, 
almost  entirely  to  this  question  of  re-  at  theabsence  of  myrighthon.  friend  the 
taliation,  because  that  is  the  question  be-  prfme  Minister.   I  i«gret  it  not  only  on 

account  of  his  illness,  which  is  a  regret, 
common  to  both  sides  of  the  House,  but 
j  because  it  places  me  in  the  somewhat 
!  diffionlt  position  of  having  to  wind  up 
!  this  debate.  I  trust  tluLt  in  these 
!  cironmstanoes  I  can  count  on  the  kind 
'  indulgence  oi  the  Kouse.  Tke  rig^t  hon. 
Gentleman  who  lus  just  sat  down  has 
addressed  a  few  words  of  congratulation 


lore  the  House.  It  is  tiie  (Government 
policy  which  we  have  been  deuring  to 
get  at,  to  obtain  information  about. 

BCb.  WYNDHAM  :  Hear,  hear ! 

*SirH.  CAMPBELL  BANNERMAN:  I 
cannot  say  that  either  from  the  right 


hon.  Genttc^nan  who  cheeis  or  from  any  »  k'""*?^'"? 

other  have  we  received  more  than  am-  [       ^PT*^***  hon  fnends  of 

nune  who  at  the  present  moment  are  sitting 
below  the  gangway.  Hehassuf^stedthat 
through  the  action  they  have  taken  there 


bignous  and  general  phrases;  bnt  still 
we  know  enoi^  from  the  speeches  that 
have  been  made,  and  the  indications 
therein,  the  tendency  and  the  mind  of 
the  Government  and  of  its  members,  to 
be  sure  that  the  acceptance  of  that  policy 
would  lead  straight,  and  without  long 
delay,  to  the  doctrines  and  practice  of  the 
Birmingham  school ;  in  other  words,  to 
full-fledged  and  unblushing  protection. 
On  that  ground  we  axe  opposed,  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  root  and  branch  to  the 
whole  policy,  lliere  must  be  many  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  who  share 
that  view.  We  have  seen  witJi  admir- 
ation and  respect  the  courageous  action 
d  members  of  the  Party  opposite  who 
have  sacrificed  old  associations,  old  claims 
upon  their  affection,  and  sacrificed  to 
some  extent,  I  dare  say,  the  friendship 
of  their  friends  in-  order  to  adhere 
to  what  they  believe  to  be  fiscal  rectitude 
and  sound  policy.  They  have  followed, 
no  doubt  at  a  great  interval,  the  noble 
example  set  by  the  greatest  leader  their 


may  be  some  Iq^  of  friendship.  Bfay  I 
assure  them  tiiat,  so  far  as  I  am  oon- 
oerned,  I  shaU  never  foi^t  the  years  we 
have  served  together,  and  tiiat,  on 
whichever  side  of  the  House  we  may  sit, 
I  hope  there  will  be  a  continuance  of  the 
same  friendly  relations  which  have 
existed  for  so  many  years  past!  The 
right  'hon.  Gentleman,  and,  in  fact, 
nearly  every  speaker  who  has  taken  part 
in  this  debate,  has  hurled  against  the 
Government  the  charge  that  we  are  in 
favour  of  protection.  We  are  not  [in 
favour  of  protection.  We  have  not 
advocated  it,  and  we  do  not  intend  to 
advocate  it. 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich):  It 
is  being  advocated  in  South  Birmin^^m, 

Mb.  AKERS-DOUGLAS:  I^wiU  not 


Party  evor  had.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  who  ^ve  way  to  the  nobb^itndw  vBldQ^lC 


1 439       Kiivg'x  Speech  {Mf>ti<m  (COMMONS} 


for  an  Address). 


Lord  has  interrupted  regularly  tiuonghout 
this  debate. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  made  an  interrup- 
tion which  was  not  heard  in  the  gaUery. 

Mb.  AKER8-D0UGLAS:  The  noble 
Lord  says  that  protection  has  been  advo* 
cated  in  Birmingham. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  :  Yes,  in  South 
Birmingham,  by  the  Government  candi- 
date. ' 

lU.  AKERS-DOCGLAS :  I  will  deal 
with  that  subjept,  if  the  noble  Lord  will 
allow  me,  a  little  later  <m  in  my  speech. 
I  am  very  anxious  to  say  something  about 
Government  candidates  and  Government 
supporters  if  he  will  kindly  bear  with  me 
for  a  few  moments;  audi  hope  he  will  not 
be  disaH>ouited.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  has  asked  us  whether  we 
are  going  to  fight  the  battle  of  free  trade. 
We  are  going  to  fi^t  the  battle  of  freer 
trade.  We  are  anxious  to  see  a  reduction 
in  those  hostile  tariffs  which  have  been  so 
inimical  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
this  country.  We  have  been  denounced 
because,  in  the  absence  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  th^e  was  no  one  who  could 
Btat9  tiie  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
it  has  been  said  that  in  his  absence 
tiie  Hoose  was  entirely  ^orant  of  what 
that  policy  was.  I  venture  to  think 
that  those  who  listened  to  the  speech  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  Monday  last,  cannot 
but  think  that  he  worthily  filled  the 
position  which  would  have  been  taken 
by  his  right  hon.  z^tive  if  he  had  been 
well  enough  to  be  in  the  House  and  to 
discharge  the  duty  of  explaining  our 
policy.  He  announced  the  policy  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister 
put  before  the  country  at  Sheffield. 
That  is  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  that  is  the  policy  of  every  member 
on  this  Bench.  The  ri|^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  has  another  complaint. 
He  has  told  us  that  the  Government 
intended  to  pursue  this  policy  and  to 
bring  abont  an  alteration  of  our  fiscal 
system'by  Executive  action  and  [without 
taking  the  House  of  Commons  into 
consoltation.  It  is  not  a  part  of  the 
Ck)vemment*fl  policy  to  witJidraw  in  any 

Mr.  Akera-I^uglas. 


way  from  this  House  any  control  which 
it  has  over  the  fiscal  or  financial  arrange- 
ments of  the  country.  I  should,  like  to 
state  again,  to  m^  hem.  friokds  especially, 
what  is  tJie  policy,  as  I  define  it,  lud 
down  by  the  Prime  Minister.  I  win 
state  it  in  the  fewest  and  clearest  words 
that  I  can  use.  The  principles  of  liie 
policy  are — that  the  Govemm^t,  when 
conducting  negotiations  with  foreign 
countries,  should  have  t^e  power,  when 
necessary,  to  threaten  retaliation,  and 
when  the  threat  is  insufficient  that 
they  should  have  power  to  carry 
it  out.  The  Government  have  no 
intention  of  taxing  raw  material,  and 
their  policy  does  not  include  t^e  taxation 
of  lood.  Neither  do  the  Gowemment 
propose  the  imposition  of  any  taxation 
for  the  purpose  <^  fostering  a  home  in- 
dustry which  is  subjected  only  to  natural 
and  legitimate  competition.  I  think 
there  was  some  misunderstanding  with 
regard  to  a  remark  made  by  my  ri^t 
hon.  friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
which  has  led  some  of  my  hon.  friends 
to  think  that,  when  a  retaliatoiy  duty  is 
put  on,  the  Government's  intention  is  to 
keep  it  on  for  all  time.  Of  course,  if  a 
retaliatory  duty  has  been  put  on  to 
secure  a  particular  object,  and  HuX 
result  has  been  achieved  by  means  of  i^ 
naturally  the  duty  would  come  ofi. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  'BUXTON  (Tow«r 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  And  if  tiie  object  is 
not  secured  ? 

Mb.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  If  it  is  not 
secured  it  would  be  k^t  on.  Objection 
has  been  talren  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate with  regard  to  1h»  qoesticm  of 
colonial  preference.  Well,  the  question 
of  colonial  preference  does  not  come 
within  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  ih&t  was  made  perfectly 
clear  by  the  statement  of  my  right  hco. 
friend  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  speech 
at  Sheffield.  That  statement  was  oo»- 
firmed  by  my  right  hon.  friend  in  a 
further  speech  which  he  made  at  Bristol 
He  then  said  that  no  colonial  preference 
which  involved  a  tax  upon  food  would 
be  included  in  the  policy  which  he  put 
forward  at  Sheffield.  My  right  bon. 
friend  said  at  Sheffield — 

"I  am  Bped^tng  here  as  one  who  is 
bonnd  to  giT«ig«4^  UsOOIMd  Psrty 
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on  the  poKuy  that  they  ehonld  regard  aa 
their  oflaoisl  policy,  and,  as  the  beat  result  of 
my  reflection,  I  am  bound  to  aak  them  to 
consider  that  a  tax  upon  food  in  the  pret  rait 
state  of  pablie  opiniou  is  not  witliin  the  limits 
of  pFaetaeal  politics." 

Some  hon.  Gentlemen  seem  to  think 
that  we  are  going  to  carry  out  this 
pdicy  without  consulting  the  people  of  this 
ooontry.  We  have  distinctly  stated  that 
this  ptMicy  is  not  to  come  into  o^ratton 
durii^;  this  Fwliament,  and  that  it  is  noC 
to  oome  into  operation  until  tbwe  has 
hoen  a  distinct  opmion  giren  in  its  iavcHir 
by  the  electorate  of  the  country — that  is, 
the  policy  of  retaliation ;  I  have  already 
pointed  out  that  {veference  is  nc^  a  part 
of  the  GoTemment  policy  at  aU. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Do  the  GoTwnment  oppose  it  1 

Mr.  AKEBS-DOUGLAS  :  Certainly 
the  Government  will  be  bound  to  oppose 
it  in  keeping  their  pledge^  and  until  the 
electorate  have  prononnrad  in  its  favour. 
V^B  should  have  to  have  the  distinct 
opinion  tA  the  people  the  country  that 
that  policy  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOBLET  (Montrose 
Burghs) :  Have  you  no  opiini(»i  of  your 
own  1 

Mr.  AKEES-DOUGLAS  :  I  have  a 
very  strong  opinion  mjrself  that  it  should 
not  come  into  operation  until  those  con- 
ditions are  fulfilled.  With  regard  to  the 
policy  of  retaliation,  some  of  my  hon. 
friends  seem  to  think  that  it  is  a  new 
policy  which  has  recently  been  adopted 
by  the  Conservative  Party.  My  recollec- 
tion goes  back  to  1880,  when  the  Prime 
Minister  s^  in  this  House  that  he 
dedred  to  see  a  policy  of  retaliation 
adopted.  In  1882,  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Croydon  put  forward  a 
Resolution  in  favour  of  an  inquiry  into 
the  fiscal  system  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  speech  which  he  made  on  that 
occadon,  he  distinctly  advocated  retalia- 
tion and  said  he  saw  no  reason  at  all  why 
retaliation  was  in  any  way  a  departure 
from  free-trade  doctrine.  In  1885,  Lord 
Salisbury  advised  the  country  that 
further  weapons  were  necessary  in  order 
to  deal  with  hostile  tarifi  which  were  in 


an  unfriendly  spirit  imposed  on  the  goods 
of  this  country.    Speaking  again  in  1902, 
at  Hastings,  the  noble  Lwd  again  advo- 
cated that  poHcy.   It  is,  therefore,  no 
new  policy ;  it  is  no  new  departure,  and 
my  right  hon.  frirad  will  be  making  no 
new  departure  in  Conservative  policy  in 
adopting  a  policy  of  retaliaticte.  Then, 
Sir,  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  raised  some  question  with 
rogard  to  the  treatment  of  Government 
Members  and  candidates.    May  I  say  a 
word  or  two  as  to  the  policy  adopted  by 
the  Party  to  its  candidates  and  to  Mem- 
bers, and  I  think  the  noUe  Lord  will  do 
me  this  favour  to  admit  that  I  am  able  to 
spes^  with  some  authority  1   I  have  been 
associated  with  Conservative  organisa- 
tions for  as  long  a  time,  I  think,  as  any 
Member  of  this  House,  probably  with  the 
exception  of  my  hon.  friends  the  Mem- 
bers for  Dartford  and  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity,  and  I  can  say  this,  that  we  have 
never  made  economic  questions  a  teH 
of  Party  loyalty.   It  has  been  recognised 
that  in  the  ConserVatiTe  Party  diSorences 
of  opinion  might  exist  on  this  particular 
question.   It  has  been  recognised  in  ihe 
course  of  the  debate  that  men  holding 
very  different  opinions  on  this  miestion 
might  be  in  tite  same  Cabinet.    In  fact, 
I  remember  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Hccnber  fcs  Thanet  sat  in  tiie  same 
Government  with  so  stroi^  a  free-trader  as 
^  Stafford  Nwtiicote,  and  again  tiiere 
sat  in  the  same  Cabinet  my  right  hon. 
friend  tiie  Member  for  Sleaford  and  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol.    The  question  or  the  dootoine 
rather  ol  Cabinet  responsibiUty  is  in  no 
wise  altered  by  recent  proceedings.  The 
responsibility  of  the  Cabinet  afEects  the 
action  of  the  Cabinet,  but  I  have  never 
heard  it  laid  down  that  the  Members 
composing  the  Cabinet  were  compelled  to 
speak  wil^  one  v<noe  upon  questions  not 
included  in  the  polity  of  the  Cabinet  or 
under  their  consideration,   nor  have  I 
heard  it  said  that  it  would  be 
le  to  take  that  course.   Yon  have 
the  case  of  coalition  Goremments.  How 
could  they  be  formed  if  Members  were 
precluded  from  holding  different  views. 
And  so  I  go  on  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Party  management  now.    It  has 
been  the  invariable  rule  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  to  (pve  moDortitai^  neutral 


ever 
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authority  and  to  the  candidate  who  is  pie- 1  discoas  theBstiinatesforthepzeaentyeti, 
pared  to  eapport  the  geiieral  policy  of  the  ;  especially  as  the  sabject  which  we  have 
Party  as  laid  down  by  the  Prime  Minister 
or  the  LeadCT  of  t&e  Party,  and  providing 
he  has  the  support  oi  the  local  associa- 
tions. We  have  never  forceda  candidate  on 
the  local  associations,  and  we  have  never 
refused  support  to  their  adopted  candi- 
date. The  noble  Lord  wanted  to  know 
whether  an  hon.  Member  supporting  the 
Sheffield  policy  and  an  hon.  Member  sup- 
porting a  more  advanced  policy  would 
receive  the  same  support  from  the  Con- 
servative Association.  T  should  say 
certainly,  as  long  as  tSiey  receive  the 
support  of  their  local  associations ;  and 
my  hon.  friend  the  Secretair  to  the 
Treasury  has  observed  that  he  would 
certainly  make  no  difficulty  with  regard 
to  tlie  candidates  who  ar  j  standing  now. 
The  condition  must  be  that  they  are  sup- 
ported by  their  local  associalions  and 
that  they  necessarily  snpjwrt  the  policy 
cf  the  Government.  How  else  would 
hon.  Members  have  it  f 

•Lord  HUGH  CEaL :  If  the  Govern- 
ment really  want  to  fight  for  free  trade,  that 
is  not  the  way  to  do  it. 

Mr.  AEERS-DOUGLAS  :  I  am  per- 
fectly prepared  to  ai^e  this  point, 


been  discussing  for  uz  days  canwK 
possibly  form  a  part  of  the  subject  of  dir 
cussion.  In  other  words,  tiie  fiscal  pdi^ 
is  no  portion  of  the  year's  Bstinutes,  and 
Gentlemen  interested  in  Supply  will  find 
no  difficulty  at  all  in  ezercisiiig 
their  powers  of  ample  criticism .  I  am 
perfectly  certain  tlutt  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  will  be  able  to  fully 
discuss  ^e  Estimates,  and  l^t  the  hoa. 
Member  iot  Mid  Lanark  will  also  be  abk 
to  criticise  Uiem.  The  chief  point  now 
under  consideration  is  contained  in  the 
following  words  of  the  Amendment — 

"  Wexe^mtfolly  nibmit  to  Tour  Uajest^  Oe 
jndgmflntof  this  Hoaie  that  the  ranoTat  of 
pKrtiBotim  duties  has  few  more  than  half  ■ 
oentary  aetinly  oondnoed  to  the  vast  extenwa 
of  the  trade  and  ccmunerce  of  the  realm  and  to 
the  welfore  cf  its  popnlation  ;  and  this  Hane 
belieree  that,  while  the  needs  ol  social  impron- 
ment  are  still  manitfdd  and  argent,  aor  retnm 
to  prot«otiT6  duties,  more  perticnlarty  wbn 
imposed  on  the  food  of  the  people,  woold  be 
deeply  injarioos  to  our  natiooal  atreogth, 
contentment,  and  weU-hang.** 

That  is  not  a  proposition  which  in  the 
ordinary  way  any  one  on  this  side  of  the 
House  would  be  inclined  to  dispute.  Bat 
it  is  put  down  as  a  vote  of  censure,  and 
therefore  the  Government  are  bound  to 
resist  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has. 


though  a  domestic  incident  of  this  sort  is  \  with  tiiat  galaxy  of  legal  talent  which 
one  which  should  be  discussed  at  a  Party  I  surrounds  him,  drawn  an  Amendment 
meeting  rather  than  in  the  House  of '.  with  great  success  to  entice  the  votes  of 
Commons.  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  |  certain  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
that  this  is  a  subject  which  has  been  not  |  House.  They  must  know  what  is  Uie 
only  pressed  upon  us  by  hon.  Members  |  efiect  of  a  vote  of  censure,  and  I  trust 
below  the  gangway  but  by  an  auth<Hnty  1  that  they  will  not  be  led  away  on  this 
like  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Aber- 1  occasion,  but  will  support  His  Majesty's 
deen.  |  Government.   I  should  like  to  tell  them 

■  what  would  happen  if  this  Resolution 


May  I  now  return  to  the  Amendment  1 
Apart  from  being  a  vote  of  censure,  it 
would  not  be  very  difficult,  if  the  Amend- 
ment were  dissected,  to  find  reasons  for 
supporting  it  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  first  part  of  this  Amendment  says — 

"  But  it  is  our  duty,  however,  humbly  to 
represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  our  e£fective 
deliberation  on  the  financial  service  of  the  year 
is  impaired  by  oonflictimt  declaration*  from 
Your  Majesty's  Ministers."^ 

I'do  not  think  the  preamble  of  the  Amend- 
ment has  any  real  efEect.   I  am  quite 
sure  that  hon.  Members  can  perfectly  well 
Mr.  Ahen-DmgUa. 


,  were  carried.  It  would  mean  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Unionist  Party  on  an 
imaginary  issue.  Do  my  hon.  and  right 
hon.  friends  wish  to  place  on  those 
Benches  a  Government  which  is  sup- 
ported, as  we  hear  they  would  be,  by  the 
Nationalist  vote. 


I    Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND:  That  de- 

I  pends. 

I 

1 

I  Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  I  judge  so 
I  from  the  spee^hjff v^^^^tfl;^  by  the 
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hon.  Member  the  Leader  of  the  Inqji  right  hon.  friend  one  question  up. 
Party.    That  GoTernment  would  com- 1  point  which  I  did  not  understand  cle. 
prise  men  who  are  pledged  to  the  policy  |        bis  speech.    I  think  he  wished  tA) 
of  Home  Rule,  and  to  all  the  endless  items  ii>ake  it  clear.  Is  the  Government  opposed 
of  the  Newcastle  programme !  At  a  '  ^       taxation  of  food  as  proposed  by 
moment  of  grave  intematioiial  crisis, '      'is^^'^'^'^dibn  fts  West  Birming- 
when  questions  of  vast  gravity  have  '        ^    I  understand  that  that  proposal 


occurred  in  the  Far  East,  when  it  is 
essential  in  the  interests  of  the  Em* 
pire  that  there  should  be  a  Govern* 
ment  which  has  shown  its  desire  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Empire*8  prestige 


;  is  not  part  of  the  Cktvemment's  policy, 
bat  I  beg  to  ask  whether  the  Govern- 
ment is  or  is  not  i^oaed  to  that  proposal? 

Sir  lees  KNOWLES  (Salford,  West) : 
in  order  to  deal  with  them  promptly  and  |  Are  the  Government  opposed  to  a  duty 
effectively,  I  would  ask  my  hon.  friends  |  on  food  or  raw  material  ? 
below  the  gangway  on  this  side  of  the 

Home-Are  they  goi»g  to  give  theS  jj^  AKERS-D0CGLA8  :  I  have 
verdict  on  this  question  in  the  absence  of  ■     J  « 

■n  •     M-  ■  .   »   T,  1  •  ,     .  Government  are  opposed  to 

Prune  Mimi>ter;   If  their  loyalty  to  him  *  -  i    *  I 

.    .        ,        .  ^  any  duty  on  raw  material  or  food. 

IS  sincere,  I  appeal  to  them  with  all  the 

force  at  my  c(»nmand  not  to  record  a 

judgment  against  him  in  his  absence.  Question  put. 

8nt  J.  STIRLING-HAXWBLL  (Glas-  The  House  divided:— Ayes,  276;  Noes, 
gow.  College) :  I  crave  leave  to  ask  my  327.   (Division  List,  No.  2.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  <Ci^  N.E.) 
Aiosworth,  John  Stirliii^ 
AUeQ«  Oiarke  P. 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Aflher,  Alezandw 
Ashton,  llioDuts  Gair 
Asqoitb,  Kt.  Hn.  Herbt  Henry 
Atherioy-Jtntes,  L. 
Auatin,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Banan,  Rowland  Hint 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentwwth  a  B. 
Beckett,  Emeet  William 
BSll,  Riohard 
Black.  Alexander  WilHam 
Blake.  Edward 
Boland.  John 

Bowlee.  T.  Gibeon  (King's  Lynn 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 
feoadhnrst,  Henry 
BiDwn,  Gea  H.  (Edinbp^) 
Branner,  Sir  Jcdm  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan.  Thomas  Rybnm 
Burke,  E.  Havikod 


Bums,  John 

Burt,  Thoman 

Buxton,  Sydney  Oliarlea 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron.  Rob»t 

Campbell^  John  (Arma|h,  8.) 

Oampbdl-Bunerman,  Sir  H. 

Causton.  Richard  Kn^t 

Cavendish.  R.  F.  (N.  Lanos.) 

Cawley,  IVederiok 

Cecil.  Lord  Hugh  (Groenwioh) 

Chaiining.  Ftanois  Alia  ton 

Qturchil^  Winston  Spencer 

Clancy,  John  Joeeph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Ccvbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Oaig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lauurk) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Oombie,  John  William 

Oooks,  William 

Cnllinan,  J, 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

De^in,  Otas.  Ramsay  (Oalway 


:  Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dioksou-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobbie,  Joseph 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  CL 

Douglas.  Diaries  M.  (Lanaik) 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwfuds,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellice,  Capt  E  C  (SAndrw'sBghB 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Doo^d 
EUis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Eimonde.  Sir  Thomas 
Evans.  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidst(me) 
Evans,  Scunuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Farqaharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick.  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C  Hunro  (Leith) 
Ffrenofa,  Peter 
Field,  William 

fltzmanrice.  Lord  Edmond  i 

FUvin,  siy»f^ift»i®a9le 
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Flynn,  James  <3iri8to[4ier 

FoBter,  Sir  Hioh.  (Lond.  UniT. 

foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  C9o.) 

Fowler,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

]?Veeman-ThoDU»»  Captain  F. 

FoUer,  J.  M.  F. 

FnniesB,  Sir  Cliristopl»r 

Oilbooly,  James 

Ooddard,  Duiiel  Ford 

Oorst,  Bt.  H<Hi.  Sir  Jdiu  Eldon 

Goechen,  Hon.  Oeoige  JoaeUm 

Grant,  Corrie 

GreriHe,  Hon.  Ronald 

QA>y,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwiok) 

Qriffith.  Ellis  J. 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  CSiQiohill 

Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hain,  Edward 

Haldane,  Bt.  Hon.  BuAaid  B. 
Hamilton.  Bt  Hn  LordO.(Hidx 
Hammond,  John 
Harcoort,  Bt.  Hn.  Sir  William 
Hatdie.  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tydr 
Harmsworth.  B.  Leicester 
Harrington,  Timotby 
Harwood,  George 
Hatch,  Ernest  Fredwick  Geo. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayter,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hehne,  Norral  Watson 
Hemphill.  Bt.  Hn.  (diaries  H. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
J&blwuse,  C  £.  H.  (Bristol,  £. 
Hdlaod.  Sir  William  Houy 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Button.  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jaooby.  James  Alfred 
Johnson.  John  (Gateshead) 
J<doey,  Sir  Jaows 
J<me8,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Oanutrronshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Bliahael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  lieut-Colonel  Gecnge 
KUbnde,  Denis 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
L«boncbere,  Henry 
I«iabert,  George 
Lunbton,  Hod.  FrederidcWm. 
Langley,  Batty 
Law,  Hu^  Alex.  (Dtmegal,  W. 
Layland-Bairatt,  Ftaaeia 
Leeee,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Aooringtmi) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Hanrioe 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-Qeoige,  David 
Lo^n,  John  William 
LoQghp  niomas 
Landm,  W. 

HacDoim^  Dr.  Hark  A. 
Haoiumara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 


HaoNeiU,  J<^  Gordcm  Swift 
HaoVeagh.  Jeremiah 
U'Oae,  Georse 
H'FWddm,  Edwaid 
M*Hugh.  Patrick  A. 
M'Keiio,  John 
H'KeDna,  Beginald 
H'KiUop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
BfLaren,  ^  dianes  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  RendaU 
Mapinn,  Sir  IVederiek  Thoipe 
Markham.  Arthur  Basil 
Hooney,  John  J. 
Homn,  J.  Uc^  (Ormarthan) 
Horley,  Cliariea  (Breoanshiie) 
Morley,  Rt  Hn  John  (llaat«Me 
Hoolton,  John  Flsteher 
Humaghan,  George 
Umphy,  John 
liannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth.  Sontlt) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Oapt  OboU  WUliftm 
Nnssi^,  niomaa  WiUans 
O  Brioi.  James  F.  X.  (Ckitk) 
O'Brien,  Kendal  (Tipperscy,  M 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (^fkeony) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (^pperaiy,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (WicUow.  W. 
O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Uverpool) 
O'Doherty,  ^if^lliam 
O'DonneU,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly.  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'KsUy.  Jas.  (Rosoommoo,  N.) 
O'Maaey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaugbnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  Janfes  John 
I^lmer.  Sir  Cltas.  M.  (Dinham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  HeOor 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffiron  Wakira) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Pirie,  Dunoan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Bookitt,  Hatold  James 
Reddy,  H. 

Redmond.  John  B.  (Watstfofd) 
Redmond.  William  (Clan) 
Reid,8ir  R.  Thieehie  (Domfries 

Riokett.  J.  Oompton 
Rigg.  Kohard 

Ritchie,  Bt-Hp-Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts.  John  Bryn  (EiAon) 
Roberts,  J<rfin  H.  (Denbi^) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dmidee) 
BobMD,  William  Stenrdon 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose.  Charles  Day 
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Rundman,  Watter 
.  Russell,  T.  W. 

Samoel,  Herbert  L.  (Cfawrind) 
1  Samuel,  &  M.  (Whitedupel) 
'  Sofawann,  Charies  E. 
I  Scott.  Cbas,  Fratwii^  (I^^ 

Seely.  Oiarles  Hilton  (Lineofail 
I  Seely,  Maj.J.E.B.(IaleaCin8ht 
'  Shackleton,  David  James 
'  Shaw.  OuuleB  Edw.  (Staftr^ 
i  ^w.  l%omas  (Hawiok,  B.) 

Sheeban.  Daniel  Daniel 
I  EOwehy,  David 
^  Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
j  ffinwon.  Sir  Bamuton 

Sinckir  3tAa  (BUfaidmp) 
'  Slack,  John  Bamfocd 
1  Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertfcnl.  E.) 
i  Smlth,H.C(North'mb.l>iMside 
,  Smith.  Samuel  (Flint) 

Soames.  Arthur  Weflialoy 
'  Soares,  Ernest  J. 
I  Spenoer,  Bt.Hn.CB(Nactiiaats 
t  StereBscn,  nanoii  8. 

Strachey,  ffir  Edward 
'.  Sullivan,  Donal 

Taykir,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C  (Badi^Ae) 

Tennant,  HarcM  John 

Thomas.  Abel  (CarmarthMk,  E.) 

Tliomas.  Sir  A.  (Glunorgpn,  E. 

Thomas.  D.  Alfred  (Herthyr) 

Thomas,  J.  A.  (Glam.,  Gower) 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (Todc,  W.  B.) 

TlUet,  Louis  John 

Tomkinson.  James 

Toufanin,  Goocge 

Tievelyan,  Qutflee  Philipa 

Ure,  JJexMider 

Wallace,  Robert 

Walton,  J.  LawMA  (Leeda,  S.) 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamaley) 

Warner,  TktHnas  Ooartennj  T. 

Wason,  Eugene  (CbelouaBBa) 

Wtson,  John  Cathoart  (Orkney 

Weir,  James  Galknray 

White,  George  (Noilolk) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  B.) 

Whiteley,  Georae  (York,  W.  R 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Whittaker.  Thomas  Pahnsr) 

Willianu,Oimaikd  (Heriaaeth} 

WilsMi,  Chaa.  Heray  (Hull  W.) 

Wihon.  F.  W.  (Norfolk.  Hid.) 

WilKMi.  John  (Darium.  If 

WUmw.  John  (Falkkfc) 

Wood,  James 

WoofUiouae.  SiiJ.T(Hiiddiiartf 
Yoims,  Samuel 
Yozall.  Janes  Hsnry 


TnUU   VOB   TBX  A'  

Mr.  Herbert  OladstoM  nod 
Mr.  ym»m  IfArlfaor. 


J 


NOES. 


Agg-Gardner.  Jamas  Tjnto 
Agnew,  ffir  Andrew  Noel 
Ahd,  Sir  John 


AUhusco,  Augustus  Hry.  Eden 
Allsopp,  Hon.  Oeocgs 
Anson,  Sir  William  BeyneU 
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Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  SoYai 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  H 
Ba^ot,  Capt.  Josoeline  VltzBoy 
Bailey,  Jamea  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Capt.  a  B.  (Honuey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  O.  W.  (LeedB) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  B.  (Christoh 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederiok  Qeoree 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor 
Bartley.  Sir  Qeorge  C.  T. 
Bathnrst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beaoh,Rt.Hn.Sir  Michael  Hioka 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  H.  H. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
BiU,  Oiarles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawea,  Arthur  OriSith- 
Boalnois,  Edmund 
Bonsfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles.  Lt.-Or>LH.F(MiddleBex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick.  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brown,  Sir  Alex.  H.  (Shropsh . 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Bull,  William  James 
Bnrdett-Gontts,  W. 
Butoher,  John  Qeorge 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.  J.A(QlaBeow 
Campbell,  J.H.U.(DobUn  Univ 
CarlUe,  William  Walter 
Canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W  (Derbyshire 
Caji^er,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.J.A  (Wore 
Chamberlayoe,  T.  (S'thampton 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coatee,  Eldward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  WiUiam 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Concai,  Benjamin  Loms 
Coltings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  J.  Charles  Ready 
Colston.  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Atbole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bsinbridge 
Crug,  Charles  Curtis  (Antrim.S 
CrippB,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Qlasgow) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cust,  Henrr  John  C. 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
Dalrymple.  Sir  Charles 
Davenport^  William  Bromley 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.R(Tower  Hamlets 
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Dickinson.  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Bt.  Hn.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Disraeli,  Coninesby  Ralph 
Dizon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Bt  Hn.  Sir  John  E. 
Doughty.  Genrge 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
PetvuBson,  Bt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  (Mane 
Fiemen,  Edward  Brooklehurst 
Finch,  Bt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison.  Frederiok  William 
FitzCierald,  Sir  Bobert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Fluinwy,  ffir  Portesoiie 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forater,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  8.  (Warwick,  S.  W.) 
Fyler,  Jt^n  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Oarfit  William 
Gibbs,  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
GiHdon,  Hn.  J.E(Elgin&;Naim) 
Gkirdon.  J.  (Lcmdonderry,  S.) 
Gordon,  Maj.  E.  (T*r  Hamlets 
Gore,  HnG.R.C.OrmB.-(  Salop 
Goro,  Hon.  S.  F.  0rra8by-(Linc. 
Gouldiog,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Bobert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  8irE.W(B'rySEdm'ndB 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  R«ymond-(Cambs.) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Gunter,  Sir  Bobert 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Bt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hsmbro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton.Marq.of(L'nd*nderry 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 
Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.  B.  (Dulwioh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Georee 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard  (HanlTy 
Heath,  James  IStaffords.  N.W. 
Heaton,  John  HennikM 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson.  Sir  A.  (Staffwd.  W. 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Bri^htsid« 
Homer,  Frederiok  William' 
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Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Bobert  Pateraon 
Howard,  J.  (Kent,  Faversham 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  Geoi^  Biokersteth 
Hunt  Rowland 
Hntton,  John  (Yorks.,  K.B.) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jebb,  Sir  Bichard  daverhonse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred 
Jeseel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
KennawB^  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  I^ees 
Laurie,  Ideut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  (Monmoath) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.B.) 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants..  Fareham) 
Lees.  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
I^eveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.8. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H«iry 
Lookwood,  Lieut -Col.  A.  R 
Long,  Col.  Chas  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Bt  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  8.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brown  lee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Q  (Cnmb.,  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Bt  Hn.  James  (Kent 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.(Portsinouth 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maoonochie.  A.  W. 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  Jftmes  A.  H. 
Msloolm,  tan 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Bjchud  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainworing,  Ha.  W.  F. 
Maxwell.  RtHnSir  H.E(Wigt'n 
MaxweU.  W.J.H.  (Dumfrieash. 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore.  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  FVaneis  Bingham 
Milner,  Bt  Hn.  Sir  FrederickG 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  WilUam  (Burnley) 
Molesworth,  Str  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants. 
Moon,  Edward  Bobert  Paoy 
Moore,  William 
Mo^[an.  D.  J.  (Walthamstow 
Horrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton.  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  CL  ■ 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
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Hyen,  William  Henry 
Newdegftte.  FraociB  A.  N. 
Nioholaon,  William  Qraham 
aNldU,  Hon.  Robert  Torreiu 
Palmer*  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herb.  Vike  (Darlington) 
Peel.HD.  Wm.  RobertWeUeiley 
Percy,  Blarl 
Pierpoiat,  Robert 
Pilkbuton,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt^Ug^oB,  SMeriok 
Plammer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Franoii  Sharp 
Pretymaa,  Emest  Georae 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-CDL  Edward' 
Porvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Gny 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasoh,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
RatcUff.  R.  F. 
Reid,  Jamee  (Greenock) 
Bemnaot,  Jamee  Farqaharson 
Renwiok,  Qeo^ 
lUchards.  Hen^Charlee 
Kdley,  Hn.  lLW.{Stalybridge) 
Ridley,  8.Forde(BethnalGteen 
Roberto,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson.  Brooke 
Rcdieeton.  Sir  John  F  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kayo 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Xiond  Walter 


Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Hoiyneox 
Ratherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rntiierftwd,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville.  OoL  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Sir  H.  S.  (Limehonee) 
Sandys,  LL-Col.  Thos.  Hyles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson,  Rt.Hn.Col.Bdw. J- 
Scott,  Sir  8.  (Ha^)ebone,  W.) 
Seton-KaiT,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe.  WiUiam  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Smith.  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Omiskirk 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jae.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Ijincs 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  U'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Heniy 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charlee  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  RtHn.  J.G(Oxf  dUoiT 
Thorbum,  Sir.Waltw 
Thtnnton,  Percy  H. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M.  i 
Tritton,  Charlee  Emrat 


TafF,  Charles 

Tufnell.  Lieut. -CoL  Edwwd 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  ViBoonnt 
Tinoent,  CoLSir  aE.H(Slieffd 
Walker.  CoL  William  HaU 
Wabond,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  R 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde.  Cok)nel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Colonel  WiUiam  George 
Welby,  Lt-CoL  A.CE(Taimtaa 
Welby,  Sir  Qua.  G.  E.  (Note.) 
Wentworth.  Bmoe  C  VcfBOO- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Uoyd 
Whiteley,  H(A8hton  niKLI^nw 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algemoo 
WiUUma.  Colonel  R.  (Doreei) 
Willooghby  de  Ereeby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York.  EJL 
Wilson,  Jcha.  (Glawow) 
irilson-TDdd,8irW.H.(To>fca) 
Wodehooae,  Rt.Hn.  E.B.(BaA 
WolfF,  GnstaT  Wilhelm 
WorUey,  Rt  Hn.  a  R  Stowt 
Wri^taon.  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  Qoatgb 
Wyndham-Qoin,  Major  W.  H. 


TlLLnS  fOB  TBM  NoBs — Sir 
■Alexander  Aoland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Aihryn  FdlowM. 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr. 
Herbert  Samuel)  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-m(»row. 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS. 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all 
FetitionB  presented  to  tite  House,  with 
the  exception  of  such  as  relate  to  Private 
Bills;  and  that  such  Committee  do 
classify  and  prepare  abstracts  of  the 
same,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  shall 
appear  to  them  best  suited  to  convey  to 
the  House  all  requisite  information  re- 
specting their  contents,  and  do  report 
Uie  same  from  time  to  time  to  the  House; 
and  that  the  reports  <d  the  Committee 
do  set  forth  the  number  of  signatures  to 
each  Petition  onfy  in  respect  to  those 
aignatuiea  to  which  addresses  are  affixed : 


— And  that  such  Committee  have  power 
to  direct  the  printing  in  exlemo  of  such 
Petitions,  or  of  such  parts  of  Petitions, 
as  shall  appear  to  require  it.  And  that 
such  Committee  have  power  to  report 

I  tlieii  opinion  and  observations  theieapcra 

i  to  the  House. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomi- 
nated of  Hr.  Allsopp,  Mr.  Bdward  Barry, 
Sir  Mancherjee  Bhowna^^ree,  Mr. 
Brymer,  Sir  Charles  Dalrymple,  Colonel 
Eenyon-Slaney,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  Sir 
Henry  Meysey-Thompson,  Ur.  C%aTles 
Morley,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Phiiipps. 
Hr.  ToUemache,  Lord  WiUoughby  de 
Bresby,  and  Mr.  Henry  Joseph  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum. — 
{Sir  A.  Aeland-Hood.) 

Adjoamed  at  twenty-flve  niBntes 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Twaday,  \Uh  February,  1904. 


PPJVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord   Chancellor  aoqaainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  t^e  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
1^  further  Standing  Orders  appUcable  to  the 
"I  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with : — 
j  Barnard  Castle  Gas  [h.l.]  ;  Cardiff  Rail- 
^  way[H.L.] 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Ozdezs  appUcable  to  the  following  Bill 
.i  have  not  been  complied  wil^: — ^Bristol 
"g  Tramways  (Extension). 

^  And  also  the  Certificate  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing  Bill  have  been  complied  with : — 

■i  Govan  Bnrgh  (Slectricity). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
.1.  Table. 

^      Clyde  Valley   Electrical  Power  Bill 
[H.L.]  Presented ;  read  1* ;  and  referred 
^  to  the  Examiners. 

5  Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]; 
I  West  Riding  Tramways  Bill  [h.l,]; 
1  Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tyne- 
I  month  Gas  Bill  [h.l.];  Neath,  Pontar- 
S  dawe,  and  BrynUnaoIUilway  Bill  [h.l.]; 
^  Tyneside  Tramways  and  Tramroads  BUI 
^  [h.l.];  Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels) 
^  Bill  [h.l.];  Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth 
C  Gas  Bill  rH.L.];  Barry  Railway  (Exten- 
^  aion  of  Time,  &o.)  Kll  [hj..].  Read  2*. 

5  Dumbarton  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
^  tion  Bill.   Brought  from  the  Commons ; 

^  read  1**;  to  be  printed,  and  (pursuant  to 
the  I^vate  Legislation  Procedure 
(Sootiand)  Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have 
been  read  2"  [The  Lord  Eintore  (E. 
Kintore)  \  and  reported  from  tbe  Com- 
mittee.  (No.  12.) 


BETUnm  BBP0BT8,  ETC. 

COLONIES  (MISCELLANEOUS). 
No.  26.  Northern  Nigoia.   Report  on  a 
series  of  mineral  and  vegetaUe  prodacts 
VOL.  CXXIX.   [F0T7BTH  Serixs.] 


from  Northem  Nigeria,  by  Professor  W. 
R.  DmiBtan,  Direotor  of  the  Imperial 
Institute. 

AFRICA,  No.  3  (1904). 
Correspondence  respecting  l^e  intro- 
duction of  Chinese   labour  into  the 
Transvaal. 

TREATY  SERIES.  No.  3  (1904). 

Agreement  betwera  the  United  King- 
dom and  Italy  providing  for  the 
settlement  by  arbitration  of  certain 
classes  of  questions  which  may  arise 
between  the  two  Governments ;  signed 
at  Rome,  Ist  Febma^,  1904. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CHELSEA  HOSPITAL  (ARMY  PRIZE 
MONEY  AND  LEGACY  FUNDS,  1902- 
1903.) 

Account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Chelsea  Hospital 
(for  services  other  iJian  those  voted  by 
Parliament),  in  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1903 ;  together  with  the  report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-Goieral 
tiiereon. 

TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Inspection  Committee  of 
Trastee  Savings  Banks,  for  the  year  ended 
20th  November,  1903;  with  appendix. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pnrsaant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  l£e  Table. 

SIR  JOHN  SOANE'S  MUSEUM, 
Statement  of  the  funds*  Sdi  January, 
19(M.  Delivered  (pnisuant  to  Aot),  and 
ordoted  to  lie  on  tiie  Table. 


SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [h.l.]. 

[Sbcond  Rbadino.] 

♦The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  op 
AGRICULTURE  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)  : 
My  Lords,  undersized  flat  fish  have  not 
been  fortunate  at  the  hands  of  Parliament. 
Many  Bills  have  been  brought  in  to  en- 
deavour to  preserve  tibem,  but  wme  of 
th«m  have  succeeded  in  conunanding  the 
support  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 
As  long  ago  as  1888  this  question  was 
brought  before  Parliament  by  a  confer- 
eiiMof  those  intereg^^jfl^^^>(J©gli^ 
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industry.  Some  of  them  waited  upon  me 
as  a  deputation  a  short  time  ago,  and  one 
or  two  of  those  gentlemen  pathetically 
observed  that  most  of  those  who  had 
originally  taken  part  in  urging  this 
question  had  now  joined  the  great 
majority.  A  Bill  was  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Bryce,  then  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  in  1895.  Another  Bill  was  brought 
in  by  the  present  Lord-Lieutensnt  of 
Ireland  (the  Earl  of  Dudley),  then  repre- 
senting the  Board  of  Trade  in  this  House, 
both  in  1896  and  1897.  In  1898  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Heneage  brought  in  a 
Bill,andin  1899a  measure  was  introduced 
by  Lord  Camperdown,  and  the  last  Bill 
on  the  subject  was  one  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ritchie  when  he  was  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  1900.  That  Bill  was 
referred  to  a  Commitee,  which  considered 
it  very  carefully.  The  Committee  re- 
ported that  in  their  opinion  it  had  been 
established  that  there  were  certain  well- 
known  areas  in  the  North  Sea  where 
8mall  and  young  fish  congregate,  and  that 
if  we  could  prevent  fishing  in  such  areas 
it  would  obviously  be  of  great  value. 
They  further  reported  that  the  proposal 
in  the  Bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of  under- 
sised  flat  fish  would  introduce  certain 
harassing  conditions  upon  those  who 
carried  on  their  business  along  the  shore 
and  in  the  smaller  trawling  vessels,  and 
in  those  circumstances  the  Committee 
thought  it  would  not  be  expedient  for  the 
Bill  to  pass  without  further  investigation ; 
but  they  added  that  they  were  confident 
that  the  question  of  the  diminution  of 
he  fish  supply  was  a  very  pressing  one 
and  that  the  situation  was  going  from 
bad  to  worse.  No  effort,  they  thought, 
ought  to  be  spared  to  provide  especiafly 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Nort  Sea  area 
and  for  the  adequate  equipment  of  the 
Government  Department  which  had  con- 
trol of  the  subject.  Since  then  the  catch 
of  fish  has,  it  is  ^e,  not  materially  fallen 
off,  but  the  area  to  whidi  the  vessels  go — 
from  Iceland  in  the  North  to  Portugal  in 
the  South — has  increased  enormously,  as 
also  has  the  number  of  vessels  engaged  in 
the  trade.  Therefore  I  do  not  think 
that  the  former  statistics  are  at  all  com- 
parable with  the  statistics  obtainable 
to-day. 

If  your  Lordships  are  pleased  to  give 
this  Bill  a  Second  Reading  I  propose  to 
The  Earl  of  Onsiow, 
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ask  you  to  send  it  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  this  House,  before  whom  I  brieve  I 
shall  be  able  to  lay  an  amount  of  evidence 
which  was  not  before  the  C3mmittee  of 
1900,  and  which,  if  it  had  been  before 
that  Committee,  would,  I  tiiink,  ven* 
materially  have  influenced  their  detxwm. 
This  question  is  not  one  which  is  bung 
brouglit  forward  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  on  its  own  mere  notion. 
It  has  been  pressed  upon  it  on  all  aidei 
by  those  who  are  interested  in  tlie  fishing 
industry.   It  has  been  pressed  upon  it  by 
Uie  owners  of  those  large  fleets  that  go  to 
the  North  Sea  to  pursue  their  bnsiiiess, 
and  it  has  been  pressed  equally  by  the 
various  fisheries  committees  thron^out 
the  Kingdom.     A  very  large  sum  td 
public  money  is  being  expended   in  in- 
vestigation  and  research,  lliis  country 
joined  an  Intemataonal  Confereaoe  wbidl 
was  to  inquire,  among  other  tilings,  into 
the  reasMi  why  f^e  supply  of  fiat  fish  in 
the  North  Sea    was  being  gradually 
depleted.   A  sum  of  £42,000  has  been 
voted  to  be  expended  in  three  years. 
The  investigations  are  to  last  for  a  longer 
period  than  that,  .but  for  at  least  three 
years  tiiis  coun^  is  committed  to  as 
expenditure  of  £42,000  in  tiie  a^gte^tte 
for  the  purpose  of  thoee  investigatioas. 
After  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  recon- 
sider our  position.    When  that  £42,000 
was  authorised  there  was  no  Department 
specially  concerned  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  fisheries.  Certain  statutory 
duties  concerning  the  interests  of  the 
fishing  population  of  England  and  Wales 
were  entrusted  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It   was   therefore   thought  advisable 
to  hand  this  sum  of  money  over  to  two 
existing  bodies,  to  the  Scottish  Fisheries 
Board  and  to  the  Marine  Biological  As- 
sociation. The  latter  is  a  scientific  in- 
stitution, whose   headquarters   are  at 
Plymouth,  which  is  primarity,  in  fact  I 
think  I  may  say  entaiely,  a  bi<rio^cal 
assodation  managed   and  administered 
by    biologists;    they    have  directed 
the  investigation.""  under  their  control 
more    particularly    to    the  direction 
and  the  temperature  of  the  currents  in 
the  North  Sea  plankton,  and  also  to 
that  curious  floating  oi^nism  whidi  is  the 
fish  food  found  in  all  |nrt8  of  the  ooean ; 
but  they  have  Dot  dueoted  Hieir  atten- 
tion, at  any  rate  to  anv  great  extent,  in 
the  direction  an  the 
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sizes  of  the  fish  caught,  localities  in 
which  they  are  caught,  where  they  pass  the 
difierent  periods  o{  their  lives,  and  where 
they  can  be  caught  with  least  detriment  to 
this  industry.  These  things  have  been 
rather,  I  tJliink,  put  aside,  and  indeed  our 
Minister  at  Cop^ihagen  has  represented  to 
His  Majesty's  Qovemment  that,  while 
England  has  by  far  the  largest  t&ka  of 
fish,  she  is  the  meet  backward  in  giving  in- 


of  each  size  in  a  box  of  small  plaice 
obtained  from  these  grounds.  A  sufficient 
number  of  boxes  to  constitute  a  fair 
sample  of  the  whole  were  bou^t  on  the 
market,  and  their  contents,  consisting 
of  over  40,000,  were  measured.  Similarly 
a  sufficient  number  of  each  length  were 
weighed  so  as  to  establish  the  average  rela- 
tion between  length  and  weight.  The 
average  contents  of  a  box  was  thus 


formation  on  the  subject?  to  which  I  have  _  established,  and  by  applying  such  know- 
just  directed  your  Lordships*  attention. '  ledge  to  the  statistical  returns  it  was 
When  the  time  ctunes  for  a  reconsidera- 1  found  that  the  fleeto  filling  on  the 
tion  of  the  relationship  of  this  country  |  Eastern  grounds  refened  to  had  in  19(^ 
to  the  other  countries  teking  part  in  Uie  |  an  average  catch  of  over  40  per  cent.. 


conference,  at  the  end  of  the  first  three 
years,  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  very 
carefully  to  consider  whether  those  two 
bodies  to  whom  the  expenditure  of  Great 
Britain's  very  large  pecuniary  con- 
tribntiim  is  entrusted  are  tiiose  most 
competent  to  expend  it  wisely  and  well. 
In  addition  to  this  sum  £1,600  a  year  is 
expended  by  the  Department  over  which 
I  have  the  honOTir  to  preside  in  asoertain- 


and  in  1903  over  36  per  cent,  by  weight 
of  plaice  under  ten  inches,  and,  in  1902, 
of  over  60  per  cent.,  and  in  1903,  of  53 
per  cent,  by  weight  of  plaice  under  eleven 
indkes.  I  think  that  conclusively  proves 
that  the  vessels  which  go  oat  to  fish  in 
this  great  nursery  ground  in  the  North 
Sea  bring  home  a  very  large  number  of 
fish  which,  if  they  were  allowed  to  grow 
to  mature  size,  would  enormously  increase 
the  amount  of  the  food  supply. 


ing  the  total  catch  and  the  total  value  of 
the  fisheries  of  this  country,  and  a  further 
£1,000  a  year  is  given  for  scientific  pur* :  This  Bill  is  of  a  somewhat  elastic 
poses  to  the  Marine  Biological  Associa  character,  and  I  have  so  drafted  it 
tion.  I  am  happy  to  say  tEftt^  owing  to  I  bcause  the  Icthyological  Committee  which 
the  generosity  ol  one  of  the  jfreat  City  i  sat  in  1903  recommended  that,  in  view  of 
Livery  Companies — th0    Fishmongers'  j  the  difficulty  of  canyingj>ut  reliaUe  in- 


Company — we  have  had  the  advantage 
of  having  placed  at  our  disposal  facilities 
which  have  enabled  us  to  prosecute 
inquiries  a  little  further.  Under  those 
arrangements  we  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  fish  brought  into  the  market  at 
Billingsgate  and  to  divide  them  into  three 
classes — namely,  "  large,"  "  medium,"  and 
"  small,"  and  carefully  to  analyse  them. 
From  these  returns  we  find  that,  during 
the  months  of  March  to  July  inclusive, 
the  fleets  fishing  in  the  area  off  the 
Danish  coast,  in  the  nighbourhood  of 
Heligoland,  took  very  large  quantities 
of  small  plaice.  In  1902  tJ^e  proportion 
of  these  fish  to  the  total  take  was  82'G  per 
cent,  by  weij^t  and  71*8  per  cent,  by 
value;  in  1903  it  was  99*2  percent,  by 
weight  and  56*2  per  cent  by  value.  The 
term  "  small  plaice  "  is  however,  merely 
a  market  distinction  and.  includes  fi^ 
from  six  inches  to  fifteen  inches  in 
length. 

The  investigations  which  I  nave 
referred  to  were  conducted  so  as  to 
ascertain  the  average  proportion  of  fish 


vestigations  as  to  the  effect  of  natural 
causes  on  the  supply  of  fish,  the  effect 
of  such  operations  on  the  tisheries 
could  best  be  tested  by  regulating  such 
operations  experimentally,  and  it  is  ex- 
perimentally that  we  desire  to  proceed  in 
this  Bill.  I  am  sorry  that  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Tweedmouth  is  not  in  his 
place,  because  he  has  taken  a  great  in- 
terest, from  the  be^nning,  in  all  these 
fisheries  questions.  I  have  read  carefully 
the  objections  which  he  advanced  against 
the  Bills  that  have  been  introduced  in 
former  years.  One  suggestion  which  he 
made  was  that  this  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  rather  by  international  agreement 
than  by  legislation  in  this  country.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  Bill  which  will  prevent 
our  entenng  into  any  international  agree- 
ment, but  that  is  a  matter  involving 
considerable  time  and  a  great  deal  (n 
waiting,  and  we  cannot  afford  to  wait  in 
this  matter.  I  think  your  Lordships  will 
see  that  it  is  h^^y  desirable  that  thia 
country  at  any  imte  should  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  do  something  to 
prevent  the  destruotitm  of  undersized  fish 
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in  the  great  nursery  grounde  of  the  North 


The  Board  of  Agriculture,  to  which 
has  been  referred  the  duties  of  watching 
over  the  fiBheries,  has  for  many  years 
been  entrusted  by  Parliament  with  dis- 
cretionary  powers  by  way  of  Order.  That 
was  originally  done  in  the  case  of  dig- 
eases  of  animals,  and  the  object  of  the 
Boflffd,  which  has  been  completely  attained, 
has  been,  not  to  force  pnblic  opinion, 
but  to  endeavour,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, to-  follow  and  to  live  up  to 
it.  We  have  begun  with  Orders  which, 
perhaps,  have  oeen  by  many  people 
thougnt  not  sufBciently  stringent.  We 
have  increased  from  time  to  time  their 
stringency,  and  in  the  case  of  diseases 
of  animals  we  are  at  present  most 
loyally  supported  by  those  who  are  in- 
terested in  agriculture,  in  our  desire  to 
stamp  out  the  diseases  which  we  have  not 
already  obliterated.  It  is  in-the  same  war 
that  we  hope  to  proceed  by  this  Bill. 
If  you  look  at  Clause  1  you  will  observe 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  are  to  be  empowered  to  make 
Orders  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
destruction  of  undersized  fiat  fish,  either 
absolutely  or  subject  to  such  exemptions 
or  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed. 

The  matters  which  we  shall  have  to 
consider,  and  which  the  Committee  will 
have  to  consider,  are,  first,  what  months 
in  the  year  shall  that  prescription  apply 
to ;  secondly,  what  is  the  class  of  vesseU 
which  shall  be  prohibited  from  landing 
undersized  fish  ;  and,  thirdly,  what  shall 
be  the  size  of  fish  the  landing  of  which 
sh^  be  prohibited.  Under  the  former 
Bilk  it  was  an  offence  to  sell  any  fish  under 
a  certain  size,  that  size  being  prescribed 
in  the  Bill,  and  it  was  stated,  with,  I  dare- 
say, agreatdeal  of  truth,  thatas  that  applied 
indiscriminately  to  everybody  engaged  in 
fishing,  it  might  work  great  hardship  to 
the  small  people  along  the  shore,  who, 
although  they  may  destroy  a  certain  num- 
ber of  undersized  fish,  do  nothing  like  the 
damage  done  by  trawlers  in  the  North  Sea. 
The  wject  of  this  Bill  is  to  exempt  many 
email  boats  catching  undersized  fisfa  to 
an  extent  which  is  inifinitesimal  compared 
to  the  resources  of  the  sea,  but  which 
may  be  of  vital  importance  to  the  im- 
mediate owner  in  obtaining  his  livelihood. 
Such  vessels  may  be  found  at  Ramsgate, 
Brixham,  and,  indeed,  all  round  the 
coast,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  interfere 
The  Earl  Onalow, 


with  people  getting  such  a  livelihood.  It 
is  true  that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid 
catching  tiiese  small  fidi  if  yon  go  to  like 
ground  where  tiiey  aie,bat  we  belicTe.fRRZi 
the  evidence  before  us,  that  it  will  not  be 
worth  the  while  of  the  trawlers  to  go  to 
these  nurseries  of  small  fish  if  you  prevent 
them  from  landing  them  after  Uiey  have 
beenoaught.  They  will  goto  otlier  parts  of 
the  Nor&  Sea,  and  these  nmaerieB  will  be 
preserved  as  breeding  grounds  f  cht  the  &4i. 

Perhaps  I  may  explain  how  it  oomes 
that  this  particular  area  is  the  breeding 
ground  of  the  North  Sea.   The  current  is 
always  running  from  West  to  East,  the 
spawn  of  the  fish  floats  in  the  water  and 
'v  carried  by  the  current  into  that  an^ 
between  the  North  of  Germany  and  Jut- 
land;  it  cannot  get  any  further  and 
strilffis  up  af^inst  the  coast;  the  young 
fish  are  hatched  oat  and  txavel  back  to 
the  large  banks  adjoining  Heligoland. 
If  they  are  allowed  to  remain  there  a 
year   undisturbed  they   become  good 
sized  fish,   and   swim   out    into  the 
larger  area  of  Hie   North  Sea.  There 
is  a  olanse  in  the  Bill  which  give^ 
power  to  the  Board  of  Agricoltaie  and 
Fisheries  to  prevent  trawling  within  s 
diree  mile   limit  of  the  wore;  that 
power  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the 
fisheries    oommittees    all    round  the 
coast.     There   are,     I   think,  1,700 
miles  of  coast  line,    and    there  are 
some  parts  where  the  prohibitions  might 
with,  advantage  be  extended.     All  we 
ask  is  tiiat  Parliament  should  g^ve  to  us 
the  same  powers  as  are  now  possessed  by 
fisheries  committees  all  round  the  coast. 
It  is  high  time  that  Bngland  should  set 
an  example  to  other  countries.  Othet 
countries  have  passed  limits  for  fish, 
but  we  have  no  underuzed  limit  in  thu 
country.   I  am  informed  tiiat  there  is  no 
sale  fat  undersised  fish  on  tiie  Continent, 
and  certainly  the  first  vessels  we  should 
prohibit  lancUng  fish  on  these  shores  would 
be  foreign  vessels  bringing  them  in  when 
English  vessels  are  prevented  from  d<nng 
so. 

We  should  first  $onfine  the  prohibition 
to  those  steam  carriers  and  large  trawlers 
that  go  out  to  tike  North  Sea.  We  are 
invited  to  do  so  by  Hke  great  companies 
who  own  these  trawlers  and  carriers,  and 
I  beUeve  thgp  jf,^»vdi|9^^f  cpimoD 
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amongst  those  who  irapreamtthe  great  fish* 
inginterestnponthissabjeot.  Thediminn- 
tion  of  the  fii^  food  eapply  of  this  oonn^ 
is  a  very  seiioas  matter.  It  is  one  whioh 

at  a  very  early  date  will  inevitably  come 
home  to  the  population,  particalarly 
the  poorer  population,  and  unless  some- 
thing is  done,  at  a  very  early  date,  my 
fear  is  that  there  will  be  a  very  serious 
diminutifxi  in  the  food  simply  of  this 
counlry.  ThisKll  is  designed,  as  I  have 
said,  with  a  certain  amount  of  elasticity, 
to  enable  as  to  proceed  tentatively,  so 
that  if  we  make  a  false  step  we  are  able 
to  retreat.  I  think  the  way  in  which  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has 
been  supported  by  the  farming  interest  in 
this  country  is  such  that  I  may  safely 
ask  your  Lordships  to  give  it  a  certain 
discretion  in  this  matter.  The  Bills  that 
have  been  introduced  before  have  not  been 
very  successful,  but  I  earnestly  hope,  and 
confidently  expect,  that  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  which  will  not  interfere  with  the 
small  shrimper  and  the  longshoreman 
round  the  coast,  while  it  will  impose  a 
self-denying,  ordinance  on  the  owners  of 
large  steam  trawlers  and  carriers,  will 
meet  with  but  little  :opposition.  I 
therefore  invite  your,  Lor^hips  to  give 
it  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*.— 

( The  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

Lord  HENEAGE  :  My  Lords,  I  wish 
to  congratulate  my  noble  friend  on 
having  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
brought  forward  this  measure.  Although 
it  is  a  somewhat  different  measure  from 
that  brought  forward  in  previous  years, 
I,  for  my  part,  speaking  as  the  President 
of  the  Sea  Fisheries*  Protection  Associa* 
tion,  prefer  the  lines  on  which  it  is 
drawn,  because  it  is  an  enabling  Bill ;  it 
is  not  a  hard  and  fast  measure.  It  will 
enable  my  noble  friend  who  has  the  in- 
terest of  sea  fisheries  and  other  fisheries 
to  look  after,  to  alter  at  various  times 
his  Orders  by  the  l^tof  experience,  and 
that,  I  think,  will  be  a  very  great  gain, 
without  having  to  go  to  Parliament.  I 
do  not  propose  to  enter  at  all  into  those 
parts  of  my  noble  friend's  speech  in 
which  he  alluded  to  certain  controversial 
subjects.  These  will  be  thoroughly 
threshed  oat2.in{the  Select  Committee 


which  he  pioposes  to  ask  your  Lordships 
to  appoint.  I  should  lilm  to  say  that  we 
who  represent  the  sea  fisheries  industry 
do  not  look  upon  tiie  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  1900  with  very  much 
respect.  We  think  it  was  rather  a  per- 
fuibctory  examination  of  the  question, 
and  that  the  object  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee was  rather  more  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  Ur.  Ritchie  in  wiUidtawing 
his  Bill  tSiuk  to  get  at  any  amount  of 
satisfactory  evidence.  We  prefer  to  go 
back  to  the  Committee  of  1893,  presided 
over  by  my  noble  friend  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth,  which  thoroughly  threshed  out 
this  question  and  took  evidence  on  all 
sides.  The  opposition  to  the  Bill]  was 
very  weU  managed,  but,  notwithstanding 
that,  this  very  large  Conmiittee,  repre- 
senting England,  Scotland,  and  Ireluid, 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it 
was  time  something  was  done  to  stop  the 
destruction  of  undersized  fish ;  they 
were  also  unanimously  of  opinion  that, 
considering  all  the  proposals  made  to 
them,  there  was  only  one  possible  way  of 
doing  it,  and  that  was  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  undersized  fish.  It  was  on  tha 
Report  of  that  Ccnnmittee  that  all  these 
Bills  were  brought  in,  first  by  Mr.  Bryoe, 
then  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  afterwards  by 
myself.  They  were  all  framed  on  the 
Report  of  this  Committee  which  had 
thorou^ly  threshed  out  the  question. 
We  do  not,  as  I  say,  pay  very  much 
attention  tol^e  Report  of  the  Gommittse 
of  1900,  as  we  think  that  the  recom- 
mendation that  more  scientific  evidence 
was  required  was  against  the  weight  of 
evidence.  The  Committee  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  one  of  the  causes  of  this 
diminution  of  the  fish  supply  was  on- 
doubedly  the  destruction  of  immature 
fish.   Again  t^ey  said — 

"  Tour  Oommittee  find  that  the  sabject  of 
the  dimioutitm  of  the  fiah  suf^ly  is  a  very 
piesidng  <me^  and  tiie  dtoatiim  u  going  from 
bad  to  woFMi." 

But,  notwithstanding  tiiose  statements, 
they  decided  tbat  the  measure  should  be 
po8tp(med  Ua  want  of  more  scientific 
evidence.  We  do  not  think  that  scien- 
tific evidence  is  of  so  very  much  import- 
ance. We  think  this  a]practical  ques- 
tion, on  which  practical  men  who  go  out 
to  the  North  Sea  have  a  far  better 
knowledge  than  theseu^jfflM^iiB^gfef^Fe 
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This  question  has  now  been  before  the 
countzy  for  nearly  twenty  years.  In 
1888  and  1889  it  was  tiie  sabjeot  of  dis- 
cussion before  the  Sea  Fisheries*  Associa- 
tifm,  when  200  delegates  wwe  ]nesent ! 
from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  | 
and  in  the  fc^owing  year  there  was  also  | 
a  large  conference^  in  which  representa- i 
tives  were  present  from  Belgium,  Den- 
mark, France,  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  | 
and  Spain,  and  they  were  absolutely  | 
unanimous  with  r^rd  to  the  solution  of  ' 
the  questi<n,  whi<^  was  tiutt  the  only 
possible  chance  was  to  stop  the  sale  of 
nnderaized  fish.   My  noble  friend  said 
just  now  that  he  thought  a  co'untiy  like 
this  ought  to  lead  in  promoting  such 
legislation.   Well,  Mr.  Ritchie,  speaking 
seven  years  ago,  made  a  very  str<mg 
speedi  in  favour  of  it,  and  he  thm  said — 

**  It  u  ODe  of  those  qawtions  on  which  other 
eountries  have  moved,  and  on  which' we  uaght 
not  to  be  behindhand." 

That  was  <ieven  years  ago;  therefore 
what  we  have  to  do  now  is  to  make  up 
for  lost  time.  X  hope  the  Bill  will  not 
only  be  given  a  Second  Reading,  but  that 
it  will  successfully  pass  through  the 
Select  Committee  and  the  otiier  House  of 
Parliament.  I  have  much  pleasure,  as 
President  of  the  Sea  Fisheries'  Protection 
A8sociati<m,  in  giving  tiie  Bill  my  sup- 
port. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2",  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 


RAILWAY  RATES  ON  MILK  AND 
AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE. 

*Th«  Earl  of  LICHFIELD  :  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  any  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  Board  with 
the  railway  companies  with  regard  to  the 
conditions  affecting  the  carnage  of  milk 
and  other  agricultural  produce.  With 
regard  to  the  latter  part  of  my  question — 
that  which  refers  to  other  agricultural  pro- 
duce— I  do  not  intend  to  trouble  your 
Lordships  at  any  length.   It  is  a  very  coni- 

flioated  and  difficult  matter,  and  is  chiefly, 
imagine,  a  question  of  rates  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  one  of  vital  importance  to 
the  whole  agricultural  interest  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  I  cannot  help  hoping 
iliat  the  negotiations  which  I  believe  have 
been  going  on  between  the  Board  of 
A|{ricuiture  and  the  railway  compuiies 

Lord  Seneage. 


may  be  suecesifnl  from  our  point  of  ^ie*, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agricnlture  will  be  able  to  announee 
he  has  made  satisfoctory  arrangemrae 
with  thoeecompanies.  ,Bat  on  the  ouestioo 
affecting  the  carriage  of  milk,  1  ahoald 
like  to  trouble  your  L(»«Ufaipa  with  a 
few  words,  because  the  conditioiu  are  ao 
ext'cmely  unsatisfactory  to  the  agrieal^ 
tural  community.  Your  Lordships  man 
be  aware  that  the  only  way  in  which  miu 
can  be  carried  on  the  railways  ia  ^tho-  at 
the  parcels  rate,  which  is  practically  a 
prohibitive  rate,  or  at  the  owner's  risk 
rate.  As  a  mutter  of  fact,  nearly  tbt 
whole  of  the  milk  trade  is  carried  on  at 
the  owner's  risk  rate^  and  the  unfortonate 
farmer  is  allowed  no  compensation  for 
loss  or  damage  to  his  milk.  The  railway 
companies  only  undertake  to  compensate 
when  it  has  been  proved  that  their 
8er\*ant^  have  been  wilfully  neglectfol. 

Those  conditions  are  extremely  unsati- 
factory  for  the  fanners,  and  I  should  likp 
to  read  to  your  Lordships  one  or  two 
typical  cases.  Here  is  the  first.  Milk 
duly  consigned,  carriage  paid^takes  eleven 
days  to  reach  its  destination  —  a  dis- 
tance of  about  100  miles.  The  railway 
company,  although  repeatedly  pressed,  ab- 
solutely decline  to  make  any  compensa- 
tion. Here  is  another  case.  Milk  duly 
c(Angned,  carriage  paid,  is  ^ilt  on  the 
railway.  The  company  admit  this,  bnt 
refuse  to  entertain  a  claim  for  compensa- 
tion. The  third  case  that  I  will  quote  is 
that  of  milk  duly  consigned,  carriage 
paid,  but  never  heard  of  again.  The 
railway  company  said  that  they  ooold 
find  no  trace  whatever  of  the  milk  in 
question,  and  declined  to  give  any  omn- 
pensation.  I  can  assure  your  Lordsh^ 
that  those  cases  are  typical  of  many 
hundreds  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
what  we  hope  the  Board  of  Agricoltore 
will  be  able  to  arrange  is  that  the  rail- 
way companies  should  admit  responsi- 
bility and  pay  the  fiarmer  in  cases  of 
loss  or  damage. 

I  should  like  also  to  oall  attention  to 
the  exceedingly  insanitary  state  of  the 
milk  vans  in  hot  weather.  I  have  heard 
of  cases  in  which  fish  has  been  sent  in  the 
same  van  as  milk,  and  also  a  live  boar. 
Milk  has  also  been  sent  in  the  same  van 
as  offal  from  slaughter-houses,  the  ^tink 
horn  which  ^p,^ftj^ij(»J^9g^en>«>»W«- 
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The  leeolt  is  that  in  the  hot  weather  iJie 
milk  so  sent  is  very  liable  to  arrive  at 

its  destination  sour  and  tainted,  and 
is  refused  on  that  aooonnt  by  the 
ocnsignee.  What  we  desire  is  t^at  there 
should  be  some  speoial  regalations  onder 
which  milk  should  be  carried  in  vans  by 
itself,  and  that  the  vans  should  be 
properly  cleaned  and  washed  <mt.  In 
many  cases  they  are  not  swilled  oat  half 
frequently  enough.  An  individual  farmer 
by  himself  is  practicaliy  powerless  to  get 
any  redress  from  the  railway  companies, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  many  societies  have, 
of  late  years,  been  started  throughout  the 
country  to  help  the  farmers  in  these  uid 
othn  matters,  and  representaticms  have 
been  made  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
through  these  societies,  giving  cases  of 
oompUint,  and  urging  the  Board  to  take 
up  this  question  on  behalf  of  the  farmers 
and  endeavour  to  make  more  satisfactory 
arrangements  with  tfae  railway  companies. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that^the  railway 
■companies  will  accede  to  a  request  put 
before  them  by  such  a  powerful  institu- 
tioa  as  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Our 
railways  are  managed  by  able  and 
sensible  men,  and  1  feel  convinced  that 
they  will  find  it  to  their  own  interests  to 
accede  to  those  demands.  The  present 
conditions  do  not  favour  an  increase  in 
the  milk  trade,  for  farmers  get  discour- 
aged. I  am  confident  that  if  there  were 
better  regulations  and  more  chanoe  of 
&rmers  getting  compensation  whm  diey 
suffer  loss  on  the  railway,  the  trade  would 
be  increased,  and  in  the  end  the  railway 
companies  would  benefit.  There  is  one 
thing  certain,  that  under  present  con- 
ditions the  servants  of  railway  companies 
know  that  their  masters  will  not  have  to 
pay  if  they  are  careless,  and  the  resnlt  is 
that  they  are  extremdy  careless.  If  the 
railway  companies  undertook  to  pay  for 
damage,  they  would  verysoon  make  their 
servants  much  more  particular  and  care- 
ful in  handling  the  milk,  and.  therefore,  I 
do  not  think  that  in  the  end  the  companies 
would  have  to  pay  very  much  by  way  of 
compensation. 

There  is  only  one  point  further 
that  I  diould  to  submit  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  it  is  this.  Is  the  noble  Earl  correctly 
zeported  as  having  said  tite  other  day 
that  his  Board  intended  at  an  early  date 


to  introduce  a  measure  dealing  with 
adntteiated  bntter  ?  I  hope  that  may  be 
so.  We  were  all  very  much  disappointed 
that  no  mention  was  made  of  the  subject 
in  His  MajestyV  most  gracious  Speech. 
It  was  alluded  to  last  year,  and  a  BiU 
deaUng  with  the  subject  passed  through 
several  stages  in  the  House  of  Commons ; 
but,  I  suppose,  mainly  .owing  to  the 
lamented  death  of  Mr.  Hanbtiry,  and  the 
dislocation  that  ensued  at  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  the  Bill  did  not  pass.  I  can 
assure  the  noble  Earl  that  this  is  a  very 
important  matter,  and  one  in  respect  of 
which  we  look  to  him  for  help.  I  hope 
that  not  only,  will  a  Bill  be  introduced, 
but  that  every  effort  will  be  made  by 
the  (Government  to  get  it  passed  into 
law  this  session. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  op  BRANDON: 
My  Lords,  this  is  a  matter  of  vital  con- 
cern to  Ireland,  as  well  as  to  England. 
The  Irish  fanners*  grievance  is  even 
greater  than  that  of  the  English  farmer, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  anytbing  is 
done  the  benefits  of  that  measure  will  be 
extended  to  Ireland.  I  should  like  to 
point  out  one  or  two  special  points  where 
this  matter  touches  us  in  Ireland.  The 
question  roughly  'divides  itself  into  one 
of  rates  and  one  of  fadlittes.  The  ques- 
tion of  rates  is  not  so  much  for  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  as  for  tiie  Board  of 
Trade ;  but  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  facilities,  the  difficulties  of  the  position 
are  very  much  aggravated  for  the  Irish 
farmer  by  the  breaking  of  bulk  in 
crossing  the  channel.  It  is  practically 
impcasible  for  the  Irish  farmer  to  get  any 
redress.  In  f^ese  cases  where  a  grievance 
exists  of  goods  being  injured  in  transit  1^ 
what  must  be  gross  negligence,  there  is  a 
difficulty  of  bringing  it  home  to  any  of 
the  different  companies  concerned, 
because  there  are  more  than  one  of  them. 
I  believe  that  the  law  is  that  the 
receiving  company  alone  is  responsible, 
and  once  they  have  handed  over  tbe 
consignment  to  a  steamship  company 
their  responsibility  ceases.  The  person 
sending  the  goods  has  to  proceed  against 
the  company  that  receives  them  from 
him,  and  he  cannot  get  any  redress,  for 
all  that  the  company  has  to  do  is  to 
prove  that  it  passed  tiie  goods  on  to 
another  company.  That  is  me  of  (mr 
grievances.  As  regaidsifl^jiffi^  agi^tMrn 


U67       Bailvxtff  Rates  on  MxUc        {LORDS}      and  AgricuUural  Produre.  1468 


produce,  I  believe  there  are  also  great 
diffionltieB  in  the  matter  of  proper  sani- 
tazy  preoautions  and  bo  fcvth  for  fbe 
cioas  channel  trafilo,  bo&  as  regards 
milk,  batter,  and  other  perishable  ^ffic, 
and  tile  cattle  trade.  Bat  perhaps  tiiis 
is  also  rather  within  the  purview  of  tite 
Board  of  Trade,  and  therefore  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  apon  it.  I  onty  rose 


with  all  the  railway  companies  in  Eng- 
land for  some  time  past  on  the  subject  U 
facilities  for  agricultural  traffic,  and  I 
shall  hope,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days^ 
to  la^  upon  the  Table  of  both  Houses  of 
Paiiiament  the  cnrrMpondence  which  ha» 
taken  place  between  us.  Naturally,  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  that  very  important 
trade,  the  milk  trade.    As  the  noble  Lord 


two  rates 


for  the  purpdie  of  emphasising  the  im- 1  IH!*"*™^  Lordshiiw,  there 
portanoe  of  this  matter  to  Ireland,  and  of  '  "  -      '  ^- 

making  an  appeal  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  that  any  benefits  extended 
to  Eni^tish  fanners  shonld  be  eztoided 
also  to  Irish  farmers. 

*Thk  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  My  Lords, 


ara 

the  owner's  risk  rate  and  Uie 
company's  risk  rate — and  there  is  a 
material  difference  in  the  amount  of  the 
two.  Not  unnatorally  the  farmer  prefers 
the  lower  rate,  and  the  companies,  when 
asked  to  compouate  for  loss,  reply  that  if 
the  owner  chooses  to  send  the  goods  at  his 
perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  reply  first  ^  9^"  "skhe  must  take  the  loss.  However, 
to  the  Question  which  the  noble  Eari  has  1  ^       g'^^  ^        matter,  at 


Question 

put  to  me,  but  of  which  he  did  not  give 
mc  notice — the  question  as  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
sale  of  butter.  The  Speech  of  His 
Qracious  Majesty  was,  I  think,  of  an 
unusual  length,  and  perhaps  butter  was 
one  oS  those  subjects  which  might  with 
best  advantage  be  left  out  in  the  com- 
petition for  mention  in  the  King's  Speech. 
As  it  had  been  generally  announced  in 

the  country  that  the  Government  in-,    ,  ,  _  .    ,   ,    -  , 

tended  to  reintroduce  the  Bill,  I  do  not ;  miadehvery  and  I  am  surprised  that  the 
think  any  disappointment  can  have  ;  ^pmpany  refused  to  entertam  the  apphai- 
occurred  in  the  minds  of  agriculturists.  '  compensation.    But  it  must  be 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Fellowes,  who  i  remembered  that  this  la  w  graiia  and  not 
represents  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  '  *  1^**  posiUon  that  can  be  enforced, 
the  other  House,  has  alrMdy  given  a '    There  is,  I  am  afraid,  a  disposition  to 
promise  to  that  effect,  and  he  wfll  intro- '  think  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  can 
duce  the  Bill  probably  on  Monday  or  do  a  great  deal  more  than  they  can. 


any  rate,  the  companies  have  been  dis- 
posed to  meet  the  agriculturists  as  fairly 
as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  They 
tell  me  that  whilst  they  must  maintain 
their  legal  position  in  regard  to  traffic 
conveyed  at  owner's  risk,  it  is  their 
practice,  in  a  friendly  way,  to  consider  on 
its  merits  every  case  of  total  loss,  wilful 
pilfering  or  misdelivery.  I  diould  have 
thought  that  the  can  of  milk  that  went 
astray  for  eleven  days  did  so  owing  to 


Tuesday  next,  and  it  will  then  be  printed 
and  circulated.  The  noble  Lord  who  has 
just  sat  down  appealed  that  whatever 
was  meted  out  to  England  should  be 
meted  out  equally  to  Ireland.  I  am 
afraid  I  must  say  that  in  my  opinion  the 
Irish  farmer  is  in  a  much  better  position, 
BO  far  as  regards  funds,  than  the  English 
farmer.   We  in  England  are  alw^  trying 


The  only  effective  weapon  is  in  the  hands 
of  every  individual  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  is,  to  invite  Parliament  to 
refuse  to  consider  any  Bill  which  a 
particular  company  may  put  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  unless  they  do  so  and  so. 
That  would  be  a  strong  step,  and  one 
which  would  not  be  snpported  in  the 
country  unless  it  was  shown  that  the 


to  get  a  little  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  ,  company  treated  those  who  sent  prodooe 
whereas  the  Irish  farmer  has  a  very  large  by  that  railway  in  a  manner  which  was 
sum  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  |  manifestly  inequitable  and  unfair.  I  have 
Agricultural  Department  in  Ireland ;  and,  |  been  lately  considering  whether  it  would 
more  than  that,  he  has  one  of  the  ablest  not  be  to  the  greater  advantage  of  farmers 
representatives  to  deal  with  the  matter  -  ^  gend  their  goods  at  owner's  risk,  but  to 
in  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett,  and  I  am  sure  ^j^^^  them.  I  beUeve  that  the  differ- 
that  in  his  hands  the  mterests  of  Irish  enoe  between  owner's  risk,  plus  iosuranoe^ 

would  be  considerably  less  than  if  toan^ 
neglected.  mitted  at  company's  risk,  and  I  think 

So  far  as  the  general  question  is  con-  that  is  worthy  of  their  consideration, 
cemed,  I  have  been  in  correspondence  Farmers  are,  i>j|tii^'K^f9iSyf^***  ^ 
Lord  MotUeagle  of  Brandon.  o 
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that  sooh  a  very  delicate  prodact  as  milk 
shall  not  be  mixed  up  with  anything 
which  might  easily  taint  it»  such  as  fish. 
I  can  assure  yoni  LoiddkipB  tiiat  the 
Board  of  Agricoltore  have  not  lost  sight 
of  tills  very  important  question,  but  are 
in  negotiation  with  the  companies ;  and 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  show  you  exactly 
what  the  nature  of  those  negotiations  has 
been  in  the  oonise  of  a  very  few  weeks. 

THE  CASE  OF  CAPTAIN  HARRISON. 

Lord  MUSKERBY :  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  His  Majesty's  Ooremment  what 
has  been  the  result  tA  the  further  com- 
munication which  has  been  addressed  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Canadian 
Government  relative  to  the  case  of  Cap- 
tain Harrison,  of  the  ss.  "  Grecian,"  who 
successfully  appealed  in  this  country 
against  the  suspension  of  his  certificate  in 
Canada,  but  was  required  to  pay  the  costs 
of  his  appeal ;  and  whether  there  is  now 
any  probability  of  Captain  Harrison  being 
recouped  the  costs  referred  to. 

Lord  WOLVERTON  :  My  hovAn,  in 
answer  to  the  Question  of  my  hon.  friend 
I  have  to  state  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  of  the  **  Grecian,"  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  refers,  were  put  by  the  Colonial 
Office  to  the  Canadian  Government.  After 
careful  consideration,  the  decision  of  the 
Canadian  Government  is  that,  as  the 
master  neglected  to  avail  himself  of  his 
right  of  appeal  to  the  Minister  of  Marine 
and  Fisheries  in  Canada,  it  is  not  con- 
sidered that  any  obligation  rests  upon 
that  Government  to  repay  his  expenses. 


THE  STRANDING  OF  THE  "  ISLE  OF 
LEWIS  "  AND  THE  "  DRUMBAIN." 

Lord  MUSKERRY  :  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government  what 
were  the  circumstances  attending  the 
stranding  of  the  steamer  "  Isle  of  ^wis," 
which  drove  ashore  near  Plymouth  in 
October  last ;  whether  she  was  in  ballast, 
and  became  unmanageable  ;  and  whether 
any  formal  investigation  into  the  cause 
of  the  serious  damage  to  this  steamer  has 
been  held.  Also,  whether,  in  regard  to  the 
court  of  inquiry  which  investigated  the 
circumstances  attending  the  stranding  of 
the  steamer  "  Drumbain  "  in  October  last, 
any  opinion  was  expressed  by  the  court 


as  to  this  disastw  being  caused  by  this 
vessel  being  Ught  and  in  improper  triuL 

Lord  WOLVERTON:  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Lord  has  raised  two  cases — the. 
case  of  the  "  Isle  of  Lewis"  and  that  of 
the "  Drumbain."  In  the  case  of  the 
"  Isle  of  Lewis,"  the  vessel  took  shelter 
in  Plvmoudi  in  what  may  be  described  as 
a  whole  ^de  "  and  was  brought  to  ao 
anchor.  The  master,  however,  found 
that  the  berth  was  likely  to  be  a  foul  one 
owing  to  the  proximity  of  another  large 
steamer,  and  he  hove  up  his  anchors  and 
navigated  the  vessel  to  what  he  considered 
a  safer  berth.  In  letting  go  the  anchors- 
a  second  time,  a  terrific  squall  struck  the 
vessel  and  turned  her  broadside  on  to 
wind  and  sea,  with  the  result  that  she 
dragged  her  anchors  and  finally  went  on 
the  rocks.  No  lives  were  lost  A  pre- 
liminary inquiry  was  held,  but  no  formal 
investigation,  as  the  severity  of  the 
weather  accounted  for  the  vessel  dragging 
her  anchors.  With  regard  to  the  "  Drum- 
bain," the  court  of  inquiry  stated  their 
opinion  that  the  vessel  being  light,  and 
five  feet  by  the  stem,  the  sea  and  wind 
prevented  her  making  good  her  course. 
This  goes  to  show  wat,  in  setting  the 
course,  allowance  should  have  been  made 
for  the  drift  caused  by  wind  and  sea; 
and,  as  such  allowance  was  not  made, 
the  vessel  did  not  make  good  her  course. 
No  lives  were  lost. 

HouRe  adjourned  at  twenty 
miuat^  past  Five  o'clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  lialf-past 
Toi  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuaday^  \m  Fdmtary,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS   (STANDING  ORDER 
62  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  .of  the  Bzamineis  of 

Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof.  Standing 
Order  No.  62  has  l^eii  joB»^i^^ 
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vii. : — Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill; 
Oreat  Northern  Railway  Bill;  Mullingar, 
Kells,  and  Drogheda  Railway  Bill. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 


PRIVATE   BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER 
63  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  apon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  tike 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
lirst  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
"So.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
Brixham  Gas  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

SUBSTITUTED  BILL  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Hr.  SpEAKBB  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  <me  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  respect 
of  the  following  BiU  introduced  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  The  Private  Legisla- 
tion Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  and 
which  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
liad  directed  to  originate  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  he  has  certified  that  the  Standing 
Orders  have  been  complied  with,  vis. : — 
-Govan  Burgh  (Electricity)  (Substituted) 
Bin  [Lords]. 

PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  tike  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
■case  of  the  Petitions  for  the  following 
Bills,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been 
■complied  with,  viz. : — London  United 
Tramways;  London  United  Tramways 
•(Railways);  Hiddlesborough,  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  and  Thornaby  Tramways. 
Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to 
the  Select  C!ommittee  on  Standing  Orders. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords], 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  laid  upon  the  Table 
Beport  from  one  of  tlie  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in 
respect  of  the  Bills  comprised  in  the  List 
reported  by  the  Chairman  rf  Ways  and 
Means  as  intended  to  originate  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  has  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied 
with  in  the  following  case,  viz. : — Bristol 
Tramways  (Extensions). 


PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  [LOBDs] 
(STANDING  ORDEBS  NOT  COM- 
PLIED WITH). 

Mr.  Spbakxb  laid  upoD  the  TMo  Re- 
port from  one  of  l^e  Examiners  ol 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  foUowing 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  not  been  compHed  wHh, 
viz : — Bristol  Tramway  (Extensions). 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  tiie  Street  Conunittee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

Chippenham  Gas  Bill;  Colney  Hateb 
Oas  Bill;  London,  Tilbury,  and  Soath- 
end  Railway  Bill.  Read  a  second  time, 
and  conmutted. 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Bill.  To  be  read  a  seocmd  time  to- 
morrow. 

Donegal  Railway  Bill  (by  Order) 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Hilling- 
don  East)  Provisional  Order.  BiU  to 
confirm  a  Scheme  with  respect  to  Nor^ 
man's  or  No  Man's  Land,  Hillingdcm. 
East,  ordered  to  be  bron^t  in  by  Mr. 
Ailwyn  Fellowes  and  Mr.  Victor  (^▼en- 
disb. 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Fam- 
borou^)  Provitional  Order.  BiU  to  cob- 
firm  an  amended  Scheme  witii  respect  to 
Farnborough  Cmnmon,  Broad  Street 
Qreen,  Leach's  Green,  and  Green  Street 
Green,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ailwjrn  Fellowes  and  Mir.  Victor  Caven- 
dish. 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Hil- 
tingdon  East)  Provisional  Order  Bill. 
"  To  confirm  a  Scheme  with  respect  to 
Norman's  or  No  Man's  land,  Hillingdon 
East,"  presented,  and  md  the  first  time ; 
to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  62.] 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Fani- 
borough)  Provisional  Order  Bill,  "To 
ccoifirm  an  amended  Scheme  with  respect 
to  Famborough  Common,  Broad  Street 
Green,  Leach's  Green,  and  Green  Street 
Green,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  referred  to  tiie  Examiners 
cf  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  and  to  be 
printed.  [Billi«»#byVjOOg[e 
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PETITIONS. 

LICENCES  (KENEWAL). 
Petitions  against  alteiation  of  Law; 
from  Stockton  on  Tees ;  Amadale ; 
Opyog;  Samybridge;  Southend  <m.  Sea; 
Qiy;  Goshea;  Lower  Mont;  Bradford; 
Wellingborough  ;  Macclesfield ;  Rother- 
liam  ;  Churchill ;  Nottingham  ;  Clifton ; 
Ashton ;  Ashton  under  Lyne  (two) ; 
Inverary ;  Oldham ;  Ayr  ;  Beaumaris  ; 
Oban;  Rugby;  Erith;  Dartfoid  (two) ; 
Leicester  (three) ;  Tunbridge  Wells ;  Cor- 
wen  ;  Limehouse  ;  Giassmoor ;  New 
Houghton;  Mansfield;  HanaBeld  Wood- 
house  ;  Sherwood  Forest  ;  Paynton; 
North  Petherton;  Manchester;  Bo'ness; 
Bathgates;  Boscombe;  Etsecar;  Hoy- 
land  Common ;  Brynmawr  ;  Beaufort ; 
<3ftrth;  Llanwrtyd;  Rhesyear;  Newtown; 
Philipstoun;  Fauldhoose;  Chelsea  (two) ; 
Ireston;  Erith;  Preston;  Cwmtwrch; 
Irvine;  Bath;  Bridgwater;  Openshaw; 
Norwood ;  Ecclesfield ;  (TInn ;  Black- 
ridge;  Burnley;  Winchburgh;  Freesall; 
Braudraton ;  Uddingstone ;  Harthill ; 
Tnlte  Hill  and  Norwood;  Maeaffynon; 
Pencae;  Abermeurig;  Wern;  Peniel; 
Tibehelf;  Aber;  Borth;  Blaenpennal; 
Stapleford;  Thornton  Heath;  Blaena- 
nerch ;  Chatham  (two) ;  Holm ;  Birken- 
head; Penrhiw;  Lampeter;  Brynseion; 
Dewi  Brefi ;  Bwlchyllan ;  Llechryd ; 
Yontsaeson ;  Plymouth ;  Aberayron ; 
Nuneaton ;  Hednesford;  Seaton  Dela- 
val;  Leslie;  Necton;  Ponteroyd; 
Aberarth  (two);  Bournemouth;  Wigan 
{two);  and  Swansea;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


RETUR}fS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CHELSEA  HOSPITAL. 
Account  presented,  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1903,  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-Qeneral  thereon 
[by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Tabk,  and  to 
bs  printed.    [No.  56.] 

ABUT  (ORDNANCE  FACTORIES) 
(APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT). 

Appropriation  Account  presented,  of 
the  sums  granted  by  Parliament  for  the 
expense  of  the  Ordnance  Factories,  the 
■cost  of  the  productions  of  which  have 
bsen  clwrged  to  the  Army,  Navy,  and 


Indian  and  Colonial  Giovemments,  etc., 
and  the  Statement  of  the  Surpluses  and 
Deficits  upon  the  Grants  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1903,  together  with 
the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-Qeneral  thexetm  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No, 
67.] 

TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKa 

Copy  presented,  of  Twelfth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Inspec- 
tion Committee  for  the  year  ended  20th 
November,  1903,  with  Appendix  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  58.] 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Proceed- 
ings daring  the  m(mth  of  December, 
1903  [by  Command];  to  lie  upcm  the 
Table. 

INEBRIATES*  ACTS,  1879  to  1899 
(RBQULATIONS)  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Regnktions  for 
State  Inebriate  Reformatories  in  Ireland 
[by  Act];  to  lie  up<m  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  3,  1904). 

Copy  presented,  of  Agreement  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy,  provid- 
ing for  the  settlement  by  Arbitration  of 
certain  classes  of  questions  which  may 
arise  between  the  two  (Sovernments. 
Signed  at  Rome,  Ist  February,  1904  [by 
Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TARIFF  WARS  (COMMERCIAL, 
No.  1.  1904). 

Copy  presented,  of  Reports  on  Tariff 
Wars  between  certain  European  States 
[by  Command];  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

AFRICA  (No.  2,  1904). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Somaliland 
Protectorate  for  the  year  1902-3  [by 
Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

AFRICA  (No.  3,  1904). 

Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
respecting  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
Labourintothe  Transvaal  [by  pomm^dl: 
to  lie  upon  the  TabWi'Q  t'^ed  by  V^OOglV 


U75  QuesUms.  {COMMONS}  Qtustions.  147$ 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Trade  "  Gomara    Ammdintnt  arOainiiif 

Act. 

Me.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  tJie  President  oi  the  Board  of  Trade 
vhether,  in  view  of  the  results  of  the 
cotton  comer,  he  will  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  introducing  a  measure  to 
amend  the  Gaming  Act  of  1892,  so  as  to 
prohibit  what  is  termed  bear  selling  and 
render  illegal  fictitious  contracts  in  op- 
titms,  futures,  and  warrants,  and  making 
the  differences  irrecorerable  at  law. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfowr.)  I  am 
not  prepared  to  recommend  legislation 
on  this  subject. 

Befosala  of  Pablicans*  Licences. 

Mr.  CORBETT  (Glasgow,  Tradeston) : 
To  aak  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
t^e  Home  Department  if  he  can 
state  in  how  many  cases  in  England  and 
Wales  the  renewal  of  viotnallers*  licences 
was  refused  last  year  on  the  ground  tiiat 
they  were  not  required  (after  allowing  for 
the  results  of  appeals) ;  and  what  propor* 
tion  this  number  bears  to^^l^e  total 
number  of  ^suchjlicences. 

(Attswered  by  Mr.  Seerelary  Aken- 
Douglas.)  The  only  information  in  my 
possession  on  the  points  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  is  contained  in  the  Return  of 
Licences  Refused  issued  last  year  (Parlia- 
mentary Paper  No.  194),  From  the 
summary  of  that  Return  it  appears  that 
in  167  cases  the  licensing  justices  refused 
die  renewal  of  victuallers'  licences  on  the 

f round  that  tiiey  were  not  required, 
or  the  purposes  of  the  appeal  figures 
it  is  not  possible  to  distinguish  between 
those  cases  and  the  169  other  cases  in 
which  licences  were  refused  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  not  required,  couplm  with 
other  grounds.  Takingth«e336  refusals 
together  it  may  be  estimated  fawn  the 
body  of  the  Return  that  in  about  100 
oases  an  appeal  was  allowed.  Thiswould 
leave  aboub  230  cases  in  which  tiie 
licences  were  finally  refused ;  and,  on  the 
figures  shown  in  the  last  annual  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Inlaod  Revenue,  viz. : 
67,055  viotuallera'  liottuies  gnuited  ui  the 


year  1902-3,  the  proportion  wouU  be 
about  one  in  290. 

PnbUcation  of  Oivil  Service  Sap^e- 
mentary  Bstimatat- 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (PerUishire,  B.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  when 
the  Civil  Service  Supplementary  Ssti- 
nkates  will  be  in  the  hands  of  If  embon. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  CaveitdidL) 
The  Civil  Service  Supplementary  Bsti- 
mates  have  been  drcnUted  to-day. 

Colonial  Life  Insurances  and  Income-Tu 

Bebate- 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KINO  (Hull.  Centnl) : 
To  ask  Mr.  ChaneellOT  of  the  Exoheqwr 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Aft 
privilege  granted  to  Income-Taz  payen, 
resident  in  this  country,  of  exemption  tm 
premiums  of  life  assurance  policies  is 
restricted  to  policies  issued  by  oompuiiw 
whose  head  offices  are  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  is  not  applicable  to  polieiw 
issuM  by  companieB  estaUished  in  other 
parts  of  the  Empire,  as  in  India.  Aaatraha, 
and  Canada,  he  will  consider  the  propriety 
of  extending  this  mivil^  to  tlie  policies 
of  all  Indian  and  G(donial  life  aMorsDee 
companies,  which  are  now  treated  as 
foreigners. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  AusUn  Ckamberkaak.) 
Legislation  is  required  in  order  to  extend 
to  Indian  and  Colonial  insurance  com- 
panies the  exemption  from  Income-Tax 
on  premiums  which  is  granted  to  insur- 
ance offices  in  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
am  making  inquiries  into  the  conditioas 
under  which  insurance  companies  carry 
on  their  business  in  the  respective  Colonies 
and  in  India,  with  a  view  to  finding  out 
whether  in  each  case  the  same  treatment 
is  accorded  to  companies  with  loctJ  head 
offices  and  companies  with  head  offices  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  Until  I  am  in 
possession  of  the  result  of  those  inquiries 
I  am  unable  to  make  any  definite  state- 
ment as  to  legislation. 

Dismissal  of  Newtown  Stewart  Post- 
master. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.):  Ta 
ask  the  Postmaster-C^neral  if  he  can 
state  the  grounds  of  the  dismissal  <rf  W. 
H.  West  from  the  postmastership  tA 
Newtown  Stewart,  in  the  county  of 
Tyrone ;  and  whether  Jt  is  his  intention, 
having  regsrd  gle^dtiltAiiQda^SB  of  the 
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Newtown  Stewart  post  office  diBtrict,  to 
«pp(unt  an  official  of  the  Post  Office  to 
tne  vacant  position. 

(Anmoered  by  Lord  StanUif.)  Mr.  West's 
office  was  declared  vacant  in  consequence 
of  certain  frauds  having  occurred  in  the 
office  which  were  rendered  possible  by  hia 
genend  carelesBneas  and  laxity  of  super- 
vision. I  have  not  yet  selected  a  successor, 
and  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  he  will 
be  an  officer  already  in  the  service  or  not. 

OaiTiage  of  Hails  between  Limerick  and 
Tralee. 

Mb.  O^SHAXJGHNSSST  (Limerick, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Oeneralif  he 
will  state  the  amount  the  Waterford  and 
Limerick  Railway  Company,  previous  to 
amalgamation  with  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Company,  were  re- 
ouving  from  the  postal  authorities  for  the 
carriage  o{  the  mails  between  Limerick 
and  Tnlee ;  how  much  the  latter  oompany 
now  leqnire  in  order  to  continue  to  run 
trains  for  the  carriage  of  the  mails  in 
this  district  at  hours  suitable  to  the 
postal  authorities ;  how  much  have  the 
authorities  agreed  to  pay ;  and  if  he  will 
state  the  amount  the  company  are  now 
receiving  for  the  carriage  of  some  of  the 
mails  in  titis  district,  and  what  does  the 
aervioe  oompriae. 

{Jnsfffered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The  pay- 
ment to  the  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Western  Railway  Company  for  convey- 
ance of  mails  previous  to  tiie  amalgama- 
tion of  that  company  with  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company 
was  £1,600  a  year,  for  which  a  suitable 
team  service  was  provided.  The  agree- 
ment was  terminated  by  the  oom^ny  at 
about  the  time  of  the  amalgama1a<m,  and 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Company 
demanded  £7,161  a  year  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  former  trains.  My 
predecessor  was  prepared  to  continue 
payment  on  the  former  terms;  but,  in 
view  of  tlie  refusal  of  the  company  to 
reduce  their  demand  for  a  suitable 
service,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  send 
those  mails  by  railway  for  which  suitable 
trains  were  run  by  the  company  for  their 
own  traffic,  and  to  make  the  best  pro- 
vision p(»8ible  for  forwarding  by  road  the 
remainder  of  the  muls.  Negotiations  are 
still  jnooeeding  wttii  die  company  as  to 
:the  payment  for  the  ccuTeyanee  of  those 


mails  which  are  now  sent  1^  railway. 
The  present  service  by  railway  include? 
the  conveyance  of  the  day  mails  in  each 
direction,  of  the  night  mails  for  places 
between  Tralee  and  Templ^lantine,  and 
also  of  Uie  up-night  mails  to  Limerick  on 
week  days. 

Appointment  ot  British  Otmsuls  at  Unk 
den,  Antnug.  and  Tatungkau- 

Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  To  ask 

the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 

AfEairs  whether  any  appointments  are  to  - 

be  made,  ot  have  heea  made,  of  British 

Consuls  at  Mublen,  Antung,  and  Tatung- 

kau. 

(Answered  by  Earl  Percy.)  C<msular 
officers  will  be  appointed  at  Mu^en  and 
Antung.  Tatungkau  will  be  included  in 
the  Consular  district  of  Antung. 

Bnasian  Tonnage  Dnes  at  Port  Arthur. 
Mb.  MOON:  To  ask  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  whether 
His  Majesty's  Consul  atNin-chwang  has 
yet  funushed  a  report  upon  the  difiereo- 
tial  tonnage  dues  imposed  by  the  Russian 
authorities  at  Port  Arthur ;  and,  if  not, 
when  it  is  expected. 

{Ansteered  by  £arl  Percy.)  A  report 
has  been  received  and  is  now  under 
consideration. 

Oo^  Tax— Report  of  Oommission  on  Goal 
I  Supplies- 

SiE  GEORGE  NEWNES  (Swansea 
Town):  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  on  the  completion  of 
the  evidenoe  with  regard  to  the  coal  tax 
before  the  Royal  Commission  on  our  Coal 
Supplies,  he  will  ask  the  Commissitm  to 
furnish  a  special  interim  Report  cm  this 
part  of  the  question. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ausien  Chamberlain.) 
No,  Sir ;  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
representation  to  the  Commissioners  in 
regardjto  the  procedure  which  they  should 
follow. 

Officers'  Unironn  in  the  Indian  Army. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
is  aware  that  under  the  regulations  lately 
issued  regarding  changes  of  ^:^ifonn  in 
the  Indian  Army,  ~ 
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and  transport  oorps  have  had  to  purchase 
a  new  uniform  costing  about  £60,  which 
they  only  wear  once  or  twice  a  year  (m 
official  occasions,  such  as  a  Viceroy's 
levee;  and  whether,  in  view  of  uie 
offi(»al  desire  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the 
necessary  expenses  of  offioras  in  ^e 
^dian  Army,  he  will  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  substituting  for  use  in  India  a 
nropler  uniform  of  khaki  or  otJier 
material  suitable  to  the  climate  and  less 
expensive. 

(Aimoered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrkk.) 
All  the  Orders  issued  in  1902-3  regarding 
changes  in  uniform  in  the  Indian  Aimy 
provided  that  tunics  then  in  use  might 
be  continued  in  wear,  without  alteration, 
until  worn  out.  The  adopticm  of  a  new 
pattern  of  full  dress  uniform,  as  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member,  would  entail  con- 
siderable expen^nre  on  every  officer  of 
the  Indian  Army  affected.  As  regards 
the  tatter  part  of  the  Question,  officers 
wear  the  same  coloured  uniform  as  the 
rank  and  file  of  their  regiments,  and  it 
would  be  inadvisable  to  make  a  change 
in  this  respect. 

The  Boyal  Indian  Marines. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  wheUier  his 
attention  has  been  directed  by  the 
Government  of  India  to  complaints 
brought  by  petition  to  the  Viceroy,  in 
October,  1902,  from  Hke  whole  of  the 
executive  officers  in  the  Royal  hidian 
Marines  of  the  block  in  promotion  and 
other  disabilities  afiecting  their  position, 
especially  in  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
third  grade  commander ;  is  he  aware  of 
the  rate  of  pay  of  full  lieutenants  of  six 
years  standing,  and  of  the  fact  that  there 
are  lieutenants  of  seventeen  years  service 
in  receipt  of  only  Rs.  260  per  mensem ; 
is  he  aware  of  the  rates  of  leave  pay  in 
England  and  expenses  of  uniform  on 
promotion,  and  that  a  navigating  officer 
has  to  share  with  the  Commander  the 
responsibility  for  the  safe  navi^tion  of 
his  ship,  but  receives  no  increased 
emoluments;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state 
whether  any  reply  has  been  made  to 
tiiese  representatioDB ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
the  IndLin  Govnnment  will  favourably 
consider  some  revision  of  tiiese  rates  of 
P«y- 


{Angwend  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrirk.) 
The  memorials  of  the  executive  offioera  of 
the  Royal  Indian  Marine  have  been  under 
consideration  for  some  time,  and  I  have 
sanctioned  certain  measures  whiidi  I  hc^ 
will  improve  the  conditions  of  aerriee  of 
those  Mfioers.  These  will  be  annoaneed 
in  India  shor^. 

AnwintmaBt  of  Iibli  Dispensary  Doebo. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (Wexford. 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
consent  to  the  repeal  of  Section  6  of  the 
Local  Qovenunent  (Ireland)  Act  of  1902, 
with  a  view  to  tJie  settlemo&t  of  the 
difficulty  which  has  arisen  in  Ireland  re- 
garding the  a^Kiintment  of  dispensary 
doctors. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Tlie 
necessity  for  this  section  of  the  Act  was 
explained  by  me  in  the  Committee  Stage 
of  the  Measure  on  the  12th  Deoembu, 
1902.  I  cannot  for  the  reaaons  then 
stated  agree  to  the  repeal  of  the  seotioo. 

Amalgamation  of  Irish  Untona. 
Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDS :  To  ask  Ife 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  it  is  in  contemplatian  to 
amalgamate  any  of  the  Irish  uni<Ki8 ;  and, 
if  so,  whether,  before  any  ama^amations 
are  decided  upon,  local  inquinee  will  be 
publicly  held  by  an  indepei^nt  tribunal 
similar  to  the  .^speal  (Tommisaion  under 
the  Local  GU>VOTiuneat  Act. 

{Anmered  by  Mr.  fTyndhun.)  The 
general  question  of  the  amalgamatiou  of 
unions  is  at  present  the  subject  of  in vesti- 
gatton  by  the  Poor  Law  Conuuiaaiott 
appointed  in  May  last.  A  considwaUe 
volume  of  evidence  has  already  b^en 
taken  in  public  by  the  Commission,  bat 
until  its  Report  has  been  presented  I  am 
unable  to  say  whether  further  inquiry 
will  be  necessary  before  effect  can  be 
given  to  any  recommendations  made  by 
the  Comnussion. 

Irish  National  School  Teadhers- 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  B.):  To 
ask  the  (Thief  Secretary  to  LOTd- 
Lieatenant  of  Ireland  it  he  can  say  (1) 
how  many  male  principal  teaoiiers  M 1^ 
first  division  of  the  first  clasa  having 
incomes  (exch^ve  of^^^piutioa 
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grant)  exceeding  £127,  and  whose  average 
attendance  for  the  proTious  calendar 
year  was  not  less  than  seventy,  were  in  the 
service  of  the  National  Board  on  the  Ist 
April  1900  (the  date  of  the  introduction 
of  the  new  system  of  payments  to  national 
teachers);  (2)  how  many  of  sooh teachers 
joined  the  first  of  first  grade;  (3)  how 
many  of  such  teachers  did  not  join  the 
first  of  first  grade ;  (4)  why  did  not  the  last- 
mentioned  teachers  join  the  first  of  first 
ffrade  according  to  Rule  200  (e)  (5);  and 
(5)  why  have  the  last-mentioued  teachers 
(who  got  good  reports)  been  awarded 
their  increments  for  the  triennial  period 
just  ended. 

{Anmoered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  (1)  265. 
(2)  197.  (3)  sixty-ei^t.  (4)  and  (5). 
They  were  not  elif^ble  under  mis  by  actual 
income  for  joinu^  first  of  first  grade. 
After  the  termination  of  three  years  from 
1st  April,  1900,  six  of  these  teachers  had 
left  the  service.  Of  the  remaining  sixty- 
two,  eight  were  promoted  to  first  of  first 
grade  from  1st  April,  1903;  eighteen  were 
not  promoted  because  the  average  attend- 
ance at  their  schools  had  fallen  below 
seventy;  twenty-ei^twrae  not  promoted 
because  they  could  not  be  recommended 
by  the  inspectors,  as  they  did  not  fulfil 
the  necessary  conditions  for  promotion; 
and  eight  were  not  promoted  because  the 
reports  on  their  schools  for  the  preceding 
three  years  were  not  sufficiently  satis- 
factory. 

Inqniir  into  Oondnct  of  Sergeaat  Byxne  of 

Hftftt"ooii. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord'Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state  what 
decision  was  arrived  at  some  time  ago 
respecting  the  Court  of  Inquiry  instituted 
into  the  conduct  of  Sergeant  Byrne,  of 
Hookeen,  Loughrea ;  and  will  he  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of  the 
evidence  given  on  the  occasion. 

{AnstoeredbyMr,  WyndhamJ)  TheCourt 
of  Inquiry  found  the  accused  not  guilty 
of  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  and 
the  Inspector-General  ooucarred  in  the 
findit^  of  the  Court.  It  it  not  proposed 
to  lay  a  Qapy  of  the  evidence  npon  the 
Table. 


North  DnUUn  Union— Sapposad  Death 
of  an  Inmate. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
the  30th  January  last  a  female  patient  in 
the  infirmary  of  the  North  Dublin  Union 
was  reported  dead;  that  the  noises  in 
charge  who  were  leaving  the  premises  at 
the  time  gave  instructions  for  the  body 
to  be  removed  to  the  mortuary  and 
doctor*s  certificate  to  be  made  out  which 
was  done,  and  that  subsequently,  on  the 
removal  of  another  corpse  icom  the- 
mortuary,  it  was  found  that  the  woman 
was  still  living;  and  will  he  order  an 
inquiry  into  the  matter. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  ffyndham.)  My 
hon.  friend  has  been  misinformed. 
The  Question  has  no  fonndatim  in  fact. 

Buncrana  Sewense  Scheme- 

Mr.  0*D0HERTY  (Donegal,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  plans 
for  the  Buncrana  sewerage  scheme  have- 
been  as  yet  amended  and  approved  of 
by  the  Local  Qovemment  Board;  and,  if 
not,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  not 
having  these  works  proceeded  vit^. 

(Ataaered  by  Mr.  Wyad/um.)  The- 
Board  on  the  22nd  January  returned  to 

the  district  council  for  amendment  a  plan 
for  this  sewerage  scheme,  and  requested 
that  a  specification  with  estimate  and 
plans  in  detail  might  be  famished. 
Th^e  have  not  yet  been  sappliedjto  the 
Board. 

Discharge  of  Sewage  into  Thames  at 
Sheemess- 

Sir  JOSEPH  DIM3DALS  (London) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War- 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  state  of  the 
sewage  now  being  discharged  into  the 
River  Thames  from  the  military  estab- 
lishments at  Sheemees  and  elsewhere, 
notwithstanding  that  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  was,  in  March,  1903, 
called  to  the  subject  by  the  Corporation 
of  London  as  the  Port  Unitary  Authority; 
and  whether  he  will  state  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take  to  prevent  the  continu- 
ance of  discharge  of  sewage  in  its  present 
state. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
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ia  the  matter  alluded  to  in  the  Question. 
As  a  rixmbr  state  of  affairs  exiote  all 
along  the  lower  river  ia  tibe  oaae  of  tite 
«ivil'  population  it  is  considered  inex- 
pedient that  the  War  Department  should 
take  acticm  separately  from  the  local 
civil  audioritieB  affected. 

PnUieationof  Army  Supi^amMitaty 
Estimatas. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  when  the  Army 
Su^lemehtary  Estimates  wiU  be  in  the 
hands  of  Members. 

(Anstoered  by   Mr.   Setretary  Amold- 
Forster.)   This  Estimate  will  be  in  the  I 
•hands  of  Memlms  on  Thursday  next.  | 

Aroolntment  of  Dental  Snrfwrns  to  ' 
First  Army  Cotps.  ■ 

Sir  CARNB  RASCH  <E8Sex,  Chehns- . 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Seoretuy  of  State  for  I 
War  whether  he  has  any  official  reports  1 
upon  the  appointment  of  two  dental ! 
sn^eons  to  First  Army  Corps ;  and : 
whether  he  will  state  if  it  is  proposed  to  | 
increase  their  number. 

{Annvered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- ! 
Forster,)  Owing  to  the  satiriaot<ny  nature  I 
-of  the  reports  on  the  cmplOTment  of  | 
dental  surgeons  it  has  been  decoded  to  | 
employ  eight  dentista  with  the  troops  | 
eerving  at  Home  stations. 

Condemned  War  Office  Forage- 

Sir  CARNB  RASCH:  To  ask  the 
Secretary ,of  State  for  War  whether  the 
War  Office  have  taken  steps  to  recover 
the  loss  on  the  condemned  forage  from 
Prentis  the  contractor;  why  Prentis 
-was  allowed  to  contract  for  the  War 
Office;  whetiier  the  Department  had  any 
security  that  the  oblation  would  be 
oarried  out;  and  whether  the  Depart- 
ment was  aware  that  Underwood  was 
the  real  contiaotor  in  this  transaotim. 

{Answer^  by  Mr.  Secretary  Armld- 
Forxter.)  The  necessary  steps  to  recover 
the  loss  mentioned  are  being  taken  by 
the  legal  advisers  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  question  of 
Mr.  Prentis  being  allowed  to  contract 
with  the  Department,  there  was  no 
reason  whatever  to  suppose  that  he  had 
any  oounaotiou  with  Messrs.  Underwood, 


or  that  the  latter  was  the  real  coDtracto:. 
As  regards  seoority  it  is  not  the  cnstosi 
of  the  Department  to  require  secoziT} 
outside  the  terms  of  the  contract  for  th? 
fulfilment  of  contract  obligattois  a 
regard  to  supplies. 


Unauthorised  Private  Oireiil&tum  to : 
hen  of  Parliament  of  Lord  Idasi 
De^tches. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  To 
ask  the  Se-cretary  of  State  for  the  Colcnia 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  printed  circular,  without  date,  signa- 
ture, or  printer's  name,  sent  by  poet  to 
Members  of  Parliament  containing  ihf 
substance  of  Despat(dies  Kos.  91  and  93 
from  Lord  Miker  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, the  delivery  being  made  a  day  oi 
two  before  the  issue  of  the  Blue-book 
contaming  these  despatches  to  thi- 
House ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  mafcp 
inquiries  into  the  means  by  which  thf 
despatches  were  interested  and  copied 
by  unknown  persons. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  LytteUoa.' 
I  have  no  information  on  this  snbject 
but  I  will  make  inquiries  and  shall  be 
much  assisted  in  doing  so  if  tlie  hen. 
Member  can  supply  me  witih  a  o^^y  o: 
the  oiroular  to  which  he  refers. 

Oensorship  of  Private  Oorreq;H>iidence 
in  the  Tnuuvaal. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire. 
RnshoUfie):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the  power 
referred  to  by  his  predecessor  on  the  29th 
April,  1903,  of  intercepting  and  opening 
letters,  docimients,  and  parcels  in  the 
Transvaal  has  been  exercised  during  the 
last  six  months ;  and,  if  so,  in  how  manv 
instances ;  and  has  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  Ordinance  been  carried  out 

{Antmred  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttdton.)  I 
am  making  inquiry  bv  telegraph  as  to  the 
various  points  raised  by  the  hon.  Member. 

The  Acrienltaral  Bates  Act. 

Sir  WALTER  THORBURN  (Peebles 
and  Selkirk) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  in  view  o  the  early 
expiration  of  the  Agricultural  Rating  Acr, 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
introduce  a 


term  or 
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alternatively  to  m^e  it  a  permanent 
■enaotairat. 

{Amwertdhy  Mr,  WaUer  Long.)  Perhape 
my  hon.  friend  will  allow  me  to  answer 
this  Question.  The  period  of  the 
continuance  of  the  Agncultui-al  Rates 
Act,  1896,  was  extended  in  1901  until 
the  31st  March,  1906,  and  the  Grovernment 
<lo  not  propose  to  introduce  legislation  on 
the  subject  during  the  present  session. 


QUESTIONii  IN  THE  HOUSE, 


Imperial  Service  Order. 

Capt-UN  NORTON  (Newington,  \V.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  give  directions  for 
(he  publication  in  the  Army  List,  in  the 
samo  way  as  already  published  in  the 
Navy  List  respecting  naval  officers,  of  a 
list  of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Auxiliary 
Forces  upon  whom  Hie  Majeety  the  King 
ban  eonf  erred  the  Imperial  Service  Order. 

*Thi  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Rlr.  Arnold-Forstbr,  Belfast, 
"W".)  :  Instructions  have  been  given  that 
the  names  of  recipients  of  the  Imperial 
Service  Order  shall  in  future  be  shown  in 
the  Army  List. 

War  Office  Beor^anUatioii. 
Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, £.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  when  does  he  propose  to 
take  the  omnion  of  this  House  on  the 
scheme  for  tbe  reorganisation  of  the  War 
Office. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD -FORSTER  :  The 
tilovemment  will  be  glad  to  give  tbe 
House  an  opportunity  of  discuasing  the 
scheme  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  War 
Office  when  the  course  of  business  dlows. 
The  Committee,  however,  have  not  yet 
completed  their  Report,  and  it  will  be 
obviously  inconvenient  to  discuss  the 
scheme  proposed  by  them  except  as  a 
-whole.  The  reorganisation  of  the  War 
Office  is  an  administrative  matter,  and  for 
the  most  part  does  not  require  legislative 
sanction  ;  but  the  transfer  to  the  Council 
of  certain  statutory  powers  vested  in  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  must  be 
effected  oy  Act  of  Parliament.  Probably 
it  wilt  be  convenient  to  raise  a  discussion 
on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  which 
must  be  brought  forward  for  this  purpose. 

VOL.  CXXIX.   [Fourth  Series.] 


I  shall  be  glad  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  raise  the  Question  again  when  tiie 
Prime  Minister  returns  to  the  House: 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  Will  the  discus- 
sion of  the  part  of  the  Report  dealing 
with  tbe  CaUnet  Committee  of  Defence 
be  in  order  on  that  Bill 

•Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  do  not 
know  how  far  the  Orders  of  the  House  will 
allow  it,  bat  I  believe  there  are  ^poaals 
in  this  first  part  which  will  require  legis- 
lation. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER  :  Will  any 
money  be  asked  for  and  will  any  state- 
ment be  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  introducing  the  Estimates. 

•Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  No  money 
will  be  required  at  this  stage,  and  I 
doubt  whether  it  will  be  required  at  a 
later  stage.  But  if  I  find  that  money  is 
re4|uired  I  will  make  a  statement.  My 
opinion  at  present  is  that  no  money  wiJl 
be  required. 

Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (PorU- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  officers  whose  services  at 
the  War  Office  have  been  dispensed  with 
under  {the  new  scheme ;  what  wrange- 
ments  have  been  made  for  the  conduct  of 
business  during  the  period  of  transition 
from  the  old  system  to  the  new,  and  to 
secure  tiiat  the  Department  may  be  prer 
pared  fw  any  national  emergency  which 
may  arise. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD  -  F0R8TER  :  Field- 
Marshal  Lord  Roberts,  at  the  special 
request  of  the  Prime  Minister,  has  con- 
sented to  place  his  services  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee  of  Imperial 
Defence.  General  Sir  Henry  Bracken- 
bury  has  retired  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
period  of  savice.  General  Sir  William 
Nicholson,  whose  period  of  service  would 
have  expired  on  1st  May  of  the  present 
year,  has  been  specially  selected  to  be 
attached  to  the  Japanese  forces  during 
the  present  war,  to  represent  the  Intelli- 
gence Department.  No  further  appoint- 
ments of  the  nature  referred  to  in  the 
Question  have  been  made  at^prwent. 
Arrangements  have  be^ifeen^aej^)^!^ 
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conduct  of  buonesB  during  ike  period  of 
transition  fr<nn  tiie  old  system  to  tiie 
ner,  and  it  is  not  antic^ated  that  the 
work  of  the  Department  will  be  inter- 
rupted. I  may  remind  my  hon.  friend 
that  the  patent  coDstituting  the  new 
authority  was  only  sealed  on  the  8th 
inst.,  and  that  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Army  Council  was  held  yesterday. 

Soufh  Aflrlcaa  War  Hadals. 

Sir  GEORGE  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  when  the  medals  and  clasps 
given  for  the  South  African  War  will  be 
all  issued,  including  those  for  the  South 
African  regiments  raised  m  South  Africa. 

*Hb.  ABNOLD-FOBSTER  :  I  am 
afraid  that  it  is  not  possible  to  say  when 
the  issue  of  these  medals  and  clasps  will 
be  completed.  Medal  rolls  are  still 
coming  in  and  there  are  several  more  to 
comet  great  difficulty  being  experienced 
in  some  cases  in  finding  officers  who  can 
prepare  and  certify  rolls.  I  do  not  think 
in  tiiis  case  tiiere  has  been  any  undue  or 
unavoidable  delay. 

Sir  GEORGE  BABTLEY:  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  some  regiments  which  went 
right  through  the  war  have  not  yet 
received  sufficient  medals  ? 

*Mr.  ABNOLD-FOBSTER  :  If  the 
hon.  Member  can  inform  me  of  any  oases 
I  will  inquire  if  they  come  under  the 
exceptional  cases  I  have  mentioned. 

Malta  and  Oihraltar  Barracks  Sanitary 
Oondltion. 

Caftain  NORTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
communicate  to  the  House  the  reports 
made  by  the  officers  oommuiding  the 
Boyal  Engineers  and  principal  medical 
officers  at  Malta  and  Gibraltar  upon  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  in 
those  commands  in  l^e  years  1900,  1901, 
'  1902,  and  1903,  and  state  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  remedy  the  evils  brought 
to  notice  in  those  reports  regarding  the 
struotqial  defects  of  tSie  buildings  and 
tiie  need  for  improved  water  supply  for 
the  use  of  the  troops. 

*Me.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  re- 
ports in  questionarecimfidential.   I  can. 


however,  assnze  the  Hooae  tlat  fti 
proper  steps  are  being  taken  to  tme^ 
the  various  defects.  Jjarge  Burnt  i 
money  have  beoi  spiHit  in  impion- 
ments  of  these  barracks.  The  oolr 
serious  case*!  of  the  nature  referred  t«h 
the  hon.  Member  which  have  b«s 
brought  to  notice  are : — Gibnltat: 
Brewery  Barracks  reported  as  insaniUir. 
These  are  about  to  be  replaced.  HsHi. 
Fort  Hanod  reported  as  being  ia  a 
insanitary  condition.  This  will  b 
evacuated  as  socm  as  a  tliird  InfutiT 
battalion  barrack  can  be  bnilt  at  Fto- 
broke  Camp.  As  regards  the  vais 
snppty  only  a  few  defects  have  hta 
retorted  and  they  have  been  or  ate  boct 
remedied. 


Effects  <tf  Deceased  Soldiers- 

Hr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Ctomar^):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  SecTetaryof  State  foe  Vk 
whether  he  is  aware  l^t  a  watch,  tk 

property  of  the  late  QnartCtmastR' 
Sergeant  J.  Macleod,  which  was  haodid 
over  by  the  hospital  anthcwities  n 
Klerksdorp  to  Lieutenant  W.  Gatee,  l»tt 
of  the  14th  Company  Imperial  Yeomurr, 
for  despatdi  to  the  deceased  soldiff't 
father,  resident  in  Ross-shiie,  has  faM 
to  reach  its  destination;  whether,  leeiiif 
that,  although  Lieutenant  Gates  state 
that  the  parcel  was  registered  and  post((i 
at  Klerksdorp  about  the  end  of  Bhrch. 
1902,  he  is  unable  to  produce  the  rege 
tered  receipt  issued  in  such  cases, 
that  the  post  office  authorities  » 
Klerksdorp  deny  all  knowledge  of  tbt 
parcel,  he  will  consider  the  ezpediencj  of 
granting  compensatimi;  and  will  he  >tii« 
the  nature  of  the  War  Office  regnlatiov 
which  govern  the  disposal  of  the  pentoul 
effects  of  soldiers  dying  on  active  Bcrvif* 
in  the  field,  and  wiU  he  state  under  whtt 
authority  Lieutenant  Gates  acted. 


♦Mr.  ABNOLD-FORSTER  :  It  iu 
already  been  decided  to  grant  £2  u 
compensation  for  the  watdh  and  a  belt, 
and  orders  have  been  ^venforthemw^ 
to  be  paid.  Under  the  Regimental  Di^'' 
Act,  1893,  any  effects  not  disposed  oi 
locally  ate  sent  to  the  next  of  kin,  and 
the  watch  in  quwtion  was  handed  to 
Lieutenant   Gates    for    this  puiposr- 

Condderal^^,P£^t!QnB>C9^K:in  pwP* 
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in  Hie  merkadotp  district  of  l^e  TiaiU' 
•v&al  at  tite  time  in  question  and  means 
of  commnnication  were  unoertain. 

Sosyth  Naval  Baae- 

Sib  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  in  oonneotion  with  the  naval  base 
at  Roeyth  on  the  Forth,  snffioient  land 
has  been  acquired  for  the  erection  of 
dwellings  for  the  officers  and  workpeople ; 
and  whether  it  is  intended  to  lay  out  the 
ground  on  hygienic  principles,  to  prevent 
overcrowding,  and  seoore  abundance  of 
light  and  air. 

The  civil  LORD  op  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Artbub  Lee,  Hamp- 
shire, Fareham) :  The  plans  of  the 
Admiralty  are  not  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced to  allow  of  any  definite 
information  being  given  as  to  the  utilisa- 
tion of  the  land,  but  a  portion  of  it  will 

Srobably  be  available  for  workmen's 
wellinj^.  The  Admiralty  have  not  at 
present  any  intention  of  erecting  such 
dwellings  themselves,  but  they  will  take 
care  that  any  dweUings  erected  on  their 
property  are  arrang^  and  constructed 
with  due  regard  to  hyfpenio  principleB. 

Indian  Police  Service. 

Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
'  shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  tor  India  whether  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  on  Indian  Police  Organ- 
isation which  took  evidence  last  year, 
and  the  resolution  thereon  of  the 
Governor-General  in  Council,  will  be 
placed  before  Parliament  early  this 
session;  and  whether  the  recommenda- 
ticoiB  of  that  CommissicHi  include  pro- 
posals for  admi^on,  Ixy  promotion  or 
otherwise,  of  experienced  mdian  mem- 
bers of  that  service  to  any  of  its  three 
higher  grades,  or  .any  modifications  of 
the  present  system  under  which  youthful 
Europeans,  selected  in  this  country 
without  previous  knowledge  of  India 
and  its  races,  ate,  on  appointment, 
posted  directiy  to  tiw  higher  ranks  of  tiie 
police  service. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) ;  I  do  not  anticipate  that  it  will  be 
poasible  to  lay  the  Report  of  the  Indian 


j  Police  Commission  before  Parliament 
early  this  session,  or  to  mate  any 
statement  on  the  subject,  as  I  must 
await  the  recommendations  of  the 
Government  of  India.  The  whole  subject 
is  being  carefully  considered  in  com- 
munication with  the  local  governments. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  be  able  to  give  tha 
House  the  information  before  the  debate 
on  the  Budget  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Whidi  debate  ? 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  The 
debate  on  the  Indian  Budget — at  the  end 
of  the  session  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  will  do  my  best. 

The  Transvaal  Labour  Ordinance - 
Protests. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire 
Rushclifie) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  SiKtretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonie  s  whether  the  House  is 
now  in  possession  of  all  the  various  protests 
from  public  authorities,  departments,  and 
associations  in  South  Africa  respecting 
the  introduction  of  Chinese  labour  which 
have  been  received  by  his  Department; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  pbce  those  not  yet 
communicated  before  the  House. 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr,  Lyttelton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  A  few  adverse 
resolutions  from  the  Cape  and  one  from 
Lydenbnrg  in  the  Transvaal  have  reached 
me  since  Cd.  1895  was  published,  but 
they  were  not  in  time  to  be  added  to 
the  further  Papers  which  were  circnlated 
yesterday. 

Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS  was  understood  to 
ask  what  bodies  sent  in  the  adverse 
resolntions. 

[The  reply  was  inaudible.] 

Copy  of  the  Transroal  Labour  Ordinance- 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
where  a  complete  and  accurate  copy  of 
the  Ordinance  respecting  Chinese  labour 
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•Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  The  Ordinance, 
reconstructed  as  far  as  is  known  accur- 
ately, will  be  found  in  Cd.  1898.  Lord 
Milner  lia?  telegraphed  that  no  further  i 
Amendments  have  been  introduced,  and  i 
there  ia,  consequently,  no  doubt  tliat ! 
this  amended  version  of  the  Ordinance 
correctly    represents    the    Legislature  i 
actually  passed.   The  amended  version  i 
has  been  circulated  for  some  days.  | 

Tniisvaal  Becrnitinff  and  Tmisit  ! 
B«Kiilatioii8. 

Mb.  JOHN  ELLIS :  I  beg  to  ask  the  ! 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  ■ 
whether  he  is  now  in  possession  of  and  | 
will  communicate  to  the  House  the  steps  j 
which  Lord  Hilner  proposes  should  be  ! 
taken  with  regard  to  recruiting  labour  j 
in  China  for  the  Transvaal  so  as  to  : 
ensure  that  before  the  labourers  leav& 
China  they  are  made  fully  aware  of  the  i 
specific  wages  they  are  to  be  paid  and  | 
of  the  very  special  restrictions  under 
which  their  labour  is  to  be  performed. 

•Mb.  LYTTELTON:  Lord  Milner  in- 
forms me  that  it  is  certainly  intended  that  | 
the  Transvaal  Government  shall  exercise  ' 
the  closest  supervision  over  arrangements 
for  recraitment  and  treatment  of  labourers  | 
in  transit,  and  that  it  has  been  thought . 
advisable  to  await  arrival  of  Evans  { 
before  drawing  up  the  terms  upon  which  ' 
license  to  import  will  be  granted,  and  to  i 
be  advised  by  him  in  regard  to  all 
details  as  to  the  qualifications  of  agents, 
the  methods  of  recruitment,  and  treat- 
ment on  voyage.  These  will  be  embodied 
in  regulations  under  the  Ordinance  as 
well  as  in  license. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  (PerthshiTe,E.) :  How 
cm  the  Transvaal  Government  enforce 
any  regulation  with  regud  to  sea  trans- 
port ?  Must  it  not  be  done  by  Imperial 
regulation  ? 

•Me.  LYTTELTON:  The  position  ia 
this :  negotiations  are  now  in  progress 
with  the  Chinese  Government.  One  of 
the  demands  of  the  Chinese  Government 
was  with  reference  to  sea  transit,  and 
there  would  be  no  sort  of  difficulty  in 


making  projw  arrangements  with  i^^ud 
to  transit  witii  that  (Jovenunent. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN:  StiU  it-miut  be 
arranged  by  the  Imperial  Govemmeat 
and  Dot  by  the  TransvaaL 

Barbados  as  a  Becmitins  Oiomid  for 
Native  Labour  for  the  TransvaaL 

Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.):  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  has  received  commanicatioDs 
from  any  of  His  Majesty's  representataves 
in  the  West  Indies  informing  him  that 
British  native  labour  is  available  there 
for  the  Transvaal  Colony;  if  so,  will  he 
state  the  purport  of  such  oommunicatuMi, 
and  what  re^^y  has  been  made  to  it. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  have  reonved 
a  despatch  from  the  Governor  of  Barbadoi 
askiog  whether  he  may  permit  steps  to  be 
taken  for  recruiting  labourers  in  Barbadoi 
for  service  in  South  Africa.  No  re|dy 
has  yet  been  made  to  this  despatch  pend- 
ing reference  to  Lord  Milner  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  NORMAN :  In  sending  the  d»- 
patchdidthe  Governor  of  Ba^iados  ex- 
press uiy  opinion  as  to  the  desii-abili^  or 
otherwise  ? 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON :  Yes, 

Mr.  NORMAN :  In  favour  T 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  Yes.  Sir. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stow- 
market) :  Did  he  say  how  many  recruits 
he  could  get  1 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  Has  the 
import  of  labourers  into  Barbados 
been  stopped  i 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

British  Workmen  and  the  Transvaal 
Labour  Ordinance- 

.    *Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
CHeveland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has 
any  official  information  to  the  effect  that 
a  party  of  British  workmen  who  sailed 
:  for  England  from  the  Cape  kst  Wednes- 
!  day,  have  been  dismissed  from  their  em- 
,  ployment  oib|J?feI^i(i®^lfer  having 
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lefosed  to  aign  a  petttion  in  favoiir  oi 
diinese  laboni. 

•Mr.  LTTTBLTON  :  No,  Sir ;  but  I 
have  Uhdsj  noeived  the  loUowing  tele* 
gnm  from  Lord  Milner : — I  am  requested 
to  transmit  to  you  by  telegraph  ioUowing 
tesolution  passed  unanimoasly  at  a 
general  meeting  of  Association  of  Mine 
Managers  of  the  Witwatersrand  held  to- 
day :  Begins— Resolved  that  the  Associa- 
tion of  Bfine  Managers  liavisg  read  Mr. 
Herbert  Samuel's  Question  in  the  House 
of  Commons  regarding  flie  dismissal  of 
British  workmen  from  the  Witwatenrand 
mines  because  of  their  refusal  to  sign  pro- 
Chinese  petiticHt,  emphatically  state  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  ever  took  place. 
Upwards  of  7,000  mine  workmen  signed 
the  petition  and  neither  on  these  nor  on 
the  4,000  to  6,000  who  did  not,  was  any 
pressure  directly  or  indirecUy  brought  to 
bear— Ends. 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  Blay  1 
say  that  my  Question  was  based  on  a 
tefegram  from  the  Cape  oorreepondent  of— 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I    ,  I 

TnaanMl  L^islatiTe  OoubcU  and  the 
Ordinance* 

Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  iot  ihe  Cotoniea  whether  he 
has  received  from  Lord  Milner  a  despatch 
giving  the  reason  which  induced  tiie 
Leg^tive  Council  of  tiie  Transvaal 
drastically  to  amend  the  Labour  Ordin- 
ance ;  and  when  he  will  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  these  reasons.l 

♦Mb.  LYTTBLTON  :  I  have  not  yet 
received  such  a  despatch  from  Lord 
Milner ;  I  will  lay  it  on  the  Table  when  I 
have  received  it.  I  do  not  consider  the 
Amendmrata  to  have  been  of  a  drastic 
character. 

Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Whether 
drastic  or  not  no  explanation  has  been 
sent. 

Oort  otiJM»  Transvaal  Ordfnaooe 

Amiwirtments. 

Mr.  NORMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state 
what  was  the  cost  of  the  telegram  Na  4 


(Cd.  1898),  addressed  by  Governor  Vis- 
count Milner  to  himself,  No.  2  of  the  5th 
February,  containing  the  Amendments  to 
the  draft  Ordinance  concerning  Chinese 
labour  in  the  Transvaal  Colony. 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  The  cost  was 
about  £150. 

Chinese  Oovamment  and  the  Transvaal 
Labour  Question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affaire  whether  the  Chinese  Government 
has  now  given  its  assent  to  the  proposed 
recruiting  of  Chinese  labour  for  the 
Transvaiu  under  the  conditions  laid  down 
in  the  Labour  Ordinance. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Percy, 
Kenain^n,  S.) :  As  I  stat^  in  renly  to 
a  Question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cleve- 
land yestenby.t  His  Majesty's  Ooveni- 
ment  have  been  informed  by  the  Chinese 
Minister  that  the  draft  Ordinance  contains 
nothing  which  is  likely  to  conflict  with 
the  proposals  he  may  have  to  make  when 
the  time  comes  for  negotiating  the  ref- 
lations provided  for  in  the  Treaty  of  Pekin. 
Papers  on  the  subject  are  being  laid. 

Ex  Soldiers  in  the  Postal  Service. 

Captain  NORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Frnttnaster-General  if  he  can  state  what 
Army  Service  men  who  took  Post  Office 
service  during  1891  and  1892,  underwhat 
was  termed  the  Ferguson  Act,  are  entitled 
to  add  to  Post  Office  service  for  assessment 
of  pension. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Lord 
Stahlby,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) : 
I  do  not  know  to  what  Act  of  Paruament 
the  hon.  Member*s Question  refers;  but  if 
he  will  give  me  fuller  particulars  I  shall 
be  happy  to  give  him  the  information  he 
desires.  I  may,  however,  state  that  the 
various  schemes,  which  have  from  time  to 
time  been  put  in  force  for  the  employment 
of  soldiers  in  the  Post  Office,  have  never 
included  any  arrangements  for  adding 
military  service  to  Post  Office  service 
for  the  assessment  of  pension. 

New  Lady  Inspector  in  the  Potteries. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
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the  Home  Department  if  he  will  state 
what  will  be  the  duties  of  the  new  lady 
inspector  in  the  Potteries,  at  whose 
request  has  she  been  appointed,  and  what 
wiU  be  her  position  in  relation  to  the 
present  inspector  of  the  district. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akees- 
DouGLAS,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  The 
duties  of  the  lady  inspector,  who  has 
by  my  directions,  been  detailed  from  the 
existing  staff  to  spend  some  time  in  the 
Potteries  district,  are  to  secure  the 
observance,  so  far  as  regards  the  em- 
ployment of  women  and  girls,  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Truck  Acts 
generally,  and,  in  particular,  of  the 
Special  Rules  now  in  force  in  tiie  in- 
dustry. She  will  act  in  concert  with  the 
district  inspector  under  the  general 
ins^ctions  laid  down  for  the  lady 
inspectors. 

Mb.  COGHILL:  How  long  is  the  lady 
inspector  to  remain  at  the  Potteries  ? 

*Hb.  AKERS-D0U6LAS  :  As  long  as 
is  deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  COGHILL:  On  whose  recom- 
mendation was  she  sent  there  ? 

«Mb.  AKEBS-DOUQIiAS  :  Idetermined 
to  send  her  there  because  I  thought  it 
desirable. 

Mr.  COGHILL  :  But  at  whose  in- 
stance? 

*M]t.  SPEAKER :  Order,  Order!  The 
Question  on  tJie  Paper  has  been  answered. 

Deaths  from  Lead  Poisoninf. 

Mb.  COGHILL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  DepW;* 
ment  if  he  can  state  the  total  number 
of  deatiis  in  1903  from  lead  poisoning  in 
the  china  and  earthenware  trade  and  in 
the  trade  of  house  painters  and  plumbers ; 
and  whether  he  proposes  to  institute  any 
legislation  this  fiession  with  r^ard  to 
the  trade  of  house  painters  and  plumbers. 

*M&.  AKER8-D0UGLAS:  The  number 
of  deaths  from  lead  poisoning  in  the 
pottery  trade  in  1903  was  three.  The 
trade  of  house  painters  and  plumbers 


does  not  come  within  the  Factory  Act 
and  returns  of  deaths  are  not  required  t» 
be  made  to  the  Home  Office.  It  appeua, 
howereri  from  information  supplim  by 
the  Registrars  of  Deaths,  that  there  wen 
in  the  same  year  in  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom  thirty-nine  cases  in 
which  the  death  of  persons  stated  to  be 
employed  in  this  trade  was  attributed 
directly  or  indirectly  to  lead  poisMung. 
I  do  not  propose  to  introduce  legislataon 
tJiis  session  with  r^rd  to  t&is  trade. 

Mr.  COGHILL  was  understood  to 
why  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  took  do 
steps  with  regard  to  a  trade  well  known 
to  be  more  dangerous  than  other  trades 
to  which  he  was  paying  attention  ? 

*Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  said  that 
when  a  trade  regulated  by  statute  was 
known  to  be  dangerous  it  was  the  special 
duty  of  the  Home  Office  to  kee  j  it  closelp 
under  observation. 

Mr.  COGHILL  proceeded  to  put 
another  Question. 

*Hb.  SPEAKER :  The  Question  on  the 
Paper  has  been  answered. 

Scottish  Deer  Forests- 

Mb.  WEIR  :  Ibegto  ask  the  Secretary 
fcnr  Scotland  if  he  will  state  how  many 
acres  have  been  added  to  the  deer  forest 
area  in  each  of  the  crofting  counties  ainoe 
the  last  Deer  Forest  Retora  was  puMisheJ. 

•The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLASD 
(Mr.  A.  Obahah  Mubbat,  Buteshite)  :  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  hoa. 
Member  the  infOTmation  he  desires. 

FMnaaUUa  Hatioail  8eho^ 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Treland  whether 
be  will  state  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
building  the  Farranakilla  National 
Schools,  county  Kerry,  seeing  that  all 
necessary  preliminaries  wwe  oompleted 
before  March,  1902;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  school 
the  average  attendance  has  fallen  {ran 
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January,  1903,  that  parents  have 
threatened  to  withdraw  their  children 
altogether  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
school,  and  that  it  is  at  present  roofed 
with  corrugated  iron,  and  is  neitiiei  rain 
proof  HOT  wind  proof ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  urgency  of  this  case,  imme- 
diate steps  will  be  taken  to  have  the  new 
Achool  built. 

The  CHIBF  SBCKBTART  for  IRE- 
LAND   (Mr,  Wymdhau,  Dover):  The 
applicantforagrantto  build  the  proposed 
schoolhouse  has  elected  to  wait  until  the 
new  buildin^plans  have  been  sanctioned. 
The  CommiBsioners  are  not  aware  that 
parents  have  threatened  to  withdraw 
their  children  from  the  school.    It  is  a 
fact,  however,  that  the  attendance  has 
fallen  off,  as  stated.   The  Irish  Govern- 
ment is  in  oorrespondenoe  with  the 
Treasury  on  the  general  question  of  the 
issue  of  building  grants,  and  I  hope  to  be 
in  a  position  very  shortly  to  make  an 
announcement  on  the  subject. 

Suitotion  of  KOkae. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  CSuef  Secretary  to 
ike  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
those  who  held  the  sworn  inquiry  into 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Kilkee,  which 
was  held  last  June,  have  issued  a  report, 
and  whether  another  sworn  inquiry  on 
the  same  subject  has  been  ordered ;  and, 
if  so,  what  is  Ihe  reastm  for  t^e  second 
inquiry,  and  at  whose  expense  it  will  be 
held. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  local  short- 
hand writer,  employed  to  take  notes  of 
Ihe  evidence  given  at  the  inquiry,  failed 
to  fumidi  a  transcript  to  the  inspectOTs. 
They  were  unable  consequently  to  make 
ar^orfe.  Anotiier  mqniiy  has  been 
ordned.  The  question  of  tike  incidence 
of  the  cost  cannot  be  decided  pending  a 
decisicai  on  t^e  report  and  evidence. 

Irish  Asylum  Loans. 

Mb.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  CSiief  Secretary  to  t^e 
Loid-Lientenant  of  Ireland  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  1^  hi^  rate  of 
intenst  ohaiged  on  loans  leqnindin  oon- 
neotifla  with  asylnnis  in  Irelimd;  and  if 


a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest  is  con- 
templated. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM  :  No  alteration  is  at 
prraant  contemplated  in  tiie  conditions 
<m  whidi  these  loans  are  made. 

PoUm  FtofeectiM  at  OviifMii* 

Mb.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  t^e  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
I  tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
I  that  Peter  Morrissey,  of  Carrigeen,  near 
'  Craughwell,  is  presumably  under  police 
protection;  that  a  special  police  hut, 
containing  four  policemen,  was  set  up 
some  years  ago,  and  is  stUI  maintained 
for  his  sole  protection ;  that  Morrissey 
for  several  yesrs  back  has  remonstrated 
i  against  this  protection;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  say  whether  any  part  of  the  cost  of 
!  the  police  will  be  charged  to  the  people 
<  of  t^e  district;    and  when  may  Peter 
'  Morrissey  expect  a  release  from  tiiis  pro- 
tection. 

I    Mb.  WYNDHAM:    This  man  wa^ 
afforded  nteoial  protection  betukuse  such 
|.  was  considered  neoessary  in  the  opinion 
j  of  ike  local  respcHiBible  anthoritiej.  It 
,  was  discontinued  last  week  under  circum- 
stances which  satisfied  the  authorities 
that  the  step  could  safely  be  taken.  No 
portion  of  the  oo3t  incurred  is  chargeable 
to  the  disteict. 

Einvara  Harbour. 

Mr.  DUFFY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  t^e  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  interview  which  recently  took  place 
between  the  connty  council  of  Galway 
and  a  number  of  gentlemen  repres^ting 
the  Harbour  of  Kinvara;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  injury  to  ti^ding  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  district  owing  to 
the  condition  of  the  quay,  he  will  at  once 
take  steps  to  remady  the  present  state  of 
affairs. 

Hb.  WYNDHAM :  Itwasnot  until  the 
6th  instant  that  the  county  council  passed 
a  resolution  undertaking  to  make  a  con- 
tribution towards  the  cost  of  repairing 
Einvar^  Pier.  The  matter  is  now  re- 
ceiving attention. 

Fair  Bsnto  tn  Oonty  Ooik- 

Mb.  SHEBHAN  (Cwk  Connty,  Mid.) :  I 
heg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre^try  to  tAia 
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Lord*Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  of  &nners  in  the  MiU- 
atreet  rural  district  served  originating 
notioes  to  have  fair  rente  fixed  during  f^e 
past  two  years,  and  that  Ihey  have  re- 
ceived no  intamatioa  as  to  when  tlieir 
application  will  be  heard,  he  oan  state 
when  the  consideration  of  these  cases 
will  be  ondertaken  by  the  lAud  Com' 
mission. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM:  The  hearing  of 
cases  from  this  district  will  commence  at 
MiUstreet  on  the  26th  instant. 

Oaya  Bay. 
Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  coal  is  available 
in  British  North  Borneo,  will  he 
say  whether  the  Defence  Committee 
have  yet  considered  the  expediency  of 
acqoiring  some  portion  of  the  Chartered 
Company's  territory,  with  a  view  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Naval  station  at  Oaya 
Bay. 

*Ms.  AKER8-D0UGLAS  (for Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub)  said  the  proceedings  of  the 
Defence  Committee  were  necessarily  of 
a  confidential  character  and  he  could  not 
thereftoe  answer  the  Question. 


STANDING  0KDER8. 
Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee. 

1.  "  That  in  the  case  of  the  London 
County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improve- 
ments]^ Petition  for  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with ; 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers 
to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  6,  8,  8a,  8b, 
and  8c  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill ;  That 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how 
far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Rotberhara 
Corporation,  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with ;  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramways  Noa.  6  and 
6  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramway  No.  4  be 
struck  out  of  the  Bill,  unless  the  consent 
of  the  local  and  road  authority  be  proved 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Bill; 


That  the  Ck>mmittee  on  the  Bill  do  rraort 
how  far  such  Order  has  been  omitted 

with." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Byde  Gs« 
ffiU,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with ;  That  the  paitus  It 

permitted  to  proceed  with  t^dr  BilL" 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

SELECTION  (PRIVATE  LEGISI^TIOS 
PROCEDURE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT;  1808; 
(OOMHISSIOMBRS). 

Mr.  Ualsey  reported  from  the  Con- 
mittee  of  Selection ;  That,  in  pursoanoe 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Legislstaon 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  ^ey  had 
selected  the  following  fourteen  Mmnbert 
to  form  the  Parluunentary  Fand  of 
Members  of  this  House  to  act  as  Com- 
missioners : — Mr.  CTharles  Hobhoase,  Mr. 
Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  A.  K.  Loyd,  Mr. 
McCrae,  Mr.  William  Maxwell,  Mr.  Pym, 
Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Sir  Walter  Thorbum. 
Sir  John  Tuke,  Mr.  Levy,  Mr.  JaaMs 
Reid,  Mr.  Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  John 
Wilson  (Falkirk),  and  Mr.  Wylie. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


HOME  INDUSTRIKS  BILL. 
"  For  the  better  regulation  of  Home 
Industries,"  presented  by  Colonel  Denny  ; 
supported  by  Mr.  (Hharles  Douglas,  Mr. 
Fenwick,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Wilson,  and  Mr.  Emmott ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday,  5th  April,  and 
to  be  printed.   [Bill  64.] 

SMALL  HOLDINOS  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Small  Holdings  Act. 
1892,"  presented  by  Mr.  Jesse  Collii^  ; 
supported  by  Colonel  Long,  Mr.  Gronld- 
ing,  Sir  Frederick  Came  Kasch,  Mr.  Car- 
Hie,  and  Sir  Edwin  Duraing-Lawrence ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
2nd  March,  and  to  be  printed.   [KU  65.] 

PURCHASE  OF  LAND  (ENGLAND  AN0 
WALES)  BILL. 

*'  To  provide  facilities  for  the  sale  of 
land  to  occuvping  tenants  and  others  in 
England  and  Wales,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Jesse  Colling;  supported  by  Sir  J<^ 
Dorington,  Mr.  Spear,  Sir  John  Keo- 
naway,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberta,  Sir  Lewis 
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AVilliam  Mitchell,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Piyce*Jone8 ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  2nd  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  66.] 

AOBIOULTURAL  EDUCATION   IN  ELE- 
BIENTART  .SCH00I5  BILL. 

For  promoting  agricultural  education 
and  nature  study  in  Public  Elementary 
Schools,"  presented  by  Mr.  Jesse  Collings ; 
supported  by  Sir  John  Kennaway,  Mr. 
Hotnschild,  Mr.  Seymour  Ormsby-Grore, 
Sir  Ernest  Flower,  Mr.  Spear,  Mr.  Mor- 
rell,  Colonel  AVebb,  and  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
AVednesday,  2nd  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  67.] 

LIQUOUB    TRAFFIC   LOCAL  VETO 
(WALES)  BILL. 

"  To  enable  owners  and  occupiers  in 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  to  have 
effectual  control  over  the  Ijiquor  Traffic," 
presented  by  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts ;  sup- 
ported by  Sir  Alfred  Thomas,  Mr.  WU- 
liam  Jones,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  4th 
March,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  68.] 


KING'S    SPEECH    (MOTION    FOB  AN 
ADDRESS). 

[Eleventh  Day.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Main  Question  [2nd  February], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  as  followeth  : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, — 

*'  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kin^om  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer 
oiu*  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for 
the  Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty 
has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. "~(il/r.  Hardy.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEI.  (Yorkshire, 
Clereland)  said  it  was  from  no  choice  of 
hon.  Members  on  his  side  of  the  House 
that  that  discussion  on  the  Chinese 
labour  question  was  taking  place  on  an 
Amendment  to  the  Address.  They 
would  have  infinitely  preferred  an  oppor- 
tunity when  Party  ties  were  not  so  strong,  ' 
and  when  the  Party  whip  did  not  crack  I 
BO  loud.   Right  hon.  Gkmtlemen  on  the  | 


Front  Opposition  Bench  had  again  and 
again  prised  for  some  other  opportunity 
for  that  debate,  but  jnst  as  the  Govem- 
ment  had  refused  to  permit  a  free  vote 
in  the  Transvaal,  so  they  had  refused  to 
permit  a  free  vote  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  fault  was  not  theirs 
that  they  were  obliged  to  proceed  in  that 
manner.  He  woiud  also  like  to  be 
allowed  to  say  that  in  making  that  Motion 
they  were  animated  by  no  prejudice 
against  the  gold  mines,  as  such.  They 
lud  no  desire  to  hamper  their  prosperity 
and  he  for  one  coukl  fully  endorse  the 
remark  of  Lord  Milner  that  they  should 
be  willing  to  adopt  any  measures — any 
reasonable  measures — for  the  assistance  of 
the  gold  mines,  which  were  not  in  them- 
selves intolerable-  But  they  held  that 
this  measure  which  was  proposed  was  in 
itself  intolerable,  and  not  only  intolerable 
but  also  unnecessary.  These  were  the 
two  propositions  he  should  set  out  to 
prove.  He  had  no  wish  to  use  hard 
words  concerning  the  Chinese  nation 
as  a  whole.  A^one  who  had  made 
a  study  of  dainese  characteristics 
was  aware  that  the  educated  classes  of 
that  nation — the  wealthier  classes — had 
many  amiable  and  admirable  qualities. 
■They  were  possessed  of  great  courtesy,  of 
fortitude,  of  patience.  Their  integrity  in 
commerce,  their  respect  for  literature 
were  well  known.  But  the  class  of  China- 
men who  were  accustomed  to  emigrate 
were  in  the  main  a  degraded  people. 
They  were  vicious,  immoral,  and  unclean. 
Their  only  amusements  were  gambling 
and  opium  smoking.  Wherever  they 
went  they  carried  with  them  those  quali- 
ties, and  wherever  they  settled  in  white 
communities  they  were  hated.  That  waa 
the  universal  experience — an  experience 
not  merely  in  one  case  but  in  all,  in  Austra- 
lia, in  New  Zealand,  in  he  United  Stat^, 
in  Canada  —  everywhere  the  presence 
of  CTiioamen  had  been  foimd  by  white 
men  to  be  intolerable.  This  was  not  a 
small  quention^a  question  of  the  im- 
portation of  a  small  number  of  Chinese. 
They  heard  it  said  that  the  demand  was 
merely  for  10,(XX)  (Chinese  labourers,  but 
there  was  no  such  limit  in  the  Ordinance, 
and  when  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  asked 
in  that  House  if  he  would  impose  such  a 
limitation  of  numbers  he  d^nitely  de- 
clined to  do  so.  It  was  true  that  in  the 
Ordinance  the  emp^j^t^ig^^^  J^^^e 
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was  limited  to  the  one  district  of  the 
Raad,  but  it  was  very  doubtful  if  it  could 
be  permanently  limited  in  Uiat  manner. 
Loid  Hihier  only  last  June  said  that  he 
wished  to  employ  Asiatio?  on  public 
worln.  An  Ordinanoe  lud  been  passed  in 
Rhodesia  for  the  importation  of  the 
Chinese  and  only  awaited  the  Royal 
assent,  and  if  mines  in  other  districts 
were  opened  they  would  have  a  demand 
for  Chinese  to  be  employed  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  resist.   But  even  if 
th9t  proposal  were  limited  to  the  Rand 
mines  it  would  be  seen  that  it  was  not 
msrely  a  question  of  the  importation  of 
6,000  or  10,000  Chinese .    A'  Royal  Com- 
missim  in  the  Transvaal  had  csnsidered 
this  matter,  and  the  Majority  Report 
pobted  out  that  the  present  deficiency 
of  labour  in  the  mines  amounted  to 
129,000  men.   In  five  years  time  an 
additional  196,000  men  would  be  re- 
quired— making  in  all  300,000  labourers 
needed  in  five  years.    That  statement 
had  been  endorsed  by  the  Chamber  of 
Mines  and  in  a  speech  by  Sir  George  Farrar, 
who  was  the  leader  of  the  pro-Chinese 
party  in  the  Transvaal.    They  could  not 
keep  300,000  men  in  a  ring  fence.  No 
matter  what  their  reetrictions  might  be, 
they  could  not  keep  such  a  multitude  of 
men  in  close  permanent  confinement. 
They  must  mix  with  the  neighbouring 
white  population,  and  with  the  native 
black  population.    He  did  not  wish  to 
dwell  on  a  distasteful  subject,  but  he 
asked  tike  House  to  imagine  what  would 
be  the  eSeot  of  that  vast  body  of  men 
Uving  together,   and  belooging  to  a 
laoe  admittedly  immoral.   He  had  asked 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  if  he  would 
secure  an  alteration  in  the  regulations 
to  the  effect  that  any  Chinaman  who 
widied  to  do  80  should  have  the  right  to 
bring  his  wife  and  family  witii  him  on 
the  same  twms  as  he  cime  himself. 
But  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman  declined 
to  give  any  such  pledge.    Altiiough  he 
«aid  he  would  endeavour  to  secure  reasou- 
able  facilities  for  the  introduction  of 
women  he  distinctly  declined  to  pledge 
himself  that  any  labourer  who  wished  to 
take  his  family  with  him  should  have  a 
right  to  do  so.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man shook  his  head,  but  if  he  would 
refer  to  his  answer  and  the  Question  he 
would  see  that  he  used  the  words:  "I 
cannot  give  t^e  pledge  which  the  hon. 
Mr,  Herheri  Saimel 


Member  asks."  That  being  so,  they 
would  inevitably  have  mof*l  ev3s 
arising,  and  he  ventured  to  aasert  ^ 
liberately  tiuit  if  the  Ordioanoe  was  passed 
in  its  present  form  t^ey  would  be 
inoenUiting  Africa  with  the  worst  vices 
of  Asia. 

Kow  let  them  look  at  the  terma  of 
Ordinanoe,  and  from  the  starw^Knnt  af 
the  labourers  themselvej.    He  was  sme 
that  hon.  Members  opposite,  who  wert 
inclined  to  support  the  me  jsure,  could  not 
have  realised  the  provisions  of  the  Ordiih 
ance.  In  the  first  place,  the  labourer  was 
not  to  be  allowed  to  be  employed  in  any 
occupation  other  than  that  of  unskilled 
labour  in  the  mines,  therefore  he  lud  no 
opportunity  of  improving  his  position. 
But  that  was  the  smallest  of  the  res^e- 
ti(MU.  He  could  be  tmnsferred  mnd  as- 
signed from  one  master  to  another,  but 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Ordinance  to 
secure  that  his  consent  should  be  given  to 
the  transfer.    When  the  Ordinance  wu 
first  introduced  there  was  a  clause  in  it 
that  the  labourer's  consent  should  be  re- 
quired before  he  oould  be  transferred  from 
one  master  to  another,  but  when  the 
Ordinanoe  was  being  passed  through  4e 
Legislative  Council  that  clause  was  atf  luk 
out.    Thus  the  masters  might  transfer  a 
man  from  one  to  another  as  though  he  was 
a  chattel,  but  on  the  other  hand  the 
labourer  could  not  change  his  master  if 
he  wished  to  do  so.   When  once  he  had 
signed  his  contract  he  cauld  not  tenninate 
it  so  long  as  it  lasted.  He  could  not 
give  notice  to  one  employer  and  go  to 
another.   If  he  struck  work  he  could  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned.   He  was  bound 
to  reside  on  the  premises  of  his  employer 
in  charge  of  a  manager  appointed  for  the 
purpose;    he   could   never  leave  the 
premises  without  penntBsion^'which  might 
or  might  not  be  granted,  and,  in  any 
case,  he  could  never  lejive  for  more  than 
forty-eighthoursatatime.  If  he  escaped, 
he  might  be  trackel  down,  arreted 
without  warrant  and  imprisoned  hy  a 
magistrate,  while  anyone  who  harbotued 
or  concealed  an  escaped  labourer  might 
be  arrested  and  fined  £60,  or  impriaotied 
in  de^lt  of  payment.  Apparnitiy^  the 
Transvaal  Government  haa  gone  to  the 
Statute-books  of    the  slave  States  of 
America  for  a  model  for  their  Ordinanoe. 
The  labourer  might  not  be  permitted 
by  the  impgr^r^tov^iij^Jjgjjrife  and 
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femily  with^him,  and  should  they  desire 
to  join  him  afterwards  and  go  to  South 
Africa  for  the  purpose,  they  might  reach 
the  shores  of  Natil,  but  they  would  not 
be  allowed  to  land.   They  would  be  sent 
back.   He  aslnd  tiie  House,  and  he 
especially  appealed  to  hon.  Hembus 
opposite  with  whom  the  responsibility  Ux 
this  decision  would  largely  rest,  whether 
this  Ordinance  was  not  an  enormity  to  be 
placed  on  the  Statute-book  of  a  British 
Colony.    They  would  be  told  that  the 
labourers  would  sign  the  contracts  of 
theii  own  free  will,  that  the  conditions 
would  be  fnllr  explained  to  them,  and 
that  liiey  need  not  go  unless  they  chose. 
But  these  labourers  were  not  a  highly 
intelligent  pe3ple,  and  he  very  much 
d  jubted  if  they  could  be  made  to  under- 
stand the  reil  meaning  of  the  Ordinance. 
Even  if  they  did,  however,  that  was  no 
justification  for  establishing  such  a  C3n- 
ditiou  of  affairs.   There  was  an  edict  of 
the  Emperor  Diocletian  to  the  effect  that 
no  Roman  citizen  should  be  allowed  to 
sell  himself  into  slavery.    That  was  a 
wise  edict,  it  was  not  an  infringement  but 
a  safeguard  of  liberty.    But  in  this  case 
they  were  not  prohibiting— they  were 
inviting  the  Chineae  to  sell  themselves 
into  slavery.    It  might   be  said  that 
that  there  was  freedom  of  ccmtract — but 
there  were  cases  in  which  freedom  of  con- 
tract mi|;ht  really  be  a  contraction  of 
freedom.     If  the  Ordinance  passed  into 
law  how  should  we  be  able  to  holdup  our 
heads  in  the  face  of  foreign  criticism.  The 
Frenchman  and  the  German  would  say  : 
"  You  English  set  yourselves  up  as  teacher^ 
of  humanity  to  the  world  at  large.  Tou 
condemn   the   harsh    Government  of 
Russia,  you  pass  resolutions  against  the 
cruelties  of  Turkey,  you  circularise  the 
Powers  about  the  administration  of  the 
Congo  Free  State,  but  look  at  your  own  ! 
newest  coloniei;  see  how   you  keep 
your  unskilled  labourers  there— like  beasts  ; 
in  a  stable— priscmors  in  gaol,  like  what 
Mill  once  oaKed  a  '  human  cattle  farm.* " 
He  did  not  think  that  would  redoundto  the 
greatness  or  glory  of  the  British  Empire, 
that  it  would  add  to  its  prestige,  or  raise 
the  honour  of  its  name.  Then,  again,  they 
were  told  that  they  must  have  these  severe 
restrictions  or  the  Chinew  would  over- 
run the  country,  would  enter  into  all 
occupations,  and  would  undersell  the 
whites.    It  wa9  true.     Thev  were  in 


this  dilemma,  either  the  Chinese  must  bs 
serfs  or  a  danger.  He  did  not  know 
which  alternative  was  the  worse.  But 
there  was  a  third  alternative,  that  which  he 
would  ask  the  Hou?e  to  adopt,  and 
that  -was  to  have  nothing  to  oa  with 
the  scheme  at  all. 

These  were  the  moral  and  ethical  ob- 
jections to  the  proposal ;  and  they  must 
always  have  the  first  place  in  any  question 
j  of  policy.   But  there  were  also  political 
objections  to  be  considered.   When  the 
war  was  over  it  was  recognised  that  the 
greatest  danger  to  the  ftiture  of  South 
Africa  was  the  fact  that  the  Boers  con- 
stituted a  majority  of  the  population  in 
the  Transvaal,  and  that  they  were  a  race 
which  increased  more  rapidly  in  numbars 
I  than   the   British.    To    obviate  this 
I  difficulty  and    danger  the  Yeomanry 
.  were  invited  to  settle  on  the  land ;  emi- 
I  gration  was    to    be  encouraged ;  an 
I  association  was  formed  to  send  out 
English  women  to  South  Africa  to 
I  employment,    and    ultimately  to 
j  married  there.   Every  effort  was  in  fact 
'.  to  be  made  to  increase  the  British  popu- 
lation in  order  to  act  as  a  political 
counterbalancing   force    to   the  large 
number  of  Boers.  What,  however,  were 
they  doing  now  that  they  had  a  natural 
economic  attraction  for  the  British  popu- 
lation?   They  were  slamming  the  door 
in  the  face  of  their  British  population. 
That  meant  an  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  self-government  in  the  Transvaal 
to  which  as  a  nation  we  stood  pledged. 
Besides,  if  this  measure  were  introduced 
without   the  formal   consent  of  the 
pesple  <^  the  Transvaal,  the  mine-owners 
would  be  more '  than  ever  afraid  of  the 
establishment  of  self-government.  Their 
fortunes  would  be  resting  on  a  basis  of 
Chinese  labour.    Self-government  might 
destroy  that  foundation.     It  might  lead 
to  a  reaction,  and  the  people  might  in- 
sist, as  they  had  insisted  in  Australia,  New 
Zealmd,  Ganada,  and  the  United  States, 
that  this  imnugration  of  Chinese  should 
cease.    Ccmsequently  the  whole  influenee 
of  the  mine-own&rs  would  ba  thrown  into 
the  scale  against  the  introduction  of  self- 
government.     They  knew  to  their  cost 
hew  great  tiiat  influence  was.  Tliere  was 
a  further  political  objection.    The  Federa- 
tion of  South  Africa  had  long  been  an 
ideal    they   had  wished 
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The  history  of  the  movement  had  heen 
long  and  chequered.  There  had  been 
many  attempts  to  secare  this  object, 
which  was  not  only  desirable  in  itself, 
but  which  was  a  necessary  step  in  the 
Fedezatim  of  the  Empire  as  a  whole.  If 
they  had  not  self-goTemment  in  the 
Transvaal  they  could  not  have  the  Federa- 
tion of  South  Africa,  And  even  if  they 
secured  self -government  in  the  Transvaal 
they  would  still  be  faced  by  a  great  obstacle 
in  tiie  way  of  federation.  Inunigra- 
ticm  was  naturally  a  federal  matter. 
In  Germany,  in  Canada,  in  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  Aus- 
tralian Commonwealth  it  had  been 
treated  federally.  But  he  did  not  believe 
the  Cape  would  tolerate  Chinese  labour. 
He  would  ask  the  Hoose  to  Usten  to  the 
strong  and  emphatic  declaration  of 
Cape  Ministers  on  this  subject.  In  a 
telegram  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  they 
said— »  ■  ■ 

**  In  relatton  to  the  politnr  of  BrUUh  Soath 
Afrioso  Fedeiatioii,  which  SUniaten  an  moat 
esmeatly  purauinx,  tbejr  oaonot  but  feel  that 
the  importation  of  AsiaticB  will  greatly  hamper 
its  coDBuoimatioD,  aa  it  will  introduce  a  highly 
discordant  element  between  tlie  European 
communities  which  will  certainly  complicate,  if 
not  altogether  prevent,  the  union  cn  all  the 
Colonies  under  a  central  Administration." 

That  was  a  grave  declaration 
which  the  House  should  not  fail 
to  note.  Morally,  socially,  and 
politically  they  held  that  this  measure 
was  intolerable.  Economically  it  was 
unnecessary  as  well.  It  seemed  to  be 
assumed  among  the  commercial  classes 
in  this  country  that  in  the  Transvaal  at 
the  present  time  everything  was  stagnant 
and  at  a  standstill,  tiiat  tibe  mines  were 
hudly  working,  and  that  the  coant^ 
was  in  the  throes  of  a  most  severe  eco- 
nomic crisis.  That  view  was  based  on 
despatches  from  Lord  Milner  in  December 
and  January  last,  in  which  he  said — 

<*  The  immediate  prospect  is  very  bad.  There 
is  a  complete  stagnation  in  commerce  and  enter- 
prise owing  to  the  labour  difficulty." 

L(ttd  Milner  also  spoke  of  "a  crisis,"  of 
"graven  distress,"  of  "an  inevitable 
exoduBofthewhitepopulation."  But  let 
the  House  contrast  that  with  what  Lord 
Milner  said  in  the  preceding  June.  At 
that  time  a  deputation  waited  on  him, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  he  said — 

"It  is  an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  so 
many  people  seem  unaUe  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion ol  fact  in  a  temperate  maaoer,  tltat  they 
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become  partisans,  so  to  ^>eak,  ol  a  particriv 
acdatiou.  and,  while  ezaggeratmg  «Tcntfcia; 
that  makes  in  favour  of  that  aalatuo,  OKfaf 
to  see  the  pbinest  argnmentB  on  ti>e  othgafc 
To  liatMi  to  some  of  the  extreme  adTOoatcs  a 
Aaiatio  labour  yon  would  think  that  this  phet 
waa  on  the  vetga  of  total  min.  What  ia  icdb 
the  oase  T  The  production  of  golA  eren  m*  s 
greater  than  in  1895  <x  ISM.  -whm  tte  T» 
vaal  afaeady  wai^  and  had  besa  lor  aoBe  tnc 
the  narvtA  of  the  worid  in  the  mattar  of  gal. 
prodnotioii.  Hie  watH  progre— ei^  no  doabt. 
but  what  was  fsbnlcKiB  wealw  aeTea  jom  wf^ 
ia  not  abject  poverty  to^y." 

What  had  happened  in  the  six  montiij 
that  had  elapsed  since  tlioae  woidi  wm 
spoken  ?  Ibd  the  gold  pioductioo  dinu- 
mshed  ¥  Had  the  number  ot  laboaRssd^ 
creased?  Let  them  compare  the  tetnniBcf 
December  and  June.  The  gold  prodoetin 
had  increased  from  237,000  ozs.  in  June  t« 
286,000  ozs.  in  December,  an  increase  of 
20  per  cent.    The  number  of  labouien 
in  the  same  period  had  increased  fnn 
59,400  to  68,800,  an  increase  of  16  pet 
cent.    The  producticHi  to-day  was  not 
what  it  was  in  1895  or  1896  when  Lord 
Milner  said  the  wealth  was  fabulous,  is 
in  1897  when  it  had  largely  increased,  ba:  I 
it  was  on  the  same  scale  as  in  the 
half  of  1898,  and  there  was  only  wi 
year  in  all  its  history — ihe  year  frus 
the  middle  of  1898  down  to  the  beginniag 
of  the  war,  when  there  was  a  larger  pro* 
duction  of  gold  in  the  Transvaal  tbu 
at  the  pres«it  moment.     Lord  IGlnet 
had  long  been  more  or  less  of  a  partisaa 
of  Asiatic  labour.   Last  June,  howevet. 
he  had  to  suppress  to  some  extent  the 
movement  for  introducing  Asiatic  U.boor 
into  the  Transvaal.    Now  he  was  ea- 
couraging  it.   What  was  Uie  reason  foe 
his  change  of  policy  1  It  was  not  because 
there  had  been  no  increase  in  the  pro- 
duction of  gold  or  in  the  nonaber  of 
labourers,  but  because  last  June  he  had 
to  deal  with  a  Colonial  Minister  who  was 
personally  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
Chinese  labour ;  and  now  there  was  a 
Secretary  of  State  in  office  more  amen- 
able to  pressure  and  advice.     It  was 
true  that  the  number  of  labourers  in  the 
Tranavaul  was  now  considerably  smaller 
than  it  was  before  the  war,  bat  then  a 
smaller  number  was  needed  in  view  of 
the   improved   means   of  production. 
Owing  to  the  enforcement  of  the  liqaw^ 
laws,  better  organisation,  and  a  larger  use 
of  machinery,  the  production  per  labourer 
per  month  now  was  four  ounces  of  gold. 
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In  1899  it  was  3*4  ouncea — an  incaraase  of 
one*8eventh.    That  was  an  important 

item,  becaose  it  showed  that  in  all  these 
figures  they  had  to  consider  the  fact  that 
the  prodaction  of  six  labourers  now  was 
equal  to  seven  labourers  then.  He  did 
not  deny  that  there  was  some  depression 
in  the  Transvaal  at  present.  Aiter  the 
war  Hiere  was  great  indSation.  There  was 
much  money  spent  on  the  building  of 
houses,  in  le-opening  the  mines,  and  repair- 
ing the  disasters  of  the  war ;  much  Im- 
perial money  was  spent  and  circulat«d 
in  the  country,  but  that  had  now  been 
stopped.  There  had  also  been  a  drought 
in  south  Africa.  All  these  things  tended 
to  cause  a  natural  depression.  He  did 
not  denV)  also,  that  there  was  a  shortage  of 
labour  for  the  Transvaal  mines,  and  that 
more  labourers  could  be  employed  if 
they  were  forthcoming,  that  more  enter- 
prises could  be  imdertaken  if  there  were 
more  labom^rs,  and  that  new  industries 
could  foe  started.  But  there  was  no  crisis, 
notliing  that  called  for  extreme  measures. 

He  did  not  propose  to  enter  into 
the  question  whether  or  not  it  was 
possible  to  secure  more  native  labourers. 
His  hon.  friends  who  were  to  follow  him 
would  go  into  that  important  contro- 
versy on  the  possibiUty  of  getting  more 
Kaffirs— the  iimuence  of  the  reduction  of 
wages,  of  the  accumulation  of  money  by 
the  natives  during  the  war,  the  methwu 
of  recruitment,  the  terribly  high  rate  of 
mortality  on  the  Rand.  The  statement 
was  not  yet  proved  that  no  more 
labour  was  obtainable  from  the  Kaffirs 
of  South  Africa.  But  if  they  liked 
he  would  assume  the  truth  of  that  state- 
ment. He  would  assume  that  the  reports 
of  the  Bloemfontein  Conference  and  of  the 
majority  of  the  Royal  Commission  were 
correct.  He  would  assnme  that  the 
native  labour  supply  in  South  Africa  had 
been  absolutely  exhausted,  and  that  not 
one  more  Kaffir  could  be  obtained  from 
any  source.  Still  he  atiserted  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  this  measure.  He 
might  be  asked — Do  you  take  a  merely 
native  attitude,  and  say  t^at  tiiere  is 
to  be  no  further  increase  in  the  labour 
supply  ?  He  could  conceive  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers taking  that  attitude,  and  saying 
"  Rather  than  accept  these  Chinese  slaves 
we  would  prefer  that  the  gold  should  remain 
in  die  ground.'*  That  was  not  the  argu- 
meat  he  would  address  to  the  House. 


His  ai^^nment  was  t^t  if  there  were  no 
more  Kaffirs  the  mmes  could  still  be 
worked  at  a  pro&t,  not  by  Chinese  labour, 
but  by  a  larger  employment  of  white 
labour.  He  would  try  to  prove  that 
proposition  to  the  House.  He  knew 
many  hon.  Members  opposite  hehl  the 
view  that  it  was  impossible  to  employ 
white  labour  at  unskilled  work  in  South 
Africa,  because  white  men  would  not  work 
side  by  side  witii  Kaffirs  at  the  same  em- 
ployment. It  was  true  that  white  men 
would  not  work  side  by  side  with  Kaffirs; 
whites  and  blacks  would  no  more  mix 
than  oil  and  water.  But  white  men 
could  be  employed  in  one  part  of  a  mine 
and  black  men  in  wiother  part  at  the 
same  class  of  work.  This  was  not  merely 
conjecture  or  prophecy.  It  was  experi- 
ence. It  was  not  a  ^question  whether 
white  men  would  do  unskilled  work  in 
South  Africa,  but  whether  they  had  done 
it.  Mr.  Creswell,  the  manager  of  a  mine, 
who  had  made  the  experiment,  said— 

**  Since  the  war  I  h&ve  had  a  Urge  number  of 
men  working  for  me,  and  have  had  practically 
the  whole  of  my  surface  Vorks  nm  by  white  men 
to  enable  me  to  put  almost  the  whole  comple- 
ment of  my  natives  underground.  Under- 
ground  I  have  also  had  white  men,  replaoins 
natiTea  aa  maohine-drill  helpers,  shorelliiis  and 
trammiog,  and  helping  the  timbet-men.  In  all 
thess  departments  the  men  have  on  the  who]» 
worked  welt" 

The  evidence  wouldbefound  in  the  Blue- 
book  of  the  General  Manager  of  the  Rand 
Mines,  Limited,  who  had  had  over  400 
unskilled  white  labourers  working  in  his 
mine  for  many  months.  Then  there  was 
the  report  of  the  Government  Mining 
Engineer  (page  193)  who  feid — 

"In  the  majority  of  the  crushiag  mills  the 
native  has  been  entirely  replaced  by  the  Euro- 
pean." 

There  they  had  the  fact  recorded  on 
the  authority  of  the  Oovernment  engineer 
that  in  one  important  department  Kaffir 
work  had  been  replaced  by  unskilled 
white  labour  in  most  of  the  mines  on  the 
Rand.  They  had  also  the  fact  that  the 
Grovemment  had  had  a  large  number  of 
£ngUsh  navvies  and  200  Boers  employed 
on  earthworks  on  railways  in  South 
Africa.  They  could  not  get  over  facts. 
He  hoped  they  would  hear  no  more  of  the 
exploded  superstition  that  white  men 
would  not  do  what  was  called  Kaffir  work. 
Hundreds  of  them  had  l>een  doing  work 
which  was  supposed  t§|^ge^fi'?^i«0€y^4e 
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vhite  men,  and  which  should  be  limited 
only  to  th«  blacks.  Then  they  were  told 
that  white  labour  was  obvionslytoocoBttT. 
They  were  asked  "  Can  yoa  afford  to 
work  a  mine  if  yon  pay  a  white  man  10b. 
a  day  for  work  which  the  Kaffir  does  for 
2s.  6d.  ?  How  can  a  mine  be  made  to  pay 
with  white  labour  on  such  terms  \  *'  Of 
course  if  they  merefy  replaced  a  Kaffir 
by  a  white  man,  doing  the  same  wwk, 
obviously  the  cost  of  production  went 
up  fourfold.  Many  figures  conkt  be 
quoted,  and  doubtles-s  would  be  quoted, 
showing  that  the  cost  of  production  was 
largely  increased  when  white  men  were 
employed,  but  almost  all  these  figures 
were  based  on  the  emph>ymcsit  of  inegnlar 
soldiers  who  were  engaged  on  what  wen 
really  relief  works.  After  the  war,  a 
large  number  of  irr^nlar  soldiers  were 
left  in  the  Transvaal  without  employ- 
ment, and,  in  response  to  an  appeal  from 
Lord  Kitchener,  the  mine  managers 
provided  work  Uft  many  of  these 
men.  But  jnst  as  in  this  coun- 
try we  did  not  exppct  to  get  economical 
work  from  men  who  were  engaged 
on  relief  works  for  the  unemployed, 
so  in  South  .Africa  the  cost  of  the 
work  done  by  the  irregular  soldiers 
who  were  not  accustomed  to  that  class  of 
work,  was  extremely  high.  They  would 
be  told,  also,  that  the  British  navvies 
wen  taken  out  to  do  work  on  the  railways 
and  that  these  men  were  found  to  be  so 
costly  that  they  had  to  be  sent  home. 
It  would  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the 
engineers  at  page  110  of  the  Blue-book 
that— 

"  These  men  an  not  navries  at  all,  and  are 

detumined  to  loaf  through  their  year's  agree- 
ment. .  .  .  Among  these  so-called  navriea 
there  are  a  number  ot  men  who  appear  to  baTe 
come  out  with  tba  intcntkn  of  domg  no  work." 

Under  the  circumstances  these  gangs  of 
navvies  were  bound  to  prove  unsatis- 
factory. In  any  case  the  making  of 
earthworks  on  railways  was  work  requir- 
ing sheer  brute  foree.  If  white  men  were 
employed  in  the  mines  they  could  use 
mechanical  devices  which  could  not  be 
need  if  black  men  were  employed. 
The  general  manager  of  the  Rand  Mines, 
referring  to  the  Boers,  reported  that 
they— 

"  Have  generally  performed  their  wm4c  Tery 
satiBfaotoriJy,  and  although  receiving  mnch 
larger  pay  than  tite  average  native^  in  oertain 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel. 


;  caaea,  as  ihowa  in  the  cootracting  for  ahovelGac 
^  and  tramming  anderground,  they  haTe  |nma 
I  neariy  as  eooooBical  as  regwds  eost  per  too 
natire  labour." 

Mr.  Creswell,  who  made  hia  expoi- 
[  ment  under  many  advezse  circnmstances, 
report«d  that  labour  in  the  cyanide  woris 
of  his  mine  was  5'3d.  per  ton  when  Kaffin 
woe  emi^yed,  and  4'9d.  when  whites  were 
employed.  Labour  in  the  mill  cost  4'8d. 
with  the  Kaffirs  and  4-2d.  with  tlv 
whites.  In  developing  and  stopin^ 
which  was  the  actual  work  of  mining 
nnde^ronnd,  the  coat  per  t<»t  nuDed 
of  machine  drill  contract  woric  was  68.  id. 
with  Kaffirs  and  6b.  9d.  with  vhite  men. 
an  infinitesimal  difference  which  the  in- 
dustry could  well  afford  to  bear.  If 
white  men  were  employed  with  Kaffir 
methods  the  expense  would  be  heavy, 
but  if  white  men  were  employed  witik 
white  methods  then  they  could  arrire  at 
economy.  In  the  Transvaal,  aa  in  aO 
cases  where  there  had  been  a  large  and 
plentiful  supply  of  cheap  labour,  few 
attempts  had  been  made  to  economise 
labour.  There  was  absolutely  no  attempt 
at  mechanical  haulage  underground  in 
any  mine  except  that,  and  tiie  much* 
abused  Mr.  Creswell  had  introduced  a 
system  of  electrical  haulage  in  the 
Village  Main  Beef  mine. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Rand 
Mines  on  25th  March,  1903,  the  Chairman, 
Sir  J.  Percy  Fitzpatrick,  who  was  a  leader 
of  the  Chinese  party,  quoted  and  endoTied 
a  statement  of  Bir.  Eckstein,  which  had 
previously  been  nwde,  to  the  following 
effect — 

"  It  is  not  yet  entirely  satisEactory,  I  admit, 
and  we  all  acknowledge  the  coat,  and  in  sone 
reepect.  the  Dnatisteetorineas  of  the  machine- 
drill,  bat  the  experieooe  is  a  oomparativdy 
recent  one ;  we  are  improving  all  the  tuna,  and 
I  tbiak  ws  may  reasonably  loiric  forwaid  to  the 
introduction  «  a  sduU  stopa-diiU  wUoh  wiB 
«d  tu  immeikBdy  in  solving  our  laboor  difBcuItr. 

and  he  went  on  to  say — 

"  That  by  the  development  oi  the  machina- 
drill  we  can  cat  down  oar  native  labour  ts  a 
▼ery  large  extrat — 50,000  or  60i000  natine  " 

who  would  be  replaced  by  a  very  much 
smaller  number  of  sldlled  white  minera. 
That  was  not  the  atatemout  of  a  mere 
partisan  of  white  labour.  Why 
should  these  gokifields  in  South  Africa 
be  the  only  gokifields  in  the  world  which 
it  was  impossible  to  work  with  white 
labour ;  wmch  could  only  be  worked  by 
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employing  some  suboidioate  race  ?  There 
were  goldfieldB  in  America  and  Australia. 
Were  then  natmal  diffionllaes  in  the  way 
of  winning  the  gold  on  the  Rand  which 
did  not  exist  in  America  or  Australia  ? 
If  hon.  Members  would  turn  to  the 
Minority  Report  of  the  Labour  Commission 
they  would  see  quoted  a  statement  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Hall,  who  was  for  ten  years 
State  Ei^eer  of  California  and  Super- 
vising Ei^ineer  to  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey,  and  was  now  in  the 
employ  of  the  Consolidated  Ooldfields  of 
South  Africa,  and  H.  Eckstein  &  Co.,  and 
a  distinguished  American  expert,  who 
said — 

"  Jadging  from  long  experience,  the  natural 
coDditions  and  circonutances  under  which  this 
mining  is  prosecuted  mar  veil  be  compared  with 
those  snrronnding  and  affecting  the  coat  of  work- 
ing auriferous  loiue, veins,  or  ledge*  in  the  Roc^ 
Mountains  and  Pacific  Slope  States  of  America. 
The  methods  of  mining  and  reducing  the  banket 
ores  ium  an  praotieal^  the  same  as  Uioee 
followed  in  Anwrican  quarts  mining.  Having 
made  such  comparisons,  from  my  own  persona! 
knowledge  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  conditions — so  far  as  nature  has  made  them 
— underwhich  the  industry  which  is  here  develop- 
ing, viewing  the  Witwatersrand  fields  as  a  whou, 
are  decidedly  more  favourable  than  those  pre- 
sent, and  affecting  the  cost  of  similar  mining,  as 
a  general  thing,  in  America." 

and  then  he  went  on  to  say — 

"  If  gold  is  not  obtained  here  at  lees  cost,  the 
reason  is  to  be  found  in  die  dKwtcomiiigi  of  man, 
not  the  obdoraoy  or  unlrinHfiswr  of  Nature." 

If  Australia  was  pointed  to,  he  would 
quote  from  the  last  number  of  the  Minim/ 
Jmmial  of  London — a  paper  of  long- 
established  reputation.  That  paper  said — 

"  Strong  evidence  is  to  be  found  in  the  work 
of  white  labour  in  other  camps,  and  especially 
of  late  in  West  Australia  amid  natural  difficulties 
unknown  on  the  Rand.  On  these  fields  highly 
skilled  labour  has  been  evolved  from  raw  mat«hal 
and  oostB  reduced  to  something  like  16  per  cent, 
below  those  current  on  the  Rand  for  similar 
class  of  ores,  which  suggests  that  economic  con- 
siderationB  do  not  prevent  the  magnates  from 
aooepting  this  solution,  since  it  is  idle  to  pie- 
tend  that  the  cost  of  living  could  not  be  made 
cheaper  on  the  Band  than  in  Western  Australia, 
In  South  Africa  no  attempt  has  been  made  by 
those  who  reject  white  labour  to  reorganise  their 
system  so  as  to  utilise  its  superior  tntelUgMice." 

Again  he  asked  under  those  circumstances 
and  conditions  in  South  Africa,  which 
were  much  more  favourable  naturally 
than  in  America  or  Australia,  why  it 
was  that  in  South  Africa,  and  in  South 
Africa    alone,    it   was    impossible  to 


woik  gold  mines  except  with  coloured 
labour  ?  The  secret  of  the  matter  was 
that  white  labour  was  not  desired.  It 
was  not  that  white  htbonr  was  impossible. 
White  labour  was  not  wanted.  For  that 
there  were  two  reasons.  One  was 
that  it  required  a  great  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  industry,  something  Uke  an 
industrial  revolution,  and  men  were 
naturally  unwilling  to  spend  time,  effort, 
and  trouble  in  making  such  a  great 
change  if  they  had  some  other  solution 
applicable.  Everyone  was  inclined  to 
take  the  line  of  least  resistance.  But 
there  was  a  second  reason,  far  more 
cogent  from  their  point  of  view,  and  in- 
finitely more  powerful.  Even  financiers 
had  their  moments  of  candour,  and  in 
some  of  these  moments  they  had  from 
the  leaders  of  the  mining  industry  on  the 
Rand  some  very  significant  statements. 
There  was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Rudd, 
one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Goldfields'  Company.  That 
leader  of  the  industry  said — 

"If  we  could  replace  the  200,000  native 
worlwrs  by  100,000  unskilled  whites,  they  would 
simply  hold  the  government  of  the  country  in 
the  hdlow  of  their  hand,  and,  without  any  dis> 
paragement  to  the  British  labooiw,  I  mMer  to 
see  the  more  intellectual  section  of  uie  com- 
munity at  the  helm." 

A  report  on  the  whole  mining  industry 
of  the  Rand  was  prepared  for  the  ex- 
Colonial  Secretary  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
by  the  Johannesburg  Chamber  of  Blines. 
A  summary  of  that  report  was 
published  in  The  Tim«8,  and  appeared  in 
that  journal  on  9th  February  last  year. 
A  paragraph  in  that  summary  contained 
the  words  that,  as  long  as  the  present 
policy  was  continued  on  the  Rand 
"  they  could  avoid  that  trail  of  the  serpent, 
— the  formation  of  labour  unions." 
Now,  a  very  significant  thing  had  happened 
in  connection  with  that  paragraph. 
That  report  had  been  printed  ver- 
batim in  the  Blue-book,  but  the  para- 
graph he  had  read  was  missing  !  [An 
Hon.  Member  on  the  OpposiTiONBenches : 
The  trail  of  the  serpent  rubbed  it  out.] 
Now,  either  The  Times  correspondent 
must  have  invented  that  sentence  out  of 
his  own  head  and  put  into  it  the  summary 
he  had  forwarded  to  The  Times,  or  else 
the  Chamber  of  Mines  must  have  found 
out  that  they  had  been  tcK^^cg^fjd 
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had  published  a  revised  version  of 
their  report  and  sent  it  to  the  Colonial 
Office.  But  they  had  further  cor- 
roboration in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Heunen 
Jennings,  who  had  played  an  import- 
ant part  in  this  question.  That  gentle- 
man was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
American  consulting  mining  engineers 
on  the  Band.  And  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  most  of  the  leading  consulting 
engineers  were  not  Englishmen  looking 
at  this  problem  from  the  standpoint  of  pat- 
riots, but  Americans  who  looked  at  it 
through  the  eyes  of  foreigners.  A 
witness  before  l^e  Labour  Commission,  Mr. 
Wybergh,was  asked  the  question — "  Can 
you  tell  the  Commission  what  his  (Mr. 
Jennings')  opinions  were,  or  are,  on 
the  matter  ?  "  And  he  answered — 
*'  I  think  it  would  probably  be  better 
to  get  them  from  himself,  but  as  he  made 
no  secret  of  his  opinions,  I  may  say  that 
what  he  told  me  was  that  he  did  not  want 
white  labour,  and  that  he  did  not  believe 
in  it — at  least  it  came  to  this  really,  that 
he  did  not  want  it — he  objected  to  it." 
And  there  was  the  now  famous 
letter  of  Mr.  Tarbutt,  a  Director  of  the 
Ooldfields*  Company  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Village  Main  Reef  Company,  who 
wrote  on  3rd  July,  190ii,tf.Mr.  Creswell— 

"  With  reference  to  your  trial  of  white  laboor 
for  surface  work  on  tiie  mines,  I  was  not  present 
at  the  board  meeting,  when  a  letter  was  written 
stating  that  the  board  did  not  approve  of  the 
suggestion,  and  on  receipt  of  the  last  mail  I 
«aUed  another  board  to  reoonsider  the  matter, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  local  board  had 
already  commenced  to  adopt  your  suggestion.  I 
have  consulted  the  Consolidated  Qoldfields' 
people,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of 
the  Village  Main  Beef  has  consulted  Messrs. 
Wernher*  Bent,  ft  Co.,  and  tiie  feeling  seenu  to 
be  one  fear  if  a  large  numbnr  of  white 
men  are  emjdoyed  on  the  Rand  in  the  position 
of  labourers,  the  same  troubles  will  arise  as  are 
now  prevalent  in  the  Australian  Colonic,  i.e., 
that  the  combination  of  the  labouring  classes 
will  become  so  strong  as  to  be  able  to  more  or 
less  dictate,  not  only  on  the  question  of  wages, 
but  also  on  political  questions  by  the  power  of 
the  votea  waea  a  repnsentative  Oovemment  is 
«8tabliahed.** 

Mb.  CUST  (Southwark,  Bermondsey) : 
Has  the  hon.  Gentleman  seen  the  answer 
of  Mr.  Jennings'  ? 


•Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  No,  1  have 
not  seen  it,  but  .the  hon.  Member  can  give 
it  when  he  speaks  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.   It  must  be  remembered  what 
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strong  motives  these  men  had  for  sot 
being   candid ;    how  everything  miet 
induce   them   to    keep     quiet  1h«T 
opinions ;  and  yet  they    had  thoe 
four  deolaiationB   clear   and  distinct, 
to  the  effect  that  even  if  white  laboot 
were  economically  possible,  they  did  sot 
want  it,  because  the  white  labomcn 
would  be  members  of  trades  uniooB  aod 
have  votes.    Indeed,  everybody  who  tij 
acquainted  with  the  opinions  of  ^ 
circles  was  aware  that  what  was  oon- 
tinuaUy  being  said  was  that  they  did  not 
want  the  Transvaal  to  become  anotkt 
Australia ;  they  wanted  to  Inep 
power  in  their  own  hands.    It  was  not 
so  much  coloured  labour,  or  cheap  laboni, 
that  they  desired.    They  needed  above 
all  labour  which  would  be  voteless  ud 
subservient.  That  was  the  secret  of  tbt 
whole  matter.    But  it  would  be  sul 
that  Lord  Milner  supported  tbeae  mn. 
Lord  Milner  also  siud  he  did  not  vut 
white  labour,  even  if  it  were  posobk. 
His  reason,  for  this  attitude  wascUfierent. 
It  had  been  distinctly  declared.  He 
did  not  want  unskilled  white  labom 
His  words  were   "  We  do  not  want 
a  white  proletariate  in  this  coun^" 
His    deliberate  policy   was    that  he 
wished  the  Transvaal  and  South  Afriea 
to   remain  permanently  a  coontty  in 
which   an  aristocracy  of   whites  was 
supported  by,  was  dependent  upon,  the 
labour  of  a  servile  class  of  coloured  men. 
Now,  he  submitted  to  the  House,  he 
submitted  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  wbo 
was  a  student  of  political  science,  and 
who  was  accnstomed  to  take  lar^  vievf, 
that  was  a  profoundly  false  ideal  fof 
the  future   of  South  Africa.    It  was 
always  a  temptation  to  depend  upon 
the  labour  of  alien  serfs.    Perhaps  it 
was  in  the  tropics  unavoidable.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  they  should  be  told 
that  there  was  the  precedent  of  the  West 
Indies  and  Natal.    But  Ijiat  was  no  pre- 
cedent.  The  West  Indies  were  a  tropical 
country  and  Natal  was  a  sub-tzopical 
country,  [whereas  the  Transvaal  was  a 
temperate  country.    Moreover,  the  con- 
ditions of  the  indentured  labour  were 
wholly   different.     In   the  Transvaal, 
which  had  a  temperate  climate,  it  would 
be  far  better  if  there  never  had  been  any 
servile  black  i:aces  in  the  country.  Who 
could  doubt  that  South  Africa  would  have 
been  a  cleaner  and  a  hafiiuer.  counter  if 
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the  Kaffirs  had  never  been  there.  Bat 
the  Kaffirs  were  there;  and  they  must 
natarally  take  their  place  in  the 
economic  system ;  and  he  was  no^  of 
conise,  going  on  the  assumption  that 
the  blacks  conld  be  removed.  But  the 
helot  system  was  always  an  evil  system, 
and  they  wished  as  far  as  they  could  to 
work  away  from  it,  and  to  make  the  Trans- 
vaal as  far  as  possible  a  homogeneous  white 
country.  Lord  Mihiei,on  theotherhand, 
finding  that  one  race  of  snbordinate 
labour  had  apparently  proved  insufficient 
in  numbers  now  desired  to  reinforce  that  by 
another  race  of  subordinate  labour.  The 
black  being  not  enough,  he  now  wished  to 
introduce  the  yellow.  They  had  no  sym- 
pathy with  this  administrator  in  a  hurry, 
who  wanted  to  run  up  a  jerry-built  colony. 
They  would  rather  see  the  Transvaal 
built  up  slowly  as  a  white  man's  country 
than  built  up  rapidly  as  a  yellow  man*s 
country.  They  were  at  the  parting  of 
the  ways.  The  whole  future  of  South 
Africa  was  at  stake  to-day,  and  it  was 
that  consideration  which  gave  this  ques- 
tion its  momentous  importance.  They  were 
told  that  the  Transvaal  Labour  Commis- 
sion had  reported  that  the  native  supply 
of  labour  was  insufficient,  and  that  white 
labour  was  impossible.  They  should, 
however,  remember  that  the  Commission 
was  not  like  an  BugUsh  Royal  Commission. 
It  was  merely  the  Chamber  of  Mines  writ 
large.  Twelve  members  reported ;  two  of 
them  were  in  favour  of  white  labour ;  ami 
of  the  remuning  ten,  seven  had  made  public 
declarataons  in  favour  of  Chinese  labour 
before  their  appwntment.  The  evidence 
in  support  of  that  statement  would  be 
found  on  page  350  of  the  Blue-book. 
Two  other  members  were  said  to  have 
acted  simil^ly ;  but  he  had  no  evidence 
as  to  that.  The  Commission  accepted 
wittiout  question  all  the  evidence  pre- 
sented by  the  Chamber  of  Mines  and  re- 
jected all  the  contrary  evidence.  Indeed 
it  was  common  talk  in  Johannesburg 
immediately  after  the  formation  of  the 
Commission,  fand  before  it  had  begun 
U>  take  evidence  that  the  Report 
would  be  ten  against  white  labour, 
and  two  in  favour  of  it ;  and  in  the  oir- 
cnmstanoes  he  thought  they  might  dis- 
miss very  lightly  the  Bepnt  of  tikis  Com- 
mission. But  thoy  couM  not  dismiss 
very  lightly  the  action  of  the  Transvaal 
Oovemment  in  appointing  a  Commission 
VOL.  CXXIX.   [FouETH  Seribs]. 


of  that  kind.  The  Transvaal  Govem- 
men  had  a  paHi  pris  in  this  matter.  It 
had  abandoned  tibe  seat  of  judge.  It  had 
oome  down  to  the  bar  and  taken  on  itself 
the  functions  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff. 
There  had  long  been  two  Qoveroments 
in  the  Transvaal.  There  was  the  official 
ostensible  Government  of  the  Crown, 
represented  by  the  High  Commissioner, 
the  Lieutenant-Qovernor,  and  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  But  there  was  also 
another  Qovenmient — ^unofficial,  intangi- 
ble— a  Gkrvemment  appointed  by  no 
warrant,  and  embodied  in  no  indi- 
viduals, the  Government  of  the  mine- 
owners.  The  late  Colonial  Secretary 
recognised  that,  for  when  he  was 
in  South  Africa  and  complaint  was 
made  that  the  Government  of  the 
Transvaal  was  a  Crown  Col(my  Govern- 
ment, he  said  at  a  banquet — "  Surely 
you  would  rather  be  governed  by 
Downing  Street  than  by  Park  Lane." 
Whereupon  his  audience  burst  into  loud 
applause.  But  Downing  Street  had  now 
abdicated  and  Park  Lane  was  supreme, 
and  that  was  why  this  House  should 
don  the  ermine  of  the  judge  and  take 
into  its  own  hands  the  deinaion.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  kind  of  "Alice-in- 
Wonderland"  theory  that  the  more 
white  labour  that  was  excluded  the 
more  white  labour  would  be  em- 
ployed. It  might  be  true,  as  the 
majority  of  the  Commission  had  re- 
ported, that  if  they  had  Chinese  labour 
in  South  Africa  they  would  have  6,000 
more  white  artisans  employed.  But  if 
there  was  no  Chinese  labour  in  the  Trans- 
vaal they  would  employ,  not  5,000,  but 
50,000  white  labourers.  And  from  the 
point  oi  view  of  the  future  of  the  Transvaal, 
they  must  depend  not  so  much  on  the  gold 
mines  as  on  agriculture.  Fifty  thousand 
white  labourers  would  form  an  important 
market  for  agricultural  produce.  The 
Chinese  would  consume  rice  and  salt  fish, 
which  would  not  give  any  encourage- 
ment to  the  agricultural  industry.  It 
was  tme  that  they  were  to  be  supplied 
with  gods  from  Birminghamt  and  with 
coffins  in  which  their  bones  were  to  be 
transported  to  their  fatherhind,  but  those 
things  were  not  likely  to  encourage  the 
economic  development  of  the  Transvaal. 

This  was  as  clear  an  i»ue,»»^  febmiC 
3  H 
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aiiseu  between  capital  and  labour — ^be- 
tween money  and  men.  The  ex-Colonial 
Secretary,  speaking  at  Leeda  on  alien 
immigration  into  this  country,  said — 

"  We  are  not  goiiig  to  allow  thefonngn  work- 
man, unlesa  he  b«of  aToydMirabledMcriptaoii, 
to  take  the  bread  oat  d  tbe  mouth  it  the 
Britiih  working  man." 

Were  they  going  to  adopt  that  rule  in  the 
Transvaal  ?  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man pretend  that  a  C^naman  was  of 
such  a  very  desirable  description,  or  did 
he  maintain  that  the  employment  of 
Chinese  unskilled  labour  would  not  ex- 
clude the  British  workman  ?  Evidence 
after  evidence,  authority  after  authority, 
showed  they  could  employ  unskilled 
white  labour  if  only  they  adopted  tbe 
proper  machinery  and  appliances,  and 
the  reason  why  ft  was  excluded  was  be- 
cause it  was  not  wanted.  And  this  was 
to  be  the  outcome  of  the  great  war.  He 
thought  that  it  was  Guizot  who  said  of 
the  French  Republic  of  1848  that  it 
began  with  Plato  and  ended  with  the 
gendarme.  The  South  African  War  began 
with  great  ideab.  They  were  told  that 
it  was  fought  in  the  interests  of  freedom, 
that  here  we  should  have  a  gnat  new 
colony  to  be  the  home  of  another 
British  nation.  And  how  does  it 
all  end  ?  In  300,000  Chinese  serfs.  In 
this  country  there  was  a  feeling  of 
bitter  disappointment — an  undercurrent 
of  deep  resentment — in  this  matter, 
which,  when  it  came  to  the  snrfoce,  would 
sweep  away  many  of  those  who  now 
supported  this  proposal.  Was  the  voice 
of  the  Colonies  not  to  be  heard  in  this  mat- 
ter 1  The  Colonies  helped  to  conquer  the 
Transvaal,  and  they  had  expressed  their 
views  clearly  and  emphatically.  The 
Cape  was  unanimously  against  Chinese 
labour,  and  there  was  a  deep  feeling 
against  it  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
They  were  told  during  that  war  tiiat 
England  should  consider  the  opinion  of 
the  Colonies.  Now  they  were  told  that 
the  Colonies  had  nothing  to  do  with  this 
matter. 

•The  secretary  op  STATE  •foe 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Ltttelton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  I  said  directly 
the  contrary. 

*Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  said  that 
whatever  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
words  might  have  been,  what  were  his  actst 
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The  advice  of  tiie  Colonies  was  benf 
ignored  and  disngaided.  Whj  tliii  dif- 
ference between  now  and  IhA  tune  of 
war  ?  It  was  because  the  views  of  the 
Colonies  were  in  agreement  witJi  ^ 
views  of  the  Government  th«i«  and 
th»y  were  opposed  to  them  now.  Hi 
Amendment  had  been  drawn  -with  ex- 
treme moderation.  It  did  not  uJc  tfas 
House  to  veto  the  Ordinance.  He  tlunik 
they  might  have  been  jastified  in  do&f 
that.  They  had  not  even  aal»d  tht 
House  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  whok  d 
South  Africa.  They  merely  asked  thit 
the  assent  of  the  people  of  the  TranBTu 
themselves  should  be  formall  j  aaoa- 
tained,  either  through  a  popularly  elected 
Parliament  which  t^^ey  should  prefs,  ot, 
failing  that,  through  a  referendum.  Tk 
right  hon.  Grentleman  said  he  waa  pn- 
pa^ed  to  treat  the  Transvaal  as  a  sdf- 
goveming  colony.  That  was  predsclT 
what  they  aaked.  What  course  wmld 
be  adopted  by  a  self-governing  oakmj 
on  a  qnestaon  of  ^as  magnitude,  ii 
Australia,  for  instance,  or  in  New  Zealud  * 
Then  would  be  either  a  general  electia 
or  a  v/erendim,  and  that  was  what  tivT 
now  asked.  They  were  told  that  the  dd>T 
would  be  too  long,  but  it  woold  only  tsh 
a  few  weeks  to  frame  a  register  on 
basis  of  the  frandiiae  in  Cape  0>l«iv. 
perhaps,  and  to  tal»  a  vote.  To  decide 
this  important  question,  which  wu 
pregnant  with  so  much  good  or  er^ 
lor  the  future,  was  it  too  much  tiut 
they  should  ask  for  a  delay  of  a  &v 
weeks  ?  But  they  were  told  that  th* 
Government  knew  that  the  majority  ii 
the  Transvaal  were  favourable  to  the  jxo- 
posal,  and  that  therefore  it  was  not  neo«- 
sary  to  take  a  re/ereniium.  But  if  tbe 
Government  knew  that  the  majority  wai 
in  favour  of  Chinese  labour,  why  do  thev 
fear  a  referendum  ?  Why  did  the  mine-  ' 
owners  oppose  it  ?  They,  on  the  con 
trary,  felt  convinced  that  the  majoriiT 
in  the  Transvaal  was  not  in  favom 
of  this  proposal.  They  knew  that  tb* 
majority  was  against  it  a  year  ago.  The 
ez-Golonial  Se^etary  said  in  that  Hou.-^ 
in  March — 

"  That  tiko  Tut  majority  of  the  people  of 
Sooth  Africa  mra  oppoaed  to  Anatio  labour." 

In  January  last  Lend  Milner  said  tiiat— 

<*A  rear  ago  Sir  Gcwge  Farrar'a  pti»oMl 
would  have  fmuid  ray  fsw  sa^ortcfa  m  thr 

ooontcy." 
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Now  they  were  asked  to  believe  that  I 
in  the  brief  period  which  had  elapsed 
such  an  extraordinary  tumover  had  oc- 1 
corred  in  the  Transvaal.   That  was  an : 
exceedingly  difficult  thing  to  prove. 

The  Government  were  relying  on  three 
things:  the  Legislative  Council,  public 
meetings,  and  the  petition.  TheL^iislative  i 
Council  had  declared  in  favour  of  Chinese  I 
labour.  But  it  was  not  representative. 
Every  one  of  its  members  had  been ; 
nominated  by  Lord  Hilner.  The  late 
Colonial  Secretary  said  that  when  a  ques- 
tion was  put  to  a  Council  so  appointed  \ 
they  should  weigh  the  votes  as  well  as 
count  them  ;  and  he  added  that  if  they  ' 
found  that  the  representatives  of  labour  ' 
were  opposed  to  any  proposal  he  should 
regard  it  as  an  important  factor.  What 
was  the  position  with  regard  to  this  Coun- 
^1  Of  the  twaity*8ix  members  who  | 
voted  thirteen  were  official,  and  of  the  i 
other  thirteen  four  were  directiy  or  indi- ', 
reotly  concerned  with  thefinanoial  houses.  | 
Of  the  other  nine,  four  belonged  to  the 
class  known  locally  as  "tame  Boers." 
The  representative  Boers  had  not  con- 
sented to  serve  on  the  Council,  and 
the  Government  secured  these  gentle- 
men who  it  was  well-known  were  very 
open  to  influence  and  advice.  He  duL 
not  think  the  opinion  of  tiie  four  Boers 
was  really  representative  of  the  Boer 
population  because  it  was  well-known 
that  they  were  susceptible  to  advice. 
Of  the  thirteen  non-offioial  members  four 
were  directly  connected  with  this  matter, 
four  were  these  Boers,  and  of  the  five 
that  remaiiud  one  voted  for  tiie  Ordin- 
ance and  the  remainder  voted  against 
it.  There  was  only  one  labour  member  in 
the  Council,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  ex-Colonial  Secretary  had  said  he  would 
attach  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
opinion  of  labour  members.  This 
labour  member  voted  against  the  Ordin- 
ance. There  conk)  be  no  doubt  but  that 
very  great  pressure  had  been  brought  to 
bear  on  the  people  of  the  Transnal  in 
this  matter.  He  would  mention  only  one 
case  in  illustration.  Three  men  had  stood 
outjas  the  opponents  of  Chinese  labour, 
each  in  the  front  rank  of  his  several 
calling.  Mr.  Wybei^h  in  the  Govern- 
ment— the  Conunissioner  of.  Mines ;  Mr. 
Monypenny  in  the  press — the  editor  of 
the  Jokmnesburg  Star;  Mr.  Creswell  at 
the  mines — the  General  Manager  of  the 


Village  Main  Beef.  What  had  happened 
to  those  three  men  ?  Mr.  Wybergh  was 
obliged  to  resign  his  appointment  in  the 
Government,  Mi.  Monypenny  his  editor- 
ship  of  the  Johannesburg  ^ar,  and  Mr. 
Cr^well  his  position  of  mine  manager.  If 
that  was  what  happoied  to  those  in  hij^ 
places  what  might  have  happened  to  those 
in  obscure  positions.  With  regard  to  public 
meetings,  on  only  two  occasions  was  the 
number  of  votes  in  favour  of  the  importa- 
tion of  Chinese  labour  given  in  the  reports 
of  the  fourteen  meetings  mentioned  m  the 
Blue-book.  But  in  any  case  open 
voting  by  a  show  of  hands  was  no  test 
of  the  opinion  of  the  people ;  had  the 
voting  been  by  secret  ballot  the  result 
would  have  been  very  different.  -  As  to 
the  petition,  no  authoritative  examina"- 
tion  had  been  made  into  the  signatures, 
half  of  which,  for  all  they  knew,  might 
have  been  duplicates  or  fictitious, 
Great  pressure  had  been  exerted  and  aU 
opposition  had  been  forced  underground. 
But  a  great  many  resolutions  had  ibeen 
passed  against  the  importation  of  Chinese 
labour,  and  only  yesterday  we  had  presen- 
ted the  letter  sent  by  the  leaders  of  the  Boer 
people.  So  long  as^the  Constitution  of 
the  Transvaal  was  suspended  it  was  this 
House,  and  not  the  nominated  Council  in 
Pretoria,  that  was  the  true  guardian  of 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Transvaal. 
This  House  could  not  divest  itself  of  that 
function  unless  it  deputed*  the  |matter  to- 
a  free  vote  of  the  people  of  that  country. 

In  concliiaion,  he^ thanked^ the  (House 
for  its  kind  indulgence  in^having^listened 
for  so  long,  and  so  patientiy  to  one  who 
was  young,  not  only  in  Membership  of 
this  House,  but  also  in  years,  ^e  had 
spoken,  he  libped,  without  exaggeration. 
He  had  spoken,  he  was  sure,  without 
Party  feeling.  To  sum  up  [what  he  had 
said :  They  asserted  that'these  thousands 
of  Chinese,  socially,  could  notjfail  to  be  a 
centre  of  demoraUsation  in  the  places  in 
which  they  lived.  They  asserted  that  the 
conditions  under  which  they  would  be 
employed  were  conditions  almost  of 
slavery.  Politically,  the  proposal,  by 
maintaining  the  Boers  in  a  majority 
would  lead  to  the  postponement  of  self- 
government  in  the  Transvaal,  and  it  would 
hinder,  if  not  prevent,  tiie  Federation  of 
South  AMoa.  Although  tiiere  was  a 
shortage  of  labour*  ^Sun  ma  no  crisis  in 
the  Transvaal  due  to  tiie  low-pio^ctipn 
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of  the  min&,  once  the  prodactdon  of  gold 
was  as  high  now  as  it  was  m  189^  uid 
in  only  one  year  had  the  yi^d  ever  been 
higher  than  it  was  now.  Even  if  Kaffir 
labour  could  not  be  obtained,  white 
labour  could  be  economically  employed 
in  getting  the  gold.  The  reason  why 
white  labour  was  not  employed  was  not 
because  it  coukl  not  be  used  economi- 
cally but  because  it  was  not  desired.  He 
did  not  ask  the  House  itself  to  settle  this 
question,  but  to  refer  it  to  the  judgment 
of  the  people  of  the  Transvaal.  That  was 
their  case,  and  he  submitted  it  was  an  over- 
whelming case.  This  House  had  to  arrive 
at  a  grave  judgment ;  it  had  to  look  to  the 
future,  to  build  up  the  greatness,  of 
4  new  British  colony.  It  had  to 
decide  whetiier  it  would  lightly  permit  a 
new^community  of  serfs  to  be  established 
under  its  flag.  It  had  to  decide  whether 
the  waste-places  of  the  earth  under  its 
control  should  be  peopled  by  Mongolians 
or  should  be  the  homes  of  the  white 
peoples.  Those  were  la^e  issues.  They 
touched  the  very  roots  of  Imperial  policy. 
He  prayed  that  the  House  might  be  guided 
by  wisdom  in  its  dedsion. 

*Majob  SBELY  (Isle  of  Wight),  in 
rising  to  second  the  Amendment,  asked 
the  House  to  believe  that  he  fully  realised 
the  gravity  of  the  question  to  be  discussed, 
and  he  aued  €b.B  ^use  to  reflect  what 
the  conseqaences  might  be  if  it 
lefused  to  sanction  the  Amendment. 
He  also  daved  indulgence,  because  he 
himself  had  some  speod  reason  to  take 
an*  interest  in  this  matter.  He  took  up 
the  question  and  protested  against  the 
importation  of  Chinese  indeatured  labour 
long  before  he  dreamed  that  any  hon. 
Members  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House  would  make  it  theii  cause.  Ncmt 
could  he  believe  even  now  they  had  made 
this  cause  their  own.  He  was  certain 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  not,  and  he  believed  before 
the  debate  terminated  that  the  truth 
would  prevail,  and  that  the  House  would 
arrive  at  a  judgment  which  would  avoid 
the  disaster  which  would  follow  hasty 
action  in  this  matter.  Many  Members 
migbt  have  deeper  laumha^e  of  the 
methods  of  the  mines  and  all  connected 
with  them  than  he,  but  no  hon.  Mem- 
ber could  have  a  deeper  political  interest 

Mr,  Herbert  Samuel. 


in  the  weKane  of  South  Africa.  Tfar 
questicm  presented  itseU  to  his  mind  u 
one  upon  which  they  should  try  to  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  posaible  by  way  of  agm- 
ment.  The  able  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentl^ 
man  who  moved  the  Amendment  had 
stated  very  accurately  some  reasons  far 
helievii^;  that  it  was  possible  to  sac 
white  labour  in  South  Africa,  but  he  wodd 
approach  the  matter  from  another  p(iii> 
of  view  and  see  how  far  both  udes  ootid 
f^;ree.  Every,  single  Member  of  Ik 
House  was  agreed  that  this  proposal  to 
import  Chinese  labour  was  in  itself  u 
evil. 

Sib  GILBERT  PARKER  (Giavesod; 

No. 

*Majob  SEELT  :  The  hon.  Member  im 
Gravesend  had  said  it  waa  not  an  evil 
Even  he  would  agree  that  it  was  hi^ih 
undesirable,  so  that  every  Member  wii^ 
one  exception  would  agree  that  it  wsf 
an  evil  aoid  all  would  agree  that  it  was 
hi^^y  undesirable.  It  might  be  difficsli 
to  appeal  to  any  living  man  for  an  im- 
parfial  opinion  upon  this  quosticHi,  he 
would  therefore  appeal  to  one  who  ww 
dead,  to  the  greatest  thinking  mind  of  this 
age,  Herbert  Spencer !  Herbert  Spenotr 
was  asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  importatiM 
of  Chinese  labour  into  America,  and  W 
said — 

"  I  am  opposed  to  it,  beoaoae  if  it  oeoim  om 
of  two  tUags  must  happen,  either  the  r>h>wt 
must  mix  iriflutha  natitm,  bi  whkh  ease  yoa  art  • 
bad  hybrid,  and,  if  on  the  othu  haiKi  tluj  do 
not  mu,  tli^  most  ooonpj  a  position  of  alawy.'' 

While  the  Chinese  were  as  much  justified 
m  their  repugnance  to  us  as  we  in  osz 
repugnance  to  tiiem,  the  fact  lemuDed, 
and  tiiiB  could  not  be  disputed,  that  so 
great  was  the  lepngnance  of  all  An^o- 
Sazon  peoples  to  the  admixture  of  r:!.^^ 
in  the  population  that  in  no  single  case 
had  Chinese  been  imported  into  any 
country  without  great  efforts  being  snb- 
sequently  made  to  get  rid  of  the  influx 
Chinese.  He  was  speaking  of  Angk>- 
Sazon  people  resident  in  Anglo-Saxon 
communities  for  white  people,  bat  tite 
case  was  wholly  different  in  die  trojacs, 
where  a  small  white  anstocracy  domin- 
ated a  necessarily  subject  race.  It  waa  a 
strange  thing  that  the  House  should  now 
be  asked,  after  somewhat  scant  coasidem- 
tion,  to  import  into  axiountry.  which  we 
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had  lately  acquired  not  too  easily,  the 
very  thing  that  every  Anglo-Saxon  com- 
monity  was  doing  its  utmost  to  ^eet  and 
exclude.  Moreover,  it  had  always  been 
opposed  in  the  country  to  wluch  the 
^endment  referred.  The  qnestion  of 
the  shOTtage  of  labour  had  been  tlie  sab* 
jeot  of  various  inquiries.  The  Cape 
Labour  Comnussion  of  1893  came  to  the 
conolnsion  that  there  was  not  a  sofGiciency 
of  Kaffir  laboor,  but  their  Report'  con- 
ohided  with  the  words — 

"  We  are  Bbcaddy  oppoaed  to  the  impcxtetioii 
df  Ariatio  labour.^  , 

adding  that  there  was  quite  enoogh  race 
complication  already.  In  1898  the  Cham- 
ber of  Mines,  in  their  Annual  Report  on 
the  Labour  Supply,  after  stating  that 
there  was  a  shortage  of  labour,  said  that 
proposals  had  been  made  for  an  importa- 
tion of  Asiatic  labour,  but  Ibey  did  not 
recommend  the  adoption  of  that  course. 
So  that  the  Chamber  of  Mines  at  the  time 
saw  the  grave  dangers  which  underlay 
the  importation  of  Antics.  He  did  not 
desire  to  dwell  on  tiie  social  evils  which 
must  flow  from  Chinese  labour.  Herbert 
Spencer,  in  a  letter  which  recently  ap- 
peared in  The  Timet,  after  stating  his 
objections  to  Chinese  labour,  declared 
that  if  there  was  any  large  importation 
of  Chinese  labour  immense  social  diffi- 
culty, and  ultimately  great  social  dis- 
o^nisation,  would  arise. 


The_  House  should  not  be  misled 
by  suggestions  for  bringing  wives 
and  Amities  with  these  (Hiinese. 
Without  impating  evil  motives  to 
anyone,  he  unhesitatingly  stated  that 
those  responsible  for  ^e  importation  of 
Chinese  labour  would  demur  to  the  sug- 
gestion that  they  contemplat«d  bringing 
wives  and  children  for  40  per  cent,  of 
the  number  of  labourers  they  hoped  to 
obtain.  If  the  mine-owners  induced 
this  conntry  ultimately  to  agree  to 
the  importation  of  160,000  indentured 
labourers  it  was  not  at  all  Ukely  that  they 
would  also  take  upon  themselves  tite 
burden  of  supporting  wives,  with  an  aver- 
age of  three  children  apiece,  for  40  per 
cent,  of  the  number,  ^at  would  mean 
that  something  like  250,000  women  and 
children  would  be  herded  round  about 
the  Witwatersrand  mines,  and  from  what 
he  had  heard  from  gentlemen  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  cpiflBtHm,he  thoi^t 
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the  suggestion  was  prwml  facw  absurd. 
Chinamen  had  never  taken  their  wives 
and  families  into  distant  lands  in  t^e  past, 
even  when  there  were  no  restrictions. 
Daring  the  years  1861-^1  there  were 
practically  no  restrictions  on  the  entry 
of  Chinamm  into  Aostralia  and  New 
Zealand  ;  la^  nombera  wmt  tiim,  and 
some  30,000  were  still  left,  but  he  had 
never  heard  that  they  took  their  wives 
and  fomilies  or  ^t  they  were  desirable 
citisens.  He  had  read  Blue-book  after 
Blue-book  on  the  subject,  and  all  colonial 
statesmen  of  experience  concurred  in  the 
view  tikat  tiie  importation  of  Chinamm, 
whetikor  indentured  or  otiiwwise,  wa» 
disastrous  to  a  country.  That  being  so, 
was  it  likely  that  to  this  new  country, 
where  the  cost  of  living  was  infinitely  dearer 
than  in  other  countries,  the  Chinamen 
would  take  their  wives  and  families  ? 
Before  believing  that  anything  so  in- 
herently improbable  was  likely  to  take 
place,  the  House  should  be  placed  in 
possession  of  incontrovertible  proof  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  in  writing 
by  those  who  proposed  the  importation 
of  these  men  for  the  bringing  of  the 
wives  and  children.  But  even  if  such 
arrangements  were  made,  what  about 
the  remaining  60  per  c^t.  ?  It  was 
difficult  to  speak  on  the  subject  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  he  deprecated 
the  raking  up  of  terrible  stories  of  the 
results  of  Chinese  immigration.  He  did 
not  believe  that  tiiose  stories  were  gener- 
ally founded  on  facts,  but  he  did  hold  that, 
whereas  the  Chinese  might  be  a  great 
nation,  and  no  man  wo^  wish  to  say 
anything  against  a  people  who  had  so 
many  great  qualities,  the  class  of  persons 
who  emutrated  nnder  the  conditions  fore- 
shadowed in  this  Ordinance,  were  not  a 
desirable  class,  and  that  they  tended  to 
be  a  criminal  and  a  debasing  people. 


But  admitting  the  evil,  was  it  a  necessary 
evil  %  The  hon.  Member  for  the  Cleve- 
land Division  had  made  out  an  extoa- 
ordinarily  good  case  against  immediately 
that  the  alternative  of  white 
labour  was  impossible.  He  did  not  say 
that  white  labour  was  possible,  but  it 
had  not  yet  been  shown  to  be  imposwble. 
A  view  which  prevailed  with  many  hon. 
Members  was  tiiat  if  more  Chinamen  were 
imp<nrted  more  white  laboor^woold 
used.   We  wanted  fbgittm^^^ 
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poesible,  at  a  white  South  Africa.    It  was  \  was  blown  up  both  in  front  and  behind 
agreed  that  the  more  white  people  there !  the  train  in  which  he  travelled,  and  h# 
were  the  better  it  would  be.    It  must  wished  to  emphasise  that  it  was  kes  thaa 
also  be  agreed  that  if  the  importation  of  two  years  since  they  sustained  a  cnahiai 
Chinamen  was  not  permitted,  the  propor- I  defeat   not   far    from  Johaimesbiuig. 
tion  of  white  men  to  oolotued  wouhl  be  I  Witiiin  less  than  two  years  the  raioM 
greater  than  if  tbe  importation  was  were  actually  {oodooing  between  80  and  90 
allowed.   Before  the  war  about  9,5000 1  per  cent,  of  tlie  gzeatest^^roducticm  the^ 
natives  and  9,600  whites  were  employed  i  ever  produced  before,   iniia  proposal  ta 
in  the  Witwaterarand  mines,  while  in  the  ,  introduce  Chinese  labour  was  like  azgn- 
last  month  for  which  figures  were  avail-  ^  ing  that  the  man  who  stole  a  loaf  of  bread 
able,  the  numbers  employed  were  68,000  because  he  was  hungry  could  no  hMBgv 
and  12,700  respectively.    Therefore,  when  |  be  sent  to  gaol  because  he  pleaded  urgent 
there  was  not  so  much  shortage  of  labour,  necessity  to  eat.    In  this  case  the  mas 
the  pn^rtion  of  whites  to  natives  was  i  said,  "  I  have  had  some  bat  I  am  atiD 
one  m  ten,  while  at  present  the  proportion  ,  hungry  and  want  more."   Take  another 
was  nearly  one  in  five.   Altbou^^  it '  example.    Suppose  a  man   foaiul  that 
might  be  more  profitable  to  have  more '  he  did  not  walk  quite  as  fast  as  he  used 
black  men  in  proportion  to  the  white,  i  to  before  an  accident  and  he  contended 
actually  they  could  not  get  them  but  that  he  was  entitled  to  steal  his  nei^- 
more  white  were  employed  in  proportion,  hour's  horse  and  cart  in  coosequence. 
Let  them  suppose  if  they  imported  these  The  argument  was  precisely  similar  to 
Chinamen  they  might  employ  more  white  this  proposal  of  the  Government,  and  the 
men  altogether,  although  he  did  not  bottom  was,  in  fact,  knocked  out  of  the 
admit  titis.   The  point  was  that  if  the  whole  case  by  tJie  statement  of  Lofd 
House  refused  to  sanction  this  Ordinance,  Milner,  who  had  admitted  that  the  coon  try 
the  proportion  of  white  men  would  be  was  not  on  the  verge  of  ruin.    His  hon. 
greater  than  if  they  allowed  this  Ordinance  ^  friend  would  no  doubt  tell  them  that 
to  come  into  force.    The  hon.  Member '  South  Africa  was  in  a  dangerous  and 
opposite  read  a  startling  passage  from  Lord  difficult  position,  but  there  were  two 
Milner's  reply  to  a  deputation.     After  things  to  be  done.   One  was  to  adopt  an 
having  read  that  in  the  Blue-book  he  could ,  evil  course,  and  the  other  to  forawear 
not  conceive  how  His  Majesty's  Govern* '  the  evil  uid  reduce  the  e^tenditnre. 
ment  could  for  one  moment  dream  of  Seeing  how  great  the  interests  involved 
sanctioning   an  Ordinance  which   was  i  were  he  thought  it  would  be  a  wiser 
known  to  be  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  course  to  demand  that  the  expenditure 
overwhelming  proportion  of  those  who  \  should  be  reduced  rather  than  do  an 
were  citizens  under  the  British  flag  in  ,  admittedly  evil  thing  in  order  to  increase 
those  colonies.    Lord  Milner  admitted  the  revenue, 
tiiat  the  progress  of  South  Africa  after , 
the  war  had  been  amazingly  rapid, 
and  they  were  now  producing  more 
gold  than  in  1895  and   1896.  The 


He    now     came    to    the  question. 
Who    w^is    to    decide    this     matter  i 
,       „    ,  -I    .   J      ^   .        It  was  obvious  that  it  could  not  be  the 

hon.  Member  opposite  had  not   how-  Transvaal,  because  the 

ever,  brought  out  the  more  etwthng  S^emment  had  not  yet  decided  to  gi^ 
fact  that  at  the  moment  Lord  MUner  ^^^^  self-government:  To  say  that  the 
made  that  sUtement  he  was  spiking  Transvaal  had  decided  the  matter  when 
only  one  7^  after  the  most  devastating  meetings,  two  or  three  news- 

T\  had  expen«iced  ,  ^ord  Mibier,  who  had  changed 

for/a  good  many  years.  The  rapid  re-  j  l^f^^^  ^he  question,  had  dedbSed 
cuperation  of  the  mmmg  industry  m  favour  of  Chinese  labour,  was  only 
South  Africa,  in  the  face  of  -  immense  .  trifling  with  the  matter.  Who  was  to 
difficulties,  had  been  marvellous,  and  decide  ?  His  right  hon.  friend  mi^t 
those  who^managed^the^mines  were  de-  point  out  that  it  would  have  been  corn- 
serving  of  the  greatest  credit  for  the  way  '  petent  for  him  to  sanction  this  Ordinance 
they  had  surmountedj^those  diffioulUes.  i  without  reference  to  the  Houae,  but  the 
When  he  went  to  Johannesburg  the  line  |  inherent  po#Bii^ExUBteitQ6gl&id  h 
Major  Seely. 
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alone.   This  House  had  the  power  to 
tun  out  tike  Ministers  and  put  in  tiiose 
irho  would  do  their  will  in  thifl  and  other 
nutters.   The  power  rested  in  the  House 
as  well   as  the  responsibility.  What 
facilities  had  been  given  to  hon.  Members 
to  really  arrive  at  the  truth  in  this  matter? 
This  was  the  strongest  part  of  their  case. 
How  long  had  hon.  Members  been  able  j 
to  read  tiie  bulky  book  of  evidence  1 1 
He  believed  it  was  only  possible  to  obtain 
it  on  Saturday  morning  last.    The  evi-  ' 
dence  had  a  startling  bearing  upon  the 
whole  question,  because  it  showed  that 
those  who  were  in  favour  of  anotJier  ; 
solution  rather  than  the  Chinese  solution, 
wen  undoubtedly  treated  as  hosldle  j 
witnesses.    That  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary state  of  affurs.   If  they  turned 
to  the  evidence  of  the  Oovemment  Oom- 
miasioner  of  Mines,  who  was  the  most 
important  witness,  they  would  find  that 
from  start  to  finish  there  were  perpetual 
reciiminations.    It  certainly  was  not  the 
sort  of  Commission  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  have  in  this  country.  In 
Question  13976  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Commission  asked  a  witness  if  he 
left  his  employer  because  he  was  a 
better  poUtician  than  an  engineer.  Was 
that  the  sort  of  question  wMch  ought  to 
be  put  by  a  member  of  an  impartial  Com- 
mission ?   Owing  to  the  excited  state  of 
political  feeUng,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  at  tjie  tame  this  Commisnon  sat,  those 
witeesses  who  were  opposed  to  the  avowed 
desires  of  the  mining  interest  were  treated 
as  hostile  witnesses,  and  it  was  not  a  fair 
Commission  in  the  sense  in  which  they 
understood  it.    But  there  was  another 
p<Hiit.   What  was  the  Commission  in- 

fuizing  into  ?  What  evidence  had  the 
[ouse  to  dedde  this  momentous  question 
upon  ?  That  Commission  was  only  to 
inquire  how  far  it  was  possible  to  obtain 
an  adequate  supply  of  labour  from  Central 
and  Southern  Africa.  The  question  of 
Chinese  labour  was  expressly  ruled  out, 
&nd  tikere  had  been  no  inquiry  into  tbe 
advisability  of  employing  Chinese  labour 
in  South  Africa,  It  was  a  travesty  of 
justice  to  ask  the  House  to  decide  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  when  l^ere  had  been  no 
inquiry  into  the  question  they  were  dis- 
cussing. What  was  the  answer  of  the 
right  hon.  OenflemMi  in  the  matter  1 
There  was  no  answer  except  t^t  tiiey 


were  being  hustled.   He  did  not  believe 
the  House  of  Commons  meant  to  be 
hustled  in  the  matter.    There  had  been 
no  inquiry  whatever  into  the  desirability 
of  Chmese  labour  and  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  white  labour.   They  might 
rightly  dum  before  they  undertook 
so  momentous  a  step,  so  absolutely  con- 
trary to  every  precedent — ^the  imposition 
of  this  kind  of  labour  on  a  countxy  which 
was  shortly  to  receive  self-government — 
that  t^ere  should  be  some  inquiry.  There 
ought  to  have  been  a  great  deal  more 
knowledge  on  the  subject  presented  to 
Parliament.   He  knew  that  a  great  many 
hon.  Members  on  l^e  Conservative  side 
of  the  House  were  as  bitterly  opposed 
to  this  proposal  as  he  was  himself.  Let 
them  suppose  that  the  forces  against  tliem 
were  sufficiently  strong  to  allow  t^e  Ordi- 
nance to  be  sanctioned.    He  understood 
from  his  right  hon.  friend  that  this  was 
the  moment  when  this  matter  was  to  be 
decided.  If  the  Ordinance  was  sanctioned 
in  the  House  by  the  rejection  of  the 
,  Amendment,  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
'  communicate  to  South  Africa  the  ad- 
henon  of  the  Government  to  it,  and  the 
;  importation  of  Chinese  labour  would  then 
forthwith  begin.    If  that  was  so,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  important  moments  that 
this  House  could  well  conceive  of  .involving 
as  it  did  the  welfare  of  the  whole  colony. 

What  was  going  to  be  the  position  of 
affairs  1  Whom  were  they  going  to  have 
on  their  side  in  South  AMca  and  whom 
against  them  1  Undoubtedly  this  country, 
or  rather  this  Government,  would  have  on 
,  its  side  the  mining  interest  acting  entirely 
,  from  their  own  point  of  view  in  the  in- 
i  traests  of  their  share-holdeTS,  whose  in- 
terests alone  they  had  to  consider,  and 
'  rightly  80 ;  and  they  would  have  on  their 
!  side  a  certain  number  of  Englishmen  in  the 
Transvaal.    He  did  not  suppose  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  suggested  that  the 
whole  of  the  7,0iX)  out  of  the  12,000  white 
men  employed  on  the  mines  were  neoes* 
sarily  in  favour  of  it.   When  employers 
handed  round  a  petition  it. was  wise  to 
sign  it.    He  absolutely  assented  to  the 
telegram  which  was  read  out  that  no 
undue  influence  was  used  to  obtun 
mgnatures,  but  it  must  be  apparent  that 
!  if  employers  widied  a  thing,  and  said 
i  tiiey  wished  it,  it  wa8(j^5|^)yl^t5gfe 
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men  to  accept  it.   The  Government 
would  have  on  their  side  a  propoition 
oi  the  7,000.   Whom  were  they  going  to 
have  against  them  ?   They  were  going 
to  have  against  them  all  the  other  Eng- 
lishmen.    They  were  going  to  have 
gainst  them  the  whole  of  the  Dutch 
population.    [An  Hon.  Mehbeb  :  No.j 
He  heard  an  hon.  HemBlBr  say  "  Ko."  ] 
He  'presumed  his  meaning  was  that, 
whereas  the  Boer  leaders,  Bodia  and  Be- 
larey,  had  issued  a  pronimciamento  that 
the  Dutch  population  was  opposed  to  this 
that  they  did  not  mean  what  they  said, 
and  that  their  people  would  not  follow 
them  ?    The  House  bad  been  twice  taken 
in  by  that,  and  bitterly  had  this  country 
cause  to  repent  of  her  folly  in  not  believ- 
ing 4hat  the  Dutch  people  stuck  by  those 
who  had  led  them  in  peace  and  war. 
They  had  better  not  make  the  same  mis- 
take again.    The  Government,  in  this 
matter,  would  have  practically  the  whole 
of  Cape  Colony  against  them.    He  might 
say  that  he  received  a  telegram  last 
night  which  he  believed  to  be  true — he 
would  be  corrected  if  he  was  wrong — 
saying  that  every  one  of  the  members 
recently  elected  to  the  Cape  Colony 
Legislature   had   expressed  themselves 
strongly  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
Chinese  labour.    Surely  it  was  madness, 
in  the  face  of  this  position,  to  go  through 
with  the  thing  with  this  indecent  haste, 
because  after  all  what  was  the  idea  with 
which  we  went  through  the  war  from  which 
we  had  just  emerged.    He  remembered 
reading  an  eloquent  speech  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  which  was 
delivered  to  Delarey's  men  in  presence  of 
Delarey,  during  the  tour  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  South  Africa.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  he  had  often 
seen  the  graves  of  British  soldiers  who 
fell  in  the  war,  and  that  he  had  often 
seen  side  by  side  those  of  Boers  who  fell 
in  the  same  struggle,  and  he  concluded 
by  saying  — **  They  sleep  together  in 
peace.   Let  us  who  live,  live  also  in 
peace."    Fine  words  finely  spoken.  Now 
we  come  to  the  test  of  what  we  were 
going  to  do.   These  men  with  whom  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pleaded  for  peace 
have  unanimously  protested  that  this 
proposal  is  a  mistake,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  national  disaster  of  first  magnitude. 
Was  that  likely  to  procure  peace  ?  He 
Major  Seelp. 
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could  not  refrain  from  quoting  »  beauti- 
ful verse  which  was  made  on  tii*t  mj 

speech — 

"  They  sleep  pouMMd  of  h«r  titvy  aoogM^ 
Briton  ana  Boer  aide  by  nde. 
They  both  «£ke  for  Craedom  foa^it,  for  fee*- 

doto  died. 
Here  let  at  bory  ontwocn  hate 
For  eTcr  neath  the  tear-atained  aod. 
And  build  a  new  and  better  State  fior  BoaB  and 
God.'* 

Was  that  what  t^ey  were  gmng  to  do  t 
He  knew  this  House  did  not  like  sesti- 
mentaUty,  but  he  elaimed  that  tfais  to 
no  mere  empty  appeal.  The  hearts  d 
the  people  at  home  had  been  bitterij 
stirred.  There  was  hardly  a  family  1^ 
had  not  suSered,  but  they  thon^t  thtt 
we  fought  for  great  ideals,  but  bo  maiiy 
as  we  imported  180,000  daves  into  Sw^ 
Africa,  so  sorely  would  we  shatter  these 
ideals.  He  did  not  believe  this  Hosae 
would  consent  to  it.  Two  voices  were 
calUng  to  them  now.  One  called  to  thtai 
from  every  self-governing  colony  that  k»d 
had  any  experience  of  &e  evil  of  which 
he  told  the  Govonment.  A  vast  majoiitf 
of  the  people  of  Soutii  Africa,  and  he  be- 
lieved an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  country  asked  them  not  to 
be  in  a  hurry,  not  to  be  in  indecent  haste, 
when  they  were  without  proper  knowledge 
about  to  assent  to  this  proposal.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  had  the  cry  of  self-interest 
that  we  might  be  a  little  richer,  t^e  err 
that  the  £12,500,000of  gold  now  being  dng 
might  be  increased  to  £16,000,000  as 
before.  Surely  this  House  would  not 
consent  to  it.  He  did  not  think  the  force 
this  Government  could  bring  to  bear  on 
hon.  Members  would  make  them  consent. 
He  had  advanced  reasons  for  saying  tliat 
they  should  weigh  this  proposal  long  mad 
carefully.  They  were  bound,  not  only  by 
every  tradition  of  this  House,  by  every 
precedent,  btit  in  honour  to  many  peisons 
whose  wishes  in  this  matter  were  going 
to  be  flouted,  to  do  this.  When  we  made 
peace  with  the  Boers,  we  pledged  ourselves 
that  we  would  not  give  votes  to  the 
natives  until  they  had  self-govemnMnt. 
He  asked  hon.  Members  whe^er  the  im- 
portation of  great  numbers  of  Chinamen 
and  the  posmbilities  that  entailed  was  not 
a  graver  step  than  the  giving  of  votes  to- 
'  the  natives.  He  thought  so,  and  yet  they* 
were  giving  no  chance  to  those  pet^iJe 
of  expressing  their  views  in  any  oMistita* 
;  tional  mannj^|,t„iJ^^leTOoQ'l€  honoar 
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was  bound  up  in  this  proposal.  We  had 
bound  ourselves  ^at  the  Colonies  should 
have  a  say  in  the  settlement  of  this  matter 
He  had  spoken  to  many  lepresautatiTes 
of  the  Colonies  on  the  mAttvr,  and  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  every  ihm  felt 
bitterly  upon  it.  We  were  bound  to  con- 
sider the  wishes  of  our  self-govoming 
ooloniee ;  we  were  bound  to  consider  the 
Dutch  with  whom  we  had  made  peace  ; 
and  we  were  bound  in  honour  to  co&sider 
the  bitter  cry  of  the  people  of  tiiis  country 
who  had  siuSned.  It  iras  only  a  little 
more  tiian  lour  and  a  hall  years  ago  that 
it  seemed  veiy  likely  that  South  Africa 
would  be,  as  had  been  prophesied,  the 
grave  of  England's  greatness.  Let  this 
House  see  to  it  to-day  that  it  was  not 
the  grave  of  England's  honour. 
Amendment  proposed — 

*'At  the  end  of  tbe  QaeBtioo,  to  add  the 
words,  'And  we  humbly  lament  to  Your 
Majesty  that  it  is  hij^y  ine^fwdient  that 
sanotion  should  be  given  to  any  otdinanoe 
penuittiiig  the  inteodaoticsk  of  indeatoied 
Chinese  labooren  into  the  lYansvaal  Colony 
until  the  appnvti  of  the  colonists  has  been 
formally  asoertained.*"— (Jfr.  Heriert  Samnd.) 

Question  proposed^  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added. 

♦Mb.  LYTTELTON:  My  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
advanced  a  great  number  of  bif^y 
questionable  propositions,  and  he  has 
inferred  with  uie  courage  of  youth,  from 
the  silence  in  which  they  have  been 
received,  that  hon.  Grentlemen  upon  this 
side  admit  them  to  be  true.  He  has 
taken,  I  think,  as  among  the  admissions 
made  by  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  that 
we  have  acted,  upon  insufficient  evidence. 
I  traverse  that  absolutely. 

*Majcr  SKELY  :  I  never  said  so. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON :  He  has  taken 
it  that  it  is  admitted  upon  this  side  that 
it  is  in  itself  an  evil  to  brin^  Chinese  into 
a  country  whose  necessities  of  labour 
flemand  that  the  existing  labour  should 
be  supplemented.  I  must  not  be  taken 
as  admitting  that.  1  admit,  however, 
that  it  is  an  unfortunate  eircum- 
stance  when  a  country  is  unable  to 

Frovide  labour  lof  itself.  It  is  also, 
think,  more  thi^n  unfortunate,  but 
still  an  undoubted  fact,  that,  white  men 
in  Africa  will  not  do  the  work  which 
black  men  dp.  .  So  far  only  dp  1  m^ce  *oy 


admission  to  my  hon.  and  gallaat  friend.. 
To  the  complaint  that  the  House  has 
been  rushed  iu.  this  matter  a  suffitnent 
answer  is  fumidied  by  the  speech  of  the 
mover  of  this  Amendment.   No  one  who 
heard  that  apeeeh — Aoach,  of  ooun^  I 
do  not  agree  with  it  and  It^hink  it  did  me 
some  injustice — could  f(V  a  moment  doubt 
that  a  man  of  industry  and  a  man  of 
ability,  such  as  my  hon.  frimd  is,  hadi 
abundant  time  for  mastering  not  only  the 
principles  but  the  details  m  this  matter. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  said  he  under 
stood  frcMU  me  that  1  was  going  to 
sanction  the  remoml  of  the  suspensory 
clause  inserted  by  my  request,  at  the  in-* 
stance  of  the  Leadw  of  the  Opposition,  in 
ordn*  to  give  Parliament  time,  notto  diaensa 
every  line  of  the  Ordinanoe-^iat  would 
be   a  wholly  absurd  proceeding  for 
the  Imperial  Parliament — but  in  order  to 
raise  befne  Hhe  people  of  this  country  in 
the  fullest  way  tiie  general  question 
whether  the  introduction  of  Asiatic  labour 
into  the  Transvaal  is  right  or  wrong. 
Let  me  say  at  the  beginning  ^at  the  hon. 
moTer  of  this  Amendment  did  me  an  in- 
justice when  he  said  I  was  amenable  in 
this  matter.   Does  the  Blue-book  show 
it  ?     The  Blue  -  book  shows  that  I  en- 
deavoured to  take  every  possible  pre- 
j  cauticm   to   ensure   that    the  fullest 
deliberation  should  be    given  to  the 
,  discussion  of  this  matter,  ^nd  theGovern- 
i  raent  only  approved  of  the  principle  of 
j  this  measine  with  the  ditbnot  oonvic* 
I  tion  and  belief  that  tiie  labour  vrhith 
\  would  be  introduced  would  not  be  a  sub- 
!  stitute  for,  but  would  be  supplementary 
'  to,  the  labour  now  employed.   They  acted 
with  the  conviction  that  this  step  would 
I  increaw  and  not  diminish  white  employ- 
I  ment.  further  they  are  absolutely  con- 
ivinoed  that  tiie  measure  is  one  of 
I  extraordinary  mgew^,  and  that  the  vital 
'  economic  necessities  of  the  Transvaal 
!  demand  it.  [OPPOSITION  cries  of  "Why  r] 
I  I  will  come  to  that  presently.    I  put  last,, 
'  but  I  am  certain  that  no  one  in  this  Honse 
who  knows  me  will  suppose  that  I  ^ink 
it  last  in  importance,  the  fact  that<tU4 
Uovernmentc<msiderthat  these  ends  may 
be  achieved  without  any  ethical  or  mwiJ, 
stain  either  upon  the  Chinese  who  may 
be  introduced  or  nptm  others. 

B^ore  I  endeavour  to  make  good  these 
arguments  may  I  make  a  few  general 
observations  to  the  House  which  h  ftitnt 
earnestly  commend  l^^^Ml^^-^^^l- 
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and  it  is  a  peril,  yoa  aboold  h&ve  a 
State  with  a  gigantic  vaA  wealthy  centre 
and  with  the  ouerpntioiu  undeveloped. 
It  was  the  policy  of  the  Government,  by 
making  roads  and  railways,  by  land 
settlement,  by  irrigation,  to  bring  up  this 
State  into  Ime  with  Johanneebur^  its 
head.   M«k  axe  better  tlm  minerals. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  Ponegal. 
S.) :  What  we  want  is  free  mem. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON :  If  yon  use  the 
reBonroes  of  this  gigantic  indostiy  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  the  whole  country, 
sorely  yon  are  doing  a  right,  politic,  and 
statesmanlike  thing  for  the  comronnity. 
A  strong  rural  oommnnity,  well  backed, 
is  that  withoat  which  no  State 
through  successive  stages.  They  are  |  U  really  secure.  Lastly,  we  have 
pastf^I,  then  rural,  then  cities  grow  up  to  |  spent  J^50,000,000  and  made  great 
ministn  to  their  needs,  and,  finally,  you  I  saaificea  for  l^t  oountiy.  We  have 
have  an  industarial  oranmnnity,  indnatries  I  — I  think  I  was  (me  of  the  fint  in 
generally  being  the  latest  growth  in  a  |  this  country  publicly  to  advocate  it — 
£tate.  Bat  in  the  Transvaal  there  has  been  1  repatriated  the  Boers;  we  have  recon- 
no  snch  process.   Johannesburg,  with  ita  \  structed  their  farms  and  stocked  them  to 


House  for  their  serious  consideration  1 1 
Do  not  approach  this  subject  in  the  air. 
Loc^  ataadily  at  the  aotual  facts  of  the 
situation.  Just  considerwhi^  the  economic 
situation  of  the  Transvaal  is.  When  the 
Transvaal  was  annexed  by  this  country, 
when  Lord  Mitner  took  the  government 
over,  he  did  not  fashion  the  economic 
structure  of  the  country,  he  took  it  over 
nady^ormed.  And  what  was  it  that  he 
took  over  ready-f<»med  t  He  took  over 
a  very  abnormal  economic  conditicm,  a 
vast,  organised,  and  wealthy  industry 
imposed  upon  an  almost  rustic  community. 
LcTO  Milner  did  not  frame  that  in- 
<dustiT ;  His  Majesty's  Govonment  did 
not  frame  it;  it  was  framed  by  the 
great  ability  of  those  who  instituted 
it — erected  in  the  course  of  only  twelve 
or  fourteen  years.     Most   States  pass 

They 


tall  steel  chimneys  and  great  white 
^poil  banks,  rises  almost  straight  out  of 
the  veld.  It  is  not  a  mining  camp,  as 
many  great  mining  industries  have  been. 


the  best  of  our  ability.  We  wish  the 
Boera  well,  but  we  also  wish  well  to  our 
own  people.  We  do  not  wish — it  would 
be  against  human  nature — that  when  we 


The  wealth  which  is  being  worlred  there  have  made  this  gigantic  effort  it  Bhoofcl 
is  known  to  exist  just  as  well  as  is  ^e  •    •    -  • 

coal  in  South  Wales  and  even  better  than 
on  the  diamond  fields  atKimberley.  The 
rate  of  output  of  this  extraordinary  place 
was  £18,000,000  per  annum  before  the  war. 


be  for  the  benefit  of  ^e  Boers  alone,  and 
that  we  should  leave  our  own  people  un- 
cared  for  and  in  a  minority.  May  I 
summarise  what  I  have  been  endeavour- 
ing to  say  %  I  have  said  that  the 
economic  situation  when  this  country 
annexed  the  Transvaal  neoessitated 
the  instatntion  of  a  well-organised  and 
*u  T  -n-mmnT  mrt-vT  t  r  ^  i  ' »  well-eouipped  Govemmeut,  and  an 
•Me.  LYTTELTON:  I  prefer  to  keep  |  g  S^Government  to  develop 

.th,n  thP  mark.    That  oatn«t  »«ctl-  1  ^j^^  ^^^^^^      ^^^^     ^j^^  ^^j^j^  ^j^^ 

make  it  an  organic  and 


Hb.  MABEHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield):  £20,000.000. 


within  the  mark.  That  output  practi 
<!ally  represented  the  whole  wealth,  the 
whole  taxable  capacity  of  the  State.  It 
is  thus,  that,  after  the  annexati<m,  the 
rulers  of  that  country  are  confronted  not 
with  Uie  problems  of  a  small  State,  but 
with  all  the  problems  of  an  advanced 
industrial  community.  ]^om  those  facte 
there  follow,  as  it  seenu  to  me,  two  things 
— first,  that  it  was  necessary  to  form  and 
equip  a  folly  civilised  and  mod«m  Govern- 
ment; next,  that  it  was  necessary,  having 
fwmed  thatj  Government,  by  means  of 
the  resources  of  the  mines  to  endeavour 
to  develop  the  residue  of  the  country 
so  as  to  Iwing  the  body  into  pro- 
portion with  the  head.   It  was  a  peril, 

Mr.  i^WAm. 


mmes,  so  as  to 
proportioned  whole,  and  thus  attract 
the  Briton  to  come  in  with  the 
Boer  and  possess  the  land.  I  submit 
to  the  House,  whether  thev  agree 
with  it  or  not — and  I  should  rather  judge 
from  the  way  they  have  met  it  that  they 
do  agree  with  it — I  submit  that  that  policy 
was  a  wise  one.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  a  co- 
herent find  far-seeing  policy.  But  look  at 
what  it  has  involved.  It  has  involved  a 
substantial  cost  and  we  have  laid  a  debt — 
and  this  House  has  assented  to  it — for  the 
purpose  of  developing  this  country  in  the 
manner  which  I  baveji|escribed  we  have 
laid  a  debt  oit^e^^0|^ifta]O>C)^|!li^ 
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I  bave  aaid  the  country  would  be  well 
■sUe  to  meet  these  chai^.  The  gold  in 
the  land  is  to  the  eye  of  science  actually 
visible.  The  machinery  is  equipped  to  get 
it,  but  the  labour  only  is  lacking  for  ^e 
purpose.  I  ought  to  read  one  or  two  ex- 
tracts only.  Sir  Aitiuir  Lawley,  on  30th 
October,  said — 

'  *  The  financial  noeition  here  to-day  is  most 
eerions.  I  am  of  opinion  personaUj  that  the 
only  ibin^  which  atsnda  between  ns  and  a 
^enend  ciuds  is  tbe  sanuuine  hope  of  the  e^rly 
introdoetioa  of  Asiatic  utbonr." 

On  29th  September  Lord  Milner  said — 

"  The  immediate  proepect  is  very  bad.  'there 
is  complete  SMgnanon  of  oommeroe  and  indns- 
tiy  owmg  to  the  laboor  difficulty,  and  it  affecta 
almost  every  branch  of  rerenne,  espemlly  the 
rdilways." 

He  adds— 

**  There  are  no  signs  of  an  adequate  amoont 
of  lalionr  being  obtained  from  the  existing 
source  of  su^iply,  and  the  consequent  depreBsion 
in  every  kind  of  business  is  increasing  daily. 
The  revenue  ia  falling  off,  many  people  are  ont 
of  work,  and  if  the  situation  ones  noc  soon 
«haofe  a  omisidenble  exodus  «^  the  white 
pc^uution  is  inevitaUe.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  the  mines  except 
insofficienoy  of  labour.  They  are  equipped  for 
the  [vodiiction  of  at  least  60  per  cent,  above 
tie  present,  and  plenty  of  coital  for  further 
4eveuHHnent  is  assated  if  only  the  labour 
difficulty  is  overcome." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Amendment  referred  to  300,000  Chinese 
being  required. 

*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  That  is 
in  the  Report. 

•Ma.LYrTELTON:  The  Report  said 
that  that  number  of  labourers  might  be 
required  in  the  future,  but  there  is  no 
authority  for  saying  that  300,000  Chinese 
would  be  necessary.  Lord  Milner  went 
on — 

**  Ko  one,  indeed,  any  longer  supposes  that 
the  oxpetiment  of  Asiatic  labour,  even  if 
•uccesHtnl,  can  do  more  than  supplement  the 
fowl  supply  or  justify  any  relaxation  in  the 
immense  effort  that  is  beiug  made  to  develop 
the  latter  .  .  .  But  in  the  opinion  of  the 
best  judges  we  may  hope  gradually  to  obtain 
ao  amount  of  laboor  from  Asia  which  will 
substitute  steady  and  nobstantial  progress  for 
the  present  complate  stagnation." 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  give  the 
House  an  independent  authority  on  this 
matter.  Mr.  birchenough,  in  his  report 
on  tbfi  financial  condition  of  the  country 
lo  t^e  Board  of  Trade,  having  dealt  in  the 
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fairest  way  with  tk«  question  of  Asiatio 
labour.   He  eai^— 

The  real  danger  of  the  nituation  lies  in  the 
prolongation  of  the  present  ^naneii^  strain.  It 
u  really  a  race  agafiuit  time,  and  that  is  why 
experiments,  however  weH-meaning,  which 
take  years  to  show  their  results  are  impractic- 
able. The  trouble  of  the  problem  is  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  labour.  There  is  no 
dispnta  as  to  the  wealth  which  lies  in  the 
Transvad,  nor  is  it  honied  that  the  essential 
conditions  which  affect  the  gold  mines  are 
more  favourable  than  before  the  war,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  labour  sumtly.  But,  as 
I  have  indicated,  the  whole  of  the  industrial 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  Transvaal  are 
too  important  for  it  to  be  allowed  to  stand 
indefinitely  in  the  way." 

Now,  I  say  that  the  credit  of  t^e  new 
States,  on  which  the  prosperity  of  South 
Africa  as  a  whole  depends,  is  very  vitally 
atBtak»  in  this  matter.  The  House 
knows  from  tike  Blue-books  tiiat  the 
d^cit  antidpated  as  the  result  of  the 
shortage  of  tiie  present  financial  year  is 
no  leas  than  £360,000.  This  House  has, 
without  a  division,  imposed  the  obliga- 
tions to  which  I  referred  at  the  b^inning 
of  my  speech,  which  must  be  defrayed 
by  the  mines — the  obligations,  that  is,  of 
discharging  the  cost  and  expense  of  this 
newly  equipped  and  expensive  Qovem- 
ment  and  tiie  cost  and  expense  of  tiie 
equipment  and  development  of  the  coun- 
try, including  the  intwest  on  the 
£35,000,000  loan.  I  am  not  simply 
speaking  now  of  the  moral  question. 
Can  you,  as  a  matter  of  economic 
prudence  uid  policy,  having  laid  this 
great  burden  on  a  oommunity,  deny 
tiiem,  if  they  put  proper  restrictions  and 

Sreoanlions  upon  it,  the  opportunity  to 
ischarge  the  obligations  which  you  have 
so  laid  up(m  them  1  Now,  Sir,  you  may 
say,  and  I  fully  accept  the  rightness  and 
relevancy  of  the  challenge — you  may 
say :  "  Granted  in  your  favour  that  yon 
have  established  a  political  and  economic 
case  for  tiie  introdootion  of  Chinese  labour, 
yet  across  your  patb  in  {^opening  liiat 
pdicy  lie  obstacles,  social,  industrial, 
and  moral,  which  no  considerations  of 
economics  or  policy  can  remove.*'  ^Tbat 
istheissua. 

I  take  first  the  political  issue.  The 
mover  of  the  Amendment  said 
that  Lord  Milner  had  been  always  in 
favour  of  Chinese  labour.  He  is  entirely 
inaccurate  as  to  that.  Lord  Jf  ilner  was 
not  in  favour  of  itQi#i^oybeiQ£i6iL@E 
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1903.   The  hon.  Member  iUbo  said  that ' 
the  reason  vhy  the  piopoeal  had  been 
made  was  that  I  was  more  amenable  than 
my  predecessor.    That  is  also  inaccurate. 
My  predecessor's  views  on  this  matter ' 
were  stated  as  long  ago  as  March  of  last ' 
year,  when  he  said—  ' 

"  I  ventured,  when  I  was  in  South  Africa, 
to  promise,  at  all  events  on  behalf  of  my  own  ' 
Goverament — and  I  believe  I  can  safely  do  so  | 
on  behalf  of  the  whole  Honse  of  Commons--  . 
thatalthoof^  teohnieally  they"—  | 

the  new  coloniea —  i 

"  were  Crown  colonies,  and  as  such  subject ' 
in  the  last  resort  to  any  ultimatum 
that  may  be  propounded  from  iJowning-street,  ' 
the  GoTerament  would  treat  them  in  all  i 
matters  in  which  Imperial  interests  are  not 
directly  eonsidered  as  if  they  wwe  seU'^ov  ei  u  -  | 
in|;  colonies." 

And  the  hon.  Gentlonan,  I  am  sure  on- , 
iutenticnally,  eodeavoured  to  convey  to  , 
tlie  Hoose  Ibat  my  predeoeiscw's  mind  i 
was  made  op  on  tlus  sabject.  He  ii , 
quite  inaccurate  again.  On27thJuly  last,  I 
in  answer  to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Monmonth,  my  ri^thon. 
friend  said— I  . 

"  As  long  SB  tlie  opinion  of  the  Transvaal  is 
hostile"— 

tiiat  is,  to  Astatio  labonr— 

t^e  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  rest  perfectlv 
satisfied  that  I  shall  not  assent  to  it,  and  1 
shall  certainly  not  be  a  party  to  imposing  it 
on  a  hostile  majority.  But  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  nie  what  Uie  futnre  is  likely 
to  be.  I  think  it  Is  very  likely  that  the 
opinion  which  is  now  bosttle  may  not  always 
be  hostile,  and  I  liave  received  iniormation—I 
do  not  know  exactly  what  importance  to 
attach  to  it  at  the  present  moment — that 
amongst  the  Boar  fannen  the  pressure  fw 
labour  has  become  very  aente. ' 

lonly  want  toshowthatmypredeeeBsor 
laid  down  the  principle  which  ^e  Govern- 
ment have  adopted  on  ^s  question — 
namely,  that  of  treating  these  colonies, 
aa  fiu  as  possible,  as  if  tliey  were  ^If- 
goveming,  and  I  have  read  that  ezlxact 
to  show  that  my  rig^t  hon.  friend  was 
aware  in  July  t^iat  opinion  was  oomii^ 
toond  on  the  question. 

Now  let  me  juat  enumerate  ^e  precau- 
tions we  have  taken  before  we  venture 
to  ask  the  House  here  to  say  Hh&t 
we  have  obtained  a  satisfactory  pro- 
nouncement of  opinion  from  the 
Transvaal.  Before  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment moved  in  the  matter  at  all,  a  private 
member  was  directed  to  bring  forward 
by  way  of  resolution  tJke  queaticm,  aye 

Jfr.  LytteUm. 


or  no,  whet^  Anatie  bboor  aktoold  be 
introduced.  On  .^t  reaoiotinn  ewr 
official  monber  had  entin  fnedon  te 
vote  aeeofding  to  his  own  coavietioM. 

That  liberty,  which  I  think  everybody 
here,  even  the  Member  for  NtHi^hamphm 
agrees  was  i^htly  aeeorded  to  them,  wv 
exercised.    The  result  of  the  ctefaate  on 
the  resolution  brought  forward  by  a 
private  membw  was  approved  by  a  vote 
of  '*wenty-two  to  four.    Of    die  on- 
official  members  nine  to  four  voted  in 
favour  of  the  pn^Kwal.  Theee  unofficiil 
members  were  collected  from  variooA 
parts  of  the  Transvaal.     They  were 
representative  men.     Of  the  majoritr 
there  were  four  Boers,  two  were  mining 
men,  two  were  leading  men  in  bunneti 
One  was  a  British  farmer  who  had  been 
living  there  for  many  years.    That  was 
Uie  ocHnpoaition  of  the  majority  oi  die 
onofficial  members.    The  thirteen  offiaal 
members  of  the  AascmUy  all  voted  in 
favour  of  the  reBolutum.    [Ghetto.]  [ 
suj^Kwe  by  that  dieer  it  is  meant  to  insfij 
that  they  did  not  act  honestly  or  aceocd- 
ing  to  their  convictions.     I  absoJutely 
repudiate  that.    Yes,  Sir,  and   I  have 
some  right  to  repudiate  it,   becaoae  I 
have  seen  many   of  these  gentlemen. 
Some  of  them  belong  to  the  party  which  I 
now  confront.  They  belong  many  of  them 
to  a  party  which  has  opposed  what  are 
called  "capitalists,"  and  t  shoald  like  anr 
one  here  who  has  ventured  to  indulge  in 
that  sneer  at  the  expense  of  absent  nkco 
CO  get  up  in  his  place  and  say  one  single 
word  in  the  face  of  South  Africa  and  hia 
own  friends  there,  derogatory    to  Sir 
Richard  Solomon,  to  Sir  Gfodf  rey  Lagden, 
to  Mr.  Dtincan,  aJtd  to  many  others  who 
have  worked  themselves  to  the  bone  on 
i  behalf  of  the  State.    Is  this  a  new  opinna 
'  in  South  Africa  1 
i 

{    SiB     JOHN     OORST  <C!ambrid«e 

I  Univerisity) :  Yes. 

•Mk.  LYTTELTON  :  Yea,  the  Mem- 
ber  for  Cambridge  University  aajra.  He 
is  generally  too  well  inifonned.  At 
the  beginning  of  190S,  only  a  year 
ago,  ^e  inteiOQlonial  oonferemce, 
CMfed  the  Bloemlontein  Otmfanaea, 
assembled,  containing  representatiwee  <^ 
every  State  in  South  Africa.  So  £ar  a» 
Oape  Colony  was  oonoemed— the  imly 
State  of  South  Africa  which  has  sinoe 
dechued  itself  hostile  to  the  principle — 
Sir  Qoidoa  3pii|^y9&U«lf^^l«tio,  moA. 
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another  member  of  the  Bond  whou  name 
lor  tJie  moment  I  forget,  were  ohoeen  b7 
their  Partiament  as  repreaentatives  of  the 
State  on  whose  behalf  they  appeared. 
BToysin^  State,  inohidiag  Cape  Cokny, 
passed  a  resiristion  witii  a  unanimous 
Toioe.  That  resohition  was  that  native 
labour  was  insufficient  south  of  the 
Zambesi  to  carry  out  the  labour  reqnir- 
menta  of  South  Africa*  and  recommended 
that,  subject  to  proper  restrictions,  Asiatic 
laboor  should  be  introdnoed,  pronouncing 
at  the  same  time  that  Asiatic  labour 
should  be  of  a  temporary  and  not  of  a 
permanent  character.  That  is  the  sitna- 
tirai  affirmed  again  in  1903,  as  my  hon, 
and  gallant  fdend  said,  affirmed  bo  far  as 
Cape  Colony  ia  concerned  as  far  back  as 
1876,  showing  it  was  no  new  thing. 
It  was  no  paradox,  so  far  as  the  Cape  was 
coneemed,  that  tiiia  Commission  was  go- 
ing to  prove .  In  the  opinion  tA  Bhode^, 
Natal,the  Transvaal,Orange  BlverOohmy, 
and  Cape  Colony;  all  tliose  five  States, 
represented  by  five  or  six  members  for 
each,  voted  nnanimonsly  affirming  ^e  pro- 
position. It  seems  ingenuous  on  the 
part  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend, 
but  one  expects  ingenuousness  from 
him,  to  mppoae  that  tiie  judgment  of 
<!ape  Colony  whiob  affirmed  tiie  lesolu* 
ti<Hi  has  bemi  wholly  unaffected  by  ^e 
circumstances  of  the  general  election,  which 
was  proceeding,  when  it  next  came  to  de- 
clare itself.  To  those  who  are  experienced 
in  this  House  I  will  not  labour  thiit  matter. 
The  inference  is  obvious. 

I  pass  from  tliat  to  tiie  Boar  letter 
of  three  or  four  days  ago  on  which  my 
faon.  friend  seems  to  pkce  so  much  re- 
liance. I  ask  the  House  for  a  moment 
to  follow  the  circumstances  under  which 
that  letter  was  written.  On38tik  Deoem- 
bw,  this  debate  on  the  resolution,  aye 
or  no,  should  Chinese  labour  be  in- 
troduced, was  before  the  Legislative 
('OOncil.  After  the  passage  of  tiie 
resolution  by  a  majority  of  twenty-two 
to  four,  six  weeks,  or  nearly  six 
-weeks,  elapsed  before  the  publication  of 
the  Boer  letter.  During  that  time  and 
.during  the  occurrence  of  the  debate  in  the 
Transvaal  Assembly  every  possible  op- 
portunity.  woe  given  for  tlw  collection 
of  Boer  opinion  in  the  matter,  and  Bfr. 
HuD,  who  was  one  of  the  four  who 
opposed  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
Jabonr,  ventuied  to  quote  in  that  Assonbly 


that  Qeneral  Botha  was  agaiivt  the 
introduction  of  Chinese  labour,  and  t^at 
he  ^oke  representatively  en  behalf  of 
the  Boers.  That  was  what  Mr.-  Hull 
said  at  that  very  debate.  How  did 
General  Botha  reoaive it f  Herepndiated 
Hr.  Hull's  authority  to  miJn  any  such 
statement. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (GamberweU,  N.) : 
Or  any  statement  at  all. 

•Mb.LTTTBLTON:  My  hon.  friend  is 
quite  right.  I  will  not  push,  this  too  far. 
He  repudiated  Mr.  Hall*s  antiiority  to 
make  any  statement  on  his  behalf.  The 
point  is  not  that  which  tlie  hon.  Member 
for  Camberwell  thought  I  had  in  my 
mind.  All  I  seek  to  establish  by  that  fact 
j»  that  Ht  that  time  Genwal  Botha  knew 
perfectly  well  that  tbere  were  people 
debating  this  question ;  are  the  Boers  or 
not  in  favour  of  this  Chinese  labour  ? 
He  would  not  allow  anybody  to  pledge 
their  word  on  his  behalf, 

*Majo&  SBELY:  Let  him  speik  for 
himself. 

•Mb.  LYTTBLTON:  My  hon.  and 
gallant  firiend  says  '*  Let  him  speak 
Fot  himself."  Yes,  but  when  would 
have  been  the  proper  time  to 
have  spoken  ?  Why,  then.  Sir. 
And  is  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  so 
innocent  as  to  suppose  that  if  it  had  been 
true  that  Qeneral  Botha  had  the  right  to 
speak  for  the  Boer  population,  and  if  he 
wonld  not  have  been  repudiated  had  he 
done  so  then,  that  he  would  not  then 
and  there  have  contradicted  him. 
General  Botha,  knowing  that  statements 
were  being  made  on  28th  December  or 
thereabouts  that  the  Boers  were  against 
this  measure,  would  not  allow  any  state- 
ment to  be  made  on  his  or  their  behalf  at 
all.  He  lies  by  for  six  weeks,  and  then, 
when  the  whole  thing  Is  settled ;  when 
the  resolution  has  been  passed,  the  first 
reading,  ^e  second  reading,  and  then 
the  tlurd  reading;  when  no  less  than 
six  weeks  had  pawed,  in  which  if  it  had 
been  the  fact  that  he  represented  the 
Boers  in  this  matter,  and  that  they  were 
opposed  to  it,  he  would  have  had  abimdant 
opportunity  of  making  statements  to 
that  effect;  then  he  makes  .thu protest. 
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Having  had  manyopiKntamties  of  study 
in^  a  good  many  of  the  Boers*  character- 
istics at  first  hand,  I  say  that  they  would 
bethe  firsttodespiseyoaif youweretaken 
in  by  a  device  bo  palpable.  The  mover  of 
this  Amendment  would  not  find  me  amen- 
able to  ^t  kind  of  manoBUTie.  I  mean 
the  manoeuvre  of  suppressing  your 
opinions  and  those  whom  you  say  you 
represent  when  the  matter  is  bebne  the 
proper  and  constitutional  authority  and 
then,  when  the  final  stage  of  the  Ordinance 
has  been  passed,  writing  a  letter  contrary 
to  all  the  facts  which  had  reached  me. 


Mp.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  On  fith 
January  in  a  Dutch  paper  is  an  interview 
with  General  Botha,  in  which  he  expressed 
his  opinionasbMng  strongly  anti-Chinese. 
That  is  in  your  own  Papers  presented 
to-day. 


♦Me.  LTTTELTON  :  At  an  interview. 
That  interview  was  not  made  public  for 
some  time  afterwards,  and  no  oommuni- 
oation  was  made  of  tdbis  view  to  the 
Goremment,  so  far  as  I  am  aware.  What 
is  the  situation  then  t  We  are  asked  by 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  who  under- 
stands these  matters  so  well,  t^at  when 
full  opportunity  has  been  given  to  the 
Boer  leaders  to  express  themselves  in  a 
constitutional  way,  and  when  that  oppor- 
tunity has  long  gone  past,  and  the  Legis- 
lative Council  have  passed  the  Ordinance, 
to  yield  to  a  belated  and  unconvincing 
demand  made  at  the  last  moment,  when 
everything  else  had  failed.   But  who  are 
the  Boer  leaders,  and  what  title  have 
their  views  upon  this  question  to  prevail 
upon  the  views  of  hon.  Memberp  opposite  ? 
Do  they  think  that  anybody  speaks  from 
an  eminence  on  this  subject  when  he  is  in 
favour  of  dealing  with  the  shortage  of 
labour  in  the  Transvaal  by  the  expedient 
of  forced  labour^  Do  they  think  that 
anybody  whose  opinion  is  of  much  weight 
in  this  matter  wishes  to  deal  with  this 
difficulty  by  the  expedient  of  breaking 
up  the  native  locations,  and  forcing  the 
natives  of  Africa  into  the  mines,  or  on  to 
the  farms  by  such  methods !   Now  let 
us  investigate  for  a  moment  the  preten- 
sions of  these  gentlemen  on  this  point.  I 
am  not  blaming  them  for  having  their 
views,  but  I  do  blame  hon.  Gentlemen 

Mr.  LtftteUon. 


opposite  for  legaidii^  thttn  as  gmk 
authorities  wpoa  this  topic  to  whom  m 
ought  to  d^er.  General  Botha  is  of 
opinion  that  there  is  a  great  shortage  of 
labour  on  the  farms,  and  the  mMkod 
whidi  he  suggests  in  his  evidenoe  b^on 
the  Commission  is  that  yon  should  bmk 
up  the  native  locatitms  and  enftme 
squatters  law.  General  Delaiey  do* 
not  go  80  far,  but  General  Cronje  uA 
several  others  whom  I  can  quote  if  neon- 
Mr7>  evidenoe  before  the  Lafaov 

Commission  complainingof  the  shortage o{ 
labour  on  their  own  farms,  and  snggestinf 
the  expedient  of  enforcing  squatteo 
law  (which  prevents  any  natiw 
beyond  five  iamiliee  ever  aettfiBf 
on  a  farm),  of  breaking  up  tbe 
native  Icoatinu  or  native  nserrea,  lib 
Basutoland,  and  of  driving  them  out  d 
the  land  which  belongs  to  them — in  oidtr 
to  do  what!  To  serve  them  on  their 
farms.  This  is  a  matter  whit^  I  en 
assure  the  House  is  very  relevant  at  tUs 
time.  If  instead  of  bringing  CSunamen, 
who  come  voluntarily,  who  earn  fsr 
better  wages  than  they  would  in  thsir 
own  country,  under  cirenmstauoea  whickl 
shall  detail  to  the  House  in  a  moment, 
if  instead  of  bringing  these  tough  mem- 
bers of  an  old  and  tou^  civilisataon  to 
do  this  work,  which  we  believe  they  arp 
anxious  and  willing  to  do,  yon  are  to 
take— and  I  know  nobody  who  would  be 
more  averse  to  Has  than  hon.  Membos 
opposite— if  you  are  to  take  the  Boer 
population  by  their  leaders  as  desirous  d 
breaking  up  the  native  locations,  of 
forcing  the  natives  into  the  mines, 
driving  them  ofi  the  land  that  was  theirs, 
then  I  say  that  you  have  the  Boer  leaden 
in  a  position  which  is  intolerable  to 
Members  o^  tJiis  House  and,  I  believe,  to 
anybod;^  who  rightly  regards  the  native 
popuUtifms  of  Africa. 

It  is  said  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  been  satisfied  wiUi  Has  Umg  and 
deliberate  ascertainment  through  a  otm- 
stitntional  method  of  the  opuucniB  of 
the  Transvaal  people.  It  is  said  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  referendum.  I  cannot 
a^e  everything  twice  over,  so  I  most 
ask  Hbe  House  to  assume  in  myfawonr 
that  it  was  established  upon  nndoabted 
authority  that  thia  problem  was  a  "very 
urgent  problMn— that^-the  iieuMsitji  of 
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going  forward  was  an  urgent  and  vital 
neeeaBi^  in  the  ecumomio  condition  of 
f3ie  oonntry'.  I  will  tell  l^e  House  why 
in  a  smtcmce.  The  mines  are  80,000 
natives  short  of  the  number  employed  in 
the  pre-war  period.  We  are  told  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  referendum  on  this 
matter.  Such  an  expedient  is  absolutely 
unknown  in  any  portion  of  the  British 
Empire.  It  is  absolutely  without 
precedent,  and  it  would  laise  in  all  the 
Crown  Golonies  questions  of  the  most 
difficult  nature.  But  there  is  a  more 
serious  objection  than  any  of  these.  At 
a  moment  when  we  are  more  than  ever 
anxious  to  do  everything  we  can  to  bind 
together  the  two  peoples  —  Boer  and 
Britidi — it  would  raise  questions  about 

the  franchise  which  I  think  anybody 

who  wished  these  two  peoples  to  live  to- 
gether in  peace  and   harmony  would 

r^ard  as  most  undesirable  at  the  present 

moment.  Of  course,  although  this  does 

not  seem  to  be  the  opinion  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  it  would  take  a  long  time 

to  settle  these  questions  in  the  first 

instance.    Say  it  took  two  or  three 

mondis  to  settle  and  adjust  the  various 

claims  which  the  Boers  would  desire  to 

have  represented.   How  long  would  it 

take  to  form  a  register  when  you  had 

settled  these  questions?    I  am  advised 

by  Lord  Milner  tlkat  it  would  take  at 

least  six  months  to  form  that  register. 

Lord  Milner  is  an  auHiority  on  Uiese 

things,  and  I  assure  hon.  Members 

opposite  that  be  is  probably  wilJun  the 
-  mark,  because  it  took  six  months  to 

form  the  regioter  of  the  Johannesburg 

municipality,  which  is  a  much  more 

limited  area,  and  the  population  of  which 

gave  every  assistance .   Therefore  we  have 

at  least  nine  months,  and  probably  twelve 

months,  befwe  this  refertndum  could  be 

tatran.   Then  what  is^  question  to  be  t 

That  is  not  a  very  easy  thing  to  settle, 

moreover,  as  I  can  assure  the  House  after 

the  experience  we  have  had  of  the  Boers 

tiieceis  not  mochencooragement  to  think 

that  we  should  get  their  real  opinion  even 

if  we  had  a  referendum.    I  therefore  pass 

that  by  as  really  out  of  the  question. 


Now,  Sir,  I  tiiink  it  was  admitted  by 
the  mover  of  this  Amendment  that  blades 
cannot  do  the  work.  We  have  heard  al- 
most ad  lumseam  of  ih»  bndeavouis  which 


have  been  made  to  proooie  their  assist- 
ance. 

*Mk.  HSRBBBT  SAMUBL:  I  said 
that  I  would  not  okter  into  l^atquestitm. 

•Mr.  LYTTBLTON  :    I  will  not  com- 
mit the  hon.  Member  to  that  opinion,, 
but  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  dispute 
about  it  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
studied  the  questicm.   I  do  not  found  my- 
self entirely  upon  the  Bloemfmtein  Oonfet- 
enoe,  or  upon  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sion which  followed,  or  upon  the  votes  of 
the  Ijegislative  Council,  but  what  I  do  ask 
the  House  to  consider  is  this.   Does  not 
the  thing  speak  for  itself  ?    If  you  had  no- 
evidence  by  the  Commission,  no  evidence 
by  the  Legislative  Council,  no  evidence- 
by  tlie  Bloemfontein  Conference — even 
then  does  not  the  thing  speak  for  itself  ?' 
The  mine-owners  have  been  all  over  Africa 
endeavouring  to  secure  African  labour. 
They  have  been,  through  the  Colonial 
Office   to  West   Africa,  through  the 
Foreign  Office  to  Central  Africa  and 
Uganda,  through  the  Qerman  Foreign 
Office  to  East  Africa,  and  the^  havo 
been  as  far  as  Morocco  and  Liberia,  but, 
chiefly  through  the  opposition  of  the- 
variouB  Governments   concerned,  they 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  labour 
they  require.    I  do   not   blame  the 
Governments;  tiiey  do  not  think  they 
have  sufficient  popnlati<m  to  spare  for 
this  work.   But  what  I  do  ask  the  House 
to  believe  is  that  an   honest  and 
strenuous  endeavour  has  been  made  to- 
get   labour   from   Africa   itself.  The- 
correspondence  in  the  Blue-book  will 
show  that  in  a  moment.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  strenuous  and  persistent  efforts, 
^ou  have  l^e  fact  that,  although  there- 
is  an  equipment  of  maclunery  adequate- 
to  produce  60  per  cent,  more  than  in- 
the  pre-war  period,  you  are  actually 
30,0(K)  natives  short  in  the  mines  com- 
pared   with   the   number  previously 
employed.   More  than  that,  you  have 
also  the  circumstance  that  in  Johannes- 
burg itself  the  municipality  were  un- 
able to  obtain  1,000  natives  to  do  the 
necessary  municipal  wwk.   There  are 
the  facts;  they  speak  for  themselves; 
they   cannot    be    contradicted.  The 
reasons  for  these  facte  are  priucipallj- 
that  the  war  itself  made  a  great  dis- 
turbance; 
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<rf  reconstruction  m  the  Transvaal,  yon 
have  had  the  nuking  of  railways,  the 
oonstraction  ot  docks,  Cape  Colony,  irri- 
gation works,  the  work  of  rebnilduig  the 
farms  and  the  neoessary  oonstractaim  of 
worktomalngoodthe  waste  of  the  war.  If 
that  be  the  caBe,  and  nobody  can  deny  that 
it  is,  yoalwve  an  absolutely  certain  cause 
of  the  shortage  in  African  labour,  and  an 
absolutely  certaiu  and  recognised  effect  in 
the  shortage  in  the  mines,  and  even  in 
the  Johannesburg  municipality. 

I  am  afraid  I  have  detained  the  House 
«t  considerable  length,  but  this  is  a  very 
serious  matter,  ana  I  wish  to  give  hou. 
Members  aXl  the  inftnmation  I  can.  The 
blacks  cannot  be  found  to  do  this  work. 
I  affirm  most  strongly  that  the  whites 
will  not  do  it.  X^t  me  say,  in  connection 
with  what  has  been  stated  %y  the  seconder 
of  the  Amendment,  that  New  Zealand  and 
Australia  are  the  only  self-governing 
C<Joni68  which  have  protested  against 
the  iiitrod  action  of  Chinese  labour. 
[Skvb»al  HON.  MEMBERS :  The  Cape.] 

*>IR.  LYTTELTON  :  Yes,  1  was  wrong 
there  is  the  Cape,  that  is  a  self-governing 
colony.  I  entirely  agree  that  their 
opinions  ought  to  be,  and  they  have  been, 
respectfully  weighed  by  me ;  but  they 
are  not  conclusive  upon  this  matter, 
though  they  are  entitled  to  every  con- 
sideration. What  is  the  opinion  of 
Canada  on  this  subject  9  Have  all 
the  dreadful  consequences  which  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  portrayed  ex- 
hibited themselves  in  British  Columbia  t 
Why,  the  Chinese  were  an  absolute 
necessity.  As  in  this  case,  I  believe  the 
necessity  was  temporary,  and  needed  to 
give  a  basis  to  an  industry  which  when 
formed  the  outside  labour  could  be  dis- 
pensed with.  In  Africa  you  want  to 
underpin  a  temporary  structure,  and  after- 
wards to  fill  in  the  foundations  from  the 
ordinary  source  of  supply.  Though  the 
■opinion  of  Australia  ought  to  be  respected, 
I  think  it  was  under  some  delusion  as  to 
the  problem  presented  that  the  opinion 
was  arrived  at.  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  are  white  communities,  and  I 
have  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  with  the 
desire  to  keep  them  pure  white  men's 
countries,  but  the  problem  is  entirely 
different  in  South  Africa.  In  Australia 
you  have  a  standard  of  labour  and  the 
level  is  set  by  white  men,  but  in  Airica, 
where  you  have  blacks  in  the  majority  of 

Mr.  Lyman, 


the  pf^HiIation,  it  is  inevitaUe  that  Ikt 
stanctard  is  set  by  black  labour ;  and  tbe 
opinion  I  have  formed  from  the  facts  ii 
that  where  you  have  KafBrs  dieang  practi 
cally  all  Uie  unskilled  work  of  tiie  «o1o>it, 
you  may  deq»ir  of  ever  gettn^  whit 
men  from  this  country  to  otnnpMe  wiUi 
the  unskilled  lab«»ir  of  the  KaSs 
in  his  own  oounby.  I  may  chal- 
lenge anv  Member  who  may  foSkm 
me  in  this  debate  to  give  a  sin^ 
instance,  except  where  it  has  been  tried 
experimentally,  of  black  and  white  men 
working  side  by  side  in  Booth.  Africs. 
As  Sir  Charles  Peaiaon  wrote  in  1895— 

"Whaa  the  Kaffir  doM  tiw  nnakfllMl  labov. 
theNtishraoebsgwi  toeonador  all  taboor  bat 

that  of  the  bighest  kind  dishoooarable.** 

We 'may  consider  this  an  onfortonat^ 
fact,  but  I  would  ask  the  hao. 
Member  for  Battersea,  who  can  spetk 
from  experience  in  Africa  and  knowledge 
of  the  working  classes,  does  he  beltevr 
that  a  decent  working  man  would  emi 
grate  from  this  country,  not  to  better 
himself,  not  to  place  biinself  in  a  difieient 
class  to  that  in  which  he  is  in  this  conn- 
try,  but  to  do  unskiUed  work  in  oompeti- 
ticm  with  Kaffirs?  I  say  the  feelm; 
against  it  is  universal,  and  I  oan  say  m 
from  knowledge  derived  not  only  from 
people  connected  with  the  mines,  but 
from  our  own  soldiers  and  others.  Not 
even  the  poorer  Dutch  will  do  Kaffir 
work  for  any  time,  though  they  mi^t 
for  a  little  while  at  three  times  the  pay  a 
Kaffir  would  receive.  Even  then,  they 
would  oome  to  their  employer  and  a&j— 
"  Our  self-respect  has  been  d^Eraded  by 
doing  this  work  which  it  ia  costomaiy  to 
leave  to  black  men."  It  was  the  same 
thing  with  disbanded  tzoopezB  in  distiw, 
and  even  with  navvies.  A  tiioiuand 
nawiee  were  sent  out  for  zaQway 
work;  men  who  had  been  em- 
ployed before  on  Government  construc- 
tion work,  and  they  were  obviously  skilled 
workmen,  for  when  they  were  put  on 
piecework  they  multiplied  their  cubic 
feet  of  production  from  two  to  eight,  [f 
they  had  worked  at  that  preesure  all 
the  ttm^  though  it  would  have  been  far 
from  being  economical,  the  result  wouM 
have  been  less  deplorable  than  it  was. 
The  men  became  di^^ted  at  doing  work 
to  which  the  feeling  of  the  white  inhabi- 
tants was  opposed ;  they  were  influenoe<l 
by  thrir  »rn,»n*nj^^^w 
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and  discontented,  and  were  brought  home 
after  being  there  seren  months,  because 
to  have  kept  them  there  for  five  months 
nune  would  have  cost  the  Government 
an  extra  J&iO,000.  I  ask  any  Member 
interested  in  emu^ration — Would  any 
working  man  ever  leave  this  country  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  unskilled  work  ) 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  Of 
course  he  would. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON:   I  ask  aa  a 
matter  of  fact — Is  there  any  considerable 
stream  of  emigration  from  this  country  ' 
except  with  the   hope  of  rising  in  the  I 
world  1  Look  at  the  nature  of  the  case. 
Men  leave  their  homes,  their  kith  and  kin, 
and  the  enjoyments  to  which  they  have  < 
been  accustomed.    I  venture  to  say  that ' 
the  onl^  chance  of  ever  ^tting  white 
labour  into  the  South  Afnoan  mines  is , 
tirst   to    fill    up)  if   yon  can,   your  ^ 
fanning   population  and  year  slulled ; 
labour    at   the  mines,    and    then  in 
ihe    future,    as    they     prosper     and  i 
multiply,   possibly  then,  in  time,  you  j 
may  overcome  the  deep-seated  repugnance  ■■ 
of  white  men  to  compete  witn  black. 
The  only  experiment  tlure  has  been  was 
made  by  Mr.  Creswell,  of  whom  I  wish 
to  speak  with  the  greatest  respect  He 
is  entitled  to  full  measure  of  praise  for 
his  esqwriment    He  made  it  in  opposition 
to  the  whole  experience  oi  mining  experts, 
-who,  I  admit,  may  have  been  biassed,  ae 
men  are  biassed  in  matters  affecting  their 
own  interests.    But  I  think  it  is  a  very 
atrange  case  when  every  engineer  of  the 
Rand  is  of  an  opinion  contrary  to  that 
of  the  gentleman  who  made  the  experi- 
ment, and  we  have  the  knovn  facts  with 
which  I  have  troubled  the  House.  But 
I  have  here  a  letter,  an  extract  from 
which  I  will  read,  and  it  throws  consider- 
able Ught  on  the  white  labour  experiment. 
Mr.  William  Mather,  late  ^neral  secretary 
to  the  Transvaal  Mimng  Association, 
repl3nng  to  Mr.  Creswell's  statement  on 
the  subject,  says  — 

*'  After  the  cIo«e  of  the  war  Lord  Kitchener 

gave  his  consent  to  the  employment  of  ex- 
^egulars  And  Irragnlars  in  the  mines,  uid  an 
arraogemeot  was  come  to  with  the  Chamber 
of  Mines  that  (hey  should  be  paid  at  the  rate 
of  ffa.  a  day  all  found,  that  bemg  the  standard 
rate  of  pay  of  Irresnlara  in  the  6eld.  On  all 
the  rnvnes  except  tne  Village  Main  Reef  this 
ariBJiKement  was  (uihered  to.  Mr.  Craiwell 
did  not  observe  the  conditions  ;  he  only  paid 
the  men  5s.  a  day,  refusing  to  pay  £6  6e.  per 

VOL.  CXXIX.   [FovBTH  Sebibs.] 


month  for  board  and  lodging,  and  also  an 
additional  22b.  for  bedding." 

the  letter  goes  on  to  say — 

"  The  matter  was  taken  up  by  the  Transvaal 
Mining  Association,  and  a  number  of  sammonsea 
were  issued  against  Mr.  Creswell  and  orders 
obtained  for  the  payment  for  board  and  lodging, 
so  that,  instead  of  the  cost  of  the  unskilled 
white  man  being  Se.  a  day  it  was  actually  lOs., 
as  aguoBt  54a.  a  month  and  board  and  lodging 
omoontiiig  to  25b.  paid  to  the  native,  giving  the 
native  £3  19s.  a  month,  as  ofninst  £12  16s.  a 
month  paid  to  the  unskilled  loboor." 

This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  interest 
in  relation  to  this  experiment,  which,  after 
all,  was  carried  out  on  a  email  scale  and 
under  peculiar  conditions  on  the  Rand. 
Now  if  we  ask  for  white  men  to  come  in 
— and  I  invite  the  attention  of  Labour 
Members  to  this — the  result  of  bringing 
in  unskilled  white  labour  is  not  neces- 
sarily the  employment  of  more  British 
labour ;  there  may  be  labourers  of  other 
nationalities,  and  the  effect  would  be,  not 
to  increase  ^tish  employment  on  the 
Rand,  but  to  diminish  it  and  to  reduce 
the  wages  paid  for  it.    Of  course,  it  ia 
perfectly  clear  that,  if  you  introduce  these 
I  foreigners  in  competition  with  British 
labour,  inasmuch  as  their  standard  is 
,  much  lower  than  the  British  one,  the  effect 
I  would  be  to  lower  the  standard  of  wage. 
I  I  was  interested  to  see  a  statement  madti 
'  by  the  Rand  correspondent  of  the  official 
I  organ  of  the  Labour  Party  of  which,  I 
I  think,  we  shall  hear  a  gwxl  deal,  or  at 
1  any  rate,  of  the  body  miich  the  paper 
'  represents.   I  find  in  the  Labour  Leader 
i  of   16th  January  a  letter  from  its 
I  Rand  correspondent  containing  a  criticism 
'  of  this  proposal  to  introduce  whites  to 
j  do    unskilled    work.      1    am  aware 
that    view    has    not   prevailed  with 
;  the  Labour  representation  itself,  and  I  am 
I  aware  that  a  resolution  has  been  passed 

r'nst  it.  I  have  mentioned  it  us 
ring  that  the  Rand  correspondent  of 
I  the  Latwur  ParW  gives  that  view.  I 
I  find  also  it  is  echoed  by  another  paper 
I  which  has  some  considerable  weight  and 
'  knowledge. 

There  are  only  two  more  topics  with 
which  I  shall  trouble  the  House,  but  I 
think  they  are   important  topics.  I 
i  have  endeavoiured  to  show  that  the 
I  economical  neceaaity  is  vitally  urgent,  and 
,  the   political   necessity  auo.   I  have 
i  endeavoured  to  show  that  theopportunity 
j  of  getting  further  natives  is  for  the  pre- 
I  sent  impossible ;  though  I  hope  it  will 
soon  increase.    I  have  endeavov 
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show  also  that  the  idea  of  getting  Britons 
to  go  out  from  this  country  to  compete 
with  the  blacks  in  the  mines  is  a  hopeless 
dream.  I  hope  that  I  have  established  these 

Eropositions,  but  I  quite  reco^ise  that 
on.  Members  have  a  right  to  say  that 
the  burden  rests  on  us  «  showing  that 
the  remedy  proposed  to  meet  a  great 
economic    difficulty  —  the  introduction 
of  Chinese  labour — can  be  introduced 
into  that  country  without  moral  taint  and 
without  presenting  the  aspect  or  the 
reality  of  slavery.    It  is  a  perfectly 
legitimate  demand,  and  I  trust  that  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  meet  it  shortly, 
and  I  hope  conclusively.    I  entirely  agree 
that  the  provisions  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  the  wives  and  families 
of  these  people  should  be  clearly  inade. 
I  undertake  Miat  they  shall  be  made.  We 
were  advised  in  this  matter  by  men  the 
most  experienced  in  the  whole  Empire  on 
the  subject  of  Chinese  labour.    We  were 
advised  that  the  coolies  would  not  go 
without  their  womenfolk.    Manifestly  it 
would  be  most  wrong  that  they  should  go 
without  their  womenfolk.    I  undertake 
that  if  they  wish  to  bring  their  wives 
and  funilies  they  shall  be  allowed  to  do 
so.  [Hon.  Mshbbbs  :   All  oi  them  1] 
All  of  them.    I  did  not  give  a  specific 
answer  to  a  Question  on  this  point  the 
other  day  because  the  form  of  the  question 
was — Would  they  all  be  accompanied  by 
their  wives  and  families  if  they  wished  it  1 
Obviously  it  might  be  desirable  for  the 
labourers  to  go  out  in  one  ship  and  their 
wives  and  families  in  another.    I  under- 
take, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  that 
all  the  coolies  who  desire  to  bring  their 
wives  and  families  shall  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so.   If  more  is  desired,  then 
I  undertake  to  fully  consider  and  give 
effect  to  any  reasonable  demuid  made  in 
connection  with  the  matter,    Hon.  Mem- 
bers must  remember  that  at  present  this 
matter  is  being  considered  by  Mr.  Evans, 
who  is  the  representative  of  the  Transvaal 
Government,  and  who  has  a  life-long  ex- 
perience of  Chinese  coolies.    Lord  Alilner 
had  the  advantage  of  the  advice,  when  on 
the  spot  here,  of  Sir  F.  Swettenham, 
who   has  had  thirty-throe  years  ex- 
perience of  Chinese  coolies  in  the  Malay 
States.   He   has  thoronghly  discussed 
the  matter  with  Lord  Milner  face  to 
face.    We    have  this  advantage  also, 
that  we  have  the  Chinese  Government 
negotiating  for  and  seeing  to  the  rights 
of  their  labourers,  so  that  in  the  first 
J/r.  LytUUon. 


place  you  have  a  distinct  undMlaking 
that  this  provision  shall  be  made  for  the 
acoommocbtion  of  the  familiea,  and  in  the 
next  place  yon  have  the  best  advice  on  the 
subject  which  can  possiUy  be  obtained, 
and,  finallT,  you  have  the  Obineee  Goren- 
ment  watdiing  over  the  interests  ct  their 
subjects. 

Let  it  not  Be  forgotten  that  this  a 
no  new  thing  which  hon.  G«Dtlemen 
seem  to  have  opened  up.  I  do  not 
blame  them  for  catling  attention  toit.  It  is 
quite  right  that  they  shmild  do  so.  CooHea 
have  been  introduced  under  indentorai 
into  Katal,  Trinidad,  Fiji,  Borneo,  and 
British  Guiana.  The  mover  and  seouidar 
of  the  Amendment  drew  a  lurid  pictaTe  of 
the  lot  of  these  people ;  but.  fortunately, 
their  accounts  do  not  conform  to  ex- 
perience. They  are  drawn  out  of  their  own 
heads.  I  will  make  good  that  statement 
in  a  moment.  At  any  rate  1  do  not  blame 
them  for  the  vividness  of  their  imagination. 
I  do  not  intend  to  say  more  on  the 
moral  questiui  than  that.  I  hononr 
the  source  from  which  this  questioD 
was  introduced.  The  Archbishop  of 
Cuiterbary  and  the  Bishops  of  Bochestar 
and  Worcester  are  men  whom  all  who  know 
them  honour  and  revere,  and  I  understand 
that  in  another  ^ace  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  was  fully  satisfied  with  the 
assurances  which  he  received  frcMn  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Onslow. 

There  is  one  more  point,  and  it  affects 
not  only  the  Chinese  but  also  the  com- 
munity into  which  they  are  going.  I  think 
hon.  Gentlemen  were  perfectly  entitled 
to  ask  that  safeguards  should  be  given  by 
His  Majesty's  Government.  I  trust  that 
we  have  done  so.  The  next  and  last  ques- 
tion is  the  alleged  slavery  or  condition  ci 
slavery  into  which  the  Chinese  are  sup- 
posed to  be  projected.  Let  me  de- 
scribe briefly  the  precautions.  An  official, 
appointed  by  the  Transvaal  Government, 
and  wholly  independent  of  the  minqp  and 
responsible  to  the  Government  here,  is  to 
go  to  China,  and  on  that  side,  in  China, 
he  is  to  secure  and  warrant  by  his  certificate 
that  every  Chinaman  who  embarks  upon 
this  undertaiking  shall  fully  understand  ita 
nature  and  its  terms ;  and,  further,  security 
is  to  be  made  for  his  comfort  and  sanitation 
during  transit.  He  is  then  to  be  received 
at  the  port  of  entry  to  the  Transvaal — 
which  is  at  present  intended  to  be  Durban 
— by  someone  who  is  again  to  explain  to 
him  fully  and  g^y^v^li^gipeditiona 
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of  service.  When  he  arrivoe  at  the  mines 
he  is  so  doabtto  live  in  what  is  a  Chinese 
villsge  or  locatioa.    It  is  ocnsiderably 
'  different    from    a    native  oomponnd, 
because,  it  is  a  place   fitted  for  the 
reception  of  Asiatics,  and   is   to  be 
canfally  prepared  by  those  who  know 
Asiatic   customs   and   habits.     It  is 
to  be  prepared  for  him  by  t^ose  on  the 
spot.   We  have  heard  some  ridiculous 
exaltations  of  the  compound  system 
which  obtains  tiieze  already,  and  vhi<dk, 
it  is  said,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  Chinese 
also.   I  do  not  know  whether  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  has  seen  a  compound. 
He  said  that  this  was  a  cruel  system.  It 
is  not  so.    Let  me  compare  the  language 
of  exaggeration  used  by  hon.  Ifem- 
ben  who  have  not  seen  these  compounds 
with  the  language  of  truth  and  sincerity 
used  1^  one  who  has  seen  them,  and  -who 
is  one  of  the  most  zealous  workers  in  the 
humanitarian  movement  of  this  country. 
Canon  Scott  Holland,  the  editor  of  the 
CommonvJoiUh,  a  Christian  social  magazine, 
writes  that  the  visitor  to  the  mines  is 
first  distressed  to  think  that  the  native 
should  have  been  plunged  strai^t  from 
his  kraal  into  the  midst  of  a  roaring 
maanfactoring  indust^.  But  the  visitor 
80<m  observes  how  shrewd  the  native  is  in 
avoiding  bad  and  unfair  conditions,  and 
how  much  profit  he  manages  to  secure 
from  his  employment — 

"  He  walks  off  with  his  gcAd  ond  gets  him 
wives,  and  returns  iriken  he  wants  mere  to  • 
place  where  he  finds  himself  oared  for.  He  is 
having  no  nnhftppy  time,  and  his  genial  gaie^ 
of  heart  carries  him  well  tfarongh  it." 

I  venture  to  think  that  that  paragraph* 
writtm  by  a  man'  who  does  more  in  a 
year  for  humuuty  in  Ihis  conntry  than 
many  of  ub  do  in  a  lifetime,  and  one  who 
has  visited  the  native  compounds,  blows 
into  a  thousand  fragmeute  the  absurd 
pictures  of  life  in  the  compounds  which 
have  been  presented  to  us  this  evening. 
The  attacks  which  have  been  made  on 
the  Transvaal  f^overnment  have  been 
unworthy  and  unjust.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  mine-owners  had  got  rid  of 
every  official  of  the  Grovemment  who 
objected  to  the  importation  of  the  Chinese. 
Mr.  Wybergh,  who  was  referred  to  as 
having  been  got  rid  of  because  he  opposed 
this  project,  was  found  by  a  Commission, 
long  before  the  question  of  Chinese 
labour  was  raised,  to  have  been  incom- 
petent for  his  office.    By  the  kindness 


and  forbearance  of  Sir  Arthur  Lawley  he 
was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  employment 
of  the  Government  for  several  months 
and  then  to  resign  on  the  pretext  that  he 
difiered  from  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  after  having  been  treated  with 
such  exceptional  generosity,  he  thought 
it  right  to  say  that  he  had  retired  because 
of  the  capitalist  leanings  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  sure  Mr.  Wybergh  regrets 
that  action  now ;  yet  his  case  is  referred 
to  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  as  an 
instance  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Transvaal  Government  swept  from  their 
path  every  official  who  wished  honestly 
to  do  his  duty.  I  do  not  think  hon. 
Grentlemen  are  in  a  position  to  know  the 
reasons  why  Mr.  Creswell  reaped ;  and 
as  for  Mr.  Monypenny,  the  editor  of  the 
Star,  he  wrote  in  that  paper — which,  b© 
it  remembered,  was  the  property  of  the 
mine-owners  and  the  most  powerful 
journal  in  the  Transvaal  —  able  and 
vigorous  expressions  of  his  own  oppcwition 
to  the  policy  of  the  min*M>wners.  I  do 
not  think  that  many  newspaper  proprietors 
in  this  country  would  allow  so  aUe  a  pen 
as  that  of  Mr.  Monyjwnny  to  be  employed 
for  months  at  their  own  expense  in 
endeavouring  to  demolish  their  policy. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  mine-owners  should 
be  exempt  from  criticism,  but  I  do  say 
that  the  language  which  has  been  used 
about  them  is  ungenerous  and  unfair. 
Sir  George  Farrar,  the  protagonist  in 
behalf  of  the  mine-owners,  is  a  man  of 
the  highest  character 

♦Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  Was  he  one  of  the  con- 
cootors  of  the  fraudulent  "women  and 
children  "  letter, 

•Mr.  LYTTELTON:  Sir  George 
Farrar  is  a  gallant  man.  He  fought 
in  the  war  and  gained  distinction 
in  the  field,  and  I  think  he  and 
his  colleagues  ought  to  be  credited  with 
that  sincerity  of  view  with  which,  through- 
out the  observations  I  have  addressed  to 
the  House,  I  have  endeavoured  to  credit 
their  opponents. 

•Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  he  had  never 
listened  to  a  more  disheartening  speech. 
Where  were  all  the  assurances  that  had 
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TraoBvaal  and  the  Orange  River  Colony 
at  the  time  of  the  war — a  war  which 
cotit    this  country    £250,000,000  and 
20,000  lives  1  How  did  we  stand  at  the 
present  moment  t   The  ex-Colonial  Sec- 
retary told  the  House  andtbe  country 
only  six  months  ago  that  in  return  for  all 
these  sacrifices  the  future  of  the  Trans- 
vaal had  the  rosiest  inospect    But  now 
they  had  the  present  Colonial  Secretary 
declaring  that  the  Transvaal  was  on  the 
brink  of  ruin.   We  had  tx^en  told  that  by 
annexing  the  Transvaal  we  should  acquire 
a  white  man's  country ;  now  we  learn  that, 
while  there  might  be  a  few  superior  whites, 
the  working  population  must  be  black  or 
yellow.    Tne  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary  complained  that  they, 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  had  accused 
him  (rf  rushing  thedebata.  He  repeated  the 
accusatioD  i  the  debate  had  hem  nuhed 
with  indecent  haste,  and  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  best 
proof  of  that.   The  Colonial  Secretary 
had  told  the  House  that  he  was  drawing 
up  regulations  in  reference  to  the  impor- 
tation and  treatment  of  the  Chinese 
immigrants  of  the  most  minute  and  far- 
reaohmg  kind  ;  but  the  House  had  been 
asked  to  discuss  this  important  question 
without  having  these  regulations  Wore 
it.    The  right    hon.    GenUeman  said 
that   the    position    of   the  Chinese 
in  their  compounds,  as  fixed  by  his  regu- 1 
Utions,  constituted  a  moral  question  which  , 
the  House  had  to  decide.    But  the  House  \ 
was  incompetent  to  decide  it  before  it ! 
had  his  regulations  before  them.  Was 
the  Ordinance  to  over-ride  the  regula-  | 
tiona  or  the  regulations  to  over-ride  the  [ 
Ordinance  1  He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  to  give   his  assent  to  i 
the  Ordinance  until  his  regulations  were  ! 
made  part  of  it.   Then  the  right  hon.  i 
Owitleman  described  the  life  of  the  > 
Chinese  immigrants  in  the  Transvaal  and  ; 
said  that  he  was  going  to  allow  them  the 
choice  of  bringing  their  women   and , 
children  there.  That  was  contrary  to ; 
the  Ordinance  as  it  stood  at  present. 
To  hear   the    right   hon.    Gentleman  j 
speak    of    the    regulations    for    the  ■^ 
Chinese  compounds  one   would    have . 
imagined  that  these  compounds,  to  con-  | 
tain  300,000  or  400,000  Chinese,  were  i 
^ing  to  be  a  sort  of  garden  cities ;  but 
in  his  opinion  they  would  be  concentration 
camps  of  tJie  most  hideous  description. 
The   right   hon.    Gentleman  admitted 
in  the  opening  part    of    his  speech 
Mr.  Sydneif  Buxton, 


that  this  was  a  question  of  right  or  wrong. 
That  was  the  issue  on  which  the  Oppod- 
'  tion  were  prepared  to  appeal  to  the  House 
and  country.  They  maintained  that  it 
was  a  question  of  wrong  which  ought  to 
be  put  right  The  right  hou.  Gentleman's 
proposal  was  that  a  British  colony  was  to 
be  overrun  by  Chinese^  but  before  making 
such  a  far-reaching  proposition  he  should 
have  made  ont  an  overwaelming  case ;  and 
he  appealed  to  the  House  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  ont  any- 
thing of  the  sort. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  divided 
his  observations  into  four  or  five  pointi; 
and  he  wished  to  say,  first  of  aU,  a  hm 
words  on  what  the  right  hon.  GtontlemiD 
called  the  constitutional  question.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
matter  was  one  for  the  Transvaal,  and  not 
for  us,  to  decide. 

He  would  be  indmed  to  agree  ii  the 
Transvaal  was  a  self-governing  colony, 
but,  even  in  that  case,  as  grave  Imperial 
interests  were  concerned,  it  would  be  a 
very  serious  qnestion  whether  the  tight 
of  veto  should  not  be  exercised.  Bat 
the  Transvaal  was  not  a  self-goToning 
colony.     The  right   hon.  wntlemaa 
a{^»eared  to  think  that  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary  could  put  it  into  the  oategocy 
of  a  self-governing  colony  by  merely 
saying  that  he  would  treat  it  us  such. 
If  the  inhabitants  of  the  Transvaal  wcr 
competent  to  decide  such  a  momontona 
question  as  tJiis,  they  were  fit  for,  and 
entitled  to,  self  •gOTemment.  and  he  hoped 
that  the  right  hon,  Oentleman  wtntld 
give  them  sdff •governmeat  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.    Bat  the  Transvaal 
was  a  Crown  colony,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  directly  responsible  with 
the'House  of  Commons  and  the  country 
for  its  government.    He  was  not  ashamed 
to  say  that  he  was  not  willing  to  take 
the  lesponsibilty  of  deciding  sueh  a 
momentoos  question  for  them.   If  the 
result  turned  out  to  be  disastrous,  the 
responsibility  and  blame  would  not  be 
on  the  people  of  the  Transvaal,  but  on 
the  House  of  Commons.   Moreover,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  tiie  Colomee 
was  not  giving  a  mere  passive  aaeent^ 
but  was  making  himself  a  very  actiwe 
participant  in  the  mattw.    The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    was  making  him- 
self responsible   for    transferring  the 
Chinese  to  tiie  Trans^a^^^^^kiug 
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after  them  there,  and  for  taking  them 
back  to  China,  and  that  was  a  very 
serious  responsibility.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  argued  cogently  against  a 
Heferendum,  but  he  himself  thought  that 
the  only  basis  on  whidi  the  question 
could  M  decided  was  to  acocoid  self- 

SOTemment  to  the  colony,  and  let  the 
uly  elected  representatives  determine 
it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  in 
his  despatch  to  Lord  Hitner,  that  no 
direct  Imperial  interest  was  involved. 
On  the  contrary  he  himself  said  that  very 
important  Imperial  interests  were 
involved,  and  that  the  Colonies  were 
entitled  to  have  a  voice  in  i^id  to  the 
matter.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  a  wrong  impression 
in  regard  to  the  feeling  at  the  Cape  and 
in  South  Africa  generally.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  opinion  at  the 
Bloemfontein  Conference  was  in  favour  of 
this  proposal.  He  stated  that  the  con- 
ference dedaredthat  labour  was  insnffii'  I 
cient,  and  that  it  recommended  the 
introduction  of  Chines*  labour,  under 
restrictions.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  have  forgotten  the  very  limited 
and  grudging  terms  of  the  Bloemfontein 
Conferaice.  The  conference  stated  that 
it  was  of  opinifm  that  tiie  permanent 
settlement  in  South  Africa  of  Asiatic 
taoes  would  be  injurious  and  should  not 
be  permitted,  but  that  it  could  agree  to 
it  only  if  the  industrial  development 
absolutely  required  the  introduction*  of 
unskilled  labour.  That  was  different  to 
what  the  right  hon.  Oentieman  conveyed 
to  the  House,  'fhen  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  proceeded  to  ^scuss  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  Boers  were  or 
were  not  in  favour  of  the  introduction 
uf  Chinese  labour.  But  that  question 
could  only  be  decided  by  granting  self- 
government  to  the  colony.  On  whose 
authority  was  the  proposal  based  ?  It 
sbould  be  remembered  that  the  Com- 
mission, on  whose  report  praotically  the 
whole  of  this  agitation,  and  the  ordinance 
also,  had  been  based,  was  specifically 
excluded  from  dealing  with  any  of  the 
questions  as  to  an  alternative  supply  of 
labour.  On  three  material  pcants — 
whether  the  cost  of  working  could  not 
be  reduced,  whether  white  labour  could 
not  be  further  employed,  and  whether 
the  employment  of  Asiaticu  would  be 
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advantageous  or  otherwise,  thej^Com- 
mission  could  not  take  evidence,  or  even 
express  an  opinion.  By  these  terms  of 
reference  they  were  confined  solely  to 
the  question  whether  ttiere  was  a  sufficient 
supply  of  native  labour.  It  is  true  thst 
the  Commission  did  make  some  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  white  labour.  But  it 
was  quite  clear  from  the  case  of  Mr. 
Creswell  and  others,  that  there  was 
practically  no  evidence  forthcoming  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  the 
introduction  of  white  labour. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  impressed 
on  tke  House  the  urgency  of  this  matter, 
and  he  asked  hon.  Members  to  suggest 
an  alternative.  The  alternative  he  ven- 
tured to  suggest  for  the  Transvaal  was 
to  "go  slow."  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  Transvaal  had  been  developed  at 
too  rapid  a  rate.  There  were  two  in- 
terests involved.  There  was  the  Trans- 
vaal GUwenunent  and  the  mine-owners. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  placed  on  the 
Transvaal  a  large  liability ,but  this  was  the 
work  of  the  Transvaal  (Jovemment  itself. 
And  it  now  endeavoured  to  justify  its 
position  in  r^ard  to  die  debt  and  the  finan- 
cial position,  and  to  save  its  reputation, 
by  bolstering  up  the  country  through  the 
introduction  of  Chinese  hbonr.  He  did 
not  deny  that  there  was  at  the  present 
moment  a  deficiency  of  labour  in  the 
Transvaal,  but  he  did  not  quite  under- 
stand the  arguments  on  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  based  his  case.  He  stated 
that  there  were  less  Kaffirs  by  30,000  at 
work  on  the  Rand  than  before  the  war. 
But  the  evidence  before  the  Commission 
showed  thatthe  Kaffir  was  far  more  efficient 
than  former!^,  Lord Milner  himself  estim x- 
ting  the  advantage  at  30  per  cent.  That 
would  not  leave  the  deficiency  of  30,000 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mentioned.  Then  he  himself  did 
not  think  that  the  mine-owners  had 
done  their  best  to  prove  the  absolute 
necessity  of  Chinese  labour  by  first  giving 
all       other  alternatives  a  proper  trial. 

It  was  a  most  significant  fact  that 
while  up  to  last  July  there  was  a  monthly 
increase  in  the  number  of  Kaffirs  coming 
into  the  mines,  that  increase  ceased  on 
the  appointment  of  the  Commission. 
He  could  not  think  that  was  a  mere  co- 
incidence. The  right  hon^  Gentleman 
assumed  that  theoibfinsi  b^iuH@0^dhe 


1559      Kin^s  Speech  {Motim      {COMMONS)         for  an  Aidrea).  IMO 


Amaadmoit  was  deozoiu  of  snpeneding 
all  the  Kaffir  labonr  by  white  labour. 
That  was  not  bo.  What  they  did  point 
outv  and  with  truth,  was,  that  if  the 
mine -owners  were  prohibited  from  bring- 
ing in  Chinese  labour  and  had  to  avail 
tiiemselves  of  the  existing  Kaffir  labour 
or  of  wliite  labour  the  proportion  of 
whites  to  Kaffirs  would  be  increased. 
The  right  hem.  Gentteman  hsdovttlooked 
the  fact  that  already  considerable  steps 
had  been  taken  in  that  direction.  Be- 
fore the  war  the  number  of  Kaffirs  per 
stamp  was  something  like  sixteen.  It 
was  now,  as  he  understood,  only  nine  or 
ten.  And  while  before  the  war  the  pro- 
portion of  whites  to  Kaffirs  was  some- 
thing like  <me  in  fifteen,  it  was  now  one 
in  seven  or  eight.  That  showed  t^kat 
under  the  pressure  of  real  necessity  white 
labour  in  the  mines  had  been  increased 
in  proportion  to  Kaffir  labour,  and  he 
thought  that  it  was  quite  certain  that  if 
that  pressure  were  removed  the  propor- 
tion would  unquestionably  duninisfa 
instead  of  increasing.  He  did  not  agree 
that  the  experiments  tiiathad  been  nude 
in  the  directaon  of  white  labour  had  been 
fair  tests.  It  had  been  stated  that  test 
experiments  had  been  tried  in  the  direc- 
tion of  white  labour,  but  all  the  evidence 
went  to  show  that  no  hoiid  fde  attempts 
had  been  made  under  proper  conditions. 
The  experiments  had  been  made  wi^ 
difldiarged  soldiers  who  did  not  take 
kindly  to  the  work;  while  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Creswell's  experiments  he  had  not 
hmX  time  to  perfect  them.  The  matter 
was  very  much  in  a  nutshell.  The  whole 
point  was  whether,  in  the  first  place,  even 
if  a  deficiency  of  labour  could  be  shown 
to  exist  to  the  extent  (he  right  hon. 
Gentleman  attempted  to  show,  we  should 
be  justified  in  introducing  Chinese  labour. 
In  the  second  place,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  to  snow  that  there  was  not  a 
considerable  amount  more  of  Kaffir  labour 
available  in  South  Africa,  which,  combined 
with  economy  of  writing,  machinery,  and 
increased  white  labour,  would  not  largely 
supply  the  deficiency.  The  right  Eon. 
Gentleman  had  not  made  out  his  case  for 
the  introduction  of  labour  at  all,  and  still 
le^s  for  the  introduction  of  Chinese  labour. 
He  believed  the  conscience  of  this  country 
and  also  that  of  the  Colonies  would  be 
revolted  if  this  Ordinance  were  passed  and 
carried  out.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Mr.  Hydm^  Bwrton. 


had  suggested  that  if  a  certain  number  of 
Chinese  were  allowed  aa  an  expenma 
the  number  would  not  necesaaruy  be  in- 
creased.   But  why  should,  th^  be  ml 
They  were  told  tliat  if  the  iDhinese  wen 
not  allowed  to  be  brought  in,  now,  tiu 
Transvaal  would  go  to  pieces,  but  ko. 
Members  must  remember  that  when,  ii 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  necessity  aroa 
for  a  further  number  this  same  argumoit 
would  be  used,  and  with  far  greater  force 
than  it  was  being  used  now.    If  they  onoe 
opened  the  sluice  the  Transvaal  would  be 
deluded  with  this  yellow  flood.  On 
polit»»l  grounds  he  protested  against  the 
proposal.    If  it  were  agreed  to,  it  would 
diminish  and  not  increase  the  number  of 
permanent  British  settlers-    On  eoooOBic 
grounds    he   could   not    believe  tfatt 
it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  coantir 
that  these  mines  should  be  too  qaiekk 
developed  at  once  and  the  gold  exhaoated. 
On  moral  grounds  he  objected  to  the 
introduction  of  Chinese  into  South  Afria- 
If  this  Ordinance  were  carried  out  it  would 
be  a  blob  on  the  scutchetHi  oA  Ei^and, 
and  if  the  law  was  allowed  to  pass  he 
hoped  a  future  Government  would  find  it 
possible  to  repeal  it. 

♦Mr.  MARTIN  (Worcestershire,  Drwt- 
wich)  said  that  he  approached  this  subjeci 
from  his  experience  of  the  introduction  of 
Chinese  labour  into  North  Borneo.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
Chinese  who  came  there,  when  properly  iu- 
spected  and  selected,  made  most  exc^oit 
citizens,  taking  their  place  in  the  munie^ 
government  and  serving  on  juries,  which 
were  generally  composed  of  one-tldxd 
Europeans,  one-third  Chinese,  and  oim- 
third  natives.  In  all  the  trades  which 
they  undertook  he  found  them  also 
excellent  citizens.  Of  course  it  was  not 
exactly  the  same  thing  in  this  case. 
North  Borneo  was  a  tropi^  country  where 
white  men  could  not  work  in  the  fields 
and  on  the  tobacco  lands.  But  the  whole 
problem  before  them,  so  far  as  he  could  see, 
was  whether  the  mines  of  the  Traoavaal 
could  be  worked  by  white  man's  labour. 
From  the  evidence  which  he  had  gathered 
it  seemed  to  him  that  not  only  could 
they  not  get  white  men  to  work  in  the 
mines  at  ^1,  but  even  if  they  could,  they 
would  not  work  with  Kaffirs,  any  more 
than  white  men  could  be  got  to  work 
witii  the  negroes  on  the  cotton  plantatioiu 
in  America.  If  that  were  not  the  case 
there  would  be  an  end^4o  all  the  troable 
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in  England  with  regard  to  the  un- 
employed, because  they  could  go 
out  there  and  fiod  work.  The  whole 
gist  of  the  question  was  whether  or 
not  the  Europeans  couljd  work  in  t^e 
lowest  grades  of  work  in  tiieve  mines. 
There  saemed  to  have  been  much  mis- 
apprehension in  the  House  as  to  who 
the  mine  -  owners  were.  It  was  true 
that  there  was  one  firm  which  controlled 
a  la^  amount  of  interest  in  Soal^  Africa, 
but  beyond  thaX  the  mines  were  cut  up 
into  tiiousands  of  shares  which  were  held 
all  over  England.  The  mining  capitalists 
were  not  tike  people  in  South  Africa,  but 
the  hundreds  of  tiiousands  of  shareholders 
in  Bngland  and  other  places.  So  far  as 
the  mine  managers  were  concerned  they 
tried  to  act  honestly  by  the  shareholders. 
All  these  things  ou^t  to  be  made  quite 
clear  in  the  ^t  instance,  so  tiiat  th^ 
might  enter  into  this  subject  without 
predjudice.  He  had  been  told  that  one 
company  had  three  and  a  half  miUioos  of 
capital  employed  at  temporary  interest 
in  London  waiting  to  be  spent  on 
machinery  and  other  thin^  ctmnected 
witik  mines  as  sosn  as  labour  could  be 
seoond.  There  were  many  more 
ctmipanies  in  tiie  .same  position,  and 
unlws  sn£S.cient  labour  could  be  secured 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
investment  of  this  capital  in  the  way 
intended.  He  thought  it  was  only  right, 
therefore,  if  they  were  putting  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Transvaal  first,  that  before 
they  refused  to  sanction  tiie  importation 
of  Chinese  labour  they  should  be 
absolutely  convinced  that  the  work  in 
tiie  mines  of  the  Transvaal  was  white- 
man's  labour.  He  did  not  think  it  was, 
and  certainly  the  mover  and  seconder  of 
the  Amendment  had  not  proved  their 
case  in  that  respect. 

•Dr.  MACNAMARA  thought  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  done  Oeneral 
Botha  an  injustice  by  saying  he  had 
kept  bade  until  tiie  last  few  days  his 
views  as  to  the  inadviflability  of  introduc- 
ing Chinese  labour  into  the  Transvaal. 
As  far  back  as  15th  September,  when 
under  examination  before  the  I^abour 
Commission,  General  Botha  attempted  to 
state  his  views  on  the  subject,  but  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  would  not 
allow  him  to  do  so.  The  Legislative 
Council,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  Sir 
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George  Farrar,  bad  all  rested  their 
case  on  the  finding  of  the  Labour 
Commissicm.  That  odng  so,  he  bod 
naturally  turned  to  the  fffoceedings  of 
that  body  to  find  the  grounds  on  which 
the  demand  for  Chinese  laboor  was  based. 
Would  it  be  believed  that  no  mffiition  of 
the  question  was  permitted  before  the 
Commission.  The  Chairman  would  not 
allow  the  subject  to  come  up,  because  it 
^as  not  within  the  terms  of  the  reference. 
That  vas,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extremely 
curious.  The  Commission  was  appointed 
in  July  last;  the  agitation  in  favour  of 
Chinese  labour  had  been  active  for  twelve 
months,  and  it  was  somewhat  curious  that 
the  question  should  have  been  especially 
excluded  from  the  scope  of  the  inquiry. 
In  February,  Mr.  Ross  Skinner  was  sent 
away  with  a  Conunission  to  ascertain  the 
best  method  of  introducingChinese  labour ; 
in  April  Sir  George  Fanar  made  a  speech 
advocating  the  proposal ;  in  Jnne  Lord 
Hilner  showed  that  he  was  in  favour  of 
the  introduction,  under  proper  restrictions 
of  Asiatic  labour.  In  the  face  of  those 
t.cts,  how  was  it  that  from  an  inquiry 
instituted  in  July  the  question  was  ex- 
cluded. The  Labour  Commission  referred 
to  the  scarcity  of  labour,  but  it  talked 
round  the  subject  in  a  way  that  was  not 
very  illuminating  to  persons  anxious  to 
ascertain  tiie  reiu  reasons  for  the  scarcity. 
After  reading  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
be  had  come  to  the  condnnon  that  the 
Report  deliberately  evaded  the  two  real 
issues  set  up  by  the  bulk  of  the  evidence, 
viz.,  the  question  of  the  reduction  of  the 
rate  of  wages  (which  was  only  incidentally 
mentioned  in  the  Report),  and  the  question 
of  the  treatment  of  natives  (which  was 
not  mentioned  at  all),  From  the  evidence 
it  appeared  that  the  Basutos  were  kicked 
about  and  treated  witii  great  indignity, 
and  that  when  maimed  for  life  no  com- 
pensation whatever  was  given  them< 

*Mr.  speaker  said  he  did  not  see 
how  the  point  was  relevant  to  :the 
question  before  the  House.  The  matter 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  was  referring 
was  the  treatment  in  the  past  of  native 
labour  in  the  mines.  That  was  a  different 
question  from  the  importation  of  Chinese 
labour  in  the  future. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  be  was  en- 
deavouring to  su^^y^vaj^^^ifgof 
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black  labour.  With  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Zulus,  all  he  would  say  was, 
that  if  the  evidenoe  was  tone,  there  had 
never  been  a  greater  diagraoe  to  tbe 
Union  Jack  than  that  such  things  should 
have  been  done  under  its  auspices.  The 
House  was  asked  to  agree  to  the  Ordinance 
because  the  Legislative  Council  had 
adopted  it.  In  another  place  the  hope 
had  been  ezpreEsed  that  the  Transvaal 
would  be  allowed  to  settle  its  affairs  in 
its  own  way.  If  the  Transvaal  had  been 
a  self  -  governing  colony  there  would  be 
general  assent  to  euch  a  proposition. 
But  ft  was  not,  and  was  not  likely  for  a 
long  time  to  be  a  self-governing  colony. 
He  had  never  yet  said  a  single  syllable 
in  disparagement  of  Lord  Milner,  but 
having  carefully  read  the  Reports  and 
the  correspondence,  he  was  beginning  to 
lose  faitb  in  the  judgment  and  impar- 
tiality of  the  man  at  the  head  of  affairs  in 
South  Africa.  The  impression  conveyed 
to  him  by  the  despatches  was  that  Lord 
Milner  looked  at  things  as  he  had  thought 
they  ou^t  to  be.  For  instance,  in  his 
despatch  of  3rd  January,  referring  to  the 
feeling  in  Sout^  Africa  on  this  question. 
Lord  If  liner  stated — 

*'  There  is  no  change  in  the  general  mTersion 
to  Asiatics  as  permanent  residents.  Bnt  those 
who  cany  this  ava-eion  to  the  point  of  refusing 
to  ftdmit  Asiatica  as  indentured  labtmrers  under 
condition  of  repatriation,  even  in  the  face  of  a 
proved  insufiSciency  of  other  labour,  are  a  small 
minority  both  among  Boer  and  British." 

If  those  who  objected  were  only  "  a  small 
minority,"  they  were  an  extremely  nimble 
stage  army,  because  on  nearly  every 
other  page  of  the  Blue-book  there 
appeared  resolutions  of  protest,  and  so 
forth.   Lord  Milner  further  stated — 

"  There  is  in  every  part  U  Sonth  Africa  a 
number  of  men  of  unquestionable  sincerity  who 
Are  opposed  in  principle  to  imported  labour 
nnder  any  eircamstances.  Bnt  I  believe  it  is 
qnite  a  minority,  even  hi  the  Cape.*' 

That  was  on  3rd  January,  1904.  On 
5th  December,  1903,  Dr.  Jameson  wrote  to 
the  Governor — 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  legislation  dealing 
with  the  introduction  of  Asiatics  into  South 
AMca  will  probably  be  considered  during  the 
ouning  session  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Transvaal,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  i«eolations 
opposing  such  introduction  unanimon^  passed 
by  the  L^slature  of  this  Colony,  I  would 
approach  ^our  Excellency— now  that  no 
Parliament  is  in  existence— with  the  view  of 
steps  being  taken  so  as  to  ensure  that,  should 
thCT  be  admitted  into  any  neighbouring  colony, 
noaer  no  oircnmstances  would  it  be  possible  for  | 
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<  onv  .imported  Asiatic  to  find  his  way  into  tfcb 

j  colony.' 

Even  Di.  Jameson  implond  tt»  Gonrs- 
ment  not  to  allow  any  Asiatin  to  cam 

into  the  Cape.  Did  this  suggest  that  oajr 
a  mincffity  even  in  the  Cape  were  agaoet 
Chinese  Labour  ?    Lord  Biilner  appeared 
to  see  things  as  he  would  like  them  to  be. 
He,  Dr.  Macnamara.had  been  driTOi  to  tbe 
conclusion  that  this  demand  fw  Asiattc 
labour  was  the  demand  of  financiers  who 
were  impatient,  witii  their  fingers  it^ng 
to  grasp  the  gold  which  was  in  the  grouid. 
The  mover  of  the  Amendmmit  bsd 
replied  to  the  suggestion  that  there  vu 
a  financial  crisis  on  the  Band,  bat  that 
was  another  reason  and  it  was  that  these 
people  had  got  trades  unionism  on  the 
brain,  and  they  feared  the  solidarity  iA 
white  labour,  and  the  effect  it  would 
have,  not  only  on  labour  but  upon  the 
government  of  the  country  generallj. 
That  came  out  in  the  Tarbutt  letter,  the 
Budd  letter,  and  the  Milner  reply  to  the 
White  League.  But  they  were  afnid  also 
of  ChiDese  Trade  Unionism.     If  the? 
looked  at  the  correspondence  they  would 
see  how  Mr.  H.  R<»b  Skinner  desciihed 
the  customs  of  the  Chinese  in  the  Tanoos 
parts  of  thewOTld.   On  page  79  he  said— 
"  A  very  potent  force  amongst  the  duaese  u 
a  system  of  co-operation  somewhat  akm  to 
freemasonry.    They  understand  well  tbe  power 
and  advantage  to  be  derived  from  oombinaiiim. 
In  San  Francisco  there  are  six  Chineaa  ooni- 
paniee  or  guilds,  and  to  one  or  other  of  them 
the  great  majority  of  Chinese  inuuioraatB  iMcd 
to  contribute  and   become  members.  The 
system  is  far-reaching,   but  in  the  geneni 
application  exercises  a  wholesome  inflneocc 
These  guilds  transact  business  for  their  mem- 
bers, tbqr  supervise  labour  cuitraeta,  leecxTv 
and  deposit  monqr,  or  remit  same  to  China, 
and  generally  look  after  and  take  a  lively 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Chinese  communitT. 
Another  function  of  theirs  vis  to  make  all  the 
necessary  arrangements,  whm  so  doeircd.  to 
have  the  bones  of  deceased  membua  asot  to 
their  relatives  in  China." 

That  was  all  right  and  proper,  but  Mr. 
Ross  Skinner  went  on — 

"Such  Bodetiea,  comprehensive  as  tbey  aie 
if  established  on  the  Rand,  would  have  a  very 
powerful  bearing  on  the  ChineM  immigroBta. 
In  many  ways,  as  in  those  mentioud  ^xm^ 
they  might  be  ubeful  and  beneficial,  bnt  their 
power  might  also  become  a  danger." 

Even  the  poor  Chinaman  was  not  to  be 
allowed  anything  in  the  nature  of  com- 
bination. Then  Mr.  Ross  Skinner  pro- 
ceeds— 

*'To  avoid  such  an  emergency  iti  is  pUinlj 
desirable  that  ali,||4«j»is^iift3li^ULim»M 
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tbsBupplvof  KsfBr  labour  should  be  vigoroasly  {  Colonial  Seoretary  seemed  veiy  much  pat 
continued  with  a  vi«w  to  baUuoiug,  m  f ar  m  about  beoaose  tike Otdiaanoe  for  the  intro- 
KMea'°ttu^l.t"/he^^r' A"^  auction  of  Chin«eh.dl«en  tennedorueh 
principle  might  also  be  adopted  in  the  oases  of  i  He  had  no  hesitation  m  lepeatmg  tnac  it 
Chineee  from  dlfibrent  dtatiiotc  tar  inatance,  cruel,  and  he  invited  hon.  Members 
experience  points  to  the  faet  tJi»Ut  it  anUkely  ^^^^  to  look  for  a  moment  at  the  con- 
that  nortbam  men  would  oo-merate  with  the  i  "FF^^**  mC^TtL  ■  -  *.  

■ottthern  Chinew."  1  ditions.   The  Chinaman  was  to  perform 

;  muldUed  labour  only.  What  right  had 
Therefore  the  country  was  to  be  split  tliey  to  say  that?  He  could  only  serve  the 
up,  and  they  had  a  holy  dread  of  trades  person  to  whom  he  was  indentared,  but 
unionism  even  amongst  the  Chinese,  person  might  lawfully  transfei  him 
The  South  African  War  lasted  thirty-three  to  some  other  person,  and  he  could  not 
months,  it  cost  £250,000,000  of  money,  i  }xa.Ye  any  property  whatever  in  minerals 
25,000  British  solcHers  died,  25,000  j  or  precious  stones.  Surely  to  say  he 
came  home  permanently  maimed,  and  mugt  not  own  precious  stones  was  a  work 
quite  another  25,000  women,  children,  j  of  supererogation.  Surely  aU  the  precious 
and  men  must  have  died  in  the ,  gton^  in  South  Africa  were  already 
concentrati(»i  camps,  all  for  this,  accord- :  labelled,  "With  God  Almighty's  oomph- 
ing  to  the  GoTemmeat.  But  so  far  |  ments  to  Eckstein,  Bemstdni  Goldstein, 
as  the  people  of  this  oountxy  were  I  q\{  the  other  steins."  In  every  way 
concerned  it  would  not  be  for  this,  Chinaman  turned hejiad  six  months  in 
He  was  afraid  that  the  hon.  Member  for  g^ol  staring  him  in  the  face.  It  would 
Dulwich  was  not  in  the  House.   But  it ;  also  probably  be  provided  that  they 


^vas  significant  that  only  a  few  hours 
before  the  declaration  of  the  poll  in 
Dulwich  the  following  poster  stared  him 
in  the  face  in  Dulwich — 

"ElectOTi  ot  Bnlwieh,  bewacel  If  any  at- 
tempts are  made  to  lead  yon  to  belien  that 
Dr.  Rntherfoord  Harris  is  in  favour  of  the  intro- 
duction <d  Chinese  labour  into  Sonth  Africa, 
remember  it  is  a  he." 


That  poster  was  issued  from 
central  committee  rooms  of  the  Member 
for  Dulwich.  He  (the  h(xi.  Member) 
should  watch  witii  great  interest  the  vote 
u  hich  the  hon.  Member  for  Dulwich  gave 
on  this  Amendment,  confidently  looking 
for    his    support  -  - 

Lobby.  The  war, 
was  not  entered  upon  for  Chinese 
labour,  but  to  secure  equal  rights  for  all 
white  men,  the  enfranchisement  of  the 
Uitlander,  and  to  open  up  new  fields  of 
occupation  f(ur  Britishers.  The  ex-Colmial 
Secretary,  in  a  speech  delivered  on  the 
19th  October,  1900,  said  the  miners  in 
the  North  of  England  voted  Unionist  at 
the  last  electicoi,  firstly,  because  they  were  j 
patriots  and  Imperialbts ;  and  secondly,  | 
because  die  SouUi  African  war  was  in 


should  send  his  bones  to  China 
when  he  died,  and  that  they  should 
supply  him  with  cheap  materials  for 
idols  for  his  religious  obseminoes.  That 
was  the  climax  of  hypocrisy.  Th«y  sent 
missionaries  out  to  win  the  Chmwnan 
from  his  idolatry  in  China  and  now  they 
were  going  to  supply  him  with  cheap 
Chinese  idoU  in  South  Africa.  In  the 
the  {ace  of  aU  tiiis  he  could  not  help  thinking 
of  the  British  soldier.  He  had  not  many 
ideals.  But  ha  believed  that  the  British 
flag  ensured  freedom,  fairplay,  and 
justice  for  all.  But  what  would  the 
British  soldier  say  when  he  knew  that 
m  the  Division  j  the  sequel  to  all  his  suflering  in  South 
they  were  told,  j  Africa  was  this  indentured  yellow 
slavery  1 


Lord  ALWYNE  COMPTON  (Bedfatd- 
shire,  Biggleswade) :  He  will  say  it  is  all 
nonsense. 


*De.  MACNAMARA  said  that  if  after 
this  any  self-respecting  British  soldier. 
A  tore  his  South  African  medal  from  his 
sense  a  miners'  war,  undertaken  in  order  breast  and  tiuew  it  in  the  gutter  he  would 
that  justice  nueht  be  d(me  to  the  British  faave  his  complete  and  entire  support, 
minws  m  tiie  l^nsvaal.  At  the  present 
time  there  were  two  or  three  shiploads  of ! 

minersoutof  emplcyment  coming  back  to  {  And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the 
this  country,  and  the  Government  pro-  :  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
poeed  to  substitute  for  them  Chinese,  The  j  this  Evening's  mtting.!^  byGoOglc 
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EVENim  SITTING. 


KINO'S  SPEECH  (MOTION  FOB  AN 
ADDRESS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment'  [16tb  February] 
to  Main  Question  [2nd  February], 
"That  an  humble  Address  be  pzwented 
to  Bia  Majesty,  as  foUowetik : — 

"  Moat  Gracious  Sovereign^ — 

"We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  tilie  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  hnmble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  U>t  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  haa  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  " — {Mr.  Hardy,) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

'*  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  odd  the 
words— 'And  we  humbly  represent  to  Your 
Hftjesty  that  it  is  highly  iuexpedioit  that 
Banction  should  be  given  to  any  Ordinanoe  per- 
mitting the  introduction  of  indentured  Chinese 
labourers  into  the  Transvaal  Colony  until  the 
approval  of  the  oohmists  has  beea  formally 
ascertained.'"— (-Vf-  Berbert  SanmtL) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  tiiere  added." 


*Mb  duke  (Plymouth)  said  that 
this  was  a  serious  question  for  South 
Africa  no  one  who  had  endeavoured 
to  understand  South  African  affairs  could 
doubt.  By  common  consent  it  had  been 
recognised  since  the  war  that  the  Trans- 
vaal had  become  the  centee  of  the 
political  and  social  life  of  South  Africa. 
The  Dutch,  the  predominant  race  in 
South  Africa  before  the  war,  took  all  their 
proceedings  vith  that  view,  and  that  had 
been  endorsed  by  the  Government  in 
founding  the  new  political  fabric  to  which 
the  Colonial  Secretary  just  now  referred 
in  a  speech  which  excited  so  much 
interest  in  the  House.  The  true  capital 
of  South  Africa  was  Pretoria;  the 
eccnoraic  well  -  being  of  Soutb  Africa 
seemed  to  the  Dutch  and  their  successors 
to  depend  immediately  on  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Transvaal,  and  to  require  for 
its  success  the  development  of  its 
resources  as  rapidly  and  completely  as 
possible.  The  Colonial  Secretary  des- 
cribed the  extraordinary  political  and 


social  conditions  in  that  country.  A 
complete  modem  «ity  founded  in  tbt 
mickt  of  a  wilderness,  or  what  was  vm 
little  Iras;  the  centre  of  the  grakti 
gold  producang  industry       the  worii 
and  of  great  industries  connected  witi^ 
industry,  and  an  unique  centre  of  wesltii 
and  power ;  the  rest  of  the  Traunal 
either  in  the  more  fertile  parts  derotai 
to  the  use  of  pasture  or  agricoltun,  or 
left  in  the  hands  of  a  barbarous  popola- 
tion.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
described  the  difficulty  of  the  task  oi 
establishing  the  institutions  of  civiliaatioB 
and  machinery  of  civUisationy  so  as  to 
bring  the  Transvaal  as  a  community  ialo 
line  and  on  a  level  irith  its  great  inda^ 
trial  centre.    The   difficulty    had  niA 
appalled  either  Lord  Milner  or  those 
whose  material  interest  lay    in  Somi 
Africa — who  had  devoted  thetaselTCs 
building  up  the  mining   and  kindrfd 
'  indtutnes.    It  need  not  appal  those  ic 
!  Cape  Colony,  Natal,  and  Orange  Kinr 
I  Colony,  or  those  in  our  own  country,  wfcj  , 
recognised  that  the  proeperity  of  tlu  , 
1  Transvaal,  and  in  the  first  instance  iu  , 
mining  industry,  was  the  keystone  at  the  ; 
edifice  of  the  future  national  greataes!  : 
of  South  Africa.    The  hindrance  to  the  ' 
mining  industry  at  present  was  lack  d 
labour — a  shortage  of  nearly  two-thirdf 
The    mine  -  owners    required  164,000 
labourers  for  the  existing  stamps,  and  i 
further  30,000  for  development  work  onv 
necessary ;  they  bad  only  68,000,  and 
they  would  not  be  able  to  Tn^.ipbHn  thsi 
number  because  the  attraction  of  the 
mines  was  difierent  now  to  what  it  ns 
before  the  war.   Then  the  Kaffir  was 
poor,  he  was  now  wealthy  and  able  tc 
indulge  his  tastes  and  live    upon  hi^ 
own    land  without  labour   which  he 
regarded  as  excessive,  and  devote  hlmseli 
to  those  pursuits   and  pastimes  whkfc 
pleased  the  native  mind.    Before  the  war 
40s.  and  50s.  a  month  was  paid  for  native 
I  labour ;  TOs.  and  80s.  a  month  waa  no* 
j  offered,  but  the  labourer  did  not  coxat 
'  It  might  be  well  or  ill  that  that  shooti 
I  be  so,  but  if  the  capital  sunk  in  the  min^ 
'  was  to  fructify  and  be  redeemed  from  th<^ 
I  soil  in  which  it  was  sunk,  they  must  de». 
j  with  the  problem  of  finding  labour  for 
the  mines  in  place  of  the  declining  Kaffi: 
I  labour  of  South  Africa-    The  queauoc 
i  had  been  grappled  with.    The  SooIl 
,  Africans  had  applied  themselves  to  de* 
with  thisijgi^f,^»iift^c^^ct©d  thei: 
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subitance  and  picwperity  so  much,  and 
to  find  a  Kdution  to  the  (noblem. 

Two  solutions  had  been  proposed  besid^ 
that  now  under  consideration.  One  was 
the  old  Dutch  solution  of  making  the  Kaffir 
work,  and  he  did  not  think  that  too 
much  attention  in  this  discussion  could 
well  be  jpven  to  the  abscdutely  frank  and 
candid  terms  in  which  the  old  masters  of 
the  South  African  natire  had  discussed  his 
present  position.  Their  advice — and  it 
was  typical  of  what  the  masculine  mind 
of  the  Boer  had  always  regarded  as  the 
proper  method  to  be  apphed  to  his 
brodier  the  black — was  to  break  up  the 
locations  ibron^ont  South  Africa  and 
"make  the  Kaffir  work,"  which  meant 
hiving  a  systsm  of  forced  labour.  That  a 
law  should  be  passed  to  call  upon  them 
to  work  would  not  make  them  work. 
It  could  only  be  done  by  passing  a 
law  with  the  sanction  of  punishment 
behind  it.  If  tiiat  were  done,  so  said  the 
Boers,  there  would  be  plenty  of  labour 
for  all  the  necessitaes  of  the  Transvaal. 
The  best  comment  upon  that  with  regard 
to  the  attitude  of  the  natives  in  the 
South  African  Colonies  was  the  fact  that  of 
the  68,000  labourers  at  present  employed 
in  the  mines,  68  per  cent,  came  from 
Portuguese  territory.  The  meaning  of 
it  was  that  witiiinBritidi  territory  forced 
labour-  did  not  exist  iat  tlie  native, 
and  it  was  open  to  him  to  please  himself, 
so  long  as  he  maintained  himself,  whether 
he  worked  in  the  mines  or  not.  [Hear, 
hear !]  He  presumed  by  that  cheer  that 
hon.  Members  approved  of  that  state  of 
things.  [Hear,  hear!]  But  if  they  ap* 
proved  of  it  they  must  take  it  with  the 
difficulties  it  created.  They  could  not 
applaud  the  native  and  graceful  indolence 
of  the  Kaffir  which  induced  him,  instead  of 
hastening  to  the  toil  of  the  mines,  to  retire 
from  labour  and  live  in  leisured  e^ise 
amongst  his  wives,  and  at  the  same  time 
advise  those  whose  material  interest  was'in 
the  mines  that  there  was  an  abundant 
source  of  native  labour  in  South  Africa. 
^MIat  there  was,  in  fact,  was  1 2  per  cent, 
of  68,000  to  fill  the  place  of  aU  the  Kaffirs 
in  our  own  colonies  who  used  to 
recruit  the  labour  in  the  mines.  The 
Boer  policy  with  regard  to  the  natives 
might  be  enforced  and  they  might  be 
dragooned  to  the  mines,  but  when  ques- 
tions of  this  kind  were  discussed  it  must 
not  be  foi^tten  that  to  every  white  man  i 


in  South  Africa  there  were  six  or  eight 
or  perhaps  ten  Kaffirs,  and  among  them 
meau  of  information  aod  political  organi- 
sation such  as  did  not  exist  before  the 
war.  He  would  not  dwell  fnrdker  on 
that  alternative  policy  except  to  remark 
that  it  had  been  tried  and  it  had  failed. 
The  war  had  made  the  bUoks  in  South 
Africa  wealthy  and  they  had  realised  it. 
It  had  shown  them  what  was  the  real 
bone  of  oont«ntion  between  the  white 
races  and '  they  had  realised  it  After 
the  war  the  course  whic^  any  sane 
Govmmwnt  had  to  take  widi  the  natives 
of  South  Africa  was  to  deveh^  them  on 
peaceful  lines  and  by  educati(mal  means* 
woA  so  bring  than  into  the  general  scheme 
of  civilisation.  They  would  not  ooerce 
them  into  the  mines  nor  would  it  be  the 
policy  of  any  party  in  this  country  to  do 
BO.  The  second  alternative  policy  was 
that  recommended  by  Mr.  CresweQ,  who 
recommended  that  the  present  native 
supply  should  be  eked  out  with  the 
labour  of  unskilled  whites. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  Hear,  hear  ! 

*Mr.  DUKE:  The  hon.  Member  for 
Battersea  applauded  that  alternative; 
would  he  have  the  unskiHed  white  and 
the  barbarian  from  Central  Africa  pull  on 
the  same  chain,  fill  the  same  barrow,  and 
sit  at  the  same  board  1  Was  it  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  scheme  of  policy  that  we 
should  bring  the  white  man,  our  poor 
brother  in  a  racial  sense,  and  the  black  man 
our  brother  in  the  ethical  sense,  together  in 
this  way;  that  they  should  go  down 
together  and  prosecute  their  labour  under 
e<][ual  conditions.  If  that  was  the  view 
with  which  hon.  Members  opposite  opposed 
the  Government  and  supported  the  policy 
of  Mr.  Creswell  then  he  for  one  would  m 
glad  to  hear  what  the  trades  unions 
would  have  to  say  upon  that  subject. 
That  was  a  proposal  for  the  degradation 
of  white  labour,  and  any  Englishman  who 
regarded  the  matter  carefully  and  who 
considered  whether  he  was  ready  ft)  take 
his  place  side  by  side  and  hand  in  hand 
with  a  native  lately  brought  from  some 
remote  part  of  the  African  Continent,  and 
share  his  daily  life  with  that  man,  would 
at  once  repel  the  suggestion  that  that 
was  a  mode  in  whi^  this  question 
could  ever  be  solved.  But  efforts  had  been 
made  to  solve  the  difficulty  in  that  very 
way.  It  was  not  owing  to  apathy  or 
poUcy  of  the  mine-o^n^rs^  ^tl^a^^j^^ 
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were  tying  idle  and  that  stamps  were 
hung  up,  it  was  because  there  was  no 
labour.  Mr.  Creswell  made  his  ex- 
periment, and  practical  miners  in  South 
Africa  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  it  was  a  dead  failure,  that  so  far  as 
profit  from  the  mines  was  concerned  the 
Creswell  experiment  was  absolutely  un- 
satisfactory. The  experiment  of  employing 
unskilled  white  labour  was  also  tried  in 
the  Rand  mines.  In  order  to  keep  up 
an  average  of  400  men  durihg  the  seven- 
teen months  that  that  was  neing  tried 
nearly  5,000  men  were  passed  through 
those  mines.  Anything  less  economic 
could  hardly  be  imagined.  It  was  stated 
that  one  of  the  benefits  of  the  Creswell 
system  was  that  it  would  provide  for 
something  like  continuity  of  white  labour 
and  steaify  progress,  and  the  result  of  it 
had  been  that  in  seventeen  months  5,000 
men  had  been  passed  through  certain  mines 
in  order  to  ensure  an  average  for  those 
mines  of  400  labourers.  No  one  up  to 
this  period  of  the  debate  had  stayed  to 
consider  by  what  kind  of  white  labour 
it  was  possible  to  work  the  mines. 
Englishmen  had  had  a  chance  of  going 
to  South  Africa  for  a  long  while. 
The  Englishmen  who  went  to  South  Africa 
would  not  go  there  to  work  for  the 
wages  which  would  maintain  a  native ;  to 
an  Englishman  those  would  be  starvation 
wages.  He  was  informed  that  an  offer  had 
bem  made  by  a  ^dioate  in  the  East  of 
Eurqie  to  send  25,000  Hungarians  to 
South  Africa.  Was  that  the  sort  of  thing 
for  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  striving  1  Italian  labour  had 
been  tried  in  South  Africa,  witii 
the  result  that  the  skilled  white 
British  miner  did  not  propose  to 
stay  if  tiie  class  of  Italian  who  could 
be  obtained  at  the  wages  the  mines 
could  afford  to  pay  was  employed.  Was 
it  proposed  to  catch  the  intelligent 
labourer  in  this  country,  if  possible,  and  to 
teach  him  mining  in  South  Africa  in  three 
or  f«ur  months,  and  so  level  down  the 
wages  of  t^e  skilled  miner  ?  [An  Hon. 
Ubvbbb:  No].  The  Cornish  miner  in 
South  Africa  knew  tetter.  One  ground 
of  objection  to  Mr.  Creswell's  proposals 
was  that  one  of  his  objects  was  to  re- 
duce the  wages  of  miners  in  South  Africa 
and  if  practicable  to  have  unskilled  labour 
under  the  supervision  of  skilled  labour, 
so  tikat  after  the  unskiUed  labour  saw  the 
Mr.  Dake. 


work  of  the  skilled  miner  fcs  a  fct 
months  it  would  be  an  easitt  matin  k 

deal  with  the  present  high  wages  of  ikt 
skilled  miner.  Was  that  one  of 
objects  for  which  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite were  exerting  themselves  ?  Th«( 
Comisbmen  who  had  Ixansplanted  to 
South  Africa  the  mining  indost^  it 
which  ^heit  race  had  gained  aptitodt 
by  a  thousand  years  of  mining  ei* 
perience,  ahnost  nnaoimondy  tp> 
proved  of  the  Labour  Ordinance.  Tiw 
could  take  care  and  were  tskiiif 
care  of  their  industry  by  a  steadlis 
opposition  to  the  pn^;K>8al  of  Mr. 
Creswell,  which,  at  present,  eonunesdol 
itself  most  to  those  Members  od  tlx 
other  side  of  the  House  who  felt  vIks 
they  Dut  what  might  be  an  insupen)4e 
obstacle  in  die  way  of  the  policy  <A  Ba 
Majesty's  Government  with  regard  a 
South  Africa,  that  they  ought  to  iogKOt 
some  sort  of  alternative.  It  was  not  com- 
mon for  them  to  suggest  an  altemstiTe 
on  the  other  side.  It  was  much  easier  u 
give  vent  to  highfaluting  talk  about 
soldiers'  medals  and  Union  Jacks.  Vbn 
they  waved  the  Union  Jack  for  any  but 
a  legitimate  purpose  they  had  to  suffar  ia 
it. 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  EspeciaHy when 
there  is  slaveiy  undmieath. 

♦Mr.  duke  :  The  suggestion  of  aUverr 
had  reference  to  the  Orainance.  No* 
the  Chinaman  had  been  depicted  to 
the  course  of  the  debate  as  anytfaios 
but  an  estimable  person,  but  the 
Chinaman  was  good  enough  to  come 
without  any  sort  of  restriction  to  wurl  in 
the  East  End  of  London.  Yet  some  hw- 
Membere  were  not  willing  that  vitk 
any  sort  of  restriction  he  should  work  is 
South  Africa. 

*Major  KEELY  :  Why  do  not  yoo  let 
him  in  free  t 

*Mr.  duke  said  the  people  of  tbe 
country  did  not  want  him  in  free.  Wbei 
his  hon,  and  gallant  friend's  comradee  in 
New  Zealand,  Cape  Colony,  and  other 

rof  the  British  Empire  found  that  hii 
friend's  keen  ^desire  .was  that  tki 
Chinaman^^dd  j((Uied3g^(freely  anoog 
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them  the  eathuaiaam  which  he  now  com- 
manded would  be  somewhat  damped. 

""Major  SEELY  :  No. 

♦Mb.  duke  :  I  am  not  sure  then  that 
I  know  what  my  hon.  friend's  position  is. 

•Major  SEELY  :  The  objection  is  that 
if  he  is  so  distasteful  to  the  inhabitants 
that  they  will  not  let  him  in  as  a  free  man 
— which  it  is  admitted  is  imdesirable — 
he  should  not  be  admitted  with  modified 
freedom,  which  we  call  modified  slavery. 

•Mr.  DUKE:  My  hon.  friend  would 
prefer  the  Chinaman  at  large  to  the 
Chinaman  in  a  compound  t 

♦Major  SEELY:  No. 

*Mr.  duke  said  his  hon.  friend's  objec- 
tion was  to  limitations  being  put  on  the 
Ghinunan.  He  would  prefer  the  China- 
man at  la^. 

♦Major  SEELY  said  that  was  not  what 
he  said. 

*Mn.  DUKE  said  he  had  not  yet 
ffathered  whether  the  objection  was  to  a 
Chinaman  at  large  or  in  a  compound. 

•Major SEELY:  Both. 

Mr.  duke  said  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend's  objection  then  was  to  the  Chinese 
race,  than  whom  there  was  no  more 
industrious,  painstaking,  long-suffering, 
honest  people,  he  believed,  on  the  globe. 
Any  man  who  knew  anything  of  the 
commercial  dealings  of  Chinese  merchants 
throughout  the  Far  East  knew  that  the 
word  of  a  Chinese  merchant  was  as 
good  as  the  bond  of  any  man  in  London. 
The  standard  of  commercial  integrity 
am<mg  Chinese  merchants  could  not  be 
snrowsed.  Hia  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
hadso  deep-rooted  a  distaste  for  a  China- 
man that  he  eould  not  tolerate  him  in 
the  British  dominions.  That  was  not, 
however,  the  objection  upon  which  the 
Amendment  was  founded.  He  did  not 
say  it  was  only  the  political  objection 
or  that  the  defeat  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  the  only  real  objective, 
hot  his  gallant  friend  had  brought 
himself  to  think  Uiis  proposal,  like  so 
many  other  proposals  o>'  the  Govemmoit, 
must  be  wrong.   The  suggestion  that  the 


Chinaman  was  to  flood  South  Africa  was 
a  fallacy,  like  so  many  other  fallacies 
»}attered  abroad  in  this  debate.    Of  4f 
millions  of  Chinese  who  had  emigrated  in 
twenty-  five  years,  upwards   of  four 
millions  had  returned  to  China.  They  did 
not  want  to  settle  abroad.    The  in- 
born dislike  of  the  Buropean  to  some 
Asiatic  races  justified  the  Government  in 
imposing  upon  the  Chinese  d^iring  to 
,  work  in  South  Africa,  some  such  condi- 
tions as  those,  in  the  Ordinance.   He  did 
not  believe  that  any  man  who  declared  his 
true  mind  on  ^s  subject  would  say  titat 
be  desired  to  see  South  Africa  flooded 
wiUi  frw   Chinese  Uboor  and  that 
South  Africa  should  ran  the  risk  of 
becoming  a  Chinese  country.  The  great 
necessity  of  South  Africa  was  labour,  and 
the  gold  which  was  to  be  exported  was 
to  be  the  motive  power  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Transvaal — he  had  almost 
said  the  r^neiation  of  Soutii  Africa. 
He  did  not  dirink  from  considerinK  Hie 
position  of  South  Africa.   Cape  Cdony, 
Natal,  and  the  Transvaal  had  formed 
their  plans  upon  the  belief  that  the  gold 
output  of  South  Africa  was  to  continue. 
It  was  a  mechanical  certainty  if  we 
permitted  it  to  proceed.    The  complaint 
made  against  the  Grovernment  by  the 
supporters  of  the  Amendment  was  that 
they  would  not  put  or  continue  an  absolate 
barrier   aeunst    the   employment  of 
Chinese.   The  Government  proposed  to 
allow  Chinese  labour  there  and  to  put 
certain  restrictions  upon  it.    Capital  was 
locked  up  in  vast  undertakings,  and  the 
expenditure    of     the    Transvaal  had 
increased  by  100  per  cent,  for  the  pivpose 
of  developing  the  country  and  paying  the 
share  of  the  burden  of  the  war  which  the 
colony  had  to  bear.    The  real  question 
before  the  House  was  whedier  it  should 
declare  itself  in  favour  of  the  present 
stagnant  condition  of  South  Africa,  which 
might  brii^  about  a  speedy  Twa,  or 
whether   the  Gk>vwnment  should  be 
encouraged  and  assisted  in  this  proposal, 
which    would   supply   some  additional 
labour  to  the  mines  in  South  Africa,  and 
set  free   the  golden   tide  which  was 
to  renew  its  prosperity. 

Mr.  BBOADHURST  (Leicester)  said 
he  had  given  notice  of  an  Amendment  to 
the  Amendment  now  before  the  House, 
but  after  consultation  with  a  number  of 
hon.  Members  he  found  thB->  general 
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opinion  was  that  they  ehould  have  a  clear 
and  distinct  issue  to  vote  upon,  and  that 
a  second  Amendment  should  not  be  put. 
He  had  put  down  his  Amendment 
to  the  Amendment  for  this  reason. 
The  Amendment  as  it  stood  in  the 
name  of  his  hen.  friend  seemed  to 
convey  an  impresuon  that  we  would 
tolerate  something  in  regard  to  slave 
labour  if  only  it  could  be  approved  of 
or  rejected,  as  the  case  might  be,  by  a 
re/ertmdum.  The  Transvaal  was  a  Crown 
colony,  for  which  the  Government  of 
this  country  was  almost,  if  not  quite, 
as  responsible  as  it  was  for  the  affairs 
of  the  home  laud ;  and  what  he  objected 
to  was  to  relieve,  even  in  the  slightest 
degree,  the  Grovemment  from  the  tremen- 
dous responsibihty  which  they  seemed 
to  be  assuming  of  the  introduction  of 
Chinese  labour  into  that  colony.  He 
had  a  strong  inclination  to  persevere  with 
his  Amendment,  but  as  he  had  withdrawn 
it  he  would  not  pursue  that  part  of  his 
subject  any  further.  He  had  the  ad- 
vantage  of  listening  to  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
who,  if  he  might  say  so,  had  made  very 
good  use  of  very  rotten  materials.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  utterly  failed  to 
prove  his  case,  or  to  give  a  satisfactory 
reason  why  this  great  Assembly,  which 
was  the  centre  of  tiie  Empire,  should  be 
sitting  there  at  the  bidding  of  the  gold- 
mine owners  of  Johannesbn^  to  do  their 
behest  and  rake  l^e  world  through  to 
provide  them  with  cheap  labour.  To 
his  honour  be  it  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  particularly  failed  in  that 
special  behest.  It  would  be  further 
noticed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
never  once  said  tiiat  the  Government 
approved  of,  and  would  fight>  for  the  con- 
summation of  the  Ordinance  ^reed  to 
by  the  mining  Parliament  in  Johannes- 
burg. The  nearest  he  got  to  it  was  to 
apobgise  for  it.  In  the  earliest  part  of 
his  speech  the  right  hon.  Gfentleman  had 
assured  the  House  that,  if  the  Chinese 
came,  they  would  be  limited  to  certain 
areas,  kept  in  compounds,  not  allowed 
to  enter  into  competition  with  the  higher 
grades  of  labour,  and  that  they  would 
be,  all  the  time,  mere  beasts  of  burden  of 
the  lowest  type.  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  combated  the  suggestion  that 
300,000  Chinese  were  wanted.  How  did 
he  know  how  many  ihere  would  be  once 
Mr.  hroadhvrst. 


the  flood-gates  were  opened  ?    The  Gov- 
ernment's masters  in  Johannesbn^  would 
decide  that,  not  the  Government.  They 
were  the  governors  of  Downing  Street, 
and  not  the  men  on  the  Treasury  Bench. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  wmt  on  hizther 
to  diow  that  after  all  he  would  punpa 
the  Cliinese  by  bringing  comlorts  into 
their  villages,  and  by   bringing  their 
wives  and  children.    A  family  averaged 
three  children,  and  even  if  they  limited 
the  immigration  to  100,000  men,  that 
would    mean    the    introduction  of 
500,000  Chinese  into  the  Transvaal  It 
was  said  that  if  the  Cheese  escaped  from 
the  compound,  or  were  away  under  permit 
for  more  than  forty-eight  hoozs,  tiiey 
could  be  arrested  without  warrant ;  bat 
how     could     they     arrest  600,000 
people  ?    The  whole  thing  was  prepos- 
terous and  absurd.    The  Govetninait 
were  asking  the  House  to  agree  to  a  |no- 
posal,  whi^  was  being  rammed  mm 
their  throats  by  the  gold-mining  com- 
panies, for  one  purpose  only — to  allow  the 
Chinese  to  come  into  South  Africa  to  win 
gold  at  a  somewhat  less  cost  than  they 
could  get  it  by  black  or  white  labour. 
Once  they  agreed  to  that  main  principle, 
h  ow  were  they  going  to  put  a  limit  upon  it ! 

As  he  understood  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  argued  that  if 
the  Amendment  prohibiting  Chinese  were 
carried,  the  resources  of  the  gold  antitor- 
ities  would  not  be  exhausted  ;  that  if  we 
rejected  the  Chinese,  it  did  not  foUow  that 
Britishers  would  take  thmr  place.  He 
pointed  out  that  there  was  cheap  labour 
in  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Italy ;  bnt  the 
distinguished  Member  for  Plymouth  had 
added  another  difficult  to  Britons  ob- 
taining employment  in  the  Transvaal 
There  were,  he  eaid,  the  Hungarians. 
[An  Hon.  Msubbb:  And  Poles.]  Oh 
the  Poles  would  be  reaured  for  anotiier 
advocate  of  this  system  of  aUveiy ;  they 
were  not  firing  all  theic  shots  at  onoe.  U 
they  were  reduced  to  the  Hungarians,  little 
as  he  sympathised  with  these  slave-nusteis 
of  Johannesburg,  he  hoped  their  ba^;ain 
with  the  Hungarian  workmen  would  be 
much  more  profitable  and  sataaiactory 
than  the  War  Office  bai^in  with  the 
Hungarians  in  regard  to  horses.  Then 
was  room  for  improvement  in  that  direc-  . 
tion.  The  Colonial  Secretary  wished  the  | 
House  to  understand  that.qinra(fMiiUlitf  1 
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run  all  in  one  channel  in  the  TransTaal.  |  consisted  of  special  pleading  for  his  clients 
He  admitted  that  there  were  little  diiSer- 1  in  Johannesburg  ;  they  were  not  the  de- 
ences  and  contrarieties  in  that  colony ; !  spatches  of  a  statesman  representing  a 
that  he  had  had  a  petition.  Was  there  a  |  great  nation,  sending  home  to  his  Oovem- 
living  man  who  remembeied  a  single  bit :  ment  information  which  tJiey  ought  to 
of  history  in  connection  with  South  Africa  :  be  in  possession  of.  Not  only  was  Lord 
during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years.  |  Uilner  a  partisan,  but  he  actually  used 
who  would  pay  the  sHghtest  attention  to  !  very  thinly  veiled  tiixeats  tlut,  unless  the 
any  written  or  ngned  document  coming '  (JoTcmment  agreed  to  the  demand  of  the 
from  that  tainted  souzce.    They  had  not  {  gold  authorities,  they  would  repudiate 


fo^tten  a  certain  letter  that  was  written 
and  kept  in  order  to  be  dated  to  suit  the 
occasion.  [Ironical  Ministerial  laugh- 
ter.] Yes,  they  could  write  letters  and 
pigeon  hole  them  for  their  own  conveni' 
ence,  and  it  was  easily  nndwstood  that 
they  would  not  be  incapable  of  faking 
petitions,  and  using  that  gentie  influence 
which  was  so  well  naown  in  South  Africa, 
and  which  had  been  so  potent  in  many 
cases,  to  serve  their  ends  in  regard  to 
getting  up  a  petition  in  favour  of  Chinese 
labour.  He  had  read  the  evidence  in 
the  Blue-books,  and  the  Minority  Report 


the  financial  responsibilities  of  the  Trans- 
vaal to  this  country.  He  had  never  read 
anything  more  improper  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life,  and  certainly  he  thou^t 
this  was  a  case  for  severe  reprimimd. 
Lord  Milner  admitted  tiiat  there  was 
some  amount  of  loyalty  in  tiie  Transvaal, 
but  he  said  that  if  we  pressed  for  the  exe- 
cution of  these  financial  responsibilities 
we  would  be  straining  that  loyalty  to  a 
degree  of  danger,  and  therefore  he  warned 
us  to  give  every  latitude  to  these  people 
for  their  financial  convenience.  That 
meant,  tiiere  was  no  doubt,  for  their 


of  tiie  Labour  Commission,  which  was  not '.  financial  profit.  Last  week,  in  order  to 
a  Royal  Commission  at  all.  It  was  a  sort ,  show  the  undue  influence  which  the  great 
of  Tarifl  Reform  Committee  appointed  in  !  vested  interests  had  in  Johannesburg,  he 
South  Africa  in  order  to  vamp  up  public  i  drew  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
opinion  in  favour  of  cheap  labour.  There  !  tary  to  the  delivery  by  the  Post  Office  in 
were  lots  of  countries  which  would  like  I  this  House,  of  circulars  to  Members  of  the 
cheap  labour ;  t^ere  were  lots  of  people :  House  by  some  persons  evidently  inter- 
in  this  country  who  would  like  cheap  i  ested  in  the  success  of  tiie  Motion  for  the 


labour,  and  would  not  be  particular  as  to 
the  nationality  to  which  it  belonged. 
\rere  they  going  to  nm  the  risk  of  bring- 
ing ^mefnl  degradation  on  the  British 
Parliament  for  tiie  sake  of  aliens.  How 
could  they  resist  or  reject  appeals  made 
by  people  nearer  their  own  doors  for 
cheap  labour  ? 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  these 
great  capitalists,  he  did  not  object  to 
them  because  they  were  forei^gners ;  he  circulars  come  from  South  Africa  ? 
did  not  care  whether  they  were  British 


importation  of  Chinese  labour.  The  cir- 
cular  reached  him  by  first  post  last 
Thursday  morning,  and  the  Blue-books 
containing  Lord  Bfilner's  despatches  were 
not  in  the  hands  of  Members  tall  Friday. 
A  summary  of  these  despatches  had  been 
obtained  and  printed  somewhere  and 
circtdated  to  hem.  Members. 

Mr.  swift  BCACNBILL:  Did  the 


or  foreign — but  he  objected  to  them  for 
pursuing  methods  to  enslave  black,  white, 
or  yellow  labourers  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  their  gains.  He  was  against 
them  and  would  oppose  them  to  the  best 
of  his  ability.  Wliat  was  the  condition 
of  things  in  Johannesburg  at  the  present 
moment  ?  The  -capitalists  were  all 
supreme,  and  Lord  Milner,  to  judge  from 
his  despatches,  seemed  to  be  absolutely  in 
their  hands.  He  was  not  the  High  Oom- 
mi8aionert>f  this  Empire,  sending  home  in- 
formation simply  stating  facts.  The  whole 
of  tiie  despatches  numbered  91  and  92 


Mb.  BROADHTTRST  said  that  the  cir- 
culars were  neither  dated  not  contained 
the  printer's  name,  and  there  was  no 
means  whatever  of  tracing  their  origin. 
If  hon.  Members  turned  to  page  7,  and 
other  pages,  they  would  find  that  the 
body  of  the  despatches  was  contained  in 
the  circular.  Now,  who  obtained  posses- 
sion of  the  despatches  ?  Who  wrote  the 
despatches  at  Johannesbui^.  Did  Lord 
Milner  write  them,  or  some  secretary  of 
the  Mine-owners*  Association.  It  was  an 
outrage  on  Parliamentary  rights  and 
privileges,  and  he  hoped  that  thrCsloitml 
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Secretary  would  pursue  his  inTestigations 
and  get  to  know  who  had  first  access  to 
these  very  important  docoments  before 
they  imdied  the  Colonial  Office,  and 
before  they  were  circulated  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  House.  He  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  Oentieman  would  stand  no 
nonsense  about  the  financial  responsi- 
bihtiee  of  these  millionaires.  They  could 
aHord  to  pay.  A  poor  labourer  who 
failed  in  his  public  payment  of  the  educa- 
tion rate  to  the  local  authority,  was  sum- 
moned before  a  bench  of  magistrates  and 
a  distiess  warrant  was  issued  against  him 
unless  he  paid  up.  There  were  plenty  of 
avulable  goods  in  South  Africa  to  levy 
upon,  if  it  were  necessary,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  done.  A  few  yean  back,  because 
YeneBuela  did  not  pay  some  paltry  debt, 
owing  to  he  did  not  know  whom,  the 
dovemment  sent  battlediipB  to  bombard 
Venemelan  towns.  Let  ^em  bombard 
these  fellows  in  Jolwinesburg.  [Laughter.] 
Well,  they  could  bombard  from  guns  on 
land  as  well  as  from  guns  at  sea,  and  he 
would  make  very  short  work  of  these 
men  if  tiiey  threatened  to  refuse  to  fulfil 
their  financial  iwponaibiUties. 

Thb  SSGBBTABT  of  STATE  pob 
INDIA  (Mr.  Bbodrigk»  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  Hear>  hear  < 

Mb.  BROADHURST  said  that  he  was 
glad  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
getting  BO  bright  since  he  left  the  War 
Office.  The  Govnnment  were  not  going 
to  get  out  of  their  difficulties  in  regard  to 
Chinese  labour  by  sheltering  onder  tiie 
robe  of  Canon  Scott  Holland,  nor  any 
■other  authority.  Hon.  Members  had  to 
give  a  plain  and  distinct  vote  whether  they 
were  in  favour  of  cheap  yellow  labour, 
whether  they  were  in  favour  of  slavery 
or  in  favour  of  freedom.  Long  speechM 
and  reading  extracts  from  petitions,  and 
letters  from  men  who  had  won  great 
honour  in  the  war  would  not  avail  on 
this  occasion.  They  had  tocome  into  the 
open.  For  the  first  time  in  his  Parlia- 
mentary life,  for  the  first  time,  perhaps, 
for  many  hundreds  of  years,  they  had 
witnened  the  advent  of  a  Government 
which  had  set  up  its  representative  to 
apologise  and  explain  away  the  importa- 
tion of  foreigners  into  a  British  possession 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  these  would 
work  cheaper  than  British  workmen.  The 

Mr.  Broadhurst, 


Government  were  going  to  have  itstrai^t 
and  they  should  avoid  all  techjucahti«4 
and  stand  up  to  receive  their  puniahmeitt^ 
He  and  those  who  agreed  with  him  were 
going  to  see  who  was  Ua  freedom  and  who 
for  slavery.  That  was  the  i^ue  thej 
were  going  on  in  the  division.  They  were 
going  to  discover  those  who  thought  it 
proper  at  the  call  or  command  of  the 
authorities  in  South  Africa,  to  forsake  thr 
traditions  of  our  grand  old  country,  of  our 
hberty  loving  nation,  that  no  slaveir. 
black,  white,  or  yellow,  should  exist, 
either  for  profit  or  pleasure  ou  any  spot  of 
land  where  the  British  f[a%  floated. 

Mr.  CUST  (Southwark,  Bermondaey) 
said  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  neoea- 
sary  to  say  much  in  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down.   He  complained  of  the  ex  paiu 
nature   of   Lord   Milner's  despatches. 
There  was  only  one  point  which  mi^t  be 
noticed,  and  that  was  where  the  hon. 
Member  declared  that  the  Colonial  Office 
and  the  Government  of  this  countrj  had 
never  been  able  to  stop  the  influx  of 
Chinese,  and  the  result  would  be  that  they 
would  be  doomed  to  such  an  influx  oi 
Chinese  in  Soutii  Africa  as  wooM  be 
entirely  beyond  their  power  to  control. 
If  it  was  claimed  that  the  Transvaal  was 
a  Crown  colony  then  they  could  stop  this 
influx.    If,  ou  the  other  hand,  the  hon. 
Member  claimed  that  it  was  a  seU- 
goveming  colony  then  our  responsibility 
falls  from  us.   As  long  as  they  had  thie 
present  system  of  government  in  South 
Africa,  the  moment  the  Chinese  become 
inconvenient  their  influx  could  be  stopped 
and  their  repatriation  determined ;  but 
the  moment  they  admitted  that  it  was 
a  self-governing  colony  the  stopping  of 
the  influx  of  doiuese  and  their  -vpatria- 
tion  depended  entirely  upon  the  action 
of  the  self-governing  colony.   It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  criticisms  which  had  been 
made  had  been  simply  a  rehash  of  the 
meeting  in  St.  James'  Hall.    They  were 
unable  to  follow  the  temperate  meeting  at 
St.  James*  Hall  closely  because  of  the 
prudential  economy  of  space  exercised  by 
the  newspapers  in  reporting  it.  They 
missed  in  that  ungoodly  fdlowehip  of 
prophets  a  full  flow  of  what  Dr.  Jolmson 
would  have  called  the  anfractnosittes 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Monmouth.   They  found  strangely 
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misfdaced  to-night  the  inverted  inteUt- 
gence  of  their  hoD.  and  gaUant  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  which 
was  habitual  to  him,  and  they  also 
fonnd  the  clarion  call  of  the  Member 
for  North  Camberwell  repeated  to  every 
man  who  had  foo^t  in  South  Africa 
to  tear  oft  his  medals  and  trample  them 
in  the  gutter  should  this  Amendment 
be  rejected.  In  the  House  of  Lords 
everybody  of  authority,  from  a  mining 
prospectus  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
was  quoted  by  the  critics  in  condemna- 
tion of  Chinese  labour  with  the  exception 
of  the  wise  and  temperate  speech  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Oaaterbury.  They  had 
had  similar  speeches  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  was  the  speech  of  the 
Member  for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  who,  like 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  and  others 
who  belonged  to  the  new  school  of  poli- 
ticians, was  fully  prepared  to  give  his 
faithful  support  to  any  Leader  who  would 
follow  him.  His  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
would  follow  any  Leader  on  either  side 
of  the  House,  and  he  had  availed  himself 
of  two  opportunities  of  doing  so  within 
the  last  two  days.  His  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  had  explained  what  he  called  the 
ludicrous  nature  of  some  of  the  statements 
made  by  those  who  favoured  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  He  told  them  that 
the  aver^  nmnber  of  a  Chinese  family 
amounted  to  a  wife  and  three  children, 
but  even  if  that  be  the  case  the  same 
argument  will  apply  to  the  constituency 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  was  extra- 
ordinary of  generation.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Camberwell  repeated  the 
story  of  the  soldiers  who  had  foi^;ht  in 
Sonth  Africa,  and  he  told  the  soldier 
to  tear  off  his  medals  and  the  badges  of 
his  honour  and  his  8overeign*s  approba- 
tion, and  fling  them  in  the  gutter.  The 
hon.  Member  for  North  Camberwell  was 
one  of  the  leading  edncationists  in  the 
House,  and  surely  he  would  be  better 
occupied  in  the  ranks  of  the  passive  re- 
sists than  in  stimulating  mutiny  in  the 
ranks  of  tiie  Anny.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  complained  that  the  question 
of  the  introduction  of  Asiatic  labour 
was  not  brought  up  before  the  Commis- 
uon.  Of  course  it  was  not,  because  it 
was  not  relevant  to  tiie  reference  of  that 
Commission.  The  whole  object  <A  that 
Commission  was  to  find  how  far  it  was 
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poflsible  to  supply  the  labour  needs  of 
tiie  Truisvaal  from  South  Africa  and 
Centi^l  Africa.  The  hon.  Member  com- 
plained that  the  white  population  of  South 
Africa  were  coming  back  to  this  country, 
shipload  after  shipload.  That  was  the 
Government  case,  for  their  object  in  in- 
troducing Chinese  labour  was  to  keep 
the  white  pf^oktion  in  Sonth  Africa. 
The  sdieme  suggested  by  tiie  GU>vem- 
ment  bad  been  aevised  to  remedy  tiiis. 
The  most  stertling  of  all  the  criticisms 
which  had  been  made  was  the  attack 
made  upon  the  regulations  which  allowed 
materials  for  religious  idols  to  be  sent  to 
the  proposed  Chinese  cooHes  in  Sonth 
AfriM.  Do  they  mean  that  the  Chinese 
who  valued  so  mnch  that  religious  ob- 
servances should  not  be  allowed  to  wor- 
ship in  their  own  way  in  South  Africa  1 
Surely  it  was  one  of  the  first  principles 
of  the  British  Empire  to  give  ample 
facilities  to  every  creed  and  to  every  race 
which  exMtod  under  the  wing  of  that 
Empire. 

He  was  not  concerned  about  de- 
fending millionaires,  but  if  they  were 
deahng  with  finance  relating  to  South 
Africa,  let  them  approach  the  question 
in  a  much  larger  sense.  He  would  re- 
mind tJie  House  that  the  amount  of  money 
the  millionaires  in  Bonth.  Africa  might 
get,  was  only  a  very  small  fraction  of  the 
money  which  the  development  of  the 
Transvaal  would  distribute  all  over  the 
world.  The  central  gold  supply  of  the 
world  lay  in  South  Africa,  and  conse- 
quentiy  not  only  was  the  commerce  and 
prosperity  of  South  Africa  concerned,  but 
the  prosperity  of  tike  whole  worlddepended 
to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  steady 
supply  of  that  precious  metal.  If  this 
industry  was  not  developed,  not  only 
would  the  millionaires  suffer,  but  also 
the  shareholders,  as  well  as  the  labouring 
population.  He  believed  there  were  about 
100,000  shareholders  averaging  about 
£87.  If  they  considered  the  number  of 
companies  waiting  to  be  developed  they 
could  gauge  the  limitation  which  was  now 
!  being  placed  upon  our  prosperity  in  South 
I  Africa,  and  tboughout  the  world,  by  this 
stegnation  of  the  mining  trade.  This 
'  was  a  much  larger  question  than  that 
!  which  concerned  only  financiers  and 
I  bankets,  for  it  embraced  the  larger  basis 
of  the  gold  supply  aiJti^iiyWo^SOQHS 
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did  not  intend  to  traverse  all  the  ground 
vhich  had  been  gone  over  by  the  Secre* 
tary  for  the  Colonies,  for  nobody  could 
have  more  exhaustively  covered  the 
general  aspect  of  the  question  than  he 
did.    There  was  always  prejudice  against 
millionaires  and  against  men  who  had 
made  vast  fortunes  in  a  short  time. 
There  was  always  a  prejudice  against  mil- 
lionaires and  foreign  shareholders,  and 
tiiere  was  a  very  natural  prejudice  which 
confused  the  gamble  of  the  Stock  Ex- 
change, which  it  justly  condemned,  with 
the  essential  interests  of  a  great  colony. 
Then  there  was  the  sentiment  they  had 
heard  so  much  about  to-night  in  regard 
to  Lord  Milner,  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and   every  official  and  mine-owner  in 
South  Africa,  who  were  accused  of  trying 
to  indnce  this  country  to  become  cdave- 
dealers  and  do  a  manifest  injustice,  in 
order  that  some  men  might  pursue  their 
lust  for  gold.    The  sentiment  consisted 
of  two  varieties.    First  there  was  the 
sentiment  which   attributed   to  Lord 
Hilner,  the  Transvaal  Govenunent,  and 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  they  were 
avaricious  stock  jobbers,  and  in  reality 
nothing   more   than   organised  slave- 
dealers,  seeking  to  force  upon  a  reluctant 
white  people  an  equally  reluctant  body 
of  indentured  slaves,  and  that  slavery 
which  was  the  ruin  of  nations.  The 
second  variety  of  sentiment  was  that 
which  objected  to  Chinese  simply  because 
they  were  Chinese,  and  must  be  the  un- 
doing of  any  State  except  their  own. 
Such  sentiments  from  papers,  speeches, 
and  conversations  seemed  not  infrequent. 
His  object  was  to  try  to  clear  away  all 
sentiment  and  prejudice  and  to  get  at  the 
heart  of  the  matter.    He  would  try  to 
show  that  ike  real  issue  was  not  only  one 
which  concerned  the  future  of  the  black 
man  or  the  white  man,  but  that  it  involved 
notonly  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Trans- 
vaal but  of  alt  South  Africa,  of  England, 
and  even  more  closely  the  future  of  the 
British  Empire  as  well.    He  wanted  to 
show  that  Uus  question  was  not  only  one 
of  industrial  and  economic  importance, 
but  it  was  also  of  vast  political,  moral,  and 
Imperial  importance. 

'  The  shortage  of  labour  in  South  Africa 
was  universally  admitted,  and  it  was  no 
new  question.  In  the  year  1835  the  Dutch 
settlers  in  Cape  Colony  themselves  were 
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compelled  by  the  shoita^  of  labour  to  in- 
troduce BfalayB  from  tiieir  Bastem  posses- 
sions, and  to  this  they  owed  the  variegated 
and  picturesque  Malay  population  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula  to-day.  Natal  was  ochd- 
peUed  to  introduce  neaxiy  100,000  Indias 
coolies  to  work  their  mines,  nmply  becanM 
she  was  not  able  to  find  a  sufficientsapply  of 
labour  amongst  her  own  inhabitants.  Is 
Cape  Colony  within  the  last  twebre  yean 
two  committees  had  been  formed  by  tbv 
Cape  Colony  Government  to  consider  thii 
question,  and  to  look  for  some  source  of 
labour  supply  outside  the  Colony.  The 
last  conunittee  sat  in  1893,  and  indeed 
far  earlier  than  that  the  Cape  Ck)lony  had 
petitioned  uumimonsly  in  favour  of  the 
introduction  of  Chinese  labour,  and  a 
recommendation  to  this  effect  was  unani- 
mously passed  by  the  Cape  Aasembly. 
Finally,  at  Bloemfontein  in  March,  190$, 
there  was  held  a  Conference  of  the  cfaosea 
representatives  of  all  the  British  Cotonin 
in  South  Africa,  and  they  passed  unani- 
mously the  following  resolution — 

"  That  thiB  coofereDce,  after  oonsidering  lU 
availabte  statistics,  aad  hearing  the  repeats  <d 
the  highest  official  authorities  of  the  wTgnl 
States,  has  come  to  the  ooDoloaioa  that  tb« 
native  population  of  Africa  south  of  tha  Zambea 
does  not  comprise  a  auffioimit  namber  of  adoh 
males  capable  of  work  to  satisfy  the  normal  n- 
ments  of  the  several  Colonies,  aod  at  the  aaaie 
time  fnrniah  an  adequate  amount  of  I«,botir  for 
the  large  industrial  and  mining  oentres.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  eviaeot  to  the  coo- 
fereace  that  the  opening  of  new  sooroee  of  labour 
supply  is  requisite  in  the  intereeta  of  all 
South  AfcKHUi  States." 

The  greatest  authorities  in  South  Africa 
upon  the  labour  question  were  present  at 
that  conference,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  whole  conference  found,  after  doe 
consideration,  that  there  was  not  sufBciat 
labour  for  the  normal  lequirementfi  of  the 
white  people  of  South  Africa.  But,  &r, 
those  who  were  not  present  ai  the  Bloem- 
fontein Conference  appeared  to  be  not 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tion. They  said  that  the  members  of  the 
conference  were  prejudiced,  and  that  the 
information  put  before  them  was  not  suffi- 
cient in  detail,  or  suffidentiy  correct;  to 
warrant  their  arrivii^;  at  this  decision; 
and  then  it  was  that  representatiTes  in 
the  Transvaal  of  all  classes  of  opinion 
went  to  the  High  Commissioner  and  begged 
him  to  appoint  a  ComiQiauon  lor  Uior- 
onghly  investigwtii^  t^iaJflbiQ^  i^estioaiL, 
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in  order  tiiat  the  world  might  knoir  once 
and  for  all  if  there  really  was  sufficient 
labour  in  South  Africa  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  Transvaal.  The  Commission 
commenced  its  sittings  on  the  3rd  of  July 
last  for  the  purposes  of  making  inquiries 
as  to — 

"  What  amount  of  labour  ia  ueceseary  for  the 
requirements  of  the  agncultoral,  mining,  and 
other  indtutriei  of  the  Transvaal,  and  to  asoer- 
tsin  hov  for  it  is  poaaiUe  to  obtain  anadequate 
supply  of  labour  to  meet  auch  requirementa 
from  Central  and  Southern  Africa." 

There  were  two  Reports  made  by  that 
Commission.  Out  of  the  twelve  Com- 
missioners ten  drew  up  a  Report  which  was 
known  as  the  Majority  Report,  and  two 
drew  up  a  second  Report  which  was  known 
as  the  Minority  Report.  The  Minority 
Commission  Report  was  signed  only  by 
two  members  out  of  the  twelve,  and  they 
appeared  to  be  the  only  two  gentlemen  in 
the  Transvaal,  of  approved  authority,  who 
opposed  the  present  proposal.  The  new 
Majority  Report  laid  down  four  conclu* 
sions — 

(1)  That  the  demand  for  native  labour 
for  agriculture  in  the  Transvaal  is  largely 
in  excess  of  the  present  supply,  and,  as  the 
development  of  the  country  proceeds, 
this  demand  vrill  giestiy  increase. 

(2)  That  the  demand  for  native  labour 
for  tiie  Transvaal  mining  industry  is  in 
excess  of  the  present  supply  by  about 
129,000  labourers ;  and,  whilst  no  com- 
plete data  of  the  future  requirements  of 
the  whole  industry  are  obtainable,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  mines  of  the  Wit- 
watersrand  alone  will  require,  within  the 
next  five  years,  an  additional  supply  of 
196,000  labourers. 

(3)  That  the  demand  for  native  labour 
for  other  industries,  including  railways, 
is  greatly  in  exce»  of  the  present  supply, 
and  will  increase  concurrently  with  the 
advancement  of  mining  and  agriculture. 

(4)  That  there  is  no  adequate  supply 
of  labour  in  Central  and  Southern  Afnca 
to  meet  the  above  requirements. 

He  would  deal  with  the  Minority 
Report  later  on.  They  mi^t  take  it  for 
granted  that  at  least  there  existed  at 
present  an  immense  shortage  of  labour 
in  Soutii  Africa,  despite  the  important* 


desperate,  and  almost  grotesque  attempts 
to  obtain  it.   Take  the  case  of  mines 
alone  as  the  central  industry.  Native 
labour  alone  in  1899  totalled  112,000  as 
compared  with  68,000  to-day.    The  case 
of  the  mines  was  only  one  out  of  many 
industries,  raising  this  cry  for  labour,  but 
it  was  the  most  urgent.    It  had  been 
made  a  reproach  that  this  clamoni  for 
labour  was  confined  only  to  the  mine- 
ownera.    It  had  also  been  said  that  com- 
merce and  agriculture  were  to  be  sacrificed 
in  South  Africa  to  the  greed  of  milUon- 
aires.    The  evidence,  showed  that  every 
interest,  every  trade,  whether  of  oom- 
panies  or  individuals,  raised  exactly  tiie 
same  demand  for  more  unskilled  labour. 
Unskilled  labour  was  the  bans  of  every 
industrial  trade  in  the  world.    This  was 
not  in  the  least  a  mine-owners*  grievance, 
and  South  Africa  called  for  labour  as  a 
whole.   The  mines  said  tiiat  the  railways*^ 
had  too  much,  and  agriculture  said  tiiat 
the  mines  and  railways  were  ruining  litem. 
Commerce  dedared  that  itwashopelesBty^ 
handicapped  by  tiie  want  of  labour.  The 
same  cry  went  up  all-round.   On  page  92 
of  the  last  Blue-book  would  be  found  the 
claims  of  commerce,  from  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  on 
page  149,  that  "  farmer,  grower,  servant, 
everybody,"  d^randed  on  mineral  de- 
velopment ;  on  page  106  the  bitter  com- 
plaint of  tiie  nulways  of  shortage  of 
labour  and  of  the  impossibihty  of  con- 
struction ;  on  page  179  the  statement 
of  the  Chamber  of  Trade  making  the  same 
demand ;  and  finally,  on  page  116,  tibiere 
were   chemists,    metallu^psts,  minenrf, 
engineers,  geologists,  doctors,  pharma- 
ceutists, ardbiteots,  accountants,  auditors, 
electricians,  surveyors,  and  even  dentists 
joining  in  tiie  same  demand  for  a  supply 
of  outside  labour.    In  the  face  of  that 
evidence  of  a  simultaneous  cry  for  the 
same  thing,  it  was  surely  idle  to  suggest, 
except  on  the  assumption  that  everybody 
was  a  hireling  of  the  mines,  that  it  was 
only  in  the  interests  of  the  millionaaie 
mine-owners  that  this  increase  of  Iftbour 
was  demanded.   By  a  majority  of  ten 
to  two  the  Commission  came  to  tiie  con- 
clusion tiiat  muchmorelabour  was  needed. 

But  it  had  been  asked:  '*  What  has  been 
done  to  find  this  labour  ?  "  Everythipg 
had  been  done  and  large  expenditure  in- 
curred in  the  endea^onpet«ycHtitj^^d§w« 
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sources  of  African  labour  to  meet  the 
demand  in  the  TransTaal. 

*Hajor  SEELY  :  Except  the  raising  of 
wages. 

Mr.  oust  admitted  that  wages  by  a 
great  mistake  had  been  lowered,  but  ^ey 
had  since  been  raised  to  their  former  level, 
and  in  many  cases  beyond,  but  the  rate 
of  living  had  increased.  Every  part  of 
Africa  had  been  ransacked  to  supply 
labour  to  the  Transvaal  and  ike  British 
colonies.  The  mine-owners  had  gone,  not 
only  to  every  British  colony,  but  also  to 
every  Qerman  colony,  to  Cierman  East 
Africa,  to  German  West  Africa,  Egypt, 
Congo,Madagascar,Abys8inia,and3omali- 
land ;  an  enormous  amount  of  money 
has  been  spent  in  the  endeavour  to  get  a 
supply  of  labour ;  but  in  each  case  the 
answer  was  the  same,  "  We  cannot  spare 
any  labour ;  we  want  more  ourselves."  It 
had  been  suggested  tiiat  the  whole  of  these 
efforts  were  a  blind  and  a  pretence,  that 
they  were  merely  a  means  by  which  the 
Transvaal  millionaire  might  the  more 
easily  slide  in  the  servile  labour  he  desired. 
Against  that  imputation  of  bad  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  Labour  Association,  there 
was  the  unimpeachable  word  of  Sir  (God- 
frey Lagden,  the  head  of  the  Native  De- 
partment, than  whom  no  one  knew  the 
native  territory  better,  and  than  whom 
no  one  had  rendered  better  service  to  the 
natives  of  South  Africa.  Sir  Godfrey 
Lagden  had  stated  that  be  and  his  Depart- 
ment were  perfectly  cognisant  of  the  work 
of  the  Labour  Association,  that  they  had 
followed  it  closely,  that  they  beUered  it  to 
be  genuine,  thorough,  and  unintermittent, 
and  that  tiie  agents  employed  by  the 
Association  were  perfectly  suitable  for 
their  work.  As  a  possible  means  of  forcing 
African  labour  into  the  service  of  the 
Transvaal,  it  had  been  suggested  that  a 
certain  amount  of  compulsion,  direct  or 
indirect,  should  be  used.  Which  would 
the  Opposition  prefer—compulsion  such 
as  the  fioers  exercised  in  the  old  days,  or 
Chinese  labour?  Then  t^erewasthe  sugges- 
tion of  a  change  in  the  tribal  system,  and, 
thirdly,  a  change  of  native  land  tenure. 
Who,  rememb^ing  what  had  happened 
in  the  last  sixty  years  with  lefennce  to 
the  tribal  system  and  native  land  tenure, 
remembering  the  enormous  upset  and  the 
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enom^us  risk  which  tiioee  who  daied  to 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  most  inti- 
mate traditional  rights  of  the  natiTe» 
would  run,  would  suggest  that  any  Got- 
emment  would  not  rather  face  the  poeaiUe 
inconveniences  of  Asiatic  laboor  than 
complete  overturn  of  a  country  whoe  oat 
nominal  servants  were  in  l^e  proportin 
of  ten  to  one  of  ^eir  maateia  *  As  to 
the  Minority  Report,  it  read  not  so  mvk 
as  a  Report  on  tiie  evidence  itself  as  t 
hostile  criticism  of  the  Majority  Repcvt 
It  took  the  Majority  Report  and  dealt 
with  it,  ignoring,  except  in  one  or  tvo 
favourable  instdbces,  the  evidence  brought 
before  the  Commission.  Its  main  pointt 
were  denied  by  every  other  autikority. 
The  framers  of  that  Report  seemed  to 
deny  Uiat  there  was  any  hurry,  or  an; 
need  for  immediate  action,  and  to  suppose 
that  the  ideal  of  1899,  before  the  war,  wu 
quite  sufficient  to  aim  at.  They  combined 
an  unbased  but  most  sanguine  optimim 
as  to  the  future  of  the  Transvaal  with  as 
entirely  unbased  suspidtm  of  the  evidsim 
with  which  t^ey  did  not  agree.  -  Moreover 
one  of  the  two  members  who  signed  it- 
Mr.  Quin — only  six  months  ago  was  a 
member  of  an  important  deputation  to 
the  Government,  which  desired,  as  labow 
was  so  short,  that  all  railway  oonstructioa 
should  be  put  off  until  a  further  supplr 
had  been  obtained. 

The  result  of  the  shortage  of  labour  had 
been  absolute  stagnation  in  every  field  of 
development  by  which  the  Transvaal 
might  be  made  a  rich,  solvent,  and  self- 
supporting  State.  According  to  his  b^i 
any  further  efficient  supply  of  black 
labour  was  unattainable.  What  then  weie 
the  alternatives  ?  First  of  all,  by  far 
the  best  alternative  would  be  British 
white  labour  if  it  could  be  obtained. 
No  one  would  deny  that  if  they  could  get 
prosperous  and  self-reqiectuig  white 
Brit^  labour  for  tiie  remunerative  and 
the  less  remoneiative  ports  of  Traw- 
vaal  work  aU  would  be  satisfied.  It  was 
argued  that  we  had  done  it  in  Australia, 
and  that  it  had  been  done  in  America. 
That  was  perfectly  true,  but  there  were 
two  things  to  be  remembered.  One  was 
that  in  America  and  in  Australia  they  had 
practically  no  black  population  to  deal 
with.  The  other  point  was  that  the  ores 
they  were  working  yielded  three,  four, 
or  five  times  to^ltdfa  W^l^^^^btained 
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in  the  Transvaal,  and  consequently  there 
was  that  enormous  margin  to  spend  on 
wages.   Two  experimenta  in  white  labour 
had  been  tried  already  in  South  Africa, 
one  indirectly  through  the  mines,  and  the 
of^er  directly  through  Gorerament  em- 
ployment in  tiie  construction  of  railways. 
No  doubt  they  were  well-intentioned, 
bat  they  were  profoundly  unsuccessful. 
Extracts  might  be  read  from  various 
reports   of  committees  of  both  mine 
managers  and  engineers    showing  the 
history  and  the  results  of  those  experi- 
ments.  The  details  and  the  figures 
showed  that  they  were  economically  im- 
possible and  socially  most  undesirable. 
Considering  the  loud  cries  of  earnestness 
hon.  Members  opposite  had  emitted,  he 
thought  it  was  their  duty  to  read  very 
carefully  the  particulars  given  in  the 
Blue-book  before  they  made  up  their 
minds  as  to  the  employment  of  white 
labour  in  South  Africa.    On  this  question 
of  the  employment  of  white  labour  in 
South  Africa,  nobody,  unless  he  betiered 
that  Lord  Milner  and  every  other  official, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  grade, 
all  ihe  experts  and  the  mine-owners,  were 
knaves  and  liars,  could  doubt  the  cumula- 
tive evidence  embodied  in  the  Blue-book 
to  the  effect  that  British  white  labour 
was  imposoible.   And  surely  tlie  reason 
was  not  far  to  seek.   A  white  man  would 
never  work  at  the  same  task  as  the  black 
man.   The  situation  in  South  Africa  was 
a  totally  new  one  in  the  history  of 
modem  civilisation.    It  was  the  case  o! 
white  man's  country  and  white  man's 
climate,  where  white  men  could  live  and 
breed,  but  with  an  enormous  and  over- 
whelming preponderance  of  free  black  men 
who  would  not  work.    In  the  Southern 
States  of  America  the  black  population 
were  wholly  bond  and  slave.   In  Aus- 
tralia and  in  Western  America,  daring 


the  period  of  development,  the  coloured 
races  of  both  continents  were  practically 
non-existent.  Botli  were  white  man's 
countries,  and  in  both  white  worked  by 
the  side  of  white  in  the  highest  and  the 
lowest  labour.  India  was  not  a  white 
man's  county,  so  tiie  question  did  not 
there  arise.  But  in  South  Africa  it  arose 
in  fierce  and  fearful  reaUty,  and  it  was 
upon  the  treatment  of  Hh&t  question  that 
the  whole  future]  of  South  Africa  de- 
pended. 

But  the  question  was  asked — If  tiiey 
could  not  get  British  white  labour 
why  not  try  white  labour  from  other 
countries  ^  Let  the  House  consider  the 
results  of  such  an  importation.  In  Natal 
they  had  the  Indian  coolie.  Indian 
coolies  could  be,  to  some  extent,  controlled 
though  their  number,  tiieir  stdtm  as 
British  subjects,  and  their  trading  capa- 
cities and  commercial  freedom  had  proved 
of  infinite  difficulty  in  Natal.  But  in 
Natal  it  was  laid  down  that  no  British 
subject  could  have  any  political  privilege 
in  the  country  to  which  he  had  emigrated 
higher  than  that  which  he  enjoyed  in  the 
country  &om  which  he  came.  But  over 
other  white  men  we  should  have  no 
control  whatever.  If  they  imported 
100,000  Hungarians,  Bohemians,  or  what 
not,  they  would  get  them  cheap,  but  they 
would  get  them  nasty.  They  would  set 
up  a  lower  standard  of  Uving  and  a  lower 
standard  of  life,  and  the  British  emigrant 
would  be  exposed  to  a  competition  from 
which  he  could  not  be  protected,  and 
which  would  ultimately  ruin  him.  They 
could  not  prevent  the  white  man  or  quasi- 
white  man  getting  the  franchise,  or  com* 
peting  with  the  British  white  labourer 
or  white  tradesman  in  every  possible 
way,  or  lowering  the  standard  of  lii 
and  the  standard  of  lifts  tz^nnuf^ 
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who  intooduced  oomiptioiL  into  the  politics 
of  New  York,  first  into  the  municipal  and 
then  into  the  national  Legislature,  and 
finally  by  a  vagrant  and  easily  purchased 
vote  obtained  control  oi  the  national 
Oovemment.  The  right  hon.  Gentlnnui 
the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen,  who 
was  not  a  calumniator  of  America,  speak- 
ing of  tiie  "  poor  white  trash  "  introduced 
into  America  by  this  syetaa  had  said — 

"Shifticw,  ignorant,  imimnidMitk  with  no 
aiiDB  in  the  present  nor  hope  for  the  futore, 
oiticens  in  nothing  but  the  poaeieitHi  of  Totes, 
th^  were  a  standing  repioach  to  the  syBtem  that 
fcoduoed  them,  and  tiw  most  oMtvincing  proof 
ol  its  economic  u  well  u  its  moral  fallnn." 

Surely  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
labour  contains  less  danger  than  the  in- 
finite national  evil  suggested  by  that  sen- 
tence. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Aberdeen  had  disposed  of  the 
theory  that  all  labour  in  the  Transvaal 
could  be  put  into  the  huida  of  white 
men.  As  to  wages  in  the  years  1902-3 
the  total  wages  fund  in  the  Transvaal  in 
salaries  and  wages  amounted  to 
£4,700,000.  Out  of  this  tottd  the  whites 
received,  roughly  speaking,  £3,500,000, 
and  the  blacks  £1,250,000  ;  that  was  to 
say,  the  whites  received  some  70 
per  cent,  of  the  total  wages  paid  to  the 
workers-  in  the  mineral  works  of  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  correct  percentage  was  only 
thirty  for  white  labour. 

Hr.  CUST  believed  his  figures  were 
correct.  The  facts  being  as  he  had  stated, 
what  alternative  was  there  but  that  of  the 
introduction  of  Chinese !  That  was  the 
only  tiling  left.  One  objection  to  the 
Chinaman  was  that  be  was  a  Chinaman. 
That,     course,  he  could  not  help^  and  he 
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believed  one  of  the  first  prinraples  d 
Liberalism  and  even  of  hanuuiity  was  tint 
no  man  should  be  penalised  for  congeuitial 
defects.  It  was  admitted  that  be  he^ 
to  build  up  California  ;  he  undoubtedlr 
did  a  great  deal  of  pioaeering  in 
Australia ;  and  in  countries  like  Borneo, 
Singapore,  and  ehiewhere,  he  was  found  to 
be  invaluaUe  as  a  servant  and  laboom.  Ai 
to  the  treatment  of  tiie  Chiqese  they  voold 
be  entirely  protected  in  China  ;  they  would 
enlist  there ;  tiiey  would  go  freely ;  tbey 
would  know  vhen  they  were  going ;  thej 
would  take  their  wives  and  families ;  sod 
at  the  end  of  their  time  they  would  be 
repatriated.  As  to  the  Englishmen,  the 
British  Consul  would  be  on  the  spot,  ind 
cases  of  excess  or  of  pressure  beyond  legiti- 
mate limits,  would  be  reported  by  him  to 
the  proper  authorities.  The  oppositioo  to 
the  propmal  came  largely  from  prejudice 
and  sentiment.  At  this  time  of  day,  afto 
we  had  gone  tiu*ough  the  late  wmr  for  the 
sake  of  South  Africa,  it  was  absurd  thst 
prejudice  and  «ientiment,and,  he  ventured 
to  say,  cant,  should  be  allowed  to  stand  is 
the  way  of  a  great  ecwomical  and  Imperii! 
necessity. 

What  other  opposition  wns  tha«t 
There  was  the  opposition  of  Cape 
Colony.  Cape  Colony  was  in  the  throes 
of  a  general  election,  and  it  was  always 
difficult  to  guage  the  real  opinicm  (rf  a 
community  at  such  a  time.  But  on  two 
occasions,  years  ago,  Cape  Colonists  theio- 
selves  petitioned  for  the  importation  of 
Chinese  labour.  There  was  thm  only  the 
opposition  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
We  valued  our  colonies,  but  it  was  scHne- 
what  absurd  that  New  Zealand,  with  i 
popubtion  about  equal  to  tiiat  of  a  pro- 
vinoial  town  in  £ngUnd,Bhoa]d  dictate  the 
policy  of  the  Empire  in  this  matter.  As  to 
the  change  el|j^f»pOo&|^  Africa,  if 
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hon.  Members  would  only  read  the  des- 
patches, addresses,  petitions,  and  the 
debates  in  the  LegialatiTe  Council,  they 
would  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves 
whether  there  was  not  such  a  Uiing  as  a 
bond  Jide  opinion  eren  in  South  Africa. 
Lord  Milner  saw  the  danger.  He  had 
changed  his  opinion  because  he  knew  the 
real  state  of  things  and  the  impending 
disaster ;  he  had  laid  himself  open  to  the 
charge  of  inconsistency  in  order  to  sup- 
port what  he  believed  to  be  the  only 
salvation  of  the  country.  If  there  was 
any  one  lesson  writ  large  in  our  colonial 
history,  written  in  blood  and  tears,  it  was 
the  awful  danger  of  interference  with  the 
men  on  the  spot,  ike  men  who  wanted, 
the  men  who  knew.  In  hardly  any  case 
of  interference  by  the  home  Government 
had  the  results  been  satisfactory.  No- 
where had  that  lesson  been  learnt  with 
greater  fulness  or  bitterness  and  sorrow 
than  in  South  Africa.  From  the  days  of 
Somerset  to  the  days  of  BarUe  Frere  the 
finger  of  Downing  Street  had  been  a  curse 
on  the  land.  Left  to  Sir  fiartle  Frere 
there  might  have  been  no  retrocession  of 
the  Transvaal,  no  Majuba,  none  of  the 
weariness  of  the  flesh  and  the  friction 
between  Dutch  and  English,  no  Transvaal 
Wu*,  and  Aere  might  not  have  been 
the  anxiety  and  distress  of  toniay. 
Both  Parties  had  been  equally  to  blame. 
He  asked  the  House  and  all  who  valued 
our  colonial  future  to  see  that  Downing 
Street  to-day  did  not  interfere  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Colonies.  Downing  Street 
used  to  be  a  by- word ;  she  wtiB  so  no 
longer,  and  she  now  asked  the  House  to 
give  its  assent  to  the  wishes  of  the  Trans- 
vaal Colony.  Therefore,  it  was  not  only 
on  economic,  social,  and  national  grounds, 
but  also  on  the  lai;ger  ground  of  Imperial 
p(^oy  that  he  respec^uUy  orged  '  the 
House  to  reject  ^is  Amendment, 


Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
said  he  proposed  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  and  lay  a  few 
general  considerations  before  the  House. 
We  commenoed  the  late  war  inSouth  Africa 
and  carried  it  on  «rith  the  object  of  enfran- 
chising certain  persona,  and  of  enabling 
Englishmen  to  live  under  the  franchise 
and  liberty  in  the  Transvaal  Were  they 
doing  that  at  the  present  moment  t  They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  in  the  recent 
debate  about  the  iniquities  of  dumping. 
But  what  were  they  doing  at  present  in  the 
Transvaal  t  Dumping  down  Chinese. 
They  bad  been  told  that  they  ought  to 
listen  to  the  voice  of  the  Colonies — that 
the  unity  of  the  Empire  depended  on  this. 
Well,  Cape  Colony,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand  had  protested  against  the  action 
of  His  Majesty's  (Government  in  this 
matter,  and  in  the  Cape  Colony  the  pro- 
test had  been  so  strong  that,  although  the 
two  political  parties  had  been  divided  by 
a  bitter  feud,  each  at  the  recent  General 
Election  tried  to  obtain  support  by  declar- 
ing against  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
labour  into  South  Africa.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  naturally  based  his 
defence  on  financial  grounds ;  he  had 
said  that  the  Transvaal  would  assuredly 
be  rained  unless  workers  could  be  obtained 
for  the  mines.  It  did  not  signify  how  or  . 
where  they  were  obtained,  but  the  main 
object  was  to  secure  them.  Already 
some  pressure  had  been  used  upon  the 
South  African  natives  to  induce  them  to 
work  in  the  mines,  and  now  it  was  sought 
to  get  forced  labour  from  China.  Every- 
body knew  that  where  slavery  was  adopted 
in  mineS'  the  mine-owners  gained.  Years 
ago  it  was  adopted  in  the  Spanish  Colonies 
and  the  minC'Owner  gained  although  the 
Colonies  might  not  have  benefited.  Asiatic 
labour  was  forbidden  in  Australia  and  in 
the  United  States  and><Sitfiliifir 
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WM  stronglj  agaiiMt  i%4  Yet  the  mine- 
ownen  wore  seeking  to  get  thk  labour  in 
the  Tmavaal  mines.  They  pleuled  that 
they  eoold  not  get  natire  labour,  but  was 
it  not  lik^  that  they  themselves  created 
1^  d^enlty-tn  ngutd  to  labour  inSool^ 
Africa  because  they  wanted  power  to  pay 
what  wages  they  pleased  <  They  were 
not  particularly  scmpnloas.  They  got 
op  a  zerolntion  becanse  they  said  they 
were  helot^  and  since  then  they  had  been 
endeavouring  to  obtain  peimission  to 
employ  forced  labonr.  Before  the  war 
took  place  in  1897,  beoanse  tiiere  were  so 
many  native  boys  unable  to  obtain  em- 
ployment, wages  were  reduced  30percent,. 
and  it  was  noteworthy  that  in  Ur. 
Fitxpatiick*B  "Official  Defence  of  the 
War"  it  was  declared  that  the  aim  of  the 
war  was  to  reduce  wages,  and  that  the 
effect  in  the  Transvaal  wooid  be  a  saving 
of  £650,000  in  the  annual  wage  bill.  The 
only  object  of  the  mine-owners  from  the 
first  had  been  to  reduce  the  wages  bill. 
They  tried  to  cat  down  the  rates  before 
the  war,  and  again  as  soon  as  the  war 
was  over.  That  was  what  the  war  was  for. 

Mb.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stowmarket) 
said  that  in  June,  1899,  the  Boer  Govern- 
ment by  produnation  reduced  tiie  native 
wages. 

Mb.  LABOUGHERE  said  Hiat  in  that 
instance  the  Boer  Government  unfortu- 
nately yielded  to  the  importunity  of  the 
mine-owners.  No  doubt  they  thought 
tke  mine-owners  were  supported  by  public 
opinion  in  this  country  and  that  there- 
fore it  would  be  wiser  to  yield  that  point. 
The  late  Colonial  Secretary  invented  a 
sohone  by  which  he  thou^t  he  would  be 
able  to  drive  the  natives  into  the  mines 
by  pointing  cat  to  thera  tiie  advantages 

ifr.  Labauchere. 


of  pofygamy.   An  extra  wile  was  added 
as  a  bait,  but  he  said  they  would  have 
to  pay  £3  pw  annum  for  her.    He  him- 
self was  happy  to  say  ^lat  that  achttnc 
did  not  succeed.    Hie  next  tiling  thej 
found  was  that  convicts  were  emploTed 
on  the  mines,  but  t^ey  were  not  seat 
underground;  and  it  was  now  leeuivod 
for  tjiis  House  to  oblige  tiie  TransvasI 
mine-owners  by  providing  them  with 
Chinese  labour  for  underground  work. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Coloni*! 
Secretary  went  out  of  his  way  to  pruse 
the  mine-owners.  He  would  not  go  out 
of  his  way  to  abuse  them ;  but  it  vta 
extraordinary  t^at  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  have  praised  them  whn  it 
was  well-known  their  only  object  was  to 
make  millions  out  of  poor  men.  Aboat 
12,000,000  persons    must   have  been 
induced  to  gamble  in  South  Africaa 
mining  shares,  and  the  eminent  gentlemoi 
whom  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  delighted 
to  honour  were  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word  promoters  of  mining  companies, 
some  of  which  might  pay,  but  the  majority 
of  which  would  not  pay.    What  thej 
wanted  was  to  humbug  fools  into  baying 
their  shares.   No  doubt  the  introdnctun 
of  Chinese  labour  would  benefit  the  mine- 
owners  and  would   also   benefit  the 
12,000,000  gamblers  who  were  induced  to 
gamble  in  mining  shares.   He  ahoold  lifca 
to  know  how  many  of  tjiose  gambleis 
were   in  the  House.    It  had  been 
decided  with  regard  to  public  homes 
that  a  magistrate  who  was  interested 
could   not  vote;    and   he  wondered, 
if  gentlemen  who  were  interested  in  South 
African  mines  were  excluded  from  voting 
on  the  Amendment,  whether  the  majority 
would  be  in  favour  of  this  sdieme  <A 
shkvery  in  South  Africa.    He  did  no 
think  that  ti^iz^oh^Pir^ll^  be  nay 
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benefit  to  the  TiansTaal.   The  object  of 
persons  who  kept  ahops  was  to  get  cus- 
tomers, and  where  there  was  a  large 
population  of  working  men  thera  would 
also  be  a  liurge  number  of  shops.  But 
the  Chinese  would  not  be  allowed  to  go 
to  the  shops  in  the  Tranivaal,  and  they 
would  eat  nothing  bat  rice,  which  would 
be  imported  from  their  native  land.  Tha 
mine-owners,  the  friends  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  made  no  secret  as  to 
what  their  object  was.   They  said  their  : 
object  was  politick,  and  that  they  were 
afraid  of  trades  union?  and  men  who 
had  votes.   They  were,  therefore,  trying 
to  build  up  a  great  British  xK>sseB3iou 
with  a  working  population  of  slaves. 
said  there  was  no  place  in  the  British 
Empire  for  such  a  colony.   The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    talked    about  the 
£35,000,000  loan,  but  he  should  like  to 
know  whether  there  was  any  bai|;ain 
between  Ute  late  Colonial  Secretary  and 
the  mine-owners  with  regard  to  that 
loan.     It  was  true  the  mine-owners 
undertook   to   underwrite  £10.000,000 
of  it,  bat  they  shirked  out  of  thit. 
He   would    like    to   know    if  there 
was  any  bargain  with  the  mine-owners 
with  regard  to  foreign  labour  in  South 
Africa.     Hs   confessed  it  looked  as 
if  there  had  been.   If  this  scheme  was 
not  slavery,  what  was  slavery  ?  If  it  was 
not  slavery,  it  was  only  not  slavery  very 
much  in  the  same  sense  as  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  a  protectionist  Government, 
The  Chinaman  would  be  taken  away 
from  China  and  would  have  to  spend 
three  years  in  servitude.   If  he  quitted 
his   location  and  was  found  walking 
about  as  any  free  man   might,  he 
would  be  arrested,  and  if  he  did  not 
work   he   would    be    punished  with 
six   months*  hard    labour.   When  his 
children  were  sixteen  years  of  age,  unless 
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they  consented  to  enter  into  the  same 
servitude,  they  would  be  sent  back  to 
China.  He  asked— Was  not  that  sUvery  1 
Then,  again,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  the  Chinaman  was  to  be  allowed 
to  take  as  many  wives  with  him  as  he 
pleased.  What  would  be  the  position  of 
those  wives  and  their  numerous  families  1 
The  real  truth  was  that  there  was  no 
pretence  that  this  was  not  slavery.  Lord 
Onslow  said  that  the  Chinese  would  be 
taken  from  China  and  put  into  loose 
boxes.  Was  that  a  proper  way  to  talk 
about  human  beings  1  He  was  glad  to 
say  that  such  language  had  shocked  a 
great  many  bishops,  with  whom  he  was 
not  always  absolutely  in  accord.  Some 
of  them  protested  in  the  name  of  humanity 
against  the  monstrous  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  a  disgrace 
to  China  to  agre^  to  this  proposal,  and  it 
was  a  disgrace  to  this  country,  which 
fancied  itself  to  be  a  civilised  nation,  to 
try  and  force  it  on  the  Chinese.  In  1655, 
when  Peru  contracted  with  the  Chinese 
Government  for  the  export  of  coolies,  a 
very  different  Government  from  the 
present  Government,  the  Liberal  <3overn- 
ment  of  the  day,stepped  in  and  protested  in 
the  name  of  humanity  against  Peru  doing 
what  it  was  proposed  that  this  country 
should  now  do.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
said  chat  it  was  monstrous  Co  attack  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Transvaal. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  would 
not  dare  to  look  Africa  in  the  face.  He 
himself  did  not  know  what  that  meant ; 
but  the  Legislative  Council  consisted  of 
nominated  men.  He  would  as  soon  think 
of  producing  the  House  of  Lords  as  the 
best  Assembly  in  this  country  as  of  assign- 
ing to  the  Legislative  Council  that  position 
in  South  Africa.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man went  out  of  his  way  to  insult 
General  Botha,  Greneral  Delarey^aiid  others 
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who  wen  honoured  and  respected  not 
only  by  the  Boers  but  by  many 
men  in  this  country.  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  think  that  that  was  the  best 
way  to  gain  over  the  Boers  to  his  cause, 
or  calm  feeling  between  the  two  races  in 
South  Africa  1  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man abused  General  Botha  because  he 
wrote  to  him  stating  that  the  Boers  were 
i^ainst  this  proposal;  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  of  that  gallant  foe  that 
he  did  not  believe  him  and  that  he  would 
not  be  tricked  by  such  a  paltry  device. 
He  protested  against  this  iniquity  which 
was  contemplated  by  the  Government ; 
and  he  thought  it  was  very  unfair  that 
they  had  not  been  given  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  question  except  on  the 
debate  on  the  Address.  In  the  debate 
on  the  last  Amendment  one  Minister  said 
he  would  vote  for  a  grbat  fijsoal  change 
because  the  Prime  Minister  was  absent ; 
another  Minister  said  he  would  vote  for 
it  because  Russia  was  at  war  with  Japan. 
He  asked  hon.  Gentlemen  not  to  have 
any  confidence  in  such  Mimsters.  Their 
abiUty  might  be  greats  but  it  was  latent; 
and  their  x>oUcy  might  be  ezceUent,  bat 
Mr,  LahoHchere, 


no  one  knew  what  it  was.  He  askM 
every  hon.  Gentleman  to  remembw  that 
every  vote  given  against  the  Amendment 
would  be  a  vote  in  favour  of  alavery  titd 
against  democracy  and  freedom  and  tfa« 
working  men  of  Eng^nd.  The  oooise  of 
the  Government  was  nearly  ran.  Tbr 
day  of  judgment  was  yawning  for  ^em. 
when  th^  would  have  to  acconnt  to  tfe 
country ;  and  he  oould  aBsare  Ministers 
that  if  the  Liberals  got  a  majority  at  the 
next  election,  Ihe  very  firat  thing  ther 
would  do  would  be  to  reverse  Uiia  p«riicT. 
which  was  a  disgrace  and  a  dishonoar  to 
the  country. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,** — {Mr. 
Malcolm) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  rraumed  To-morrow. 


WILD  BIRDS  PROTECTION  ACTS  AMEND^ 
MENT  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  oonunittad 
for  to-morrow. 


Adjourned  at  tiiree  minutes  bdm 
Tvetre  o*ok>ek. 
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PUBLKJ  BILLS 

DEALT  WITH  IN  VOLUME  CXXIX. 

Those  marked  thus*  are  GoTeroment  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
the  last  column  refer  to  the  pa^e  in  this  volume.  "  [H.L.] "  following  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  originated  in  die  Lords.  , 


(A.)   House  of  Lords. 


Title  o(  Bill. 

Bronfiht  ia  bj 

Progi  wi. 

Local  Authorities  (Qualifica- 
tion of  Women)  [H.L.] 

Earl  Beaudtamp 

Koad  1*  11th  Feb.  (964) 

Newcastle  Chapter  (Amend- 
ment) [H.L.] 

Lord  Bishop    of  St. 
Alhans 

Bead  1"  12th  Feb.  (1139) 

Polling  Arrangements  (Par- 
liamentary Boroughs) 

[H.L.] 

Lord  XihbUsiiale 

Read  1*  13th  Feb.  (1138) 

Foiling  I^ricts  (County 
Councils)  [H.L.] 

L&rdBSMetdale 

Readl"  12th  Feb.  (1138) 

*Soa  Fisheries  [H.L.] 

Earl  <^  0»sU*w 

Read  1*  2nd  Feb.  (73) 
Read  2'  16th  Feb.  (1454) 

Select  Vestries  [H.L.] 

Bead  1'  2nd  Feb.  (6) 

Weights     and  Measures 
(Metric  System)  [H.L.] 

Lord  Kelvin 

R«ad     2Dd  Feb.  (73) 

(B)  House  of  Commons. 

TiUe  of  BlU. 

Brougbt  In  by 

Froftnw. 

Aged  Pensioners 

Mr.  ItemnaiU 

Read  1*  5th  Feb.  (483) 

Aged  Pensioners  (Na  2) 

Mr.  Ooulding 

Read  1-  5th  Feb.  (484) 

Agricultural  Education  in 
Elementary  Schools 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings 

Read  1*  16tii  Feb.  (1601) 

Agricultural  Holdings 

Mr.  Chanuing 

Read  I*  5th  Feb.  (487) 

Church  Discipline 

Sir  John  fFilUa 

Read  1"  5th  Feb.  (484) 

Coal  Mines  (Employment) 

Sir  CharUs  DUke 

Read  1'  15th  Feb.  (1339) 

Coal  Mines  Regulation 

Sir  Charks  Dilke 

Read  1*  8th  Feb.  (699) 

Colonial  Marriages 

General  Laurie 

Read  !•  5th  Feb.  (486) 
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(6.)   House  of  Gohuons — eontmuad. 


TiUe  of  Bill. 

Brought  In  bj 

Conspiracy  (Ireland) 

Mr.  Voogan 

Bead  1"  9th  Feb.  (734) 

Contempt  of  Court  (Ireland) 

Mr.  Sfuehff 

Bead  1"  9th  Feb.  (734) 

Coroners'  Inquests  (Railway 
Fatalities) 

Mr.  Channinff 

Bead  V  5th  FeK  (487) 

Easement  of  Light 

Mr.  Fletcher  MouUon 

Bead  1'  9th  Feb.  (840) 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(1901)  Amendment 

Mr.  2'enntaU 

Bead  1"  6th  Fab.  (1340) 

Franchise  and  Kemoval  of 
Women's  Disabilities 

oir  l/futries  Intke 

Keaa  i*  otD  reo.  \4Da) 

Hall-marking    of  Foreign 
Plate 

Mr.  Samuel  Koberts 

Bead  1-  dth  Feb.  (483) 

Highways 

Mr.  Henry  Hothouse 

Read  !•  9th  Feb  (733) 

Home  Industries 

Colonel  Denny 

Bead  1*  16ch  Feb.  (1500) 

Irish  Lights  Board 

Captain  Dondati, 

Bead  1*  9th  Feb.  (734) 

Irish  Tobacco 

Mr.  William  Redmond 

Bead  1'  5th  Feb.  (485) 

Jury  Acts  (Ireland) 

Mr.  John  Campbell 

Read  1'  9th  Feb.  (734) 

Lands  Valuation  (Scotland) 

Mr.  M'Crae 

Read  1«  15th  Feb.  (1339) 

Laud  Values  (Assessment 
and  Bating) 

Mr.  Trevelyan 

Read  1°  5th  Feb.  (480) 

Leaseholds  Enfranchisement 

General  Laurie 

Bead  1*  5th  Feb.  (483) 

iji(|Uor  1  ramc  uocai   v  eco 
(Scotland) 

BST.  n  timer  uratff 

[veaa  i  otn  reo.  ^4ooi 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto 
(Wales) 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts 

Read  1'  16th  Feb.  (ISOl) 

Local  Authorities  (Taxation 
and  Purchase  of  Land) 

Mr.  Logan 

Read  1°  5th  Feb  (486) 

Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Acts  Amendment 

Mr.  Field 

Bead  1»  5th  Feb.  (483) 

Ijocal  Taxation 

Mr.  Cr^}p8 

Bead  V  5th  Feb.  (484) 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased 

Wiffl's  Sifltftr 

Mr.  Charles  Seely 

Boadl-  5th  Feb.  (481) 

Medical  Act  (1886)  Amend- 
ment 

General  Laurie 

Read  1"  5th  Feb  (486) 
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Tula  crfBUL 

Brought  In  br 

FngMM. 

Merchandise  Marks 

Sir  Howard  Finemi 

Besd  !•  6th  Feb.  (486) 

inercDanv  oiupping  ^jj1kiii<~ 
houses) 

Mr,  Plwtumr 

neaa  X  Ova  rcD.  {ViZf 

*Metropolitaii  Improve- 
ments (Funds) 

Mr.  Vidor  Cavendish 

Bead  1'  11th  Feb.  (1340) 

Mines  (Eight  Hours) 

Mr.  Osjjumd  Williams 

Read  1'  5th  Feb.  (482) 

Ministry  of  Commerce 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair 

Bead  1*  5th  Feb.  (483) 

Musioal  CopTright 

Mr.  Mount 

Read  !•  6th  Feb.  (480) 

Nurses 

Dr.  Fargruha/rson 

Bead  V  16th  Feb.  (1339) 

Old  Age  Pensions 

Mr.  Spmr 

Bead  1*  6th  Feb.  (486) 

Old  Age  Pensions  (No.  2) 

Mr.  Channing 

Read  1"  5th  Feb.  (487) 

Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly 
Societies) 

Mr.  Reynold  Lucas 

Read  P  6th  Feb.  (480) 

Bill  withdrawn  10th  Feb.  (854) 

Outlawries 

Read  1"  2nd  Feb,  (481) 

irTeTenuon  oi  jrouunon  oi 
lUvers  and  Streams 

iSw  TrCmCM  irOWtn 

1' fith  ITaK  iA.Hi.\ 

XMNHl  1    UvU  fOU.  I^OtJ 

Private    Legislation  Pro- 
cedure (Wales) 

Mr*  Vaughan-Dams 

Bead  1*  6th  Feb.  (484) 

Public  Libraries 

Mr.  Tennant 

Read  1"  15th  Feb.  (1340) 

Public  Libraries  Acts  (Ex- 
tension) 

Mr,  Kenifon 

Read  P  12th  Feb.  (1266) 

Public  Trustee 

Sir  Howard  Vincent 

Read  1"  5th  Feb.  (486) 

Purchase  of  Land  (Enghrnd 
and  Wales) 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings 

Read  V  16th  Feb.  (1500) 

Railways  (Private  Sidings) 

Sir  John  Bnmnar 

Read  1*  6th  Feb.  (480) 

Registration     of  Clubs 
(Irehind)  [10] 

.Mr.  (/Nail 

Read  V  5th  Feb.  (482) 

Re-vaccination 

Sir  John  Tuks 

Read  1"  5th  Feb.  (483) 

Roman  Catholic  Disabilities 

Removal 

Mr.  M'Kean 

Read  1'  9th  Feb.  (733) 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 
on  Saturdays  (Ireland) 

Mr.  Sloan 

Keaa  1°  ota  xeb.  (4o7) 
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Title  uf  BUI. 

Brought  in  bf 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 
on  Sunday 

Mr.  Perks 

Read    5th  FeK  (485) 

- 

Savings  Banks  Acta  Amend- 
ment 

Sir  Albert  RoUit 

Read  P  5th  Feb.  (487) 

Shops 

Sir  Chta  les  Dilke 

Read  1-  5th  Feb.  (485) 

Small  Dwellings  (Acquisi- 
tion) 

Sir  Thomoi  ^rigktson 

Read  1"  9th  Feb.  (733) 

Small  Holders  (Scotland) 

Mr.  Blaek 

Read  1"  5th  Feb.  (488) 

Small  Holdings 

Mr,  Jem  Callings 

Road  I"  16th  Feb.  (1500) 

Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act 
(1881)  Amendment 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts 

Read  1'  6th  Feb.  (488) 

Town  Tenants  (Ireland) 

Mr,  MacV'engh 

liead  1"  5th  Feb.  (480) 

Trade  Marks 

Mr.  rleicher  MmtUon 

Read  1*  9th  Feb.  (840) 

Trades  Unions  and  Trade 
Disputes 

Mr.  FaulUm 

Read  I"  5th  Feb.  (481) 

Tuberculosis  (Animals) 
Compensation 

Mr.  Price 

Read  1°  5th  Feb.  (483) 

Wages  Boards 

Sir  VharUs  DUks 

Read  I'  9th  Feb.  (734) 

Weights  and  Measures 

Mr.  Bousffdd 

Bead  I«  5th  Feb.  (481) 

Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts 
Amendment 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 

Read  !•  9th  Feb.  (734) 
Read  2°  16th  Feb.  (1600) 
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APPENDIX  II. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS,  SESSION  1904. 


lasT  OF  UuLBS,  Ordbr^  Sic,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Session,  and  are 
required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon  the  Table  of 

the  House. 


Title  of  Paper. 

Date  from  which 
the  Period  runs. 

Period  to  lie  up<Mi 
the  Table. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act*  (Particulars  of  Piece  Work 
Wages)  (Wearing  Apparel), — Copy  of  Order,  dated 
17th  December  lS)3,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  applying,  vich  modiiica- 
tionn,  ttie  provisions  of  Section  116of  The  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  to  the  manufaotnre  of  Wearing 
Apparel,  and  revoking  the  Order,  dated  22nd  April 
1897  [1  Edv.  VII..  c.  22,  s.  126  (8)] 

2  February 

40  days 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Special  Exception— Cream- 
eries},—Copy  of  Order,  dated  23rd  October  1903,  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
in  ponitiance  of  Section  42  of  The  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Ac^  1901,  granting  certain  speciid  exceptions  to 
Crwuneries,  and  revoking  the  Oraer  (Ireland),  dated 
9th  Jane  1902  [1  Edw.  VII.,  c  22,  s.  126  (3)] 

2  February 

40  days 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acta  (Special  Exception— Over- 
time),— Copy  of  Order,  dated  29th  December  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  Section  49  of  The  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  with  regard  to  the  overtime 
employment  of  women  on  not  more  than  30  days  in 
the  year  ;  and  revoking  all  existing  Orders  [1  Edw. 
VII.,  c.  22,  H.  126  (3)] 

2  Felffuaiy 

40  days 

Factory  and  Workshop  Aces  (Manufacture  of  Earthen- 
ware and  China),— Copy  of  Amended  Special  Rules, 
dated  30th  December  1901  and  2Sth  November  190;t, 
for  the  Mannfectore  oi  Earthenware  and  China,  as 
established  by  Uie  Awards  of  the  Umpire,  Lord  James 
of  Heteford  [58  and  59  Vic,  c.  37.  s.  28] 

2  Febmary 

40  days 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Dangeroasand  Unhealthy 
Industries),  —Copy  of  Regnlations,  dated  21st  Novem- 
ber 1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  De|iaTtment^  in  pursuance  of  Section  79  of  The 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  19U1,  for  the  Mannracturc 
of  Electric  Accumulators  [1  Edw.  VII.,  c.  22,  s.  84} 

2  February 

40  days 

Factory  iind  Workshop  Acta  (Health— Bakehoaaea),— 
Copy  of  ()rder  made  ny  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  dated  30th  December  190.3,  in 
pnnmant^  of  Section  3,  sub-section  (2),  of  The  Factorj- 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  modifying  the  proportion  of 
cnldc  feet  of  space  to  be  provided  in  certain  Bakehonneit 
ri  Edw.  VII.,  c  22,  s.  126(3)1 

2  February 

— Qigji 

40  days 

zriby  Google 
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Title  of  Paper. 

Date  from  which 
the  Paiodmnii. 

Period  to  lie 
the  Table. 

Factory  and  Workfibop  Acts  (Special  Exception — Lime 
Wasning),  Copy  of  Order,  dated  2nd  November  1903, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment in  pnrsoance  of  Section  1  (4)  of  The  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  gating  special  exceptions  from 
the  proTisions  respeotins  linie  washing,  &c.,  to  owtain 
faotoriee  and  parte  of  lactories ;  and  revoking  the 
Orders  dated  16lh  November  1895,  8th  February  1896, 
and  28th  March  1902  [1  Edw.  VII.,  c  22,  8.  126  (3)] 

2F6lxiiar7 

40  days 

Inebriate  Reformatories  (Regulations),— Coot  of  R^^- 
laUcms  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  ior  tiie  Home  Department  for  tba  management 
and  discipline  of  the  cwtified  Inebriate  Reformatory 
at  Aekworth,  Yorkshire  [61  and  02  Vio. ,  c.  60,  s.  21  ( 1 )] 

2  February 

4  weeks  (vhilst 
Uie  Hoaaeii 
■ittipg) 

Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1S99  (Kegnlationa  for  State 
InebriateReformatories)— Copy  of  New  R^latiomn 
made  hy  the  Secretary  of  State  for  th»  Home  Depart- 
ment, preBcribing  the  diet  for  ill-condneted  or  idle 
inmates  of  Slate  Inebriate  Reformatories, and  revoking 
Kegnlations  64  (b)  and  66  {b),  and  so  raaoh  of  Appendix 
A.  as  relates  to  the  diot  of  ill-condneted  or  idle 
inmates  of  the  Regulation  dated  21st  Jniw  1901  [61 
and  62  Vic,  c.  80,  s.  21  (1)] 

2  Febmaiy 

4  weakd  (whibt 
the  House  is 
ritttng) 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland),— Copy  of  Time  Table 
of  Eiaminatums  for  1004  [41  and  42  Vic.,  o.  66,  s.  6] 

2  February 

40  days 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland) — Copy  of  Additional 
Rule  as  to  Experimental  Sdene6andl>ra'wing£41  and 

42  Vic,  c.  66,  s.  6] 

2  Febmaiy 

40  clays 

Intermediate  Education  (.Ireland),— Copy  of  Amended 
Rules  for  the  Examination  in  Music  [41  and  42  Vic., 
c.  66,  H.  6] 

2  Febniary 

4  days 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland),— Copy  of  Additional 
Rule  as  to  Experimental  and  Practical  Science  [41  and 
42  Vic.,  0.  66,  8.  6] 

2  February 

40  days 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act  (Ireland),  1877,— Copy 
of  Order  in  Connoil,  dated  1st  December  1903,  giving 
etlect  to  a  Kuie  ot  Uourt  (40  and  41  vie.,  c.  67,  s,  oUJ 

2  Febniary 

100  sittangda;* 

Supreme  Court  of  J udicature  Act  (Ireland),  1877, — Copies 
of  two  Order<i  in  Council,  dated  Slat  January  1904, 
giving  effect  to  Rnle8  of  (3ourt  [40  and  41  Vic,  c.  57, 
«.  69] 

2  February 

100  aitCiog  dayi 

Univeruities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877  (Cam- 
bridge),— Copy  of  Statutes  made  by  the  GovemiDg 
Body  of  Gonvflle and  Caius  College, Cambridge, on  16th 
March  1903,  in  substitution  for  the  existing  8tatuie» 
of  the  CoUege  [40  and  41  Vic,  c.  48,  s.  60] 

2  February 

12  ireaks 

Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877  (Cam- 
bridge),—Copy  of  Statutes  made  bv  the  Governing 
Body  of  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge,  on  22nd  Jane 
19U3,  in  snbatitntlon  for  Statute  XXV.  of  the  Statutes 
of  the  College  [40  and  41  Vk.,  c.  48,  b.  60] 

2  February 

12  weeks 

Univerrities  of  Oxford  and  CambridM  Act,  1877 
(Oxford), — Copy  of  Statute  made  Uie  Governing 
Body  of  New  Coll^,  Oxford,  on  17th  June  1903, 
amending  certain  clanses  of  Statute  III.  of  the  Statutes 
of  the  Cotlaim  r40  sjid  41  Vi<'    n.  48  a  fiOl 

2  February 

12  weeks 
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List  of  Kvles,  Orders,  &c—conHnued. 


Title  oi  Paper. 

Date  from  which 
the  Period  runs. 

Period  to  He  upou 
the  Table. 

Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877 
(Oxford), — Copy  of  Statute  made  bnr  the  Prraident  and 
Fellows  of  St.  John's  CoUwe,  Oxford,  on  16th  May 
1903.  amending  Statute  XV..  1,  of  the  Statates  of  the 
CoIIacta  tAtt  luid  41  Via.  a.  4A  ft  flOl 

2Febniary 

12  weeks 

Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  A<^,  1877 
(Oxford), — Copy  of  Statute  made  by  the  Goreming 
Body  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  on  24th  April  1903, 
&matulin0  RtiLttibi  IV  7  of  fcha  StatntM  nf  thu  rVtllamt 

[40and41Vio.,o.48,a.60] 

2  February 

12  weeks 

UniveiKities  (SeoUaiid)  Act,  1S89  (Ordinanoe).— Copy 
of  University  Court  Ordinance  No.  IX.  (Eabbnrgb, 

IITimhiIbI  lintm  fm  I1m>H»iihm  nf  Tt^^h^lj™  T 
ii  V.  Of  inncuiKitiwiB  lur  vims  a^kvot  of  onomvux  w  jjaw j 

[52  and  J^io..  a  60,  s.  20] 

2  February 

12  weeks 

Pul  lie  Records  (Disposal  of  Documents), — Copy  of 
Additional  Rale  onder  the  Pnblic  Record  Office  Act*, ' 
1877  and  1898,  for  the  disposal  of  certain  DoeanientB 
[40  and  41  Tic,  a  66,8.  1] 

2Febniary 

60  days 

T^iililin    Itwviwla   fflnl/inla.1    AIIInAt      C^jtmr   nt  RjthoAnl^ 

coDtaininf^  a  List  and  Partlenlats  of  Cmssefl  of  Docu- 
ments existing  or  accruing  in  the  Office  of  His 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonial  Department,  which  are  not  considered  of 
omoi'icUv  puujic  voiov  vO  jiioiiiv  LuOir  prviorvouuu  in 

the  Public  Record  Offioe  [40  and  41  Vie.,  o.  66,  ■.  1] 

Q  Valn-n*pw 

4  weeka 

Royal  Paiks  tuid  Gardens, — Copy  of  Provisional  Rnles 
for  the  Roy»l  P»Aa  and  Gardens  in  connection  with 
the  R^olations  preseribttd  by  The  Parks  R«galation 
Act,  1S72  [36  and  36  Vic,  c  16,  s,  9] 

4  February 

One  month 

Holyrood  Park, — Copy  of  Rule  for  Holyrood  Park  in 
connection  with  toe  Regulations  prescribed  by  The 
Fuks  RegaUitiftn  Act,  1872  [36  and  36  Vic,  o.  16, 

M  01 

4  Febrnary 

One  month 

Summary  Jnris<liction  Acts,— Copy  of  Rule,  dated  30tb 
December  1903,  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  under 
Section  '29  of  the  Sunioiary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  as 
10  the  taking  of  recognizances  by  the  governor  of  a 
prison  [Vi  anti  49  v  ic,  c,  w,  s,  m  \S)j 

9  Felmiary 

One  month 

Swv  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888,— Copy  of  Order 
made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  for  the  variation 
of  the  Order  creating  the  Southern  Sea  Fisheries 
District  [51  and  52  Vic,  c.  54,  s.  1  (4)] 

10  Febrnary 

30  days 

Poor  Pri-onera'  Defence  Act,  1903,— Copy  of  Draft  of 
Kales  propoeed  to  be  made  by  the  Attorn^  Gmeral 
with  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Chancelkn-  and  the 
Secretary  ot  Stale  for  the  Home  D^tartnmit,  in 
pursusnce  of  Section  2  of  the  Poor  Prisoners*  Defence 
Act,  1903  [42  and  43  Vic,  c  22,  s.  8] 

11  February 

40  sitting  days 

Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1890  (Regulations)  (Ireland),— 
Copy  of  Bqgalatknis  for  Si  ate  Inebriate  Reformatories 
in  Ireland  ^1  and  62  Vic,  c.  60,  s.  21  (1)] 

18  February 

4  weeks  (whilst 
the  Honse  ia 
sitting) 
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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED  EDITION]. 
FIRST   VOLUME   OF   SESSION  1904. 

FEBRUARY  2— FEBRUARY  16. 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

ills:  Head  Firdt,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  iR.,  2r.,  3b.  [c]  =  Commons,  {t.}  —  Lords. 
Ameadt.  =  Amendment.  Oa.  =  Ubsenrations.  Qt.  =  QaestionB.  A$.  =•  Auswere. 
Com.  =  Committee.  Con.  =  CoosideratioD.  Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with 
Rending  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate  took 
place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  d»cussed  in  Committee 
of  Bapply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under  Members'  Name»,  without 
reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Aalestuul  Disaster 

Clothing  and  food  from  Great  Britiun— 

Del  lay  io  Despatch  of. 

Q.  Capt.  Norton,  ^.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Feb.  4,  333. 

Abercom,  Dnke  of 

Chairmanship  of  Committees  —Temporary 
renigQatiun  of  Earl  of  Morlcy  and 
appointment  ni  Lord  Balfour  of  Bur- 
leij?h.  Feb.  !:?,  1140. 

Aberdeen,  Earl  of 

Mace<lonian  Crisi?'—  Htsforin  I'roiK>''al», 
Policy  of  tlic  British  Uoverniuent,  etc. 
Frh.  15.  1276. 

Tranfivaal,  Iniportition  of  Chinr»>e  Lnltour 
to,  Feb.  U,  1 173. 

Accidents 

Railway — Retum.s  (Jan. -Sept.,  lO'i-l)  and 
Reports  of  In.iiHJcting  Otiicei-s,  pre- 
sented, Feb.  4,  322-32.?  ;  /Vft.  n,  m2. 

Street  Arciileot«,  Motroj>Mita'',  witli 
covered  vans — Rogulatiunn  an  to  Ctm- 
Htmction  of  Vans — Adoption  in  other 
Towns. 

(Js.  SirT.  Dewar  ;  A».  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  5,  474  ;  Feb,  9, 
72t. 

Ackworth,  Torkshire 

Ineliiiate  Reformatory — RcjfuliilionK  for 
Mana^ment  of,  preaente<i,  Feb.  3,  67. 
98. 


Actoo  ImiiroTement  Bill 

c.    IR.*  Feb.  4,  308. 
2r.'  Feb.  0,  711. 

Admiralty 

First  Lord — Earl  of  S-Iborne. 

Financial  Secretary— }At,  E.  G.  Pretyma'i. 

Adrianopld  Vilayet 

Condition  of— Reason  for  omission  from 
Macedoai'in  Reforii'.  Scheme. 
Vs.  Mr.  H.  Law,  Feb.  S,  300  ;  Feb.  i 
:Wl  ;  Earl  Percy,  3(i4 ;  Earl  of 
Lytton,  Feb.  J.',,  1273. 

Africa.  Central 

British  Protectorate. 

Chirotnn  and  Hlnntjre  Railway  Cn  i- 
slniction  --  Wiishiug   awa^v    '  f 
Eniliiuiknient— Cost  per  inilc  *tf 
Contract. 
Q.  Mr.  \Veir;j4.  Earl  Per  y 
Feb.  11,  1017, 1027. 

Trade,  etc  -  Reixirt  prcnentcd,  Fc': 
54,03. 

Labour  for  South  Africa,  «ee  title  Tramt- 
vaal— I^ubour  QaeaUon. 

Africa,  East 

Geolo^nr  of — Report  preffiiiitod,  FiSh.  J,  oi, 
93. 

Nigeria,  see  that  title. 

S..maUland,  sec  that  me  GoOqIc 

ITRanda.  »n  that  titter        *  O 
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Africa.  South 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of,  we  under 
TraosTmal. 

Darlian — Military  Stores  deatnf^A  at— 

Reaaon  for  DeBtniction— Amount  and 
Value  of. 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeUl ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forstor,  Feb.  8,  574-576. 

Expeoditare  under  Loan  Aot. 
Q.  Mr.  Bochaiian,  A.  Mr.  Lytteltcm, 
Feb.  10,  84&-846. 

(}aniiioQ  in — Arrangements  for  honsinc 
Families  of  82nd  Battery,  Royal  Field 
Artillery. 

Q.  Mr.  Crooks  ;  il.  iMr.  Amold- 
Fotster,  Feb.  IS,  1311. 

Military  Maps  of— Increasing  Facilities 
for  Preparation  of. 

Q.  ljeut.-CoI.  Tufnell ;  A.  Mr. 
Araold-Forster»  Feb.  11,  1016- 
1017. 

Natal,  tM  that  title. 

Omissiini  of  reference  to,  in  the  King'** 
Speech. 

Ob.  Earl  Spencer,  Feb,  S,  29;  Mu-- 
quesB  of  Lansdowne,  44  ;  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannennan,  129 :  Mr. 
J.  mlis,  168. 

Orange  River  Colony,  we  that  title. 

Trade. 

Exports  of  produce  and  mann&wtnres 
from  Great  Britain,  Increase  in— 
Btatistica  for  1893  and  1903. 
Of.  Earl  Grey,^el>.  IS,  1146. 

Position  and  Prospects— Report  from 
Special  Commissioner  presented, 
Feb.  »,  60,  86. 

Transvaal,  see  that  title. 

War,  eee  tiUe  Sonth  African  War. 

Africa,  Sonth- West 

Frontier  delimitation  —  Agreement  with 
Portugal  as  to   settlement  liy 
Arbitration- 
King's  Speech,  References  in  the,  Feb. 
S  2, 

0*.  Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  t,  14. 

Africa,  West 

Congo,  see  that  tiilc. 

Gold  Coaot—Annual  Report  (1902)  pre- 
sented. Feb.  t,  54,  90. 

Aged  Pensioners  BUI 

c.    IR.*  Feb.  5, -m. 

Aged  Pensioners  (No-  2)  Bill 
c.  iB.*  Fa.  s,  484. 

Agrarian  Ontrages,  Ireland 

Uetnms  presented,  Feb.  S,  58,  88. 

Agricnltoral  Education  in  Elementanr 
Schools  Bill 

r.    In."  Feb.  16,  1501. 
10 


AgxienUnral  Holdings  BUL 

e.    liu*  Feb.  £.487. 

Agricnltoral  Labourers,  Ireland 

Migratory  Labourers — Report  for  19N, 
pres«ited,  Feb.     61.  88. 

Agrienltnre,  Board  of 

President— Rt  Hon.  Eari  of  Onalow. 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Isurtnictui 
Department,  Ireland 

President— Rt.  Hon.  G.  Wyndham. 

Vote,  Savings  effected  on. 

Q.  Mr.  ^aoVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wy»d- 
ham,  Feb.  It,  119& 

Agriculture 

Cider  making— Report  preseirted,  S, 
63,89. 

Cyprus— Fand  (1902-3)— Despatdi  eonr- 
ing  Report  <m,  preMUted,  Feb.  S,  fiS, 
91. 

Ireland. 

Aore^s  under  Crops  —  Nnmbw  s( 
Live  Stock  in  each  Coanty  lad 
Province,  1902-3 — Abstracc  pre- 
sented, feb.  S,  51,  88. 

Bee-keeping — Disease  of  Foal  Brood— 
MeasQiea  of  the  Board  of  Agrkri- 
tu  reto  stamp  out. 
K'.\Qs.  Mr.  Boland;.4s.  Ur.  Atkis- 
son,  Feb.  8,  595  ;   Feb.  II, 
1030. 

Extent  in  Statute  Acres  and  Piodaot 
of  Crops  1903— TaUe  pnnentfd, 
Feb.  S,  61,  88.1 

InsUucticai  in  —  Betnin  relative  to, 
presented,  Fei.  t,  99. 

Potatoes,  Early— Bedaeed  Bmim  iv 
Carriage  (A. 
Q.    Mr.    Boland:    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Fib.  8,  BMl. 

Tobacco  growing— Enoonrmoanent  e( 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  A 
Chamberbun,  Feb.  8,  680.  ' 

Parliamentary  inqoiries  into  iln|iiiMiiiiiii 

in,  number  held  last  centnrr,  et& 
Q.Mr.  F.  Wilson  ;>(.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, j'e6.  16, 1304. 

Railway  Rates  on  Prodnoe. 

Insurance  of  goods  by  Ownen;  pro- 
posed. 

Os.  Earl  of  Onslow,  Feb.  16,  14«K. 

Irish  grievances. 
O.  Lwd  Monteagle  of  Bmdoai, 
Feb.  16,  1466 }  Eari  of  Onslov. 
1467. 

Negotiations  between  the  Board  of 
Agricultnre  and  the  Railway,  pvo- 
gresa  of. 
Os.  Earl  of  Lichfi^,  Feb,  J€, 
1463 ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  1467. 

Foreign  and  Colonial  Importen,  Pic- 
ferential  Kates  to . 
0*.  Sir  E.  Slnebey,  Feb,  It, 

1266. 

Q.  Mr.  Field,  A.  Mr.  G.  lUl- 
Digitized  ofc(^t5^b*^(ip28-iqai. 
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Kating  Act,  Expiration  of  —  Extending 
Term. 

Q,  Sir  W.  Thorbors.  A.  Mr.  W. 
Long,  leb.  16,  14M-1486. 

Ainnrorth,  Mr.  J.  &  [AjgyUl 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  FiA.  S, 
533. 

SoQtti  African  War— Coodnct  of,  etc. — 
Charges  against  Ministers,  Feb.  5,  533. 

AUska  Boondary  QoastUm 

Award  of  the  Arlntration  Tribunal. 
King's  Speech— References  in,  Feb. 
g  2. 

Og.  Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  S,  16 ;  Earl 
Spencer,  23  ;  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  39  ;  Mr.  Hardy,  107. 

Correspondence  relating  to,  presented,  F^. 

S,  64. 

History  of. 

Os.  Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  S,  16. 

Map  to  accompany  oorrespondenoe  pre- 
sented, Feb.  £,  105. 

"Albert" 

Wreck  of— Kemoral  from  off  Curracloe. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmoude;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  4, 35^ 

Aldenhot 

Sham  Fight— Use  of  Tall  Cartridge- 
Measures  to  prevent  Recurrence  of 
IneMent. 

Q.  Mr.  Tyler  ;  A.  Mr  Amold-Fors- 
ter,       4,  386. 

Alexandra  (Newport  and  South  Wales) 
Docks  and  Railway  Bill 
Introduction  of,  in  the  Hoose  of  Lords, 

Feb.  g,  182, 
I.  IK.*  Feb.  8,  6B8. 

Algeria 

Trade  Report--Copy  presented,  Feb.  t,  62. 

Alien  iBunigiation 

Legislative  Measnrefi  to  restrict— Pro- 
posals in  tlte  King's  Speech,  Feb.  £,  4. 
Os.  Earl  FiUwilliam,  Feb.  j7,  1 1 ; 
Mr.   Plninni(>T,   116;  Sir  H. 
Catnpbell-Bannerman,       128  ; 
Sir  H,  Vincent,  157. 

Numberof  [mmifitrants  arriving  from  Con- 
tinent at  jiorts  in  ihe  United  Kingdom 
in  each  month  of  1904 — Ketnrn 
ordered,  F^.  X,  73 ;  Feb.  3,  191— 
Presente  ),  F^.  4,  323. 

Alkali  Trade 

Decline  in,  allied— Fallacy  of  statement. 
0.  Sir  T.  Brnnner,  Feb.  11,  IMS. 

Alth&m,  Major 

Intelligence  Work  of,  Recognition  of. 
Q.  Dr.  Macnamara;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Fonter.  Feb.  11,  1018. 
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Ambrose,  Dr.  B-  [Mayo,  W.] 

Gun  Licence  refused  to  Patrick  Needham 
—Reason  fw  Refusal,  FA.  8, 671,  572. 

America,  North 

see  Canada  and  United  States  of  America. 

America,  South 

tee  Karnes  of  Ooontries. 

Amersham,  Beaconafleld  and  District 
Water  BiU 
c.  IB."  Feb.  4,  308. 

Amoy 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Fdi.  t,  52. 
Ancona 

Trade  Report— Presoited,  FA.  S,  . 
Anglo-French  Belatimu 

Cordiality  of. 

King's  Speech,  References  in,  Feb.  S. 
^    '     1  Hylton,  Feb.  S,  14  ;  E&t\ 
Spencer,  22  ;  Marquess  of  Lnnrln- 


Ot.  Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  S,  14 ; 

larav 

downe,  38  ;  Mr.  Hardy,  107  j  Sir 


H.  Campbetl'Bannerman, 
Sir  H.  Vincent,  155. 


122; 


Awipiftlff 
Foredgn. 

Order  (Amoidment)  presented,  Feb.  4, 
306,  m. 

Quarantine  Station  at  Sonthampton, 
0Td«  detining,  presented,  Feb.  4, 
306,323. 

Ankylostomiasis 

Westphalian  Collieries,  in — Report  pTe- 
sented.  Feb.     60. 83. 

Anson,  Sir  W*  B. — Pcuiiammtury  Secreiary 
hoard  of  Education  [Oxford  Unlvprsity] 

Exeter  Education  Authority— Removal  of 
Children  from  one  School  to  another, 
Feb.  4,  330. 

(Geological  Surveys,  Ireland— Progress 
made— Transferring  Work  to  DeiHirt 
ment  of  Agriculture —Publishing  Maii<> 
in  Annual  Reports,  Feb.  S,  690. 

Antnng 

Appointment  of  British  Confu  at. 

Q.  Mr.    Moon ;    A.   Earl  Percj', 
Feb.  16,  1478. 

Appeal  Committee  of  the  Hoose  of  Lords 

Appointment,  Feb.  S,  61. 

Appleby  Gorporation  Oas  BUI 

introductioQ  of,  in  Hou^e  of  Lords,  Fwb.S. 
182. 

/.  iR.'  Feb.  8,  557. 
2r.»  Feb.  1^,  U37. 

Approioiation  Accounts 

Army  and  Navy  Accounts,  presented, .jV6. 
IS,  1301  ;  Fe.b.  16,  1473. 

Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Departments — 
Aooounta  and  Reports  prwented.  iyft 
4,  ^4.  Digitized  by  VjOOyiL 
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Ar1>itnti<ni 

France  aod  Great  Britain,  Treaty  between. 

Copy  presented,  Feb.  S,  56,  92, 

King's  Speech,  References  in,  Feb.  S. 

Temu  of. 

Os.  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  S,  0  ; 
Lord  Hylton,  14 ;  Karl  Spencer, 
22 ;  Marqaen  <rf  IiandBdowne, 
39. 

Italy  and  Great  Britain,  settlement  of 
question*  between,  presented,  Feb.  16, 
1454,  1414. 

Portngal,  Treaty  with  regard  to  Sonth 
West  African  delimitation. 
King's  Speech,  Jteferences  in,  teb  g,  2. 
Os.   Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  g,  14. 

Archaagel 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  S,  53. 
A  r  ach,  SiiJohn 

Intelligenoe  Work  of— Recognition  of. 
Q.    Dr.  Macnamara  ;  A.   Mr.  Arnold - 
Forster,  Feb.  II,  1018. 

Argentina 

McCnlly,  Mr., Charges  against— Detention 
in  (iaol  without  trial.  Action  of  the 
British  Consnl,  etc.  | 
Os.    Lord  Moskerry.  Fefi.  tS,  1394  i , 
Lord  Lansdowne,  1298.  i 

Argyll,  County  of  1 

Partianientary  Bye-election— New  Mem-  i 
ber  sworn,  Feb.  S,  78. 

Arklow  1 

Harbour,  Condition  of— Report  of  Boftid  ] 
of  Worka  Engineer,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.  Cogan  ;  A.  Mr.Wyndham,  ' 
Feb.  15,  1331.  ; 

Arlesey  Oas  Bill  ' 

r.  lE.'  Feb.  ^,  308.  | 

Armagli  { 

Land  Purchase — Method  of  oondnciiog 
Negotiations. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Campbell  ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  1329,1330. 

Aimonr  Plate 

fottleshipe  <»f  cnrrent  year,  delay  in  issue 
of  oraertt  alleged. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  F.  Hope  ;     A.  Mr. 
Protyinan,  FOf.  IS,  1194. 

Arms  and  Ammunitions 

Deficiency  of,  on  the  outlireak  of  the  Boer 
War- liendering  Fature  Deficiency 

impowilde.  i 
Q.     Dr.   Macnamara  ;     A.    Mr.  ' 
Amold-ForMter,  Feb.  11,  1019.  ' 
Field  Cans  -New- Proportion  to  be  made  ' 
by  PrivHte  Firms.  ' 
Q.    Mr.  J.   F.   Hoj*  ;     A.   Mr.  ' 
A  mold -Forster,  Feb.  8,  572-67S.  i 
l*om- poms— Number  of  British-made,  sup- 1 
plied  to  Boers,  and  Dates  of  Supplv. 
Q.     Mr.   F.   Wibton  ;   A.    Mr.  ' 
Araold-Porstcr,  Feb.  4,  SSJi.  ' 


Aims  and  Ajumimitioiu-  etm*. 

Quick-firing  Gnns — Nnmber  pnrchawil  k 
Germany — New  Pattern. 

Q.    Mr.   F.   Wilson   ;     A.  Jfc 
Amold-Forster.  F^.  4,  3M. 

Rifles— Lee  Enfield   Rifles  de«lt  oat  ic 
Sonth  African  ReBerrista  1899-DtfR 
tive  Sights  of. 
Q.     Dr.  Macnamara  ;      A.  Ml 
Amold-Forster.  Feb,  11,  IC>l! 

Arsenical  Poisoning 

Reports  of  Rt^al  Commiaaioneg*  piawntri 

Fdi.  g,  61.  88. 


Army 


Secretary   of  StaU—^t.     Hon.   H.  U. 

Amold-Forster. 
Under  Secretary— E&tl  of  DonoucbmoR. 
Financiat  Secretary— yir.    W.  Brnaier- 

Davenport. 

Active  Service  Men,  Deficimcy  in  nuBlier 

and  Efficiency. 

Os.    Capt.  Norton,  Feb.  5,  5SS. 

Apathy  of  Members  as  to  matten  affed- 
ing  the  Army. 
Os.    Sir  C.  Kasch,  Feb  5,  521 ;  CafL 
Norton,  522. 

Approjirlation  Account,  presented  Feb.  P. 
1301.       Feb.  16,  1473. 

Arms  and  Amnianitioc,  see  that  iitlf. 

Army  List — Publishing   List  of  Offif<'> 
hohiing  Imperial  Service  Order  ftft- 


Q.   Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Hr.  AmoU 
Forater,  Feb.  16,  1485. 

Artillery,  Royal  Field  8^d  Battert- 
Detention  in  South  Africa,  uraa^-c- 
ments  for  honsing  of  fanailiea. 

Q.    Mr.  Crooks  ;  A.    Mr.  Araold 
Forster,  Feb.  IS,  1311. 

Barracks  at  Malta  and  GibrattM-,  Sanitaty 
condition  of— OfEceis'  Report*  in  I*".'. 
1901,  1902  and  1903— Remedjing  De- 
fects noticed. 
Q.   Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  ArnolJ- 
Foniter,  i-'cfc.  1$,  14S7-14$& 

Camp  in  Ilo\burghnbi re— negotiations  ht, 
purchase  of  Stobs  F^itate.  procrHe  ot. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  Shaw  ;  A.  Mr.  AnmM 
Fontter,  Feb.  16»  1309. 

Cavalry. 

Officers,  see  subheading  Officeta. 
Clielsea  Hoepital,  see  that  titie. 
Contracts. 

Dublin  Receiving  Depot  for  Tendes 
and  Samples  —  Employment 
Civilian  Iradeanien. 
Q.  Mr.  Field,  A.  Mr.  B.  Jhiwit- 
port,  Feb.  4,  357-358. 
Iniaal  Camp— Forage  and  ProviDk«t< 
—Employment  of  Local  Trkd»- 
men. 

Q.  Mr.  Field.  A.  Mr.  U.  Dnm 

port,  Feb.  4.  358. 
Irish  Tailors,  allowing  tenders  fmm. 
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CoDtracts— ronA 

Prentifs  Condemned  Forage  Bupplied 
by  —  Recovering  Loss  —  Under- 
wood tlie  real  contractor. 
Q,  Sir  C.  Rnach,  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forater,  Feb.  16,  1483-1481. 
Courts  Martial. 

Number  held  and  summary  puniah- 
ment  inSicbed  1902  —  Betarn 
presented.  Feb.  5,  470.  F^.  H, 
559. 

Proceedinss  in  1908— Nnmbers  snb- 
mittea    to    Judge  Advocate 
General's  Department  —  Number 
of  iindings  quashed — Stepa  taken 
to  «lieck  Illegalities,  ebc. 
y.  Mr.  H.  O.  Green,  A.  Mr. 
ArnoUl-Fonter.   Feb.  15, 
1313. 

Cubicles  for  Soldiers  at  Tidworth  Barracks 
—adoption  of  Cabicle  System. 
Q.   Lient.-Col.   Tufnell,   A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Feb.  8,  574. 

Duke  of  York's  Military  Scliool,  Chelsea- 
Disposal  ot  Site — Progress  of  Negotia- 
tions. 

Q.  Mr.  Whitmore,  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  8,  572. 

EiSciency,  Neoessitv  for  increase  in. 
Os,  Earl  Fitzw^lliam,|^'^*.  10. 

K'sex  Regiment,  2nd — Home  Service  for. 
Q.  Sir   C.   Kasoh,   A.   Mr.  Arould- 
Forster,  Feb.  4,  335. 

Estimates. 

Appendices,  inclusion  of. 
Q.  Mr.  BucIdDan,  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Feb.  10,  845. 

King's  Speech,  References  in,  Feh.  2,  4. 
Os.  Earl  Spencer,  Feb.  S,  27  ;  Mr. 
Hardy,  109 ;  Mr.  G.  BowleB, 
174. 

Supplementary. 

Presented,  F^.  11,  1009. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan,  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Fe6.  iff,  1483. 

First  Army  Corps,  Dental  Surgeons  ap- 
pointe<l  to. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Ktwch,  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster.  Fd>.  16,  1483. 

Jnilin,  aee  that  tide. 

Militia,  eee  that  Utlc, 

Utficers. 

Cavalry,  Expenses  of — Saddlery,  Issue 
of— Committee  Recommendations 
Q.   Sir    C.  Rasch,     A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Feb.  4,  334. 

South  African  Wai  Gratuities— Delay 
in  Payment  of. 
Q.    Capt.   Norton  j   A.  Mr, 
.Amold-Forster,  Feb.  4,  334. 

Uuiforms. 

Iriiih  Firms,  allowing,  to  tender 
for. 

Q«.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Nannetti ; 
A.  Mr.  B.  Davenport, 
Fdt.  9,  720. 
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Officers— cowi. 

Unifonns — cont. 

Irish  Firms,  etc.— 

Countermanding  Orders  from, 
alleged. 

Q.   Mr.  Nannetti,  A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster, 
IS,  1312. 
Ordnance  Furtories. 

Appropriation  Accounts  presented, 
Feb.  IG,  1473. 

Pay. 

Allowances  and  Non-Effeotive  Pay 
— Exception^  to  Regulations — 
List  presented,  Feb.  g,  1<^ 

List  of  exceptions  as  to  Pay  and 
Allowances  presented  Feb.  2,  59. 

Prisons — Report  on  Discipline  andManage- 
ment  for  1902  presented,  Feb.  S,  58, 
91. 

Prize-money — Accounts  of  lieceipts  and 
expenditure  of  Coramieuoners  of 
Chelsea  Hospital,  presented  Feb.  16 
1454,  1473. 

Recruiting,  InspcctorGeneralof — Annual 
Report  presented,  Fefr.  S,  69,  91. 

Reforms. 

Army  Council,  Institution  of,  pro- 
posed 

Os.  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  t.  10 ; 
Sir  H,  CAmp'ioll-Bannermtn 
124. 

Policy  of  the  Government — Sir  J. 
DickBon-Poynder's  Stitementsto 
Constituents. 

0».  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  10,  863 ; 
Mr.  W.  [x)ng,  899 ;  Sir  J. 
Diekson-Poynder,  899,  938. 

Rifle  Ranges,  Return  of,  presented,  Fdt.  X, 
69,  91. 

Savings  Banks— Statement  of  Amounts 
due  by  the  Public  to  Deposit(»B,  and 
Accounts  1901-2  —  Presented,  Feb. 
9,  713  ;  Feb.  IS,  1138. 

Soldiers 

Deceased,  Effects  of— Late  Quarter- 
niMter  Sei^eant  Madeod— Loss 
of  watch  sent  home  to  relatives 
of— Regulations  governing  Dis- 
posal of  Personal  ECfocte  of 
deceased  Soldiers. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  16,  1488. 
Ex-Soldiers   in  the  Postal  Service, 
Assessing  Pensions  of, 

Q.  CapL    Norton ;    A.  Lord 
Stanley,  fcfr.  16, 1494. 
South  African  War — see  that  title. 
Stores. 

Destruction  of,  at  Durban — KsttmatRd 
Cost — Aggregate    Amount — Ex- 
planation of  Action. 
Q.  Mr.     MacNeUt ;    A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Feb. 574- 
575.  ^  I 

Digitized  by  LiOQSlC 
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Anny— conf- 

SlvrtM — cont. 

Gibraltar,  for— Tran<«port  Contracta. 
Q.  Master  of   Elitiaiik;    A,  Mr. 
Pr«tytnan,  Feb.  4,  332;  Q.  Mr. 
Partugton ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman. 
Feb.  to,  842-S43. 
Training  of  Officers  and  Men— ChaDges  in 
System  since  1899. 

0.  Mr.  Broderiok,  Feb.  5,  611. 

Veterinary  Department,  Shortage  in. 
0.  Captiun  Norton,  Feb.  5,  £24. 

Volonteeis,  tutha*  Utie. 

War  Office,  see  that  tUle. 

Yeomanry— Training  Return  for  1903 
preaented  Feb.  8, 559, 502. 

Anoy  Conncil 

Institution  of  promwed. 
Os.  £arl  Fitzwilliam,  FA.  i,  10 ;  Sir  H. 
CampbeU-BanOerman,  124. 

Amold-Forater,  BCr-  H-  0-— Secretary  of 
State /w  War  [Belfast,  W.J 

Africa,  South — Military  Maps — Increased 
Paulities  for  Propwration  of,  Feb.  11, 
1017. 

Alderahot  Sham  FiKht— Uh  of  Ball 
Cartridge — Meunres  to  prevent  Re- 
currence <rf  Incident,  Feb.  4,  336. 

Armaments  and  Steves,  etc.  — Deficiency 
of,  oil  the  Outbreak  of  the  Boer  War- 
Precautions  against  Fatare  Deficiency, 
Feb.  11,  1019. 

Artillery,  Royal  Field— S2nd  Battery, 
detention  in  South  Africa  — Arranxe- 
mente  for  housing  of  Families,  Feb.  15, 
131 1. 

Barracks  in  Malta  and  Gibraltar — Sanitfiry 
Condition  of— Officers'  Reports,  1900, 
1901,  1902  and  1903— Remedying 
Defects  noticed,  Feb.  16, 14S7-1488. 

Oainp  in  Roxbu^hshire— negotiadons  for 
purchase  of  Stobs  Eatate-^aosrees 
of,  Feb.  IS,  ISia 

Condemned  Forage  supplied  by  Preutis— 
Recovering  Loss  on  —  Underwuotl 
the  real  CoDtraoUnr,  Feb.  16,  1483, 
1484. 

Courts- Martial — number  of  cases  sub- 
mitted to  Judge  Advocate-General'tt 
Department,  M  umber  of  oases  quashed, 
etc.,  Feb.  15, 1313. 

Cubicles  for  Soldiers  at  Tidwortb  Barracks 
—Adoption  of  Cntnole  System,  Feb.  8, 
674. 

Duke  of  York's  School— Disposal  of  Site, 

Feb.  8,  572. 

Essex  Regiment,  2nd — Home  Service  for, 
Feb.  4,  335. 

Estimates  —  Appen^Uoes,  Inolunon  of, 
Feb.  10,  845. 

Supplementary — Date  of  FuUication 
Ftb.  16,  1483L 
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Amold-Fonter,  Mr.  H.  a— ami. 

First  Army  Cnpe  —  Appointnient  ol 
Dental  Surgeons  to,  fib.  /«.  148S. 

Guns. 

Field,  New— Proportion  to  be  made 
by  Private  Firms,  Feb.  8,  673. 

Qniok-firing — Number  purchanad  from 
Germany— New  Pftttem,  Feb.  4, 
336. 

Imperial  Servioe  Order— Officers  holding— 
Publishing  list  in  Army  Li»U  J^eb.  16, 
1485. 

Intelligence  Woric  of  Sir  John  Arda^  aad 
SGhot  AlUuun  —  Reeognitioa  at. 
Fa.  11,  1018. 

King's  Speeeh— Address  in  Answer,  Feb.  S, 
537. 

Militia. 

Training  Bounty,  Refusal  of — Case  of 
Kerr,  F^  S,  479. 

Transfer  of  Iri^  Regiments  to 
En^and — Lord  Wolseley*8  Minnte 
of  £rd  Nov.,  1897,  Feb.  IS,  1310. 

Officers. 

Cavalry— Isa  lie  of  Saddlery — Cam- 
mittee  Reoonunendation— Indian 
Officers,  FA.  4,  334,  336- 

Uniforms— Irish  Tailoring  EetahHsh- 
meotfl  -  Orders  oonotsnaandad, 

All^,  FA.  18, 1312. 

Pom-poms,  British  made,  supplied  to 
Boers — Number  and  Dates  of  Supidy, 

Feb.  4,  335. 

Rifles  dealt  out  to  SouUi  African  Re- 
serviste,  1899— Defective  n^its  ei, 

FA.  11, 1018, 1019. 

Sewage  Discharge  into  the  Thamee  from 
Military  Establishments,  Sbeeraesa— 
PreventioQ  of.  FA.  16, 1482. 1483. 

Soldiers,  Deceased— Disposal  of  Effects  of 
— Corapenaation  gnuited  to  ReLativw 
of  late  Qnartermaster-Sdrgeaot  Mae* 
leod  for  loss  of  watch,  FA.  10,  USi, 
1489. 

Somalitaud  Expedition,  Coet  of — Post- 
poning Information  until  Inlrodne- 
tion  M  Estimate^  FA.  8,  &7& 

South  African  War. 

Confidential  Coirespondenee— Raasoe 
for  Destruction  of,  at  Cape  Towa. 

FA.  8, 576. 

Medals  and  Clasps— Distribution  of. 
Delay  in,  FA.  26, 1487. 

Officers'  Gratuities— Dday  in  pavmcat 
of,  FA.  4,  334. 

Preparati<Hui  for  and  Conduct  of' 
Charges  against  Uiaisten, 

537. 

Stores  destroyed  at  Durban— Reaatm  for 
DestructUHi— Amount  and  Talne  eL 
FA.  8,  674-675. 
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Amold-Fonter,  Mr.  H.  0.— conl. 

VoluntaerB. 

Officers,  DefteieDcnr  of,  Feb.  4,  331. 

Re-anuament  of  Mobile  Batteries,  Feb. 
10,  848,  840. 

Strengths,  eoinparison  of,  Feb.,  1901 
and  1904,  Feb.  4,  331. 

War  Office. 

Ke^nganiaataoB. 

UiacoBuon  on.  Date  and  Nature 
of,  Feb.  16, 1485, 1486. 

Interim  Report  of  Committee— 
Laying  on  Table  and  Cirou- 
lating  to  Members,  Ab.  4, 
8S1. 

Officer*  dispensed  with,  under  the 
new  Scheme — Prorigioo  for, 
Fa.  16,  I486, 1487. 

Yecnnanrj  —  EstaUishment  Statasties  — 
Training  retnms  for  1003,  Ftb.  IS, 
1311-1312. 

ArtUlei7>  Boyal  Field. 

BatteiT,  82nd,  Detentirai  ot,  in  South 
Africa— Arrangemente  for  hooring  of 
FaDiilies. 

Q.    Mr.  Crookee  ;  A.   Mr.  Arnold - 
FoT8fcer,/Vi6.  75,1311. 


Aahbnrton 

Parliamentary  Bve-eleotion  — New  Writ, 
Ftb.  i,  74  ;  New  Member  Bwora,  78. 

ABqnith,  Bt  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  E.] 
Fiscal  FMpoaals.  Ftb.  16, 1374. 

ASBilM 

Ireland— Order  for  holding  Winter  Assizes, 
presented,  Feb.  S,  87, 100. 

Aston  Manor,  Borough  of 

Incorporation  Ciiarber  presented,  Feb.  3, 
WS|  98. 

ABylnms,  Lunatic 

aee  titlv  Lunacy  and  Laoatics. 

AtUnBOn,  Bt.  Bon.  J.,  AUomey-OenmU  for 
/re/ant/ [Londonderry,  N.] 

Bee-keeping— Disease  of  Foul  Brood— 
MflMuree  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  stamp  out,  F^.  8,  595 :  Feb.  11, 
1030. 

Cork  ~  Winter  Assizes  —  i^Jleged  Jury 
packing,  F^.  11,  1031, 1032. 

Land  Act — Fitigerald,  Mr.,  Commisstooer 
—Legal  Staiv*  o^  Feb,  IS,  IS28. 

Magistrates. 

Appointments  of — Cancelling  of,  for 
Conrictions  involving  Fine  or 
Imprisonment,  FA.  8,  596. 

Sospeasion  of,  for  signing  Warrants  in 
Irish  in  defiance  ofStatnte  for- 
bidding, Feb.  11, 1082. 
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Att(«n^-a«neral 

Sir  Robert  B.  Finlay. 

Salary  and  Fees  1902, 1903. 
Q.     Mr.  Lambert;   A.     Mr.  Victor 
Caveodish,  Ftb.  4,  329, 380. 

Attcnmey-Oeneral  for  Ireland 

St.  Son.  J.  Atkmaon, 

Anditors 

Local  Government  Board,  Ireland— Stand- 
ard of  qualifioations,  Examinations, 
etc. 

Q.    Mr.  T.  P.  Farrell;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  11,  1038. 

Australia 

Chinese  Labour  Question,  Attitude  to- 
wards. 

0:   Earl  Carrington,  Feb.  It,  1107, 
1158,  1159. 

Defence  of  the  Empire— Increase  in  Cou. 
tribution  towards  the  Cost  of  tbe 
Mavy. 

King's  Speeeh,  Keferences  in,  Feb.  $,  3. 
Oa   Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  £,  9  ;  Earl 
Spencer,  25 ;  Mr.  Hardy,  108. 

Immigration  into  —  Imprisonment  and 
Deportation    of   British  Workmen 
lauding  under  a  Contract  of  Labour- 
Safeguarding  British  In  teres  te. 
Q.    Mr.  E.  Robertson;    A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  9,  723 ;  Feb.  II, 
1026. 

Mail  Service— Delay  in  Delivery  of  News- 
papers and  Book  Matter— Aocording 
same  Promptitude  as  is  bestowed  on 
the  American  Mails. 
Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  8,  S68.  ^ 

Anstija-HanciuT 

Macedonian  Crisis,  we  Macedonia. 
Trade  Beporta— Fnaented,  J».     0^  63. 

AtocIl  Harbonr 

Construction  of— Proposed  Provision  of 
Fishery  Board  in  aid  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;  A.    Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Feb.  11, 1029.  lOSO. 

Avonmoath 

Light  Railmy  Order  presented,  Feb.  e,  VS, 

Ayr  Burghs 

Parliamentary  Bye-etectioa— New  Writ, 
Feb.  9,  74 ;  New  Member  sworn,  Feb. 
9,738. 

Bakehouses 

Space  Begulations— Order  presanted,  Feb. 

e,  89. 97. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Bail  way  Bill 

c.  IB."  Feb.  4,  30?^g,t,zed  byXToOglF 
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BalcarreSi  Lord  [Lancaaliire,  Chorley] 

BouHe  of  Commons,  plans  of — Sale  of,  to 
Members,  Feb.  15,  1305. 

Ventilation  of  the  House  of  Commons— 
Progreas  of  the  work,  Feb.  S,  473-474. 

Balfour,  Et.  Hon.  A.  3— First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  [Manchester,  E.] 

Absence  from  the  House  owing  to  illness. 
Oa.  Mr.  Plummer,  Feb.  2,  114;  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  118;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  138;    Mr.  J.  Ellis, 
170 ;  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.  8,  623. 

Balfour,  Bt,  Hon.  O.  W.— President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  [Leeds,  Ceotrai] 
Agricultute— PnrliamentaryinMirlea  into 
depreBskms  in,  namber  held  last  cen- 
tury, Feb.  15, 1304. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention  —  Treating 
Sagared  Goods  on  a  Different  Basis 
to  Sugar— Government  Interference 
on  behalf  of  English  MannfaotureiH, 
Feb.  8,  585-586. 

Canadtfc—Legislation  on  Future  ami  Oi>- 
tionGambling  mFoodstuffB— Omiiision 
from  Blue-book,  Feb.  11,  1011. 

Companies  Act  of  1900— Evasions  of— Pro- 
posed Amendment^  Feb,  8,  586. 

GiAton  Industry,  comers  in— Amendment 
of  Gaming  Act  of  1892— proposed 
with  view  to  prohibiting  comer',  Feb. 
10,  1475. 

Egyptian  Conference  on  Cotton  and  Bourse 
Garabliog— Publishing  Report,  Feb. 
U>  1010. 

Electric  Ligliting  Acts— Granting  Return 
giving  Particulars  of,  Feb.  8,  666. 

Fiacal  Proposals,  Feb.  8,  644,  Feb.  9,  788, 
789. 

Government  Inquiry  —  Publication  of 
Documents  andStaustics—CliartB 
prepared  for  Lonis  Bxhibitiuo, 
Feb.  8,  584. 

Journal  ol  the  Board  of  Trade— Propor- 
tionate Circulation  in  Uniied  Kingdom 
and  Foreign  Countries,  Feb.  9,  724. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb, 

8,m. 

Memoranda  on  British  Trade. 

Publication  of  (Juestions  and  loquiries 
preceding— Laying  on  the  Table, 
Feb.  4, 

Supplementing  and  completing  of, 
proposed,  Feb.  4>  347. 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  disregarded  in 
Publication  of  Pearson't.  i;iiri3tma« 
Extra— Taking  Action  agaiuat  the 
Publi»hei8,  Feb.  4,  348-349. 

Portugnese  Tariff  Bill— ItepresenUtions 
to  Portnguese  Government,  Feb.  11, 
1010. 
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Aceidcntii— Bteiw  taken  by  ]]oar<l  of 
Trade  to  prevent,  >'<>'.  8,  5ii3- 
584. 


Balfour,  Et  Hon.  <3t.  W.~co»t. 

Railways— con^. 

Rates  for  Fordgn  and  Colonial  I'm 
dnce— Preferential  Kates— Hold- 
ing an  Inquiry  into,  I'eb.  11,  lui*- 
1029. 

Tubes. 

Ixmdon— Board  of  Trade  Inspection  — 
Precautions  f^inst  Risks  from 
Fire,  Feb.  8,  587. 

Seamen.Natiiralisation  of  Foreign,Teeonl 
showing  country  of  Migin,  etc 
Feb.  1^,  1194. 

Welah  Coal,  Export  of  —Method  irf 
checking  Declared  Values— Corrert- 
neHS  of  Values  given  in  Monthly 
Trude  rcporus  -  Penalties  for  Fal* 
Statements,  Feb  8,  585. 

Whiskey  Blende  of  Malt  with  Raw  Gr»n 
or  German  Spirits  desmbed  as  Malt 
or  Whiskev—  Government  Action  to 
iBstrain,  Feb.  11, 102S. 

Balfour  of  Burgleigh,  Lord 

Chairman  of  Committees,  AppointmMt 
Fdt.  It,  1141. 

MaoadoniaDlCrisis,  see  MaeadtHiia. 
Ballot  for  Bills  and  Motions 

Seasional  Order  —  MoUon  [Mr.  Akeis- 
Douglae]  Feb.  3,  IM. 

Ban&via 

Mallaig,  Rulway  to,— Annual  Report 
1002-1903  presented,  F^.  2,  71,  101- 
102. 

Banckok 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  g,  53. 

Bank  of  England 

Advances  to  Government  authorised  by 
Parliament — Copy  of  A  pplicaUons  f  m-, 
presented,  Feb.  9,  713  ;  Feb.  11,  964. 

Annual  Accounts  of  Government Secvritie* 
presenteil,  Feb.  4,  907,  324. 

Notes  issued  more  than  Forty  Yean  and 
written  off—Return  presented,  FA. 
69,  90, 

Bankfoot 

Light  Railway  (Extension  of  lime)  Order 
piescnted,  Feb.  S,  63»  85. 

Banking 

Ireland  (statistics)  Report  for  1803 
presented,  Feb.  iy  B7,  88. 

Bankruptcy 

Inspector  General,  Professioaal  qoalifiea- 
tions  necessary  for— Treasury  minute 
presentcl,  Feb.  15,  1258,  1301. 

Banks 

Savings  S^^m^f^f^lQ 


Vol.  139.] 


SESSION  1904. 
Fth.  2— /iJ.  16. 


[Bar~B«l 


BarbadM 

Annual  Report  (1902-3)  presented,  FOt.  t, 
M,9a 

Prison  Rnle  relating  to  Vaocination 
preiented,  Fth.  t,  65 ;  feb.  S,  190. 

Recniiting    Native    Labour    for  the 
Tranavaal  Minea  in. 
Qt.   Mr.  Norman,  Mr.  Malcolm  ; 
A.  Mr.Lyttelton.^e&.i6,1402. 

Barnard  Castle  Oas  Bill 

Introductioa  of,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 

Feb.  g,  182. 
/.  IR.' Feb.  8,  558. 

Bamet  District  Ou  and  Water  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb  4,906. 

BarrackB 

Malta  and  Gibraltar — Sanitary  Condition 
of— OtiicerB*  Reports  in  1900.  1901, 
190-2,    1903  —  Remedying  Defeots 

noticed. 

Q.  Capt  Norton;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forater,  Feb.  16,  1487-1488. 

BaiTow-in-FnmeB8  Corporation  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  St 
1R2. 

/.  IH."  Feb.  8,  657. 
2b.»  Feb.  JS,  1137. 

Barrowford 

Light'  Railway  Order  1901— Traoxfer 
Order  1903  presented,  Feb.  2,  63,  86. 

Barry  Bailway  (Extension  of  Time,  etc.) 
Bill 

Introduction   of,  in    House   of  Lords, 
FthS,  182. 
1R-.  Feb  8,  558. 
2r".  Feb.je,  1463. 

Barry  Bailway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill 

Introduction   of,   in  House   of  Lords 

Feb.  S,  182. 
I.  IR*  /eft.  8,  558. 
2R'.  Feb.  16,  1453. 

Hartley,  Sir  G.  0.  T.  [Islington,  N.1 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  10,  939. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb.  5, 
534,  Feb  10,  939. 

South  African  War 

Medals  and  Clasps— Date  of  Final 
Issue  of,  Feb.  16,  1487. 

Preparations  for,  and  Conduct  of  — 
Cliargea  against  Ministers,  jV6. 5, 
534. 

Annual  Report  (1902-3)  presented,  54,  90. 
Bath  Electric  Tramways 

Light  Railways  Extension — OrdOT  pre- 
sented, Feb.  2, 62,  84. 

Battleships.  Chilian 

Purchase  of — Laying  of  Supplementary 
Estimates  to  meet  Payment. 
q.    Mr.   McCrae ;    A.     Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb,  8,  679. 

VOL.  CXXIX.      [FotJRTH  Semes] 


BavaEia 

Beer  Brewing  Indostry— Report  presented, 

Feb.     68.         '       >r~  r 

Beach,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.  H-  [Bristol,  W.] 

Fiscal  Policy  of  the  Country,  Feb.  8,  678  ; 
Feb.  9, 777. 

Allowing  opportonitr  for  Discossion 
on  a  substantive  Motion— Amend- 
ments to  the  Addresa  being  with- 
drawn through  Absence  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  Fefr.  4,  368-369. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb.  8, 
678. 

Beckett,  Mr.  E.  W.  [York,  N.  R.,  Whitby]. 

Fiscal  Proposals.  Feb  IS,  1241. 
Bee-keei^ng 

Ireluid,  in— Disease  of  Foul  Brood- 
Measures  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  stamp  out. 
Qa.    Mr.  VolamA  t  At.    Mr  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  8,  696  ;  F^.  11,  MMNX 

Beer 

Arsenical  Poisoning  due  to  consumption 
of— Reports  of  Royal  Commissioners 
presented,  Feb.  S,  61,  83. 

Bavarian  Brewing  Industry— Report  pre- 
sented, Feb.  3,  m. 

Deleterious  Substances  in  Manufacture  of 
—fixing  Standard  of  Purity. 
Q.  SirC.  Quilter;  A.  Mr.  W.Lcmg 
Feb.  4.  327. 

Duty  charged  1902-8— Retnm  Ordered 
Feb.  S,  472. 

Exportation  of— Number  of  Barrels  ex 
ported,  and  Value  of —Return  ordered 
Feb.  6,  478. 

Licences  for  the  Sale  of — Return  of  Nnm 
ber  of,  ordered,  Fdt.  S,  4,72, 

Materials  used  in  Manufacture  of — Re 
turns  Ordered,  Feb.  S,  472-473. 

Bel&st 

County  Borongh  Accounts — Audit  of — 
Superseding  present  Auditor. 

Q.  Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  11,  1014. 

Parliamentary  Bye-eleotion  for  West 
Division— New  Writ,  Feb.  t,  74 ;  New 
Member  Sworn,  77- 

Police— Appointment  of  Head  Constable 
at  Leopold  Street  Buracks. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Feb.,S,  477. 

Post  Office. 

King,  Mr.,  promotion  to  rank  of 
Clerk,  and  retention  of  place  on 
List  of  OflScers  selected  to  perform 
clerk-in-charge  worlt. 
Q,  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  It,  1195. 

Money  lost  at  Money  Order  Counter 
— Safeguarding  Interests  of  Coun- 
ter Clerks. 
Q,  All.  Sloan ;  A.  hard  Stanley^ 
F^.  8, 606-697. 

3  N  l7Digitizedby' 
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BeUSurt— <oni 

Beriaiiiiiof. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Lord  Stanlev, 

Qaeen's  Coll  ego  — -  CUim  for  AdditioDal 
EDdowment — Laying  CorrecpoDdenc« 
OD  the  Table. 

Q.    Mr.   J.   Redmond;   A.  Mr. 
WyndhMD,  Feb.  11,  1033-1034. 

B«Taliution,AppeaIt  aeainst — Beasonsfor 
Commimioner  not  hearing. 
Q.    Mr.  J.    O'Connor;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham.  F^.  15,  1309. 

Belfiwt  Corporation  (Tramways)  Bill 

IntfodnctioD  of,  in  HooBe  of  Lords,  Feb.  f , 
182. 

/.  la.*  Feb.  5,657- 

BeUut  and  North  East  Ireland  Elec- 
tiiei^  and  Power  6aa  Bill 

Introdnction  of,  in  Hoom  of  Lords,  Fdh  $, 
182. 

/.         F€b.  8, 657. 

Belfinm 

Finance— Report  presented,  Feb.  X,  52. 
Trade— Report  presented,  Fab.  t,  63. 

BtU,  Hr.  B.  [Derby] 

FiaoalPitmosalifiVi.  1134; /e&.  It, 
1200. 

B«re  Alston  and  Calatock 

Lif^t  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Order 


iway 

presented.  FA,  t,  63,  85. 
Berlin 

Wireless  Telegraphy  Conference— Proc^- 
Verbaox  and  FrotOGoleflnal  presented. 
Fa.  t,  60,  89. 

Barlia,  Tnat7  of 

Provinons  of — Securing  Execution. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A,  EarlFerey,  Feb. 
4,  343-344. 

BeMemer  Steel  Bails 

Duration  of— Valne  oS  the  Bessemer  Pro- 
cess. 

O.  Sir  J.  Kitson.  Feb.  9,  805. 

Btttdnf 

Me  Gambling. 

Beztdll  Corporation  Bill 

Introdnction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  FA.  S, 

las. 

B«x]iill  Water  and  Oas  BiU 

c.  \VL.*Feb.  4,  308. 

Bhownacgree,  Sir  U  M.  [Bethnal  Green, 

N.E.] 

Indian  Trade  with  Tibet— Granting 
Return  propoeed,  FA.  8,  S76, 

Bills 

Ballot  for  —Sessional  Order  —  Motion 
[Mr.  Akers-DoQgtas],  Feb.  3, 194. 
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Birkdale  ImproTement  Bill 

e.  IR.'  Feb.  4,  309. 
fA.  9,  711. 

Birtlu,  Deaths  and  Ibzriagw 

Scotland  —  Annoal  B«»ort, 
FA.  4, 305, 324. 


presented, 


Bishopric  of  Birmin<ham 

Hew  See— petiUon  in  faronr  of,  pwentsd, 
FA.  II,  964. 

^shop's  Stortford  and  District  Chui  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feh.  4,  309. 
2b.*  fa.  is,  1290: 

Black,  BCr-  A-  W.  [Banffshire] 

Fiscal  Policy — Government  Inqniiy— 
Publication     of     Docomaits  sad 

Statisticn,  Feb.  8,  584. 

German  Retaliatory  Tariff  on  Canadias 
Goods — Negotiations  for  abwidoDins. 
Progiees  of—laying  ^pers,  Feb.  2, 
679. 

Blaka,  Hr.  R— Temporary    Chairma»  vf 
Cvm/mitiuB  [Longford,  S.] 

Home  Rale  for  Ireland,  Demand  for, 
FA.  J,  261. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  FA.  i, 
243. 

Blind 

Ireland,  Treatment  of  blind  in — ^l«giila- 

tion  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Nannetti;  A.  Mr.  Wyad- 
ham,  FA.  15, 1329. 

Blythe  and  Oowpen  Oas  Bill 

e.  IB.*  Fib.  4,  809. 
2R.*  FA.  IS,  1289. 

Board  of  Agrieoltnie 

see  Agriculture,  Board  of. 

Board  of  Education 

tee  Education,  Board  of. 

Board  of  Trade 

see  Trade,  Board  of. 

Boers 

Pom-pmns,  BritisK-mad^  snpolied  to — 
Number  and  Dates  of  Supply. 
Q.  Mr.  F.  Wil>M>Q :  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  FA.  4>  336. 

Bohemia 

Trade  Reports— Presented.  FA.  »,  SB. 

Boland.Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  S.] 

Bee-keepiuK  in  Ireland— Disease  of  Fool 
Brood— Measure  of  the  Board  of  ^p* 
ooltnre  to  stamp  out,  FA.  8,  AS; 
FA.  11,  1030. 

Cahirciveen  Parish  Committee  Scheme- 
Cause  of  Delay  in  Operation  of,  FA. 

11, 1035.  I 
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Boland,  Hr.  J.—eont. 

61«UHur  Boad  Dispute-^tepa  to  be  taken 
regu^ng,  Feb.  9,  727. 

Librarioa— Xomberof  Rural  DutrictCotm- 
cils  ETailing  tliemselTei  of  Act  of  1902, 
Feb.  15,  1306. 

MagistrateB,  IrUh— Supervision  of,  for 
aisniDg  Warranta  in  Irish  in  defiance 
01  Statute  fnrlttdding  —  Rgoeal  of 
Statute  ptopoaed,  Feb.  11,  im>  1033. 

MalU- 

Condition  of— Tabling  Fapen,  Feb.  A, 
832. 

Election  to  Council — 

Bill  to  amend  Law  relating  to — 

Tabling  Text  of— Pubruhing 
Comspondeooe  Telating  to 
the  new  General  Eleoti(m, 
Feb.  11,  1026. 

Change  in  Constitution  adviaable 
to  give  more  effective  Popular 
R^reeenta^.  FOt.  8,  678. 

Marine  Works,  Ireluid— Deoinon  as  to 
c<Hnmenoing,  Feb.  11, 103S. 

Railway  Rates — Redaction  of,  for  the 
carriage  of  Potatoes,  Feb.  8,  590. 

Sohoolii — Plana  for  new — Erection  of 
School  at  Lettir  (Kerry)— i'ei.  8,  591. 

Servants'  Registry  Offices— Regulation  of 
Charges  to  Servants  —  fitrodudiur 
Legi^tion,  Feb.  682. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Trade 

Imports  and  Exports— Stetiatios  for  last 
nine  years. 
Os.   Sir  ti.  Parker,  Feb.  11, 1044. 

Borneo 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb,  S,  63. 

Borneo,  British  North 

Naval  Station  at  Gaya  Bay— Advisability 
of  establishing. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir.  A.   Mr.  A.  Donglas, 
Feb.  16, 1490. 

Borough  Councils 

Indebtedness  of— Dateof  presenting  Return 

Q.   Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Feb.  8,  565. 

Boscawen,  Capt.  A-  S.  T-  G.  [Kent,  Tun- 
bridge] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  FA.  9,  SIO. 

Bosnia  and  Heraegovina 

Trade  Report— Pnaanted,  Feb.  t,  S3. 

Bosphoma 

Russian  Warships'  right  of  passage — Atti- 
tode  of  H.M.  Government. 
Q.    Mr.  G.  Bowles;   A.   Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  IS,  1336. 

10 


Boumemoufh  Owpcnration  (Txamvays) 
Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  FA.  t, 
182. 

I.    Itt"  Feb.  8,661. 
2e*  Feb.  It,  1137. 

Bowles,  Mr.  T.  &  [lynn  Regis] 

Bosphoms  and  Dardanelles,  Passage  of 
Russian  Wanhipe  throngfa — Attitude 
of  H.M.  Government,  F^.  15,  1336. 

Bnshire  Incident — Ceremonial  arranged, 
etc,  Feb.  3,  193-194. 

Reception  of  Lord  Curzoo  —  Con- 
sidering as  a  Precedent,  Fdt.  10, 
861. 

"  Centurion,"  H.M.S.— Commii 
with  defective  Gun  Sights, 
721-722. 

Fiscal  Proponis,  Feb.  16, 1363. 

GoTonunent  Views — Making  Stat» 
ment  (m,  FA.  i,  360-361. 

King's  Speech- Address  in  Answei;  FA.  f, 
171 J  Feb.  IS,  1363. 

Macedonian  Hostilities  ag^nst  Turkey— 
Servia  and  Bulgaria  joining. 

Conference,  Holding  of,  to  ntablish  a 
Form  of  Government*  FA.  10, 
850. 

Peace,  Maintenance  of,  in  European 

Turkey,  Feb.  4,  343-344. 

Peers'  Interference  at  Elections,  FA.  t, 
79. 

lUisso- Japanese  Crisis. 

British  Ports  and  Coaling  Stations — ■ 
Instructions  to,  in  the  event  of 
War,  Feb.  8,  698. 

Neatrals,  duties  of,  Feb.  10,  864. 

Thibet  Military  Expedition — Portion  of 
Expenditure  to  be  defrayed  by  India, 
Feb.  S,  192. 

Bnudl 

Trade  Report— Presented,  FA.  f.53. 

Brewers'  Licences 

Duty- Amount  p^  1902-1903— Return 
ordered,  Feb.  5,  472. 

Number  of  Persons  licensed  aa  Brewws 
—Return  ordered,  FA.  S,  472. 

Return  relative  to,  presented,  FA.  8,  663. 

Bridlington  Oorporation  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  o^  Lords,  FA.  t, 

IS2. 

/.  1R»,  Feb.  8,  557. 
2bl,FA.  is,  1137. 

Bristol,  Bishop  of 

Introduoed  to  tin  House  of  Lord^  Feb.  t, 

6. 

Bristol  Oorporation  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords, 

FA.  g,  182.  ^ 
I.  In*,  FA.  8,  561.  ^  ,     ,^  (^OOoIp 
2E-:  FA.  IS,  li37?'9'"^^^  by  V^OOglL 
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Briitol  TramwayB  (ExtenBions)  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  Honw  of  Lordst  Feb.  t, 
182. 

Brixbam  OasBill 
e.  IB*,  Fa>,  4,  300. 

BnWdhnrst,  Ur.  H.  [Leicester] 

Milner,  Lord,  Despatches  of  —  Un- 
anthoriaed  Frirate  Circulation  to 
Membem  before  pnblioatioii  of  Blue 
Book  —  Inquiry  proponed,  Feb.  16, 
1484. 

Tiansvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labonr 
to,  FA.  J.  193  i  FA.  26, 1574. 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John  T.—Seerftary 
of  Stat*  for  India  [Surrey,  Guildford.] 

Administrative  Reforms— Separaliini  of 
Judicial  and  Execntive  Funotion, 
Fth.  10, 847. 

Army. 

Native  Regiments,  OflScere  of— Rank 
other  than  MiliUry  held  by, 
Feb.  15, 1306. 

Officers. 

Cavalry  Officen,  Chargers  for, 
Feb.  10,  844. 

Combatant  Officers  subjected  to 
command  of  another  of 
inferior  rank  —  Application 
of  Aectien  71  of  Act,  to 
India,    feb.  15,  1309. 

Unifontis— Changes  in,  Feb.  16, 
1479. 

Staff   Corps    Officers  holding 
Military  rank— Question  of 
taking  command  according 
to,  Feb.  15,  1309. 
Cancer  cases  in  India— Recording  separ- 
ately in  Dispensary  and  Hospital 
RetnniB,  FOt.  11, 1013. 

Final  Policy- -Tabling  Puwra— Views  of 
Indian  Government,  Fa>.  4t  3^ 

King's  Speech  —  Address  in  answer, 
Feb.  5,  503. 

Marines,  Royal  Indian — Memorial  from 
Officers — Consideration  of,  Feb.  16, 
1480. 

Official  Secrets  Bill— Reply  to  Memorial 
against  Confining  Provisions  to  Naval 
and  Military  Secrets,  Feb.  4>  337. 

Police  Service— Committee  Report--Dat« 
of  Laying  before  Parliament— Nature 
of  Reoommendationn,  Fd>  16,  1480, 
149a 

Ridlwi^  Contracts. 

German. 

Tyres  and  Axles,  for— Specifica- 
tiona  as  to  Analysis  and 
Breaking  Teste,  etc,  Feb.  IS, 
1316. 

Value  of  the  Order— Unfavour- 
able Report  on  Locomotives 
made  in  Germanyt  etc., 
Feb.  9,  722,  728. 
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Btodrick,  Bt-  Hon.  St  John  F- 

Railway  Contracts— conf. 

Preference  to  Tenders  of  F.ngliih  am 
Foreign  Makers,  Feb.  13.  1314. 

South  African  War,  PreparatiMis  for,  and 
Conduct  of— Charges  aguiut  Mim^ 

ters,  Feb.  5, 803. 

Tibet. 

Indian  Trade  with— Grantiiig  RMun, 

Feb.  8,  676-577. 

Military  Expedition  to. 

Expenditure  —  Portion  to  be 
defrayed  by  India,  Feb.  S. 
192. 

Cause  and  Objects — Strength  of 
Military  Force  employed— 
Estimated  Cost — C^ame  to 
be  borne  by  India — TaUinc 
Papers — Permiaritm  to  mtxr 
Thibetan  Territory.  Feb.  4, 
3.17-339. 

Transvaal— Chinese  Labour  Importation 
Ordinance — Indian  Coneent  to  <  ^laane 
34  applying  Conditions  to  BritiiA 
Indians,  /ef.  11,  1021. 

Uncovenanted  Services  —  Payment  of 
Commntation  Allowances  to  Retired 
Members  at  the  officially  fixed  nU« 
for  the  Rupee,  Feh.  10,  843. 

Bromley.  Boroogfa  of 

Incorporation  Charter  preunted,  Fth.  t, 
68, 98. 

Brnff 

Evening  School,  Refusal  of  grant  to,  on 
account  of  want  of  qualification  on  tb> 
the  part  of  the  teacher,  allured. 
Q.  Mr.  London  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaia, 

Feb.  15, 1332,  1333. 

Bnumer,  ffir  J-  T.  [Cheshire,  Nottiiwidi] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  i/,  1113. 

BnuselsAct,  1890 

Measures  taken  to  enforce. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  A.  Mr.  LyttelUw. 
Feb  6, 479. 

Brnssela  Sugar  Oonvention 

Sugared  Gooda,  Treating,  on  a  Differeoi 
Basis  to  Sugar — Oovemment  Intar- 
feienoe  on  b^ilf  of  English  Mann&c- 
tnrers. 

Q.  Mr.  Lough;  i4.  Mr.  O.  BaUoor, 

Feb.  8,  686-686. 

Bryoo.  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  11,  1068. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  i, 
371 ;  Feb  11, 1068. 

Macedonian  Crisis- Atrocities  committed 
by  Turkish  Troops,  Ontrageson  WonwB 
lUtd  Children,  ete.,  Feb.  4,  371. 

Transvaal— Importation  of  Chinese  Laboar 

 Laying  Copy  of  Ordinance  on  toe 

Table— Publishing;  Evidence  teken  be- 
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Brymbo  Water  Bill 

c.  JR.*  Feb  4,  309. 
Bnchaiuui.  Hr-  T-  B.  [Perthshire,  £  ] 

Army  Eatiniates— Appendiow,  Inclouon 
of,  Feb.  10,  843. 

Supplementary — Date  of  Pnhltcatioii,  Feb. 
J6,  1483. 

Expenditure  under  South  Afrioan  Loan 

Act,  Feb.  10,  845. 

Civil  Service  Kstiniatea,  Pnblioation  of 
Supplementary,  Feb.  16, 1476. 

King'*  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  t, 
US. 

Mines  in  British  Empire  worked  by  in- 
dentured Foreign  Labonr,  Feb.  10,  848. 

National  Debt— Amount  of  Unfunded 
Debt,  Treasury  Bilte  and  Exchec[uer 
llonik— Katea  of  Interest  and  Periods 
of  renewal,  Feb.  4,  326. 

Soinalilaud  Expedition— Cost  during  pres- 
ent Financial  Year— Original  Efitimate 
—Total  Amount  spent,  F^.  8,  575. 

Transvaal. 

Central  African  lAbour,  conditions 

of  reomiting,  iw.  IS,  1324. 
Chinese  Labonr,  Importation 

Chinese  Government — Obtaining 
Views  of,  oil  proposed  Regu- 
lation*! with  regard  to,  Feb.  11, 
1017,  1024. 
Conveyance  of  Rights  over  im- 

E^rted  labourers  to  another 
icensed  Person,  Feb.  10, 849. 

Legislative    Council,  Report  of 
Prot-eediayn,  Feb.  IS,  1199. 

Number  to  be  imported,  term  of 
years,  etc.,  Feb  1?,  1198. 

Ordinance. 

Amendments  to,  Feb.  10. 849 ; 
Feb.  It,  1023 ;  F^.  19, 
1199. 

Chinese  Government,  Assent 
of,  Feb.  16,  1494. 

Clause'  32 — Placing  Sections 
of  Acts  refered  to  in,  in 
the  Library,  feb.  10,  846. 

ConditiouB — Appointment  of 
Inspector  to  see  that 
Contract  ib  carried  out, 
Feb.  15, 1318. 

Explanation  of  Terms  of  Con- 
tract to  Labourer*  — 
Arran^iement  as  to,  Feb. 
15, 1319. 

Indian  Assent  to  Clause 
34   applying  conditions 
to  Bntisli  bidiuie,  Feb. 
11,  1(120, 1021. 
Recruiting — Ammgement  as  to, 

Feb.  11,  1022;  Feb.  IS,  1319. 
Tianapnrt  Regulations,  enforcing 
Feb.  16,  1491,  1492. 
Railways  in  Ttaiiavaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony — Government  Pur- 
cha<<rof  —Amount  pa'd,^VA.  .^,577. 


BachMuuii  lb-  T>  B. — <!on'- 

IVansvaal — eont. 

War  Debt— Stops  to  be  taken  in  view 
of  non-payment  of.  Fib.  4t 
346. 

Boilding  SocietieB 

Annual  Report  with  Abstract  of  Annual 
Account  and  Statements  for  1903,  pre- 
sented, Feb.  ^  306,  324. 

Bulgaria 

Elections,  Method  of  conducting. 

0.  Lord  Newton.  Feb.  IS,  1264. 
War  with  Turkey  owin^  to  disturbed  state 
of  Macedonia,  Possibilitieu  of. 

Of.  Mr.  H.  Law,  Feb.  4,  362  ;  Mr. 
Bryce.  373 ;  Lord  Newton,  Feb. 
IS,  1268. 

Q».  Mr.  G.Bowles;  A:  Earl  Percy, 
i'eA.     343  ;  .^6.  10,  860. 

Bnnerama 

,    Sewerage  Scheme— Delay  in  Prooednre 
with — Causw  of. 
Q.  Mr.  CDoherty    A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  16,  1462. 

Bnrntialand,  Fort  of 

Pilotage  Bye-law— Order  in  Council,  FA. 
A  66,  103. 

Burton  and  AaUfy 

Light  Railway  Order  presented,  FA.  t, 
62.86. 

Bnshire  Incident 

Reception  of  Lord  Curzon— Creation  of  a 
Precedent. 
Q.   Mr.  G.   Bowles;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
Feb.  iO,  861. 

Cereraomal  arranged,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Earl  Percy,  JVi. 
S,  193,  194. 

Bntter. 

Adulteration  of— Necessity  for  Legislative 
Measures. 

O.  Earl  of  Lichfield,  Feb.  16,  1465  ; 
Earl  of  Onslow,  1467. 

Buxton,  Mr.  8.  a  [Tower  HamUts.  Poplar] 

245. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  proceeding  with,  FA. 
8,697. 

Tiansraal,     Imporution    of  Chinese 
Labour  to,  Feb.  16, 1654. 

Ordinance. 

Amendments,  Laying  Reasons 
for,  Ijefore  Die  Honse,  Feb. 
11, 1023;  Feb.  16, 1493. 

Changes  in,  during  passage 
through  Legislative  Counal, 
Reasons  for,  Feb.  15.  1318. 

Discussion  of— Opportunity  for, 
Feb.  4,  339. 

Postpopeip^^^^ 


Bux-Ciaii] 
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Buxton  Urban  District  Conncil  Kll 

Introdnction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  2, 
182. 

I.  IR.  •  Feb.  8,  557. 
2r.  •  Feb.  12,  1137. 

Byrne,  Sergeant 

Court  of  Inquiry  into  Conduct  of  —  Deci- 
rion — Laying  Copy  of  Evidence  on  the 
Table. 

Q.  Mr.  Dnffy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  10, 1481. 

Cabinet 

Changes  in,  dne  to  Mr.  Cbamberlain'a 
Fiscal  PropoealB. 
0:  Earl  Spencer,  Feb.  ^,  33 ;  Sir 
H.  Campbell -Bannerman.  120. 

Errors  of  Judenient. 
0.  Mr.  W.  Churchill.  Feb.  10,  B14. 

Resignati<Hii  from. 

Manipulation  of  the  situation  the 
Prirae  Minister,  alluied. 
O.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  Feb.  9,  768. 

Reasons  for. 

0*.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  Feb.  9,  763,  756  ; 
Lord  G.  Hamilton.  787;  Mr. 
Kitchie,  878-881 ;  Mr.  W.  Long, 
903 ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  11,  1083. 

GahirciTeen 

Pariah   Committee   Scheme  —  Cause  of 
Delay  in  Operation  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland:  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 

Feb.  11,  1035. 

Gamberwell,  Borough  of 

Parliamentary  Bye-election  for  Didwich 
DlTieion— New  Writ,  Feb.  g,  74;  New 
Member  sworn,  78. 

Cambrian  Railways  Bill 

Introdnction   of,   in   House   of  Lords, 

Feb.  g,  182. 
/.  IR*  Feb.  8,  558. 
2r*  Feb.  16,  1463. 

Cambridge  TTniTersity 

Statutes  made  by  Govemiag  Bodies  pre- 
sented, Feb.     72,  102-103. 

Campbell,  Mr-  J.  [Armagh,  S.] 

Armagh  — Sale  of  Entat^a  —  Method  of 
Conducting  Negotiations,  Ftb.  15, 
1329.  13.30. 

Ivoagh-Pirrie  Motor  Car  Service— Infor- 
mation as  to,  Feb.  if,  1330. 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Bt-  Hon-  Sir  H. 

[Stirlii^  Burghs]. 

Fisoal  Proposals,   Feb.   U,  1426,  1431. 

Government     altitude     towards  — 
NecesBity  for  definition  of  Policy, 
JVft.  5, 120,  129-138. 
King's  Speech — Address  in  answer,  Frb.  S, 

118;  Feb.  4,  454,  4fll,  462;   Feb.  5, 

488;  teb.  16,  1426. 

Russo-Japanese  Crisis  —  InfonnatioD  re- 
ganling.  Feb.  8,  508. 


Campbell-Bannemuui.  Bt.  Hon-  Sir  H-  - 

South  African  War,  PreparatioDs  for,  aad 
CJondnot  of — ChaigeeagainstBlinistcn, 
Feb.  S,  489. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  CbuMsae  laboor 

to. 

Discnssion  in  the  Honse,  Facilities  for 
Fe&.  4,  341 ;  FOi.  16,  1337. 

Evidence  before  Labour  Gommiw* 
— PnbiicaUon  of,  Feb.  4,  341; 
Fa>.  9,  730. 

Ordinance  —  CHrculation  ot  Olfidal 
Copy,  Feb.  9,  730-732. 

Canada 

Bounty  System,  Extension  of. 

Os.  Mr.  T.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  605,  606. 

Fiscal  Pmposali,  itee  Mfufrr  Fi»!cal  Policj'. 

Gambling  in  Fictitious  GoodK — Lejirislatioii 
regarding — Omission  from  Blue-book 
on  Gambling. 

Q.   Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfoor. 
Feb.  11,  1011. 

"Grecian,"  Stranding  of,  Smtpension  of 
Captain  Harrison's  Certificate— Re- 
payment of  Costs  of  Appeal  by  tbe 
Canadian  Government. 

Q.  Lord  Muflkerrv  ;  A.  Lord  Wo^ 
verton,  Feb.  16,  1469. 

Immigrants  into,  1902-3 — Number  and 

Nationalities. 
Q.   Mr.  1).  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  8,  SIZ. 

Mail  Service  to — 

Kilrnsh,  Co.  Clare,  claim  of,  as  a  Port 
of  call. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Locd 
Stanley,  Feb.  8,  597. 
Routes,   Experiments  to  determine 
the  best — Existing  Contracts  for 
conveyance  of— Names  of  Coo- 
tractors— Period  (rf  CcmtiKcts. 
Q.  Mr.  Devlin,   A.    Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Feb.  11,  1029. 

Ontario— Sudbury  Nickel  Mines— Fature 
Control  of, 
Q.  Mr.  Norman,  A.  Hr.  LytteltoD, 

Feb.  4,  saf. 

Tariff. 

German,  in  respect  of  Canadian  Goods 
— CorrespondcDce  relating  to,  pre- 
sented, Feb.  e,  55,  90. 

German  Goods,  Retaliatory  pol^y 

towards. 

Os.    Mr.  Emniott,  Sir  G.  Parlur, 
Feb.  8,  667. 

Canary  Islands 

Trade  Report— I'resented,  *,5B. 

Cancer 

India,  cases  in — Recording  separately  in 
Dispensary  and  Hospital  Itetnms. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Urodriek, 
Fel.  11,  1013. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  La- 
bour, Feb.  11.  1001. 
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Oardiff  BaUway  BUI 

IntrodnctioD  of,  in  Houbo  of  Loiast 

Feb.  9,  182. 
/.  Ik.*  Feb.  8,  668. 

Oarlisia  Oorporation  Bill 

e,  IR.*  Feb.  4,  309. 
2h.*  JW.  9,  711. 

Oarrigeen 

Police  Protection  for  Peter  Morrissey  at. 
Q.  Mr.  Daffy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb. 
16, 1498. 

Oanington,  Earl 

Transvaal— Importation  of  Chinese  La- 
bour, Feb.  IS,  1153. 

OaTendish,  Mr-  B.  F.  [Lancashire,  Lons- 

daloj 

Fiscal  ProposftlB,  Feb.  9,  SOS. 

OaTendisll,  Ifc.  V-  0.  Vf-— Financial  Secre- 
tary oj  the  Treasury  rDerbyshire,  W.] 

Canatlian  Mail  Routes — Experiments  to 
determine  the  best  Koutes — Existing 
Contract— Name  of  Contractor,  Feb. 
11,  1029. 

Civil  Ser\'ice  Supplementary  Eatimates — 
Publication  ot,  Feb.  16,  1476. 

Historical  MSS.  CommiBsion,  Steps  taken 
by,  for  the  Publication  of  the  MSS.  of 
the  Irish  Franciscans,  FtA,  4.  349. 

Law  Officers  of  the  Crown— Salaries  and 

Fees,  Feb.  4,  329. 

Longford — Postal  Arrangements,  Appoint- 
ment of  Aiixiliai^  Postmen  to  laciU- 
tate  Delivery  of  Letters,  etc.  proposed, 

Feb.  11,  1039. 

Taxes,  Surveyors  of,  —  eatabliabment  of 
Chief  Clerks  for,  Feb.  15,  1304. 

Vaccination,  Compulsory — Cost  incurred 
through  Enforcement  of,  Feb.  15, 1^. 

Cecil,  Mr.  E-  [Aston  Manor] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb,  12,  1247. 

Cecil,  Lord  H-  B.  H.  [Greenwich] 
Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  9,  823. 

Debate  on— transferring  from  the 

Addre-os  to  a  Bnb&eqnent  Date, 

Feb.  4,  :t59. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer.  Feb.  S, 
179  ;  Feb.  9,  823. 

Political  Opinions — Statement,  Feb.  9, 
824. 

Census 

England  and  Wales,  Tables  for— Index 

presented,  Feb.     56,  91. 
Scotland— Report  presented,  F^.  f,  56, 

91. 

"  Oentnrion,"  HM-S- 

Gun  Sights,  Defects  in~MeRsares  taken 
to  remedy. 
Qa.  Mr.  R.  Lncas,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ; 
A.    Mr.   Pretynian,  Feb.  9, 
721-722. 
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Ceylon 

Annual  Report  (1902)  presented,  F^.  «, 

54,  90. 

Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  House 
of  Lorda 

Temporary  resignation  of  Earl  of  Morley 
and  appointment  of  Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh. 
Motion   [Marquess   of  Lansdowne] 
/€fc.  75,  1139.  .   ,«  . 

Off.  Ewl  Spencer,  Eari  of  Cork, 
Duke  of  Abercom,  FA.  IX, 
1140 ;  Lord  BaUoor  of  Bur- 
leigh, 1141. 

Chairmen's  Panel 

Appointment    of     Members  —  Report, 
Feb.  11, 1039. 

Chamberlain,  Bt  Hon.  J.  [Birmingham,  W.] 
Fiscal  reform  proposals,  see  title  Fiioal 

Policy. 

Genina  of  Friendship  possessed  by. 

0.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.  8,  623. 
King's  Speech  —Address  in  Answer,  Fd>.  4, 

385,  449,  456,  461,  462,  464. 
South  African  War- Preparationa  for,  and 

Conduct  of— Chai^  against  Minu- 

ters,  Feb.  4,  449,  499. 

Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon-^  J-  A.-ChanceUor 

oJ  the  Exchequer  [V,  orcestersbire,  1£.J 
Chilian  Battleships,  Purchase  of— Tabling 

Supplementary   Estimates   to  meet 

Payment  of,  Feb.  8,  579-580- 
Coal  Exports- Statistics  regarding,  FA.  9, 

724. 

Coal  Tax— Report  of  Commission  on  Coal 

Supplies,  Feb.  16, 1478. 
Consols  bought  and  sold  uDd«PaWie 
BuildinjKi  Expenses  Act,  1898— Ac- 
count of,  Feb.  8,  567. 
Departmental     Administration  —  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry. 
Date    of    Appointing— Number  of 
Meetings   held,    etc,    FA.  15, 
1325,  1326. 
Delay  in  presenting  Report,  FA,  8, 
580-581. 

Import  Duties  on  Com  and  Grain  from 
India  —  Amount  Collected  while 
Registration  charge  of  Is.  per 
Quarter  was  in  Force,  Feb.  11, 1011. 

Fiscal  Propoeals,  Feb.  15, 1431. 
Income  Tax. 

Colonial  Insurances,  ExempUon  of  -- 
Legislation  proposed,  FA.  IS, 
1324,  Feb.  16,  1476. 
Merchant  Shipping— Profits  on  Under- 
takings in  the  United  Kingdom 
assessed  for  Income  Tax  in  1899- 
1900,  1900-1901,  1901-2,  190^-3 
respectively,  Feb.  11, 1027. 
Roman  Catholic  Clergy  in  Iielwd, 
exemption    from    tax  allegeo. 
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Oluunberlftiiii  Kifht.  Han,  A-—eotU. 

Income  Tu— con<. 

SootUod — TsKue  of  Ten  Da;  Notices  of 
Beoovery.  Feb.  4,  321,  347. 

Ireland,  Adminutration  of~amount  of 
Annual  Saving,  account  kept  of,  eto., 
Fab  IS,  1305. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb  8, 
138,^43,  144, 147. 

National  Debt— Amonnt  of  Unfunded 
Debt,  Treasury  Bills  aud  Exchei^aer 
Bonds— Kates  of  Interest  and  Periods 
of  Renewal,  Feb  4,  326. 

Strabane — Gas  Works  CooBtnictlon — 
Delay  in  granting  loan  by  the 
Treasury,  Feb.  11,  1039. 

Tobacco— Fine  charged  in  addition  to 
Duty  spontaneoualy  tendered,  Feb.  8, 
566. 

Ireland,  grown  in— Rebate  of  Duty, 
Feb.8,m 

Transvaal. 

Loan,  Date  of  Issue  of— Agreement 
as  to  underwriting,  Feb.  4t  325. 

War  Debt — Non-payment  of  Guaran- 
tee— Steps  to  be  taken  in  view  of 
Feb.  4,  325,  346. 

Unexpended  Balances  from  Votes  —Total 
Amounts  surrendered  to  the  Ex- 
chequer in  each  of  the  last  ten  Years, 
Feb.  tf,  716-717. 

Whiskey. 

Immature — Increase  in  Lunacy  and 
Crime  due  to  Consumption  of — 
Kegnlations  as  to  Sale  of,  Feb.  IS, 
1325. 

lodiscriminatc  labelling  of,  a<>  Irish  or 
Scotch  according  to  Needs  of 
Customers,  alleged,  Feb.  IS,  1826. 

OhMiwtllflT  of  the  Pnchy  <rf  Laacwrtw 

JU.  Son.  Sir  IT.  S.  Wtdrwd, 

Chancellor  of  the  Broliewor 

Rt.  Bon.  J.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

Churning.  Mr.  F-  A-  [Nortbante,  £.] 

Betting — Advisabilitv  of  L^^slation  on 

Feb  11,  1012-1013. 

Congo  Free  Stote,  Atrocities,  alleged,  in 
— obtaining  official  Confirmation  of 
Kev.  T.  H.  Week's  statamentB.  Ftb,  4, 
329. 

Education  Rates  —  Passive  Rpsisters, 
Illegality  of  placing,  in  Prisoner's 
Dock,  Feb  4,  327. 

Trade  "  Comers  " — International  Agree- 
ment to  restrain  —  Gomraunicationa 
with  United  Sti^  Government, 
Feb.  B,  476. 

Valuation,  Amendment  of  Law  as  to— 
Assessment  of  Workmen's  Cottages, 
Feb.  S,  476. 

Chaplin,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  [Linoolnshire,'  81«a- 
ford] 

Fiscal  Proposal*,  Feb.  11.  103*. 
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Oh&ring  CroBB,  Enaton 
BulwayBill 

c.  iB*.  FtA.  4,  309. 
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Oharitias 

Gateshead  County  Boroogh,  in— Retnre 
relating  to,  ordered,  /V6.  9,  Hi. 

Montgomery,  County  of — Ketnm  reUtii- 
lu  Inquiry  presented,  Feb.  3,  19li. 

Sunderland  County  Borough  —  Rntn 
relative  to  ordered,  F'eb.  9,  714-71% 

Wiltshire—  Ketnm  presented,  Feb.  9,  7li 

Charleston,  U.&A-,  and  District 

Trade  Report-Presented,  Feb.  :,ii. 

OluAMa  Hosffital 

Aocouufs  presented  with  Report  of  Vt-aty^ 
troller  and  Anditor-UenetBl,  Ffh.  }\ 
1473. 

Army  Prize  Money  and  Legacy  Faml— 
Aceunnts  (A  receipts  and  ezpeiiditaR 
presentMl,  Feb.  16, 1453,  1471 

Cheahin  Electricity  and  Power-Oaa  KU 

e.  IR*.  fe&.  4,  3)9. 
2r»,  Ftb.  IS,  1300. 

Chesterfield  Corporation  Tnunwajs  aid 
TmprorementB  Bill 

Introduction    of,   in    Uouite  of  hmt^ 

Feb.  S.  182. 
/.  IR".  Feb.  S,  557. 
2r»,  F«6  i?.  1137. 

Chesterfield  Cas  and  Water  Board  Bill 
Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  F&  '■ 

182 

/.  IR*,  Feb.  8,  557. 
2R;FtblS,  1137. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

Bt.  ffon.  Q.  Wyndhcm. 

Children 

Pauper  Children  in  Scotland,  Boanlin::- 
oot  System— Appointment  of  La  y 
Inspectors,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Tennant;   A.  Mr.  A.  <> 
Murray,  Feb.  15,  1305. 

School  Training  and  early  employment  in 
Lancashire— Report  presented,  Fth.:. 

ChiU 

BattlnsMps,   Purchase  of— Insertion 
Part   Payment   in  SupplemenUi? 

£stimatea. 
Q.    Mr.    McCrae  ;    A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  8,  579^ 

I^reel  Post  Convention  with — Regvb- 
tion  presented,  Fe6.  jf.  56,  92. 


China 


British  Trade  with,  falling  off  in,  allegerl 
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Chinolia  Island)*,  Labourers  imported  to — 
Goano  Trade  forbidden  by  British 
Goraument — Tabling  papers. 

Q.  Mr.  Labonchere  ;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
Ftb.  4,  345-346. 

Hoiiir-KoDg,  gee  that  title. 

Manuhuria,  see  that  title. 

■   Mongolia,  Report  of  Journeys  in,  prunented , 
Feb.  3,  or,  03. 

Mnlttieo,     Aotung    and  Tatungkan— 
Appointment  of  Britisli  Consuls  at, 
6.   Mr.  Moon  ;  A.    Earl  Percy, 
Feb.  16, 1478. 

Newch-vi-aiig,  see  that  title. 
Port  Arthur,  Uuwaian  Toonage  Dues  at— 
Consular  Rewirt  on. 
Q.    Mr.  Moon  ;   A.     Earl  Percy, 
Feb.  16,  1478. 

KailwayM. 

British      Bondliol<lers'  luteresls, 
ArraiigemenU  as  to. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  Walton  ;    A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  15,  1323. 

British  Conceseions,  Failure  to  ratifv. 
09.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  607  ; 
Earl  Percy,  619. 

Canton-Kowloon  lUilway— Ph^hs 
of. 

Q.   Mr.  Weir  ;   A.    Earl  Feroy, 
Feb.  10,  85t. 

Preferential  Rates,  prohibition  of. 
0.    Mr.  J.  AValton,  Feb.  8,  C09. 

Tibet,  see  that  title. 

Tientsin,  Treaty  of— Violation  of  Most- 
favoured-nation Clause,  alleged. 
0.    Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  608. 

Trade  Reports— Presented,  Feb.  g,  02,  53. 

Transvaal  Importation  of  labonrera  to,  xee 
Traiuvaai— Labour  QueHtion. 

Treaty  with  (1908)  presented,  Feb.  3,  SO. 
92 

Provisions,  of  Powers  assenting  to, 
Date  of  coming  into  force,  etc. 
Os.    Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8, 
610  ;  Earl  Percy,  620. 

Wei-bai-Wei  used  by  Japanese  as  a  base 
for  naval  operations,  rumours  aa  to. 
Os.     Eail  Spencer.   Marquess*  of 
I<ansdon-ne,    Feb.   li,    liSO  ; 
Feb.  1.'.,  l-ioy. 

Yunnan,  North  Wwat— Ke|>ort  by  Acting 
Consul  ou  a  journey  in,  preseutod, 
Feb.  £,  61,  93. 

China  and  E&rthanw&ra 

Condition  of  Pottery  Indnsb-y. 

0,  Sir  A.  S.  flaslani.  Feb.  15,  1373. 

ImportB  and  Exports— Statistics  for  last 
nine  years. 
0»:  Sir  G.  Parker,  Feb.  11, 1044. 

Lead  GlaziM— Rules  relating  to, 
Q.   Sir  C.   McLaren ;    A.     Mr.  A. 
Donglas.  Feb.  9,  72.">. 

2.-) 


Ohinft  and  Barthenware— fonf. 

Lead  poisoning— Nunil>er  of  Deaths  from, 
in  1903. 

Q.     Mr.   Coahill  ;     A.    Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  J'e6.  16,  1495-1496. 

Manufacture  and  Decoration  of— Amended 
Special  Rules  presented,  Feb.  S,  69, 97. 
Potterie^',  the.  Lady  Factory  Inspector  for. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;   A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas 
Feb.  0,1 

Q.  Mr.  Coghill  ;  A.   Mr.  A.  Donglas, 
Feb.  16.  1404-1405. 

Ohincha  lalancU 

Chinese  Labourers  imported  to  work  on 
Onano  Depoute— Trade  forbidden  by 
British  Government— Tabling  Papers. 
Q.    Mr.    Labonchere  ;   A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  4,  345-846. 

Chippenham 

Conservative  Member  op  posed  anil  attackeil 
by  Member  of  the  Government,  on 
the  Fiscal  Policy,  alleged. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Merely,  Feb.  8.  63(3. 
()37  ;  Lord  H.  Cecil,  Feb.  », 
827  ;  Sir  ('.  Dilke,  Feb.  Pi, 
868  ;  Sir  E.  (ircy,  887  :  Mr.  ^\  . 
Long,  897  ;  S.r  J.  Dickwi- 
IVyniler,  898.  800.  988  ;  Mi. 
W.  Churchill.  007. 

Ohippenliam  Oas  Bill 

c.  IR*.  Feb.  4,  310. 
2r*   Feb.  16,  1472. 

Ohiromo  and  Blantyie  Kailway 

Construction  of— Washing  away  of  Em- 
bankment—Cost of  Construction  per 
Mile- 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  :  A.  Earl  Percy, /^f 6. 
11,  1017,  10-27. 

Chorley 

Parliamentary  Bye-«lection— N'«w  Writ, 
Feb.  S,  74  ;  New  Member  sworn,  77. 

OhriBt'B  Hospital 
Site  of— 

Government  Acquisition  of — Arrange- 
ment for  Formation  of  a  Mew 
Street. 

Q.   Kir  J.  Dinisdata ;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb  8,  588-680. 
Post  Office  Traffic— IVoviding  Facili 
ties  for  inci  easing. 
Q.     Ml.   Cohen ;     A.  Lord 
Stanley.  Feb.  10,  859. 

Ohmcb  DiBdpliiia  Bill 

e.  iR*   Feb.  5,  484. 

GhnrclUU.  Hi-  W-  L-  S-  [Mdham] 
Fiscal  PropoBak,  Feb.  10, 907. 

Older 

Report  on  the  makiiuE.of^Se8en1«dkiirf(.>  S- 
63,  89. 


OiTil  Oontingondes  Fund 

Receipts  and  Payments  1902-3— Distribu- 
Uon  of  rapital— CorreBDondenoe  with 
Comptroller  aoA  Auditor  General— 
Cofy  ordered.  Feb.  3,  191— PreMnted, 
Feb.  4,dSS. 

Civil  List 

Consolidated  Fond,  Issues  from— Aeoonnt 
presented,  Feb.  8,  563. 

Oity  of  London 

See  Londm,  City  of. 

OiTil  Service 

Appropriation  Acoeunts  and  Reports 
(1902-1903),  presented,  Feb.  4,  324. 

Colonial  Agents- General— Parfioipation  in 
Political  Demonstrations. 
Q.  Dr.Shipnian;  A.  Mr.  Ly ttelton. 
Feb.  ^333. 
C<Hnmi8sionerB.    SeerHtary    to— Special 
naalifications      rmuired  —  Treasury 
Minute  presented,  Feb.  Z,  70,  95. 

Digby,  Sir  K.  E.,  Pension  to -Treasury 
Minnte  awarding  Special  Pension, 
F«b.  t,  70,  95. 

Estimates. 

Supplementary    (1903-4),  presented, 
Feb.  JO.  842. 

Q.    Mr.  Buchanan ;    A.  Mr. 
Victor  Cavendish,  Feb.  16, 
1476. 
Superannuation. 

■Appwntments  without  Certificate— 

Treaaniy  Minute  presented,  FtA. 

«,1QM,^i  Feb.  10,  842. 
Certificates  granted  tfarottgh  inadrer- 

tenoe,  F^.  11^  963. 
Inspeetor-General  in  Bankruptcy,  pro- 

fewional  qoalitioations  neceesary 

—Treasury    Minute  piesented, 

Feb.  15,  ?258,  1301. 
Retirt'd        Allowances  —  Treasury 

Minutes  granting,  presented,  Feb. 

S,  559-560,  503-564  ;  Feh.  U,  1138, 

1191. 

Clerks  in  Crown  Offices 

Women— Honrs    cf    Wor  b— Overtime- 
Rate  of  Pay. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  JohnHtone;    A  Mr 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  8,  573. 

'Clothing 

Pi  -ceworb  wages  for  manufacture  of —Copy 
of  Regulations  presented,  Feb.  g,  ^ 

Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Bill 

lutr^uction  of,  in  House  of  Lords.  Feb,  10, 

I.  IR.'  Feb.  16, 1468. 
Coal 

JExport  of, 

(juantitiex  exported  at  declared  values 
of  5-fts.,  6-7.T.,  7-8.?.,  per  ton  re- 
spectively- Official  explanation  of 
smaller  quantities  at  6-7a.  per  ton 
p.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr 
2g  A.  Chamberlain,  Feb.  9,  TM. 
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Coal— «on<. 

Export  of— con/. 

Return  relative  to,  ordered,  Feh.  9, 7It 


Supply  practically  inexhaustible,  allt^ 

0.    Mr.  mtohie,  Feb.  10,  873. 
Tax  OQ — CommissioB  on  Coal  Snpplm— 
Interim  Report  on  Tkxadoa  pnpase^ 
Q.   Sir  G.  Newnes;  A.    Mr.  A 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  26, 14^ 

Welsh. 

Export  of— Method  of  cbecking  De- 
clared Values  —  Correctnen  of 
Coal  Values  given  in  moDtlih' 
Trade  Reports  —  Penalties  kr 
False  Statements. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  Balfour,  Feb.  8,  5<4-583l 
Smokeless— Area  of  CoalGuId  in  Soatk 
Wales — EstLmatefl  amount  soit- 
able  for  Naval  Purpoees— Tctfsl 
Amount  exported  1903— Secntii^ 
Future  Supply. 
Qe.    Sir  L.  Knowles,  Mr.  Cot- 
hUl ;  A.    Mr.  A.  DooglaL 
Fd}.  8,  581-582. 

Coal  Indofltry 

Importance  of,  to  other  industries  ol  Un 
Country. 
O.    Mr.  P.  Peaee,  Feb.  9,  738. 
Output  per  head  of  the  population — Con- 
pansons  with  the  United  States. 
0».   Sir  i.  Kitson,  Feb.  9,  804. 

Coal  Uines  (Employment)  Bill 

c.  IE.'  Feb.  15,  1339. 

Coal  Mines  Begnlation  Bill 

ff.  iR*  FA.  8,  599. 

Coalinc  Station 

Welsh—Proposed  Coaling  Station  in  Soa'h 
Wales  —  Government  Acoe[rt«Dee  trf 

Offer. 

Q.  Mr.  O.  Williams ;  A.  Mr.  PMt- 
man,  FA.  12,  I03a 

Cobden,  Bichard 

see  Fiscal  Policy. 

0oco8-Ke«liiig  Islandfl 

Annual  Report  (1903)  preeented,  54, 

Coffee  Industry 

Colombia— Report  presented,  Feb.  S,  53. 

Cogan,  BCr.  D.  J-  [Wicklow,  E] 

Arklow  Harbour,  Condition  of — Report  <rf 
Board  of  Works  Engineer,  etc.  Fth. 
i5, 1331. 

Land  Commission — 

Ratbdmm,  number  of  cases  decided, 
total  amount  of  first  term  rats 
etc.,  i'eft.  i»,  1198. 

Coghill,  Hr.  D.  H-  [Stoke-npon-Trent] 

Lady  Inspector  in  the  Potteries — Duties — 
Reason  of  Appointment— £ifa/w«,  Feb. 

i49ft-(^?M^oyVjOOQle 
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Coi^lill,  Ht.  D.  'R.—cmti. 

Lead  Poisoning— Number  of  Deaths  from, 

in  1903,  in  the  Pottery,  House  Fainting 

and  Plumbing  Tradas  respectively, 

Feb.  IG,  1495-1496. 
Welflb  Smolcelew*  Coal— AcqairinR  Area 

of,  for  this  Country,  Feb.  8,  IS82. 

Oohen,  llr-  B.  L.  [IsUngton.E.] 

Chriflt'8  HuM|>ital  Site — Pro\fiiling  Facili- 
tiee  for  increasing  Pont  Office  Traffic, 
Feb.  10,  853. 

Conf(ol8  bought  and  sold  under  Public 
Buildings  Expenses  Act,  1898,  Account 
of,  Feb.  S,  567. 

CoUections  for  the  Belief  of  the  Wwking 

Glasses 

Balance  in  the  Bank  of  England —Redac- 
tion  of— Explanation  of. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thoiias ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  feb.  S9,  725-726. 

Collnm's  Estate,  Fermanagh 

Purchase  of  holdings  by  tenants— Eject- 
ment Notices  Berved  on  tenant*. 
(J.     Mr.   E.   Mitchell :   A.  Mr. 
AVyndhani,  Feb.  11, 1037. 

Colney  Hatch  Gas  Bill 

c.  IR*  Feb.  4,  310. 
2b*  Feb.  16,  1472. 

Oolombia 

Coffen  Industry  in— Report  presented,  Fdt. 

Colonial  Marriages  Bill 

c.  IR*  Feb.  5,  486. 

Colonial  Office 

Seeretai-y  of  Siate~-Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Lyttelton. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Dnke  of  Mail- 
borough. 


Preservation  —  Sebednle  present 
Feb.  9,  67,  106. 

Colonies 

Annual  Reports  presented,  Feb.  S,  54,  90. 

British  Consular  Representatives,  Absence 
of. 

Ot.    Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feh.  8,  603. 

Contribntions  towards  the  cost  of  the 
Navy,  Increase  in. 

King's  Speech,  Iteferenoes  in,  Feb.  t, 

3. 

Os.   Earl  Fitzwilliani,  Feb.  S,  8  ;  Earl 
Spencer,  25  ;  Mr.  Hardy,  108. 

Fiscal  Proposals,  see  Fiscal  Policy. 

Import  ]>uties— Return  for  1903  presented, 

Feb.  S,  57,  87. 

Life  Assurance  Policies— Allowing  Income 
Tax  Rebate  on  Colonial  Policies  held 
in  United  Kingdom. 

Q.  Mr  S.  King;  .^i.   Mr.  A.  Chaii- 
berlain,  Feb.  16,  1476. 

Marriage  and  Divorce  Law  —  Papers 
relating  to,  presented,  Feb.  S,  58,  91. 
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Colonies— COT**. 

Miscellaneous  Reports  presented,  Feb.  t, 
55,  90. 

Most- Favoured -KatioQ  Clauses  in  existing 
Treaties— Return,  showing  applica- 
bility to,  presented,  Feb.  i,  57, 93. 

Political  Demonstrations — Civil  Servants 
partioipatin^;  in. 
Q.  Dr.Shipman;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Feb.  4,  333. 
Preferential   Tariff  Scheme,  see  Fiscal 
Policy. 

Colnmbia,  British 

Labour.  Act  of  1902  restricting,  Dtssallow- 
anoes  of. 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Robertdon;   A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  15,  1319. 

Columbia  (excepting  the  Panama  Disteict) 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Fe6.  S,  53. 

Oolville  of  Cnlross,  Viscotint 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
hu  father.  Feh.  4,  301. 

Commerce 

See  Trade  and  Commerce. 

Commercial  Treaty  Bights 

Maintaining  and  Strengthening— Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  (Mr.  J.  Walton), 
Feb.  8,  600. 

Committals.  Ireland 

Number  of— Return  from  Clerks  of  the 
Crown  and  Peace  for  1908  presented,  Feb. 
8,  564 ;  Feh.  11,  963. 

Committees 

House  of  Lords. 

Appeal  Commi  I  toe,  Appoint  ment, 
Feb.  ?,  51. 

Chairman — Temporary  resignation  of 
Earl  of  Morley  and  appoint- 
ment of  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh- 

Motion  [Marquess  of  Lansdowne] 
Feb.  IS,  1139. 

Ot.  Earl  Spencer,  Earl  of 
Cork,  Duke  of  Aber- 
com,  Feb.  Ig,  1140  ;• 
Lord  Balfour  of  Bor- 
leigh.  1141. 

Journals   Committee,  Appointment 
Feb.  S,  51. 

Morley,  Earl*  Appointed  Chairman, 
Feb.  S,  61. 

Privileges,  Appointment,  Feb.  S,  SI. 

House  of  Commons. 

Privileges,  Appointment  of— Sessimal 

Order,  Feb.  2,  81. 

Public  Petitions,  nominated  FA.  26^ 
1451. 

Select — Resolutions  reported,  Fth.  16, 

Digitized  by  Goggle 


Com— Oon] 


INDEX. 
Fek  2— Feb, 


16. 


[Vol.  129. 


OonunitteeB— ro7i/. 

Hoiifte  of  CouimoBs — conL 

Selection. 

Standiog  Committees. 

Cbainneti'i  Panel— Members 
appointed,  Report,  Feb. 
11.  1039.  \ 

Unoppoeed  Bill  ConimitteeB— 
Members  selected  aa  Panel- 
Report  Feb.  11,  103B.  ^ 

V  ' 

Oonimoiis  (Inclosore  Awards) 

Ketum  Relative  to,  presented  Fth.  9,  713. 

Commons  Act,  1876 

Merrow  Downs,  Sun  ey— Report  by  Board  ; 
of  Agriviilture  and  Fisheries  preaented,  I 
Feb.  A',  cm  i  Feb.  (K  709.  ' 

Oxsliott  Heath,  Surrey— Report  by  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fiaheriea,  presented  j 
Feb  8,  562;  .Fed.  9,  709. 

Companies  I 

Winding  ap— General  rules  as  to,  presented 
Feb.6,m',  Feb.ll,9U 


Companies  Act  of  1900 

Evasions  of— Proposed  Amendment. 
Q.  Major   Evans-Gordon  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Ddfour,  Feb.  8^  686. 

Companies  Acts 

Effect  of,  on  Trade. 
O.  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  FOt.  9,  821. 

Company  Promotion 

Fraudulent — Legislation  to  meet  coses 
umilar  to  that  ol  Wliittaker  Wright. 
Date  ctf  introduction. 

Q.  Mr.     S.    MaoNeiU ;     A.  Mr. 
Douglas,  Feb.  15,  1335. 

Conciliation  Act,  1896 

Board  of  Trade  Proceedings  under— 
l^resented,  Feb.  S,  61,  87. 

Congo 

Free  State. 

Administration  (tf 

CorrBBpoii  donee  and  Report  from 
H.M.  Consul  at  Bonia  respect- 


ing, Fvb.  11.  962,  l(HHt. 
V.  Mr.    H.    Samuel  : 
l':ail    Percy.  Feb. 
:U3. 


A. 

4, 
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Natives,  Ill-trei*tniout  of,  alleged 

Bnisse'ii  Act  1890  —  Measures 
taken  to  enforce, 

Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  ;  A. 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  Feb.  S, 
479. 

Ollicial  confirmation  of  Rev.  T.  H. 
Weeks*  statements,  obtaining 
of. 

Mr.  Channiiig;  A.  Earl 
Perry,  Ffh.  4,  329. 

Report  preftentefl,  Feb.  S,  M.  93. 


Congo— co/i'. 

Natives,  Ill-treatment  of,  all^ed-roa/. 

Trade  Klonopolies — Report  prt- 
eented,  Feb. M,  03. 

Frencli. 

British  Consular  Representetion,  Ic- 
adequacy. 
0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Fth.  8,  BtA 

Connemara 

AlaritiB  Works— Delay  in  ex^Mnatiiig— Dat« 

of  commencing. 
Q.    Mr.  O  Malley  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynl 
ham,  Feb.  11,  1016. 

Ooniolidated  Fund 

Abstract  Accontit  with  Kci>ort  prMDtr<l 
Feb.  S,  5«3.  «  r 

Consols 

Public  BnildiogB  ExpeoKes  Act,  18»- 
('oneulB  bonefat  and   sold  nodv— 

A.  ChaK 


bought  *aod  sold 
aocouiit  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Coh«n;.4.  Mr. 
berhUD,  Feb.  8,  567. 


Constabnlaiy,  Boyal  Irish 

Acting  Sergeants  with  temporary  Rank- 
Number,  Charge,  Pay,  Dutaea  «tr 
Q-    Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  WyndhaBi. 
Feb.  S,  478. 

Belfast -Appointment  of  Uead  ConstaUe 
at  Leopold  St.  BarrackM. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  WTudhaiu. 
feb.  5, 477. 

Court  of  Inquiiy  not  oi>en  to  the  Prw— 
Trial  pf  Seigeant  WiUiamscm— Pcl> 
lishing  Report  of  Trial  with  Evideii>c 
taken. 

Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndha-r. 
Feb.  11,  1034-1035. 

Dublin  MetropolitM  Polios— Retentim  x4 
Superintendoiti^  eligible  for  Ketin;- 
inent',  nn  Active  Ust — Keaana  ttf. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  X.  Mr.  Wyndfauii. 
Feb.  It,  1014-1015. 

London!  Pulice  Barracks  Lock-up— Ibmui- 
itary  oondition  of — making  Improve- 
ments BUfi^efited. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  F^.  8,  sn. 

Pennons— Name^  of  Pensioners — Betnm 

prefiented,  Feb.  J,  94. 

Railway  Stitio  t—R^tatiotiK  prohilH) 
in;,'  Police  from  attending— Enfonni): 
of   (irantin^' Uetnm  relative  to. 
Q.    Mr.  .).   iKDonnell  ;   A.  M'. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  7l8~7ia 

Consular  Serrice 

Me  Diplomatic  and  Consular  SerTiee, 

Oontacious  Diseases 

Animals 

Order  (Amendment)  presented,  F^.  i. 

306,  323. 

Quarantine  Station  at  Southaniptni 


,ed  m  ^ 


Vol.  129.  J 


SESSION  1904, 
Feh.  l—F'-h.  16. 


[Oon— Cor 


Ctontinuons  Brakes 

Return  praented,  FA.  f,  64,  86. 

Oontnkcts 

Germany— Indian  Uailwav  Contracts  given 
to — NumW  of  Britisn  Firnu  compet- 
ing—Unfavourable  Report  oQ  Locomo- 
tivea  made  in  Germany — Exclosion  of 
German  Contractors  from  fntura 
Tenders. 

Qh.  Sir  T.  Dewar,  Sir  C.  McLaren, 
Sir  T.  Wrightson,  Mr.  Macoao- 
cliie  ;  A.  lAv.  Brodrick,  Feb  9, 
722-723. 

Indian  Railway  Contracts,  tee  Railways 
uiu^er  India. 

Ireland 

Army  Tenders  for. 

Dublin    Keceiring    Depot  for 
Tenders     and     Samples  — 
Employment     of  Civilian 
Tradesmen. 
Q.    Mr.  Field  ;  A.   Mr.  B. 
Daveoport.  FOt.  4>  857- 
308. 

Tailors,  Irish,  not  allowed  to 
tender. 
Qa.  Mr.  Field.Mr.  Nannetti ; 
A.  Mr.  B.  Davenport, 
Feb.  9,  720. 

Imaal  Military  Camp. 

Provisions  and  Forage  suppliftd 
to  —  Employment  of  Local 
Tradesmen. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A. 
Mr.  li.  Davenport,  Feb. 
4,  358. 

Navy  —  Posting    Names   of  Successful 
Tendei  a— Reason  for  Discontinuance 
of  Practice. 
Q.   Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman. 
Feb.  9,  721. 

Transport  of  Stoies  to  Gibraltar  and  Malta 
— Natnre  of  Contract— Name  of  Ship- 
ping Company  employetl  etc. 

Q.    Master  of  Elibank  ;   A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Feb.  4,  332. 
War  Office — Cfmdemned  Forage  from 
Prentis — Recovering  Iohs  on — Under- 
wood the  real  contractor. 

Q.    Sir  C.  RaBch  ;  A    Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  IG,  1483-1484. 

OoDTicts 

CobditioniU  Licences  granted,  67, 
99;  Feb.  11,  963!  1009. 

StfttisticH  relating  to,  1849  to  1853  and 
1899  to  1903. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  ;  A.    Mr.  A. 
Donglu,  Feb.  .'i,  476. 

OonTict  Prisons 

Ireland — Deputy  Governor- Special  Quali- 
ticationa — Treasury  Minute  presented, 
Feb.  e,  70,  95. 

Report  (1902—1903)  presente<1,  Feb.  S, 
57,  84. 

Cookery 

InstmctioD  in,  in  Irish  National  Schools — 
Providing  for  continuance  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Kennedy;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  11, 1013-1014. 
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Coolegreaney  Estate 

Settlement  of — Prozressof  Negotiations. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  4,  353. 

Oorbett,  Mr.  A-  C-  [Glasgow,  Tradeatonl 
Drunkenneas  in   England   and  Wales, 
Number  of  persons  tried  for,  in  live 
veara,  1892-1806,  and  1897-1901.  Feb. 

y?,  1193. 

Liverpool— Criminal  Statis'ifrs  for  1800, 

1899,  1903,  Feb.  12,  1192. 
Publicans'  Licences,   Refusal    to  grant 

renewal  of,  Feh.  10,  1475. 

Corbridge  Om  BUI 

e.  In.*  Feb.  4,910. 
2r.*  Feb.  is,  1209. 

Cork 

Mill  Street  Rural  District— Application  of 
Farmers  for  Fair  Rents— Hearing  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Sheehan;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  16, 1498-1409, 

Telegraph  OflBoe. 

Heating  of — Measures  to  improve. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien ;  A. 
Lord  Stanley,  Feb.  9,  727. 

j  Qualified  Assistants  on  Half-pay— 

Reason  of. 

,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien;  A. 

Lord  Stanley,  Feh.  11, 
1012. 

Winter  Assizes— Alleged  Jnry  packing. 
1  qs.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A.  Mr.  Atkmson,  Feb. 

\  11,  1031-1032. 

'  Cork.  Eul  of 

I        Chainnanship  of  Committees — Temporary 
resignation  of  Earl  of  Morlev  and 
I  appointment  of  Lonl  Balfour  of  Bnr- 

1  ]eigh,  Feb.  13,  114a 

.  Com 

Prices  of,  prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  Corn 
Lawfl. 

Q.    Mr.  F.  Wilwn  ;  A.    Mr.  G. 
;  Balfour,  Feb.  15,  1304. 

Com  Dat7 

1        Proposals  of  Finance  Bill  of  1902. 
O.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.  8,  626. 

Corn  Offals 

Effect  of  Protective  Duties  on. 
0».  Sir  E.  Ktracbey,  feA.  IS,  1354. 

Oomwall.  Dndiy  of- 

Account  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
I  for  1003,  presented,  Feb.  11,  963. 

Coroners'  Inauests  (Bailway  Fatalities) 
BiU. 

c.         Feb.  5,  487. 

Corporation  of  I*ondon  (Soathwark  utd 
other  Bridges)  BUI. 

c.  IR.'  Feb.  4,  310. 
Feb.9,  711. 

'  Corry.  Westmeath. 

Poac  Office — Question  of  establishment  of, 


f  Ooft— Oro] 


INDEX. 
Feb.  2~Feh.  16. 


[Vol.  129. 


OoBta  fiica 

Tnda  Beport— Presented,  Fth.  S,  52. 

Ootton  ladnstry 

Ctrndition  of. 

Protootion  u  a  ranedy,  FalUey  and 
danger  of. 
Ot.  Mr.  Emmott,  Fefr.  8,  668, 
669;  Lord  G.  Bamilton, 
Feb.  9,  794,  795  ;  Mr. 
Kidley,  Feb.  10,  9Si3 ; 
Sir  W.  Holland,  026. 

Coraen  in. 

Gaming  Act  of  1892,  Amendment  of, 
with  view  to  probibiting, 
Q.  Mr.  Viek ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
fbnr,  Feb.  J6, 1475. 

iEgyptiaa  Conference  on  Cotton  and  Bonne 
Gambling —PubUshing  Heport,  Feb. 
11,  1010. 

Export  DatT  by  the  United  States  in  the 
event  of  a  tariff  war,  alleged. 
Ot.  Mr.  W.  Ridley,  Feb.  10,  924 ; 
Sir  W.  Holland,  928. 

Export   Trade   to  India  —  Equality  of 
Treatment     between     Indian  and 
British  Goods  and  Industries. 
O.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  9,  794, 
795. 

Imports  and  Exports— France  and  United 
Kingdomr-Valne  of  Exports  1849- 
18S3  and  1899  1903. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  A.  Mr.  B. 
Law,  Feb.  6,  476-478. 
India,  see  that  title. 

Portngnese  Tariff  BUI— Proposed  British 
Protest. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  RUley;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, FOt.  Jl,  1010, 

fiaw  Material,  Defidenoy  in  Sapply, 

Kin^s  Speech,  R^erences  in,  Feb.  S, 

Ot.  Mr.  Plummer,  Feb.  f,  118. 
Desirability  of  growing  more  cotton 
wiUiin  the  limits  of  the  Empire. 
Os.  Mr.  W.  mdley,  Feb.  lo, 
923  ;  Sir  W.  Hollaad.  928. 

Cotton  Powder  Company 

Explosions  of  Nitro-GIycerine  at  Factory 
— Repwts  presented,  Feb.  t,  61, 82. 

Conlsdon  Tramways  BUI 

Introduction  of,  in  Honn  of  Ixnrde,  t 
182. 

Not  to  be  proceeded  with,  Feb.  8,  558. 

Oonnterrailinff  Dntiw 

Definition  of. 

0.  Mr.  G.  Bdfmr,  FA.  8,  657. 

Counties 

Segistrar-General'e  Retarns— Stadstieal 
II1gnreB--Gnmpingof  Welsh  Counties 
—Taking  steps  to  publi^  figures  M 
each  county  separately. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Griffith;   A.  Mr.  W. 
Long,  Feb.  8,  665. 


County  Courts 

Pees— Order  relating,  preMnted,  FA.  S, 
190;  fV6.  ^,  306. 

Rules  presented,  Ftb.  5,  105. 
Courts  Martial 

Number  held  and  Summary  PnnishmcBU 
inflicted,  1902— Return  pteeeoted, 
Feb.  5,470;  Feb.  5.559. 

Proceedings  in  1903— Numbers  rabmitted 
to  Jndim  AdTOeate-General's  D^vt- 
ment— ^indine  quashed — ^tepataluB 
to  check  iltazdities,  etc 
Q.  Mr.   H.  D.   Gteen;   A.  Mr. 
Arnold-FoiBter,  Feb.  15, 1311 

Creameries 

Ireland — Special  Exceptious  from  FaecofT 
and  Worksbops  Act— Copy  at  Oidtf 
presented,  Feb.  ^,  68,  96. 

Crete 

Trade  Report— Presented,  AA.  51 
dime 

live^ml— StatiBtics  for  1890,  1899  uti 

Q.  Mr.  Corfoett;  A.  Mr.  A.  Dow- 
las, Feb.  It,  1192L 

Whisky,  Increase  of  Crime  due  to  fvn- 
sumption  of  immature  whisky,  Ren- 
latioDF  as  to  sale  of. 
Q.  Mr.  MacVeagfa;  A.   Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,        IS,  13SS. 

Criminal  Law 

Anomalies  of— Case  of  Whittaker  Wrurht 
Statement  [Sir  R.  Finlar].  Fe^t 
162,  184, 186. 

Crombie,  Ur.  J.  W.  [Kineardineshii«] 

Fiscal  proposals,  Feb.  IS,  1224. 

Crooks,  Mr.  W.  [Woolwich] 

Artillery,  Royal  Field— Deteotiwi  id 

Battery  in  South  Africa  —  Amm- 
nienta  for  housing  of  famiUeB,  Feb.  25, 
1311. 

Vaccination,  Compulsoiy — Cost  iocarred 
through  enforcement  of,  Feb.  IS,  1327. 

Cross,  Mr.  A.  [Glasgow,  Camlachie] 

Paupers—  Removal  from  England  to  Scot- 
land—Allowing Scotch  Right  <rf 
Appeal  feom,  Feb.  10,  84%  844. 

Grown  Agents 

Lady  aerks  in  Offices  of— Hoars  of  Woik 
— Overtime— Rate  of  Pay. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Johnstone;   A.  Mr. 
Lytteltoc,  Feb.  8,  573. 

Crown  Law  Officers 

Salaries  and  Fees. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  ^.  Mr.  V.  Caveadidu 
Feb.  4,  329. 

(h^ydon  Oas  Bill 
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■  Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill. 

e,  iB.*   Feb.  4,  310. 

Oaba. 

Trade  Report— PnBented,  Fav  t,  SO. 

Onrzon.  Lord. 

Basbire  locident. 

Ceremonial    arranged  —  TaUing  of 
Papers. 

Q.  Mr.  Bowlea  ;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
Feb.  S,  193,  194. 

Precedent,  Creation  of. 

Q,  Mr.  G.  Bowles !  A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  10,  851. 

Onst,  Ur.  H.  J.  0.  [Soathwark,  Bermondsey.] 

TraiuiTaal— Importation  of  Chinese  labour, 
Feb.  16,  15S0. 

Onstoms  Dnties. 

Import  Tariflf  in  Groat. Britain,  U.S. A. 
and  Continental  Coantries  —  Articles 
charged  with  Dntj. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Mr.  B. 
Law,  Feb.  5,  477. 

Indian  Com  and  Grain— Amoant  of  Duty 
collected    while    the  Registration 
Charge  of  Is.  per  Quarter  was  in  force. 
Q.    Capt.  Sinclair;     A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  11, 1011 

Tohaceo. 

Fine  charged   in  addition  to  Duty 
spontaneously  tendered. 

Q.   Mr.  Moon;     A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  8,  S66. 
Ireland,  grown  in—  Rebate  of  one- 
third  Duty  on,  proposed. 
O.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Feb.  8, 
680. 

Oypnu- 

Agricultural  Fnnd  1902-1903— Despatch 
covering  Report  on,  presented,  Feb.  f , 
S8,  91. 

Dantzig 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  S,  52. 

Dar-al-Baida  and  District 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  t,  S3. 

Dardanelles 

Russian  Warships  right  of  passage — 
Attitude  of  H.M.  Government. 

Q.   Mr.  G.   Bowles;  A.   Mr.  A. 
Doughie,  Feb.  IS,  1336. 

Dartford 

Light  Railway  (Extensioo)  Order  pre- 
sented, Fa.  f,  02, 86. 

Dartford  District 

Light  Railways  Order  Presented,  Feb.  £, 
62,84. 

DaTttiporjL  Ifr.  W.  B.~Finaiteinl  Secritary 
toth«  War  Office.  [Cheshiie,  Maoelesfield.] 

De  Beers  Diamond  Mines,  Ltd.— Payment 
of  £30,000  from  War  Compensation 
Vote^  Feb.  $,  719-720. 
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Davenport,  Hr.  W.  B—amt. 

Ireland,  Army  Tenders  for. 

Dublin  Reodving  Depfit  for  Tenders 
and  Samples  —  Employment  of 
Civilian  'mdesmen,  Feb.  4,  35S. 

Imaal  Military  Camp— Contracts  for 
Forage  and  Provisions — Eniploy- 
ment  of  Local  Tradesmen,  Feb.  4, 
35!*. 

TMlors,  Irish— Allowing  to  Tender 
for,  Feb.  9, 720; 

Deaths,  Births  and  Marriages 

Scotland  —  Annual  Report,  presented, 
305.324. 

De  Beers  Mines 

see  under  Transvaal. 

Deer  rorests,  Scotland 

Acres  added  to  in  the  Crofting  ConnUes. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.  Mnirmy. 
Feb.  IS,  1496. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Colonial  Contributions,  Increase  iu. 
King's  Speech,  References  in,  Feb. 

3- 

Oe.  Earl  t'itzwilliam,  Feb.  S,  8  ;  Earl 
Speneer,  25  ;  Mr.  Hardy,  108. 
Committee  of  Defence. 

Report— Date  of  presenting  to  tihe 
House. 

Os.   Mr.  O.  Bowles,  Feb.  g,  173. 

ProUeniB  <rf— Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour's  Expost* 
tion. 

0.  Mr.  Robson,  FOt.  4,  376,  379. 
De  La  Poor;  Edmond 

Le  Power  and  Coroughmore  Barony — 
Petition  for  Investigation  of  Pedigree 
and  Right  of  Succession  to,  Feb.  11, 
96L 

Denmark 

International  Copyright  Acts,  Aoosssion 
to— Order  in  Council  presented, 
Feb. 65,  103. 

I\NtBl  Convention  with  —  Agreement 
presented  Feb.  g,  64,  89. 

Trade  Rroort— Presented,  F^.  »,  Sit 
Fa.^S69.  '  ' 

Deimy,  Ool.  J.  M.   [Kilmaniock  Burghs.] 
Army— -Indian. 
OflScers. 

Combatant  Officers,  subjected  to 
command  of  another  of  in- 
ferior rank— AppUoatioQ  of 
Section  7  of  Act,  to  India, 
Feb.  IS^  1809. 

Staff  Corps  Officers— Command 
according  to  Militwry  rank. 
Feb.  IB,  1809. 

Native  Regiments,  Officers  of— Rank 
other  than  Military  held  bv. 
Feb.  IS,  1306^,t,zed  by  CiOOglt 
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Dental  Surgeons 

Firet  krmj  Corpf>,  appointed  to. 

Q.    Sir  C.  Rancb;  ^.    Mr.  Arnold 
Forster.  Feb.  16, 1483. 

Depn^-LientenantB,  Ireland 

Qualiiicationt^  of — Ketiirnn  of  DrscriptioQB, 
as  furniBhed  to  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland— pn-sented,  Pel:  :?,  67,  100. 

DerbTBhire  and   Nottingshire  Electric 
Power  Bill 

Introdnction   uf,   iiT  Uoiise  of  LordK, 

Febg,  183. 
I.  IR*   Feb.  8,  558. 

Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  Bill 

Introduction   of, — in   Honse  of  Lords, 

Feb  *.  183. 
I.    IR.*    Feb.  8,  557. 
2r.-    Feb.  IS,  1137. 

Deserters 

JapaiieHc  Vefwela,  from — Application  of 
Section  '238,  Merchant  Sliipping  Act 
(1894)  to — Order  in  Council,  presented, 
Ftb.  S,  60,  103. 

Destmettve  Insects 

Order  rerokinj;  previous  Orders  prewntedt 
Ftb.  8,  563  ;  Feb.  9,  709. 

DsTelopment  Orant  Fund,  Irtiand 

Allocation  of. 
V«.    Mr.   O'Dowd,  Mr.   .T.  Redmond. 
Alt.    Mr.  Wyndliaiii,  Feb.  jr,,  1334. 

Devlin,  Hr.  C  B-  [tUlway] 

Asytuniei,  Irish. 

High  Rate  of  Interest  charKC^l  on 
Loans — Reduction  of,  feb.  16, 
1407-1498. 

Maintenance  of  PatientH. 

Refusal  of  Treanury  to  pay  for— 
iBsue  of  Contradictory  Cir- 
cnlars— Present  Rtate  of  Law, 
Feb  11,  1035-1036. 

Canadian  Mail  Routes — Experiments  to 
J^rmine  the  best  RouteB — Kxieting 
Cootracts — Naiiien  of  ContractorM  - 
Period  of  ContracU,  Feb.  11, 

Galway  —Naval  VisitB  to — Number  of 
English  and  Foreign  CiitiHcrs  %'i-ittng. 
190:t-4,  Feb.  11,  1019. 

Devlin,  Mr.  J.  [Kilkenny,  N.] 

King'»  Sjieevh — Aildrem  in  Adsu  er,  Fvb.  3, 
•m,  269,  270. 

Wwrkhouse  ln^j>ectors — Reconimendationn 
and  qualiSoationH  of  Mr.  O'Connor, 
teb.  15,  1333. 

Devon,  County  of 

Parliamentary  Bye-election  (Aslihurton 
Divi-ion)  New  Writ,  Feb.  g,  74  ;  Ne«' 
Member  sworn,  78. 

DovonsUre 

Pay  of  Rural  Poftmen  in,  who  have  served 
in  ihe  Army— Measures  proposeri, 
Q.   Mr.  Soares ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  9,  726. 

3-2 


Devonshire.  Duke  of 

Resignation  from  the  Cabinet,  Citcub  ' 
Btancee  attending, 
O.    Sir  H.  Fowler,  Feb.  9,  760. 

Dewar,  Sir  T.  B-  [Tower  Hamlet*.  Pt 

George's] 

Accidents  from  Covered  Vatw  in  tht 
Metropolis. 

Number  of— Xumbnr  of  Patat  A^ 
eidents,  Feb.  9,  724. 

Re^pilatioiu  aa  to  ConBtmetioB  ti 
Vans — Adoption  in  other  Toww. 
Feb.  S,  474. 

Factories  in  London — Return  sbowiog 
Number  in  each  District  1860,  ISTu. 
1880. 1890  and  1900.  and  indiestins 
Nature  of  Industries  in  eaAh  year— 
Granting  of,  proposed,  Feb.  9,  715. 

Indian  Riulway  Contraete  gtvm  to  Cer 
many. 

Number  of  British  hrma  conipetinj;— 
Unfavourable  Report  on  Locu- 
motives  made  in  Germany — ei- 
clusion  of  (jettoan  Contncton 
from  future  Tenders,  Feb.  9,  7SS. 

T^Tes  and  Axle^,  for— Specification i»s 
to  Analysis  end  breaking  test', 

etc.,  Fch.  15. 1315. 

Law  Courts,  lx>iidou  —  Congestion  of 
Businrtw — Rearranging  Circuits  with 
a  view  ti  Retain  the  i^en-iccw  of  A<'- 
ditional  Judges  in  London— Practin- 

bility  of,  Feb.  S,  SffJ. 

Telephone  System,  London  —  Progie^r 
made — Money  provided  and  expeodrd. 

Feb.  8.  SS7. 

Tube  Railways,  London — Board  of  Tnde 
Inspection — Prerantions  against  Rift' 

from  Fire,  Feb.  8,  SSe-.WT. 

Dickson,  Bt-  Hon.  C.  S.—Lon/  AJtwfit/ 
[tJlasyow,  Biidf;ton] 

Tay  Fisheries— Dispute  between  Driit 
and  B%K-net  I'lvhens  —  Report  tu 
Fishery  Board- I'ublit'ation  oi,  Feb.  X, 

59K. 

Trawling,  illegal,  in  tlie  Firth  of  Forth— 
arraugiog  with  Light  Keepers  !o 
report  further  Cases  proposed,  Feh. 
1;.,  1327. 

DickBon-Poynder,  Sir  J.  [Wiltshirv,  Chipi<eti- 
hHiii). 

Fiscal  PropoHala,  Feh.  10,  9.'J4. 
King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer, /VA. 
10,  898,  899,  934. 

Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  0.  W.  [Uloncestcr- 

shire,  Forent  of  Dean]. 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb  10,  855. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Anawer.  />*■ 
4,  413,  420,  436 ;  Feb.  10,  855. 

Lady  Factory  Insjiectar,  establishing,  is 
tlie  Potteries,  Feb.  9,  716. 

Seamen,  Naturalisation  of  Foreign— Reo(«J 
showing  Country  of  origin,  etc.,  Feb. 
Jt,  1194. 
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Dilka.  Bifht  Hon.  Sir  0-  W.—eont. 

South  African  War,  Pieparations  for, 
and  Conduct  of  —  Charges  against 
Ministers,  Fefr.  4t  436. 
War  Office  Reorgaoisatiim— Disennion  on, 

Feb.  16,  im. 

DimsiUle.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  C.  [London] 

Christ's  Hospital  Site  —  Government 
Aoqnisition  of — Fonnation  of  a  New 
Street,  Feb.  S,  688-589. 

Sewage  Discharge  into  the  Thames  from 
Military  Estoblishments  at  Shemiess 
—Steps  to  Prerant,  Feb.  16, 1482. 

Dingle 

Railway,  Steps  taken  to  relieve  Bate- 
payers  of  Bnrden. 
6.    Mr.   T.   O'Donnell ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15, 1328. 

Diplomatic  and  Consnlar  Serriee. 

Jerusalem,  Condition  of  British  Consulate, 
Arrangements  as  to  delivery  of  Mails 
to  British  residevtB. 
Q.  Mr.  Voxall;  A.   Karl  Percy. 
F^.  It,  1196. 
Reoigaaisation  and  Strengtiientng. 

Amendment  to  the  Address  [Mr.  J. 
Walton],  Feb.  8,  800. 

laspeotortiGeneral    of  Consniates, 
Appointment  of,  proposed. 
0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  JV6.  S,  601. 

Report   and   Recommendations  of 
Ominiitteeof  Inqniry. 
0*.   Mr.  J.  Walton,  Afr.  8, 
600;  Earl  Percy,  622. 

System  of  Coo^  and  Snpervision  as 
between  the  Foreign  Office  and 
the  Board  of  Trad^  Bstterment 
of. 

0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  602. 
Trade  Agents  in  the  Colonies,  Lack 

'O.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  603. 

Unpaid  Consuls,  System  of. 
0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  601. 

Director  oi  Pablic  Prosecutions 

Power  of  the  Attorney-General  to  order 
Prosecutions,  State  oi  the  Law, 
etc— Case  of  the  liondon  and 
Globe  Finance  CotporaUon. 

SlaUment  [Sir  B.  Finlay]  FA.  g, 
168-167. 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Forrign  Animals. 

Order  (Amendment),  presented,  Feb.  4, 
306,  323. 

Qnarantine  Station  at  Sonthampton— 
Order  defining,  presented,  Feb.  4, 
306,323. 

Dizon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  D.  [Middlesex, 

Uxbridge] 

Port  of  London  Bill— Proceeding  with, 

Feb.  8, 591. 

Vol.  CXXIX.      [Fourth  Snuis.] 


Dockrards 

Deputations  representing  Trades  in— 
Question    of     receiving — Intending 
Visits  to  Pembroke  and  Sheeme<s. 
Q.  Mr.  K.  Lucas;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
mau,  Feb.  8,  561-669. 

Doctors 

Irish  Dispensary— Difficulty  regarding 
Appointment  of — Bepeal  of  Section  6 
of  Local  Government  (Irdand)  Act 
proposed. 

Q.    Sir   T.    Eflmonde ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  16, 148a 

Dogs 

PolfloniDg  by  means  of  strrchnine  at 
Howth— prosecution  of  offenders. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Feb.  IS,  1197. 

Dominica 

Roads  and  Land  Settlement— Grant-in- 
Aid— Repoit  presented,  Feb.g,  6S,  9a 

Doncaater  0<»rperation  BiU 
ft  IH,*  Feb.  4, 310. 
2b.*  Feb.  9,711. 

Donegal  Bailway  Bill 

e.  lu.*  Feb.  4,3U. 
2R.*  Feb.  16,  1472. 

Donelan,  Oapt.  A.  J.  0.  [Cork,  E.] 

Land  Purchase  Act — Investment  of  Trust 
Funds  under — Misapprehension  of 
Irish  Landowners*  Conventton— 
applying  Information,  FA.  4,  351- 


National  School  Teachers — Male  Principal 
Teachers — Number  with  Incomes  ovf  r 
£127  and  Average  Attendance  nut 
under  70 — NumMr  joining  First  of 
Rrst-Grade-  Reasons  for  not  joining 
and  for  obtaining  Inerement  without 
so  doing,  Feb.  16,  1480-1481. 

Donglas.  Bt  Hon.  A>  A-  (Secretary  of  Slate 
pr  the  UouM  DepartmaU)  [Kent,  St. 
AugostiDe'sj 

Accidents  from  Covered  Vans  in  the 
Metropolis. 

Number  of— Number  of  Fatal  Acci- 
dents, FA.  9,  724. 

Regulations  as  to  dmstmction  of 
Vans- Adoption  in  othor  Towns, 
Feb.  6,  474. 

Bosj^ioms  and  Dardanelles,  I^usage  of 
Russian  Warships  throngh— Attitude 
of  H.M.  Ooreniment,  FA.  IS,  13d6. 

Collections  for  the  Relief  of  the  Working 
Classes— Redaction  of  Balance  in  tlio 
Bank  of  England — Explanation  of, 
FA.  9,  725-726. 

Convicts— Namber  of,  1849  to  1863  and 
1899  to  1903  with  the  averaite  per 
1,000  of  the  Population  and  Proportiun 
of  Old  Offenders,  FA.  5,  47S. 

Drunkenness  in  Engtanl  and  Wales,  num- 
ber of  parsons  tried  for,  in  five  years, 
1892-1896  and  1897-1901. i5,  1,103. 

3  0  3gg.t,zed.y^T>Jj^¥L 
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Doii|Au»  Right  Hon-  A*  A- — cont. 

Sdneation  Rate,  Purive  Beeisten— L^al- 
ity  of  plaoiog  in  Prisoner's  Dook,  Fdt. 
*827. 

Blectricity  in  Mines — Regulation  of,  Feb. 
10, 

Factories  in  London — KAturn  showing 
Namber  in  eaoh  District  1860,  1870, 
1880,  1890  and  1900,  and  indicating 
Nature  of  IndostarieB  in  each  y®*''" 
ImpmcticaUUty  of  granting,  Feb.  9, 
71&-716. 
FiMal  Proposals,  Feb.  IS,  1438. 

Debate,  truuf^ning,  from  tbe  Ad- 
dress to  some  anbeeqaent  date, 
Feb.  4,  369,  360. 
DiacDBsion  in  the  Hoau  —Facilities 
for  farther  ducasqion,  Feb.  IS, 
1838. 

Government  Views—  Deferring  State* 
ment  nntil  Ketum  of  Prime  Min 
ister,  Feb.  4,  360.  361. 

Gambling,  Advisability  of  Luidation  on 
Feb.  n,  1013. 

Qaya  Bay— Eatablishment  of  Naval  Sta 
lion  at,  F^.  16,  1499. 

Kii^i's  Speech— Addrese  in  Answer,  Feb. 
IS,  1438. 

Lady  Factory  Inspectors  in  the  Potteries, 

Feb.  9,  716  ;  Feb.  16, 1495. 

Lead  poisoning— Number  of  Deaths  from, 
in  1903,  in  the  Pottery,  House  paint- 
ing and  Plumbing  Trades,  respective- 
ly—introdaoing  Legislation,  Feb.  16, 
1495- 1496. 

Liverpool— Criminal  Statistics  for  1890, 
1899,  1903,  Feb.  It,  1192. 

•  Maybrick,  Mrs.,  Release  of— Conditions, 
Feb.  4,  326. 

Peers'  Interference  at  Eleetimis,  F^.  t.  79. 

Port  of  London  KU— PHMweding  with. 
Feb.  8,  697. 

Pottery  Trade— Rules  relating  to,  A6.  », 

725.  e  . 

Publicans'  Licences,  Refusal  to  gnat  re- 
newal of,  Feb.  16, 1476. 

Kuno- Japaneee  Criais. 

British  Porta  and  Coaling  Stations- 
Instructions  to,  in  the  event  of 
War;  FA.  8,  699. 

Diplomatic  Relations  broken  ofi,  Feb. 
598. 

Neutrals.  Duties  of,  Feb.  10,  854. 
Servants'  Registry  Officed— Regulation  of 
Charges    to    Servan  to— Introducing 
Legislation,  F^.  8,  582. 

Town  Holding's  Committee— Advisability 
of  reappointing,  Feb.  8,  598. 

Trade  Disputes,  Royal  Commission  on— 
Number  of  Sittings—Date  of  preseot 
ing  Report,        9,  733. 

Transvaal  —  Importation  of  Chinese 
Labour  to— DiacnssioD  in  the 
House,  Facilities  for,  Feb.  9, 782  ; 
Feb.  1S,ISSJ. 

u 


Don^Mi  H*gb*  Hon-  A.  A- — coru. 

Welsh  Smokeless  Coal— ToUl  Area- 
Supply  for  Naval  Porpoeefc— Total 
Foreign  Exptnt  for  1903— /VA.  S, 
681-682. 

Wright,  Whittekw.  ProsecutiMi. 

Legisladon  to  deal  with  Similar  Cases, 
Date  of  Inttodnction,  Feb.  IS, 
1336. 

Payment  of  Costo  by  tbs  Trcwniy. 
Inelnnon  of  expauiea  iDeuned  % 
private  persons,  FA.  IS,  1336. 

Dover  and  Biver 

Light  Railway  Order  preseoted,  FA.  t, 
62,86. 

Drainage 

Boards,-  Ireland— Working  and  Manage- 
ment of — Power  of  Inquiry  into- 
Lodging  of  Complainta. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  728-729. 

Loans  for  Ireland— Re- payment  of. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  P.  farrell  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  728. 

Drama 

State  or  Municira.!  Support  to  Dramatir, 
Operatic  or  Musical  Performances  is 
Foreign  Countries— Return  presented, 
FA,  g,  «1,  94. 

Drogheda 

Disturbances   in  — Attack   on  Private 
Be^ence— Action  ttkem  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloaa ;  A.  Mr-  WTadban. 

Feb.  4,  356. 

"  Drnmbain  " 

Stranding  of — Circumstances  attending, 
InvestigatiOD  into,  etc. 
Q.     Lend  Modcerry  ;   A.  Lord 
Wolverton,  Feb.  16, 1409;  U7a 

Drunkenness 

England  and  Wales,  l^umber  of  PenoM 
tried  for,  in  five  years  IMS  to  1896  and 
1897  to  1901. 
Q.     Mr.   Corbett  ;   A.    Mr.  A. 
Douglas        IS,  1193. 

Liverpool— StatistioH  for  189(^  1889  and 

1903. 

Q.    Mr.    Corbett  ;  A.    Mr.  A. 
Douglas.  Feb.  It,  1192. 

Dublin 

Army  Contracts— Receiving  Dep6t  for 
Tenders. 

Q.     Mr.   Field  ;     A.    Mr.  B. 
Davenport,  Feb.  4,  357-3S8. 
Metropolitan  Police— Retention  of  Snpsr 
intendente,  eligible  for  Reorement,  en 
Active  Libt— Reason  of 
Q.   Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  11, 1014-1016. 


Duchy  of  Cornwall 

Aeeonnts  pTMentei 
11,  963. 
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Dniry.  Hr.  W.  J.  [Gftlvay,  S.] 

Byrne,  Sergeant — Deoision  of  Coort  of 
Inquiry  into  Condnet  of — Lajiog  £vi- 
dence  on  the  Table,  itit.  16, 1481. 

Kinvara  Harbour— Repur  of  Pier.  Feb. 
2€,  1498. 

MorritiBfly,  Peter — Police  ProtectioD  of, 
Feb.  16, 1498. 

Dnke.  Mr-  H-  E.  [Plymoath.] 
Fiscal  PropoeaU,  Feb.  12, 1217. 
King's  Speech— Addreu  in  Answer,  Feb. 

4,  43-2 ;  Feb.  IS,  1217  ;  ieb,  16,  ISffl. 
Sonth  African  War,  Preparations  for,  and 

Conduct  of — Chargee  agaiust  Alinifl- 

terB,  Feb.  4,  432. 
Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labour 

to,  Feb.  16,  1667. 

Bnke  of  Tork's  School,  Chelsea 

Ui^KW'd  of  Site — Progress  of  Negotiations. 
Q.  Mr.  Whitmore;   A.    Mr.  Amold- 
Foreter,  Feb.  8,  572. 

Balwich 

ParliAmentary  Bye-election — New  Writ, 
Feb.  S,  74  ;  New  Member  sworn,  78. 

Dombarton  TramwayB  Order  Oonfirmatioii 

BUI. 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  711. 

IIL*  Feb.  9,112. 
Con.'  Feb.  11,  1008. 

3H.*  Feb.  IS,  1300. 
/.  IB.  &  2b.*  Fa.  16, 1458. 

Dnmping 

Cases  where  beneficial. 

Oa.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  10,  876,  877  ;  Sir 
E.  Gray,  893 ;  Mr.  W.  Long,  905  ; 
Mr.  Churchill,  917;  Mr.  Bell,  Feb. 
IS,  1200;  Mr.  Bwkett,  1243;  Sir 
A.  S.  Uaslani,  Feb,  15,  1372. 

Chinese  labour,  of,  into  Sonth  Africa. 

0.  Mr.  LaboacbeTe,  Feb.  16,  1594. 
Colonial. 

Ot.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  Feb.  9, 767  ;  Mr. 
•  Lough,  Feb.n,  1100;  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  15, 1401. 
Conditions  giving  rise  to. 

Ob.  Mr.  Chnrchill,  Feb.  10,  917;  Mr. 
Lough,  Feb.  11,  1100. 
EfToct  of,  on  Commercial  Enterprise  in 
England. 
Os.  Mr.  P.  Pease,  Feb.  9,  738 ;  Sir 
H.  Fowler,  766 ;  Mr.  B.  Law. 
781-782;  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 799; 
Mr.  G.  Boscawen,  814;  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  10,  876 ;    Mr.  W. 
Long,  906  ;  Sir  G.  Bartley,  94»  ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  15, 1309. 
Panner  and  Criminal  AUens,  of— Legis- 
lation proposed. 
Os.  Mr.  Plommer,  116 ;  Mr, 

A.  Chamberwn,  Sir  W.  Har- 
conrt,  147. 
Two  distinct  kinds  ot. 

Oa.  Mr.  Chnrchill,  Fth.  10,  016 :  Mr. 
Umgliy  Feb.  11, 1100, 

Durban 

Military  Stores  destroyed  at— Reason  for 
Destruction — Amount  and  Value  of 
Stores. 

Q.  Mr.  MacXpill;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  8,  £74-676. 
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Earthenware  and  China. 

see  China  and  Earthenware. 

Easement  of  Light  Bill. 
L  IB.*  Feb.  9, 840. 

East  Indies. 

Ke  India. 

East  Itondon  and  Lower  Thames  Electric 
Power  Bill. 

c  1E.»  Feb.4,zn. 
2b.*  heb.  21, 1008. 

Ebbw  Vale  Urhaa  District  Water  Bill. 

Introduction  o^  in  the  House  of  Lords, 

Feb.  i,  188. 
I.  IR.*  Feb.  8,  657. 
2r.*  Feb.  19,  1137. 

Edinburgh. 

University. 

Finances— Annual  Report  presented 
Feb.  e,  70,  104. 

SUtiRtical  Report  for  1902-3  pre- 
sented, Feb.  M,  10, 104. 

Education,  Board  of 

PrencfnU— Marquess  of  Londonderry. 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Sir  W.  R. 
Anson. 

Edvcation  Deputmsnt,  SeotUmd. 

Viee-Pr€$i(ient  of  Omneij— Rt,  Hon.  A. 
Grahun  Murray, 

jSecFetary— Sir  Henry  Craik. 

Education- 
Committees— -Statement  of  Schemes  for 
formation  of,  presented,  FA.  t,  60,  89. 

Exeter— obtaining  Consent  of  Education 
Authority  lor  Removal  of  Children 
from  one  School  to  another. 
q.  Mr,  H.  C.  Rtehardsi  A.  Sir 
Wm.  Anson,  FA,  4,  S30. 

Ireland. 

Annnal  Report  of  Commissioners 
presented,  Feb.  £,  60, 63,  87. 

Bruff,  Evening  School,  Refusal  of 
grant  to,  on  account  of  want  of 
qoalification  on  part  of  teacher, 
alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  London  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Feb.  16,  1332, 1333 

Department  of  Edueatien  Establisli- 
ment  of;  proposed. 
0$.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  FA.  a, 
206. 

Farranakilla  National  Schools— Con- 
dition of— Delay  in  New  Building. 
O.  Mr.  T.  (/Doonell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  16, 1496- 
1497. 
Intermediate. 

Accounts  and  Report  for  1902— 
Prewntod,  FA.  S.4n  ;  FA. 
569.   Digitized  by  V 
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Education— «onf. 

Ireland— coBi. 

Intermediate — eont. 

Examination  Time  Table!  — 
Amended  and  Additional 
Knlee  presented,  F^.  t,  06, 
100. 

Experimental  Science  and  Draw- 
ing—Additional Kales  pre- 
sented. Ftb.  S,  66,  100. 

Failure  of  System  adopted. 

0.  Mr.  J.Redmond,  iVi.  J,a07. 
Mosic,  Examination  in — Arnold* 

ed  Rule  preeented,  Ab.  t. 

66,  100. 

New  Schools,  Plans  for— Erection  of 
School  at  Lettir  (Kerry). 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  i  A.iix.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  8,  591. 

IVimaty  Edncation. 

Board,  CoDstitntionand  Adroiida- 
tration  of. 
09.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  8, 
204-206. 

Obsolete  System. 

O.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  3,  203. 
Queen's  College,  Belfast— Claim  for 
additional  Endowment — Laying 
Correspondence  on  thel^ble. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond;  A.  Mr. 
W|jdham,  Feb.  11,  1033- 

Seoondary  and  Twhnical  Edncation, 
«« that  title. 

Teaohers. 

Assistant  —  Rednetion  of  the 
average  to  I^ty. 

Q.   Mr.   Sloan  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,/«ft.  8,671. 
National  School  Teachers,  ne  that 
title. 

ITnirersity. 

Legislation  not  to  be  intTodoced 
Of.  Mr.    Haldane.  F^.  S. 
241  ;  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  263  ! 
Mr.  J.  Devlin,  266  ;  (Jol. 
Saunderson,  281. 

Siatement.    [Mr.  Wyndhaml 
Feb.  S,  233-235. 
Pledees    nnredeeuied     by  the 
Government,  alleged. 
Ot.   Mr.     J.  Redmond. 
Feb,  J.  208,  209 ;  Mr. 
Haldane,    239;  Mr. 
Blake,  243,  346;  Mr. 
J.  Devlin,  271. 

Schemes,  Details  of. 
Ot.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  S, 
209;  Mr.  Haldanew  239: 
Mr.  J.  Devlin,  270. 

Settlement,  Chances  of— Mr.  J. 
Redmond's    indictment  of 
the    Policy   of    the  Gov- 
ernment, Feb.  S,  208,  212. 
0»,  Mr.  Blake,  Feb.  S,  343- 
248;  Mr.  W.  Redmond, 

SBO. 
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Bducatioii— con/. 

Fkemve  Beaisters— Placing  in  PrisiMMf'i 
Dock,  Illegality  of. 

Q.  Mr.   Cbanning ;    J.   Mr.  A 
Donglas,  Feb.  4.,  327. 

Reform,  Policy  of  the  Of^pontaon  iriU 

repud  to. 
O.  Mr.  J.  E.  Hope,  Feb.  11,  UU 

Royal  Colle^  of  Scianee  and  Art  aad 
Museums- Rumlatifraa  prsssmed, 

Feb.  g,  60,  89. 

Seotland. 

Lwislative  Propoeala  of  ti»  linssinn 
0$.  Sir  H.  Campbdl-BaBaemaB, 

Feb  g,  128. 

8eoond»7  and  Technical,  see  th&t  title. 

Sondan,  Government  Appointments  in — 
Educational  Tests  for. 

Q.   Mr.    Weir;   A.   Earl  Perer, 
Feb.  10,  861,  862. 

Special  Reports  on  Edncation  Sabjoets 
presented,  Feb.  g,  60,  80. 

Teachers'  R^ter— Number  of  FttnoM 

on— Return  prearatad,  FA,  t,  89. 
Transvaal— Coft  of. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MaoNeiU  ;  A.  Mr.  Lytteltaa. 
Feb.  IS,  1321,  1322. 

University  Colleges— Reports  fran,  an- 
aented,  feb.  2;  60,  88. 

Edmdas  Sqnan  Ftotoetion  BOl 

Introduction  of,  In  House  of  Lorda,  FA. 

g,  183. 
/.  IR*.  Feb.  8, 657. 

Egypt 

Cotton  and  Bourse  Gambling— Confeoce 
on— Pnblisbing  Report. 
Q.  m.  neia ;  iTHr.  G.  Balkv, 
Fa.  11,  lOia 

Trad^    1887-1902  -  Report  prmotcd, 

Fa.  IS,  1257. 

Elections 

See  Parliamentary  By-eleotions. 
Electric  Aecomulators 

Manufiuitnre  of,^t^lationB  for,  ^vaoited 

ElectTicLighting 

Ratom  ((iving  Particulars  of  Eleetiie 
Lighttng  Acts,  Granting  of. 

Mr.  jTkllis ;  A7  Mr.  «.  Bal- 
four. Feb.  g,  666. 

Electricity  in  Uinee 

Beport  of  Departmental  Committee  en- 
sented,  Feb.  *,  64,  8S. 

EUbauk,  Hatter  of  [Edinburgh.  HidlotliiaD] 

Transport  of  Government  Stoiw  to  Gib- 
raltar and  Malta— Contimets  far- 
Employment  of  Special  GovammeBt 
Vessels.  Feb  4.  SSS. 

EUice,  Oapt  E-  0.  [St  Andrews  Bnrsbs] 

Trawling,  Ulegal,  in  the  Firth  of  Forth- 
Arranging  with  Light-Keepan  te 
repOTt  further^-Casea  PtpMMd.  JV*. 
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Ellis,  Hr  X  E-  {Temporary   Chairman  nf 
CommiUees)  [Nottingham,  Kathcliffe] 

Borough  Counoils,  Indebtedness  of— Date 
01 presenting  Return  of,  Ftb.  8,  565. 

Electric  Lighting  Acts— Return  giving 
Puticiuars  M— Granting  of,  FA.  S, 

Tucal  Proposals.  Feb.  9,  818. 

King's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer,  Feb.  t, 
168  ;  Feb.  9,  818. 

Trade,  Board  of,  Steps  taken  to  prevent 
Bailway  Aoddenti,  Feb.  S,  688-W4. 

TransTaal. 

Censorship  of  Private  Correapondence 
in,  Fa.  9,  719  ;  Feb.  16, 1484. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of — 
Ordinance  permitting. 

PnbUahing  Text  of,  Feb.  4, 

Reconatmoted  —  Access  to 
C^y  of.  Feb.  /«.  1490- 

Protests  from  South  Africa— Lin- 
ing before  Parliamen^^sb.  18, 

iSa 

Roemiting  of  Labour  in  Qiina— 
Regnlatlons  for,  Feb.  11, 1023; 
Fa.  16,  1491. 

Luid  Settlement  —  Sam  spent  on 
Scheme— Number  of  Settlers — 
Total  Acreagei^ocated — Amount 
of  Land  in  Arable  Calttvation, 
A&.  It,  lOSB. 

EUiot.  Mr.  A.  B.  D.  [Dnrfaam] 
Fiscal  Froposab,  Feb.  16, 1388. 

Elysde  Palace  Hotel  Cnnpaiiy  BUI. 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  S, 
183. 

/.   in.*  FO.  8,  667. 
Referred  to  Uie  Examiners,  FA.  11, 962. 

Emixration  and  Immigration 

Alien  Immigration,  tee  that  title. 

Australia — Immigration  of  British  Work- 
men,  eee  under  Australia. 

Canada — Immigrants  into,1902-3 — Statis- 
tics of  Nambsr  and  Nstiooalities. 
Q.   Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  8,  573. 

Enimott,  Mr.  A.  [Oldham] 

Fiscal  PoUey  of  the  Country,  Feb.  8,  664. 

Employment 

Numbers  In  Employment — Percentage  to 
Population — Compiling  Returns,  from 
Census  Tables  1881,  1801,  and  1001, 
prcmosed. 
Q.  Lord  Geo.  Hamilton ;  A.  Mr. 
W.  Long,  FA.  4>  328. 
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Enniscorthy  Post  Office 

Coal  Supply  to— Calling  for  Correspon- 
dence between  Messrs.  Donohoe,  Ltd., 
and  the  PoMtal  Authorities. 
Q.   Sir  T.  Esmonds ;    A.  Lord 
Stanley,  FA.  11, 1012. 

Esmonds,  Sir  T.  Q.  [Wexford,  N.I 

"Albert,"  the— Wreck  of,  impeding  the 
Fishing  Industry  off  Cnrracloe-^teps 
for  Removal  of,  FA.  4,  3S4. 

Amalgamation  of  Irish  Unions — Holding 
Local  Inquiry,  FA  16,  1480. 

Coolegreuiey  £!itate-~Settlement  of— 
Progress  of  N^tialimis,  FA.  4,  353. 

Dispensary  Doctors — Difficulty  regarding 
^pomtment  of — Repeal  of  Section  6 
01  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act, 
proposed,  FA.  16, 1480. 

Ennisoorthy  Post  Office—Coal  Supply  to— 
Calling  for  Correspondence  between 
Messrs.  Donohoe,  Ltd.,  and  the  Postal 
Authorities,  FA.  11,  1012. 

Forestry  in  Ireland— Govemment  Assis- 
tance towards  Development  of,  FA. 
4,  363. 

Historical  MSS.  Comminslon,  Steps  taken 
by,  for  the  Publication  of  the  MSS.  of 
the  Irish  Franciscans,  FA.  4, 349. 

Essex  Begiment,  2nd 

Home  Service  for. 
Q.  Sir  C.   Rasch ;    A.   Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Feb.  4,  335. 

Estimates 

See  title,  Civil  Service,  and  Army. 

Evictions,  Ireland 

Notices — Returns  as  to  numbsr  o^  pre- 
sented,  Feb.  t  69. 

Ezeheqoer  Bills 

Amount  outstanding— Bate  of  Interest 
and  Periotls  of  renewal. 
Q.    Mr.   Buchanan ;   A.  BCr.  A. 
Chamberlain,      ^  836. 

Annual  Aeoonnts  presented,  FA.  4%  307. 
324 

Exeter 

Education  Authority,  obtaining  Consent 
of,  for  lemoving  Children  from  one 
School  to  another. 
O.   Mr.  H.  C.  Richards ;  A.  Sir 
Wm.  Anson,  AA.  ^,  3Sa 

E^^enditon 

See  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Implosions 

Cotton  Powder  Company's  Factory,  Fav«r- 
sham — Reporta  of  Explosions  of  Nitro- 
Glycerine,  presented  Feb.  g,  61,  82. 

Greenwich— Blenbeim  Engineering  Fac- 
tory, Ex^oeinn  of  fulminate  composi- 
ti<m  at— tteport  presented,  JTe&^ft^ 
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Exports  and  Imports 

Colonies— Duties— Retain  for  1903  pre- 
seated,  Feb.  £,  67,  88. 

Indian  Corn  and  Graia  —  Amount  of 
Import  Duty  Collected  while  R^istra- 
tion  Charge  of  1b.  per  Qauter  was  io 
Force. 

Q.  Captain  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberiaia,  Feb.  11, 1011. 

Factories 

London,  in— Ketaro  showiag  Number  in 
each  District,  ISdO,  1870,  1880,  1890 
and  1900,  and  indicating  Nature  of 
Industries  each  Year^Grantiog  of, 
propoeed. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Dewar ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  9,  715. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Annual  R^OTt  for  1902  presented,  F^.  $, 
S8,  84. 

Bakehouses— Spa«e  Itegalati<»is  presented  > 
Fth.  t,  69,  97. 

China  and  Earth  ware,  see  that  title. 

Daogeroua  and  Unhealthy  Indnetries— 
Electric  AcoumulatoiB-K^ulations  for 
the  mauufactnre  of,  presented,  FA,  8, 
68,97. 

liupeotors  of— Lady  Inqwotor  in  the 
.  Potteries. 

Q.  Kir  C.  DUke;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  9,  716 ;  Feb.  16, 
U95. 

Overtime  —  Employment  of  Women  — 
K^ulations  presented,  Feb.  t,  69, 97. 

Piecework  Wagee— Wearing  Apparel- 
Order  conoemtng  Manufaoture  of, 
presented,  FA.     69,  96. 

Special  Exoeptions — Orders  preaeated. 

Creameries,  I  A.  t,  68,  96, 

Lime-washing,  F^.  S,  68,  97. 

Overtime,  J'efr.  9,  69,  97. 

Women,  Employment  of— Overtime  Regu- 
lationa— Order  presented,  Feb.  S,  69, 
97. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  0901)  Amond- 
montBill 

c.  IB.*  FA  IS,  1340. 
Farehain 

Parliamentary  Bye-eleotton— New  Writ, 
FA.  S,  74 ;  New  Member  sworn,  77. 

Farranakilla  National  Schools  co.  Kerry 

Condition  of— Caase  of  Delay  in  Erection 
of  New  Building. 

Q.   Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  FA.  16,  1496-1497. 

Farrell,  Ur.  T.  P.  [Longford,  N.] 

ConsUbalary,  Royal  Irish  —  Longfoid 
Police  Barracks  Lock-up,  Lisanitary 
Condition  of — Improvementa  sub- 
gested,  Feb.  593. 
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Parroll,  Mr-  T.  P.— «»*. 

Cnsaek  Estate— Evicted  Tenaots  exetadai 
from  Ketum  by  Large  Famien  wai 
planters— proposed  Purchase  of  Bstut 

by  Commisaioners,  FA.  8,  594-595. 

Drainage  Boards— Working  and  Mamgt 
ment  irf — Power  of  Inqairy  inte- 
Lodging  of  Complaints,  FA.  9,72^ 
729. 

Drainage  Loans — Extending  the  Pcziodof 
Ke-payment,  Feb.  9,  728. 

Evicted  Tenante- Application  for  Boston' 
tion  to  Holdings — Purchase  of  bd- 
tenanted  Lands  in  county  Longforl. 
FA.  4,  362. 

Glannagh  lAud  Dispute— Proposed  Pit- 
chase  of  Holding  by  CooiniisBioiMn. 

FA.  8,  592. 

Granard  Union  Workhouse — Removal  d 
Master  for  Neglect  of  Dgty— Qnestioi 
of    Re-appointing  tiie   old  ICaster, 

FA.  4,  352-353. 

King-Harman  Estate — Sale  of,  to  Ute 
Estate  Commissumers— Claim  (rf  Hr. 
Armstrong,  FA.  9,  729. 

Land  CommissioD,  Longford-  Dateof  lidd- 
ing sittioA,  Feb.  11,  10S7  ;  FA  Ik 
133S. 

Land  Purchase — Galbraith  Estate,  Loag- 
ford — Overtures  to  Estate  CommissioB- 
ers,  FA.  15,  1334. 

Local  Government  Board — Auditors- 
Standard  of  (jualifioations,  etc,  for 
Appointments,  FA  11, 1036. 

Lmgford.  ■ 

Grimes  Act  Prosecution — Claim  of  £5 
from  County  Council  for  Extn 
Police  ForoSi  Proposed  Abandcn- 
ment  of.  FA.  8,  692-693. 

PostOffieel 

Auxiliary  Postmen,  appMntiMt 
of,  to  facilitate  dAUvenr  of 
letters,  ete.,  proposed,  FA  ii, 

1039. 

Horse  haatajce  for  Mails  sod 
Parcels,  FA.  4,  35& 

Lunatics — Scottish  system,  adopCioa  of,  in 
Ireland,  proposed,  FA  11, 1037. 

Magistraey,  Irish,  AppointmsnU  to- 
Canoelling  Appointment  for  Caa- 
victions  mvolving  Fine  or  ImpriHs- 
meat,  FA  8,  68& 

Faversham 

Cotton  Powder  Company's  Factory— 
Reports  of  Explosions  of  Nitre- 
Glycerine,  pressnted*  FA  t,^\,&. 

Felixstowe  Oas  Bill 

c.  1  R*  FA.  4,  311. 

FMlwick.  llr.  0-  [Northumberland.  Wsa» 

beck.] 

^ectricity  in  Hiaee,  Regnlatum  of.  Fth- 
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Ftmuuia^.  Oonnty 

CoUom'a  EiUte— PnrohMe  of  Holdings  by 
Tenanta— Ejeotmant  Ordon  terrad  oa 
TenMits. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MitoheU ;  A,  Mr.  Wjnd- 
ham,  FA.  11, 1087. 

Ffrmeh,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  a] 

Administration  v/t  Ireland — Amount  of 
annual  saving,  aoeonnt  kept  erf,  etc, 
FA.  15, 1304. 

Lead  Act,  Amendment  of— Tenants  of 
Agriciutaral  farms  holding  grants  in 
perpelaity,  bringing  within  the  scope 
of  the  Act,  proposed.  FA.  IS,  1309. 

Rates,  dat«  of  CollecUon,  alteration  in* 
proposed,  FA.  IS,  1308. 

Technioal  Schools,  pnmsion  of  bnildiog 
fond  for,  proposed,  FA.  IS,  1307. 

Fi«ld,  Ur-  W.  [Dablin,  St.  Patrick.] 

American  Mail  Service — Sabetitating 
Qoeenatown  and  Dublin  Koute  for 
Pertamoath.  FA.  8,  S88. 

Army  Tenders  for  Irish  Manofawtarers. 
Itablin  Receiving  Depot  for  Tenders 
and  samples — Employment  of  Civ- 
ilian Tradesmen,  FA.  4, 367-358. 

Tailors,  Irish,  allowing,  to  tender, 

FA.  9,  72«. 

Asylnm  Committeei,  Resolations  of — 
Carrying  into  Effect,  FA.  11, 1015. 

Cotton  Industry,  comers  in — Oaming  Act 
of  1802,  Amendment  propooed  with 
view  to  prohibiting  oomers,  FA.  16, 
1475. 

Gambling. 

Canadian  L^islation  on  Future  end 
Option  Gambling — Reason  for 
Omission  from  Ulne-bookt  FA*  11, 
1011. 

Egyptian  Conference  on  Cotton  and 
Bourse  Gambling— Pnblishing 
Report,  FA.  11,  1010. 

Geological  Surveys  Ireland— Progress 
made — Truuferring  work  to  Depart- 
ment of  Agricolture — Publishing  Maps 
in  AnnoaT Reports,  FA.  8,  580 

Post  Office,  Ireland— Carrying  out  Audit. 
Clerieal  and  Printing  woiIe  in  Ireland. 
FA.  4,  867- 

Railway  Rates. 

Foreign  and  Colonial  Produce,  for — 
Preferential  Rates— Holding  an 
Inquiry,  FA.  11,  1028. 

Irish  —  Appointing  Vicerm^  Com* 
mission  to  regulate,  Feb.  10,  853. 

Technical  Schools,  Erection  of,  in  Ireland 
— Continuing  Equivalent  Grftnt, 
FA.  11,  i015. 

Town  Holdings  Committee— Advisability 
of  Re-appointing,  FA.  8,  607. 

Town  Tenants,  Irish— Securing  Keasoo- 
able  Rents — Preventing  Loss  of  Im- 

Srovements  under  Terminable  Leases, 
'e6.  4. 356-356. 
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Annual  B^rt  (1002)  presented,  FA.  t, 
54,  9a 

Filey  Improvement  Bill- 
Introduction  of,   in  House  of  Lwds, 

FA.  g,  188. 
/.  1  R.*  FA  8,  WJ 
2e.»  fa.  It,  1137. 

Finance  Bill  of  1902- 

Corn  Duty  Clanae  —  Mr.  J.  Morl^'s 
Motion  for  rejection  of. 
0.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  FA.  8, 620. 

Flnandai  Becntary  to  the  Admiralty 

Mr.  B.  G.  PrAffman. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Oflee 

Mr.  W.  Bromiey-Dtvomport. 

Financial  Belations  between  England  and 
Ireland 

Position  of  —  Over-taxation  of  Ireland, 
etc. 

Ot.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  FA.  S,  212- 
215. 

Finland 

Trade  Report— PreBentod,  FA.  t,  SB. 

FtaUay,  Sir  B.  B. — Attomty-Gmtrol  [Inver- 
neas  BnrghaJ 

Frand,  State  «f  the  Law  relating  to— 
Propoaed  Ameaubaent,  FA.  162- 
164.  166. 

King^  Speedi  —  Address   in  Answer, 

FA.  i,  168. 

Law  Courts,  London  —  Congeation  of 
Business — Practicability  of  re-arrang- 
ins  Circoits  with  a  view  to  retaining 
Additicmal  Judges  in  London,  FA.  i, 
667. 

Prosecntions  by  the  Treasury,  Power  of 
Attom^-General  to  order— Case  of 
the  Ixmdon  and  Globe  Finance 
CoTpomtton,  FA.  »,  168-167. 

First  Oommissioner  cit  Works 

Lord  Windsor. 

First  Lord  of  the  Adniialty 

Earl  of  Stibome. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

Rt.  Hon  Arthur  J.  Balfour. 

Fiscal  Policy- FM  Trade  t.  Protection 

Amendment   to   th»   AdOrua  [Mr.  J. 

Morleyl  FA.  8,  623 ;  FA.  9,  736 ; 
Feb.  10,  854  ;  FA.  11,  1040  ; 
Feb.  1£,  1199  :  FA  IS,  1340; 
Absence  of  Prime  Minister  through 
illnes8,Propriety  of  raising  Debate, 
etc.,  623,  644.  046.  604,  678,  606. 
770,  902,  046,  946,  1353,  1370^ 
1376,  1403,  1426.  1427.  1438. 

Africa,  Sonth— Preference  of  25  per 
cent  to  British  Imports,  Increase 
In  trade.  >da^t«,Ql360. 

\coni. 
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Fiscal  Policy— eotif. 

Amendment  to  the  Addrat—amt. 

Agricnltnral     Prodoce,    Taxes  od, 
Effect   of,  on  AgriouItQral  in- 
terests,   688,   689,   822,     1 109, 
1251,   1252,  1253. 
Alkali  Trade,  Condition  of,  1114. 
Alteration  in  Fiscal  Policy,  neoessity 
for,  704.  739,  742,  811.  940, 
1060,  1133,  ISiS,  1844,  1341), 
1378.  14Se. 
Wheelhoose,  Mr.,  Bfotion  of,  in 
1880,  1341. 
America. 

Carpet  Trade,  SncoMS  <a  pro 
tecUve  measure*,  1131. 

Comnetitlon  of,  foretold  1^  Cob- 
ilen,  633. 

English  Goods  not  to  be  had  in 
American  shops,  allied,  9^, 
946. 

Exclusion  of  British  Trade  in 
Honolaln,  etc,  748. 

Financial  Prosperity,  reasons  for, 

869,1242. 
Famitare  and  Shoes  dearer  in 

^^and  than  in  Amcvioa, 

Greatest  free-trade  Contiimit  in 
the  irarld,  934. 

Home  Market,  command  of.  1041- 
1043.  ' 

Arguments  and  Methods  adopted  in 
the  controversy,  Fallacies  of,  631. 

Articles  removed  from  the  Tariff.by 
Sir  K.  Peel  and  Mr.  Gladstone, 
626. 

Blow  aimed  at  the  heart  of  the 

Unionist  Party,  140S^  1444. 
Board  of  Trade. 

Difierenoes  of  opinion  among  re- 
preeentatives  —  Unpreceden- 
ted situation,  859,  860,  i;(5fi. 
1361,  1367,  1375,  ^ 

ot,   m,  WO, 

Bread,  Price  of,  MisrepreeentationB, 
706,  7fiO,  815.  1065. 

British  Empire  Leaga^  Objects  of, 

1852. 

Busin  MS  aspect  <rf  the  qneetion,  1870^ 

Business  Capacities  of  the  Gorem. 
ment,  1356. 

Bj-electioos,  Results  of— "Wrttine 
on  the  Wall,"  763^  1428.  * 
Canada. 

Development,    Importance  of, 
740,  817,  945. 

Preference  not  desired,  alleged. 
945,  952,  956,  1046,  1063. 

Thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent. 

S reference   offiared    to  the 
[other  Conntry,  906,  9B7, 
1086,  1223,  1349.1400/ 


Fiscal  Policy— oofif. 

Amemdment  to  the  Adibv»$—eoiU. 
Canada— eonf. 

Trade  with,  Incmae   in,  an  a 
result  of  preferential  ticst- 
ment,  692,  776.  793,  817. 811, 
862.  1350  1421. 
Chamberlain,  Mr.,  proposals  of,  OBI, 
748,  757,  810,  820,  825,  959. 
912.  913,  1071.    1085,  194, 
1231,  1359.  1377.  1394,  1411. 
1414,  1416,  1427. 
Campaign   started  after  r^n 
mffikthe  C(d(»iieB,  proKiees  ti, 
948,  1358. 
Issne  before  the   eoonter,  thi 
rral,  859,  886,  908.  911,  1071. 
1224,  1363.  1365,  1378,  13WL 
Old  AgtyPeorions  Sdiemedroifei 

Opinion  on  the  Continent  and  ia 
America,  751. 
Chanrellorof,  the  Exchequer,  Reaaoas 

of,  for  abstention  from  the  Debate, 

1361,  1431,  1433. 
Changes  in  line  of  argument  since  ia- 

trodnction  of  the  new  Pii^iey. 

alleged,  628,  682. 

Claases  of  opinion  exiatlac  in  tlie 

Country.  666, 

Coal,  Export  dnty  on,  the  first  *tep 
towards  protection,  allied,  11S2. 
Cubden. 

Colonies,  Attitude  towani,  1351. 
Disraeli's  Tribute  to,  63ii. 
Extracts;from,  633, 772,  773, 1351. 
Policy  of,  no  longer  poanble,  813. 
1057,  1373w  '""^ 

Prophecies  of,  unfulfilled.  770, 
868,  1041,  1057,  1081,  133. 
Colonies,  Preferential  Treatment  for 
(m«  also  sabheadinga  names 
of  Colonies). 

Advantages  offered  by  the 
Coloniesinexdiaoge,  MS,  ^39^ 
703, 956,  9S0, 1062^  1086^  ISSBl 

Attitude  towards  Uie  Pimosali, 
691,  817,  818,  834,  888,  988; 
946,  1046,  1066. 

Carlyle's  dictum,  1066, 1096. 

Extxmcta  from  ^'Saaunaty  «< 
Proceedings"  of  Ooltnial 
Conference  in  1902.  FA.  It, 
1068. 

Cost— Burden  ftJling  on  the  C«a- 
nuner,  792,  798,  817. 

DompiDg  m  the  part  of  the 
CoIonie^  767, 1100. 1401. 

Failnre  of  the  experiment  prior  to 
the  introdtieton  frf  free-ttmde, 
1096. 

Foundation  of  th«  whole  aeheme. 

766. 

Vna  Trade  within  the  Eapiie 

impracticable,  896. 
Getting  rid  of  the  OokHiies  I^iKey, 
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Fiscal  Policy— cOTt/. 

Amendment  to  the  Addrest—eoiU. 
CohmieB—eont. 

Imperial  Government  "official  " 
attitnde,  1049,  1073.  1399. 
1400,  1440,  1441. 

I^mitatioD  of  freedom  of  bflrgain- 
ing  of  His  Majeaty'i  Govern- 
ment. 687. 

Limits  of  the  preference.  Defioi- 
Uon  of,  692.  S93,  1067,  1082. 

MiBrepreBentations  of  the  Policy, 
aneged,896.  140a 

Objecta  of,  650,  687,  690.  730,  022, 
946,  1351. 

Preference  not  desired,  046,  952, 

1223 

Protection  likely  to  result  un- 
favonraUy  for  the  Colonies, 
634,  SM,  952. 

Salisbury,  Lord,  viewB  of,  1344, 
1345. 

Competition  by  Foreign  Nations. 

Effect  of,  on  British  Trade,  782, 
784,  785,  815,  959,  1058. 

Peel's  prophecy  regarding,  892. 

Unfair  Competition,  Definition  of, 
745.  1074.  1101,  1221,  1244, 
1387.  130S. 
Conservative  Member  for  Chippenham 
opposed  and  attacked  by  Member 
of  the  CoTomment,  on  the  Fiscal 
Policy,  alleged,  827,  837,  836,  863, 
887.  S97, 808,  007,  938. 

Comervative  Members  and  Candi- 
dates, Treatment  of,  by  the 
Uuvernment,  908,  947,  1071,  1230. 
1359,  1364,  1367,  1375,  1390. 1410. 
1434,  1438,  1442,  1443. 

Coneervative  Party  in  the  grip  of  Mr. 
Ghamberlun,  alleged.  913,  1071, 
1218,  1359. 

Consoliilating  the  Empire,  Closer 
Union  with  the  Colonif>s,  etc., 
Propoeab  for,  700.  701.  746.  747, 
752,  818.  832,805,  001,  1082,  1086. 
1126,  1250, 1343,  I3S1. 

Com,  Duty  on,  636-638.  730,  870, 
880.  0S7,  1064,  1060,  122j, 
1366, 1386. 

Impetus  given  to  development 
of  Canada  by,  740. 

Com  Laws. 

Agitation,  History  of,  771-773, 
1128. 

Distress  during  period  of,  due  to 
reaction  trom  war  and  un- 
sound poor  law,  1129,  1130. 

Kingsley,  Carlyle  and  Ruskin, 
attitude  of.towards,  637, 1089. 

Com  uffalo,  Effect  of  protective  duties 
on.  1254. 

Cost  of  production  increased  br  Fac- 
Uay  Lef^ation,  alleged,  1883. 
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Fiscal  Policy— «>»^ 

Ametuhnrnt  to  the  AMrest—amt. 
Cotton  Indostry. 

Condition  of— Dangers  of  Protec- 
tion as  a  remedy,  668,  660, 
704,  923,  029, 1410. 
Export  doty  by  the  United 
Statee  as  a  result  of  proteu- 
tion.  024.  928, 1410. 

Conntervailing  Duties,  Delinition  of, 
657. 

Crisis,  artificial  and  inventeH,  alleged, 
627  629,  648,  857,  948.  1006, 
1378,  1379,  1391,  1429. 

Devonshire.  Duke  of — Circumstances 
attending  resignation  of,  760. 

Diffisrenoe  between  the  Government 
Policy  and  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
Proposals.  670-683,  754,  766,  762. 
826.  936. 

Dingley  and  McKinley  Tariffs— Pro- 
tectionist Countries  as  helpless  as 
Free  Trade  Countries,  all^d, 
889. 

Disenssion  of  the  Question  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Necessity  for, 
624,  646,  678.  742,  819,  866,  1368. 

Divisions  in  the  Ministerial  ranks, 
1413. 

Dumping. 

Cases  where  beneficial.  876,  877, 
803.  OOS.  017,  laOO.  1243, 
1372. 

Colonial,  767,  1100,  1401. 
Conditions  giving  rise  to,  917, 
1100. 

Effect  of,  on  Commercial  Enterprise 
in  Kngland,  738,  766,  TSl-iSB, 
799,  814,  876.  906,  943,  1390. 
Method  of  Working  in  America. 

787,  814,  1043. 
Retaliation  policy.  Indiscriminate 
a^ication    of,    to,  1387, 

Two  distinct  kinds  of,  916,  1100. 

Electorate,  canring  the  issue  to  the 
Necessity  of.  to  the  carrying  out 
of  any  Reform.  661,  662,  700. 
1067,  1360,  1433, 1441. 

Prophecies  as  to,  643.  705.  700. 
818,  866,  1123,  1353. 

Emigration  of  the  State's  beat  work- 
men to  the  United  States,  1373. 
Expen<1iture  of  the  Country.  Inorcaee 
in,  Effect  on  Trade,  706. 

Ezpcnts. 

Blue-book  omissions  and  limita- 
tions, 1008. 

Comparisons  between  Free  Tiade 
and  Protectionist  Countries, 
073,  874,  813,  1105,  1393. 
Decrease  in.  Reasons^  for.  1202, 
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Fiscal  Policy— eon(. 

Amendment  to  the  Addrtst—cont. 

Exports— con/. 

Definition  of  the  term  *■  Export." 

1097. 

Dnty  on,  paid  by  the  oountry 

Dringing  in  impnia,  1398. 
ExoMs  ot,  orer  impc^. 

Test  of  the  prosperity  of  a 
ooantry,  779,  870,  891, 
1214,  1243. 

United  States,  Ca«e  of  the, 
779,  891,  1214. 

QoMitity,  Quality  and  I)eaUna- 
tion  aqpunent,  1096.  1097, 
1099. 

Fact«y  Acts,  a  revolt  agaUut  the 
dootaine  of  Free  Trade,  1089, 1382. 

Fair  Trade,  Doctrine  of,  921, 

Originator  of  the  movement,  1342. 

Financial  and  Indutrial  oondition  of 
Great  BiitiUn  prior  to  the  intro- 
dnotioD  of  Free  Trade,  1112. 

"FiBcal  Reform,"  Protest  against 
use  of  the  term,  788,  791. 

Five  per  cent,  all-round  dnty,  advau- 
ta|W  of.  637,  1087,  10B8,  12S2, 

Fluctuating  Tariff,  Evils  of,  1080. 
Food,  Taxation  of,  669,  660,  672,  681, 

790,  1064,  1134,  1216,  1355. 

1361,  1363,  1369,  1398,  1415, 

1440,  1446. 

Articles  of  food  already  taxed. 
942.  ' 

Chamberlain,  Mr.,  Speech  of,  in 
1881,  1208. 

Contradiotoiy  Assertions  hv 
Ministais.  636, 687,  681, 1855, 
1361. 

Forcogn  Coantries,  Importance  of  the 
KlHah  Market  to,  686,  933,  1081, 

Foreign  Investments,  Magnitude  of. 

Foreign  Trade,  Importance  of,  to 
Great  Britain,  1211,  1243. 

Free  Pood  LeMiue— Name  incorrect 

and  Misleading,  1 1.TO,  1415. 
Free  Trade  Policy. 

America  the  greatest  Free  Trade 
Continent  in  the  world,  934 

Area  of  Trade  not  extended  in 
last  twenty  years,  9K,  1055. 

Class  Divisions  and  Strife,  Ab- 
»enee  of,  due  to  Free  Trade 
aUeged,  634,  835,  1079,  1119,' 

Definition  of  the  Free  Trader  and 
^  Trade,  657,  791  1089, 

Factory  Acts  a  revolt  against  the 
doctme  o^  lOt^  i 


Fiscal  Vt>Mcg—coru. 

Amendmeni  to  the  AddnMe—emU. 

Free  Trade  Policy— eon^. 

Imperial  Vne  Trade  impne 
tieaUo  —  Opinion  in  ihc 
Colonies,  806. 

Limitations  and  Dangers  of,  UI& 

Meaning  of,  609.  1089,  1096. 

Movements  towards,  in  Germuj, 
America  and  Aostnlia,  99a 

New  South  Wales— CompaiiMo* 
of  prices  under  Free  Trade  aid 
under  Protection,  937. 

PoeitioD  of  England  markine  b« 
oat  as  the  one  Free  Trvie 
ports  of  the  WorU,  1357. 

Principles  of,  enonciated  loi^ 
boFore  the  days  of  Cob^ 
820, 1229. 

Proeperity  of  the  Coontry  resting 
on  me  imports — arKameot 
660,  671,  094,  706,  812,  S& 
940,  1068,  1056,  1066.  1082; 
1128, 1226, 1SS5,  1373. 

Keaeona  for  adoption  and  tatifio- 
tion  of,  63a 

Unreatiioted  liberty  not  an 
eaaoitial  of,  697,  698. 

Freedom  of  Commercial  NegotiaUon 
aimed  at  by  the  Government, 
639,  651,  661,  666.  684,  745^  364 
888,  904,  935,  1075.  1106,  ISI, 
1352,  1386,  1302, 1S94.  1386, 13K. 
1408,  1429.  1430,  1440. 

Germany. 

Increase  in  Trade  of,  compared  to 
that  of  Great  Britain,  Keaaons 
for,  676,  737,  798,  872.  8B8, 
1242: 

Industrial  prosperity  oi,  doe  to 
Bismarokiaii  protectionisin, 
alleged,  10o9,  1068. 

Unsatisfactory  position  of  Work- 
ing   Classes    in,    dne  to 

Srotection     and     not  to 
aotoiy  Lcgialation,  alleged, 
1384. 

Zoltverein,  Influence  of,  « 
Unity  and  CmMlidation  of 
the  Qerman  Empire,  1127, 

1212.  *^ 

History   repeating  itself— ProporaL$ 
of  Mr.  Chamberlayne  1693,  aod 
Mr.  Chamberlain  in  1905,  ia07. 
Home  Rule  Analogy,  791,  1385. 
Ideal    of    Nations  —  Self-anstained 
Empire  or  increase  in  fordgn 
export  trade,  676,  677,  690. 
Imperialism,  DefiaititHi  of,  836,  1414. 
Imports. 

Kxoees  of,    over    export*  the 
meanife  of  Prosperity  of  iJw 
Conntay,  778,  781,  813,  932. 
1097,  1215,  1347,  1371,  1393. 
Glut  of,  Consequencaa  reenlti^ 
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FiBcal  Policy— con*. 

Amendment  to  the  A.idreS8—cont. 
Imports — cont, 

Baw  Material  and  Manufaotnred 
GootU,  Percentage  in  imports 
for  last  ten  years,  779,  931, 
1347. 

Value  of— Lobs  in  Wages  to  this 
country,  alleged,  918,  942, 
969,  1120,  1347. 

Income  Tax. 

Pennaneot  ins*  rument  of  National 
rerenae — Decision  of  the 
electorate  of  1871,  627. 

Betnnu— Increase  in  yield  of  tax, 
707,  736. 

Indebtedness  of  the  country,  Increase 
in,  1371. 

Indirect  Taxation,  Reduction  (rf,  856. 
Individual  v.  State-aided  enterprise. 

'  1092,  1093. 
Induftrial  Methods  of  the  Country- 
Necessity  for  reform,  702,  737, 
873,  925.  958,  1061. 
Industries  of  the  Country. 

See  also  subheadings  names  of 
Industries,  as  Iron  and  Steel, 
Cotton,  etc. 
Condition  of,  626,  650,  683,  697, 
806.  831,  874,  881,  944,  949, 
1058,  1113,  1114,  1219,  1233, 
1248,  1348,  1372,  1389,  1392. 

Blue-book  Statistics  for  1903, 870, 

871,  1058. 
Boaitl  of  Trade  Statistics,  780, 

931,  1058,  1380. 
Companies  Act,  Effect  of,  on,  821. 

Emigration  of  the  State's  best 
workmen  to  the  United 
States,  1373. 

Employment  Statistics,  1106, 
1239,  1348. 

Foreign  Competition,  Effect  of, 
on,  782,  784,  785,  815,  959, 
1058,  1219,  1233,  1242,  1248, 
1372, 1391.  1416, 1417,  1420. 

Home  Trade.  State  of,  1044,  1347. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  certain 

trades— Statistica    for  last 

nine  years,  1044. 
Inferior  iodustries  replaced  by 

superior.  689,  895.  918,  12^ 

1245. 

Influence  of  scientific  invention 
and  CO  operation  between  em- 

rloyers  and  employed,  1113- 
118.  1240,  1379,  1418. 

Legislation  affecting  particular 
ioduatriea  as  a  result  of  pro- 
tection, 1080, 1117. 

Rained  Indostries— Fallacies  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  annments, 
etc.,  1114,  1288^  1241.  1366. 
1878.  L379.  1404. 
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PiBcal  PoUcj-«m<. 

Ammdmmt  to  tKe  Addreea—cmtt, 
Industries  of  the  Country— con*. 

"Rule  of  thumb"  maoagemmt, 
evils  of,  1115, 1379. 

Trades'  Unions  the  cause  of  slack- 
ness of  (mde,  alleged,  1114, 
1136,  1379. 

Transfer  of— Failacy  of  tiieory, 
698, 699,  785,  815. 

Infallibility  of  the  Government  an 
exploded  doctrine,  914, 1369,  1413. 
1425. 

International  Trade,  ImpOTtance  of, 
to  Great  Britain.  12L1,  1243. 

Ireland. 

Attitude      of,     towards  the 

controversy,  1424. 

Position  of,  under  free-trade,  and 
under  protection,  1103,  1128, 
1422.-1425. 
Iron  and  Steel  Trade.  Condition  of. 
605.  806,  704,  782,  801-806, 
837,  881,  950,  1059,  1060. 
Statements  made  in  reference  to, 
Inaccuracy  of,  704,  801.  802. 
803,  960. 

Labour  Market,  elacknees  io. 

Labour  Gazette  Statistics,  1348. 

TiBhtness  in  the  Money  Market 
the  cause  of,  796,  869,  883. 
Labour  representatives,  Views  ofjjtm 
the  question,  1136,  1200,  1287, 

1238. 

Liberals  in  favour  of  Tariff  Reform, 
1346. 

Mandate  of  the  Country  necessary  to 
the  carrying  out  oi  any  reform, 
661,  662,  7W.  1067,  1360.  1483, 
1441. 

Manual  of  Protection  for  beginners. 
Extracts  from,  138*. 

Manufactures— 

forego,  question  of  Import  Duty 

on,  1120,  1382. 
Goods  imported.  Value  of— Loss 

in  Wages  to  this  Country, 

alleged,  918,  942.  969,  1120, 

1347. 

Ideal   of   England  rather  than 
Agriculture— Result  <*f  repeal 
of  Com  Laws  in  1846,  630, 
695.  1253. 
Protectionist  Countries,  no  advan- 
tage of,  over  Free  Trade 
Countries,  alleged,  894. 
Restrictions  on,  942,  943,  1240. 
Ten  per  cent  tax  on  manufac- 
toied  Goods  669,  681, 
688,  682.  706.  736.  792, 
821,    860,    1046,  1071, 
1368,  1380,  1382,  1399. 
Applications  of,  to  Colonial 
as  well  as  Foreign  Goods, 
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Fiscal  Polfagr-conf. 

AtMndntent  to  lAe  Address— cont. 
ManufaotnrerB — eorU. 

Ten  per  cent  Tax — eont. 

UDintelligetit  in  conception, 
and  nneqasl  in  applica- 
tion, alleged,  1382. 

Ministers,  Revignations  of.  Reaeona  for, 
763,  7S6.  787,  87»-S81,  903,  1U83, 
1354,  1363. 

Monopoly  and  its  attendant  evils  as 
a  result  of  protection,  932. 

Mnncipal  Expenditure  and  Indebted- 
ness, Increase  in,  1371. 

New  South  Wales,  ConiparisoD  of 
prices  in,  onder  Free  Trade  and 
under  protection,  937. 

New  Zealand,  Preferential  and 
Reciprocal  proposals  of,  1350. 

Old  age  Pensions  Scheme  dropped, 
1415- 

Opposition  alternative  Policy,  Details 
of,  1111,  1348,  1349. 

Peel,  Sir  R.,  Method  adopted  by,  of 
carrying  tlw  Free  Trade  PropoaalB, 

759,  770. 

Policy  of  the  Government — Alterna- 
tive Causes  open,  1402. 

BnunesB  eapacitiei,  1856. 

Contradictory  assertions  by 
Ministers  635,  636,  638,  647 
665,  680,  747,  754,  761,  811, 
855,  902,  1047,  1055,  1.360, 
1361,  1366,  1375,  1432, 1433. 

Definition  of,  625,  635,  639,  646. 
655,  658,  660,  666,  679,  680, 
696,  743,  788,  789,  800,  801, 
808,  819.  823,  825,  867,  867, 
873,  S84-887.  909,  921, 
934,  939,  946,  947,  1047, 
1069,  1070,  J072,  1084,  1094, 
1110,  1123,  1209,  1220,  1225, 
1228.  1246,  1354,  1302,  1410 
1411,  1414,  1428,  1431,  1439, 
1440. 

Details  of  —  Undesirabiltty  of 
disclosing  prematurely,  652, 
653,  684,  1397. 

Dilatory  tactics.  800,  801,808,  830, 
909,  m.  1072, 1227, 1228, 1247, 
1368,  1390,  1414,  1429. 

Pamphlet  containing  Sheffield 
Speech  and  other  declaratioDS 
by  the  Prime  Miuistor,  1369, 
1374. 

Statement  by  Mr.  Wyndham, 
1392-1401,  1403. 

"  SuCRestions  "  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, 757,  913,  1359. 

Popalation,  Growth  of,  the  inwt 
decisive  mark  of  a  country's  pros- 
perity—Fallacy of  theory,  1129. 

Pottery  Industry,  Condition  of,  1373. 

Pove^r^in  Great  Britain— Statistics, 
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Fiscal  Policy— coiu. 

Amendmmt  to  tke  Addreu — eont. 

Premure  which  could  be  exerted  m  a 
I^nteetaoaist  Govenunent,  91&. 

PrioeB  lowest  when  Trade  is  bid, 

aUeged.  774,  891. 

Protection. 

Advantages  and  DiBadvantaga 
of,  as  a  Party  Cry,  799,  1364, 

1392. 

Carpet  Trade  in  America,  insUBN 

of,  1131. 

Comparative  Wealth,  Wacei*  and 
Pauperism  of  protected  Cooa- 
tries,  671,  1204,  1205. 

Establishment     of  proteetin 
duties  against  the  MiMber 
Conn^in  Coloniee  now  Free 
Trade,  1213. 
Evil  Effects  of— Possibilities  of 
Cormpt  prai^iee^  de^ 
1418, 1413. 

Social  evils  of,  1119. 

Failure  of  expoiments  in,  1357. 

Government  Patronage  of  Propa- 
ganda, alleged,  008,  947, 1071, 
1230,  1359,  1364,  1367,  137S, 
1390,  1410,  1434,  143S. 

Imposition  of  taxes  on  the  eoo- 
sumer  for  the  ben^t  of  tbe 
producer,  allied,  688,  737. 
743,  929,  937, 1091, 1131. 

Increase  in  cost  of  prodncticmaia 
result  of,  alleged,  795,  S24, 
928,  933,  1079, 1201. 

India,  Position  of,  794,  795,  898, 
1049-1054,  1126. 

Industries  of  tbe  Countiy  wofitinc 
by— argument,  707,  SW»  3S^ 
783, 1210,  1212. 

Internal  duties  within  the  EmiRn 
increase  in,  a  result  of  pro- 
tection, alleged.  1212, 1211 

Labour  Conditions  more  favov- 
aUe  and  m<K«  costly  in 
Britain  than  Abroad,  alle^di 
804,  943, 1090, 1091. 

Manual  for  Beginners,  Extracts 

from,  1385. 
Meaning  c&  the  Term,  667,  773. 

791,  885,  860,  9^.  lUttS,  mi- 
Moiaaa  to  the  Central  Life  of  Uie 

Conntiy,  aU^;ed,  835^  87& 
Monopoly  as  a  lesult  932. 

New  South  Wales— Comparisoa* 
of  prices  in,  under  Free  Ttade 
and  ander  Protection,  937. 

Permanent  or  Temporary  Tarift 
Question  as  to.  642,  604. 

Position  of  England  markioK  her 
out  as  the  one  Free-tfs^ 
Port,  1357. 

Prosperity  of  Countries  ondfi 
Greater  than  under  Free  tnA 
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Fiscal  Policy— eon*. 

Amendment  to  the  Addrw—cotU. 
ProtMtion — eont. 

Taxes  resalting  from,  %  definite 
Grievaoce  to  the  Working 
Man,  1U8,  1205. 

Univenal  Free  Trade  as  the  out- 
ooDie  of,  alleged.  664,  1106. 

Wheat  sappty,  probaUe  effect  on, 
936. 

Bailvays  and  Bailway  Men.  Effect  of 
the  Proposals  on,  1206,  1235. 

Raw  Material,  Taxation  of,  661,  1440, 
1446. 

Retaliation. 

America,  difficulty  of  enforcing 
the  PoUcy  on,  640,  663,  768, 
875.  942, 9S1>  1076.  138S,  1406, 
1407. 

Canada  and  tiormany— SoeceM  of 
Retaliatory  Heasnres,  607, 
77S,  876,  122S,  1388. 

FrMdcfflQ  of  N^foUation  of  the 
Government  curtailed  hy, 
alleged,  1124. 

Hostile  Tariffii  of  Germany ,RuBsia, 
and  the  United  States — 
Hands  of  the  Government 
tied,  1395. 

Meaning  of        Term,  638,  797, 
«  922,  950;  1062,  1244,  1418. 

Fermanent  or  Temporary  Tariff. 
Question  as  to,  683,  694, 
811,  890,  1077,  1440. 

Power  of  the  Executive  to  impose 
—Free  power  of  Negotia- 
tion, etc,  639,  661.  661, 
666,  084,  745,  765,  888, 
904.  935. 1075,1108, 1221. 
1352,  1385,  1396,  1308, 
1434-1436.  1439,  1440. 

Character  of  the  power  re- 
qnired,  Definition  of, 
1386,  1392,  1394. 

Cohden's  Treaty  with  France, 
Precedent  of,  1396. 

Constitational  effect  of  the 
proposal  far  exceeding  in 
importance  the  fiscal 
effect,  1436. 

Proposfdii  of  the  Government 
with  rerard  to.  Declaration  of, 
639,  6^  649.  666,  681.  696, 
744,  768,  797,  809,  811,  825, 
873,  889.  905,  922,  9S5,  1(H7, 
1048,  1062,  1074,  1075,  1101, 
1209,  1221,  1244>  1358,  1385, 
1397.  1484. 

Biueia,  Difficnlty  of  aptdyinir  to. 
662,  666,  875. 

Shipping  Indnstry,  Effect  on,  951, 
1366,1408. 
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FiBcal  Policy— COB*. 

Amendment  to  the  Addreta—eont. 
Retaliation — cont. 

Stepping  stone  to  protection, 
alleged,  107I-I073, 1077, 1078, 

1101,  1232,  1246,  1251,  1385, 
1412,  1435,  1437. 

Successfal  instances  of,  non- 
existent, 889,  1074, 1125, 1131. 

flagar  Convention  as  an  example 
of,  685,  781,  799,  888,  929,  941, 

1102,  1386. 

Unfair  Competition,  Definition  of , 
745,  1074.  1101,  1221,  1244, 
1387,  1395. 

Value  and  demerits  of,  775,  797 
811,  830,  905,  941,  1076,  1077. 

Retrogression  of  tlie  Country  due  to 
its  Commercial  Policy,  1342. 

Revenae  Dnty  the  opposite  of  a  Pro- 
tective Duty,  631,  939, 1380,  1381. 

Revenue  and  Retaliatory  Tariff,  con- 
flicting clainis  of,  1109,  1110; 

Royal   Commisrion   to  inveetigate 

froposed  Reform,  proposed,  931, 
249. 

Salishnrr,  Lord,  Attitnde  of,  towards 
Preferential  Trade,  1344. 

Savings  of  British  Workmen  the  lowest 
in  Earope,  alleged,  930; 

Scientific  Tariff  as  a  remedy,  634, 635, 
939. 

Scotland,  Union  of,  with  England 
in  1707— Profl^mty  and  fiscu  ad- 
vantages  derived   from,  1127, 

1128. 

Shiphnilding,  Monopoly  of,  try  Orcat 
Britain,  892. 

Shipping- 
Carrying  Trade  of  Great  Britun, 
9ffl,  1044,  1365,  1366. 

Conditicai  of  — Statistics,  ecr. 
1404-1406,  1416. 

Tonnage,  Incicaae  in,  between 
1890  and  1901  —  Statistirs. 
1404-1406. 

Trade  built  up  British  Free- 
trade  Pouoy  and  Forngn 
Protectionist,  1408, 1400. 

Slight  to  the  House  and  the  Country 
hy  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
not  taking  part  in  the  Debate, 
1431. 

Starratlon,  thirteen  thousand  People 
on  the  verge  of,  alleged,  672. 

Suez  Canal,  Kffiict  of,  on  Litemational 

Trade,  etc.,  634. 
Sugar  Bounties,  an  instance  of  unfair 

tariffs  of  Foreign  Countries,  681. 
Tariff  CommiBsion. 

Banking  interests,  Non-»pre:en- 

tation  of,  822, 1241. 
Permanent  Tariff  being  drawn  up, 
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Fiscal  Policy— 

Afnendment  to  the  Addreas—cont. 

Tariff  Wara  on  the  Continent,  Remilta 

of,  775,  797,  875.  J077. 

Tariffs  naed  for  other  parpoees  than 
revenue  onlv,  Conseqoences  of, 
1434.  1435. 

Tinplate  Industry— EtTectof  American 
Tariff  on.  874.  950, 11 13, 1395. 

Trader  Union  attitude  towards  the 
reform  propoeala,  1134. 

Treaties  with  Foreign  Coantriet. 

Cobden  Treaty  with  Franoe,  Presi- 
dent of,  766,  1396. 

Powon  of  Ministers  to  negoUate* 
765. 

Tnuts — Free  Trade  Goremment  the 
only  one  capable  of  dealing  with, 
816. 

"  Two  SonU  "  ponemed  hy  Members 
of  tlie  GoTemment,  1047. 

United  &npire  Trade  League,  Worlc 
of.  1345. 

Voters  in  Great  Britidn,  France,  and 
Ctermany,  DifFnmi  ctmditioDS 
affecting,  1066. 

Wwes  of  Workmen  in  Gennany, 
United  States,  and  England,  Com- 
parisons between,  672,  673,  689 
ttM.  788.  816, 960, 1041, 1060^  1091. 
1204. 

Wheat,  Snj^ljr  of,  materially  affected 

by  protection,  936. 

Wire  Trade,  Condition  of,  1114. 

Working  Classes,  Condition  of — 
Amendment  of  Fiscal  Policy 
with  a  view  to  improving, 
»46,  954. 

Wheelhouae,  Mr.,  Motion  of,  in 
1880,  1341. 

Workman's  interests,  the  alleged  oh- 
jeot  of  both  Partiee,  1133, 1134. 

Woollen  Industry. 

Condition  of — Effects  of  Foreign 
Competition,  etc.,  1417,  1418, 
1420,  1421. 

Effect  of  Protection  on.  1225.1417, 
1418. 

Cabinet — Changes  in,  dne  to  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain's Proposals. 
Ot.    Earl  Spencer^  Feb.  S,  33  ;  Sir 
B.  Campbell  Bannermas,  120. 

Cliamberlain,  Mr.,  Campaign  of. 

Campbell-Bannennan,  Sir  H.,  At- 
tack of,  on,  Feb.  2,  129.  130,  131. 
136. 

Ot.   Mr.  A.  Chamberlain.  FA. 
t,  146. 

Changes  in  line  of  argnment,  alleged. 
Of.    Earl  Speuoer,  Ftb.  f ,  33,  34 ; 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 
181. 
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Fiscal  Policy— con*. 


Discussion — Allowing  opportunity  for.  «a 
a  Snbstanuve  MotitMi.  Amend- 
ments to  the  Addrees  b^ng  with- 
drawn throngh  absence  of  the 
Prime  Minister. 
Qs.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Lord  H. 
Cecil,  Mr.  J.  Morler  ;  A. 
Mr.  A.   Doughu,  Feb.  4, 
358-360. 

Partner  discussion,  facilities  for. 
Q.   Mr.  C.  McArthnr ;  A.   Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  15,  1338. 

Government  attitude  towards,  neeeerity 
for  definition  of  Policy. 
Ot.  Earl  Spencer,  FA.  t,  35; 
Marqaeae  of  Draedowne,  47 ; 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
118,  119,  129-138;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain.  145.  146 ;  Mr.  G. 
Bowles,  176-178  ;  Lord  H.  Cedl. 
179-181. 

Government    Inquiry  —  Publication  of 
Docnments  and  Statistic*  —  Bepro- 
dnetion  of  Charts  prepand  for  St. 
Louis  Exhilntion. 
Of.  Mr.  Black.  Mr.  Bea;  A.  Mr. 
G.  Balfour,  Feb.  8,  584. 

Govemmeot    Statement     regarding  — 
Deferring   ontil   Return  <tf  Fmie 

Uioister. 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.   Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  FA.  4,  360.861. 

Preferential  Tarifi. 

Duties  imposed,  raised,  eto.  182S-1S98, 
1842.1846.  1863  and  1860— Ratom 
presented,  Feb.  t,  88. 

Indian  GoTemmenttViews  of— Tabling 
Papets. 

9.  Lord  George  Hamilton  ;  A. 
Mr.  Brodrick.  FA.  4^  339. 
Return  Pieeeuted,  FA.  S,  660, 

562- 

Retaliation— Duties  imposed,  raised,  etc., 
1823-1826,  1842-1846,  1853  and  1800- 
Ketnm  presented,  Feb.  g,  89. 
Tariff  Commission — Banking  interests. 
Non-representation  of. 
O.   Mr.  J.  Ellif ,  Feb.  9,  822 ;  Mr. 
Beckett,  FA.  J3,  1241. 
Trade,  State  and  prospects   of— Boyml 
Commission  of  Inquiry  proposed. 
Os.  Btal  of  Wemysa,  Marquess  nf 
Lansdowne,  Marquess  el  Ripoo, 
Earl  of  HatobDiy,  Feb.  4, 307. 

Fisb 

Undersized  flat  flsh,  refer  to  iiUe  Sea 
Fisheries  Bill. 

Fisheries 

Scotland — Illegal  trawling  in  the  Firth  of 
Forth  —  Arranging  with  Light- 
keepers  to  report  further  oases  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  Capt  Ellioe ;  A.  Mr.  S.  Dickwm, 
Feb.  IS,  1827. 


Ireland   [non-congested  districts}— 
Fund  accounts  meeented„^eft. 

1268.iJ|^tBdbyGOOg^le 
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Fisheries- eoni. 

Sea — conk 

SoQthero  Sea  Fisheries  Districta, 
Order  for  creating,  presented, 
Feb.  JO,  842. 

Order  made  for  variation  of  order 
creating,  presented,  F^.  11, 963. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill  »ee  that  title. 

Tay  Fiaberiee— Dispute  between  Drift  and 
Bag-net  I'^hers — Report  to  Pidiery 
Board— Pablication  of. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A.  Mr.  S.  Dickson, 
Feb.  8,  689. 

FitzOeiald.  Sir  B.  U.  F.  [Cambridge]. 

Oommisuoner  under  Iiuik  Land  Aet— 
hega,]  Statu*  of. 

Q.   Mr.  T.  W.  Rosseli;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  IS^  1328. 

Fitiwilliun,  Earl 

King's  Speech— Addreae  in  Anewer*  FA. 

t,  6. 

Sat  first  in  Parliamenl  after  the  death  of 
his  grandfather,  Feb.  S,  5. 

Finine 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Feb.  jS»  62. 

FlaTin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 

Kerry  Railway  and  Harboar  Guarantees 
— Steps  taVen  to  relieve  Ratepayers 
of  Burden,  Feb.  IS,  1320. 

FlTiUi,Hr.  J.a[Cork,N.] 

C«k  Winter  Aanies  —  Alleged  Jury 
Faokiiig,  Feb.  Jl,  10S1-10S2. 

Foreatry  in  Ireland  -  Co-operation  of 
Coimty  Conneile  in  DereloMnent  (rf, 
Feb.  4,95*. 

Tiansraal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Laliioar 
to— Ordinance — Transfer  of  Importers* 
lUgbte — Sale  of,  by  Anetlon— Le- 
gafity  of,  Feb.  11,  Hm. 

Food 

Inebriate  Reformatories  —  Diet  Regiila- 
tions  presented,  Feb.  £,  68,  99. 

Policy  of  the  Government,  Neoes^ty 
for  definition  of. 

Taxation  of — Fiscal  Proposals. 

Om.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.  636,  637; 
Mr.  G.  Balfoor,  6S9. 

Foreicn  Office 

Secretary  of  iStafe— MarqneM  of  Lans- 

downe. 

Under  SeenUny—Eaxl  Percy. 
Forestry 

Germany,  in — Instruction  in — Report  pre- 
sented. F^.  g,  63. 

Ireland,  in,  Developnoent  of— Question  of 
Government  AenstMioe. 
0«.   Sir  T.  Esmonde,  Mr.  Flynn ; 
A.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  4, 
358-364. 
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Reports  preeented.  Feb.  t,  67, 93. 


F<ntii,  Firth  of 

Trawlers,  Illegal,  Complaints  oa    to  — 
Arranging  with   lignt-keepers  to  re* 
port  cases,  pr<n>oee£ 
Q.  Capt   £Uue;   A.    Mr.  Soott 
Dickson,  Feb.  15,  1327. 

Foster.  Sir  B.  W.  [Derby.  Ilkeston.] 

Sanitary  Inspectors'  Certificates — Number 
of  applicants,  and  nomber  of  Certifi- 
cates granted.  1899-1903  F^.  IS,  1306. 

Fowlw:,  Bt.  HoL  BirH.  H.  [Wolverhampton, 

E.] 

Fiscal  Propoeats,  Feb.  9,  752. 

War  Office  Re-organisatioii — Date  and 
Nature  of  Discussion  on,  /*eft.  16, 
1485, 1486. 

Franca 

Anglo  -  French  Relations,  Cnrdiality  of. 
King's  Speech,  References  in,  Feb.  t,  1 
0:    Lord  Hylton,  Fd).  t,  14;  £ari 
Spencer,  22  ;  Marquess  of  Lana- 
diiwne,  38,  Mr.  Hardy,  107. 

ArUtration  Treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
Apremnent  presented,  Fdu  f,  6&  92. 
Kmg's  Speech,  References  in,  Feo.  t,  1 . 
Terms  of. 
Oe.  £arl  Fitzwilliam,   Feb.  i,  6; 
Lord  UyltOD,  14  ;  Earl  Spencer, 
22 ;  Marquees  of  Lansdowne,  39. 

Commercial  Relations  of,  with  Jamaica — 
Convention  presented.  Feb.  f ,  56,  92. 

Exports— Statistics  for  1849-53  and  1899- 
1003. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Mr.  B. 
Law,  Feb.  6,  476-478. 

Import  Tariff— Articles  chai;ged  with 
Duty. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
Feb.  5,  477. 

Tarifl  War  with  Italy,  causes,  and  effects 
of. 

0».  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  9,  797 ; 

Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  10,  875  ;  Mr. 

Bryce,  Feb.  11, 1077. 
Q.  Lord  G.  Hamilton;  A.  Earl 

Percy,  Feb.  4,  328. 

Trade  Reports  Presented,  Feb.  »,  62-63. 

Vessels  in  British  P(»ts— Re^measure- 
ment  for  Tonnage— Orders  in  Conndl 

Providing  for,  presented,  A6.  t,  66, 
03. 

Franchise  and  Bemoval  of  Wmnen'sDiB* 
abilities  Bill 

e.  IR'  teb.  6,  486. 

Frand 

Company  promoting — Legislation  to  meet 
oases  similar  to  that  of  Whittaker 
Wright,  Date  of  Introduction. 
Q.   Mr.  S.  MacNeill  ;   A.   Mr-  A. 
Douglas,  Fa.  IS,  1335. 

Law  Relating  to — Amendment  of  proposed 
—Case  ^  Whittaker  Wright. 
StaUment  [Sir  R.  Finlay^jVi  2, 162- 

164,166.  Digitized  byVjOOQ re 
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Free  Food  League 

Name  incorrect  and  misleading. 
O.  Mr.  P.  Smith,  Fth.  11,  1130 ;  Mr.  C. 
MoArthar,  Feb.  16,  Ulff. 

Free  Tnda  T.  FmtdeMon 
tee  Fisoai  Policy. 

Friendly  Societies 

Chief  BwiatrEr'4  Beport  for  1003,  pte- 
Bented,  Feb.  IS,  im,  1302. 

Fnniitnie  Trade 

Imports  and  Exports— Statistics  for  last 
nine  years. 
0».  Sir  G.  Parker,  FA.  11,  1044. 

Pyler,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Surrey,  Cherteey.l 

Aldershot  Stiam  Fight— Use  of  Ball  Cart- 
ridges—Measmres  to  prevent  Recar- 
rence  of  Incident,  Feb.  4,  336. 

aalbraith  Estate,  Longford 

Sale  of  —  Overtures  to  Estatee  Com- 
miuioners. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb  15,  1334. 

Oalway 

KioTarft  Harbonr- Repair  of  Pier. 
Q.  Mr.  Duffy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb. 
16,  1498. 

Laurence  Tovro  and  Killimer— Division 
and  Sale  of  Grass  Farm — Proposed 
Scheme  ot — Objectiona  to. 
Q,  Mr.  Koche;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhara, 
Feb.  IS,  1330,  1331. 

Naval  Visits  to — NnmWra  of  English  and 
Foreign  Cruisers  visiting,  1903-4. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  Pretymao, 
Feb.  11, 1019. 

Queen's  CoUfwe  —  Annual  Report  of 
President  for  1902-3— Freeented,  Afi. 

£  63.88. 

Gambling 

Bourse,  and  Egrptian  CottOD^Conferenee 
on — PnblisQing  Report. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfonr. 
Feb.  11,  lOia 

Canadian  Legislation   oo  Pntare  and 
Option  Gambling  —  Omission  from 
Blae-book  on  Gambling — Reasim  of, 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour, 
Feb.  11,  1011. 

Legislation  on— Advisability  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Dongla^ 
Feb.  11, 1012,  1013. 

Qardens  and  Parks,  Boyal 

Knies  for,  presented,  Feb.  4,  306,  324. 

Gas  Light  and  Ooke  and  other  Gas  Oom- 
panies  Acts  Amendment  BUI 

c.  la.*  Feb.  4,  sn. 

Gateduad.  Bwrongh  of 

Parliamentary  Bye-election— New  Writ, 
Feb.  S,7i 
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Ga  eshead  County  Borough 

Charities  in— Return  relatiiig  to,  wdaad, 
Feb.  9,  716. 

Oanlt  Estate,  Tyrone 

Sale  crii— Order  made  in  189S,  Steps  taka 
to  cany  oat,  Positiou  of  the  Property, 
eto. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  W.   Russell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  IS,  1338: 

Gaya  Bay 

Naval  Station — Establishment  trf,  at. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;   A.  Mr.  A.  DongUs, 
Feb.  16,  J49A. 

Geologieal  SorveTB 

Ireland  —  Pnwreaa  made  ~  Tranaferriag 
Work  to  D^KUtiuflnt  of  Agricnlton 
— PubUshing  Maps  in  Annnal  Re- 
ports. 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Amm. 
Feb.  8,  &89,  59a 

Geology 

Africa,  East— Report  presented,  Feb.  !, 

54,93. 

Germany 

Beer  BreTing  Indnstir  ot  Bararia- Re- 
pent presented,  Fw.  t,  SS. 

Forestry,  Iratmction  in  —  Report  pn- 
sented,  FOk  8, 63. 

Indian  Railway  Contracts  given  to. 

Number  of  British  Firms  ccnnpeting— 
Un&vourable  Report  on  IndM 
Locomotives  made  in  Germany— 
Exolosion  of  Gorman  Contraetata 
from  future  Tenders. 
Qt.  Sir   T.   Dewar,    Sir  C. 

McLaren,  Sir  T.  Wright- 

son»  Mr.  Maoonoehie ;  A. 

Mr.  Biodriek,  Feb.  9,  m 

728. 

Tyres  and  Axles,  f or— Sperifieation  as 
to  Analysis  and  Breaking  Teat% 

etc. 

Qt.  Sir  C.  McLaren,  Sir  T. 
Dewar;  Am.  Mr.  Brod- 
riek,  Fib.  IS,  1S14,  131Sl 


Propel^  Convention,  IMS, 

Accession  to — Rial 


Germany 

Industrial 

apwt  presented,  Feb. 

«,  66,  92. 

Industrial  prosperity,  growth  of,  doe  to 
Bismarckiao  protet^onism,  alleged. 
Ot.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb.  11,  lOM;  Mr. 
Bryee,  1068. 

Miningand  Metallnr|!y— Beport  pwewtsJ, 

Fth.  S,  63. 

Quick-liringGuns,  Number  tH,  purekassd 
from. 

Q.  Mr.  Fraderiok  Wilaon  \A.Ux. 
Amold-Forster.  Ftb.  4,  XA. 

Tariff 

Articles  charged  with  Duty. 
Q.  Mr.  J   A.  Pease ;   A,  Mr.  & 

Digitized  Dy^'t5i5glC 
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Germany— '"OH*. 
Tariff— cotU. 

CanadUa  Goods,  Retaliatory  Dalies 
imposed  on — CJorreflpoadence 
presented,  F^.  S,  65,  90. 
Negotiatioiu,ProgreaB  of— Tabling 
PuMts. 

Q.  Mr.  Black;  A.  Earl  Percy, 

Feb,  8,  579. 
Oa.  SirG.  Parker,  Mr.  Emiuott, 
Feb.  8,  067. 

Russia,  Tariff  War  vith-Caom  and 
Effects  of. 

Os.  Lord  G.  HaniiltDn,  Feb.  9, 
798;  Mr.  Bryce,  Feb.  11, 
1077. 

Q.  Lord  G.  Uaiuilton ;  A. 
Earl  Percy,  Feb.  4,  328. 

Technical  Instruction  in — Reports  pre- 
sented, Feb.  S,  53. 

Trade  and  Commerce,  Reasons  for  Increase 
in. 

0.  Mr.  Emmott,  Feb.  8,  675 ;  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  798  ;  Mr.  Ritobie, 
Feb.  10,  872 ;  Sir  G.  Parker. 
958. 

Trade  Reports— I^eaeoted,  Feb.  S,  52. 
Wireless  Telesraphy  Conference  at  Berlin 

— Procte-Verbanx     and  Protocole 

presented,  Feb.  S,  60,  89. 

Zollverein,  InQnence  on  unity  and  con- 
solidation of  the  Empire, 

0.  Mr.  P.  Smith,  Feb.  11,  1127; 
Sir  E.  Vincent.  F^.  IS,  1212. 

OiblM.  Mr.  Albu 

Admiralty  Contract  aooepted  by  Finn  of 
Antonpr  Gibbs  and  S<niSt  Vacation  of 
Seat  in  Parliament— Letter  to  tbe 
Speaker,  FOt.  i,  74. 

Oibb8>  Mr-  Vicary 

Admiralty  Contract  accepted  by  Firm  of 
Antony  Gibbtt  and  Sons,  Vacation  of 
Seat  in  Z^uiiament— Letter  to  the 
Speaker,  Ft^.  g,  75. 

Oibnltar 

Barracks,  Sanitary  Condition  of— Officen>' 
Reporls  1900,  1901,  1902,  and  1903— 
Kemedyintf  Defects  noticed. 
Q.  Captain  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  16, 1487-1488. 

Transport  of  Stores  to,  Contracts  for. 
Q.  Master    of    Elibank ;     A.  Mr. 

Pretyman,  Feb.  4.  332. 
Q.  Mr.  Partington;^.  Mr.  Pretyman, 

Feb.  10,  842-843. 

CKUingham.Boioiii^  (rf 

Incorporution  Charter  presented,  Feb. 

68,  98. 

Olaimach  (Longford) 

Laud    Dispute— Pn^rased   Pnrehase  of 
Holding  Commusioners. 
Q.  Afr.    J.    P.    Farrell;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  8, 592. 

GlMtfOW 

University  of— Annual  Statistical  Report 
presented,  Feb.  S,  70,  106. 

vol*  CXXIX.     [FouRTo  Sbries]. 


Qlass  Industry 

Imports  and  Exports— Statistira  for  last 
nine  years. 
Oa.  Sir  G.  Parker,  F^.  11,  1044. 

Qleucar,  Kerry 

Road  Di^pate— Steps  to  be  tiUcen  r^;ard- 
injr 

Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
/•eft.  »,  727-728. 


Pilotage  Bye-law— Order  in  Council,  FA. 
-  "  ,  108. 


aionoMter,  Fort  of 

•tage 

Gold  Coast 

Annual  Report  (1902)  presented,  Feb.  S, 
54,9a 

Oomarsal  Gas  Bill 

e.  1  4,  3U. 

2  it.*/>&.if,  1299. 

OonTille  and  Oains  College,  Oambridge 

Statntes  made  by  Governing  Body,  pre- 
sented Feb.  i,  72,  102. 

Oordon.  Mi^or  W.  Enuu[Tower  Hamlets, 

Stepney] 

Companies  Act  of  1900 — Evasions  of — 
Proposed  Amendment,  Feb.  8,  586. 

War  Office  Re-or^nuisation — Interim  Re' 
port  of  Committee — Laying  on  Table 
nnd  Circalating  to  Membw>,  Feb.  4, 
331. 

Oont.  Bight  Bxai.  Sir  J.  E.  [Cunbridge 
University] 

Fiscal  I^foposals,  Feb.  11,  1046. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Native  Labour 
to,  from  British  Central  Africa — 
Tablii^  Papers,  F^.  4,  843. 

War    Debt,    ReJnction  of— Guarantee 

f'ven  by  former  Chaacellor  of  the 
xcheqner,  Feb  4,  346. 

doBport  Water  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t, 
183 

i.   iR.' Feb  S,  558. 

Oovan  Burgh  (Electricity)  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  Mouse  uf  Lords,  Feb.  10^ 
841. 

Oranard  Union  Workhonse 

Master  of— Removal  for  Neglect  of 
Duty- Question  of  Re-appointing  the 
old  Ma"*ter. 

Q.    Mr  J.  P.  FarreU ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4,  352-353. 

Gratuities 

Compa«sionate,  to  unestablisbed  Postmen 
discharged  through  ill-health — Mak- 
ing Provision  for. 
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Q.  Mr.  Scares  ;  A,.  Loj 
Feb.  9.  728.iigitizedDyV^ 
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Qreat  Oe&tral  Bailway  BiU 

e.  1£<F«6.  A  311-312. 

Great  Oontnd  and  Midland  Joint  Bail- 
ways  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  4,m. 

Gnat  Eastern  Bailway  Bill 

e.  iR.*  Feb.  4,  312. 

Great  Eastern  Bailway  (Steamboat)  Bill 

c.  Is.*  Feb.  4,  312. 

Great  Northern  Bailway  Bill 
«.  IB.*  Feb.  4,  312. 

Great  Northern  and  City  B^way  (Ex- 
tension of  Time)  Bill 

c  lE.'  Feb.  4,  312. 

Great  Western  Bailway  Bill 

Introdaction    of,  in  House  lof  Lords, 

Feb.  3,  183. 
I.  IK.*  Feb.  8, 

Great  Tamonth  Oorpoxation  Bill 

Introdaction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  FA.  £, 

183. 

/.  IR,*  Feb.  8,  557. 

"Grecian,"  S-S. 

Stranding  of — SnBpension  of  Ca^t. 
Harnson's  CertiBcate  1^  the  Canadian 
Government,  Questicm  of  Sepaymuit 
of  costs  of  appeal. 

'  Q.    Lord    Muakerry ;    A.  Lord 
WolvertoD,  Feb.  16,  1469. 

Greece 

Loan  of  1832-— Annual  Account  presented, 

Feb.  15,  12f>8.  1301. 
Trade  Report— presented,  Feb.  S,  53. 

Greme,  Mr.  H.  D-  [Shrewsbury] 

Coarte-Martial,  Number  of  oases  sub- 
mitted to  Jndge  Advocate-timeral's 
Department,  Number  of  casefi  quashed, 
tXcfeb.  75,1313. 

Greenwich 

Explosion  of  fulminate  composition  at 
Blenheim  Engineering  Factory — R-** 
port  presented,  Fett.  S,  65,  98. 

Greenwich  Hospital 

Capital  and  Income  Accounts,  presented, 
Feb.  15,  1258,  1301. 

Pensions,  supplementing,  from  Naval 
Funds— Order  in  Council  presented, 
feb.  S,  66,  104. 

Greenwich  Observatory 

Report— presented,  Fd>.  S,  470;  Feb  8, 
5S9. 

Grenada 

Annual  Report  (11»02)  presented,  54,  90. 

Land  Settlement — Report  pre- 
>\>h  a  on 
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1  Grey,  Earl 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  ChnuM  Labow 
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Carriacow 

t>enr<>d  Feb.  ?,  Sfl,  90. 


to,  Feb.  It,  1141,  1166. 

Grey,  Bt  Hon.  Sir.  E.  [Nortbamberiand, 

Berwick] 

Fiscal  Propoeala,  FA.  10, 883. 

Griillth.  Mr.  E.  J.  [Anglesey] 

Walsh  Counties,  gntqungof.  in  R^;:iBtnr- 
UenenJ'B  Ratunu— Takii 


publish 
separately. 


tin, 

ues  of  eaci 
TA.  8,  565. 


Iff  st«ps  to 


Gneetf  Mr.  X  a  [Plymouth] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  IS,  1410. 

Guiana,  British 

Annnal  Report  (19(^-3),  preamted,  SS,  90l 

Guiana.  Dutch 

Trade  B^Mt— Presented,  FA.  S,  32. 

Gniana,  French 

Trade  Reportr-  PreMnted^  FA.  2,  7A. 

Gninea,  French 

Trade  Report— Presented,  FA,  52. 

Gordon,  Sir  W.B  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chineae  LAboar 

to. 

Ordinance — Treatment  and   care  e 
Labourers  on  voyage — AiFangs. 

ments  as  to,  Feb.  IS,  1315. 

Wives  and  Families  of  Labooren 
arrangement  regarding,  FA.  8, 
57J. 

Gnns 

Pom-ponu,  British-made,  mpplied  to  Boerv 
— Number  and  Dates  of  Snpi^. 
Q.  Mr.  F.  Wilson;  A.  uTAnoU- 
Forster,  FA.  4,  335. 

(juick-firing— Nnmber  purchased  in  Ger- 
many— New  Pattern. 
Q.  Mr.  F.  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr.  AraoM- 
Forster,  FA.  4*  336. 

Haldane,  Bt  Hon.  B.  B.  [Haddingtonshirel 

Fiscal  Policy  of  the  Coontry,  FA.  8^  tB5. 

Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  Demand  for,  Ftb. 

3,  238,  247-251. 

King's  Speech— Addressin  Answer,  FA. !, 
238;  iV>.  8,m. 

Univmity  Edncation,  Ireland,  FA.  ^238. 
HaU-MarUng  of  Foreign  Plate  Bni 

e.  IR.*  FA.  S,  482. 

Halsbury,  Earl  ot—^^'Ord  ChanceUor 

Kinz's  Speech— Address  iu  Answer,  FA. !. 
49. 
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Hunilton.  Bt.  Hon-  Lord  G.  [Middlesex, 
Ealing] 

Employment— Nnmbers  employed  -  Per- 
centage to  PopnUtion  —  compiling 
Retaras  from  CenBiis  Tables,  1881, 
1891  and  1901,  proposed,  Feb.  4,  328. 

Fiscal  PropoBalf,  Feb.  9,  787. 

Preferential  Tarifib — Views  of  Indian 
Goveninient  —  TaUlng  Papers, 
Feb.  4,  829: 

King's  Speech— AddretB  in  Answer,  FeA.  tf, 

395  ;  Feb.  9,  787. 

Tariff  Wara  on  the  Continent,  Cansea  and 
Effects  of— Tabling  Papers,/>6. 4, 328. 

Kunpton-in-Arddu  Oas  Bill 

c.  IJL'  Feb.  4,  312. 
2b.*  Feb.  9,  711. 

Harbour  Does 

Payment  of,by  Vessels  of  tbe  United  States 
in  Zanzibar  —  CoDvention  presented, 

Feb.  IS,  1138,  1302. 

Harcourt,  Bt-  Eon-  Sir  W-  Q-  V.  [Mon- 
nionthsbire,  W.] 

King's  Speech— AddresH  in  Answer,  Feb.  g, 
147. 

Hardware  and  Outlery 

Imports  and  Exports — France  and  United 
Kingdom— Valae  of  Exports,  1849-53 


SESSION  1904.  [Ham— Hiff 
^«6.  2— 16. 

Hftfllam.  Sir  A.  S.  [Newoastie-nnder-Lyme] 


and  1899-1903. 
(I.   Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  A. 
Law.  Fdt.  5,  47&-478. 


Mr.  B. 


Hardy*  ISx-  L-  [Kent,  Ashford] 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb.  t, 
106. 

Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Gas  Bill 

Introdnction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  fVfr.  3, 
183. 

IB."  Feb.  8,m. 
2E.*  Feb.  IG,  14SS. 

Haimswortli,  lb.  B-  It-  [Caithnesssbire]. 
"  Veoerablfe"     H.M.S.     and  H.M.S. 
"  Kamillesi'*  Condition  of  gun  rights, 
Feb.  15,  1303. 

Harrison.  Oapt. 

Suspension  of  oertificate  in  Canada, 
Appeal  against — Repayment  of  costs 
by  the  Canadian  Government. 

Q.    Lord    Maskerry  ;    A.  Lord 
Wolverton,  Feb.  16,  1469. 

Harrogate  Waterworks  Tramroad  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t, 
183 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  8,  567. 
2r/  Feb.  IS,  1137. 

Harrow  Boad  and  Paddington  Tramways 
Bill 

e.    1R-,  Feb  4,  312. 
2b*  Feb.  15, 1299. 
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Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  15,  1370. 

Ha7»  Mr.  0.  O.  D.  [Shoreditcb.  Hoxton] 

Departmental  AdminiBtration— Committee 
of  Inqniry  — Date  of  Amminting — 
Number  of  Meetings  neU  etc 
Feb.  15,  1325,  1326. 

Telegraph  Service — Sanitary  condition  <»f 
Central  Offioe,  Feb.  IS,  1196. 


Hayden,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Roscommon,  &.] 

Covy,    Westmeath  —  Establishment 
Post  Offioe  at,  Feb.  4,  356. 


of 


Mnllingar  Rural  District  Council — Protest 
against  Landlords'  CumpensatioD 
awarded  under  Labourers  Acts — 
Nnmber  of  Years  Parohase  allowed — 
Kxperlonoe  of  Arbitrator,  Feb.  4,  350- 
351. 

Seed  Potatoes— SniipIyinK  to  Small 
Occupiers  in  Ireland— Resolutionu  of 
Caitferea  District  Council,  Feb.  4, 
364. 


Hayter,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  A.  D.  [Walsall] 

King's  Speech— Addresn  in  Answer,  Feb,  4. 
426. 

South  Airioan  War,  Preparations  for,  and 
Condnct  of  —  Obarges  against 
Ministers,  Feb.  4,  432. 

Hayti 

Trsde  Report— Presented,  FOt,  «,  02. 

Hemphill,  Bt.  Hon.  C  H-  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Militia  Training  Bounty — Refusal  of — 
Case  of  Patiick  Kerr.  F^.  6,  479l 

Newtoun  Stewart  PoBtmaster,  dismissal 
of— FillioK  Vaouiey.  AVd.  16,  1476- 
1477. 

Strabane  Qas  Works— Constmetion  of— 
Delay  in  graattng  loan  by  the 
Treasuiy,  Feb.  11,  1088-1099; 


Henderson,  Mr 

Castle.] 


[Durbam,  Barnard 
Fiscal  PropoM^s,  Feb.  Ig,  i2S7. 


Henetga.  Lord 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill  2b.,  Feb.  16, 1461. 

Hotford,  County  of 

Light  Railway  Construction — Order  pre> 
sented,  Ffb.  11,  962. 

Pdrliamentary  By-election  for  Mid  or  St. 
Alban's  Division— New  Writ,  F^.  S, 
71 ;  Feb.  S,  198  ;  New  Member  Sworn, 
Feb.  15, 1839.  - 

Highways 

Departmental  Commit 
Report  presente<l,  Fitb. 
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Historical  Hanuacrlpts 

Royal  ConimiBsioD  on. 

Iriali  FranciBcans. 

Q.  Sir  T.  EninoDde :  A.  Mr.  V. 
Cavcndbh,  Feb.  4,  3(9. 

Reports  presented,  Fub,     59.  82. 

Hobhouse,  Mr.  0-  E.  H-  [Bristol,  E.] 

South  African  War,  Preparations  for,  and 
Conduct  of — Charges  against  Minis- 
ters, Feb.  6,  514, 

Hobhouae,  Rt*  Hon-  H-  [Somenwteliire,  E.] 
Trade,  Memorandnm  on  British — Steps  to 
supplement  and  eomplete,        4,  347. 

Holland 

Finance— Report  presented.  Feb.  i,  62. 
Holland,  Sir  W-  H.  [York,  W.  R.,  Rotlier- 

ham] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  10,  926. 

Holmw,  Dr.  T. 

Limerick  female  prison,  Dismissal  from, 
Reasons  for,  QoeatioD  of  Compensa- 
tion allowance, 
y*.  Mr.  Joyce  5  At.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Feb.  IS,  1386. 

Holyrood  Park 

Copy  of  Rule  for,  presented,  Feb.  4, 824. 

Holywood  TramwayB  Bill 

fntrodiiction  of  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  2, 
183. 

lE.'  Feb.  8,  557. 
2r.'  Feb,  13,  1137. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  Statt—'Ri.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglaa. 

Under  Secretary —  lILr.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Cochrane. 

Permanent  Under-Secretary  of  State- 
Special  Pension— Treasnry  Minute 
presented,  Feb.  S,  70,  95. 

Htnne  Industries  Bill 

e.  IE.*  feft.  76,  ISOO. 

Home  Bnle  for  Ireland 

Demand  for,  by  the  Irish  Party. 
08.  Mr.  Power,  Feb.  S,  263;  Sir  R, 
Reid.  265  ;  Mr.  Sloan,  286  ;  Mr.  J. 
Devlin.  272  ;  Mr.  S.  MacNeiU,  274  ; 
Col.  Saunderson,  279;  Mr.  \V. 
Redmond,  288;  Mr.  J.  Redmond, 
Feb.  3,  199-203,  218-220;  Mr. 
Wyndhani.  222,  224  ;  Mr.  Haldane, 
238,  247-251  ;  Mr.  A.Taylor,  263. 

(iatefihead  Election  a  trinmph  for,  at'oged. 
O.  Mr.  Renwick,  Feb.  IS,  1233. 

Gladstone.  Mr.,  Bill  of  Refusal  to  disclose 

details  of  Policy. 
0.1  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Feb.  8,  652 

Graltan's  Parliament,  alleged  failure  of, 
O*  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  S,  228;  Mr 
Blake,   251  ;    Mr.   S.  MacNeill, 
275  i  Col.  Sannderm  n,  278. 
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Honfc-Kong 

Bubonic  Plague —Report  prewntei,  FA 
55.  90. 

Parcel  Post  to  United  States  — CoDvention 
presented,  Feb.  g,S&,9£. 

Hope,  ISl-  J-  F.  rSheffield,  Brightc^ide] 

Field  Guns.  New— Proportion  to  be  nuiie 
by  Private  Firms,  Feb.  S,  572. 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  If,  1105. 

Navy— Armour  plate  for  Battle^tbipa, 
delay  in  dUtrinution  of  orders  all^t^, 
Feb.  12,  1194. 

Unexpended  Balances  from  Vot«s — Total 
Amount!^  sitri'endered  to  the  Ex- 
cheqner  in  each  of  the  last  ten  yean 
Feb.  9,  716. 

I  Homsey,  Borough  of 

Incorpjratton  Charter  presented.  Feb.  !. 
61*.  98. 

House  of  Commons 

Me  Parliament. 

House  of  Lords 

see  Parliament 

Houses  of    L^ialatDre    in  Foron 
(Countries 

Official  Reports  of  Proceedingn-  Cor- 
refpondence  relating  to  Systems  Cor 
publishing,  present^  Feb.  2,  61,  9L 

House  Painters'  Trade 

Lead  poisoning— Vamber  of  Deaibs  hvis, 
in  1903 — Introducing  Levi«lation. 
Q.  Mr.  Coifhill;  A.  Mr.  A.  Dmv- 
las.  Feb.  16, 1495-1496. 

Howth 

Dogs  poisoned  at— proaacntinn  of  OSen- 

den. 

Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyodham, 
Feb.  IS,  1197. 

Huddersfield  Corporatioii    Act,  1908 
(Amendment)  BUI 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lor>*s,  Ftb.  f. 
183. 

/.     In*   Feb.  8,  557. 
211.*   Feb.  IS.  1137. 

Humber  Oommercial  Railway  and  Dock 
Bill 

c.   la*  Feb. 

Hunt.  Hr-  B-  [Shropshire,  Ludlow] 
Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  9, 747. 

Hutcheson's  Hospital  and  Hatelie«m*i 
Educational  Trust  (Substitnted  BUI 
KIL 

Introduction  of,  in  Howe  of  Lordss  Fp&.  i. 
183. 

/.    1».*   Feb.  8,  557. 

Salisbnry,  Late  Msrqn< 
Feb.  lepi^ized  by 
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nford  UrlMkn  District  Oonndl  Bill 

lotrodaction  of,  in  Hoube  of  LonU,  F^, 

g,  ISS. 
I.  IB.*  /Vft.  J5»  1257. 

Tmaal  Gunp 

CoDtraota  for  Provisiona  and  Forage  for— 
Emitloynient  of  Local  Tratlesmeu. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.   Mr.  B. 
l/averport,  Fth.  4,  358. 

Immigration 

see  Emigration  and  Inuuigraticm. 

Imperial  Institute 

Indian  Section,  Annoal  Report  (1902-3), 
presented,  Feb,  2,  56, 87. 

Imperialism 

Meaning  oi  the  term. 

0.   Lord  H.  CeeU,  Feb.  9,  836  j  Mr.  C. 
MoArthar,  Feb.  25,  1414. 

Imperial  Service  Order 

Officers  holding— Publishing  List  in  Army 
List — proposed. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A,   Mr.  Amold- 
Fonter,  Feb.  16,  1485. 

Import  Duties 

tes  CuBtoms  Duties. 

Imports 

tee  Exports  and  Imports,  aiidfor  particular 
Industries,  tee  Names  of  Industries. 

Income  Tax 

Increased  yield  of. 
Ot.   Mr.  P.  Pease,  FA.  S,  707 ;  Feb.  9, 
736. 

Ireland— Koman  Catholic  Cler^v,  Exemp- 
tion of,  from  Income  tax,  atleged. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chaniber- 
lain,  Feb.  16,  1301. 

Life  Assurance  Policiea — Allowing  Income 
Tax  Rebate  on  I'olicies  held  in  Uniteil 
Kingdom  —  Extending  Privilege  to 
Indian  and  Colonial  Companies. 
Q.    Mr.   Thornton ;   A.    Mr.  A. 

Chamberlain,  Feb.  15,  1324. 
Q.  Sirs.  Kinii;  ^.   Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, A  16,  1476. 

Permanent  instrument  of  national  revenue 
—Decision  of  the  electorate  in  1874. 
O.   Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.  8,  627. 

Scotland— Ten-days  Notices  for  Kecovery 
of  Income  Tax  in. 
Qt.  Mr.  McCrae ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  4, 324-325,  347. 


India 


5'A 


Secretary  of  SiaU^^t.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brodrick. 

Under  Secretary— Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

Administrative  Reforms— Separation  of 
Judicial  and  Execotive  Functions, 
Q.  Mr.  H.  RoberU;  ^.  Mr.  Brud 
rick.  Feb.  10^  846-847. 


India—  cont. 

Army—Officers. 

Cavalry. 

Chargers   for,  decision  re- 
garding. 

Q,   Sir  S.  King  ;  A. 
Mr.  Brodrick,  Fe  . 
70,844. 
Saddlery,  issue  of. 
Q.    SirC.  Rasch;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-For»ter,  Feb.  4, 
335. 

UnifomiB,  simpliiication  of,  sug- 
gested. 

Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,     Feb,  16, 
1478-1479. 
Combatant  Office ra  subjected  to 
command  of  another  of  in- 
ferior rank, — AppHoation  of 
Section  71  of  Act  to  India. 
Q.    Col.  Deory;  A.  Mr. 
Brodriak,  Feb.  15,  1309. 
Native  Regiments,  in,  Rank  other 
than  Military  held  by. 
Q.    Col.  Ueony;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  15, 1306. 
Staff  Corps  Officers  holding  Mili- 
tary rank,  taking  command 
according  to  rank. 

Q:   Col.  Denny;  A.  Mr. 
Brodridk./e6.  i5,1309. 
Cancer  cases— Recording,  separately,  in 
Dispensary  and  Hospital  Returns. 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;  A.    Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  11, 1013. 

Cotton. 

Equality  of  treatment  between  Lan- 
cashire cotton  goods  and  native 
industries. 
O.   Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  9, 
795. 

Manufactures  and  yam,  Imports  of — 
Comparison  oi  MUOuDt  supplied 
by  Great  Britain  and  Continental 
Countries,  etc. 
0.    Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb.  11,  1052. 
Raw  Material,  Exports  of,  to  Great 
Britain  and  Continental  Countries 
—Statistics. 
Oa.    Sir  J.  Gor^^t,  Feb.  21,  1050, 
1051. 

Import  Duties  on   Com   ajid  Grain — 
Amount  collected  while  Rx^' ration 
Charge  of  Is.  per  Quarter  was  in  Force. 
Q.    Capt.  Sinclair  ;    A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamlwrlain, /VA.  11,  1011. 
Imparts,  Indirect  into   Great  Britain, 
Complications  of. 
Os.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb.  11, 1050, 1061. 
IndebtednesH  to  Great  Britain,  Complica- 
tions arising  out  of. 
Os.    Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb.  11, 1050. 
Irrigation — Report  of  CommisHion  1901- 

1903,  presented,  Feb.  2, 62,  87. 
Life  Assurance  Companies — Allowing  In- 
come Tax  Rebate  on  Indian  Policies 
held  in  United  Kingdom. 

Q.  SurS.  King;.^.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
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Loans  raised  in  Englaiitl — Retnm  of,  pre- 
sented/'(ii.  2,  71,  102. 

Loam  raued  in  India — Uetuni  of,  pre- 
sented, Fdt.  S,  71, 102. 

Mail  Service — Delay  in  Delivery  of  News- 
papers and  Book  Matter — According 
Mjne  promptitude  as  is  bestowed  on 
the  American  Maik. 

Q.  Sir  S.  King  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  8,  568. 

Marines,  Royal  Indian— Position,  Pay, 
Promotion  etc— Officen*  Petition- 
Consideration  of. 
Q.    Sirs.  KiDg  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  IG,  1479-1480. 

Official  Secrets  Bill— lieply  to  Memorial 
against — ConfiDiDg     Provisions  to 
Naval  and  Militarj-  Secrets. 
Q.     Mr.  H.    Roberts  ;   A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  4,  336-337. 

Police  Service — Committee  Report— Date 
of  placing  before  Parliament — Nature 
of  Recommendations. 
Q.     Mr   H.  Roberts  ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodriok.  Feb,  16,  1489-149a 

Preferential  Tariffs— Views   of  Indian 

Government  on. 

Presented  Feb.  8,  559,  562. 
Q.   Lord    George    Hamilton ;  A. 
Mr.   Brodrick,  Feb.    4,  329. 

Preferential  treatment  for.  Attitude  to- 
wards. 

Ot.  Lord  O.  Hamilton,  Feb.  9,  794, 
795  i  Sir  C.  DUke,  Feb.  20, 
858  ;  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb.  11, 
1049. 

Railways— Administration  and  working  of 
—Report  presented,  jPfcft.  S,  87. 

Contracts. 

tiennan. 

Tyres  and  Axles,  for— Specifi- 
cations as  to  analysis  and 
breaking  tests,  etc 
Qa.  Sir  C.  McLaren, 
SirT.  Dewar;.,4s. 
Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  IS,  1314,  1315, 

Value  of  Order— English 
Firms  competing— Un- 
favourable Report  on 
German-made  Locoino> 
tivei— Exclusion  of  Ger- 
man Contractors  from 
Future  Tenders. 

Q$.    Sir  T.  Dewar,  Sir 

C.  McLaren,  SirT. 

Wrightson,  Mr. 

Maconochie ;  A. 

Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb. 

9,  722-723. 

Preference  to  Tenders  of  English 
over  Foreign  Makers  proposed. 
Q.   Sir  G  McLaren ;  A. 
Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  IS. 
1318-1314. 


India— conf. 

Review  of,  in  1902-1903  presented,  Feb.  S, 

67. 

Sanitary  Measures  -  Report  preaentad, 
JUS.     32, 87. 

Secretary  of  State,  Establisbment  of — ^Re- 
vised Appointments  and  Snlmrisn — 
Order  in  Council  uinoving,  preeonted, 
Fdt.     66^  104. 

Statistical  Abstract  from  189^1893  to 
19O1-190S  presented,  Feb.  $,  67- 

Tibet  tee  thai  title. 

Trade  with  Great  Britain. 

Epitome  presented  to  IVrliament. 
0.    Sir  J.  Gorst,  Feb.  11,  1052. 

Trade  with  British  Possessioiis  and 
Vonim  Countries— -TaUes  relatiBg  to, 
1898-«  to  1902-^  presented,  S, 

62,87. 

Transvaal    Labour    Draft  Ordinance — 
Assent    to    Clause  34 
conditions  of  the  Ordinanoe  to' 
Indianp. 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  11, 1020-1021. 

Uncovenanted  Services,  Retired  Memben 
of— Payment  of  CtunmutatiMi  AUov- 
ances  at  the  officially  fixed  RatA  liar 
the  Uupee. 
Q.  Sir  S.  King ;  A.  Mr.  Bkodiiek, 
Feb.  10,  846. 

IndttBtrial  UetiiodB 

Reform,  Necessity  for. 
Ot.  Mr.  Haldsne.  Feb.  8,  702 ;  Mr.  P. 
Pease.  FA.  9,  787  ;  Sir  H.  Vineestt, 
Feb'  10,  873 ;  Mr.  W.  Ridley,  985  ; 
Sir  G.  Parker,  968  ;  Mr.  Qwnlbi, 
Feb.  11,  1061 ;  Sir  J.  Brunner,  1113, 
1116. 

Industrial  Proper^  Oonventioii.  1883 

Aocesaions  to — Report  presented,  AA.  B, 

56,  92. 

ludnstrial  and  Froviitoit  Bocieti«8 

Chief  RM^rar*s  Report  for  1903,  pre- 
sented, Feb.  IS,  1258, 1302: 

Inebriate  Beformatories 

Adcworth,  Yorkshire— R^nlations  for  the 
Management  of,  presented,  FA.  A 
98. 

Diet  KegulatiiniB  for  ill-eonducted  or  idk 
uunates  presented,  FA,  f  ,  M,  99l 

IneluiatM  Acta  1879-1900 

Report  of  Inspector  for  190S  prsaanted, 

FA.  t,  60,  84. 

Insects,  Destmctive 

Revocation  of  Orders  of  Board  of  Agri- 
cttlturo  presented^/Vfi.  &  fljtt :  FA.  9, 
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Insurance  Companies,  Life 

Statements  of  AccoonU,  and  Life  and 
Annuity  basiness,  and  Abstracts  of 
Aetnarutl  Reports,  presented,  F^.  11, 
9M. 

Inaorance,  Life 

Income  Tax,  Exemption  of  Colonial  Insnr- 
uicea — Legislation  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.   Tbornton  ;  A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  IB,  1324. 

Intermediate  Education,  Ireland. 
<M  Kdncation— Ireland. 

International  Oomrright  Acts 

Denmark,  Acoession  of— Order  in  Council 
presented,  FA.  IS,  60, 108. 


SESSION  1904.  [Ins-^ 

m.  2— Feb.  16. 

Ireland — cont. 

Armagh,  Land  Purchase  in  —  Method  of. 

conducting  Negotiations. 

Q.    Mr.  J.   Campbell  ;   A.  Mr, 
Wyndham.  Feb.  IS,  1329,  1330, 

Army,  see  that  tUle. 

Assizee— Onler  for  holding  Winter,  pre- 
sented, F4b.  S,  67,  100. 
Asylums,  see  sitbheadbig  Lunatic 
Banking,  Railway  and  Shipping  Statistics 
— lleport  for  1903  presented,  FA.  9, 
57,  88. 

Bee-keeping  in  —Disease  of  Foul  Brood 
Legislative  Measure  proposed  to  stamp 
ont 

Qa.  Mr.  Boland ;  Ae.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  8,  695 ;  Feb.  11,  103a 

Belfast,  set  that  title. 


Ionian  Islands 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  S,  52. 

Ipswich  Dock  Commission  BiU 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  3, 
1S3. 

IR.*  Feb  8,  567. 
2a.»  Feb.  IS,  1137. 

Ireland 

Lord  Lietttenant—lSarl  of  Dudley. 

Cftte/  Secretary  —  VAgkt  Hon.  George 
Wyndham. 

Lord  C%a»cdl/or—Lord  AahhouiBe. 

Attomey-Gentral—Rt.  Haa.  J.  Atkinson. 

Administration  of. 

Amount  of  annual  saving,  Acoount 
kept  of,  etc. 

O.  Mr.  Ffrenoh;  A.   Mr.  A. 
ChamberUin,  Feb.  15,  1304. 

Mr.  J.  Redmond's  Attack  on,  Feb.  8, 
202. 

Os.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb  8,  220,  225, 
236  ;  Ur.  Power,  283. 

Agrarian  Outrages— Returns  presented, 
Feb.  S,  68,  88. 

Agricultural  Labourers  tee  that  title. 

Agriculture,  see  that  title. 

Agriculture  and  Techniea)  Instruction 
Department 

President— "Rt.  Hon.  G.  Wyndham. 
Vote,  Savings  effected  on. 
Q,  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  IS,  1196. 

"  Albert,"  the— Wreck  of,  impediog  the 
Fishing  Industry  oft  Cnrraeloe— Steps 
for  Removal  of. 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  4,  354. 

Arklow  Harbour,  Condition  of— Report  of 
Board  of  Works  Engineer,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Cogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  IS,  1331. 
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Blind,  Treatment  of  —  Le^^lation,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  Mr.  Nannetti ;  A.  Wyndham, 
FA.  IS,  1329. 

Bruflf,  Evening  School— Refusal  of  Grant 
on  account  of  want  of  qualification 
on  the  part  of  Teacher,  all«^ 
Q.  Mr.  Lundon;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  15,  1332,  1333. 

Buncrama  Sewerage  Scheme— Delay  in 
Proeednie  witi— Cause  of. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  IS,  1482. 

Byrne,  Sergeant,  of  Hookeen— Cowt  ol 
jbiqairy  into  Conduct  of— Dedsion — 
Laying  Copy  of  Evideuoe  on  the 
Table.  „ 
Q.  Mr.  Duffy;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham 
Feb.  16,  1481. 

CahiiciToen—Parish  Committee  Scheme— 
Cviseof  Delay  in  Operation  ot 
Q.  Bolaud  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
11,  1036. 

Cairiaeen- Police  protection  for  Peter 
Morrissey  at.  ' , 

Q.  Mr.  Duffy;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  16,  1498. 

CoUnm's  Estate— Parchase  of  Holdings  by 
Tenants—  Ejectment  Orders  served 
on  Tenants.  „^  , 

0.  Mr.  E.  Mitchell  iA.  Mr.  Wynd- 
.  ham,  Feb.  11, 1037. 

CommittalB— Return  from  Clerks  of  the 
Crown  and  Peace  for  1903  presented, 
Feb.  8,BMi  Feb.  11,  963. 

Connemara  Marine  Works  —  Delay  in 
commencing  —  Executing  without 
further  Delay. 

0.    Mr.    O'Malley  ;     A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  11,  1016.  ^ 
Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  tf^i  title. 

Coolegreaney  Estate,  County  Wexford— 
Settlement  of  -Progress  of  Negotia- 
tions. 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde  ,  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham Feb.  4,  353. 

Cork.  «e  «Aa<  GoOgI 
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Creanieries  —  Special  Ezceptiona  from 
FaotoriM  and  Workshops  Act— Copy 
of  Order  proMtnted,  FA.  S,  08,  96. 

Curracloe— FishiDg  IndaBtry  impeded  by 
Wreck  of  the  "  Albert " -Steps  for 
Removal  of. 
Q.  SirT.  Esmonde  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
bam,  Feb.  4,  354. 

Ccsack  Estate— Evicted  TenantH  excluded 
from  Return  by  large  Famierd  and 
Planters— Proposed  Purchase  of  the 
Estate  by  CommiHRionerH. 

Q.   Mr.  J.   P.   Farrell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndhani,  Feb.  8,  594-595. 

Deputy  Lieutenants — Returns  of  Descrip- 
tions of  qualifications  as  famished  to 
the  Chief  Secretary,  presented, 
Feb.  %  67,  100. 

Development  Grant  Fund,  Allocation  of. 
G«.  Mr.   O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.  Redmond; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndhani,  Feb.  15,  1334. 
Devolution  Fund  Grant,  Policy  of. 

08.  Mr.  J.  Kedmond,  Feb.  3,  215  :  Mr. 
Wyndhara.  227. 

Dispensary  Doctors— Difficultias  in  regard 
to  Appointment  of— Repeal  of  Section 
6  of  Local  Government  ^Ireland)  Act 
proposed. 
g.    Sir    T.    Esnionde ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  16,  1480. 
Bietrese  in  the  West  —  Distribution  of 
Seed  Potatoes  by  District  Conncils. 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Kelly ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  Sy  192. 

Drainage  Boards— Workioe  and  Manage- 
ment of — Power  of  Inquiry  into— 
Lodgiop  of  Coinplaints. 
Q.  Mr.    J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  728-729. 

Drainage  Loans— Extending  the  Period  of 
jRepayment. 

Q.   Mr.   J.  P.   Farrell ;   .i.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  728. 
Drogheda—Attack  on  Private  Kesidence— 
Action  taken  with  regard  to. 

Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  4,365.  ' 

Education,  see  that  title. 

Employment- Numbers  employed— Per- 
centage to  Population  —  Compiling 
Returns  from  Census  Tables,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  LordG.  Hamilton;  A.  Mr.  W. 
Long,  Feb.  4,  328. 

Ennwcorthy  Post  Office-Coal  Contracts 
for  —  Calling  for  Correspondence 
between  Messn..  Donolioe,  Ltd.  and 
Festal  Authorities. 

Q.    Sir  T.   Eamondej   A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb.  11,  1012. 

Evictions. 

Applicationsfrom  evicted  Tenants  for 
Restoration  to  Holdings  —  Pur- 
chase of  untenanted  Lands  in 
County  Longford. 
Q.  Sir.  J.  P.  Farrell  :  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4,  362. 


Ireland— (»>n<. 

Evictions — cant. 

Cool<^^ney  Estate^Bastormtion  of 

evicted  Tenants. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonds  ,  A.  Ur. 
Wyndham,  Feb  4,  353. 

Notices— Return  (tfipreeented,  FA  t, 

59,  88. 

Financial  relations  with  Great  Britain. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  J,SlS-215i 

Forestry  in,  Development  of — Qaestimi  ol 
Government  Assistance. 
Qf.  Sir  T.  Esmonde,  fiir.  Flynn ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham.  Feb.  4,  35i- 
354. 

Franciscans,  Irish — Steps  taken  by  His- 
torical MSS.  Communon  for  PnUka- 
tion  of  MSS.  of. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde  ;  A.  Mr.  T. 
Cavendish,  Fd>.  4,  349. 

Galbraith  Estate,  Longford,  Sale  of— 
Overtures  to  Estates  CommisdoDcn. 
Q.   Mr.  J.   I'.   Farrell ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Fd>.  IS,  1334. 

(ialway,  tee  that  tiUe. 

Ganlt  Estate,  Tyrone,  Sale  of— Older 
made  in  1892,  Steps  taken  to  cany 
ont,  Position  of  the  property,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  T.  W.   Russell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  FA.  15,  13S2. 

Geological  Surveys  —  PrcMress  made- 
Transferring  Work  to  Department  et 
.^riculture,    Ireland  —  PaUishuig 
Mjape  in  Annual  Reports. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Sir  W.  Anran. 
Feb.  8,  580-69a 

Glencar  Road  IMspnte— Steps  to  be  taken 

r^;ardiug. 

Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  WyudhaB, 

Feb.  9,  727-718. 

Granard  Union  Workbonse— Removal  of 
the  Master  for  N^lect  of  Duty— 
QttestiM  of  Re-iqiiNHntiiig  the  old 
Master. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FteieU;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4, 3SS-S63. 

Harbours— Providing  Dredger  in  comwe- 
tion  with. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A.  Mr.  WnidbUB, 
Feb  11, 1035 

Home  Rale,  see  that  title. 

Howth,  Dogs  peisoned  at— Proseoatkn  of 
Ofittiders. 

Q.  Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Mr.  WyndliBm, 

Feb.  It,  1197. 

Imaal  MUitaiy  Camp— Ccmtracts  for  For- 
age and  Provisions — Employnisit  o< 
Local  Tradesmen. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  B. 
Davenpwt.  Feb.  4,  3S8. 

Industries. 

Portion  of,  under  Fkw-tnde  and 
under  Protection. 
Qe.  Mr.  Lough.  Feb.  II,  llOS: 

^'^^^-^addrSBpSrw,  143s. 
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Inland— «oni. 

I&dDstries — cont. 

RM^ricttons  imposed  on,  by  the  Bri- 
tiah  ParliameDt,  alleged. 
0*.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  15, 
1422,  1423. 

Transit  Facilities,  Lack  of. 

0.  Mr.  J.  Redmond.  Feb.  15,  1425. 

Island  Co.  Mayo,  Grozinc  Farm  at. 

Diviidon  of,  to  emai^  Adjoining 
Holdinss. 
Q.   Mr.   J.   O'Donnell  ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  717-718. 
Right  of  Way  on— Preventing  Police 
interferenoe  before  Settlmient  by 
a  Courb  of  Law. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  778. 

Iveagh-Pirrie  Motor  Car  Service,  Infor 
mation  aa  to. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  CampbeU ;  A.  Mr.Wynd 
luun,  leb.  15,  1S30. 

Jndioal  Rents— Kednction  on  Second 
term  Rents — Hetnm  showing  actoal. 
and  percentage  of,  Reduction  in  each 
County. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  Rassell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  *'e6.  8,  569-571. 

Kerry  Harbour  and  Railway  Guarantees- 
Steps  taken  to  rdieve  ratepayers  of 

buraen. 

Qb.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell,  Mr.  FlaTin ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  15, 
ISSiS,  1329. 

KUkee,  Sanitation  of— Committee  Report 
— Setond  Inquiry. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,        Iff,  1497. 

KUruah  Co.  Clare— Claims  of,  ai  a  Port  of 
Call  for  Canadian  Mail  Service. 
Q.   Mr.  W.  Redmond;    A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Ftb.  8,  697. 

King-Harman  Estate — Sale  of,  to  the 
Estate  Commissioners — Claim  of  Mr. 
Armstrong. 

0.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr, 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  729. 

Kinvara  Harbour — Repairing  the  Pier. 
Q.  Mr.  Dufihr ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb. 
16,  1498. 

Knox  Estate— Negotiations  for  Purchase 
of,  to  enlarge  adjoining  Holdings. 
Q.    Mr.   J.   O'Donnell ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  717-718. 

Laboiirers*  Acts— cm  that  title. 

Labourers'  Cottagee— Return  relative  to. 
Ordered.  Feb.  5,  714. 
Q.    Mr.   0*Shanehne8sy ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,       4*  356. 

Land  Commisuon — see  that  title. 

Land  Purchase— «ee  thai  title. 

Laurence  Town  and  Killimer— Grass  Farm, 
Division  and  Sale  of— Objections  to 
proposed  Scheme. 
Q.  Mr.  Roche;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  IS,  1330^  1331. 
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Lateim,  Coonty  of— Parliamentary  Bye- 
election  (Northern  Divirion)— New 
Writ,  Ff*.  £,  74— New  Member  sworn, 

78. 

Lettir  (Kerry)— Erection  of  New  Sdiool 

Mr.  Roland;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  8,591. 
Ubrories— Number  of  Rural  District  Coun- 
cils availing  themselves  of  Act  of 
1902. 

g.  Mr.  Roland ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham. Feb.  15, 1306. 

Limerick— ws  that  title. 

Local  Govemmwit  Board  see  title  Local 
Government  Board,  Ireland. 

LondWJderry— Parliamentary  Bye-election 
—New  Writ,  Feb,  S,  74— New  Mem- 
ber iwom,  77. 

Longford,  see  that  title. 

Lunatics 
Aa^luma 

Ciommittees— Resolutions  of— car- 
rying into  efTect. 
Q.   Mr.   Field;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,   Feb.  11, 
lOfS-1016. 

Loftus — Rate  of  Interest— Reduo- 
ticn  contemplated. 

0.  Mr.  C.  Devlin  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,   Feb.  16, 
1497-1498. 
Refusal  of  Treasury  to  Pay  for 
Maintenance   of   Patients — 
issue  of  Contradictory  Circa- 
iare  refttiog  to— Present  state 
of  the  Law. 

a  Mr.  C.  Devlin  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  11, 
1035-1036. 

Scottish  system  of  Family  Care — 
Adoption  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Kartell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  11,  1037. 

Magutrates 

Appoinbnents  of — Cancelling  Appoint- 
ment for  Convictions  involving 
Fine  or  Imprisonment. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  8,  596 

Suspension  of  a  Ma^trate  for  signing 
Warrants  in  Irish  Characterr — 
Statute   forbidding— Repeal  of, 

'"^T^Mr.  T.  O'Donnell.  Mr. 
Boland ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  11, 1032-1033. 

Maynooth  Roman  Catholic  Oollcee— 
Terms  of  Petition  to  Irish  Parliament 
in  1795. 

0.  Ool.  Saundenon,  FOt.  3, 281. 

Meath,  County  of— Parliamentary  Bye- 
election  (South  Divisiop)— New  Writ, 
F^. »,  73— Nsi^tMflimbbc^wUrh^  m: 

[ami. 
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MiUtia— TntiniDK  Boanty  Tefoaed— Case 
of  Patrick  Kerr. 

Q.  Mr.  Hemphill ;  A.  Mr.  AmoM- 
ForBter,  Feb.  5,  479. 

Transfer  of  B^ments  to  EngUnd  "  to 
draw  the  teeth  of  possible  rebel- 
lion," alleged— Lord  Woleeley'a 
minnte  of  3  Nov.,  1897. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  McNMU;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,   Feb.  IS, 
1310. 

Mnlhogar  Rural  District  Council — Protest 
against  Amonnt  of  Landlords'  Com- 
pensation awarded  under  Labourers' 
Acts— Number  of  Years  Purchase  al- 
lowed— Experience  of  Arbitrator. 
Q.  Mr.  Harden  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  4,  350-361. 

Needham,  Patrick,  Gun  License  refused  to 
Reason  for  RefusaL 

Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  8,  571-572. 

Newtonn  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone — Dismiesal 
of  Postmaster — Filling  Appointment. 
Q.  Mr.  Hemphill ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  16,  1476-1477. 

Norses,  Trained  or  Qualified,  Institutions 
oompetent  to  ffrant  oerdficates. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  IS,  1807. 

Over-taxation  of 
Ot.  Mr,  J.  Redmond,  Fab,  3,  212. 

Owenmore  River  Floods— County  Sligo— 
Destruebion     caused  by — Draining 
Kiver  propoeed. 
Q.  Afr.  aOowd;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  8,  694. 

Pharmacy — Order  in  Cooncil  approving 
Regulation  of  PbarmaceDtioaJ  Society, 
Fd.  S,  67,  loa 

Police  tee  title  Constabulary,  Royal  Irish. 

Port  Offloe  see  Mo^  title. 

Prisons,  see  that  title. 
Railways,  see  that  title. 

Ratee— Dates  of  collection,  Alteration  in, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  :      Mr.  Wyndham, 

Feb.  IS,  1308. 

Rathdrum,  Number  of  land  oases  decided. 
Total  amonnt  of  hrst-term  rents,  etc, 
Q.  Mr.  Cogan ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhani, 
Fa.  ilTllOS. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — 
Report  for  1902  presented,  Feb.  S,  57, 
88. 

Road  Construction— County  and  District 
Councils  Surchaiged— Effiaet  on  Con- 
dition of  Roads— Repeal  of  existing 
Law  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  It,  1033. 

Roman  Catholic  Clergy,  Exemption  of, 
from  Income  Tax,  tAleged. 
q.  Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  15,  1304. 
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Ireland — cont. 

Sea  S1»h,erieB  [Non-eoogeeted  Distrieto]- 
Funti  accounts  presented,  Feft.  IS. 
12S8,  1301. 

Seed  Potetoes.  distribution  of,  to  SmaD 
Occupiers  —  Reeotutions    PB»ed  hj 
Castlerea  Rural  District  CounciL 
Q.   Mr.  Hayden;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  4,  354. 
Shellfish  Layings,  Contamination  by  Ser- 
age— Report  presented.  Feb.  S,  64, 
.  88. 

Smerwick  Fishing  Industry— Provision  et 
better  Accommodation. 
Q.    Mr.   T.    O'Donnell;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  11,  1032. 

Strabane— Construction  of  Gas  Worki— 
Delay  in  Granting  Loan  by  Treasafy. 
Q.    Mr.  Hemphill;    A.    Mr.  A 
Chamberlaui,  Feb.   11,  10»- 
1039. 

Summary  Proceedings,  Takinjij  of  reeagsi- 
sances  governors  of  pnsona — Rale 
presented,        11,  963. 

Suprane  Court  of  Judicatim. 

AoconntB  in  respect  of  Fnnds  of 
Sniton  witii  Statement  of  Lia- 
Ulities  and  Assets  orderod,  FA  S, 
191. 

Return  presented,  Feb.  4,  323. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act — Orden 
in  Council  giving  effect  to  Roles  ef 
Court  presented,  Fd>.  S,  66, 101. 

System  of  Government,  Change  in,  pro- 
posed. 

Oa.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  FO.  S,  199. 

Tailorft~AUow'mg  Irish  Tailors  to  teado' 
for  Government  Contracts. 
Qt.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Nannetti ;  A.  Mr. 
B.  Davenport,        9,  730. 

Tobacco  Growing  in — Encouragement  oL 
Q.    Mr.   W.   Redmond;  Z    Mr.  A 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  8,  680. 

Tourist  Routes — Coach  and  Steam  Services 
—Discontinuance  of  Subsidy  to. 
Qa.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  Joyoe ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  8,  591. 

Town  Tenants  —  Secariog  Reasonable 
Rents— Preventing  Loss  of  Improve- 
ments under  Terminable  Leapa. 
Q.  Mr.  Field        Mr.  Wyndhaii. 

Feb.  4,  355-356. 

Tralee,  Carriage  of  Mails  between  lameri^ 
and,  see  under  Poet  Office. 

Union  with  England,  Benefits  accnuv 
from,  allegeu. 

0».  Mr.  Wyndham,  /V6.  S,  227; 
Mr.  Haldanc^  251 ;  Mr.  & 
MaoNeiU,  276. 

Union  Workhouses. 

Amalgamation  of— Holding  Loed 
Inquiries 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde;  A.  Mr. 
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XraUnd— 

Union  WorUKrases— eon<. 

Inspectors  —  AppoiDtment  of  Mi. 
O'Connor,  QnaUGcabions,  Length 
of  tenure  of  position  ss  Auditor, 
etc 

Q.   Mr.  J.  OerUn;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndhun,  Feb.  15,  1333. 

North  Dnblin  Union— Supposed  denth 
of  an  Inmate— Holding  an  Inquii; 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  16, 1482. 

Univernty  Ednoation,  «ee  Edttoation— Ire- 
land. 

Valentia  Ferry,  Co.  Kerry— Impravenmite 

— Decision  as  to. 

Q.   Mr.  Boiand ;   A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb  11,  1035. 

Wicklow  Magistracy— Numbers  of  Protest- 
ants and  Roman  Catholics  appoioted 
since  1895- Total  Numbers  of  each, 
holding  present  appointments. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  O'Connor;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4,  352. 

Irish  Party  in  the  Hotue  of  Commons 

Position  and  Policy  of— Statement  by  Mr. 
J.  Redmond,  Feb.  3.  201,  202. 
Oa.    Mr.  Wyndham,  F^.  3,  2^ ; 
Mr.  S.  >nwNeiIl,  274. 

Irish  Tobicco  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  S,  486. 

Iron  and  Steel  Trade 

Bessemer  Process,  Value  of— Duration  of 
Bessemer  Steel  Rails,  etc 
0».   Sir  J.  Kitson,  Feb.  7,  806. 

Canadian  Bounty  System,  EfToot  of. 
Of.   Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  605,  606. 

Condition  of. 

Depression  in,  owing  to  dumping  and 
hostile  tariflb. 

0».    Mr.  Randalls,  Feb.  10, 881, 
882. 

German  Competition,  Effects  of. 
Os.   Mr.  B.  Law,  Feb.  9,  782 ;  Sir  J, 
Kitson,  806 ;  Sir  T.  Wrigbt«>n, 
837  ;  Mr.  Chaplin,  Feb.  11, 1060. 

Scotland — Report  on  progress  of  the 
Trade 

O.    Mr.  Lloyd-George^  F^.  10, 
9*9. 

Open-heartli  process,  Valae  of. 
Ot.    Sir  J.  Kitson,  Feb.  9,  805, 

Pig-iron,  Production  of — Statistics. 
OS.   Sir  J.  Kitson,  Feb.  9, 803, 804 ;  Mr. 
Chaplin,  Feb.  11,  lOSO. 

Value  of^Inaecnrate  statements  as  to. 
0.    Mr.  H.  P.  Pease,  Feb.  8, 704 ;  Sir  J. 
KitMD,  Feb.  9,  801  803. 

Wages,  Advance  in,  daring  the  last  fwty 
years, 

0».   Sir  J.  Kitson.  feb  802. 
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Island,  Go.  Ifsyo 

Graang  Farm  at. 

Division   bf,  to  enlarge  adjoining 
Holdings. 
Q.  Sx.  3.  O'DomwU  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9, 717-718. 

R^t  of  Way  on— Prevmting  Pcdioe 
Interference  before  Settlement  by 
a  Court  (rf  Law. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  O'Donnell;  ^.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9, 718. 

"Isle  of  Lewis" 

Stranding  of  —  Cireumstanoes  attending. 
Investigation  into,  etc 
Q.     Lord  Muskerry;    A.  Lord 
Wolverton,  Feb.  16,  1469,  1470. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Railways  Bill 

Introdnotion  ol,  in  Honse  of  Lords,  Fdt.  t, 
183. 

I.  IH.*  Feb.  8,  9S8. 
Italy 

Arbitration — Agreement  with  Great  Britain, 
presented,  FeA.  16,  1454,  1474. 

South — Annual  Trade  Report  presented, 
Feb.  8,  669. 

Tariff  War  with  France,  Causes  and  Effects 
of. 

Os.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  9,  797 ; 

Mr.  Ritchie.  Feb.  10,  870}  Mr. 

Bryce,  Feb.  11,  1077. 
Q,   Lord  G.  Hamilton;   A.  Earl 

Feioy,  Feb.  4,  828. 

Trade  Report*— Presented,  Feb.  2,  02, 
53. 

Jam  and  Pickle  Trade 

Number  of  Persons  employed  in  1891  and 
1901— Statistics. 
O.    Mr.  Churchill,  Feb.  10,  918. 

Jamaica 

France,  Commercial  Relali<ms  with —  Con* 
vention  presented,  Feb.  j?,  56, 92. 

Jameson  Bald 

Influenee  of.  in  encouraging  the  Boers  to 
deolue  War. 
Oa.    Sir  H.  Campbell-Baanennan, 
f  ,  492,  498. 

Report  of  the  Intellkrance  Department  on. 
0.   Mr.  Robson.  Feb.  ^,  3^ 

Ji^an 

Deserters  from  Vessels — Application  of 
Section  238  of  Merchant  Snipping  Act^ 
1894,  to — Order  in  Council,  presented, 
Feb.  £,  66,  103. 

Leases  held  in  Perpetuity — Protocol  relat- 
ing to,  presented,  Feb.  j?,  56,  92. 

Russia,  Relations  with,  see  title  Rosso* 
Japanese  Crisis. 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Fa>.  ffii. 

War  with  Bassiaa  see  fttfs  BnMo-Jwaa«e 
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Jenualem 

British  Consnlabe  at — Arraogementfi  as  to 
delivery  of  Mail  to  Biituh  residents. 
Q,    Mr.  Yoxall;  A.  Earl  Peroy, 

Fe6. 13,  nm. 
Johannesbiirg  Oold  Minefl 

Coiiviet  Labourers  for— tiffer  from  Trans- 
vaal Goveninieut— Total  Number  of 
Convicts  employed. 
Q.   Mr.  WHiley;  A:  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Feb.  9,  723. 

Native  Labourers,  Treatment,  Wages  and 
Mortality. 
Vs.    liarl  of  Portsmouth,  Fd>.  11, 
969. 992 ;  Duke  of  Marlboroogfa, 
003;  EailUrey,  1U9. 

Jdhnstontt.  Mr.  J.  H.  [Sussex,  Horaham] 

Crowe  Agents  Offices— Hours  and  Pay  of 
Women  Clerka,  Feb.  8,  673. 

House  of  Commons,  plana  of — Sale  of,  to 
Members,  F^.  15,  1305. 

Taxes,  surveyors  of,  establishment  of 
Chief  Clerka  for,  Feb.  15,  1304. 

Jones,  Mi.  D.  B-  [Swansea  Distriot]. 

Korea— Mining  Interests  of  British  and 
American  Companies  in — Slew  taken 
to  i^teot,       15,  1322. 

Jonrnal  of  the  Howe  ctf  Oomnunu 

SesBiunal  Order,  F^.  «,  81. 

Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords 

Committee,  Appointment,  F^.  S,  51. 

Joyce,  Ur.  M.  [Limeriok] 

Coaoh  and  Steamer  Serviues  in  the  West 
of  Ireland— Diacontimuuce  of  Sabsidr. 
feb.  8,  501. 

Limerick. 

Military  Disturbances— Claim  for 
Damage  against  the  Corporation 
—Levying  Compensation  on  the 
Property  of  O^mters—Proposed 
Amendment  of  Local  tioverument 
Act,  Feb.  11,  1034. 

Prison  for  females,  Dismiesal  of  Dr.  J- 
Holmes,  Reasons  for,  Compensa- 
tion  Allowance,  etc.,  F^.  15, 
1S3& 

Judicial:  Bents,  Ireland 

Reduction  on  Second-term  Rente— Return 
showing  actual,  and  Percentage  of 
Reduction  in  each  County. 
Q.   Mr.  T.  W.  Russell;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  fed.  5,  fitt9-671. 

Jodicial  Statistics 

Sco6j«id-Report  pnwnted,  FA.  3,  60. 

60 


"Kambira,"  S.S. 

McCully,  Mr.,  Chief  Officar,  ChugM 
against,  see  UtU  McCully. 

Kennaway,  Bt  Hon-  Sir  J.  H-  (Devon- 
shire, Honiton.) 

King's  Speech— Atldresa  in  Answer,  l\h. 
3,  298. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  P.  J.  [W^t^tmeatb,  N.] 

Cookery  Instruction  in  Irish  ^atiuMj 
Seliools  —  Eltniiuatiun  from  I'lv- 
gramme  after  providing  Appliaoee*— 
Providing  for  continued  Instmctioe. 
Ftb.  n,  1013-1014. 

Kerr,  Patrick 

MiliUa  Bounty  refused  to, 
Q.   Mr.   Uempbill;  A.    Mr.  Amuld- 
Forster,  Ftb  479. 

Kerry 

Railway  and  Harbour  lioaraolees— 

taken  to  lelieve  latepayers  uf  buitlen. 
Qt.    Mr.  T.  O'Doimeil,  ilr.  Ma*in ; 
As.    Mr.  Wyndhaiu,  F*b.  iJ, 
1328,  13;£0. 

Ketterins  Improveiuent  Bill 

c.  iR.«i«6.  4, 313. 
2k.*  Feb.  10, 841. 

Kilbride,  Mr.  D.  [Kildare,  S.J 

Whiflkey — InLliscrimiuate  Labelling  uf,  u 
Irish  or  Scotch,  according  to  Keeda  of 
Costomer,  alleged,  Feb.  J5,  13^ 

Kilkee 

Sanitation  of — Couuuittee  Report— Seeood 
Inquiry. 

Q.   Mr.  W.   Rednumd;  J.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  16, 1497. 

Killiawr,  Galway 

Uraaa  Farm,  Division  and  Sale  of— ^Hijec- 
tions  to  proposed  itcheme. 
Q.   Mr.  Roche;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15, 1330,  1331. 

Kilmarnock  Corporation  Order  Ckmfir 
mation  Bill 

c    Ordered,  Feb.  0,  711. 
IR.'  Feb.  9,11-2. 

Kimberl«y 

De  Beers  Mines. 

Native  Labourers,  UVeatment,  W«gas 
and  Mortality. 

Os.  £arl  of  Portsmuutb,  Fr^ 
11,  969,  992;  Duke  at 
Marlborough,  9u3 ;  Eaii 
Urey,  1149. 

Payment  of  ji;30,000  from  War  Co«- 
pensation  Vote. 
Q.    Mr.  Whitley ;  A.   Mr.  R 
Davenport.  Feb.  9,  lit 
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King,  Mr.  I 

Belfast  Poftt  Office— Promotion  to  rank  of  | 
Clerk,  and  retention  of  plaoe  on  Iwt  of 
officerB  selected  to  perform  derk-in- 
chnrge  work. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan  ;  A,   Lord  Stanley, 
Feh.  13,  1195. 

King.  Sir-  H.  8.  [Hnll,  Central] 

Indian  and  Anstralian  Mails — Delay  in 
Delivery  of  Newspapers  and  Book 
Matter— According  the  same  Promp- 
titude as  is  bestowed  on  the  American 
Mails,  Feb  8,  568. 

Indian  and  Colonial  Life  Assnrances— 
Allowing  Income  Tax  Rebate  on 
Policies  held  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
Feb.  16,  1476. 

Indian  Army. 

Cavalry  Regiments — Chatters  for— 
Decision  regarding,  Feb.  10,  844. 

OfBcers'  Uniforms— Simplification  of, 
suggested,  Feb.  16,  1478,  1479. 

■  Marine*,  lU^al  Indian— Poeltion,  Pay, 
Promotion,  etc. — Consideration  of 
Officers'  Petition,  Fdt.  16,  1479. 

Uncovenanted  Services,  Indian— Payment 
of  Commatation  Allowancee  to  lietired 
Members  at  the  officially  fixed  Rate 
for  the  Rnpee,  FO.  10,  84S. 

King's  College  Hospital  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb. 
183. 

I.  lR.«Fc4.  5,657. 

King's  Speech  <m  the  Opening  of  Birlia- 
ment 
Address  in  Aoiver. 
Amendments. 

For  details  of  Debate  on  Amend- 
ments, see  Snbjecte  of  Amend- 
ment's. 

Commercial  Treaty  Rights,  Main- 
tenance and  Extension  and 
Re-organiaation  of  the  Con- 
sular Service  [Mr.  J.  Walton] 
Feh.  8,  600. 

Fiscal  Policy  of  the  Country  [Mr. 
J.  Morley]  Feb.  8,  623  ;  Feb. 
9,  735  ;  Feb.  10,  ;  Feb.  11, 
1040;  Feb.  IS,  1109  ;  Feb.  15, 
1340. 

South  African  War,  Preparations 
for,  and  Oondaot  of — Charges 
against  Ministers  [Mr.  Rob- 
son]  Feb.  4,  375  ;  Feb.  6, 489. 

Transvaal,  Imimrtation  of  Chinese 
Labonr  to  [Mr.  H.  Samuel] 

Feb.  16,  1501. 

Debates,  Feb.  S,  6,  106,  148 ;  Feb.  3, 
190,  270  ;  Fe6.  4,  361,  432  ;  Feh. 
6,  488  ;  Feb.  8,  609 ;  Feb.  9,  735  ; 
Feb.  ;0,854;  Feb.  11,  1040;  Feb. 
J*.  1199;  Feh.  1340;  Frh.  16, 
1601. 
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King's  Speech— «m(. 

Address  in  Answer — eoni. 

Menage  from  the  King,  Feb.  15,  1250. 

MoUon  [Earl  Fitzwilllam]  Feb.  S,  6— 
Seconder  [Lord  Hyltoa]  13. 

Motion  [Mr.  Hardy]  Feb.  8,  106— 
Seconder  [Mr.  Flummer]  1 13. 

Proceedings  to  have  precedence  of  all 
other  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Motion  [Mr.  Akers  Donglas]  Feb. 
9,  735. 

Twelve  o'clock  Rule,  Suspension  of. 

Motion  [Mr.  Akers  Douglas]  Feb. 
16,  1340. 

Omissions  from. 
Os.  Earl  Spencer,  Feb.  S,  20 ;  Marquess 
of  Lanadowne,  44  ;  Mr.  Hardy,  113  ; 
Sir  H.  Campbelt-Bannerman,  125 ; 
Mr.  J.  Ellis,  168. 

Text  of,  Feh.  S,  1-5. 

King-Harman  Estate 

Sale  of,  to  the  Estate  Commissioners — 
Claim  of  Mr.  Armstrong. 

Q.    Mr.   J.   P.   Farrell  [  A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  729. 

Kinvara  Harbour 

Tr  of  Pier. 
Mr.  Duffy   A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb. 
16,  1498. 

Kirkl^  in-Ashfleld  Urban  Distoict  Chu 
BiU 

e.  iB.  Feb.  4,  313. 
2b.*  Feb.  9,  711. 

Kirkcaldy 

Polioe  Cells  appointed  a  Le^l  Prison  for 
detention  of  untried  Prisoners — Rule 
Presented,  Feb.  S,  71,  L05. 

Kitson,  Sir  X  [Yorkshire  W.  R  Colne  Valley] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  9,  801. 

Iron  and  Steel  Trade,  Condition  of,  Feb.  9, 
801-806. 

King's  Speech — Address  in  Answer,  Feb. 

9,  801. 

Knowles.  Sir  L-  [Salford,  w.] 

Welsh  Smokeless  Coal— Total  Area— SuD- 
ply  for  Naval  Purposes  —  Securtnc 
Supply  for  Future  Years  —  Totiu 
Foreign  Export  for  1903,  Feb.  8,  681- 
582. 

Korea 

Mining  Interests  of  British  and  American 
Cmnpanies  in,  Steps  taken  to  protect. 
Q.  Ut.  B.  Jones  ;  A.  Earl  Percy 

Feb.  15,  1322. 

Labonchere,  Hr.  H.  [Northampton]. 

Chinese  Labonr  in  the  Chincha  Islands- 
Guano  Trade  forbidden  by  British 
Government — Tabling  Papon,  Feb.  4, 
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Labonehere,  Mr.  H.  -~«ont. 

King's  Sueeoh— Address  in  Answnr 
Fib.  t,  143  ;  Feb.  16,  1596. 

MerchoDdiM  Marks  Act  disrMarded  in 
Publication  of  Pearson'i  Cbristmas 
Extra— TakiDg  action  againit  the 
PablUbers.  Fa>.  4, 348, 340. 

Transvaal 

Chinese  lAbour,  ImportatiMi  of,jre&  16, 
IBM. 

Loan— Laying  Offieal  Dooaments  on 
the  T^Ue.  Feb.  ^  342. 

Labour 

Artiiaast  Time  when  efflcdenoy  eame  to  an 
end 

0.  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Feb.  10,  003. 

Chinese  Labour  Queetion,  see  Transvaal — 
Chinese  Laboar. 

Condition  of  -Trades  Unions  the  oause  of 
decline  in  taade,  alleged 
Ot.  Sir  J.  Bninner. 11,  1114 
Mr.  Bell,  1136. 

Depresdon   in   Trade    throughout  the 
Country— neoesiity  for  Lei^ation. 
08.  Sir  H.  Vincent.  Feb.  t,  196 

Employment  Statistics 
0.  Mr.  T.  F.  Hope,  Feb.  2/,  1108. 

Factories  and  Workshops,  eee  that  title. 

Ireland 

Acts  of  Pdrliament,   Operation  of 
existing  —  Issuing    Reports  of 
Local  (TOvemmeDt  InHpectors. 
Q.  Mr.  K.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4,  331. 

Scarcity  of  eraptoyment  lareelv  due  to 
tightness  in  the  Money  Market 
O.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  10,  869 ;  Sir 
E.  Grey,  883 

Sheffield,  depressed  state  of  the  Market. 
0.  Sir  H.  Vmcent, /"cA  25,1348. 

Transvaal  Labour  Qaestion,  see  title 
Transvaal. 

Unemployed,  see  that  title. 

Labourers'  Acta,  Ireland- 
Operation  of— Issuing  Reports  of  Local 
Government  Inspectors, 
Q.  Mr.  K.  O-fcien,  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  4, 831- 
Q.  Mr.  Sheehan,  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  11,  1087. 

Lalnurers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

.  Betum  relative  to, 

Ordered,  Feb.  9.  714. 
Q.    Mr.    O'Shaughnesay,  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  S,  594 

Ladysmith 

Military  Map  of   North  —  Continning 
Southwards. 
Q.  Lieut-Col.   Tufnell,   A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Feb,  11, 1016> 
1017. 
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Lagos 

Annual  Repmt  (1902)  prafleatvd,  FA.  i, 

54,90. 

Lamb«rt»  lb.  O.  [Denndiir^  Somtb  Bfdt«: 

Law  Officers  of  the  Cbvwn,  Salaries  ud 
Fees  for  1903,  Feb.  4, 329. 

Lambton,  Hon  F-  W-  [Dorbam,  S.  E.] 
Fiscal  Froposais,  FA.  It,  1937. 

Lancashire 

North — Parliamentary  Bye-ftleciion  for 
Chorley  Division— New  Writ,  Frb.  i, 
74 ;  New  Member  Sworn,  77. 

School  training  and  early  emptoymcnt  of 
Children— Report  presented,  Feb.  2, 

60,  89. 

South-East. 

Pariiamentary  Bye-election  for  West- 
booghton  IHvisitm — New  Writ, 
FA.  S,  74 ;  New  Member  swon, 

77. 

Tianflaririre  and    Torkshim  Bafiwaj 
(Varions  Fowers)  Bill 

(!.  IE.*  FA.  4,  313. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Bail  w  (Steaa 

Vessels)  BUI 

c.  \R.*  Feb.  4,  313. 

Lancashire  Blectric  Fower  Bill 

Introdnetioa  of,  in  Honse  oi  Ltwda,  F!A.  S, 

183. 

I.  llL' Feb.  8,  55S. 
2r.'  Feb.  16,  1433. 

Lancaster,  Dachy  of 

Ohaneellor—nt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.  Walraod. 

Land  Act,  Ireland 

AiLOiidment  of— Clause  to  bring  tenaaU 
of  Agricultural  Farms  holding  graatt 
in  perpetuity  within  the  scope  of  the 

Act. 

Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  1308. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Commissioner,  Legkl 
status  of. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  Rasaell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, FA.  IS,  1328. 

Land  Oommission,  Ireland 

Bankrupt  Estates,  Arrangement  for  pwr- 
ohaseof. 

Q.    Mr.  T.  W.  Rassell;    A.  Ur. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  1329. 

Cusack  Estate— Evicted  Tenants  ezcladsil 
from  Return  by  Large  Farmers  mI 
Planters— proposed  Porohawof  Estate 
by  Commissioners. 
Q.    Mr.   J.   P.   Farrell;   A.  Hr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  8,  fi»4-fi95. 

Glannagh  Land  Dispute — Proposed  Par- 
chase  of  Holding  by  Communoners. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Afc*^^  i 
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TiMiil  OonunisBirat  IiolAnd — cont. 

Jadicul  BentB—Kedaotion  on  Second- 
term  Rente— Retnrn  Bhowiog  actual, 
and  Percentage  of  Redaction  in  each 
Connty. 

g.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell:   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  F€b,S,  569-571. 

King-Harnian  Estate,  Sale  of— Claim  of 
Mr.  Armstrong. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
luun,  ilEft.  9,  729. 

Longford,  Date  of  bolding  sittings. 
Qs.  Mr.  J  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  11, 1036 ;  Feb.  15, 1333. 

Mullingar  Rural  District  Council— Protest 
against  Amount  of  Landlord's  Com> 
peasation  awaxdeil — Number  of  Years 
Purchase — Experience  of  Arbitrator. 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  4,  350-351. 

Proceedings — Return  presented,  Feb.  B, 
52,  87  ;  Feb.  15,  1258, 1301  ;  Feb.  16, 
1474. 

Rathdrum,  Number   of   cases  dtcided, 
Total  amount  of  firet-term  rents,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Cwau;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Fdt.  Ig,  1198. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887 

Eviction  Notices — Retoms  presented, 
Feb.  g,  69,  88. 

Laud  Purchase,  Ireland 

Act  of  1903,  Working  of. 

Advances  under,  IMfficulties  in  flota- 
tion of  Loan,  etc. 
Of.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  3, 231 
232. 

Failure  in,  alleged. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  3,  216; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  22j},  229;  Mr. 
Haldane,    251 ;     Mr.   T.  W. 
Russell,  257. 

Ulster,  Refusal  of  LaQdlord<(  to  sell. 
0.  Mr.  T.  W.  Rusaell,  Feb.  3,  258- 
261 ;  Col.  Saunderson,  283. 

Wyndham,  Mr.,  Statement  and  de- 
fence by,  Feb.  3,  228-233. 

Advances  under  Acts  of  1885  and  1888— 
Number  of  applications  rejected  for 
iusuflicienoy  in  security,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  P.  A.  McHugh  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  rj,  1193. 

Arme^ — Method  of  conducting  negotia- 
Uons. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  CanipbeU  ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  1329,  1330. 

Average  number  of  years  purchase  agreed 
on  by  occupiers  who  have  Imged 
agreements. 

Q,    Mr.  P.  A.  McHugh  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  IS,  1197. 

Bankmpt  Estates,  Arrangementu  for  pur- 
chase of. 

Q,    Mr.  T.  W.  Ruwell ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15, 1328. 
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Land  Purchase.  Ireland— 

Collum'a  Estate— Ejectment  notiees  served 
on  Tenants. 
Q.   Mr.  E.  Mitchell ;    A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feft.  It,  1037. 

Compulsory  Purchase,  Conferring  powers 
on  Conjestad  Districts  Boud,  pro- 
posed. 

'g/Mr.  J.  0.  Kelly  ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham.  Feb.  S,  193. 

Coolegreaney  Batate,  County  Wexford— 
SetUemeat  of— Prc^reM  of  N^otia- 

tions. 

U.    Sir  T.  Esmonde ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4,  353. 

Evicted      Tenants— Applications  for 
Rtttoration  to  Holdings— Purchase  of 
untenanted  lands  in  County  Longford. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU  ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  F«6.  4,  352. 

Future  Tenants— Power  of  purobasini;. 
Q.   Mr.  O'Dowd  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Feb.  8,m-m- 

Galbraith  Estate,  Longford— Overtucee  to 
Estates  ConuuisidonerB. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  p.  Farrell  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  1384. 

Ganlt  Estate,  Tyrone,   Sale  of— Steps 
taken  to  cany  out  Order  of  ISW, 
Position  of  the  property,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  T.  W.  Rnsaelt   ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  1332. 

Investmeots  of  Trust  Funds— Misappre- 
hension of  Irish  Landowners'  Conven- 
tion—Supplying Information. 

Q.    Captain  Donelan  ;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb  4,  351  352. 

Laurence  town    and  Killimer,  Qalway — 
Division  and  Sale  of  grass  farm,  pro- 
posed scheme  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Roche  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  15,  1S30-I331. 

Price  agreed  upon  by  the  3,070  Purehasers 
of  Holdings — Statisg  in   Terms  of 
Years  Purchase. 
Q.   Mr.  P.  A.  McHugh  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham.    Feb.  9,  717. 

Public  Trustee — Name — Salary — Previoos 
Employment — Official  Addrees. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  Rossell     ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  8,  592.  * 

Land  Question  Ireland 

Grazing  Farm  at  Island,  Co.  Ma\o — 
DivLBLon   of,   to    enlarge  adjoining 
holdings, 
Q.    Mr.    J.  O'Donnel  ;   A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  717-718. 

Policy  of  the  Government. 
Os.   Mr.  J.  Redmond.  Feb.  S,  21S  :  Mr. 
Wyndham,  223. 

Land  Values  (Assessment  and  Ratine) 
Bill 

c.  IB.*  480. 

Lands  Valuation  (Scotland)  HU  i 

c.  U*  Feb.  16,  i3.^i'i^BdbyV^OOgie 
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Lansdowne,  Maxqneu  ot-^-Heerttary  of 

State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Ohairnsanship  uf  Committees -Temporary 
resigoatiuD  of  Earl  uf  Morley  ami 
appointment  of  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigb, /Vi.  U39. 

Fiscal  Policy-  State  and  Prospects  of 
Trade  —  Adjournment  of  Lord 
Weniysa'  Motion  for  Commission  of 
Inquiry,  Feb.  4,  307. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Aniwer,  Feb.  S, 
37.  43. 

Leadership  of  the  Hoose    of    Lords — 
His'orical  counection  with. 
Os.  Earl  Spencer,  Feb.  -2,  20. 

McCulty,  Mr.,  Cliai^es  against— Detention 
in  an  Argentine  Gaol  without  trial, 
Action  of  the  British  Consnlt  etc,  ^th, 
15,  1298. 

Macedonian  Crisis— Reform  Proposals, 
Policy  of  the  British  Government,  etc., 
Feb.  15,  1282,  1293. 

Russo-Japanese  War — Wei-hai-Wei  used 
by  the  Japanese  as  a  base  for  Naval 
operations,  alleged,  Feb.  1-2,  1139; 
Feb.  15,  1269. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labour 
to,  Feb.  IS,  no. 

Lastingham  and  Eosed&le 

Light  Kailway  (Extension  of  Time)— 
Order  picBented,  Fdt.  f ,  63,  8S. 

Law.  Mr-  A>  'B.—Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  [Glasgow,  Blaekf  riara] 

Exports — France  and  Great  Britain— 
Statistics  for  18(9-53  and  1899-1903, 
Feb.  6, 477-478. 

Fiscal  Propoaats,  FtA,  9,  879;  Feb.  10, 
871. 

Imports— Articles  charged  with  Duty  in 
Great  Britain,  l'.S.A.aiidContinaitaJ 
Coontrits,  Feb.  5,  477. 

King'fc  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb. 
9,  769. 

Lav,  Mr  H.  A.  [Donegal  W.] 

King's  .Speech — Address  in  Answer,  F$b.  S, 
*       299;  Feb.  4,  361. 

Macedonian  Crisis— Adrianople  Vilayet, 
ReoHons  for  omission  from  Scheme  of 
Reform,  FtA.  3,  300  ;  Feb.  4,  361. 

Law  Oonita  London 

CongcMtion    of     Business— Rearranging 
Circuits  with  a  View  to  Ibitaio  the 
Services   of   Additional   Judg  s  in 
London— Practicabilii  y  of. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Dewar  A.  Sir  R.  Finlav 
Feb.  8,  567. 

Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 

Salaries  and  Fees. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert,  A.  Mr.  V.  Cavendish, 
Feb,  4,  320. 
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Laorenoe  Town,  Oalway 

Grass  Farm,  Division  and  Sale  of — 01^- 
titms  to  pioposed  Scheme. 

Q.  Mr.  Roche,  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaa, 

Feb.  15,  1330,  1331. 

Le  Power  and  Coronghmora  Baiony 

Petition  of  Edmond  de  la  Pom-  for  inveili- 
satioo  of  pedinee  and  right  «f 
Socoeseion  toUw  Baiony,  F«b.  i/,  961. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Deaths  from,  in  IWi,  in  Potun-, 
House  Painting  and  Plumbing  IVus 
respectively. 
Q.   Mr.    Cot^U;    A.    Mr.  A 
DongkH,7e&.  16.  1495-14961 

Leaseholds  BnfraneUMBwiEt  BUI 

c.  IR.*  Ft^.  5,483. 

Lee,  Mr.  Arthnr  [Hampshire,  Fatehun.] 

Roeyth  Naval  Base— Erection  of  DweUisf? 
for  Offioen  and  Workpeople.  FA.  K, 

1489. 

Leeds  Oorporation  (Oonsolidationl  BUI 

e.  IB.*  Feb.  4,  314. 
2H.*  Feb.  9,  711. 

Leeds  Oorporation  (Waterworks)  Bailwar 

Bill 

Introduction  of,   in    Home    oi  Lords, 

Feb.  3,  183. 
/.  IH.*  Feb.  8,  657. 
2R."  Feb.  13,  1137. 

Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire  BlactEiB 
Power  BUI 
InbvduQtion  (tf,  In  Honae  of  Lords,  Feb.  i, 
183. 

I.  IB.*  Feb.  8,  55S. 

Leitrim.  Oonnty  of 

IWliamentary  Bye-elecUon  for  Northen 
Division— New  Writ,  Feb      74 ; 
Member  sworn,  78. 

Leng,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Navy  Contracts  —  Posting  Names  ef 
Soceessful  Tenderers  —  Reason  for 
Discontinuance  of  Praeiiee,  Fth.  $. 

721. 

Rosytb  Naval  Baae — Erection  of  DwelUng" 
for  Utfioers  and  Workpeople,  FA.  16, 
1489. 

Tay  Fisheries— IMspate  between  Drift  aad 
Ba^-net  Fillers— Report  to  Vubm 
Board— Pnblioation  of,  Feb.  S,  SBO. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Laboar 

to— Correspondence  from  seU-gonra- 
iog  Colonies  shoeing  Objeotwns  to- 
Presenting,  Feb.  10,  847. 

(JnderKToand  Telegraphio  Cables  to  tkt 
North  uf  England  and  SeoUand— Ft«- 
gress  (rf  the  vrork,  FA.  9,  727. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Social  Condition  of— to  be  tak« 
with  regard  to. 
ti.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  6.  Uoinv, 

9le 
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Lewlsluuu,  Borooffh  of 

Parliamentary  Bye-election — New  Writ, 
Feb.  *,  74 ;  New  Member  sworn,  78. 

Lerton  Urban  Distoict  Oonncil  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  4,  314. 
2R.'  Feb.  9,  711. 

Libraries 

Ireland— Rural  District  Councils,  number 
availing  themselves  of  Act  of  1902. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Feb.  15, 1306. 

LicenBing  Laws  (Liquor) 

Amendment  of— Legislative  proposals  of 
tlie  Session.  Feb.  S,  4. 

Oa.  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  2,  12  j 
Earl  Spencer,  28  ;  Mr.  Hardy, 
110. 

Dttty— Amount  paid  1902-1903— Ketom 
ordered,  Feb.  6,  472. 

Number  of  Persons  licensed  as  Brewers 
for  Sale— Retam  ordered,  Feb.  5, 472. 

Renewal  of,  refusal  to  grant. 
Q.  Mr.  Corbett;  A.  Mr.  Akers-Dong- 
las,  Feb.  16,  1475. 

Scotland— Order  onder  Seotion  109  pre- 
sented, Feb.  S,  71, 105. 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Act,  1903 

Tables  relating  to,  presented,  Feb.  S,  68. 
91. 

Liquor  Tzaffic 

Beer  —tee  thai  ttUe. 
Drunkenness- «ee  that  title. 
Whisky— »e«  thai  title. 

LiqnorTrafflc  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  Bill 
e.  IB.*  Feb.  6,  485. 

LianoT  Trafllc  Local  Veto  (Wales)  BUI 

c  IB.*  Ftb.  16,  1501. 

Lidifleld,  Earl  of 

Railway  Rates  on  i/SHk  and  Agricnltaral 
Produce,  Feb.  iff,  1463. 

Lift  AsBurance  Oompanies 

Accounts  and  Abstracts  of  Actnarial  Re- 
ports for  1903— Copy  presented,  F^. 

8,  562  ;  Feb.  11,  964. 

Income  Tax  Rebate  on  Policies — Indian 
and  Colonial  Companies — Extending 
privalese  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Thornton ;  .4.  Mr.  A.  (Hiam- 

berlain,  Feb.  IS,  1324. 
Q.  Sir  S.  King  ;  A.  lUr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, F^.  IG,  1476. 

Light  Does 

'  Payment  of,  bv  VesseU  of  the  United  States 
in  Zanzibar  -  Convention  presented, 
Feb.  It,  1138. 

U^tBailwaTB 

Orders  presented,  Feb.  S,  62-63,  84-86; 
Feb.  S.  471  s  Feb.  11,  962. 
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Lighthooses 

General  Fund— Account  presented  1902-3, 
Feb.  g,  101  i  Fa.  4,906. 

Limerick 

MmIs  between  Tralee  and,  see  Post  Office- 
Ireland. 

Military  Dutnrbaaces  in—Claims  for 
Damages  against  the  Corporation — 
Proposed  Amendment  of  Local 
Oovemment  Act  to  enable  Compen- 
sation to  be  levied  on  looperty  of 
offenders. 

Q.  Mr.  Joyce  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  11,  1034. 

Prison  for  females — Bismisfal  of  Dr.  J. 
Holmes,  Reatsons  for — Compensation 
allowance,  proposed. 
Qa.  Mr.  Joyce;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  IS,  1335. 

Lime-washing 

Factory    and  Workshop'   Act— Spedal 
Exceptions  —Copy  of  Order  presented, 
#.  68, 97.  f 

Lincolnshire   and   Yorkshire  Electric 
Power  Bill 

c.  I  R*  Feb.  4,  314. 

Linseed  Oil 

Trade  in,  with  the  Continent. 
O.  Sir  J.  Gjrst,  Feb.  II,  1051. 

Littlestone-on-Sea  and  District  Water 
Bill 

&  1  B.  •  Feb.  4,  314. 
2  R.*  Feb.  9,711. 

Liverpool 

Crime— Statistics  for  1890,  1899,  1903. 
Q.  Mr.  Corbett ;   A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Feb.  IS,  1192. 

Drunkenness — Statistics  for  1890,  1899, 
1903 

Q.  Mr.     Corbett  ;     A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  It,  1192. 

Idveipool  and  London  and  Olobe  In- 
snranee  Company  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t. 

183. 

I.  IB  •  Feb.  8,  658. 

Liverpool  and  Wigan  Churches  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  FA.  t, 

183. 

I.  lE  •  Feb.  8,  557 

Llandudno  and  Oolwyn  Bay 

Light  Railway  (Deviation  and  Amend- 
ment)— Order  presented,  Feb.  tf  tA, 
84. 

Llanelly  Harbour  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  S, 
188. 

A  IB  *  Feb.  8,  SSn. 

Iilo7d*Oeorce.  Mr.  D.  [CamarTop  Borouohs.] 
Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  10,  9^00Qle 
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Loading-Port  Clause 

Board  of  Trade  Circalar,   Tenns  of— 
Oi-inion  of  the  Law  Offioere  of  the 
Crown,  etc. 
0».  Lord  Ma8ksrry,^«6.  IS,  1006  ; 
LordWolverton,  1007. 

Loans 

Greek  Loan  of  1832— Annual  Accoont  pre- 
sented, Feb.  15, 1258,  1301. 

Imperial  Ottoman  Guaranteed  Loan  of 
186S— Arcount  presented,  Feb.  fl»» 
04. 

India,  see  that  tme. 
Tranaraal. 

Date  of  issue  of— Agreements  as  to 
underwriting. 

0.  Mr.  Lougli  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  4,  826. 
06Bcial  Documente— Laying  on  the 
TaUe. 

Q.  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton.  Feb.  4,  342. 

Local    Antliorities     [QoalUtcation  of 
Women]  Bill 
I.  IR.'  Feb.  U,  964. 

Local  AnthoritieB  (Taxation  and  Pnichase 
of  Land)  BUI 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  5,  486. 

Local  Oovenunent  (Ireland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  5,  482. 

Local  Ooramment  Board 

PMwirfwK-Mr.  Walter  H.  Long. 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Mr.  J.  Grant 
Lawson. 

Committee  of  Inquiry  on  Dudes,  Pay  and 
Organisaticoi. 

Date   of  appointment,   number  of 
Meetings  held,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  C.  Hay ;  As.  Mr.  A. 
Chaniberlam,  Feb.  IS,  1325, 
1326. 

Beportof— Dale  of  presenting— Cause 
of  Delay. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr. 
A.  Chamberliun,  iVb.  8, 

Local  Oovemment  Board,  Inland 

Administration  of.   

0.   Mr.  J.  Kedmond,  Fe&.  «,217;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  2Sa 
Anditors,  Standard  of  qnalifications,  etc. 
for  appointments, 

O.   Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell   ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  II,  1038. 

Shellfish  layings  and  Sewage  Contamina- 
tion—Report presented,  Feb,  64, 
88. 

Local  Taxation 

Reform  of— Legislative  proposals  of  the 

Session. 

Oa.  Earl  Spencer,  Feb.  3,  28  j  Mr. 
Hardy,  in. 
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Local  Taxation  Bill 

c.  In.*  Feb.  5.484. 

Lombardy 

Trade  Reptnt— Presented,  Feb.   S,  & 

London 

Accidents,  street,  in 

Covered  Vans,  fri  m. 

Number    of     AccidentB— Xu- 
ber  of  Fatal  Accidentfl- 
Q.  Sir  T.  Dewar;  A.  Mr. 
A.   Douglas,  Ftb.  5, 
724> 

R^pilations  as  to  coostrocCion  of 
Vans. 

Q.  SirT.  Dewar;  A.  Mr. 
A.  Donghtt,  Fib.  i. 
474. 

Factories  in— Betom  showing  nnmter  in 
each  DUtrict,  I860,  1870,  1880, 1890, 
and  19U0,  and  indicaUng  Nature  ol 
Industries  in  each  year  — gnating  oF. 
proposed. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Dewar  ;  A.  Ur.i\. 
Douglas,  Feb.  9,  715. 

Port  of — Intention  to  proceed  with  ffiU. 
Qt.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  Sir  ¥.  D.  Hartknd: 
A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Feb.8,sm. 

Telephone  System  —  Progress  made  - 
Money  provided  and  expended. 
Q.  SirT.  Dewar;  A.  Lord  Staale;. 
Feb.  S,  687. 

Tn».e  Railways— Inspection  by  Boari  flf 
Trade  — Precautions  agaUiBt  Bab 
from  Fire. 
Q.  SirT.  Dewarj  A.  Mr.G.BilMi, 
Feb.  8,  586-087. 

tiibl«.  Mr.  Alhan,  Acceptance  of  Adnir 
alty  Contract— Issue  of  Kew  Wm 
ptoposed. 

Motion.  tSir  A.  Acland-Hoodl, 
Feb.  2,  75;  Fdt.  S,  1«- 
Amendment.  (Mr.  S.  Mm- 
NeiU),  Feb.  S,  195. 

Procedure— Precedents  of  Btf« 
Rot  hbchUd.  and  Sir  8.  Wittr 
low. 

Os.  Mr.  MacNeill  !  Mr. 
Speaker,  FO.  S,  'a; 
Mr.  MacNeill.  Mi 
195 ;  Mr.  Aker»-Dong 
las,  196. 

Letters   from   Messrs.    Albu  ^ 
Vioary  Gibbe  to  the  Spiste. 

FOt.  t,  74,  75. 

Parliamentary  Bye-Election— New 
her  Sworn,  Feb.  9,  733. 

London,  Camberwdl  and  Dnlvidi  ln»' 
ways  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  4*  315. 

London,  Chatham  and  Dover  BaiiwtT^ 

Introduction   of,  in   House  of 

fe6.*.183.  rr^^^\^ 
I.  iR."  iJ^^t5«jOOgle 


Vol  129.] 


SESSION  1904. 
Feb.  2— 16. 


[Lon— Lor 


London  Oonn^  Oonncil  (Goneial  Powos) 
Bill 

c.  IH.*  feh.  4,  315. 
2b.*  Feb.  9,  711. 

London  and  India  Docks  Company  Bill 

c  IR.*  leb.  4,  314. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  4,  31S. 

London  Port  and  Docb  Bill 

c.  iK.*  Feb.  4,  316. 

London^Klbnry  and  Southend  Bailway 

t.  IJL*  Feb.  ^.315. 
2R.*  Feb.  16,  1472. 

London  and  Olobe  Finance  Corporation 

Wright,  Whittaker,  Prosecntion. 

Attomey-GeneraVs  Responnibility  for 
not  setting  the  Public  Frose- 
cQtor  ill  motion. 

SUUement  (Sir  R.  FinUy),  F^. 
158-167. 

Coats  to  be  boroe  by  the  Treasury. 
0.  Sir  R  Fmlay,  Feb.  161. 

Inclonon  of  casta   of  private 
persona. 
Q».  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Kussell ;  As.  Mr.  A.  Dong- 
las,  Feb.  16,  1335,  1336. 

Fraud,  Law  relating  to,  Amendment 
proposed. 
Os.    Mr.  Pftulton.  Feb.  S,  158 ; 
Sir  VL  Finlay.  162. 

Uistory  of  the  case. 
0.  Sir  R  Finbiy,  Feb.  S,  161, 162. 

Legislation  to  deal  with  similar  oaaeB — 
Delay  in  introduction  of  Bill. 
Q.    Mr.   MacNeiU;    A.   Mr.  A. 
DoaglaB,  Feb.  IS,  133S. 

Londonderry 

Parliamentary  Bye-election,  New  Writ, 
Feb.  S,  74;  New  Member  sworn,  77. 

Long,  Eight  Hon-  W-  H-  -President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  [Bristol,  S.] 

Agricultural  Rating  Act — Expiration  of — 
Extension  of  Term,  /'eft.  16,  1485. 

Beer — DeleterioDS  Sabetances  in  Manufac- 
ture of-  -Fixing  Standutl  of  Purity, 
Feb.  4,  827. 

Borough  Councils,  Indebtedness  of — Date 
oi  presenting  Return  of,  Feb.  8,  565. 

Employment — Numbers  employed— Per- 
centage to  Population — compiling 
Returns  from  Cenaus  Tables  1881, 
1891,  and  1901,  propoeed,  Feb.  4,  328. 

Fiacal  Proposals,  Feb.  9,  763 ;  Feb.  /0, 897, 
900. 

King's  Speech— Addreu  in  Answer,  Fib.  9, 
763  J  Feb.  10,  897. 

Paupars— Removal  from  Eoglaiid  to  Soot- 
land,  Allowing  Scotch  Right  of 
Appeal  from,  Feb.  10,  844. 
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Long,  Eight  Hon.  W-  ll.—coja. 

Sanitary  Inspectors'  Certificates — Number 
of  applicants  and  number  of  ceruli- 
cates  granted,  1890-1903,  F^.  15, 
1806. 

Valuation -Proposed  Amendment  ol  Law 
as  to — Awessmect  of  Worlcmui's 
Cottages,  Feb.  5,  476. 

Welsh  Counties, groupingof,  in BM^rar- 
Generat's  Keturns— Takiog  ^eps  to 
publish  Figures  of  each  County  separ- 
ately, Feb.  8,  565. 

Longford 

Crimes  Act  Prosecution — Claim  of  £5  from 
County  Council  for  Extra  Police  Force 
— Proposed  Abandonment  of. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  8,  692-593. 

Galbraith  Estate,  Sale  of — Overtures  to 
Estates  Commissionera. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15, 1884. 

Land  ComTnission  Sittings,  Date  of  hold- 
ing. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  At.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Fe6.  11,  1036;  Feb. 
15,  1533. 

Untenanted    liands,    Purchase  by 
Estate  Commissioners. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU.    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4,  352. 

Post  OfBce. 

Auxiliary  Postmen — Appointment  on 
Staff  of  Town  Letter  Carriers  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU ;  A.  Mr. 
V.  Cavendish,  Feb.  11, 
1039. 

Horse  haulage,  Supplying,  for  Mails 
and  Farcebi. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Lonl 
Stanley,  Feb.  4,  356. 

Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland 
Mr.  C.  Scott  Diekaon. 

Lord  Chancellor 

Earl  of  RaUbwry. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 

Lord  Ashbourne, 

Lord  Chief  Justice 

Lord  Alveraton*. 

Lord  Great  Chamberlain 

Marqueu  of  Cholmondeley. 

iMd  Jnstice-General  of  Scotland 

Lord  Kinross. 

limed  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

Fori  ofDttdley. 

Lord  President  of  the  Privy  Oonncil 

Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

Lord  Privy  Seal  ^  . 
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Lomifio  Kaiqaes 

Trade  Report  presented,  Feb.  2,  52. 

LotUans  Electric  Power  BiU 

Introdaction  of,  in  Bonse  of  Lords,  Fdt.  10, 
841. 

/.  lE.*  Feb.  15-,  1257. 

Louffh,  Mr.  T-  [IsItDgton,  W.] 

Brussels  Sugar  ConventioD  —  Treating 
Sugared  Goods  on  a  Different  Basis 
to  Sugar— Government  Interference 
on  Behalf  of  English  MaQofacttmn, 

Feb.  8,  585-686. 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  11,  1094. 

Telephone  in  the  House  of  Commons — 
Removing  Charge  for  M.  P.'s  Use  of, 
leb.  8,  588. 

Tibet  Mission— whereabouts  of,  Feb.  4, 
339.  *  *• 

Transvaal. 

Chinese  Labour,  Introduction  of— 
Consulting  Wishes  of  the  Popula- 
tioD,  Feb.  4,  341. 

Loan — I>ate  of  Ipbuo  of— Agreements 
as  to  underwriting,  Feb.  4,  325. 

West  Indies— Relief  Grants  to  Sugar  Pro- 
ducers-Distribution and  Principle  o£ 
Allotment— Granting  Return  showing 
Names  of  Firms  and  Portions  allotted 

Feb.  8,  578. 

Lowtiier,  Bt.  Hon  J.  [Kent.  Thanet] 

Peers'  Interference  at  Elections,  Fefr.  <,  79. 

Locas,  Mr.  B.  J.  [Portsmoath] 

"Centurion,"  H. M.S. —Commissioning  of, 
with  defective  Gun  Sights,  Feb.  9,  721. 

Dockyard  Trades— Receiving  Deputations 
from,  Feb.  8,  564. 

War  Office  Reorganisation — Officers  dis- 

?en3od  with,  under  tlie  new  scheme— 
'revision  for,  Feb.  lb',  U!J6. 

Lndlow 

Parliamentary  Bye-election- New  Writ, 
Feb.  S,  74 ;  New  Member  sworn,  78. 

Lunacy 

Whiskey— Increase  in  Lunacy  due  to  con- 
sumption of  Immature  Whiskey- 
Bwnlattons  as  to  Sale  of. 

^'  ^«Veas"' ;    ^-   Mr.  A. 

Uhamberlain,  F^.  IS,  1326. 

Lunatics 

Asylums,  Irish 

Committees— Resolntiona  of— oarrv- 
ing,  into  effect. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham 
Feb.  11^  lOlfi-1016. 
Loans—High  Rat«  of  Interest  charged 
—Reduction  contemplated, 
Q.  Mr.   C.   Devlin;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham.  Feb.  16,  1497- 
  i4yii. 
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IiUnatics— eonf. 

AaylaniB,  Irish— cmtf. 

Refaaal  uf  Treasniy  to  pay  for  MaiB> 
tenance   of   Patients— lastie  of 
Contradictory  Circulars  relating 
to— Present  State  of  the  Law. 
Q.   Mr.   C.   Devlin  ;  A.  Mr, 
Wyndham,  Feb.  11,  1035- 
1036. 

Scottish  System,  Adoption  of,  in  Ireland 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU;.  A.  Ml 
Wyndham,  /"eft.  11,  1037. 

Visitors  of 

Expenses  of— Report  presented,  FA. 
66,  105. 

Number  of  Visits  made— Number  of 
Patient*  seen— Report  preeeDted 
Feb.  f ,  66,  106 ;  FA.  8,  594  ;  Feb. 
9,  710. 

Lundon.  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.] 

Braff,  Kvening  School— Refusal  of  Grant 
to,  on  account  of  want  of  qaalificatioa 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  aUesed, 
Feb.  IS,  1332.  ^ 

Lyth&m  Improvement  Bill 

c.   1R.»  Feb.  4,  315. 
2r.»  Feb.  9,  711. 

Lyttelton,  Mr.  A.— Secretary  ofStaU for  tie 
Colonies  [Warwick  and  L^mington] 

Afnctt,  South— Expeniliture  under  Loan 
Act,  Feb.  10,  845-846. 

Agents-General  for  the  Colonies — Partid- 
Mtion  in  Political  Demonst ration 

Feb.  4,  333. 

Australia,  Immigration  to. 

Act  of  1901 — Correspondence  betweoi 
Imperial  and  Astralian  Govern- 
ments regarding,  Feb.  9,  72a 

Imprisonment  and  Deportation  of 
British  Workmen  landing  under  a 
Contract  of  Labour— Safeguarding 
British  Interesto,  Feb.  11,  1025. 

Canada,  InuuiCTiints  into.  1902-8— Statis- 
tics as  to  Number  and  NationaUties. 
Feb.  8,  573-574. 

Columbia,  British— Labour  Legation. 
1902 — Disallowances  of,  Feb.  15,1  19 

Congo  Free  State-AtrocitieB,  allesed— 
Measures  taken  by  British  Gwem- 

ment,  Feb.  5,  480. 

Crown  AgenU  Offices— Hours  and  Par  of 

Women  Clerks,  Feb.  8, 573. 
Fiscal  Proposals,*  Jift.  11, 1083. 

Johannesburg  Gold  Mines— Offw  of  Con- 
vict Labourers  from  Transvaal  Goven- 
ment  — Total  number  of  Convicts 
employed,  FA.  9,  723. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer.  FA 

11,  1088 ;  Feb.  16,  1533.  * 
Malta. 

Condition  of— Tablii 

Sigitized  by 


Feb.  4, 


[cORt. 
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I^tMton,  Hr.  A.— 
Malta— conl. 

Elections  to  Council. 

Advisability  of  change  in  Consti- 
tution to  give  more  effective 
popular  Representation,  Feb. 
8,  o78. 

Bin  to  amend  Law  relating  to — 

l^irlng  Text  of,  on  the  Table 
Publishing  Correspondence 
relating  to  the  New  General 
Election,  Feb.  11, 1026-1027. 

Milner,  Lord,  Despatches  of — Unauthor- 
ised Private  Circulation  of,  to  Mem' 
bers,  before  Publication  of  Blue-book 
—Making  Inquiry,  Feb.  16,  1484. 

Sudbury  (Ontario)  Nickel  Mines — Future 
control  of,  FO.  4,  326. 

TransTaaL 

Censorship  of  Private  Correspondence 
in,  Feb.  9,  719 ;  Feb.  16, 1484. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of,  Fdt, 
16, 1633. 

British  Workmen— Dismisntl  of, 
from  Rand  Mines  for  Refusal 

to  sign  Petition  Favour  of, 
Feb.  16,  1493. 

Chinese  Grovemment — Views  on 
Regulfttions  with  regard  to — 
Deferring  Approval  of  the 
House  until  Receipt  of,  Feb. 
11,  1024. 

Conveyance  of  Rights  over  un- 

Eirted  Labourers  to  another 
icensed  Person,  Feb.  10,  849  ; 
Feb.  11,  1021-1022. 

Labour  Commission,  Circulating 
Evidence  before,  Feb.  9,  730. 

Legislative  Council,  Report  of 
Proceedings,  Feb.  IS,  1199. 

Number  to  be  imported,  term  of 
years,  etc., /'eft.  if,  1198. 

Ordinance  permitting. 

Amendments  to,  F^.  IS,  1199. 
Circulating  reconstructed 
Ordinance  among  Mem- 
bers, Feb.  16,  1491. 

Reasons    for,  Feb.  11, 
1023-1024 ;    Feb.  16, 
1318  ;  Feb.  16,  1493. 
Telegram  containing,  coat 
of,  Feb.  16,  1494. 

Clause  32 — Sections  of  Acta 
referred  to  In — ^placing  in 
the  Library,  /ed.  10, 840. 

Conditions — ^Appointment  of 
Inspector  to  see  that  Con- 
tract is  carried  out,  Feb. 
15, 1318. 

Debate  on — Deferring  till  the 
House  is  in  Possession  of 
further  details,  Feb.  15, 
1317, 1318. 

Explanation  of  Terrra  of  Con ' 
tract  to  Labourers — Ar- 
nuigement  a«  to,  F^.  15, 
1316, 1319. 
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^ttalton.  Mr.  A — eont. 
TransTfcal — cont. 

Cbinese  labour — eont. 

Ordinance  permitting — cont 

Premises,  Definition  of  Term 
in  Sections  18, 19,  and  20 
Feb.  15,  1316. 

Publication  of  —Circulating 
Official  Copy — Opportu- 
nity of  Discassion — Pub- 
liMAng  Evldmce  before 
the  C«mmisaion,  F^.  4, 
340-341. 

SfaCtion  35,  Purport  of  Lav;s 
specified  in.the  Provisions, 
of  which  would  not 
apply  to  Asiatic  Labour- 
ers, Feb.  10,  848. 

Transfer  of  Importer's  Right-s 
— Withdrawal  of  Pro- 
vision requiring  Labour- 
er's Consent  to,  Feb.  11, 
1021-1022. 

Treatment  and  Care  of  La* 
Itourers  on  Voy^;e — Ar- 
rangements as  to,  Feb. 
IS,  1316, 1320. 

Petition  in  Favonr  of— Examina- 
tion of  Signatures,  Feb.  15, 
1317. 

Population— Cooiulting  wishes  of, 

Feb.  4,  m 

Postponement  of  Debate  in  Legis- 
lative Council,  Feb.  9,  730. 

Progress  of  Movement,  F^.  3, 193. 

.  Protests  from  South  Africa — Lay- 
ing before  Parliament,  Feb.  16, 
1490. 

Recruiting  and  Transit  Regula- 
timM,Feb.  11,  1022 }  Feb.  15, 
1319  ;  Fa.  16,  1491. 

Wages  —  Publishing  Correspon- 
denoe  from  self-governiiig 
Colonies  showing  Objeotions 
to,  Feb.  10,  847. 

Wives  and  Families  of  Labourer*, 
Arrangements  regarding, 
Feb.  8,  677 ;  Feb.  10,  848. 
Education  in--Co8t  of,  Feb.  ISt  1321, 

1322. 

Gold  Production  daring  January— 

Statistics,  Feb.  IS,  1198. 
Labour  Question. 

Chamber  of  Mines— Report  of, 
Feb.  10,  849. 

Chinese,  Importation  of,  gee  above 
sub'headituf  Chineee  Labour. 

Convict  I«bour,  Number  of 
employed— Natureof  Offences 
—  Term  of  Employment, 
Feb.  11, 1025  ;  Feb.  IS,  1820, 
1321. 

Statistic,  Feb.  10,  847. 
West  Indies — Importing  Native 
Labour  from,  Feb.  16,  1492. 
JLond  Settlement— Information  regard 
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Lyttdton*  Ur.  A^—cont. 

TranBTaal — con  t. 

Loan — Official  Docnments— Laying  on 
the  Table,  Feb.  4,  342. 

Mines,  Labour  for,  see  above  ub- 
heading  Labour. 

Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony — 
Railway  in—Govemment  Purchase  of 
-Amount  paid,  Feb.  8,  577. 

Trinidad — Port  of  Spain  Disturbancee — 
Report  on— Compensation  to  Relatives 
of  the  Killed,  Feb.  II,  l(m. 

West  Indies. 

Importation  of  Labonr  from,  for 
Transvaal,  Feb.  16, 1492. 

Relief  Grants  to  Saear  Producers — 
Distribution  ana  Principle  of 
Allotment  —  Granting  Return 
showing  Names  of  firms  and 
Portions  allotted,  Feb.  8, 578. 

Lytton.  Earl  of 

Macedonian  Crisis— Reform  Propowls, 
PoUoy  of  the  British  Government,  etc, 
Feb.  26,  1268. 

McArUmr.  Ur.  C.  [Liverpool,  Exchange]. 
Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  IS,  1413. 

Discnasion  in  the  House,  Farther 
facilities  for.  Feb.  IS,  1338. 

UcOrae.  Mr.  Q.  [Edlnbui^h,  East] 

Chilian  Battleships,  Purchase  of— Laying 

Snpplementarv  Estimates  to  meat 

payment  of,  Feb.  8,  579. 
Income  Tax  in  Scotland— Notices  for  the 

Recovery  of,  within  ten  days,  A, 

324,  347. 

UcOnUey,  Mr.  E. 

Charges  against,  hj  Seamen  of  the  S.S. 
*'  Kambira.^' 

Action  of  the  British  Consul,  Rea- 
sons for  not  calling  a  Naval 
Court,  etc. 
Os.    Lord   Muskory,  IS. 
1294-1296  ;  Lans' 
downe,  1298. 

Compensation,  Question  of. 

Oa.   Lord  Muskerrj-,  Feb.  15,  1297  : 
Lord  Lansdowne,  1290. 
Detention  of  Mr.   McCuUy  in  an 
Argentine  Gaol  for  fifty-seven 
days  without  trial. 
Oa.   Lord  Muskeny,  /W,  IB^ 
1294,  1295;  tn^- 
down^  1298. 

Maeedonia 

D^nU  [H.L.],  Feb.  15,  1259. 

Adrianople  Vilayet,  Exclusion  of,  from 
Scheme  of  reforms,  1273. 

Amnesty,  General,  Resolta  of,  1264. 
Austria, 

Inability  of,  to  deal  with  the 
situation,  owing  to  being  an 


Maeedrada— cwif. 

D^€ite—cont. 

Austria — cont. 

Optmistio  view  of  the  "tmliim 
taken  by.  1265. 

Responsibility  of,  for  the  presaa 
state  of  afEairs,  1261,  I2GI. 

Balance  of  Criminality  in  fiaTour  of 
the  Turks,  1262, 1^  1280. 

Berlin  Treaty,  Provisloiu  of,  and 
poUey  due  to,  1275,  1284,  129a 

British  Oovemment. 

Confidenee  felt  in,  by  pernns 
concerned  in  Macedonia, 
Authority  TeBoliinc  from, 
1275. 

Measures  of  reform.  Initiation  of, 
b^proposed,  1268, 1274. 1382; 

Policy  of,  1260,  1268,  1260,  1275, 
1276,  1286. 

Ke^nnbility  of,  1270,  1275,  1278 
1281,  1283,  129*). 

Bulgarian  Government,  reaponsibilitr 
-of,  1261,  1263. 

Bulgarian  inhabitants,  Detwminatioa 
o^  to  trva  tliemselvea  fitom  Turk- 
ish rule,  126a 

Christian  Governor-General,  necessity 
for  appointment  of,  1292. 

Delay  in  dealing  with  the  situation. 
Dangers  of,  etc.,  1265-1267.  IS^L 
1271, 1276, 1281.  12SS. 

European  C(Micert,?kultuB  o^  to  hata 
about  reforms,  1285.  1282. 

Farther  Papers  desling  with  the  aitna- 
tion,  presentation  of,  129S. 

Oendarmerie,  Organisation  o(  niidw 
European  Oflioera. 

De<ay  in  sending  out  (Mlieen, 
1266, 1288. 

Detailsand  progress  of  the  sehem& 
1272,  1273,  1291 

Munst^  Scheme,  Dilatory  procedure 
In  connection  with,  1265,  1286. 

Persecution  of  Christian  inhabitants 
by  the  Mussulmans  tiie  cause  of 
present  state  of  ^^Utr  198a 

Pnblie  feeling  in  England,  1S77. 12^, 
1289. 

Reforms. 

Adrianople  Vilayet,  ExelosioD  of. 
from  scheme  of ,  1273. 

Assessors  appointed  by  the  Ans- 
trian  a3id  Rnssiui  Gorern- 
uients,  1265,  1266,  12S7, 1292. 

Austro- Russian  scheme  aoeepted 
by  the  Porte,  InefiectivuMs 
of,  1264,  1271.  1272,  1285. 

European  C(Hieeit,  Failure  o(  s> 
an  iuMnunent  of  reform.  1S81 
1292:    f-^  I 
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Macedonia— 

Deboti—coiit. 

Refonna — cont. 

Inability  of  Austria  and  Rusaia 
to  deal  with  the  Bitnation 
owing  to  their  being  in- 
terested parties,  1267,  1270, 
1271,1274,  1291. 

Infipector-General  —Appointment 
of  a  Turk,  Objectdons  to, 
1272, 1278. 

Marzateg  Scheme,  Dilatory  pro- 
eedare  in  oonneotion  with, 
128dt  1286. 

Revolutionaiy  Committee^  atti- 
tude towards,  1262. 

Revolntionary  Committees. 

Crimes  and  atrocities  instigated 
by,  1262. 

Reforms  rendered  impossible  by, 
1262. 

Rnseia. 

Inability  of,  to  deal  with  the 
situation  owing  to  being  an 
interested  party,  1267,  1270, 
1271,  1274,  1278,  1201. 

Respowibility  of,  1264. 

Rn&so-Japanese  War,  Effect  of,  on  the 

situation,  1274,  1291. 
San  Stefano  Treaty,  Withdrawal  of, 

due  to  Ureat  Britian,  1200. 

Settlement  of  the  question,  Conditions 

necessaiy  for,  1270. 
Turkish  GoTeniment. 

Demoralisation  of  the  Admlnui- 
tration,  1262,  1270,  1281. 

Inability  of,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
infcurrectioii,  1261. 

Responsibility  of,  1260, 1281, 1277' 
1280,  1283,  1280. 

Adrianople  Vilayet,  Condition  of — Reasons 
for  omission  from  Scheme  of  Reform. 
08.    Mr.  H.  Law,  Feb.  3.  300 ;  Feb. 
4,  361 ;  Earl  Percy,  364  ;  Earl 
of  Lytton,  Feb.  IS,  1273. 

Atrocities  committed  by  Turkish  Troops, 
Ontrures  on  Women  and  Children,  etc. 
Os.    Mr.   H.  Law,  Ftb.   S,  300; 
Earl  Percy,  Feb.  4y  368 ;  Mr. 
Bryce,  371. 

Berlin,  Treaty  of— Securing  tlie  Execation 
of. 

Q.    Mr.    G.    Bowles   ;    A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  4,  343,  344. 

British   Consular    Repreeentatives  in— 
Tribute  to. 

Oa.    Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  S,  19. 
Bulgaria  and  Servia— Intentions  of. 
Qa.   Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As.   Eul  Percy, 
.Fefi.  ^,  343.  344  ;  Feb.  10,  WSO. 
Conference — Calling  of,  to  establiih  a 
Form  of  Government. 
Q.   Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Earl  Petey, 
Feb.  10,  850. 
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Macedonia — cwit. 

Ccwrettpondence   relating   to,  [veeented, 

F^.     68,  65,  93. 
European  Powers—  Galling  a  Conference 

of. 

O.    Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  X  EarlPeroy, 
Feb.  4,  344. 

Further  Papers  dealing  with,  Date  of 
presentation.  ,  , 

Q.    Lord    Newton    ;     A.  Lord 
Lansdowne,  Feb.  15,  1293. 

Gendarmerie,  Organisation  of,  under 
European  Officers. 

King's  Speech,  References  in,  Feb. 

S,S.  ,  , 

Oe.  Earl  FitzwUliam,  Feb.  S,  7  ;  Lord 

Hylton,  18  ;  Mr.  Plummer,  115  ; 

Eiri  Percy,  i-eft.  ^,368.  370. 

Policy  of  the  Government. 

Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannennan,  Feb. 
£,  123  ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  139 ; 
Mr.  Moon,  Feb.  S,  296;  Sir  J. 
Kennaway,  298  ;  Mr.  H.  I*w, 
299  ;  Feb.  4,  363  ;  Mr.  Bryce,  374  j 
Sir  M.  Stewart,  376, 

Statements  [Lord  Lwadowne]  Feb.  S, 
40 ;  tEarl  Percy]  Feb.  4*  863-371. 

Beforms  formulated  by  Austria-Himg^ 
and  Rnada,  Aco^tance  of,  by  the 
Porte. 

King's  Speech,  References  in,  Feb. «,  3. 

Oa.  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  9,  7  ;  Lord 
Hylton,  18  ;  Earl  Spencer,  25. 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  123  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  139 ;  Mr. 
Moon,  Feb.  J,  297  ;  Mr.  H.  Law, 
299 ;  f«6.  4.  362  ;  Earl  Percy, 
364. 

Delay  in  initiating. 

o/EarlPercy,  m  4,  367. 

Knancial  and  Administrative  re-organ- 
isation. Necessity  for. 

Oa.  Earl  Percy,  Feb.  4,  369. 

Papers  relating  to— Laying  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell  Banner- 
man,  FtA.  X,  123 ;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  139. 

UcHtigh.  Mr.  p.  A.  [Leitrim,  N.] 

Land  Purchase,  Ireland. 

Advances  under  Acts  of  1886  and  18^ 
—Number  of  applioati««  rejected 
for  insuffidency  of  seonrity,  e*o., 
Feb.  IS.  1193. 

Average  number  of  years  purdaase 
a^eed  on  by  occupiere  ™  Jjj* 
lodged  agreements,  Fw.  It,  llvi. 

Holdings,  purchase  of,  u^^er  Act  of 
1903— Price  agreed  on  by  the  3,070 
Purchasers— Stating  m  Terms  of 
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HcLaien.  Sir  C  B.  B-  [Leicester,  Bosworth] 

Indian  Railway  Contracts. 

Oerman  Contracts  for  Tyreaand  Axles 
— SpeeiGcation  as  to  Analysis  and 

breaking  tests,  etc,  Feb.  15, 1314. 

Freferenoe  for  British  over  -  Foreign 
makers,  proposed,  ^06^  IS,  1313, 
1314. 

Tenders  for—Specifications  for  British 
and  Foreign  Eirms,  Feb.  9, 722. 

Pottery  Trade  — Rales  relating  to  Lead 
tilazing,  Feb.  9,  725. 

TransTasl,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labonr 
to— Opportunity  for  Discussion,  Feb.  9, 
730  ;  Feb.  15,  1336. 

Madeod)  late  Qoarter-Haster-Bei^eant 

Watch  of,  sent  Home  to  Relativea— Com- 
pensation for  loss  of,  in  the  Post. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;   A.    Mr.  Amold- 
FoTBter,  Feb  16, 1488-1489. 

Uacnamara.  Dr.  T.  J.  [Camberwell,  N.] 

King's  Speech — Address  in  Answer,  Feb.  4, 
399  ;  Feb.  16, 1561. 

Sontb  African  War. 

Intelligence  Work  dnring  —  Recog- 
nition of  the  Services  of  Sir  J. 
Ardagh  and  Major  Altham,  fsA. 

11,  1018. 

Military  Armaments,  Stores,  etc. — De- 
ficienc^on  the  outbreak  of  the  Boer 
War— Preoantions  agunst  Fntnre 
Deficiency.  Feb.  11, 1019. 

Preparations  for,  and  Conduct  of — 
Chskrges  against  Ministers,  Feb.  4, 
399. 

Rifles  dealt  oat  to  South  African  Re- 
servist s,  1890— Defective  Sighta  of, 
Feb.  11, 1018. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labour 
to,  F^.  16, 1561. 

Ordinance. 

Amendment:)  to — Delaying  De- 
bate until  Reasons  of  Amend- 
ments are  before  the  House, 
Feb.  11,  1024. 

Debate  on — Deferring  till  the 
Honse  is  in  PoHsession  of 
further  Details,  Feb.  IS,  1317, 
1318. 

Petition  in  favour  of — Examination 

of  Signatures,  Feb.  IS,  1317. 

HacNeill,  Ur-  J-  Q.  S.  [Donegal,  S.] 

City  of  London,  New  Writ  fw— Pn-ce- 
dure  as  to.  Precedents  of  Baron 
BothschUd  and  Sir  S.  Waterlow,  Feb. 

S,  75.  76 :  Feb.  S,  195. 

Home  Role  for  Ireland,  Donand  for, 
Feb.  S,  274. 

K  in^  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  FA.  S, 

Military  Stores — Destmction  of,  at  Dur- 
ban, hs[  Order  of  Military  Authcnitiei 
—  Estimated  Cost  —  Aggresate 
Amount  —  Explanation  of  Motion, 
Feb.  8,  574. 
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Miliria-^Tiansfer  of  Irish  R^moDta  to 
England  to  draw  the  teeth  of  passibte 
remllion — Lord  Wolseley's  Mmnte  ti 
3  Nov.,  1897,  Feb.  15, 13ia 

South  African  War-  Confidential  Oxm 
pondence— Authority  for  DestructHn 

of,  Feb.  a,  575-576. 

Transvaal— Cost  of  Edacation  in,  JF'cb.  iJ, 
1321,  1322. 

Wri^^t,  Whittaker,  Proeecutiom. 

Costs  of  private  prosecutors,  Paymeal 
of  by  the  Treasury.  F^.  IS,  133» 

Legislation  to  deal  with  similar  caatt> 
Date  of  introduction,  Feb.  IS 
1835. 

Maconochie,  Hr-  A-  W- [Aberdeenshire,  £.] 

Germany — State  Railways  in — ProMlHted 
from  buying  material  in  Englaod, 

Feb.  9,  723. 

UaeVMgh,  Ur.  J.  [Down,  S-l 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instmetioii 
Department,  Ireland.  Vote,  eaTings 
eOected  on,  Feb.  IJ,  1196. 

Whiskey,  Immature— Increase  in  Iivna^ 
and  Crime  due  to  Cwisamption  a 
—Regulations  as  to  Sale  of,  Feb.  J5, 

1325. 

Madagascar. 

British  Treaty  ZU^ts,  Sunender  (tf, 
alleged. 

O.  Mr.  J.  Wfllton,  Fe&.  8,  614 ;  Eari 
PeiM^.  617. 
Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb,  t,  52. 

Magdalene  College,  Cambridge. 

Statute  made  by  Governing  Body  pre- 
sented, FOt.  t,  72, 102. 

Magistrates. 

Irish  — Suspension  for  signing  Warrants  in 
Irish  character — Statute  forbidding — 
Uepeal  of,  sugitested. 
Qa.  Mr.  T.  O'DonneU,  Mr.  Boland ; 
A.   Mr.  Atkinson.  jPefr.  11, 
1032-1033. 

Maidenhead  Bridge  Bill. 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  FA.  S, 

183. 

L  IE*.  Feb.  8,  557. 

KaidstoiM. 

light  Railway— Order  preerated,  A&tf, 
471;  FA,  11,^ 

Mail  Service- 
American. 

Number  of  Days,  Hours,  and  Minatw 
occupied  in  Transit,  and  naokes  of 
SteamMS — Betura  at&anA,FA.lS, 
1902. 

Routes  of  —  Influence  on  Time  of 
Delivery. 
Q.  M>.  Field;  A.  Lord  Stanley. 
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JIail  Service— (wn<. 
Canadian. 

Kilrosh,  Co.  Clare,  Claim  of,  M  a  Port 

of  Call. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb.  8,  597. 

Routes  —  Experiments  to  determine 
tlie  beat  Routes — Existing  Con- 
tracts for  ConTflyanoe  of  Mail* — 
Names  of  Contrsotors— Pwiod  of 
Contracts. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Feb,  21, 1029. 

Indian  and  Anstraliaa — Delay  in  Delivery 
of  Newspapers  and  Book  Matter — 
According  the  same  promptitude  as  is 
bestowed  on  the  American  Mails. 
g.  Sir  8.  King ;  A.  Lord  St«U^, 
Feb.  8,  508. 

Jerosalem,  Arrangements  as  to  Delivery 
of  Mail  to  British  Residents. 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall;   A.  Earl  Percy, 
Fi^.  IS,  1196. 

Ualay  States- 
Reports  for  1902,  presented,  Feb,  S,eO,  90. 

Malcolm,  Mr.  J.  Z.  [Suffolk,  Stowmarket] 

Barbados — Importing  Native  Labour  to 
the  Transvaal  from,  Feb.  16,  1492. 

Uallaig 

Banavie,  Railway  to— Annoal  Report  1902- 
1903  presented.  Feb.  S,  71.  101-102. 

Malta 

Annual  Report  (1902-3)  presented,  H  90. 

Barracks,  Sanitary  Condition  of— Reports 
of  Officers  1900^  1901, 1902, and  IK^— 
Steps  taken  to  carry  out  the  Recom- 
mendations. 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Foniter,  Feb.  16,  1487-1488. 

Condition  of —Tabling  Papers. 

Q.  Mr.  Boland;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  J^ei. 
^,332. 

Elections  to  Coimcil. 

Advisability  of  Chuige  in  Constitu- 
tion to  give  more  etfective  Popular 
Kepre»entation. 
Q.  Mr.  Bolan.l ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Feb.  8,  578. 

Amendment  of  Law  regarding— Lay- 
ing Text  of  Bill  on  the  Table — 
Publishing  Correspondence  relat* 
ing  to  tiie  New  General  Election. 
Xi.  Mr.  Buland ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Feb.  11, 1026-1027. 

Government  Stores  for — Transport  Con- 
tracts —  Employment     ot  Special 
Government  Vessela. 
q.  Master  of  Elibaok;   A,  Mr. 
Pretyman,  FA.  4,  382. 

Manchester  Corporation  (General  Powers) 
BUI 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lorda,  Feb.  t, 
183. 

t  IB.*  F«b.  8,  BSJ. 
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Manchester  Oorporatitm  Tramways  Bill 

Introduction    of,  in    House  of  Lords, 

Feb.  g,  183. 
I  1R.»  Feb.  8,  m. 
2b.*  Feb.  i*,  1137. 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill 

Introduetiou  of,  in    House  of  Lords, 

Feb.  S,  183. 
2.  IB.*  Feb.  8, 558. 

MuuHiester  Ship  Oaaal  (Finance)  Bill 

Introdnction  of,  in  House  of  Lords, 

Feb.  S,  183; 
;.  IB.*  Feb.8,6Si. 

Mandiiiiia 

British  Consular  Representative.  Appoint- 
ment of. 
0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Feb.  8,  004. 

Russian  Occupation  of. 

Correspondenoe  relating  to,  Feb.  IS, 
1258,  1302. 

Danger  to  British  Commercial  In- 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  reft.  5,610,  612, 
613 ;  Earl  Percy,  621. 

Evacuation,*-  Representations  by  the 
British  Government. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  Walton ;  As.  Earl 
Percy,    Feb.  4,  344-845; 
Feb.  15,  1323. 

ManflsnTres 

Naval,  see  Navy. 

Manufactures.  Scottish  Board  of 

Committee  Report — Steps  to  bo  taken 
with  regard  to. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Stirling-Maxwell ;  A.Mr. 
A.  G.  Murray,  Feb.  4,  349-330. 

Mannscripts— Historical 

see  Historical  Manuscripts 

Maps,  Military 

Ladysmith,    North— Continuing  Sonth- 
wanls — Additional  Funds  for  Maps. 
Q.    Lieut. -CoL   Tnfnell ;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-FoTster,         11,  1016- 
1017. 

Margate 

Pier  and  Harbour  Board— Report  and 
AcoountB  (1902-3)  presented,  F«&.  8, 
72. 

Marine  Wcnrks 

Connemara,  in— Delay  in  executing— 
Date  of  commencing. 
Q.  Mr.  O'MaUey  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  11,  1016. 

Marines,  Boyal  Indian 

Position,  Pay,  Promotion,  etc. — Officers' 
Petition— Consideration  of. 
Q.  Sir.  S.  King;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick 

Feb.  i6,m^m^OoQlQ 
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HarUwrooffli.  Duke  of 

TrfU)»vaal,  Importatioa  of  Chinese  laboar 

to,  Feb.  n,  986. 

Marr^l^  with  a  Deceued  Wife's  Sister 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  5,481. 

Harriageand  Divorce 

Colonial  Law— Papers  rdatiDz  to,  pre- 
sented, Feb.  S,  08,  91. 

Uarriaffes,  Deaths  and  Births 

Scotland— Annual  Report  pre8ented,f«6.^ 
305,324.  »      r  ». 

Martin,  Mr-  B.  B.  [Worcestershire.  Droit- 
wieh] 

Kin^  Speech— Address  in  Answra, 
Feb  16,  1660. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labour 
to,  Feb.  16,  1661. 

Uartiniqae 

Volcanic  Eruptions  in  1902  and  1903— 
Correspondence  relating  to,  pre- 
sented, Feb.  2,  67,  90. 

Marylebone  Chapels  (Saint  James',  West- 
moreland St)  Bill 

lE.*^**.  i5,  1257. 

Matlock  and  District  Oas  Bill 

Intrndaotion   of,   in  House  of  Lords, 

Feb.  3,  18S. 
/.  \VL.*Feb.8,6S&. 

Manritios 

Annual  Report  (1002)  presented,  55,  90. 

Maybrick.  Mrs. 

Conditional  Licence  granted  to,  Feb.  11, 
963,  1009. 

Release  of,  Conditions  of. 
Q.    Mr.  James  O'Connor;    A.  Mi. 
Akers-Donglas,  F^.  4,  326. 

Maynooth 

Roman  Catholic  College— Petition  to  the 
Irish  Parliament  in  1795,  Terms  of. 
0.  Col.  Saunderson.  Feb.  3,  281. 

Meath.  County  of 

Parliamentary  Bye  ~  election  for  South 
Division— New  Writ,  Feb.  S,  73  ;  New 
A^entber  Sworn,  78. 

Medals  and  Clasps 

South  Afrioan  War,  for— Date  of  Final 
Issue  of. 

Q.  Sir  G.  Bartley  j  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  16,  1487. 

Medical  Act  (1886)  Amendment  Bill 
&  iB.*  Feb.  6,  486. 

Members  of  Parliament 

Election — Procedure  as  to  Members  re- 
turned for  two  or  more  places,  Feb.  g, 
78. 
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Hauben  of  Parliuwnt— eon/. 

Re-deetion  in  case  of  aooeptanoe  of  OSes 
— L^slstive  Propoaau. 
Om.  Eari  Spenoer,  Feb.  f  ,  27  ;  Mr. 
Hardy,  112. 

Tel^hone,  Use  of,  in  the  House  of  C3ob- 
uons  — Remoying  Charge  for. 

Q.  Mr.  Loafrh;  J.  Lord  Stwtlsy, 
Feb.  8,  588. 

MercantOa  Marine 

Saving  Banks— Money  Orders  and  Trans- 
nussion  of  Wages,  AoconntB  of  Da- 
posits  received  and  repaid — presented, 
Feb.  t,  101 }  FeA.  4,  305. 

Seamen,  see  that  titlf. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

Pearson's  Christmas  Extra,  disr^arded  in 
the  Publication  of  —  Taking  Action 
against  the  Publishers. 

Q.  Mr.  Labonehere;  A.  Mr.  Q. 
Balfour,  Feb.  4,  348. 

Whisky— Blends  of  Malt  with  Raw  Giaia 
or  German  Spirits  described  as  Malt 
Whiskey  —  Proposed  Government 
Action  to  restrain. 

Q.  Mr  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour. 
Feb.  11,  1028. 

McQrctaftndise  Marta  Kll 
e.  IB.*  Feb.  S,  486. 

Bfferchant  Shipping 

Carrying  Trade  of  Great  Britain,  Import- 
ance of. 

Of.  Mr.  Lloyd-GeoTgCL lo,  Kl ; 
Sir  Q.  I^ker,  Feb.  11,  lOM, 
1045. 

Condition  of — Statutios. 
Os.  Mr.  Rea,  Feb.  IS,  1404. 

'*  Dnunbain,"  Stoanding  of — Circnm- 
Btanoss  attoiding.  Investigation  into, 
etc 

Q,  Lord  Musketry;  A.  Lord  W(d- 
verton,  Feb.  16,  1469, 147a 

French  and  Spanish  Vessels  in  British 
Ports— Re-measuremoDt  for  tmn^ 
—Orders  in  Council  providing  for, 
presented,  Feb.  £,  66,  103. 

"Grecian,"  Stranding  of— Suspension  of 
Capt.  Harrison's  certificate  by  the 
Canadian  Government,  QuestlMi  of 

Tyment  of  coets  of  appw. 
Lord  Moskerry ;  A.  Lord  Wol- 
verton,  Feb.  16,  1468. 

"Isle  of  Lewis,**  Stranding  of— CSrenm- 
■tanees  attoiding,  InveetigaUon  into, 
ete. 

Q,  Lord  Muskeiry ;  A.  Lord  W^* 
verton,  /e&.  J6,  1468,  1470. 

Japanese  Vessels,  Deserters  from— Appli- 
ration  of  Seetion  238  of  Act  of  18M  to 
—Order  in  Council  presented,  A6.  ;i; 

66, 103. 

Light  and  Harbour  dues  in  Zanribsr, 
Payment  of,  by  vessels  of  the  United 
States— Convention  presented  FsA.  If. 
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Hercha&t  Shivpinc— «ont. 

Loadiiw-poTtClaiuwin  Artidea  of  Merchant 
Ships.  Terms  of  Board  of  Trade 
Circular— Opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 

of  the  Crovo. 

0».  Lord  MuBkerry,  Feb.  11,  1006  ; 
Lord  WolvertOD,  1007. 

McCuUy,  Mr.,  Charges agtuast,  by  Seamen 
of  the  S.H.  Kambira,"  see  title 
McCuUy. 

Pilotage,  tee  that  title, 

Profita  on  Shipping  Undertakings  assessed 
for  Income  Tax  in  1899-1900,  1900- 
1901, 1901-2,  1902-3  respectively. 
O.  Mr     RuDcimao ;    A.  Mr.  A. 
ChamberUin,  Feb.  11,  1027. 

Sudsidies  to  Companies — Return  reapect- 
ine,  presented,  Feb.  S,  72. 

Tonnage,  see  tkat  title. 
Transport  of  Government  Stores  to  Gib- 
raltar and  Malta— Name  of  Contractor 
— Nature  of  Contract. 

Q.  Master  of    Elibank ;    A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Feb.  4,  332. 

Merchant  Sh^i^  (Lii^hotues)  Bill 
e.  iB.*      5. 482. 

Merrow  Downs 

Regulation  of— Report  presented,  Feb.  8, 
562 ;  Feb.  9,  709. 

Docks  and  Harbour  Board— Acoonnts  pre- 
sented, Feb.  2,  72,  105. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 
Introdaction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  FA.  2, 

183. 

/.  IR.  •  Feb.  8,  557- 
2fL'Feb.  IS,  1137. 

Matallnrgy 

Germany,  Instruction  in — Report  pre- 
sented, Feb.  S,  63. 

Meteorological  Council 

Report  for  1902-3  presented,  Feb.  £,  83, 

80. 

Metropolitan   Oommon  Scheme  (Fam- 
Dorovi^)  Provisional  Order 

/.  iR.'/'ei.  16,  1472. 

MeteopolitanO<»nmon  Scheme  (Hillingdon 
Eaat,  Fnmsional  Order  Bill 
A  IB.*  Feb.  16, 1472. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  Mil 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  S, 
183 

/.  ln'Feb.8,55S. 
Metropolitan  Improrenents  (Fuiids)Bill 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  11,  1040. 

Ibtropolitan  Police 

Houses  of  Parliament,  Approaches  to— 
Sewional  Onler,  Feb.  £,  81. 

Report  of  GommiBsioaer  for  1902  presented, 
Feb.  g,  68,  84. 
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Metropolitan  Railway  Bill 

latrodactien  of,  in  Hones  of  Lords,  Feb.  -4^ 
183. 

/.  IB.*  FA.  8,  658. 
Mexico 

Industrial  Property  Convention,  1883,  Ac- 
ceasion  to— Report  presented,  Feb.  S, 
66,92. 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  S,  63. 
Mid.  Cheshire  Tramways  Bill 

Introduction  of,  ia  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  2,. 
183. 

Middlesex,  Connty  of 

Light  Railway  Construction— Order  pre- 
sented, Feb.  5,  471  ;  Feb.  11,  962. 

Midland  Railway  BiU 

e.  lR.»  Feb.  4,  816. 

Militia 

Decline  in  Numbers. 

Os.    Sir  H.  Vincent,  Feb.  S,  157. 

Ireland— Transfer  of  Regiments  to  England 
"  to  draw  the  teeth  of  possible  rebel- 
lion" alleged— Lord  Wolseley's  Minute 
of  Nov.  3,1897. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  15,  1310. 

TrMning  Bounty,  Refusal  of— <3aBe  of 
Patrick  Kerr. 
Q.  Mr.  Hemphill ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  S,  479. 

Military  Savings  Banks 
see  Savings  Banks. 

Iffillr 

Railway  Bates  for  carriage  of. 

Carelessness  on  paTt  of  Servants  of  the- 
companies  largely  due  to  know- 
ledge that  no  Compensation  wui 

***^?^'Earl  of  LiohBeM.  Feb.  16, 
1465. 

Delay. ornon-delivery  -No Compensa- 
tion allowed. 

Oa.    Earl  of  Lichfield,  Feb.  16, 
1464 ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  1468. 

Insanitary  state  of  Milk  Vans  in  hot 
weatner. 
0.    Earl  of  Lichfield,  Feb.  26V 
1464. 

Insiranceof  Goods  by  Ownerspropoeed. 
a    Earl  of  Onslow,  Feb.  16, 1468. 

Owners'  risk,  Carriage  at— No  Com- 
pensation allowed  for  lots  or 
damage.  .     _ , 

Os.    Earl  of  Lichfield,  Feb.  16, 
1464;  Earl  of  Onslow,  1468. 

MHaar,  Lord 

Despatches  of— unauthorised  Private  Cir- 
eolation  to  M.P.'s  before  Publication 
of  Blue-book— Inquiry  proposed. 

Mr.  Broadhurst;  A.  Mr.  Lyt- 
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HUwr  and  District  Mines  Dninace  Bill 

Introdnction  of,  in  Honsa  of  Lords,  Feb.  t, 

m. 

I.   IB.*  Feb.  8,  657. 
2e.*  Feb.  IS,  1137. 

Minehead  Urban  District  Conncil  Water 
BiU 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  g, 
183. 

1b.»  Feb.  5,667. 
2e.»  Feb.  IS,  1187. 

Mines 

De  Beers  Diamond  Mine*,   se*  under 

Traiuivaal. 
Electricity  UFcd  in. 

Report  vi  Departmental  Committee, 
prescmed,  Feb.  2,  6483. 
Qs.  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  Tennant ; 
A.  Mr.  A.Dongla8,iV6.i0, 
852. 

Indentured  Foreign  Labour,  in  British 
Empire  worked  by. 
Q.  Mr.  Bnchanan ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Feb.  10,  848. 

Korea — Mining  Interests  in.  Steps  taljen 
to  protect. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Jonea ;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
Feb.  15,  1332. 

Labour  and  Output — General  Report  and 
Statistics  for  1902,  presented,  F^.  t, 

55,  83. 

Nickel,  Siidbuiy  (Ontario)— Future  Con- 
trol of. 

Q.  Mr.  Norman  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 

Feb.  4'  325. 

Westphaliati  Collierie«,  Ankylostomiasis 
In—  Report  presented,  Feb.  3,  60,83. 

Mines  (Eight  Honrs:  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  5,  482. 

Mining  and  Hetallmrgy 

Germany,  Instruction  in—  Report  pre- 
sented, Feb  2,  53. 

Ministers 

see  Cabinet. 

Ministry  of  Commerce  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  5,  483. 
Mitchell,  Mr.  E-  [Fermanagh,  N.j 

Collum's  Estate— Purchase  of  Holdings 
by  Tenants— Ejectment Ordersserved 
on  Tenantfi,  Feb.  11, 1037. 

Mombasa- Victoria  Railway 

Report  presented,  Feb.  2,  5J,  93. 

Money  Orders 

Statutory  Rules  and  Ordeis  presented. 
Feb.  ^,  808,  3S3. 

Mongolia 

Report  of  journeys  in,  presented,  Feb.  t, 

Monteagle  of  Brandon,  Lord 

Railway  Kates  on  Milk  and  Agricultural 
Produce,  Feb.  16,  1466. 
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Montgomery,  Oonnty  of 

Charities,  Inquiry  into— RetamprewntHl, 

Feb.  S,  190. 

Moon.  Mr.  B.  R.  P.  [StPaneraa,  N.] 

Consuls,  British — Appolntnient  at  Muk- 
den, Attung,  and  Tatungkan, /"rf.  I'J. 
1478. 

Port  Arthur- Russian  Tonn^e  Dues  *t 
—Consular  Report  on,  Feb.  16,  1478. 

Tobacco  Duty — Refusal  to  accept  Daty 
spontaneously  tendered  withtrat  Pay- 
ment of  Fine  in  Addition — ^AathOTi^ 
of  Customs  Officers,  Feb.  8,  666. 

Morley,  Earl  of 

ChUTinanship  of  Committees. 
Appointment  to,  F^.  S,  51. 
Temporary  resign^on    tdiron^  ill- 
ness. 

Oa.  Marqnesfl  of  Lanadown^ 
Feb.  12,  1139  ;  Karl  Spencer, 
F^rl  of  Cork,  Duke  of 
Abercom,  1140  ;  Lord  Bal- 
four of  Burleigh,  1141. 

Morley  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Montrose,  Bargfas]. 

Fiso^  Policy- Free  Trade  v.  Protoetion 
Amendment  to  the  Addret'S,  f  «&'  &, 
623. 

Debate  on- Proposal  to  ti»B«fer  tmm.  the 
Address— Refusal  to  abandon  Motion, 
FOt.  4*  360. 

Morocco 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Fth.  S,  53. 
Morrissey.  Peter 

Police  Protection  of— Relesao  from. 
q.   Mr.  Duifv  ;    A.   Mr.  Wyndbam, 

Feb.  IC,  1498. 

Most  Favonred-Nation  Clauses 

Commerce  and  Navigation  Treaties- 
Return  presented,  Feb.  S,  67,  93. 

Motor  Cars 

Iveagh-Pirrie  Service,  Information  as  ta 
Q.     Mr.  J.   Campbell   ;      A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Ftb.  IS,  1330 . 

Mowbra7>  Lord 

Norfolk,  Earldom  of— cbum  to,  petitioa 
for  -lease  to  lodge  a  supplemmtsiy 
osse,  Feb.  11,  961. 

Mukden 

Appointment  of  British  Consul  at. 
Q.    Mr.   Moon  ;     A.     Karl  Par^, 
Feb.  16,  1478. 

Hnllingar 

Rural  District  Council- Protest  sgainst 
Landl<ffds'  CompensatioD  airarded 
under  Labourerr  i^cts— Number  of 
Years  Purchase  allowed— Experianee 

of  Arbritrator. 
Q.    Mr.  Hayden  ;  A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
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Hiilli^^»  Eells  and  Droghedft  Railway 

c.  IR."  Feb.  i,3I6. 

Honicipal  Corporations 

Incorporation  Charters  presented,  Feb.  £, 
68,  98. 

Utinicipal  Expenditnre 

Increaae  in,  Amoant  of  indebtedness,  etc. 
O.  Sir  A.  S.  Haslam,  Feb.  IS,  1371. 

Hozm,  Bt.  Hon.  A.   O.   Stcrttary  for 
beaUand  [Buteshire]. 

Avoch  Harbour,  ConatmcUon  of-— pro- 
poeed  Prorieion  of  Slehery  B(Murd 
u  aid  of,  Feb.  11, 102»-10SO. 

Croftere'  Act  1886— Advisability  of  exten 
ding  to  Small  Tenants  holding  under 
Lease,  Feb,  11,  1090. 

Deer  Forests,  Scottish— Number  <A  Aerea 
added  to,  in  the  Crofting  IToantiei, 
Ftb.  16,  U96. 

Lewii,  Ifllaod  of — Report  on  Social  Con- 
dition of — Steps  to  be  taken  with 
regard  to,  Feb.  4,  349. 

Manufoctnree,  Board  of — Scotland— Com- 
mittee Keptnt— Action  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to,  Feb.  4,  350. 

Pauper  Children,  boarding  out  itysteni— 
appointment  of  Lady  Inspectors  pro- 
posed, Feb.  15,  1306. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill 

c.  IB*  Feb.  S,  480. 

Uttakerry.  Lord 

"Grecian,"  Strandins  of— Snspension  of 
Captain  Harrison^s  Certificate  by  the 
Ctmadian  Government,  Question  of  re- 
repaying  of  costs  ot  Appeal,  Feb.  16, 
1469. 

"  Isle  of  Lewis  "  and  "  Drumbain,"  Strand* 
ing  of —circumstances  attending,  la- 
Testigalion  into,  etc.  Feb.  16,  1469. 

Loading-port  clause  in  articles  of  Mer- 
chant Ships— opinion  of  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  Feb.  11,  1006. 

McCully,  Mr.,  Charges  against — Detention 
in  an  Argentine  Qaol  without  trial, 
Action  01  the  British  Consul,  etc. 
Feb.  15.  1294. 

Nagasaki 

Trade  Report- Presented,  Feb.  S,  52. 

Nannetti.  Hr-  J-  P-  [Dublin,  Collie  Green] 
Kind — Treatment  of,  in  Ireland — Legisla- 
tion proposed,  Feb.  15,  1ZS9. 

Officers'  Uniforms,  Neglect  of  Irish  tailor- 
ing establishments,  Feb.  9,  720,  721 ; 
F^.  15, 1312. 

Natal 

Ladysmibh— Military  Map  of  N., — oonUnn- 
ing  Southwards, 
Q.   Lieat-'CoL   Tnlnell,    A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Fd}.  11,  1016- 
1017. 
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National  Dobt 

Amount  of  Unfunded  Debt  —  Treasury 
Bills  and  Exchei^uer  Bonds —  R>.te8  ox 
Interest  and  Periods  of  Renewal. 
Q,    Mr.  Buobanan^  A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  F^.  4,  328. 

War  Debt,  Redaction  of — Steps  proposed 
by  Government  in  view  of  non-pay' 
ment  of  TranaiTaal  Guarantee. 

Qt.    Mr.  Buchanan,  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
A.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  FA. 
346. 

National  Gallery 

Report  presented,  Feb.  S,  121 ;  Feb.  4,  323. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland 

AssistaDt  Teachers — Reduction    of  the 
Average  to  Fifty. 
Q.  lar.  Sloan,  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  8,  571. 

Male  Principal  Teachers  —  Number  of 
Incomes  exceeding  £127  with  average 
Attendance  not  under  70 — Namber 
joining  First  of  First  Grade— Reasons 
for  not  joining  and  for  obti^ing 
Increment  without  so  doing. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan,il.  Mr.  Wyndham; 
FOt.  16, 1480-1481. 

Salaries — Amount  voted  for  Increase— 
Amount  actually  expended. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  8, 671. 

Navigation 

Monthly  accounts  ordered,  Feb.  S,  191 ; 
Presented,  Feb.  4,  323. 

Moet-Favourcd- Nations  Clauses  in  ex- 
isting Treaties — Retnm  presented. 
Feb.  e,  57,  98. 

Navy 

First  Lord—Etai  of  Selbome. 

Financial  Secretary — Mr.  EL  G.  Fretyman. 

Appropriation  Account,  presented,  Feb.  15, 
1301. 

Armonr  plate  for  Battleships,  delay  in 
distrioation  of  orders  alleged. 
Q.  Mr. J.  F.  Hope;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Feb.  13, 1104. 

Battleships. 

Chilian  —  Purchase   of  —  Laying  of 
Supplenientaiy  Estimates  to  meet 
Payment. 
Q.    Mr.  McCrae;  A.   Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  8,  579. 

Date  and  place  of  building  ships  of 
the  1903-4  programme. 
Q.   Mr.  Hannswnrth ;  A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Feb.  15,  1303. 

'*  Centurion,"  H.M.S.— Cummiasioning  of, 
with  defective  Gun  Sights— Measures 
taken  to  remedy. 
Q».  Mr.  R.  Lncas,  Mr.  G.  Bowles; 
A.   Mr.  Pretym^i^eft.  9,  721- 
722.  DigitizedbAjOOgle 

[eoni. 


NaT— New] 


'HKTJ—eont. 


INDEX. 
F(A.  2— /W.  16. 


[Vol.  129. 


Coal — Supply  of  Sinokelest*  Coal  in  South 
Wales — Acquiring,  for  future  use. 
Qs.  Sir  L.  Knowles,  Mr.  CoKhill ; 
A.   Mr.  A.  Donglafl,  Feb. 
581-582. 

CoaMnf^  Station  in  South  Wales — Advisa- 
bility of  Uovernment  Acceptauoe  of 
offer. 

Q.    Mr.   O.  WillianiB;    A.  Mr. 
Pretymao,  Feb.  11,  1020. 

■CuIoDial    ContiibationB   towaids  Cost, 
lod-eaMin. 

King's     Speech,      References  in, 

Feb.  S,  3. 
Os.  Earl  Fitzwilliain,  Ftb.  S,  8  ;  Earl 

Spencer,  25 ;  Mr.  Haidy,  106. 

<^tracti  for— PostiDB  Namus  of  SneceBB- 
fol  Teaderers—BieaaoD  for  Discon 
tiouance  of  Practice. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Feb.  9,  721. 

•Courts-Martial — Return  of  Number  held 
and  Snmiuary  Puniflfaments  inflicted, 

1902—  Presented,  Feb,  S,  470;  Feb. 

S,  559. 

Dockyard  Trades— Beceiving  Dotations 
from— Intending  vi«tB  to  Pembioke 
and  Sheemew. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Lucas ;  A.  Mr.  Pl«ty- 
nian,  Feb.  8,  564-566. 

^Btimate*,  References  to,  in  the  Kin^s 
Speech,  Feb.  S,  4. 
Oe.  Earl  Spencer,  Feb.     27 ;  Mr. 
Hardy,  109;  Mr.  G.  Bowles, 
174. 

■Galway  —  Naval  ViMt*  to— Numbers  of 

English  and  Foreign  Cruisers  visiting, 

1903-  4. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Devlin  ;  J.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Fa.  11,  1019. 

Oreenwich  Hotpital,  see  thtU  title. 

'Gun-sights. 

"Ramillies,"  Modernising  sights. 
Q.    Mr.    HarniBworth;   A.  Mr, 
Pretyman,  Feb.  15,  1303. 

"  Venerable,"  Defects  in,  alleged. 
Q.     Mr.   Harmaworth ;    A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Feb.  16,  1303. 

Manoeuvres— Report  for  1903  preaented 
Feb.  S,  59,  91. 

Marine  Works,  Connemara — Date  of  com 
mencing— Executing  without  Delay. 
q.  Mr.  O'Malley  ;  A.  Mr.  Wjnd 
ham,  Feb.  11,  1016. 

Naval  Bases. 

Gaya  Bay — Advisability  of  establish 
ing  Naval  Station  at. 

Q.    Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr  A 
Douglas,  Feb.  16,  1499 

Kosyth — Erection  of  Dwellings  or 
Officers  and  Workpeople. 
Q.   Sir  J.  Leng ;   A.   Mr.  A. 
Lee.  Feb,  16, 1489. 
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Navy— 

Stores  for  Gibraltar— Transport  Cootcaeti 
— Emoloymentof  Special  GonmoMnt 

Vessels. 

Q.  Master  of  Elibank ;  A. 
Mr.  Pretyman,  I'eb.  i. 
332. 

Turret  Guns— System  of  twinnmg  siij 
inch  guns  in  ships  of  "  Coan^ " 
class. 

Q.  Mr.  Yozall ;  A.  Ut.  Pretynaa. 
Feb.  IS,  1195. 

Neath*  Portardawe,  and  Bvynamam  Bail 
way  BUI 

Introduction  of,  in  Hoose  ot  Lords,  FtA.  S, 

183. 

I    IB*  Feb.  8,  66S. 
2a*  Feb.  16, 1453. 

Needham,  Patrick 

Gun  Licence  refused  to — Roason  for  Bs- 
fasal. 

Q.    Dr.  Ambrose ;  A.   Mr.  Wyndbua, 
Fa>.  8, 571-572. 

NetherlandB 

I^nanoe — Report  presented,  Feb.  S,  Si. 
Tiade  Report^Presented.  Feb.  t,  32. 

New  College,  Oxford 

Statntea  made  by  Governing  Bodies,  pre- 
sented. Feb.  S,  72,  103. 

Now  If  embers  Sworn 

Ainsworth,  Mr.  J.  S.,  for  County  of 
Argyll,  Feb,  3,  78. 

Amold-Fcnvter.  Mr.  H.  O.,  for  West 
Diviuon.  BeUaat.  Feb.  S,  77. 

Balcarres,  Lord,  for  North  Lanoashire 
(Chorley  Divisioc),  Feb.  S,  11. 

Coates,  Mr.  G.  F.,  fsr  Boroo^  of  Lewie- 

ham,  Feb.  S,  78. 

Dobbie.  Mr.  J. ,  for  Ayr  Dietrict  Boigli!*, 

Feb.  9,  733. 

EUice,  Capt.  E.  C.  for  St.  Andrews  Dis- 
trict of  Burglis,  Feb.  S,  78. 

Eve,  Mr.  H.  T.,  for  County  of  Deron 
(Ashburton  Division),  Feb.  t,  78. 

Gibbf,  Hon.  A.  G.  H.,  for  Ci^  of  LondoD. 
Feb.  9,  733. 

Hamilton.  Marquess  of,  for  CSty  of  Lcb- 

donderry,  J-eb.  S,  77. 

HHJris,  Mr.  F.  R.,  for  Borough  of  Camber- 
well  (Dulwich  Division).  Feb.  S,  78. 

Hunt,  Mr.  R. ,  for  County  of  Salop  (Lndkiv 

Division)  Feb.  S,  78. 

Johnson,  Mr.  J.,  for  Borough  of  Gates- 
head, Feb.  3, 194. 

Lee,  Mr.  A.  H.,  for  Fareham  Diviaiaa, 
Southampton,  Feb.  t,  79. 

Lyttelton,  Mr.  Alfred,  for  Borough  erf 
Warwick  and  Leamington.  Feb.  £,  77 

M'Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  for  County  of  Leitrim 
(North  Leitrim  Division),  Feb.  £,  78. 

Sheehy,  Mr.  D.,  fcr  .OMmtY  of  M«Ui 
(tiontl^'M6i«fiyDi^y9n)gFM.  S,  7& 


Vol  129.] 


SESSION  1904. 
F^.  2— Jift.  16. 


[New— New 


ITew  Memben  Surom—cont. 

Slack,  Mr.  J.  Jt.,  for  County  of  Hertford 
ahin  (Mid  or  Sfc.  Albana  Division). 
Feb.  IS,  1339. 

Stanley,  Lord,  for  Soath-East  Lancashire 
(Wesbhoughton  Division),  Feb.  £y  17. 

Tillett,  Mr.  L.  J.,  for  City  lA  Morwicli, 
Feb.  78. 

Tuff,  Mr.  Charles,  for  City  of  Kocheeter, 

Feb.  77. 

New  Fean  Introduced 

Bristol,  Bishop  of.  Feb.  g,  5. 

Shnttlewoi  th  Uawthorpe,  Baron, 

Feb.  g,  5. 

New  Biver  Company  Bill 

Introduction  of,   in    House  of  Lords, 

Feb.  S,  184. 
I.  IB.*  Feb.  8,  558. 

New  Sonth  Wales 

Price  of  Commodities — Comparisons  of, 
under  Free  Trade  and  under  Proteo- 
tioo. 

0*.  Sir  J.  Dioksott-Foynder,  FA. 
10,  fl37. 

New  Writs  for  Farliamentaiy  ElectUoui 

Ayr  Burgk^  Feb.  2,  71. 

Belfast,  City  of,  (West  Division).  Fvb.  S, 
74. 

Camberwell,  Borough  of  (Dulwich  Di< 
visioQ),  Feb,  S,  74. 

Devon,  County  of,  (Ash burton  Divisiou), 
fW.  8.  74. 

Gateshead,  Borough  of,  Fth.  S,  74. 

Hertford,  County  of  (Mid.  or  St.  Albane 
Division),  Fdf.  2,  77  ;  Feb.  S,  198. 

Lancashire. 

Noith  (Chorley  Division),  Feb.  2,  74. 

South  East  (WesUioughton  Division), 
Fth.  S,  74. 

Leitrim,  County  of,  (Northern  Division), 

Feb.  2,  74. 

Lewishiun,  Borough  of,  Feb.  t,  J4. 
London,  City  of. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs  to  the 
Speaker,  Feb.  2.  74. 

Motion  [Sir  A.  Acland-Hood]  Feb.  S, 
75 ;  Feb.  3,  194— Amendment 
[Mr.  MacNeiU]  Feb.  S,  195. 

Procedure — Precedents      of  Barou 
Rothschild  and  Sir  S.  Waterlow. 
Os.     Mr.        M-icNeill,  Mr. 
Speaker.  Feb.  2.  75  i  Mr. 
MacNeifl.  Feb.  S.  195 ;  Mr. 
Akers-Donglas,  19& 

Londonderry,  City  of,  Feb.  2,  74. 

Moath,  Cuuoty  of,  (South  Division),  Feb. 
t.  73. 

Korwich,  City  of,  Feb.  t,  74. 

Soeheiter,  City  of,  FOt.  S,  73. 

St.  Andrews  District  Bnrgha,  Fd>.  t,  78. 
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New  Write  for  FarllamentaiT  Blectknu-- 
corU. 

Shropehire,  County  of  (Ludlow  Dividon)< 
Fa>.  2,  74. 

Southampton,  County  of  (Fareham  Divi- 
sion), Feb.  2,  74. 

Warwick  and  Leamington,  Borough  of, 

Feb.  2,  74, 

York,  County  of,  W.   R.  (Normanton 
Division),  Feb.  15,  1339. 

New  Zealand 

Defence  of  the  Empire— Increased  Contri- 
bution towards  the  cost  of  the 
Navy. 

King's  Speech,  Referencea  io, 
Feb.  2,  3. 

Os.  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  S,  9  ;  Earl 
Spencer,  25  ;  Mr.  Hardy,  108. 

Trade  —  Preferential  Tariff  for  British 
Goods— Sanction  of  the  Tj^ps)&- 
tnre. 

King's     Speech,     R^erences  in, 

Feb.  g,  4. 

Ot.  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Feb.  2,  9  ;  Mr. 
Hardy,  108  j  Sir  H.  Vincent, 
158. 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency 
OompanyBiU 

Introduction  of,  la  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  2, 
184. 

I.  IB.*  Feb.  8, 658. 

NewcaeUe  Chapter  (Amendments)  BUI 

I.  IR.*  Feb.  It,  1139. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  Ebuse  of  Lords,  teb.  g, 
184. 

/.  la.»  'Feb.  8,  658. 

Newcaatle-on-Tyne  Corporation  Bill . 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Fth.  S, 
184. 

(.  IH.*  Feb.  8,  557. 
2b.'  Feb.  12, 1137. 

New-chwang 

Customs  —  Administration  by  Maritime 
Customs  Staff  —  Protocol  dedding, 
disregarded  by  Russia — Measures  to 
secure  Observance  of  Protocol. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
Feb.  4,  345. 

Neutralisation   of,    during  the  Russo- 
Japanese  War,  proposed. 

q.  Mr.  J.  Walton ;  A.  Earl  Peray, 

Feb.  15,  1322,  1323. 

Russian  Occupation — Correspondence  re- 
lating to.  Feb.  15,  1258,  1302. 

NewnM,  Sir.  G.  [Swansea  Town] 

Coal  Tax — Interim  Report  from  Com- 
mission on  Coal  Sni 

FA.  16,  1478.  UigitizeJoy' 
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Newton,  Lord 

Ma«edonuui  Criais  —  Kefonu  Proposals, 
Policy  of  the  BritiBh  GoTemment,  etc , 
Feb.  15, 1259,  im 

Newtonn  Stewart,  Oo.  Tyrone 

PoBtmasler,  diamiseal  of— FUlinK  Vacancy. 
Q.   Mr.  Hemphill;  A.   Lord  Stanly, 
Feb.  16,  1476,  1477. 

Nickel  Mines 

Sodbnry  (Ontario)— Future  Cootrol  of. 
D.  Mr.  Korman;  A.    Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Fd>.  4,  326. 

Nigeria 

Annual  Report  for  Northern  and  Southern 
Nigeria  (1902)  presented,  Feb.  £,  54, 
90. 

Mineral  uid  V^etable  Products  of 
Northern  Nigeria— Report  presented, 
Feb.  16.  1453. 

Norfolk,  Earldom  of 

Petition  of  Lord  Mowbray,  Lord  Segrave, 
and  Lord  Stourton  ol  Stourton,  pray- 
ing for  leave  to  lo^  a  supplementary 
case,  Feb.  11, 961. 

Norman,  Mr.  H-  [Wolverhampton,  S.] 

Sudbury,  (Ontario)  Nickel  Mines— Future 

Control  of,  Feb.  4,  32o. 
Tibet  Expedition— Conununications  with 
Russian  Government- Tabling  FaperB, 
Feb.  4,  339. 
Transvaal. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of — 
Amendments  to  Ordinance — Cost 
of  Telegram  containing,  Feb.  16, 
1493,  1494. 
"West  Indies,  Importing  Native  Labour 
from,  Feb.  16, 1492. 

Noimanton 

Parliamentary  By-election— New  "Writ, 
Feb.  15,  1339. 

Nortk  Staffordshire  Railway  Bill 
c.  IR.*  Feb.  4,  316. 

North  and  South  Woolwich  Eleetric  Bail- 
war  Bill 

e.  Ik/  Feb.  4,  316. 
2b.*  Feb.  11,  1008. 

Nwth  Wales  Electric  Power  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb. 

IB  184 
/.  IB.*  Feb.  8,  558. 

North  Western  Electricity  and  Power 
Oas  BiU 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  4,  316. 

Norton,  Captain  a  W.  [Newington,  W.] 
AalesuDd  Biaaater-Delay  in  Despatch  of 

Clothing  and  Food  from  Great  Britain, 

Feb.  4,  333. 
Ex-Soldien  in  the  Portal  Service— Aweas- 

ment  of  Pensions,  Feb.  16, 1494. 
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Norton,  O^vtain  0.  W.—cont. 

Imperial  Bvrviee  Order— Officera  holding- 

5aliltBhingList  io  Azmy  XJst,  propotei  j 
'eb.  16, 1485. 
King's  Speech— Addreffl  in  Answer,  FA. 
4,  417  ;  Feb.  5,  522. 

Malto  and  Gibraltw— Sanitaiy  GonditM 
of  Bairaoks— Offioers'  ReporU  ISOfi, 
1901.  1902  and  1903  —  KemedTiie 
Defects  proposed,  Feb.  16,  1487- 

South  African  War. 

Officers'  Gratoitiea— Delay   in  Vsj- 
ment  of.  Feb.  4,  334. 

Preparations  for,  and  Conduct  of— 
Chantes  against  Ministers,  FA. 

5,522. 

YeoBuuny  —  Establishment  Statistici- 
Training  Return  for  1903,  Feb.  IS, 
1311,  1312. 

Norway 

Aalesnnd  Disaster— Delay  in  Despatch  or 
Clothing  and  Food  from  Great  Briuin. 
Q.     Captain  Norton  i    A.  Mi. 
Pretyman,  FA.  4,  333L 

Norwich,  City  of 

Parliamentary  By-Election,  New  \Vnu 
Fd>.  S,  74 ;  New  Member  swoni,  'S. 

Norwich  Water  Bill 

c.  Feb.  4,  316. 

2b.*  Feb.  15,  1299. 

Nuneaton  and  ChilTers  Ooton  Urbaa 
District  Cooncil  Bill 
Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb. 

?,184. 
/.  IR.'  Feb.  8,  567. 
2r.*  Feb.  IX,  1137. 

Nnrses 

Ireland— Trained  or  qualified  Xniaes,  Ib- 
atitations  competent  to  grant  certi- 
ficates. 

Q.     Mr.  P.   O'Brioo;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  1307. 

Norses  BiU 

c    IB.!*  Feb.  15,  1339. 

Oakengatest  Dawley,  and  Disbict  Joint 
Water  Board  Bill 

Introdnction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  !, 

184 

I.    lE.*  Feb.  8.  557. 
2r.'  Feb.  IS,  1137. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  [Cork] 
Cork  Telegraph  Offiae. 

Heating  of.  Measures  to  improve,  Ftb. 
9,12^1. 

Qualified  Assistants  on  Half-pay— 
Reason  of,  Feb.  11.  1012. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  K-  [Tipperary,  Mid.] 

Labourers,  Irish— Operation  of  exiitiBg 
Acts  of  Parliament  for— Issuing  Be- 
porta  of  Local  Oovemmttnt  Inspertsn, 

FA.  SigSattJ  by^^OOgle 
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0'Bri«n  Ur.  P.  [Kilkmay] 

N'nraes — ImtitntitHi  in  Ireland,  competent 
to  great  OBrtifioetes  to  tndned  or  qoeli- 
Aed  nnraei^  FA.  IS,  1807. 

OOonnor,  Mr. 

Inspeotor  of  Workhonaee,  Irelaud— Qnelifi- 
utions,  Beasooe  for  appoiDtment,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Devlrn  ;  A,  Mr.WyndhMn, 
F^,  15,  1333. 

COomior,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  w.] 

BeUait — Re-velnetioUj  eppealn  aoeinit — 
reeooDB  for  CommiMioner  not  heeringi 

Feb.  IS,  1309. 

Imul  Military  Camp — Contraota  for  'Pro- 
visions  and  Forase— Employment  of 
Local  Tradesmeo,7V&.  4,  3S8. 

Maybriok,  Mre.,  Releaea  of — Conditions, 
Feb.  4,  326. 

Wicklow  M»4istraey— Numbwi  of  Protes- 
tant* and  Roman  CathcAics  appt^ted 
Binc«  1805  -  Total  Numbers  of  each 
holding  present  Appointmente,  Feb.  4, 
302. 

O'Dohertsr,  Mr-  W.  [Donegal,  8.1 

Bonciania  Sewerage  S<^heme  — Caose  of 
Urlay  in  Prooedare  with,  /"eb.  16, 
1482. 

O'Doutdl.  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  S.] 

Island,  Co.  Mayo,  Grazing  Faim  at,  Divi- 
Bion  of,  to  enlarge  adjoining 
Holdings,  Feb.  9,  717. 

Right  of  Way  on — Preventinf;  Police 
Interference  before  Settlemtmt  by 
a  Court  of  Law,  Feb.  9,  718. 

Kailway  Stations,  Ireland — Begnlatiwis 
prohibiting  Police  from  attending — 
Enforcing  of,  Feit.  9,  718. 

ODtnueU.  Mr-  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 

Forranakilla  National  Sohools— Conditioo 
of— Canse  of  Delay  in  Erection  of  New 
Bntldingrt,  Feb.  16.  1406,  1497. 

Magistrates,  Irish— Suspeosioo  of,  for 
signing  warrants  In  Irish  eharacter, 

m.  11, 1032. 

IWIwaye. 

Dini:le— Steps  taken  to  reliere  Bate- 
payers  of  Burden,  Feb.  15,  1828. 

Kerry— Onarantees  for  Harbour  and 
Railway — Steps  taken  to  relieve 
Ratepayers  of  Burden,  FA.  15, 

1328. 

Smervirk  Fishing  Industry — Provision  of 
bettnr  Accommodation,  Fdt.  11, 1032. 

0  Dowd,  Mr.  J-  [Sligo,  S.] 

Developiiieot  Grant  Fund,  Allocation  of, 
Feb.  15,  1334. 

I^tare  Tenants,  Power  of  Parchasing 
an'ler  Irish  Land  Act,  1903.  Feb.  8, 
693. 

Owenniore    River    Floods — Destruction 
aiihwl  by^Dnuning  River  propoMd, 

Fth  6k 
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ODowd.  Mr.  J.— eonf. 

Road  Constraetion  in  Ireland— County 
fend  Diotrict  Council,  Snrcbuged— 
Effect  on  Condition  of  Roads— lupeal 
of  existing  Law,  proposed,  Feb.  11, 
1033. 

O'Eelly  Mr.  J.  [Roeoonunon,  N.] 

Distress  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  Diatribntion 
of  Seed  Potatoes  by  Dismot  CouneilR, 
proposed,  Fe6.  S,  192. 

Land  Qnestion — Compulsory  Purchase- 
Conferring  Powers  on  Congested 
IMstrict  Board  and  Estates  Com- 
missioners, proposed,  Fefr.  S,  193. 

O'MaU^Mr.  W.  [Galway,  Connemara] 

Cvnoemara  Marine  Works — Date  of  oom- 
mencinfr — Carrying  out  without 
further  Delay,  Feb.  11,  1016. 

O'Sbanghnessy,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Limerick,  W.] 

Labonieis*  Cottages  In  Ireland —Granting 
Return  lelative  to,  FA.  4,  355 ;  FA. 

Limeiiek  and  Traleo — Carriage  of  Mails 
between,  Feb.  11, 1012. 

Cost  per  Annum  before  and  after 
Amalgamation  of  Waterford  and 
limerick  Railway  Ca  with  Great 
S.  and  W.  Railway  Ca,  FA.  16, 
1477. 

Irregnlarity  of.  Cause  of,  FA.  4, 366. 

Official  BecratB  Bill-  India 

Memorial  against.  Reply  to— Confining 
Provisions  to  Naval  and  Military 
Secrets. 

Q.  Mr.    H.     Roberts ;    A.  Mr. 
Biodrick,  Feb.  4,  336-337. 

Old  Age  Pensions  BUI 

c.  IR.'  Feb.  5,  485. 

Old  Age  Pensions  (No.  2)  BiU 
c.  IK."  FA.  S,  487, 

Onslow,  Earl  of— Fretident  qf  Ike  Board  o/ 

Agriculture 

Kailway  Rates  on  Milk  and  Agricultural 
Produce,  Feb.  16,  1467. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  2b.,  FA.  16,  1464. 

Transvaal,  Impwtation  of  Chinese  Labour 
to,  Feb.  It,  1163. 

Ontario 

Sudbury  Nickel  Mines — Future  Control  of, 
Q.  Mr.    Norman ;   A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 

Feb.  4,  325. 

Orange  River  Oolony 

Correspondence  relating  to,  Preeenteil, 
Feb.  g,  65  ;  FA.  S.  190. 

Blne-booc — Despatches   from  Lonl 
Milner  not  published  in  eietmto. 
0».  Earl  of  Portaraouth, /"eft  II, 
965.  987 ;  Duke  of  Marl- 
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Onnge  IUtw  Colony—'^'* 

Rulwfty  in — Government  FnTchase  of — 
Amonnt  paid. 
Q.  Mr.  Itnchanan ;  A,  Mr.  Lyttel- 

t(.o,  Feb.  8,  577. 

Sooth  African  War,  Attitude  towards. 
Os.  Mr.  RoliBOn,  Feb.  4,  382,  383,  386 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  418  ;  Sir  C.  Dilke, 
446  ;  Mr.  J.  ChMoberluQ.  466  ;  Sir 
H.  Campbsll-Bannennaii,  Ft  b.  5, 403, 
494;  Mr.  Btodrick.  508. 

Tuift  and  Ratw  upon  food  Btnfb- 
0.  Earl  of  Portsmonth,  F^.  11,  965. 

Ordnance  Factoiiw 

Appropriation  Accounts,  Presented,  Ftb. 
16, 1473. 

Oriel  College,  Oxford 

Statute  made  1^  Goreming  Body,  I*ra- 
■ented,  F^.  «,  72, 103. 

Onnsl^-Qore.    Hr-   S.  F.  [Lincolnshire^ 

Gainsboroaf;!!] 

Volunteer    Artillery,   Ite-armament  of 
Mobile  Batteries,  FOt.  10,  8i3,  846. 

Ottoman  Smpirs 

see  Turkey. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  S,  481. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  Bill 
withdrawn,  Feft.  10,  854. 

OntlawiieB  Bill 

r.  IR.'  Feb.  fg,  81. 

Owemnore  Biver  Floods 

DestructaMi  caused  liy — Draining  Rirer 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 

Feh.8,m. 

Oxford  UniTersity 

Statates  made  1^  Governing  Bodies,  Pre* 
sented,  Feb.  t,  72, 102-108. 

Oxahott  Heath 

Reflation  of— Report  presented,  Feb.  8, 
562 ;  FtA.  9,  TOO. 

Fara 

Trade  Report  presented,  Feb.  t,  98. 
Parcel  Post 

Chile,  Convention  with — Begulatitms,  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  S,  56,  92. 

United  States  and  Hong-Kong,  Convention 
between.  Presented,  Feb.  g,  06,  92. 

Parker,  Sir  O.  [Gravesend] 

Fiscal  PTt>poaals,  Feb.  10,  954 ;  Feb.  11, 
1041. 

PaAs  and  Gardens,  Boyal 

Holyrood  Park— Rule  for.  Presented,  Feb. 
4,324. 

Rules  for.  Presented,  Feb.  4,  306-324. 
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Paxliament 

House  of  Commons. 

CMnmitteee,  tee  thttt  UtU. 

Journal — Sewi<»ial  Order,  Feb.  2-,  SI. 

Xew  Writs,  and  New  Mem  ben  nram. 

eu  those  titlts. 

PUns,  Sale  of.  to  Members. 

Q.    Mr.   H.  Johnstone ;    A.  Lpt-I 
BalcarreH,  F^.  15,  1305. 

Ventilation  of — Progress  of  Work. 
Q.  Mr.  Wylie ;  A.  Lord  Bakane» 

Feb.  5,  47»-474. 

Votes   and   Proceedings  —  niMisiit 
Order,  Feb.  81. 

Witnesses,  Persons  tampering  with— 
Sessional  Ordur,  /Vft,  ^,  80. 

House  of  Lords. 

Committees,  tee  that  title. 

New  Peoa  Intenduoed. 

Bristol.  Bishop  of,  feb.  J,  5. 

Shottleworth  of  Gawthorpe^Bamo. 

Feb.  S,  5. 

Roll  of  the  Lords,  Presented,  Feb.  i,  : 
Feb.  11,  963. 

SatfiisL 

C<dviUe  of  Cnlross,  Visoonnt,  afttr 
the  death  of  his  fatho-.  Fch- 
4,  301. 

Fitzwillism,  Earl,  after  tike  deatli 
of  his  grandfather,  Feh.  t,  5. 

Salislxuy,  Msrquese  of,  aftw  tte 
death  of  his  father,  FA.  S,a, 

Stanley  of  Aldnley,  Lord,  after 
the  death  d  hi*  brother,  FA- 

e,6. 

Wynferd,  Lord,  after  tiie  death  cd' 
his  kinsmau,  /VA.  11, 982. 

Took  the  Oath— RomUly,  Laid.  FA 
11, 961. 

Houses  of. 

Approadiea  to— Searitmal   Order  lu 
Metcopolitaii  Police,  Feb.  £,  81. 

Opening  of— King's  Speech,  tee  tkeU  titie. 
Parliamentary  Constituencies 

Number  of  ElecLom  on  Register,  P(^Ktlata<n 
and  Inhabited  Houses  in  each  Consti- 
taeney— Address  for  Return,  Itb.  3, 
191. 

Parliamentary  Elections 

By 'Elections,  Results  of—"  WritiuK  on  the 
Wall'' 

O.   Sir  H.  Fuwier,  Feb  9,  76SL 

Members  returned  for  two  oe  men  plaices— 

Procedure,  Feb.  g,  78. 

New  Writs,  and  New  Members  sworn, «' 

fAow  tities. 

Peers'  Interference — Sessional  Order  «ihI 
Motion,  Feb.  g,  78. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mr.  G.  Bowie*. 
Mr.  Akers.Dooala.'uJPeA.  e,79. 
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Partington,  Ur.  0.  [Derl^hin,  High  Peak] 
Shipment  of  Stores  to  Gitealtaiv-AdviM- 
iSHoing  fneh  Ta^WB»  Fei.  tO^ 

PftMdTe  BeBisters 

Magistrates'  Directions  to  place,  in  Pri- 
soner's Dock— Illegality  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Ohaoniog;  ^.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  FOi.  4,  8K7. 

Patriotic  Fund 

Report  of  Jtoyal  Commisriooers  presented, 

Feb.  S,  64,  91. 

Panlton,  Mr.  J.  M.  [Durham,  Bishop  Auck- 
land] 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb, 
S,  IfiS. 

Paumn 

Namber  of,  relieved  on  1st  of  Jon.  and  1st 
of  July  1901— Stotonent  ordered,  Feb. 
IS,  1502. 

Removal  of,  from  England  to  Soottaad— 
Alkiwing  Right  of  Appeal  to  Scotland. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Cross;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Feb.  10,  843-844. 

Pearson's  Ohristmas  Extra 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  disregarded  in  the 
Pablication  of  "Taking  Action  against 
the  Publishers. 
Q,   Mr.  Labouchere;  A.   Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Feb.  4,  348. 

Pease,  Mr.  H-  P.  [DarUngton.] 

Fiscal  PropoHils,  Feb,  8,  703 ;  F^  0,  735. 

Pease,  Mr-  3.  A.  [Essex.  Saffron  Walden] 

Cooco  Free  State— Alleged  Atrocities — 
Meaanres  Taken  by  Government  to 
enforce  Brussels  Act,  1890,  Feb.  5, 470. 

Convicts — Number  of,  1849  to  186S,  and 
1899  to  1903,  with  average  per  1,000  of 
the  PopoIaUon— Pn^rtion  tA  Old 
Oaendera,  Fa.  5, 475. 

ExpwtB  from  France  and  Great  Britain— 
^tatbties  for  1849-53,  and  1899-1003, 
Feb.  5,  476-477. 

Import  Tariffin  Great  Britun,  U.S.A., 
uid  Continental  Conntriea— Articles 
charged  with  Duty,  Feb,  S,  477. 

Tianevaal,  Importation  of  Chioese  Labour 
to— Amendments  to  Ordinance — Lay- 
ing reasons  for,  before  the  Honae, 
FSt.  11, 1028. 

Peers 

New  Peers  introduced,  see  that  tit'e. 

I*arliamentary  Elections,  Interfereiice  at 
Sessional  Order  and  Motion,  Feb.  2, 
78. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mr.  G.  Bow'es, 
Mr.  AkerS'Donglaa,  FA.  3,  79. 

Penal  Berritnde  Acts 

(^nditionat  Licences  granted,  Ft^,  S,  67, 
99;  Feb.  i/,  903,  1009. 
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Pensions 

Digby,  Sir  K.  E.  —Treasury  Minute  award- 
ing special  pension,  F^.  8,  70,  95. 
ExiSoldiers  in  the  Postal  Service,  ot 

Capt.  Norton;  A.  Lord  Stanley. 

Feb.  16,  1494. 

Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions  —  Supple- 
menting from  Naval  Funds — Order  iu 
Council  presented,  Feb.  S,  66,  104. 

Irish  Constabulary  Pensions — Names,  of 
Peiuioners—Ketnm  presented,  F^.  S, 

Percy,  Earl-Under  Secretary  for  Fordgn 
Affairs  [Kensington,  S.] 

AfriciL  British  Central  —  Chitomo  and 
Blantyre  Railway— Construction  of, 
Feb.  11,  1017,  1027. 

Bush  ire  Incident 

Action  of  Lord  Cnrzon,  Feb.  10,  851. 

Ceremonial  arranged  —  Tabling  of 
Papei-a,  Ffb.  3,  103-194. 

China. 

Canton-Kowloon  Railway— Progress 
of,  Feb.  10,  852. 

Manchuria  —  Rusaian  Evacuation- 
Representations  by  the  British 
Government,  Feb.  15,  1323. 

Mukden,  Antuug  and  Tatungkau  - 
Appointment  of  British  Consuls 
at,  Feb  16,  U7S. 

New-ohwang 

Customs  Administration  —  Mea* 
aares  to  effect  Rossian 
Observance  of  Protocol  re- 
garding, Feb.  4,  345. 

Neutralisation  of,  during  the 
RuBso-Japanese  War,  pro- 
posed, Feb.  15,  1323. 

Port  Arthur,  RoasiaD  Tonnage  Dues 
at — CtHURilar  Report  on,  Feb.  16, 
1478. 

Rulways— British  Bondholders'  In- 
terests —  Arnmeements    aa  to 

Safeguarding,  Feb.  15, 1323. 

Chincha  Islands — Importation  of  Chinese 
Lalwur — Tabling  Papers,  Feb.  4,  346. 

Commercial  Treaty  Rights,  Maintaining 
and  Extending,  FA.  8,  615. 

Congo  Free  State. 

Administration  of— Presenting  Report 
and  Correspondence,  Fe6.  4,  343. 

Atrocities,  Alleged,  in  —  Obtaining 
Official  ^nfinnation  of  Rev.  'i  . 
H.  Weeks'  Statements,  Feb.  4, 
329. 

German  Retaliatory  Taiiff  on  Canadian 
Goods — Progre**  of  Negotiati(MU  for 
ahuidtming— Tabling  Papers,  Fth.  8, 
579. 

King's  Speech — ^Addrem  in  Answer,  Feb.  4, 
363,  872 ;  Feb.  8, 600,  615. 

Korea— Mining  Interests  of  British  and 
American  Companies  in— Steps  taken 

to  Protect,  Fa.  ^,timy  Googre 
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Percy,  Bnl—cont. 
Macedonian  Criris. 

Bulgaria  and  Senia— Intentions  oS, 
Feb.  4,  314 ;  Feb.  10,  860, 

Conference— Calling  a  Conference  to 
Settle  a  Form  of  Government, 

Feb.  i0,850. 
Policy  of  the  GoYemment— State- 
ment, Fd>,  4,  363-37). 

Ministriea  of  Commerce,  Foreign — Con- 
stitntion  and  Functions — Laying 
Reports  on  the  Table,  fei.  5.  476. 

Russo-Japanese  Crisis— Progreas  of  Nego- 
tiations, Feb.  4,  344. 

Soudan—Govemment  Appointments  in — 
Educational  Tests  for,  Feb.  10,  851. 

Tariff  wars  on  the  Continent,  Causes  and 
effects  of— Tabling  Papers,  Feb.  4, 329. 

Tibet  Expedition— Communication  with 
Rusflian  Government, — rabing  F«peis, 
Feb.  4,  339. 

Trade  "  Comers  " — International  Agree- 
ment to  restrain— Communications, 
vith  United  States  Government,  Feb. 
5,  476. 

Transvaal. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of 

Chinese  Government— Obtaining 
views  of,  on  proposed  Regu- 
lations with  regard  to,  teb. 
11, 1017,  1024. 

Ordinance — Assent  of  Chinese 
Government,  F^.  16,  1494. 

Recruiting — Consent  of  the  Chi- 
nese Government,  Feb,  X6, 
1323,  1324. 

Central  African  Nfttivee,  Importatitm 
of 

Mortality  among  Natives — pro- 
hibiting further  Recroiting, 
Feb.  4.  343. 

Number  of  Natives  employed — 
Nature  of  engagement — Rate 
of  Pay,  /'eft.  10,  861. 

Recruiting,  Conditioni  of,  fefr.  15. 
1324 

Prasia 

British  Consular  Representatives  in.  Facil- 
ities for  acquiring  special  knoivledge, 
steps  taken  by  the  Government  to 
grant.  * 
Oa.    Mr.  J.  Walton,  feb.  8,  603 

British   Trade  with— Comparimn  with 
Russian  Trade— Statistics. 
0.    Earl  Percy.  Feb.  8^  619. 

Boshire  Incident 

Ceremonial  anuiged — Tabling  of  Pa- 
pers. 

Q.   Mr.  Bowles;  A.   Earl  Percy, 
Feb.  S,  193-194. 

Reception  of  Lord  Cunon— Creation 
of  a  Precedent. 

Q.     Mr.   Bowles ;    A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  10, 861. 
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3Yad«  B«pMt  —  PKsented.  A*  SI 
Treaty  witb^  Nature  ^ 

O.   Mr.  J.  W&k«n,  Feb.  8,  013 ;  br> 

Psrn 

Cfaincha  Islands— Chinese  Labomas  m 
pcffted  to  work  on  Goano  XkmttalM 
nadfl  forbidden  by  British  GotesB- 
ment — Tabling  Papers. 

Q.   Mr.    Laboaehere ;     A.  Esd 
Percy,  Feb.  4,  345-346l 

Chinese  Labour  imported  in  1855— Fk«teM» 
by  the  British  Govunment. 

0:    Mr.  Laboachere,  Feb  16,  ISSL 

Trade  Beport-Pressmted,  SB. 
Peterliead  Hatbovr 

Works  at,  Reports  roapectil^  xmrntaM, 

Fa>,g,m,m. 
Petitions 

Public   Select  Committee  noniiiiated.  FA. 
IS,  1451. 

Phinaacy 

Ireland  —  Order  in   Council  Ai^nFriie 
Begnlation  made  by  FliannaeevticH 

SoCTety,  Feb.  g,  67,  lOa 

Pickl*  and  Jam  Tra4e 

Number  of  Fersoiu  em|4oyed  in  1891  aad 
1901— Statistics. 
0.    Mr.  Chnrchin,  M.    10,  91* 


Piers  and  Harbonrt 

Arklow  Harbour,  Condition  of — Report  of 
Board  of  Works  Engineer,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Cogan  -.A.  Mr.  WyndfaaK, 
Feb.  IS,  1331. 

PUotage 

Glonceeter  and  Bnntislaod — -Orden  ii 
Council  oonfirmiuK  Bye-laws  P  r 
sented,  Feb.  S,  66,  103. 

Returns  relating  to,  Presented  Feb.  8,  NB: 
Feb.  11,  064. 

Plague 

Bnbonic — Hong-Kong,  Meraoraodna 
Treatment  at^  Pnsented,  Feb.  t,  % 
90. 

Plate  Glass  Industry 

Belgian  Competition,  Effect  od  the  Btilkk 
MarktT 
0».  Mr.  Monltm,  Mr.  G.  Boicam, 
Feb.  9,  816. 

PlmnUsg 

Lead  Pois>ming — Number  of  I>eatbs  iran. 
iu  1903 — Introducing  LegislatioB. 
g.  Mr.  Coghili;.(4.  M..  A.  Doofilu. 
Feb.  16,  1495  141 6. 

Flununer,  Hr-  W-  B.  [Newcaetle-oa-'I>wl 
Kiig'e  Sp«-ecl>— A<ld>e88  ii>  Ai.saer, /iL 
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Pljniunrth  OttifonttsB  BUI 

«.  1R.»  Feb.  4,  317. 

Plymoixth  and  North   Hwm  Direct 
BaUway  (AtaadMiwrt*  BUI 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  4,  SIX 

BiU  wishdrawn,  FOi.  IS,  ISOIl 

Polio* 

Indian  —  Comnuttoe  Report  —  D«te  of 
Flaidng  before  Pu-liaineDt — Natare  of 
RecommeDdations. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
riclc.  Feb.  16,  1489-149a 

Irishi  «M  Constabnlaiy,  Rogral  Iriah. 

HetoDpoUtaiit  <m  Metropolitan  FoKoe. 

Pfdiey  of  tiw  Chmmmont 

Cami^ieU-BuineniiaD,  Sir  H.,  attack  of, 
Feb.  S,  m 
Ob.  BIr.  A.  Cbamberlun,  iVfr.  f, 
149 ;  Mr.  a.  BowIm.  171. 

Polling    Arrangementa  (ParlianMntary 
BoTOQchB)  Bill 

L  ls.«Ab.  i^,  118& 

Polling  Districts  (Oonnty  OooneUs)  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  ISt  1138. 

Pom-poms 

Biituh-made,  SnppUed  to  Boera— Nnmbtr 
and  Date  of  Bnpplj. 
Q.  Mr.  F.Wiboii;  A.  Mr.  Arnold. 
FoTBter,  F^.  4,  83S. 

Poor-Law  ChildrMi 

Scotliuid — Boarding-oat  B^stem — Appoint- 
■   *'   '  Ii 


ment  of  Lady  ioBpectors,  pro[ 
Q.  Mr.  Tennanc;  A.  Ur.  A.  G. 
Mnrray,  Feb.  16, 180S. 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Act,  1903 

Draft  Rules  Presented,  Feb.  11,  963, 
1009. 

Port  Arthur 

Bnman  Tonnage  Does  at— Consolar  Re- 
port on. 

Q.  Mr.  Moon  ;  A.  Bail  Peny,  Ftb. 
16,  1478, 

Port  of  London  Bill 

Intention  to  proceed  with. 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  Bnxton,  Sir  F.  D.  Hartland ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Feb.  8,  597. 

OnussioD  of  reference  to,  in  the  King's 
Speech. 
Oa.  Mr.  Hardy.  Feb.  S,  118. 

Portmadoe.  Boddgelert,  and  Sonth  Saow- 
don  Bail  way 

Ibitmdnetion  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t, 
184. 

<.  IB.*  Ftb,  8, 5SS. 

Portmen^  Earl  of 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  CSunese  Labour  , 
to,  987,093,  Ml  I 


Portugal 

Frontier    delimitatioa   in  Soath  •  West 
Africa  and  Barobteland — Agreement 
as  to  settlement  bv  ArbitratioiL 
King's  Speech,  BeCerencas  in,  Feb. 

0».  Lord  Hylton,  FOt,  2y  14. 

Impart  DnUes  on  Cotton  Ooods— Pio- 
piMed  Increase — Importance  to  Lanea- 
shire  Exporters  —  Proposed  BiiUsh 
-  Protest,  /«&.  11,  lOia 
Trade  Repni  Presented,  Feb.  S,  5&. 

Post  OAoe 

Pottmatter  -  General  —  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Stanley. 

Denmark,  Convention  with — Agreement 
Pieeented,  Feb.  t,  64,  80. 

Ex-Soldiers  in  the  Postal  Service— Aswks- 
ing  Pensions  of. 
Q.  C«>t.  Norton  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  16, 1494. 

Indian  and  Australian  Mails  —  Delay  in 
Delivery  of  Newspapers  and  Book 
MaJbter— According  the  same  prompti- 
tude as  is  bestowed  on  the  American 
Mails. 

Sir  S.  Ki^  {  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
FA,  8,  908. 

Ireland. 

Audit,  Clorioal  and  Printing  Work — 
Carrying  out,  in  Ireland. 
Q.  Mr  Field  ;  A .  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  4,  357. 

BeUast. 

Kin^Mr,  Promotion  to  rank  of 
Clark,  and  retention  ef  place 
aa  list  of  officers  selected  to 
perform  clerk-in -charge  work. 
V.  Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  FA.  19,  1195. 

Rerlnoo. 
Q.   Mr.  Sloan        Lord  Stan- 
ley,        10,  843. 

Sams  lost  at  Mtmey  Order  Counter 
—Safeguarding  Interests  of 
Counter  Clerks. 

Mr.  Sloan;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb.  8,  696- 
597. 

Corry,  Westmeath— Memorial  asking 
lor  Establishment  of  Poit  Office 
at— Question  of  Compliance  with. 
Q.    Mr.  Hay  den;   A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb.  4,  356. 

Ennisoorthy  Office — Coal  Supply  to- 
Calling  for  Correspondence  be- 
tween Messrs  Donohoe  Ltd.  and 
the  Postal  Authorities, 
Q.   Sir  T.  Esmonde;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  FA.  11, 1012: 

Umerick^  West — Irrwnlarity  of  Mail 
Semoe— Cause  oi. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,        4,  S^^7. 

Limerick  and  Tralee,  Carriage  of  Mails 
between. 

\<mL 


Fob-  Pre] 

FostOfSce-w>»/. 

■  Ireland — eont.  ' 

Limerick  and  Tmlee— tow*. 

Coat  per  Annum  before  and  after 
Atnalgamation  of  Waterford 
and  Limerick  Rlwy.  Co.  with 
(Jreat  S.  &  W.  Rlwy.  Ca 
Q.     Mr.    O'ShauKhneasy ; 
A,  Lord  Stanley,  Feb. 
16, 1477-1478. 

Longford. 

Auxiliary  Postmen— Appointment 
on  »t»Gf  of  Town  Letter  oar- 
rien  pTopoBed. 
Q.   Jdi,  J.  P.  FarreU ;  A. 
Mr.  V.  CaTendiBh, 
II,  lOSO. 

Horse  Haulage  for  Mails,  Supply 
of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU  ;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb.  4,  350. 

Newtoun  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone— Dis- 
missal of  Postmaster —Filling 
Vacancy. 

Q.    Mr.  HemphUl;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb.  10, 147tm477. 
Jerusalem,  Arrangements  aa  to  delivery  of 
Mail  to  British  reeideots, 
Q.   Mr  YoxaU;  A.   Earl  Pferoy, 

Mail  Service,  see  tfiat  title. 

Money  Orders— Statutory  Rules  and  Or- 
ders presented.  Fel>.  4  306,  323. 
Parcel  Post,  see  that  title. 
Postmen,  vee  that  tiUe. 
Savings  Banks,  see  that  title. 
Tdegraph  Service,  tec  that  title. 

PostBUStar-Oeneral 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Stan/et/. 

Pottmaa 

(Compassionate  gratuities  for  nnestablished 

Postmen,  discharged  through  ill-hsalth 

mnkmc  provision  for. 

Q.    Mr.  Scares;^.  LordSttnley. 

Feb.  9,  726-727.  ' 

Pay  of  Rural  Postmen,  in  Devon,  who  have 
served  m  the  Army. 

Q.   Mr  Scapes;^.    Lord  Stanley. 

Feb  9,  726.  " 

Potatoes 

Early  —  Board  of   Agriculture  Experi- 
ments—Reduqed  l&tes  '  for  Carnage 

Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 

Feb.  590. 

Seed,  Distribution  of. 

Q.   Mr.   T.   0.  Kelly  ;    A.  Mr 
Wyndham,  Feb.  J,  192. 

Castlerea,  Rural  District  CounoU- 
Besolutions  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Hay  den  ;  .^4.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  rf,  354.  J  f 

Pottery  Trade. 

^ee-  China  and  Earthenware. 
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Power  Mr.  P.  J.  [Watwrford,  E.] 

King's  Speeoh— AddreM  in  Aaawer,  FA  t  ' 

281. 

Pteforential  Ttaift- 

See  oodor  Fiscal  Policy. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agik  Bltte 

Start  tffOn^. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Edncntion 

Marqtiesa  of  LonthwUrry. 

President  of  the  Boazd  of  Trade 

Mr.  QertOd  W,  Ikdfow. 

President  of  the   Local   flni  mm\ 

Board 

Mr.  WaUer  H.  Long. 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tnunw^ys  BQL 

Bitrodncfcion  of,    in    House    of  Lank 

Feb  S,  184. 
/.    1  E."  Feb.  8,  557. 
2  E'  Feb.  15,  1257. 

Preston,  Ohorley  and  Horwich  Tramvan 
BiU. 

Introduction   of,   in  Honxe    of  LocdL 

Feb.  g,  184. 
/.    1  R'  Feb.  8,  667. 
Referred  to  Examiners^  Feb.  SOSL 

Preston  Oorporatiozi  Water  BUI 

Introdnotion  of,  in  House  <tf  Lwds.  Feb.  t 
184. 

I.  I  R*   Feb.  8,  557. 
2  R*   Feb.  12,  1137. 

Preston^^^^am  Tramways  and  Tras- 

Introdnotion  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb. 
184. 

Pre^man,  Oapt  £.  Q.—Secntmy  to  tit 
AdmiraUj/  [Suffolk.  Woodbridge}. 

Aalesnnd  Disaster— Delay  in  Domed  <rf 
Clothing  and  Food  from  Great  whaiiu 

Amxmr  plate  for  Battleships,  delay  m  £>- 
tribntioa  ai  racers,  allegad,  FeL  1.', 

"Centarion,"  H.M.S.— Defeofeim  Gna 
Sights  of— Steps  to  Bactify.  F«k  9, 

.    721-722.  ^ 

Coaling  Station  in  South  WalM— Com- 
ment Aooeptance  of  OSar,  KkU. 

loao. 

Contraots  to  the  AdminHy — Pbetac 
Names  of  Successfnl  Tmdimn  — 
Reason  for  Disoontlnoaneeof  Psaetiee: 
Feb.  ff.  721. 

Dockyard— Visits  of  Admiralty  Boaid  to 
—Intending  visits  to  PNubite  aiti 

Sheerness,  Feb.  8,  666. 

Galway— Naval   Visits  to— Number  of 
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Fretyman,  Oapt.  E.  Q.—coiif. 

Gibraltar^  Shipmrat  of  Stores  to— Advisa- 
Inlity  of  ianiing  fresh  Tenders,  Fd>.  10, 
849. 

Gibraltar  and  Malta,  Transport  of  Stores  to 
—  Contracts  for  —  EmpIoTment  of 
Special  GoTernment  Veseeu,  Feb.  i, 
332. 

Turret  guns,  system  of  Twinning  six-inch 
(runs  in  f hips  of  "  Connty "  Class, 
Feb,  15,  119S. 

"  Venerable,"  H.M.S.  and  H.M.S. 
"  Ramillies  "  Condition  of  Gnn  ngfats, 
Feb.  IS,  1303. 

Prevention  of  Pollntion  of  BivoiB  and 
Bfenuns  BUI 

r.  IR.*  Feb.  5,  484. 

PrinuuT  Education.  Inland 

see  Education— Ireland. 

Piime  Hinister 

xVr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

Pxisonen 

Poor  prisoners— draft  rules  nnder  Act  of 
im  presented.  Feb.  11, 963.  1009. 

PriBonB 

Itarbadoe^— Vaccination  of  Priaoners— 
Rule  presented.  Feb.  65  ;  Feb.  S, 
190. 

Convict  Prisons. 

Ireland — Deputy  (iovomor  special 
Qualifications— Treasury  Minute 
presented,  Feb.  3,  70,  95. 

Report  (190-2-1903}  presented,  Feb. 
57,  84. 

Ireland. 

Limerick  female  prison.  Dismissal  of 
Dr.  J.  Holmes,  Reasons  for— 
Compensation    Allowanoe  pro- 


Qg.     Mr.  Joyce ;     At.  Mr. 
Wyndbam,  Feb.  15, 1835. 

Recognisances,  taking  of,  by  Gover- 
nors-rule presented,  /w.  It,  963. 
Military— Report  for  1908  preMnted,  Feb. 

S,  5S,  91. 

Report  (19(6-1903)  presented,  Fe6.  S,  57, 
84. 

8cjtUuid~KirkGaldv  appointed  a  Legal 
Prison  for  detention  of  nntneil 
Prisonern  —  Role  presented,  Feb,  S, 

71,  m. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts— Rule  under- 
Section  29  as  to  the  taking  of  Recog- 
nisances by  the  Governor  of  a  Prison, 
presented,  Felt.  9,  718. 

Private  Ledilation  Fncednn  [Scotland] 

Commisnoners,  Paiiiamentary  Panel- 
Members  appointed,  Feb.  IS,  1500. 

^visional  Order  Bills  having  the  Cha- 
racter of  Private  Bills— Application  of 
Section  16  of  the  Act  to,  Feb.  9,  709, 
718. 

87 


Private  LegiBlation  Procednie  (Wales)  BiU 

c.  1R.»  FebS,iM. 

Privileges  Committee 

Appointment  of— Sessional  Order,  Feb.  S, 
51,  81. 

Prize  Honey 

Army- Acconnta  of  Receipts  and  Expen- 
diture of  Coromissionera  of  Chelsea 
Hospital,  p  esenled,  Feb.  IG,  14M, 
1473. 

FrosecntionB  by  the  Treasnry 

Power  of  the  Attorney-General  to  in 
motion  the  Director  of  PubUo 
PrownDdonv,  State  of  the  Law, 
etc.— Case  of  the  London  and 
Globe  Finuoe  Corporation. 

Statement  [Sir  R.  FinUyl       S,  IB»- 
167. 

Protection  V.  Fne  Trade 

Fisoal  Policy. 

Provisional  Order  Bills 

Application  of  Section  16  of  Private  Legis- 
lation l*rocedure  (Scotland)  Act  to, 
bavins  the  Character  of  Private  Bills, 
Feb.  9,  709,  713i 

Public  Boildings  Expenses  Act.  1888 

Consols  bougiit  and  soM  under,  Account  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Coheu  ,  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  8,  567. 

Public  Idbiaries  Acta  (Extension)  Bill 

e.  IR.*  FA.  It,  12B6. 

Public  labraries  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  15,  1340. 

Public  PoUtlons 

Select  Committee  nominated,  FA.  15, 14S1. 

PnbUo  Records 
tee  Records. 

Public  Tmstoe  BiU 

C.  IR.'  Feb.  5,  486. 

Purchase  of  Land  (Enfland  and  Wales) 
BiU 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  Hi,  1500. 

Quarries 

Labour  and  Output— General  Hepoit  and 
Statistics  for  1902  presented,  f  e».  9, 

55,  83. 

Qiuir|^^u]c  Brierley  HiU  and  Bowley 

Liglit  Railway  Order— Presented  Feb.  6, 
471. 

Queen's  OoUege,  Oalway 
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QnUter,  Ur  W-  a  [Suffolk,  8»4bai7l 

Beer— Deletitrioas  Safastanow  in  lluia- 
fictara  of— fixing  SUmltrd  of  Parity, 
Feb.  4,  327. 

BadeUflii  TnmwiyB  and  Improreittnt 
BUI 

e.  IR*.  Feb.  4,  817- 
Feb.  9,711. 

BiUmyg 

Aoddflnto. 

Prevention  of— Steps  taken  by  Boud 
of  Trade. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  KIlie;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfuar  ;  Feb.     fiSS,  584. 

Retara  of  CasnaRies  and  Aoddenta 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
during  nino  nionthi  ended  Sept. 
30,  1903,  preranted.  Feb.  4,  322, 

323,  Feb.  11.  962. 

Africa,  South,  in— Government  Parcha»e 
(rf — A  meant  paid. 
Q.  Mr.  Baebanao  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Feb.  8,  677. 

Baaarie  to  Mallaig  —  Aanoal  Report, 
1902-1903,  preaented.  Ftb  X,  71,  101, 
102. 

British  Central  Afr'ca  —  Chiromo  and 
Blantyre— WsshinKaway  of  Embank- 
meat — Coat  per  Mile  of  Contract. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  £arl  Percy,  Feb. 
11,  1017, 1027. 

Continnoue  Brakes— Retnrn  presented, 

Feb.  S,  6*.  86: 

China. 

Bondholders,  Britinh,  Arrangements 
as  to  Intw«st8  of 

O.    Mr.  J.  Walton;   A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  15, 1323. 

Canton-Kowioon  Railway  —  Progress 
of. 

Q.  Mr.Weipj.^.  Karl  Perev, 
Feb.  10,  852. 

Concemions  to  Britain,  Ftdlnre  to 
ratify. 

0.  Mr.  J.  Walton.  Feb.  8,  607; 
Earl  Percy,  619. 

Preferential  Rates,  Participation  of 
Gre«t  Biitain  in, 
O.  Mr.  J.  Walton  FA.  8,  609. 
Fiscal  Proposals,  effect  of. 
Or.  Mr.  ^11,  FA.  It,  1S06;  Mr.  Ren- 
vriok,  1235. 

India,  M«  that  title. 
Irelawl. 

Dingle— Steps  taken  to  relieve  rate- 
payere  of  burden. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndhaai,/V&.i5,  1328. 

Kerry— Guarantees  for  Harbour  and 
ftatlvay— Steps  taken  to  relieve 
ItatepaVen  of  Burden. 
Qs.  Mr.   T.    O'Donnell,  Mr. 
Flavin  ;   A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
li%m,  Feb.  10,  1328, 1S29. 
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Baihn7»-aM<- 

Irdand—eoirfL 

R^ee,  Radnced,  for  the  Carriace  « 
wrly  Potatoes  growa  in  oanner- 
tion  with  the  Board  of  Acneol- 
tnre  experiments. 
O.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd 
bam,  Feb.  S,  S90. 

Vic-  res&l  ComnussioD  to  iwalAte. 
Q.  Mr.  rteld ;  A.  Mr.  WyndlM. 

Fdf.  10,  853. 

Stations  —  R^latimis  prohihitiay 
Police  from  attending — EnfMcnp 
of — Granting  Retara  relatnv  to. 
Mr.  J.  O'Donnell:  A.  Mr. 
Wyndhmm,  FA.  9,  7l«-7I8L 

Statistics— Report  for  1902  priiiteA. 

FA.  S,  57,  88. 

Light-  Railwavs — Orders  preaeoted. 
FA.  e,  62-03,  84.A5 ;  Feb.  5,  471. 

Kates. 

Agriculeure,  He  that  title. 

mat,  eee  that  taU. 

Scotland— Banavie  to  MaUaig— Report  as 
to  oondition  and  wwking  of,  praMtei 
FA.  S,  71, 101. 

Tube  Railways,  London— Inspeetaon 
Board  of  Trade— Precaations  acsdnac 

Risks  from  Fire. 
q.    Sir  T.  Dewar  ;   A.   Mr.  G  Bal- 
four, FA.  8.  5S6-587. 

Bailways  (Piivata  Sidings)  BiU 
«.  IB*  jV6.  5,480. 

"BMnilUM^  H.Ha 

Gun  sights,  inodemieiDg. 

<i.   Mr.  HarmswoTth  ;  A.   Mr.  n«ty- 
uian.  Feb.  15,  1303. 

Banugftte 

Harbour  R^c^pte  and  Payments -Accoua 
preiented,  FA.  g,  101  ;  FA.  4,  903. 

Bandies,   Hr-  J.  S-  [Cumberland,  Cocker- 
mouth] 

Fiscal  Propoaabt,  Feb.  10,  881, 

Baacha  Sir  Oarne  [Essex,  Chelmsford] 

Cavalry  Officers— Issue  of  Saddlery  to— 
'  Committee  ReeommwtdaUon— iDdian 
OfScert,  FA.  4,  334,  335, 

Condemned  War  Office  Fon^  supplied  by 
Prentia — Steps  to  recover  Loes  on— 
Underwood  the  real  Ctmtractor,  FA. 
16,  1483. 

Dental  Surgeons— Appointment  to  Vim 
Army  Corps,  FA.  16,  1483. 

Essex  Regiment,  2i>d— Home  Service  for, 
FA.  4,  335. 

Kiag*e^8geeoh— Address  in  Answv, 

South  African  War,  Preparations  lor  and 
Conduct  of  ^Cbara^  againstMiniiten, 
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Bates 

Ireland— Dmte  of  Golleetion,  altontion  in, 

^'^^Mr.  Ff renoh  ;  A.  Mr.Wyndham, 
Feb.  IS,  1806. 

Bathdnun 

Land  caseB,  number  decided,  total  amoont 
of  first  term  rmtm,  eto. 
Q.  Mr.  Cogan;  A.  BIr.  Wyndham, 

Baa.  Ifr.  B.  [Oloneeater] 

FlKial  FropoMle,  Feb.  IS,  140A,  IMS. 

Pablioati<m  of  CharU  wepared  Ux  St. 
Louie  Exbibitimi.  J^.  8, 484. 

King's  Speech— Addrew  in  Analrar,  Feb. 
tS,  1404,  140S 

Bwading  Corporation  Bill 

c.  iR*  Feb.  4.  317. 
2b*  Feb.  9,  711. 

Beeonb 

Colmial  Office — Dooanwnfai  of  not  safficient 
Valae  to  jutify  prewrvation — 
Schedule  presented.  Ft^.  £,  67.  106. 

Disposal  of  Dooumwts— Addition^  Kule 
presented,  Feb.  2,  106. 

Recruits  and  Eecmiting 

we  Army 

Bedmond,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Waterford} 

Devdopmmt  Gnuit  Fond,  AllooaUon  of, 
Feb.  15, 1334. 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  IS,  14S1. 
Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  Demand  for,  FA. 
S,  190-203,  218-230. 

Industries  of  Ireland  mined  by  the  British 
Parliament,  Feb.  15, 1422, 1^. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb, 
B,  199,  2S4  ;  Feb.  15,  1421. 

Queen's  CoU«;e,  Belfast— Claim  for  addic- 
ional  i^i^wraent — Laying  Letter 
from  President  of  Univerdity  College, 
Dublin,  on  the  Table,  Feb.  11, 1033. 

Univvsity  Education,  Ireland,  Neoesn^ 

for,  Feb.  3,  207. 

Bedmond,  Mr-  W.  H-  K.  [Clare,  E.] 
Home  Role  for  Ireland,  Demand  t<x, 
J,  288. 

KOkee,  SanitaUm  <rf— Committee  Re- 
port—Holding a  Seoond  Inqniiy,  FA. 
IS,  1497. 

KUrnsh,  Co.  Clare — Claims  of,  as  a  Fort  of 
Call  for  Canadian  Mul  Berrice,  FA. 

Tobacco  growing  in  Ireland— Encourage- 
ment of,  FA.  8,  680. 

Toariett  Routes  in  Ireland — Coach  and 
Steamer  Services— DisoonUunanoe  of 
Subsidy,  FA,  8,  501. 

TransToal,  Impmtation  of  ChiiWM  Labour 
to— FacitiUee  for  Diacnssimi  in  the 
Hotue,  FA.  IS,  1338. 

Uoiversity  Eilneation,  Queetioo  of,  FA.  S, 
28S. 

«9 


Bflformatory  and  Industrial  School! 

Reuort  for  1902  presented,  Feb.  t,  57,  81, 
88. 

B«tisfeEati€n  of  0Inb8  (Irelaad)  Bill 

e.  In*  FA.  5,  482. 

Bagistiy  OffieeB  for  SerrantB 

Charges  to  Applicants  for  Em|4oyment. 
Regulation  of — ^Lutrodocing  Legisla- 
tion. 

Q.  Mr.  Bolaod;  A.  Mr.  A.  DongUi, 

FA.  5,682. 

Bftid,  Sir  B.  T-  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

FiKial  Froponls,  FA.  $,  7^. 

KiiUE*B  Speech— Address  In  Answer,  A&.  3, 
-^6S ;  FA.  9,  742. 

Transraal- ImportatiM  of  Chinese 
Labour  to— Circulating  Official  Copy 
of  Ordinance,  FA  9, 731, 

Benwiek,  ILr.  O.  [Newcastle-on-Tyne] 
Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  19,  1232. 

Beshft 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  i,  93. 

Rtttaliation 

w*  I^Boal  Pdiciy. 

Ba-vacdnation  Bill 

e.  IB."  m  5,483. 


Beral 

Tiad«  Repwt— Presented,  FA. 


53. 


Baveuw  Dapartment 

Appropriation  Aoeonnta  and  ReportH 
(1902-1003)  presented,  FA.  4,  324. 

Berenno  and  Expenditore 

Inoome  Tax  a  permanent  instrument  of 
National  reroine— Detunon  of  thu 
electorate  in  1874. 
O.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.  8,  627. 

Inoreaae  in  Eitpenditure— Effect  on  Trade. 

O.  Locd  Q.  Hamilton,  Feb.  9,  796. 
Unexpended  Balances  of  Votes— Total 
Amounts  surrended  to  the  Exchequer 
in  Each  of  the  last  Ten  Years. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hope;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  FA.  9,  716-717. 

Richards,  Mr.  H.  0.  [Finsbury,  E.J 

Exeter  Edocation  Authority—Removal  vi 
Children  from  one  School  to  another, 
FA.  4, 330. 

lUehmoad  Bridge 

Aeoonnt  of  Commissioners  for  1902  pre- 
sented. FA.  5,  472 !  Feb.  8,  660. 

Mekmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Vallay 
'    Water  Bill 

&  Ul*  fa.  4*  317uigiti2ed  by ' 
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Ridley.  Hr.  H.  W.  [StalybridKe] 

FUcai  FropMHls,  Feb.  10,  921. 

Portoguese  Tariff  Bill— Importance  to 
Lancashire  Exporters  —  Proposed 
Britiitb  Protest,  Feb.  11,  1010. 

Bifle  Baoges 

Retam  of,  preaented,  /VA.    SO,  Bl. 

Tnule  Report— Presented,  Feb.  £,  52. 

Bigg,  Mr.  B-  [Westmorelanil,  Appleby] 

King's  Speech— AddresB  in  Answer,  Feb.  S, 
015. 

Bip(ni>  Uarqtuss  of 

Fiscal  Policy— State  And  ProBMCta  ot 
Tnute — Royal  CunioiiasioB  of  Inqniry, 
Feb.  4,  307. 

Transvaal,  Importatipn  of  Chineea  Labour 

to.  Feb.  11,  972,  1000,  1152,  11S8. 

Bitchie,  Rt.  Hon-  0.  T.  [Croydon] 
Fiscal  ProposilB,  Feb.  10,  866. 

Boad  Oonatrnction 

Ireland — Local  Anthorities  snroharged  

Effect  on  Condition  of  Roads — RepMtl 
bf  Existing  Law  proponed. 
Q.    Mr.  O'Dowd  :  A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  11,  loat 

Bob«rt%  Kr-  J.  H-  rOenbiglishire,  W.] 
India 

Administrative  Keforms— Separation 
of  Judicial  and  ExeootiveF^UKtion 

Feb.  10,  846-847. 

Official  Secrets  Bill — Reply  to  Memor- 
ial Miainat— Continmg  Provisunis 
to  lAval  and  Military  Seoreta, 
Feb.  4,  336-.137, 

Police  Service— Committee  Report — 
Iiate  of  placing  before  Parliament 
—Nature  of  Reeommen^tiona, 
Feb.  16, 1489,  1490. 

Tibet  Mission — Cauu    and  Objects  

btrenKth  (tf  Hilitary  Force  otuployed 
—Eaiimsted  Coat,  Poriion  to  be  de> 
frayed  by  India— Tabling  Pbpers,  f «6. 

Robsitalaridse  and  Pevensey 

L%ht  Railway  (Kxtenaion  of  Time)  Order 
presentetf,  Feb  5,  471  ;  Feb.  Jt,  963. 

BobartMm,  Mr.  B  tl^undee) 

AoHtmlia  —  Immigration  -  Immisoament 
and  Deportation  of  British  Workmen, 
Feb.  9,  723  ;  Feb.  11,  lOSBw 

Columbia,  British— Labour  Legialation 
1902— Disallowances  of,  Pe6.^T819. 
Transvaal, 

Importation  of  Chinese  Labonr  to— 
Conveyance  in  British  Shipa,  Fa>. 
IS,  1319.  ^ 
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BofaaviMB*  Mr.  R— ron/. 
Transvaal— «oi»<. 

Ordinance  —  Transfer  of  Importer  ■ 
Righta— Withdrswal  of  Pmrinra 
requiring  Laboarer*a  CoBsent  t-. 
FA.  11, 1021-1022. 

Relwon  Bfr.  W.  8-  [South  Shields] 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Anawier.  Fek.i 
375,  417,  455,  464. 

South  African  Wm-,  PreparatioDS  for,  wai 
Condoet  of,  Charges  against  MxniaHn 
— Amendment  to  tha  Addn— ,  iH 

4,  375  ;  Feb.  5,  536. 

BodW,  Hr.  J.  [Galway  E.] 

Land  Purchase — Lawre  ocetown  and 
KilHmer — Division  and  sale  « 
grass  farm,  proposed  Sehat  vL 
Feb.  15,  1330. 

Rochaater,  Biahop  of 

Ifacadoniau  Crisis — Reform  Prapowlr, 
Policy  of      British  riiiiwMMM.  Hi 

Feb.  15, 1279. 

Transvaal,  Importation  tA  Chinaae  Labnir 

to,  /W».  m,  1173. 

Rochester,  City  of 

Parliament^  Bye-eleotion — Nov  Writ, 
Feb.  S,  73  ;  New  Member  awom,  77. 

BoUof  theLorda 

Laid  upon  the  Table,  Feb.  3,  5 ;  Feb.  11, 

Roman  Oatholica 

Wifiklow  Mi^(iatmoy  —  ^oteatenta  and 
Reman  CauKriics  appointed  since  I8tf 
— Compariaon  of  Numbers — PvMeit 

Numbers, 
Q.   Mr.    J.    O'Connor:  A.  Mr 
Wyndham,  Feb.  4,  352. 

Romilly,  Lord 

Took  the  Oath,  Feb.  11,  961. 

Roatox-on-Dott,  Consular  Distoict  of 

Trade  Report— Presented,  /V5..9,  63. 
Roayth 

Naval  Base  at— Erection  of  Dwellings  for 
Officers  and  Workpeople. 
Q.   Sir  J.   Ung,  A.  Mr.  A.  Laa 
Feb.  16, 1489. 

Roxburghshire 

Militaiy  Camp— Xe^tiatioat  for  Parchax 
of  Stoba  Estate— Progresft  of 
Q.    Mr.  T.  Shaw  ;  A.    Mr.  Arnold- 
Fonter,  Feb.  15,  1300. 

Royal  Irish  Oonatabnlary 

lU  Gonatabulary,  Royal  Iri^li. 

Rabbet 

Para,  from— Reprat  Preaented,  />6.  t,'A 
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Buncimailt  Ur-  W>  [Dewsbnry] 

Shipping  Profits  on  Undertakings  in  the 
United  Kingdom  assessed  for  Tncome 
Tax  in  1899-1900.  1900-1901.  1901-2. 
1902-3  respectively,  Feb.  21, 1027. 

BiuneU.  Ur.  T.  W.  [Tyrone,  S]. 

Jodicial  Rente.  Ireland — Redaction  on 
Seoond-Tenn  Rents— Retam  showing 
Redaction  and  Percentage  in  each 
Coonty,  Feb.  S,  568. 

King'sSpeech — Addreesin  Answer.  Feb.  3, 
256,  284. 

Land  Purchase,  Irebwd 

Bankrupt  Estates,  Arrangements  for 
Purchase  of,  Feb.  15,  1329. 

fltzcerald,  Mr.  Conunissioner — Legal 
Siaiiu  of.  Feb.  IS,  1328. 

Gflnit  Estate,  Tyrone,  Sale  of— St^w 
taken  to  carry  out  Order  of  IS^ 
Position  of  the  property,  etc.. 
Feb.  15,  1332. 

Public  Trustee  under  Land  Purcliase  Act 
— Name — Salary — Previona  Emplt^- 
meat— Official  AddTea^  Feft.  8,  598. 

Wright,  Whittaker,  Proeecution- Re-pay- 
ment of  Costs  to  Private  Prosecnt«rB 
by  the  Treasury,  Feb.  15, 1336. 

Russia 

Import  Tariff— Articles  charged  with  Duty. 
Q.  Mr.   J.   A.   Peaae,  A.    Mr.  B. 
Law.  Ftb.  S,  477. 

Manchuria,  Occupation  of,  gee  Manchuria. 

New-chwang  Costoms  Administration— 
Meaenres   to  effect  Russian  Obser- 
vance of  Protocol  regarding 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton ;  ^.  EarlFeroy, 
Feb.  4,  345. 

Tariff  War  with  Germany,  Caa^es  and 
Effects  of. 
0.   Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  9,  798  ; 

Mr.  Bryce,  Feb.  11,  1077. 
Q.    Lord  G.  Hamilton;  A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  4,  328. 

Trade  Reports— Presented,  Feb.  2,  52,  53. 

War  with  Japan,  see  tUle  RnBso-Japanese 
War. 

Busso-Japaaese  Crisis 

British  Ports  and  Coaling  Stations — In- 
stmctions  to,  in  the  Event  of  War. 
Q.     Mr.  (I.  Bowles ;   A.    Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  8,  598-599. 

Great  Britain,  Poriti(Hi  of — Definition  of 
Policy,  etc. 
0».   Mr.  (4.  Bowles,  Feb.  S,  172. 

Information  rwarding. 
Q.   Sir  H.  Camptelt-Bannerman  ;  A. 

Mr.  A.  Douglas.  Feb.  8,  598. 

King's  Speech,  Retereuces  in,  Feb.  S, 
0».    Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  S,  16  ;  Eari 
Spencer.  24 ;   Marquess  of  I^is- 
downe,  40 ;  Mr.  Hardy,  107. 
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Busso-Japaaese  OtiaiB—cont. 

Nwotiations,  PrMn-ess  of. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  Walton ;  A.   Earl  Percy,. 
Feb.  4.^ 
NentoiUs — Duties  of. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas.. 
Feb.  10,  854. 

Busso-Japanese  War 

Dardanelles  and  Boephorous,  Passage  o£ 
RoMian  Warships— Attitude  of  H.M. 
Government. 
Q,    Blr.  G.  Bowles;  A.   Mr.  A, 
Douglas,  Feb.  IS,  1336. 

Mining  Interests  of  British  and  AmerieaiD 
Cmnpanies  in  Koresk— Stepe  taken  to 
protect. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Jones ;  A.  Rarl  Fen^, 
iVi.  15,  1322. 

New-ciiwang,  Neutralisation  of,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Walton ;   A,    Earl  Percyjp 
Feb.  15,  1322.  1323. 

Wei-hai-Wei  tued  1^  the  Japanese  as  a 
bsae  for  naval  opwations,  mmour  as 
to. 

Ot,  Earl  Spencer,  Marqaess  of 
Lansdowne.  F^.  IS,  1139 ;  F^ 
15,  1259. 

Byde  Gas  BiU 

c.  \K,*Feb.  ^.817. 

Saddleworth  and  Spriiudiead  Tramways 
(Abandonnient)  BiU 
c  IB.*  Feb.  4, 817. 

St  Albans 

Pa^liamwitary  Bye-EIeotion— New  Writ^ 
Feb,  g,  77 ;  Feb.  S,  198 ;  New  Member 
sworn,  FOt.  IS,  1338. 

St  Andrews  District  Bujq^ 

Pu-liamentHry  Bye- Election —New  Writ^ 
Feb.  g,  78  ;  New  Member  Sworn,  78. 

Saint  Bartholomew's  Hospital  BiU 

Introduction  of,  iu  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t,. 
184. 

IE.*  Feb.  S,  5.)7. 

St.  John's  CoUege,  Oxford 

Statute  made  by  Govemiog  Body  pre^ 
sented.  Feb.  2,  72, 103. 

St  Louis  Exhibition 

Accounte  of  Royal  Commissicm— Treasuir- 
Minnte  for  Auditing  of,  pxeMnted, 
S,  69,  94. 

St-  Lucia 

Annual  Report  (1902)  presented,  56,  90. 

Saint  Blary  Woolnoth  BiU 

Introduction  of  in  House  of  liiwds,  Feb. 
184. 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  8, 557. 


St  Kuylebona  Blaetrifi 

C.  IB.*  Ftb.  4.  31*J9itized 


Lighting  BiU, 
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St.  YincMit 

Annual  Report  (1902-3)  presented,  M,  90- 

Vokuwic  Eruption*  in  1902  and  1903— 
CorrcBpondence  relating  to,  preaented 

/>6.f,67,90. 

Bale  of  Intoxicating  Liqaon  on  Satnrdars 
(Inluid)BiU 

c  IR.-J'eft.  5,487. 

Sale  of  Intoxicatinc  Liauort  ra  Snndv 
Bill 

.r.  ]R.*fe6.5.4S5. 

Salislnuy,  Mmvum  ^i—Lord  Privjf  Seat 

Satfintin  FwUameiii  after  the  death  of 
hi*  fother,  Feb.  S,  5. 

fialisbory, M&rqnets  of  (late) 

Death  of — Kefwenoeii  to»  in  the  Debate  on 
the  Addreie.  Ffb.  S,  IS,  19,  37.  49, 

lao. 

Snlmiifta 

Trade  Report—Presented,  Feb.  t,  5R. 

Samuel,  Mr-  H<  L-  [Yorkfthtre,  rieveland] 

Board  of  Ti-ade  Journal — Proportionate 
Circulation  in  the  United  Kiugdom 
and  Foreign  Coantriei,  Feb.  9,  7al. 

Congo  Free  State  Administration — Pre- 
senting Report  and  Correspondenoe, 
Feb.  4,  343. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb, 
IG,  1501. 

Trade  Dispates — Royal  CommissioB  on — 
,  NoniDar  of  Sittings— Date  of  Pre- 

senting Report,  Feb.  9,  733. 

Transvaal. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of,  Feb. 
16,  1501. 

.British  Workmen  dismissed  from 
Rand  M[ne9  for  refusing  to 
fiign  Petition  in  favour  of, 
Feb.  16,  1492-1493. 

Biscossion,  Opportunity  for, 
P,  782. 

Ordinance. 

Explfuiation  of  Teruii  of 
Contract  to  Labourers  — 
Arrangement  as  to,  Feb. 
15,  1316. 

Premises,  Definition  of  Term 
in  Sections,  18,  19,  and 
20,  Feb.  15, 1316. 

Section  35  of.  Purport  of 
Laws  specified  in,  the 
provisions  of  which  would 
not  apply  to  Asiatic 
Labourers,  Feb.  10,  S48. 

Petition  in  Favour  of,  Examina- 
tion  of  Signatures,  Feb  15. 
1317. 

Recruiting  —  Consent  of  the 
CSiineee  Goremment,  Fed.  16, 

d2 


SamneL  lCt<  H.  L.— eont 

Transvaal— eorU. 

Chineee  labour — cont. 

yfiYea  and  Families  of  Labooren, 
arrangements  r^arding,  ^h. 
8,  578  ;  Fefr.  10,  848. 

Oold  Production  durinc  Jamiaxjr-  ■ 
Statisties,  Feb.  IS,  1198. 

Labour  Question. 

Cmtcal  African  Native*,  Impor- 
tation of — Mortality  aaiosv 
lAbonrov — Prohibiting  for 
tiier  Recruiting,  Feb.  4,  342. 

Chamber  oi  Mine*  of  the  Wtt- 
watersrand— PyeeentimgCc^ 
of  Original  Report,  ^ib.  i'J. 
849-85a 

CSlineee,  Importation  of,  ace  aberr 

gub-Keading  ChinOK, 

Sanitary  Inapoctom 

Certificates,  Number  of  Applicants,  and 
number  of  Certificates  granted  1899- 
190S. 

Sir  W.  Foeter;  A.  "bti.  W. 
Long,  FOt.  15,  im. 

Batdinia 

Trade  Report— Preamted,  Feb.  t,  53. 

Sannderaon.  OoL  St.  Hon*  E-  J.  [AnB^> 

N.] 

Home  Role  ba  Ireland,  Probable  Resnlb* 
of,  Feb.  3,  279 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  FA 

davingiBank 

MilltAry^-Statement  of  Amounts  due  bv 
the  Public  to  Depositoni  antl 
Acoounts  1901-2— presented  9, 
713;  Feb.  It,  1138. 

Trustee — Report  of  Ins|*ection  Conunittee 
for  1903,  presented  Feb,  16,  14S4, 1474. 

Workmen's  depoutv  the  lowest  in  Eanne. 
Allied. 
Of.  Sir  W.  Holland,  Feb.  10, 

Savings  Banks  Acts  Ammdmmt  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  5,487. 

Sootland 

Secretary — Mr.  A.  Giaham- Murray 

LordAdvoectte — Mr.  C.  Scott- Dicks<m. 

Lord  JtuUce-General— Lord  Kinross. 

Vfce-Preeident  of  the  GouncU  of  Edneatim 
— Mr.  A.  Graham-Murray. 

Avoch  Harbour — Proposed  Proviaioa  of 
Fishery  Board  in  Aid  of  Coostnustini 

Q.   Mr.  Weir;    A.    Mr.  A.  (i. 
Murray,  Feb.  11,  1029-lOSO. 

Ayr  Buigbs  —  Parliamentary  Bije-Elei^ 
Uon— New  Writ,  Feb.      74;  New 


Member  swoni,  F^  9^7^  ■  /> 
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[Sco— Sea 


SeoUand — cont. 

Buiavie  to  Mallwg  Railway— Report  as 
to  Graiditioii  and  Working,  presented 
Ftb.  S,  71,  101. 
Birthi,  Deaths  and  MarriafEes— Annual 
Report,  presented  Feb.  4,  306,  ^SU. 
.  Censns— Report  presented,  FeA  S,  56,  dl. 

CioAers*  Aot,  1S86— Advtaability  of  ex- 
tending to  small  Tenants  holding 
under  lease. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir.     A.   Mr.  A.  G. 
Hnrray.  Feb.  II,  1080. 

Deer  Forest^t — N amber  of  Acres  added  to, 
in  the  Crofting  Counties. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir.  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Morray, 
Feb.  IS,  1496. 

Edinburgh,  see  that  title. 

Eduoatton— L^^lative  Proposals  of  the 
S«sion. 

Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Ranneiman, 
Feb.  ii,  128. 
Holyrood  Park  —  Role  for,  preaented, 

Ftb.  4,  324. 

Inoome  Tax  in— Notiw  for  Recovery  of, 
within  ten  dare. 

Qs.  Mr.  MoCrae  ;  Ae.  Mr.  A.  Cbam- 
berlain.  Feb.  4,  324-32ff,  347. 
Iron  and  Steel  Trade— Report  on  Progress 
of. 

0.  Mr.  Lloyd-George,        10, 949. 

Jodieial  Statistics  fw  1902~Report  pre- 
sented, Feb.  S,  60,  91. 

Kirkealdy  Prison  appointed  legal  plaee  for 
detention  of  untried  Prisoners — Rule 
presented,  Feb.  S,  71,  105. 

Lewis,  Island  of — Report  on  Social  Con- 
dition of — Steps  to  be  taken  with  re- 
gard to. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mur- 
ray, Feb,  4,  349. 

LicennniT  Act  of  1903. 

Order  nader,  preeented,  Feb.  S,  71, 105. 
Tables  relating  to,  presented,  F^.  S, 
58,  91. 

Manufactures  Board— Report  of  Depart- 
mental Ccmunittee  pteaented,  Feb.  2, 
fiS,  91. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Stirling-Maxwell;  A. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  F^.  4,  349- 
350. 

Military  Camp  in  RoxbnrghBhire— Negoti- 
atiwiB  for  purchase  of  Stobs'  Estate, 
Progress  ofT 
Q.    Mr.  T.  Shaw  ;  A.    Mr.  Amold- 
Pomer,  A&.  16,  1S09. 

Paupers. 

Children,  boarding  out  system — ap- 
pointment of  Lady  Io8pector«, 
P'oposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Tennant ;  A.    Mr.  A. 
O.  Murray.  Feb,  15,  1305. 
Remoral  of,  from  England — Allowing 
S«  otch  Right  of  Appeal  against. 
Q.    Mr.  A  Cross ;  A.   Mr.  W. 
Long,  Feb.  10^  843  844. 
P  i^-a  e  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act.  1880,  aee  that  title. 
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Scotland— 

Rosyth  Naval  Base— Breoiion  of  Dwel- 
lings for  Officers  and  Workpemde  at. 
Q.    Sir  J.  Leng;  A.    Mr.  A.  Lee, 
Feb.  16, 1489. 

Tsy  Fisheries— Dbpute  between  Drift  and 
Bag-net  Fishers— Keport  to  Fishery 
Board— Publication  of. 
Q.    Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A.    Mr.  8.  Dick- 
son, Feb.  8,  589. 

Trawling.  Ill^al,  in  the  Firth  of  Forth- 
Arranging  with  Lightboose  Keepera 
to  report  cases,  proposed. 
Q.    Capt.  Ellice ;  A.    Mr.  S.  Dick- 
son, Feb.  15,  1327. 

Union  with  England  in  1707,  Prosperity 
and  Fiscal  Mvantage  derived  from. 
0.    Mr.  P.  Smith,  Feb.  11, 1128. 

Universities,  fee  thttt  title. 
Sea  Fisheries 

Ireland  [Non-cong-wted  Districtsl— Fond 
Aooonnta  presented.  Fa.  16,  1268, 
1301. 

Southern  District— Order  made  for  the 
variation  of  order  creating  presented, 

Feb.  11,  963. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill 

I IK.*  Feb.  £,^3. 
2b.  Feb.  16,  1454. 

DebaU  on  Second  Beading,  Feb.  Iff,  145$. 

Experimental  Character  of  tiie  Kll. 

1468,  1461. 
InveBtigatiouB  into  condition  of  the 

I^ti«b  Fisbing  Industry,  Arnuige- 

ments  for,  and  expenditure  on, 

1456,  1457. 
Powers  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 

and  Fisheries  to   issue  Orders, 

Inorease  in,  1459. 

Select  Co-nmittee,  sending  BUI  to, 
1456,  1461. 

Statistics  as  to  Um  size  and  number  of 
fieh  caught  in  1902  and  1903, 1458. 

Total  catcbi  and  total  r^ue  of  the 
fisheries  of  this  country,  sums- 
expended  on  asoerudning,  1457. 

Undersized  fiat  fish. 

Breeding  area,  pcotectiw  of, 
1460. 

Class  of  vessel  to  be  prohibited 
from  laoding  undersized  fish, 
1469, 1460. 

Close  time,  Regolatlms  as  to, 

1459, 

Former  legislative  e^rts,  non- 
success  of,  1454,  1461. 

Importaoce  of  the  question  to 
filing  industry,  1456. 

iDvestiiiations  of  the  i^ttlsU 
Fisheries  Board  and  tlit> 
Marine   Biological  Assooin- 
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atea  FiiheriM  BUl-eont. 

Debate  on—eont. 

Umlenized  Flat  Fish — coiU. 

North  Sea,  Depletion  of,  Inqairy 
into  c&usaa  of,  145S,  14o8. 

Report  of  Select  Committee  of 

im,  1463. 
Sale  of,  Prohibition  proposed 

1455.  1402,  1463. 

Saa  Fiaharles  BtgnlatioB  Act,  1888 

Order  for  creating;  the  Soathero  Sea 
Fiidieriei  District,  presented,  Frb.  10, 
842. 

Seamen 

Naturalisation  of  Foreign  Seamen  — 
Recordsahowing  nainber  of  certilicatee 
granted,  eoonCry  of  oiigiii,  etc.,  pro- 

po'ed. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Ditke  ;  A.  Ur.  O.  Balfoar, 
m.  IS,  1194. 
Wages,  see  that  titlr. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Edncatiou 

Oennauy— RepcMrts  presented,  FA.  S,  33. 
Ireland. 

Bailding  Fund,  Provision  of — Kqniva- 
lent  Urant,  contiouatioo  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynil- 
ham,  Feb.  Jl,  10)6. 
Cookery    Instruction  —  Eliminaticm 
from  National  School  Programme 
after  providing  Aiq>Uaiioe8 — Pro- 
-viding  forOontinnanoeof  Iiutruc- 
t\ou. 

Q.  Mr.  Kennedv ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Peb.  11,  1013- 
1014. 

Return,  relative  to,  presented,  Feb.  t,  99. 
Schools,  Building  Fund,  Provision  of, 
proposed 
Q.    Mr.    Ffronch ;     A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  IS.  1607. 

Seeretarr  of  State  for  the  OoloniM 

Mr.  At/red  Lyttetton. 

8eeretax7  <rf  State  ftv  ForelcttAiMrs. 

Marquess  of  Lanadmvne. 

Secretary  of  State  for  India 

Mr.  W.  St  John  Brodrick. 

Secretary  for  Scotland 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Hurray. 

Seeretazy  of  State  for  War 

Mr.  S.  O.  Arnold- Forsfer. 

Seely,  Hal-  J-  E.  B.  [Isle  of  Wight] 

Fiscal  Proposak,  Feb.  11,  1118. 

King's  Speech — Address  in  Answer,  Feb. 
11,  1118  ;  Feb.  16, 1523. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labour 
to.  Feb.  9,  729,  732j  Feb.  16,  1623. 

.Segrave,  Lord 

Norfolk,  Earldom  of,  claiiai  to—Petition 
for  leave  to  lodge  a  sapplenientary 
case,  Feb,  21,  Wl. 
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Selby  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

f.    Is*  Feb.  i,  318. 
2r'  Feb.9,'jn. 

Stieet  Oommittee  on  Standing  Orden 

Resolntions  reported,  Feb.  Iti,  14S0. 

Selection,  Committee  of 

Standinc  Committees— Chairmeii'fl  Paoei 
— Abmbers  appointed— Report,  /H. 
11,  1039. 

Unopposed  Kll  Commitees  —  Manbs- 
selected  for  Panel— Report,  Feb  11, 
1039. 

Select  VesferiOB  [/*rO  Forma\  Bill 
/.  IB*  Feb.  S,  «. 

Senegal  and  Dependencies 

Trade  Report— presented.  Feb.  5,  52. 

Servants'  Begistiy  Offices 

Charges  to  Appl  cants  for  Empl^meai. 
-  Regulation  of — Introducing  CegiaU 
tion. 

Q.    Mr.    Roland;    A.     Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  feb.  S,  .l^-i. 

Servia- 

Macedmian  HoeUllties  against  Turkey, 
joining  in. 
Qe.  Hr.  G.  Bowles ;  Ae.  Earl  Perer 
Feb.  4,  343  ;  FA.  10,  850l  " 

Sewage  Disposal 

ReporU  of  Royal  Comuisaion.  preaeoted, 
Feb.  t,  63-82. 

Seychelles 

Annual  Report  (1902),  presented,  Feb.  i, 
54,90. 

Para  Rubber  Report,  presented,  /*e6. 

5.1,90. 

Shaw,  Mr  T.  [Hawick  Burghs.] 

Military  Camp  in  Roxburghshire — Ne^tia- 
tions  for  purchase  ot  Stob's  Estate— 
Prograss  of,  Felf.  IS,  1309. 

Shehan,  BCr.  D-  D.  [Cork  Co.,  Mid.] 

I^abourers'  Aot^  Operation  of  —  PladnK 
Reports  of  Local  GovemmMit  Board 
Inspectors  on  the  Table,  Feb.  IJ, 
1037-1038. 


Mill  Street  Rural  District.  Co.  Cork— 
ApplioatiMi  of  Famiera  for  Fair  Reals, 
Hearing  of,  Feb.  16, 1498-1499. 


Sheemess 

Sewage  Disdiarge  into  the  River  ThatiMS 
at— Steps  proposed  to  ptevmt  ooa- 
tinuanoe  of. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Dimsdale ;  ^  .  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Feb.  16, 14S2-1483. 

Sheffield 

Laboor  Market,  D^ressed  state  of. 
O.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  Fth.tS.lM», 
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Sheffiel^^nghton  and  M&ltby  Bailway 

e.    IB*  Feb.  4,  318. 
2r*  Feb.  9, 711. 

Shellflsh  Layings,  Ireland 

Sewage  cuntAmmatioii,  Liability  Uh-^ 
Report  praMUted,  Feb  3,  04,  88. 

Sheppy  Ou  BUI 

e.   IB*  Feb.  4,  318. 

Shipbnildlnc 

MoDopoly  of,  by  Great  Britain,  alleged. 
O.  Sir  E  Grey,  Feb.  10,  89S. 

Shipley  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in    Houae    of  Lorda, 

F^.  f,  184. 
/.    lE*  Feb.  8,  557 
2r"  Feb.  12,  1138. 

Shipman.  Dr-  J.  O.  [Northampton.] 

Gdonial  Ajjents— General— ParticmatioD 
in  PoUrioal  DenuHutraUotu,  Feb.  4, 
333. 

SbippiniT 

Ireland  —  Statiatics  —  Report  for  1903 
presented,  Feb.  S,  SI,  88. 

Shirai 

Boshire  Inoident— Reception  of  Lord 
CnrzoD. 

Qt.   Mr.  Bowles ;  As.  Earl  Percy, 
Ftb.  3,  193-lM  ;  Feb.  10,  861. 

Shope  Bill 

«.  IB.*  Feb.  5,  485. 

Shropshire!.  County  of 

Parliamentary  Bye-eleotion  (Lndlow 
DivUion)— New  Writ.  Feb.  9,  74 ; 
New  Member  awom,  78. 

Shnttleworth  of  Oawthorpe,  Baron 

Introduced  to  the  Hoiue  of  Lords,  Feb.  X, 
S. 

Siam 

Trade  Report— presented,  Pe&.  S,  53. 
Sicily 

Trade  Raporfr— presented,  FA.  S,  52. 
Silklndnstry 

Imports  and  Exporti. 

France  and  United  Kingdmn — Value 
of  exports,  1849-68aiid  1899-1M3, 
Q,    Mr.  J.  A.  Peaaa  ;  A.  Mr. 
B.  Law.  Feb.  6,  47ft478. 

StaUstios  for  last  nine  years. 
0%.   SirO.  Farkor,  A6. 17,  1044. 

Sinelair.  Oapt  J.  [Forfar.] 

Import  Duty  on  Wheat,  etc.,  from 
^tish  India — Amount  collected 
while  the  Kegisttatton  Charm  of  la 
perQoarter  was  in  Fwce,  7e6.  //, 
1011. 
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Sinclair,  lb.  L.  [Essex,  Romford.] 

Ministries  of  Commerce,  Foreign— Con- 
statation  and  FnncUww— Laying  Re- 
p(HrtB  on  the  TaUe,  FA.  5,  476. 

Skipton  Water  and  Improroment  Bill 

c.  IR."  Feb.  4,  318. 
2b.*  Feb.  9,  711. 

aiOUk.  Mr.  T.H.  [Belfast,  S.] 
Belfast. 

Connty  Borough  Accounts— Audit  of 
— Saperseaing  Present  AuditOT, 
Feb.  11, 1014. 

Head  ConataUe*  appointment  of,  at 
Leopold  Street  Barracks,  FA.  5. 
477. 
Post  Office. 

King,  Mr.  promotion  of,  to  rank 
of  Clerk  and  retention  of 
place  on  List  of  OfBcers 
Releoted  to  perform  Clerk-in- 
Cliarge  work.  Feb.  IS,  U05. 

Revision  of,  Feb.  10,  843. 

Sams  lost  at  Money  Order  Counter 
—Safeguarding  Interests  of 
Counter  Clerks,  Feb.  5,596. 

C«mBtabulary,  Royal  Irish— Acting  Ser- 
geants with  Temporary  Rank— Num- 
ber, Chai^  Pay,  Duties,  etc., Feb.  6, 
478. 

Drogheda  Diatarbanoes— Attack  on  Pri- 
vate Reaidoice -Action  taken  with 
regard  to,  Feb.  4, 355. 

OabUn. 

Metropolitan  Police  —  Retention  of 
Superintendents,  eligible  for  Re- 
tiremeat,  on  Active  List  -  Keason 
of,  Feb.  11,  1014-1015. 

North  Dublin  Union— Supposed  Death 
of  au  Inmate   Inquirv  proposed. 
Feb.  16,  1482.  * 
Howth,  dogs  poisoned  at— proseeation  of 
offenders,  Feb.  i.?,  1197. 

Income  Tax,  exemption  of  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  Clergy  alleged,  /"eft.  15, 1.304. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Feb,  3, 
266,  268. 

National  School  Tebchera 

Assistant    Teachers  —  Reduction  of 

Average  for,  to  Fifty,  Feb.  8,  571. 
Salaries — Amount  voted  for  Inerease 

of— Anmunt  actually  expended. 

Feb.  8,  571. 

Williamson,  Sergeant— Trial  of— mibliah- 
ing  Report  with  Evidence,  Feb.  11. 
1(^1035. 

Small  Holden  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  5,  488. 

Small  Holdings  Bill 

c  IR.*  Feb.  16, 1500. 

Smerwick 

Fishing  Industry  —  Provision  of  better 
Accommodation . 
Q.    Mr.  T.   O'Donnell;    A.  Mr. 


INDEX. 
FA.  2— 16. 


[VoLlSSL 


Snitb,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Lanarkdiira,  Fkrtiok] 
Fiscal  Proposal!,  FA  11,  1122. 

Souie,  Sir  John,  Miumim  of 

Stetement  of  Funds,  presented,  Feb.  16, 
1464, 

Soarw,  Hr.  E.  [Devonshire,  BunsUple] 

Compassionate  Gratuities  to  UnestabUshed 
Footmen  discharged  tlirongh  ill-health 
—making  Provision  for,  isft.  9,  728. 
Knral  Postmen  who  have  served  in  tlia 
Army— Pay  of,  in  Devon,  Fa.  fl,  796. 

Soldiora 

Cubicles  for,  io  new  Barracks,  SaUsbory 
Plain— Adoption  of  Onbicle  System. 
Q.    Lieut.-CoI.  Tofnell;   A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Feb.  8,  574. 
Deeeased,  Effects  of  late  Qoartennaater 
Sei^eant  MacLeod— Loss  of  Watch 
sent  home  lo  KelativoB  of— Qnesldon 
of  Compensation. 

Q.   Mr.  Weir;   A.   Mr.  Amold- 
Forstwr,  Feb.  16,  1488. 

Ex-Soldiers  in  the  Postal  Service—AsssM- 

ug  Pensions  of, 
0-  Ca.pt.  Norton  ;  A.  LordStuley, 
Feb.  16,  14M. 

Solicitor-Oeneral 

Right  Hon.  Sir  £.  Carton. 
Salary  and  Fees,  1902-1903. 
Q.  Mr.  Umbert ;  A.  Mr.  V.  Carandish. 

Feb.  4,  329-330. 

Solioitor-Ooneral  for  Ireland 
Mr.  J.  B.  M.  CampbeU. 

Sohmim  Islands,  British 

Amnial  Report  (1902-3),  presented,  54, 90. 
Somaliland 

Milits^y  Gampugn. 

Condact    of— Necessity    for  such 
Campaigns,  etc 
Os.    Earl  Spencer.    Feb.    S,  23; 
Marquess  of  Lsnsdowne,  41  • 
Sir  H.   Campbell -BanDerman, 
123 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  140. 
Qmi  daring  preseLt  Financial  year- 
Original  tstimate— Total  Amount 
Spent. 

Q.   Mr.     Bnchanan ;  A.  lAx. 
Arnold -Forster.  FOt.  8,  676. 
Piogreas  of 

King's  Speeeb,  KeferanoeB  in,  Feb. 
g,  2. 

0*.  Lord  Hylton,  Feb.  S,  16; 
Marquees  of  LaD8do\me,  41 ; 
Mr.  Plammer,  115. 

Trade  and  Commerce— Keport  for  1902-3 
presented  Feb.  16, 1474. 

SoothUl  Nether  Urban  Disttiet  Tiamin^ 

Bin 

e.  In*  Frb.4,918, 
2r*  Feb.  9,  711. 
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Soudan 

Qovemment    Appointaneiitt  ia~ti» 
tionat  test  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Earl  Vmt.FAn 
851.  ' 

South  Afllcan  War 

Condnctof,  and  Preparations  for -Cteqa 
a^tinet  Ministers,  etc. 

Mr.  Xobson's  Ajnendment  tt  ^ 
A(tdre*g,  Feb.  4,  375 ;  FthJ, 
48a 

Ammunition — DeficieoGj  ia  Sap- 
ply,  429,  515. 

Anoamenta  and  rosct  le  oS  Gut 
Ammanition,  Stons,  dc 
Inquiry- Rt-port  by  Sir  £ 
Braekeubnry,  407,  4W,  ft 
525. 

Army  Corpe,  Delay  in  nioifjij 
despatching  to  the  tm 
396,  4SS,  434.  519,  j25, 3f. 

BaUour.  Mr.  A..  Speech  of,  itlb 
Hotel  CecU  in  Nonabr. 
1908,388,389,390,404. 

Boer  Armaments. 

Ardagh,  Sir  J.,  de«nftia> 
oy,  in  hsDdbook,  VA 

Want  of  knowledgfl  11 1*« 
the  part  of  the  Goroi- 
ment,  404,  412. 

Bailer,  Sir  R.,  HinntM  «(  * 
September,  1698  fnw,  M 
304. 

Bntler,  Geo.,  not  vauaSUA  ^ 
the  Coremmentas  lasckv 
of  defence,  397, 461 

Caianib^aiii,Ur.,Re|dTof,(oXr. 
Kobson's  personiaf  4^iig«> 
449-468,  4S6. 

Committee  of  Defeaoe,  Fuhnt 
of,  to  deal  with  tbs  ptHv. 
417,  5ia 

Crimean  War  FwalM-GoBfitiv  i 
of    the    British  SoldiK-  : 
Kxtraots  fnnn  B^ort  i 
Select  Committee^  4(IM1L 
612.  j 

Delay  in  dispatching  tk  i 
Troops,  305,  396, 403 

Encouragement  uiven  to  tlie  Boen 
by    Pro-Boer    LeaJw  » 
EngUnd,  454,  4S5t  4W 
514.  534,  540. 

England    always  nnprapn'l'' 
Mr.  J.  ChamberUia'i 
376. 

Erideuce  in  the  War  Comiun^ 
Report  and  not  the  KfF<^ 
itself  quoted,  413,437.^ 

Evidence  of  Lord  LawdfW' 
415,426,442 

Extracts'  from  Evidence  gi* 
before  the  WsrCos*; 
sion,  401-403,  «ft  * 
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fioath  African  War— «mi. 

Conduut  of,  and  Fr^Miatioiis  iar—eonU 

Mr.  Sobaon's  Amendment— wnt. 

Food.  Forage  and  Clothing, 
Supply  of.  Arrangement  as 
to-Aoadeqiiste  mpply,  424, 
440,  S07.  fiW.  618, 619,  643. 

FranehiM  Qaestion— Lord  Ripon's 
despatch  of  1S06, 425,  m. 

Gtarrison  in  South  Africa. 

Increase  of,  necesBary. 

Steps  taken  to  increase 
anile,  etc.,  461,  462, 
494,  49S,  600,  603. 

Waminfi^  disregarded  by 
the  Government,  389, 
421,  439,  440,  628. 

Strength  of,  in  1899— Corre- 
»iondenoa  betvaen  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain  and  Sir 
H  Cam^ll-Bfannennan, 
462,  495|  4W,  602. 

Gnna,  Mod-m,  Lack  of,  M&,  444, 
520,  624,  533,  544. 

U<nse8 

Remoant  Department  —  In- 
adeqnate  amu^meuts, 
423.  431,  447.  549. 

Remount  Scandal— Finding 
of  the  Commission,  4^ 

Imperial  and  National  Defence, 
Problems  of— Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour's  expoaition,  376.370. 

InteUignnee  Department 

ExoelleDoe  of  work  daae  hr, 
Tributes  to,  370-S81, 412, 
448,  459.  610,  660. 

Undennannlng.  4^  444, 616. 

Warnings  and  advice  given 
by,  389,  400,  450,  633. 

Jameeon  Raid— Inflomce  at,  in 
encouraging  the  Boers  to  de- 
clare War,  492,  403. 

Lee  Mebford  Rifles,  Defective 
sighting  of,  408, 413,  436, 586. 

Medical  Service,  Deficiencies  in, 
626. 

Naval  Preparations,  402. 

Orange  Free  State,  Altitude  of— 
j&norance  of,  on  the  part  of 
the  Oovemment,382.  383, 386. 
387,  418,  446,  466,  493,  494. 
508,534. 

Plan  of  Campaign,  Omission  of, 
S77.  41^^ 

Government  Responsibility 

for,  378,  618. 

Policy  of  the  Government  prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  war — 
Policy  of  Bluff,  alleged,  496, 
407.  400,  509,  605,  516^  527. 

Pdittcsl  eonfdderations.  a  oanse 
of  the  nn preparedness,  416. 
418,  419,  424,  434,  438,  458, 
682. 
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South  African  War— eon(. 

Gundnot  of,  and  preparations  top — eont. 

Mr,  Robtm's  Amendmeni—eoni. 

Provocative  Speech  by  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain  on  August  26, 
1808,  302,  439,  457. 

Pnblic  opinion  as  to,  399,  689. 

Reser\-es  of  Men  and  Arms — 
Deficiency  in,  422,  427,  429. 

Route  of  advance.  Differences  of 
opinion  as  to,  467,  608. 

Troops 

Equipment,    4S6,  IS^,  440, 
496,  543. 

Wolsetey,  Lord,  Diotnm 
of,  422. 

Militia  Officers,  Shortage  in 

nnmbers,  430. 
Mounted  men.  Lack  of.  447. 
Number  requlre<I,  etc., 

Butler,  Sir  W.,  Estimate 
of,  398,  404,  636-538. 

Miscalculation  as  to  421 
422.  424,  427,  434, 
464,  466,  546. 

Yeomanry  Contingents  — 
Shooting  and  Riding, 
Lack  01  training  in,  4^ 
629. 

Woleeley,  I^oid,  Warning  and 
Recommendations  of,  m  1898. 


D^oienoy  of  Arms,  Stores  etc. — Steps 
to  render  Fntnre  Deficiency  im-' 
possible. 
Q,   Dr.   Makcnaroara.   A.  Mr. 
Arnold-Foster,  Feb.  22, 1019. 
Report  of  Hoyat   Commission  pre- 
sented. Feb.  S,  51,  83. 

Oe.   Earl  Spenoer,        9, 31 ; 
Marquees  of  Xiansdowne,  46. 

Confidential  Correspondence— Destmetion 
of — Authority  for. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeiU,  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Foster,  Fa.  8,  576-676. 

Lessons  of 

Profiting  by 

Oe.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  S,  510,  511, 
Col.  Welby,  531  ;  Mr.  Arnold- 
Foster,  649. 

Recommendations  of  Report  of  Royal 
Commission,  Adoption  of. 

Os.    Marquess  of  Laosdowne. 
Feb.  £,  46. 

Medals  and  Claspe,  Date  of  Final  Issue  of. 
Q.   Sir  O.  BarUey,  A.   Mr.  Araold- 
Foeter.  Feb.  16,  1487. 

Officers'  Oratuites— Delay  in  Payment  of 
Feb.  4,  334. 
Q.   Capt  Norton  t  A.  Bfr.  Amold- 
Fotiter. 

RiBes  dealt  out  to  Reservists  1800- 
Defective  Sights   of  —  Pracantions 
against  Future  Errors. 
Q.  Dr.  Haenamara,  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 

9-  ^<**"'gW^c?W?^i^e 
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Sooth  BhialdB  OmBUI 

e.  IR.*  Fth.  4, 819. 
9B.*  Feb.  JS,  ISOOi 

Sonth  Btafltedihin  Warn  xad  Drtiiuice 

lattodKotkm  of,  is  Howe  of  Lords,  Ftb.  8, 

184. 

I.  It* /Vft.  5,667. 
2r*  F«4.  1137 

Soath  Western  and  Isle  of  W]|^  Jone- 
tlmi  BftUwar  (Bxtawdon  of  Tine) 
Bill 

e.  1E.»  819. 
2r.*  /"(i.  i5,  1300. 

floatHuunpton.  Ooanty  of 

Parliamentary  Bye-election  for  Faraham 
Division— New  Writ,  /V6.  S,  74  jNew 
Member  sworn,  77. 

Qoarantine  Station  at,  for  foTeign  animi^ 
— Opler  defining,  praMBtwl,  Feb.  4, 
306.  323. 

Southend  Water  Bill 

c  iB.*  FA.  4,  318. 
Sr.*  Feb.  IS,  1299. 

Southend  on  Sea  Oaa  Bill 

e.  IB.*  FA.  4,  318. 

Sontliport  and  lortham  Tnunroad  (Exten- 
sion of  Time)  BiU 

lotrodaction  of,  in  Home  ot  Lords,  Feb. 
e,  184. 

/.  in.' Feb.  8,  SBS. 
Spain 

Trade  Report— preMnted,  FA.  g,  82. 

VMsels  in  British  Ports — Re-me&aurement 
for  Tonnftge — Order  in  Council  pro- 
riding  for,  presented,  Feb.  t,  66, 103. 

Speaker 

Cit7  of  London,  Issue  of  New  Writ— Pro- 
oednre  and  PreoednitB,  FA.  g,  76- 
77. 

[rrelevani  ObservatiODS,  FA  4,  423  ;  FA. 

8,  612,  667  ;  FA.  16,  tS«3. 

Speech  from  the  Throne 

«M  King's  Speeoh  on  tbe  <^eiuiig  cA  F^r- 
Uainent. 

8pencer>  Earl 

Chaimianship  of  Conunittees— Temporary 
resignation  of  Earl  of  Morley  and  ap- 
pointmeot  of  Lord  Balfour  of  Bnrleicn, 
FA.  Ig,  1140. 

King's  Spaedi— Address  in  Antmr,  FA, 
g,  10,  48. 

Laasdowne,  Marqnssses  of  —  Histmrioal 
oonneoticni  with  the  Leadership  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  FA.  g,  20. 

Macedonian  Giisis  —  Ref wm  Proposals, 
PoUny  of  ths  British  Government^  etc., 
FA.  IS,  lSs88. 
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Spencer,  Earl— eoniL 

-  RessoJapansse  War— W^-U-Wei  ml 
bj  the  Japaasse  aa  a  baea  lor  v. 
oMrations,  allBged,  Feb.    It,  1»: 

FA.  16,  im 

Salisbary,  Late  Marquees  of— TtiM  k 

FkKg,  19. 

Spirits 

Indiecriminate  labelling  ai,  mm  4: 
Scotdi  according  to  needa  of 
tomer,  alleged. 

Q.    Mr.    Kilbride:     A.     Mr.  A 
Cbamberhun,  Fleb.  IS,  USt 

Stafford.  County  of 

Ught  Railway  Conatmction — Order  Fit 
M^ted.  Feb.  11,  963. 

Stanley,  Bt.  Hon.  hori.—P<uemaMterGmr^ 
[Laucashire,  Westhooghtoa] 

Amerioan  Mail  Service  —  Roatca  «-  ' 
Suggested  Atteration  in,  Feb.  8, »  | 

BeUast  Post  Office.  ' 

Kin^Mr.,  Promotion   1,4  rank. 
Clerk,  and  letention  of  place 
list  of  OffleeiB  oelected  to  vtr 
font  Clwk-in-Cbai&«  wwk.  />A  , 
tt,  1196.  1 

Revirion,  Reports  of,  Feb.  10,  843.  I 
Bums  lost  at  Money  Order  Cosc- 
ter — Saf^narding    Intovts  ui 
Counter  Clerks,  Feb.  8,  896^. 

Christ's  Hoeintal  Site. 

Goremnient  Acquisition  of — ^Foimft-  1 
tion  of  a  New  Street,  Feb.  S,  Sm. 

Inoreasuig  Post  Office  Traffie— Pn- 
viding  Facilities  for,  FA.  JO,  flSt 
Comrassionate  Gratuitiee  to  unestablkbed 

Postmen    discfaai^ied    thrtra^  iD- 

health— Making  Proviakm  for.  Fih.  9 

726-727. 

Cork  Telegraph  Office. 

Qnalified  AjMiatants  on  Half-pav^ 
Keaaon  <rf,  Feb.  II,  1012, 

Conr,    Westmeath  —  EstaUishmsnt  of 

Poet  Office  at,  FA.  ^  356. 

Eoniscorthy  Post  Office— Coal  Sanlj- 
Making  Inquiries  legantinK,  nS.  II, 
1012. 

£x-8oldiers  in  the  Postal  Servioo— Aaw- 
ment  of  Pensions,  Feb.  16,  1491 

Indian  and  Australian  Mails— Dels;  in 
Deliveiy  of  NewspapMs  and  Book 
Matter— According  the  same  prooipd- 
tade  as  is  bestowed  on  the  AnteriesB 
Mails,  Feb.  8,  568. 

Ireland. 

Audit,  Clerical  and  Printing  W<ak 
arising  out  of  Postal  Bosioest- 
Onymg  out,  in  Ireland,  Feb.  i. 
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8ta2il«r>  St-  Hon.  Lend— mu. 
Ixetead— con^ 

Kilnwh,  Co.  Clare—Claiins  of,  &b  a 
Port  of  Gall  for  Canadian  Mail 
Servioe,  Feb.  8,  OBtl. 

Limerick,  West,  Irrarularity  of  Mail 
Service— Cause  of,  F^.  4, 367. 

Limerick    and  Tralee — Carriage  of 
Mails  between,  Feb.  11,  1012. 

Cost  per  Annum  before  and  after 
Amalgaioation  of  Waterford 
and  Limerick  Railway  Co. 
with  Great  8.  and  W.  Rail- 
way Ca,  Fib.  16.  1477-1478. 

LoiMlord  Post  Office — Supplying  Horse 
Haulage  for  Mails  and  Parcels,  Feb.  4, 
366. 

Newton  Stewart  Poetmaster,  DiamiBsal 
of— Filling  Vacancy,  Feb.  16,  1477. 

Pay  of  Rural  Poetmen,  in  Devon,  who  have 
served  in  the  Array,  FA.  9,  728. 

Telegraph  Service— Central  Office,  Sani- 
tary Condition  of.  Fa.  It,  1196. 

Telephone. 

House  of  Commons,  in — Removing 
Charge  for  M.P.8'  Use  of,  Feb.  S, 
688. 

System,  London— Progress  of  Work — 
Bxpenditnre,  F«d.  8,  £87. 

Underground  Telegraphic  Cables  to  the 
N.  of  England  and  Scotland — Progress 
of  the  Work,  ieb.  9,  Til. 

Stanley  ot  Alderley,  Lord 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  Uie  Death  of 
his  Brother,       j?,  6. 

Transvaal,  Importation  of  Chinese  Labour 
to,  Feb.  12,  1176. 

StotMlealAlMrtnefes 

Britiuh  India  from  1892-1893  to  1901-1902, 
relating  to,  Presented,  Feb.  S,  57. 

Foreign  Countries,  from  1891  to  1900-1901, 
Frt'seiited  Feb.  ^,  56,  86. 

Steel  and  Iron  Trade 
•M  Inm  and  Steel  IVade. 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  HcT.  [Kirkcudbright] 

Macedonian  Crisis— Policy  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  Feb.  4,  S75. 

Stiriiiur-Hazwdl,  Sir  J.   M.  [Glasgow 

College] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Feb.  IS,  1445. 

Scottish  Board  of  Manufacturers— Report 
of  Committee — Action  to  be  taken 
with  reifard  to,  Feb.  4,  349-360. 

Stoorton,  Lord,  of  Stourton 

Norfolk,  Earldom  of,  claim  to — Petition 
for  Leave  to  lodge  a  Sa|vplemeDtary 
Case,  Feb.  11,  961. 
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Stratene 

Gas  Works,  Construction  of— Delay  in 
granting  Loan  by  the  Ti-easury. 
Q.  m.     UemphUl;    A.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.    21,  1088, 
1030. 

Stcabuji^  Saphoe  and  Convoy  Bttilway 

c.  liL*  Feb.  4,  319. 

Btmofaey,  Sir  B-  [Somerset,  S.] 
Fiscal  Proposals,  FA.  JS,  1251. 

SfenitB  8«ttl«iiMnta 

Aanoal  Report  (IMS)  PieRented,  Feb.  g, 

64,  oa 

Fedemted  Malay  States,  Reports  on  Flro- 
sented,  Feb.t,W,m. 

Stneto 

Btopj^e^in—Renewal  of  Ordw  to  prevent, 

StNtfoid  Urban  Diatriet  Oooncil  Bil 

Introduction  of,  in  Honse  (tf  Lnds,  Feb. 

$  184. 
I.  IB.*  JVA.  «,557. 


Snfaddiei 


Merchant  Shipping— Return  of  Subudies 
lo  Compimas  Presented,  Feb.  £,  72. 

Sadbary  Nickel  Minae 

Future  control  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Norman;  A.   Mr.  I^teltm, 
Feb.  4,  326. 

SvM  Canal 

International  Trade  (tf  the  World,  Effeot 
oo. 

0.   Mr.  J.  Morle},  094. 

Sncar 

BmsceU  Convention— Treating  Sugared 
Goods  on  a  Different  Basis  to  Sugar — 

Government  Interference  on  behalf  of 

English  Manufacturers. 
«.  Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Feb.  8,  685-686. 

Return  lelative  to,  Presented,  Feb.  £,102. 

Sontmary  Jurisdiction  Acts 

Rule  ae  to  the  takiug  of  Recogniaancee  by 
the  Governor  of  a  Prison-  Presented 
Feb.  9,  713.,  FA.  11,  963. 

Sunday  (noains  (Wales)  Ast  (1881)  Amand- 
ment  Bill 

c.  IB.*  FA.  5,  488. 

Sunderland  County  Borough 

Charities  ill— BetoroielatiiietQi  VfifT^j 

FA.  S.  714-74ffJf'^^^  oy^OUg^lL 
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perumojitioii 

Civil  Ssrvice,  He  thai  title. 

Snprau  Oonrt  of  Judicature 

Balw  FrMentad.  Fa.  9, 65,  lOfiw 

SnpNnw  Oonrt  of  JudicatnrA,  bwUnd 

A«ooant«  in  n^eet  of  FtmdB  of  Smtors 
with  Statement  of  luUlitisB  and 
Aueta,  ordered,  Ftb.  S,  191 ;  Presented, 

Feb.  4,923. 

Orders  in  Conntdl  giving  effect  to  Bnlee  of 

Conrt,  pTOMnted,  Feb.  t,  66,  101. 

Bnrrey  Commerd&l  Dock  Bill 

e.  IB.*  Feb.  4, 919. 

Bnttoii  Qm  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  4,  319. 
2b.*  Feb.  IS,  ISOa 

Swindon  Corporation  BlU 

c.  iR.*  Feb.  4,319. 
2r.*  Feb.  9,  711. 

Switzerland 

l^ff  war  with  Franoe— CaoMi  and  Elfeota 

of— TaUing  Papers. 

Q.     Lora  Qeorse  Hamilton ;  A. 
Earl  Pensy.  Feb.  4,  323. 

Tntde  Report— Preaented,  FA.  H,  53. 
Tangier  and  Diatrict 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb.  g,  53. 

Tariff 

Import  Tariff  in  Great  Britain,  U.S. A. 
and  Cwitinental  Conntriee— Aitioles 
oharged  with  Duty. 

Q.    Mr.  .T.  A  Pease;   A.   Mr.  B. 
Law,  Feb.  S,  477. 

Portuguese  Tariff  on  Cotton  Goods — Im- 
portance to  Lancashire  Exporters — 

Proposed  British  Protest. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Ridley;  A.    Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Feb.  11,  1010. 

Reform,  tee  Fiscal  Policy. 

Wars,  Tariff,  between  European  States — 

Reports  Piewnted,  FOt.  26, 1474. 

Tariff  Qnettion 
iee  Fiscal  Policy. 

nttonckan 

Appointment  uf  British  Consul  8t> 

Q.    Mr.  Moon ;  A.    Earl  Peiey,  Feb. 
16,  1478. 

Taxation 

Agrioultnral  Rating  Act — Expiration  of — 
ExteDdiDcTerm. 
Q.    Sir  W.  Thorbnm  ;  A.    Mr.  W. 
Long,  Feb.  16,  14S4-1485. 

Coal  Tax — Inberim  Report  from  Commis- 
sion on  Coal  Supplies  suggested. 
Q.    Sir  G.  Kewnes;   A.    Mr,  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  16,  1478. 
Income  ax,  see  that  title. 
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Taxation— cont. 

Indirect — Neoeasity  for  redncUoo. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  10,  S55. 

Local — Reform,  Legislative  propoaab  «f 

the  SesBifln. 
Oe.  Earl  Spencer,  feb.  «,  28 ;  Mi 
Hardy,  111. 

Rednetion  in.  Necessity  for. 

Of.    Sir  H.  Campbell-Baauiannsa, 

Feb.  2, 137. 

Indirect,  necessity  for  Kedaotion  in. 
0.  Sir  C.  DUke,  Feb.  10,  8S6. 

SoTVOTors   of  Taxes — EatabliahmeDt  o 
Chief  Clerks  for. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Johnstone ;  A.  Mr.  T. 
Cavendish,  Feb.  IS,  1304. 

Taj  Fiaheries 

Dispute  between  Drift  and  Bag-net  Fiaha* 
—Report  to  Hshety  Board— PoUkn- 
cation  of. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Lens  i  A,  Mr.  8.  Dieksv, 
Feb.  8,  m. 

TkjrlAT,  Kr.  A.  [Liverpool,  E.  Toxtath] 

Kin^^peech  -Address  in  Anawer,  Feb.  J, 

Taylor,  Hr.  T.  0.  [Lancashire,  Radclifle]. 
Fiscal  Proposals,  ieb.  IS,  1417. 

ToadLttrs. 

National  School,  Ireland^ee  title  National 
School  Teachers,  Ireland. 

Roister  of— Nnmber  of  Peisona-  -  BMam 
presented,  Feb.  g,  89. 

Technical  lostmctioa 

eee  Seoimdary  and  Technicel  Ednoatko. 

Telegraph  Service 

Account  (1902)  Rowing  groes  amount  t«- 
oeived  and  expended,  preemted,  Feb. 

4,  306  ;  Feb.  S,  560  ;  Feb.  It,  1192. 

Account  (1003)  showing  gross  amount  re- 
ceived and  expended,  Feb.  S,  96. 

Central  Office,  Sanitary  condition  of. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Hay  ;  A.  Lord  Staolav,  FA. 
IS,  1196. 

Cork  Tel^^ph  Offioe— 

Heating  of —Measures  to  improve. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien ;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Fth.  9,  727. 

Qualified  Assistants  on  Half  -  I^y — 
Reason  for. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien ;  A. 
Lord  Stanley,  Feb.  11, 1012. 
Underground  Cables  to  the  North  of 
England  and  Scotland— Fnmess  of 
the  Work. 
Q,  Sir  J.  Long;  A.  Lord  Stanlar. 
FA.  0,  727. 

Telegraphy,  mreleM 

Berlin,  Preliminary  Conference  at — Prooto- 
Verbaux  and   Protocale  FSnal,  pre- 
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TalephoM 

HooM  of  Commons,  in— Ctuurge  to  M.P.B, 
Removal  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Longh;  A.  Lord  SUnlej» 
Fd>.  8,  688. 

System,  London— PiogresB  made— Money 
provided  sold  expended. 
Q.  BirT.  Dewar :  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Feb.  8,  fiS7. 

Tisuumtk  Kr.  H.  J*  [BerwioksluTe] 

Electricity  in  Mioee— Laying  Committee's 
Report  on  the  Table,  Feb.  10, 862. 

Paaper  Children  in  Scotland,  boarding  out 
■yfttem— Appoinbnent  of  Lady  In- 
spectors, ^i^osed,       IS,  ISOS. 

Tluunat,  River 

Sewage  Diflcharae  into,  at  Sheeniees— Pre- 
vention of-^teps  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Dimsdale;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  f  eft.  16, 1482-1488. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Borviea  BUI 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  4,  319. 
2B.*  FA.  9, 711. 

ThftHiM  Steamboat  Tnut  BUI 

e.  1R.«  Feb,  4,  320. 

Thomas,  Kr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Canada— Immigrants  into,  1903-8 — ^Num- 
ber and  Nationalities,  Feb.  8, 573. 

Coal  Exports— Quantities  exported  at 
declared  values  of  5B.-66.,  6s. -7b., 
78.-88.  per  ton  respectively— Official 
Explanation  of  sraaller  Qaantities 
shipped  at  6s.-7s.  per  ton,  Feb.  9,  724. 

Collections  for  the  Relief  of  the  Working 
Classes— Kednetion  of  Balance  in  tiie 
Bank  of   Eoglaod- Explana^n  of, 

Feb.  9,  726. 

Govemiiwnt  DepartmentB  —  Status  and 
Duties  of—  ItolaT  in  presenting  Com- 
mittee Report,  Feb.  8,  580-S81. 

Transvaal  Minee— Labour  Statistics,  Fdh 
10,  847. 

Welsh  Coal,  Export  of— Method  of  cheek- 
ioir  declared  values- Correctneae  of 
coal  values  given  in  Monthly  Trade 
Keporto— Peoaltieu  for  false  state- 
ments, Feb.  8,  584-686. 

Thorbnm,  Sir  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk] 
Agricultural  Ratiuff  Act— Expiration  of— 
Extension  orTorm,  Feb.  16,  1484- 
1485. 

Fiscal  Proposals.  Feb.  16, 1419. 

Thomtoii.  Ux.  P-  H-  IClaphwn] 

Income  Tax— Exemption  and  Colonial 
Insurances  —  LegUation  Proposed, 

Feb.  15,  1324. 

Bunies  Urban  District  OoimcU  Water 
BUI 

«.  IR.*  ftft.  ^820. 

2E."  Feb.  9,  in 
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Expedition  to  secure  observanoe  of  Con- 
vention of  1800  relating  toSik- 
kim  and  Tibet 
(h.     Earl  Fitzwilliam,   fe5.  t, 
8 ;  Earl  Spenoer,  26  ;  Mar- 
quees of  LaoBdowne,  4Sl ; 
Mr.  Hardy,  108;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberl^Ul;  Mr.  G. 
Bowles,  171. 

Cause  and  Objects  of  — Tabling 
Papers. 

0$.  Bart  Spenoer,  Feb.  S,  26  ;  Miu-- 
qness  of  Lansdowne.  43  ;  Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannmnan,  124 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  141 ;  Mr 
Buchanan,  149, 150. 

Qa.  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  Mr.  G. 
Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  4,  887-m 

Expenditure,  Portion  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  Indian  Qoverument- 
0».  Earl    Spencer,   Feb.    3,  26; 
Marquess  of  Lansdownc^4S; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  172. 
Q.  Mr.  Bowles;  A.    Mr.  Brod- 
rick. Feb,  a,  192. 
Q.    Mr.  H.   Roberts;   A,  Mr. 
Brodrick.  Feb.  4, 3S7. 

King's  Speedi,  Beferenees  in,  FA. 
t,  4. 

Military  Character  of. 
0:  Earl  Spencer,  Feb.  S6,  2  ;  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  44;  Mr. 
Buchanan,  150;  Mr.  G.  Bowles, 
171. 

Papers  relating  to— Date  of  present- 
ing to  Parliament. 
Vs.  Mr.  Buchanan,  FA.  S,  149. 

Permisuon  to  enter  Tibetan  Territory ' 
Q.  Mr.  Or.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Feb.  4,  888-839. 

RuBsian  Government,  Communications 
with— Tabling  Papers, 
Q.  Mr.  Norman;  A.  EarlPeroy, 
Feb.  4.  339. 

Strength  of  Military  Force  employed 
— TaMing  Papers. 
0>.   Mr.  hT  Roberts,  Mr.  G. 
Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick. 

Feb.  4,  337-339. 

Papers  relating  to— Presented,  Feb.  5, 470 ; 
Feb.  8,  559. 

Trade  with  India. 

0  Sir.  M.  Bhownaggree  ;  A,  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  8,  576-577. 

Return  of  Statistics  relating  to— 
Address  for,  Feb.  9,  714— Pre- 
sented Feb.  IZ,  1191, 

Ticehuist  and  IDistrict  Water  and  Oas 

BUI 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t, 
I.  lIL^F«6.«,668pi9feedbyG00gIe 
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Trwity  of— Violation  of  oKwt'Ei.Toand 
natton  CImim  alleged. 
O.  Mr.  J.  WalUm,  eOS, 

Tinpl&t«  Ixdnstry 

Condition  of— EflFetA  of  Ameriean  Tariff 
on. 

Oa.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mr.  G.  BaUoor, 
Feb.  10,  874;  Mr.  Lkml- 
G«>rge,&50;  Sir  j.Bnmner,  lllS. 

Tobacco 

Duty — Kefnsal  to  acoepC  Dntr  iiMKitaue- 
oosly  tendend  wiihoat  Paymoit  of 
Fina  in  Addition— Antbority  of  Ciu- 
toiQi*  Officers. 
Q.    Mr.  Moon  ;  A.  Mr.  A  Cfaam- 
berlain.  Feb.  8,  566. 

Irdand — Enoonrageinant  of  Tobaooo-grow- 
tng  in. 

Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Chamlwrlain,  Feb.  8,  fiST). 

Tonnacs 

French  and  Spanish  Vessels  in  British 
British  PorU  —  Re-meaeurement — 
Order  ih  Council  providing  for,  pie- 
sented.  Feb.  S,  68,  103. 

Increase  in  tonnage  of  the  British  Empire 
between  1S90  and  1901— Statibtios. 
Of.  Mr.     Rea.    F^.  IS,  1404- 
1406. 

Torquay  Tni&wayi  BUI 

e.    IR.*  Ftb.  10,  841. 

Tottenham  ImproTemoit  BUI 
e,   IB.*  Feb.  4^  330. 
2e.*  Feb.  9,  711. 

TOtton.  Hythe  aad  Fawloy 

Light  Railway  Order  Presented,  Feb.  t, 
62,86. 

Town  Holdings 

Committee— Advisalnlity  of  re-^pptriDt- 
moDtof. 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Dovglaa, 

Feb.  8,  598. 

Town  Taaantfl  (Irelaad)  Bill 
e.   IB.*  Feb.  5. 480. 

Tndo^  Board  of 

PrvfidcRl— Mr.  Gerald  W.  Balfour. 

Partiamcitiary  Secretary — Mr.  BonarLaw. 

Committee  Report  on  Statns  and  Datiee 
of— Date   of  presenting— Cause  of 

Delay. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberiato,  Fa>.  8»  680-^1. 

Conciliation  Act,I806 — Proceedinga  nnder, 
Presented  Feb.  iS,  61,  87. 

Datiee,  Pay,  and   Organisation — Inter- 
departmental Committee  of  Inquiry 
Date  of  Appointment,  Nmnbw  o 
Meetinra,  held,  etc. 
Q».   Mr.  a  Hay;  Aa.  Mr.  A. 
Chatnberlaiii,   Feb.  IS  It^ 
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Fboal  Proposals.— DiffiaceBees  of  itfimm 
among  ■  representalives  —  unpceoe- 
dflMtfd  situation. 

0.  Sir  C.  DUke.  Feb.  10.  86a 

Joomal  of— Proportionate  CireolaifeioR  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Foreiga 
CooBtries. 
Q.   Mr.  H.  Samnel;   A.  Mr.  O. 
Balfour,  FA.  9,  794. 

Loading-port  claose  in  articles  of  Mer- 
chant Shipe,  Terms  of  Board's  Cir- 
calar — Opmion  of  the  Law  Offioera  ai 
the  Crown. 
0».  Lord  Mnskerry.  Feb.  11,  1006 ; 
Lord  Wolrertm.  1007. 


Railway  Employment  (Prevention  oi 

denta)  Acfr— Stepa  takra  to  eanr  o^ 
0.  Mr.  J.  EUu ;  A.  Mr.  G.  AOfoor, 
Feb.     683, 684. 


Tlcado  and  Oonnune 

Africa,  South— Report  from  Special 
ConmiiarioDer  Presented,  Feb.  M> 

.  86. 

Agents  m  the  Colonies,  Laek  at — Dis- 
advantages to  British  Trade  reaolting 
from. 

Oa.  Mr.  J.  Walton.  Fdt  8,  Om, 

Companim  Acts,  E£foot  of,  on. 
0.  Mr.  J.  EUis,  Feb.  9,  821. 

Coodition  of. 

0«.  Mr.  Ritchie.  Feb.  10,  860,  870. 

Home  Market,  SUte  of. 
Of.  Sir  G.  Parker,  Feb.  11,  1044. 

Reform  in  Fiscal  Policy  of  tbe 
CoQotry.  Neceuity  for,  allwed. 
Ot.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.  S, 
626  ;  Mr.  G.  BaUoor,  660 ; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beaeh,  683; 
Mr.  Haldane,  607  ;  Mr. 
Chaplm,  feb.  11,  10S6. 

Royal  Commission  of  Inqaity  on  State 
aad  Proqpecta  of,  propoeed. 
Oa.  Em.  of  Wemyas,  Marqaass 
of  Lsosdowne,  Maiqoass  of 
Bipon,  Earl  of  Halabmy, 
ATI,  307. 

Comers  in  LidDstiTi  Prevnition  of. 

Gaming  Act  of  1892,  im>poeed  aaaeod- 
ment  with  view  to. 

Q.  Mr.Field  ;  A.  MrCBatfoor. 
Feb.  16, 1476. 

Intemational  Agreements  to  iwliaiii 

Commanications    with  TJiutad 
States  Government. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing  ;  A,  Eari 
Percy,  Feb.  5, 476, 

Disputes— ComvdsaioD  cm— Number  at 
Sittings — Date  of  preaentang  Smart. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel:   A.   UrV  A. 

-  -   
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XhunpLDg,  aee  that  title. 

Employment  Statiitios  in  eerUln  indm- 

trie«. 

O.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hope,  Feb.  11, 1106. 

VomigD  Competitive  MeMOres. 

0*.  Earl  Percy.  Feb.  8  616  ;  Mr.  B.  L»w, 
Feb.  9,  782,  7h4  ;  Mr.  G.  Bof  cawen, 
815;  Sir  G.  Parker,  Feb.  10.  959; 
Mr.  CbapliD,  Feb.  11,  105S;  Mr. 
Dtike,  IS,  1219 ;  Mr.  Renwiek. 
1239. 

Imports  and  Exports  ftf  certain  teades— 
Statistics  for  last  Ktae  Years. 

Os.  Sir  G.  Parker,  Feb.  11,  1044. 

India— Tables  relating  to  1898-9  to  1902-3, 
Prewnted,  Feb.  S,  92,  87. 

Indastrial  Methods.  Neceesity  for  reform. 
Os.  Mr.  Haldane,  Feb.  8,  702;  Mr. 
P.  Pease,  Feb.  9,  737  ;  Sir  H. 
Vincent,  Feb.  10,  873;  Mr.  W. 
Kidley,925.  SirG.  Parker,  958  ;  Mr. 
Chaplin,  Feb.  11,  1061. 

Memoraoda  on  British  Trade. 

Qneatioiis  and  Inquiries  preceding  the 
Publication  of — Laying  on  the 
Table. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Feb.  4,  348. 

Supplementing  Mid  Completion  of— 
Steps  proposed  in  regard  to. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Hobhonse  ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  Balfonr,  Feb.  4,  347. 

Ministries  of  Commerce,  Forei^ — Coosti- 
tntioD  and  Fnnctions — Laying  Reports 
on  the  Table. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair;  A.  EarlPeroy, 
rOt.  5,  476. 

Moaihly  Aoeovnts  ordered.  FA,  St  191  * 
Presented,  Feb.  4,  828. 

Most-Favonred'Nation  Clauses  in  existing 
Treaties— Return  Presented.  Feb.  S, 
57,  98. 

New  Zealand,  tu  that  tUle. 

Prices  lowest  when  Trade  is  bad,  alleged. 
O.   Mr.  B.  Law.  Feb.  9,  774. 

Reports. 

Annual  Series — Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports— Presented,  Feb.  S, 
52.  94,  106  ;  Feb.  8,  669}  Feb.  9, 
700;  Feb.  16,  1257. 1302. 

MisoelUuieous  Series— Diplonatie  and 
Consular    Reports  —  Presented, 

mjf,53,94. 

SomaUland,  Hmort  for  1902-3,  Fresented, 
Feb.  16, 1474. 

Statistics. 

Board  of  Trade,  oompiled  by. 
Os.   Mr.  a  Law.  FA.  It,  781 ;  Mr. 
Chaplin,  i^i^jr/,  1068. 

Lnports  and  Exports  of  certain  trades 
for  the  Isst  Nins  Years. 
Os.  SirG.  Parker,  Feb.  11, 1044. 

Tarifb,  see  that  title,  also  title  Fiscal 
Policy.  « 


Trade  and  Oommerce~«»i^ 

Tibet— Indian  Timde  wi^ 

Q.    Sir  M.  BhownMgree;  A,  Mr. 

Brodrick,  Feb.  SiSJM^n. 

Return  of  Statistics  relating  to — 
Address  for,  Feb.  9,  714;  Pre. 
sented,  Feb.  in,  1191. 

Treaty  Kkhts,  maintaining  and  extend- 
ing—Ameni  I  men  t  to  Address 
iVlx.  J.  Walton]  Feb.  8,  600. 

e.  IK*  Feb.9,m. 

Trade  Uniona 

Cbiai  QagistCv's  Repert  for  1908,  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  IS,  1268,  IS02L 

Trades  Unions  and  Trade  Diapntes  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  5,481. 

Tzaffoxd  Park  Dock  and  BaUway  Bill 

Introduction  ttf,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t» 
184. 

L  IB.*  Feb.  8, 658. 
Tr&lee 

Mails  between  Limerick  and,  Carriage  of. 
Qs.    Mr.   O'Shaughnessy ;  As.  Lord 
Stanley,  Feb.  11^  1012;  FA.  16, 
1477-1478. 

Trans  Caucasus 

Trade  Report— Presented,  FA.  S,  58. 

Transport  Service 

Gibraltar,  Transport  of  Stores  to,  Contract 
for — AdvisaBility  of  issuing  fresh 
Tenders, 

Q.  M.  Partington;  A.  Mr.  Frrtymanr 
Feb.  /O,  842,  843. 

CHbtaltar  and  Malta -Shipping  Contracts 
for  conveyance  of  Stores  tfr— Employ- 
ment of  Special  Government  Vessels. 
Q.   Master  of  Elibank;  A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Fdt.  4,  382. 

Transvaal 

Administratire  Policy  of  the  Government 
Os.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Feb.  16,  1536, 
1536. 

Prosperity  and  development  of  the 
Transvaal  tbe  Keystooe  to  Soutik 
African  prospericy. 
O.  Mr.  nake,  Feb.  16,  1567, 
1S68,  1574. 

GcilBOrship  of  Private  Correspondence  in 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  Ellis;  As.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Feb.  9,  719 ;  Feb.  16,  1484. 

Chinese  Labour,  ImportHtion  of. 

Debates  [hor^]  Feb.  11,  965 ;  Feb.  li, 
1141 ;  [Commons,  on  Amend- 
ment to  the  AddreM  In 
Answer]  Feb.  16, 1501. 


Agricnltnral  industry,  efibot  on, 
1618.     Digitized  DyV 
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TkioiTaal— eon<. 

Chineeo  Libbnr^eeiil 
Dtbata—coRt. 

American  uid  Anstimlian  Mining 
Ctnditims,  Ccmpariaoo  m, 
wii^  Booth  Afriou,  1518, 
1588. 

AristocrMy  of  White*  sapported 
by,  and  dependant  on,  oolonr- 
ed  men— Lord  Milner^s  ideaJ, 
aU*^,  1516, 1617. 

Aoatratiui  attitude  towards  the 
attempted  introdnetiiHl  in 
1888;   I15T,  1164. 

Bloemfontein  Conforenoe  Rewdln- 
t  on  984,  997, 10H  1057,  1684. 

Blue-book— Limited  nnmber  of 
oopiet  sapplied,  982. 

Boer  opinion,  1«21,  1«S1,  1541- 
1544.  1657,  1561. 

British  Feeling,  1532. 

BritiMli  goods  and  material— In- 
eraaae  in  porohaee  of,  likely 
to  remilt  from.  1148,  1147, 

British  Gniana  and  Trinidad  pre- 
cedent^  llfiS,  1181.  IMfl. 

Britiffh  Labonr. 

Exclnaion  ot  967,  977,  1141. 

1560  ""^^ 

Increased  empIoymeDt  likely 
to  result,  11^1 145, 1146, 
1188,1518,1627,1684. 

Cspe  Colony,  Attitude  of,  978  979 
9fl8  1149.  1157.  1171.  i507 
1531,1547,1563,1692. 

Capitalisi  s,  prepOTideiating  in- 
fluenoe  of,  1654,  1561.  1577 
1578,  1582,  1581*,  1686. 

Central  African  Labonr,  Itn- 
pracUcability  of  the  Scheme, 

Characteristica  of  the  low  class 
Chinese,  1502. 

ChiDMe  Authorities,  Official 
pledgei  to,  ■  Necessity  for. 
980,  981,  1185,  1552. 

Chinese  Minister  in  London. 
Lettta-  from,  H85. 

Colonies,  Opinion  in,  1519,  1533. 

1547.  1594. 
Commercial  integrity.  Standard 

of,  among  the  Chinese,  1573. 
Con.petil  ion    between  Chinese 

an  l  ordinary  shopkeepers  of 

the  Country,  Regulations  as 

to,  974,  U84. 

Consideration  and  diMoussion  of 
the  qoestion  in  Parliament 
Pacihties  for,  981,  995.  1189, 
1529. 1534,  1665. 
Crown  Colony  v.  Self-Goven.ing 
Colony  treatment,  967.  983, 
W6.  996,  1172,  1620,  1539 
1566  1563,  1580. 
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De  Bern  MinM,  Tnatmnir 
Wages  and  Mortality  d 
native  laboorara,  m^9t. 
1149. 

Kimberle^   and   tlw  lUai 
Conditions  oC,  ooBlntfsl 

m3.  1150. 

Despatches  from  Lord  Mibam 
^en  t»  extemao,  MG^  90, 

Ectmomic  Conditions  and  Neen- 
nties  of  the 'I'raoKTaaL 
1534-1536,  1568. 

ESeoc.  oo  other  Col<Miies,  llSSi 

Far  Eastern  Cmis,  Inofipoitw 
time  for  N^otiations  wia 
tlie  Chinese  (&r«iiiiNnt,9^ 

980,  1152. 

Federation  of  South  Africa,  Efei 
of  Introduction  of  OiioeseaB. 
979,  91)0,  11^  1606,  IShT. 
1522. 

Financial  necessity  argnsMsL 
968,  982,987,  1172,  IlTi, 
1186,  1507.  ldU9i,  ISS7, 
1528,  J534,  1637,  1538, 
1664,   1574,   1578,  15W. 

Contradictory  SCatesienti  In 
Lord  Milner,  968,  tm, 
1507,  1593. 

Gold  Pruiluction— StatistieL  ISK, 
1623. 1527. 

Good  etiect.  which  work  in  (be 
mines  has  oa  tba  natim, 
1161.  1568 

Imnii^ratitm  Ordinaneos, 

meanbifflf. 

Indian  Coolies,  ConditiwH  e( 
similar  t  •  ihose  proposed  for 
Chinese,  1165. 

Insnffioisnt  Evidence,  1^.  1533, 
1665. 

Inte-  ferenee  far  the  Hcmim  Goven- 
iiient,  mistaken  Pdiev  ol 
1603.  ' 

Labour  Commissifm. 

Composition  of,  966,  985^  9S8^ 
1517. 

£viden<«  before,  Extiamdia- 
ary  Nature  of,  1529. 

Majority  Report,  Evidcneecf, 
966,  985,  989,  1517.  1S» 

Minority  Report,  Evidoice,  o(, 
990,  1513,  1677.  liBS^ 
1688. 

Native  Labour  Stt|mlT,  Cdb- 
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Tnuiifful— coRt 

Chinfse  Laboor — eotU^ 
Debates — conl. 

Ijilwnr  GommttBitm—co»t. 
Twins  4^  Refnenoe. 

AltenwtWe  supply,  Qaes- 
tion  of,  exelnded, 
1557,  1662. 
Chinese  lAboor  Qmstion 
exoloded,  IfiSB,  IMS. 
1581. 

Le^latire  Coancil. 

Constitntion  of,  1621,  1698. 

Views  of,  9M,  985.  996,  999, 
1148,  1170,  1621.  1639, 
1698. 

Limitation  of,  to  the  Band  Mines, 

im. 

Local  Area  of  Sapply. 

Efforts  made  to  procure  Labour 
within  the  Soath  African 
Repablic,  1546,  1587. 
Lat»our  Association,  Work 

of,  1687. 
Labour  OmmissiOD,  Report 
of,  989,  1646. 
Marriages,  Hybrid,  Deterioration 
ot  the  Ptmnlation  remlting 
from.  1169,  1174,  U76,  1624. 
HeAlianict^  Labonr^aTliig  Cod- 
trirances,   Introduotaon  of, 
1611,  1612. 
Menace  to  the  White  Popalation, 
allied,  1168, 1164. 1664. 

Mining  Indostiy,  Importance  of 

the  Qaesbion  of  Labour,  etc., 
987,    988,  995,   1165,  1171, 

1172,  15.35,  ld»8.  1582,  1580. 

Mooypminy:  Mr.,  Heasons  of,  for 
resigninit  Editorship  of  the 
Star,  1622,  15.'>4. 

Moral  and  Social  Evils  of  herding 
Chinese  in  Eoclosures,  971, 
1002,  1003,  1150,  1169,  1166, 

1173,  1176,  1182,  1188,  1189, 
1603,  1626,  1566. 

"Mnscalar  Machinery"  pomt  of 
view,  971,  972,  977. 

Xatal,  Attitude  of,  996.  1156, 
1641. 

Native  Labour  Supply. 

Difficulty  of  inducing  the 
Kaffirs  to  work,  Boer  pro 
pontions,  etc,  1643, 1669 
1687. 

Labour  Commissioii,  Goucln 
siona  of,  989,  1609,  1517 
1S26,  1646, 15S7. 

Necessity  for  imported  Labour 
1177,  1184,  1187,  1612,  1526 
1637,  1538,  1669,  1684,  1586. 

New  Zealand  and  Australia,  Pro 
t«sts  from,  978.  1170,  1619 
1547,  1592. 

North  Borneo  Experiment,  Saocees 
of,  156a 
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Chinase  Labour— eon'. 

D^eUet—eont. 

Number  of  Labourers  required, 
974,  982, 991, 1166,  ISO^  1603, 
1637,  1675. 
Ofdinance-  Conditions  and  Begu- 
lations.  974,  977,  1001, 
lOUi,  1161.   1162.  1176. 
1179,  1189,    1662,  1563, 
l6S5,  1666,  1676,  1676. 
1592. 

Bans  and  Uistorr  erf  Specnal 
B^nlations,  974. 

Former  Immigratioii  Ordin- 
ances, Comparison  with, 

1178. 

Explaining  Conditions  to 
Labourers  before  leaving 
China,  Arrangemeuts  as 
to,  976.  1167,  1606,  1662. 

Foreign  Oritieisnu,  1606. 

Laying  Coi^  on  the  TaUe  of 
the  Hooae.  1186.  use. 

Permits,  Begolations  as  to, 
1181,  im,  1504. 

Text  of,  and  omlsnons  of 
oertuu  Important  Provi- 
sions, 1179,  1180.  1604. 

Unprecedente  I  nature  of.  973, 
1166,1178,  1188. 

Peruvian  experiment  in  1866— 
Protests  entered  1^  the 
British  Ooverament,  1598. 

Petition,  Value  of,  985,  1622, 

1530,  1577. 
Poll  Tax  on  Chinamen  in  British 

Columbia,  1156,  1173. 
Prejudioe  among  English-speaking 
peoples  against  the 
emmoyment  frf  Chinese^ 
OTlfm  1176,  1624, 
1574. 

Keawns  for  antagonism  to 
Chinese,  1158,  1159. 

Prosperity  and  development  of 
tlie  Transvaal,  the  Keystone 
to  South  African  prosperity, 
1567,  1668,  1574,  1686. 

Pnblic  Meetings,  Value  of.  as 
evidence,  1622. 

Public  opi'iion  in  the  Transvaal, 
999,  1148,  1156,  1169,  1187, 
1620,  1531,  1563,  1693. 

Rand  Mines,  Wages,  treatment, 
and  MorUlity  ot  native 
htbourers,  960,  992. 

"Ranting"  by  Members,  1680, 
1581. 

Referendum,  or  Plebiscite,  Policy 
of  taking.  967,  983,  1000, 
1148.  1520,  1544,  1557- 

Relation  between  numbers  of 
coloured  unskilled  labourera 
wd  nuotbers  of  the  white 

\cont. 


Tra-Tra] 


INDEX 
J».  2—F«h.  16. 


[VoL  199. 


ThniTUl— etmf. 

ChioeM  Labour— eoM#. 
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RMponsibtlity  of  the  Crown,  083. 
SS5.  995.  IIM,  U87>  lfi22. 
1028. 1530.  1551.  1656,  1670k 
1679. 

BlMdeiiia,  Attitude  ot,  928.  1156, 
1641. 

SMnritiM  io  b-i  gyna  by  the 
GoToromeiit  u  to  Uie  monl 
wall'beiog,  eta  of  the 
Ikbonren.  1166,  1173.  1174, 
1184,  1186,  1189, 1551,  15S2. 

Sdf-goveminent,  PnetponemeDt 
of.  as  a  resnlt  of  the  iDtrodoo- 
tion  of  the  Chinese,  1506, 1522. 

SeiDi-alaverv  System  of,  976, 
1162,  1505.  1552,  1572;  1580, 
1594,  1597. 

Shortage  of  labour.  1537,  1638, 
1M3.  1546,  1568.  1568.  1583. 
1585,  1588. 

Spencer,  Prof.  H  ,  opinion  of, 
1524. 

"Temporary"— MfBcalty  of  get- 
rid  of  the  Chinese  onoa  intro- 
daced,  etc..  1141,  IISO,  1153, 
1164,  I58(t. 

Tntde  Unionism  among  the  Chi- 
nese. 1664. 

Two  Governments  in  the  Trans- 
vaal-"Official"  and  "Min- 
ing," alleged,  1518.  1568, 
1577. 

Wages  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
scheme,  1560, 1687, 1601, 1696. 
White  Labour. 

Cost  of,  excessive,  993-905, 
1143.  1144,  1160,  1187. 
1511. 

CresBwell,  Mr.,  argnniente  by, 
in  favonr  of,  1144,  1154, 
1168.  1169,  1510,  1612. 
1549,  1550,  1660,  1570, 
1571. 

Enropeana'  refusal  to  work 
with  Natives,  alleged. 
1510.  1548,  1660,  1561. 
1570.  1689. 

Franchise  Haaga  of , 
in  the  hands  of  "  mixi 
whites,  1590.  1591. 

Jennings,  Mr.,  Evidence  of, 
1515. 

Labour  Leader,  attitude  of, 
1660. 

Labonr  Unions,  fear  of,  on  the 
part  of  the  Employws, 
1614,  1519.  1664. 

Mechanical  labour-saving  con- 
trivances which  ean  be 
used  only  by,  1511, 1612. 

Native  Labour,  replacing  or 
together  with,  case*  of, 
1610^  1648. 
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Chinese  lAboor— eoiril 

DAaiet—eoiu. 

White  Labour — eont, 

Tarbatt,  Mr.  P.,  Letter  from, 
to  Mr.  CreaaweU.0V0,877. 
904.  1168,  1516l 

tdtUB  of  various  kinds  of 
white  labour,  1571,  1576, 
1580, 1500. 

Wives  and  children,  Facffitaes  lor 
introdnctioD  of,  97S,  1601, 
1161.  1166,  1182,  160S,  ISSS, 
1526,  1861,  1656,  1608. 

Wybervh,  Mr..  KeaKHU  of,  fdr 
lesi^iing  CommisriaoatAip 

of  Mines,  1522,  1563. 

British  Workmen  disniseed  froinBaDd 
Mines  for  refusing  to  sign  Pctitkn 
in  favonr  of. 
Q.   Mr.  H.  Samuel;  A.  Mr. 
Lyitoltoo,  Feb.  16,  14S2- 
1493. 

Chinese  Government,  Views  at,  tm 
Begulatimia  with  r^ud  to 
— Steps  to  asoertun. 
Q.  Mr.  Buohanaa  ;  A.  Eari 

PMOy,    FA,    lly  1017, 

1024. 

Ordinance,  Views  on. 

Q.    Mr.  Buchanan;    A.  Eari 
Percy,  iVft.  16,  1404. 

Recruiting.  Consent  for. 
Q.   Mr.  H.  ^^amuel;  A.  Eari 
Perey,  Je6.  15,  1323,  1324. 

ComnuMion  mi.  Me  under  ttAKeadimg 
lAbour  Qneafion. 

Coi  I  muoiidiMiue  from  Self-govwung 
Gotonies  dwwing    Gnvanda  of 

Objection  to— Presenting. 

Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr.  Ljttel- 
ton,  Feb.  10, 847. 

CorreepoDdmoe  relating  to  Present  cd. 

Fa.  IS,  1258,  liOl;  Feb.  16. 
1464, 1474. 

Dieousaiott  in  ^riiamant,  Fanlitiss 

for. 

Ot.  Sir  H.  Campbell-BannecnHUi, 

Feb  8,  128  ;  Mr.  J.  EUia,  17a 
Qe.  Major  Seely,  Sir  C.  McLaren, 

Sir   H.  Campbell-Bannermaa, 

Sir  B.  Beid.  Mr.  H.  Samuel; 

At.   Mr.  Lyttelton.   Mr.  A. 

DougUs,  Feb.  9,  729-732. 
Q».    Sir    C.    McLaren,     Sir  H. 

Campbell-Bannennan.  Mr.  W. 

Redmond  ;  At.  Mr.  A.  Doughs, 

Fa.  IS,  1837.  1338. 

Kind's  Speech,  Omission  oi  maatin 

in. 

Ot.    Earl   Spencer,   Feb.   t,  29; 
Harciness  of  Lansdowne,  44 : 

itiSn  oy 
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Tmunud— oon<. 

ChinMe  Labour — tsotU, 

Ligiilfttiva  Coasdl,  Report  of  prooMd- 
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Q,  Hr.  Baohuaa;  A.  tit.  I^yttel- 
tiaa,Fa>,  IS,  1199. 

Nnmbw  required,  and  term  of  yem 
for  vbich  lAbonrers  are  Imported. 
Q,    Mr.  Bndiaoan  ;   A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton.  Feb.  It,  1198. 

Opinions  on. 

Colonies,  Self-goveminit,  in. 
V.  Sir.  J.  Leog ;  A,  Mr.  I^ttel- 
ton.  Feb.  10,  847. 

Sooth  Africa,  in. 
0$.  iSMqmm  of  Lanedowne, 

Feb.  g,  45  J  Sir  H.  Camp- 

bell-Baiinwman,  126;  Mr. 

J.  EUU,  170. 
Q.  Mr.  Loogh  .A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 

ton,  Feb.  4, 341-342. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  ElliB ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 

ton.  Feb.  16, 1490. 

OrdiB&noe. 

AmendmeotB  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Baobaoan ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,    Feb.  Ig, 

nw. 

CinmlatiDff  Official  Cc^  with 
Amendments. 
Q$.    Sir    H.  Campbell- 
Bannennan,    Sir  R. 
Reid:  A.  Mr.  Lrttel- 
ton,  Feb.  9,  730-7o2. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  ElliB ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton.    Feb.  16, 
1490-1 491. 

Reasons  for. 
Qs.  Mr.  Baohanan,  Mr.  J. 

A.  Pease,  Mr.  Bnxtou, 

Dr.   M&onamara ;  A. 

Mr.  Lyttdtoo.  Feb.  11, 

1029-1024. 
Q.  Mr.  Bnfifaanan;  A.  Mr. 

Lytteltcm,    Feb.  IS, 

1318. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Bnxtcmt  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  16, 
1493. 

Tabling  farther  Amendments. 
Q.  Mr.  Baohanan  ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton.  Feb.  10, 849 

Telegram  eontaining,  Cost  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Norman ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton.    Feb.  16, 
1493-1404. 

Chances     in,     daring  paesace 
tnroagh  Legislative  Connoil, 
Reasons  for. 
Q.  Mr.  8.  Bnxton;    A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,    Feb.  IS, 
litis. 

Chinese  Goremment,  Assent  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Earl 
Psray,  Feb.  16, 14M. 


TransTUl — emit. 

Ohinese  Labour— eo»<. 
Ordtnanca-emf. 


Clause  32,  Sections  of  Acts  referred 
to  fat— Placing  in  the  library. 
Q.   Mr. '  Buchanan ;  A.  iSx. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  10,  846. 

Coaditions,  Inspector  to  see  that 
Contract  is  carried  out,  Ap 
pcrintaioii  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr. 
lyttelton,    F^.  16, 
1818. 

Debate  on.  Opportunity  for — Tab- 
ling Copy. 
Qt.  Mr.  H.  Buxton,  Mr.  Bryoe, 
Mr.  J.   ElUs;     A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton.  Feb.  4,  339-341. 
Q.    Dr.  Macnamata ;   A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,   F^.  IS,  1317, 
1318. 

Explanation  of  Tuus  of  Contract 
to  LabonrBn,  Arrangementsas 
to. 

Q.  Mr.  H.Saamel:  Ifr. 
Lyttelton,     F^.  IS, 

isie. 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr. 
I^tteltcm,  F^.  15, 
1319. 

Former  Immigration  Ordinances 
contrasted  with. 
Oa.  Lord  Stanmore,  Feb.  It, 
1178. 

Indian  Assent  to  CUu»e  34. 
Q.    Mr.   Bochanan ;   A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  11,  1020- 
lOSl. 

OiBcia  Copy  of,  with  Amendments 
— Circulation  of. 
Q».  Sir  H.  Campbell-Ban- 
nerman.  Sir  R.  Reid ; 
A.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Jfeb. 
!).  730-73£ 

Promises,  Definition  of  term  in 
Sections  18. 19  and  20. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,    Feb.  IS, 
1816. 

Section  35.  Ponxvtof  Laws  speci- 
fied in,  the   Provisions  of 
which  would  not  apply  to 
Asiatic  Labourers. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  10, 848. 

Telegraphic  Correspondenoe  relat- 
ma  to,  Presented,  F^.  S,  470  ; 
Feb.  8,  SfiO. 

Transfer  of  ImportetB*  Rights— 
— Labourers'  Consent — -With- 
drawal of  Provision  requiring. 
Q».    Mr.   Robertson,  Mr. 
FWnn  ;  .4.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton./"ci.  11,  1021-1022 


Legality  of. 


INDEX. 
FA.  3— /U.  16. 
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Chinese  Lftboor  —cont. 

OrdinftDM — conL 

Treatment  and  Care  of  Labourers 
on  Voyage,  Airangemmta  as 

to. 

Q.  Sir  R  Gordon ;  ^.  Mr. 

Lyttclton,    Feb.  15, 

1315-131«. 
Q,  Mr.  B.  Bobertaim  ;  A. 

Mr.  LyttdtoD,  ifeb.  Uf, 

1819, 1320. 

Papers  relating  to-  Laying  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Ot.  Sir  a.  Campbell- Banner- 
man,  Feb.  e,  126 ;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  142  ;  Mr.  J. 
Ellis,  160. 

PetitioD  in  favour  of,  Examination  of 
Signatores. 

Mr.  H.  Samuel,  Dr.  Mac- 
namara ;  At.  Mr.  IfVttel- 
ton,  FA.  IS,  1817. 

PniiilaiicHi,  OMUulting  wishes  at 
Q.  Mr.  Longh ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
teb.  4,  »1-S42. 

Progress  of  Movement— Gonsnltation 

of  Government. 

Q.  Mr.  Broadburst;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Fdf.  3,  198. 

Protests  from  South  Africa — Placing 
before  Parliament. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Feb.  16,  1490. 

Becmiting  and  Tranait  Regulations. 

Qi.    Mr.   Buchanan,    Mr.  J. 
Ellis;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Feb.  11,  1022. 
Q.    Mr.  Buchanan ;   A.  Mr. 
Lyttalton,  Feb.  IS,  1319. 

Consent  of  the  Chinese  Gorem- 
nieot. 

Q.    Mr.   H.   Samuel;  A. 

Earl  Percy,   Fa.  IS, 

1323,  i.m 

Information,  giving  to  Labourers 
before  leaving  (Thina. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  Mr. 
Buchanan ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  26, 
1491-1492. 

Ttmei,  The,  Telecram  relating  Post- 
|K>nement  of  Measure  in  Legisla- 
tive Conndl— Correctness  of. 
Q.  Mr.  a  Bnxton;  A.  Mr. 
I^telton,  Feb.  9,  780. 

Wages. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Len«;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Feb.  10,  847. 

Wives  and  Families  of  Labourers, 
Anaogements  regarding. 

Qs.   Sir  B.   Gurdon,  Mr.  H. 
Samuel  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Feb.  S,  577-678. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  10,  848. 

OtHTespondence  relating  to,  presented, 
FA.t,K,Feb.S,m. 
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TnuuTtal— «on<. 

Correspondenoe — eotU. 

Blue  Book— Deapatcbea  from  Lori 
Mihier  not  published  in  extmm. 
Ot.  Earl  of  Portnnoiitb./(i.  11, 
965,  967,  Dnke    of  Msit 
borough,  987. 

Education,  Cost  of. 

Qt.  Mr.  a  MacNeiU ;  A.  Mr.  Lntri- 

ton,  ^e6.i5,  1321,  1322. 

Financial  Posititm  of. 

Ot.  Sic  U.  Campbell  -  Bami  si  MSi , 
FA.  £,  127  ;  Mr.  A.  Onnliv 
lain,  143  ;  Mr.  Baohukan.  IS: 
Mr.  J.  Ellis,  168. 

Government  Three  Per  Cent^  Gnsna- 
teed  Stock  —  Treasniy  MiaMe 
GoataDteeing  Payment  of  IntMl 
and  Prinetpd,  praaeoted,  /IpL  S, 

7ia 

Loan. 

Date  of  Issue  of — Agreements  u 

to  anderrritinff. 
Q.  Mr.  Longh ;  A.  Mr.  Ansten 
Chamberlain.  Feb.  4,  3SS. 

Bate  of  payiuMit  of  first  instil- 
ment, eto. 
O*.  Sir  H.  Oampbdl-BBa- 
nennan,  Fdt.  t,  127; 
Mr.  A.  ChamborlaiB, 
143;  Mr.  Boctes. 
151-155;  Hr.G.Bewks; 
175. 

Non-payment  of  Transraal  Gw- 
antee,   steps    proposed  by 
Government  in  view  of. 
Qt.  Mr.  Boehaaan,  Sir  J. 
Gorst;  A.  Mr.  A.  (3m- 
berlain,  Feb.  4,  3SS^ 
846. 

Official  DocumMits — Laying  as 
the  Table. 

Q.  Mr.  Laboochoe ;  A 
Mr.  Lyttelton.  FA.  4, 
842L 

Food,  Hi^h  price  of 

Growmg  food  in  Uie  Country,  Ms- 
ceasity  for. 
0«.    Earl  (it«y,  Feb.  IS,  1143. 

TviSb  and  Bates  npoa  Foodstofia. 
0.   Earl  of  Portsmouth.  FA.  U, 

966. 

Gold  Ootput  during  January — Statistaes. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Samuel;        Mr.  Lyttelton, 
feb.  IS,  119S. 

Labour  Question  in 

Central  African  Natives,  Importatim 

of 

Impracticability  of  the  aoheroe. 
O.   Duke  of  Marlborongh,  /A 
11,  990.  991. 
Mortalit>[  among  NatlTes— pn- 
hibiting  further  Bewnitiqi— 
Tabling  Papers. 
Qt.    Mr.  a.  Samuel,  Sir  J. 

Digitized  by  (SlfiO^fe-sS 
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TtMlSTUl— cmK. 

Labour  Qnestioa — covU. 

Central  African  Natives— «on<. 

Number  of  Natives  empU^vd — 
Nkture  of  Eogigemeat— Kate 
of  Pay. 

a  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Earl 
Percy,  Feb.  10,  851. 

Reoruiting,  Conditions  of 
Q.   Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Barl 
Fbny,  PO.  IS,  13BA. 

Chamber  of  Mines  of  the  Witwaten- 
rand— R^rt  of —Presenting  C^y 
itf  Originsl  Report. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Samuel;  A.  Mr, 
Lyttelton  ;  Feb.  10,  SiO. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of,  ate 
tub-heading  Chinese  Labour. 

CmuniMion 

Evidence,  Tabling  and  Circulat- 
ing of. 

0$.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Ranner- 
man,  F^.  S,  128 ;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  1^;  Mr.  J. 
EUb,  160. 

Presented,  Feb.  11,  962, 1000. 

Q.  Mr.  Brvce;  A.  Mr.  Lyt- 
telton,/"ei.  4,339-341. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bonner- 
man;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Feb,  9,  730. 

R^iort  of  Labour  Commission. 

Presmted,  Feb.  S,  64.  91. 

Report  of   Labour  Commission 
with  Minutes  of  Proceedings 
and  Evidence— Date  of  pre- 
senting to  Farliunent. 
0$.    Sir  H.  Campbell-Ban- 
nennan,  /e6.   g,  126; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
142  ;  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  160, 

Preeeoted,  Feb.  11,  062,  1000. 

Convict  Labour— Number  of  Convicts 
employed,  Nature  of  offences,  and 
term  of  employment. 
^.    Mr.   Whitlev;  At.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  9,  723  ;  Feb. 
11, 1024-1026 ;  Feb.  IS,  1320, 
1321. 

Immigration  Ordinances,  Origin  of. 
Oa.   Lord  Stanmore,        It,  1178. 

Master  and  Servants  Law  1880,  Law 
No.  3  1885,  and  Peaca  Prerarva- 
tioD  Ordinance — placing  sections 
referred  to  in  Clause  ^  of  Draft 
Labour  Ordinance  in  the  Library. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  10,  846. 

Native  tabonr — 

Difficulties  of  indocintt  the  Kaffirs 
to  work — Boer  propositions, 
•tc. 

O.  Mr.  Duke,  Feb.  16,  1569; 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  1648. 
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Labour  Question — eonf. 

Native  Labour— «on<. 

Tnatment,  Wasiee  and  Mortality 
Ot.  Eaii  of  Portsmouth,  .^e6.  il, 
960,  902;  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, 908  ;  Eari  Orey, 

1140. 

Statistics. 

Q.  Mr.D.  A.  Thooiaa;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  10, 847. 

West    Indies  —  Recruiting  Native 
Labour  from. 
Q.   Mr.  Norman ;    A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  FA.  IS,  1492. 

White    labour.    Employment  of— 
Excessive  Cost,  etc,  allied, 
Oi.    Eart  of  Portsmouth,  Feb. 
11,  070  ;  Marquess  of  Ripon, 
077  ;  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
99.3,994. 

Land  Settlement — Sum  spent  on  Scheme — 
Number  of  Settlers —  Total  acreaf^ 
allocated,  Amount  of  Land  in  arable 
cultivation. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  Ellis ;     ^.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Ftb.  11, 1026. 

Living,  Cost  of. 

Food. 

Growing  in  the  country.  Necessity 
for. 

0.  Earl  Grey,  Feb.  IS,  H43. 

TarifTB  and  Rates  upon  Foodstufis. 
0.  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  leb.ll, 
065. 

Taxation  and  Bailway  rates.  Necessity 

for  redrvstion  "in, 
0.    Earl  Orey,  Feb.  It,  1143. 

MiDM 

De  Beers  Mines  at  KimberlOT— Pay- 
ment of  £30,000  from  War  Com- 
pensation Vote. 
Q.   Mr.  Whitlev  ;   w4.  Hr.  B. 
Davenport,  Feft.  9,  710-790. 

Gold  out-put  of,  during  January — 
Statistics. 
Q,  Mr.  Samuel;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Feb.  It,  1198. 

Labour  for,  tee  aub-headings  Chinese 
lAbonr  and  Labour  QnestiMi. 

Railways  in— Government  Porohaae  <A — 

Amount  paid. 

Q.     Mr.    Buchanan  ;      A,  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Feb.  S,  677. 

Tariffs  and  Rates  upon  food -stuffs, 
0.    Earl  of  Portsmouih,  Feb.  11,  965. 

Three  per  cent.  Guaranteed  Stock— Pay- 
moat  of  Interest  Hnd  Repayment  of 
Principal — Treisu'V  Minute  guaran- 
teeing, presented,  Feb.  8,  564. 

Tntvers  Foundation 

Capital  and  Income  Aceoonte-weBcnted* 
Feb.  IS,  1258, 13ft^,t,zed  byXjOOgre 
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Tnwlinx 

Forth,  Firtb  of,  (Ue«l  trawling  is— lAmng- 
ing  with  li^t-keepen  to  ra^rt  oaaeB, 
propoaed. 
V-   Capt    KIUm;    ^.   Ur.  S. 
Diokaea.  FA.  IS,  1827. 

Treuuy 

Fir*t  Lord—Ur.  A.  J.  Balibnr. 

PrOMcntioiis  by — Power  of  th«  Attorney- 
Gfluersl  to  Order,  Cwie  of  the 
London  Mid  Globe  Hiuiioe  Cor- 
poration. 

Statemaa  [Sir  B.  Finlu]  Feb  9, 1SS~ 
167. 

Amoant  oatateudiog — Bate  of  Interest 
ud  Periods  of  renewsL 
Q.   Mr.  Bnebaaan ;  A,   Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Fa.4,m. 

Tenders  for— Amended  Kegulations  pre- 
aented,  Feb.    09,  94. 

Trinidad 

Port  of  Sptun  DUtarbanoes — Oompenn- 
tion  to  Relatives  of  the  Killed. 
Q.   Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  LyttelUm. 
FA.  11,  loss. 

Trinidad  and  TolMfo 

Annual  Report  (1902-3)  preeented,  64,  90. 

TmstM  Savings  Banks 

Inspection  Committee,  Annual  Report 
presented,  Feb.  16,  1464,  1474. 

Mie  Bailwaya.  London 

Board  of  Trade  Inspectioo— PreGaati<»8 
agBinst  Risks  from  Fire. 
Q.   Sir.  T.  Dewar  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  8,  5S6-587. 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Compensation  Bill 
e.  IB.*       J,  483. 

TnftattU,  Liaat.-Ool.  E.  [Esaez,  8.E.] 

Cabiolee  for  Soldiers  at  Tid worth  Barraoks 
—Adoption  of  OnUole  System,  Feb.  8, 
674. 

Map  of  N.  Ladysmith — oontinaiag  Sooth- 
wards— Additioaal  Fonda  for  Maps, 
FA.  U,  1016. 

Turlwjr 

Loan— Imperial  Ottoman  Ooaranteed  Loan 
of  I860 — Account  for  1903  presented, 
Feb.  g,  69,  94. 

Macedonian  Crisis,  see  Maoedonia. 

Trade  Beports— Presented,  Feb.  g,  63. 

Turco-Bnlgarlaii  War 

PoBsibilitiee  of  outbreak  owing  to  disturbed 
state  of  Macedonia. 
O.  Mr.  H.  L%w,  Feb.  ^  362;  Mr. 
Bryce,  373 ;  Lord  Newten,  FA. 
IS,  im 

no 


Twelve  o'clock  mle 

SnapensiOQ  of. 

Motion  [Mr.  A.  DouUeJ  FA.lli 
134a 

Zyiumoatk  Oalyoiation  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  Honae  oi  liocds,  Fek  i, 
184. 

/.  ISL^FA.  S,  557. 
^*FA.  Ig,  113& 

Tyaenmitb  Oaa  Bill 

Introduction  of,  f n  Hooae  oi  Locdi^  M.  i, 
184 

Is.*/'e6.  5,558. 
2ft.*  Feb.  16,  1453. 

Tyneeide  Tramways  and  Tramnwds  Bill 
IntzodneUtm  of,  in  Honee     Loidai,  FA.  i 
184. 

I.  lE.*  FA.  8,  668. 
2B.'  FA.  i6, 1463 

Ttroae 

Oault  Estate,  Sale  of— Order  made  in  IHIfi, 
StMps  t^en  to  carry  oat,  FMitioa  ft 
the  nopwty,  ete. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  W.  RosaeU;  A.  Uz. 
Wyndham,  FA.  15, 1332. 

Uganda 

Mombasa—Victwia  Railway — ^Bopart  Ttt- 
aented,  ^e6.    64,  93. 

Report,  Geneial,  Praeanted.  Feb.  ttSi,ia- 

Ulster  Elactric  Power  Sill 

bteodaotioB  oi,  in  Hooee  oi  Lordi,  FA.  f, 
184. 

I.  IB.*  Feb.  8, 668. 
2b.*  fa.  is,  1188. 

Undsniied  flat  Hdi 

StetUUSm  Fisheries  BiU. 

Unemployed 

SUtistics  for  1903— Board  of  Trade  Bhe^ 
book. 

Ot.    Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  /0»  87D ;  Sir 
H.  Vincent^  871 ;  FA.  IS,  1SI& 

Unexpended  Balaneaa 

Totai  Amounts  surrendered  to  tlie  Ex- 
chequer in  each  of  the  last  teoi  yesn. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Hope  ;  A.  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  FA.  9,  716-717- 

Union  WorUioasee 
Irish. 

Amalgamation  <tf— Holding  Local  la- 
qniries. 

Q.   Sir  T.  Esmonde  ;  A,  Ur. 
Wyndham.  FA.  16,  148QL 

Otanard— Rmnoval  of  Master  for  Neg- 
lect of  l>aty — (jueation  of  Kt- 
appointing  the  old  Master. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  P.  f^rreU  ;  A.  Mr. 
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Uaton  WorkhonsM— eon^ 

Iriih — cont. 

InBpeotan  —  Appoinuunkt  of  Mr. 
OX!)oniior,  Qoalifioitdoiia,  Bwom 
for  AppointmeDt,  etc 

Q.     Mr.  J.  Devlin  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  15,  1333. 

North  DnUin  Union — SuppoBed  Death 
ot  au  Inmate — Inqairy  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    Sloan  ;     A.  Mr. 
WTiidhani,  Feb.  26, 1483. 

Uaitod  BtatM  of  America 

Alaska  Boundary  Qusitioii,  see  thai  titie. 
Flacal  FropoMli,  tee  Fiscal  Polioy. 
Home  Market,  Command  of. 
Oe.   Sir  6.  Faifcer.  Feb.  11, 1042-1043. 

Import  Tariff— Artidea  chanced  with  Doty 
0.   Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  ;  ^.   Mr.  B.  Law, 
Feb.  S,  477. 

light  and  Harbour  Dues  io  Zanzibar,  Pay- 
ment of— Convention  Presented, 
Feb.  IS,  1188. 

Mail  Service  to  Great  Britain — Number 
ol  Days,  Hours  and  Minates  oooapied 
in  IVannt,  and  names  of  Steameia — 
Retnm  ordered,  Feb.  IS,  1302L 

Parcel  Post  to  Hong-Kona — Convention 
Pnsented,  Feb.  «,  06,02. 

St.  Louis  Exhibition — Accoants  of  Royal 
CommiaBum— Treasanr  Minute  for 
anditing  of,  Presented,  Feb.    09,  M. 

Trade  Report— Presented,  Feb,  »,  58. 
Univenitiu 

Oxford  and  Cambridge — Statu  tee  made  by 
Governing  Bodies  Prasenfeed,  2, 
72,10^03. 

Scotland. 

Dejjree  of  Bachelor-of-Law,  Ru:iila- 
tioDS  for,  laid  before  the  House, 

72,  104. 

Edinbmgh  University. 

Ffnanoes- Annual  Report  Pre* 
sented,  Feb.  g,  70,  104. 

Statistical  Report,  Annual,  Pre- 
sented, /"eft.     70,  104. 

tilasgow  University— Statistical  Re- 
port, Anaual,  Preaented,  FA.  £. 

70, 106. 

UniveTBity  OoUegea 

Reporto  Preaentod,  Feb.  2,  60,  88. 

UniTsni^  Bdncation,  Inland 

see  Edaoation— Ireland. 

Unopposed  Bill  Oonunitteea 

Chairmen's  Puiel,  Appmntment  of  Mem- 
bers—Report, Fdt.  11, 1089. 

Yacdnation. 

Barbados,  Prisoa  Rule  presented,  FA.  #, 

65 ;  Feb.  S,  190. 
Compulsory— Cost  incurred  through  en- 
KVoement  of. 
G.  Mr.  Crooks ;    A.  Mr.  V.  Caven- 
dish, Feb.  15,  1627. 

Ill 


Tal«ntta  Ferry 

Improvements — Decision  aa  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Bolaad;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham 
Feb.  11,  lOSff. 

Talnation 

Belfut— Appeals  against  re-vahiation. 
Reasons  for  Commission  not  hearing. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  O'Connor;    A.  At. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  IS,  1300. 

Law  aa  to— Amendment  (rf— LegisliUive 
proposals  of  the  Session. 
Oe.   Earl  Spencer,  Feb.   t,  28 ; 
Mr.  Hardy,  111. 

Workmen's      Cottages  —  Assess- 
ment of. 
Q.  Mr.  Channisg;  .<4.  Mr. 
W.  Long,  Feb.  6, 476-476. 

*'YaiexaUa,''H.H.8. 

Gun  Bighte,  defects  in,  alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  Hannsworth ;  A.  Ml.  Pretyman, 
Feb.  15, 1303. 

Ventilation 

Hoose  of  Commons—  Progress  of  work. 
Q.  Mr.  Wylie  ;  A.  Lord  Baloarres,  Feb. 
5,  473-474. 

y ^etoria  University  of  Mancharter  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  FA.  t, 

184. 

/.  IR.*  FA.  8,  558. 

Vietocla  tTnivmlty  of  T^Ddifre  BUI 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  t, 
184. 

I.  IH.*  FA.  8,  568. 

Vincent,  Oolonel  Sir  G.  E.  H.  [Sheffield, 
Central] 

Fiscal  ptopottls,  FA.  IS,  1341. 

King's  Speech  —  Address  in  Answer, 
Feb.  t,  156  ;  FA.  16, 1341. 

Vohuteer*. 

Officers— Defioiency  of.  FA.  4,  331. 

Strength— Comparison  of  Stoengths, 
Feb.,  1901  and  1901,  FA.  ^981. 

Vincent,  Sir  E.  [Kxeter] 

King's   Speeoh  —  Address  in  Answer, 

Feb.  lis,  1208. 

Volonteen. 

Annual  Return  for  1002  presunted,  Feb. 
69,  OL 

Artillei^ — Re-armam«Qt  of  MoUle  Bat 

teriea. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Ormeby-tiore  ;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  FA.  10,  844, 
846. 

Officers. 

Shortage  in. 

0$.  Sir  H.  VinoaDt,  FA.  £,  157. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vmcent ;  A.  Mr.  Iniold- 
Forster,  FA.  4,  331. 


Recruiting  Falling  off  in. 
Os.  Sir  H,  Vincent,  FA. 
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ResigDatUiai  fronii  Nnmbar  of. 

Of.  Sir  H.  Vinoant,  Feb.  g,  197. 
Strmigth  of  —  CompkriMn  of  Strengths, 
Feb.  1901  and  1904. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vinoent;    A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forater,  f^.  4, 881. 

Votes  and  ProMedingB  of  the  Hoom 

Sassi'uul  Order,  Feb.  t,  81. 

Wagoi 

Piecework — Weuing  Apparel,  Mnofttc- 
ture  of— RegnlmoiM  pTMMited,  Feb: 
i,  69,96. 

Seamen. 

Decea&ed— Aocovnt  of  Sams  raceived 
and  paid,  presented,  feft.  t,  101 ; 

Feb.  4,  305. 

Transmission  of— Account  presented, 
Feb.  i.  101 ;  F^.  4,  305-906. 

Wales 

Gensns  TaUes— Index  preaented,  Fefr.  t, 
S6,  91. 

Coal.  SmokeleBs— Ana  of  Coalfield  in 
Soatli  Wales  —  Estimated  Amount 
fuitable  for  Naval  Purposes — Total 
Amount  exported  to  Foreign  Coontries 
1903— Securinif  Future  Supply. 
Qt.  Sir  L.  Knowles,  Mr.  Coghill  ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Feb.  8, 581- 
682. 

Coaling  Sti^ion   proposed   in  Soath— 
GovemmeDt  Aoeeptance  of  OCGbt. 
Q.  Mr.  O.  Williams;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Feb.  11,  1020. 

Counties,  grouping  of,  in  Registrar 
General's  Returns— Taking  Steps  to 
publish  Figures  of  eaoh  Couity  separ- 

a-ely,  Feb.  8,  666. 

Uandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay  Light  Railway 
(Deriatuxi  and  Amendm«it)  Order 
presented,  Fdt.     63,  84. 

Walton,  Hr.  J.  [Yorkshire  W.  R  Bamsley]. 

ChinH. 

Manchuria  —  Russian  Evacuation — 
Representations  by  the  British 
Government,  Feb.  16^  1823. 

New-chwang. 

Customs  Administration — 
Measure  to  effect  Russian 
Observance  of  Protocol  re- 
garding, Feb.  4,  345. 

Neutralisation  of,  during  the 
Russo-Japanese  War,  pro- 
posed, Feb.  IS,  1322. 

Railways — British  Bondholders'  In- 
terests— Arrangements  as  to  safe- 
guarding, Feb.  /5,i323. 

Commercial  Tresty  Rights,  Maintaining 
and  Extending — Amendment  to  the 
Address,  Feb.  8,  600. 

Consular  Service,  Beotganisation  and 
Strengthening — Amendment  to  the 
Address,  Feb.  8,  600. 

Kiu^s  Speedt — Address  in  Answo*,  Feb.  8, 
60a 
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Wa3ton«  Ur.  J.-eont. 

KoHM  —  Japanese  Crisis  —  l^ogw  ^ 
Nc«otiatioos,  /Vi.  4>  344. 

TmAn,  Memoranda  on  British — Qoeetioas 
■od  Inquiries  preceding  PnblioAtkia  of 
— L^mg  on  the  Table,  Feb.  4, 34S. 

War 

See  titles  Sooth-African  War,  and  Row- 
Japanese  War. 

WarOfflee 

Swretary  of  State— Mr.  H.  O.  AnaU. 
Forster. 

Under  5eer«fory— Eari  ni  Donoiit^ilMce. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  W.  'Bnmlmf 

Davoiport. 
CoQtraots.  see  Army — Contract*. 
Intelligence  Department. 

Mape— Ladyamith— Cootinmn^  Maps 
of   N.,  Southwards — AdddtioiMl 
Ftands  for  Maps. 
Q.     Col.    Tufnell;     A.  Ur. 
Arnold-Forstnr,    Ftb.  U, 
1016,  1017. 
Recognition  of  Officers'  Wor*. 
Q.  Dr.  Maonamara  ;  A.  Mr.  AnoU- 
Forster,  FOt.  11,  101& 

Reform. 

Army  Council,  Institntitmof,  propoaed. 
Of.  Earl  FitEwilliam,  Feb.        10 : 
Sir.  H.  Gamph^.BannennaB, 
124. 

Reconstruction  Committee'B  Bqurt 
anARoooromendationa— preaenteJ, 
Feb.  S,  47a 

Of;  Mr.  Hardy,  100. 

biterim  Report  of  Committee,  TaUing 
and  Circulating  to  Members. 
Q.  Major  Evana.GoniUMi  ;  A. 
Mr.  Amtdd-Forater,  Feb.  4, 

331. 

OfBcers  diapensed  with,  onder  the  nav 
Scheme — Provisicm  hx. 
Q.  Mr.  R  Lneaa;  A.  Mr. 
Anudd-Foretor,    Fei.  IS, 
I486.  1487. 
Scheme  for — Date  of  Diacnaeioii  oo — 
Nature  of  Discnasion. 
Qs.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  Sir  C.  Dilke ; 
A.    Mr.  Amold-Fonter. 
F^.  16. 1486-1486. 

Warwick  and  Leamington.  Boija0L  of 

Pariiamentary  Bye- election — New  Writ^ 
Feb.  S,  74 ;  New  Nembw  Smnn,  77. 

Watford  and  District 

Light  Railway  Order^Preaented,  Feb.  5^ 
471. 

Watford  and  District  Tramways  (Bxten- 
sUm  of  Time)  BUI 

e.  1R«  Feb.4,Z2ia. 

Weaver  Navigation  ( Additional  Flnaaee) 

Bill 

Introduction  of,   in   Hooaa  of  Lords, 

Feb.  t,  184. 
/.  1  R*  Feb.  8,  668. 

2  a*  Feb.  It,  1138^  i 
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WwTer  Navisttioii  (Ooiurtitation  and 
Fiuiiea)  BUI 

Introductioa  of,    in  Honae   of  Lorda, 

Feb.  2,  184. 
/.  1  B*  Feb.  8,  m. 
2  B*  FO.  IS,  12S7. 

WdchtsTand  Haasnras 

Fif^pooiul  Weight — New  DeDominatitm 
of— Order  in  Gonnoil  approvini^  pre- 
■ented.  Feb.  S,  95, 104. 

Weifhts  and  Hoasnres  BUI 

e.  1      Feb.  S,  481. 

WeUchts  and  Heasnies  (Uetrie  Syttem) 
Bil 

/.  1  E*  Feb.  g,  73. 
W^-haiwti. 

Kuiso-Japanese  War  —  Ramoais  ai  to 
riving  to  the  Japaneie  as  a  Naval 


Ot.  Earl  Spencer,  Marquess  of 
Laiudowne,  Feb.  IS,  11S9  ;  Feb. 
IS,  1358. 

W^>  Mr  J-  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty.] 

Avoch  Harbour  —  Constmotion  of — Pro- 
poned Provision  of  Fishery  Board  in 

Aid  of,  Feb.  11,  1029. 

Canoer  Cases  in  India— Reoordine  separ- 
ately in  Dispensary  and  Hospital 
Retnnu,  Feb.  XI,  1013. 

Cuiton-Kowlotm  Railway  —  Progress  of, 
Feb.  10,  8S2. 

Chiromo  uid  Blantyre  Railway— Washing 
away  of  Embankment— Coet  per  Mile 
of  Contiwjt.  Feb.  11,  1017, 1<»7. 

Deer  Foreeto,  Soottish— Number  of  Acres 
added  to,  in  the  Crofting  Conntles, 
Feb:  16, 1496. 

Oaya  Bay— Establishment  of  Naval  Base 
at,  Feb.  16,  1499. 

Lewis,  Island  of—Report  on  Social  Coa- 
dition  of— Steps  to  be  taken  with 
r^rd  to,  Feb.  4,  349. 

Maeleod,  late  Qnarterroaster  Sergeant— 
Lo88  of  Watch  of,  8enth<Nne  to  Rela- 
tives—Question  of  CompenBadon, 
Feb.  16,  1488. 

Scottish  Crofters'  Act  1886— Advisalnlity 
of  Extending,  to  Small  Tenants  hold- 
iDg  under  Lease,  F^.  11, 1030. 

Soudan — Government  Appointments  in- 
Educational  Terts  for,  Feb.  10,  851. 

Transvaal  Labour  Question — Importation 
of  Central  African  Labonren— Number 
ef  Natives  employed— Nature  of 
Engagement— Bote  of  Fay,  Feb.  10, 
861. 

Trinidad— Port  of  Spain  Disturbances— 
Cnnpensatioa  to  Relatives  of  the 

ka\ei,Feb.ll,lim. 

Whisker— Blends  of  Malt  with  Raw  Grain 
or  German  Spirits  described  as  Malt 
Whiskey — Government  Action  to 
restrain.  Feb.  11, 102S. 

VOL.  CXXIX.    [Fourth  Smum.] 


WeOty,  Lt-061-  A-  0.  E.  [Taunton.] 

Sontli  African  War,  Condnot  of,  etc.— 
Ouuges  ag^nBt  Ministers,  Fdt.  6, 
630. 

W^ilincton  (Somarsat)  Om  BOX 

c.  lR.*^«fr.  ^320. 

WemysstEarlof 

Fiscal  Policy— State  and  Prospects  of 
Trade— B(nral  Comroiasion  of  Inquiry 
pn^osed,  Feb,  807- 

West  Indies 

Recruiting  Labour  for  the  Transvaal  mines 
from. 

Mr.  Norman,  Mr.  Malcolm  ;    A . 

Mr.  Lyttelton,  Feb.  16,  1492. 

Sugar  producers — Belief  Grant  for — Dis- 
tribution of — I^ndple  of  Allotment — 
Granting  Retnm  snowing  Names  of 
Firms  and  Portions  allotted. 

Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Mr.  LytteltOD* 
Feb.  8,  578. 

Voleanie  Eruptions  in  1902  and  1903- 
Correspondence  relating  to,  wesented, 
Feb.  S,  57,  90. 

Weat  Hetropolitan  Bailmy  Abandon- 
ment Bui 

Introduction   of,   in  House  of  Lords, 
Feb.  IB,  184. 
IB.'  Feb.  8,  558. 

Weat  Hetropolitan  Railway  (Extenidon 
of  Time)  BUI 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb, 
184. 

/.  Is.*  ^06.5,558. 

Weet  Biding  Tramways  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Loids,  FA.  t, 
164. 

/.  la.*  FtA.  8, 658. 
2R.*  Feb.  16, 1453. 

Westhonfhton 

ParUamentary  Byfr«leotion— New  Writ, 
F^  S,  74 ;  Nenr  Member  awom,  77, 

Wcstninitar  Abbey 

Chapter  House— Treatment  of  Decided 
Stonework  —  Memoranda  Fresoited, 

Feb.  g,  64,  90. 

Weston-snper-Hare  Oxand  Pier  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb- 1, 
184. 

I.  IB.*  Feb.  8,  658. 

Westphalian  Collieries 

Ank^ostonuasia  in — Report  Presented, 


(yiostoii 
Feb.t, 


60.83. 


Wheat 

Supply  of— Colonial  SuppUes— EflM;  of 
protection  in  event  of  nilure  of  supply. 
0.  Sir  J.  Dickson-Pt^der,  Feb.  10, 
935-     Digitized  by  GOOQle 
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Wltiskey 

Blends  of  Malt  with  Raw  Grain  orG«rm&n 
Spirits  described  u  Whisky— Proposed 
GoTemmeot  Action  to  Restrain 
Q,  Mr.  Weir,  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
F^.ll,  1028. 

Immature — Increase  io  Lona^  and  Crime 
dne  to  Consnmption  of — Iroliibition  of 
Clearing  Immature  Whiskey  from 
Bond. 

Q.   Mr.   MaoVe^h,  A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  15, 1325. 
lodiseriminate  labelling  of,  as  Irish  or 
Scotch,    according    to    Needs  of 
Customer  allied, 
Q.     Mr.    Kilbride;  A.    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  15,  1326. 

Whitby  Ctes  BUI 

e.  lB.»Fe6.  ^320. 
2b.*  Feb.  IS,  1900. 

Whitley.  Ur.  J.  H.  [Halifax] 

Transvaal  Mines. 

Convict  Labour  for— Offer  of  Transvaal 

Government — Number  of  Conviots 
employed— Nature  of  Offences — 
Terms  of  Supply  to  Mines,  Feb.  11, 
1024-1025  ;  Feb.  15,  1320,  1821. 

De  Beers  Diamond  Mines— Payment 
of  £30,000  from  War  Compensa- 
sation  Vote,  /"e*.  9,  719-72a 

JcAannesburgh  Gold  Mines- Offer  of 
Convict  Labourers  from  Trans- 
vaal Government— Total  Number 
of  Convicts  employed,  Feb.  9,  723. 

Whitnunrelfr.  0-  A.  [Chelsea] 

Duke  of  York's  School— DUpoaal  of  Site, 
Feb.  8,  672. 

Wicklow 

Magistracy— Numbers  of  Protestants  and 
Roman  Catholics  appointed  since  1695 
—Total   Numbers  of   each  holding 
present  Appointments. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  4,  352. 

Wild  Birda  Protection  Acts  Amendment 
Bill 

c.  2b.'  Feb.  16,  1600. 

WiUlAnu,  Hr.  A.  0.  [Merionethshire]. 

Coaling  Station  in  South  Walea— Govern 
ment  Acceptance  of  Offer,  Feb.  11, 
1020. 

Wilson,  Mr.  F.  W.  [Norfolk,  Mid] 

Agricultural  DepresHion,  Number  of 
parliamenlary  inquiries  into,  held 
last  century,  Feb.  15,  1304. 

Guns,  Quick-firing— Numba:  porohased 
from  Germany— New  Pattern,  F^.  a, 
336. 

King's  Speech--Addrem  in  Answer. 
Feb.  5,  535. 

Pom  ppnu.  British-made-Number  bud 
pued  to  Boers  and  Dates  of  Supply. 
Feb.  4,  336. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  F.  W.— 

South  African  War,  Pr^iaxatictis  for.  and 
Conduct  of — Charges  agaiiiiirfr  Mini*- 
ters,  Feb.  S,  535. 

WUtsUre 

Charities  in— Retam  preBeDted,  FeA.  f 
713. 

Chippenluun  Diviucm  —  CotMerati'e 
MemW  opposed  and  attadcad 

Member  of  the  Government,  tn  ih' 

Fiscal  Policy. 
Os.    Mr.  J.  Morley,  Feb.   S,  C36 
637  ;  Loni  H.  CecU.  Feb.  5.  ifZ : 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  10,  S63  ; 
E.  Grey,  8S7  ;  Mr.  W.  Ln^.  | 
897  ;    Sir   Dickson  •  Pnuder.  | 
80f),  809,  038  ;    Mr.  Choiclh 
bill,  007. 

Windinc-np  of  Oonq^anies 

General  mles  as  to,  presented.  11, 
064. 

Wire  Trade 

Condition  of, 
Ot.   Sir  J.  Bnmner,  FOt,  li,  1114 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

Berlin,  Preliminary  Confereoce  at— 
Proc^  Verbaux  and  Protocole  Fiad 
presented,  Fb&.  g,  60,  89. 

WithnellOosBin 

Introdnction  of,  in  Honse  of  Lords,  />&  * 
184. 

L  IB.*  FOi.  8,  508. 
2b.*  FdK  IB,  1257. 

Witnesses 

Evidence  to  be  given  to  the  House 
Commons — Persona   tampering  with 
Witnesses,  etc ,  Sesoonal  &der,  Fih.  f , 
SO. 

Workhouses 

See  Union  Workhonsea. 

Wolseley,  Visct 

South  African  War  —  Warnings  a:  .i 
Recommendations  in  1S98,  i, 
390-892. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill 

e.  IR.*  /W.  4, 320. 
2K.*  FtA.  9, 711. 

Wolverton,  Lord 

"Grecian,"  Strandine  of— SospCTsion  of 
Captain  Harrisoi?i>  certificate  hv  the 
Canadian  Government,  Qnestii'm  of 
repayment  of  costs  of  App^,  Feb.  IS, 
1469. 

"  Isle  of  I^ewis  "  and  "  Dnimbain,"  Strsod- 
ing  of  —  Circumstances  attending, 
Investij^tion  into,  ttc,  Feb.  16,  1470. 

Loading  -  Port   Clause   in    Articles  of 
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Employment  of 

Clerks  \n  Crown  OfGces— Hoars  of 
Work—Overtime— Kate  of  PftV. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Johnstone ;  A.  Mr. 
Ljttelton,  Feb.  8,  973. 

Fifcctories  and  WorkBhops,  in— Over- 
time lEeffnlatione— Order  pre- 
aented,  Feb.  €,  69,  97. 

Factory  Inspectors— Appointmeot  in  the 
Potteries. 
Q.  Sir  C.   Dilke;    A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  9,  716. 

Dutieti,  Reason  for  Appointment — 
Status. 

Q.  Mr.  Cogliill;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Fefr.  16,  1494- 
1406. 

Woollen  and  Wonted  Trade 

Foreign  Competition,  Effect  of. 

Os,  Mr.  T.  Taylor, /"eft.       1417,  1418; 
Sir  W.  Tliorbom.  1420. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

France  and  United  Kingdom  —Value 
of  Ezporto,  1849-&3  and  1899-1903. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  ^.  Mr.  B. 
Uw,  Feb.  6,  476-478. 

Statistics  for  last  nine  years. 
09.  Sir  G.  Parker,  Fdt.  11,  1044. 

Protective  Measores,  Effiact  of. 

Oa.  Mr.  Crambie,  Feb.  IS,  1225. 

Working  Olasses 

Collections  for  the  Relief  of —Reduction  of 
Balance  in  the  Bank  of  England — 
Explanation  of. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Feb.  9,  726. 

Compensation  Schemes — Report  of  Chief 
Registrar  for  1903  Presented,  F«6.  IS, 
1268,  1302. 

Condition  of. 

Comparisons  with  Conditions  of,  in 
Cobden's  time. 
0.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  10,  868. 

Fiacal  System,  Revision  of,  with  a 
view  to  Improvement  of. 
O.  Sir  U.  Hartley,  Feb.  10, 946 ; 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  954. 

CotbH^  of— Differences  between  Assess- 
ment of,  and  of  similar  Cottages  when 
the  Kates  are  Compounded. 

Q.   Mr.  Channing;  A.    Mr.  W. 
Long,  Feb.  5, 475-476. 

Bflleieney  of  Wwlcmen,  Duration  of. 
0.  Mr.  Uoyd-George,  Feb.  10,  953. 

Bavmgs  of  British  Workmen  the  lowest  in 
Europe,  aliened. 
Of.  Sir  W.  Holland,  Feb.  10,  930. 

Woxtauu'i  Oonq^eiiMtion  Acts 

Amendmoit  of — Legislative  I^posals  trf 
the  Seerion,  JVA.  S,  5. 
Oa.  £ai  l  FitKwUliam,  Feb.  3,  12. 
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Works,  Board  of,  Ireland 

Constitution  of  the  Board 

0«  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  3,  217  ;  Mr. 
Wyndbam.  221 ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Rn88<ill. 
296. 

Wricht,Wldtbaker 

tee  title  Iiondon  &  Globe  Finance  Corpora- 
Lion. 

Wrightson,  Sir  T.  [St  Pancra^  E.] 

Fiscal  Proposals,  Fa.  9, 837. 

Fureign  Workmen — Rate  of  Wans  as 
compared  with  English  Workmen, 
Feb.  9,  723. 

King's  Speech — Address  in  Answer,  Feb.  9, 
837. 

Wuhu 

Trade  Report  Preeentad,  Feb.  g,  52. 

Wylie,  Mr.  A*  [Dumbartonshire] 

Ventilation  of  the  House  of  Commons — 
Progress  of  the  Work,  Feb.  S,  478. 

Wyndham,  Bight  Hon-  Q.— Chief  Secretary 
Joy  Ireiand  [Dover] 

Administration  of  Ireland — Question  of 
granting  Home  Rule,  etc.,  Feb.  S,  220. 

Agricalture  and  Technical  lustmction 
Department,  Vote,  Savings  effected  on, 
Feb.  IS,  1196. 

"  Albert,"  the — Wreck  of,  Removal  from 
off  Cnrracloe,  Feb.  4,  354. 

Arklow  Harbour,  Condition  of — Report  of 
Board  of  Works  Engiueur,  eta,  F^, 
15, 1331. 

Armagh — Method  of  Conducting  Negotia- 
tions, Feb.  15,  1329, 1330 

Belfast. 

County  Boroujjh  Accounts — Audit 
of— Superseding  Present  Auditor, 
Feb.  11,  1014. 

Head  Constable  at  Leopold  Street 
Barracks,  Appointment  of,  F^.  5, 
477. 

Re  •  valuation,  Appeals  against^ 
KeasonH  for  CommisaioQer  not 
hearing,  Feb.  15, 1309. 

Blind — Treatment  of — Legislation  pro- 
powid,  Feb.  15,  1329. 

Buncimnu  Sewerage  Scheme — Causes  of 
delay  in  Procedure  with,  Feb.  16, 
1482. 

Byrne,  Sergeant — Decision  of  Court  of 
Inquiry  into  Conduct  of — Laying 
Evidence  on  the  Table,  Feb.  16, 1481. 

Cahirciveen  Parish  Committee  Scheme — 
Delay  in  Operation  of,  Feb.  11,  1035. 

Carigeen  —  Police  Protection  for  Peter 
Moriasey  at,  Feb.  16,  1408. 

Collum's  Estate—  Purchase  of  Holdings  by 
i?enanta — ^ectment  Orders  Served  on 
Tenants.  Fa.  11, 1037. 

Connemara  Marine  Worfcfr^^Eht6?Qifi@b0^1e 
mencing,  Feb.  11,  1016.  ^ 
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Wyndham,  Bi«fat  Bon.  Q.—cottt, 

Oonstabubry,  Royal  Irish. 

Actiiij;  Serjeants  holding  Temporary 
Hank— Number,  Pay,  Duties  etc. 
Feb.  S,  478. 

lJublin  Metropolitan  Police — Period 
for  Retirement  o',  Feb.  11,  10)5. 

Lcnigford  Police  Barracta  Lock-up — 
Ineaiiituy  Condition  of— Improve- 
meuta  anggested,  Feb.  8,  693. 

Coukery  Instruction  in  National  Schools— 
M^ing  Provision  for,  Feb.  11,  1014. 

Coolegreaney  EaUte— Settlement  of— Pro- 
gress of  Negotiations,  Feb.  4,  353. 

Cn<ack  Estate— Evicted  TenanU  exolnded 
from  Return  by  Large  Farmers  and 
Planters- Proposed  Purchase  of  EsUte 
by  Commissionen,  Feb.  8, 596. 

Development  Grant  Fond,  AUocaticm  of, 

Feb.  15,  1334. 

Dispensary  Doctors,  appointment  of— Re- 
peal of  Section  6  of  Local  OovemmeDt 
(Ireland)  Act,  proposed,  Feb.  16,  1480. 

Distressed  Districts— DUtribution  ot  Seed 
Potatoes  by  District  CoancUfl,  pro- 
IKwed,  Feb.  S,  192. 

Drainage  Boards— Working  and  Manage- 
ment of  —  Power  of  Inquiry  into  — 
Lodging  of  Complaints,  Feb.  9,  729. 

Drainage  Loans— Extending  the  Period  of 
Repayment,  Feb.  9,  728. 

Drogheda  Dinturbanoes  —  Attack  on 
Private  Kesidenre— Action  taken  with 
r^rd  to,  Feb.  4.  355. 

Dublin. 

Metropolitan  Police— Period  for  Retire- 
ment of,  Feb.  11,  1015. 

North  Dublin  Union— Sapposed  Death 
of  an  Inmate,  Feb.  16,  1482. 
Education. 

Btnff,  Evening  School— Refusal  of 
grant  to,  on  account  of  want  of 
qualification  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher,  alleged,  Feb.  1.5,  1333. 

Farranakilla  National  Schools— Con- 
dition of— Cause  of  Delay  in 
Erecting  New  Buildings^  Feb.  16, 
1497. 

Technical  .S<!hools,  provision  of  building 
fund  for,  proposed,  Feb.  11,  1015  : 
F»b.  15,  1308. 

Evicted  Tenants— Applications  for  Restora- 
tion to  Holdings  —  Purchase  of  un- 
teiMDted  Lands  in  County  Longfoid, 
Feb.  4,  352. 

FiMal  Proposals,  Feb.  15,  139*J. 

Forestry  in  Ireland— (lovenimeut  Assist 
ance  towards  Development  of,  Feb.  4 
364.  ' 

Future  Tenants'  Power  of  purehasing 
under  Irish  Land  Act  IWa,  Feb.  8 

Glannagh  Ijuid  Dispute— Proposed  Pur" 
chase  of  Holding  by  Comiuisaioners' 
reo.  0,  592. 
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Olencar  Road  Dispute— Steps  to  be  takes 
regarding,  Feb.  9,  728. 

Granard  Union  Workhouse— Removal  vf 
Master  for  Neglect  of  Datj— Qdk^ 
of  Reappointing  the  old  Master.  Fei. 
4,  363. 

Gun  Licence  refused  to  Patrick  NeoOMB 
—Reason  of  Refusal,  Feb.  J,  572. 

Harbours— Providing  Dredger  in  eonaee- 
tion  with.  Ftb.  11, 1035. 

Howth,  dogs  poiBOned  at— praeeeatiaii 
ofimders.  F^.  18^  1187. 

Island,  Co.  Mayo,  Oraring  Farm  at, 

Divisitm  of,  to  enlarge  adjoiBiiK 
Holdings,  FcA.  9,  717-718. 

Right  of  W»  on— Polioe  laterferMc. 

Feb.  9,  m. 

Iveagh-Pirrie  Motor  Car  Serriee— Infet- 
mation  as  to,  Feb.  IS,  1330. 

Judicial  Rente- RetumshowineRedoctioa 
of  Second-term  Rente,  and^^ccBtaoe 
of  Reduction  in  each  Conntr,  S, 
569-571. 

Kilkee,  Sanitation  of— Committee  lUpoit 
-Holding  a  Seoond  Inqoiiy,  Feb.  It, 

Kiog  Harman  Estate— Sale  of,  to  ite 
Estate  CommissionetB— Chmn  of  JUr. 
Armstrong,  Feb.  9, 729. 

King's  Speech— Address  in  Answer,  Ftb. 
3,  2  m  i  Feb.  4,  411 ;  Feb.  IS,  1390. 

Kinvam  Harbour- Repair  of  Pier.  Feb.  16, 
149S. 

Labourers'  Acts,  Operation  of— Placiitt 
P^ports  of  Local  Government  Boa^ 
Inspectors  on  the  TaUe,  Feb.  4  331  ■ 
Feb.  11,  1037-1038. 

Ubourew'  Cottaoee  in  Ireland— Umntisg 
lietum  relative  to,  Fefi.  ^  355;  Feb^ 

594. 

Land  Coses,  number  decided,  total  amooat 
of  first  term  rents,  etc,  Feb.  It,  1198. 

Land  Commission  —  Longford,  Date  of 
holding  sittings,  Feb.  U,  1037 :  Feb. 
IS,  1333. 

lAud  Purchase. 

Advances  under  Acts  of  1883  &  ISSS— 
Number  of  applications  rejected 
for  insufficient  eeonrit?, 

y;^  1194.  ' 

Amendment  of  Land  Act  to  bring 
Tenants  of  Agricultoi«l  fsnon 
holding  grants  in  perpetuity 
within  its  scope,  prouoead,  F^ 
15,  1309. 

Average  number  of  years  purt^uwe 
agreed  on  by  occupiers  wno  hava 
lodged  agreements,  Feb.  IS,  1197. 

Bankrupt  Estates — Arrangements  for 
Purchase  of,  /left.  15,  1S29. 

CoUnm's  Estate— Purchase  of  Holdiitfi 

%  1017. 
[eont 


Vd.  129.] 


Wyndliam.  Eight  Hon.  Q.—am*. 
Luid  B'lrohftae-  cont. 


SESSION  1904. 
Feb.  2— j'efi.  16. 


[Wyn— Wyn 


Compuliiory — Conferring  Powers  on 
CoDgMted  District  Board  aod 
Estate  CommianoDen  propond, 

Feb.  S,  193. 

Coolegreaney  Estate— Settlement  of — 
FrMTesa  of  Ne«otiatioiu,  Feb.  4, 
353. 

Ciuack  Estate— Ericted  Tenants  ex- 
cluded from  Return  by  Large 
Farmers  and  Pluters — Proponed 
Purchase  (rf  Eatata  1^  Gommis- 
aionen,       8, 595. 

Future  Tenants'  Power  of  porchadng 
under  Irish  Luid  Aot,  IWi,  F^.  8, 

(ialbraith  Estate,  of— OTertnies  to 
Ertates  GnnmiasimierB,  Feb.  15, 
1334. 

Ganlt  Estate,  Tyrone,  Sale  of— Stem 
takw  to  carry  out  Order  of 
Position  of  the  Property,  etc, 
Ftb.  IS,  1882. 

Glannagfa  Land  IMspnte— Pniposed 
Purchase  of  HoIdiBg  hf  Commis- 
sionera,  Feb.  8,  692. 

Investment  of  Trust  Funds  under 
Lend  Act— Misapprehension  of 
Irish  Landowners  Convention — 
Supplying  Information,  Feb.  4, 
361. 

Kine-Harman  Estate — Sale  of,  to  the 
Estate  Commissioners—l-^im  of 
Mr,  Armstrong,  Feb.  9,  729. 

Price  Agreed  npou  the  3,070  Pur- 
chasers— Stating  in  Terms  of  Years 
Purchase,  Feb.  9,  717. 

Public  Trustee  under  Land  Parchaae 
Aot  —  Name — Salair — Previous 
Employment  —  OfBcial  Address, 

Feb.  S,  592. 

Laurenoetown  and  KilUmer— Qrass  Farm 
Diviriou  of — Objectiona  to  proposed 
Scheme,  Feb.  IS,  1880,  1831. 

Lettir,  New  School  at— Plans  for,  Feb. 

8,sn 

libiariee— Number  of  Rural  Diatriot 
Connoila  availing  themselvea  of  Aot  of 

1S0S£,  Feb.  15,  1306. 

Limerick  Military  Disturbances— Claim 
for  Damages  against  the  Corporation 
— Levying  Compensation  on  the 
Property  of  Offenders,  Feb.  tJ,  1034. 

Local  Government  Board — Auditors — 
Standard  of  Qnalifications,  etc,  for 
Appointments,  Feb.  11,  1038. 

Longford  Crimes  Act  Prosecution — Claim 
of  £5  from  County  Council  for  Extra 
Police  Foroe — Proposed  AbandoBmait 
o(  Feb,  8, 602-683. 

Lunatics. 

Aaylnma. 

Committees,  Resolutions  of — 
Carrying  into  effect,  Feb.  11, 
1010-1^6. 

117 


Wyndham,  BigM  H<m.  G.— «onlL 

Lunatics — ooni. 

Aaylnma— «onl. 

Interest  charged  on  Loans,  High 
Bate  of  —  Reduction  <Sl, 
Feb.  16,  1498. 

Payment  of  Muntenance  of 
Patients  —  Issue  of  Contra- 
dictory Circalara  —  Present 
State  of  the  Law,  Feb.  11, 
1035-1036. 
Scottish   Sj^m,  Ad<^tion  of,  pro* 

posed,  Feb.  11,  1037. 

Millstreet  Rural  District,  co.  Cork- 
Application  of  Farmers  for  Fair  Rente 
—Hearing  of,  Feb.  16, 1490. 

Mnllingar  Rural  District  Council— Protest 
against  Landlords*  Compensation 
avntfded  under  Labourers  Aots— 
Number  of  Years  Purohase  Allowed 
— Experienoe  of  Arbitrator,  Feb,  4, 
861. 

National  Sehocd  Teachers. 

Asidstant  Teachers  —  Rednetion  of 
Average  for,  to  Fifty,  Feb.  8,  571. 

Male  Principal  Teachers  —  Number 

with  Incomes  over  £127,  and 
Average  Attendance  not  under 
70— Number  joining  First  of  First 
Grade  —  Reasons  for  not  joining 
and  for  obtaining  Increment  with- 
out so  doing,  ieo.  16, 1481. 
Salaries— Amount  Voted  for  increase 
of,  uid  amount  Actual^  Expend- 
ed, Feb.  8,  571. 

Nurees — Institutions  competent  to  grant 

Certificates  to  Trained  or  Qualified 

Nurses,  Feb.  16,  1307. 
Owenmore  River  Floods— Inspection  <A 

District  with  a  view  to  Prevention, 

Feb.  8,  594. 

PriaiHiB  —  Limerick  —  Dismissal  of  Dr. 
J.  Holmes  from  the  Female  Prieons, 
Reasonfl  for.  Compensation  allowance, 
etc.,  .Ft>fr.i^,  1335. 

Queen's  Coll^,  Belfast— Claim  for  Addi- 
tional Endowment  —  Letter  from 
President  '  of  University  College, 
Dublin,  rdatang  to,  Publication  of, 
Feb.  11, 1034. 

RaUwaya 

Dingle— Steps  taken  to  Relieve  Rate- 
payers of  Burden,  Feb.  15,  1328. 

KoTTV— Guarantees  for  Harbour  and 
Railways  -Steps  Uken  to  Relieve 
Ratepayers  of  Burden,  Feb.  IS, 
1328-1329. 

Rates. 

Reduced,  for  the  Carriage  of  Early 
Potatoes  grown  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Board  of  Agri- 
ture  Experimentis  Feb.  8, 
590. 

Regulation  of— Appointing  Vice- 
regal Commission,  Feb,  10, 
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Wjnidluin.  Rii^t  Hon.  Q.—eont, 
Bulimy*— conf. 

8ta.tioDB,  Ireland  —  R^uUtiona  ftro- 
htbiUns  Police  from  attending — 
*■    Enforcing  of — Granting  Return 
relative  to,  Feb.  9,  718-719. 

Rates.  Mate  of  Colleotion.  iteration  in* 

propOMd,  Feb.  IS,  1308. 
Road  ConstmcUoD,  Ireland— County  and 

District  Cooneila  surcharged— Effect 

on  Condili<Hiof  Roada— Obtaining  Ke- 

dresi,  Feb.  U,  103S. 

Seed  Pototoee. 

Castlorea  Rural  Distiict  Council— 

UoBolutionB  of,  Feb.  4,  354. 
DiBb-eeied  Diitricta.  Diatribution  in, 
)m  Diitiiet  Coundli  proposed, 
Feb.  8, 192. 
Bmerwidc  Fishing  Indurtiy— PioTiiion  of 
better  Accommodation,  F^.  11,  10^ 

Sonth  African  War,  Preparation  for,  and 
Conductof— ChargeBagainatHiniBters, 
Feb.  *,  411. 

Tedmioal  Schools,  prorision  of  Building 
Fund  for,  Feb.  It,  1015  ;  Feb.  15, 1308. 

Tonrist  Routes,  Ireland— DiBconti^uance 
of  Snbodies  to  Coach  and  Steamer 
Serrices.  Feb.  8,  681. 

Town  Toiante,  Irish— LMuilation  to  Safe- 
guard Interests  of,  Feo.  4,  366. 

Union  Workhouses. 

Amalgamatimi  of— Hiding  of  Local 
Inquiry,  Fa.  16, 14S0. 

Inspectori**-  Reconunendi^onB  ail3s 
Qualifications  of  Mr.  O'Connqr, 
Feb.  15, 1883. 
Talentia— Projected  Works  at.  Feb.  11, 
1085. 

Wicklow  Magistracy- Numbers  of  Protea- 
tanta  and  Roman  Catholics  appointed 
Mnce  1895— TotAl  Nnmbera  ot  each 
holding      present  An>ointaientS( 

Feb.  4,  352. 

Williamson,  Serjeant — Trial  of — PubUsh- 
ing  Report  with  Eridence,  F^.  11, 

Wynford,  Lord 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  deatii  of 
his  Kinsman.  Feb.  11,  961. 


Taonuuuy 

EstaUishment,  N'umbar  -  r 
Training  Reton  foi  lb 
Qt.     Captain  Nortoi.  A- 
Amold-Foister,  Feb.  It 
1312. 

Training  Ketnm  for  1909.  prtsaentad 
559.902. 

TerimzA  Hr-  B-  A.  [Cheater] 

K^vy-^ttlo-hips   of  the  1903 
gramme,  Date  and  place  of  In  - 
.Feb.  IS,  1303. 

Tork,  Oounty  of 

Parliamentary  Bye^election— Nob 

DiTiai<Mi  of  tbt  West  Kiding  -Sw 
Writfor,  Feb.  IS,  1339. 

Tork  Town  and  Btockmter  Ghu  BDl 

Intooduetion  of,    in  House  of  Lotda, 

Feb.  t,  184. 
/.  is."  Feb.  8,  658. 

Tonng  uid  Bell's  Patents  Bill 

Introduction  of,  in  House  of  Lords,  Feb.  10 
841 

I.  IE.*  Feb.  15,  1267. 

Tozall.  Mr.  J.  H-  [Nottingham,  W.] 

Jemaalem.  C<aidition  of  British  Consnlt:?, 
Arraogementa  as  to  delivery  of  Miilf 
to  BritiBh  ResideotB,  iVfr.  i;?.  119& 

Xavy— Turret  guns,  mtem  uf  twimuni 
six-inch  guns  in  snips  <d  "Coonty 
Class.  Fd.  IS,  1195. 

Tunnan,  North- West 

Report  of  Joomey  in.  by  Acting  C-odsd 
presented.  JM.  S,  61,  98. 

Zansibu: 

Light  and  Harbour  Dues,  pftyraent  of.  \ 
ressela  of  United  Stata — Conventic 
presented,  Feb.  IS,  1138,  F'eb.  IS,  136 

Order  in  Council  relating  to,  preoenCH 
Feb.  2,  66,  104. 
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